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ABSC approves 2015 budget, welcomes Floyd
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Reports, approval 
of the 2015 budget and an official 
visit from the new president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
highlighted the Aug. 12 meeting of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) Executive Board.

This is the time of year when the 
upcoming year’s Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP) budget is recommended 
for presentation to messengers at-
tending the fall state annual meet-
ing. Executive Board members did 
just that, voting to accept the recom-
mendation of a $22 million budget 

by the convention finance commit-
tee chaired by Bob Loyd, pastor of 
Cross Road Baptist Church in Little 
Rock. Messengers attending the 
Oct. 28-29 ABSC Annual Meeting 
at Trinity Baptist Church in Texar-
kana will now vote on the budget 
recommendation.

The budget approved by the 
board reflects the third year of the 
ABSC’s 2013-17 budget formula ap-
proved by messengers at the 2011 an-
nual meeting. 

The formula increases the per-
centage of funds (total receipts) 
forwarded to the SBC, with budget 

1,500 worship, learn at YEC
LITTLE ROCK – Energy was high 
as more than 1,500 students and 
youth leaders converged on Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
Aug. 8-9 for the 2014 Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) Youth 
Evangelism Conference (YEC).

YEC is an annual youth confer-
ence in which Arkansas Baptist 
churches from across the state come 
together to worship, hear speakers, 
fellowship and learn how to share 
their faith. Youth leaders received 
training from Michael Wood, lead 
pastor of First Baptist Church, West 
Monroe, La., and one of the event’s 
speakers, on how to equip students 
to share the gospel in their local 
communities and beyond.

“Students go back to school in a 
week. YEC had a goal of students 
launching their school year with a 
more missional mindset where they 
are taking the gospel to their cam-
puses and to their families,” said 
Warren Gasaway, ABSC evangelism 
and church health team member. 

“YEC allowed us to train them to 
share their faith in everyday conver-
sations. Since the gospel is shared, 
not sold, students were taught how 
to share their faith through their 
relationships. After this weekend, 
we know that they are inspired and 
equipped for that,” he said.

The Digital Age led worship 
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Trip to Nebraska ‘opens eyes’ to those in need
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

BEEBE – It’s safe to say the lives 
of 45 members of two Arkansas 
churches have been changed for-
ever following a mission trip to a 
small and largely forgotten part of 
Nebraska.

Terrytown, Neb., is located on 
the western border of the state 
known for its expansive corn and 
wheat fields. It is a village located 
on the bank of the North Platte 
River between the cities of Scotts-
bluff and Gering. While Scotts-
bluff and Gering have grown to-
gether to form the seventh largest 
urban area in Nebraska, the small 
village of Terrytown is a place 

where many 
residents live 
in despera-
tion and de-
spair.

First Bap-
tist Church 
of Beebe and 
First Baptist 
Church of 
P a n g b u r n 
brought hope 
to many of the village’s residents – 
and saw 54 make professions of faith 
in Jesus Christ. Many of the converts 
were adults.

Forty-five members of the church-
es served in the area over a span of 
a little more than a week in July. 
A team of 15 from First Baptist, 

P a n g b u r n , 
arrived two 
days earlier 
in Nebraska 
to canvass the 
area and dis-
tribute more 
than 800 
Bibles, said 
Alan Cook, 
pastor of 
First Baptist, 

Pangburn. 
Pangburn’s mission team was fol-

lowed by 30 team members from 
the Beebe church, July 18-25, who 
held block parties, a vacation Bible 
school (VBS) and other activities. 

“It was nothing short of an Acts 
experience,” said Bob Hall, pastor of 

First Baptist, Beebe, adding that 
one lady who told the group that 
she was a pagan invited Jesus into 
her heart after hearing the gospel 
message three times. 

“It was unbelievable what hap-
pened that week,” said Hall.

“We had VBS for three days 
and had three block parties begin-
ning on July 20. We averaged over 
200 in attendance in the block 
parties, (and) VBS increased every 
day, from 25 to 42. Fifty-four 
people gave their lives to Jesus as 
Lord and Savior, and many com-
mitted to join a Bible study that is 
going to be led by Dallas Powell, 
Kansas-Nebraska Convention of 

See NEBRASKA page 8

Bob Hall, pastor of First Baptist Church, Beebe, speaks 
during a special service following a mission trip to 
Terrytown, Neb.

Archie Mason, pastor of Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, and Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) president, leads ABSC leadership, Arkansas Baptist agency heads, staff 
of Cross Church in Northwest Arkansas and Cross Church members in praying for Ronnie 
Floyd, pastor of Cross Church and president of the Southern Baptist Convention, during a spe-
cial reception that followed the ABSC Executive Board meeting Aug. 12 at the Baptist building 
in Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

See BOARD page 2

See YEC page 11
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Floyd addresses ABSC Executive Board Aug. 12
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – “We cannot af-
ford to play solo during this time.”

That was the word Aug. 12 from 
Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas and 
newly elected president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC), to 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) Executive Board, staff 
and guests.

“God is going to fulfill His com-
mission with or without us,” said 
Floyd. “I want to be with Him.”

Floyd said the reach of the SBC is 
far and wide, such as in the 42 state 
conventions and the ABSC.

“We have one common goal,” he 
said, “to reach the world for Jesus 
Christ.”

Floyd said since all Southern Bap-
tists are in agreement with that goal, 
now is the time for “everyone to find 
their part in that.”

He said the convention needs to 
strive to “strategically plant gospel 
churches.”

“We need to be together, and we 
need to engage the culture,” said 
Floyd, emphasizing that means in-
side the borders of Arkansas, the 

nation and throughout the world, 
“such as in Iraq.”

Floyd said he recently returned 
from a trip to Columbus, Ohio, the 
site of the 2015 SBC Annual Meet-
ing. He encouraged churches to 
commit to attend the annual meet-
ing and “check on your $9 million 
investment.” Floyd was referring to 
the $9.4 million Arkansas Baptists 
send to the SBC to support causes 
such as the International Mission 
Board, the North American Mis-
sion Board, seminary education, 
Christian ethics and religious lib-
erty ministries and other facilitating 
ministries.

“We need to have a mighty time 
in the Lord there,” said Floyd, add-
ing that he recently recorded a 
5-minute video encouraging every-
one to attend. He is asking every 
state convention to show the video 
at their upcoming annual meetings.

Floyd also encouraged everyone 
to read his weekly blog at ronnief-
loyd.com, in which he said he is ask-
ing thousands of Southern Baptists 
to pray for the next great awakening 
and to work toward increasing bap-
tisms.

He said the SBC experienced its 
worst year in baptisms in 62 years, 

which was when “Harry Truman 
was in the White House.” He added 
that all Southern Baptists – includ-
ing him and his church – must do 
better because there are a lot more 
people who live in the United States 
today than did 62 years ago.

On the front lines are 4,600 
student ministers in the SBC, said 

Floyd, adding that it is imperative 
that Southern Baptists reach young 
people through their ministries and 
other ministries.

“We have all got to do better,” he 
said. “God has us ready for a mighty 
movement!”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ 
arkansasbaptist.org.

Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in Northwest Arkansas and president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, speaks to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive Board  
Aug. 12 at the Baptist building in Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Harper to lead missions team
LITTLE ROCK – Bob Harper, 58, 
has been named team leader of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions team.

Harper, who has served as as-
sociate pastor at Park Hill Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock since 
2009, begins his duties Sept. 1.

In introducing Harper, ABSC 
Executive Director J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker said “he 
loves pastors, leaders and 
churches” and has the right 
experience to lead the mis-
sions team.

In his new role, Harper 
is tasked with serving as a 
consultant and leader of 
the missions team, Arkan-
sas Baptist churches and as-
sociations to assist them in 
accomplishing their biblical man-
date to share to gospel at home and 
abroad.

“I am honored and extremely ex-
cited to join an awesome team of in-
dividuals whose hearts are to impact 
a lost culture across our state,” said 
Harper following his hiring. “Mo-
bilizing believers through missions 
and ministry enables our world to 
see and understand our beliefs in 

the living Christ we serve. I am privi-
leged to serve together with other 
Arkansas Baptists in this capacity as 
we pray for a mighty movement of 
God upon our world.”

A native of Sheridan, Harper has 
served in numerous Arkansas Bap-
tist churches. He was pastor of First 
Baptist Church in White Hall from 

1987 to 2009, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Marvell 
from 1982 to 1987 and pas-
tor of Harmony Hill Baptist 
Church in Curtis from 1976 
to 1978. Harper also served 
as chaplain intern at Baptist 
Medical Center in Little 
Rock from 1981 to 1982 
and pastor of Bethany Bap-
tist Church in Deputy, Ind., 
from 1979 to 1981.

Harper’s denominational experi-
ence includes serving on the ABSC 
Executive Board and as moderator 
of the Harmony Baptist Association 
and Arkansas Valley Baptist Associa-
tion. He has led or participated in 
mission trips to Guatemala, Roma-
nia, Ukraine, Indonesia and Haiti.

He and his wife, Welda Jean, 
have three children and four  
grandchildren.

Harper

continued from page one
BOARD
surpluses being divided with the 
SBC. The percentage increase for 
SBC causes is two-tenths of 1 per-
cent each year during the five-year 
budget formula period. Addition-
ally, the formula directs the con-
vention to conduct a statewide em-
phasis every five years, encouraging 
churches to increase their Coopera-
tive Program percentage.

Floyd visits
Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross 

Church in northwest Arkansas and 
the new SBC president, was present 
at the meeting as the guest of ABSC 
Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker to meet Executive Board 
members, staff and guests. Floyd was 
accompanied by his wife, Jeana. (See 
related story above).

A reception was held in Floyd’s 
honor immediately following the 
board meeting, which was attended 
by a number of out-of-town guests 
and dignitaries. They included 
Doug Sprouse, mayor of Springdale, 
and his wife, Sandy; Bob McClasin, 
mayor of Bentonville, and his wife, 
Lana, and Will Rockefeller, a rep-
resentative of Sen. John Boozman’s 
office. Sprouse and McClasin con-
gratulated Floyd for his election as 
SBC president, committing to pray 
for him in his new leadership role 
among Southern Baptists.

“Sandy and I are so proud of 
you, if that is the right word,” said 
Sprouse, adding that since he be-
came Springdale mayor six years ago, 

a group of men from Cross Church 
have come together regularly to pray 
for him. 

“We are praying for you now,” he 
said, looking toward Floyd.

Additionally, a number of mem-
bers of the Cross Church staff were 
present, including Julio Arriola, 
global worship pastor; Jeff Craw-
ford, president of the Cross Church 
School of Ministry and Teach-
ing; Clint Smith, campus pastor 
– Springdale; Buster Pray, campus 
pastor - Pinnacle Hills, Nick Floyd, 
teaching pastor – Fayetteville cam-
pus; Ronnie Parrott, special assistant 
to Floyd, and Andy Wilson, execu-
tive leader of ministry and opera-
tions. 

Also attending were Gene and 
Anna Mary Layman and Ted and 
Jan Schneider. The Laymans are 
longtime members of Cross Church. 
Gene Layman, a Springdale busi-
nessman, was a member of the 
search committee that called Floyd 
to the church. The Schneiders are 
also longtime church members. 
Gene Layman serves on the church’s 
board of directors.

During remarks at the reception, 
Floyd said it has been more than 100 
years since the last great awakening 
in the United States. He said “God 
honors His people when they pray,” 
and that no extraordinary move-
ment of God comes without “fer-
vent prayer from His people.”

Floyd said that’s why he is calling 
thousands of Southern Baptists to 
pray for revival and the next great 
awakening. He said the time is now.

“How many more crises do we 
need (before we pray)?” Floyd asked. 

“We need to pray for the world to be 
reached for Jesus Christ.”

In other action, the board:
– Heard a recommendation from 

Don Blackmore, chairman of the 
ABSC Operating Committee, to 
hire Bob Harper as the new team 

leader of the missions team (see re-
lated story). Harper most recently 
was associate pastor of missions at 
Park Hill Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock. Blackmore is execu-
tive pastor of family ministry and  

See BOARD page 7
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

After teen’s death Mo. 
Baptists pray, serve
FERGUSON, Mo. (BP) – Mis-
souri Baptists gathered for prayer 
Aug. 13 following the shooting 
death of 18-year-old Michael 
Brown by an unnamed Ferguson 
police officer on Aug. 9. The 
teenager’s death incited peaceful 
protests, as well as several nights 
of upheaval in this St. Louis-area 
town. Missouri Baptists in the 
area are responding to the trag-
edy through ministry, seeking to 
demonstrate reconciliation in 
Christ. First Baptist Church, Fer-
guson, opened its doors Aug. 13 
for a citywide prayer service. The 
downtown church is located near 
the police station and a couple 
miles from the center of protests.

Golden Gate announces 
new campus purchase
MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) – 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary has signed a purchase 
agreement for a new primary 
campus site in Southern Califor-
nia east of Los Angeles near the 
Ontario International Airport.

Mt. Bethel holds ‘old-school’ revival
Jessica Vanderpool 
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – “It was beyond 
incredible,” said Brett Bagwell, pas-
tor of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church  
about the result of the church’s re-
vival held Aug. 3-6.

He said 27 people were saved, and 
13 of these were teenagers who were 
saved the Tuesday of the revival.

C.W. Blood, pastor of Bee Branch 
Baptist Church, Bee Branch, served 
as evangelist.

“We had prayed that God 
would send a miracle to Mt. 
Bethel, honestly, and that 
we could see our community 
change,” said Bagwell. “But 
we were not expecting that 
many lives to be touched.”

He said he took an “old-
school” revival strategy, and 
while he contacted some 
younger people about the revival via 
social media and text, he and several 
others also went from door to door, 
inviting people to the event.

“It was honestly an old-school re-
vival – you invite, they showed up,” 
Bagwell said.

“The reason that we decided to 
go back to knocking on doors and 
stepping out into the community is 
we noticed that, in today’s time, if 
you look at statistics, people that live 
in the radius of the church – within 
at least two blocks – are unchurched, 
they’re unsaved, and they are un-
churched and unsaved because they 
feel like the church does not step 

out and personally invite them to 
church besides Facebook or text 
messaging,” Bagwell explained. 

“What we wanted to do through 
this revival and what our church 
has actually stepped up and we’re 
doing through the FAITH Evange-
lism strategy (is) we are actually mak-
ing personal relationships; we were 
stepping out in the community and 
going and knocking on doors, so 
that way it’s more personal than a 
text message and they actually have a 

face-to-name contact.”
What makes Bagwell’s de-

sire for an old-fashioned ap-
proach stand out even more 
is his age. Bagwell is 20 years 
old.

Already, he has been pas-
tor of Mt. Bethel for more 
than a year. He said he was 
called to the ministry at age 
15 but ran from the call, 

planning to play baseball in college. 
But his plans changed while he was 
on a mission trip in 2012.

“I realized the year I graduated 
when we went on that trip that base-
ball was not my life,” he said. “God 
had called me to share the gospel, 
and while we were there, I actually 
got the opportunity to share the gos-
pel in front of a crowd; and it was 
at that moment that I truly felt like 
God had called me into the ministry 
to preach.”

Not long afterward, he surren-
dered to the ministry and accepted 
the position as pastor of Mt. Bethel. 

He is also a student at Henderson 

State University, works at the Clark 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s Of-
fice and has founded Shine Through 
Missions, a disaster relief ministry 
that was recently incorporated. 

One might find it ironic that such 
a young man is pastoring such an 
old church.

Joe Burt, associational missionary 
for Red River Baptist Association, of 
which Mount Bethel is a part, noted  
the church’s unique history. He said 
it was established in the 1800s and 
was one of the founding members 
of Red River association and the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention. In 
addition, it has started 16 churches 
in its history.

Burt remarked on the church’s re-
cent revival, noting, “God still visits 
in the smaller church congregation 
in a big way.”

“I think with the move for church 
revitalization, this is the perfect ex-
ample of God moving in a local con-
gregation – a congregation that has a 
renewed vision and a renewed spirit 
and a pastor who is willing to go out 
and reach souls,” said Burt.

He said one of the things church-
es can take away from Mt. Bethel’s 
story is that “old-school technology 
may be worth visiting.” 

“‘Old-school’ is that we go out to 
the community and begin to touch 
people, cold-contact people; and 
the pastor and evangelist were doing 
cold contacts and reaching people,” 
he said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas pastor shares Christ at Sturgis rally
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

STURGIS, S.D. – Steve Ellison, 
camp administrator of Ouachita 
Baptist Assembly in Mena and in-
terim pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Horatio, recently attended the inter-
nationally known Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally which takes place each August 
in Sturgis, S.D.

Ellison is not a “biker.” He does 
not even own a motorcycle. He at-
tended the event to volunteer with 
Sturgis Bike Giveaway, a ministry 
of the Dakota Baptist Convention 
in which rally attendees who fill 
out a registration card and listen 
to a 3-minute personal story from 
a Christian volunteer are entered to 
win a brand-new Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle.

During this year’s Sturgis rally, 
volunteers with Sturgis Bike Give-
away personally presented the gos-
pel to 3,654 people. Of those, 513 
trusted Christ.

Each year the rally attracts an 
average of more than 500,000 peo-
ple. The first Sturgis rally was held 
in 1938. Since then, for a few days 
each year, the small rural town turns 
into a metropolis of bikers, vendors, 
sightseers, hoodlums, racers and 
motorcycle enthusiasts.

During the rally, vendors selling 
all kinds of motorcycle gear line 
the streets of downtown Sturgis 
in an attempt to reach their target 
market from within. They set up 
tents, which function as makeshift 
storefronts from which they peddle 
their wares to their vast audience. It 
is within this sea of vendors, bars, 
tattoo parlors and bikes that, since 
2006, the Dakota Baptist 
Convention has set up its 
Sturgis Bike Giveaway tent.

Ellison volunteered with 
the ministry as part of a 
practicum for an evangelism 
course for Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 
One of his instructors at 
Midwestern, David Sun-
deen, worked with the min-
istry while serving as evan-
gelism director for the Minnesota-
Wisconsin Baptist Convention.

More than 25 Sturgis Bike Give-
away volunteers from all across the 
country and Canada, including El-
lison, were housed at Black Hills 
Baptist Church in Whitewood, S.D., 
during the event.

Ellison said he knew very little 
about the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 
until he went to serve with the St-
urgis Bike Giveaway. He said he was 
amazed by the number of people in 

attendance, the incredible noise and 
the lack of animosity toward himself 
and his fellow Christian volunteers.

“The huge majority of those that 
I would talk to would claim to be 
Christians. … The majority would 
say, ‘I am already a Christian.’ But 
there was virtually no evidence in 
their life,” said Ellison.

“There are some that claimed to 
be Christians, and very well 
might be, but it’s something 
in the far distant past and 
it hasn’t made any impact 
on their life in some time. 
You have to believe that the 
Holy Spirit will deal with 
them,” said Ellison. “I am 
convinced that there is far 
more impact than just the 
513 that trusted Christ.”

“While I was sharing I 
had a husband and wife who accept-
ed Christ together, 25 and 28 years 
old,” said Ellison. “They did not 
own a Bible between them. Pretty 
amazing.”

Ellison said at one point a man 
came to the bike giveaway tent in 
tears. He was a Vietnam War vet-
eran and believed that God could 
not save him because of what he had 
done when serving in Cambodia. It 
just so happened that one of the 
men staying with Ellison at Black 

Hills Baptist was also a Vietnam vet-
eran who had also served in Cambo-
dia during the war.

“He was able to lead that man to 
Christ. There he was all these years 
thinking he was beyond the reach, 
beyond the arms of God because of 
what he had done,” said Ellison. “It 
was a pretty amazing thing.”

Ellison said he was originally ap-
prehensive about safety during the 
Sturgis rally. He said that while there 
was a lot of public indecency and 
individuals who were clearly under 
the influence of drugs and alcohol, 
the event was safe. He said churches 
and ministries who may feel called 
to minister during the event should 
not be deterred due to fear of safety 
for their congregation or members.

“I am not telling you it is a fam-
ily atmosphere, because it is not,” 
said Ellison. “But I was not afraid 
for my life. My wife came with me. 
… I felt comfortable enough to take 
her down there and put her in the 
booth because I did not feel like she 
was in any danger.”

“It is a great ministry. I am going 
to consider going back next year. … 
If they are short of workers, I will do 
my best to go back,” said Ellison. “It 
is a very worthwhile endeavor.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Ellison

Bagwell
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sow discord among the brethren, I 
will just leave.”

While our criticism may be 
voiced to a small group of friends 
and others we trust in our church, 
the fact is our negativity can have 
an adverse impact on the church’s 

staff and ministry.
We all are – to 

some degree – guilty 
of this type of 
talk. Rather than 
criticize, perhaps it 
would be better to 
pause and have a 
little talk with Jesus, 
who sees the minis-
try of His Church 

very differently than human eyes 
and ears ever will.

Arkansas Baptists enjoy churches 
of every size, style and location. 
The fact is, no matter how success-
ful the ministry of a church is, no 
church is perfect.

Your pastor, ministerial staff and 
key leaders need your support, not 
your criticism. 

Remember what your mother 
said, “If you can’t say something 
positive, don’t say anything at all.”

We live in a complicated time. 
What is good is bad, and 

what is bad is good. Things our par-
ents and grandparents would have 
never tolerated we now regularly 
allow into our living rooms via TV 
every evening. In my mind, there 
is little doubt 
human history 
is coming to 
some sort of 
climax, but how 
soon only God 
knows.

In our pres-
ent age, it is so 
easy to be criti-
cal of so many 
things, while actually turning a 
blind eye to things – and sin – that 
we enjoy.

As followers of Jesus Christ, 
there are things that should be off-
limits, or at least handled in private 
among believers.

This includes criticism of one’s 
church. 

I have often said, “If I ever get 
to the point that I can’t be positive 
and support the ministries of the 
church where I attend, rather than 

It’s easy to criticize, harder to praise
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F ew contemporary issues gar-
ner the sentiment and fervor 

of the Israeli/Palestinian con-
flict. The debate takes a pointed 
theological spin when Christians 
start defending Israel’s right to 
the land. How should Christians 
respond to 
the conflict? 
In hoping to 
give Chris-
tians some 
guidance 
on how to 
respond bib-
lically and 
ethically, I 
have four 
thoughts regarding the conflict. 

(1) Christians, everywhere and 
always, should long for, hope for 
and pray for peace. Being that 
war destroys lives, families and 
countries, no Christian should 
ever seek war. War may indeed 
be necessary, but it should be 
a last resort. Thus, no follower 

of Christ must speak as if war is a 
simple, quick solution. Nor should 
Christians dehumanize either 
group as below the dignity of the 
grace of God. For we all are un-
worthy; yet, His mercy surpasses all 
understanding. 

(2) Israel has 
every right, as a 
sovereign nation, 
to defend itself. If 
America was being 
bombarded by 
rocket fire from a 
neighboring state, 
few citizens would 
question America’s 
right to defend 

itself. Thus, ethically speaking, 
Christians can and should support 
Israel’s campaign to stop these 
bombardments. Israel’s battle is 
against terror, not the Palestinian 
people. Indeed, it is Hamas, a ter-
rorist group that exists for the sole 
purpose of eradicating Israel, per-
petuating this specific conflict. All 

sanctions and attacks against Gaza 
and the West Bank are to protect 
Israeli citizens. Even if one were 
to claim that Israel has no right to 
be in the area, bombing 
and attacking innocent 
civilians – most of whom 
were not even alive when 
this conflict started – is 
horrendous and unjustifi-
able.

(3) Christians should 
pray for both the Pales-
tinians and the Israelis. 
Let me be straightfor-
ward: Both the Palestinians and the 
Israelis need Jesus. The Palestin-
ians are mostly ardent Muslims. 
The Israelis are mostly secular or 
Orthodox Jews. Neither knows 
what it means to live for the glory 
and supremacy of Christ. Neither 
claims to be supporters or endorsers 
of Christianity. (According to one 
source, it is illegal to proselyte in 
Israel.) Christians should be pray-
ing and working for the conversion 

of both Palestinians and Israelis. 
One people group is no more sig-
nificant in the eyes of God than 
another.

(4) One need not 
claim Israel has a bibli-
cal right to the land in 
order to argue Israel’s 
right to defend itself. 
God promised Abram 
a finite amount of land 
(Gen. 15). The begin-
ning fulfillment of this 
promise happened in 
Joshua’s day and it was 

completely fulfilled in Solomon’s 
(1 Kings 4:21 and 2 Chron. 9:26). 
This promise, however, was a con-
ditional promise (Jer. 11). Israel 
was commanded to be obedient 
to God in order to continue 
in God’s blessing; but they dis-
obeyed and were sent into captiv-
ity. Paul writes that Christians are 
modern-day, spiritual Israelites 

The fervor of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict  

And many a parent has told a 
child, “Don’t you worry about (in-
sert name), you just worry about 
(your name)!”

Remember what Scripture says 
in Luke 6:42 (NIV): “How can 
you say to your brother, ‘Brother, 

let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when you yourself fail to see 
the plank in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the plank out 
of your eye, and then you will see 
clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye.”

See FERVOR page 5

PRESSING 
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Family Matters
Backyard gospel

Recently, our family hosted 
our second annual back-

yard Bible club at The Oaks. 
John 1:14 in The Message says, 
“The Word became flesh and 
blood, and moved into the 
neighborhood.” 
Here are some 
principles we’ve 
learned along 
the way that have 
helped us to move 
in the neighbor-
hood and become 
more missional.

 Build relationships. Our 
family spends much time out-
side with a variety of children 
we invite to play in our yard. 
We invest time connecting with 
each child, which also leads to 
connecting with their parents.

 Ask God. Prayer walk 
around your neighborhood ask-
ing God for insight and favor 
in reaching out to those around 
you.

 Clean up. I’ve enlisted my 
children and their neighbor-
hood friends to pick up the 
trash in the ditch. They turned 
it into an adventure looking for 
snakes and avoiding the fire ant 
piles.  

 Kind acts. We had an elderly 
couple who lived behind us for 
a while. I noticed their lawn 
was overgrown, so my son and 
I voluntarily mowed their lawn 
as a kind act. The son of the 
elderly couple was extremely 
thankful for our help.

 Yard time. Spending time 
outside has been the easiest 
way to get to know people. 
Start with a wave or a friendly 
smile to neighbors as they walk 
or drive, which will eventually 
lead to conversations learning 
names and discovering more 
about their lives.

 Annual experiences. We’ve 
hosted an annual neighbor-
hood Christmas caroling and 
party at our home. Earlier in 
the summer we had a big July 
Fourth party with fireworks 
and homemade ice cream.

Reach out. We are helping 
with a new church plant in our 
area, and there were three other 
locations where families hosted 
a backyard Bible club. Each of 
those experiences enabled fami-
lies to connect with some other 
families in their neighborhood.

 Discipling relationships. 
Over the course of time, God 
has opened up different oppor-
tunities to influence individu-
als. God has placed us in differ-
ent places to share the gospel 
with those around us.

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention evan-
gelism and church health team.

Phillips

Too blessed to be depressed
While on vacation in July, I read the book “The 

Great Evangelical Recession: 6 Factors that will 
Crash the American Church … and How to Prepare” by 
John S. Dickerson. 

I do not have the space to give a complete overview, 
but the following are three major thoughts that got my 
attention. First, the author states, “Evangelical believ-
ers are between 7-9 percent of the U.S. population” (p. 
28). “In reality the church in America is not booming. 
On any given Sunday, the vast majority of Americans 
are absent from church” (p. 30). That 
means that out of 316 million people 
in the U.S., only 22-28 million are 
Christians. It is evident that we are 
a post-Christian pagan nation. In 
fact, it has been said that concerning 
all the nations of the world, we are 
ranked No. 4 in receiving missionar-
ies. Other countries look at the U.S. 
as a lost nation and are sending mis-
sionaries to evangelize us. 

Second, the author argues, “Our culture is changing 
faster than most of us inside and outside of the church 
realize” (p. 41). “And it means that, barring some mi-
raculous revival, the culture will continue on its cur-
rent course – gaining speed in the direction it’s already 
heading” (p. 43). I agree with his rationale. We are a 
hypersexual nation with no end in sight. 

Third, according to the author, “Unless trends 
change significantly, evangelical giving across the board 
may drop by about 70 percent during the next 25-30 
years. A recovery of the U.S. economy will not have 
bearing on the dropping ministry income — unless 
generational patterns change drastically” (p. 84). In this 
section, Dickerson states that older saints (givers) are 
going to heaven and the younger generation is not re-

placing them in giving for the spread of the gospel. 
The book is an eye-opener and worth the time it will 

take to read it; but honestly, all the information in the 
first half of the book regarding the state of our culture 
and the local church, and the future of the Church, will 
depress you. I want to remind us of the words of Paul 
to the church of Ephesus. Ephesians 1:3-4 (NASB): 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose 

us in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him.”

We are too blessed to be depressed! 
God has blessed us and has chosen us 
to be the Christian minority during 
these days. I know it’s dark outside 
the doors of the church and that 
our nation is in a moral free fall, but 
before the foundation of the world, 
before creation, He chose to have us 

here as His Church in Arkansas during this crazy time 
in history. It may be hard for us to grasp election and 
the will of man; but it is not hard for God, because 
God designed it that way. 

Therefore, during this time in history, the United 
States of America is 90 percent lost without Christ, 
and the fields are white unto harvest (John 4:35). 
The urban cities and rural communities of Arkansas 
are ripe for revival! God has chosen us, called us and 
planted us right where we are, right now, to spread the 
gospel in this Arkansas mission field. These are exciting 
days! We are too blessed to be depressed!

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.

Greedy or not?
Someone has said, “Where there is a will, there is a 

way for people to fight over it.” The battle for pos-
sessions seems to rise to incredible proportions when 
loved ones die. In Luke 12:13, a man demands that 
Jesus tell his brother to divide the inheritance with 
him. After reminding this man that His role in life was 
not as an arbitrator, Jesus reminds us, “One’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions.” He also issues a 
rather stern warning against greed.

 Many of you have traveled the 
world enough to know how pov-
erty covers our globe. The wealth 
and affluence that we enjoy in this 
country and in a few other isolated 
places in the world is unknown by 
the masses of people on our planet. 
Jesus’ audience in the first century 
would have been much closer to today’s masses than 
our affluent populace. Yet He warned them strongly 
about the temptation of greed.

 If 15 percent of the gospels are devoted to the rela-
tionship that we have with money and possessions, and 
if more verses (2,350) speak to this topic than any other 
topic including heaven and hell and if these verses were 
spoken to people who would have – from our perspec-

tive – very little reason to be greedy, how much more 
would Jesus say to us today? 

 Did you hear about the teenager whose defense in 
court for his actions was “affluenza”? This term had 
been coined and used in court to explain why the teen 
had been given so much that he did not understand 
the difference between right and wrong. 

Andy Stanley, pastor and founder 
of North Point Ministries based in Al-
pharetta, Ga., tells the story about an ex-
tremely wealthy friend who is afraid that 
he is going to lose everything. He lives in 
fear of going broke. Stanley says, “If he is 
concerned, how much more should I be 
concerned?”

In the same way, if the fishermen in 
Jesus’ day should really be careful of 
greed, how much more should we be 

careful not to get caught up in the materialism of our 
day?

Of course, one antidote is generosity. When a person 
is gracious in their giving – to the church, to the wait-
ress at the restaurant, to their children, etc. – they may 
be a long way down the road to avoiding the dreaded 
disease called “affluenza.”

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

FINANCIAL 
 TIMES 

David Moore

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason

continued from page 4
FERVOR
(Rom. 2:17-29; Gal. 3:29). 

Christians are the people of God. 
We are the ones who receive God’s 
eternal blessing and adoption. The 
Old Covenant was a foreshadow-
ing of Christ and His kingdom. 
Thus, it seems biblically untenable 
to claim that the Israeli’s have a 
divine right to the land. This does 

not entail, however, that the Israe-
lis have no right to the land — the 
British government in accordance 
with the United Nations legally 
gave it to them. Additionally, the 
Israeli’s are the ones seeking to live 
in peace with the Palestinians; it is 
aggressors on the Palestinian side 
that refuse to live in peace with the 
Israelis.

My heart breaks for all in the 
region. Unfortunately, it is unlikely 
that the Israeli/Palestinian conflict 

will be resolved anytime soon. 
What then should Christians do? 
The evangelistic and humanitarian 
concerns of Christians should en-
compass both the Israelis and Pal-
estinians, hoping that both people 
groups will come into right stand-
ing with God and that the lives of 
all involved will improve.

Chad Meeks is a Ph.D. student 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and former Arkansas Baptist 
youth minister.
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Dixie materials mailed
THE DIXIE JACKSON Arkansas 
Missions Offering funds many min-
istries in Arkansas, including disas-
ter relief, community missions, preg-
nancy care centers, chaplaincy and 
addiction recovery – just to name 
a few.

Each year in the month of Sep-
tember, Arkansas Baptist churches 
focus on Arkansas missions by giv-
ing to the Dixie Jackson offering, 
which the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention oversees and uses to 
fund Arkansas missions efforts. This 
year’s theme – Whatever I Have, 
Whatever He Wants: My Time, My 
Treasure, My Talents – comes from 
the 2014 Dixie Jackson theme verses 
John 6:9.

Churches should receive Dixie 
Jackson offering materials in the 
mail by Aug. 22.

The Arkansas missions offering 
is named after Dixie Jackson, the 

leader of the Arkansas Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) for 15 
years during the 1910s and 1920s. 

Jackson was diligent in train-
ing WMU leadership, speaking in 
churches on behalf of missions and 
establishing an annual season of 
prayer for state missions. In 1928, 
Arkansas WMU asked that an of-
fering be taken for state missions. 
Jackson became ill and died in 1929. 
In honor of her service, the state of-
fering was named “The Dixie Jack-
son Offering for State Missions” in 
1935. The first offering was approxi-
mately $1,000, and today the goal 
has grown to $1.45 million.

The suggested dates for churches 
to participate in the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering and 
Week of Prayer this year are Sept. 
14-21. For more information or to 
download materials, visit absc.org/
dixiejackson.

continued from page 2
BOARD
leadership development at Central 
Baptist Church in Jonesboro.

– Heard testimonies and “team 
impact” stories from Cole Penick, 
campus minister at the University 
of Arkansas in Fayetteville; Jerome 
Stockert, campus minister at Arkan-
sas State University in Jonesboro, 
and Warren Gasaway and Larry 
Grayson, both ABSC evangelism 
and church health team members. 
Kenzie Floyd, a student at Benton-
ville High School in Bentonville, 
joined Gasaway at the podium to 
give her testimony. She accepted 
Christ while at Super Summer this 
year. “She had lots of questions,” 
said Gasaway, adding that in the end 
she said simply, “I believe. I believe.”

– Were introduced to Greg Addi-
son, the newly elected ABSC associ-
ate executive director. Addison most 
recently served as senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Cabot and is 
a past president of the ABSC.

– Agreed with a recommenda-

tion from the ABSC Program Com-
mittee to approve 2015 goals for all 
ABSC teams. Ed Simpson, senior 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, serves as chairman of 
the committee. 

– Approved a recommendation to 
amend the articles of incorporation 
of the Arkansas Baptist Assembly 
(Camp Siloam). Article IV, Section 
1, previously called for the executive 
director-treasurer to also serve as the 
recording secretary. The recording 
secretary is now a separate officer on 
the board of directors.

– Approved the annual audit of 
the convention. Tucker told the 
board the audit is an “unqualified 
audit” with no problems. A new 
audit firm, Thomas and Thomas 
of Little Rock, performed the 2013 
audit. 

– Heard Scripture reading and 
prayer from Aaron Matthews, pas-
tor of Southside Baptist Church 
in Alma. Matthews read Numbers 
14:20 and following.

– Recognized the following outgo-
ing board members: Jim McDaniel 
of Brinkley; Terry Snead of First Bap-
tist Church, Ashdown; Gary Brown 
of North Main Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro; Kevin Cooley of Calvary 
Baptist Association, Searcy; David 
Hatfield of Woodlawn Heights Bap-
tist Church, Conway; Matt Pryor of 
First Baptist Church, Manila; Jason 
Noel of East Side Baptist Church, 
Paragould, and Martha Spicer of 
Sang Avenue Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ 
arkansasbaptist.org.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org to 
stay up-to-date with all 
Arkansas Baptist news
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of September.

◆ Sept. 28: Ben Schleiff, OBU Box 4602, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 China. 

EBENEZER CELEBRATES 160TH - Ebenezer Baptist Church, Warren, recently celebrated its 
160th anniversary. The church was founded Aug. 30, 1854. About 100 people attended the celebra-
tion. Former pastors in attendance were Don Covington and his wife, Dixie, from Kansas, and Billy 
West and his wife, Pam, from Texas. Former song leader Bob Haygood led music. Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker shared a morning message. Following the 
morning service, a fellowship lunch was held; and in the afternoon, there was a time of singing and 
remembrance. Bob Black serves as pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church.

NOTEBURNING - Windover Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, held a noteburn-
ing ceremony July 6. The $800,000 
addition to the first phase of the 
building was paid off in less than 
six years. Pictured from left: Winfred 
Bridges, pastor; James Nelson, chair-
man of deacons, and Joe Clark, chair-
man of the building committee.

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
will offer a free Autism Spectrum 
Disorder Workshop at the Baptist 
building, located at 10 Remington 
Drive in Little Rock, on Sept. 13. 

This event will provide an oppor-
tunity for participants to learn more 
about autism and how to effectively 
minister to individuals with autism. 
There will be an overview of autism 

and Asperger’s developmental disor-
ders, and participants will learn how 
these disorder affect behavior, com-
munication and social skills. Partici-
pants will also learn how to create a 
successful learning environment for 
these individuals. 

“As of 2014, one out of every 40 
boys in Arkansas will be diagnosed 
with an autism spectrum disorder. 
One out of every 172 girls will re-

ceive the same diagnosis. ABSC is 
offering this autism conference to 
give insight, help and encourage-
ment for families who deal with 
family members with autism,” said 
Breck Freeman, interim team leader 
for the ABSC missions team.

Karan Burnette, Arkansas Autism 
Partnership director of Partners for 
Inclusive Communities at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, will lead the 

workshop. Burnette has more than 
34 years of experience working with 
individuals with autism. 

To register for this event, visit 
www.absc.org/autism. Registration 
deadline is Sept. 5. 

This event is made possible by 
the giving of Arkansas Baptists to 
the Cooperative Program and the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering.

ABSC offers autism workshop Sept. 13

HOT SPRINGS – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
is sponsoring a Senior Adult 
Prayer Gathering Oct. 9-10. 

This two-day gathering will 
take place at Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, located at 144 Weston 
Road in Hot Springs. The event 
will be similar to the prayer 
gathering that was held in April 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. 

The event will be a time for 
senior adults to focus on praying 
for revival and awakening across 
the state and nation. Don Moore, 
former executive director of the 
ABSC and member of the ABSC 
Task Force for Prayer, Revival and 
Spiritual Awakening, will lead the 
prayer time. 

“God has burdened my heart 
to see in my lifetime a real revival 
and awakening that will stir our 
hearts and souls. I have a deep 
passion and belief in my heart 
that God can and will use our se-
nior adults across our state to lead 
a genuine revival and awakening,” 
said Moore.

The gathering will start 
promptly at 6 p.m. Thursday and 
will end at noon Friday. 

Preregistration is required due 
to limited seating. Register online 
at prayarkansas.com. 

For more information, con-
tact Mike Smith, pastor of senior 
adults and pastoral care at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, by email 
at msmith@hotspringsbaptist.org 
or by phone at 501-760-4744. 

Senior Adult Prayer 
Gathering Oct. 9-10

Southern Baptists church planter 
and pastor of Bethel Baptist Church 
in Scottsbluff,” said Hall.

“Terrytown has a population of 
2,200 and no church of any kind. 
This literally broke my heart,” said 
Hall, recounting a trip to Scotts-
buff in October 2013 led by David 
McCord, associational missionary 
for Calvary Baptist Association in 
Searcy. It was during that trip that 
Hall was assigned the 
task, along with others, 
to “go door to door soul 
winning in Terrytown.”

After returning from 
the trip, Hall said he 
and others began pray-
ing about the church’s 
role in sharing the 
gospel and starting a 
church in the small Nebraska village.

“God began to work in the hearts 
of our church, and before long, we 
voted to start the church and to al-
locate funds for the first two years,” 
said Hall.

On Aug. 3, the two churches 
held a joint service at First Baptist, 
Beebe, to recount their experiences 
and how God touched their lives 
through their efforts to touch others.

A man during the service shared 
about a Vietnam veteran who was 
saved during the week at Terrytown.

“It was hard for him to get 
around,” the man explained. “(And) 
he was still fighting the Vietnam 
War. After he got saved, his counte-
nance changed completely.”

Another volunteer shared about 
a Native American man who was 
led to Christ by the group. The 
man returned later in the week to 
introduce the volunteer to his son, 
saying, “This is my son. When I got 
home I led him to the Lord.”

A woman described the initial 
reception the group got from Ter-
rytown residents.

“’Where are you from?’” she was 

asked by a woman who resides in the 
village, to which she replied, “We’re 
from Arkansas.” 

Puzzled, the woman said, “’Ar-
kansas? What are you doing here?’”

The conversation opened the 
door to sharing the gospel with the 
woman.

“Some of the (house) trailers 
there look like they should already 
be condemned,” said the volunteer 
in describing the poverty in Terry-
town. “(I realized) we have people 
like that here in Beebe (we need to 
reach).”

Testimony after testi-
mony confirmed God’s 
work among the volun-
teers and the blessing 
they received in sharing 
their faith with others.

“They were really 
hungry for spiritual 
food,” another volunteer 
shared. “The most joy 

from the trip was seeing their faces 
when they accepted Jesus.”

“Six years ago God laid on my 
heart that we needed to get more 
mission-minded,” said Cook. “It 
brings your church family together.”

Recounting the trip to the Terry-
town area, Cook remarked, “There 
needs to be a work done there. … 
I watched Bob (Hall) weep over 
souls.”

Cook said volunteers from 
Pangburn “knocked on every 
door in Terrytown,” giving  
away hundreds of Bibles.

He encouraged those present at 
the service not to listen to the world 
that nothing can be done to change 
people’s lives, but rather to follow 
God’s leading and experience the 
blessings.

“Don’t let anyone take away your 
joy (in sharing Christ),” he said, add-
ing, “Walk through that door and 
God will bless.”

The two Arkansas churches can-
not wait to return to see what God 
does next.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ 
arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
NEBRASKA

Pastor Alan Cook shares about 
his experience in  Nebraska.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is 
seeking a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 290 AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

First Baptist Church of Floyd is seeking a bi-
vocational or full-time pastor. As the Lord 
leads, please send your resume to FBC of Floyd, 
Pastor Search Committee, 1198 Highway 31, Ro-
mance, AR 72136. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 3619 N. 6, Fort Smith, AR 72904 or email 
trinitybc2@juno.com.

Star Hope Baptist Church, Elsberry, Mo., an af-
filiated SBC congregation, is looking for a pastor 
who (a) supports the Cooperative Program and 
(b) embraces the tenets of the 2000 Baptist Faith 

and Message. Some seminary training desired. 
Interested applicants should send their resume to 
shbc@starhope.org. 

White River Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational pastor. Please send resumes to Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 138, Oil Trough, AR 72564.

Leachville Second Baptist is seeking bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please send resume to Leachville 
Second Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 565, Leachville, AR 72438.

Seeking an experienced full-time pastor at 
First Baptist Church (SBC) in Piggott. Send resumes 
to FBC Search Committee, 480 W. Main, Piggott, 
AR 72454.

Osceola First Baptist is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 2900 W. Keiser Ave., Osceola, AR 72370 or 
email to fbcosc@rittermail.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

 Rose Bud First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time youth pastor. Send resume to Rose Bud 

First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 167, Rose Bud, AR 
72137 or email resume to rbfbc@windstream.net.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seek-
ing a part-time youth minister. Please send 
resume to Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn. Pastor, 
P.O. Box 1218, Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email 
jeff@congoroadbaptistchurch.org.

Hindsville 1st Baptist Church in northwest 
Arkansas is seeking a bi-vocational paid po-
sition for a youth pastor. Send resume to 
scottsprmkr@aol.com or P.O. Box 113, Hindsville, 
AR 72738. 

Organists needed at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or 
email us at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Connection Church in Spearfish, S.D., is a new 
church plant in search of a youth pastor. Being 
a new church plant, this is an area that is new and 
ready for leadership. For more information, please 
go to our website www.spearfishconnection.com 

and look under the ministry tab. 
First Baptist Church, Batesville, is seeking a 

full-time minister of preschool/children. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Stacy 
Reed, P.O. Box 2455, Batesville, AR 72503 or email 
to stacy@fbcbatesville.org.

Accompanist needed. Crystal Hill Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. Generous salary. Call Jody at 
501-208-2175 for more information.

Minister of music (bi-vocational) and/
or interim. Submit resume by email, fbcw.
musicsearch@gmail.com, or by mail, First Bap-
tist Church, Attn. Search Committee Chair, 202 W. 
Jackson, Willard, MO 65781.  Specify interest in 
permanent, interim or both positions. Information: 
417-742-2751.

Advertise: steve@arkansasbaptist.org

Churches serve together
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
incorrectly reported information 
about a southeast Arkansas mis-
sion project on page 21 of the Aug. 
7 issue. The information should 
have read as follows: More than 10 
churches from four counties par-
ticipated together in a southeast 
Arkansas mission project. One 
hundred fifty-three youth and 
adults participated in the event, 
which included door-to-door wit-
nessing and construction projects. 
New roofs were put on three of 
the seven houses that received con-
struction work. Bartholomew Bap-
tist Association provided a shower 
trailer for the students. A praise 

and worship service was held 
nightly. There were 11 salvations. 
Next summer’s project is already 
in the planning stages. Churches 
involved in this year’s project in-
cluded: Bethel Baptist Church, 
Rison; Cominto Baptist Church, 
Dermott; Enon Baptist Church, 
Monticello; Greenhill Baptist 
Church, Monticello; Ladelle Bap-
tist Church, Monticello; Martins-
ville Baptist Church, Hamburg; 
Second Baptist Church, Monticel-
lo; Shady Grove Baptist Church, 
Monticello; Old Union Baptist 
Church, Monticello; Union Hill 
Baptist Church, Hermitage, and 
Wilmar Baptist Church, Wilmar.

Church life
North Pulaski Baptist Associa-

tion will hold its 53rd annual cel-
ebration from 6 to 8 p.m. Sept. 21 at 
First Baptist Church of Sherwood. 
Richard Lee will give the annual 
sermon. To RSVP, email vteague@
northpulaskibaptist.com by Sept. 17.

Milestones
James Fork Baptist Church, 

located at 2927 Highway 69 W., 
Mansfield, will celebrate its 140th 
anniversary Oct. 5. Former mem-
bers, former pastors and friends are 
invited to attend the anniversary 
event, which will begin with an 11 
a.m. worship service and will be fol-
lowed by a fellowship lunch at noon 
and a program at 1:30 p.m.

On the move
Mike Scott Bridges will begin 

serving Aug. 24 as bi-vocational di-
rector of church music at Windover 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro. The 

church voted Sunday night, Aug. 3, 
to call Bridges. He will be working 
with his uncle, Win Bridges, pastor 
of Windover. Bridges is the fifth 
through sixth grade choir director 
at Westside School in Jonesboro 
and holds three academic degrees 
in music from Arkansas State Uni-
versity.

CWJC AWARDS - Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) and the national WMU Foundation recently 
named the Fort Smith Christian Women’s Job Corps the 2014 Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) 
Site of the Year and awarded them a $1,000 grant. In addition, Lucinda Onofre, a graduate of Fort 
Smith Christian Women’s Job Corps, was chosen by the national WMU Foundation as a 2014 recipi-
ent of the Faye Dove Scholarship. Onofre is currently a student at the University of Arkansas – Fort 
Smith. The $1,500 scholarship will help with college expenses. Pictured from left: Diane Blackwood, 
Arkansas WMU president; Valerie Fitch, Fort Smith Christian Women’s Job Corps/Christian Men’s Job 
Corps executive director; Onofre; Mary Ramsey, state coordinator for Christian Women’s Job Corps/
Christian Men’s Job Corps, and David George, president of the national WMU Foundation.

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
will offer Prepare/Enrich marriage 
counseling training for ministerial 
staff on Sept. 11 at the Baptist build-
ing. 

The workshop will equip ministe-
rial staff with resources to provide 
more effective premarital and mari-
tal counseling.

Participants will learn how to ad-
minister the Prepare/Enrich online 
assessment and interpret couples’ 
reports. 

Prepare/Enrich is a customized 
couple assessment completed online 
that identifies a couple’s strength 
and growth areas. It is a widely used 
program for premarital counseling 

and premarital education. 
There are several goals of the 

Prepare/Enrich program, including 
exploring the strength and growth 
areas of a couple, identifying and 
managing major stress issues in a 
relationship, discussing financial 
planning and budgeting and estab-
lishing personal, couple and family 
goals.

Registration deadline is Sept. 4. 
Materials, lunch and drinks provid-
ed with registration.

The workshop will be led by Ben 
Phillips, ABSC evangelism and 
church health team member. 

For additional information and 
to register, visit www.absc.org/pre-
pareenrich. 

Prepare/Enrich date set

Find the Arkansas Baptist News 
online at arkansasbaptist.org or 

on Facebook and Twitter as 
ArkBaptNews
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Jennifer Bryant
member

First Baptist 
Fordyce

What time is it? That’s the ques-
tion my husband and I have been 
asking each other. Both of our wrist-
watches have quit functioning. Tell-
ing the hour of the day is “chronos.”

“Kairos” is another Greek word 
for “time”; however, this word re-
fers to divine time, God’s time, and 
focuses on the fulfill-
ment of God’s pur-
poses.

While we read-
ily say, “Come, Lord 
Jesus, come,” Jesus 
waits on a command 
from our heavenly Fa-
ther. The patience of 
the Lord means the 
opportunity for salva-
tion (2 Pet. 3:9, 15)!

While we wait 
for His return, what 
should we be doing?

We find answers from our study 
in Daniel. We should not fear the 
things we do not understand; in-
stead, let’s review what we discov-
ered. Remember we, too, are trea-
sured by God (Dan. 9:23).

(1) Draw the line – continue to 
study and hear the word of the Lord 
(Dan. 9:2).

(2) Risk everything for God – con-
tinue to seek wisdom (Dan. 12:10).

(3) Tell it like it is – continue to 
speak the truth (Dan. 9:8-10).

(4) Don’t give up on prayer
– continue to seek Him in prayer 
(Dan. 9:3- 19). He answers!

(5) Live to win in the end – con-
tinue to shine like stars 
(Dan. 12:3).

Daniel lived a long, 
full time – a life of trust, 
obedience, devotion and 
faithfulness to God. We 
cannot go wrong by fol-
lowing his example – serv-
ing God and ministering 
to others (1 Cor. 15:58).

Make the most of 
every opportunity to lead 
many to righteousness 
and hold out the word of 
life. Make sure names are 

in that Book! Continue to be faith-
ful and “rise to your destiny” (Dan. 
12:13). Awake to everlasting life!

Apocalyptic visions in Daniel – 
are they symbolic? Is the language 
figurative? Who is the Antichrist? 
When will the Tribulation come? 
The Lord will reveal more as “kai-
ros” time approaches. Be Ready!

This summer has been one of the 
busiest ones our family has experi-
enced yet. We have been traveling 
like crazy for the past few weeks, but 
the scenery has been beautiful along 
the way. 

One of my favorite things to see 
as we travel is all of the homegrown 
gardens and farms. 

During our drive 
time, we have seen 
plenty of people tend-
ing to their land, 
whether big or small. 
It obviously takes 
great attention to de-
tail, consistency and 
patience to have a full 
and beautiful garden 
or farm like the ones 
we have seen. 

In Leviticus 25:1-7, 
we see God giving in-
structions to the people of Israel to 
care for the land that they had been 
given. God gives specific instruc-
tions to let the land rest. He initiates 
the same Sabbath principle to the 
land that He gave to the Israelites. 
In the same way that the Israelites 
were instructed to rest on the sev-
enth day just as God rested, He ex-

tends this principle to the land in 
the form of years. The Sabbath year 
was to be a complete year of rest for 
the land with no planting, no prun-
ing and no harvesting or storing of 
any crops that might have grown on 
their own. “Complete rest” meant 
no work. That being said, God did 

allow them to eat what-
ever was produced from 
the land during the Sab-
bath year.

The Sabbath prin-
ciple shows us that God 
created us to live in and 
care for His creation. 
Just as He cares for us, 
we are to emulate that 
same relationship and 
care for the things He 
gives us. 

There is an ebb and 
flow kind of rhythm of 

work and rest. The end result is al-
ways providence when we are obedi-
ent and follow through with God’s 
commands and His calling on our 
lives. This is a pattern we find all 
throughout Scripture. God will al-
ways provide for His people in one 
way or another when we are living 
according to His will.

Sherrill Moffett
member 

First Baptist  
Pocahontas

Life is hard. 
We see examples of that every 

day on the news, in the lives of our 
friends and even in our own lives. 
We struggle with doubt and with 
ridicule and persecution regarding 
our faith. 

The author of Hebrews wanted 
Jewish Christians, who 
had been facing some 
of these same issues, to 
understand the supe-
riority of Christ. This 
would help them stay 
strong in their Christi-
anity when they were 
tempted to return to 
Judaism just because it 
was familiar and com-
fortable. 

The author desired 
for the Jewish Chris-
tians to have no doubt 
about Jesus’ superiority over every-
thing, so by using several descrip-
tions, he revealed the true identity 
of Jesus as God (Heb. 1:3). Jesus has 
been “appointed heir of all things” 
and is the “radiance of God’s glory” 
(Heb. 1:2-3).

Jesus is the exact representation 
of God in a human body, “sustain-
ing all things by his powerful word” 
(Heb. 1:3).

Most importantly, after Jesus had 
provided purification for sins by 
dying on the cross, He sat down at 
the right hand of God (Heb. 1:3). By 
Jesus sitting down, He was illustrat-
ing the work was complete. Christ’s 
sacrifice was final. No other rules or 
sacrifices are needed.

The same God who 
created the universe also 
died for each person. 

By realizing who 
Jesus is, we should never 
doubt that God can 
and will forgive any sin 
if we just come to Him. 
There is no sin too big 
for Jesus, the God of the 
universe, to forgive. 

Remembering Jesus’ 
superiority will help us 
during times in which 
we experience ridicule, 

struggle with doubt and face perse-
cution. 

Each and every day, we must 
strive to live by faith and not fall 
back into trying to meet minimum 
religious requirements. 

Hebrews clearly illustrates Jesus is 
superior to the angels, any religion, 
any Jewish leaders and any priests, 
so don’t be fooled by any substitute 
or alternative to Jesus! 

My email was working correctly. 
Our apartment is long and narrow. 
The Wi-Fi is located at one end of 
the apartment and the bedroom in 
which I was working at the other 
end. No problem – until it just quit 
working. I could not imagine what 
had happened, but after checking 
things out, I discovered 
that I was no longer con-
nected to the Wi-Fi unit. 
I moved closer, and the 
problem was solved.

Something had hap-
pened. Why? I do not 
know, but it did. I was 
not close enough to 
connect even though I 
thought I was. 

Maybe this is what 
happens in our Chris-
tian life. We don’t think 
we have moved, but we 
have lost our connection. That is 
why these words from Paul in Ephe-
sians 2:17-22 are so significant for 
us. We must constantly monitor if 
we are connected or not lest we fail 
and not even know it. 

The Christian life demands a con-
stant connection in Christ. Being 
connected involves a matter of get-
ting connected. It happened when 
I put a code into my computer. The 

code was always there, but I was too 
far away. Paul’s code for beginning 
the Christian life is hearing the gos-
pel. This is when connection begins 
and becomes a reality. 

Paul describes the purpose of 
Christ’s presence. What was is no 
longer what is, and what was not 

has become a reality 
(2 Cor. 5:17). Christ 
has made us fellow citi-
zens and members of 
God’s household. We 
are not foreigners and 
aliens. We are part of 
the structure where 
Christ is the chief Cor-
nerstone (Psa. 118:22).

During our years of 
missionary service, I 
have observed a num-
ber of churches in 
different places built 

hundreds of years ago. They are still 
there despite the earthquakes and 
other natural disasters because there 
was something that held them to-
gether. That something was a strong 
cornerstone.

The connection with Christ gives 
us meaning and purpose. Being 
connected with Christ is vital to the 
Christian life. I must never take it 
for granted. 

Charles A. Collins
missionary

Spain

Our work with creation
LEVITICUS 25:1-7

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Be ready for Tribulation
DANIEL 9:20-27; 12:9-13

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Who is Jesus?
HEBREWS 1:1-4

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Connected in Christ
EPHESIANS 2:17-22

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
SEPTEMBER 7, 2014

Janice Ramsey
member

Second Baptist
Arkadelphia
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continued from page one
YEC
during YEC. Entertainment was  
provided by 321 Improv and the 
band Capital Kings. Speakers for 
the event included Brian Burgess, an 
evangelist based in North Carolina, 
and Wood. Evangelism training for 
students, youth ministers and youth 
leaders was led by ABSC team mem-
bers, Burgess and Wood.

The 1,400 students and 100 
youth volunteers in attendance rep-
resented more than 100 Arkansas 
Baptist churches. Overall, 44 stu-
dents made professions of faith and 
18 students rededicated their lives to 
Christ during the event.

Gasaway told the Arkansas Baptist 
News that God’s presence was obvi-
ous during this year’s YEC. He said 
he was especially touched by a spe-
cial time of prayer, which took place 
during the conference’s Saturday 
morning session.

“We had Brian Burgess lead a ses-
sion on inspiring students to share 
the gospel. At the same time, the 
student pastors, leaders and youth 
ministry volunteers had a training 
on developing an evangelistic youth 
ministry, which was held in another 
room,” said Gasaway. 

“We felt led to open the student 
pastor session with a guided prayer 
time, much like the prayer/awaken-
ing times that our pastors and senior 

adults have had across our state and 
our entire convention. While they 
were praying specifically for kids they 
had brought to YEC and for revival 
in the state, Brian, who didn’t know 
the prayer time was even happening, 
felt led to stop in the beginning of 
his sermon and 
have an invitation. 
He offered one, 
and six students 
made decisions 
during that time,” 
he said. 

“It was a great 
example of the 
importance of 
prayer, sensitivity 
to the Holy Spirit 
and the power of 
the gospel,” said 
Gasaway. “We 
didn’t coordinate 
that. It happened 
because God was 
in control of our 
‘schedule.’” 

Breck Freeman, 
interim team lead-
er for the ABSC 
missions team, 
represented Kaleo 
Arkansas at YEC. 
Kaleo Arkansas is a Cooperative 
Program ministry in which the state 
convention, local churches and as-
sociations and the North American 
Mission Board partner to equip 
young Christians who feel God call-

ing them into the ministry.
“YEC was a great event as we met 

with students and pastors across the 
state,” said Freeman. “We shared 
over 1,400 Kaleo T-shirts with the 
students at the conference. We con-
nected ABSC churches, leaders 

and students 
to Kaleo, block 
parties, Acts 1:8 
One Day Mis-
sion Trips, Con-
nect and many 
missional oppor-
tunities across 
Arkansas. God 
is at work in the 
lives of these stu-
dents.”

Max Abbott, 
who attends the 
youth group of 
The Venue at 
Chapel Hill in 
Jacksonville, a 
satellite campus 
of First Baptist 
Church, Cabot, 
said Burgess’s 
message and 
the song lyr-
ics during wor-
ship time really  

stuck out to him.
“When you pay attention not to 

the music or to the loudness, but re-
ally the words and the true meaning 
of the words, it really speaks to your 
heart. God really speaks to you,” he 

said. “Brian (Burgess) really spoke to 
me … about having a heart of God 
and living by faith. It really just takes 
a toll on your heart – how to take 
it to your school and how to share 
your faith.”

Allison Wiggins, middle school 
minister at First Baptist Church, 
Marion, said she likes that all the 
age groups are together for the event, 
rather than being split up. She also 
likes that the event is held right be-
fore students start back to school.

“I really am excited about the 
evangelism part of it,” Wiggins said, 
adding that their church does Life-
Way Christian Resources’ FAITH 
Evangelism program. She said she 
appreciates having others who “en-
courage them (students) to share 
faith with other people – especially 
before school starts – knowing that 
their missions opportunities don’t 
just happen during summer, during 
a one-week or a weekend trip – that 
it is every day, every part of their 
lives.”

“We had a blast at YEC 2014. 
From the time we got there until it 
ended, it was a great experience. I 
particularly enjoyed the youth train-
ing time with Michael Wood. It was 
a great time of learning and gaining 
some new ideas on how to minis-
ter to students,” said Tracy Reed, 
student minister at First Baptist 
Church, Crossett.

“I needed that time and was really 
blessed by it,” he said.

Students from churches across Arkansas wor-
ship during YEC Aug. 8-9 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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YEC 
Michael Wood, lead pastor of First Baptist 
Church, West Monroe, La., speaks at the 2014 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Youth 
Evangelism Conference (YEC), which was 
attended by more than 1,500 students and 
youth leaders. See story, Page 1.
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