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Paige Smith (front), Hannah Bridge, Alexis Johnston and Haley Moore, all members of Union 
Valley Baptist Church, Beebe, rehearse music with other PraizFest participants at First Baptist 
Church, Benton. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Hundreds of students 
worship at PraizFest

Roten: In God’s plan ‘results may vary’
Rogers church ministers in Bulgaria

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTON – More than 400 students 
from nearly 30 Arkansas Baptist 
churches raised their voices together 
in song at PraizFest Feb. 22-23 at 
First Baptist Church, Benton.

PraizFest, an annual youth choir 
event, is sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
leadership and worship team.

“PraizFest is an incredible oppor-
tunity for students to come together 
to worship, to sing and to build a 
future for worship in our churches,” 
said Larry Grayson, ABSC leader-
ship and worship team member.

“It’s purpose is to provide an 
unusual, unique student choir ex-
perience, and that they get to sing 
with 400 of their peers, something 
they don’t get to experience in their 
church obviously,” Grayson ex-
plained. “(It’s)  a great choir expe-
rience, but also an opportunity to 
share Jesus with them … and to in-
fuse enthusiasm in them about their 
worship.”

Cliff Duren, associate minister 
of music in residence at Brentwood 
Baptist Church in Brentwood, 
Tenn., served as director and clini-
cian. Grayson said Duren is a well-

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

BULGARIA – Members of Open 
Door Baptist Church, Rogers, 
recently returned from a 10-day 
mission trip to Bulgaria where 
they toured with a band made up 
of church members called “Re-
cycled” and ministered through 
music and personal testimony. 

The group did not see any con-
verts during their stay in the coun-
try, which was difficult for many, 
said Karl Roten, pastor of Open 
Door Baptist Church, who led the 
group.

“We’re so used to seeing 
results. …We need to get 
out of that mindset. Any-
thing God has called us to 
do, whether we see any re-
sults or not, is still part of 
God’s work,” said Roten.

The goal of the trip, 
which was to begin to 
build relationships and 
trust with the people 
of Bulgaria, was ac-
complished, said 
Roten. Like so 
many Eastern Eu-
ropean countries 
once a part of the 

“Soviet sphere of in-
fluence,” the people 
of Bulgaria are very 
skeptical of Chris-
tians, he said, adding 
that’s a big reason the 
group focused on plow-
ing the field and plant-
ing seeds of the gospel.

“There is a group of 
churches in Texas that 
have been working in 

Bulgaria for five 
years, and they just 
had their first con-
vert,” said Roten. 

“It takes a long 

time to build a relationship and 
earn trust as Christianity over 
there is viewed as a cult.”

Recycled played concerts at 
multiple churches, schools and 
community centers while in 
Bulgaria. The band and the pro-
duction team from Open Door 
wanted to use their music and tes-
timony to bridge the gap between 
locals and their ministry partners 
who seek to minister to them.

“With the concerts, we went to 
different towns to help the people 
who were trying to do Bible stud-

See PRAIZFEST page 2

See BULGARIA page 3

Settles named AM of Year
BISMARCK – Don Settles has been 
named Arkansas Associational Mis-
sionary of the Year.

Settles, associational missionary 
for the Current-Gaines Bap-
tist Association in Corning 
since January 2001, was rec-
ognized Feb. 20 at a ceremo-
ny held at DeGray Lake State 
Park where the Associational 
Missionaries Retreat spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
was held. 

The award is typically an-
nounced at a special banquet hosted 
by Ouachita Baptist University, but 
inclement weather resulted in the 
meeting being shortened and the 

banquet being canceled.
Ouachita President Rex Horne 

presented Settles with the award, 
which the university has given for 

the past 41 years as a way to 
recognize the work of associa-
tional missionaries in Arkan-
sas.

“We understand and ap-
preciate this title, and we are 
thankful for the service you 
provide to local churches, pas-
tors and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention,” Horne 
told those present before an-

nouncing Settles. He then asked Set-
tles and his wife of 52 years, Eddi, to 

“We’re so used to seeing 
results. …We need to get 
out of that mindset. Any-
thing God has called us to 
do, whether we see any re-
sults or not, is still part of 

of Bulgaria are very 
skeptical of Chris-
tians, he said, adding 
that’s a big reason the 
group focused on plow-
ing the field and plant-
ing seeds of the gospel.

churches in Texas that 
have been working in 

Settles

Recycled and Rocking Chair, a Bulgarian 
band, used this poster to promote their 

events during a short tour of the country.

See AM OF YEAR page 3
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PRAIZFEST

known composer/arranger of Chris-
tian music for choirs. 

Duren said PraizFest helps stu-
dents connect with other students 
involved in church music.

“You know, you get in your 
church bubble, and sometimes 
you’re not even aware that there are 
other kids just like you in all these 
other churches,” Duren said. “So 
to bring everybody together just 
helps you realize the impact that the 
church at large is having through-
out the state. So I think that’s really 
important. And it just encourages 
them to know other people are sing-
ing like they’re singing and involved 
like they’re involved.”

Chris Arnold, minister to stu-
dents at First Baptist Church, Mari-
on, served as PraizFest pastor. 

Along with spending time re-

hearsing, participants heard selec-
tions from the choirs of First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville; Union Valley 
Baptist Church, Beebe, and First 
Baptist Church, Russellville.

“It’s just to give a vision – it’s 
not judging, it’s not competition,” 
Grayson explained. “It just lets us 
see what you do. And everybody’s 
excited to see what everybody else 
does.”

PraizFest culminated with a 
grand finale concert where the stu-
dents performed arrangements they 
learned.

This was the 11th PraizFest event, 
and Cedar Heights Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, has participated 
since the beginning, according its 
music and worship pastor, Joel Win-
ters.

“I continue to be involved be-
cause it gives our students an oppor-
tunity to be a part of something big-
ger than themselves,” said Winters. 

“They experience God in worship 
in a way that can’t be duplicated on 
a regular basis in our home church 

because of the amount of voices 
they raise together at PraizFest. It 
also challenges them to be better 
musicians and gives students that 
are skeptical about ‘doing choir’ an 
opportunity to see how awesome, 
and even fun, a choral experience 
can be. Also, I can always trust that 
PraizFest, and its leadership, will 
honor God and that our students 
will be led to honor and worship 
God and lift high the name of 
Jesus,” said Winters.

Several students expressed that 
they enjoy the fellowship the event 
provides.

“My favorite part is seeing the 
same people over the years and 
building new relationships, build-
ing on the same relationships, mak-
ing new friendships,” said Lindsey 
Thompson of Cedar Heights Bap-
tist.

Macy Blanton of First Bap-
tist Church, Heber Springs, said 
PraizFest is “just a great way to get to-
gether and worship God, and you’re 
just part of something.”

“You know, you can sing by your-
self, but when everyone comes to-
gether, it’s amazing to hear what you 
can do,” she said.

In all, 28 churches from 22 
Arkansas towns participated in 
PraizFest. Two other student-orient-
ed music opportunities are sched-
uled this summer. 

PraiseWorks, a worship arts camp 
for students who have completed 
grades 7-12, will take place June 15-
19. Along with being involved in a 
choir or orchestra, students choose 
from 26 tracks, which focus on top-
ics such as guitar, drums, drama and 
sign language.

JoyWorks, a worship arts camp for 
children who have completed grades 
4-6, is set for June 25-28. It includes 
a number of creative opportunities 
for participants. 

For more information on oppor-
tunities, such as PraiseWorks and 
JoyWorks, call 501-376-4791, ext. 
5121, or contact Grayson at lgray-
son@absc.org or Nancy Rose at 
nrose@absc.org.

‘My Hope’ to share Christ through relationships
LITTLE ROCK – Dozens of church-
es from across Arkansas were pres-
ent Tuesday, Feb. 26 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, in sup-
port of the My Hope with Billy Gra-
ham event.

Fifty-six individuals signed up.
Jonathan Gray, regional coordina-

tor for Arkansas, said the project is 
a nationwide, multidenominational 
evangelistic effort that will be “the 
greatest evangelical outreach of our 
lifetime” by focusing on sharing 
Christ relationally.

Gray said the event is designed to 
be a “crusade in your living room.”  

My Hope is planned for launch 
in November in conjunction with 
Graham’s 95th birthday.

“We are currently training pastors 
all over the country ... (for)  this his-
toric effort to reach friends, neigh-
bors, co-workers, students and loved 
ones for Jesus Christ in Arkansas 
and nationwide,” said Gray.

Jim Wood, My Hope director of 
mobilization, led the first session of 
the training event. Churches attend-
ing received My Hope materials, 
including suggestions for in-home 
events during November.

For more information, visit www.
myhopewithbillygraham.org.

Pastors and church leaders (top and bottom left) listen to Jim Wood, 
(bottom right) director of mobilization for My Hope with Billy 
Graham, during a training session held at Immanuel Baptist Church.

2012 Annie giving down slightly in Arkansas
GIVING TO THE Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North American 
Missions by Arkansas Baptists sur-
passed the $2 million mark for the 
second year in a row in 2012, but 
overall it was down slightly, according 
to statistics provided by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC).

In 2012, Arkansas Baptists gave 
$2,013,543 to Annie Armstrong 
through their churches, as compared 
to $2,030,272 in 2011, the first year 
the amount surpassed $2 million in 

the state. The decrease equals slight-
ly less than 1 percent (.83 percent). 
Slightly fewer than 1,000 (999) Ar-
kansas Baptist churches participated 
in the offering in 2012.

The decrease in giving to Annie 
in Arkansas is in contrast to the 1.9 
percent increase nationally reported 
by the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) at the agency’s Feb. 
6 board meeting in San Diego. A 
total of $57.2 million was channeled 
through NAMB in 2012.

Between the years 2010 and 2011, 
giving to the offering by Arkansas 
Baptists jumped nearly 8.5 percent, 
even with fewer churches giving to 
the offering – 1,005 as a opposed 
to 1,032. 

The ABSC reports 1,426 cooper-
ating Southern Baptist churches in 
the state and 88 missions for a total 
of 1,514 congregations.

In the past 10 years, Arkansas 
Baptists have steadily increased giv-
ing to the domestic missions offer-

ing for North American missions, 
with the exception of 2003 when the 
offering dipped 2.7 percent from the 
previous year and 2009 when the of-
fering was 4.1 below the year before.

ABSC-affiliated churches have 
given a total of $17,854,923 to the 
Annie Armstrong offering over the 
past 10 years (since 2002).

The national goal for the Annie 
Armstrong offering in 2013 is $70 
million. More information is avail-
able at www.anniearmstrong.com.
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Digest

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Ark. lawmakers override 
governor’s abortion veto
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
House of Representatives  and 
Senate have voted to override 
Gov. Mike Beebe’s veto of a ban 
on most abortions after 20 weeks, 
according to published reports. 
Arkansas legislators, with large 
majorities in the House and Sen-
ate, approved the abortion bill 
Feb. 21 and sent the bill to the 
governor. Beebe vetoed the bill 
Feb. 26, saying it was unconsti-
tutional and would not stand up 
in court, the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported.

“Because it would impose a 
ban on a woman’s right to choose 
an elective, nontherapeutic abor-
tion before viability, House Bill 
1037, if it became law, would 
squarely contradict Supreme 
Court precedent,” Beebe told 
legislators in a letter.

House Bill 1037 by Rep. Andy 
Mayberry, R-Hensley, bans abor-
tion at 20 weeks except in cases 
of rape or incest, or to save the 
mother’s life or prevent cata-
strophic injury to her health or 
major bodily functions. The new 
law prohibits abortions even if 
the fetus has catastrophic health 
problems, the Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Va. lawmakers approve 
right to restrict groups
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) – Virgin-
ia lawmakers have voted to give 
college campus groups the right to 
restrict membership to students 
who agree with their mission.

The bill, passed in February, is 
designed to prevent state univer-
sities from enacting “all-comers” 
policies, which undermine the 
ability of religious and political 
organizations to form around a 
specific set of beliefs.

In recent years, colleges have 
used “all-comers” policies to 
prevent Christian groups from 
refusing to accept leaders who 
approve of homosexuality.

Mass. directive allows
boys/girls in restrooms
BOSTON (BP) – Under a sweep-
ing directive issued by the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Educa-
tion, boys and girls who identify as 
the opposite sex now are allowed 
to use whichever school bathroom 
and locker room they feel most 
comfortable in, and schools are 
discouraged from using gender-
based clothes and from conduct-
ing gender-based practices.

continued from page one
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AM OF YEAR
join him at the front of the room.

“The man we honor possesses 
the qualities that are typical of all 
those who have been called to the 
important task of associational lead-
ership,” said Horne. “It is a privilege 
for me to present the award for As-
sociational Missionary of the Year to 
Don Settles.”

Settles, a native of Jonesboro, is 
a graduate of Southern Baptist Col-
lege (now Williams Baptist College) 
in Walnut Ridge. He was ordained 
to the gospel ministry in 1968 
by North Main Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro. Settles has served as bi-
vocational pastor of Egypt Baptist 
Church, Walnut Ridge, and Sedg-
wick Baptist Church, Sedgwick, and 
as full-time pastor of Biggers Baptist 
Church, Biggers; First Bap-
tist Church, Kensett, and 
Earle Baptist Church, Earle.

Horne shared with those 
present some of Settles’ ac-
complishments from his 
12-plus year tenure as asso-
ciational missionary for the 
Current-Gaines association.

Settles has overseen the 
work of the association’s 
Agape Mission Outreach program to 
provide clothing, food and financial 
assistance to low-income families, 
said Horne, adding he has served 
as a “blue cap” leader of a disaster 
relief feeding unit in nine deploy-
ments in six states.

Additionally, Horne said Settles 
has organized and led international 
mission teams to Brazil and Mexico 
and has led five trips to Haiti, in ad-

Don Settles with wife, Eddi.

ies, to open the doors and show that 
we weren’t weird people and that we 
looked like them but just talked a 
little different,” said Roten.

Due to the influence of Western 
culture on younger generations of 
Bulgarians, many teens and young 
adults were eager to hear the group’s 
style of music, said Roten, adding 
that it opened doors to sharing per-
sonal testimonies.

Roten said unlike evangelical ser-
vices in the United States, it is un-
usual for Bulgarian ministries and 
churches to hold altar calls. 

Due to the vast cultural differ-
ences and public opinion of Chris-
tianity in the country, the group 
focused on facilitating the growth 
of personal relationships instead of 
“in-your-face” ministry, Roten said.

Many of the Bulgarians the group 
ministered to through music and 
Bible studies had never been ex-
posed to Scripture. Roten said the 
“zeal and excitement” they experi-
enced by being taught the Word for 
the first time caught the group’s at-
tention.

“There were two men who had 

grown up in an orphanage and were 
no longer there. They had a Bible 
study late on the last night in Bul-
garia at one of the churches,” he 
said, adding, “What impressed me 
was how eager they were when they 
opened up the Bible; it truly was to 
them alive, like we say it is to us, but 
we take it so complacently and for 
granted.”

Roten believes the group suc-
ceeded in “opening the door” for 
other missionaries to continue to 
build relationships with the people 
of Bulgaria.

“The purpose of these trips is to 
pave the way, to cultivate leaders out 
of their own (Bulgarian) people, not 
for Americans to go over there and 
start churches and stay over there. 
It’s to start these things and disciple 
the people of their culture to take 
over,” he said.

“It takes a lot more faith to do 
something where you may not see 
any actual results in your lifetime 
but you know that God will bring 
that about,” said Roten.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

A photo of the group from Open Door Baptist Church, top from left: Karl Roten, Stanley Craddock, 
Denice Holloway and Loren Holloway. Bottom from left: Sharon Roten, Shelly Searcy, Rickey Searcy 
and Jesse Simpson.

dition to five domestic mission proj-
ects to Kansas, Louisiana and Missis-
sippi and two multiyear partnerships 
in Nebraska and South Dakota.

“Finally,” said Horne, smiling, “I 
understand that on mission trips, 

disaster relief assignments and 
just about any other time he gets a 
chance, Don appears as ‘D.C.,’ or, 
‘Da Clown.’ This redheaded, alter 
ego has added comic relief, encour-
agement and a unique presentation 
of the gospel to many who were in 
distress or who needed a special con-
nection for effective ministry.”

Horne added, “Don loves to 
preach, to travel with Eddi, to spend 

time with his children and especially 
to be around his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. In his spare 
time, he is also a volunteer firefight-
er.”

Settles said he was “totally sur-
prised and stunned” by the recogni-
tion.

“I wish I could say it was because 
of a lot of stuff that I’ve done, but 
I have a lot of volunteers here in 
Current-Gaines … and my wife who 
is also my secretary who does a great 
job,” said Settles, adding with a 
chuckle, “All of them just make me 
look good, … and I need all the help 
I can get.”

Settles and his wife have a son, 
Don Jr., who resides in North Caro-
lina, and a daughter, Angela Bag-
well, who residents in Michigan. 
They have seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

In addition to a plaque, Horne 
presented Settles with a 
copy of The Baker Illus-
trated Bible Handbook, 
which was edited and large-
ly written by two Ouachita 
Pruet School of Christian 
Studies faculty members, 
Danny Hays and Scott Du-
vall.

The Associational Mis-
sionaries Retreat included 

training events and brainstorming 
sessions for associational missionar-
ies and their wives.

New officers for 2013-14 were 
elected at the meeting. They are 
Royce Sweatman, North Arkansas 
Baptist Association, president; Jerry 
Gay, North Pulaski Baptist Associa-
tion, president-elect, and Ray Dean 
Davis, Tri County Baptist Associa-
tion, secretary/treasurer.  

Sweatman Gay Davis
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For some reason, I don’t think 
the goal of the first century 

Church was to be “cool,” “in,” or 
for for that matter, “popular.”

The Church I read about in the 
Book of Acts wasn’t politically cor-
rect either, as it reflected the pas-
sion of its leader Jesus Christ in its 
attempt to convert unbelievers to 
“the Way.”

 The church was 
relational, caring 
and passionate 
about telling all 
who would listen 
of salvation of-
fered through the 
One whose shed 
blood broke the 
shackles of sin for man for all eter-
nity.

A Pew Research report published 
last fall tells us that while younger 
Americans are less religious, they 
are more spiritual.

More than two-thirds of those 
with no religious affiliation in the 
study said they believe in God, and 
more than half said they frequently 
feel a deep spiritual connection 
with nature and the Earth. 

Additionally, more than one-
third said they see themselves as 
“spiritual but not religious,” and 
one in five pray daily.

Just what does that mean for to-
day’s Church?

How relevant is your church?
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

One way to look at it is to com-
pare it with the current mainstay of 
readers of the Arkansas Baptist News 
– baby boomers (born between 
1946 and 1964) – and the genera-
tion of emerging adults – the mil-
lennials (born 1981 to 2000).

Sociologists tell us that baby 
boomers tend to be individualis-

tic, have fixed 
social groups, 
are somewhat 
pessimistic and 
critical, are pri-
vate and respect 
order, structures 
and traditions.

In contrast, 
millennials tend 

to be more social, want flexible so-
cial groups and are somewhat more 
optimistic, more accepting of others 
and willing to share and reject tradi-
tional structures and borders.

We hear a lot these days about 
how today’s Church must be “rel-
evant” if it is to reach people for 
Christ.

Many of the millennial gen-
eration are now in their early 30s. 
They are the first adults for whom 
computers, the Internet and vari-
ous other digital communication 
technologies have been a persistent 
cultural presence. 

It seems the Church of the first 
century – with its clear and unadul-

ABN to honor mothers
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) announces its ninth an-
nual A Tribute to Godly Mothers 
essay contest.

In an effort to honor all moth-
ers, each year the ABN selects 
a Mother of the Year based on 
entries. 

The ABN issue prior to Moth-
er’s Day announces the winner 
and includes a tribute to the win-
ner, which will be chosen based 
on the quality of motherhood, 
godliness of the woman being 
honored and the readability of 
the essay submitted.

The winning mother will re-
ceive a special gift and will be 
honored in her church April 28. 
To honor your mother or another 

mother you feel deserves recogni-
tion, send the ABN a tribute about 
the mother you wish to nominate.

Tributes should be no more than 
300 words and should include the 
mother’s full name and church 
home. They should also include 
the phone number and email ad-
dress of the submitter.

The mother you nominate must 
be a current member of an Arkan-
sas Southern Baptist church.

All tributes should be received 
in the ABN office no later than 
Wednesday, April 17.

To make a nomination, send 
your tribute to Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR 72204, or email it to 
gayla@arkansasbaptist.org.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

Mother of the Year contest

Guns and Scripture
Reading “Churches left to decide 

rules for concealed guns” (ABN 
Feb. 21, 2013), I was greatly con-
cerned, not because of what the 
article contained, but because of 
what was missing from the printed 
record. Positions of 
three Arkansas pas-
tors concerning Act 
67 were reported, 
along with the ratio-
nale leading to those 
conclusions. Rea-
soning included political theory, 
cultural concerns and security lo-
gistics, but unfortunately, nowhere 
did we hear how the Word of God 
should inform our opinion.        

“And he said to them, ‘When I 
sent you out with no moneybag or 
knapsack or sandals, did you lack 
anything?’ They said, ‘Nothing.’ 
He said to them, ‘But now let the 
one who has a moneybag take it, 
and likewise a knapsack. And let 
the one who has no sword sell his 
cloak and buy one’” (Luke 22:35-
36, ESV).          

Upon His departure, our Lord di-
rected His disciples what provisions 
they would need, and while not an 

exhaustive list, contained therein 
is a sword. Before we allow sound 
exegesis to flee in the support of 
our opinions, I would point out 
that Jesus is speaking of an actual 
sword, not the Sword of the Spirit, 
for the Spirit cannot be purchased 

for the price 
of one’s cloak. 
Now, if Christ 
commands us to 
take a moneybag, 
we would do 
well to take its 

modern equivalent, the wallet, and 
if a knapsack, a suitcase. Likewise, 
when Christ commands His own 
to take a sword, it would not be 
the first century weapon we reach 
for, but its 21st century functional 
equivalent, the firearm.     

Gentlemen, we must cease to 
rely on worldly wisdom, whether 
or not it springs from a “Christian 
worldview,” and return to the au-
thority of Scripture! Doing so will 
yield stronger individuals, families, 
churches and indeed a stronger 
convention.

Brian C. Williams
Hackett

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

terated message – would appeal to 
the millennial generation.

When they come to church, 
they aren’t looking for a show, but 
rather honesty and true worship. 
“Big-time” religion with its talk of 

“being relevant” doesn’t appeal to 
them – but  a genuine and personal 
message of salvation does. 

What could be more relevant?
Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkan-

sas Baptist News.
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T he backbone of every church is the faithful core 
of people who love Jesus and serve His Church. A 

church is strong because of the man who has stood his 
post at the door nearest the parking lot and faithfully 
smiled at every person and handed a peppermint to 
every child. A church is strong 
because of the lady who has 
rocked every baby born into that 
church family since Truman was 
president and sang “Jesus Loves 
Me” as if each baby was her own 
grandchild. The atmosphere of 
the church is inviting and filled 
with fellowship because of the 
fellas that show up each Sunday 
morning before sunup and make 
certain there is hot coffee waiting for all who come. 

Churches rise and fall on the talents and commit-
ments of the faithful servants who are the hands and 
feet of Jesus. Strategies change. Certainly the culture 
changes as well. One thing never changes – there is no 
ministry without faithful believers who stand a post for 
Jesus and make function whatever strategy your particu-
lar church implements. 

Here is a word of encouragement for those faithful 
servants. 1 Corinthians 15 teaches us about the power 
of the Resurrection. Paul completes his lesson with a 
word of encouragement for those who are faithfully 
serving our resurrected Savior. He tells them in love 
to stay committed to their service, “knowing that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). We 
could study this passage for a year and not plumb its 
depths, but here are three strong encouragements for 
servants. 

First, he acknowledges that victory is through Jesus 
and His resurrection, and “therefore,” be steadfast in 
serving. You serve in Jesus’ power and not your own. 
Ministry does not depend – praise the Lord – on my 
ability. Jesus’ strength is the power of our ministry. In 

fact, Jesus’ strength is revealed in my 
weakness. Do not worry about your 
strength – we serve Jesus in resurrection 
power. 

Second, there is no pressure for re-
sults. Comparisons to other pastors, 
churches, growth rates, etc., are meaning-
less. Jesus only expects us to be. The call 
is a call of character and not ability or 
results. Paul simply says, “Be immoveable 
from your post.” Serving faithfully is the 

only requirement. It is encouraging to know that often 
faithful, committed service produces strong results. But 
the results are in God’s plans and province. Be faithful 
and He will bless you and honor your service. Being 
faithful is all that is required to know your labor is not 
in vain. 

Finally, there is a freedom that comes from focus. 
It is labor “in the Lord” that is not in vain. There is 
always a pull to do so many things. Feel free to refuse to 
exhaust yourself pursuing things that do not last. Focus 
on sharing the gospel. Focus on loving people with the 
love of Jesus. Focus on teaching the eternal Word of the 
living God. These last and are never in vain.

“Beloved brothers, be steadfast, … always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing … your labor is not in 
vain” (1 Cor. 15:58).

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Faithful servantsBaptists Ask
What did Jethro mean 
when he declared to Moses, 
“Now I know that the Lord is 
greater than all other gods” 
in Exodus 18:11?

A s strange as it may seem, 
Jethro’s statement can be 

taken literally. While the Bible 
proclaims there is only one 
God (Deut. 6:4), and God com-
manded all to worship Him 
(Ex. 20:3), 
most people 
in Moses’ 
day were 
polytheists. 
The jour-
ney from 
polytheism 
to mono-
theism was 
often a long 
and winding road.   

Jethro’s statement reflects 
a henotheistic belief system. 
Although similar to polythe-
ism, henotheism ranks one god 
greater than all of the others. 
After Jethro heard Moses’ testi-
mony concerning God’s activity 
in Egypt, he made this conclu-
sion. 

While the Israelites lived 
in Canaan, several believed in 
kathenotheism. Like henothe-
ism, according to katheno-
theism, there are many gods, 
but one becomes supreme at 
different times of the year. In 
the Canaanite religion, El (the 
creator god) and Astarte (a fer-
tility goddess) were the parents 
of Baal and Mot. When Baal 
was on the throne, the crops 
were abundant and the people 
thrived. When Mot defeated 
Baal and took the throne, there 
was drought and famine. The 
“Baal/Mot” cycle took place 
every year and coincided with 
the wet and dry seasons. To 
return Baal to the throne, Baal 
worshippers – many of whom 
were Israelites – gave sacrifices 
at the Baal temples. 

Although many in Israel 
solely worshiped God, the na-
tion as a whole did not. In fact, 
the Israelites did not complete-
ly become monotheistic until 
Babylon destroyed Jerusalem in 
586 B.C. Only then did they 
decide to worship God exclu-
sively. 

The journey from polythe-
ism to monotheism is a long 
and winding road, even in Ar-
kansas, but the gods are much 
more subtle (nationalism, ma-
terialism and individualism are 
but a few). Worshipping God 
requires people to renounce 
any god that prevents them 
from following Him.

Ken Gore teaches at Williams 
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge.

Gore

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

Persecution: Is it worth it?
I have never seen more receptivity, more hunger, 

more demand for the gospel. This month I re-
turned from India where I had been leading a team 
of 28 short-term mission volunteers from across 
America. My first trip to India was in 1994. Since 
then, I have seen tens of thousands profess faith in 
Jesus Christ and hundreds of new churches planted. 
But never have I seen a more ab-
solute demand to hear the bibli-
cal message of redemption.

Less than 24 hours before one 
of our teams arrived in a tribal 
village to follow up on a new 
church and conduct a medi-
cal clinic, the Indian church 
planter and his wife were 
drug out into the middle 
of the village and publically 
beaten by radical Hindu 
leaders. The team leader 
suggested that the Ameri-
can team not stay so as not 
to draw too much attention 
to the church or the church 
leaders. However, the In-
dian church planter insisted 
that the team stay, conduct 
a medical clinic and per-
sonally present the gospel 
to anyone willing to listen. 
The team stayed.

After some fervent prayer, 
the team began treating patients and presenting the 
gospel to each one who was being treated. 

“Villagers were literally begging to hear the gos-
pel,” said Hugh Roberts, a team leader from Texas. 

After seeing more than 200 patients, and present-
ing the gospel to nearly every one, the team learned 
that the first two patients who were treated were the 
village leader and the Hindu priest – and both men 
professed faith in Christ.

The two men both indicated that their gods (there 
are more than 250,000 documented Hindu gods) 
were not answering their prayers. They noted that the 
followers of Jesus Christ in their village were healthy 
and prospering. After hearing the gospel, the two 
men rejected their gods and placed themselves under 
the lordship of Jesus Christ, committing to follow 

Him as the one true God. At the end 
of the day, the two men publically 
apologized for beating the pastor and 
his wife and vowed to never let it hap-
pen again.

Throughout India, the persecution 
of Christians, and the loving response 
of those Christians toward the people 

persecuting them, is resulting in 
massive numbers of people reject-
ing Hinduism, Islam and other 
religions and becoming followers 
of Jesus Christ. In America, we are 
not seeing much of this kind of vio-
lent persecution – at least not yet.

Most American Christians – my-
self included – are inclined to pray 
that we be delivered from persecu-
tion. However, in just two weeks 
time, watching 3,558 individuals in 
India reject their gods and embrace 
Jesus Christ amid intensely violent 
physical and social persecution, I 
am now more inclined than ever 

to welcome persecution in America. 
We need a Christ-focused, Holy Spirit-infused re-
vival; and if persecution will help to catalyze a mass 
movement of God, then I say, “It’s worth it!” Our 
Southern Baptist North American Mission Board 
theme is “Whatever It Takes!” Do we really buy into 
that statement? I do! Whatever it takes, Lord Jesus, 
Your will be done – we need a revival!

Eric W. Ramsey serves as president of Tom Cox World 
Ministries (TCWM), based in Mountainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey
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LITTLE ROCK – “Our Great God,” 
a collection of hymns arranged by 
Arkansas Baptist Rebecca “Becky” 
Moore, has been released by Alfred’s 
Music as a part of its Sacred Perform-
er Collections series. The advanced 
piano arrangements feature a variety 
of traditional hymns, such as “Amaz-
ing Grace,” “To God Be the Glory” 
and “Fairest Lord Jesus.”

Moore, a long-time church pia-
nist and college music teacher, has 
served as pianist at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, since 1994. 
Until recently, she taught piano at 
Ouachita Baptist University. Moore 
has a bachelor’s degree and a mas-
ter’s degree in music from Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas. 

“For many years, God has allowed 
me to be involved in the music 
ministry of several fine churches,” 
Moore said, adding, “Each congre-

gation was filled with Christians 
who loved to sing great hymns of 
praise and worship. God has often 
spoken to my heart through these 
hymns and offered comfort, hope 
and encouragement. This collection 
contains some of my favorite hymns, 
and I pray that others will allow God 
to minister to them through these 
arrangements.”

With the number of proficient 
keyboardists in churches today, 
Moore said she wanted to write 
pieces that would be challenging 
and worshipful. 

Moore has recorded several of the 
arrangements on two CDs, which 
have been widely distributed in sev-
eral states by various state Baptist 
foundations.

Moore is married to David 
Moore, president of the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation. They have two 

daughters and two grandsons. 
“Our Great God” is available 

through Alfred Music Company, 
Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble and 
other vendors.

Moore publishes hymn arrangements

Moore

Hickey dies at 82
LITTLE ROCK – Glenn Hickey, 

82, of Little Rock, 
died Feb. 21. Hick-
ey graduated from 
Ouachita Baptist 
University, where 
he met his wife, 
Dorothy Thomer-
son, to whom he 

was married for almost 60 years.
In 1964, Hickey was appoint-

ed by the Foreign Mission Board 
(now the International Mission 
Board) to serve at the North Bra-
zil Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Hickey later served as pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Bates-
ville, and as director of missions 
for Pulaski Baptist Association. 

His wife died in 2010 after a 
long battle with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. In 2011, Hickey married 
Virginia Atkinson. 
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Williams to host
‘5 to 1’ leader conf. 

Matt Pryor, pastor of First Baptist Church, Wooster, reviews materials available at the National 
Sunday School Director Seminar held Feb. 23 at Central Baptist Church, North Little Rock. More than 
100 leaders from across Arkansas attended. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

100 attend national Sunday school event

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams Bap-
tist College will host a “5 to 1” stu-
dent ministry conference March 8-9 
in the Maddox Center on campus. 

Throughout the weekend, speak-
ers will address various topics cen-
tered on “helping faith stick with 
youth and young adults,” according 
to organizers.

Wesley Black, retired 
student ministry pro-
fessor at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary, is the featured 
speaker at the conference.

Walter Norvell, assis-
tant professor of Chris-
tian ministries at Wil-
liams, explained the ori-
gin of the conference title 
“5 to 1.”  

“The one constant we 
are discovering in student ministry is 
the importance of intergenerational 
contact between students and adults 
at church,” said Norvell.

“Instead of having one adult for 
every five students, we need five 
church adults making caring contact 
for every teen. This conference will 
equip churches to care about teens 
in that way,” he added.

Black, a frequent conference 
leader and speaker, including at 
Southwestern Seminary’s annual 
YouthLab, has authored and con-
tributed to several books, including 

“Four Views of Youth Ministry and 
the Church” and “The Spirit and 
Culture of Youth Ministry,” and 
produced the original DiscipleNow 
manual.

Additionally, Black will be dis-
cussing research on intergenera-
tional student ministry at the con-

ference.
The Cast, a Christian 

drama team from Wil-
liams, will offer a theme 
interpretation, and Wil-
liams senior Andrew 
Chandler will lead in 
worship. 

The opening ses-
sion will be held in the 
Maddox Center’s choral 
room.

Saturday morning will 
be divided into two sepa-

rate breakout sessions where attend-
ees will have their choice between 
various subjects and speakers.

Topics on Saturday include “Pre-
paring your teen for faith on cam-
pus,” “Leading family devotions,” 
“Relating to your students” and 
“Becoming a ‘sticky’ church.”

Black will lead the final plenary 
session at 11 a.m.

While the conference is free, res-
ervations are requested. 

For more information or to make 
a reservation, call 870-637-4150 or 
email wnorvell@wbcoll.edu.

Black
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Temple Baptist Church seeking a pastor. Sub-
mit resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
196, Waldron, AR 72958.

Otter Creek First Baptist Church is seeking re-
sumes for a bi-vocational pastor. Resumes will 
be taken through the month of March 2013. Mail to 
Pastor Search Committee, 13000 Quail Run Drive, 
Little Rock, AR 72210, or email to ocfbcmembers@
gmail.com.

Three Creeks Baptist Church is currently accept-
ing resumes for the position of pastor. Seminary 
degree is preferred. Please email resumes to three-
creeksbaptistchurch@gmail.com or mail them to 
Pastor Search Committee, 8772 Haynesville Hwy., 
Junction City, AR 71749.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

First Baptist Church of Crane, Mo., is seeking a 
conservative full-time pastor, who supports 
the SBC\MBC, to serve our congregation. Send 
resumes to FBC, P.O. Box 414, Crane, MO 65633 or 
email fbclindah@centurytel.net.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Ward, is accepting resumes 
for bi-vocational youth director. Email re-
sume to fbcwoffice@centurytel.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, Republic, Mo., is re-
ceiving resumes for the position of full-time 
children’s minister. This person should be a 
visionary leader with a passion for reaching chil-
dren and families. Those interested may send their 
resume to Children’s Minister Search Team, Calvary 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 421, Republic, MO 65738. 
Resumes will be received through April 15.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking for a 
part-time worship pastor to join our team as 
we strive to make a big deal about the BIG God we 
serve! Send resume to ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.
org.

West View is seeking a full-time children’s 
pastor. Mail resumes to West View Baptist 
Church, 701 West Morgan, Paragould, AR 72450 or 
email dwilcox@grnco.net. 

First Baptist Church, Farmington, is seeking 
a full-time minister to students grades 
6-12. FBC is a growing church with great facili-
ties, a youth ministry built on personal discipleship 

and evangelism, and volunteers that are willing to 
invest in youth ministry. Resumes will be received 
until March 8 and may be emailed to brobarry@
fbc-farmington.com or sent to FBC Farmington, 
589 Rheas Mill Road, Farmington, AR 72730, Attn: 
Youth Minister Search Committee.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time associate pastor of students and 
worship. Prayerfully send resume: First Baptist 
Church Search Committee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, 
AR 71667 or email to detrimcghee@yahoo.com. 
Fax: 870-628-4184.

First Baptist Church, Seagraves, is accepting re-
sumes for full-time minister of music/edu-
cation. Main responsibility is to lead a blended 
worship service and choir. Education responsibility, 
work alongside Sunday school teachers. A par-
sonage is provided. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 7, Seagraves, Texas 79359, or email 
to fbcseagraves@valornet.com.

FBC, Sallisaw, Okla., is seeking a full-time di-
rector of family/outreach ministries. FMI, 
visit www.fbcsallisaw.org. Please send resume to 
bzinck@fbcsallisaw.org or FBC, P.O. Box 278, Sal-
lisaw, OK 74955.

Calvary, NLR, is seeking a part-time minis-

ter of music, as well as a pianist. All those 
interested please call 501-945-4174. 

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Beech Street Baptist Church, Gurdon, is seeking 
a student minister. Please send resumes to 
BSBC Personnel Committee, P.O. Box 408, Gurdon, 
AR 71743.

MISCELLANEOUS

Sing, play trumpet and keyboard. Avail-
able for church events. 318-428-4664 or buzzda-
vis@hughes.net.

T-211-1 Series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Follow the ABN online at www.arkansasbaptist.org

To place a classified ad in the 
Arkansas Baptist News, call 

Nelle O’Bryan at 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5153.

MONTICELLO – First Baptist 
Church, Monticello, is continuing 
to celebrate its 150th anniversary, 
which took place in 2012, 
while raising money for 
missions through the sale 
of a cookbook.

In early 2012, a group 
of women began the pro-
cess of putting together 
the cookbook, titled “Rec-
ipes and Remembrances: 
FBC Celebrates 150 Years 
of Meals & Memories,” 
using recipes of old and 
new members alike. The 
proceeds from the sale of the cook-
books go to the church’s missions 
offering. 

After collecting more than 700 
recipes, one of which was written 

on the back of an offering envelope, 
1,500 books were printed. 

After paying the cost of printing, 
the group placed their 
first check of $500 in the 
offering plate for the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Of-
fering for international 
missions. 

“I hope this check rep-
resents the first of many,” 
said Rosalyn Busby, the 
coordinator of the proj-
ect. “Cookbooks are still 
available, and each sale 
represents a gift to mis-

sions. We will continue to sell them 
until they are all sold.” 

For more information about the 
cookbook, contact the church office 
at 870-367-3449.

FBC Monticello publishes 
cookbook to celebrate 150th

Forrest Park Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, had more than 300 people stop at their booth at the 
Lawn and Garden Show in Pine Bluff Feb. 9. The church has had a booth in the show for the 
past three years, and they use the opportunity to share with those who come by about the 
ministries of the church.

Lawn and Garden Show outreach

NWA F.A.I.T.H. Riders chapter shares Christ
CROSS CHURCH, Springdale, is 
combining the hobby of some of its 
members with the ministry and out-
reach of the church. 

In May 2010, Cross Church began 
the northwest Arkansas chapter of 
F.A.I.T.H. Riders Motorcycle Minis-
try, a group of men and women who 
have a passion for riding motorcycles 
and a passion for fulfilling the Great 
Commission.

The letters in the F.A.I.T.H. acro-
nym stand for “forgiveness,” “avail-
able,” “impossible,” “turn” and 
“heaven.”

NWA F.A.I.T.H. Riders is not just 
a riding club, explained Jeff Hairston, 

the chapter coordinator. Each rider is 
given training to share their personal 
testimonies at events such as Bikes, 
Blues and BBQ festival in downtown 
Fayetteville. At the 2012 event, the 
group shared their testimonies with 
857 people, with 56 of them accept-
ing Christ. Over the past two years, 
this local chapter has seen 175 people 
come to know the Lord.

NWA F.A.I.T.H. Riders are in-
volved in other activities as well, such 
as the Restoration Village, a long-
term shelter for women in crisis. The 
group has raised more than $1,600 
for this ministry and provided Christ-
mas gifts for several residents. During 

the holidays, the group adopted sev-
eral families in the northwest Arkan-
sas area to assist them in providing 
gifts for 12 children.

The group has also taken a mis-
sion trip on their motorcycles. In 
2012, they went to Denver to work 
with a church plant supported by 
Cross Church. As they made their 
way to Denver, they ministered to 
and shared their testimonies with 
people along the way.

F.A.I.T.H. Rider chapters can 
be found in Arkansas in Crossett, 
Hughes, Springdale and Texarkana. 

For more information, email 
jeffh@nwafaithriders.com.

Read Across Arkansas online 
at  www.arkansasbaptist.org/

across-arkansas
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Church life
White River Baptist Association 

has been collecting out-of-date lit-
erature to send to Love Packages, an 
organization that ships Bible study 
materials, Bibles and discipleship 
materials overseas to seven coun-
tries. Churches bring the out-of-date 
literature to the associational office 
at the end of each quarter, and it is 
packaged and transported to Butler, 
Ill., by volunteer Ron Brooks who 
first mentioned the idea to the as-
sociation. So far this year, 140 tons 
of materials have been collected 
nationwide through Love Packages 
and sent to South Africa, Tanzania, 
India, Thailand, Guatemala, Nigeria 
and Kenya. For more information 
on Love Packages, visit www.love-
packages.org.

White River Baptist Association 
will host Hank Parker, two-time win-

On the move
Bill Holcomb is serving as inter-

im pastor of Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church, Heber Springs.

Obituaries
Manuel Macks, 68, of Fayette-

ville, died Feb 20. He 
served as pastor of Ar-
kana Baptist Church 
in Mountain Home. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
and his wife, Euna 
Faye Macks. He is sur-

vived by one son, three grandchil-
dren, one sister, three half sisters 
and other relatives and friends. Fu-
neral services were held Feb. 23 at 
Arkana Baptist Church. Burial took 
place at Arkana Cemetery. Memo-
rials can be made to Arkana Bap-
tist Church or to Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Monticello.

Thurlo William Lee, 91, of 
Mountain View, died 
Jan 24. Lee served 
61 years in ministry, 
pastoring churches in 
Missouri and Arkan-
sas, including West-
side Baptist Church, 
Manila; Calvary Bap-

tist Church, Timbo, and White 
River Baptist Church, Oil Trough. 
He was preceded in death by his 
first wife, Hazel Moore; his parents; 
one grandson; six brothers, and one 
sister. He is survived by his wife, 
Maxine; two sons; one stepson; two 
daughters; eight grandchildren; one 
step-granddaughter, and 15 great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held Jan. 26 at First Baptist Church, 
Mountain View. Burial took place in 
Pordue Cemetery in Onia.

ner of the Bassmaster Classic, at its 
annual wild game dinner April 27 at 
the Baxter County Fairgrounds.

Greene County Baptist Asso-
ciation churches have collectively 
increased their mission giving by 
more than $45,000 in 2012. Each of 
the mission offerings – Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions, Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (international 
missions), Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Heartbeat is 
Missions (associational missions of-
fering) – has increased by 7 percent 
or more.

First Baptist Church, Nashville, 
has made Operation Christmas 
Child a year-round ministry. Boxes 
are collected year-round enabling 
women, men and teens to shop in 
bulk and for the best sales through-
out the year. In 2012, the church col-
lected 5,685 boxes, each of which 
impacts a minimum of 10 people. 

Indianhead Lake Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, will host Car-
roll Roberson from Carroll Rob-
erson Ministries in Ripley, Miss., 
April 14 as speaker in the morning 
service. A gospel concert is planned 
for the evening service. Everyone 
is welcome. For more information, 
contact the church at 501-835-5883.

Beautiful, an event for girls in 
grades 7-12, was held at Camp Si-
loam in Siloam Springs Feb. 22-23 
with Jenna Davis of Nashville, 
Tenn., leading worship and Emily 
Neyman of West Memphis serving 
as speaker. The focus of the retreat 
was learning what it means to be-
long to Jesus and how He possesses 
the power to redeem every aspect of 
one’s life. About 150 girls gathered 
for worship, Bible study, breakout 
sessions and fellowship time. While 
the event was enjoyed by all, for 
some in attendance, the event was 
life-changing as they embraced being 
an adopted child of God, organizers 
said.

First Baptist Church, Stephens, 
will hold the second annual Ste-
phens RoadRunner 5K March 23 
to raise money for a mission trip to 
Alaska. For more information, call 
870-947-0084.

To submit church news, 
call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153.

CWJC/CMJC leaders certified
VAN BUREN – More than 20 peo-
ple from six states were certified as 
Christian Men’s Job Corps (CMJC) 
and Christian Women’s Job Corps 
(CWJC)  leaders  Feb. 19-21 at a 
site coordinator training event. The 
event, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention missions 
support team, took place at the Oaks 
Manor Conference and Retreat Cen-
ter in Van Buren.  

CMJC and CWJC are ministries 
of Woman’s Missionary Union and 
seek to give men and women in need 
a hand up instead of a handout by 
equipping them for life and employ-
ment in a Christian context. Women 
train women and men train men in 

life skills and job readiness skills.
Participants at the site coordina-

tor training event were taught by 
Linda Donnell of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
Jeanne Todd of Hannibal, Mo., and 
Paula Jeser of El Paso, Texas. Partici-
pants were taught skills in grant writ-
ing, community assessment, setting 
up a board of trustees, leadership, 
site organization and understanding 
poverty. 

Currently in Arkansas, there are 
seven CWJC sites and two CMJC 
sites.

For more information on CWJC 
or CMJC, contact Debbie Moore at 
dmoore@absc.org or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5136.

More than 20 people were certified as Christian Women’s Job Corps and Christian Men’s Job Corps  
leaders at a recent site coordinator training event held in Van Buren.



COMMENTARY

Have you ever heard of someone 
being referred to as a great servant 
or follower? When is the last time 
you heard of or attended a confer-
ence on followership or servantship? 
What is the last book you read on 
following and serving? 

The phrase “servant 
leadership” came into 
vogue in the 1980s, 
and the church bit it 
hook, line and sinker. 
Of course we are to be 
servant leaders. Leader-
ship is necessary in the 
church, and those who 
lead better serve better. 
However, I see a prob-
lem – we couldn’t bear 
the concept of servant-
ship as a stand-alone 
term, so leadership had 
to enter the equation. 
Moreover, all of our attention has 
shifted from serving to becoming a 
leader, a better leader and a leader 
of leaders. All the while, simply serv-
ing has been choked out by all of 
the leadership smoke. This text has 
even been hijacked to determine 
qualifications of church leadership 
rather than servants, which is what 
the word translated as “deacons” lit-

erally means in 1 Timothy 3.
Not convinced? Lance Ford, in 

his book “Unleader: Reimaging 
Leadership and Why we Must,” 
writes of searching Amazon.com for 
the term “Christian leadership and 
discipleship.” At the time of writing, 

Ford states his search 
“brought up about 
24,000 books. Of these 
books, 35 percent were 
on discipleship and 65 
percent were on Chris-
tian leadership. Only 
2 percent of the books 
mentioned followership, 
and the overwhelming 
majority of those were 
not related to the subject 
of Christianity.”

This should cause 
us to ask if this honors 
God. As a church plant-

er, I am constantly reminded I need 
not be the visible focus of our new 
church. I need not strive to become 
a better leader. A better follower and 
servant? Yes. A better leader? No. 
Jesus is our Leader, and Jesus alone 
must be the focus. We are to put our 
hope in the living God, follow Jesus 
and serve others. And we should in-
vite others to do the same. 

In January, I was in Mumbai, 
India, a city of more than 20 mil-
lion people. 

It is hard to imagine that many 
people in one city, but believe me, 
when you are there it feels like it! 
Traffic was a nightmare. On either 
side of the road, wher-
ever you went, there 
were people, people 
and more people! 

While there, it was 
easy to forget they were 
people. 

Instead, I was tempt-
ed to see them as mere 
traffic or a crowd we 
had to get through 
or just a loud and 
noisy throng crowding 
around us.

But people are not 
mere traffic. People are not just a 
crowd. 

In fact, people are people, created 
in the image of God and in need of 
a Savior. 

I kept asking myself while in 
India, “What do you see when you 
see these people?” 

Now I am asking that question 
here. It’s an important question: 
What do you see when you see peo-

ple? What does Scripture say?
In Luke 10:30-37, Jesus told a 

story about a man who fell among 
robbers, was beaten and was left for 
dead. 

The first two people who came 
upon him – a priest and a Levite 

– did not see him as a 
person in need of help. 
They saw him as a nui-
sance, an impediment, a 
delay in their plans. Iron-
ically, priests and Levites 
were set apart by God 
for sacred service. They 
were holy men, and they 
passed this wounded 
man by.

It is then the story 
takes a shocking turn. A 
Samaritan – a decidedly 
unholy man in the eyes 

of the Jews – stopped and cared for 
the man. In Jesus’ story, the Samari-
tan, assumed to be far from God, 
was actually closest to God. The 
priest and Levite, assumed to be 
closest to God, were actually farthest 
from Him. Their actions revealed 
their hearts.

What do you see when you see 
people? How do you act – with com-
passion or with indifference?

Wyman Richardson
pastor

Central Baptist
North Little Rock

Can people from different gen-
erations learn from one another?

Young people have something to 
offer older generations. Recently, an 
8-year-old boy used Facebook to help 
a neighbor reunite with his sister, 
whom he had not seen 
since they were placed 
in separate foster 
homes as children (see 
http://gaw.kr/UQsw-
PO for full story).

The converse is true 
as well. Young people 
have much to learn 
from those who have 
gone before them. The 
church should be at 
the forefront of help-
ing people who are 
about to retire or have 
retired create experiences to teach 
younger people the skills, knowledge 
and passion they’ve learned. 

Yet too often, the generational 
gap is widest in the Church, with the 
generations criticizing one another. 
But the young should remember 
those with more life experience are 
never a hindrance to the Church. 
If a church is full of 20-somethings 
today, they will be 80 one day. And 
neither are young people, alone, the 

hope of the church. All need to hum-
ble themselves and admit they have 
much to learn from one another.

The question we all should ask 
ourselves is, “If we let generational 
differences stand in our way of care 

for others, then how can 
we ever care for those 
who really are different 
from us?” This is the 
purpose of Paul’s instruc-
tions to young Timothy. 
He is to honor widows 
and to encourage older 
men like fathers, younger 
men like brothers, older 
women like mothers and 
younger women like sis-
ters (1 Tim. 5:1-3).

A Christian’s relation-
ship with other people 

is not simply one responsibility 
among many. Jesus makes our love 
for one another the way in which 
people know we are His disciples 
(John 13:35). Paul makes it abun-
dantly clear in 1 Timothy 5:8 that 
the one who does not provide for his 
or her family has not only failed to 
put their faith into practice, but has 
denied it. This includes the family of 
God as well as our immediate family 
members.

I once read where a missionary 
was asked about why there is some-
times strife among missionaries on 
the mission field. 

He answered by saying the great-
est impediment to cooperation and 
unity among missionar-
ies in the field was that 
nobody wanted to be 
second. 

I suspect there is 
truth in that. I know 
that is the case in Amer-
ican Christianity.

 Nobody wants to be 
second. 

How do I know? 
Because, deep down, 
I don’t want to be sec-
ond either! 

In truth, most of us 
don’t.

Nobody has to teach us to want 
to be first. It is hardwired into our 
systems and is evidence of our fallen 
nature. 

The disciples were no different. 
In fact, Luke 22:24 says they started 
arguing about “which of them was to 
be regarded as the greatest.” Imagine 
that! Disciples arguing about who 
was the best – with Jesus right beside 
them!

In response, Jesus did something 
typically unexpected: He redefined 
what it means to be first, best and 
tops. 

He said the greatest were really 
those who were willing to be least, 

that the first were re-
ally those willing to be 
last and that the most 
enviable position in the 
kingdom was the posi-
tion of service, not the 
position of being served.

This is a hard word, 
indeed. 

In our upwardly mo-
bile society, when most 
of us have been trained 
to think of how to bet-
ter ourselves, going up 
is the goal, not down. 

But Jesus seems to be saying that 
going up actually is going down if 
the whole world is currently upside 
down. And that means that going 
down is really going up in the king-
dom of God that, unlike our world, 
is right side up! 

So would you like to be great? Be-
come a servant. Would you like to 
be first? Be last. 

After all, that is precisely what 
Jesus has done for us.

Michael Carpenter
church planter

The Church at Argenta
North Little Rock

Indifference or compassionate action?
LUKE 10:25-37

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Honor God in your service 
1 TIMOTHY 3:8-13; 4:6-16

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Care for others 
1 TIMOTHY 5:1-10,16-18

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Being served or serving?
LUKE 22:19-30

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
MARCH 24, 2013

MARCH 17, 2013
10   March 7, 2013

Michael Carpenter
church planter

The Church at Argenta
North Little Rock

Wyman Richardson
pastor

Central Baptist
North Little Rock
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Pastor combines couples retreat with evang. conf.
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

CENTER RIDGE – First Baptist 
Church, Center Ridge, might not 
be the only church to hold an an-
nual couples retreat, but they have 
made the concept their own by com-
bining it with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s (ABSC) annual 
State Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth.

Russell Rhoden, who has served 
as pastor of First Baptist for almost 
nine years, has been attending the 
evangelism conference for more 
than a decade. 

Rhoden explained the couples 
retreat began after he took a group 
of deacons to the conference one 
year, after which they began includ-
ing their wives. For the past several 
years, Rhoden has treated the trip 
as a couples retreat, targeting core 
leaders, as well as struggling couples, 
and encouraging them to participate 
in the event.

The group books rooms at a hotel 
and arrives Sunday evening prior to 
the start of the evangelism confer-
ence. Rhoden and his wife lead a 
session Sunday evening and Monday 
morning, and then they go to the 
conference Monday afternoon and 
evening. 

“It’s really just to try to strengthen 
the families. If we can strengthen 
the marriages, what I’ve seen is usu-
ally by default the families will get 
strengthened – not always but usu-
ally that goes a long way to helping,” 
he said, explaining that the men par-
ticularly get challenged at the evan-
gelism conference “to live their lives 
and to lead their families.”

He said they plan to continue 
holding the couples retreat. A big 
benefit is already having speakers at 
the evangelism conference.

“We’re not the richest church, 
we’re not the biggest church, but I 
know the advantages of belonging to 
the Cooperative Program, and this is 
one of those advantages,” Rhoden 
said, adding, “On our own, we could 
never bring those guys into our own 
church. … This is a good way for 

people to hear good, solid, biblical 
preaching and be challenged, and 
it’s all because we’re part of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Con-
vention.” 

And it has an affect on 
his church members. He 
said they come back from 
the evangelism conference 
“on fire.”

“I mean, they’re ready to 
knock down walls because 
they’re hearing that and 
hearing what we’re doing right – be-
cause we’re doing a lot of stuff right 
– but they’re also hearing us get 
challenged on the areas of personal 
evangelism and corporate evange-
lism, and so it’s made a difference. 

I mean that’s one of the reasons I 
think we’ve been so successful in 
reaching the community.”

One way their church has 
been involved in the commu-
nity is through outreach to 
children at the local school. 
He said they bus children, 
ranging in age from kinder-
garteners to 12th-graders, 
from the local school to the 
church on Wednesday after-
noons during the school year. 

He said they have a couple hundred 
children at the church each Wednes-
day, and they feed them and hold 
Bible studies.

Rhoden said he has focused on 
the school since he came to the 

church, and the ministry there 
has proven to be a major source of 
growth for the church.

But their ministry has stretched 
beyond their own community. Rho-
den said they have taken several 
mission trips to Chili – a ministry 
that began when couples attended 
the evangelism conference and came 
back inspired to do more evange-
lism. They also plan to get involved 
in ministry elsewhere in the United 
States.

Combining the marriage retreat 
with the evangelism conference has 
“really had a big impact on people 
sharing Jesus,” said Rhoden.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Attendees (above) at the first Arkansas Baptist 
News-Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
Communications and Media Conference fel-
lowship during lunch Feb. 22. Stella Prather 
(far right) of the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries and Jessica 
Vanderpool of the Arkansas Bapitst News call 
out names for door prizes at the conference.

50 attend first ABN-ABSC
communications event

Ministers’ tax guide now available 
Shelly Moon
GuideStone

DALLAS (BP) – The 2013 edition of 
the ministers’ annual tax guide from 
GuideStone Financial Resources is 
now available.

The 2013 Tax Return Preparation 
and Federal Reporting Guide pro-
vides both active and retired minis-
ters step-by-step help in understand-
ing the latest tax laws along with 
sample tax forms to assist in prepar-
ing 2012 federal tax returns.

The tax guide also includes a spe-
cial section detailing federal report-
ing requirements for churches.

The guide was written again this 
year by Richard Hammar, a noted 
CPA, attorney and widely published 
author specializing in legal and tax is-
sues for ministers. Additionally, the 
material is edited by GuideStone’s 
compliance staff to ensure that it ad-
dresses, in detail, tax issues directly 
affecting Southern Baptist pastors.

“As our tax system grows more 
complicated each year, it is a joy and 
a privilege for GuideStone to stand 
alongside the ministers we represent 
and provide solid counsel from a 
trusted source,” said O.S. Hawkins, 
GuideStone’s president. “Each year 
so many pastors tell us how thank-

ful they are for this guide and how 
much it helps them navigate the 
unique ministerial tax laws. We are 
blessed to be able to help them with 
the important task of ensuring that 
their income tax returns are cor-
rect.”

The guide can be downloaded 
in PDF format at GuideStone.org/
TaxGuide. GuideStone participants 
can order a free printed copy by call-
ing 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-
8433) between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Central Standard Time Monday 
through Friday.

Shelly Moon is a writer for Guide-
Stone Financial Resources, an agency of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
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