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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
With nearly three-quarters of 
a million people signing on 
to boycott Target over the re-
tailer’s transgender restroom 
policy, evangelical leaders are 
discussing whether consumer 
boycotts are an effective means 
of cultural engagement.

Many conservative evangeli-
cals apparently disagree with 
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BCM students share Christ in 
12 states, 3 countries over break 
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Above is the St. Louis skyline along the mighty Mississippi River. The Southern Baptist Convention will meet in the city known 
as the Gateway to the West June 14-16. Photo courtesy of the St. Louis Convention and Visitor’s Bureau

Crystal Hill members recovering from horrific wreck 

Southern Baptists
to meet in St. Louis
ST. LOUIS – When Southern 
Baptists depart St. Louis after 
their annual meeting June 14-
16, convention president and 
Arkansas Pastor Ronnie Floyd 
said he will be praying they 
do so with a “deep burden 
for our nation, a new 
commitment to ra-
cial unity and an 
extraordinary 
commitment 
to evangelize 
America.”

The an-
nual meeting 
will be held 
at America’s 
Center, 701 
C o n v e n t i o n 
Plaza, in St. Louis.

The theme of this 
year’s meeting is Awaken 
America: Reach the World – 
Agree, Unite, Pray. Floyd, pas-
tor of Cross Church in north-
west Arkansas, points to pas-
sionate prayer as a critical tool 
for a “nationwide and global 
spiritual awakening.”

“I pray that our SBC mes-
sengers encounter the living 
God through moments of wor-

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

VALLEY SPRINGS – A num-
ber of members of Crystal Hill 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
are recovering following a 
horrific three-vehicle accident 
April 18 near Harrison.

The group was enroute to 
Branson, Mo., to attend a se-
nior adult conference.

The accident occurred 
around noon and a mile north 

of Valley Springs on U.S. High-
way 65, according to a report 
by harrisondaily.com.

Arkansas State Patrol Of-
ficer Sgt. Matt Miller told a 
reporter that the accident in-
cluded two church buses and 
one passenger vehicle. The two 
buses involved in the accident 
are owned by Crystal Hill Bap-
tist.

“Miller said the car was 
southbound and the buses 
were northbound. The car 

apparently 
crossed into 
the north-
b o u n d 
l a n e s , 
clipped the 
rear end 
of the first 
van and hit 
the second 
van head 
on,” harrisondaily.com re-
ported. “At least three people, 
including the driver of the 

sedan, were 
airlifted from 
the scene 
and more 
than a dozen 
were injured, 
au thor i t i e s 
said.”

J o d y 
Hurst, associ-
ate pastor and 

music minister at Crystal Hill 
Baptist and the driver of one 
of the buses involved in the See WRECK page 11

ship, preaching, challenge and 
prayer,” Floyd said.

For the second year, Floyd 
will lead a Tuesday evening ses-
sion devoted to prayer. “A Na-
tional Call to Prayer for Spiri-
tual Leadership” will feature a 

diverse group of South-
ern Baptist leaders 

and pastors and 
special musical 
guests Keith 
and Kristyn 
Getty. Floyd 
has also in-
vited African 
A m e r i c a n 
pastor Jerry 

Young, presi-
dent of the Na-

tional Baptist Con-
vention, USA, to par-

ticipate in the evening session.
Floyd described St. Louis as 

“one of America’s significant 
cities.”

“With the racial unrest in 
St. Louis due to what hap-
pened in Ferguson in August 
of 2014, Southern Baptists 
will have a strong opportunity 

See SBC page 8

Authorities survey the April 18 accident 
near Harrison. Photo by Harrison Daily News 

 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for  
your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

accident, said 23 members of 
the church were traveling on 
the buses at the time of the ac-
cident.

“One moment we were sing-
ing old vacation Bible school 
songs, and the next moment 
we were involved in a horrible 
accident,” said Hurst.

“A vehicle crossed over the 
yellow lines and struck the rear 
of our 25-passenger bus. This 

Target in bullseye for boycott

See BOYCOTT page 9

Target’s policy of allowing 
customers to use whichever re-
stroom or fitting room corre-
sponds to their perceived “gen-
der identity.” Yet some – like 
the American Family Associa-
tion and the watchdog group 
Faith Driven Consumer – have 
urged a boycott while others – 
including Southern Baptist 
Convention entity leader R. 

Albert Mohler Jr. – have dis-
cussed the limitations of boy-
cotts and asked whether one 
is appropriate in this instance.

The discussion stems from 
an April 19 news release from 
Target stating, “We welcome 
transgender team members 
and guests to use the restroom 
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Ark Encounter gets 
$18.25M tax incentive

 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP) 
– The Kentucky tourism 
authority has granted the 
Answers in Genesis (AiG) 
apologetics ministry a tax 
incentive that could top 
$18 million for its Ark En-
counter museum opening 
July 7 in Williamstown.  
The Kentucky Tourism 
Development Finance 
Authority approved the 
incentive at its April 25 
meeting, ending a years-
long AiG battle with the 
state for the incentive that 
allows developers of cer-
tain tourism projects to re-
cover up to 25 percent of 
the project’s development 
costs over a 10-year span. 
The approval followed a 
federal appeals court de-
cision requiring the state 
to grant the incentive that 
AiG had sued to obtain. 
The state had argued that 
AiG would use religion 
to discriminate in hiring 
employees, and that the 
use of tax incentives to 
advance religion violated 
state law.

Fatal shooting at SBC 
church leaves questions
NORTH WALES, Pa. 
(BP) – Investigators are 
seeking to determine 
whether a fatal shooting 
April 24 during a worship 
service at a Philadelphia-
area Southern Baptist 
church was “justified 
under the law,” accord-
ing to media reports. Key-
stone Fellowship Church, 
a congregation with four 
campuses in the Philadel-
phia area, confirmed on 
Facebook that “one man 
was shot and another is 
being questioned by po-
lice” regarding an inci-
dent during the 11 a.m. 
worship service at its 
Montgomeryville campus 
in North Wales, Pa. The 
victim, 27-year-old Robert 
Braxton, died less than 
an hour later at an area 
hospital.

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

BCM students share Christ on break
Lisa Falknor  
Special to the ABN

FROM RESCUING people 
trapped in a Colorado snow-
storm, to putting up sheetrock 
in a post-flooded suburb in 
Detroit, Arkansas college stu-
dents teamed together from 
their respective campuses to 
make a difference for Christ 
during the 2016 spring break. 

“Arkansas churches and 
Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
(BCMs) have 30 teams on 
college mission trips. This in-
cludes teams in 12 states, three 
countries and 290 partici-
pants,” said David James, col-
legiate and youth leaders team 
leader with Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

When many other college 
students were relaxing on the 
beach, Arkansas students used 
their time off to serve others 
and further the cause of Jesus 
Christ.

Twenty students from 
Grand Avenue Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith braved a freak 
winter storm in Colorado. 

“It started out beautiful – 
70 degrees with clear skies,” 
said college pastor Aaron 
Rodgers. “Within 36 hours, a 
literal blizzard shut down the 
Denver airport. That hadn’t 
happened in 50 years.” 

Besides digging stranded 
motorists out of four-foot 
snow drifts, students distrib-
uted free food and invitation 
flyers for a new church, Bridge 
Fellowship. They gave away 
100 pizzas and 100 dozen do-
nuts to 100 businesses and 
first responders. The group’s 
efforts paid off: Bridge Fellow-
ship launched its first service 
on Easter, months ahead of its 
original start date.

Southern Arkansas Univer-
sity students ministered to resi-
dents in another community 
– flood victims in Detroit. 

“In late 2014 there was a 
pretty significant flood where 
the water was 14 feet over 
the interstate. It got one day 
of news coverage because the 
next day Ferguson happened,” 
said Mike Sandusky, campus 
minister. 

The college team was one of 
eight sent by the North Ameri-
can Mission Board to rebuild 
the city. Throughout March, 
students completed construc-
tion projects such as installing 
sheetrock in homes. Sandusky 
challenged his students with, 

“Who can we share Christ 
with while we are working?” 

In Kansas, Monticello col-
lege students provided land-
scaping for a college. 

“In 1991, the Native Ameri-
can College Fund got a spend-
ing freeze, putting a hold on 
maintenance for the college,” 
said Phillip Slaughter, Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Monticello 
BCM campus minister. 

For the fifth year in a row, 
Slaughter led a caravan to 
the Haskell Indian Nations 
University in Lawrence, Kan. 
Fifteen students partnered 
with another Arkansas group 
– New Life Baptist Church in 
Alexander.  

“We had the opportunity 
to meet many students, learn 
about Native American culture 
and share God’s love and (the) 
gospel,” said Slaughter.

Another team from Conway 
helped transition The Light 
Worship Community church 
in Canada from meeting in an 
apartment to hosting weekly 
gatherings at the University of 
Manitoba. 

On the Canadian National 
Baptist Convention website, 
Light Worship Community 
Pastor Boaz Fadun acknowl-
edged the work of the 20 mis-
sionaries from Conway.

“This team helped us throw 
events every day to meet stu-
dents, and we concluded our 
week with a worship night in 
which over 100 students were 
present,” Fadun said. 

Student college missionaries from Grand Avenue Baptist Church in Fort Smith with 
firefighters at a Colorado Springs station. To promote a new church plant, Bridge 
Fellowship, the group took 100 large pizzas to first responders including firefighters, 
police and emergency workers.  

WARREN – Brandy Files, a 
member of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Warren, has been 
named the Arkansas Baptist 

News (ABN) Mother 
of the Year.

She was nominated 
by Susie Miller and 
Henrietta Carter, 
who are members of 
Immanuel Baptist 
and friends of Files, 
as a part of the ABN 
A Tribute to Godly 
Mothers essay contest.

“Brandy is our chil-
dren’s choir director, director 
of the church’s Reflections 
team, a children’s interpre-
tative dance team, plays the 
piano and keyboard, sings in 
the choir and is one of our 
Praise Team leaders,” the 

women wrote.
Files is the mother of six 

girls ages 7-18, three of whom 
were adopted by her and her 

husband, J.T., wor-
ship pastor at Im-
manuel Baptist.

Additionally, Mill-
er and Carter said 
Files is a member 
of Master’Singers, 
home schools two of 
her children and is 
a licensed practical 

nurse (LPN).
“She loves the 

Lord, and it is evident in the 
way she raises her children,” 
Miller and Carter wrote in 
their nomination letter. “The 
children care for other people, 
just like their mom, and they 
help and encourage others any 

“We had 500 gospel con-
versations,” said Matt Jones, 
BCM Conway assistant cam-
pus minister. “It was a great 
experience and allowed our 
students to share the gospel 
with people in a different 
environment – with atheists, 
agnostics and people from a 
large international base from 
the Middle East.”  

The Conway BCM minis-
ters to students from the cam-
puses of the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas, Hendrix College 
and Central Baptist College.

Finally, University of Ar-
kansas BCM targeted 40,000-
plus students at the University 
of Washington, connecting 
them with Roots Community 
Church -- a church plant in Se-
attle, Wash. 

“We stayed right across 
from the campus. … and talk-
ed to students every day about 
what they believed,” sopho-
more Daniel Black said. 

He hopes to share Christ 
during spring break 2017 be-
cause trips like these are “awe-
some.”  

“You normally go some-
where fun, and I can combine 
that with mission work and 
serving God, so it’s a good 
combination.”

Travelling with Black were 
Cole Penick, BCM director, 
Penick’s assistant, Meghann 
Swafford, and five other stu-
dents.  

Lisa Falknor writes for the Ar-

kansas Baptist State Convention 

and is a regional correspondent for 

the Arkansas Baptist News.

Files

Files named ABN ‘Mother of the Year’
way they can.”

“Brandy says Christ has 
brought unimaginable peace, 
hope and joy to her life,” the 
letter continued. “The more 
she learns about Him, the 
more she loves Him, and the 
desire to serve Him grows...”

Describing Files as a “petite 
woman,” Miller and Carter 
added, “(Files) is often mistak-
en for her daughter, but don’t 
let her size fool you. She is a 
marathon runner and holds a 
2nd degree black belt in Tae-
kwondo (Korean martial arts). 
She also was in the Army. … 
Brandy is a perfect example of 
what a mother is and deserves 
this honor.”

Files will be officially rec-
ognized with a gift from the 
ABN.
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Glorieta lawsuit draws 
attention of attorney
 
HOUSTON – A Hous-
ton lawyer says a federal 
appeals court should rein-
state an Arkansas couple’s 
dismissed lawsuit against 
LifeWay Christian Re-
sources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention be-
cause the district court 
did not grant them 
enough leeway in trying 
to argue their case with-
out the aid of legal coun-
sel, Baptist News Global 
(BNG) reported. 

Appointed in Janu-
ary to represent Glorieta 
homeowners Kirk and 
Susie Tompkins of Little 
Rock in their appeal of a 
lawsuit dismissed because 
they failed to assert any 
legal claim, Houston at-
torney Seth Kretzer said in 
a court filing March 8 that 
the couple raised a legal 
claim in their lawsuit in 
U.S. District Court – but 
because it was not prop-
erly labeled two judges 
missed it. 

According to the fil-
ing, the Tompkins failed 
to convince U.S. District 
Judge James O. Brown-
ing that LifeWay breached 
an implied contract with 
owners of 65 homes built 
on land leased from Glo-
rieta by selling the 2,400-
acre retreat center from 
underneath them for $1 
in 2013, the BNG report 
said. 

Kretzer said the real 
harm to the Glorieta 
homeowners came not 
from voiding the leases, 
but that the lease agree-
ment was so one-sided 
in LifeWay’s favor that it 
should be voided because 
of a legal doctrine of “un-
conscionability.” Uncon-
scionability is a doctrine 
used in contract law to de-
scribe terms so extremely 
unjust or overwhelmingly 
one-sided in favor of the 
party with superior bar-
gaining power that they 
are deemed contrary to 
good conscience. 

SBC presidential candidates give insights

See CANDIDATES page 7

Greear Gaines Crosby
For the first time in a number of years the office of president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is contested by three 
candidates. While being president of the SBC is largely cer-
emonial, the president casts vision for the denomination and 
appoints individuals to key boards and agencies. The Arkansas 
Baptist News recently interviewed all three anticipated candi-
dates to give Arkansas Baptists additional insights into their 
priorities and the direction they would set for the SBC, which is 
experiencing a decline in membership and giving. 

The Candidates - Part 1Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

THE SOUTHERN BAP-
TIST Convention (SBC) an-
nual meeting will be held June 
14-15 in St. Louis, Mo. As in 
national politics, it is an elec-
tion year within the SBC, and 
messengers from churches 
across the country will elect a 
new convention president.

Three candidates are expect-
ed to be nominated for SBC 
president: Steve Gaines, se-
nior pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Cordova, Tenn.; 
David Crosby, senior pastor 
of First Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, La., and J.D. Greear, 
pastor of The Summit Church 
in Durham, N.C.

To assist readers in making 
an educated decision on which 
candidate to support, the Ar-

kansas Baptist News (ABN) 
reached out to the three pas-
tors to gain an objective per-
spective on their views of the 
state of the SBC and where 
they would like to see it go in 
the future. This is the first in a 
two-part series.

Role of SBC president
Each of the three men said 

that the role of the president 
of the SBC is multifaceted 
and includes being a vocal ad-
vocate of spiritual awakening, 
a prayer warrior, a proponent 
of Southern Baptist ministries 
and entities and a representa-
tive for biblical Christianity 
within modern culture.

“The SBC president should 
be a person of fervent prayer, 
interceding for the other lead-
ers in the SBC. He should be 
a catalyst for spiritual awaken-
ing, a soul winner and a ser-
vant of his fellow Southern 
Baptists. He should be a bib-
lical, prophetic voice to our 
culture. He should lead and 
seek to unify the SBC by fo-
cusing on primary issues,” said 
Gaines.

Crosby and Greear high-
lighted the administrative role 
of the SBC president. 

According to Crosby, the 
position consists of formal, 
promotional and symbolic 
roles. 

Greear wrote that he be-
lieves the role consists of four 
parts: 1) being a servant to 
churches, 2) being a represen-
tative of churches to SBC enti-
ties, 3) acting as a catalyst for 
“evangelism, missions, church 

planting, spiritual awakening, 
and prayer” within the conven-
tion, and 4) listening to the 
Holy Spirit and to churches in 
order to discern the direction 
in which God is leading the 
SBC churches in the future.

SBC, CP and state conventions
Gaines, Crosby and Greear 

all agree that the Cooperative 
Program (CP) and cooperative 
ministries are vital and that 
the work of Southern Baptists 
needs always to be making 
progress towards the ultimate 
goal of fulfilling the Great 
Commission. However, each 
man has a different perspec-
tive on how Southern Baptist 
cooperation should function.

Gaines emphasized the role 
of the SBC as “a catalyst for 
spiritual awakening.” He wrote 
that he believes state conven-
tions are integral to SBC min-
istry.

“This past Sunday, the Sun-
day school class my wife and 
I attend at Bellevue Baptist 
Church passed out grocery 
bags for us to fill with food 
for the children who live at 
the Tennessee Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home in Memphis,” 
said Gaines. “That is a vital 
ministry that would not take 
place apart from our state con-
vention. We need all levels of 
the SBC – the local church, 
the local association, the state 
convention, and the national 
SBC. Each level does ministry 
that the others cannot.”

Speaking about the CP, 
Crosby said that many South-
ern Baptists “have lost an ap-
preciation for the genius of 
this strategy that has been a 
key component in the devel-
opment and support of our 
far-flung missionary enterprise 
and our extensive network of 
theological education.”

Crosby added that state 
conventions are “vital to our 
cooperative enterprise,” but 
that every state is unique in 
regards to what resources it re-
quires to function well.

Both Crosby and Greear 
commented on the impor-
tance of the current, and older 
generations, of Southern Bap-
tists passing on to future gen-
erations a passion and plan for 
missions and reaching the lost.

Greear’s views on coopera-
tion within the SBC varied 
slightly from those of Crosby 
and Gaines in the sense that, 
while valuing the work of state 

conventions, he believes those 
organizations “need to be pre-
pared to justify to the messen-
gers what they decide to keep 
within the states.”

Greear places a great degree 
of importance in the younger 
generations of Southern Bap-
tists becoming engaged in the 
work of the convention.

“We need to see this as our 
convention, these 1,000 mis-
sionaries coming home as our 
problem,” wrote Greear.

Crosby and Gaines call for 
the current structure of the 
SBC, including its national 
entities and state conventions, 
to become more efficient and 
cooperative but do not envi-
sion the basic structure of the 
convention changing. Greear 
wrote that while much of 
Southern Baptist cooperative 
structure has a place, Southern 
Baptists must be careful not to 
let their connection with tradi-
tional institutions blind them 
to the ever-changing, and lost, 
world around them.

“What I think we must 
guard against is the inevitable 
inertia of institutions to priori-
tize sustaining themselves over 
furthering the mission,” said 
Greear. 

“Every dollar given to the 
CP is a sacred trust, for which 
we bear a responsibility to God 
and the Southern Baptist peo-
ple. … The Southern Baptist 
Convention does not exist to 
sustain its entities. It exists for 
the furtherance of the Great 
Commission,” he wrote.

CP giving/designation
Some state conventions 

have begun sending a larger 

portion of the Cooperative 
Program dollars from in their 
state directly to the SBC Exec-
utive Committee in Nashville 
as a way to allow more of their 
CP money to go to the work 
of national entities such as the 
International Mission Board 
and the North American Mis-
sion Board.

All Southern Baptists want 
to see as many CP dollars as 
possible translating to the mis-
sion field; however, some see a 
sharp cut to state convention 
ministries as being harmful 
to small churches that rely on 
them for much of the things 
that large churches can afford 
on their own.

Greear said he believes 
CP designation is a “state by 
state, church by church” issue, 
that we must respect “the au-
tonomy of the churches,” and 
that the SBC needs to remove 
any barriers keeping Southern 
Baptists from giving.

Crosby said that he believes 
most Southern Baptist pastors 
would favor streamlining do-
mestic mission work in order 
to “keep more missionaries 
on the foreign fields.” He also 
believes small congregations, 
who he says give larger percent-
ages of their budgets to CP, 
would support sending more 
money to national entities if 
they understood the financial 
struggles that they are under-
going.

“The face of the Coopera-
tive Program for most of our 
people is the IMB. If they are 
made aware of the hard choic-
es that lie before us, smaller 
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prominent Southern Bap-
tists. As a sign of racial unity 
and cooperation, African 
American pastor Jerry Young, 
president of the National 
Baptist Convention, USA, is 
included in the prayer event. 
(See related story on page 1).

    
ABN Day of Prayer

If you need another exam-
ple of unity right in Arkansas, 
look no further than the part-
nership the ABN has in May 
with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC).

May 15 is designated as 
the ABN Day of Prayer on 
the convention calendar, 
and since 2011 the ABN and 
ABSC have joined together to 
produce and distribute special 
bulletin inserts for use in your 
church on May 15 or another 
time during May.

Arkansas Baptists are en-
couraged to pray during the 
month of May for the work of 
their state Baptist newspaper, 

Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

– that of racial violence – 
erupted across our TV screens 
the past few years in Ferguson 
just outside of St. Louis.

I know many pastors and 
members of Arkansas Baptist 
churches won’t have the op-
portunity to be in St. Louis 

for the an-
nual meeting 
of the South-
ern Baptist 
Convention 
June 14-16, 

but the ABN will be there to 
cover all the happenings and 
the final time that Arkansas 
pastor Ronnie Floyd will pre-
side over the gathering.

The theme of this year’s 
meeting is Awaken America: 
Reach the World – Agree, 
Unite, Pray. As with last year, 
Floyd will lead a special ses-
sion devoted to prayer. “A Na-
tional Call to Prayer for Spiri-
tual Leadership.” The session 
will be held Tuesday evening 
and will feature a number of 

F aithful readers of the 
Arkansas Baptist News 

(ABN) know that I’m a Mis-
souri boy.

While I was born in Ken-
nett, which is about as far 
from St. Louis as you can get 
in Missouri, I have fond mem-
ories of growing 
up in southeast 
Missouri on a 
farm outside 
the little town 
of Risco.

When I was about 7, our 
family traveled to the big city 
of St. Louis, where I attended 
my first major league baseball 
game at Busch Stadium. I 
still have the little red ballcap 
from that day somewhere 
tucked away in a box of 
memories. Yes, and I’ve been 
a Cardinals fan ever since!

Of course that was many 
years ago, and the St. Louis 
metro area, like all large cities 
in America, has a lot of chal-
lenges. One such challenge 

Thoughts on the SBC in St. Louis, ABN Day of Prayer

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Book review: ‘The Other Worldview’ 
W orldview. It’s a term 

that most of us have 
heard by now. It is the catch-
all term for how the sum of 
what we believe drives our re-
sponse to the universe around 
us. Many books on worldview 
suggest that 
worldviews are 
as numerous 
as the people 
who hold them 
— that there 
are millions of options for a 
worldview.

Peter Jones’ work “The 
Other Worldview” presents a 
different idea. His concept is 
that there are not an infinite 
number of worldviews. In-
stead, he posits the existence 
of exactly two worldviews. 

These are oneism and two-
ism. That’s it. The former is 
the view of a universe that 
is self-existent and self-sus-
taining, while the latter sees 
the universe as requiring the 
existence of a transcendent, 

personal God 
to create it. 

That may 
sound simple, 
and you may 
be wonder-

ing why it takes 250 pages to 
say that. First, Jones works to 
delineate the two possibilities 
of worldviews. From there, he 
works out how twoism is sup-
ported through Christian the-
ology. After this, he explains 
how this affects our actions as 
Christian believers.

Throughout the work, the 
reader sees contrasts between 
the two ideas as 
Jones demon-
strates how one-
ism falls short of 
reality. He also 
works through 
how most of the 
world’s other 
religions have 
their roots in 
the idea of a self-
contained uni-
verse rather than 
acknowledging 
a transcendent 
God. Most of 
the discussion of 
how Christianity, compared 
to the other monotheistic 
religions, better reflects two-

ism is relegated to the end-
notes. The fact that there are 

endnotes instead 
of footnotes is 
certainly regret-
table, as many 
of them are valu-
able tangents to 
consider. The 
reader would 
have been better 
served to have 
them handy in 
footnotes.

Jones rightly 
highlights the 
danger that 
the shift in 
worldviews has 

brought to most of Western 
culture. His solutions are 
sprinkled throughout the 

book. Though they are some-
what predictable, they remain 
timely. Whether or not we 
will heed them is our own 
choice. 

“The Other Worldview” 
would fit for a serious student 
of culture or religion. It takes 
some mental effort to read. 
The results are worth the ef-
fort, though, as Jones clarifies 
some of the issues at hand in 
the worldview shift around 
us.

“The Other Worldview” by 
Peter Jones is 250 pages and 
available in softcover from 
Kirkdale Press.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 

East End Baptist Church in East 

End. He is a regular contributor 

to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Review
Doug Hibbard

as well as for the work being 
done across the Natural State 
through the ministry of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches and 
institutions.

I urge all pastors to call 
their churches to pray during 
this special emphasis. These 

are trying times, and we need 
to pray without ceasing and 
lift our petitions to our Father 
in heaven, calling for the re-
demption of all men.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/

executive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist News.
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A place called Black Oak

Focus: Church revitalization in Arkansas
T he intentional decision to focus on church revital-

ization by several hundred of our Arkansas Baptist 
churches is a great cause of excitement and rejoicing. 
Research shows that about 80 percent of all evangelical 
churches in the United States are either plateaued or de-
clining. This fact makes church revitalization one of the 
most critical needs of the hour.

Arkansas is in the beginnings of a 
movement by hundreds of our pas-
tors, staff and lay leaders to seek revival 
and spiritual awakening. We are seeing 
people not merely talk about prayer, but 
to actually engage in seasons of extraor-
dinary prayer. I hope you will join this 
group who is committed to intense, ex-
tended seasons of prayer until God sends a mighty stirring 
of His Spirit. This is the first and most important element 
of church revitalization! The power of God comes in direct 
response to His people praying and seeking His face.

Leading your church in a church revitalization process 
prepares your church to be ready to receive the blessings 
and growth that come from a movement of God. If your 
church is not trained and prepared beforehand, then you 
may lose as many members out the back door as you take 

in the front door. Training and preparation do not bring 
the power of God, but they are essential in assimilating the 
precious people whom God sends your way. Proper prepa-
ration may also divert some of the conflict that is common 
when churches experience revival and growth.

The evangelism and church health team has developed a 
church revitalization tool/process that is proving to be ex-

tremely helpful to many churches. The process 
encourages pastors to work through a leader-
ship team to assess areas of church health that 
need strengthening, develop an action plan, 
set realistic goals and celebrate the faithfulness 
of members seeking church health and revival. 
You can find information on this process at 
your local associational office, or on the web at 

RevitalizeArkansas.com.
My heart yearns for an incredible movement of God all 

over the state. There are too many people beginning to 
pray that it would be impossible for something not to hap-
pen. I hope you will join us in seasons of extraordinary 
prayer, and lead your church through a revitalization pro-
cess that prepares you for what God is about to do.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention.

F ive miles south of Marked Tree on Hwy 149, you will 
find the community of Black Oak. For those unfa-

miliar with northeast Arkansas geography, please don’t 
confuse this Black Oak with the town made famous by the 
rock band and John Grisham’s “A Painted House.” Unlike 
that Black Oak, this Black Oak has no population sign 
welcoming tourists; only a white wooden sign with black 
letters reading, WELCOME TO BLACK OAK COM-
MUNITY. I remember in the late-1970s that the Arkansas 
Highway Department installed a sign that read, “Black 
Oak, pop. 282.” We thought that was 
a big deal until the sign was removed. 
Seems it was meant for that other Black 
Oak! Anyway, this Black Oak is where I 
was raised.

In those years, there were two places 
people gathered in Black Oak. On the 
east corner of Highway 149 
South and Broadmouth Road 
sat Johnny Rye’s Grocery Store. 
The old-timers would gather 
there and tell their tales. As a 
young boy, I would often sit on 
the counter and listen, while I 
drank a Coke and ate a bolo-
gna sandwich prepared by Mr. 
Lawrence and purchased with 
money I received from gather-
ing pecans or Coke bottles. Un-
fortunately, like many business-
es in the Arkansas Delta, this 
community grocery is no more. 
The building still stands, but the parking lot is now home 
to a few used vehicles and a couple of boats that have been 
for sale for several years.

Across Highway 149 South on the west corner of Broad-
mouth Road is Black Oak Baptist Church. Honestly, I 
cannot remember a time in my childhood or teenage years 
that Black Oak Baptist Church was not a vital part of my 
life. Unlike Johnny Rye’s Grocery Store, Black Oak Baptist 
Church continues to be a gathering place for people in the 
community. Twice on Sundays and again on Wednesday 
night, people gather for Bible study, worship, fellowship 

and breaking bread. It was here that I learned the stories of 
the Bible and saw faith in action. It was here, on April 7, 
1972, that I realized I was a sinner in need of a Savior and 
trusted Jesus. And it was here that I returned on April 13, 
just a few days ago, to preach the message for my dad’s fu-
neral. God used that message to break the heart of a young 
lady, who happens to be my cousin, and she was saved!

Each Sunday across Arkansas in communities much like 
Black Oak, God’s Word is faithfully proclaimed, people 
are saved and disciples are formed. I cannot remember a 

time at Black Oak Baptist when more than 80 
people gathered on a Sunday, other than once 
or twice for a homecoming or revival. Typi-
cal attendance was between 50 and 60, which 
means Black Oak Baptist is the norm in the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC). 
Of the 1,540-something ABSC churches, more 

than 1,000 average less than 100 in wor-
ship attendance.  

Our North American Mission Board 
and International Mission Board have 
highlighted the need for planting 
churches in the mega-population cen-
ters of North America and the world. 
I applaud this new direction and have 
led and continue to challenge First Bap-
tist Church, Stuttgart, to partner with 
church plants in Send Cities like Bos-
ton and with other nations. However, I 
am convinced that across Arkansas, and 
especially in the Delta, there is a need 
for the planting of churches in commu-

nities like Black Oak that may never reach more than 50 to 
60 people on a Sunday. I know this; were it not for Black 
Oak Baptist I would not be who I am or where I am today.

Would you join me in finding ways to celebrate and ap-
plaud the churches that are the “norm” among the ABSC? 
Would you join me in praying for the efforts of the ABSC 
church planting team and the Delta Network of Arkansas 
(connect with them on Facebook) as we seek to strengthen 
and plant churches in communities across the Delta?

Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-

gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

M y 30th high school 
reunion is this summer. 

Since graduation, I’ve wished 
several times for a “do over.” 
Reality is that I can’t change the 
past. However, I can learn from 
my past (Prov. 24:32), so I don’t 
repeat it and then educate the 
next generation to “do right” in 
the first place instead of desiring 
a do over.  

I recently led Prepare-Enrich 
Facilitator Training for pastors 
and staff, which equips ministers 
to guide pre-marital and married 
couples toward healthier 
relationships. In approaching pre-
marital discipleship, I encourage 
ministers to review their first 
years of marriage and identify 
what they wish they would have 
known or practiced early on. If 
they had an opportunity for a 
do over, then what would they 
do right in the first place? They 
can then learn to help couples in 
those areas.

As I look back at the first years 
of marriage and parenting, I wish 
I had some do overs. I would do 
over Scripture memory and be 
more intentional memorizing 
Scripture. I would do over stew-
ardship and financial planning. 
I would do over praying with 
wife and family. I would do over 
studying, discussing and applying 
Scripture in our marriage and 
family. Over time I have learned 
and grown in these areas.

One of my approaches in 
learning from my mistakes and 
desiring a do over is to educate 
and equip the next generation 
with practical ideas and biblical 
strategies that will set them on 
the right path earlier in life so 
that their trajectory leads to 
spiritual growth and long-term 
kingdom impact.  

If you languish for some do 
overs in your life, then don’t 
waste what you’ve learned. Share 
some of your wisdom with the 
next generation so they can do 
right. Don’t wait for them to ask 
you, reveal some of your do over 
stories so they can learn from you 
and do right. It’s very likely that, 
when my children reach their 
30th high school reunions, they 
will have some do over stories to 
share. Prayerfully, they will not 
repeat my do over stories because 
I’ve taught them to do right.

Ben Phillips serves on the ABSC 

evangelism and church health team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

‘Do over’ and ‘do right’

President’s 
Perspective
Sam Roberts

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker
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The launch of the Williams 
Honors Program is intended 
to coincide with the college’s 
75th anniversary. We think it 
is an ideal occasion to begin 
this major 
academic initia-
tive, represent-
ing, as it does, 
the college’s 
profound com-
mitment to academic excel-
lence.

The program is a logical 
move for WBC, due to 
the college’s long-standing 
excellent and rigorous 
academic culture and decades-
long tradition of academic 

Camp Siloam: Make a difference in your marketplace
I understood one fifth of 

the conversation. My co-
worker, Anthony Chastain, 
understood half of what Jason 
Robinson said. Neither of us 
knew how much we needed 
Robinson’s help. 

Robinson is the team 
leader for information 
services enterprise storage at 
Tyson Foods. He is helping 
Camp Siloam create a digital 
network plan. Robinson 
attended Camp Siloam as a 
counselor in 2015. At the end 
of the week he said, “Hey, 
I’ve had a great week, and 
I’d love to be a part of what’s 
happening here.” Robinson 
explained he’d like to use his 
gifts and vocation for God’s 
kingdom work.

Robinson is a great example 
of Colossians 3:23 (ESV), 
which says, “Whatever you 
do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men.” At 
Camp Siloam part of our 
mission is to see campers and 
staff discover 
their purpose 
in God’s 
kingdom. It is 
exciting when 
that concept 
clicks with a young person.

Kelton Hays played 
football at Henderson 
State University. He was 
saved in college and began 
attending the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM) at 
Henderson State. He came 
to work for Camp Siloam for 

two summers. (Hays played 
Snorrie in the 2011 True 
North theme and the Boogie 
Man in the 2012 Superheroes 
theme.) During his time at 
Siloam, I talked to him about 
using his gifts for the glory of 

God. I know 
Neil Nelson 
at Henderson 
State’s BCM 
and David 
James, the 

young leaders’ team leader 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, also discipled 
and encouraged him. 
Hays went on to become 
an accountant with Price 
Waterhouse, and now is 
the finance manager with 
the Centers for Mission 

Mobilization in Fayetteville. 
It thrills me to know that 

our BCM and Camp Siloam 
had an impact on Hays and 
his wife, Aubree, and watch 
God work in their lives. 
Last year, 2.7 percent of our 
campers made commitments 
to missions or full-time 
ministry. While we celebrate 
those campers, it means 97 
percent of campers likely leave 
camp not understanding the 
“priesthood of the believer” 
concept.  

Our mission is that more 
campers would begin to 
think, pray and dream about 
how God has gifted them 
to serve His kingdom and 
what role they can fulfill 
in His kingdom. We want 

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

ABCHomes: May is National Foster Care Month
M ay is National Foster 

Care Month. Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) is participating in 
this effort by encouraging 
churches to adopt local Divi-
sion of Children and Family 
Services (DCFS) family ser-
vice workers (FSW).

These dedicated individuals 
have the unenviable task of 
determining if a child should 
be removed from his or her 
home. These homes, at times, 
are unsafe not only for the 
child but also for the FSW. 

To make matters worse, in 
the past year 1,425 children 
were removed from their 
homes after normal working 

hours due to immediate dan-
ger, often in the middle of the 
night. 

ABCHomes is asking 
churches to begin ministering 
to FSWs in their counties this 
month by preparing “after-
hour care pack-
ets.” Most of the 
time, workers 
are equipped 
with items to ad-
dress the child’s 
needs. The focus of this effort 
is to take care of the workers. 

Many of these workers are 
parents. On any given night, 
workers may have a child in 
their backseats who has not 
been bathed, is wearing filthy 
clothes and is possibly infest-

ed with lice. The next morn-
ing, workers may put their 
own child in that same car 
seat to drive to school. Provid-
ing something as simple as 
sanitizing wipes or spray is 
helpful so that workers can 

feel safe allow-
ing their own 
child to ride 
in their per-
sonal vehicles. 

Other items 
for the packet could include 
lip balm, water, hand sanitizer 
packets, snacks or small flash-
lights. It would also be nice 
to include a soft praise and 
worship CD for workers to lis-
ten to as they return to their 
homes after placing the child 

in a safe place. 
ABCHomes has created a 

plan to help churches create a 
local child welfare ministry. 

In addition to adopting 
an FSW, ABCHomes’ Con-
nected Foster Care ministry 
is equipping local churches to 
address the foster bed short-
ages in their communities. 

Connected provides and/or 
mobilizes resources needed to 
make foster care successful in 
Arkansas while giving Baptist 
churches an opportunity to 
take active roles in ministry to 
foster care children, families 
and state FSWs, and  also, at 
the same time, reaching out 
to the biological families of 
foster children with a goal of 

ABCHomes
Charles Flynn

to see campers and staff 
become teachers, engineers, 
construction workers, retail 
owners and factory workers 
and make a difference in the 
workplace.  

Just think how we could 
transform the workplace if 
we all lived out Philippians 
2:14-15 (ESV) on the job: 
“Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, that 
you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world.” 

How can you be the light of 
the world at your job?

Jason Wilkie is executive 

director of Camp Siloam. 

reunification.
Besides ministering to 

children in Connected fos-
ter homes, ABCHomes also 
meets the needs of children 
and teens in crisis by provid-
ing residential care at the 
Baptist Children’s Home 
in Monticello and the Boys 
Ranch in Harrison in addi-
tion to emergency receiving 
homes in Judsonia, Paragould 
and West Fork.

To receive an “after-hour 
care packet” idea sheet to 
share with your church or 
to learn more, email con-
nected@abchomes.org or call 
(800) 838-2272, ext. 5167.

Charles Flynn is program direc-

tor of ABCHomes.

Welcome to the Williams Baptist Honors Program
W illiams Baptist 

College (WBC) will 
launch its new Williams 
Honors Program this fall, 
and we will have the privilege 
of announcing our first Coe 
Honors Scholars. Students 
selected for this prestigious 
program will participate in 
a wide array of academic 
opportunities and challenges.

The title of Coe Scholar is a 
tribute to the late Henry and 
Verbeth Coe of Tuckerman. 
The Coes were longtime 
supporters of WBC who 
recently left an estate gift 
of nearly $1 million to the 
college.

honors activities and 
organizations.

Currently, Williams is 
host to 10 national and 
international academic honor 

organizations. 
Over the 
past decades, 
many of 
Williams’ best 
students have 

participated in these honor 
organizations. The new 
Honors Program is meant to 
enhance the larger academic 
culture at Williams by 
offering gifted, high-achieving 
students, in all disciplines, 
select opportunities for 

intellectual enrichment and 
recognition.

The Honors Program will 
be open to students with 
proven records of academic 
achievement. They will be 
invited, and expected, to 
participate in symposia, 
lectures, special field trips and 
other academic enrichment 
activities.  

On some occasions, the 
Coe Scholars will also serve 
as academic ambassadors for 
the college, helping to recruit 
high-achieving students to 
attend Williams.

I am honored to be the 
director of the Williams 

Honors Program, but I am 
hardly working alone. It 
has been a great privilege 
for me to work closely 
with a committee of senior 
faculty and administrators 
in developing the program. 
Fortunately, I will have the 
Honors Program Council, 
a group of senior faculty, to 
help with all of this.

If you know of high-
achieving students who are 
interested in being a Coe 
Scholar, please contact me at 
kstartup@wbcoll.edu.

Ken Startup is vice president 

for academic affairs and professor 

of history at Williams Baptist. 

ABSC AGENCIES

Williams Baptist
Ken Startup
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continued from page 3
CANDIDATES
congregations would do as 
they have always done – sup-
port the world mission effort,” 
said Crosby.

Gaines acknowledged that 
in the past Bellevue Baptist 
has given directly to the SBC 
Executive Committee – but 
no longer does so. While the 
decision of how to appropriate 
financial gifts should be left to 
autonomous local churches, 
Gaines said he encourages 
churches to give through CP.

“We need to reach people at 
home and overseas. The light 
that shines the farthest shines 
the brightest at home. There 
are more than 3 million lost 

people in my state (Tennes-
see). Texas has more than 18 
million lost people. All souls 
matter, at home or overseas. 
Every state convention should 
forward as much money as 
possible to support SBC mis-
sions. But each state conven-
tion should be allowed to de-
cide such issues without pres-
sure from the national SBC,” 
said Gaines. 

“I discourage ‘designating’ 
money. The SBC does not 
need to regress to societal giv-
ing. Instead, we should cooper-
ate,” he added.

Priority issues 
All three possible candi-

dates agree that the churches 
that make up the SBC are in 
dire need of revival and a re-

newed emphasis on coopera-
tion.

Crosby said that he would 
like to see churches refocus on 
what the role of cooperation 
within the SBC should look 
like.

“I don’t need the SBC to 
have a worship service, con-
duct small groups, or launch 
local mission efforts. Church-
es accomplish these things 
on their own all the time. I 
certainly don’t need the SBC 
to tell me what to preach or 
how to spend our money as 
a church,” said Crosby. “The 
SBC is not in charge of the 
local church. Cooperation for 
the sake of missions, theologi-
cal education, and benevolent 
enterprises is the life of our 
convention. Without it, we 

have no real reason to exist.”
Crosby added that he feels 

SBC churches need to recog-
nize the importance of preach-
ing and living out the gospel 
in love and providing for the 
needs of their neighbors.

Greear said that his priori-
ties, if elected SBC president, 
would revolve around: 1) “a 
continued re-awakening to the 
gospel,” 2) “we need to bring 
a new generation of Southern 
Baptists to the table to partner 
with older generations in the 
cooperative missions of the 
SBC,” and 3) “we need to see 
diversification in the leader-
ship of the SBC.”

Gaines praised Ronnie 
Floyd, senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas 
and current president of the 

SBC, for his two years of lead-
ership and said that, if elect-
ed, he planned to continue 
Floyd’s emphasis on spiritual 
awakening.

Gaines said that the priori-
ties of his presidency would 
be spiritual awakening, soul 
winning and stewardship. 
He specifically addressed the 
necessity of prayer in regards 
to revival and awakening, the 
SBC’s falling numbers of bap-
tisms in recent decades and 
the need for pastors to teach 
their congregations to give sac-
rificially in order to create a 
“bigger pie” of money that can 
be used for SBC missions.

Read part 2 of this story in the 

May 19 edition of the ABN. Con-

tact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@

arkansasbaptist.org.

Floyd: Building relationships 
a key to child care support
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

ROGERS – Building strong re-
lationships with churches and 
their pastors is key to commu-
nicating to Southern Baptists 
the growing need for their 
support of child care services, 
Ronnie Floyd, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) and senior pastor of 
Cross Church northwest Ar-
kansas, told members of Bap-
tist Coalition for Children and 
Families (BCCF) gathered for 
the organization’s 68th annual 
meeting.

About 45 members of 
BCCF from across the SBC 
gathered at Embassy Suites 
in Rogers for the April 12-15 
meeting. The meeting was 
hosted by Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries (ABCHomes).

Floyd welcomed BCCF 
members April 14 during the 
opening session of the group’s 
annual workshop. Cross 
Church recently donated land 
to ABCHomes to build a Fam-
ily Care Home for single adult 
women and their children.

“You have a good story, so 
tell your story,” said Floyd. 
“You’ve got a big upside; you 
just have to get your story out.”

Floyd recommended several 
ways for BCCF to effectively 
“get their story out” to South-
ern Baptists. “Our churches 
today have enormous hearts 
for foster children and orphan 

care,” he said. “In my 30 years 
as pastor, I’ve never seen such 
a commitment to orphan care 
as I see today.” 

Floyd’s seven recommenda-
tions on how to communicate 
with SBC churches were: 1) 
Establish in-depth relation-
ships with as many pastors as 
possible. “Ministry and money 
travel on the tracks of relation-
ships,” said Floyd. 2) Build 
relationships with leaders of 
top-giving churches to the Co-
operative Program. “Spend 
time getting to know pastors 
of these churches and deepen 
relationships with them. Don’t 
undervalue relationships.” 3) 
Spend time with local pas-
tors. “In 3 minutes or less, 
tell pastors your vision and 
insight into what you do, and 
ask them how you can better 
serve them. We exist to serve 
churches.” 4) Join organiza-
tions that pastors frequent. 5) 
Instill your vision into the next 
generation of Baptists. “Take 
them to lunch. Listen to them. 
Hear them. The key is to tell 
the 20- and 30-year-olds about 
your organization because 
they don’t know about you.” 
6) Don’t isolate your agency 
from the state convention. 
7) Attend annual SBC meet-
ings. “Please come. We need 
to know about your agencies, 
and you need to know and be 
aware of the bigger picture.” 

Also addressing the group 
was Adelaide Schaeffer, execu-
tive director of Champions for 

Kids. Schaeffer shared strate-
gies on moving beyond chari-
table giving and government 
giving to shared value partner-
ships. Since 2004, Champions 
for Kids has served more than 
5.4 million children across all 
50 states through in-store do-
nation campaigns, service proj-
ects and community events.

Rod Marshall, president of 
Alabama Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministry, 
said leadership development 
is a key BCCF focus. At this 
year’s meeting, sessions cov-
ered such topics as corporate 
fund-raising, foster and child-
care issues, advocacy and edu-
cation.

“Christian childcare can 
sometimes be challenging,” 
said Marshall. “The BCCF is 
a great opportunity for fellow-
ship and a remarkable chance 
to be better equipped to re-
spond to the needs of children 
and families.”

But there’s more to BCCF 
than professional develop-
ment. Between sessions, mem-
bers trekked to the Crystal 
Bridges Museum of American 
Art and the Walmart Museum 
featuring founder Sam Wal-
ton’s original 5 & 10 store. 
In addition, Clay Crosse, 
Dove Award winner and wor-
ship pastor at First Baptist  
Church of Bentonville, pre-
sented a mini concert to the 
group. 

“The BCCF annual meet-
ing was a wonderful event 

for this godly group of great 
friends who lead Baptist min-
istry to children and families 
throughout the Southern Bap-
tist Convention,” said David 
Perry, ABCHomes executive 
director. 

“BCCF is a remarkable 
group of godly people doing 
God’s work,” said Jerry Haag, 
president of Florida Baptist 
Children’s Homes. “The 
ideas, expertise and encourage-
ment spur each of us on.”

Founded in 1949 as the 
Southern Baptist Child Care 
Executives, BCCF’s purpose 
is strengthening members and 
their respective organizations 
through leadership develop-
ment, dynamic relationships, 
education and advocacy. 

Together, BCCF ministries 
served more than 663,000 
children and families in cri-
sis in 2015 with a total an-

nual budget of $201.3 million. 
Members of BCCF include 
19 Southern Baptist childcare 
agencies with 239 locations in 
17 states. Ministries include 
foster care; adoption; residen-
tial care for children and teen-
agers, expectant mothers and 
single-parent families; Chris-
tian counseling; mobile preg-
nancy centers and emergency 
care, among others.

Next year’s BCCF meeting 
will be April 4-7 in Oklahoma 
City and will be hosted by 
Oklahoma Baptist Homes for 
Children. BCCF membership 
includes CEOs and spouses 
of Baptist state convention 
affiliated child care agencies. 
Membership may also include 
administrators who report di-
rectly to the CEO, and the ad-
ministrators’ spouses.

Stella Prather is director of 

communications for ABCHomes.

David Perry (center), executive director of Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries (ABCHomes), and Stephanie Rodgers, former resident and past 
president of ABCHomes (right), talk with Ronnie Floyd, Southern Baptist Convention 
president and pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas, at the Baptist Coalition 
for Children and Families (BCCF) annual meeting April 14 in Rogers.
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Thank you, 
Dr. Floyd. 

Dr. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker and the Executive 

Board staff of the Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention wish to express our appreciation 

to Dr. Ronnie Floyd for serving two terms 

as president of the SBC. We are proud 

Dr. Floyd calls Arkansas home. We are  

grateful for his leadership in challenging us 

to see and pray for people who need to meet  

Jesus as Savior. His passion for spiritual 

awakening has moved more people than in 

any recent generation to extraordinary prayer 

in visible union for a movement of God. We are  

praying along with you.

to represent Christ through 
Crossover ministry in the 
city,” Floyd said of the annual 
evangelism outreach event that 
takes place each year in the an-
nual meeting’s host city. They 
also have an opportunity to 
“speak to the racial challenges 
that face not only St. Louis, 
but our entire nation.”

He noted, “I believe we will 
leave St. Louis with a power-
ful, strong, clear and encourag-
ing testimony of the need for 
loving one another, regardless 
of the color of one’s skin.” 

Crossover St. Louis
During this year’s Crossover 

evangelism outreach leading 
up to the annual meeting in 
St. Louis, an estimated 3,500 
Southern Baptist volunteers 
are expected to converge on 
the metropolitan area June 11.

Along the I-70 corridor 
through Missouri’s largest city 
are neighborhoods unreached 
with the gospel, said Jim 
Breeden, St. Louis Metro Bap-
tist Association’s (SLMBA) ex-

ecutive director. “We have 12 
unreached areas of St. Louis 
that don’t have a Southern 
Baptist church within a three-
to-five-mile radius,” he said. 
“Visitors driving on the I-70 
corridor will pass some of the 
darkest and most dangerous 
areas of our city.”

During Crossover, volun-
teer teams will visit five of 
those unreached areas to share 
the gospel. SLMBA hopes to 
recruit church planters long-
term via the evangelism out-
reach, Breeden said.

Four more area associations 
among the St. Louis metro 
area’s 2.73 million residents 
are also planning Crossover 
events: Jefferson, Franklin 
and Two Rivers associations 
in Missouri, plus Metro East 
in Illinois.

Churches taking teams to 
St. Louis can download a dis-

tance partner form at cross-
overstlouis.com, or contact 
Tom Firasek, SLMBA’s min-
istry and partnership coordi-
nator, at 214-225-1948 or tfi-
rasek@stlbaptist.org.

Election
As Floyd wraps up his sec-

ond and final term as SBC 
president in June, messengers 
will elect a new leader. At least 
three candidates are expected 
to be nominated for SBC pres-
ident: North Carolina pastor 
J.D. Greear, Tennessee pastor 
Steve Gaines and Louisiana 
pastor David Crosby (see re-
lated story page 3).

Other SBC business
Messengers gathering in St. 

Louis will consider a variety of 
recommendations during the 
annual meeting. Among them:

– A recommendation 

amending SBC Bylaw 26 re-
garding questions to SBC en-
tity leaders from the floor dur-
ing the annual meeting. The 
recommendation is intended 
to provide consistency in the 
time allotted for messengers to 
ask questions. The Executive 
Committee will present the 
recommendation to messen-
gers during the SBC’s meeting.

– A one-time transfer of 
funds from the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) 
to the International Mission 
Board (IMB) to assist IMB per-
sonnel leaving the board dur-
ing its “organizational reset.”

– A new name for Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary. If messengers give 
approval to the name change, 
the new name will be Gate-
way Seminary of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. To take 
effect, the bylaw amendment, 

approved during last year’s an-
nual meeting in Columbus, 
Ohio, must be approved again 
by messengers in St. Louis.

Pastors’ Conference
With the theme Live This! 

the June 12-13 Pastors’ Con-
ference will welcome pastors 
and their wives for a two-day 
event of preaching, worship 
and prayer at the convention 
center.

Southern Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference president John 
Meador said pastors need to 
heed Scripture’s call to “do the 
work of an evangelist.” Among 
this year’s scheduled speakers: 
IMB president David Platt, 
LifeWay Research executive di-
rector Ed Stetzer and pastors 
Greg Laurie, Jack Graham, 
James MacDonald, Byron Mc-
Williams, Noah Oldham and 
Jimmy Scroggins. 

continued from page one

SBC
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The Pastors’ Conference 
is free and requires no regis-
tration. To learn more about 
this year’s schedule, sponsors 
and theme, visit sbcpc.net. 
This year’s preferred Twitter 
hashtag will be #LIVETHIS.

‘Sending Celebration’
The SBC annual meeting 

will feature a joint “Sending 
Celebration” as the IMB and 
NAMB celebrate overseas mis-
sionaries and North Ameri-
can church planters, along 
with their sending churches, 
as they answer God’s call to 
plant churches and make dis-
ciples in the U.S. and around 
the world.

The Sending Celebration, 
scheduled for Wednesday af-
ternoon, June 15, at Ameri-
ca’s Center in St. Louis, will 
display how God has a place 
for every church – and every 
Christian – to be on mission 
with Him, for His glory.

Send NA luncheon
Send Relief will be launched 

officially by NAMB during 
the Send Luncheon at noon 
on June 13 at The Dome at 
America’s Center. Luncheon 
attendees will hear stories of 
how churches throughout 
North America are meeting 
needs as they engage their 
communities with the gospel. 
NAMB will provide ways to 
help equip churches to more 

effectively do the same thing 
in their community.

The luncheon is free, but 
tickets are required. To ob-
tain a free ticket for the event, 
visit namb.net/sendluncheon. 
SBC attendees can also learn 
how their churches can be-
come more involved in church 
planting.

Ministers’ wives
Ministers’ wives attending 

the SBC meeting may attend a 
variety of events based on the 
theme Be Encouraged, includ-
ing a Pastors’ Wives Confer-
ence, a Ministers’ Wives Lun-
cheon and a Women’s Expo.    

Anita Renfroe, a popular 
Christian comedian and com-
municator, will be the keynote 
speaker at two of the three 
events. 

The Pastors’ Wives Confer-
ence, held during the morning 
session of the Pastors’ Confer-
ence on Monday, June 13, 
from 9-11:30 a.m., will feature 
teaching sessions as well as 
table discussions.

The Ministers’ Wives’ Lun-
cheon will be at noon on June 
14 in the Marriott St. Louis 
Grand-Majestic Ballroom. 
Renfroe will lead during the 
annual luncheon.

Wellness center
GuideStone Financial Re-

sources will offer a wellness 
center during both the Pas-

tors’ Conference and annual 
meeting, June 13–15. Messen-
gers may visit the exhibit hall 
during operating hours to take 
advantage of the wellness cen-
ter’s free services.

GuideStone also will be 
available to answer partici-
pants’ retirement, investment 
and insurance questions. 
Three different seminars will 
be offered, focusing on retire-
ment benefits, health care re-
form and younger participants 
getting started with retirement 
saving. A representative of the 
Social Security Administra-
tion will be available to answer 
questions about Social Securi-
ty benefits, both for ministers 
and non-ministers.

Registration
Register online at sbcannual-

meeting.net under the Messen-

gers/Guests tab. To help ensure 
the orderly flow of attendees 
and enhance security of the 
convention hall, this year each 
messenger, exhibitor and guest 
will need to be registered and 

properly badged for entrance 
into the general sessions June 
14-15.

After completing online reg-
istration, each individual will 
receive an eight-digit registra-
tion code to present at the an-
nual meeting’s express registra-
tion lane. There, the registra-
tion code can be entered into 
a computer and a nametag will 
be printed.

Resolutions
Messengers planning to 

propose resolutions must 
submit them no later than 
15 days prior to the annual 
meeting. Detailed guidelines 
on submitting resolutions are  
available at sbcannualmeeting.
net under the Messengers/
Guests tab. Resolutions may 
be submitted online but must 
be followed up by a letter of 
credentials from the submit-
ter’s church.

Children, students
Registration is open for pre-

school child care, Giant Cow 

Children’s Ministries, Chil-
dren in Action Missions Camp 
and Youth on Mission in con-
junction with annual meeting.

Southern Baptist disaster 
relief child care volunteers will 
care for preschoolers; Giant 
Cow Children’s Ministries 
will lead the 5- to 12-year-olds, 
and the Woman’s Missionary 
Union will guide Youth on 
Mission curricula and activi-
ties.

All activities for children 
and youth will be housed at 
America’s Center, the an-
nual meeting site. Youth who 
have completed grades 7-12 
will begin their days at the 
convention center with wor-
ship before going into the  
community for hands-on mis-
sion projects.

Pre-registration is required 
and is available online at sb-
cannualmeeting.net under 
the “children/youth” tab, 
with a deadline of May 6 or  
whenever the limitation of 120 
children is reached. Registra-
tions will not be taken on site.

continued from page one

BOYCOTT
or fitting room facility that 
corresponds with their gender 
identity.”

The release added that Tar-
get “supports the federal Equal-
ity Act.” In a separate release, 
Target stated the proposed fed-
eral legislation “would amend 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to 
include sexual orientation and 
gender identity, and ban dis-
crimination in areas including 
employment, housing, access 
to credit, public education and 
accommodations.”

In response, the American 
Family Association (AFA) 
launched an online campaign 
seeking commitments from 
consumers to boycott Target. 
As of late afternoon April 26, 

more than 760,000 people 
had signed the pledge, which 
is being promoted with the 
hashtag #BoycottTarget.

“Corporate America must 
stop bullying people who 
disagree with the radical left 
agenda to remake society into 
their progressive image,” AFA 
president Tim Wildmon said 
in an April 21 news release. 
“#BoycottTarget has resonat-
ed with Americans. Target’s 
harmful policy poses a dan-
ger to women and children.  
Predators and voyeurs would 
take advantage of the policy to 
prey on those who are vulner-
able.

“It’s clear now that many 
customers agree. Target shop-
pers are leaving their allegiance 
to the store behind – and by 
the thousands every hour. No 
store can withstand that sort 
of loss,” Wildmon said.

Faith Driven Consumer 

(FDC) launched a campaign 
urging consumers to shop at 
10 alternative stores “offering 
products in competition with 
Target,” according to an April 
26 news release. The campaign 
particularly encourages shop-
ping at Walmart and is being 
promoted with the hashtag 
#BUYcottWalmart.

“There’s a critical business 
lesson to be learned with Tar-
get’s recent decision,” FDC 
founder Chris Stone said. 
“When including one group, 
don’t expressly exclude an-
other.”

Such realities led Mohler, 
president of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, to con-
clude April 26 in his daily pod-
cast The Briefing.

“There is no perfect eco-
nomic stance from which to 
operate without some complic-
ity in larger moral questions in 
the economy.” 
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Evangelist
Lawrence J. 
Woodard 
Ministries

– Revivals
– Prophecy conferences
– Studies of Daniel and Revelation
– Studies of the spirit world

Address: 
Evangelist Lawrence J. Woodward
P.O. Box 1331
Clarksville, AR 72830

479-292-0330

Conservative – Fundamentalist

Newly-elected officers for the Fellowship of Retired Baptist Workers are Ron West 
(from left), president; Ken Jerome, first vice president; Margaret Robertson, secre-
tary, and Ken Barnard, Jr., second vice president. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Tingle shares his journey of faith with retirees
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Robby Tingle, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
executive and administrative 
team member, walked confi-
dently into the annual meet-
ing of the Fellowship of Re-
tired Baptist Workers 
April 19 under his 
own power.

Tingle was severely 
injured in an automo-
bile accident on Feb. 
16, 2014. Following 
long stints in the hos-
pital, 27 surgeries, the 
amputation of one 
of his legs below the 
knee and being fitted with a 
prosthetic, he is now able to 
walk under his own power 
once again.

Like its name implies, the 
Fellowship of Retired Baptist 
Workers is a group of retired 
Arkansas Baptist ministers 
and ministers’ wives who 
meet annually to have a time 
of fellowship and worship 
and to honor their colleagues 
and friends who have passed 
away during the previous year. 

The group meets each spring 
at Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock.

Tingle was the featured 
speaker during this year’s 
event. Many in attendance ei-
ther know him personally or 
have been following his medi-
cal progress closely through 
Arkansas Baptist News, ABSC, 

association or local 
church reports. 

Tingle referenced 
the biblical story of 
Joshua and Caleb 
found in the book of 
Numbers.

“Caleb teaches us 
that it is not necessar-
ily where we are, it is 
Whose we are,” said 

Tingle. “There is a lot of dis-
tance sometimes between the 
given promise and the realized 
promise. … What’s fascinating 
is that even in the hardships, 
it became the hardships that 
convinced Caleb even more to 
trust in the promise of God.”

“We find ourselves in situ-
ations that aren’t our deci-
sions,” said Tingle, referring to 
his 2014 automobile accident.

“I realized I was in a situ-
ation where I didn’t know 

whether my next breath would 
be here on earth or my next 
breath would be in the very 
presence of God,” he said. 
“Caleb didn’t ask for the wil-
derness, but he got it. Moses 
wasn’t looking for the wilder-
ness and got it. But can I say 
to you that without the wilder-
ness Joshua may not have been 
convinced that God could 
have taken Canaan? It was in 
the wilderness experience that 
they saw the very hand of God 
at work time and time again.”

Tingle said that, as he was 
being taken to the hospital’s 
trauma center following his 
accident, he prayed that God 
would allow him to survive in 
order to grow old with his wife 
and walk his daughter down 
the aisle. However, in the 
midst of it all, he remembers 
an assurance of believing that 
God is God.

“There is a confidence, and 
there is a peace, and there is a 
certainty and there is an assur-
ance that God is Who He says 
He is,” said Tingle.

Tingle said that every per-
son encounters “wilderness 
experiences” in their lives. 
However, for those who follow 
Christ, there is a deep peace 

even in the midst of unexplain-
able adversity.

“The key to why he (Joshua) 
still had it was because he un-
derstood the wilderness and 
was able to say, ‘I walk humbly 
with the Lord,’” said Tingle.

In addition to Tingle’s 
message, special music was 
provided by the Arkansas 
Master’Singers, and worship 
was led by Dave Whittington, 
Park Hill music and worship 
pastor. 

Retired pastors Billy Kite 
and Paul Sanders shared testi-
monies, and Dennis Wilkins, 

interim director of missions 
for North Pulaski Baptist Asso-
ciation, led a time of directed 
prayer. 

Rex Horne gave an Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation report 
during the luncheon that fol-
lowed the program.

Newly-elected officers for 
the Fellowship of Retired Bap-
tist Workers are Ron West, 
president; Ken Jerome, first 
vice president; Ken Barnard, 
Jr., second vice president, and 
Margaret Robertson, secretary.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 

caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Tingle

12 saved during northern Pulaski Co. outreach
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – If 
you happened to be in the Oak 
Grove neighborhood of North 
Little Rock on the morning of 
April 16, you may have heard 
some interesting sounds com-
ing from Graves Memorial 
Baptist Church.

Classic tunes ranging 
from The Village People’s 

“Y.M.C.A.” to Neil Diamond’s 
“Sweet Caroline” were blar-
ing on loudspeakers flanking 
tables of supplies and boxes. 
The music was designed to 
help volunteers from North 
Pulaski Baptist Association 
(NPBA) churches as they pack-
aged meals and packed them 
into boxes to send to people 
in need. It must have worked 
– 20,000 meals were packaged 
throughout the day. 

In addition to packaging 
meals, the association hosted 
block parties at Cedar Heights 
Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, and the Woodbend 
Apartments in Maumelle, 
did yard work at 13 homes, 
cleaned trash from roadsides 
and ditches throughout the 
area, cleaned flower beds out 
at a local elementary school, 
entertained senior citizens at 
three different senior centers, 

made repairs on two homes 
and prepped one home for 
painting during the one-day 
mission trip to the northwest 
part of Pulaski County.

Dennis Wilkins, NPBA’s in-
terim associational missionary, 
said 300 volunteer missionar-
ies from 20 churches partici-
pated in the one-day mission 
event. Twelve people accepted 
Christ during the various out-
reach events.

Tracy Archibald, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
block party coordinator, and 
18 members from the church 
plant that he pastors, Cross 
Points Baptist Church, Para-
gould, came to volunteer at 
the block party held at Cedar 
Heights.

“We had a little over 215 
workers and guests (at the 

See OUTREACH page 11
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caused us to slide upright for 
a few feet then the bus tipped 
over on to the passenger side 
and slid for a few more feet,” 
he added. “Once we were able 
to gather ourselves and get 
off of the bus we realized our 
church van following us had 
been hit directly head on. We 
immediately realized they sus-
tained much more serious in-
juries.”

Hurst said nine of the 23 
church members involved in 
the accident were transported 
to the hospital for treatment.

“As of April 26 all but one 
has been released from the 
hospital,” said Hurst. “We are 
praying for the gentleman who 
was driving the vehicle that im-
pacted our vehicles. We pray 
for his complete recovery and 
that he has a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.”

Hurst said that he and his 
fellow church members are 
incredibly thankful to God, 
the first responders and police 
who aided them following the 
accident; and for fellow Chris-
tians who prayed for them, 
and their pastor, Larry Bal-
lard, who was a “tremendous 
help to all of us in many dif-

ferent ways,” as well as for the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
for its initial reporting, “which 
allowed many of you to pray 
for us.”

More than 149,000 people 
viewed short news account 
of the accident posted on 
the ABN Facebook page, and 
submitted 700 comments in-
cluding many prayers. Addi-
tionally, the story was shared 
by more than 900 Facebook 
users. 

“We have a saying around 
Crystal Hill Baptist Church. It 
goes like this, ‘God is good all 
the time.’ We believe this state-
ment now more than ever, and 
we pray our God will receive 
glory and praise from our re-
sponse to this accident,” said 
Hurst.

Hurst said that Crystal Hill 
Baptist is currently dealing 
with insurance issues regard-
ing the accident.

“If you are a pastor or a 
church administrator, please 
review your insurance policies 
and make sure you have the 
maximum amount of coverage 
your church can afford,” said 
Hurst. “It’s only a small piece 
of the puzzle but an important 
one. You never know what 
may come your way.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 

caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
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Members of Crystal Valley Baptist Church in Little Rock are attended by emergency 
responders after the April 18 accident near Harrison. Photo by Harrison Daily News 
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Cedar Heights block party). … 
It went well,” said Archibald.

The Cedar Heights block 
party was not only a great time 
of ministry but also a training 
session for NPBA volunteers, 
according to Archibald.

“It was a dual purpose out-
reach and training session. 
… They (NPBA) are thinking 
of doing a block party trailer. 
That was the other purpose -- 
really making sure they knew 
how to run the machines and 
all the rules and regulations 
and stuff,” he said.

“We had some decisions 
and prospects of people look-
ing for church homes. We 
had a lot of one-on-one con-
versations with people,” said 
Archibald. “We planted some 
seeds and watered some seeds 
because some seeds had al-
ready been planted.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 

caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN cartoonist wins EPA award
LANCASTER, Pa. – Gary 
Thomas, Arkansas Baptist News 
cartoonist, has been recog-
nized among the best evangeli-
cal cartoonists in the 
nation.

Thomas was award-
ed fourth place at the 
Evangelical Press As-
sociation (EPA) an-
nual convention held 
in Lancaster, Pa., 
April 6-8, for his edito-
rial cartoon, And Stay 
Out!, which depicted 
the Holy Bible being kicked 
out of the U.S. Supreme Court 
building in Washington, D.C.

“The message is great. … 
Political issues are most often 
not said with such directness. 
I think that gives the bold mes-

sage,” an EPA judge 
wrote of Thomas’ 
work, adding: “I like 
the fact this newspa-
per had the courage to 
repeat this fact.”

"As with many of 
my cartoons, I draw 
what I observe. Clear-
ly, the United States 
Supreme Court has 

rejected the very foundation 
of our judicial standard – The 
Word of God,” said Thomas, 

Thomas

adding "I'm grateful for the 
opportunity to draw for the 
Arkansas Baptist News. I am 
thankful to the EPA for the 
award."

Read breaking news online at 
arkansasbaptist.org
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Doug Quillin, 81, of Gur-
don, died March 
18 in Arkadel-
phia. 

He was a 
member and 
deacon of Cen-
ter Point Baptist 
Church, Gur-

don, where he served as music 
minister for more than 40 
years. He owned and operated 
Doug’s Grocery in Gurdon for 
many years. 

Quillin served on the board 
of the housing authority, the 
Central Arkansas Develop-
ment Council and the Senior 
Council for Aging, all in Gur-
don.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 61 years, Joyce 
Coon Quillin, and is survived 
by two sons, five grandchil-
dren, nine great-grandchildren 
and a brother.

Funeral services were held 
March 21 at Ruggles-Wilcox 
Funeral Home in Arkadelphia, 
followed by burial at Richland 
Cemetery in Gum Springs.

Billy Wayne Burks, 62, of 
White Hall, died April 19 at 
Jefferson Regional Medical 
Center in Pine Bluff. He was 
pastor of Whispering Pines 
Cowboy Church in Pine Bluff.

He was preceded in death 

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Obituaries by a son and six brothers. 
Survivors include his wife, 

Hallie Gerard Burks, two 
daughters, two sisters and six 
grandchildren.

A memorial service was 
held April 22 at Whispering 
Pines Cowboy Church. 

Bill Burton Westfall, 81, of 
Little Rock, died April 8. 

He served in 
the Army and 
retired from 
Baptist Medical 
Center as direc-
tor of linen ser-
vices. 

He was a dea-
con, Sunday school teacher 
and youth sponsor. For the 
past 26 years, he was an active 
member of Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church in Little Rock. 

He enjoyed mission trips 
and working with disaster re-
lief programs. 

He is survived by his wife of 
26 years, Joyce, four children, 
10 grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Westfall was preceded in 
death by a brother, two sisters 
and his first wife, Bessie Gill-
ham Westfall. 

Funeral services were held 
April 13 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church in Little 
Rock, followed by interment 
at Memorial Gardens in Hot 
Springs.

On the move

Looking to fill a staff position at your church? 

C l a s s i f i e d s
  

PASTOR

Friendship Baptist Church is accepting 
resumes until May 30th for a full-time 
pastor.  Applicants must have substantial 
experience as the senior pastor of a mid-
sized to large Southern Baptist Church and 
have a college degree in ministerial related 
studies.  Submit by mail to Friendship Bap-
tist Church, Attn. Search Committee, 767 
Rocky Point Road, Conway, AR 72032 or 
fbcvilonia@gmail.com.

Senior pastor, Ridgecrest Baptist, 
St Charles, Mo. See blog.ridgecrest.org for 
details. 

Central Baptist Church of Pine Bluff/
White Hall AR is accepting resumes for 
a full-time pastor. The desire of the 
church is a Spirit led pastor proclaiming 
the gospel of Jesus Christ; with a vision  for 
outreach, a love for all ages and a desire 
to grow leaders within the church.  Con-
tact CBC Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 
20336, White Hall, AR 71612-0336 or cbc-
secretary@cablelynx.com.

Barton Chapel Baptist Church seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Generous salary 

and parsonage. Church located 10 miles 
south of Tyronza, AR. (Heafer Commu-
nity) Please send resume to freddy.simp-
son@nglep.com.

First Baptist of Perryville accepting ap-
plications for full-time pastor. P.O. Box 
328, Perryville, AR 72126. Email patrick-
wsims@yahoo.com. 

Bi-vocational senior pastor po-
sition at Reynolds Park Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1828, Paragould, AR 72451, reynold-
sparkbaptist@gmail.com. Mail or email 
resume to Attn: Search Committee. 

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, 
Horatio, AR 71842.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Mountain Top Cowboy Church, Heber 
Springs, is looking for a bi-vocational 
worship leader to play the acoustic 
guitar and lead our congregation in sing-
ing country flavored old hymns. Interest-
ed candidates may contact church office, 

call 501-365-3690.
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking 

for a part-time children’s director for 
our growing Grove Kidz Ministry. E-mail 
your resume to ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.
org.

Eagle Heights Baptist Church is accept-
ing resumes for a full-time student 
pastor. Send resumes to EHBC, 703 E. 
Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or email to 
ehbcadmin@eagleheightsharrison.org. Job 
description is available at ehbcharrison.org.

Heart of Worship Baptist Church of Fort 
Smith, Arkansas is seeking a full time 
music/youth minister.  We are on the 
move, new location and new opportunity 
for the right person to build upon our pro-
gram.  Advance and grow in the ministry 
with us.  Send resume to: H.O.W., attn. 
Pastor James McNair, P. O. Box 3327, Fort 
Smith, Arkansas 72913-3327 or call 479-
459-3209.

First Baptist Church of Mena is look-
ing for a person who is Christ-centered, 
biblically grounded and passionate about 
working with students, children and their 
parents to serve as their new youth and 
children’s pastor. Send resumes and 

other inquires to jillnewbolt@yahoo.com.
FBC McRae seeking bi-vocational 

minister of youth. Interested parties 
please submit your resumes via email to 
kfowler2123@yahoo.com or by mail to 
FBC McRae, 703 E Second St., McRae, AR 
72102.  Person applying needs to be avail-
able Sundays (morning and evening),  
Wednesday evenings and other times for 
various youth activities, including camps in 
the summer. 

F/T worship pastor sought to lead 
blended worship in conservative, reformed 
SBC in Bartlesville, OK. (www.highlandpar-
kbaptist.net) Choir conducting, media skills 
preferred. Send resume to office@highland-
parkbaptist.net.

Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas, is seeking a dynamic minister 
to serve a diverse, metropolitan, 
student community. Responsibilities 
include leadership and supervision of as-
sociate staff and development of a creative 
and biblically based ministry to students. A 
minimum of 5 years experience in student 
ministry is required and experience serv-
ing multiple high schools is strongly pre-
ferred. Formal theological training required. 

Resumes may be sent to smsearch@ 
tallowood.org. 

Soaring Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch seeks a Christian couple as full-
time house parents to provide long-
term care for seven to 10 children, includ-
ing own, in a Christ-centered home. For 
more information, email jason@soaring-
wingsranch.com or visit www.swranch.
org.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, 
Berryville, is seeking a full-time wor-
ship leader. Please send resumes to 
Personnel Committee, 279 Highway 221 
S., Berryville, AR 72616 or shbc@shbc.
arcoxmail.com. Website: http://www.
myshbc.net.  

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume to 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, Attn: 
Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop, Harrison, 
AR 72601.

MISCELLANEOUS
Ken Jordan is now available for reviv-

als and supply. Call 501-472-1081.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad to submit your classified!

 Jonathan R. Kelley is serv-
ing as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, El Dorado.

Ryan McRae is serving 
as pastor of Ladelle Baptist 
Church, Monticello.

Tyler Lee is serving on 
staff of Union Valley Bap-
tist Church, Beebe, as  

Fairfield Bay Baptist 
Church, Fairfield Bay, will 
honor Pastor Ken Reece for 
50 years in the ministry dur-
ing the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service on July 31. A potluck 
luncheon, concert and recep-
tion will follow. For more in-
formation call 501-472-2644.

Church life music minister.
Matthew Overall is serving 

as pastor of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Warren.

Mike Gorman is serving 
as pastor of Cominto Baptist 
Church, Monticello.

Steven Thomas is serving 
as pastor of Trinity Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, coming 
here from Texas.

Eddie Hadabaugh is serv-
ing on staff of First Baptist 
Church, Elkins, as youth min-
ister. 

Ken Jordan has retired 
as pastor of Friendship Bap-
tist Church, Conway, having 
served there for 23 years.

Harrison Dale Noe is serv-
ing as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Marked Tree, coming 
here from Illinois. 

Reach thousands
of Arkansas Baptists 
with a classified ad  

in the ABN!
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Carl Bunch, former DOM, celebrates 100th birthday
Todd Bunch
Special to the ABN

JONESBORO – Longtime 
Arkansas Baptist leader John 
Carl Bunch celebrated his 
100th birthday on Saturday, 
April 16, at Jonesboro Health-
care Center, with a reception 
hosted by his children. 

Carl Bunch, or “Brother 
Bunch” as he is known to 
many throughout northeast 
Arkansas, was born April 15, 
1916, on a 160-acre southern 
Arkansas farm that had been 
given to his family by his great-
grandfather. His father had 
been handicapped by an inju-
ry he sustained as a teenager, 
and by age 9 Bunch was doing 
work that was required of most 
adults. As a teenager, he spent 
much of his spare time search-
ing throughout local farms to 
locate coveys of quail. Later, 
he would lead others on quail 
hunts. This gave him access 
to area business leaders. Two 
prominent Arkansas business 

leaders who visited Bunch’s 
family several times each year 
to quail hunt were Ben and 
Fred Laney. Ben Laney would 
later become Arkansas' 33rd 
governor. These experiences 
gave Bunch the opportunity to 
acquire leadership skills that 
endured for his lifetime.  

When Bunch was 18 years 
old, the Laney brothers offered 
him and his family the oppor-
tunity to relocate to Mississip-
pi County to farm on a large 
cotton plantation. The final 
decision to relocate was left to 
Bunch. There, in the Mississip-
pi Delta, the family was given 
access to choice farmland. 
Bunch developed a reputation 
as an excellent farmer with a 
bright future.  

In 1939, his father was 
killed in a hunting accident, 
and Bunch was saddled with 
additional responsibilities. 
However, in answering a call to 
the ministry, he would make 
his life’s biggest and most dif-
ficult decision. At age 26, with 

a wife and two sets of twins, he 
gave up the financial security 
he had acquired as a farmer 
and began preparing for the 
ministry.  

In 1949, Bunch became 
director of missions for Mt. 
Zion Baptist Association, 
which consisted of 36 South-
ern Baptist churches in or near 
Craighead County. With the 
exception of 1951-1955, he re-
mained Mt. Zion's director of 
missions for 28 years. He was 
passionate about local church 
missions. To Bunch, this was 
a seven-day-a-week responsibil-
ity.  

Observers said Bunch ac-
cepted the role of leadership 
well. The late C.Z. Holland of 
First Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, once stated that he knew 
of no other minister in South-
ern Baptist work who pos-
sessed more leadership ability 
than Bunch. He served on the 
Arkansas Baptist Conven-
tion executive board, on the 
Southern Baptist Convention 

10-Year planning commission 
and on the Williams Baptist 
College board of directors. 
These are a few examples of 
Bunch's willingness to serve.

As director of missions of 
Mt. Zion association, Bunch 
developed Mt. Zion Baptist 
Camp near Walcott State Park. 
The camp was instrumental in 
helping keep the 36 churches 
in the association united in 
local mission endeavors. To 
this day, one of his greatest 
thrills is learning that many of 
the youth who attended Mt. 
Zion Camp are now involved 
in mission activities locally 
and worldwide.   

Bunch and his wife, Alice, 
retired from leadership in 
northeast Arkansas in 1982. 
In 1984, after relocating to Mt. 
Ida, he became part-time asso-
ciational director of missions 
for Caddo Baptist Association, 
a position he held for another 
12 years. In the fall of 1997, 
the couple returned to Jones-
boro, where he remains today. 

Alice Bunch died in April 
2008, just two weeks before 
they were to celebrate their 
70th wedding anniversary. To-
gether, they raised six children 
and had 14 grandchildren. At 
his birthday celebration on 
April 16, all six children were 
present, as well as a number of 
his 14 grandchildren, 27 great-
grandchildren and seven great, 
great-grandchildren. 

Todd Bunch is grandson of 

Carl Bunch.

Carl Bunch with great grandson Luke 
Bunch on his 100th birthday.

Members of the Nominating Committee for the 2016 Arkansas Baptist State Convention invite Arkansas Baptists to submit names of persons to that committee to consider when they 
bring the convention nominations for state committees and boards. This recommendation will not insure nomination, but the committee will consider each recommendation. The 
committee will not contact any person recommended until they approve the nominations. The Nominating Committee will hold its first meeting in June and needs all recommendations 
no later than June 1. Members of the committee are:  Jeff Paxton, Chairman; Bill Bowen, J.D. Neeley, Paul White, Kelly Jones, Don Phillips, Ralph Mashburn, Phillip Smith, and Brian 

Leadership Profile for 2016 ABSC Nominating Committee

Whitney.
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ATLANTA (BP) – A diverse group of 18 
women is studying the perspectives and 
strategies women in Southern Baptist 
churches bring to the God-given task of 
fulfilling the Great Commission.

They comprise the Women’s Min-
istry Advisory Council appointed by 
Frank Page, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) Executive 
Committee. The council joins a list of 
advisory councils Page has appointed 
to provide insight into the needs, de-
sires and goals of the many groups rep-
resented in SBC life.

“We are excited about encourag-
ing our leaders in women’s ministries 
across our convention,” Page said 
when he announced plans to form the 
council. “Women, we appreciate you, 
and you are not alone!

“In each (advisory council) meet-
ing, we have sought to educate and 
encourage various demographic sub-
sets about the ‘proven and effective 
cooperative framework’ of our South-
ern Baptist Convention, foster open dia-
logue, and instill the essence of any and 
all concerns,” Page said. “We have sought 
to encourage confidence in the SBC way 
of doing missions.”

Advisory council member Chris 
Adams, senior lead women’s ministry 
specialist with LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and a member of Long Hol-

low Baptist Church in Hendersonville, 
Tenn., praised Page’s efforts.

“Many women in Southern Baptist 
churches do not feel valued as leaders 
though they want to make a kingdom dif-

ference,” she said at the advisory coun-
cil’s first meeting. “The fact that the SBC 
Executive Committee has asked about 
women in our churches is huge. Thank 

you for affirming the value of women 
and encouraging the use of our spiri-
tual gifts in ministry.”

Rhonda Kelley, an adjunct profes-
sor of women’s ministry at New Or-
leans Baptist Theological Seminary 
where her husband Chuck Kelley is 
president, chairs the council.

“While the SBC has always valued 
the worth of women and followed the 
biblical guidelines for female roles in 
the church,” Rhonda Kelley said of 
the group, “there is a sincere desire to 
increase the involvement of Southern 
Baptist women in biblically appropri-
ate ways at all levels of the convention 
and to provide the support services to 
maximize their service.”

Kelley, a member of First Baptist 
Church in New Orleans, referenced 
LifeWay Research indicating women 

comprise about 52 percent of church 
congregations. Historically, she said, 
women have often been the majority in 
church attendance and in participation 
in service projects.

“Charm is deceptive and beauty 
is fleeting, but a woman who fears 

the Lord will be praised...”
 Proverbs 31:30 (HCSB)

Women’s roles in SBC focus of advisory council

Zoo Church Village helps women out of addiction
Jessica Vanderpool
Special to the ABN

DENNARD – As most would 
agree, life can be a real zoo – 
full of obstacles, struggles and 
temptations. But The Zoo 
Church Village in Dennard 
is helping women overcome 
these struggles, specifically 
those involving addiction.

The church is doing so 
through its new women’s min-
istry, Zoo Outfitters Operation 
(ZOO): Outfitting Women 
to Live Without Addiction, 
which began in March. The 
goal of the biblically based 
program is to help women rid 
themselves of their addictions 
to alcohol and drugs.

Pastor Rick Montgomery 
said The Zoo Church Village, 
a Baptist church located at the 
site of an old roadside zoo that 
has been renovated, is located 
in one of the most notorious 
locations in Arkansas for mak-
ing and using methamphet-
amine, so the ZOO program 
is needed.

The program’s focal verse is 

Titus 2:12, which speaks about 
the command to “deny ungod-
liness and worldly desires and 
to live sensibly, righteously and 
godly in the present age.”

A desire to start the ministry 
had been on church members’ 
hearts for years, he explained. 
The church’s property was so 
run down when they acquired 
it about five years ago that 
church members didn’t real-
ize its potential, he said. But 
as they cleaned it up, they real-
ized God had provided them 
with a location for ministry. 

“So from the get-go, from 
about six months in, we 
planned to do this women’s 
ministry because it’s so desper-
ately needed,” he said.

Several programs are avail-
able for men, he said, but not 
many for women.

“It’s really a need, and I 
think the New Testament 
Church is supposed to meet 
those needs, so we’re really ex-
cited about it,” he said.

“You know, if you can’t find 
Christ, you’re probably not 
going to get rid of your addic-

tions,” he said, noting he truly 
believes “Christ is the answer 
to the problems.”

To participate, women must 
meet certain criteria, complete 
a series of interviews as well as 
a physical and a background 
check. Each participant must 
also pay an entry fee and sub-
mit to a drug test, though 
Montgomery clarified that the 
inability to pay the whole fee 
or pass the drug test does not 
necessarily prohibit one from 
entering the program.

Women are encouraged to 
pay a little each week, and the 
program also seeks support-
ers to give monthly amounts 
in order to keep the program 
afloat. 

Additionally, women are 
required to attend church. In 
fact, they must attend a church 
service before being consid-
ered as a candidate.

Montgomery said the resi-
dential program is fashioned 
after several similar programs, 
such as Renewal Ranch in 
Conway.

During the six-month pro-

gram, women work on the 
property and attend biblical 
classes “that direct them to live 
for Christ.”

“In the process of learning 
how to live for Christ, some 
of them will probably find 
Christ,” he said.

Without Christ and the 
power of the Holy Spirit with-
in a person, he said, “Some of 
these addictions – especially 
methamphetamine – I think 
they are just almost impossible 
to get over.”

In addition, volunteer coun-
selors work with participants 
weekly.

Montgomery hopes that 
after women complete the 
program, the church can help 
them transition to a local 
motel for another six months 
so they can monitor the 
women as they get jobs and 
transition into normal life.

“This is just a passion for 
us. … We covet everyone’s 
prayers,” Montgomery said.

Jessica Vanderpool is a former 

senior assistant editor for the  

Arkansas Baptist News.

‘Invite 1’ to VBS
Diana Davis
Baptist Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. (BP) 
– Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) – it’s not just for 
church kids! VBS can be 
a fantastic evangelism 
event. Catch a vision for 
how your VBS could im-
pact eternity.

Here is a 
simple plan 
to involve 
every mem-
ber of your 
c h u r c h 
or small 
group to 
engage un-

churched children in a 
life-changing VBS. It’s 
called: I Invited 1.

Issue a challenge. The 
goal is for every indi-
vidual in your church to 
personally invite one un-
churched boy or girl to 
VBS. Anyone can do that. 
Specifically issue a call to 
every child, senior adult, 
youth, single adult, cou-
ple and college student to 
take the challenge.

Make it easy. As you 
issue the challenge, give 
each person one great-
looking VBS invitation 
for the child they’ll invite. 
Pray over the invitations 
and ask God to direct 
each person to a child 
who needs Him.

Make it visual. Picture 
this: grannies and 4-year-
olds, teens and newcom-
ers all wearing “I Invited 
1” stickers. Wouldn’t it 
be fun if some needed a 
dozen stickers?

Create excitement.        
Strive for 100 percent 
involvement. Every per-
son of every age and cir-
cumstance can invite one 
child. Imagine what God 
can do if every member 
participates.

VBS staffers – hold 
on to your hats! God’s at 
work. His church is excit-
ed about inviting, and this 
may be the most thrilling 
VBS yet.

Keep Jesus’ words from 
Luke 14:23 in mind: “So 
his master said, ‘Go out 
into the country lanes 
and behind the hedges 
and urge anyone you find 
to come, so that the house 
will be full.’”

Davis

Women’s Ministry Advisory Council members in attendance at 
the inaugural meeting are, seated left to right, Chris Adams, 
Rhonda Kelley, Rhonda Rhea and Ana Melendez; and standing 
left to right, Jacqueline “Jacki” Anderson, Brandi Biesiadecki, 
Lourdes Fernandez, Elizabeth Luter, Trillia Newbell, Davee Ly, 
Candi Finch, Tabitha Barnette and Ashley Unzicker. They are 
joined by Frank Page. Photo by Roger S. “Sing” Oldham
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Howard Kisor
Russellville

In the course of my ministry – as I 
was attending various institutions of 
higher learning – I supplemented my 
income by working in three different 
hospitals as an orderly. 

In my capacity at the hospitals I as-
sisted in “code 
blue” calls. These 
calls were responses 
to life- threatening 
emergencies. 

Time and again, 
I witnessed doctors 
and nurses perform 
procedures on peo-
ple, reviving them from the 
brink of death; some had 
even been pronounced 
dead before the proce-
dures. However, I never ob-
served someone who had 
been dead for a day or two 
being brought back to life.

Peter was given a bold 
challenge by the circum-
stance of Tabitha’s death. 
This woman had dem-
onstrated the very essence of being a 
Christian by her continued good works 
toward the widows and charitable deeds 
to all she met. She became sick, an ill-
ness that would lead to her death. We 
are not told what the malady was, but 
in those days a common cold could lead 
to death due to the lack of modern-day 
medicines. We should count our bless-
ing that we live in this day and age.

Though Tabitha’s body had been pre-

pared for burial, the faithful disciples 
in Joppa took the bold step of faith and 
sent two men to urge Peter, in nearby 
Lydda, to come to them. No doubt in 
their minds they expected Peter to raise 
their friend from the dead. Why else 

would they have 
sent for him?

Peter went 
without delay to 
the Christians in 
Joppa. Upon his 
arrival, he heard 
the mourners and 
received testimony 

of Tabitha’s faithful wit-
ness. Hopefully, when we 
pass from this world, the 
same can be said of us.

Peter then took a bold 
step of faith by asking 
everyone to leave as he 
acted on the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit and raised 
Tabitha from the dead. 

This event had a great 
effect on the surround-

ing community, and many in Joppa 
believed in Jesus as the Son of God! 
Tabitha’s death and resurrection 
opened the doors for the gospel in that 
area. 

Having a bold faith can help us over-
come many obstacles in our life and 
prepare us to be bold witnesses for 
Jesus Christ in circumstances and ad-
versities we may face. 

What is your faith like today?

broken relationship. Healing came as 
Jesus and Peter walked beside the sea. 
Walking along the shore after break-
fast, Jesus asked Peter three times, “Do 
you love me?” (John 21:15-17, ESV). 
Jesus asked him once for each denial.  

Twice, Peter re-
plied using a word 
for a lesser kind of 
love (John 21:15-
16, ESV). The 
third time, Jesus 
used Peter’s word 
for love, reveal-
ing His coming to 

meet humans where we 
stand, healing our sins.

The confession by Peter 
and restoration (redemp-
tion) by Jesus led to the 
bold declaration by Peter 
of Jesus’ resurrection and 
redemptive power as Peter 
stood before the priests, 
scribes and critics in Jeru-
salem.

Acts 4:8-13 shows Peter 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 

boldly declaring Jesus – the same Jesus 
who healed a lame man – had risen 
from the dead (Acts 4: 10). Again, in 
verse 13, the Scripture reveals that 
the crowd noted “they had been with 
Jesus” (Acts 4:13, ESV).

The world is looking closely at 
Christians in these evil times. Let us 
also be filled with the Hold Spirit and 
proclaim boldly the name of Jesus.

When I was a child, my grandfather 
on my mother’s side would treat us to 
fish every week. He was a commercial 
fisherman on the Mississippi River near 
our hometown of 
Hannibal, Mo. Cat-
fish, drum, carp 
and other varieties 
of fish were caught 
in his hoop nets. 
We enjoyed eating 
those “love gifts” 
from his fishing 
endeavors. It wasn’t until 
I was older that I learned 
that some of those fish 
were considered “unclean” 
to the Israelites of the Old 
Testament. Even to this 
day, some in the Jewish 
faith observe that dietary 
restriction. That restric-
tion makes me glad for this 
vision that Peter had and 
that I am a Gentile.

We serve and believe in an accepting 
God who doesn’t restrict His salvation 
call to anyone. Romans 10:13, NKJV 
says, “For ‘whoever calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.’” 

Peter’s heart and head had to be re-
shaped to accept that the Gentile world 
was to be included in the saving grace of 
Christ’s gospel. The vision helped pave 

the way for the visitors he was about to 
receive. God was setting the stage for 
worldwide evangelism, and He wanted 
a smooth transition from the old to the 

new covenant.
Acting in ac-

cordance with the 
leadership of the 
Holy Spirit – which 
every Christian and 
church should do – 
Peter responded to 
the visitor’s request 

and traveled to the home 
of Cornelius, where he 
found a group of Gentile 
believers who worshipped 
the God of the Jews. 

Peter began to preach 
the life and message of 
Christ to these Gentiles, 
teaching how He had come 
to save the world from sin 
by His death on the cross 
and resurrection from the 

grave. 
If there was any doubt left in Peter’s 

mind about the saving grace of Christ 
being available to the entire world, it 
was quickly erased as the Holy Spirit 
fell upon these believers just as it had 
at Pentecost. Praise God that we are ac-
cepted in His sight through our faith 
in Jesus!

Saul was a Jew of the highest devo-
tion. He was a strict Pharisee. His en-
tire life had been one of piety, as he saw 
it. He even told King Agrippa that his 
upbringing and de-
votion were known 
by “all the Jews” 
(Acts 26:5, ESV). 

Saul persecuted 
the Christians, say-
ing, “When they 
were put to death I 
cast my vote against 
them” (Acts 26:10, ESV).

But Saul had an ap-
pointment on the Damas-
cus Road. He was to meet 
the risen Jesus. Jesus came 
to Saul, face-to-face, re-
vealing His name and per-
son; revealing His plans 
for Paul. Saul came away 
from that appointment a 
changed man. More than 
just changing his name, 
Paul’s entire heart, mind 
and soul were transformed.

Jesus told Paul, “Rise and stand” 
(Acts 26:16, ESV). Don’t shrink from 
this change. Embrace the new life Jesus 
has given you! A life as a “servant and 
a witness” is ours. The task is only part 
of the life. We must also “stand” not 
just to keep the nursery, but to sing 

songs and tell Bible stories to those 
babies. We are not to just cook and 
wash dishes at the fellowship, but to 
speak out Jesus’ name to everyone we 

meet. Testify of 
the daily presence 
of the risen Lord 
in our lives. You 
may think I am 
crazy, but I want 
to know my gar-
bage man is saved. 
I meet him at 

the gate and talk to him 
about eternity.

Why did Jesus bother 
with Saul? Why not just 
put a barrier around be-
lievers? Everyone is pre-
cious to God. Even the 
mean and ugly people 
in life are loved by God. 
Jesus doesn’t want to 
give us what we deserve; 
Jesus wants to give us life 
abundantly. Jesus wants 

to enable us to become what we were 
designed to be.  

Bearing testimony builds a believer’s 
own life. We are in a growing relation-
ship with God.

An old hymn says, “There is a place 
of quiet rest, near to the heart of God.” 
Jesus invites us to come.

Mary Kisor
Russellville

Bold
ACTS 9:36-43, NKJV

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

I am not brave. In fact, I may even 
be a coward. I have often failed miser-
ably when the chips were down. I don’t 
say this boastingly, but to my shame. 
I really relate to Peter’s experience. 
Luke 22 tells of Jesus’ arrest and trial. 
There are some key 
phrases in these 
passages. 

The first is the 
servant girl’s dec-
laration. “Seeing 
him as he sat in 
the light and look-
ing closely at him, 
said, ‘This man also was 
with him’” (Luke 22:56, 
ESV). The world sees 
believers “in the light,” 
knowing we are different. 
They know we have been 
“with Him.” No matter 
how poor our testimony, 
we have one.

The second key is, 
“And Peter remembered 
the saying of the Lord” 
(Luke 22:61, ESV). How 
terrible is the moment when we realize 
our failure. Disappointing an earthly 
friend is sad, but to deny our Lord is a 
tragedy. Three times in the courtyard, 
Peter was given an opportunity to 
stand for Jesus, his friend. Three times 
Peter failed.

The third key passage is, “And he 
went out and wept bitterly” (Luke 
22:62, ESV). Crying didn’t cure the 

Beauty for ashes – Part 1
LUKE 22:54-62; ACTS 4:8-13, ESV 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Accepting
ACTS 10:9-15,43-48; ROM. 10:13, NKJV

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Beauty for ashes – Part 2
ACTS 26:9-20, ESV

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

MAY 15, 2016

MAY 22, 2016

Mary Kisor
Russellville

Howard Kisor
Russellville
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