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Alcohol measure to be 
included on Nov. ballot
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Supreme Court has unani-
mously rejected a challenge to 
a Nov. 4 ballot proposal, which 
if approved by voters will legal-
ize alcohol sales in all 75 Ar-
kansas counties without local 
government approval.

The state’s highest court de-
nied a petition Oct. 16 from 
opponents of the proposed 
constitutional amendment, 
who had asked for it to be re-
moved from the general ballot, 
the Arkansas News Bureau re-
ported. The high court reject-
ed arguments that supporters 
missed a deadline to submit 
signatures and that the ballot 

language did not sufficiently 
explain the proposal.

Elizabeth Murray, attor-
ney for the ballot question 
committee Citizens for Local 
Rights, said during an oral 
argument to the court Oct. 9 
that under Amendment Seven 
of the state constitution, sig-
natures in support of a state-
wide ballot proposal must be 
submitted to the secretary of 
state’s office no later than four 
months before an election, the 
report said.

In her argument, Murray 
said four months before the 

Floyd: Stand with 
Houston pastors
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Baptists must let their voices 
be heard, said Southern Bap-
tist Convention President 
Ronnie Floyd.

Floyd is one of several speak-
ers from across the nation 
slated to speak Nov. 2 at the “I 
Stand Sunday” simulcast host-
ed by Family Research Coun-
cil and other 
p a r t n e r s . 
The event is 
being held 
in response 
to five Hous-
ton ministers 
being issued 
s u b p o e n a s 
by the city’s 
attorney that asked they turn 
over sermons and other pasto-
ral communications.

Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, responded on his blog Oct. 
20 to news reports involving 
the ministers and how he be-
lieves America’s religious free-
dom is being challenged. The 
city’s actions remain a “blatant 
example of governmental over-
reach,” Floyd noted – even if 
the word “sermons” was struck 
from the subpoenas on Oct. 
17.

Seniors gather to pray for revival and awakening
HOT SPRINGS – The pres-
ence of God was evident at 
Hot Springs Baptist Church 
Oct. 9-10 as 200 seniors and 
guests gathered to pray for re-
vival and spiritual awakening 
at the Senior Adult Prayer 
Gathering.

T h e 
day-and-a-
half event 
was mod-
e r a t e d 
by Don 
M o o r e , 
f o r m e r 
Arkansas 
pastor and 
r e t i r e d 
executive 
director of 
the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC). Prayer time by at-
tendees was prefaced by bibli-
cal insights from a number of 
Arkansas ministers. Worship 
times were led by Bart Morri-
son, minister of music at Hot 

Springs Baptist Church.
“We’re serious,” Moore told 

those present. 
“We’re talking about saving 

a nation,” he said, pointing to 
reports of Christianity being 
under siege across the globe.

“There 
may be 
a time 
w h e n 
there are 
no more 
C h r i s -
tians in 
I r a q , ” 
M o o r e 
s a i d . 
“Our own 
country is 
under as-
sault.”

Ministers speaking at the 
event were Manley Beasley Jr., 
senior pastor of Hot Springs 
Baptist Church; Gerald Taylor 
of Malvern, a retired Arkan-
sas pastor; Bill Elliff, senior 
teaching pastor at The Sum-

mit Church, North Little 
Rock; John McCallum, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, and Greg Addison, 
ABSC associate executive di-
rector. 

After speakers addressed 
a topic, Moore would lead a 
time of guided introspection. 
For example, after Taylor 
spoke on the need for repen-
tance, Moore led attendees 
to ask God to reveal their sin, 

to humbly admit and confess 
their sin, to ask God to help 
them make amends of their 
sin and, finally, to ask God 
to help them stay away from 
temptation. 

“Attendees spent blocks of 
time praying about revival in 
our churches and awakening 
in our nation,” said Moore. 

“When and how revival will 

HOLD FAST – Kiersten Harper (center), a student from New Site Baptist Church 
in Monett, Mo., leads her team in a team building exercise during recreation at 
Camp Siloam’s Hold Fast retreat held Oct. 17-19. See story, Page 10.

Thanksgiving O� ering bene� ts Children’s Home
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

HARRISON – Sixteen-year-
old Carson* admits his life 
was headed in the wrong di-
rection before he arrived at 
the Arkansas Baptist Boys 
Ranch earlier this year.

“I was doing things that I 
should not have been doing, 
... and my life was not very 
good,” said Carson, one of 
32 residents of the Harrison 
ranch, a ministry of the Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Minis-
tries (ABCHomes).

Carson came to the ranch 
from a dysfunctional and 
abusive home life. At the 
time, he was also failing in 

school and hanging out with a 
“bad crowd.” 

But thanks to the ministry 
at the ABCHomes’ organiza-
tion, which is committed to 
helping change lives of chil-

dren and teens in crisis, Car-
son now is doing very well in 
school and has made lots of 
new friends. He beams when 
he talks about how his life has 
been transformed.

“Not too many people ... 
like me get a second chance,” 
shared Carson, adding, “The 
ranch has provided that for 
me. I am very thankful.”

Providing a loving home 
for hurting and needy chil-
dren like Carson is the 
goal of ABCHomes, which 
raises much of its support 
through an annual Thanks-
giving Offering, tradition-
ally observed by Arkansas 
Baptist churches since 
1908. The theme of the 
2104 offering is Together, 

We are Changing Lives.
“The Thanksgiving Of-

fering is our largest annual 
promotion for both our 

See SENIORS page 9 See FLOYD page 2

See ALCOHOL page 3

See ABCHOMES page 10

Floyd

Manley Beasley Jr., pastor of Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, prays with others Oct. 9. Photo by Bob 
Brown, Hot Springs Baptist Church

Cabot church dedicates building
10-year building project

Briarwood 
dedication
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“Regardless of the nature 
of communications they want 
from the pastors and churches, 
this … is a clear attempt to si-
lence the voice of the Church 
in Houston, Texas, America, 
and the world,” Floyd wrote.

The free live simulcast, to 
be held at Grace Church in 
Houston, will focus on “the 
freedom to live out our faith 
free of government intrusion 
or monitoring,” the website 
istandsunday.com said.

“We will stand with pas-
tors and churches in Houston, 
Texas, who have been unduly 
intimidated by the city’s Mayor 
in demanding they hand over 
private church communica-
tion,” the site said.

Among others slated to 
speak are former Arkansas 
Governor Mike Huckabee, 
Family Research Council Pres-
ident Tony Perkins, “Duck 

Dynasty’s” Phil and Alan Rob-
ertson, Todd Starnes of Fox 
News and Vision America 
President Rick Scarborough. 
The list of speakers also in-
cludes David and Jason Ben-
ham, whose show – scheduled 
to air this fall on the Home & 
Garden Television network – 
was canceled in May after the 
Benhams’ Christian views on 
abortion and same-sex mar-
riage were publicized by gay 
activists.

Religious liberty is one issue 
Baptists must not be silent on, 
Floyd said in his blog.

“Southern Baptist family, 
we must rise up together and 
be clear in Houston and be-
yond,” he said. “While many 
in mainline denominations 
will shy away from this discus-
sion, and some evangelicals 
may also be silent, as Baptists, 
we must rise up and be very 
clear.”

Pointing to the Baptist Faith 
and Message, Floyd stated 
Southern Baptists “believe that 

the state owes every church 
protection and freedom in the 
pursuit of its spiritual end.”

Floyd added, “God alone 
is the Lord of the conscience 
and Government has no right 
to manipulate or intimidate 
any of us regarding religious 
conviction and practice.

“Southern Baptists have 
always stood tall for religious 
liberty. Our heritage is stacked 
high with heroes who have 
stood in tough times, defend-
ing religious liberty. We de-
fend religious liberty at home 
and across the world.”

On Oct. 17, Baptist Press 
reported Baptists – even those 
firmly divided on various theo-
logical issues – were united 
by Houston Mayor Annise 
Parker’s subpoenas to a group 
of pastors who opposed the 
Houston Equal Rights Ordi-
nance, known as HERO to the 
measure’s supporters.

In HERO, the words “sex-
ual orientation” and “gender 
identity” have been added to a 

list of protected classifications, 
such as race, religion, sex and 
disability.

Opponents of the Hous-
ton ordinance, according to 
news reports, are concerned it 
will violate the religious free-
dom of business owners and 
others who disagree with the 
measure. They also fear it will 
make women and children vul-
nerable to sexual predators by 
permitting people to use pub-
lic restrooms of the gender 
they identify with rather than 
those of their natural gender.

Floyd urged Baptists to ex-
press support and commit to 
pray for the five ministers who 
are involved in the subpoenas 
by using #4Houston5 through 
social media.

For more information and 
updates on “I Stand Sunday” 
and how one’s church can get 
involved, visit istandsunday.
com. See Floyd’s full blog post 
at ronniefloyd.com. To view 
the live simulcast on Nov. 2 go 
to www.istandsunday.com.

Cross Church college ministry in yearlong revival
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

FAYETTEVILLE – College 
attendance stats at Cross 
Church, Fayetteville, read al-
most like the yellowed pages 
of an 1800s revival newspaper 
clipping. Last year their mid-
week service averaged 100. Be-
ginning Sept. 2013, 20 visitors 
came, then 30, then 40 and 
then 100. 

“I had no clue where they 
came from,” said Noe Garcia, 
Cross Church Fayetteville col-
legiate minister since 2013. 
“Some nights when I’d give an 
invitation, 15 to 20 students 
gave their lives to Christ and 
10 got baptized on 
the spot. When you 
have nights like that, 
students left and 
they’d tweet all night 
long about it; they’re 
just on a spiritual 
high.” 

A spiritual high 
like that must be 
emotional – a short-
circuited f luke, 
right? 

“We’ve gone to 
doing two services,” 
Garcia said. “We had 
796 last Wednesday 
(Oct. 8),” Garcia said.

Over the last year, he count-
ed 125 salvations and 75 bap-
tisms.

“It’s an incredible thing in 

terms of growth,” said Gar-
cia. “I’m not even sure how it 
happened, honestly. The only 
thing I can attribute it to, and 
it sounds cliche, but it’s a God 
thing.

“We’ve seen students who 
are drastically changed by 
Christ reach out and share the 
gospel,” Garcia said. “It’s stu-
dents reaching students. The 
Great Commission works.”

Pastor Nick Floyd agrees. 
“In an age where many col-

lege students are away from 
home for the first time and 
making poor decisions, we are 
seeing God develop a new gen-
eration of believers and church 
members who are ready to do 

whatever it takes to fulfill the 
Great Commission,” he said.

One such student is John-
Mark Vaughan. Vaughan, 
a former “missionary kid” 

whose parents still serve in 
India, leads a weekly small 
group Bible study. Forty other 
Cross Church upperclassmen 
also lead Bible studies Monday 

through Thursday 
in homes and on 
the campuses of 
the University of 
Arkansas, John 
Brown University 
and Northwest 
Arkansas Com-
munity College.

Vaughan said 
his group mostly 
consists of nonbe-
lievers from coun-
tries like Brazil, 
China and South 
Africa.

“What you 
see at C3 (Cross Church Col-
lege), is the result of prayer 
and investing in people and 
really caring about their lives,” 
Vaughan said.

Garcia labels upperclass-
men like Vaughan “influenc-
ers,” “persons of peace” strate-
gically placed on their campus 
by God “for a reason.”

He guesses 150 Cross 
Church “unofficial student 
leaders” share Christ regularly. 

God continues to add num-
bers through the power of 
prayer and personal Wednes-
day night testimonies. 

“Former drug users, porn 
addicts, molested persons and 
rape victims have testified to 
Christ’s victory over sin and 
power in restoration,” Garcia 
said.

“We are all amazed at what 
God is doing through the col-
lege ministry,” Floyd wrote in 
an email. “It truly is a move of 
God that we have been unable 
to explain.”

 Lisa Falknor is the northwest 
Arkansas regional correspondent 
for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Since Sept. 2013, 125 college students have accepted Christ and 75 were baptized.  
Student leader John-Mark Vaughan (below right) eats with Cross Church College 
minister, Noe Garcia, at a local restaurant. Garcia and his staff meet with 50 student 
leaders a week encouraging them to share the gospel on their campuses.

Patterson cleared in
Muslim student dispute
FORT WORTH, Texas 
– The trustees of South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary affirmed the 
school’s president, Paige 
Patterson, after an inves-
tigation of his decision to 
admit a Muslim student 
into the school’s doctoral  
program, the Religious 
News Service (RNS) re-
ported. Patterson, one of 
the most revered South-
ern Baptist figures and an 
architect of the Southern 
Baptist Conservative Re-
surgence a generation ago, 
faced heavy criticism from 
some Baptists who accused 
him of violating seminary 
admission standards. “We 
join with our fellow South-
ern Baptists in apprecia-
tion for and admiration 
of the evangelistic heart of 
our president, Paige Pat-
terson,” the trustee board 
said in a statement Oct. 
22, RNS reported.

‘Greatest world threats’
detailed on Pew survey
WASHINGTON – The 
2014 Pew Research Glob-
al Attitudes survey in 44 
countries asked which 
among five dangers was 
considered to be the 
“greatest threat to the 
world.” The survey rev-
eled many in the Middle 
East said religious and 
ethnic hatred was the 
greatest threat, while Eu-
ropeans tended to choose 
inequality. Africans are 
more concerned with 
AIDS and other infec-
tious diseases, while scat-
tered countries, many 
with good reason, chose 
the spread of nuclear 
weapons or pollution and 
environmental problems 
as the top danger, said 
Pew Research. For more 
information and results 
from other aspects of the 
survey from the Pew’s 
Global Attitudes Project, 
visit their website at pew-
global.org.
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Mason encouraged by God’s work in Arkansas
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

JONESBORO – Jonesboro is 
the largest city in northeast 
Arkansas and the fifth largest 
city in the state. In addition to 
functioning as an agricultural 
hub for the region, Jonesboro 
is also home to northeast Ar-
kansas’ largest medical com-
munity and Arkansas State 
University, the 
state’s second larg-
est university.

Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, has grown and 
evolved with the quickly 
changing city. The church now 
has four campuses in order to 
reach Jonesboro’s diverse pop-
ulation with the love of Christ.

While Central Baptist has 
multiple church plants with 
which they cooper-
ate, the church pre-
fers to expand in the 
form of new campus-
es when possible.

Archie Mason, 
senior pastor of 
Central Baptist and 
president of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), 
said that the major 
reason he has led 
Central Baptist to expand into 
multiple campuses instead of 
only planting completely new 
congregations is the fact that 
campuses expand the congre-

gation while retaining a uni-
fied mission.

“The beauty of a campus 
model with us and our DNA 
is we are evangelistic. We are 
going to exegete the text and 
preach expositionally, we are 
going to break it down verse by 
verse and word by word, we are 
going to ask people to repent, 
we are going to preach the 
hard subjects: homosexuality, 

divorce, abortion,” 
said Mason.

Mason said that 
when Central Baptist adds a 
campus, that new campus car-
ries with it Central Baptist’s 
DNA, which allows it to not 
only avoid much of the iden-
tity issues associated with 
young church plants, but also 
to more quickly and efficiently 
focus on reaching people for 

Christ.
“In a campus, we 

resource it out of 
here. Nobody sways 
it or pulls it. It is a 
solid DNA,” said 
Mason. “We grow 
it quicker and faster 
than a plant. … We 
are one church, just 
in different loca-
tions.”

At Central Bap-
tist, each campus has a teach-
ing pastor, so in the event that 
something happens to Mason, 
they are set up to become their 
own churches at any time. 

Every campus re-
ceives the same message, and 
Mason and the other teach-
ing pastors study together on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays when 
preparing each week’s sermon.

Mason said that while Cen-
tral Baptist believes in the 
multicampus model, they also 
believe in planting churches.

“We plant churches. … 
We’ve got one in Spokane 
(Wash.) and Seattle, and we 
are planting one with Ben 
Mandrell (pastor of Storyline 
Fellowship in Avada, Colo.) in 
Denver. Those are plants. We 
funnel money, but we also do 
mission trips up there,” said 
Mason. 

“If someone said let’s go 
to Kennett (Mo.) and plant 
a church, I’d go, ‘No, let’s go 
to Kennett and plant a cam-
pus.’ … I come back to, we can 
launch them faster, quicker, re-
source them and see more peo-
ple saved in this route. And 
that is what we are about,” the 
pastor said.

Mason said that as a local 
church pastor in Arkansas and 
as the current president of the 
ABSC, he is more excited than 
he has ever been about what 
God is doing across the state.

Mason said many large 
churches often lose focus of 
the importance of cooperation 
with local associations, their 
state convention or national 
Southern Baptist agencies 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram due to the fact that they 
don’t rely on their services as 
much as many smaller church-
es do. He said every church, 
regardless of size, must under-
stand that Southern Baptists 
can do more when working 
together.

“Do I want to give to help 
support the church in south-
ern Arkansas that I’m not 
going to have an impact or 
influence on? … Yes, because 
we need to reach those folks 
down there. ... We are in this 
thing together. Do I believe 
we need to give to support 
other churches? Yes. And the 
Cooperative Program is that 
funnel.”

In regard to the future 
of God’s work in Arkansas, 
Mason said Arkansas Baptists 
have the opportunity to fill 
churches up and see many peo-
ple saved. He said giving and 
the pressures of persecution 
will most likely be challenges 
for the Church in Arkansas in 
coming years.

“It’s going to make church-
es and people decide whether 
they are going to preach the 
truth or not,” said Mason. “I 
have faith in the Lord; I just 
don’t have faith in people.”

Mason said regardless of the 
size of the church, people are 
hungry for community and 
truth in their church. He said 
every church should focus on 
being welcoming to everyone 
in their town or city without 
condoning sin in order to be 
that place of community.

Mason said he has been en-
couraged by Arkansas Baptists 
from across the state over the 
past year he has served as presi-
dent.  

“I have been encouraged 
being able to be in the Bap-
tist building and really know 
hands-on what’s taking place. 
… I am just encouraged,” said 
Mason.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
ALCOHOL
Nov. 4 election was July 4, 
but supporters of the measure 
missed the deadline when they 
made their first submission of 
signatures on July 7.

The Arkansas News Bureau 
reported the court said in an 
opinion written by Justice 
Karen Baker that the secretary 
of state’s office was correct in 
setting July 7 as the deadline 
because both Amendment 51 
to the state constitution and 
Arkansas Code Annotated 7-1-
108 states, “If an election law 
deadline occurs on a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday, the 
deadline shall be the next day 
which is not a Saturday, Sun-
day or legal holiday.”

The Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette reported representatives 
for The Arkansas Alcoholic 
Beverage Amendment petition 
submitted 84,969 signatures 
for verification July 7, the final 

day signatures were accepted. 
The petition requires 78,133 
signatures to be placed on the 
ballot.

Larry Page, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, said earlier 
this year that reasons for fight-
ing the statewide alcohol mea-
sure are not simply faith-based, 
but also are practical.

“There are many legitimate 
and commonsense reasons to 
leave the law as it is. … If the 
statewide alcohol initiative is 
passed, local control will be 
taken away. The end result 
is that a few populous coun-
ties – counties that are already 
‘wet’ – will decide the fate of 
rural and less populated coun-
ties that are ‘dry’ and want to 
remain dry,” said Page.

Of the 75 counties in Ar-
kansas, 37 are considered dry 
counties, according to the 
Arkansas Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board. Some areas 
within Arkansas’ wet counties 
are also considered dry.

Mason

Attendees visit before 
a service at Central 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , 
Jonesboro’s recently 
completed Journey 
campus. People wor-
ship during a service 
held at the Journey 
campus (right).

PART TWO OF TWO

Former IMB missionary
pleads guilty to fraud
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) –
Former Southern Baptist 
missionary Brady Nurse 
pleaded guilty Oct. 21 in 
a federal court to fraudu-
lently obtaining approxi-
mately $300,000 in mis-
sion funds over a period 
of five years while working 
as a logis-
tics and 
business 
coordina-
tor for 
the Inter-
national 
M i s s i o n 
B o a r d 
(IMB) in 
Portugal. 
Nurse, 37, who resigned 
as a missionary in January, 
could face up to 20 years 
in prison, a fine of up to 
$250,000 and an order to 
make full restitution of the 
money he took. Sentenc-
ing is scheduled for Jan. 
21, 2015, by U.S. District 
Judge James R. Spencer. 
Nurse and his wife, An-
drea, were appointed IMB 
missionaries in March 
2006. His wire fraud activ-
ity was discovered earlier 
this year by internal audit-
ing procedures.

Transgender firings
spur Obama lawsuits
WASHINGTON (BP) 
– The Obama adminis-
tration is suing two busi-
nesses – a funeral home 
and an eye clinic – for 
firing employees who 
were “transitioning” from 
male to female. Lawsuits 
filed by the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) al-
lege that the companies 
violated the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act’s prohibition 
against discrimination on 
the basis of a person’s sex. 
The EEOC has pursued 
protections for transgen-
dered workers under the 
Civil Rights Act’s Title 
VII prohibition against 
sex discrimination and 
harassment.

Nurse
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an “I Stand Sunday” simulcast Nov. 2 
as a way to alert churches and pastors 
of the threat such action poses to reli-
gious freedom.

“Regardless of the 
nature of commu-
nications they want 
from the pastors 
and churches, this 
… is a clear attempt 
to silence the voice 
of the Church in 
Houston, Texas, 
America, and the 
world,” Floyd wrote 
Oct. 20 on his blog, 

ronniefloyd.com.
I agree with Floyd that the subpoe-

nas are a “blatant example of govern-
mental overreach.” The decision must 
be challenged.

H ere we go. The first openly ho-
mosexual mayor of a major city 

is attempting to intimidate pastors 
from preaching truth from the Word 
of God.

It should be no 
surprise to anyone 
this is happening 
on the heels of 
major and historic 
wins by same-sex 
marriage advocates 
this past year.

Outrage re-
sulting from the 
Houston mayor’s 
subpoena of pastor sermons has been 
swift and a wake-up call for churches 
in Houston and across the country.

It has prompted the Family Re-
search Council and Arkansas pastor 
and Southern Baptist Convention 
President Ronnie Floyd to schedule 

It’s time Christians stand firm for what they believe

Volume 113, Number 22 
USPS08021
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of State Baptist Publications

and
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‘Houston, we have a (1st Amendment) problem’
The subpoena of sermon materi-

als in the litigation in Houston, 
Texas, is yet another moment of 
shock for Christians in America. 
That shock is not evidence of the 
rise of evil as much as the revelation 
of how little the Church compre-
hends what has happened while we 
slept. We must quickly move beyond 
shock to biblical understanding and 
action. 

First, every believer must become 
a prayer warrior for revival. Do 
we need any more evidence that 
America needs a true spiritual awak-
ening? This is far more a spiritual 
issue than a legal one. The Bible 
commands us to pray both for our 
government and our nation, and 
the Church as a whole has failed in 
this responsibility. We can fail no 
longer.

Second, we must realize we have 
lost the culture due to our own 
failure to evangelize. It now is in-
evitable that homosexual marriages 
will be validated as a legal matter. 

We must acknowledge that this situ-
ation is not the fault of the court sys-
tem, liberal politicians or any other 
cause. Simply put, we live in a lost cul-
ture because we have not led enough 
people to faith in Christ. The moral 
decline will change only when people 
are changed through Jesus Christ. We 
must respond by a 
true, biblical com-
mitment to evange-
lism. 

Third, we must 
confess as sin our 
failure to be salt 
and light. The 
evidence is indisput-
able that we abdicat-
ed our role in mak-
ing a case for truth – the voting rate 
among Christians is low; those who 
do vote, vote their own pocketbook as 
much as for biblical values; preachers 
are afraid to preach the biblical case 
for marriage, life at conception and 
the freedom to share freely the gospel 
in the marketplace, and preachers 

who do are often attacked by church 
members. Elected officials report they 
never hear from believers until after 
something has already gone wrong. We 
have lost this issue, as well as others, 
because we are not in the conversa-
tion. We are going to lose the freedom 
to exercise our faith if we do not exer-

cise our faith.  
Fourth, we must 

make the case that 
God’s way is the 
best way – that is 
what it means to be 
salt and light. Tradi-
tionally, the church 
has been compla-
cent while society 
debates issues such 

as homosexual marriage, prayer in 
schools and abortion. When we lose, 
we then scream about being denied 
rights that we barely exercised and rail 
against “vile sinners” and the “sinful 
culture.” This is not the role God envi-
sioned for the Church.  

Instead, we are to show that God’s 

design is the best way to a lost so-
ciety searching for answers. It is 
unquestionable that God designed 
marriage and His design blesses in-
dividuals, children and society.  We 
should join the public discussion 
with passion and commitment as ad-
vocates of God’s design. Too many 
Christians are quick to say homo-
sexuality is a sin, but are completely 
unable to explain the abundant 
blessings of God’s plan. Preaching is 
pointing out both man’s sin and the 
good news! 

It is time to be the Church Jesus 
redeemed us to be. Pray, vote, advo-
cate God’s design, take a stand, run 
for office, financially support Chris-
tians who run for office, lead your 
church to work with crisis pregnancy 
centers and share the gospel as often 
as possible. That is the biblical re-
sponse.

Greg Addison, a former attorney and 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot, is 
associate executive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention.
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A lesson from recent weather-related tragedies

Expected restFamily Matters
What distinguishes Baptists  
from other denominations?

Baptists possess several key be-
liefs that separate them from 

other Christian groups. Although 
none of these doctrines is exclu-
sively Baptist, the combination of 
these beliefs often separates Bap-
tists from other denominations.

The Bible as the sole authority 
for faith and practice. Baptists are 
a people of the 
Book, and they 
search the Scrip-
tures for their 
beliefs in God, 
salvation and the 
Church.

Local church 
autonomy. “Bap-
tist Headquarters” 
is neither in Nashville, nor Little 
Rock; it is found in the local 
church. Baptists work in coopera-
tion with each other.

An experiential faith. No one 
can be saved because of their 
parents, their church or their ac-
tivities. Each person must have a 
personal relationship with Jesus.

A symbolic meaning of baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. Because 
the Church cannot save anyone, 
baptism (by immersion) and the 
elements of the Lord’s Supper (the 
bread and the juice) are symbolic.

The priesthood of all believers. 
Baptist polity is congregational: 
one person, one vote. No vote is 
greater or less than another. Offi-
cers in the church should never be 
power mongers, but servants.

A regenerate church member-
ship. Baptist churches are com-
posed of people who have trusted 
Christ as their Lord and Savior 
and who have received believer’s 
baptism by immersion. Baptism 
is not necessary for salvation, but 
necessary for church membership.

Complete religious liberty. For 
nearly all of American history, 
Baptists have been a minority. 
Consequently, they have always 
been against a state-endorsed 
church or religion.

The separation of Church and 
state. Although they should be 
separate, they should be coopera-
tive. Most Baptists feel obliged to 
governmental involvement, at the 
very least through voting.

Because few Baptist church 
members know the above distinc-
tives or their reasons, churches 
should take time to study them. 
Doing so will strengthen their con-
gregations.

Ken Gore is chairman of the depart-
ment of Christian Studies at Williams 
Baptist College.

L ast month I mentioned that God has been teaching 
me a good deal about rest. I love that the learning 

never stops. He builds on each lesson, continually growing 
me. The more I learn, the more I see how much I have left 
to learn. 

Discovering the depths of rest is no exception. 
In addition to the surprising lesson that rest is relational, 

God is showing me more and more that 
rest is expected. I suppose in the true na-
ture of biblical instruction, I should say 
that rest is commanded, for that is the 
reality. Either way, rest is not an option. 

But I am just beginning to understand 
why God expects us to take rest seri-
ously. 

What keeps us from resting? I asked 
myself that question recently, and I was 
not too fond of the answer: A lack of trust prevents my 
rest. 

Far too often, I resemble the children of Israel wander-
ing in the desert. They grumbled about the lack of food, 
so God sent them manna. But He told them to collect the 
manna in a certain way. Five days out of every week they 
were commanded to collect only what they needed for that 
day. On the sixth day, their collection was to be enough for 
two days. 

It was illogical. It was improbable. Why would manna 

that did not last more than 24 hours five days a week last 
48 hours on the sixth day? Had I been among the Israel-
ites, I probably would have obeyed. But I can guarantee 
you I would have been very skeptical that first week. Even 
if I took God at His word, it would not have been easy. 

But He said to rest on the Sabbath. And He never gives 
a command or holds an expectation without providing the 

means for obedience. 
That is as true for me today as it was 

for the Israelites then. God expects me to 
rest, and He will always provide the way 
for me to accomplish it. 

What about the work I am behind on? 
What about the little things that have not 
been done during the week because of 
other obligations? What about the expec-
tations upon me? What if I let someone 

down? What if I do not get something done? 
Yes, God even has provision for those. 
If I choose to not rest, it is because I do not trust Him 

to take care of everything just as He said He would. And 
believe me, it feels as improbable, illogical and unlikely as 
the preservation of manna. But it is just as expected for me 
as it was for them. 

May we trust Him enough to obey and rest. 
Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 

Church, Almyra.

R ecently, the Eastern coastal city Vishakhapatnam, 
Andhra Pradesh, India, was devastated by Hudhud, 

the worst cyclone in their history, which attacked for more 
than six hours with wind gusts in excess of 180 mph. My 
staff and I have monitored the situation closely as TCWM 
(Tom Cox World Ministries) has staff, mission partners 
and an American backpacking team with boots on the 
ground near Vishakhapatnam.

A city of 2 million, Vishakhapatnam boasts a large ship-
ping port, manufacturing plants, a growing economy and a 
strong workforce. As weather warnings were broadcast, vir-
tually no one had a reference point for 
how bad Hudhud would be. Evacuation 
orders and weather warning announce-
ments flooded radio and TV stations. 
Yet it seemed everyone went about their 
daily business. 

When Hudhud made landfall, the 
Vishakhapatnam Steel Plant was run-
ning its blast furnaces at full capacity – 
believing the workers and manufactur-
ing equipment were safe inside the fortress-like structure. 
What they did not anticipate is that the electricity would 
go off and stay off for days. The once molten steel in the 
blast furnace manufacturing equipment is now cooled 
and solidified. Most of the equipment is ruined beyond 
repair, putting the factory out of commission for at least 
six months. Upper management is being blamed for not 
heeding the warnings.

As the cyclone swung north, reverse currents carried 
large amounts of moisture to the mountains of Nepa 
where hikers and backpackers were enjoying the beauti-
ful, fair weather. As the moisture collided with the cold 

mountain air, the result was a storm that dumped an un-
precedented 6 feet of snowfall in just a matter of hours. 
Tragically, many hikers and backpackers were buried alive, 
prompting a Nepalese mountain guide to say, “They are 
not likely to be found anytime soon.” Even the most expe-
rienced mountaineers had no reference point for the rapid 
snowfall. Nobody imagined it could really be that bad.

Currently, there are cultural and political storms that 
are more than threatening the Christian landscape of 
America. The difficulty is that our churches have little to 
no reference point for the potential devastation. There are 

many people sounding alarms, but whom 
should we believe? Most of us certainly 
do not want to be associated with “those 
radical alarmists” – nevertheless, there are 
warning signs that our North American 
Christian landscape is about to undergo 
changes that few of us ever anticipated. 

Who would have ever dreamed that the 
Houston mayor would issue a subpoena 
demanding that a group of pastors turn 

over their sermon notes dealing with homosexuality and 
gender identity? Or thought that Christian churches in 
Indiana would be threatened and have their buildings de-
faced by Muslim extremists? 

As the storms rapidly approach, we must be committed 
to not just preserving our church culture, turning inward 
and waiting for the storms to blow over; but rather, we 
must be committed to leading our churches to be living 
like Jesus, loving like Jesus and leaving a legacy of Jesus – a 
legacy of well-equipped disciples who will go and do like-
wise. 

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

ANSWERING
HIS CALL

Eric Ramsey

The simulcast will focus on “the freedom to live out 
our faith free of government intrusion or monitoring,” 
the website istandsunday.com said. It will feature Floyd 
and other leaders (see related story, Page 1).

Freedom-loving Americans shouldn’t be surprised these 
things are beginning to occur in our country, having elected so 
many politicians whose ideology is to reshape our culture.

However, God is in control and knew this day would come 
long ago. 

Now is the time for the Church to be the Church and to 
stand for what’s right and witness to the Truth of Jesus Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkansas Baptist News.

continued from page 4
STAND FIRM
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Briarwood Baptist, Cabot, dedicates 10-year building project
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

CABOT – It’s not that unusu-
al for a church to celebrate the 
completion of a new building, 
but it is unusual to celebrate 
the completion of a building 
that took more than 10 years 
to build.

During a special service 
Oct. 12, the Briarwood Bap-
tist Church family in Cabot 
gathered together to celebrate 
their journey and to officially 
dedicate their new Christian 
Life Center. Ron Raines is pas-
tor of the church, which was 
a church plant of First Baptist 
Church, Cabot.

David Willard, minister of 
music at Briarwood, served as 
master of ceremonies, walking 
around the large gymnasium 
with a wireless microphone, 
giving members and former 
members an opportunity to 
share.

One of those people was 
Pat Friedline, referred 
to as “Mrs. Briar-
wood” by many at 
the church, who initi-
ated Wednesday night 
meals to pay for much 
of the commercial 
quality kitchen appli-
ances. Also sharing 
was Randy Russell, 
Brotherhood direc-
tor and leader of the 
building construction 
team. Russell is the 
church’s resident “rib 
king,” who cooked meat for 
the dedication service meal 
and many other meals lead-
ing up to the service. Russell’s 
challenge was simply, “Pulling 
Together to Build.”

A common theme of the 

for Him. Praise God!
“To see it filled with people 

and to see God use it, I just 
praise God for being a part 
of it,” he told members and 

guests, adding, “So 
many people gave, and 
gave sacrificially” (to 
complete the build-
ing).

Nailbenders for 
Jesus, a ministry of the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, played 
an important role in 
the construction proj-
ect, as did the thou-
sands of hours put 
in by members of the 
church. 

By May 2006, Crown Metal 
Buildings of Cabot had com-
pleted the metal work and 
bricklayers were busy doing 
brickwork. Nailbenders came 
to do work on interior walls. 
While space does not allow 

evening was thanking and 
praising God for guiding the 
church through visioning, 
construction and completion 
of the building, which is now 
valued at more than $2 mil-
lion. Originally proposed by a 
former member at a business 
meeting in December 2004, 
the building seemed like a 
daunting task – especially for a 
church with about 40 families, 
said member Karla Lee.

“But with enough prayer, 
the church was finally con-
vinced to go for it. After many 
meetings and two different ar-
chitects, we were finally ready 
to begin construction,” she 
said.

Fred Reddoch, former Bri-
arwood pastor, challenged the 
church to start the project in 
2005, sharing a quote from 
Haggai 1:8 (KJV), “Go up 
to the mountain, and bring 
wood, and build the house; 
and I will take pleasure in it, 
and I will be glorified, saith 

the Lord.”
Reddoch, who attended the 

dedication service, said, “It’s 
all for His glory! It’s why we 
built; it’s why we teach and 
preach; it’s why we sing; it’s 
why we cook and clean. It’s all 

all phases of the construction 
project to be recounted here, 
through the work of Nailbend-
ers and many volunteers, the 
building was 75 percent com-
pleted by 2007. 

Through the years, the 
church received three partial 
occupancy permits, which re-
stricted full use of the build-
ing. After completion of re-
cent construction, the church 
received its final certificate of 
occupancy in August 2014, 
said Lee. In addition to the 
gymnasium and commercial 
kitchen, the building features 
multiple Sunday school class-
rooms, a children’s area and 
youth meeting and recreation 
areas.

“Our prayer is that we 
will use this facility of almost 
18,000 square feet to minister, 
educate, meet needs of the 
community and as an outreach 
to those who are unsaved and/

or not affiliated with any other 
church,” said Raines, who has 
been pastor of the church for 
about a year and a half.

For more photos of the Bri-
arwood Christian Life Center, 
the dedication service and 
a video of musical entertain-
ment, visit arkansasbaptist.
org/briarwoodbuilds.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Cars are parked outside the Briarwood Baptist Church Christian Life Center (above). 
Pat Friedline (right) holds large scissors for ribbon cutting. David Willard (below), 
minister of music, serves as master of ceremonies. Photos by Tim Yarbrough
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Al Mohler speaks at Levy Baptist’s ‘Baptist History Day’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
“This is a day dedicated to 
Baptist history, which would 
be an entire waste of time 
if all we were con-
cerned about is his-
tory,” said R. Albert 
Mohler Jr., president 
of The Southern Bap-
tist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, Ky.

Mohler taught 
Sunday school and 
presented a mes-
sage at Levy Baptist 
Church, North Little 
Rock, Sept. 14 as part of the 
church’s annual “Baptist His-
tory Day.”

“There are two besetting 
sins of the Christian life. One 
of them is to stay focused on 
the past and the other is to 
forget it,” said Mohler. “We’ve 

got to live in between those 
two tensions.”

Mohler said that Christians 
should learn from history but 
live outside of it.

“The greater danger, ac-
cording to Scripture, is not the 

desire to go back but 
the desire to forget it 
ever happened,” said 
Mohler.

Mohler said the 
Church that we rec-
ognize today was es-
tablished by Christ 
in Matthew 16.

“There isn’t a 
Church until Mat-
thew 16, and after 

Matthew 16, the most impor-
tant reality on planet earth is 
the Church of the Lord Jesus,” 
said Mohler. “In this passage,  
we have three essential marks 
of the Church. … Where these 
three marks are found there 
is a church and where any of 

these three marks is absent 
there is no church no matter 
what it may call itself.”

Mohler said the first mark 
of a church is truth.

“Baptists understood that. 
When Baptists sought to make 
sure that our churches were 
rightly ordered, the first issue 
is always truth,” said Mohler.

Mohler said Christians  are 
living in a time where they  
“can’t trust a steeple.” He said 
many “churches” today have 
lost the essential marks, which 
are necessary to be a church, 
including denying orthodox 
Christian truth.

“Baptists were willing to be 
persecuted for the good of the 
truth,” said Mohler. “Baptists 
understood the importance of 
separating from a church that 
wouldn’t teach the truth.”

Mohler said the second 
mark of a church is power. 
According to Mohler, the 

church’s mark of power is the 
power over death that we re-
ceive from Christ instead of 
a physical power focused on 
worldly success or domination.

Mohler said the third mark 
of the church is authority. The 
Church must be a place of 
authority in which Christians 
can seek guidance and direc-
tion in how to understand and 

live out the teachings of God’s 
Word.

“If we are truly Baptist, we 
don’t go back to a text on Bap-
tist history. We don’t go back 
to even trace Baptist history. 
We go back to where Jesus 
said, ‘Here’s a church.’ ... And 
we do our very best to be faith-
ful until Jesus comes,” said 
Mohler.

Engage24 encourages evangelism
COLLEGIANS took part 
Oct. 14 in Engage24, a 24-
hour period set aside for 
collegians to engage those 
around them with the gospel. 

“Engage24 has gotten 
great traction in Arkansas 
and across the nation,” said 
David James, team leader for 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention collegiate and 
young leaders team.

Ronnie Floyd, Southern 
Baptist Convention president 
and Arkansas pastor, urged 
Southern Baptists of all ages 
to join collegians in sharing 
the gospel on Oct. 14.

“We never lose when col-
legians and churches share 
with others the good news of 
Jesus,” James said. “To see it 
focus on one day has revealed 
exponential results.”

Mohler
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Todd, oldest living member of Palestine Baptist, celebrates 100 years
Jessica Vanderpool 
Arkansas Baptist News

QUITMAN – Charles 
“Ochiel” Todd remembers a 
time when poultry and eggs 
could be traded for merchan-
dise and when his uncle ped-
dled goods from a truck. Todd 
was born more than 100 years 
ago – on July 4, 1914 – near 
what is now Greers Ferry; and 
he has been active in the Bap-
tist church most of his life. 

In fact, he is the oldest liv-
ing member of Palestine Bap-
tist Church, Quitman. He has 
been a member of Palestine 
Baptist for more than 75 years 
and has served as a deacon 
most of that time.

“He’s a real nice guy, and 
he’s a good spiritual fellow,” 
said Tommy Shaw, a deacon 
at Palestine Baptist who has 
known Todd for decades. “He 
does things to help people, 
and ... he’s just a good per-
son.”

Todd, who is the second of 
nine children, was saved “in a 
brush arbor behind the school 
building” during a revival and 
was then baptized in the river.

“I was active in church work 
until I went to Heber Spring to 
attend high school,” he said. 

“I went through the ninth 
grade in the Heber Springs 
school. Then we moved back 

to Pearson, where my grand-
parents owned a general mer-
chandise store with my Uncle 
Archie.”

That’s when Todd began 
helping with his uncle’s ped-
dling truck route, exchang-
ing merchandise for eggs and 
poultry during 
the Great De-
pression when 
money  was 
scarce. They 
would take the 
poultry products 
to Memphis, 
Tenn., once a 
week and buy 
merchandise for 
the store.

Todd finished 
high school in 
1936 and went 
on to do office 
m a n a g e m e n t 
and bookkeeping work.

He said he comes from a 
close-knit family. He was mar-
ried to his wife, Jessie, who 
died in 2008, and they had a 
son, John Todd. Along with 
his son and many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and 
other family members, he has 
three surviving younger sib-
lings: Juanita Birdsong, Wayne 
Todd and Mary Lou Verser. 

Birdsong attends Higden 
United Pentecostal Church, 
Higden; Wayne Todd attends 

South Side Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, and Verser at-
tends First Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs.

Wayne Todd also had a 
birthday recently. He celebrat-
ed his 90th birthday with his 
family, friends and church 

members at a 
luncheon in his 
honor. He serves as 
a deacon at South 
Side Baptist and 
has been a member 
there for 61 years. 
Elwin Ollar, pastor 
of South Side pre-
sented him with a 
plaque.

Vernita Carr, 
Birdsong’s daugh-
ter, noted the im-
pact her mother, 
uncles and aunt 
had on her life.

“They have been a big influ-
ence on my life – I know that 
– in how I was raised up in 
a Christian home,” she said. 
“They have had a big part in 
my life.”

Todd’s family and church 
recently honored his 100th 
birthday with a celebration, 
which Todd said was attend-
ed by about 80 people. His 
church presented him with a 
deacon emeritus plaque for his 
many years of service. In ad-
dition, he received cards from 

President Barack Obama, for-
mer President Bill Clinton 
and many others.

“I felt honored to be re-
membered by so many,” he 
said.

John Todd said Ochiel 
Todd’s grandfather was also a 
deacon at Palestine Baptist.

Ochiel Todd still attends 
church when he can – despite 
the fact that he has lost most 
of his hearing.

“I can’t understand the 
message, but hope my pres-
ence will encourage someone 
by being there,” he said.

Gerald Bounds, pas-
tor of Palestine Baptist 
Church, noted the impact 
Todd’s attendance has on  
church members.

“That’s of course an inspira-

tion to everybody – that at his 
age, he still attends church,” 
Bounds said. “And even 
though he can’t hear, he really 
seems to enjoy it.”

Bounds noted that Palestine 
Baptist is 153 years old.

“You think about how many 
Baptist churches have gone 
out of existence in that time, 
and yet we’re still in existence 
because of people like him,” 
Bounds said.

Todd has served the church 
through the years in any way 
he could, including as a Sun-
day school teacher.

“I think that God gave me 
health to serve Him all these 
years,” Todd said.

His family noted his impact 

Todd
See TODD page 9
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come is locked in the vault of 
God’s heart, but we are blessed 
to be among 
those who 
have ‘stirred 
themselves 
up to take 
hold of 
God,’” he 
added, ref-
e r e n c i n g 
Isaiah 64:7.

M o o r e 
a d d e d , 
“The most 
c o m m o n 
expression 
of those at-
tending was 
that they 
experienced 
the presence of God in a spe-
cial way. The chief end of such 
a gathering is to cry out to 
God for revival and awaken-
ing. That happened.”

Similar prayer gatherings 
have been held or are being 

planned across Arkansas, he 
said. More than 1,300 Arkan-
sas Baptists have signed up to 
commit to pray for renewal 
and spiritual awakening.

“Many are asking and some 

requesting that such meetings 
be held in other parts of the 
state, to make them more ac-
cessible to more people. That 
may be done as requested, but 
many associations are conduct-
ing their own prayer gather-

on their lives.
His oldest granddaughter, 

Karla Rojas, said she and her 
sister – both members of Kes-
sler Park United Methodist 
Church in Texas – “directly 
relate our church faithfulness 
to our grandparents.”

“Although our parents took 
us to church when we were 
children, we moved a lot and 

never felt a sense of belong-
ing to any church,” she said. 
“However, we spent every 
summer and many weekends 
as kids visiting with our grand-
parents, which included going 
to church on Sunday. Our 
grandparents made sure we 
had Bibles and money for the 
offering. It was the consistency 
of their churchgoing and the 
faithfulness we observed that 
led my sister and I to find a 
church home as adults.” 

John Todd shared, “Dad is 

quiet-spoken, but 
his perseverance, 
resilience and 
compassion have 
always demon-
strated his faith in 
the Lord to every-
one around him. 
He is an inspira-
tion to everyone 
who is willing to 
work toward better  
lives for them-
selves and their  
community.”

continued from page 8
TODD

ings,” said Moore. “They are 
to be commended for extend-
ing the prayer effort in this 
way.”

Moore com-
mended Arkansas 
Baptists for con-
tinuing to make 
prayer a priority.

“Most all believ-
ers acknowledge 
that the only hope 
for our churches in 
this anti-Christian 
era and for the na-
tion in this grossly 
secular culture is 
God. The more we 
cry out to God, the 
more likely we are 
to see Him move 
in extraordinary 
ways, which we 
call ‘revival and 
awakening,’” said 
Moore.

He thanked Hot 
Springs Baptist 
Church for host-
ing the event and 
Mike Smith, the 
church’s senior 

adult pastor, for providing ad-
ministrative leadership.

For more information 

about the ABSC’s emphasis 
on prayer and spiritual awak-
ening, visit absc.org.

Seniors adults from across Arkansas gathered at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs, Oct. 9-10 to pray for revival and 
spiritual awakening. Photo by Tim Yarbrough
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Camp Siloam hosts Hold Fast youth retreat Oct. 17-19
SILOAM SPRINGS – When 
Brian Burgess had a chance to 
see the “Mona Lisa,” he took 
it. He stepped into the room 
that contains Leonardo da 
Vinci’s famous painting, and 
there were wall-to-wall people 
with the same idea. 

When he finally made it 
to the painting, he turned 
around to gaze at the room, 
looking all the tourists in the 
face. He noticed all the other 
walls had paintings from floor 
to ceiling. Most of the paint-
ings were of Jesus, all of them 
ignored by the people in the 
room more interested in a 
mysterious woman without 
eyebrows. 

“What are the 
‘Mona Lisas’ in 
your life,” Burgess, 
a student speaker 
and youth evange-
list, asked the group 
of youth attending 
Camp Siloam’s Hold 
Fast retreat. “What 
is pulling your eyes 
away from Jesus?” 

Burgess was the 
speaker at Hold Fast, which 
was held at Camp Siloam Oct. 
17-19.

“Our speaker had to get in 
there and hit it,” said Chelsea 
Stephens, a camper from Win-
throp Baptist Church, Win-

throp. “It’s easy to have Mona 
Lisas in your life.” 

Stephens said her most 
memorable point of the week-
end was hearing that “Jesus 
lived sinlessly, died sacrificially 
and rose victoriously.”

Jacob Patterson understood 
that takeaway for the first time. 

“The preacher, Brian, he 
got down deep with every-
body,” said Patterson. “I found 
Jesus this weekend. I rang the 
bell.”

Campers at Camp Siloam 
ring a bell when they make 
Jesus their Savior. One other 
camper rang the bell during 
the weekend, acknowledging 
his profession of faith. In ad-

dition, two campers 
made recommit-
ments, and many 
more grew closer to-
gether as believers. 

“We got to see 
our youth group 
open up in a way 
it hasn’t before,” 
said Haley Henry, a 
camper from New 
Site Baptist Church 

in Monett, Mo. “There were a 
lot of walls broken down. Our 
church is so big it’s so easy to 
disconnect and hide in the 
church. Something like this 
brings us closer together.”

In its fourth year, Hold Fast 

gives campers a chance to pull 
back from the busyness of 
school in order to retreat and 
reflect on God. In addition, 
it provides an opportunity for 
the kingdom to grow.

“I was impressed that youth 
groups used Hold Fast as an 
outreach event,” said Robert 
Coppedge, Camp Siloam’s 
program director. “First Bap-
tist Church of Highfill went 
to the high school football 
game and asked students if 
they wanted to come. As a re-
sult, we had a Vietnamese and 

a Chinese exchange student 
who came. I was pleased that 
people saw this as an oppor-
tunity to share the gospel with 
their friends in a comfortable 
way.”

“For churches that are 
struggling to put on a DNow 
(Disciple Now), this is a per-
fect event,” said Burgess. “The 
camp is in a great setting. It 
is spread out, yet confined in 
this valley with just the right 
amount of activity for the 
weekend.”

Camp Siloam’s next event continued from page one
ABCHOMES
churches and our individual 
donors,” said David Perry, AB-
CHomes executive director. 
“Together, Arkansas Baptists 
and our ministry have been 
changing lives on the same 80 
acres in Monticello where we 
had our beginning in 1894. 
Lives continue to be changed 
at the Arkansas Baptist Home 
for Children on a daily, some-
times hourly basis.”

This year, an anonymous 
donor, in memory of James 
Evans, will match individual 
funds given to the Thanksgiv-
ing Offering. 

“For every $1, up to 
$50,000, a matching gift will 
be given to ABCHomes,” said 
Perry. “This is an opportunity 
to help children through the 
matching gift.”

Offering promotional pack-
ets to help churches promote 
the offering were mailed to 
pastors in October. These re-
sources include posters, book-

marks, a promotional video, 
offering envelopes and speaker 
request forms. Downloadable 
re sources , 
i n c l u d i n g 
three ver-
sions of the 
o f f e r i n g 
video, can 
be found at 
abchomes.
org.

For more 
i n f o r m a -
tion, con-
tact Stella 
Prather at 
spra ther@
abchomes.
org or call 
5 0 1 - 3 7 6 -
4791, ext. 
5168.

S t e l l a 
Prather is 
the director 
of communi-
cations for 
ABCHomes.  
* N a m e 
withheld for  
privacy.

is the Brave and Beautiful all-
girls retreat Feb. 20-22. For 
more information, call 479-
524-4565 or visit campsiloam.
com.

Camp Siloam has been 
hosting camps and retreats for 
92 years. Thousands of people 
have heard the gospel and 
been saved. Many have been 
called to global missions or 
full-time ministry at Siloam. 
Located in Siloam Springs, 
the camp was founded in 
1923 as the Arkansas Baptist  
Assembly.

Clay Helder, of Fayetteville, leads worship at Camp Siloam’s Hold Fast retreat.

Burgess
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Little River Baptist Association celebrates centennial

Retired SBC pastor, Fred G. Womack, tells of his 
six-year-old daughter’s battle with cancer, his 

personal grief and how God deployed unexpected 
and astonishing assistance through it all, such as the 
child’s vision of heaven before her death. The book 
highlights that nothing short of God’s supernatural 
comfort could produce solace and hope powerful 
enough to offset the unrelenting anguish that came 
in those days. On several occasions, unspeakable 
emotional pain was completely banished by varied 
and merciful God-sent events, some intimating 
the proximity and activities of the deceased in 
Christ.

Book may be ordered from www.westbowpress.com or 
Amazon.com or from most local book stores.

NASHVILLE – Little River 
Baptist Association, like many 
other associations across the 
state, recently held its annual 
meeting. But for Little River, 
this was no ordinary meeting 
– it was also the association’s 
centennial celebration.

The event took place Oct. 
12 at First Baptist Church, 
Nashville. About 325 people 
attended, with many of the as-

sociation’s 31 churches being 
represented.

The annual meeting por-
tion of the event took place 
first, followed by dinner and 
the centennial celebration.

Don Moore, former Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) executive director, 
brought the evening’s message. 

“Don Moore’s challenge 
was outstanding – that we 

don’t need to rest on our lau-
rels,” said Butch Riddle, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Ash-
down, and chairman of the 
centennial committee. “He 
gave us a tremendous challenge 
for the future. Even though 
we’ve celebrated 100 years and 
that’s wonderful, ... we’ve still 
got work to be done.”

Moore said, “The spirit of 
the people in Little River asso-
ciation is exciting. ... They took 
care of business in unity and 
responded to reports of the 
work of God enthusiastically.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 
executive director, and David 
Perry, executive director for 
the Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Min-
istries, were also present.

Tucker shared about the 
cooperation of churches, the 
associations, the state conven-
tion and the Southern Baptist 
Convention through the Co-
operative Program. 

Perry gave a special presen-
tation, recognizing the associa-
tion for their participation in 
Quarters for Kids. Churches 
in the association have given 
about $22,000 to Quarters for 
Kids in 2014 alone.

In addition, the event in-
cluded a slide presentation of 
churches and the association’s 
history, recognition of found-
ing churches, special music 
from the choir of First Baptist, 
Nashville, and worship led by 

Don Hall, minister of music at 
First Baptist, Nashville. Several 
churches set up displays por-
traying their histories as they 
related to the association and 
its 100 years of ministry.

“We worked on this for al-
most a year trying to make it 
a very special recognition but 
also realizing that God does 
have something special for us 
in the future,” said Riddle. 
“And we’ve had many church-
es we’ve started – mission 

churches, cowboy 
churches. The as-
sociation is not 
dead. We still need 
one another. We 
still need to work 
together. There are 
no small churches. 
There are only 
smaller member-
ship churches, and 
working together 
we can accomplish 
a great deal more 
than we do indi-
vidually.”

Associat ional 
missionary Don 
Jones said, “It (the 
event) was really a 
great time of fel-
lowship, praise and 
a challenge from 
Sonny and David 
and Don Moore – 
they all challenged 
us for the future. 
I’m entering into 
my 24th year (as 
Little River’s as-
sociational mis-
sionary), and I’m 
excited about what 
God’s going to do.”

About 325 people attended Little River Baptist Association’s centennial celebration 
Oct. 12. Photo courtesy of D.E. Ray, The Nashville News



October 30, 201412 ACROSS ARKANSAS

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To advertise in the Church Services 
Directory, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

ASHDOWN – The Little River Baptist As-
sociation disaster relief chain saw unit was 
deployed to the Ashdown area to respond to 

damage created by the 
tornado that touched 
down between Ash-
down and Foreman 
early the morning of 
Oct. 13.

Assessment was 
done Oct. 13, with 
disaster relief assessor 
Rita Kennedy playing 

a large role. Volunteers worked Oct. 14-15. 
The 21 volunteers filled 23 work orders. In 
addition, they made 30 ministry contacts and 
shared the gospel with five people.

Randy Garrett, acting disaster relief direc-
tor, noted his gratitude for the work of Don 
Jones, associational missionary for Little River 
Baptist Association. Garrett explained that the 
unit leader was out of pocket so Jones stepped 
up to help with initial assessments and work 
orders.

“He (Jones) was very instrumental, and 
without his help, it would have been very dif-
ficult to get it done,” Garrett said. “I really 
appreciate his help.”

Ark. DR deployed

Park Hill Baptist to hold mental health forum Dec. 1
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, will hold 
a mental health forum at 6:30 
p.m., Monday, Dec. 1. The 
event will feature a series of 
short talks by area profession-
als, addressing topics such as 
grief and loss, substance abuse, 
suicide and more. A time for 
questions and answers will fol-
low. 

The theme of the event is 
Changing Attitudes.

Garrick Conner, disciple-
ship pastor at Park Hill Bap-

tist Church, said the idea of 
“changing attitudes” refers 
to two things: (1) how the 
Church’s attitude is 
already changing in re-
gard to ministering to 
those with mental and 
emotional issues and (2) 
how the Church needs 
to help change others’ 
attitudes and fight the 
stigma associated with 
mental issues.

The forum will emphasize 
how churches can help those 
with mental illness, and it will 

highlight area resources like 
support groups and counsel-
ing services.

Conner  s a id 
through the forum, 
they want to provide 
an opportunity “to 
speak to hearts that 
are struggling.”

He said he thinks 
“churches should be a 
first line of emotional 
and spiritual help for 

people at crisis points.”
He explained that not only 

do people struggle with issues 

like schizophrenia and bipolar 
disorder, but also they struggle 
with things like parenting is-
sues and life adjustment issues 
due to loss or divorce.

“I see counseling as part of 
a larger discipleship process in 
our lives,” said Conner. “It’s 
about discovering where grace 
meets life. … I think we learn 
a lot about God through situa-
tions that we would never ever 
choose for ourselves.”

Conner said the mental 
health forum will coincide with 
the Nov. 30 Sunday school les-

son in LifeWay Christian Re-
sources’ Bible Studies for Life 
curriculum series. The lesson 
focuses on mental illness and 
the Church.

“Those who are walking 
through valleys in life are not 
alone, and as churches, I think 
we have a responsibility to pro-
vide encouragement, support 
and resources designed specifi-
cally to meet needs spiritually, 
emotionally and mentally in 
the lives of our members and 
in our communities,” Conner 
said.

Conner

JAMES FORK BAPTIST CELEBRATES 140TH – Richard Maness (second from left), pastor of James Fork 
Baptist Church, Mansfield, accepts a certificate recognizing the church’s 140th anniversary. Paul McClung 
(right), retired pastor and former Arkansas Baptist State Convention staff member, presented the certificate 
on behalf of the state convention. James Fork Baptist celebrated its 140th anniversary on Oct. 5. Former 
members, pastors, friends and current members spent the day in worship services, hearing testimonies, 
reminiscing and giving praise for the Lord’s blessings and the lives that have been touched by the ministry 
of the church. A meal was provided by the church and served by the current deacons and their wives. 
Special music was provided by the McFran family. 

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Advertise in the Arkansas Baptist News!
Call 800-838-2272, ext. 5161 



www.arkansasbaptist.org 13ACROSS ARKANSAS

FAITH Joseph’s Story, a novel and Bible Study, 
comes to life as Joseph tells the story of his life 

experiences from the pit to his rise to power in Egypt. 
His is a story of maturing faith in Yahweh during many 
hardships leading to God’s divine purpose for his life. 
Following the novel, dig deeper into God’s Word with 
Bible study material and leader’s guide intended for 
individual or small group study. 

Faith Joseph’s Story is available from crossbooks.com, 
barnesandnoble.com and amazon.com. Information and 
book trailer available at sandrahardage.com.

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

 Mullins Station Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn., 
is searching for a bi-vocational pastor. Please 
email resume and either an audio CD or website ad-
dress with link to view a sample sermon to susan@
msbcmemphis.org.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a full-time 
or bi-vocational pastor. Please send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 1188, Tuckerman, AR 72473.

First Baptist Church of Leslie is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
336, Leslie, AR 72645, Attn: Pastor Search Committee.

FBC, Augusta, is seeking resumes for full time 
pastor. Please send resume to FBC Search Commit-
tee, 310 Pearl St., Augusta, AR 72006.

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is seek-
ing a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Committee, 290 
AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Scotland Baptist Church is seeking a part-time 
youth minister. Send resume to Scotland Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 6, Scotland, AR 72141 or email us at 
ncba@artelco.com.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is seeking a 
full-time minister of music to lead our blended 
worship services. Located in central Arkansas, Union 

Valley has an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing adult and 
youth choirs, as well as the praise band. Send resume 
to timsparks@centurytel.net.

Part-time kitchen assistant needed at Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock. Information for 
this position can be obtained at plowery@parkhillbap-
tist.org or 501-771-6755.

Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark, Mo., is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. Send resumes and a 
video link if possible to tkendrick@hopedale.org or mail 
to 5370 N. State Highway NN, Ozark, MO 65721.

Briarwood Baptist Church in Cabot is searching for 
a bi-vocational youth minister who is mission-
minded with organizational/administrative skills a plus. 
Send resumes to J. Jenkins, P.O. Box 1214, Cabot, AR 
72023 or via email to JackieJ2543@yahoo.com.

Eleven Point River Baptist Association in Oregon 
County, Mo., needs a DOM for its 10 Southern Baptist 
churches. Send resumes by Nov. 15, 2014, to Juanita 
Jett, RR 73 Box 3500, Alton, MO 65606. For more infor-
mation, email georgebox8@yahoo.com.

Seeking associational missionary for Harmony 
Baptist Association serving Jefferson, Lincoln, Desha 
and Cleveland counties. Send resumes or inquires to 
Search Team, HBA, 2001 S. Cherry St., Pine Bluff, AR 
71601 or email to Linda Tollison at ltollison@sbcglobal.
net. For more information, go to website www.harmo-
nybaptistassociation.org.

First Baptist Church of Sheridan is seeking a full- 
or part-time praise and worship leader. The 
worship leader is required to work with a praise band 
and choir in leading a blended music service and co-

ordinating with the pastor in planning, scheduling 
and directing the music program. A music degree is 
not required, but some experience, especially choral, 
is preferred. Please send your resume to 1201 S. Rock 
St., Sheridan, AR 72150 or email Sheridan.Worship.
Leader@gmail.com.

Full-time worship pastor: FBC, Wagoner, 
Okla., is currently looking for an enthusiastic individu-
al to lead our traditional and contemporary service, as 
well as worship band. Please send inquiries to mark@
fbcwagoner.com.

Life Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, looking for 
full-time pastor of worship. Send resumes to 
office@lifelinebaptist.org.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla., 
is seeking a full-time minister of music.  Send 
resumes to Minister of Music Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net.

Grace Baptist, a growing church of 200 in at-
tendance, in Rogers seeking a part-time music 
minister. For more information and to submit your 
resume, go to www.gbcrogers.com.

Organists needed at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us 
at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

FBC, Benton, is seeking an associate minister 
of students. This individual would work with the 
student pastor to reach students in Saline County and 
give specific leadership to our middle school ministry. 

If interested, check out employment opportunities on 
our website at www.fbcbenton.org.

First Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a full-
time minister of preschool/children. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Stacy Reed, P.O. 
Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email to stacy@fb-
cbatesville.org.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Please send resume to 
Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor, P.O. Box 1218, 
Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email jeff@congoroadbap-
tistchurch.org.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Furnished condo for rent in Little Rock: one 
bedroom/two bath, furnished office and fold-out 
couch (sleep four max), 1,050 sqft hardwoods, full-
size w/d. Stocked kitchen and baths. Stay a month 
($1,600), a week ($700), a day ($125). Cable, internet, 
pool and patio with gas grills. In Midtown minutes 
from hospitals, shopping and University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Available Nov. 1, 2014. Toni at 501-765-
0158, tonipoindexter@gmail.com.

For sale: 1987 TMCI 47-passenger bus 
“coach.” $13,500. For more information, call Michael: 
870-240-6648.

Hackett FBC is interested in purchasing used com-
mercial playground equipment. Please call Joe 
at 479-597-6644.

Advertise: 501-376-4791, ext. 5161

Church life
Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, will host Russell 
Moore, president of the Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commis-
sion, as guest speaker during 
the 9 and 10:30 a.m. services 
on Orphan Sunday, Nov. 2.

David Uth, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla., 
will be the featured speaker 
during Immanuel Baptist 
Church, El Dorado’s Heritage 
Sunday service Nov. 2. The 
event will take place at the El 
Dorado Conference Center. A 
live webcast will be available at 
ibceldorado.com. A fellowship 
lunch will follow the service at 
Immanuel Baptist. Reserva-
tions are required. To RSVP, 
call 870-862-4264.

On the move
Mark Lane is serving as pas-

tor of First Baptist Church, 
Havana, having served as its 
youth pastor since 2009.

Ordinations
First Baptist Church, Ha-

vana, ordained Calvin Brown 
as deacon Sept. 28.

Obituaries
Jerre Rose Hassell, 84, of 

Jonesboro, died Oct. 16 in 
Little Rock. He 
pastored sev-
eral churches 
in Arkansas, in-
cluding Geyer 
Springs First 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock; 
Central Baptist 
Church, North 

Little Rock, and First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart. 
He also served 
as interim pas-
tor for numerous 
churches, as well 
as chaplain at Bap-
tist Health Medi-
cal Center in Lit-
tle Rock. He was 
preceded in death 
by his parents and 
two brothers. He 
is survived by his 
wife, Barbara Dab-

ney Hassell; two daughters; five 
grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. A memorial ser-
vice was held Oct. 20 at First 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

Ivan Fletcher, 78, of Alco, 
died Oct. 15. He was a U.S. 
Army Reserve veteran and a 
retired land surveyor and was 
ordained into the ministry 

in 1969. He 
served numer-
ous churches, 
most recently 
as associate pas-
tor of Calvary 
Baptist Church 
in Timbo. He 
was preceded 
in death by his 

parents, a brother and a sister. 
He is survived by his wife of 
52 years, Patsy Keller Fletch-
er; two sons; a daughter; six 
grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. Services were 

held Oct. 18 at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Timbo, followed by 
burial at Alco Cemetery.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of November.

◆ Nov. 3: Rebecca Titus, OBU Box 3558, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; Pakistan. 
◆  Nov. 12: Taylor Johnson, OBU Box 3110, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Czech Republic. 
◆  Nov. 21: Gabby Fulton, WBC, Box 3346, Walnut Ridge, AR  
 72476; North American Mission Board, Arkansas/Arkansas 
 Baptist State Convention. 
◆  Nov. 30: Caroline Cain, OBU Box 3075, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Niger. 

BRIDGES HONORED FOR 50 YEARS OF MINISTRY – Richard Hartness 
(holding plaque) presents Winfred Bridges, pastor of Windover Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, with a plaque acknowledging Bridges’ 50 years of ministry. Bridges 
accepted God’s call to the gospel ministry in Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
on Oct. 18, 1964, and preached his first sermon the next Sunday at Rowes 
Chapel Baptist Church, Caraway. Bridges was ordained Sept. 14, 1966, at Central 
Baptist. He has served as pastor of Windover Baptist since March 1999. Also 
pictured are Bridges’ wife, Adelle; Mitchell Holifield, praise leader (behind), 
and pianist Jim Cathey. 
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Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

As people work at their careers, the 
prudent make plans for eventual retire-
ment. Some workers place their faith 
in a company pension, while others 
place their faith in the stock market 
and various retirement funds. Regard-
less of the specif-
ics of a retirement 
plan, sacrifice and 
faith are always re-
quired: years served 
with the same com-
pany, which cannot 
be recovered, or 
money invested on 
the promise of financial 
growth, which may be lost.

A similar dynamic ex-
ists when people place 
their faith in Jesus as Lord: 
They make decisions and 
costly sacrifices based on 
the claims of Scripture. 
The author of Hebrews 
reminds his readers of the 
promise of heaven and 
encourages his readers to 
endure in their faith in 
spite of the cost. He exhorts them to 
remain faithful, no matter the sacrifice 
it may require, because God will reward 
them with a “kingdom which cannot 
be shaken” (Heb. 12:28).

This promise is reassuring because of 
faith – “the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen” 

(Heb. 11:1). When the time comes, 
many who have put their faith in retire-
ment plans are able to reap the rewards 
of their sacrifice. Sadly, for others, un-
foreseen circumstances derail other-
wise sound planning. The reality is that 

sometimes faith in 
earthly institutions 
does not pan out 
as expected. 

Faith in the 
Lord, however, is 
never misplaced. 
There is nothing 
that can spoil the 

promises of God. The 
hope of heaven is a guar-
antee, regardless of the 
circumstances of life. In-
deed, faith is the way be-
lievers gain approval from 
the Lord. Abel, Enoch and 
Noah lived lives of faith 
markedly different from 
those of their contempo-
raries, making the neces-
sary sacrifices because 
of this hope, and gained 

God’s favor. Christians today would 
do well to heed the exhortations of 
Hebrews and be faithful in the trying 
times of life, resisting the temptation 
to backslide or compromise. Believers 
live, looking not for the comforts of 
the world, but looking forward to the 
reward of the life to come. 

come a man fluent in all things Egyp-
tian. God had prepared Joseph for the 
huge task that now lay before him. He 
would use the vast knowledge learned 
through the years in places God had 
put him. It was now time to serve God 

in bringing Jacob 
and family to 
Egypt according to 
the prophecy God 
gave Abraham in 
Genesis 15:13-16. 
In addition, Jo-
seph would also 
save the lives of 

many people during the 
famine.

While in the depths of 
hardship, Joseph did not 
know God’s plan for his 
life, but he trusted God. 
Joseph’s family would 
one day bow before him 
just as Joseph’s God-given 
dreams had predicted. 
God’s divine plan would 
prove best for Joseph, his 
family, Egypt and beyond.

When you find yourself in the midst 
of hard times, remember God has been 
preparing you to face this situation 
even when you were not aware you were 
being prepared. He is present with you 
and knows His plan for your life. God 
will take care of you according to His 
plan in His timing and for His glory.

Sandra Hardage
member

First Baptist
Bismarck

Not many children enjoy the activi-
ties assigned to them by their parents – 
activities designed to develop maturity 
and character. Chores are not at the 
top of many teenagers’ list of favored ac-
tivities. Teens often desire to complete 
chores as quickly, 
and not necessar-
ily as thoroughly, 
as possible. Yet 
the discipline of 
routine chores and 
household duties 
instills character 
in ways more en-
joyable activities do not. 
The obligation of parents, 
however, is not to provide 
a good time and easy ride, 
but to develop their chil-
dren into God-fearing, 
responsible adults. Disci-
pline is necessary for this 
development to occur. 

In Hebrews 12:1-7, the 
author of Hebrews is urg-
ing his readers to continue 
in their faith even when 
faced with hardship, looking to the ex-
amples of believers who lived in previ-
ous times. Past generations endured all 
manner of persecution and adversity 
while remaining faithful. Additionally, 
Jesus Himself faced greater suffering 
than anyone and was rewarded for His 
faithfulness by His Father.

The persecution and hardship that 
believers often face should be viewed 
not as a cause for distress and dis-
couragement, but as discipline from 
a loving Father who designs to use it 
for the good of His children. Chris-

tians should not 
“grow weary and 
lose heart” (Heb. 
12:3) in the face 
of discrimination, 
oppression and 
other forms of per-
secution the world 
brings upon them 

because of their faith, but 
instead should regard such 
trials as an opportunity to 
identify with their Savior 
as God the Father uses 
this discipline to mold and 
mature them in ways not 
possible without hardship. 
Discipline, while challeng-
ing, is a sign of salvation 
and membership in God’s 
family and should be re-
ceived as such. When it 

becomes apparent that negative con-
sequences will come from the world 
when believers stand firm in their 
faith, Christians should press on, re-
main faithful and accept the hardship 
with joy, knowing that their Father in 
heaven will use it for their spiritual 
growth, ultimate good and His glory. 

Joseph’s brothers had passed the 
tests Joseph devised to learn their 
hearts. These were not the same broth-
ers that sold him into slavery. The jeal-
ousy, bitterness and hatred they felt 
toward Joseph had resulted in selling 
him into slavery. 
Living with guilt 
for years as they 
watched their fa-
ther, Jacob, grieve 
every day since the 
“accident” wore on 
their souls. When 
bad things hap-
pened, they blamed each 
other for selling Joseph 
as if it resolved individual 
guilt. Even now as they 
stood before this powerful 
man of Egypt, they blamed 
each other.

On Joseph’s part, he 
had come to understand 
God’s divine plan as the 
God-given dreams of Pha-
raoh were placed in mo-
tion. He had found peace 
in knowing he was exactly where God 
had placed him in order to fulfill His 
purpose of saving many lives and in 
fulfilling the prophecy of bringing the 
family of Abraham into a foreign land 
to grow them into a great nation (Gen. 
15:13-16).

The bitterness Joseph had felt in the 

pit had been replaced by confidence 
in a God who was in charge of his life. 
In the midst of more trials and tribula-
tions than most of us could endure, 
Joseph believed in a God powerful 
enough to bring about His prophecy. 

He had learned 
through these 
hard times to have 
faith that God was 
working to fulfill 
His plan. 

Now came the 
time for the “big 
reveal.” When this 

powerful man of Egypt 
spoke the words “I am Jo-
seph,” the brothers were 
filled with terror and 
could not speak (Gen. 
45:3). As Joseph further 
stated three times, “God 
sent me,” he revealed his 
understanding of God’s 
purpose for his life.  

Shouldn’t we approach 
circumstances as Joseph 
did? Get rid of bitterness 

in our hearts by forgiving, focus on 
being obedient to God’s leading and 
recognize God may be teaching and 
growing us as He fulfills His plan for 
our lives? As for the brothers, clearly 
they had not forgiven themselves for 
what they had done. Jesus has forgiven. 
Have you?

Sandra Hardage
member

First Baptist
Bismarck

Faith defined
HEBREWS 11:1-7
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Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

Two years after the cupbearer was re-
leased from prison and restored to his 
position in Pharaoh’s court, Pharaoh 
had two dreams. These dreams were 
distressing to the king of Egypt, and 
he sought the experts. His wise men, 
trained in dream 
in te r pre t a t ion , 
could not tell Pha-
raoh the meaning 
of the dreams. Fi-
nally, the cupbear-
er remembered 
Joseph’s successful 
interpretation of 
his dream. 

Joseph was brought be-
fore Pharaoh and provid-
ed Pharaoh the meaning 
of both dreams after first 
declaring that only God 
could interpret dreams. 
Pharaoh was told there 
would be seven years of 
plenty and seven years of 
severe famine, and Joseph 
advised Pharaoh that he 
should appoint someone 
who was discerning and wise to oversee 
what was to come. Pharaoh appointed 
Joseph.

After 13 years of preparation from 
the pit to prison, God would now use 
His man Joseph to become second 
in command of Egypt just as He had 
planned. This Hebrew boy had be-

Overcome hard times 
GENESIS 41:28-36, 46-49

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Discipline of suffering
HEBREWS 12:1-7
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Overcome bitterness
GENESIS 45:3-11

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

NOVEMBER 9, 2014



www.arkansasbaptist.org 15

Last call for Christmas card entries

IT’S THAT TIME of year 
again – time for churches to 
fill out the Annual Church 
Profile (ACP), a gathering of 
statistical data from each Ar-
kansas Baptist church that 
is used by churches, associa-
tions, the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
and the Southern Baptist 
Convention to identify trends 
and help churches. The ACP 
focuses on information such 
as church membership totals, 
Sunday school and worship 
attendance, baptism numbers 
and some financial data. 

The final deadline for 
churches to turn in their ACPs 
is Nov. 21. 

Gwen McCallister, ABSC 
executive and administrative 
team member, said the ABSC 
has been studying the ACP 
and identifying ways to make 
it faster and easier to com-
plete. 

In 2013, the ACP was short-
er than in previous years, and 
it is becoming even shorter 
this year for churches with an 
average Sunday school atten-
dance of 50 or less. 

“So, when you receive your 
packet, it may look like some 
numbers have been skipped. 
Don’t worry – this is by de-
sign,” she said. 

In addition, Hispanic con-
gregations will be able to com-

GLENWOOD – In a little more than a year, mem-
bers of the Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) of 
First Baptist Church, Glenwood – along with other 
local seamstresses who join them from time to time – 
have made about 4,000 pillowcases. 

And those pillowcases have been given to a num-
ber of people and organizations, including nursing 
homes, hospitals, the dialysis treatment center in Hot 
Springs, assisted living facilities, the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Monticello and a shelter for 
battered women, as well as to many individuals in the 
church and community.

In addition, the group has sent pillowcases to be 
distributed through Soldiers’ Angels. They also plan 
to give veterans in their church a special red, white 
and blue pillowcase in honor of Veterans Day.

“There was a thank you note from one person 
who said that her mother was in hospice and loved 
the pillowcase so much and after she passed away 
the lady wanted to keep it as a personal memory,” 
said Juanita Tackett, who has been a member of First 
Baptist Church for more than 60 years.

The two hospitals in Hot Springs have asked for a 
monthly donation of 50 pillowcases each. 

Tackett said they sew a label with a Bible verse on 
the pillowcases and include a card with the church’s 
name and address. 

“I think that each of us got involved personally 
because we think it can bring some cheer to the ones 

Church makes thousands of pillowcases for outreach

McCallister shares tips for filling out Annual Church Profile

LITTLE ROCK – Only a short 
time remains before the Nov. 
10 deadline for The Arkansas 
Baptist News’ (ABN) 
third annual 
Christmas card 
design contest. 

“We are ex-
cited to invite 
Arkansas Bap-
tists to once again 
submit their de-
signs for consid-
eration,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN 
editor/executive director.

The design should depict a 
religious Christmas scene and 
be an original artistic design 

and not a photograph. The 
winning design will be pub-
lished in the ABN and will 

be used as its offi-
cial 2014 
Christmas 
card, which 
is mailed to 
S o u t h e r n 
Baptist enti-
ties. 

All en-
tries will be 
judged by the 
ABN staff. 

The person with the winning 
entry will receive a $100 gift 
certificate.

Entries must be submitted 

electronically in high quality 
and should be emailed to jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org. If 
the art is too large for email, 
it may be submitted via mail 
on digital media, such as a 
CD-ROM, to ABN Christmas 
Card Contest, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204.  
Artists must currently be a 
member of an Arkansas Bap-
tist church and must be an 
ABN subscriber (or the child 
of a current subscriber if the 
artist is under age 18) either 
through church or individual 
plans. For full regulations, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/christmas-
card-contest.

in those stressful situations. Then, we all enjoy sewing 
and get so excited matching the bright, wild, cheerful 
colors,” she said. 

“When we first started, we met at the church to 
match fabrics and do some sewing,” said Angela 
Watson, president of First Baptist’s WMU. “Now we 
mostly do the sewing at home. But we still meet to 
share fabrics.” 

Watson said the idea came from an article in Mis-
sions Mosaic magazine. The First Baptist WMU group 

really began working on the pillowcases “in earnest” 
in June 2013.

She said about six women sew, using a special pat-
tern, and about six more help match and press the 
fabric. 

One of the women who sews is First Baptist mem-
ber Laquita Wright. Wright estimates she has sewn 
800 to 900 pillowcases so far.

“I do it because I need something to do,” she said. 
“I used to sew all the time, but after we started this, I 
started back sewing and fell in love with it.” 

She said her hope for those receiving the pillow-
cases is “that they will see Christ” through it. 

“I would say this ministry started small but has 
mushroomed, and we are dedicated to see it con-
tinue,” said Watson. “We realized we could turn our 
sewing ability, which we know is God-given, to serve 
Him. It brings us so much joy.” 

She also noted the thank you notes they have re-
ceived.  

“We even learned that a nurse at one of the hos-
pitals in Hot Springs used one of the pillowcases to 
witness to a 91-year-old lady who accepted Christ as 
her Savior,” she said. “Needless to say, it doesn’t get 
any better than that.”

In addition to making pillowcases, the women 
make pillowcase dresses, shorts and book bags for a 
ministry in Liberia, though this endeavor is currently 
on hold due to the Ebola epidemic. 

Members of the Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) of First Baptist 
Church, Glenwood, sew pillowcases as a way of ministering to the 
community. From left: Sue Johnson, Juanita Tackett, Phyllis Brogdon, 
Dianne Woodard, Gail Mitchell and LaQuita Wright.

plete the ACP in Spanish by 
inputting their log-in informa-
tion at acp.absc.org.

McCallister shared several 
tips for updating information:

– Consistently use the same 
12-month period every year. 

– Make copies of the statis-
tical profile for the member-
ship secretary, Sunday school 
director, vacation Bible school 
director and treasurer. Set a 
deadline for them to return 
the information to the person 
in charge of the church’s ACP.

– Use the paper copy of the 
leadership profile as a work 

sheet to obtain current contact 
information for those leaders 
who will take office this fall. 
This information helps the 
ABSC to share opportunities 
for events that will be of inter-
est to them.

– With the above informa-
tion in hand, log on to http://
acp.absc.org. It should take less 
than half an hour to enter ev-
erything. Churches are always 
welcome to send their ACP to 
the local association office for 
assistance with the form.

– Keep a copy for the 
church’s records.

“The statistics are impor-
tant,” McCallister said. “We 
ask for them every year be-
cause they are used over and 
over in planning services and 
ministries for the coming year 
throughout the state.”

McCallister and Verna 
Dame, ABSC executive and 
administrative team member, 
are available to help churches 
and answer their ACP-related 
questions, as well as to hold 
training sessions for those in-
volved in filling out the ACP. 

For more information, call 
800-838-2272, ext. 5555. 

VERBLE HONORED 
– Caralyn Verble was 
recognized Oct. 19 by 
Central Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, for 65 years 
of service in music minis-
try at the church. She has 
been playing the piano or 
organ at the church since 
she was 16 years old. The 
church presented her with 
a plaque and held a meal 
in her honor following the 
morning worship service. 
With her are her daughter,  
Beth Bain, and Central 
Baptist Pastor William 
Harris.
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