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ABSC president grows 
northeast Ark. church
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

JONESBORO – In a state 
like Arkansas, being called 
“country” can be a compli-
ment.

Just ask Archie Mason, se-
nior pastor of Central Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro, and 
president of the 
Arkansas Bap-
tist State Con-
vention (ABSC). While he 
has served in vocational min-
istry for nearly two decades, 
Mason worked in agriculture 
business for years prior to ac-
cepting a call to preach. 

Mason, who is finishing 
his first term as ABSC presi-
dent, will preside over the 
convention’s annual meeting 
Oct. 28-29 in Texarkana.

The Arkansas native is 
proud of where he came 
from and the work ethic and 
skills he learned growing up 
in rural Arkansas and work-
ing on the farm. He feels they 

help him to relate to the wide 
variety of individuals who at-
tend his church.

“I baptized a guy on Sun-
day morning in the 8 o’clock 
service. He came to Christ 10 
years ago and had been com-
ing to Central for six months. 
I said, ‘What got you here?’ 
He said, ‘Well, the first day I 

came in, you met 
me and shook 
my hand.’

“And he said, ‘But also, 
you’re country. … You know, 
how you talk about your dog 
and all that, that just resonates 
with me,’” said Mason.

Mason grew up in Biscoe 
(Fredonia), a small community 
on Interstate 40 between Brin-
kley and Little Rock, in a farm-
ing family. His father worked 
as a United States Department 
of Agriculture grain inspector. 

The Mason family attended 
Biscoe First Baptist Church 
in Fredonia. His parents Archie Mason, senior pastor of Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, and president of 

the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, stands in front of Central Baptist’s Central 
campus. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Fayetteville to 
vote on gender 
ordinance
FAYETTEVILLE – A contro-
versial ordinance protecting 
gender identity and sexual or-
dination approved in August 
by the Fayetteville City Coun-
cil will be put to a vote Jan. 13. 

A petition started shortly 
after the council approved 
the law garnered the needed 
4,095 names – or 15 percent 
of residents who cast ballots 
in the last mayoral election – 
in late September, according 
to published reports. Fayette-
ville City Clerk Sondra Smith 
certified the signatures Sept. 
26. A group called Repeal 119 
turned in 802 petitions with 
5,714 signatures Sept. 20.

By a vote of 6-2, Fayetteville 
became the first Arkansas city 
to approve a controversial or-
dinance (Ordinance No. 5703, 
Chapter 119 of the Fayetteville 
Code) protecting gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation 
Tuesday, Aug. 19. As a part 
of the decision, the council

1,800 serve during Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

EL DORADO – More than 
1,800 people served during 
the  2014 Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip Oct. 4 in El Do-
rado and surrounding areas in 
Liberty Baptist Association – 
and when the day ended, 63 
salvations were reported.

More than 160 Arkansas 
churches and two dozen as-
sociations, along with several 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
groups, participated in the 

event, which was sponsored 
by the Arkansas Baptist State 
C o n v e n t i o n 
(ABSC) and Lib-
erty Baptist Asso-
ciation. In addi-
tion to Arkansas, 
volunteers came 
from Florida, 
Missouri, Okla-
homa, Tennessee 
and Louisiana. 

After prayer, 
worship and 
words of encouragement at the 
kick-off gathering that morn-

ing, the missionaries dispersed 
to more than 130 ministry 

sites.
Ministry sites 

took numerous 
forms, includ-
ing home repair, 
cowboy events, 
medical clinics, 
fishing derbies, 
sports camps, 
nursing home 
visits, prayer 
walking, block 

parties and more.
More than 4,000 volunteers 

and community members were 
fed throughout the course of 
the day, and 175 patients were 
seen at the medical and dental 
clinics – the largest number 
seen at any Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip. 

Breck Freeman, ABSC mis-
sions team member, called it a 
“great day in the life of ABSC 
churches across the state.”

“Many lives were changed 

and (there was) a great servant 
spirit among all the people 
throughout the entire day,” he 
said.

Robert Fitts, member of 
Trinity Baptist Church, Searcy, 
served at a block party loca-
tion.

“I want to serve by bringing 
people to Christ. You want to 
be the tool, the instrument 
that the Lord uses for salva-
tions,” he said.

He noted how block parties 
act as a ministry.

“The block party is one of 
the easiest things you can do to 
be successful in simply show-
ing people that you love them, 
that you care, that you want to 
reach out to them. And doing 
that, it just magnifies what 
Matthew 28 tells us to do,” he 
said.

Seth Tucker, student pastor 
at Bear Creek Springs Baptist 

See ONE DAY page 10

FBC, Hot Springs, 
addresses space 
issues, sees growth
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HOT SPRINGS – Mem-
bers and staff of First Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs, 
were recently faced with a 
problem: They didn’t have 
enough Sunday school 
space. But what stands out 
is how they chose to address 
the problem and the results 
they have seen.

Danny Bryson, minister 
of education and outreach 
at First Baptist Church, 
described the situation in 
which they found them-
selves. The church’s worship 
attendance was continuing 
to grow, and yet – while 
their Sunday school was 
reaching new people and 
growing slowly – overall it 

See HOT SPRINGS page 10

See ORDINANCE page 11See MASON page 6
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Dance to help LifeWay become ‘best friend to pastors’
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Arkansas Pastor Mark Dance 
has joined the staff of LifeWay 
Christian Resources to lead 
efforts in building closer rela-
tionships with pastors in the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC).

Dance, former senior pas-
tor of Second Baptist Church, 
Conway, since 2001, officially 
started Oct. 1 as LifeWay’s as-
sociate vice president for pasto-
ral leadership.

Thom S. Rainer, Life-
Way’s president and CEO, 
said Dance will develop and 
strengthen LifeWay’s relation-
ships with SBC pastors and 
staff, as well as denomination-

al entities, state conventions 
and associations.

“I love pastors,” Rainer 
said. “One of my prayers when 
I was called to this 
position was that the 
Lord would allow 
LifeWay to be a best 
friend to pastors and 
staff. And one of my 
ongoing goals is that 
LifeWay would pro-
vide the resources 
our pastors need to 
lead their churches 
to reach people and 
make disciples. Calling Mark 
Dance is the next step toward 
that dream.”

Rainer added, “Mark has 

experienced the challenges pas-
tors face, and after eight years 
as a trustee, he knows LifeWay 
well enough to coordinate 

pastoral resources 
from across all our 
divisions. I’ve asked 
Mark to launch what-
ever initiatives we 
need to intentionally 
connect us with the 
needs of pastors and 
their staffs,” he said.

Dance said he is 
humbled and excited 
about the new min-

istry but will miss his church.
“I love our church family 

tremendously and am thank-
ful for God’s hand of favor 

on Second Baptist Church. 
Maybe that is why He has cho-
sen this time to reassign me 
to another ministry,” Dance 
explained. “Second has been 
wonderfully supportive and 
loving, and fortunately sees 
this more as sharing their pas-
tor than losing their pastor.

“My original calling to the 
ministry is being both nar-
rowed and broadened,” he 
said. “Narrowed from pastor-
ing members to pastoring 
pastors. Broadened from pas-
toring locally to pastoring na-
tionally and even some inter-
nationally through LifeWay’s 
extensive ministries and part-
nerships.”

Dance

Christ shared at BBB
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

FAYETTEVILLE – Rick 
“Tater” Scott admits he looks 
more like a “nasty biker” – 
“full-sleeved” tattoos, shaved 
head and long, white beard – 
than a preacher. But he took  
four days’ vacation from his 
job as an environmental health 
and safety manager to evange-
lize fellow motorcycle enthusi-
asts at one of the largest biker 
rallies in the nation, the 15th 
annual Bikes, Blues and Barbe-
cue (BBB) in Fayetteville. 

Scott wasn’t the only evan-
gelist at the event.

Five Southern Baptist 
churches – The Awakening 
Church, Fayetteville; Universi-
ty Baptist Church, Fayetteville; 
First Baptist Church, West 
Fork; Cross Church, Fayette-
ville, and First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville – shared Christ at 
what was their largest local 
outreach event of the year. 

David Alderson, pastor of 
The Awakening Church, said 
that for the past two years the 
church had a Dickson Street 
booth.

“This year our booth is ev-
erywhere; we’re putting our 
feet to the street,” said Scott, 
president of the church’s mo-
torcycle ministry, THE TRIBE. 
“This is a record crowd. Peo-
ple just come up and talk to 
me. The Lord prepares their 
hearts. It’s pretty awesome.”

 Scott said he never keeps 
a record of how many he’s led 
to Christ. 

Ryan Martin, associate pas-
tor of missions for Univer-
sity Baptist Church, said his 

church’s 150-volunteer team 
sponsored a twofold biker out-
reach: food and parking.

“Obviously, with 300,000 
bikers here, parking is defi-
nitely a premium,” said Bobby 
Sherron, a biker from Jackson-
ville. “The churches in this 
area have been super with al-
lowing us to use their parking 
lot. It’s almost indescribable 
the impact they make. This 
could not be done without 
them.”

Additionally, University 
Baptist Church served a two-
day free cookout for 300 peo-
ple. 

“Throughout each of these 
opportunities, we look to de-
clare, demonstrate and dis-
play the gospel to those who 
are coming to our city for this 
rally,” said Martin.

Volunteers from First Bap-
tist Church in West Fork set 
up a tent in front of their 
youth building off Highway 71 
and offered free water, snacks, 
Gatorade and Wi-Fi access, 
said Heath Clower, pastor. 
They had tracts and 300 Bibles 
to give away, too. 

“When you have a large 
group like this, you need to 
take the opportunity to try to 
reach those that don’t know 
Jesus,” he said. “We’re right 
here when they pass by, so we 
want to reach them for Christ 
as they go. “ 

Cross Church, Fayetteville, 
set up two sites: an evangelism 
booth off Dickson and a new 
venue called Kid Zone at the 
Arvest Ballpark in Springdale. 
Children enjoyed jumping on 
four inflatables as teenagers 
and parents watched the Ra-

zorback game on a 46-inch flat 
screen. Out of 80 people who 
registered, 20 asked for more 
information about the church, 
said Richard Cox, minister of 
missions.

A man who said he just 
got out of jail listened to a 
3-minute testimony given by 
a FAITH Rider at the Cross 
Church booth and accepted 
Christ. 

“I just prayed,” said Jerry 
Webb, 40, smiling. “I’m happy, 
and I’ve found a new church. 
I’m hanging around with the 
wrong people; I’m looking for 
a new start.” 

“We shared a personal testi-
mony this year with 1,017 peo-
ple,” said Jeff Hairston, who 
founded the first FAITH Rid-
ers Arkansas chapter. “Seventy-
four accepted Christ.”

First Baptist, Fayetteville, 
continued its 11th annual 
Christian presence among bik-
ers this year, sponsoring a free 
breakfast and bike wash. The 
church presented the gospel 
about two dozen times, said 

Lance Brewer, minister of 
adults. One person received 
Christ and one person rededi-
cated his life. 

The first BBB ministry 
began in 2004 at First Baptist, 
Fayetteville, because of its close 
proximity to Dickson Street, 
said one of it’s founders, Larry 
Pipkin, who is pastor of Horse 
Shoe Lake Baptist Church in 
Horse Shoe Lake and a Chris-
tian Motorcycle Association 
member. 

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention office sent Pipkin  
to Sturgis, S.D., to see how 
churches minister at a big mo-
torcycle rally. 

“We close our doors and 
don’t have church for two 
weeks,” a pastor there told Pip-
kin. “We do nothing.”

“Christians are to take a 
firm stand and be witnesses,” 
Pipkin told the pastor. “It ain’t 
like we’ve got a choice, you 
know.” 

 Lisa Falknor is the northwest 
Arkansas regional correspondent 
for the Arkansas Baptist News. 

Ordained Baptist minister and member of the Christian Motorcycle Association Larry 
Pipkin (left) prays for a biker Sept. 27 in Fayetteville. View more photos online at 
arkansasbaptist.org/bbb14.

Ky. church mourns loss 
of entire church family
PADUCAH, Ky. (BP) –
The funeral of a youth pas-
tor, his wife and two teen-
age sons was “the hardest 
thing I have ever done as 
the pastor of this church,” 
Justin Mason of Rose-
bower Baptist Church in 
Paducah, Ky., said Oct. 
8. Michael Cruce, a Ken-
tucky youth pastor, and 
his wife Monica and sons 
Joshua, 17, and Caleb, 
14, were killed Oct. 3 in 
a six-car pileup near Nash-
ville while traveling. “The 
church and the youth 
group are standing on 
their faith,” Mason said 
prior to the funeral. “This 
is what Mike and Monica 
had taught them.” 

High court refuses to
hear gay marriage cases 
WASHINGTON (BP) –
Same-sex marriage is on 
the verge of becoming 
a legal reality in 60 per-
cent of America’s states. 
The U.S. Supreme Court 
paved the way Oct. 6 for 
marriages between people 
of the same sex to be le-
gally recognized in 11 ad-
ditional states. When that 
seemingly assured expan-
sion takes effect, gay mar-
riage will be legal in 30 
states and the District of 
Columbia. The Supreme 
Court’s refusal to accept 
the cases leaves open the 
question of the consti-
tutionality of same-sex 
marriage nationally, but 
it appears highly unlikely 
the current court would 
invalidate homosexual 
unions. 

Cooperative Program 
ends fiscal year down 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– The Southern Baptist 
Convention ended its 
fiscal year 0.76 percent 
below last year’s contribu-
tions and missed its Co-
operative Program alloca-
tion budgeted projection 
of $191.5 million by 2.58 
percent.
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Ouachita unveils new initiatives 
to enhance tuition a� ordability
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita 
Baptist University trustees 
recently endorsed two major 
initiatives to limit long-term 
higher education costs for in-
coming freshmen. 

Called the Loan Affordabil-
ity Pledge, the plan is the first 
of its kind among any college 
or university in Arkansas, ac-
cording to the university. It is 
being coupled with the new 
Finish in 4 Guarantee, which 
specifies that students who 
meet certain criteria will ei-
ther complete their 
Ouachita degrees in 
eight semesters or 
have their tuition 
costs waived for any 
additional semesters.

“We are pleased 
to offer these two in-
novative financial assistance 
programs for the benefit of 
our students and future gradu-
ates,” said Ouachita President 
Rex Horne. “These programs 
enable students to obtain an 
exceptional education at an 
even more affordable rate.

“Ouachita strongly focuses 
on the student’s best interest 
while they study here and as 
they establish themselves upon 
graduation,” Horne added. 
“We encourage families to 
discover what national rank-
ings have found. This private 
Christian university is a most 
affordable investment.”

Ouachita’s Loan Afford-

ability Pledge is being offered 
in partnership with the non-
profit Loan Repayment As-
sistance Program Association. 
The pledge will be available to 
all incoming freshmen begin-
ning in fall 2015. It provides 
financial assistance to students 
and parents, helping with the 
repayment of federal student 
loans, private alternative stu-
dent loans and Parent PLUS 
loans if graduates’ salaries do 
not meet specified income 
levels.

The Loan Afford-
ability Pledge will be 
provided at no cost 
to students or their 
families. The loan 
assistance will con-
tinue until the grad-
uate’s income rises 

to a specified level or until the 
loans are paid off.

Upon enrollment at 
Ouachita, students will receive 
a Loan Affordability Pledge 
offer letter from the univer-
sity, detailing the specific in-
come levels that determine 
how much assistance they will 
be eligible to receive following 
graduation.

While Ouachita students, 
on average, graduate with less 
student debt, Keldon Henley, 
Ouachita vice president for in-
stitutional advancement, said 
Ouachita is seeking to further 
enhance the university’s af-
fordability.

Miller to be nominated at Pastors’ Conf.
TOMMY MILLER, pastor of 
Union Valley Baptist Church 
in Beebe, is expected to be 
nominated for president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Pastors’ 
Conference Oct. 27 
in Texarkana.

Matt Pryor, pas-
tor of First Baptist 
Church, Manila, 
made the announce-
ment Oct. 7, saying 
that he plans to 
nominate Miller to 
the post.

“I will be nomi-
nating my friend 
and fellow pastor, 
Tommy Miller, for president 
of the 2015 Pastors’ Confer-
ence,” said Pryor in a state-
ment to the Arkansas Baptist 
News. 

“God has been using 
Tommy to lead Union Valley 

Baptist Church in Beebe for 
many years. Tommy is an ex-
cellent pastor and will prove 
to be a wonderful leader for 
next year’s Pastors’ Confer-
ence. I pray you will support 

him.”
The Pastors’ 

Conference meets 
Oct. 27, immedi-
ately prior to the an-
nual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
Oct. 28-29. Both 
events are being 
held at Trinity Bap-
tist Church, 3115 
Trinity Blvd., Tex-

arkana. If elected, Miller will 
serve as president of the 2015 
ABSC Pastors’ Conference 
Nov. 2 at Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs.

Miller has been pastor of 
Union Valley since 1987.

SEE YOU AT THE POLE – Students (above) gather around the flagpoles at 
Paragould High School Sept. 24 as part of See You at the Pole (SYATP), an event 
in which students from around the world gather before school to pray and wor-
ship around their schools’ flagpoles. Parents and students (below) gather in a 
circle and pray at Springhill Elementary School in Bryant. For more images from 
SYATP events across Arkansas, visit the See You at the Pole 2014 photo gallery at 
arkansasbaptist.org/syatp14.

Ark. Baptist volunteers needed
ARKANSAS Baptist Build-
ers (ABB), a ministry of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC), is in need of 
teams from Arkansas Baptist 
churches to assist with rebuild-
ing efforts in Vilonia.

ABB has numerous rebuild-
ing projects in the area due to 
the storms that swept through 
earlier this year.

Jackie James, director of op-
erations for Arkansas Baptist 
Builders, said teams of five to 
10 are needed for both small 
and large projects. Projects in-
clude roofing, siding, framing, 
window and door installation, 
plumbing, electrical work, 
Sheetrock hanging and finish-
ing, painting and trim work 
and general repairs on small 
projects.

In general, while experi-
ence is good, it is not neces-
sary, James said, noting they 

will have an ABB coordinator 
at each work site. However, 
volunteers with specialized 
skills are needed for roofing, 
framing, electrical work and 
plumbing.

The amount of time vol-
unteered can vary. Teams are 
welcome to volunteer for a day 
or for an entire week. Housing 
and meals will be provided. 

“It seems that right after a 
disaster, people come to the 
aid of those affected to help 
clean up, and this is good, but 
what about after the cleanup is 
done and those affected have 
no home and nowhere to go? 
This is where the volunteer 
ministry of Arkansas Baptist 
Builders comes into play,” said 
James. 

“We need you to finish 
what you started and volun-
teer to help rebuild these lives, 
families and homes.”

Miller

Ebola kills six members
of Tenn. Baptist family
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– A Southern Baptist who 
emigrated from Liberia 
has lost six family mem-
bers to the West African 
Ebola outbreak. Medica-
tion, food and prayer, she 
said, are most needed to 
stem the epidemic. The 
district of Kailahun, an 
Ebola epicenter in eastern 
Sierra Leone bordering 
Guinea, was put under 
quarantine at the begin-
ning of August. In Kaila-
hun, only four in 10 Ebola 
sufferers recover from the 
lethal disease. An aunt, 
uncle and four adult cous-
ins of 55-year-old Juanita 
Logan, a longtime member 
of First Baptist Church in 
Nashville, died in mid-
August from the disease. 
The six family members all 
lived in the same Liberian 
household.

SBC pastor salaries
not keeping pace
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – Compensation for 
full-time Southern Bap-
tist pastors has not kept 
pace with inflation over 
the past two years, while 
salaries for other full-time 
ministers and office staff 
increased at a rate higher 
than national inflation.
The findings are part of 
the 2014 Southern Baptist 
Convention Compensa-
tion Study, an in-depth 
survey of 12,907 staff 
members in Southern 
Baptist churches. 

Recent grad apparent 
murder victim in Chile 
GEORGETOWN, Ky. 
(BP) – Memorial services 
for Erica Faith Hagan, 
who was apparently mur-
dered Sept. 6 while serv-
ing as a teaching assis-
tant at a Baptist school 
in Chile, were held Sept. 
27 at two Kentucky Bap-
tist churches. Hagan, 22, 
was killed in the southern 
Chilean city of Temuco. 
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ed pages will retain the four-column 
format.

One of the most exciting changes 
is that we now publish an all-color 
newspaper on higher quality news-

print. After all, the 
world you and I 
experience every 
day is in full color, 
so why shouldn’t 
your newspaper be 
as well?

You will also no-
tice the newspaper 
came to you in a 
slightly different 

form this time, as the front page of 
the ABN is now folded outward, like 
most other newspapers.

The vertical length of the newspa-
per was shortened a bit to allow our 
newspaper to fit onto a more standard 
four-color press.

We are not finished with changes, 
and we will continue to improve the 
look and feel of the newspaper in the 

A s you may have noticed, we are 
introducing a lot of changes with 

this edition of the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN). 

The newspaper has a new size, is now 
printed on higher 
quality paper and is 
all color.

Changes to 
your state Baptist 
newspaper have 
come as a result of 
a number of your 
suggestions and 
careful thought by 
the ABN staff.

The type size of the font we use for 
news stories is the same, but the way 
in which we present news and feature 
stories is changing somewhat. The use 
of a five-column layout style will allow 
us to publish more stories and shorter 
stories on a page, as opposed to our 
previous four-column format.

Some pages, like the editorial page 
you are now reading and other select-

Many changes in new look

Volume 113, Number 21 
USPS08021

Member of the Association 
of State Baptist Publications

and
Arkansas Press Association

Alcohol initiative can and should be defeated
A rkansas voters will decide the 

fate of the Arkansas Alcoholic 
Beverage Amendment (AABA) this 
November. If approved, it will make 
the entire state “wet.” All local op-
tion election laws will be repealed, 
effectively barring residents of any 
county from making all or part of 
their county 
“dry.” 

The AABA is 
a simple issue. 
The key ques-
tion is: Do vot-
ers – whether 
living in wet or 
dry counties, 
whether drink-
ers or teetotalers – want to retain 
the principle of local control?

The AABA is not about giving Ar-
kansans more choice, it’s not about 
increasing tax revenue and it’s not 
about creating jobs and economic 
development. It is about taking the 

vote away from residents in dry coun-
ties in order to line the pockets of alco-
hol merchants. 

Arkansans don’t need the AABA in 
order to decide the issue of alcohol in 
their respective counties. For six de-
cades or longer, they have had the abil-
ity to do that pursuant to the state’s 

local option election 
laws. 

The AABA would 
take away that fea-
ture of local control. 
Voters in populous, 
already wet counties 
would be able to im-
pose their will on resi-
dents of less populous 

and dry counties. 
In any local option election, some 

residents of the county holding the 
election will be unhappy with the 
results. However, at least they would 
have the satisfaction of knowing it was 
their neighbors who made the deci-

sion. The AABA would destroy that 
local control.

The argument in favor of retaining 
local control is one that any open-
minded person can find persuasive. 
Let each county’s residents continue to 
decide the sale of alcoholic beverages 
in their county. “If it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it!” 

The major components of a success-
ful strategy to defeat the AABA are ob-
vious, not difficult and won’t require 
an inordinate amount of time or large 
outlay of funds. However, it will take 
a comprehensive effort on the part of 
our grass roots network of churches 
and church members. 

Any successful campaign has three 
major components – and if pursued 
aggressively while seeking God’s guid-
ance and blessings – a great victory can 
be achieved.

Voter registration – The deadline to 
register to vote is just days away. I trust 
that our churches have led strong voter 

registration drives.
Voter education – Our folks must 

be given good information to make 
the right choice. As it relates to the 
AABA, it is imperative to emphasize 
the importance of retaining the valu-
able principle of local control. Also, 
the depth of the problems caused by 
alcohol should be shared.    

Voter turnout – It means noth-
ing if our people don’t get to the 
polls and actually vote. It is critical 
that we do all we can to encourage a 
strong and effective turnout for the 
election.

Please help in any way or ways 
that you can. Together, I believe we 
can prevail. And above all else, let’s 
not forget the prominent role prayer 
should and must play in this and 
every other cause for which we work 
in an effort to create a righteous 
culture.

Larry Page is executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

months to come as we strive to make 
the ABN the best state Baptist newspa-
per not only in Arkansas, but through-
out Southern Baptist life.

Let us know what you think, and as 
always, send us your suggestions.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.
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A better way to support ministry

Because ‘Every One Matters’

LETTER

A case for the King James Version

I would like to respond to Dr. 
Gore’s well-written article (“Baptists 
Ask” column: “Why do some Baptists 
only use the King James Bible transla-
tion,” Page 5) in the Oct. 2 Arkansas 
Baptist News.

There are some substantial argu-
ments for usage of the King James 
Bible.

There are philosophical argu-
ments. Would God not protect and 
superintend the transmission of the 
original text?

There are logical arguments. 
Perhaps the reason that some manu-
scripts or fragments on which modern 
versions are based are in 
good shape is that they 
were used very little. 
They were used very 
little because they were 
deemed inaccurate by early Chris-
tians.

There are textual arguments. These 
relate primarily to the New Testa-
ment. The traditional text of the New 
Testament is represented by the Re-
ceived Text. It is far more representa-

tive of the type of Greek used in New 
Testament times. For example, Greek 
in the first century used a moveable 

“nu” – this is similar to our “n.” 
It is a spelling variant. Its usage 
in the Received Text is propor-
tionally similar to that found in 
New Testament times. While this 

variation has no effect on meaning, it 
would seem to indicate the meticulous 
degree to which the text was very care-
fully and accurately transmitted.

Bill Chambers
Newport 

Family Matters
Discover your PLACE

G  od called me into ministry 
while in college. I tried to imi-

tate my mentors but soon discov-
ered that I must minister through 
the unique way God had created 
me. Aubrey Malphurs, author and 
Dallas Theological 
Seminary professor, 
says, “Who you are 
is as important as 
what you do. Design 
for ministry pre-
cedes direction for 
ministry. The key to 
determining what 
you can do in the Body of Christ 
is discovering who you are – your 
ministry identity in Christ.”

After seminary, I began served 
as a campus minister where I 
equipped freshmen to discover 
their PLACE in their major and 
to discern a place of service. How 
well do you know your PLACE?

P is for personality discovery 
(Psa. 139). Understanding your 
personality and that of others can 
enable you to serve based on per-
sonality strengths. 

L is for learning about spiritual 
gifts (Eph. 4:11-16). If you are a 
believer, then you have at least one 
spiritual gift where God wants you 
to build up the Body of Christ and 
further His kingdom. 

A is for ability awareness (Ex. 
28:3). I do not have musical abili-
ties whatsoever, so I never sign up 
to sing a solo in church, nor does 
anyone ever ask. I have abilities in 
researching, evaluating and plan-
ning that I utilize in ministry.

C is for connecting passion with 
ministry (Psa. 37:4). I am passion-
ate about discipleship and especial-
ly helping parents learn to disciple 
their children at home, which 
leads me to spend much time prac-
ticing this in my own home and in 
churches equipping parents.

E is for experiences of life (Phil. 
1:12). My past discipleship experi-
ences shape my opportunities to 
advance the gospel. God never 
wastes any of our past experiences. 

 I have guided my teenagers 
through a PLACE discipleship 
process to help them discover di-
rection for their future and discern 
their place of service in church. 
Not only does it help them, but 
it also helps my wife and I under-
stand how God has designed each 
child so that we can train them 
in the way they should go to fur-
ther His kingdom. Discover your 
PLACE at placeministries.org.

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

A s Peter said in 2 Peter 1:12, “Therefore, I will always 
be ready to remind you of these things, even though 

you already know them,” so I am 
reminding all of us of something 
that we already know: We are better 
together as Arkansas Baptists than 
we are apart. 

This is the beauty of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
and the Cooperative Program. We 
cooperate together; we pool our re-
sources, abilities and spiritual gifts to 
make a greater kingdom 
impact. Why? Because 
“Every One Matters”! 
Regardless of skin color or 
ethnic background, regard-
less of whether someone is 
a small boy or girl, student, 
college student or adult, as 
Arkansas Baptists we care 
about the souls of people. 
Therefore, I invite you to 
join me in Texarkana at 
Trinity Baptist Church on 

Monday, Oct. 27, for the ABSC Pastors’ Conference and 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, Oct. 28-29, for the ABSC 

Annual Meeting, for a time of renewal and 
refreshment. 

This is the hub event of the year for us as 
Arkansas Baptists. It will be a time of music, 
prayer, preaching and fellowship. You will Be 
Encouraged! (the 2014 ABSC Pastors’ Con-
ference theme) if you show up. Remember, 
we are better together than we are apart. We 
need God to bring revival to our churches 

and a great awakening to our nation. 
We need to get on our knees and 
pray for God to stir our hearts – be-
cause everyone matters. 

We live in a nation of great lost-
ness and wickedness. Therefore, 
please make every effort to be pres-
ent for the Pastors’ Conference and 
the ABSC Annual Meeting Oct. 
27-29. I will see you there!

Archie Mason is president of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
and senior pastor of Central Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro.

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason

In our work at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation, we 
regularly assume the mail responsibilities for some of 

our donors. A stroke, Alzheimer’s disease or some other 
such malady leaves the donor unable to manage mail and 
other matters. It is amazing how many appeals some of 
these individuals receive from various 
charities.

Normally, the donor has made a 
contribution – often a very small one 
– to a nationally known charity. That 
charity then sells their name and ad-
dress to other charities, and thus the 
cycle of mail begins. Each appeal is 
heartwarming and seeks to elicit the 
support of the reader. Of course, the 
reason that so many appeals are sent 
to senior adults is that the system 
works. I am thinking of a lady who lives at the poverty level 
but tries to send $5 to as many of these charities as she can.

Several years ago in our annual family meeting, my wife 
expressed a concern that God had laid on her heart that 
year. It was an unusual issue, but it caused us to research 
various ministries involved with that particular problem. 
We found a reputable ministry and gave a one-time gift of 
a $100 to that work.

Since that time, we have received multipage, full-color 

booklets at least monthly. Each mailing must cost the 
ministry at least $4 or $5. Our one-time gift has obviously 
been used to try to gather more contributions from us. 
The money we gave was used up in the first few months 
through their fundraising efforts! From our perspective, 

our money was not spent for the ministry 
that we wanted to support.

One of the reasons that I am delighted 
to be a Southern Baptist is that my family 
and my church are not bombarded by every 
ministry’s fundraising efforts. Our mailbox 
would be overflowing if every missionary, 
church planter, evangelist, seminary student 
and other such individuals, as well as the 
various ministries, were appealing to us di-
rectly for money. Thankfully, through one 
gift at our church, we participate in minis-

tries all over the world through the Cooperative Program.
The Cooperative Program has often been called the 

“genius of Southern Baptist work” because it provides an 
incredible infrastructure to support ministries in our state 
and around the world. I was just thinking of how much 
money has been used for ministry rather than being used 
for direct mail promotions. That thought makes me smile, 
with a sense of joy, that I am a Southern Baptist.

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

FINANCIAL

 TIMES 

David Moore

We need to get on our knees and 
pray for God to stir our hearts – be-
cause everyone matters. 

ness and wickedness. Therefore, 
please make every effort to be pres-
ent for the Pastors’ Conference and 
the ABSC Annual Meeting Oct. 
27-29. I will see you there!

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
and senior pastor of Central Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro.
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14 saved at Centennial Baptist Assoc. Celebrate Christ Mission Day
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

STUTTGART, Almyra and 
Hagler were a sea of yellow 
shirts Sept. 27 as 200 volun-
teers from Centennial Baptist 
Association took part in the 
association’s second annual 
Celebrate Christ Mission Day.

Mission Day volunteers 
were split into multiple groups 
and participated in a range of 
outreach activities, including 
visiting nursing homes, assist-
ing in laundry mats, mowing 
lawns, doing construction and 
home repair, painting homes, 
holding block parties and 
doing door to door evange-
lism.

Block parties were held 
at John Cain and John Bry-
ant parks in Stuttgart and at 
First Baptist Church, Almy-
ra. Free food, face painting, 
bounce houses, games, crafts, 
Bible stories and music were 
provided at each location. 

The Preservation Theory 
band provided live music at  
John Cain Park.

Jeremy Prine, minister of 
music and youth at Southside 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart, vol-
unteered at the Bryant Park 
block party.

“Our block party at Bryant 
Park went better than any of 
us could have ever planned. 
We had just under 200 people 
from around the neighbor-
hood come out for free food, 
music, face painting, games 
and even crafts,” said Prine. 
“This is our second year to 
have this event. … It has prov-
en to be an awesome way to 
build a relationship between 
the people in our communities 
and the people in our church-
es and point them to become 
part of a church family.

“Each year we’re able to get 
valuable basic information 
from people in town, and pas-
tors are able to follow up with 
people interested in knowing 

more about Jesus and becom-
ing part of a faith family,” he 
said.

Ten evangelism teams can-
vassed Stuttgart, Hagler and 
Almyra. The teams passed out 
600 copies of the Bible, shared 
Christ door to door and saw 
14 people saved.

“Local one-day missions are 
a win-win for all the churches 
in our association. In plan-
ning, our pastors prayed with 
one another and got to know 
each other in a more personal 
way, which helps our fellow-
ship,” said Donald Ruffin, pas-
tor of Faith Baptist Church, 
DeWitt. 

“We opened our eyes to our 
community to see needs we 
often miss. Church members 
stepped up to the plate to meet 
those needs and loved doing 
it. … One thing I know is true 
– fishermen are happiest when 
they’re fishing,” Ruffin said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Centennial Baptist Association Celebrate Christ Mission Day volunteers share Christ 
with a Stuttgart man on his doorstep. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

continued from page one
MASON

were Christians, but Mason 
would not accept Christ until 
his mid-20s. Following high 
school, Mason attended Ar-
kansas Tech University in Rus-
sellville where he studied agri-
business.

“I went off to college and 
lived a pretty horrific lifestyle. 
Most of my other Baptist 
friends were doing the same,” 
said Mason.

Upon graduating from Ar-
kansas Tech, Mason returned 
home to Biscoe, where he 
worked at a local co-op and 
as a farmer. It was during this 
time that he married his wife, 
Angie, whom he had known 
since graduating from high 
school and originally met at 
a horse show where she was 
competing as a barrel racer.

Mason worked for multiple 
co-ops throughout central 
Arkansas and the Arkansas 
Delta after graduating from 
college. Upon transferring 
to a co-op in Wynne, Mason 
began attending Wynne Bap-
tist Church after being invited 
multiple times. Mason was 
not yet a believer but joined 
Wynne Baptist by a transfer 
of letter. In March 1990, evan-
gelist Jerry Pipes preached a 
revival at Wynne Baptist and 
Mason, at age 25, got saved.

Following his conversion, a 

group of local Christian farm-
ers took Mason in and disci-
pled him at 6 a.m. on Thurs-
day mornings at the Wynne 
Farm Bureau office.

“Discipling was memoriz-
ing Scripture, reading through 
the Bible. We’d spend an hour 
together. … It was every Thurs-
day morning for about three 
years,” said Mason. “In 1996, 
I sensed that call to ministry.”

Mason entered seminary 
in August 1996. That same 
year he began his first church 
job as pastoral intern for Wes 
George, then pastor of Wynne 
Baptist Church. Mason gradu-
ated from Mid-American Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in 
1999. A couple of years later, 
George was called to a church 
in Rogers. George told Mason 
he would get the opportunity 
to preach in his absence.

“I preached for about eight 
weeks at Wynne Baptist. … I 
remember the last Sunday I 
preached I sat down on the 
front pew and my wife looked 
at me and said, ‘You’re not 
going to be able to do anything 
else,’” said Mason.

Mason was called as pastor 
of Wynne Baptist in 2002. He 
served as the church’s senior 
pastor from 2002 to 2005, 
when he accepted a call to 
Central Baptist.

Through Mason’s leader-
ship and God’s providence, 
Central Baptist has grown 
from having one service each 

Sunday when he came to hav-
ing 12 services on four differ-
ent campuses each week.

Central Baptist’s campuses 
are spread throughout Jones-
boro and include Central 
campus, the church’s main 
campus, Journey campus, Ref-
uge campus and Word cam-
pus. Refuge campus currently 
meets in Central campus’s 
Family Life Center. Central 
Baptist recently completed a 
new building for Journey cam-
pus, which seats 600 people 
and includes dedicated areas 
for children’s, student and 
adult ministries. 

In addition to their cam-
puses – Central Baptist has 
started an outreach ministry 
in Diaz. In September worship 
attendance at Central Baptist’s 
four campuses and the Diaz 
outreach totaled nearly 3,500; 
their Life Group attendance 
totaled nearly 3,000.

Mason said when he came 
to Central Baptist, many in 
the community considered 
the church “high church,” 
with a lot of focus on tradi-
tion. Today, while the church 
retains a traditional service at 
8 a.m. each Sunday, they have 
added contemporary services 

in order to better reach the lost 
in and around Jonesboro. 

“Like I tell any young guy 
that is preaching, … God’s 
heart is for people. Yeah, you 
are to disciple and teach, but 
you’ve got to be evangelistic in 
your preaching. And South-
ern Baptists like seeing people 
saved,” said Mason. 

“They like seeing people 
baptized. So you may have an 
older person like my mama 
who just does not like contem-
porary music, but she likes see-
ing people saved.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Immanuel Baptist, Pine Bluff, marks 100 years
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PINE BLUFF – Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary Oct. 5 with a 
special worship ser-
vice and fellowship 
lunch.

Current and for-
mer members of Im-
manuel Baptist came 
together at 10:30 
a.m. to celebrate the 
church’s first 100 
years of ministry with music, 
videos and a message.

The church’s Strumming 
Seniors music ensemble per-
formed to open the service. 

The church’s choir and soloists 
Sharon Schutter, daughter of 
Immanuel Baptist Pastor Don 
Taylor and his wife, JoAnne, 
and Linda Goodbar, longtime 
member of Immanuel Baptist, 

also performed.
Dewayne Tan-

ton, associational 
missionary for Har-
mony Baptist As-
sociation in Pine 
Bluff, and Tar-
voris “T” Uzoigwe, 
Baptist College 
Ministry campus 

minister for the University 
of Arkansas, Pine Bluff, each 
presented Immanuel Baptist 
with a certificate congratu-
lating the church on it’s 100  

years of ministry.
Multiple videos were shown 

during the service. One of the 
videos gave a history of Im-
manuel Baptist from its be-
ginnings as a mission of First 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, in 
1911, organization as an inde-
pendent congregation in 1914 
and relocation in the 1930s 
to its continued ministry 
throughout the 20th and 21st 
centuries. The second video 
featured L.H. Coleman, the 
second longest tenured pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist, reminisc-
ing on his years as pastor of 
the church from his home in 
Euless, Texas.

See IMMANUEL page 7
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FAITH Joseph’s Story, a novel and Bible Study, 
comes to life as Joseph tells the story of his life 

experiences from the pit to his rise to power in Egypt. 
His is a story of maturing faith in Yahweh during many 
hardships leading to God’s divine purpose for his life. 
Following the novel, dig deeper into God’s Word with 
Bible study material and leader’s guide intended for 
individual or small group study. 

Faith Joseph’s Story is available from crossbooks.com, 
barnesandnoble.com and amazon.com. Information and 
book trailer available at sandrahardage.com.

300 attend Golden Age Conference at Williams Baptist College
Brett Cooper
Williams Baptist College

 
WALNUT RIDGE – Archie 
Mason and J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker encouraged some 300 
senior adults Thursday to have 
an intense compassion for the 
lost. The two were featured 
speakers at the Golden Age 
Conference Sept. 25 at Wil-
liams Baptist College.

The event was sponsored by 
Williams and multiple Baptist 
associations in northeast Ar-
kansas.

Mason, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church in Jonesboro 
and president of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, 
spoke from Mark 2, where 
Jesus heals a paralyzed man 
lowered through the roof by 
his friends.  He called on those 
in attendance to have just as 
much desire to help the lost 
today as those who were will-
ing to tear a hole through a 
roof in Jesus’ time.

“You start reaching peo-
ple for Jesus, it starts getting 
messy,” Mason said.

Tucker, executive director 
of the ABSC, expressed similar 
thoughts as he preached from 
Matthew 9, where Jesus notes 
that “the harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few.” He 

said the key is to understand 
that, as the Scripture notes, 
Jesus felt compassion for the 
lost.

“Jesus saw the crowd, and 
His insides literally yearned 
with compassion for them,” 
Tucker said. “We don’t have 
enough compassion for the 
lost.”

“Both of the speakers were 
very convicting, and the music 
was unbelievable. We senior 
adults were challenged to lead 
out in ministry in our own 
right,” said Reid Pennington 
of Pocahontas.  “It was an ex-
tremely positive experience, 
and I hope they will keep 
doing it.”

Music was provided by the 
Lindsey Family, a bluegrass 
gospel group from Kentucky.

“I really enjoyed the music 
and thought both the speakers 
were very good. It was also af-
firming to hear how important 
older folks are to the Church 
as a whole,” said Barbara Gib-
bens of Walnut Ridge.

Baptist associations taking 
part in the event were Black 
River, Current-Gaines, Greene 
County, Mt. Zion, Mississippi 
County and Trinity.

Brett Cooper is vice president 
for institutional advancement at 
Williams Baptist College.

Senior adults enjoy worship at the Golden Age Conference Sept. 25 at Williams Baptist College in Walnut Ridge. Speakers for the 
event were Archie Mason, pastor of Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), and Sonny Tucker, ABSC executive director. Music was provided by the Lindsey Family, a bluegrass gospel group.

Don Taylor brought a mes-
sage titled “Jesus and His 
Church,” in which he spoke 
out of Revelation 1:4-6. Fol-
lowing the message, members, 
former members and friends 
of Immanuel Baptist in atten-
dance were invited to stay for 
lunch in the church’s fellow-
ship hall. About 140 were fed 
during the lunch.

As a way to remember the 
church’s history, pictures 
from Immanuel Baptist’s past 
events, mission trips, camps, 
services and revivals were hung 
on the walls of the hallway 

leading to the fellowship hall. 
A table including artifacts 

from the church’s past, photo 
albums and a sign-in book for 
those attending the day’s cele-
bration was also located on the 
route to the fellowship hall.

“It was a great day as former 
members, friends and guests 
joined with the members of 
Immanuel to worship and 
praise God as we gave thanks 
for His grace over the past cen-
tury,” Taylor said following the 
service.

“It was a memorable day 
and one that will be remem-
bered for a long time to come,” 
he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 6
IMMANUEL
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Iglesia Bautista El Rey de Gloria undergoes construction
GURDON – Construction is 
underway at Iglesia Bautista 
El Rey de Gloria, a Hispanic 
Baptist mission of South Fork 
Baptist Church, Gurdon.  

Joe Burt, associational mis-
sionary for Red River Baptist 
Association, of which El Rey 
de Gloria is a part, said that 
when the mission’s sanctu-
ary was originally built, they 
poured a slab with the expec-
tation of future growth. The 
sanctuary was built on the 
front portion of the slab while 
the rest of the slab remained 
unused until funds could be 
raised to complete it. 

Now, years later, a number 
of individuals and churches, 
along with the association 
and the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), have 
come together with El Rey 
de Gloria to construct a new 
space for education and fellow-
ship.

Burt said the structure will 
contain classrooms, a kitchen, 
restrooms and a fellowship 
hall.

“I think it will open up 
more opportunities for the 
church,” Burt said.

The work on the structure 
has been done by volunteers 
from local churches. In addi-
tion, churches and individuals 
have given financially. El Rey 

de Gloria and three other local 
Hispanic churches have been 
heavily involved in both the 
labor and monetary portions 
of the project.

It’s not the first time El Rey 
de Gloria, currently pastored 
by Pedro Escobar, has been the 
beneficiary of others’ generos-
ity. 

Rudy Gutierrez, Arkansas 
Baptist pastor and church 
planter for the Red River 
Baptist Association and the 
ABSC, planted El Rey de 
Gloria around 2005. Shortly 
thereafter, as the church began 
looking for a place to build, a 
man donated three acres for 
the church to use. The church 
now sits on that land.

In addition, Red River Bap-
tist Association and the ABSC 
have both been involved with 
the church plant and assisted 
them through the years.

Gutierrez noted that the 
new structure will position the 
church to reach out not just to 
members, but also to the com-
munity. 

Jim Shepherd, member 
of First Baptist Church, Bis-
marck, and 
leader of the 
association’s 
H i s p a n i c 
Mini s t r ie s 
Partnership 

Team, is heading up the ini-
tial portion of the building 
project. Shepherd has been 
involved in Hispanic ministry 
for more than a decade. 

“The Hispanic community 
is growing … in Gurdon, and 
they really needed a place to 
meet and to greet,” he said, 
noting the role fellowship 
plays in the Hispanic culture.

He said the church “has 

a strong position in the His-
panic community in Gurdon” 
and their building project is a 
sign to the community that the 
church is healthy and growing.

He also noted the impor-
tance of partnership.

“The established churches 
– not just in Arkansas but all 
over the country – desperately 
need to include outreach to 
our new immigrants coming 

into the country,” Shepherd 
noted, encouraging established 
churches to join with Hispanic 
churches in any way possible to 
foster the connection between 
the Hispanic people coming 
to the state, those who are al-
ready here and the established 
Anglo churches.

“It’s so important for people 
to feel like other people want 
to include them,” he said.

Iglesia Bautista El Rey de Gloria, Gurdon, undergoes construction on a building to be used for education and fellowship.

New stadium honors OBU 
and NFL star Cliff Harris
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity’s football team christened the school’s 
new Cliff Harris Stadium with a 28-7 win over 
Southern Nazarene University Sept. 13.

The stadium’s namesake, Cliff Harris, is 
one of Ouachita’s most successful alumni. 
Following his graduation from Ouachita, Har-
ris played for the Dallas Cowboys from 1970 
to 1979 where he was a six-time Pro Bowl se-
lection and two-time Super Bowl champion. 
Ouachita’s stadium was officially dedicated 
and renamed in recognition of Harris during 
the school’s season opening win.

“Having my name on the stadium has 
prompted a lot of reflections for me,” Harris 
said. “First, I know I am a blessed guy to have 
many generous friends who have invested in 
something as important to me as Ouachita. 
My hope is that having a new stadium for the 
football team and the school will bring a new 
energy to Ouachita and needed recognition to 
the football program.”

The stadium naming recognition “also 
made me think of my own mortality,” Harris 
added. “I know that nothing lasts forever, and 
my name will be up there for enough years that 
eventually people will say, ‘Who is that Cliff 
Harris guy anyway?’”

Building & Facilities
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First Baptist Church, Searcy, completes new preschool
SEARCY – First Baptist 
Church, Searcy, celebrated 
the completion of its new pre-
school and family education 
building on Sept. 21 with a 
dedication service, open house 
and fellowship.

The new two-story building 
features state-of-the-art tech-
nology and new furnishings. 
The first floor will be used for 
preschool Sunday school and 
missions classes, Mother’s Day 
Out ministries, as well as the 

Awana ministry. 
A computerized security 

system is in place for babies 
through kindergarten. The 
second floor will be used for 
young and median age adults 
and college and career Bible 

study space. The old preschool 
area was also renovated and 
will be used for senior adult 
Life Groups.

“The new building and 
the remodeled space are huge 
blessings. We are very thank-

ful and humbled that God 
allowed us to do this work. 
These resources are tools to 
reach people for Christ for 
years to come,” said Brian 
Whitney, pastor of First  
Baptist.

First Baptist Church, Searcy, celebrated the completion of their new preschool building Sept. 21 with a dedica-
tion service, open house and fellowship held at the church.

Building & Facilities



October 16, 201410 

Church, Harrison, coordinat-
ed sports camps for the mis-
sion day. 

“We want to see … chil-
dren and/or teenagers show 
up and hear the gospel and 
respond to it, and we’ll see 
lives changed because of this 
through Christ,” he said, not-
ing that events like basketball 
clinics provide “a reason to get 
children and teenagers into 
a gym to where we can pres-
ent the gospel” and that they 
“allow them to open up.”

“As they’re having fun, 
they’re more willing to talk,” 
he said.

was stifled due to lack of space.
As a solution, instead of 

building another facility or 
adding on to the existing one, 
the church decided to use their 
existing space twice. Prior to 
this decision, the church had 
been sandwiching their 9:30 
a.m. Sunday school hour be-
tween two worship services 
– one at 8:15 a.m. and the 
other at 10:50 a.m. However, 
under the new format, the 
church now holds worship ser-
vices at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
with Sunday school classes – 
called Connect Groups – of-
fered at both hours. They also 
added about 30 new Connect 
Groups.

But in addition to shifting 
the schedule, the church chose 
to offer two different types of 
worship services. 

While their previous ser-
vices were both considered a 
“blended” style, they now offer 
a classic service at 9 a.m. and a 
celebration service – which is 

more contemporary – at 10:30 
a.m.

Bryson noted that the 
church had not originally 
planned to change the service 
styles. However, people had 
expressed interest in it; in ad-
dition, the pastor and music 
minister had returned from 
mission trips with the burden 
that– just as they tried to com-
municate in the people’s lan-
guages on the mission trips – 
they needed to speak different 
“languages” in worship. They 
felt that through this, they 
would reach more people.

“So that’s kind of where 
that ball got rolling,” Bryson 
explained.

The process of implement-
ing the changes began earlier 
this year, and they launched 
the changes Sept. 7. Bryson 
said the entire First Baptist 
staff was involved in making 
the transition, and he particu-
larly noted the leadership of 
Pastor John McCallum; Lee 
Barnett, music minister, and 
Stephen Evans, media direc-
tor.

“The interesting thing 

about making these changes 
is that things were going so 
well,” McCallum said. “Some 
have asked, ‘Why fix some-
thing that’s not broken?’ So 
the changes aren’t a move of 
desperation to salvage a sink-
ing ship. We honestly believe 
we can reach a wider swath 
of people with two Sunday 
schools and worship in two 
distinct languages as opposed 
to a single blended style of 
worship.”

McCallum noted that num-
bers only tell part of the story 
and that it is still early to know 
how the changes will work out 
long-term, but after the first 
month, the numbers are bet-
ter than anticipated.

“In the first month of this 
change, we’ve had more in 
Sunday school and worship 
than any single month in the 
179-year history of the church. 
We’ve had more guests and 
visitors than usual, numerous 
additions and, for the most 
part, the comments have been 
affirming,” McCallum said. 

Bryson noted last year’s av-
erage worship attendance was 

1,076, and this September’s av-
erage was 1,268. Similarly, last 
year’s Sunday school average 
was 744, and this September’s 
average was 894.

“The Lord gets the glory for 
it,” Bryson said. “He helped us 
orchestrate the whole thing, 
and we could really feel and 
sense His guidance in this 
whole thing.”

In addition, Bryson said 
they have had an increase in 
the number of prospective 
families, with 58 families turn-
ing in information in Septem-
ber.

Along with all the new 
changes came parking issues. 
But Bryson said they solved 
the problem by employing re-
mote parking with a shuttle 
service, getting permission to 
park in the yard of the neigh-
boring wedding chapel and 
asking members to leave closer 
parking spaces for guests.

McCallum noted that 
not everyone is a fan of the 
changes, but even so, church 
members have stepped up and 
helped make the changes suc-
cessful. 

He said the staff has been 
asking members to be patient 
as they work through the pro-
cess.

Bryson said he thinks one 
of the things that has helped 
the congregation the most 
with the changes has been that 
the purpose of the changes is 
to reach more people and to 
reach new people.

“And when they keep that 
in mind, they’re a lot more 
flexible and willing to change 
– because any change, even if 
it’s good, is stressful,” he said. 
“But when you know there’s a 
good reason, a good purpose 
– you’re doing it for the Lord, 
for other people – then it’s al-
ways worth it.”

“I would never suggest that 
a church change for the sake 
of change,” said McCallum. 
“But I would say that if God 
leads out in the change, it’s 
wise to follow Him regard-
less of the risks involved. It’s 
God’s church anyway, and we 
can trust Him to work out His 
purposes in His church.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool  
at jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
HOT SPRINGS

continued from page one
ONE DAY While Tucker hailed from 

Harrison, Marilyn and Bubba 
Bradham didn’t have nearly 
as far to travel. The mission 
day took place right in their 
backyard. They are members 
of West Side Baptist Church, 
El Dorado, and participated in 
prayer walking. They noted the 
friendliness of the people they 
encountered and said they 
were able to pray with lots of 
families.

“Our city needs the Lord,” 
Marilyn Bradham observed.

“We hope to see many 
people saved. We hope to see 
many people touched,” she 
said in regard to the mission 
trip. “We hope this is some-
thing people talk about for 
years to come.”

Scenes from the 2014 Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip held throughout   
Liberty Baptist Association Oct. 4. 
Photos by Jessica Vanderpool
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Retired SBC pastor, Fred G. Womack, tells of his 
six-year-old daughter’s battle with cancer, his 

personal grief and how God deployed unexpected 
and astonishing assistance through it all, such as the 
child’s vision of heaven before her death. The book 
highlights that nothing short of God’s supernatural 
comfort could produce solace and hope powerful 
enough to offset the unrelenting anguish that came 
in those days. On several occasions, unspeakable 
emotional pain was completely banished by varied 
and merciful God-sent events, some intimating 
the proximity and activities of the deceased in 
Christ.

Book may be ordered from www.westbowpress.com or 
Amazon.com or from most local book stores.

www.arkansasbaptist.org

planned to create a new position to en-
force the rules of the ordinance. The 
position, called the civil rights admin-
istrator, would be tasked with investi-
gating discriminatory claims, serving 
as mediator between parties and rec-
ommend prosecution, if necessary.

At the time of the vote on the city 
law, 350 people – many of whom 
were religious leaders – crowded into 
Fayetteville City Hall for the council 
meeting. Following 10 hours of de-
bate, Ordinance 119 passed. 

Larry Page, executive director of 
the Arkansas Faith and Ethics Coun-
cil, said following the decision that 
he feels the “real purpose” of the 
ordinance is to “advance the homo-
sexual agenda.”

Following notification of the suc-
cess of the petition and the upcom-
ing special vote, Page congratulated 
religious leaders for standing up to 
the “city’s power structure.”

“Hearty kudos to the churches and 
their pastors, leaders and members 

continued from page one
ORDINANCE in Fayetteville who instead of just 

complaining about heavy-handed, 
coercive government, stood up to the 
city’s power structure and took mat-
ters into their own hands,” Page said. 

He said the ordinance has many 
possible implications for churches.

“If a church refuses to hire a homo-
sexual, a transgendered person, or a 
cross-dresser for a nonsecular position, 
e.g., secretary, custodian, etc., a charge 
of discrimination can be brought 
against the church,” said Page.  

Also, Page said the ordinance, since 
it includes gender identity as a protect-
ed category, “would give a biological 
male the right to use women’s facili-
ties, such as restrooms, dressing rooms, 
etc. at any business or public location.”

Perhaps most problematic, Page 
added, is that if the ordinance is 
approved it would establish a prec-
edent with other cities attempting to 
“mimic” Fayetteville ordinance.

Fayetteville voters repealed a simi-
lar law that would have prohibited 
the city from discriminating against 
homosexuals when hiring or firing 
city employees in 1998, according to 
published reports.

11   
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ASSOCIATIONAL PRAYER GATHERING – Washington Madison Baptist 
Association hosted an Associational Prayer Gathering Sept. 30 at Cross Church, 
Fayetteville. The event was patterned after a similar event held earlier in the year 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock; and the purpose was to call 
pastors, staff and their spouses to come together to pray for revival and spiritual 
awakening. Forty-five participants representing 25 churches attended the event 
coordinated by Nick Floyd, pastor of Cross Church, Fayetteville. Other speakers 
included Rex Griffin, pastor of First Baptist Church, Elkins; Jonathan Beasley, 
pastor of The Church at Arkansas, Fayetteville; Andy Goode, campus pastor at 
Cross Church College Avenue, Fayetteville, and Ron Lomax, director of missions 
for Washington Madison Baptist Association, Fayetteville. 

LITTLE ROCK – Life Line 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
recently held a town hall meet-
ing. The purpose was to hold a 
time of prayer for the city, state 
and nation and 
their leaders, 
with an empha-
sis on inform-
ing local citizens 
about what is 
taking place in 
the city, county 
and state.

A number of 
prominent lead-
ers spoke at the 
event. Among 
these were Pu-
laski County Sheriff Doc Hol-
laday; Assistant Chief of Police 
Wayne Bewley, who is in com-
mand of the Field Services Bu-
reau, representing Little Rock 
Police Chief Kenton Buckner; 
police Capt. Terry Hastings, 
commander of the Southwest 
Field Services Division; Ken 

Richardson, Little Rock city 
director for Ward 2; Brenda 
“B.J.” Wyrick, Little Rock city 
director for Ward 7; Joan Ad-
cock, at large Little Rock city 

director; Mar-
vin Burton, 
deputy su-
perintendent 
for the Little 
Rock School 
District; An-
gela Dallas, 
English as a 
Second Lan-
guage coordi-
nator/parent 
facilitator at 
C l ove rd a l e 

Aerospace Technology Conver-
sion Charter Middle School 
in the Little Rock School Dis-
trict;  Phil Wyrick, candidate 
for Pulaski County judge; Kelsi 
Bodine, representing Rep. Tim 
Griffin; Dave Wengle, repre-
senting Asa Hutchinson, can-
didate for governor, and Pam 

Adcock, candidate for Little 
Rock city director for Ward 2. 

Pastor Jeff Dial opened 
the meeting by sharing their 
church’s purpose statement 
found in Matthew 22:36-40. 
The verses declare that Chris-
tians are to love God with all 
their hearts, souls and minds 
and to love their neighbors as 
themselves.

“So that’s why we think it’s 
so vital for us as a church to 
be involved in our community 
and then to pray for our com-
munity leaders and all those 
that serve our country,” Dial 
said.

Along with the reports from 
speakers, the event included 
Scripture reading and prayer 
for the city, state 
and nation, as well 
as the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the na-
tional anthem and 
a time for ques-
tions and answers. 

Life Line holds town hall meeting

Pulaski County Sheriff Doc Holladay 
speaks at the town hall meeting.

STELLA PRATHER, com-
munications director of the 

Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s 
Homes and 
Family Minis-
tries, recently 
received an 
award at the 
A r k a n s a s 
chapter of the 
Public Rela-
tions Society 
of America’s 

(PRSA) annual Prism Awards.
Prather was awarded the 

Prism in the Public Service 
division for the “Somebody 
Loves Me” Thanksgiving of-
fering campaign. The Public 

VAN BUREN – Sixteen Hispanic men and 
women graduated Sept. 28 from the Centro de 
Capacitacion Biblica (CECABI), a Bible insti-
tute that works in partnership with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention and Northwest 
Baptist Association. Graduates represented six 
local churches.

The graduation ceremony was held in 
Van Buren at the shared facilities of Eastern 
Heights Baptist Church and Iglesia Cristiana 
Rios de Agua Viva.

R.E. Clark, associational missionary for 
Northwest Baptist Association, served as 
speaker and challenged graduates to do every-
thing they do for God’s glory. 

Prather wins public relations award

16 graduate from  
CECABI Bible institute

Service division includes mul-
tielement campaigns that pro-
mote societal good, in which 
the sponsoring organization’s 
principal motivation is altruis-
tic or philanthropic.

“I was truly honored to be 
recognized by my public rela-
tion peers,” Prather said. “It’s 
a privilege to be associated 
with many, many talented pro-
fessionals in 
the public 
r e l a t i o n s 
business in 
Arkansas.”

T h e 
award cer-
emony was 
held Sept. 

Prather

18 at the Central 
Arkansas Library 
System’s Ron Rob-
inson Theater. 
Public relations 
campaigns and 
tactic for retailers, 
government agen-
cies and nonprofits 
were recognized in 
32 categories. 

Across ArkAnsAs
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Kingsland First Baptist is seeking a full-time pas-
tor; parsonage provided. Send resumes to P.O. Box 97, 
Kingsland, AR 71652.

Rudy Baptist Church, Alma, is looking for a bi-vo-
cational pastor. Send resume to dthrift@almasd.
net.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of Maynard seeking 
full-time pastor. Please send resume including 
references to Dennis Barber, 486 Thompson Road, 
Maynard, AR 72444.

Emmanuel Baptist Church of Batesville is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to Search 
Committee, 1915 Batesville Blvd., Batesville, AR 72501.

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is seek-
ing a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Committee, 290 
AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Eleven Point River Baptist Association in Oregon 

County Missouri needs a DOM for its 10 Southern Bap-
tist churches. Send resumes by Nov. 15, 2014, to Juanita 
Jett, Rt. 73 Box 3500, Alton, MO 65606. For more infor-
mation, email georgebox8@yahoo.com.

Seeking associational missionary for Harmony 
Baptist Association serving Jefferson, Lincoln, Desha 
and Cleveland counties. Send resumes or inquires to 
Search Team, HBA, 2001 South Cherry St., Pine Bluff, AR 
71601 or email to Linda Tollison at ltollison@sbcglobal.
net. For more information, go to website www.harmo-
nybaptistassociation.org.

Full-time worship pastor: FBC, Wagoner, Okla., 
is currently looking for an enthusiastic individual to 
lead our traditional and contemporary service, as well 
as worship band. Please send inquiries to mark@fbc-
wagoner.com.

First Baptist Church of Sheridan is seeking a full- or 
part-time praise and worship leader. The wor-
ship leader is required to work with a praise band and 
choir in leading a blended music service and coordinat-
ing with the pastor in planning, scheduling and direct-
ing the music program. A music degree is not required, 
but some experience, especially choral, is preferred. 
Please send your resume to 1201 S. Rock St., Sheridan, 
AR 72150 or email Sheridan.Worship.Leader@gmail.
com.

Life Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, looking for 
full-time pastor of worship. Send resumes to 
office@lifelinebaptist.org.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla., 
is seeking a full-time minister of music.  Send 
resumes to Minister of Music Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net.

Grace Baptist, a growing church of 200 in at-
tendance, in Rogers seeking a part-time music 
minister. For more information and to submit your 
resume, go to www.gbcrogers.com.

FBC, Harrisburg, is seeking a minister of wor-
ship and family ministries. A job description is 
available at www.harrisburgfbc.com. If interested, 
email your resume to kellyjones@harrisburgfbc.com 
or mail to P.O. Box 88, Harrisburg, AR 72432.

Organists needed at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us 
at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

First Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a full-
time minister of preschool/children. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Stacy Reed, P.O. 

Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email to stacy@fb-
cbatesville.org.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Please send resume to 
Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor, P.O. Box 1218, 
Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email jeff@congoroadbap-
tistchurch.org.

FBC, Benton, is seeking an associate minister 
of students. This individual would work with the 
student pastor to reach students in Saline County and 
give specific leadership to our middle school ministry. 
If interested, check out employment opportunities on 
our website at www.fbcbenton.org.

MISCELLANEOUS 

For sale: 1987 TMCI 47-passenger bus 
“coach.” $13,500. For more information, call Michael: 
870-240-6648.

Hackett FBC is interested in purchasing used com-
mercial playground equipment. Please call Joe 
at 479-597-6644.

Advertise: steve@arkansasbaptist.org 
or 501-376-4791, ext. 5161

Church life
First Baptist Church, Low-

ell, will host a northwest Ar-
kansas children’s conference 
Oct. 25 for all children’s work-
ers. The conference will be led 
by Mark Jones, a sought-after 
national speaker for preschool 
and children’s ministry. For 
more information or to regis-
ter, contact the church office 

On the move
Jason Wilkins recently 

began serving on the staff of 
First Baptist Church, DeWitt, 
as youth minister. 

David Cash recently began 
serving as pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Malvern. 

David Tatum recently 
began serving on staff of First 
Baptist Church, Sherwood, as 
associate pastor of music and 
worship. 

Gary Powell recently began 
serving on staff of Fairfield 
Bay Baptist Church, Fairfield 

Milestones
Wayne Todd, deacon at 

South Side Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, recently cel-
ebrated his 90th birthday with 
his family, friends and church 
members at a luncheon in his 
honor. He has been a mem-
ber of South Side Baptist 
for 61 years. Elwin Ollar, the 

church’s pas-
tor, presented 
Todd with a 
plaque.

A reception 
for Robert 
and Mary Jo 
A r m s t r o n g 
Sivils will be 
given by their 
children from 
2 to 3:30 
p.m. Oct. 18 
at Friendship 
United Meth-
odist Church, 
F r i endsh ip , 
in honor of 
the couple’s 
65th wedding 
anniversar y. 
Robert Sivils 
is a retired 

Ordinations
First Baptist Church, Low-

ell, recently ordained the fol-
lowing men as deacons: Gabe 
Crawford, Sam Fairchild, Jim 
Hassebrock, Will Houston, 
Keith Hunter, Lowell Malo-
ney, Aaron Pile, Jeremy Wales, 
Justin Walker and Brian Wat-
son.

at 479-770-0151 or penny-
sims@fbc-lowell.com.

Central Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, will recognize 
Caralyn Verble at 10:30 a.m. 
Oct. 19 in honor of her 65 
years of service in music min-
istry at the church. She has 
been playing the piano or 
organ at the church since she 
was 16 years old and has led 
children’s choirs and hand-

bells and has been a vital 
part of the church’s music 
program. The church will 
present her with a plaque 
in the morning worship 
service. A meal in her 
honor will follow the ser-
vice.  

Watson Chapel Bap-
tist Church, Pine Bluff, 

will hold the Judgement 
House presentation “Masquer-
ade” Oct. 16-18 and Oct. 23-
25. For reservations, call the 
church office at 870-879-1370. 

Baptist minister, having pas-
tored several churches in Ar-
kansas, including Mount Ver-
non Baptist Church, Benton, 
and Anderson Chapel Baptist 
Church, Dumas, as well as 
several churches in Louisiana. 
Mary Jo Sivils taught school 
for more than 40 years in Ben-
ton and Dumas, as well as in 
several schools in Louisiana. 
The Sivils were also active in 
gospel music. They have three 
sons, ten grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 

Bay, as associate pastor of 
music and outreach. 

Andy Pace recently began 
serving as pastor of Harris 
Chapel Baptist Church, Pan-
gburn.  

Brad Johnson recently 
began serving as pastor of 
Tumbling Shoals Baptist 
Church, Tumbling Shoals.

TEXARKANA – Arkansas 
Baptists are invited to at-
tend the 161st annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
Oct. 28-29 at Trinity Bap-
tist Church in Texarkana. 
The 2014 Arkansas Pastors’ 
Conference will take place 
Oct. 27 at Trinity Baptist.

AM set for Oct. 28-29

Submit your church 
news by calling 

800-838-2272, ext. 5153

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

We are in the middle of the football 
season, and I am intrigued how both 
teams prepare for their big game. The 
coaches work hard to strategize a game 
plan and then practice all week long 
to implement that plan. The team that 
comes out on top 
is usually the one 
that succeeds best 
in carrying out the 
game plan.

God always had 
a game plan for re-
deeming mankind. 
The sacrificial sys-
tem of offering the blood 
of animals took place in 
the Tabernacle and was 
administered by the high 
priest. 

Hebrews 8 explains 
that this first Covenant 
between God and the 
Jewish people was only a 
shadow of things to come. 
In the second Covenant, 
the sacrificial system 
would remain in place but 
it would be a superior Covenant based 
on “better promises” (Heb. 8:6). 

A good chunk of the chapter fea-
tures a quote from Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
In the passage, God talks about mak-
ing a new Covenant with His people. 
The Covenant would be written not in 
stone, but in the minds of His people 

and on their hearts. God would forgive 
their wickedness and open up an op-
portunity for everyone to know Him. 

And all of this would happen be-
cause of Jesus, a High Priest who 
ministers in heaven, the “true taber-

nacle” (Heb. 8:1-
2). Christ is the 
Cornerstone and 
far superior than 
the first Covenant. 
Christ came to do 
what the first Cov-
enant could not 
accomplish. 

Some may think that 
God had to switch game 
plans in His battle against 
Satan. “Plan A” didn’t 
work so He had to go to 
“plan B.” But that is not 
the case. The sacrificial 
system of the first Cov-
enant points directly to 
Jesus. What the blood of 
goats and bulls couldn’t 
do, Christ accomplished 
by shedding His precious 

blood for us. 
The writer of Hebrews was en-

couraging the Christian Jews to stop 
clinging to the obsolete Covenant and 
embrace the New Covenant of Christ. 
And the message to us today is to trust 
God’s game plan for our redemption 
– Jesus.

portance in our circle of friends. Then 
when we share it, we have given in to 
gossiping, which is a sin in God’s eyes. 
So we should remove ourselves from 
the conversation that involves “new” 
information about people. The same 

is true when we 
hear dirty jokes. 
The temptation is 
greater that we will 
share it with oth-
ers, or will think 
of another one to 
top that one. 

The bottom line 
is that we must be proac-
tive when it comes to 
temptation. If you can’t 
have sugar, do not drive 
by the Donut Palace. If 
you don’t want to fight, 
stay out of the ring. If you 
shouldn’t go to a certain 
place, don’t ask for direc-
tions to get there.

But if you do find your-
self in the middle of a 
temptation, call on God, 

for in 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV), we 
are promised: “No temptation has 
overtaken you except what is common 
to mankind. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will also provide a way out 
so that you can endure it.” 

Phyllis Watts
member

Second Baptist 
Arkadelphia

No one enjoys car troubles. The ap-
pearance of the “check engine” light 
has ruined the day for many people. 
Worn spark plugs, a dead alternator or 
a bad thermostat can cause all sorts of 
expense and headaches. When the light 
comes on, an after-
noon spent wash-
ing and waxing the 
car will certainly 
make it look attrac-
tive on the outside, 
but the problem 
still remains on the 
inside, under the 
hood. 

The author of He-
brews is making the case 
to his readers that faith in 
Christ is superior to the 
observance of Old Cov-
enant practices. Hebrews 
9:11-15 explains that the 
Old Testament sacrifi-
cial system, with its sac-
rifices of goats and bulls, 
cleansed only the outside 
of a person from ritual 
impurity. While effectively serving a 
symbolic purpose, animal sacrifice was 
ineffective in actually fixing the serious 
problems brought on by sin. Much like 
washing a broken-down car, it cleansed 
the outside but did not take care of the 
actual internal issues.

Jesus Christ, however, is greater 

than the Old Testament sacrificial 
system. His perfect sacrifice on the 
cross fixes the problem, as His death 
appeases the wrath of God brought on 
by sin, while also maintaining God’s 
holiness. As opposed to the blood of 

animals offered 
in sacrifice, Jesus’ 
blood is actually 
effective at repair-
ing the internal 
problem, and the 
sins of those who 
place their faith in 
Him as Lord will 

be forgiven.  
At some point in their 

lives, almost everyone will 
experience car problems. 
Often, friends are quick 
to refer the names of tal-
ented mechanics. Simi-
larly, Christians know the 
One who can repair the 
sin problem that dooms 
all people to hell. Jesus 
paid the required price of 
death and is the only Me-

chanic who can fix each individual’s 
sin problem, and those who do not 
follow Christ should place their faith 
in Him as Lord. Therefore, Christians 
should share the gospel with those 
who need it, just as people would pass 
on the name of a good mechanic to a 
friend.  

Joseph’s faith was tested, but his 
trust in God was strong. He was hated 
and sold into slavery by his brothers; 
was bought by the captain of Pharaoh’s 
guards; was made head of Potiphar’s 
house and estate, and was accused of 
rape by Potiphar’s 
wife and thrown 
in prison where he 
met the baker and 
cupbearer.

Joseph’s situa-
tion seems to have 
gone from bad to 
worse. Being in 
prison for a crime he did 
not commit was devastat-
ing to Joseph, and like 
most of us, Joseph prob-
ably wondered why God 
had allowed such things to 
happen. But Joseph’s trust 
and faith in God would 
continue to sustain him 
through these despairing 
times. 

As Joseph interpreted 
the dreams of the baker 
and the cupbearer (Gen. 40), there was 
suddenly a ray of hope concerning his 
departure from prison. The cupbearer 
had promised to mention Joseph to 
Pharaoh, but instead he forgot Joseph 
for two long years. Joseph was forgot-
ten by the cupbearer but not by God, 
whose plan for Joseph’s life was not yet 

complete. The timing for Joseph’s rise 
to power had not yet come. 

Had Joseph been remembered at the 
time the cupbearer was released from 
prison, Joseph might have missed learn-
ing additional skills needed to save the 

lives of many dur-
ing the famine. In 
every trial in which 
Joseph found him-
self, God was there 
giving him the op-
portunity to learn 
the language and 
culture of the Egyp-

tians in preparation for a 
position God had planned 
just for him. Joseph would 
be raised to second in 
command in the court of 
Pharaoh in God’s timing 
and at the exact moment 
Joseph was prepared to ac-
complish His purpose.

For reasons only 
known to God, He brings 
trials and hardships into 
our lives to prepare us for 

special purposes to serve His kingdom. 
Ever felt forgotten? Can’t see how you 
can serve God’s purpose in this cir-
cumstance? Look for the lessons He is 
teaching you. Is He preparing you now 
to serve Him in a special way? Perhaps 
God is not ready for you to move for-
ward just yet.

Sandra Hardage
member

First Baptist
Bismarck

Only Jesus transforms
HEBREWS 8:1-13

EXPLORE THE BIBLE
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Bill Bumpas
member 

Park Hill Baptist 
North Little Rock

At first glance, I wonder why Joseph 
got in so much trouble when it clearly 
states in Genesis 39:3 that “the Lord 
was with him.” After all, he did tell 
Mrs. Potiphar that he wouldn’t sin 
against God – or did he?  According 
to Genesis 39:9, 
Joseph doesn’t 
renounce the pos-
sibility of doing 
this wicked thing. 
Instead, he asks 
Mrs. Potiphar, 
“How then could 
I do such a wick-
ed thing and sin against 
God?” as if he wanted 
to know if they could 
get away with it. That’s 
where Joseph was playing 
with fire. He was flirting 
because he was getting at-
tention. He tried to sound 
upright, and trustworthy, 
but he stepped too close to 
the flame. 

James warns us in 
James 1:14, saying, “But 
each person is tempted when they are 
dragged away by their own evil desire 
and enticed.” 

We have to be so careful not to go 
near the flame. If we learn something 
that we think we are the first to know, 
we are “enticed” to share it so we’ll be 
the “first to share” and upgrade our im-

Overcome temptation
GENESIS 39:3-12

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

The perfect Offering
HEBREWS 9:11-15

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Overcome being forgotten
GENESIS 39:21-23; 40:5-8, 20-23
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“It’s great that these peo-
ple are doing God’s work, 
but do they have to talk 
about him so much?”
– Brian Palmer, Slate

IN AN ARTICLE titled 
“Why do so many liberals 
despise Christianity?” pub-
lished Oct. 8 by theweek.
com, the site’s senior cor-
respondent, Damon Link-
er, claims that “liberalism 
seems to have an irrational 
animus against Christian-
ity.” Linker sites comments 
made by Slate writer, Brian 
Palmer, in response to 
Christian blogger Rod Dre-
her, in which Palmer  finds 
the practice of Christian 
medical outreach distaste-
ful and an affront to sepa-
ration of church and state. 
Linker argues that Palmer’s 
real issue is not one of ra-
tional concern but due to 
the fact that he is an athe-
ist and “religion creeps 
him out.” According to 
Linker, “That overriding 
distaste for religion leads 
Palmer to propose a radi-
cal corollary to the classical 
liberal ideal of a separation 
between church and state 
– one that goes far beyond 
politics.”

“Large churches in the 
South tend to pay their 
senior pastors the high-
est salaries, a new survey 
finds.”
– Adelle M. Banks, RNS

IN A RECENT article 
titled “Big churches, big 
bucks: Southern senior 
pastors take top salaries,” 
Adelle M. Banks, produc-
tion editor and national 
correspondent for the Re-
ligion News Service (RNS), 
writes that according to re-
cent studies conducted by 
Leadership Network and 
Vanderbloemen Search 
Group, while average an-
nual wages in the Deep 
South are lower than the 
national average, the re-
gion is home to the highest 
paid pastors in the coun-
try. The survey also found 
that three quarters of U.S. 
churches provide yearly 
raises of between one and 
five percent.

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture

I was reading Tim Keller’s 
book The Reason for God 

recently when a passage in 
Chapter 3 jumped out at 
me.

Keller is pastor of 
Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, 
a church he started with his 
wife, Kathy, in 1989. Today 
Redeemer has a regular 
weekly attendance of more 
than 5,000 and meets at 
various locations across the 
city.

In the aforementioned 
passage, Keller mentions an 
experience he had speaking 
with a “man from a south-
ern U.S. state.”

Keller writes that the 
man visited Redeemer after 
hearing that the church had 
grown a substantial congre-
gation “in the midst of a 
skeptical, secular city” while 
maintaining an unflinch-
ingly orthodox Christian 
doctrine.

Understanding Re-

deemer’s success reaching 
New Yorkers with the gospel,  
Keller writes that the South-
ern man assumed the church 
had attracted their members 
and visitors through “avant-
garde music, video monitors 
and clips, dramatic sketches, 
exceptionally hip settings, 
and other 
kinds of 
eye-catching 
spectacle.”

“This is 
a complete 
mystery to 
me. Where 
are the 
dancing 
bears? Where are the gim-
micks? Why are these people 
here?” asked the Southern 
man.

Keller directed the man to 
“downtown art-types,” attend-
ing the service. 

The art-types expressed to 
the Southern man that they 
were drawn to Redeemer 
because it lacked the emotion-

ally manipulative language 
of other churches they had 
visited, that attendees of Re-
deemer instead “addressed 
others with gentle, self-de-
pricating irony,” that beliefs 
at the church were held in 
“clarity and humility” and 
that “teaching and commu-

nication at 
Redeemer 
was intel-
ligent and 
nuanced, 
showing 
sensitivity 
where they 
were sensi-
tive.”

As a Southern man my-
self, I believe we Southerners 
often look to the places like 
New York City with a kind of 
self-righteousness. We picture 
their large metropolises being 
bastions of godless secularism.

And they are.
But so are our cities, towns 

and neighborhoods.
Much like the Southern 

man in Keller’s story, many 
of us Southern believers 
miss the point.

If we truly believe that 
the gospel is “the power of 
God for salvation” (Rom. 
1:16), then we must also be-
lieve that “hip settings,” and 
“avantgarde music,” do not 
save people.

And while it pains me 
to say it, it may be time we 
Southerners took a lesson 
from some of our Yankee 
brothers and sisters.

People need Jesus. It is 
tempting to believe we need 
to dress Him up to make 
Him appealing to them, but 
a clear and honest represen-
taion and presentation of 
the gospel, in our words and 
deeds, continues to be the 
most effective form of evan-
gelism.

Call and Response is writ-
ten by Caleb Yarbrough, staff 
writer for the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN). It appears on the 
ABN’s Faith & Culture page.

Call and  
Response

Caleb Yarbrough

“Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

‘Southern man’

Moviegoers want faith-based films, Hollywood delivers
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (LifeWay 
Research) – Hollywood’s “year 
of the Bible movie” continues 
to drive sales at the box office 
in 2014.

Four faith-based films have 
already earned more than $50 
million each in ticket sales, 
according to Boxofficemojo.
com. Those films – “Noah,” 
“Heaven is for Real,” “Son of 
God” and “God’s Not Dead” – 
are among the top 20 grossing 
films of 2014.

And movie audiences may 
want more, according to a sur-
vey of 1,054 Americans from 
Nashville-based LifeWay Re-
search. Researchers found that 
half of Americans (56 percent) 
say they wish there were more 
movies with Christian values.

“Faith-based movies are no 
longer a niche,” said Scott Mc-
Connell, director of LifeWay 
Research. “It’s smart econom-
ics – if you make a film that 
appeals to that audience, they 
will show up.”

Movies with an explic-
itly Christian message – like 
“God’s Not Dead” – have 
done especially well. The inde-
pendent film was made for $2 

million and has earned more 
than $59 million at the box 
office. That’s more than high-
budget projects like “Muppets 
Most Wanted” or the critically 
acclaimed “The Grand Buda-
pest Hotel.” 

In the survey, LifeWay Re-
search asked Americans to 

respond to the statement: “I 
wish there were more movies 
that reflected Christian val-
ues.” Those who go to church 
weekly are most likely to agree 
(91 percent). Those who never 
go to church (18 percent) are 
least likely to agree. Self-identi-
fied born-again, evangelical or 

fundamentalist Christians are 
more likely to agree (84 per-
cent) than other Americans 
(45 percent).

Two other major films 
with Christian themes, “Left 
Behind” and “Exodus: Gods 
and Kings” are being released  
this year.
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