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ARKANSAS BAPTIST disaster re-
lief teams have been busy serving 
Colorado flood victims in recent 
weeks.

The Arkansas Valley Baptist As-
sociation recovery unit was sent to 
Greenly, Colo., to complete seven 
mud out jobs at homes gutted by 
floodwaters.

The Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, shower/laun-
dry unit was deployed to Long Peak 
Baptist Church, Longmont, Colo., 
with volunteer teams being replaced 
weekly.

The Tri-County Baptist Associa-
tion recovery unit and the Red River 
Baptist Association feeding unit also 
served in Longmont.

Red River’s unit was based at 
the Boulder County Fairgrounds 
in Longmont, using th e   fair-
grounds’ snack bar as a serving 
line. The Red River team s e r v e d 
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MISSIONS

Ken Patterson (left), of Ridgewood Baptist Church, Forrest City, talks with fellow mission trip volun-
teer Lavon Callahan, of First Baptist Church, Mammoth Spring,  as they prepare to serve the city of 
Harrison during the Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip Oct. 5. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool
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HARRISON – “I’m excited!” said 
Lucille Lovell Curnutte as she in-
troduced herself to the group with 
whom she would be serving during 
the Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip  
– Harrison, held Oct. 5. 

“It’s the first time I’ve had the 
opportunity to go to one of the big 
mission trips,” she said, explaining 
about 20 people from her church in 
Missouri had come for the annual 
event as a result of a man in their 
church who had recently moved 
from Arkansas.

But along with it being her first 
mission trip, a second thing stands 
out about Curnutte – she is 90 years 
old.

She and a group of others served 
through prayer at the church.

“They called us prayer warriors, 
and I had never been in on a group 
like that,” she said. “It was very en-
lightening, and it really meant a lot. 
I mean, it’s something I’ll carry with 
me as long as I’ve got my mind.”

She hopes hearing the stories and 
seeing the photos from the trip will 
inspire her fellow church members 
to be involved in missions.

In fact, Robert Hanners, who 
along with his wife was leading the 

Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

PATTERSON – A small, country 
church in Woodruff County in 
east central Arkansas has opened 
its doors and is ministering to 
women who have served time in 
prison.

“It’s amazing what God has 
done through this small church,” 
said Stacey Smith, a former in-
mate herself who is coordinating 
the program with another former 
inmate.

The Hospitality House is lo-
cated in an upstairs area of Pleas-
ant Grove Baptist Church, near 
Patterson. Church members have 

turned the rooms into an inviting 
place for the 
former in-
mates to live. 

The Hospi-
tality House 
is an exten-
sion of a 
f a i th - ba s ed 
m i n i s t r y 
called PAL or 
Principles & 
Applications 
for Life. PAL 
is a voluntary 
program for 
inmates at the 
McPher son 
Unit of the Arkansas Department 

of Correction. 
K e n n e t h 

Dewitt is the 
pastor of Pleas-
ant Grove Bap-
tist and works 
full-time as the 
chaplain at the 
M c P h e r s o n 
Unit in New-
port, which is 
located about 
45 miles away 
f rom the 
church.

PAL has 
been “ver y 
successful” in 

reducing the recidivism rate of in-

mates, Dewitt said. 
The goals of the program are to 

address the spiritual needs of the 
inmates, to confront the inmates’ 
destructive thinking patterns and 
to help inmates respond to their 
life situations from God’s perspec-
tive, according to the PAL website.

The program’s recidivism rate 
is 2.52 percent for inmates who 
have been out of prison for three 
years and 3 percent for inmates 
who have been out for five years.

“Because of the success of that 
training, we wanted to continue it 
on the outside,” Dewitt said.

The Hospitality House will be 
a ministry for women who are 

Hospitality House at Pleasant Grove Baptist, Patterson.
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struggling or need training or want 
to be renewed or refreshed.

When he uses the word “train-
ing,” Dewitt said he is refer-
ring to discipleship. He said 
the Hospitality House will 
train the former inmates to 
use God’s Word in their lives.

“It will help keep them 
zeroed in on what the life of 
Christ is all about – how to 
apply it in your marriage, to 
your children, to the commu-
nity and to your church.” 

The ministry will focus on 
how a relationship with Christ ap-
plies to every area of a woman’s life, 
he added.

Ledell Bailey, who retired in De-
cember 2012 as the director of mis-
sions for Calvary Baptist Associa-
tion, said the Hospitality House is 
an answer to prayer. 

One of the reasons people repeat 
as offenders, Bailey said, is because 
they do not have a support system 
when they get out of prison. 

“One of our hearts is to help peo-
ple prevent that,” he said.

Families of inmates also  
are affected.

“It’s a stigma to them. They 
don’t feel comfortable going back 
to church. We want to minister to 
those people so they don’t feel like 
castaways,” Bailey said, adding the 
association prayed for years to find 
a way to minister to former inmates. 
God’s answer to this prayer, he said, 

is even more amazing 
because He chose a “lit-
tle country church and 
a little country pastor” 
to meet that need.

“I always felt it 
would be some First 
Baptist Church, but 
God had other plans,” 
he said.

The Hospitality 
House has first-class 

accommodations and “a lot of love 
and a lot of compassion went into 
getting that ready,” Bailey said.

Smith was convicted of posses-
sion of cocaine with intent to deliver 
and served 11 years at the McPher-
son Unit. Gov. Mike Huckabee 
granted her clemency, releasing her 
five years early in March 2004. She 
said she then served one year in the 
federal system and completed her 
federal term in February 2005.

She now serves as a denomina-
tional chaplain at the McPherson 
Unit, endorsed by the North Ameri-
can Mission Board.

She said God 
changed her life through  
the PAL program.

“He gave me a love 
for the Word of God,” 
Smith said. “After that, 
it was like prison wasn’t 
prison anymore. It was 
my mission field.”

Smith is excited 
about the Hospitality 
House and how it will 
minister to former in-
mates.

The church began 
remodeling its upstairs 
area about a year ago 
and, on July 20, held a 
ceremony to dedicate 
the space. The Hospi-
tality House has a sit-
ting area, two full bath-
rooms, a full kitchen 
and beds for 10 women.

A woman and her 
4-year-old son are the 
first residents in the 
program. Smith said 
the former inmate ap-
proached the Hospitality House, 
convicted by the Lord to make 
changes in her life.

“She’s done very, very well,” 
Smith said.

Smith expects that as the word 
gets out, others will contact the Hos-

pitality House about applying to be 
in the program.

“The need is great in Arkansas for 
a solid, Bible-based place for women  
to go to,” said Smith, referring to the 
new women’s facility in Patterson.

Lynn Kutter is at-large correspondent 
for the Arkansas Baptist News.

One of the rooms inside the Hospitality House.

Smith

GLORIETA, N.M. – An Arkansas 
couple who own a house on leased 
land at Glorieta Conference Center 
have sued LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and numerous other parties 
for more than $12 million, accus-
ing the Southern Baptist publishing 
house of fraud.

Kirk and Suzie Tompkins of Lit-
tle Rock originally filed a complaint 
in U.S. District Court prior to the 
Sept. 10 closing date of LifeWay’s 
$1 sale of the conference center to 
Glorieta 2.0, a group directed by 
Anthony Scott, executive director 
of Camp Eagle in southwest Texas, 
and chaired by Houston home 
builder David Weekley. The initial 
complaint asked the court to issue a 
temporary restraining order to block 
the transfer of property.

When the presiding judged de-
nied in part the request for an in-
junction because it failed to indicate 
all parties named had been served 
summons, Tompkins said, he filed 
an amended complaint Sept. 18.

While the original court docu-
ments did not ask for monetary 
damages, the amended suit seeks 
$12 million for the leaseholders in 
general because LifeWay and Glo-
rieta 2.0 “completely ignored” the 
first complaint, Tompkins said. The 
suit also requests $400,000 in dam-
ages specifically for Tompkins as the 
plaintiff.

The suit names as defendants a 
long list of officers and employees 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Committee, Life-
Way and Glorieta 2.0.

The lawsuit asserts LifeWay “has 
no legal authority to divest the SBC 
Glorieta Conference Center and 
any action completing such transac-
tion is an act within laws governing 
‘Statutes of Fraud.’”

The suit also al-
leges as recently 
as 2011, LifeWay 
encouraged some 
leaseholders to buy 
previously owned 
homes for more 
than $200,000 and 
led them to believe 
Glorieta could 
continue to be as-
sociated with the Southern Baptist 
Convention for another 50 years.

The legal complaint asserts the 
original 1950 warranty deed grants 
the conference center property to 
the SBC Executive Committee, and 
no other transfer of deed is on re-
cord.

Glorieta Baptist Assembly 
opened as Southern Baptists’ sec-
ond national conference center in 
1952. The Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
which changed its name to LifeWay 
in 1998, operated Glorieta for six 
decades. For about 20 years, the con-
ference center has reported financial 
difficulty.

The suit claims LifeWay violated 
the SBC charter when its trustees 
voted to transfer property to Glorie-
ta 2.0, which the court documents 
characterize as “a non-Baptist, non-
related group of businessmen oper-
ating for profit children’s camps not 

legally affiliated with SBC or Life-
Way.”

Glorieta became SBC Executive 
Committee property when messen-
gers to two consecutive SBC annual 
meetings voted to acquire the confer-

ence center, and 
the governing 
documents re-
quire Glorieta to 
“go out the same 
door it came in,” 
Tompkins said.

“It would be 
inappropriate for 
us to comment 
on this open legal 

process, except to say that we expect 
a favorable outcome and to reiterate 
that LifeWay had proper deeds to 
all of Glorieta, and Southern Bap-
tist Convention approval was not 
required for the transaction,” said 
Marty King, director of corporate 
communications for LifeWay.

Augie Boto, executive vice presi-
dent and general counsel for the 
SBC Executive Committee, declined 
to comment on the current lawsuit. 
However, in regard to the original 
complaint, he earlier emphasized 
that LifeWay, not the SBC Executive 
Committee, owns Glorieta.

“The only sale of property by 
an entity of the convention which 
would need convention approval – 
in one meeting – would be if the 
entity proposed to sell all or sub-
stantially all of its property. This sale 
does not rise to that level,” he said.

Glorieta 2.0 gave leaseholders 
three options regarding their houses:

– A one-time buyout for $30 
per square foot, with a minimum 
$40,000 and maximum $100,000 
payment, regardless of the appraised 
value.

– A new 12-year lease. At the end 
of the lease, the building would go 
to Glorieta 2.0 for no compensa-
tion.

– Donation of the building to 
Glorieta 2.0.

In a widely disseminated email, 
Tompkins asserted documents filed 
with the court attest to “deceptive 
and intimidating practices of coer-
cion from both LifeWay and Glo-
rieta 2.0 in pushing homeowners 
to accept pennies on the dollar for 
their homes.”

Supporting documents submit-
ted to the court describe leasehold-
ers who claim they were caught by 
surprise this year when LifeWay un-
loaded the 2,400-acre retreat center.

John Yarbrough, a retired South-
ern Baptist minister and one-time 
home missionary, said more than 
10 years ago he responded to an ap-
peal by LifeWay to invest in a “new” 
Glorieta by purchasing a $150,000 
home in need of repair. If Glorieta 
were ever sold, he claims he was 
told, “I would receive a fair market 
value for my retirement investment.”

Yarbrough added, “I would never 
have signed that lease” had he 
known his investment would be in 
jeopardy.

This article was written by Ken 
Camp, managing editor of the Texas 
Baptist Standard with additional report-
ing by the Associated Baptist Press.

Glorieta leaseholders seek $12 mil. in damages
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Stake rejoins ABSC counseling efforts
LITTLE ROCK – J.D. Stake, retired 
pastor and church staff counselor for 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC), is once again available 
to assist the convention, the ABSC 
has announced.

Stake retired in October 2011 – 
for a second time – from perform-
ing counseling services offered by 
the ABSC leadership and worship 
team. At the time of his retirement, 
ABSC counseling services were 
moved to the Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes). 

Stake will be an additional coun-
selor available, as ABCHomes coun-
selors will continue to be available 
at no cost in a variety of locations 
throughout the state.

In his renewed role, Stake will 
be a member of the ABSC staff on 
a contract basis, said Jimmie Shef-
field, ABSC interim associate execu-
tive director.

“This is a unified approach for 
counseling through the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention,” said 
Sheffield. “J.D. Stake is one part of 
the counseling services offered by 
the ABSC.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC exec-
utive director, said he “very excited” 

about the counseling ministry pro-
vided to Arkansas Baptist pastors, 
staff and their families and by the 
partnership between ABCHomes 
and the ABSC.

“David Perry (ABCHomes execu-
tive director) has assembled a coun-
seling team that is of the utmost 
quality and ability and is second to 
none. Due to their tremendous re-
sponse and excessive work-
load, a man of the ability 
and reputation of J.D. Stake 
will be a great addition to 
this counseling team,” said 
Tucker.

Perry said the shift of 
counseling to ABCHomes 
has worked well for Arkan-
sas Baptists, and he wel-
comed the addition of Stake 
and his wealth of knowledge.

“We love our partnership with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion in providing counseling services 
to church staff and their immediate 
family members,” said Perry. “With 
the addition of Dr. J.D. Stake’s ser-
vices, as a counselor through the 
convention, we’re able to expand 
this offering, meeting the counseling 
needs of more ministers and their 
families.”

After Stake officially retired from 
the ABSC the first time in 2008, he 
continued to provide counseling for 
Arkansas Baptist pastors and church 
staff on a contract basis upon the re-
quest of Emil Turner, former ABSC 
executive director. Stake had served 
as ABSC pastor and church staff 
counselor since 1994.

Following his October 2011 re-
tirement from the contract 
position, Stake focused his 
efforts on the counseling 
ministry of Calvary Baptist 
Association in Judsonia.

ABCHomes counsel-
ing centers are located in 
Fayetteville, Jonesboro and 
at Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock. 
Additionally, counseling 

is offered one day a week at North 
Pulaski Baptist Association in North 
Little Rock and Harmony Baptist As-
sociation in Pine Bluff on Mondays; 
and Greene County Baptist Associa-
tion in Paragould and First Baptist 
Church in Rogers on Thursdays. 

For a complete list of counseling 
centers and contact information, 
visit www.abchomes.org/counsel-
ing or call 800-838-2272 (toll free in 
state) or 501-376-4791, ext. 5167.

Stake

continued from page one
COLORADO
victims of the flooding, as well as 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency) volunteers being 
housed at the fairgrounds.

Joe Burt, associational missionary 
for Red River Baptist Association 
and disaster relief “blue hat” volun-
teer, said that while feeding units of-
tentimes have little physical contact 
with the people for whom they are 
preparing meals, the team was given 
multiple opportunities to interact 
with victims of the floods and vol-
unteers of organizations there help-
ing as well.

“We have had some real interest-
ing (ministry) contacts,” said Burt. 
“We have about 38 FEMA corps vol-
unteers staying in the facility with 
us, and we have been able to cook 
for them. The last few days we have 
had 28 to 30 ministry contacts. We 
have had some good witnessing time 
already.”

Burt added, “We have prisoners 
who come in and clean where we are 
staying, and yesterday we fed them. 
One of our guys was able to give 
the prisoners – and there was about 
eight of them – his testimony of how 
he accepted Christ as his Lord and 
Savior, and because of that, they 
asked about possibly getting some 
Bibles. They got the officer in charge 
to come over, and they ended up re-
questing 30 Bibles for the whole jail. 

“Those are just some of the 
things that have been happening 
with our feeding unit,” said Burt. 
“Just showing God’s love has been 
a really good ministry to those kids     

(FEMA volunteers).”
The Red River feeding unit has 

been feeding between 200 and 250 
meals each day they have been de-
ployed to Longmont.

The Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention’s Unit One feeding unit 

relieved Red River’s unit Oct. 12. 
Depending on weather conditions, 
additional Arkansas disaster relief 
units may be deployed to Colorado 
in coming weeks.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN card contest announced
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) is announcing 
its annual Christmas card design 
contest. 

“After the phenomenal success 
of last year’s contest, we knew we 
had to make it an annual event,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor.

The design should depict a reli-
gious Christmas scene and be an 
original artistic design and not a 
photograph. 

The winning design will be fea-
tured in an upcoming edition of 
the ABN and will be used as the of-
ficial 2013 Christmas card, which 
is mailed to dozens of Southern 
Baptist entities. 

All entries must be received by 
Nov. 18 and will be judged by the 
ABN staff. The person with the 
winning entry will receive a $100 
gift certificate.

Entries must be submitted elec-
tronically and should be emailed 
to jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
If the art is too large for email, it 
may be submitted via mail on digi-
tal media, such as a CD-ROM, to 
ABN Christmas Card Contest, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204. Mailed entries must be re-

ceived on or before Nov. 18. Sub-
missions become the property of 
the ABN and will not be returned.

Rules for the Christmas card 
contest:

– Contest submissions accepted 
from all ages. Each entry should 
be accompanied by a brief biogra-
phy (100-200 words) and photo of 
the designer/artist.

– Multiple submissions are al-
lowed per individual – up to three 
entries.

– Designs should reflect a 
Christmas theme (please no com-
mercialized themes such as Santa 
Clause).

– Cards can be traditional, 
modern or even humorous. Re-
member, we are looking for cre-
ativity. 

– Art or graphics submitted 
must be the artist’s own original 
work or creation.

– No photography accepted.
– Artists must currently be a 

member of an Arkansas Baptist 
church and must be an ABN sub-
scriber (or the child of a current 
subscriber if artist is under age 18) 
either through church or individ-
ual plans.

22,000 churches ready
for ‘My Hope America’
PLANO, Texas (BP) – Nike Lada-
po shares a birthday week with 
Billy Graham, and the soon-to-
be 50-year-old Texas woman is 
following his lead on the most 
fulfilling way to celebrate a mile-
stone birthday. For his 95th 
birthday Nov. 7, the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association is 
kicking off a weeklong endeavor 
to reach the country with the gos-
pel. From Nov. 7-10, more than 
22,000 churches are participat-
ing in “My Hope America with 
Billy Graham,” reaching out 
with the love and good news of 
Christ in homes and other ven-
ues across the country. Ladapo, 
a member of the Dallas-area Pres-
tonwood Baptist Church, signed 
up after a Sunday service Oct. 
6 to host a “My Hope Party” at 
her home. She said she cannot 
imagine a better way to celebrate 
her birthday than by inviting 
family, friends and neighbors to 
her home and then sharing what 
Christ has done in her life and 
how He can transform their lives.

‘Religious beliefs’ led
to firing, James claims 
FORMER FOX Sports broad-
caster Craig James is pursuing 
legal action against the network, 
contending that his Sept. 2 ter-
mination stems from his reli-
gious beliefs. “We’re not going 
to allow Fox to rewrite history,” 
James told Baptist Press. Fox, 
like other companies often do 
after a misstep, is trying “to re-
trace and rewrite history, create 
smokescreens and distractions 
to take away from what the real 
truth is.” James was hired by Fox 
Sports Southwest on Aug. 30 as 
an on-air college football analyst 
for the network’s postgame show, 
and a press release from the com-
pany praised his “knowledge of 
college football and the experi-
ence he brings as an analyst.”

Hobby Lobby chief 
apologizes to Jews
THE OWNER of the Hobby 
Lobby craft store chain, under 
fire because his stores did not 
carry Hanukkah merchandise 
and because of a reported em-
ployee’s remark that offended 
many Jews, has apologized and 
announced that some stores 
will begin to carry Jewish holi-
day items, the Religious News 
Service reported.
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had – which was sometimes broken 
by unchurched familes in the com-
munity – was to wear costumes 
that depicted biblical or cartoon 
characters.

It was fun to see the gymnasium 
fill up with people 
and excitement 
as children played 
games, ate candy 
and shared lots of 
laughter.

As a “low im-
pact” way of getting 
contact informa-

tion from attendees, we would 
always have some door prizes do-
nated by local businesses.

What I noticed following the 
event was that we would typically 
see a number of new families and 
children visit our church for wor-
ship, Sunday school or Wednesday 
night events. This was big stuff for 
our church, which ran about 150 in 
worship.

And usually someone got saved.
While our fall event was mainly 

held as a wholesome alternative to 
Halloween activities – which par-
ents appreciated – it provided our 

F all is such a wonderful time! In 
Arkansas, God paints a beauti-

ful mosaic as the leaves turn beauti-
ful colors along our many highways 
and byways. The temperatures are 
typically nice and cool, prompting 
many to venture 
out after several 
months of solder-
ing summer tem-
peratures.

And fall is a 
wonderful time for 
church outreach!

Folks who don’t 
usually participate in church minis-
tries will take the time to take their 
children or grandchilden to “har-
vest festivals” and such at a local 
church.

When my children were small, I 
assisted with efforts at our church, 
which hosted a festival that many 
people in our small community 
loved and anticipated.

It also provided our children – 
and adults in our church – a great 
way to invite people they knew to 
church.

Children were encouraged to 
dress up, but one of the rules we 

When outreach gets kind of ‘spooky’
Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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church with a user-friendly entry 
point into the lives of families in 
our town who would not otherwise 
darken the door of the church.

I recall it was kind of overwhelm-
ing and may I say, “spooky” at 
times, planning such a large event. 
There were logistics, food, games, 

giveaways and volunteers to line 
up and coordinate, but in the end, 
everyone would say how much fun 
it was and how they couldn’t wait 
until next year.

Just ask those who will applaud 
your event for all eternity!    

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the ABN.

Leading ‘biblical’ worship in today’s church 
One of the hardest parts of 

worship leadership is that 
Scripture provides no specific 
guidelines for order, style or in-
strumentation. I have seen people 
leave churches over music style. I 
have personally heard complaints 
about the songs being sung and 
the instruments being used to ac-
company the songs. The most dif-
ficult facet of music as it affects 
worship is that it is inescapably 
relative to the church body in 
which it exists. The most defini-
tive aspect of music as it applies 
to worship in Scripture is that it 
is an outpouring of our human 
condition: our joy, our sorrow 
and our relationship to God. 

The biblical references for 
music in worship are sparse but 
exemplify both thanksgiving for 
God’s greatness and hope in His 
salvation. Moses and all of Israel 
sang praise to God for delivering 
them through the Red Sea (Ex. 
15:1-21). Deborah and Barak 

praised God for bringing peace to 
Israel through the defeat of Sisera, 
the commander of the Canaanite 
army (Judges 5). David sang a song 
giving glory to the Lord for the 
fall of Israel’s enemies (2 Sam. 22; 
Psalm 18). The 
Psalms were 
songs written 
as emotional 
outpourings to 
God, whether 
lamentation or 
praise. Paul and 
Silas sang praises 
to God while imprisoned in Philip-
pi – right before God “opened 
the door” to convert the jailer and 
his entire family (Acts 16:25-34). 
Paul instructed the Colossians to 
sing psalms and spiritual songs as 
an outpouring of the presence of 
God’s Word in their lives (Col. 
3:16). In no instance does God pro-
vide a model or mandate for music 
in His worship aside from a genu-
ine desire to praise Him.

In light of these instances, I be-
lieve that the music utilized in wor-
ship should be descriptive of God’s 
impact on one’s life, rather than a 
prescription of how worship should 
look from week to week. Whether 

it be “Amazing 
Grace” by John 
Newton or “How 
He Loves” by 
John Mark Mc-
Millan, our sing-
ing is to be a cor-
porate expression 
of our inward 

condition and desires. When music 
becomes a major point of conten-
tion, then perhaps not music, but 
rather the hearts of the people are 
the problem.

As worship leaders, our priority 
is the kingdom of God and making 
much of Christ. We should be will-
ing to step back and consider the 
impact our own preferences have 
on our faith community. Perhaps, 
we should be willing to change 

the format, allowing for prayer 
groups, for more Scripture read-
ing or for more testimonies of 
what God is doing in His people. 
These practices are as valid – if 
not more so – than merely sing-
ing reincarnations of someone 
else’s worship experience at the 
behest of our church families. 
Perhaps, we might even consider 
not singing at all to give heed to 
other corporate worship expres-
sions. 

As our title denotes, we should 
be leading people to all expres-
sions of worship, rather than to 
the popular or preferred forms. 
As Christians, our priority is the 
kingdom of God (Matt. 6:33). 
We should be leading in evan-
gelism and showing others how 
God is glorified in seeing sinners 
trust in Jesus! Everything else is 
secondary. 

Zach Pyron is worship pastor at 
The Church at Argenta in North 
Little Rock.

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

VIEWPOINT

Zach Pyron
 The Church at Argenta

North Little Rock
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A few years ago, while serving on the North 
American Mission Board staff, I was having 

a conversation with Peck Lindsey, then the execu-
tive director of the Kansas-Nebraska Convention of 
Southern Baptists. Lindsey, having known me since 
I was a teenager, asked me where I learned so well to 
coach church planters. My mind quickly went back 
to northeastern Kansas and high 
school.

“Make your bed and clean 
your room before you leave for 
school. A man from the Baptist 
building in Topeka is going to 
be at our house today,” she said.  

“OK, Mom!” I moaned.
During my senior year in high 

school, our family moved from 
Tulsa, Okla., to Seneca, Kan., where my dad had the 
assignment of restarting New Hope Baptist Church 
and establishing preaching points in surrounding 
communities. The area was only 8 percent evangeli-
cal, which was quite a contrast from Tulsa. 

Mom, dad and another man were sitting in the liv-
ing room as I entered our house after school.

“This is Bro. Dewey Hickey,” said my dad as the 
three of them stood up. I wanted to laugh at the 
name “Dewey Hickey” as I shook hands with our 
guest. 

The dinner table buzzed with conversation. My 
dad was so excited and encouraged as he talked 
about the new preaching points he and Hickey had 
discussed during the day. Hickey praised the wonder-

ful progress of New Hope.
After dinner, Hickey and my brothers went to the 

backyard, kicked a soccer ball and shot BB guns. 
Later that evening, Hickey sat down in the floor 
where he and my sister played with Barbie dolls. 
Later that evening, after everyone had gone to bed, 
Hickey and I sat on the back porch and just talked 

about life and the difficult changes I 
was experiencing moving from a big 
city in the buckle of the Bible Belt 
to a small German community in 
northern Kansas, which was primarily 
Roman Catholic. As I lay in bed that 
night, I thanked the Lord for such a 
kind man, Dewey Hickey. I chuckled 
again at his name.

After sharing this story with Lind-
sey, he looked at me with tears in his eyes. “Wow, 
that’s interesting,” he said. “Years ago, when Dewey 
and Harriett were church planters in Valentine, 
Neb., and I was the state missions director, that is 
exactly what I did with his family – even playing with 
Barbies on the floor with his girls.”

That one day made a difference – and that “one 
day” has been multiplied hundreds of times. Thank 
you, Dewey! 

Editor’s Note: Dewey Hickey now serves as pastor of 
Westwood Baptist Church in Greenwood, after having 
served on the executive staff of the North American Mis-
sion Board and as executive director for the Dakota Baptist 
Convention, among other roles. Eric W. Ramsey is presi-
dent of TCWM, based in Mountainburg.

ANSWERING
THE CALL

Eric Ramsey

P aul was unabashed when instructing the Church 
to pray for the advancement of the gospel. For 

example, in Ephesians 6, he tells the church to pray for 
effective opportunities, as well as for Paul himself, in 
sharing the gospel. This focus has been lost in today’s 
church culture. While I am no scholar on the history 
of revival, it does not take a theologian to know this: 
Revival will only come when the Church is on its knees 
praying for revival. 

When was the last time you planned and committed 
to a time of prayer for the gospel to be shared effective-
ly? As the pastor calling the church 
to prayer or for someone you have 
invited to church?

Over the last few weeks, I have been 
involved in a number of these prayer 
emphases. The effect on my focus has 
been both powerful and convicting. 
First Baptist Church, Cabot, begins 
each school year in August by prayer 
walking each school in our commu-
nity. Our student ministry – like so 
many – engages in See You at the Pole prayer events. 
Some Cabot student pastors planned a worship/prayer 
night as a SYATP preparatory event. I also had the joy 
of joining other Arkansas Baptist pastors in attending 
a pastors prayer event for revival in Dallas, Texas. This 
event was organized by another one of our Arkansas 
Baptist pastors, Ronnie Floyd of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas. 

Each time I was moved and challenged. Each time 
I was forced to confront lostness as I prayed alongside 
others believers. Each time I was convicted of allowing 
my prayer focus to be distracted by other things less im-
portant than the truth that a vast number of souls are 
dying and going to hell. Each time my heart was stirred 
deeply to pray more passionately and more often for 
revival and a move of God. 

The context of Paul’s call to pray for evangelism in 
Ephesians 6 explains why this effect occurs. First, this 
command comes in a passage discussing spiritual war-
fare. “Put on the full armor of God” is commanded in 
the same message as the call for praying “always with 

all prayer and supplication,” is given. This is not an 
accident. We put on armor in order to go to battle – a 
battle that is inherent to our Christian life. The front-
line of this war is the redeeming work of Christ. 

Second, Paul expressly commands praying “in the 
Spirit.” Adrian Rogers, pastor of my home church, Bel-
levue Baptist Church in Cordova, Tenn., used to teach 
us often, “The strongest and best prayers are those that 
begin in heaven and that move us to pray them back 
to heaven.” How can a Spirit-filled Christian fail to 
be moved to pray for revival? The God of heaven who 

planned salvation and sent Jesus to 
accomplish His redemptive plan is by 
His very nature focused on reaching 
the world He loves and sent Jesus to 
save. How can a follower of Christ 
attend church each week without 
praying for open doors to invite lost 
people? Without praying passionately 
throughout the morning for the in-
vitation time? Without praying over 
the preacher of the gospel as Paul 

requested for himself? 
Finally, Paul models this deep passion for the lost in 

his personal plea for prayer. He reveals his heart when 
he says he is “in chains” for the gospel. This is not the-
ology as much as the reality of what has happened in 
his heart as a follower of Christ. He is chained because 
he has been redeemed, which compelled Paul to share 
it with others. He has no other choice. It comes out of 
the pores of his skin, the cry of his heart and his com-
munication with other Christians. It should be that 
natural for us. Our hearts are naturally stirred through 
prayer. Praying for God to save souls in a focused and 
passionate way stirs a believer like nothing else will.  

Plan a focused prayer event for your church. Develop 
a prayer ministry to cover your Sunday services in 
prayer. Prayer walk your neighborhood or local school. 
Gather some pastors together for prayer. Put on the 
whole armor of God, and then respond to the battle 
cry to pray for people to come to Jesus.

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Plan a focused prayer event

Gore

Baptists Ask

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Greg Addison

John 15:1-8 speaks of the great 
bond between Jesus and His 

disciples and of God’s constant 
care. Using the metaphor of a 
fruit vine, Jesus described to 
His disciples the source of their 
fruitfulness. Jesus is the Vine, 
they are the branches and God 
is the Gardener (John 15:1, 
5). This 
powerful 
metaphor 
not only 
speaks of 
their fruit-
fulness in 
Christ (John 
15:4-5), but 
also of their 
outcome if they did not remain: 
They would wither and be 
thrown into the fire (John 15:6).

Jesus’ instruction is twofold. 
First, fruitfulness (evidence of 
their faith) is a product of a 
living relationship in Christ. 
As the branch cannot produce 
fruit apart from the vine, so no 
individual can bear fruit in the 
Lord without Jesus. Second, fol-
lowers who do not produce fruit 
should seriously consider their 
relationship in Christ. A rela-
tionship without evidence is no 
relationship at all. 

John 15 is similar to other 
passages throughout the Bible. 
Ezekiel decried Jerusalem, 
whose fruitless activities were 
only suitable for a fire (Ezek. 
15:1-8). John the Baptist 
preached that the ax was ready 
to go to the tree; those who 
did not produce fruit would be 
thrown into the fire (Luke 3:9). 
In one of Jesus’ parables, a care-
taker planned to cut down a fig 
tree if it did not bear fruit (Luke 
13:6-9). The outcome between 
the sheep and the goats was in 
their fruitful or fruitless activity 
(Matt. 25:31-46). James remind-
ed His readers that faith without 
action is dead (James 2:17).

John 15:6 may appear to 
describe disciples who left the 
faith; however, Jesus more likely 
is describing individuals who 
appeared to follow Him, but did 
not belong to Him. Judas and 
various antichrists fit the depic-
tion well (1 John 2:19).

Ken Gore is chair of the depart-
ment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College in Walnut 
Ridge. Baptists Ask is reader-driven. 
Questions for Gore are welcomed on 
a variety of biblical topics. To sub-
mit a question, email tim@arkan-
sasbaptist.org or call 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5153.

What did Jesus mean  
when He taught about the 
demise of the fruitless vine 
(John 15:6)?

The day ‘Dewey’ changed my life
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continued from page one
ACTS 1:8
Missouri church’s mission team,  
commented that one of their other 
participants is already planning a 
block party as a result of the Har-
rison trip.

Their stories are just some of 
many from that day of ministry.

More than 2,700 volunteers took 
part in the Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) and North Arkan-
sas Baptist Association. Par-
ticipants represented 207 
churches and came from 
five states besides Arkansas. 
This year, they spread out 
to minister across the Har-
rison area, which is served 
by North Arkansas Baptist 
Association.

For a number of those 
participating – like Curnutte – it 
was their first mission trip experi-
ence. 

One such person was 91-year-old 
Averil Davis, who has been a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, Harri-
son, for 72 years. 

“It’s an advantage to see so many 
of the Baptist faith,” she said. “This 
is just wonderful to see so many Bap-
tists.”

And Marie Mayes, of Northvale 
Baptist Church, Harrison, was also 
on her first mission trip. 

“So many people are interested in 
winning souls – that’s what I like,” 
she said. “I’m just thankful that peo-
ple are interested in doing God’s 
work. … That’s why I’m here.”

The three first-time “missionar-
ies” were part of the prayer warrior 
team led by Ella Faye Widner, mem-
ber of Bear Creek Springs Baptist 
Church, Harrison. 

“I don’t really be-
lieve we know the 
power of prayer,” 
said Widner, ref-
erencing how God 
answered Asa’s 
prayer in 2 Chron-
icles. 

“We just need 
to all get busy and 
serve the Lord,” she 
said. “I mean I really do believe our 
time is short and we need to reach 
as many people for the Lord as we 
can.”

But the one-day missions experi-
ence was not just for adults. While 
Curnutte, Davis, Mayes and Widner 
were serving as prayer warriors at 
the church, Carolyn Rook and her 
5-year-old son, Bradley, were prayer 
walking the streets of Harrison in 
the pouring rain.

“I know there’s hurting people in 
my town, and I just wanted to do 
anything I could to help and some-
thing that could involve my son, 
too,” Rook simply said.

And praying was only one aspect 
of the ministry that took place Oct. 
5. Despite the rain, participants vol-
unteered at a number of ministry 
sites, serving through construction 

work, a children’s fishing derby, 
cowboy ministries, sports camps, 
children’s ministry, hunger-relief 
ministry, jail ministry, block parties 
and medical missions.

Through these sites, they were 
able to meet the needs of commu-
nity members such as Doreen Jones.

Jones had read about the medi-
cal clinic in the newspaper and 
had been planning to come for two 
weeks. Through the services offered 
by mission trip volunteers, Jones 
said she got her flu shot and had 

her eyes checked and teeth 
cleaned. 

“It feels great because, 
with my insurance, I don’t 
have insurance to cover for 
dental and vision and all 
that stuff, so kind of like, 
moneywise, I couldn’t af-
ford it otherwise,” Jones 
told the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

Volunteers also took part 
in senior adult ministry, and the se-
nior adult choir from Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano, Texas, who 
were in the area already, sang at sev-
eral nursing homes.

In addition, community mem-
bers were offered a free lunch, and 
through this, more than 5,000 
people were fed. In addition, five 
vanloads of food, all brought by par-
ticipants, were delivered to hunger 
sites and the Arkansas Baptist Boys 
Ranch.

By the end of the day, the one-
day volunteers had seen 36 people 
accept Christ, six of whom were in-
mates. In addition, all the women in 
the jail visited by volunteers rededi-
cated their lives.

“Yes, it was a ‘God day’ in Har-
rison – a day that none of us could 
have done ourselves,” said Breck 
Freeman, ABSC missions ministries 

team member 
and Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip 
coordinator. “It 
was wet, and the 
weather did not 
stop any activities. 
We prayed in the 
rain, we fished 
in the rain, we 
shared in the rain 
we played in the 

rain, and we moved block parties, 
children’s sites and sports camps in-
side church gyms across the area.”

The event not only blessed com-
munity members, it also helped 
light a fire in the hearts of volun-
teers. They are taking it back to their 
own churches, associations and even 
states.

Tracy Archibald, pastor of Unity 
Baptist Church, Paragould, shared 
how the Acts 1:8 event can impact a 
church. His church first got involved 
in the Pine Bluff Acts 1:8 project 
in 2010, never having done much 
mission work as a church prior to 
that. The 2010 project spurred 
their church on, and they bought a 
block party trailer and began doing 
block party ministry. They have 
since grown from an attendance of 
about 60 to an attendance of about 

200. And they take missions teams 
around the nation and internation-
ally.

Archibald will become the Acts 
1:8 One Day Mission Trip coordi-
nator in 2014, working with Free-
man, community missions strategist 
for the ABSC. Archibald previously 
served as block party coordinator for 
the ABSC.

“We’d love to see more mission-
aries, and within that, we’ll be tak-
ing on more projects and reaching 
lost for Christ – that’s our biggest 
thing,” he said about his hopes for 
the future of the one-day missions 
event. “Our overall goal is evange-
lism – that we do something for the 
kingdom of Christ.”

Ken Patterson, deacon at Ridge-
wood Baptist Church, Forrest City, 
knows how the Acts 1:8 missions 
event can inspire a church. He said 
his church had not previously been 
involved in the one-day missions 
event until it came to their area last 
year. And it inspired them to con-
tinue to be involved again this year.

“We got excited about it,” Patter-
son said. “I mean we saw what re-
sults happened there and the change 
it made in so many lives – not only 
just in the community, but in our 
church. It got us excited about mis-
sions.”

In fact, his church took the idea 
of a one-day mission trip to the 
small town of LaHarpe, Kan. And a 
church planting couple, along with 
one other person, from LaHarpe 
Baptist Mission decided to come to 
Harrison for Arkansas’ one-day mis-
sion trip. 

Freeman said he is in contact 
with the Kansas-Nebraska Conven-

tion of Southern Baptists, helping 
them become more involved in Acts 
1:8 mission trips.

Royce Sweatman, associational 
missionary for North Arkansas 
Baptist Association, said his office 
has been “inundated” with people 
telling stories of how God worked 
and how their churches are already 
planning to start their own Acts 1:8 
events.

“I’m hearing story after story, and 
it has just been thrilling to see what 
it’s done in our association and how 
our people have responded,” he 
said.

He said he strategically planned 
a senior adult event to take place 
prior to the one-day mission trip and 
a crusade to take place directly after 
the trip – with hopes of passing out 
fliers for the crusade.

Sweatman is less than a year from 
retirement, so he wanted to end well 
and for the one-day missions trip to 
reflect his heart and encourage oth-
ers to do what Christ said – take the 
gospel to the world, beginning at 
home and stretching outward.

“The biggest problem we have 
today is not that we need to get peo-
ple to church, but we need to get the 
church to the people,” he said. “And 
Acts 1:8 is a tool where we can get 
the church to leave the building and 
get out among the people. … And 
with 2,767 people signing up, we re-
ally did it with a bang.”

The 2014 Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip is scheduled for Oct. 4 in 
El Dorado. For more information, 
contact 501-376-4791, ext. 5150, or 
email oraines@absc.org.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Sweatman

Jackie James (above), in state mission projects coordinator for the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
sets up to serve lunch at First Baptist Church, Harrison, as part of the Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip. 
Mission trip volunteers (below) find their assigned groups before beginning their day of service to 
the community. Photos by Jessica Vanderpool
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ACTS 1:8
ONE DAY MISSION TRIP - HARRISON

“But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”

Acts 1:8

ABN online
View a photo gallery 
of the Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery

Participants (top right and bot-
tom left) join hands to pray at 
the Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 

Trip. Prayer warriors 
(above) ser ve 

by bathing the 
missions event 

in prayer from 
from their station 

at First Baptist 
Church, Harrison.

Community member Doreen Jones (above) gets her eyes checked by Dr. Ken 
Hubbard of First Baptist Church, Harrison, and Jeanie Tomlinson of Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Harrison. Many activities, such as block parties and children’s ministry 
(top), were moved inside due to rain. Tracy Archibald (inset at top), pastor of 
Unity Baptist Church, Paragould, speaks to leaders. Archibald will become the 
Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip coordinator in 2014, working with Breck Freeman, 
coordinator for this year’s mission trip and Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
missions ministries team leader and community missions strategist.
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Second, Jacksonville, strikes balance in redesign
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

JACKSONVILLE – There’s a little 
restaurant just down the way from 
the candy store, which is near the 
police station, not far from the fire 
station. The buildings are colorful, 
and the atmosphere is filled with 
love for God.

The name off this charming place 
is “Kidville,” and it is the newly 
renovated children’s area of Second 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville. The 
colorful facades are actually class-
rooms and other areas.

Steve Walter, pastor of Second 
Baptist Church, said they tried to 
maintain a balance when designing 
Kidville – creating it to have a “wow 
factor” without being “over the top.”

He said they recognized that “in 
order to continue to reach young 
families or to grow young family 
ministry, we needed to provide space 
that would be beneficial without 
being … a sacred cow or being an 
idol.”

“We wanted it to be fun, but we 
did not necessarily want it to be 
overbearing or at least so over-con-
suming that kids would never hear 
the message or that kind of thing,” 
Walter explained. 

Jeff Elmore, associate pastor of 
administration and discipleship, 
said the vision for Kidville was a 
team effort, mainly between Melissa 
Ratliff, interim children’s ministry 
coordinator; Shirlee Francis, wife of 
the church’s former music minister, 
and himself, though others were in-
volved as well.

Kidville is on the second floor of 
the children’s and preschool build-
ing and encompasses about 5,000 
square feet, which includes a large 
corporate worship area, classrooms 
and adequate support space.

And though the rooms are 

themed on the outside like a town, 
their insides are more generic. 

Elmore said Francis came up with 
the design for the facades, and Dick-
ie Penn, a fellow church member 
and general contractor with Rich 
Homes Inc., implemented Francis’ 
ideas, donating a lot of his time 
along the way.

And as chil-
dren enjoy the 
renovated area’s 
fun designs, par-
ents can rest as-
sured they are safe 
while doing it. 
Walter explained 
they have in-
creased security 
in the new area 
that includes 
constant sur-
veillance.

“We have DVR (digital video re-
corder) coverage so everything that’s 
going on is recorded from motion 
activity; and during actual Kidville 
worship times on Sunday mornings 
and Sunday evenings, there’s actual-
ly somebody who is also monitoring 
the activity and what’s going on up 
there through the video cameras,” 
explained Elmore.

When Kidville was unveiled ear-
lier this year, it was obvious that it 
made an impact – on young and old 
alike.

Elmore said the looks on the chil-
dren’s faces were priceless.

“The church had been guilty of 
never having done anything in the 
past with children as a primary 
focus. Space before had always been 
leftover space or hand-me-down 
space. … And so this really was a 
big step in the life of the church of 
actually saying, ‘OK, we’re going to 
make children a priority, and we’re 
going to make family ministry a pri-
ority and we’re going to invest in 

this ministry by creating the space 
for them,’” he said. 

But perhaps even more excited 
than the children were the senior 
adults.

Elmore explained that Kidville is 
actually a renovation of adult edu-
cation space, which had been built 

with children in 
mind years ago. 

He explained 
that the lower 
level of the 
building was al-
ready in use as 
preschool and 
nursery space, 
and so the reno-
vation of the 
upstairs into 
Kidville is really 

the completion of the origi-
nal plan from the 1990s.

“And so that’s where a lot of our 
older members were just tickled to 
death to do it – because they would 
say, ‘Well that’s what we were sup-
posed to do to begin with. The 
building was built for that – we just 
never did it,’” he said. 

 “Our senior adults fully em-
braced it, and we actually had senior 
adults in tears when they saw it for 
the first time and said, ‘This is so 

much better than what we had even 
envisioned.’ And they’ve been proud 
to come up there – they’ll take the 
elevator and go up there just to show 
their friends around,” said Elmore. 

“This particular endeavor of chil-
dren’s ministry was really a neat, 
neat bridging of generations,” Wal-
ter said. 

He said they view the renovated 
area as a tool. 

“There’s always a balance in min-
istry in terms of the tools you use 
– and you have to remember that a 
building is a tool,” Walter said. “It is 
not the most important tool by any 
means. God can use those, but they 
can very easily become idols, … and 
we never wanted any of our facili-
ties at any time to be sacred cows or 
idols in our worship. So we try to 
keep it in perspective, and that’s an 
ongoing feat,” said Walter.

Elmore said he thinks the project 
exceeded their expectations.

“It ended up being great on so 
many levels,” he said. “The kids love 
it. It’s really jump-started our chil-
dren’s ministry. It’s a great tool that 
we’ve been glad the Lord has blessed 
us with, and we hope to use it to 
bring glory and honor to Him.” 

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

the completion of the origi-
nal plan from the 1990s.
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JONESBORO – A conference 
room, large multipurpose meet-
ing room, kitchen, reception area 
and double the square footage of 
the previous building – that’s what 
Mt. Zion Baptist Association’s new 
building features, along with other 
amenities. In addition, the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries counselor/area direc-
tor has a private waiting room and 
entrance to the building.

“The old building served the asso-
ciation well for many years, but was 
small and dated,” said Ed Gillham, 
associational missionary at Mt. Zion 
Baptist Association. 

He said new commercial develop-
ment was surrounding the old build-
ing, which was built in 1968.

“Our building looked out of 
place among all the larger, modern 
buildings,” he said. “With the devel-
opment of the former fairgrounds 
across the street, the value of the 
land was increasing and the time 
was right to sell.”

Construction began in summer 
2012 for the new building, which is 
located behind Malco Hollywood 
Cinema in Jonesboro.

“We are grateful for God’s provi-
sion of this building,” said Gillham. 
“The proceeds from the sale of the 
old property, after being on the mar-
ket only about seven days, allowed 

us to greatly enlarge and enhance 
our office without incurring any 
debt or undertaking any fundrais-
ing. I am thankful for the return on 
the investment of the many faithful 
people who have served here over 
the years. It was a good move! Mt. 
Zion Baptist Association is a strong 
association, and this move positions 
us for future growth.”

He said a “great sense of excite-
ment” is present in those visiting 
and working in the new building.

 “It is very nice, new and func-
tional,” he said of the building, add-
ing, “We have doubled our square 
footage. The new space and design 
will allow us to do things that we 
could not do before. It provides a 
new image for our association that 
reflects the health and vibrancy of 
our churches.”

He said photos of the buildings of 
all 47 congregations in the associa-
tion are displayed in the reception 
area.

“This reminds us of who we are,” 
Gillham explained. “Other areas 
display photos of Mt. Zion mission 
trips at every level of Acts 1:8. This 
reminds us of what we are here to 
do.”

Gillham said several men from 
churches in the association owned 
businesses that helped with various 
aspects of the building process.

“Their involve-
ment and support 
helped us be good 
stewards and kept 
our costs down,” 
said Gillham.

Bobby Floyd, 
pastor of Valley 
Ridge Baptist 
Church, Jones-
boro, allowed 
the associational 
staff to use the 
church’s office 
while the new 
building was 
under construc-
tion.

Their first day in the new build-
ing was Jan. 14, and Gillham said he 
is seeing it make a difference.

“We designed the building so 
that it would be very functional for 
meetings, training events and even 
available for new church plants and 
use by existing churches,” he said. 
“These things are already happen-
ing. We want the building to be used 

more than just daily office hours.”
Gillham said he has “emphasized 

the theme that has often been heard 
in our state convention: ‘This build-
ing is not our headquarters – the 
local church is our headquarters.’” 

“The building is a great tool that 
will be used for the advancement of 
God’s kingdom as we seek to truly 
be an Acts 1:8 association,” he said.

Valley builds ed. facility
SEARCY – Valley Baptist Church, 
Searcy, is currently finishing up 
construction on a new two-story 
education building. The structure 
will provide the church with addi-
tional Sunday school classrooms, 
an indoor recreation area and                          
daycare facilities. 

Jack Delk, a member of Valley 
Baptist who owns Delk Construc-
tion, is the general contractor for 
the project.

“Space is at a premium at our 
church. … We are growing, and 
the Lord is blessing,” said Delk. 
“Between the two floors, the new 
building is going to be about 40,000 
square feet.”

Valley Baptist’s pastor, James 
Hays, had a vision to use the 
church’s facilities six days a week, 
said Delk. One of the ways the 
church plans to accomplish this 
is to use the bottom floor of their 

new education building as a daycare                               
starting Jan. 1.

The bottom floor classrooms 
will also be used for after-school 
programs for school-age children 
and children’s Sunday school, said 
Delk. The top floor classrooms will 
mostly be used for young adult Sun-
day school but will also have a large 
carpeted room, which will include a 
basketball court and recreation areas 
for the Awana children’s program.

“It has been one of the most 
blessed projects we’ve (Delk Con-
struction) ever done,” said Delk. 
“We do a lot of churches. I don’t 
know if it’s because I go to this one 
or not, but it’s been a great experi-
ence so far.”

“And we are growing. We are 
probably going to have to build a 
sanctuary before too long because 
our Sunday night services are blow-
ing out the seams,” he said.

Mt. Zion Association new building ‘functional’

Ed Gillham, associational missionary for Mt. Zion Baptist Association,  
outside association’s new offices in Jonesboro.
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Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation. Consider helping secure the future of 
the official news journal of the state convention by 
including the ABN in your will or by making a contri-
bution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Contact David 
Moore at the Foundation at 501-376-0732.

Basically Church: ‘Out of the box, into the Word’
Jennifer Bryant
Arkansas Baptist News

DUMAS – In April 2011, Dean 
Dancer, a bi-vocational pastor, was 
in a great place in his life. He loved 
the church he was pastoring and 
never had any intention of leaving. 
God had other plans, however.

“God began to deal with my heart 
about stepping down” as pastor of 
my church, Dancer shared. “I was 
heartbroken. I didn’t want to leave. 
I felt like it was my home.”

Dancer began praying about 
stepping down, and in June of that 
year, he “reluctantly stepped down 
to obey God,” he said. He told his 
church, “My job here is done.”

Before he felt the call to leave his 
church, he had been approached by 
different people about planting a 
new church in inner city Pine Bluff. 
He did not want to do it.

But after stepping down from 
his church, Dancer decided to set 
up a meeting with Dave McClung, 
church planting strategist with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC). They met in White Hall 
and discussed church planting.

“The seed was planted” at that 
meeting, Dancer said.

So late in 2011, Dancer shared 
nine different people came to him 
about planting a church in Dumas. 
He was telling Dewayne Tanton, as-
sociational missionary for Harmony 
Baptist Association, what all was 
going on, and Tanton told him he 
should plant one in Pine Bluff.

“I still didn’t want to start one 
at all,” stressed Dancer. He began 
reading several books and continued 
praying. 

In November 2011, Dancer no-
ticed his wife, Kelley, had been read-
ing his books and was underlining 
and writing notes in them. 

“She was very intent on what she 
was doing,” he said. “God was giving 
her a vision.” Dancer didn’t tell his 
wife that he knew she was reading 
the books. It was not long until she 
came to him “telling him to (start a 
church).”

While visiting Cross Church, 
Springdale, in early 2012, Dancer 
was enjoying the service. That day, 
during the entire service, “God used 
Ronnie Floyd (Cross Church pastor) 
to confirm in me” that He wanted 
me to plant a church in Dumas. 

“I cried the entire service,” said 
Dancer. He and his wife discussed 
this all the way home while Dancer 
was still trying to play the devil’s ad-
vocate. The following Sunday morn-
ing, they shared with their church 
family what God had called them to 
do – start a church in Dumas.

So, on Feb. 22, 2012, 11 adults 
and their children met together in a 
home for the first time. 

“We were blessed to have a couple 
who led music,“ said Dancer. “This 
was the beginning of the vision start-
ing.” 

Dancer met with McClung again 
to start working on getting the 

church up and going, resulting in 
Dancer and his wife attending “basic 
training” for church starting. While 
at the training, the couple was asked 
to condense God’s calling into a vi-
sion or spiritual business plan. They 
needed to focus on what the concept 
would be and how to help people 
understand the specific mission of 
the church they were being called 
to start based on information from 
demographics and “knowing the cul-
ture of the land,” said Dancer.

Basically, Dancer said they felt led 
to focus on the “recovering of two 
lost generations of unchurched and 
lost people.” There are so many peo-
ple in the latest two generations with 
no spiritual or biblical background.

“Everything (the church does) is 
designed to go after these two gen-
erations,” Dancer explained. “None 
of our churches were going out after 
different cultures or ethnicities.”

Dancer emphasized he is not 
faulting anyone, but that was what 
he felt this new church’s focus need-
ed to be. 

“We do a lot of things to show 
them they are welcome,” he said.

To facilitate the message, “Out 
of the box according to the Word” 
is the mission statement the church 
chose to explain their goal. 

“Everyone is welcome. There is 
a rustic feel,” said Dancer. “It is de-
signed to make people feel comfort-
able.”

While mapping out the “business 
plan” for a new church, goals are set 
and a time frame is given to accom-
plish them. Then a “launch” date 
is set.

With help from the North Amer-
ican Mission Board, the ABSC, 
Harmony Baptist Association, First 
Baptist Church of White Hall and 
numerous other donors, two build-
ings were leased and refurbished, 
including new flooring, air condi-
tioner and plumbing. 

The first Sunday of October 
2012, about 30 members brought 
lawn chairs, wore coats and met in 
their new church building. They 
continued making improvements 
to the buildings and prayer walked 
both buildings, praying God would 
increase them and “help us to make 
it through,” said Dancer. 

Each month, the congregation 
increased. Finally on their “launch” 
day of Aug. 4, “Basically Church” – 
the name of the new church – had 
117 present for services and baptized 
eight people. They are now averag-
ing 86. In the last month, three 
people have joined, and four people 
have accepted Jesus as their Savior. 

Dancer stressed that without 
some “key people, this church would 
have been a hopeless endeavor.”

“This was not accomplished by 
me alone,” he said. The church al-
ready has a leadership team that 
includes praise team leaders, an 
associate pastor, youth pastors, a 
children’s director, trustees, an ad-
ministrative assistant and a financial 
secretary – all volunteers. 

It’s one 
thing to 
have read 
and studied 
a number 
of books on 
church plant-
ing, said Tan-
ton, “but to 
have some-
one come to 
your office 
and share 
their vision 
for a new 
church and 
to see them 
follow step-
by-step good 
principles of 
church plant-
ing and then 
to be there at 
the first ser-
vice of that 
church is an-
other.”

“It’s just 
u n r e a l , ” 
said Dancer. 
“There are 
no bound-
aries. They 
come in … 
multiracial 
couples, they 
feel comfort-
able. 

“It ’s  a 
privilege and 
an honor to 
offer anyone a place to worship. I’ve 
never been a part of anything like 
this,” he said. “I wake up excited be-
cause I know something is going to 
happen.”

“We stay true to our Southern 
Baptist roots, but everything else is 
up for grabs,” Dancer added.

Jennifer Bryant is southeast region 
correspondent for the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

Dean Dancer stands in front of Basically Church in Dumas.
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Spicer named new NW Foundation rep.
LITTLE ROCK – T.O. Spicer has 
been named northwest area repre-
sentative for the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Spicer previously served six years 
as pastor of Sang Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville. He resigned 
from the church effective Oct. 9.

David Moore, Foundation presi-
dent, said Spicer’s background as a 
pastor and associational missionary 
is a perfect fit to work with Foun-
dation donors. In addition, Spicer’s 
wife, Martha, served as an area repre-
sentative for southwest Missouri for 
the Missouri Baptist Convention.

“T.O. and Martha are inseparable 
partners in ministry,” said Moore, 

continuing, “We are obviously get-
ting the benefit of two skilled ser-
vants of Christ as they 
work together to raise the 
awareness of our ministry 
in that area of our state. 
We are excited that they are 
anxious to promote estate 
stewardship in the lives of 
our church members.”

The northwest region in-
cludes about 250 churches, 
encompassing five associa-
tions.

“Martha and I will be 
doing it together,” said Spicer. “We 
have had a long connection to Foun-
dation work and a good experience 

with state stewardship work. This 
has been a long-term thing.”

Spicer recounted an 
event where a speaker 
shared that the United 
States in the years to come 
“would see the greatest 
transfer of wealth in the 
history of the world.”

“This is my generation,” 
he said, stressing the im-
portance of the work the 
Foundation does through 
trusts, gift annuities, en-
dowments, scholarships 

and other funds that benefit South-
ern Baptist-related ministries.

Prior to his retirement in 2002 as 
director of missions of Spring River 
Baptist Association in Missouri, 
Spicer served as pastor of numer-
ous Arkansas churches, including 
First Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge; 
Johnson Baptist Church, Johnson, 
and Liberty Baptist Church, Dutch 
Mills. He also has pastored church-
es in Missouri and Texas and has 
served as interim associational mis-
sionary of the Washington Madison 
Baptist Association in Fayetteville.

Spicer has held positions on the 
Historical Commission of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
and served as president of the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention.

The Director of Missions Fel-
lowship of Missouri named Spicer 
Director of Missions of the Year in 
1997.

ABSC offers deacon seminars
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) leadership 
and worship team offers a variety 
of resources to churches, includ-
ing deacon encouragement and 
training seminars.

The “Deacons: Be It, See It, 
Risk It, Do It” seminars are gen-
erally held on weeknights for 2-3 
hours. However, they can range 
up to 6 hours if so desired, giv-
ing time for more feedback and 
discussion.

The four sessions – Be It, See 

It, Risk It and Do It – focus on 
character and discipleship; mis-
sions and vision; courage and 
change, and strategy and team-
work respectively.

“The response to these semi-
nars have been overwhelmingly 
positive, from, ‘Definitely an 
“aha” moment,’ to, ‘I want us 
to start deacon projects,’” said 
Denny Wright, ABSC leadership 
and worship team leader.

For more information, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5114.

State conv. launches ministry job website
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) is 
reaching out to individuals, church-
es and other Arkansas Baptist enti-
ties through 
the creation 
of a new web-
site – http://
ser ve .absc .
org – which 
is designed 
to help more 
churches fill 
needed min-
istry roles.

“ T h e 
ABSC Em-
p l o y m e n t 
and Ministry Opportunities website 
is designed as an online bulletin 
board where churches, associations 

and ABSC agencies and institutions 
will have the ability to post both paid 
and volunteer ministry positions,” 
said William Jaques Jr., ABSC lead-

ership and 
worship team 
member. “Ad-
d i t i o n a l l y , 
people who 
are seeking a 
paid or vol-
unteer min-
istry position 
will be able to 
search for po-
tential posi-
tions in their 
area.”

Jaques said that in the past, 
churches have not had a place to 
post position openings on the 

Spicer

‘Be It, See It, Risk It, Do It’

Arkansas Baptists challenged to meet hunger needs in Oct.
THERE ARE ALMOST 900 million 
hungry people in the world today, 
according to mate-
rial from Baptist 
Global Response 
about Global Hun-
ger Relief, the or-
ganization formerly 
the World Hunger 
Fund. 

With this sta-
tistic in front of them, people are 

being challenged to fight hunger 
during October, which has been 

dubbed World 
Hunger Month.

But hunger 
isn’t just some-
thing facing 
those in Third 
World countries 
– it’s right here 
in Arkansas.

In 2012, more than 269,000 peo-

ple were fed through 26 hunger sites 
affiliated with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC). In addi-
tion, Breck Freeman, a member of 
the ABSC missions ministries team, 
said 402 people accepted Christ last 
year in conjunction with hunger 
ministry.

Global Hunger Relief is the av-
enue through which Southern Bap-
tists can combat hunger, knowing 
100 percent of their gifts meet hun-

ger needs. Donations can be made 
at worldhungerfund.com.

Arkansas Baptist churches may 
access a number of customized re-
sources provided by the ABSC, 
including downloadable bulletin 
inserts, skits, a find-a-word sheet, a 
calendar and a collage activity for 
children, at www.absc.org/hunger. 
Contact Michelle Hendrix at mhen-
drix@absc.org or call 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5249, for more information.

convention website, but that has 
changed with the creation of the 
new website. Now anyone with ac-
cess to the Annual Church Profile 
website – http://acp.absc.org – can 
use that login information to log on 
to the new ministry website and post 
available positions. Then, people 
looking for ministry opportunities 
can search for positions in their 
areas. In addition, people can sign 
up to receive an email notification 
when a new position is posted.

“We hope that this site will be 
useful for connecting churches, as-
sociations and state convention em-
ployees, agencies and institutions 
with willing individuals to fill need-
ed ministry roles,” said Jaques.

For more information, email 
Jaques at wjaques@absc.org.

•Oct. 1-31: Cooperative Pro-
gram Emphasis Month 
•Oct. 18-19: OSFA Training the 
Trainer – ABSC building, Little 
Rock
•Oct. 18-20: Hold Fast Youth 
Retreat – Camp Siloam
•Oct. 29-30: ABSC Annual 
Meeting – Cross Church, Pinnacle 
Hills, Rogers
•Nov. 1-30: Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries Thanksgiving offer-
ing – Statewide
•Nov. 4: Baptist Women’s 
World Day of Prayer
•Nov. 9: ServSafe Kitchen 
Training  – ABSC building, Little 
Rock

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Mark your calendar

Lottie 
Moon

Week of Prayer for 
International Missions 

and Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering

Dec. 1-8

View podcasts, videos, 

photo galleries, 

upcoming events

and more at 

www.arkansasbaptist.org
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Emmet First Baptist is seeking a bi-vocation-
al pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 186, Emmet, AR 
71835-0186.

Kern Heights Baptist Church is seeking full-
time pastor. Send resume to 822 N. 9th, De 
Queen, AR 71832, Attn: Pastor Search Committee 
or khbc@windstream.net.

Destiny Cowboy Church in central Arkansas 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. This indi-
vidual must adhere to the Western/cowboy culture. 
Please sent resume to Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 
3, Cabot, AR 72023.

First Baptist Church, Dardanelle, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resumes to Pastor 
Search Committee, 118 South 2nd Street, Darda-
nelle, AR 72834 or email to FBCDardanelle@gmail.
com by Oct. 31, 2013.

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Please send resumes to caleb-
finley@hotmail.com or they may also be sent to 
Manila First Baptist Church Pastor Search Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church of Rogers is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 

resume to PGBC, Attn: Pastoral Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 517, Lowell, AR 72745 or email to pgb-
churchrogers@yahoo.com.

Dermott Baptist Church, Dermott, is seeking 
a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
334, Dermott, AR 71638 or email to dbc5744@att.
net.

Big Creek Baptist Church, Heavener, Okla., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. The 
church is located in southeastern Oklahoma and 
is a member of the LeFlore Baptist Association. 
Send resumes with a CD or DVD if possible to Pas-
tor Search Committee, Big Creek Baptist Church, 
13186 Blackfork Road, Heavener, OK or email to 
bcbccommittee@gmail.com. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Bi-vocational youth: Immanuel (Fort 
Smith) needs one who envisions and dedicates to 
our potential. We have youth to start, but location 
lends to explosive growth. For adventure details, 
contact immanuelbaptistfs@gmail.com or 479-
782-1009.

Baring Cross Baptist Church is seeking to add a 
minister of discipleship to our ministry team. 
Resumes may be submitted to Baring Cross Baptist 

Church, 7541 Warden Road, Sherwood, AR 72120 
or via email to bcbcmarty@sbcglobal.net.

Graves Memorial Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock is prayerfully seeking a youth minister 
and a worship leader. Part-time or full-time 
dual ministry. For job descriptions, call 501-851-
1493.

First Baptist Church in Marion is seeking full-
time minister of worship to lead a large, 
multifaceted worship ministry. Resumes and rec-
ommendations can be sent to Dr. Clay Hallmark, 
FBC, P.O. Box 6, Marion, AR 72364 or emailed to 
clay.hallmark@firstmarion.org.

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a part-
time minister of music. Resumes may be sent 
to the church’s email address, fbcda@centurytel.
net, or mailing address, FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, 
AR 72040.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne is 
seeking a bi-vocational associate pastor 
with responsibilities in music and young 
adults. Contact Pastor Gary Henson at ghen-
son_49@hotmail.com or call 870-208-5990.

FBC, Muskogee, Okla., is accepting resumes for 
the position of a full-time associate pastor. 
Send resumes and inquiries to pastor@fbcmusk-
ogee.org or Pastor Lance Sawyer, 111 S. 7th St., 
Muskogee, OK 74401; 918-682-3496.

First Baptist Church of Judsonia is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Email resumes 
to fbcjud@gmail.com or call 501-279-6748.

Formosa Baptist in Clinton is prayerfully search-
ing for a part-time worship leader who can 
lead a blended service. Please send resumes or 
questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or Formosa 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 72031. 

Full-time youth minister – First Baptist 
Church, West Plains, Mo. Provide comprehensive 
biblically based ministry for students (youth/col-
lege). Duties: teaching/discipleship of students, 
visitation, budgeting, occasional preaching. Skills: 
organization, leadership, communication, mentor-
ing. Experience: minimum 1-3 years. Education: 
minimum bachelor’s degree, master’s or MDiv a 
plus. Work schedule: 40+ hours/week as need 
requires. Sunday is a workday. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, Attn: HR Team, 202 Walnut St., West 
Plains, MO 65775 or email wlmailhtml:spencerr@
westplainsfirst.org. Deadline: Oct. 31, 2013.

Miscellaneous

First Baptist Church of Calico Rock is looking for 
a used school bus to transfer children to their 
WASH program. To help, please call 870-291-0994 
or email kevin@kevinbishop.org.

Beth Connell (left), member of North Tenth 
Street Baptist Church, Blytheville, gives to 
the offering that Kate Walker (right) and 
fellow children take up each Sunday dur-
ing the morning worship service. Though 
the children have only been collecting the 
offering for about a year, it has already 
benefitted several causes. The children 
have donated money to a family in Africa; 
the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries, and a local women’s 
shelter to help purchase Christmas toys for 
the children living there.

North Tenth offering

Read more at www.arkansasbaptist.org

Church life
Lakeview Baptist Church, Arka-

delphia, will begin its homecoming 
weekend at 6 p.m. Oct. 19 with a 
Southern gospel singing, which will 
feature The Apostles, The Crusad-
er’s Ministry, The Messengers Of 
Song, Breakaway Band and Traci 
Cooper. The church will then cel-
ebrate its 110th homecoming at 10 
a.m., Sunday, Oct. 20, featuring The 
Crusader’s Ministry and a message 
by evangelist David Talley, also a 
member of The Crusader’s Ministry.  
Revival services will take place at 6 
p.m. Oct. 20 and 7 p.m. Oct. 21-23. 
Former members and pastors are in-
vited to attend, and those attending 
the Sunday morning homecoming 
service will be recognized. 

Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 
and the local Boys and Girls Club 
are partnering together for Fam-

ily Fest 2013, which will take place 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Oct. 30. The 
family-friendly event will celebrate 
faith, families and fall and will in-
clude games, inflatables, music, 
light food/concessions and family 

photos. For more information, con-
tact Adam Brown at 501-262-9779 
or adam@crossgate.org.

John Compton of Halley Baptist 
Church, Dermott, baptizes Dakota 
Hutchinson, 11, who recently 
made a profession of faith. The 
baptism took place in a por-
table water tank from the Halley 
Volunteer Fire Department that 
had been set up in a parking lot. 
The small rural church has no bap-
tistery and usually holds its bap-
tisms at other area churches.

Baptism

Southside Baptist Church, Hamburg, designated its 
vacation Bible school (VBS) offering for the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries. The 
children raised $300.

VBS offering
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God provides through clothing giveaway
HARRISBURG – Every year, the family life center 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Harrisburg, is trans-
formed. Where once basketballs were dribbled, 
now racks of clothing and rows of shoes take cen-
ter court. Other rooms hold toys and housewares. 
And when all is set up, families are invited to come 
shop for their needs. 

The church’s Women on Mission group started 
the Community Clothes Give-Away in 2009, with 
the goal being to help children from the commu-
nity with school clothes.

That year, the church ministered to 180 fami-
lies, with 567 people being shopped for during the 
one-day event.

This year, the numbers grew to include 280 fam-
ilies who were ministered to, with almost 1,000 
people being shopped for on the day of the event.

The process of gathering clothing for these fami-
lies starts long before the event takes place.

“People start bringing clothes to the church 
after we finish with the giveaway,” said Carolyn 
Scott, Women on Mission leader at Calvary Bap-
tist. “We store them, and then two weeks before 
the giveaway, we start setting up the family life cen-
ter in sections – women’s, men’s, youth, children, 
toddler’s, infants, toys and household items.”

Scott said they set up tables and clothing racks 
and then size and sort the clothing. Clothing that 
is not used or is left over after the event is later 
donated for use elsewhere.

On the day of the event, men from the church 

cook breakfast for those finishing the sorting of 
clothing. 

And before the doors open to those in line, 
someone shares with the people why the church 
is doing this – because they love them and so does 
God.

People are asked to record their names and the 
number of people for whom they are shopping. 
This year, they were also asked to list the towns in 
which they live.

People came from 23 towns, including Harris-
burg, with some coming from as far away as Mis-
souri.

“We know God is in this when we have a fam-
ily bring clothes in and just behind them a fam-
ily comes in needing that very size teenage girl 
clothes,” said Scott.

She shared the story of a father and young son 
who came to the giveaway needing clothes in a size 
the church no longer had. Then, within five min-
utes, a church member came in with the needed 
size, and the father and son were able to walk away 
with a need met.

“We just know that it’s God’s doing, so we just 
do this because God helps everybody so much, and 
those stories just let us know that we’re doing the 
right thing,” said Pamela Barker, church secretary.

And when the day is done, the church packs up 
the clothing, bundles the hangers and puts away 
the tables – ready to start collecting for another 
year.

Calvary Baptist Church, Harrisburg, held their annual clothing 
giveaway, during which they ministered to 280 families, with 
almost 1,000 people being shopped for during the one-day event.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of November.

◆ Nov. 21: Gabby Fulton, WBC, Box 3346, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476; 
 NAMB, Arkansas/ABSC. 
◆ Nov. 30: Caroline Cain, OBU Box 3075, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Niger. 

The Women on Mission group of Yorktown First Baptist Church, Star City, hosted a birthday party 
Sept. 15 in celebration of the recent 125th anniversary of Woman’s Missionary Union. Debra 
Burchfield spoke on behalf of Hope: A Women’s Resource Center, which is located in Pine Bluff. In 
lieu of gifts, those attending were asked to donate items that could be used for ministry.

Yorktown First celebrates WMU 125th

www.arkansasbaptist.org

WHAT $6 BUYS 
TODAY ...
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John continues to show Jesus 
Christ as the Savior to the Jews. In 
John 7, he begins to share about 
Jesus and the Feast of Tabernacles, 
or Tents. This was a time when the 
people came together to celebrate 
the deliverance of the Exodus and 
the remembrance of 
living in tents, as they 
renewed their relation-
ship with God the Fa-
ther.

Jesus began this sea-
son by delaying His 
arrival at the festival. 
Then He taught in the 
Temple. The interesting 
fact about His teaching 
was that all He was, and 
all He said, pointed to 
the Father who had 
sent Him. Everything 
we do as believers also should point 
others to the Father who has given 
us life. Our identity is in Whom we 
know, not who we are.  

Even in the midst of the crowd 
and their uprising, we need to be 
able to focus on Jesus. 

In John 7:30-33, Jesus still point-
ed to their need to know the One 
who sent Him. The feast was meant 
to bring Jews into a place of re-

newed fellowship with the Father. 
Jesus emphasized the fact that they 
really didn’t comprehend who their 
Father really was.

Jesus challenged them to find 
Him, as He truly was with them for 
just a little time. 

In our day and soci-
ety, many still are look-
ing for things to fill their 
emptiness and have a 
difficult time finding 
Him to be the answer. 

In John 7:37-38, we 
have some keys as to 
what will happen to 
those who come and be-
lieve in Him. 

“On the last and 
most important day of 
the festival, Jesus stood 
up and cried out, ‘If 

anyone is thirsty, he should come 
to Me and drink! The one who be-
lieves in Me, as the Scripture has 
said, will have streams of living 
water flow from deep within him.’” 
(John 7:37-38).

When we trust in Him, His words 
and His life, out from within us 
will flow a river of living water. It is 
these “rivers” that impact the people 
around us. Is your river flowing?

The story of Abraham and Lot 
is a story about the bittersweetness 
of families. Our families are vital to 
us in regard to our personality de-
velopment, the things we attach to 
and our need for acceptance and 
belonging. Abraham and Lot were 
a support to one an-
other. That does not 
mean they never had 
a disagreement – they 
were connected by the 
bond of shared lineage 
and heritage. When all 
else failed, they would 
always have each other.

As the story goes, 
they grew and the Lord 
prospered them to the 
point that there was not 
enough for both men, 
both their families and 
all their livestock to sur-
vive on. We could say their resources 
became limited. This is not unlike 
growing up with siblings. The natu-
ral progression is to physically grow, 
to develop mentally and emotion-
ally, to increase your influence and 
to expand your possessions. When 
this happened in my family, some-
one usually ended up saying, “She’s 
in my chair,” or, “He’s reading 

my book.” The natural process of 
growth created the need for change.

When conflict arose between my 
siblings, I was told to be considerate 
because I was older and knew better. 
Put another way, when we squared 
off to fight, my parents would look 

to the older child and 
essentially say, “Stand 
down!”

Abraham did the 
same thing with his 
nephew Lot. Abraham 
was the patriarch and 
leader. He was the one 
God called out to be 
“the Father of many 
nations” (Gen. 17:4). It 
was his responsibility, as 
a leader, to know when 
to stand down when 
conflict occurred. Abra-
ham gave Lot the choice 

of where to settle and, in doing so, 
placed his faith in God to provide 
for him, his family and his livestock.

The result for Abraham was “he 
believed in the Lord, and He ac-
counted it to him for righteousness” 
(Gen. 15:6). 

What result does your faith have 
when you trust in the sovereignty of 
God?

P. Hope Coleman
chaplain

Baptist Health Schools 
Little Rock

As we look at John 7:53-8:59, 
we find many little “gold nuggets” 
of Scripture. We see Jesus rising up 
early and going to teach as people 
came together.  

The scribes and 
Pharisees tried to catch 
him with the woman 
who committed adul-
tery. This was a setup, 
because the law would 
have been to bring 
both the man and 
woman to trial. This 
would go before the 
Sanhedrin, not Jesus, a 
teacher. 

Jesus told her, be-
cause no one else con-
demned her, He would 
not condemn her; she 
should go and sin no more. Of 
course, only one without sin could 
truly condemn her. In the law, it 
takes two to witness or testify of a 
truth or sin. No one else was will-
ing.

Then John begins the “I am” 
statements of Christ. He starts with 
“I am the light of the world” – true 
Light where you will never face 
darkness alone again. We live in a 
world where the darkness of sin is 

all around us; many will condemn 
us for the smallest infraction of sin. 
Jesus is the Light shining in a dark 
world. He shows us the way the Fa-
ther would have us go. Jesus claims 

the truth through the 
“I am” statements that 
both He and His Father 
are witnesses. It takes 
two to testify of a truth. 
This whole chapter is 
based on witnesses and 
truth. One of the more 
quoted verses that we 
deal with in Christian-
ity is “you will know the 
truth, and the truth will 
set you free” (John 8:32).

John also gives in-
structions on hearing 
from God. One who 

listens and keeps God’s Word is of 
God; and those who don’t listen, 
well, they are not of God. If you and 
I are to know the truth, then it takes 
us believing in the Son and listening 
to the Father.

Jesus stated, “Before Abraham 
was, I AM” (John 8:58). 

This was one way to incite a riot. 
Scripture tells us Jesus was hidden. 
Some food for our thoughts: How, 
where and why?

In Galatians 1, Paul is converted 
by the grace of Christ. In chapter 2, 
Paul goes to Jerusalem. Taking Titus 
with him, Paul went and stood his 
ground and won the faith and trust 
of the other apostles (Gal. 2:9).

Never compromise 
– in your calling from 
God (Gal. 2:1-2). Paul 
tells us he went up to 
Jerusalem because God 
had told him to do so. 
Then he met with lead-
ers to assure his past 
work and future work 
would not be for noth-
ing. I tell our congrega-
tion “to always do what 
God tells you to do” – 
nothing more, nothing 
less. What God calls 
you to may be time-consuming, hard 
work and challenging. But don’t 
compromise on His calling.

Never compromise – even against 
opposition (Gal. 2:3-5). In this pas-
sage, Paul makes known there were 
some who pretended to be follow-
ers but were there as spies, trying to 
take away the freedom Jesus brought 
them. As church staff, church lead-
ership and Christian layman, there 
will always be opposition to doing 

the right thing. Let’s always honor 
God, never compromise and trust 
God to deal with the opposition. 
God will honor that.

Never compromise – do not be 
a respecter of men (Gal. 2:6-8). 

There were many in Je-
rusalem who thought 
they were important. 
Paul didn’t care who 
they thought they were. 
He cared about God 
and that God’s work 
went forward. In today’s 
churches, many think 
they are more important 
than they are. Let’s not 
be respecters of men – 
let’s just respect and love 
all people as God would 
want us to do.  

Never compromise – just to 
make some folks comfortable (Gal. 
2:11-12). Peter ceased eating meals 
with the Gentiles when James and 
the Jews arrived. Paul told Peter he 
was wrong. Peter compromised just 
to make some folks comfortable. As 
God’s people, we must always take 
care with our actions and attitudes. 
But ministry will require that at 
times we relate to all people. God 
loves all people. And so must we.  

Eric S. Hodge
pastor

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Crossett

Joseph E. Burt
associational missionary

Red River Baptist Association
Arkadelphia 

Stand down
GENESIS 13:1-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Asking questions about Jesus?
JOHN 7:1-52

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Wondering about judgment?
JOHN 7:53-8:59

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Stand your ground
GALATIANS 2:1-14

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
NOVEMBER 3, 2013

Joseph E. Burt
associational missionary

Red River Baptist Association
Arkadelphia

OCTOBER 27, 2013



www.arkansasbaptist.org 15ARKANSAS

Ark. Baptist ministers fellowship on ‘hogs’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WHEN MOTORISTS see a long 
line of bikers streaming down an 
open road, many would be surprised  
to know the group was made up of 
Baptist ministers.

But that was the case Sept. 26-27 
during the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) sponsored 
Cruise ’13 – a motorcycle fellowship 
event for Arkansas Baptist pastors 
and ministry employees. The event 
took place in northwest Arkansas.

Nineteen ministers and minis-
ters’ wives attended the event, in-
cluding Dennis Betts, pastor, Bethel 
Chapel, Hot Springs, and his wife, 
Vikki, music minister, Bethal Cha-
pel; Bill Carter, pastor, Antioch Bap-
tist, Royal; Rick Couch, minister of 
music, Calvary Baptist, Little Rock; 
Bobby Franklin, pastor, Temple 
Baptist, Dermott; Lyle Hern, pas-
tor, South Main Baptist, Crossett; 
Chuck Hocking, minister of music, 
First Baptist, Pangburn; Johnny 
Hutchinson, pastor, Highland Drive 
Baptist, Jonesboro; Joe Jones, pas-
tor, Shiloh Community, Fayette-
ville; James McClintock, pastor, 
Markham Street Baptist, Little Rock; 
Fred Oaks, pastor, Faith Baptist, 
Quitman, and his wife, Linda; Brian 

Phelps, road captain and member of 
Antioch Baptist, Royal; Caleb Yar-
brough, staff writer, Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN); Tim Yarbrough, edi-
tor, ABN; Bill Cantrell, ABSC mis-
sions ministries team member; Kirby 
Martin, ABSC business affairs team 
member; Marcus Brown, ABSC 
evangelism and church growth team 
member, and Terry Bostick, ABSC 
evangelism and church growth team 
leader.

The group met up at First Baptist 
Church, Russellville, where they had 
a short orientation, outlining safety 
procedures and the trip’s itinerary.

While the group enjoyed the rid-
ing, one of the highlights of Cruise 
’13 were the stops. At each major 
destination along the two-day adven-
ture, there was a representative from 
a local Arkansas Baptist ministry 
that spoke to the group and updated 
them on what God had been doing 
in their respective ministries.

The first stop was a short jaunt 
from First Baptist to Russellville’s 
Western Sizzlin’ where the group ate 
lunch and heard from Darrell Ray, 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry director 
for Arkansas Tech University.

Following lunch, the group set 
out to Siloam Springs. 

After making a pit stop in Prai-
rie Grove to see the site of the Civil 

War Battle of Prairie Grove, the 
group arrived at Camp Siloam (Ar-
kansas Baptist Assembly), where 
they enjoyed grilled sausages and 
hamburgers – fellowshipping as the 
sun set on the Ozark Mountains. 
The group then spent the night at 
Camp Siloam.

The morning of Sept. 27, the 
group ate breakfast in Camp Si-
loam’s cafeteria and heard from 
Jason Wilkie, camp executive direc-
tor. Following breakfast, Wilkie gave 
the group a tour of the camp’s facili-
ties.

After loading up and leaving 
Camp Siloam, the Cruise ’13 riders 
set out for Ozark. After a beautiful 
ride along the Arkansas-Oklahoma 

border, the group arrived at Ri-
vertowne Barbecue where they ate 
lunch and heard from James Bell of 
Victory Ministries in Clarksville.

After lunch, the participants of 
Cruise ’13 went their separate ways 
as the trip officially ended in Ozark. 
Great fellowship had by all and to all 
a good ride.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Andy Hall, longtime Ark. pastor, dies at 92
FAYETTEVILLE – Andrew Maurice 
Hall, 92, of Fayetteville, died  Mon-
day, Sept.  30, 2013, in Fayetteville. 
Over a period of 74 years, Hall pas-
tored  churches in  Arkansas, Ken-
tucky and Florida. His pastorates 
included First  Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville, for 17 years.

Hall was born Nov. 30, 1920, in 
Little Rock to Jim and Ruth Hall. 
He served as a sports editor at Little 
Rock High School and was a mem-
ber of the Ouachita Baptist College 
(now Ouachita Baptist University) 
championship debate team. Hall’s 
other pastorates were First Baptist 
Church, Malvern, 1942-1943; First 
Baptist Church, Lake Wales, Fla., 
1949-1953; First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville, 1953-1970, where he 
led the campaign in 1960 to build 
the sanctuary currently in use by 

the congregation, and First Baptist 
Church, Delray Beach, Fla., 1970-
1984. He received a doctorate from 
Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., in 1949 and pastored 
Hartford Baptist Church, 
Hartford, Ky., from 1944 to 
1949.

Hall retired to Fayette-
ville and served interim 
pastorates at Van Buren, 
Berryville, Farmington, 
Prairie Grove, Dutch Mills 
and Elkins. He also did mis-
sionary work in Barbados, Antigua 
and Grand Cayman. He chaired the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Televi-
sion Commission and was on the 
board of the Foreign Mission Board 
(now the International Mission 
Board). He also served as president 

of Fayetteville Rotary Club and was 
an avid golfer and Razorbacks fan.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife of 58 years, Harriet 
Grant Hall; sister, Char-
lene Watkins; two brothers, 
Wes Hall and Leland Hall; 
brothers-in-law, George 
Grant and Richard Grant; 
and sister-in-law, Elizabeth 
Stanford. 

He is survived by a 
daughter, Andrea Hall Sav-
age, and her husband Stan 
of Moultrie, Ga.; a son, 

Grant Hall, and his wife Audley of 
Fayetteville; two brothers, David 
Hall and his wife Polly of Little 
Rock, and Gayrie Hall and his wife 
Theresa of North Little Rock; grand-
children, Jason Hall and his wife 
Traci of Springdale, Joanna Bras-

well and her husband Anderson of 
Smithfield, Va., and Scott Hall of 
Fayetteville; five great-grandchildren, 
Andrew, Kathryn and Anna Hall, 
and Claire and Alice Braswell; and 
special friend Audrey Gateley of Fay-
etteville.

Funeral services were held Oct. 1 
at First Baptist Church, Fayetteville, 
followed by a graveside service at 4 
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 2 at Rose-
lawn Memorial Park in Little Rock 
under the direction of Moore’s Cha-
pel of Fayetteville. 

Memorials may be made to the 
Andrew and Harriet Hall Ministe-
rial Scholarship Award, Ouachita 
Baptist University, Arkadelphia, AR 
71923 or First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1324, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 
Tributes may be recorded atwww.
mooresfuneralchapel.com.

Hall

The Fall/Winter edition of 
Arkansas Christian Parent 
is coming soon...
Use Arkansas Christian Parent as a resource in 
your church’s fall and Christmas outreach!

Contact abn@arkansasbaptist.org for more information.
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J.D. Stake returns to 
counseling role at ABSC

Stake returns

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.

Cruise '13
James McClintock, pastor of Markham 
Street Baptist Church, Little Rock (left), 
chats with Bill Carter, pastor of Antioch 
Baptist Church, Royal, before the start 
of  Cruise '13. Nineteen Arkansas 
Baptist ministers and ministers' wives, 
attended Cruise '13, a motorcycle fel-
lowship sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, Sept. 26-27. 
The group rode from Russellville to 
Ozark over two days and saw multiple 
ABSC mission sites along the way. Read 
story on Page 15.
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Go Digital
get more  pay less

For more information, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

 Sign up for the ABN Now 
Our digital edition is accessible on comput-
ers and mobile devices. It includes audible 
articles, extra content and more color.

 Listen to the ABN Podcast
Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-
podcast.

The Arkansas Baptist News is committed to telling the story of God’s work among His people in the 
Natural State. One of the quickest ways to experience the news is through a variety of online resources.

 Access our website 
See our daily updates by visiting 
www.arkansasbaptist.org on your 
computer or mobile device. 

 Facebook/Twitter
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
as ArkBaptNews.

www.arkansasbaptist.org

“Now we ask you, brothers, to give 
recognition to those who labor among 
you and lead you in the Lord and 
admonish you ...”

– 1 Thess. 5:12 (HCSB)

Honor your pastor during Pastor 
Appreciation Month in October.
www.arkansasbaptist.org/pastorappreciation
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