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DR to Philippines, 
upper Midwest 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST disaster relief volunteers 
are responding in force following a rash of crippling 
storms to hit the Philippines and U.S. Midwest.

Philippines response
In Cebu, Philippines, Southern Baptists 

spent Nov. 18 packing relief kits for the inhabit-
ants of Gibitngil Island, one of the areas hit the 
hardest when Typhoon Haiyan swept over the is-
land – leaving the community battered and with-
out easy access to relief supplies. Typhoon Hai-
yan is said to be the second-deadliest Philippine 
typhoon on record, killing more than 4,000.

S t u d e n t s 
from a local 
u n i v e r s i t y 
and church 
members of 
the Interna-
tional South-
ern Baptist 
Church of 
Cebu as -
sembled the 
kits in the 
c h u r c h ’ s 

sanctuary. The relief kits were distributed Nov. 20.
World Hunger funds, distributed by Baptist 

Global Response (BGR), were used to purchase 
rice, canned meat, sugar, powdered milk, ramen 
noodles and Nescafe for the kits. These supplies 
are enough food for a household for one week.

Twelve students from the Philippine Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Baguio City, Luzon, ar-
rived in Cebu City to help with the aid efforts.

Alexis Mendoza is studying missiology at the 

See DR page 2

15:11 Project connects needy with volunteers
CHURCH TECH

See 15:11 page 2
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BATTLE OF THE RAVINE – Aerial view of A.U. Williams Field prior to kickoff of the 87th Battle of the Ravine between 
Ouachita Baptist University and Henderson State University in Arkadelphia Nov. 16 (above). Henderson State won the game 
in triple overtime, 60-52. See related story Page 8. Photos courtesy of Ouachita Baptist University.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HARRISBURG – In 2008, Matt 
Shull and his friends decided they 
wanted to help those in need in 
their community. It was a noble 
goal, but they had one problem – 
they didn’t know where to look to 
find the needs.

Their predicament inspired Shull 
to come up with the idea for a web-
site – called “15:11 Project” – that 
would help others in the same situa-
tion. People, organizations and mis-
sionaries would be able to submit 
needs, and then those who wanted 
to serve could search the site for a 
need to meet.

But getting such a site up and 
running was not as easy as it might 
seem, especially considering Shull 

had no money to pay a Web de-
signer. So after four years, Shull and 
a friend decided to build it them-
selves. They used what Web devel-
oping skills they had and 
learned the rest, and the 
site launched Nov. 1, 2012.

Shull, now in his mid-
20s, described 15:11 Proj-
ect as “a social network 
for social good, centered 
around the command that 
Christ gives us to love one 
another as we love our-
selves.”

He added that the site is 
“also a place to find oppor-
tunities to spread the gospel through 
helping others in need.”

“God has done more in one year 
than we thought we’d be doing in 
five,” said Shull, CEO and founder 

of 15:11 Project.
The site is free to use and is ac-

cessible worldwide for people, orga-
nizations and missionaries of all de-

nominations to submit or 
meet needs. 15:11 Project 
verifies all organizations 
and missionaries that 
submit needs so users can 
feel confident about those 
with whom they are work-
ing.

“This (15:11 Project) 
is a very innovative tool. 
I hope to see it become 
a common ministry tool 
used across the state and 

even globally,” said Josh McCarty, 
campus minister at Williams Baptist 
College, adding that Williams and 
15:11 Project are ministry partners. 

McCarty said Williams helps pro-

mote 15:11 Project and uses it to 
help their own ministry team keep 
track of needs in their area and en-
list help when needed.

“It’s a good fit,” McCarty said of 
the 15:11 Project, “because we had 
been praying about ways to better 
connect our students to the sur-
rounding community and to better 
serve that community. We started 
a Facebook page to help in this, 
but the 15:11 Project has the abil-
ity to be more accessible and farther 
reaching. This will help our team 
see needs and look for ways to meet 
them in our community.”

Shull, who also serves as music 
minister at First Baptist Church, 
Harrisburg, said the name for the 
project came from Deuteronomy 

Pickles Gap Baptist: ‘Standing in the Gap’
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – It’s not every day a church named 
Pickles Gap celebrates an anniversary.

It’s also not every day the same church cel-
ebrates 135 years of ministry.

Spirits were high and the atmosphere festive 
recently when Pickles Gap Baptist Church in 
Conway celebrated its anniversary.

It might be more accurate to say the Spirit of 
God was heavy and permeated the congregation 

as current members, past members and guests 
gathered at the church Nov. 3.

“Pickles Gap is much more than just a build-
ing,” said Geneva Day, church music director. 
“It’s always been located right here. … The first 
church actually met in a log cabin.” 

Pickles Gap Baptist Church started as a Mis-
sionary Baptist church with the name of Sul-
phur Springs Baptist Church. The congregation 
became Southern Baptist in 1928, due in large 

Conway church marks 135 years

See GAP page 3

Shull

A volunteer readies supplies bound for the 
Philippines. Photo courtesy of NAMB

BATTLE OF THE RAVINE – Aerial view of A.U. Williams Field prior to kickoff of the 87th Battle of the Ravine between 
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15:11

15:11, which says, “There will al-
ways be poor people in the land. 
Therefore I command you to be 
openhanded toward your fellow Is-
raelites who are poor and needy in 
your land.”

“Our hope is that we can be a 
catalyst to people to start living mis-
sionally as disciples of Christ should 
be,” Shull said. 

“We have noticed that peo-
ple want to help, but they don’t 
know where to look. We are that 

place to look.”
He said he also hopes the web-

site provides a way for organizations 
and churches to keep up with con-
tact information for their missions 
projects.

“Our system will show you who 
has signed up and what their email 
is and phone number if they provid-
ed one,” Shull explained. “Many or-
ganizations have said that it’s much 
easier than trying to keep up with 
emails.”

People can also get involved in 
15:11 Project’s recently launched 
Christmas project – located at 
www.1511project.com/christmas 
– which helps provide families 
with items like gifts and clothing 

for their children.
Shull added that a backpack 

drive planned for next August will 
not only help provide backpacks for 
children in need in the U.S., but 
also will help pay for education for 
children in Guatemala.

The 15:11 Project is an example 
of how God can use an individual’s 
passion – such as knowledge in tech-
nology – to further His kingdom.

“I’ve always had a passion for 
creating websites and working with 
computers and have had a heart for 
those in need. I could never figure 
out growing up how those things 
could be coupled with the pur-
pose of making the name of Jesus 
known in the world around me 

until now,” Shull said. 
“In Scripture, we see many times 

that Jesus commands and mandates 
that we, as disciples, help those in 
need, those that are sick, in prison, 
hungry, etc., and to ignore such a 
command would be ignoring much 
of the Scriptures,” he said. “I’ve seen 
too many people in today’s churches 
– and I myself have been guilty of it 
at times – that become complacent. 
Jesus commands us to ‘go into all 
the world,’ and that’s what I intend 
to do.” 

For more information about the 
15:11 Project, visit www.facebook.
com/1511project.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
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seminary. She said their team will 
provide counseling for typhoon 
survivors. Mendoza and her class-
mates helped pack relief kits before 
boarding a boat to Leyte Island.

“Pray over each bag,” Internation-
al Mission Board (IMB) missionary 
Dottie Smith told the volunteers. 

Susan Stokeld, a BGR proj-
ect director, said the kits “will 
help those who have nothing.”

Dwain Carter, from Freshwa-
ter Church in Jefferson City, Mo., 
and Michael Beasley, from Trimble 
Baptist Church in Trimble, Mo., 
traveled with BGR 
partner Adore Sabi-
do to Gibitngil on 
Nov. 16 and 17 to 
assess needs. Carter 
and Beasley were 
part of a BGR rapid 
assistance team.

Carter, who is 
the disaster relief 
strategist for the 
Missouri Baptist 
Convention, said there are 449 
families on the island in need of 
water and food. Right now, the is-
land’s only water source is rainwater.

After building rapport with 
the village leader, plans were 
put in place for the relief kits 
and for volunteer teams to 
help the community rebuild. 

Carter said all of the roofs 

on village homes, except for 
the roof on the village leader’s 
house, were gone. The school 
on the island also was damaged.

Arkansas Baptists who would 
like to assist monetarily with re-
lief efforts in the Philippines may 
donate through the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention at www.absc.
org or send a check made payable 
to the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (with Philippines Relief 
in the memo line) to 10 Reming-
ton Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204.

Midwest tornadoes
Southern Baptist disaster relief 

units were deployed in Illinois, In-
diana and Missouri following a rash 
of powerful tornadoes Nov. 17. The 

North American 
Mission Board 
(NAMB) was 
dispatching sup-
plies, including 
bottled water and 
roofing tarp, to 
the area Nov. 18.

Weather of-
ficials said more 

than 50 torna-
does were con-

firmed in the three-state region 
that damaged more than 1,000 
houses, killing at least three people.

“The states are responding, as 
they always do, and we will assist 
them and provide support as they 
have need,” said Fritz Wilson, 
NAMB disaster relief director. 
“That is one of the great things 
about working in cooperation. Just 

like in the Philippines, there were 
people (in states affected by the tor-
nadoes) trained and ready to serve. 
We are supporting them and assist-
ing with the coordination of state 
volunteers. Our network puts us in 
place before disasters ever occur.”

In all, Wilson said 12 states ex-
perienced severe weather from the 
system and had some damage. Rex 
Alexander, Illinois Baptist State 
Association missions mobilization 
director, has been in contact with 
NAMB and is assessing needs.

As of press time, no information 
was available from the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention regarding the 
deployment of units from the state.

NAMB coordinates and man-
ages Southern Baptist responses to 
major disasters through partner-
ships with 42 state Baptist conven-
tions, most of which have their 
own state disaster relief programs.

For more information on disas-
ter relief response in the Philippines 
and Midwest, visit www.arkansas-
baptist.org.

‘Renewal Project’ to host � rst Arkansas event
LITTLE ROCK – Educating and 
inspiring America’s pastors and lay-
people to stand up for their faith 
and values is the focus of the two-
day Arkansas Renewal Project to be 
held Dec. 12-13 at the State House 
Convention Center in Little Rock. 

The event will feature prominent 
special guests, including former Ar-
kansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, histo-
rians David Barton and William J. 
Federer and former congressmen 
Bob McEwen and J.C. Watts.

According to its founder, David 
Lane, The American Renewal Proj-
ect, of which the Arkansas Renewal 
Project is part, “is the mobilization 

of pastors and pews to restore Amer-
ica to our Judeo-Christian heritage 
and re-establish a Christian culture.”

The organization has held events 
in 15 states across the country. It is 
the first time to be held in Arkansas. 

The goal of the event, according 
to Lane, is to provide pastors and 
their spouses a time of relaxation, as 
well as instruction on how to help 
their churches engage American cul-
ture for Christ and get their mem-
bers registered to vote.

“There is an estimated 65 to 80 
million evangelical Christians that 
polling shows read their Bible and 
go to church on Sunday. Of the 65 

to 80 million, half of those are not 
registered to vote and half of those 
don’t vote,” said Lane. “Our goal is 
to get the 65 to 80 million evangeli-
cal Christians in America registered 
and voting as a way to turn the coun-
try back to Him. Somebody’s values 
are going to reign supreme – our 
values or somebody else’s values. If 
we don’t show up, then the other 
side that is showing up are going to 
impose their values.”

Organizers invite all Arkansas 
pastors and their spouses to attend 
the event. The American Renewal 
Project is providing hotel accom-
modations and meals for pastors 

and spouses free of charge on a first-
come, first-served basis.

“It is completely complimentary 
for pastors and spouses. There are 
no surprises and no hidden costs,” 
said Gary Miller, former Southern 
Baptist pastor and director of the 
American Renewal Project. 

Miller said oftentimes bi-voca-
tional pastors and pastors of small 
churches are forgotten about and 
don’t have budgets that allow them 
to attend conferences and events.

“This is a way we can bless them,” 
said Miller.

For more information, visit 
http://the.maxcelreg.net/ar.

WELCOMED HELP – Karol Jones (above in 
gray hoodie) hugs a homeowner whose house 
was damaged Nov. 17. Jones, a Southern 
Baptist disaster relief volunteer also served 
in New York following Superstorm Sandy. 
Workers (right) clear debris. Photos by the 
North American Mission Board

Devastation from recent tornado in Illinois.
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For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest
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GAP
part to its emphasis on missions, ac-
cording to Day, who read from “An 
Oral History of Early Pickles Gap 
Church,” the church’s history com-
piled by Louretta Southerland in 
2010.

Legend has it that the commu-
nity the church is named after was 
dubbed “Pickles Gap” when a fam-
ily had an auto accident involving a 
large pickle barrel, Gay said. Across 
the street in the shadow of the 
church is Pickles Gap Village, fea-
turing confections, food, antiques, 
crafts and a flea market.

Pastor Laramie LeQuieu said the 
church’s long history of missions 
continues today.

“We do missions and ministry 
in the Gap,” said LeQuieu, add-
ing, “(God) is building His Church 
through us. It’s not somebody else’s 
job; it’s our job to make disciples.” 

He quoted Acts 1:8: “It says, ‘You 
will be my witnesses.’ We have that 
responsibility!”

LeQuieu said when people ask 
where he serves as pastor, all he has 
to say is, “It’s the church across from 
the fudge factory.”

Johnny Harrington Jr., past mem-
ber of Pickles Gap Baptist Church 
who served as pastor of the Sunny 
Gap Baptist Church (a mission of 
Pickles Gap Baptist) since 1991, said, 
“Praise God for your church and for 
your pastoral staff here. You are alive 
and well here at Pickles Gap.”

Larry White, associational mis-
sionary for Faulkner Baptist Associa-
tion in Conway, grew up in Pickles 
Gap Baptist Church. White said of 
the anniversary celebration, “For 
those who don’t get to be here all 

the time, this is a very special time.”
Day provided an extensive review 

of the church’s history. She said the 
church has had some wonderful pas-
tors who really cared greatly about 
the Pickles Gap community.

One such pastor was T. W. Hayes, 
who was pastor of the church for 22 
years, from 1935 to 1957.

“Bro. Hayes had influence in 
Pickles Gap and community,” said 
Day. 

“A lot of people joined the church 
during his pastorate. In 1942, the 
church voted to send its pastor to 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
for the first time.”

Ken Jordan, pastor from 1973 to 
1976, shared a message during the 
church’s regular morning service. 
A celebration service marking 135 
years was held following lunch.

During the tenure of John Evans, 
who was pastor from 1965 to 1973, 
the existing 300-seat auditorium was 
built in 1968 at a cost of $50,000, 
said Day.

Through the years, an educa-
tion building was added, along with 
other improvements. Day said per-
haps one of the best-received addi-

tions was that of a balcony in 1976 
and much-needed padded pews. 

“We’re all proud of that!” said 
Day to a roar of laughter.

LeQuieu closed the afternoon 
celebration service by sharing an 
overview of the current mission 
work the church is involved in, re-
minding members and visitors that 
Pickles Gap sees mission outreach as 
a “simultaneous process” to touch 
their Jerusalem (local), Judea (state), 
Samaria (nation) and ends of the 
earth – all at the same time.

He emphasized the church 
doesn’t always see people join Pick-
les Gap through its local outreach 
efforts, remarking, “There are times 
on our calendar when we reach our 
community unconditionally.” 

“I am honored to be a part of a 
church driven by the Great Com-
mandment,” LeQuieu concluded, 
leading the congregation in a season 
of prayer and the closing song “How 
Great is Our God.”

View a video on Pickles Gap Bap-
tist at www.arkansasbaptist.org/pick-
lesgap.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Ky. ‘Sunrise’ president
voted  ‘no confidence’
PADUCAH, Ky. – Messengers 
to the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion (KBC) annual meeting voted 
overwhelmingly Nov. 12 to con-
vey a vote of no confidence in the 
president of Sunrise Children’s 
Services to the agency’s board of 

directors, the 
Western Record-
er reported. 
Tommy Tap-
scott, KBC 
second vice 
p r e s i d e n t , 
brought the 
“no confi-
dence” mo-
tion regarding  
Bill Smith-

wick, Sunrise’s president. The 
vote follows weeks of controversy 
stemming from Smithwick’s 
recommendation to allow ho-
mosexual employees at the Bap-
tist-affiliated child care agency. 
Although Tapscott said he was 
“very pleased” with the Nov. 8 
decision by Sunrise’s trustees 
against changing the agency’s 
hiring practices and commended 
them for standing up for “bibli-
cal and Baptist principles,” he 
added that “the disturbing part” 
for him was that the recommen-
dation had been advanced by 
Sunrise’s president.

CBF church gives 
building to SBC plant
BALTIMORE – A Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship church in 
Baltimore has voted to disband 
and donate facilities valued at 
$2 million to a Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) church plant 
launched nearby five years ago, 
the Associated Baptist Press re-
ported. Patterson Park Baptist 
Church was constituted in 1913 
in a neighborhood then bustling 
with row houses built to accom-
modate immigrant workers who 
flocked into the city seeking jobs 
in waterfront factories, rail yards 
and wharves in the 1900s. Once 
thriving, the church had dwin-
dled to 20 members, according 
to the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware newspaper 
Baptist Life. With limited resourc-
es, the remaining members knew 
they could not afford to pay for 
a new pastor. So they voted to 
give the church building to Gal-
lery Church, a nearby church 
started in 2008 as part of the 
North American Mission Board’s 
“Send North America” strategy 
of planting SBC churches in 32 
major metropolitan areas across 
the United States and Canada.

Thomas new campus minister at ATU-Ozark
OZARK – Gary Thomas of Fort 
Smith has been named campus min-
ister of the Baptist Collegiate Minis-
try (BCM) at Arkansas Tech Univer-
sity (ATU)-Ozark in an effort to help 
an ever-growing student population.

Thomas, 55, serves as pastor of 
Legacy Baptist Church in 
Fort Smith and is the car-
toonist for the Arkansas 
Baptist News. Thomas was 
director of the Association 
of Baptist Students, a min-
istry of the Baptist Mission-
ary Association, at the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas 
from 1984 to 1988.

Marty Black, associa-
tional missionary for Clear 
Creek Baptist Association, 
is credited with having the vision to 
start a collegiate ministry presence 
on the Ozark campus. Upon visiting 
the campus after becoming the as-
sociational missionary, Black said he 
noted the large student population 
with no ministry presence. That was 
a little more than a year ago. The as-
sociation is providing some financial 
assistance.

Black said the ATU-Ozark cam-
pus currently has a commuter 

doing in and through this ministry, 
and we are very thankful that He has 
sent Gary Thomas.”

Richard Harris, director of 
student services at ATU-Ozark, 
said the campus is excited to 
have a BCM presence.

“This organization has an oppor-
tunity to fill a role on this campus 
that has been missing by providing 
spiritual guidance to our growing 
student population,” he said. “In 
a short amount of time, they have 
done a tremendous job of reaching 
out to both students and employees. 
The campus is committed to provid-
ing support and resources to both 
Mr. Thomas and the organization 
as they continue to move forward in 
fulfilling their mission on our cam-
pus.”

Thomas said the weekly meal is a 
great benefit to students since many 
of them are lower income.

“During the two hours that we 
serve (11 a.m. to 1 p.m.), I spend 
most of my time building relation-
ships, praying, listening and sharing 
with students,” said Thomas. 

“In addition to serving the stu-
dents, many staff come to lunches 
as well.”

student population of more than 
2,000, which is an increase of 600 
percent in enrollment in the past 10 
years.

“The campus is made up of both 
traditional and nontraditional stu-
dents from various backgrounds, 

with the majority nontra-
ditional – single parents, 
low income individuals, 
students returning to 
college, students in the 
workforce trying to learn 
a technical trade,” said 
Black. 

“(It was) obvious there 
was an opportunity to 
minister to students who 
were driving to Ozark 
every day from several 

counties.”
Currently, about 150 students at-

tend a lunch or breakfast on campus 
one day a week. The meal is provid-
ed on an alternating basis by area 
churches.

“Although this is his first semes-
ter on campus, Gary has already 
made some very strong connections 
with both students and faculty,” said 
Black. 

“We are thankful for what God is 

Thomas

Smithwick

From left: Larry White, associational missionary for Faulkner Baptist Association in Conway, Laramie 
LeQuieu, pastor of Pickles Gap Baptist Church, Conway, and Johnny Harrington Jr., pastor of Sunny 
Gap Baptist Church, Conway, a mission of Pickles Gap Baptist. Photo by Tim Yarbrough
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grown accustomed to a certain 
standard of living. The reality is 
that Americans have never been 
healthier, had more “stuff” and 
lived better than they do today.

My question is, “Are we truly 
grateful?”

The immediate answer is, “Of 
course I always thank God for my 
faith, my family and the way He 

has so abundantly 
blessed me.”

But are we truly 
grateful?

As you celebrate 
this Thanksgiving, 
pause and inter-
nalize how your 
life could have 

been very different than it is today.
In the United States, there was a 

pretty good chance you could have 
been aborted and not been given a 
chance at life at all.

What if you had been born in 
Bangladesh, which is one of the 
poorest nations on Earth? And not 
only that, but what if you were at 
the bottom of the country’s caste 
system with your entire family’s 
role in society being to clean filthy 
toilets?

Where would you find hope had 
the God of the universe not had 

There was a time not that long 
ago that children were expect-

ed to show respect for their elders, 
were taught to say, “Yes, sir,” and 
were the last to eat Thanksgiving 
dinner after the adults had finished 
their meal.

Today there are parents who put 
there children first in everything 
and seem to take a backseat to the 
wants and desires of 
their children.

And the way TV 
portrays parents 
doesn’t help much 
either. Parents are 
often called stupid, 
ill-informed, out of 
touch and down-
right wrong when it comes to mak-
ing decisions that are best handled 
by their “more enlightened” chil-
dren.

Yes, it sometimes seems that we 
live in an age of entitlement, and 
it’s not just children who exhibit 
traits of selfishness, arrogance and 
who embrace a “me first” and mate-
rialistic worldview. It’s adults too.

I think the problem in America 
is that we have had it too good for 
too long. 

That’s not to say economic times 
are not tough for us who have 

Rekindling a grateful heart

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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BOOK REVIEW

Caleb Yarbrough
 Arkansas Baptist News

Manhood Restored: How the Gospel Makes Men Whole
By Eric Mason, B&H Publishing Group, 2013

In his new book, “Manhood 
Restored,” Eric Mason, lead 

pastor of Epiphany Fellowship in 
Philadelphia, urges men to turn 
their focus to the gospel. Mason 
writes, “From beginning to end, 
God has a purpose 
for men. It’s a pur-
pose that’s been lost 
but, in and through 
Jesus Christ, one 
that might yet be 
recovered. It’s time 
for manhood to be 
restored.” 

Consisting of eight chapters on 
specific and practical aspects of 
manhood, “Manhood Restored” 
is a call for men to recognize 
their Creator, their fall and the 
redemption and renewed “man-
hood” made available through 
Christ.

In the book’s preface, Mason 

writes, “I have written this book be-
cause men need to know that only 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ 
can they be what God intends.”

Mason states that he wrote “Man-
hood Restored” to be used as a  

curriculum 
and “catalyst 
and primer 
for the in-
tentional 
development 
of men,” 
in Sunday 

school classes, small groups and 
men’s ministry settings. Each chap-
ter works together to paint an over-
arching message of Christ-centered 
manliness – yet they can also func-
tion individually, making the book 
a valuable tool for many ministry 
applications.

In chapter one, Mason addresses 
creation, God’s intended role for 

men, man’s fall from grace and 
how men can be made whole again 
through Christ, 
laying the founda-
tion on which 
the rest of the 
book is built. 
In subsequent 
chapters, Mason 
addresses issues 
such as, sexuality, 
family, church, 
worldview and 
the prevalence of 
fatherlessness and 
how they can all 
be transformed 
through Jesus.

The subject of 
fatherlessness, or 
what Mason calls 
“Daddy Delin-
quency,” is one on which Mason fo-
cuses much time. He argues that the 

breakdown of the family and lack 
of strong fathers in many commu-

nities is due to the fact 
that many fathers do 
not base their lives and 
manhood on the model 
set forth by God and 
His Son, Jesus Christ.

“Manhood Restored” 
is an insightful re-
source for men of all 
ages. Mason tasks men 
not only to proclaim 
Christ, but also to ac-
tively emulate His life 
and relationship with 
God the Father. Often 
challenging, yet of-
fered in brotherly love, 
“Manhood Restored” 
is a must-read for men 
seeking to grow closer 

to and be more like Christ in 
today’s world.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

pity on your life and sent His only 
begotten Son to provide a pathway 
to salvation and avoid eternal dam-
nation?

Yes, everyone who is reading this 
column has a lot to be grateful and 
thankful for this Thanksgiving. 

I encourage you when it comes 
time for your family to pause and 
bless your meal – thanking God for 
the bounty He provided – to make 

sure everyone is aware how differ-
ent their lives could be with a few 
alterations.

Most importantly, if you don’t 
know the spiritual condition of a 
family member, be sure to share 
with him why you are so grateful 
for a merciful Savior and how he 
can know Him too.

Tim Yarbrough is the editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.
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Family Matters
‘The GPS Initiative’ 

Dad, the light bulb is out in 
my closet. Can I change 

it?”  
“Go for it son!” I said, de-

lighted he was taking initiative 
to change the light bulb. Five 
minutes later he showed me a 
broken light fix-
ture cover. 

“I’m sorry dad. 
I didn’t mean to 
break it. I tried 
to unscrew the 
fixture and it 
cracked.”  

I asked, “Did 
you loosen up the screws that 
held the fixture on?”

“No, I didn’t know to do 
that,” he replied.  It was then 
that I realized that I had not 
taken the time to guide him in 
the practical skill of changing 
a light bulb. It is important for 
parents to: Guide in Practical 
Skills (GPS). 

GPS is an initiative to spend 
scheduled time each week guid-
ing your children in practical 
skills. It works like this:  (1) I 
do.  (2) I do and you watch.  
(3) We do together.  (4) You 
do and I watch.  (5) You do on 
your own.  (6) Repeat this pro-
cess until they master the skills. 
The goal of a good parent is not 
to do everything for children.  
Sometimes it may be easier, but 
eventually it will present major 
challenges for your children 
when they become adults. In-
vest time to GPS.

My wife and I have taught 
our children how to plunge 
a toilet, how to clean out the 
bathtub drain, how to hold a 
hammer, how to wash clothes, 
how to cook and a variety of 
other skills. We’re not finished 
yet, and we will continue to 
GPS until they leave the house. 
Yes, we do expect them to leave 
the nest, but we want them to 
leave the nest and soar up with 
the eagles and not just peck the 
ground with the chickens.

Involve boys and girls in GPS 
cross training so they learn mul-
tiple skills maturing them to 
become successful, hardwork-
ing and self-sustaining, inde-
pendent adults. While you are 
teaching them, make sure they 
understand what God’s Word 
says regarding GPS work. Here 
are some verses you might share 
with them: Proverbs 6:6-11; 
Ecclesiastes 2:24; 1 Corinthians 
10:31; Ephesians 4:28; Colos-
sians 3:17, 23; 2 Thessalonians 
3:6-15. Help your children find 
their way to adulthood with the 
GPS Initiative.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

IRA gifts to charity

Church discipline. The very term raises eyebrows 
and blood pressure in congregationally minded, 

freedom-loving Baptists. After all, didn’t Jesus say, 
“Judge not, lest ye be judged?” And is church disci-
pline not about a closed-door meeting of little judges 
running the church? 

Dear Arkansas Baptists, if that were church dis-
cipline, then we truly should run screaming from 
it. After all, a beloved part of our 
heritage as Baptists is recognizing 
that we as people stand before God 
as Judge, with none needed on our 
side but the Lord Jesus Christ. His 
life, death, burial, resurrection and 
ascension are all we can take before 
the Father. Gloriously, He is all we 
need to take. Historically, Baptists 
have stood firm on this truth and 
fought against those who would 
allow the Church to choose a person’s standing be-
fore the Father.

Church discipline, however, is not the medieval 
practice of penance and indulgences. It is not a sys-
tem for funding the church by extorting a payment 
for sin, for sin has already been paid for! Rather, 
church discipline is the process by which a church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the visible Church on earth, 
protects her witness to the Savior.

We are not people of the Arkansas Baptist News, nor 
are we people of Pastor “So-and-So” who said “this.” 
We are people of The Book, believers in Jesus Christ 
who stand firmly on His Word. If, therefore, we 
want to know whether or not something belongs in 
our church, in His Church, then we must go to His 
Word.

Church discipline rests primarily on two passages 

of Scripture in the New Testament. These are 1 Cor-
inthians 5:1-13 and Matthew 18:15-20. We will deal 
with these two passages. Grab your Bible, because 
we’re not going to reprint the verses here.

Matthew records the explicit teaching of Jesus on 
handling sins committed by one believer against an-
other. 1 Corinthians speaks of sins committed within 
the church that were visible to the outside world. 

Matthew’s passage provides a pro-
cess for dealing with interpersonal 
conflict in the church while Paul’s 
writing provides clarity on correcting 
immorality. 

Before we go any further, I think 
it is worth noting a few things that 
these passages do not address and 
that are not a part of church disci-
pline.

First, these passages are not about 
criminal action committed by church members 
against others. If a person has been attacked, abused 
or defrauded criminally by a church member, then 
it does not “go to the church” before it goes to the 
police. I think I speak on behalf of many people here: 
Bible-based church discipline should never silence a 
victim of criminals. 

Second, these passages are not about how to con-
trol dissenters in a church. Acts 6 is the first example 
of trouble in a church, and the response is not to toss 
the Greek widows. Instead, the church leadership lis-
tens and fixes the problem. Church discipline is not 
used to stifle those with real problems with the direc-
tion and action of a church.

Editor’s Note: This is part one of a two-part series. Doug 
Hibbard is the pastor of First Baptist Church, Almyra. 
Read his blog at www.doughibbard.com.

Church discipline for the modern age

One of the privileges that our government has given 
us this year is the ability to provide charitable 

gifts directly from an Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA). Individuals 70-and-a-half years old and older can 
transfer up to $100,000 from their IRA directly to a 
charity, with the donation satisfying the required mini-
mum distribution. The taxpayer does not report the 
amount given as income, and there is 
no charitable deduction. From a tax 
standpoint, it is a nonevent. The ma-
neuver, however, will lower your Ad-
justed Gross Income (AGI), compared 
with taking the distribution and then 
making a charitable contribution. 
This can really help those who do not 
itemize, the taxability of social secu-
rity payments and all taxable calcula-
tions that are based on income. 

To make the tax-free transfer, contact your IRA custo-
dian and have them transfer the desired amount direct-
ly from your IRA to the charity. You may be required to 
furnish the address and perhaps even the tax identifica-
tion number of the charity. If the distribution is made 
out to you, then the transfer will not qualify as tax-free.  

For a number of individuals, the required minimum 

distribution is a nuisance, which forces them to take a 
taxable distribution that is not needed and pay some 
additional tax. For those who are charitably inclined, 
this is a wonderful way to simply pass that required 
distribution (and even more, if desired, up to the 
$100,000 limit) to the charity or charities of choice. 
The gift can be made either outright or to an endow-

ment, but cannot be made to a donor-
advised fund.

Before you use this technique, you 
might check to see if you would be 
better off by donating some appreci-
ated asset like stock from your taxable 
(nonretirement) account. You would 
avoid tax on the capital gain, and the 
donation would not boost your AGI 
and taxable income as a sale would. 
You then deduct the full market value 

of the securities as long as you held the securities for 
more than a year. 

 The end of a year is a good time to plan carefully and 
make gifts that have the greatest impact for your family 
and the kingdom. Happy gifting! 

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

FINANCIAL

 TIMES 

David Moore

P A RT O N E

CHURCH

ISSUES

   Doug Hibbard

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas Bap-
tist churches to submit reviews of re-
ligion-related books they have read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 
in the past six months. 

Reviews submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
Yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkan-
sasbaptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151. Visit www.arkansasbap-
tist.org/reviews for examples.

Read any good books lately?

www.facebook.com/arkbaptnews

Read more news 
and commentary

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or on
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Staff shares Christmas memories and traditions
LITTLE ROCK – Whether it’s in 
the form of singing a favorite Christ-
mas carol, sharing a family meal or 
participating in a beloved tradition, 
Christmas is often a time of creating 
memories, spending time with fam-
ily and blessing others. In anticipa-
tion of Christmas, the staff of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) and related agencies re-
cently shared a few of their personal 

Christmas memories 
and traditions with 
the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

Family was a com-
mon theme in their 
stories. 

“Last year was one 
of my best memo-
ries because all three 
of my kids and my 

daughters-in-law were together – 
and our grandson,” said Gwen Mc-
Callister, ABSC executive support 
team member, explaining it was her 
grandson’s first Christmas. “We 
knew it might be our last year to 
have them all in one place at one 
time, so we had a great Christmas – 
and it ended with the snow and ice! 
It was gorgeous!”

Charity Gardner, ABSC missions 
support team member, values time 
with family during the holidays.

“I think my favorite holiday tradi-
tion is just traveling and spending 
time with family that we don’t get to 
see over the year,” she said. 

Becky Sanders’ family tradition 
comes in the form of a book – “The 
Crippled Lamb” by Max Lucado.

“We still read 
it every year even 
though my children 
are 22 and 25,” said 
Sanders, ABSC col-
legiate ministry team 
member.

Vickey Nelson, 
ABSC family min-
istry team member, 
said when her nieces 

and nephews were young, she would 
make a cake in honor of Jesus’ birth-
day, and then they would read Luke 
1, talk about it and sing “Happy 

Birthday” to Jesus.
Bryan Lee’s family takes a less-

than-traditional approach to their 
Christmas meal – they eat Mexican 
food.

“You’ve already had turkey for 
Thanksgiving, so (it’s a) little bit of 
a change-up I guess,” explained Lee, 
ABSC business affairs team mem-
ber. “My grandmother started doing 
it. She decided she was sick of tur-
key one year and just decided to do 
some enchiladas instead, so it just 
kind of caught on.”

June Chandler, retiree from the 
ABSC executive support team, has a 
unique memory. One year, she was 
given a glass Christmas ornament 
in the form of a green pickle. She 
explained green pickle ornaments 
stem from a tradition in which the 
ornament is hidden in the Christ-
mas tree and then children compete 
to find it.

She said her grandchildren grew 
up with the pickle, and when her 
grandson left at Christmastime to 
go to Iraq, he took the ornament 
with him. He carried it every day, 
and when he returned the next De-

cember and hung it 
on the tree again, the 
green had worn off, 
making it clear glass. 

In exchange for 
the pickle, her grand-
son had left Chan-
dler his guitar pick, 
which she had en-
cased in a glass globe 
to hang on the tree.

And while a number of Christ-
mas memories and traditions, such 
as Chandler’s, involved family, some 
included those outside their families 
as well.

Kirby Martin, ABSC business af-
fairs team member, said being aware 
of those less fortunate than himself 
and his family played a large role 
in his holidays growing up. He re-
counted his father’s Thanksgiving 
and Christmas acts of kindness.

“My dad was an insurance agent. 
He was kind of down in a poorer 
part of town. And we would always 
have so much food that he would 

always take extra food to people that 
he knew just didn’t have much,” 
said Martin. “That always had a big 
impact on us.”

David Perry, Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries (ABCHomes) executive 
director, said he and his wife enjoy 
going to the annual Christmas party 
for the Arkansas Baptist Home for 
Children in Monticello, where all 
the children and houseparents get 
together for a meal, read the Christ-
mas story and open presents back in 

their individual fam-
ily homes (cottages). 

“And I remember 
one year a little boy 
sitting up front on 
the floor, and after 
the director had read 
the Christmas story, 
he just shouted out, 
‘That’s an awesome 
story!’ (That’s) one 

of my favorite memories there,” 
shared Perry.

And yet, sometimes it’s some-
thing as simple as a Christmas deco-
ration that inspires a tradition.

“After we get all of the tree deco-
rated, the whole family sits down 
on the floor and we turn off all 
the lights in the house and just 
have the Christmas tree lights on, 
and we listen to 
Christmas carols,” 
said Donna Couch, 
ABSC leadership 
and worship 
team member.

Karen Smith, 
ABSC executive 
support team 
member, collects 
nativities and en-
joys unpacking 
them each year. 
She noted that 
although she 
didn’t origi-
nally plan to 
collect them, 
“it evolved and 
took on a life of 
its own,” and now she has 
more than 400 sets – each of which 

get unpacked annually.
“A lot of them have been gifts and 

so that brings back memories of peo-
ple and times, and so just putting 

them out is a strong 
tradition,” she said.

But regardless of 
the way it’s celebrat-
ed, the meaning of 
Christmas is what’s 
important. 

Stella Prather, 
ABCHomes director 
of communications, 
has two sons, and 

she said her favorite memory with 
them is unpacking the nativity scene 
while retelling the story of Christ’s 
birth. 

She said even though her boys are 
getting older and the nativity set is 
for preschoolers, they still “have to 
take it out every year, and we talk 
about the meaning of Christmas.”

Share your Christmas tradition 
on the Arkansas Baptist News Face-
book page, www.facebook.com/
arkbaptnews.

ABN to publish evangelist directory 
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) will publish an evangelist 
directory in conjunction with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) 2014 State Convention on 
E v a n g e l i s m 
and Church 
Growth set to 
take place in 
January.

The direc-
tory will in-
clude sections 
for all types 
of ministries, 
such as voca-
tional evangelism ministries, cre-
ative and music ministries, women’s 
ministries, children’s and youth 

ministries and marriage enrichment 
ministries.

Ads are available in various sizes 
and will include the ministry’s 
name, contact information, web-

site and a 
general sum-
mary of the 
m i n i s t r y , 
along with a 
photo.

For more 
information 
or to sched-
ule an ad, 
email abn@

arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-376-
4791, ext. 5154. The deadline for 
scheduling all ads is Nov. 30.

McCallister

Martin

Lee

Smith

Nelson
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Mountain Home Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time senior pastor. Send resume to 1960 
Glenbriar Drive, Mountain Home, AR 72653, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee or mhbaptistchurch@
suddenlinkmail.com. 

FBC, Mount Ida, is accepting resumes for a 
full-time pastor. Email to fbcmtida@gmail.com 
or mail to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 87, 
Mount Ida, AR 71957.

Osceola First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., Osceola, AR 72370 
or email to fbcosc@rittermail.com.

First Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge, seeks full-
time senior pastor. Send resumes to pas-
torsearchfbcwr@gmail.com by Dec. 1, 2013.

Emmet First Baptist is seeking a bi-vocation-
al pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 186, Emmet, AR 
71835-0186.

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-

time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to caleb-
finley@hotmail.com or they may also be sent to 
Manila First Baptist Church Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church of Rogers is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PGBC, Attn: Pastoral Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 517, Lowell, AR 72745 or email to pgb-
churchrogers@yahoo.com.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Full-time senior pastor, New Hope Baptist 
Church, 10 miles south of Meridian, Miss. Send re-
sumes to 6573 Highway 145, Meridian, MS 39301, 
Attn: Pastor Search Committee.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of DeWitt is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 

Resumes can be sent to 321 W. 1st St., DeWitt, AR 
72042 or emailed to brojimmyalbrecht@yahoo.
com. 

Children’s director: Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church, HSV, has a permanent part-time salaried 
position available Jan. 6, 2014. Position description 
and job application are available from the church 
office. 501-922-0692, 390 Barcelona Road, HSV, AR 
71909 or brbc3finance@att.net.

First Baptist Church of Judsonia is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Email resumes 
to fbcjud@gmail.com or call 501-279-6748.

First Baptist Church, Clarksville, is seeking full-
time worship minister. Lead worship team, 
develop leaders and participants, creative expres-
sions desired. Blended/contemporary. Contact: 
darrell@fbcclarksville.org.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully 
searching for a part-time worship leader
who can lead a blended service. Please send re-
sumes or questions to billytreece@hotmail.com 
or Formosa Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, 
AR 72031.

MISCELLANEOUS

Travel: Hundreds of Bible land departures ca-
tering to Southern Baptists - Israel, Greece, Turkey, 
Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Britain, Jordan, Egypt, 
etc. www.pilgrimtours.com; 800-322-0788.

Book – “LEVEL FIELDS OF PLAY: Bobby 
Show’s life and ministry through sports,” 
is available in print and digital through Amazon.
com. Portion of sales benefits Sports Crusaders. 
For more information, visit www.levelfieldsofplay.
com. 

Do you need a church pianist? We have 
piano CDs for congregational singing. Hymns, 
Christmas, choruses - Worship Service Resources, 
1-877-977-6800. Free demo! Special church pric-
ing! www.wsrpianocds.com.

Advertise in the 
Arkansas Baptist News!

Email nelle@arkansasbaptist.org 
or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Senior women crochet mats 
for homeless of central Ark.
LITTLE ROCK – Two senior adult 
members of First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, have found a creative 
way to use their crocheting skills to 
minister to 
Little Rock’s 
homeless.

L i l l i a n 
Miller and 
Violet Miller, 
who are not 
related, are 
residents of 
Wo o d l a n d 
Heights Re-
tirement Cen-
ter in Little 
Rock. After 
being taught 
a way to convert plastic grocery bags 
into crochet yarn, the women began 
using the technique to make com-
fortable sleeping mats, which they 
give away to homeless individuals 
living in central Arkansas.

The women work together to pro-
duce each mat they make. 

Lillian Miller converts the plastic 
bags into a large ball of yarn, and Vi-
olet Miller uses the yarn to crochet 

a mat that is 36 inches by 72 inches. 
It takes the women two-and-a-half 

days to produce each mat. When 
multiple colors of plastic bags 

are available, the 
women even add 
designs to the mats.

In three years, 
the women have 
made more than 50 
mats. It takes 400-
500 bags to make 
each mat.

The women 
noted the mats not 
only provide home-
less Arkansans a 
more comfortable 
place to sleep, but 

also act as a method of recycling the 
bags, keeping them out of local land-
fills.

The women said that by helping 
others, they also help themselves. 
Making the mats has given the 
women not only a fun and construc-
tive activity to do with their time, 
but one that makes a tangible differ-
ence in people’s lives – in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation. Consider helping secure the future of 
the official news journal of the state convention by 
including the ABN in your will or by making a contri-
bution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Contact David 
Moore at the Foundation at 501-376-0732.

ZEISERS HONORED  - 
Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village, recently 
honored Willard and Juel Zeiser 
with a reception at the end of 
Willard Zeiser’s period as in-
terim pastor for the church. Jon 
Stubblefield is now serving as 
pastor. 

Lillian Miller (left) and Violet Miller (not related), 
crochet sleeping mats for the homeless.

OBU Tigers to play in Heart of Texas Bowl
ARKADELPHIA – The Ouachita 
Baptist Tigers football team has ac-
cepted an invitation to play in the 
C.H.A.M.P.S. (Communities Help-
ing Americans Mature, Progress 
and Succeed) Heart of Texas Bowl 
in Copperas Cove, Texas, Dec. 7. 

The 7-3 Tigers of the Great Amer-
ican Conference will face the 7-3 
Tarleton State Texans, who claimed 
a share of the Lone Star Conference 
title. The game will be played at Bull-
dawg Stadium at Copperas Cove 
High School. Kickoff is scheduled 

for 6:30 p.m.
The Tigers and Texans played 

three times previously, with Ouachi-
ta leading the all-time series 2-1. Ti-
gers head coach Todd Knight said he 
is happy to see the 2013 Tigers’ suc-
cess being rewarded with the bowl 
invitation.

“Our student athletes, coaches, 
managers and trainers are all de-
serving of this honor, and we look 
forward to playing the Lone Star 
Co-Champion Tarleton State Uni-
versity,” said Knight. 

“This team has worked hard all 
season and has been successful both 
on and off the field,” said David 
Sharp, Ouachita’s athletic director. 
“I’m very happy that the players get 
the chance to play one more game 
this year.”

The Heart of Texas Bowl is spon-
sored by C.H.A.M.P.S., a school-
based program aimed at educating 
students about the dangers of the 
abuse of illicit drugs and alcohol. 
Jack Welch, Copperas Cove High 
School head coach and athletic di-

rector, founded the organization.
The Tigers and the Texans are set 

to arrive in Copperas Cove Dec. 6. 
The bowl committee will provide 
meals and entertainment for the 
participants. Both teams also will 
have the opportunity to participate 
in learning and community engage-
ment activities while in Copperas 
Cove.

For more information and tick-
ets, contact the Ouachita Athletic 
Department at 870-245-5182 or 
email sharpd@obu.edu. 

Bill Cantrell to retire Nov. 30
LITTLE ROCK – Bill Cantrell, a 

member of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) 
missions ministries 
team who serves as the 
ABSC’s director of di-
saster relief, will retire 
effective Nov. 30, J.D. 

“Sonny” Tucker, ABSC executive 
director, announced.

“We appreciate his ministry to 
the ABSC and his love for disaster 
relief. We will pray for him as he 
enters this next phase of ministry,” 
said Tucker.

Cantrell has served at the ABSC 
since 2000.Cantrell
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of December.

Dec. 1: Paul Spann, OBU Box 3456, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Madagascar. 

Dec. 5: Evan M., OBU Box 3895, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Central Asia. 

Dec. 26: Jeneal Murphy, OBU Box 3610, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Ukraine. 

features Frank Stephens, who was 
born in Lowell and attended First 
Baptist as a child. Stephens, his par-
ents and the producer and director 
attended the screening. For informa-
tion on holding a screening, contact 

Church life
Walnut Street Baptist Church, 

Jonesboro, will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary Dec. 1.

First Baptist Church, Lowell, 

On the move
Greg Stanley is serving as pastor 

of Coronado Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village.

Mike Shipp is serving on the staff 
of Wynne Baptist Church, Wynne, 
as pastor of discipleship and mis-
sions. 

Share your church news with the 
Arkansas Baptist News!

Email abn@arkansasbaptist.org 
or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153

Baptist Holocaust survivor 
shares testimony in Searcy
SEARCY – Ingrid Holleman, 
member of Trinity Baptist Church, 
Searcy, and survivor of the Holo-
caust gave her testimony Nov. 2 at an 
event sponsored by Lazarus Church, 
Searcy, and held at the pavilion at 
Spring Park in Searcy.

Warren Watkins, church planter 
of Lazarus Church, a mission of 
Friendship Baptist Church, Clin-
ton, said that the event was part of a 
series of monthly events, which Laza-
rus Church has been hosting as an 
outreach tool.

“We invited Ingrid Holleman to 
come and give her testimony about 
how the Lord helped her overcome 
the horror of the Holocaust,” he 
said.

“She talked about her faith jour-
ney as a spiritual person and how, 
during the Holocaust, the entire 
focus of her and her family was 
survival. It was later in life that she 
began to explore the existence and 
personality of God and found out 
that the Lord had sent a Savior for 

us and she decided to become a fol-
lower of Christ,” said Watkins.

Holleman shared about how even 
after she became a Christian, she 
still struggled with the memories she 
held from the horrors she witnessed 
as a little girl, he said.

“As a pastor and a counselor, I’ve 
learned that people usually react to 
tragedy in two ways – they either be-
come bitter or they become better. 
She chose to become better,” said 
Watkins. “To hear her tell it, it was 
not an easy road to try to figure out 
how God would fit into a world 
where the Holocaust was allowed to 
happen. … But she came to terms 
with the power of God as opposed 
to the question of why bad things 
happen to good people.”

During the event, Watkins asked 
Holleman, “What would you say 
to someone that thinks they have a 
hard life today?”

Watkins said that Holleman 
responded, “Your life is not hard. 
Wake up and get a life!”

recently hosted a screening of the 
faith-based film “The Senior Prank,” 
which depicts a group of high school 
seniors who nominate a girl with 
Down syndrome for homecoming 
queen – as a senior prank. The movie 

pennysims@fbc-lowell.com.
The Sanctuary Choir of Central 

Baptist Church, Hot Springs, will 
present Christmas cantata “Night 
of the Father’s Love” at 10:30 a.m. 
Dec. 15.

Current-Gaines Baptist Associa-
tion will hold their annual free wild 
game supper for men and boys at 6 
p.m. Dec. 2 at New Hope Baptist 
Church, Pollard. The event will fea-
ture Tony Bolton, nationally known 
speaker, artist and hunter, whose 
passion is to reach outdoorsmen for 
Christ.

200 ATTEND MISSION FAIR  - First Baptist Church, Mena, held a mission fair Nov. 10 as a part 
of its transition process as it seeks a full-time senior pastor. “The mission fair was important to the 
church’s understanding of how they are, or can be, involved in missions. It provided a visual, with 
someone to explain and answer questions so that they could understand better why they pray 
and give,” said Bill Bullington, interim pastor. In all, six ministry areas of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention were represented, as well as the Ouachita Baptist Association and 15 local ministries. 
Photo by Tim Yarbrough

CHILDREN RECITE BOOKS OF BIBLE FOR PASTOR  - The children’s department of Trinity 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith, recited the Books of the Bible for George Crowden on his last Sunday 
as the church’s pastor. He retired on Oct. 27 after serving at the church 14 years.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  - Marie Rigsby and 
Raymond Chandler (above) join with fellow members 
of Dixsonville Baptist Church, Traskwood, a mission of 
First Baptist Church, Benton, to pack boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. Stephanie Ussery (far right), Dixsonville 
member, and Kimee Mason, who attends All Points Church, 
Benton, and is daughter of David Mason, associational mis-
sionary for Central Baptist Association, help pack boxes. 
Dixsonville church members prayed over more than 200 
boxes at their dedication service Nov. 10. 



10   November 28, 2013ARKANSAS

Moore

LITTLE ROCK – Third quarter as-
sets of the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion rose more than $7 million in 
market value, with total assets under 
management in September exceed-
ing $212 million, David Moore, 
Foundation president, told trustees 
Nov. 7.

“The Foundation’s operating 
budget continued strongly in the 
black. Receipts were above expec-
tations during the quarter, and ex-
penses were well under the budgeted 
amounts,” said Moore.

During an executive session, the 
board approved the 2014 budget of 
$1 million and established salaries 
and benefits for the upcoming year. 
Moore said health care costs for em-

ployees were a major point of discus-
sion during the session.

In other business, the Founda-
tion board:

– Established a Matching Gift 
Plan for 2014. Full-time employees 
can submit documentation to have 
gifts to Arkansas Baptist ministries 
matched (up to $2,500 per employ-
ee). Moore said the Matching Gift 
Plan was the suggestion of Bobby 
Thomas, Foundation president-
elect and investment consultant at 
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch. “At 
Merrill Lynch, they have a matching 
program which rewards good behav-
ior,” said Moore. “Of all entities, 
the Foundation should do what it 
can to encourage charitable giving,  

even by its own employees.”
– Heard an investment report 

from David Hardt, investment com-
mittee chairman, and Thomas. They 
reported that returns for the third 
quarter were very strong. The Foun-
dation’s largest fund, the Spending 
Plan Fund, earned 9.18 percent 
in the first nine months of 2013. 
The Foundation’s equity portfolio 
earned 19.11 percent for the same 
nine-month period. All of the 
Foundation’s common funds 
posted positive gains for the 
third quarter.

– Got a preview from 
Moore of new Foundation 
website pages scheduled 
to be launched. The Foun-
dation, through its rela-
tionship with Crescendo  
(a California planned giving 
company), will provide nu-
merous additional estate and 
charitable planning resources on the 
website, including planned giving 
calculators and presentations that 
potential donors and advisors can 
review on their own.   

– Heard an overview of the Foun-
dation’s current insurance policies 
and real estate/oil-and-gas holdings 
from Tim Dockery, Foundation gen-
eral counsel. 

Dockery explained the 2014 in-
surance review process to the board, 
adding he was able to locate better 
coverage for less cost through Broth-
erhood Mutual. Dockery also re-
viewed various properties that had 
been given and sold during the cur-

rent year.
– Elected new officers for 2014. 

They are Jay Shell, chairman; 
Tommy Vaughan, vice chairman, 
and Judy Jones, secretary. 

Shell is a member of West Bap-
tist Church in Batesville and an at-
torney. Vaughan is a tax attorney in 
Little Rock and attends Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. Jones 
is a Little Rock certified public ac-

countant and a mem-
ber at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church 
in Little Rock. Since 
Foundation officers 
operate on a rotating 
basis, two of these offi-
cers will rotate up one 
slot each year.

– Congratulated Dil-
lon McClain, Founda-
tion staff attorney, for 
successfully completing 

the bar exam, and on the birth of 
his first child.

– Recognized staff members 
Diane Sumners and Shelli Johnston 
for completing five years of service at 
the Foundation. 

– Heard a devotional focused on 
estate stewardship from T. O. Spicer, 
northwest Arkansas area representa-
tive for the Foundation.  

– Recognized outgoing board 
member David Hardt of Fort Smith 
for his six years of service. Hardt, a 
member of Eastside Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith, has been serving as 
the investment committee chairman 
for the past two years.

Ark. Baptist Foundation assets rise $7 million in 3Q

$1 million Williams cafeteria expansion underway
WALNUT RIDGE – Construction 
has begun on a $1 million expansion 
and renovation of Williams Baptist 
College’s Mabee-Gwinup Cafeteria. 
The new Billie Harty Dining Room 
is being added to the existing struc-
ture and is expected to double the 
capacity of the student dining area.

The 2,100-square-foot addition is 
being built on the southwest side of 
the cafeteria, where it will adjoin the 
existing Sulcer Dining Room. The 
project will also include extensive 

renovation of the current kitchen 
and serving area. 

When com-
pleted, the facility 
will seat 250.  The 
project is expected 
to cost just under 
$1 million and be 
completed by this 
summer.

The student din-
ing area will be closed during the 
spring semester due to construction. 

In the meantime, students will be 
served in Moody Dining Room, 

which ordinarily 
serves as a banquet 
hall, at the north 
end of the cafeteria 
building.

“The Billie Harty 
Dining Room will 
provide much-need-
ed space for a grow-

ing number of resident students, 
and it will also significantly improve 

the overall student dining experi-
ence at Williams,” said Tom Jones, 
Williams president.

The room is named for Billie 
Harty, late wife of N.B. Harty of 
Dexter, Mo. A gift from N.B. Harty 
is funding a major portion of the 
cafeteria project.

Brackett-Krennerich Architects of 
Jonesboro designed the expansion, 
and Clark General Contractors of 
Walnut Ridge is handling construc-
tion.
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John 13:1-17:26 records the won-
derful teachings of Christ to the 
inner circle of His disciples. In the 
first part of John 13, Jesus assures 
them of His love and shows His love 
by washing the disciples’ feet, and 
He tells them that they should do 
the same to each other. 
Jesus demonstrates the 
servant’s heart and re-
minds them that those 
who receive Him re-
ceive the One who sent 
Him. I love the words, 
“For I have given you 
an example, that you 
also should do just as 
I have done to you” 
(John 13:15). What a 
challenge we have to be 
like Jesus!

There is beautiful 
symbolism in this ac-
count. “Laid aside” (John 13:4) is 
the same word used for laying down 
His life (John 10:11, 15, 17). He lays 
aside His clothes as He lays down 
His life, and He takes His life again 
(John 10:17) to do what He said in 
John 13:1 – “Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father.” Paul describes 
this in his Christological hymn 

(Phil. 2:5-11).
John doesn’t record the agony 

in the Garden of Gethsemane, but 
he does describe the great sorrow 
Jesus experiences as He anticipates 
the cross (John 12:27) and exposes 
the one who will deny Him (John 

13:21,26). After Judas 
goes out into the dark 
of night, Jesus repeats 
in similar words, “Now 
is the Son of man glori-
fied” (John 13:31). It is a 
sad picture of those who 
refuse the Light of the 
World for the darkness 
of unbelief. 

After Judas leaves, 
Jesus gives the disciples 
a “new” commandment 
that they are to love one 
another. Love for one 
another will tell the 

world they belong to Christ. One of 
our greatest needs today is to obey 
this commandment. I have never 
seen a problem in any church that 
couldn’t have been solved if all par-
ties concerned had obeyed this com-
mandment. 

Peter then avows his loyalty to 
Christ but is solemnly reminded 
that he will fail.

Bill Brown
interim pastor

West Side First Baptist
Greers Ferry

My granddaughter was asked 
what she wanted for Christmas. 
She wanted a particular doll. She 
described its hair and eye color. It 
would take a bottle, wet and cry. The 
doll already had a name and a birth 
certificate.

When she was hand-
ed her gift, she was so 
excited. As the gift was 
opened, her excitement 
completely vanished. 
The only words she 
could manage were, “It 
wasn’t the one I want-
ed.”  

I totally understood. 
I’ve had the same experi-
ence many times. I want 
to receive gifts that I 
need or want. I want to 
give gifts that are wanted 
and/or needed. A very 
special gift is the centerpiece of our 
Scripture lesson this week.

Man has a sin problem that he 
cannot solve. Romans 3:23 says, 
“For all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” This sin prob-
lem comes with a penalty: “For the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23a). 
That’s the bad news. The second 
half of this verse has the good news 

– “But the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23b).

The Apostle Paul uses the word 
“freely” in Romans 3:24. This is a 
Greek word that literally means “as a 
gift.” It is the same as our contempo-

rary understanding. A 
gift is something that is 
given freely, unearned 
and unmerited by the 
recipient. He continues 
in verse 24 and says, 
“Freely by His grace.” 
The word “grace” is the 
same Greek word in 
Romans 6:23 for “gift.”

The words “freely” 
and “graciously” de-
scribe the “redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:24). The word 
“redemption” means 

“to be release from a penalty and 
delivered.” The only way to be freed 
from the penalty of sin is to receive 
God’s gracious gift of redemption.

This is a gift that cannot be given 
by man or received from man. God’s 
gracious gift of eternal life can only 
be received by trusting in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. Receive 
this exciting gift!

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist 
Conway

John 14 is a favorite chapter of 
many. Jesus answers all the ques-
tions addressed to Him by the dis-
ciples, and ultimately, He answers all 
of our questions. After He tells Peter 
that he will fail, He looks at the dis-
traught disciple, and at 
us, and promises com-
fort, a “place” in the 
Father’s house, receiv-
ing us to Himself and 
the only way to get to 
heaven (John 14:1-6).

Jesus then attempts 
to reinforce His teach-
ings to them about 
His relationship with 
the Father. Philip is 
corrected for not un-
derstanding the union 
and oneness of the Fa-
ther and the Son and 
for his request to see the Father. The 
disciples should have known by the 
miracles and words of Jesus that He 
was the Son of God. Their blind-
ness is a sad reflection on our fallen 
human nature and our inability to 
understand spiritual truth.

After giving them the astonishing 
promise to intercede for them to the 
Father and reminding them that if 
they love Him, they will keep His 

commandments, Jesus introduces 
more explicit teachings about the 
Holy Spirit. Little had been said up 
to this point about the Spirit. Only 
in His private conversation with Ni-
codemus (John 3:5-8) and His refer-

ence to the coming Pen-
tecost (John 7:39) had 
anything been said about 
the Holy Spirit.

The thrust of His 
teachings about the 
Holy Spirit are summa-
rized in the words “an-
other Comforter” (John 
14:16). Jesus could stand 
along beside His disci-
ples, but He couldn’t be 
everywhere at the same 
time. But now, the other 
Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit, would be with 

them, be in them, teach them, bring 
all things to their remembrance and 
show them things to come. More-
over, He will dwell in every believer 
forever (Rom. 8:9).

Knowing that His time is near, 
Jesus gives His disciples a beautiful 
benediction of His peace, a peace 
that passes all understanding and is 
more than a match for the troubles 
of this world.

As a pastor, therapist and chap-
lain, I have seen many acts of love. 
Family members give organs, blood 
and bone marrow to help save their 
loved ones. Total strangers have 
done the same for those in need. 
I have ministered to 
and worked with some 
amazing people who 
have risked their lives 
for others. Children at 
our church are showing 
acts of love by filling 
shoe boxes with Christ-
mas gifts for children 
they will never meet.   

I have met and minis-
tered to some whose ac-
tions are far from acts of 
love. I have ministered 
to petty thieves, arson-
ists, murderers and oth-
ers with deviant behaviors. I have 
prayed and ministered to many of 
their victims and their families. To 
show acts of love to these individuals 
is more of a challenge.  

The Apostle Paul reminds us that 
God’s love is shown to all of man-
kind in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 5:8 says, “But God dem-
onstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.”
Christ didn’t come to die for us 

because we were good or righteous. 
We deserved God’s wrath and judg-
ment because we were sinners and 
enemies of God (Rom. 5:8, 10).

Paul says it is unlikely 
that anyone would die 
for a righteous man 
(Rom. 5:7). The Greek 
words for a “righteous 
man” indicate a just 
man, upright and re-
spected by those in the 
community. If it is un-
likely anyone would die 
for a righteous man, it 
is very doubtful anyone 
would die for a sinner.

Yet, Christ died for 
us while we were sin-
ners. Why did He do 

this? Because we did not have the 
strength nor the ability to save our-
selves (Rom. 5:6). 

As sinners, we needed to be 
reconciled to God. It is through 
Christ’s death on the cross that 
man can be reconciled to God. The 
cross was a clear and amazing dem-
onstration of God’s love for us. This 
is a love we cannot give but must 
receive!

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

Bill Brown
interim pastor

West Side First Baptist
Greers Ferry

The gift you can’t give yourself
ROMANS 3:21-28

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Serve humbly
JOHN 13:1-38

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Believe exclusively
JOHN 14:1-31 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

A love you can experience
ROMANS 5:6-11, 18-21

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
DECEMBER 15, 2013

DECEMBER 8, 2013



Volume 112  Number 24   November 28, 2013

PAGE  2

Arkansas event calls for 
America's return to God

Renewal Project
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Conway church 'stands 
in the Gap' 135 years

Pickles Gap

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.

GSFest
Pam Cummings and Lauren Farabough 
stand in line for the Ferris wheel Oct. 25 
at GSFest, an annual fall carnival held by 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, as an alternative to trick or treating. 
Branton Prather (inset) enjoys a ride at the 
event.
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ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
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