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Church emphasizes missions 
over building programs

Ill pastor’s ‘flyover’ touches congregation

Brett Cooper
Williams Baptist College

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – An aban-
doned church symbolizes what hap-
pened in Argenta. The North Little 
Rock neighborhood suffered the 
same fate as so many other urban 
areas, falling into steep decline de-
cades ago. Stores closed, crime in-
creased and many people fled to the 
suburbs. So did the churches.

“The old First Baptist Church 
building became a bar and strip club 
that served as a front for most of the 
criminal activity in Argenta,” said Mi-
chael Carpenter.

But Argenta rebounded, and it is 
now a neighborhood success story. 
Residents organized and began the 
process of rebuilding much of what 
had fallen into ruin. 

New shops started appearing, and 
run-down homes began to see new 
life. See ARGENTA page 2

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

JUDSONIA – Mildred Sterling, 
member of First Baptist Church, 
Judsonia, can testify to how much 
can change in 100 years. Sterling, 
who celebrated her 101st birthday 
in December, has witnessed trans-
portation transition from riverboats 
to railroads and from cars to planes.

In fact, she remembers the first 
airplane that came to town. It land-

Crime decreased. New develop-
ment commenced.

“Walking around Argenta today, 
one will find an economically and 
racially diverse neighborhood with 
children playing Four Square in the 
street, young mothers pushing stroll-
ers, people taking an evening walk 
with their dogs and old men sitting 
on their front porch, watching and 
listening. Main Street is peppered 
with offices, bars, specialty stores, res-
taurants and art galleries,” Carpenter 
said.

The churches, however, have been 
slow to return to the community. 
That is where the Church at Argenta 
enters the picture.

“In no small way, Argenta feels 
like home,” said Michael Gallup. “I 
also love that it is a work in progress, 
and we get to be a part of her story. 
We, the church, have a very real op-

ed in a pasture, and half the town 
turned out to see it. But it wasn’t 
the flying that impressed Sterling. It 
was when the pilot – a relative of a 
relative – stepped out. 

“It was unbelievable. There was 
that great big thing sitting there, and 
one of my near-relatives had come in 
on it and it was just almost impos-
sible. How could it be?” she said.

In her own life, Sterling has tran-
sitioned from life in Arkansas to life 
in Washington D.C. and then back 

The Church at Argenta
returns ‘church’ to city

Dramatic changes seen in 101 years
to Arkansas. She currently resides in 
Judsonia, where she spent much of 
her time growing up. 

And she has been teaching Sun-
day school for elderly women at 
First Baptist for about 27 consecu-
tive years. 

“It’s been a blessing to me be-
cause I’ve had to study the Bible 
closer than I would have just to go 
to Sunday school,” she said.

See 101 YEARS page 6

See FLYOVER page 9

Church members wave to pastor during flyover. 
Photo courtesy the Baxter Bulletin.

Michael Gallup (left) and Michael Carpenter, pastors of the Church at Argenta, chat on the sidewalk 
in North Little Rock’s Argenta Arts District. They live there to better minister to the neighborhood.

Stacy Bearden wins
ABN reader drawing
STACY BEARDEN, 48, of Red-
field is the winner of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News Readership Sur-
vey drawing.

Bearden, a member of River 
Road Baptist Church, Redfield, 
will receive a new Kindle Fire.

When contacted about being 
the winning entry, Bearden re-

See BEARDEN page 2

over the sum-
mer. At first, 
doctors were 
baff led by 
his condition 
but eventual-
ly concluded 
that he was 
suffering from 
cancer, the 
same disease 
that claimed 
the life of his 
wife, Euna 
Faye, a year earlier in June 2011, 
according to Maurice Hitt, asso-
ciational missionary for the White 
River Baptist Association.

Having re-
tired after 30 
years of full-
time ministry, 
Macks became 
the natural 
choice to do 
pulpit supply 
for Arkana 
Baptist after 
he and his wife 
purchased land 
in the area and 
built a home 

only minutes from the church, 
said Hitt.

Macks fell in love with the 
church and its members, eventu-

ally coming out of retirement to 
act as their full-time pastor, said 
Hitt.

He continued to preach and 
lead Arkana Baptist until Dec. 23, 
2012, when his health continued 
to fail.

“He couldn’t stand, but he 
preached the sermon,” church 
member Roy Midkaff told the Bax-
ter Bulletin in Mountain Home.

After preaching his final ser-
mon, Macks checked into a hos-
pital in Fayetteville so he could be 
near family members. While in 
the hospital, Macks made a some-

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

MOUNTAIN HOME – Members 
of Arkana Baptist Church, Moun-
tain Home, stood together outside 
their church building Jan. 2 look-
ing skyward with tears in their 
eyes, holding a homemade banner 
that read, “We Love You.”

The group waited in anticipa-
tion, as their terminally ill pastor 
of the past five years was to fly over 
the church in a small airplane, 
after which he was to return to 
Fayetteville where he was sched-
uled to enter hospice care.

Manuel Macks, 68, became ill 

January 24, 2013



2   January 24, 2013Top STorieS

continued from page one

ARGENTA

portunity to shape the identity of this 
budding community.”

Carpenter and Gallup share pasto-
ral duties at the Church at Argenta. 
Carpenter serves as teaching pastor 
and Gallup as pastor. They are joined 
on the church’s leadership team by 
Cliff Hutchison, Casey Turner, Jen-
nifer Reeder, Amanda Carpenter and 
James Paul. Other members of the 
church’s core group include David 
Stanley and Brian Pappalardo. All 
but Paul are graduates of Williams 
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge.

“I believe that it is essential to live 
in the community and neighbor-
hood of your church. It is a part of 
the missional mindset. You do life 
with these people,” said Turner, who 
serves on the church’s children’s 
ministry team.

The congregation currently meets 
at Carpenter’s house on Sunday eve-
nings, where they share a fellowship 
meal followed 
by a time of 
worship and 
Bible study. 

They are 
moving toward 
the formal start 
of the Church 
at Argenta in 
early 2013.

The church 
will be based in 
a coffeehouse 
it plans to oper-
ate in the heart 
of the neigh-
borhood. “Mugs Cafe,” as it will be 
known, is another part of the story, 
but for now, the core group is getting 
to know Argenta and its people (read 
related story at right). 

“I can walk to the Argenta Market, 
which is a block from my house, and 
see familiar faces. Seeing these famil-
iar faces establishes relationships. We 
know our neighbors by their names; 
we know their stories,” Turner said. 

Hutchison, the church’s worship 
pastor, agrees that it is essential to 
live in the community they are at-
tempting to reach.

“I think I would find it too hard 
to root my life in a place and simply 
drive away at the end of the day. Not 
to mention, I would miss out on end-
less meaningful conversations that 
often happen as I walk the neighbor-
hood going about my everyday busi-
ness,” he said.

Reeder, a children’s ministry team 
member, at first lived 15 minutes 
from the church. 

“I felt like I was missing out on 
a lot of the natural interaction that 
occurs with the people in the neigh-
borhood. Now that I live in Argenta, 
I am better able to become a familiar 
face, which makes it easier to talk to 
people,” she said.

Most of the leadership team serve 
as volunteers, working at “day jobs” 
to support themselves and their min-
istry in Argenta.

“It has been really difficult some-

times when I just want to go home 
after spending all day with children,” 
Turner said. “At first, it was really 
challenging, but I have figured out 
how to have time for me and my min-
istry.”

Hutchison added, “My job here in 
the neighborhood plays a major role 
in our ministry. I enjoy being pres-
ent in the community during the day, 
meeting people in the workplace, as a 
fellow worker. And it pays the bills!”

Residing so close to one’s ministry 
can be challenging, as Gallup and his 
wife Michala have discovered in mov-
ing with their two small children to 
Argenta.  

“We can’t live compartmentalized 
lives anymore. Ministry doesn’t hap-
pen in some nice tidy box. The king-
dom of God is like yeast that perme-
ates every bit of the dough,” Gallup 
said. “Ministry is life, and our life is 
ministry.”

Carpenter and his wife, Amanda, 
also have two young children. They 
bought a house in Argenta this year 
and are putting down roots in the 
neighborhood that many others have 

shunned.  
“Fear of 

urban neigh-
borhoods, fear 
of the ‘other’ 
and the love of 
convenience 
have driven 
the Church’s 
p e r c e p t i o n 
of neighbor-
hoods like 
Argenta. Not 

surprisingly, 
this perception 
is largely nega-

tive,” Carpenter observed.
“We have moved our homes and 

congregations to the fringes of our 
historic neighborhoods in the city 
to suburban enclaves. Moreover, we 
have learned to speak of these neigh-
borhoods as places for rescue mis-
sions, rather than places to live, work 
and play.”

Carpenter, who had worked as a 
church planter in Tennessee, was ini-
tially contacted by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention about starting 
a new work in Argenta. The effort 
has earned the backing of the North 
Pulaski Baptist Association and sev-
eral churches around the state.

The commitment of the church’s 
leadership to their new home is re-
flected in the simple name they 
have chosen for their congregation 
– “Church at Argenta.” Gallup said 
it follows the lead of early New Testa-
ment bodies, such as the church at 
Ephesus and the church at Thessa-
lonica.

“The church was local and iden-
tified by the place the people lived, 
where they worked and played. So we 
want to be the Church, the gathered 
people of God, at Argenta, the place 
we live,” Gallup said. “We are the 
Church wherever we are.”

Brett Cooper is vice president for insti-
tutional advancement at Williams Bap-
tist College. More information about the 
Church at Argenta is available at www.
churchatargenta.org.

THE CHURCH at Argenta, locat-
ed in North Little Rock, is a model 
for starting new congregations 
and for cooperation, said David 
McClung, coordinator of church 
plants for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. 

“The partnerships that have 
developed around the Church at 
Argenta have been phenomenal,” 
said McClung.

“The thing I have loved most 
about the folks at Church at Ar-
genta is that they understand that 
they are a part of the Church as a 
whole,” he added. “They are not in 
competition with other churches. 
They are not trying to ‘do church 
the right way’ as if everyone else is 
doing it wrong. They see themselves 
as missionaries to the community 
of Argenta and an extension of the 
ministries of their partner churches 
and denominational partners.”

It is through those partnerships 
that the new church is developing 
Mugs Cafe, a coffeehouse and eat-
ing establishment that will also be 
the hub of its ministry. Michael 
Carpenter, who serves as teaching 
pastor of the Church at Argenta, 
believes that establishing a commu-
nity gathering place is an excellent 
way to develop relationships with 

the people of Argenta.
“By building a coffeehouse, we 

will be able to create a place where 
connections will happen week in 
and week out. We can only imag-
ine how many people will walk into 
Mugs Cafe to get a cup of coffee 
and end up finding a church and 
ultimately a saving relationship 
with Jesus,” he said.

Mugs Cafe will be housed in 
a former print shop along Main 
Street in the heart of Argenta. 
Carpenter and Michael Gallup, 
the church’s pastor, beam with ex-
citement as they walk through the 
building and describe how the eat-
ery will be laid out.  

Three attorneys who attend Im-
manuel Baptist Church in Little 
Rock caught the vision for the cof-
feehouse, and they have poured 
their own resources into seeing it 
developed.  

“These men know that every-
thing they have has been given to 
them by the Father and therefore 
use their success to further God’s 
mission in the world. They have 
taken our vision to a level we never 
could have dreamed of,” Carpen-
ter said.

  
  –Brett Cooper

Cafe with a mission

Michael and Michala Gallup with their son, Nehemiah, at their Argenta (North Little Rock) home. 
The couple also has a daughter named Mary Grace.

Jennifer Reeder (top right), a member of the children’s 
ministry team at the Church at Argenta, leads a children’s 
study time.

marked, “That’s great! I never win 
anything!”

She and her husband, David, 
have two daughters, Josey and Bai-
ley, both of whom attend White Hall 
High School.

Bearden said she loves spending 
time with her family.

“I spend my days being a mom and 
attending all my daughters’ activities 
from soccer to choir,” she said. “I 
enjoy listening to Christian music, 
what I call my ‘Jesus music.’ I can’t 
go a day without it. God is good! I 

am excited to see how my new Kin-
dle Fire will help me with reading 
my Bible. Thank you ABN!”

Results of the readership survey 
will be published in an upcoming 
issue.

continued from page one

BEARDEN

Stacy Bearden (center), with daughters, Josey 
(left) and Bailey.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 
Jeff Crawford joins Cross Church

Crawford

Was Grand Avenue pastor seven years

FORT SMITH – Jeff Crawford, pas-
tor of Grand Avenue Baptist Church 
in Fort Smith for the past seven 
years, is joining Cross 
Church in northwest Ar-
kansas as teaching pastor 
and president of the new 
Cross Church School of 
Ministry.

Crawford announced 
to the Grand Avenue con-
gregation Jan. 6 that he 
was leaving for the new 
position at the end of 
January. 

He starts his new duties Feb. 1.
“God has called us to a new min-

istry, and we have answered that 
call,” said Crawford. “While we are 

extremely sad to leave Grand after 
seven years of service, we are also tre-
mendously excited about joining the 

Cross Church staff team.”
Crawford explained that 

the Cross Church School of 
Ministry is a “new endeavor” 
set to launch in August 2013.

“We will be bringing the 
best of the best of young men 
and women called to ministry 
to Cross Church for an inten-
sive one-year residential pro-
gram of ministry training. We 
will be filling the ‘experience 

gap’ that seminaries and colleges can-
not and do not fill,” explained Craw-
ford.

“This will be a truly unique school 

that no other church in America pro-
vides for those called to ministry. In 
addition, with four active campuses, 
Cross Church has grown to a point 
where Senior Pastor Dr. Ronnie 
Floyd needs the relief of a teaching 
pastor. And so I am honored and 
thrilled to be able to fill this role as 
well,” he said.

Serving as teaching pastor for 
Cross Church campuses is a “new 
paradigm” for the church, said Craw-
ford. Floyd’s son, Nick, is teaching 
pastor at Cross Church, Fayette-
ville. Other campuses are located in 
Springdale and Rogers.

Crawford and his wife, Julie, have 
three children, Garrett, Madison and 
Grayson.

WBC’s Jackie Burton dies Jan. 8

Hawkins

Hawkins Fayetteville ABCHomes director
FAYETTEVILLE – James Hawkins II 
has been named the Fayetteville-area 
director at the Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), effective Jan. 7.

Hawkins replaces Andy Cooper, 
who is going into private counseling 
practice Feb. 1. 

Cooper will remain as a contract 
counselor with ABCHomes 
at the ABCHomes satellite 
office in Rogers.

In his new role, Hawk-
ins will supervise the area 
office and the West Fork 
Emergency Shelter, as well 
as offer counseling services 
in Fayetteville and Rogers.

“We are excited to have 
James on our ABChomes’ 
counseling staff,” said 
Charles Flynn, ABCHomes program 
director. “James’ vast counseling 
experience, ranging from hospice 
to the military, makes him a very 
unique resource of counseling for 
the Fayetteville community.”

Hawkins said he knew he was in 
the “right place” when he first drove 
into the area office and noticed that 
the office sign read, “Family Minis-
try.”

“My passion and calling has al-

Burton

ways been to reach families,” he said. 
“It is my belief that by ministering to 
the needs of children and families, 
we are making an impact now and 
into the future.”

Hawkins said he and his family 
look forward to being a part of AB-
CHomes. 

“I hope within the next few 
months we can make it to 
every campus and meet 
the people who live and 
embody the heart of this 
ministry,” he said. “I then 
want to pray with our Fay-
etteville team about what 
we are doing in this area 
and work to exemplify all 
that ABCHomes ministry 
stands for.”

Hawkins said he wants 
to form relationships with the local 
pastors and support them in their 
ministry. 

“I also am drawn to the oppor-
tunity to partner with and provide 
support to pastors and the local 
church,” he said, adding, “I want 
to make sure that every child that 
comes through the Tommy Jones 
Memorial Home experience the 
gospel and that they see God’s love 
in how we treat each other as a team 

and how we treat them.”
“James’ passion to be a counseling 

resource for the local church makes 
him a perfect fit for Fayetteville-area 
director,” said Flynn. 

Prior to joining the ABCHomes 
staff, Hawkins served as a staff coun-
selor at Restoration Counseling Ser-
vices, New Orleans, La., and at New 
Beginnings Family Center, Norco, 
La. He also serves as the blog coor-
dinator for the American Associa-
tion of Christian Counselors, For-
est, Va. 

For the last two years, Hawkins 
was an adjunct instructor at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, New Orleans, La. 

Previously, he was a chaplain with 
AmeraCare Family Hospice and 
Harmony Hospice, New Orleans, 
La., and a chaplain candidate with 
the United States Air Force. 

He received a Bachelor of Science 
in psychology and nursing from 
Liberty University, Lynchburg, Va.; 
a Master of Arts in marriage and 
family counseling and a Doctor of 
Philosophy in psychology and coun-
seling from New Orleans Seminary. 
He and his wife, Nicola, have three 
daughters, Grace, 7; Victory, 5, and 
Destiny, 2.

WALNUT RIDGE – Jacqlyn Joyce 
“Jackie” Burton, 73, died Jan. 8 at 
Flo and Phil Jones Hospice 
House in Jonesboro.

Friends and colleagues 
remember Burton as a 
counselor to students dur-
ing a career of nearly four 
decades at Williams Bap-
tist College (WBC) in Wal-
nut Ridge. She considered 
students her “children.”

Burton was born on 
Dec. 11, 1939, in Tupelo, 
Ark., to Amanda (Rice) and Henry 
Lester Burton Sr. She graduated 
from Newport High School and 

attended Ouachita Baptist College 
(now Ouachita Baptist University) 

in Arkadelphia. Following 
college, Burton taught for 
two years in the Newport 
Elementary School system 
before pursuing her master’s 
degree in religious education 
from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Burton started her career 
at Williams Baptist (then 
called Southern Baptist Col-

lege), in 1966 as women’s dorm 
counselor. She worked at the school 
for 35 years before retiring in 2001. 

Through the years, she served in a 
number of capacities, including as 
dean of women, faculty member, 
Baptist Student Union director and 
campus ministries coordinator.

While at Williams, Burton was 
involved in many campus activities 
and ministries, including the for-
eign student ministry, student mis-
sion trips, REW week and the Miss 
WBC pageant. Burton spent sum-
mers working as a staff member for 
Camp Paron’s camps for girls.

A funeral service for Burton was 
held Jan. 12 at First Baptist Church, 
Walnut Ridge. Burial was at Sand 
Hill Cemetery in Breckenridge.

Many SBC pastors
lack estate planning  
NASHVILLE (BP) – While the 
majority of pastors in the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
have a will, nearly 40 percent pos-
sess no type of estate planning 
document at all. A recent survey 
conducted by LifeWay Research 
on behalf of the Southern Baptist 
Foundation found 37 percent of 
SBC pastors do not have a trust, 
will, living will, electronic will, 
legacy story or durable Power of 
Attorney with health care direc-
tives.

20,000 Russians march, 
protest adoption ban
MOSCOW (BP) – Upwards 
of 20,000 Russians marched 
through Moscow Jan. 13 to pro-
test the country’s new ban on 
adoption by Americans, as con-
fusion continued to swirl over 
the law’s immediate impact. The 
Kremlin reportedly announced 
Jan. 10 that the law won’t take 
effect for one year due to a 2011 
bilateral adoption agreement 
between the U.S. and Russia, The 
Washington Post reported. That 
agreement says adoptions can 
continue for one year even after 
one party withdraws from it. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
signed the ban on American 
adoptions in December.

Lewis to lead NAMB
pastoral relations
ALPHARETTA, Ga. – Florida 
pastor Michael Lewis is joining 
the staff of the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) to lead 
efforts to build closer relation-
ships between the entity and 
pastors in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Lewis, pastor of 
Plant City’s First Baptist Church 
in Plant City, Fla., will start work 
as NAMB’s executive director for 
church revitalization and pastoral 
relations in February.

43 pro-life laws enacted
in numerous US states
WASHINGTON (BP) – As the 
United States approaches Roe v. 
Wade’s 40th anniversary, pro-life 
advocates have gained ground in 
restricting the number of abor-
tions taking place every year. 
In 2012, 43 pro-life provisions 
went into effect in 19 states, the 
second highest number after 
states enacted 92 pro-life laws in 
2011. The pro-choice group Gutt-
macher Institute calculated the 
number of pro-life provisions.
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See SESSION page 5

The 21st century isn’t for the 
faint of heart, and demands God’s 
people to be aggressively about His 
business.

God has richly blessed Arkansas 
Baptists with 
health, wealth 
and more lei-
sure time today 
than in any 
other time in 
history; all He 
asks is that we 
be obedient 

and work diligently to further His 
cause.

Don’t miss the wonderful story 
in this issue about the Church at 
Argenta and the young people who 
are doing just that – moving their 
families into a neighborhood to 
make Christ known among resi-
dents who live and work there.

Whether you are a professional, 
day worker, student or retired, God 
has a plan to work through your life 
to be a witness for Him.

One of the greatest joys I person-
ally have ever known as a believer is 

E veryone to whom much was 
given, of him much will be 

required, and from him to whom 
they entrusted much, they will 
demand the more” – Jesus Christ 
in Luke 12:48c 
(ESV).

 As Baptist 
leaders, it is wise 
to occasionally 
examine ourselves 
thoroughly – es-
pecially in a new 
year.

With 2012 now in our rearview 
mirror and 2013 firmly laid be-
fore us, we should evaluate, make 
adjustments and new plans, brain-
storm strategies and set in motion 
tactics that will make us effective 
ambassadors for our Lord Jesus 
Christ in anticipation of His re-
turn.

As leaders in arguably the great-
est Protestant denomination ever 
known, it may be time to step up 
our evangelistic outreach efforts 
to better reach lost people in our 
midst.

To whom much is given, much is required
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Arkansas legislative session preview
L egislators are gathering in Little 

Rock for the start of the Arkan-
sas General Assembly.  Typically, 
the session will last three to four 
months. The work of the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Council will con-
sist of long and intense days. Given 
the importance of 
what the legislature 
does, I will provide 
a preview of some 
of the major matters 
that will be taken up 
there.

On many issues, 
we will be working 
in conjunction with other groups, 
such as Families First Foundation, 
Arkansas Right to Life, Family 
Council, Arkansas Family Coali-
tion, Eagle Forum and others. The 
general categories of issues will 
deal with life issues (abortion and 
medical ethics), alcohol and other 
drugs, gambling, pornography, the 
homosexual agenda, race relations 
and religious liberty.

Medical marijuana – The issue 
of medical marijuana will eventu-
ally be back on the state’s agenda. 

That may happen in one of three 
ways. There might be a measure to 
get the legislature to approve a law 
legalizing the so-called medicinal 
use of marijuana. There could be 
an effort to get the legislators to 
refer a constitutional amendment 

to the voters 
in the next 
general elec-
tion. Lastly, 
an effort 
may soon be 
started to get 
an initiated 
act qualified 

for the next general election’s ballot 
by circulating petitions and gather-
ing signatures of registered voters. 
Regardless of the method or meth-
ods used, we are certain to face that 
issue again.

Abortion – In the matter of 
abortion, I expect our coalition 
of groups will attempt to pass bills 
to accomplish the following (this 
is not a complete list but includes 
some of the major measures): allow 
the state to elect to opt out of pro-
viding abortions under the federal 

health care law – the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act; ban 
abortions after 20 weeks of gesta-
tional age except to save the life of 
the mother; mandate 
that abortion pro-
viders follow strict 
Federal Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA) protocols in 
administering chemi-
cal abortions; desig-
nate abortion clinic 
employees mandato-
ry reporters of child 
abuse; block Planned 
Parenthood and 
similar organizations 
from receiving public 
funds, and other spe-
cific measures.

Alcohol – In the area of alco-
holic beverages, we are hearing 
about plans to pass bills that will 
ease the transition of dry counties 
to wet ones, and others to reduce 
the requirements necessary to 
allow the sale of mixed drinks in 
wet counties. Also, we expect pro-
posals to be introduced that will 

cause the further proliferation of 
“private clubs” in dry counties. We 
will again oppose attempts to create 
so-called “entertainment districts,” 

designated areas in 
wet cities in which 
open drinks can be 
carried about out-
side. 

The forces that 
want to “wet up” 
Arkansas are fully ar-
rayed and set for bat-
tle. They won’t rest 
until Arkansas is in-
distinguishable from 
New Jersey, Cali-
fornia or any other 
alcohol-drenched 
state. All these mea-
sures and others like 

them we will vigorously oppose; if 
you agree with our stance, we will 
need your help in holding the line 
on what’s right and proper for our 
communities and the quality of life 
that we possess in our state.

Gambling – In regard to gam-

leading someone to Christ. While 
we all don’t get to “close the deal” 
so to speak, we all can live our lives 
in such a way as to proactively plant 

“life-giving” seeds of salvation!
Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-

kansas Baptist News. Contact him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

FAITH & ETHICS
Larry Page

Arkansas Faith & Ethics 
Council
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Family Matters
V-Day Challenge 

V alentine’s Day is fast 
approaching and most 

married couples will exchange 
cards, go out on a date or do 
something romantic together.  
Those are great ways to enrich 
your relation-
ship, and I am 
planning on 
doing some of 
those things 
myself.

Consider 
utilizing the 14 
days leading 
up to Valen-
tine’s Day to 
individually read through some 
of the key Bible passages related 
to marriage. If you’re really up 
for a challenge, then read and 
discuss them with your spouse 
and spend some time praying 
together.  Scripture has much 
to say about marriage and re-
lationships.  There are some 
good examples and many bad 
examples that we can learn 
from and use to help us grow 
in our own marriages. The list 
below is not exhaustive, but will 
provide key passages for you to 
study, reflect on and apply.   

Here are some questions to 
help you discover and apply 
God’s Word in your life: What 
did the passage say in its bibli-
cal context (what are the facts)?  
What did I learn from this pas-
sage (what does it mean)?  How 
does God want me to grow 
in relationship with Him and 
apply this passage personally 
in my home (how do we prac-
tically apply this in our mar-
riage)?  What do I need to say 
to God after reading this pas-
sage (allow Scripture to guide 
your prayers)?

Feb. 1: Genesis 2:1-3:24; Feb. 
2: Exod 20:14; Deut 5:18; Feb. 
3: Psalm 128; Feb. 4: Proverbs 
5:1-23; Feb. 5: Song of Solo-
mon 1:1-2:17; Feb. 6: Song of 
Solomon 3:1-4:16; Feb. 7: Song 
of Solomon 5:1-6:13; Feb. 8: 
Song of Solomon 7:1-8:14; Feb. 
9: Matthew 19:1-12; Feb. 10: 
1 Corinthians 7:1-40; Feb. 11: 
1 Corinthians 13:1-7; Feb. 12: 
Ephesians 5:21-33; Feb. 13: 
Colossians 3:18-19; Feb. 14: 1 
Peter 3:1-7

The evaluations I read from 
the marriage retreats I lead 
in churches around our state 
consistently reveal that couples 
enjoyed discussing Scripture 
and praying with their spouse.  
Intentionality and planning 
will help you nurture your re-
lationship leading up to Valen-
tine’s Day.   

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention family minis-
try team.

Phillips

Through the years, our staff has taught estate plan-
ning in churches all across the state. For many, 

the topic is not high on their priority list and so the 
information is easily dismissed. Then, a “triggering 
event” can change everything. It may be a death in the 
family, a sudden illness, an unexpected inheritance 
or a host of other occurrences. 
The event stimulates the indi-
vidual to action.

For years, Southern Baptists 
celebrated January as “Make 
Your Will Month.” The start 
of a new year can be a trigger-
ing event. It might be a gentle 
reminder that life is short, time 
is fleeting and action is neces-
sary. The encouragement to make sure that one’s af-
fairs are in order is a good thing! As believers, we are 
responsible for good stewardship of our time, talent 
and treasure.  

A couple in northwest Arkansas called the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation last year and established a new 
estate plan that involved family and ministries. They 
told our attorney they had attended a seminar I taught 
about 15 years ago. Later, when I visited them, I discov-

ered that a recent “triggering event” had prompted this 
action.

In our ministry, we have seen a lack of stewardship 
and planning too often. As a Christian, my responsibil-
ity is to plan and prepare to care for my family, both in 
life and in death. This planning will involve executing 

legal documents, such as a will, Power of At-
torney and living will, which expresses the 
stewardship of my person, possessions and 
priorities. Through such planning, one may 
also consider leaving a legacy to ministry.  

As you lay aside a busy 2012 calendar and 
begin a fresh, new one for 2013, perhaps 
the new year might be your “triggering mo-
ment.” It might cause you to review your 
current estate plan and make sure that you 

have followed God’s leadership in determining how, 
when and to whom you want final distributions to be 
made. 

Your plan should also cover disability and incapacity 
during lifetime. Estate planning does require a little 
work, but then perhaps the new year will trigger you 
into doing it!

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion.

‘Triggering moments’

Financial 
 Times 

David Moore

leTTers
To The ediTor

The ‘Bible lady’ is gone

All pastors, as well as other com-
mitted Christians, should read 
Phyllis Schlafly’s new book, “No 
Higher Power.” The author has 
promoted her book on the Mike 
Huckabee radio show. 

While aimed at all religions (ex-
cept one), the war against freedom 
of religion is aimed primarily at 
Christianity. Progressively, God was 
taken out of public schools, pastors 
were silenced, abortion was legal-

Should the Arkansas Baptist News 
promote cowboy churches? Cowboy 
church: What is the implication? 
What impression does that make 
on the world? Does it imply that 
they are an exclusive, clannish 
group?

What if sports figures, farmers, 
bankers, lawyers, doctors, the mili-
tary and other professionals wanted 
churches which glorify their profes-
sions?

Christians should want to associ-
ate with people of like faith, not 
like profession.

Some people believe in “whatever 
it takes.” Do we deceive people into 
believing all is right with God when 
we entice them to come because 
of fun, food and entertainment? 
Crowds followed Jesus because of 
the miracles He did, but He didn’t 
commit Himself to them.

We should follow Him and 

Thank you for your article “Press-
ing On” (“Avoiding the ‘spiritual 
cliff,’” ABN Jan. 10, 2013). You 
couldn’t have been more correct 
about the results of the removal of 
the use of God’s name 
from the public arena. 
Back a hundred years 
ago (well almost) I 
was teaching in a 
rural two-room grade 
school in southwest 
Missouri. We had a “Bible lady” 
who came to our school on a regu-
lar schedule to present the gospel 
and teach Bible stories through the 
use of flannel graph. She was a “cir-
cuit rider” who went to the rural 
schools in our county. We even cel-
ebrated “Christmas” instead of the 
“holidays” and had a Christmas 
pageant with Baby Jesus. Those 
days are long gone. It seems like we 
still don’t get it! God meant what 
He said in 2 Chronicles 7:13-14 – 
He meant it then and He means it 
now.  We may look, but we will not 
find any other deliverance from 
any of the “cliffs” looming before 
our nation.

Thanks for your leadership with 
ABN.

  
Mike Wolf
Hot Springs Village

‘No Higher Power’

ized, public symbols of Christian 
faith removed, private prayer meet-
ings zoned out. Now military chap-
lains and health care professionals 
are to be forced to violate their 
religious beliefs.

Franklin Graham was barred 
from speaking/
praying at the 
Pentagon. Richard 
Land says he will 
not pay for abor-
tions and is pre-
pared to go to jail.

Ronald Reagan said in a speech 
in 1964, “We’re at war with the 
most dangerous enemy … and it’s 
been said if we lose that war, and in 
so doing lose this way of freedom 
of ours, history will record with the 
greatest astonishment that those 
who had the most to lose did the 
least to prevent its happening.”

Gwen Carpenter
Magnolia

Cowboy churches

encourage others to follow Him 
because of who He is and because 
of His sacrifice He made to save 
the world. How we cheapen Him 
and His sacrifice when we resort 
to drawing people to Him through 
worldly practices!

Deuteronomy 28 lists blessings 
on those who obey Him and curses 
on those who disobey Him. Verse 
45a says, “Moreover all these curses 
shall come upon thee, and shall 
pursue thee, and overtake thee, 
till thou be destroyed.” Verse 47 
says, “Because thou servedst not 
the Lord thy God with joyfulness, 
and with gladness of heart, for the 
abundance of all things.” Our pur-
pose for serving is all-important.

Rosemary Looney
Charleston

bling, there are some measures we 
will support and others we will op-
pose. We are in urgent need of a 
state law to absolutely bar the sale 
of lottery tickets online over the In-
ternet. Also, the coalition of which 
we are a part will push a provision 
to require that at least 30 percent 
of the gross lottery proceeds be 
dedicated for college scholarships; 
currently, that figure is scandal-
ously low – slightly over 20 percent. 
We expect that the casino gambling 
proponents will attempt to per-
suade legislators to refer a constitu-
tional amendment legalizing casino 
gambling to the voters for the 2014 
general election, and that we must 
try to block.

The above are but some of the 
many issues and specific measures 
that we will be dealing with in the 
upcoming legislative session. 

Larry Page is executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council.

continued from page 4

SESSION
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101 YEARS

Carey Trickey, senior pastor at 
First Baptist, described Sterling’s 
Sunday school class.

“Being 101 has not kept her from 
reading and studying the Word of 
God,” he said. “If you want biblical 
background, you attend Mrs. Ster-
ling’s class. As pastor, I try to attend 
a different Sunday school class each 
week, and it’s always a treat to sit in 
her class. 

“Every Sunday I am sure there 
are aches and pains she has to deal 
with, but she does not leave campus 
without placing her hand in mine 
and looking me in the eye and says, 
‘I love you, pastor, and thank you 
for feeding the flock.’ I can truly say 
that she is a great example of God’s 
love, and I feel fortunate to serve 
with Mrs. Mildred Sterling. May we 
all be as inspiring as she is.”

How long Sterling will continue 
teaching depends on her eyesight, 
she said, explaining her sight and 
hearing are both declining.

“As long as I can get two feet on 
the floor and do any good, I’ll keep 
on teaching,” she said. “They don’t 
want me to quit, but I think some-
body else might do a better job.”

The church recently recognized 
Sterling’s 101st birthday during a 
morning worship service and pre-

sented her with a poinsettia and 
a large Christmas card signed by 
church members.

She called their expression of love 
“unbelievable.”

“I can’t understand how I can de-
serve such things, 
… all so apprecia-
tive and saying 
I’m an inspira-
tion. Well, I don’t 
know. I didn’t 
realize I was, … 
but it was kind of 
them to say so,” 
she said.

Sterling was 
raised in a Chris-
tian family and 
became a Chris-
tian in her early 
teen years. She 
was raised in Bap-
tist programs like 
Sunbeams (now 
Mission Friends), 
Girls’ Auxiliary 
(now Girls in Ac-
tion) and Young 
Women’s Auxilia-
ry (now Acteens), and later went on 
to serve with Baptist Young People’s 
Union (now Discipleship Training) 
and Woman’s Missionary Society 
(now Women on Mission). When 
her mother could no longer climb 
the stairs to teach her own Sunday 
school class, the church asked Ster-
ling to take it over, which she did.

Following graduation from Hen-
drix College, Sterling became a 
teacher and later worked at a county 
welfare department and for the state 
in the unemployment division. Even-
tually, she went to Washington D.C. 

and worked as 
a clerk before 
returning to 
Arkansas and 
raising her fam-
ily. She and 
her husband, 
Charles H. 
Sterling, had 
two children – 
Charles L. Ster-
ling and Mari-
etta Hunt. Her 
husband died 
in 1974.

“I’ve had a 
wonderful life. I 
can’t complain, 
and I sure am 
thankful for the 
way the Lord 
has blessed me,” 
Sterling said.

Her son, 
Charles, said he was “fortunate to 
have grown up in a family where 
Christianity was not only taught, 
but also lived.”

And Hunt called her mother 
“the embodiment of Ecclesiastes 
9:10a,” which says, “Whatever your 
hand finds to do, do it with all your 
might.”

“No matter whether she is teach-

ing in a classroom, or trying to get 
the best out of her piano students 
or making jelly and jam, she always 
gives 110 percent effort to whatev-
er she is doing,” Hunt said. “I had 
the privilege of visiting her Sunday 
school class several years ago and 
just marveled at the way she spoke 
with such authority and became so 
animated as she taught that day’s les-
son. No doubt this was a result of 
her 110 percent preparation. Even 
now she begins to study the next 
week’s lesson on the Sunday night 
before and continues to work on it 
every day, getting up early on Sunday 
morning for one final review.”

Hunt continued, “One of my 
fondest images of her from our 
growing-up years in Little Rock was 
to see her every night, sitting at the 
end of the living room sofa next to 
the lamp, reading her Bible. One of 
her favorite sayings is, ‘A job worth 
doing is worth doing right.’ She lives 
out that standard in whatever she 
does and always demanded the same 
from us.”

And Sterling’s impact has extend-
ed beyond her own family. 

“Mildred Sterling is the epitome 
of what a Christian should be,” said 
Melissa Lacy, a neighbor and friend 
from church. “She has spent her 
whole life serving the Lord. … She is 
an inspiration, a role model, a men-
tor and a dedicated follower of Jesus 
Christ.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

WHAT $6 BUYS TODAY...

It’s a no brainer!
Subscribe to ABNnow today at www.arkansasbaptist.org

Mildred Sterling with her son, Charles L. Sterling.

First Baptist Church, Judsonia, recently recognized Mildred Sterling (center) in honor of her 101st 
birthday. She has taught Sunday school for 27 years.
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First Baptist, England, surpasses $19,000

Increase in Lottie giving ‘phenomenal’ 
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ENGLAND – In less than two years, 
First Baptist Church, England, has 
experienced what some would con-
sider phenomenal growth in giving 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing for International Missions.

For Pastor Robby Sherman, the 
church’s commitment to increasing 
the offering has been nothing short 
of “amazing.”

Sherman said when it came time 
to plan promotion of the offering 
and the church’s goal, “I wanted to 
say $15,000 but wasn’t sure how it 
would be accepted.”

In less than two years, the church 
had gone from giving a little more 
than $3,200 to Lottie Moon, to 
more than $8,600 last year – Sher-
man’s first year as pastor. This year 
the offering has reached $19,750.

“In July we already had started 
(promotion),” said Sherman, add-
ing that during one of his sermons, 
he felt God urging him to say that 
he felt someone in the congregation 

had the ability to give $1,000 to Lot-
tie.

“After the message I had someone 
come up to me and say it was like 
God was speaking to them. They 
said, ‘That’s me!’” the pastor re-
counted. As it turned out, it wasn’t 
just one person who gave $1,000, 
but three.

In addition to its increased giv-
ing to Lottie Moon, Sherman said 
the church increased its Cooperative 
Program giving to 9 percent in 2012 
and has plans to go to 10 percent in 
2013.

“We finished the budget a few 
dollars under $300,000,” said Sher-
man. “God is blessing our church, 
and I believe it is a direct result to 
our obedience to the Lord and our 
commitment to missions giving, 
to the Cooperative Program, Dixie 
(Jackson Arkansas Missions Offer-
ing), Annie (Armstrong Offering for 
North American Missions) and Lot-
tie giving.”

In 2012, First Baptist, England, 
baptized 17 people, said Sherman. 
The church averages 150 to 175 in 

worship services and 100 in Sunday 
school, and general offerings were 
up 18 percent each of the past two 
years.

While First Baptist continues to 
increased giving to international 
missions, members were also active 
in reaching out to their local com-
munity.

“We adopted eight families in the 
community to take Christmas to,” 
said Sherman, adding the church 

provided food, Christmas gifts and 
Bibles. The names of families in 
need were provided by local public 
school officials.

“One family lost all of their gifts 
when their house burned,” he said, 
adding, “They got quite a surprise 
when they walked in on a trip to 
their grandmother’s house to see all 
of their gifts around her tree.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Our Pastors: Burnett King

He’s a preacher ... and high school teacher

King

CLARKSVILLE – For many peo-
ple age 69, they are just getting 
used to retirement. But for Bur-
nett King, retirement isn’t even on 
the horizon. Along with being a 
high school teacher for the past 49 
years, he has also spent 32 of those 
years as a bi-vocational pastor.  

“I don’t intend on retiring 
anytime soon,” said King, pastor 
of Union Grove Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, and history teacher 
at Clarksville High School. “I 
may eventually retire from school 
teaching, but I don’t think I’ll ever 
retire from preaching. Someone is 
going to have to carry me out be-
fore that happens.”

Being a full-time teacher and pas-
tor takes some juggling, Burnett 
said, but the school has been really 
good at working with him.

“The school has been re-
ally kind,” he said. “If I have 
to get off to do a funeral or 
something, they’ve always 
been cooperative if I need to 
be off during school hours. 
As far as church duties (go), I 
just use my off hours (outside 
the classroom), like evenings 
or weekends to serve church 
members. Other than that, you just 
have to make time.”

He said life gets pretty hectic 
sometimes, but he thanks God for 

giving him the strength and stamina 
to wear so many hats. And it’s be-
cause of this that King has been able 

to touch so many lives. 
“Mr. King has certainly 

touched my life, and he’s 
the reason that I am a high 
school teacher and coach 
myself,” said Rick Harvey, 
a former student of King’s 
who is now a teacher at 
Arkoma High School in 
Fort Smith. “It’s like what 
(Henry) Adams once said:  

‘A teacher affects eternity; he can 
never tell where his influence stops.’ 
That’s Mr. King.”

And that influence has spread far 

and wide in the Clarksville com-
munity.

“The local police chief was in 
his class; school board members 
have been in his class; he has even 
taught a family consisting of three 
generations. He loves kids and 
loves teaching and is a positive 
role model for them, both inside 
and outside the classroom. What 
you see is what you get,” said Ster-
ling Penix, King’s son-in-law and 
member of Union Grove Baptist 
Church. 

Others agree, attesting to the 
fact that King was and still is a 

See KING page 10

First Baptist Church, England’s second annual Lottie Moon live and silent auction raised more than 
$9,000. The amount given to the offering has reached $19,750.
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FBC, Benton: ‘We’re an Acts 1:8 church’ 

‘Sending capacity’ via CP church’s priority

See PRIORITY page 9

Karen L. Willoughby
Baptist Press

BENTON (BP) – First Baptist 
Church, Benton, recognizes the im-
portance of emphasizing missions 
over building programs. 

“We have a 10-year debt from our 
latest campus addition, and we want 
to pay it off earlier, allowing us to 
be more intentional in our partner-
ships and in our commitment to 
reaching the world for Christ,” said 
Rick Grant, pastor. “In the future, 
we want to measure our success of 
honoring God not by our seating 
capacity, but by our ‘sending capac-
ity.’”

First Baptist helps spread the gos-
pel locally and in Ecuador, New York 
City and Wyoming. This is in addi-
tion to giving 10 percent of undesig-
nated income to missions through 
the Cooperative Program.

The Cooperative Program is the 
way Southern Baptist churches work 
together to build the kingdom of 
God around the world.

Grant, the church’s pastor since 
1999, has been part of the church’s 
leadership since leaving his business 
in 1986 to join First Baptist’s minis-
terial staff as its youth minister.

“Maybe one of the reasons God 
continues to have His hand of bless-
ing on this church is this church’s 
commitment to supporting missions 
through the Cooperative Program,” 
Grant said about the church that is 
among the highest-giving churches 
in Arkansas. “Giving through the 
Cooperative Program allows us to 
join with other churches in advanc-
ing the kingdom in ways we could 
not by ourselves.”

With at least 1,450 people in Sun-
day morning worship, First Baptist 
can – and does – do a lot on its own 
and in partnership with the Central 
Baptist Association and the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, yet its 
cooperation with Southern Baptist 
churches across the nation is an in-
tegral part of the church’s missions 
focus.

“We’re a historic downtown 
church. We began in 1836, two 
months before Arkansas became 
a state,” Grant said. “Throughout 
our history, God has proven Him-
self faithful, and He has continued 
to bless us much more than we de-
serve.

“Giving through the Cooperative 
Program provides us an opportunity 
to be involved globally in kingdom 

work,” the pastor said. “But this is a 
new era, and we’ve got to do a better 
job of helping our folks understand 
why we do it and in doing it, show 
them the results.”

As pastor, he has a twofold re-
sponsibility, Grant said. 

“I can’t let our folks be satisfied 
with supporting missions by just 
giving through the Cooperative Pro-
gram. Those of us who are older un-
derstand this. But we must be com-

mitted to go and being personally 
involved,” he said. 

“I believe there is also a younger 
generation that is more interested in 
getting their hands dirty than they 
are in giving through the Coopera-
tive Program,” Grant said. “I’ve got 
to teach them the value of support-
ing missions through the Coopera-
tive Program and how God contin-

Edd Spurlock, associate pastor of missions at First Baptist Church, Benton, in front of the church’s 
care center.
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what odd request: He wanted to fly 
over Arkana to see his congregation 
as a whole at least one last time, the 
Baxter Bulletin reported.

After learning of Macks’ request, 
a few church members began making 
phone calls. In the end, nearly 100 
church members and friends came 

together for 
the pastor’s 
special flight, 
said Hitt.

The f ly-
over was 
e m o t i o n a l 
for all in at-
t e n d a n c e , 
i n c l u d i n g 
Macks. The 

original plan 
was for the pilot 

to fly over the church grounds once. 
However, he looped back six times. 

The pilot also flew Macks over Ar-
kana Cemetery where Macks’ wife is 
buried, said Hitt.

“He wasn’t wanting to leave us, 
coming back and back,” church 
member Joann Alexander told the 
Baxter Bulletin after viewing the 

continued from page one
FLYOVER

Members and friends of Arkana Baptist Church, Mountain Home, wave at a small airplane carrying their pastor. Photos courtesy of the Baxter Bulletin

plane’s multiple loops over the 
church’s congregation.

“He had planned a final sermon, 
but he wasn’t able to preach it. I told 
him this (the flyover) was your final 
sermon. It is amazing how it touched 

people,” Alexander told the Arkansas 
Baptist News later.

“He was a great leader … and a 
friend to all,” an unidentified church 
member said.

After the flyover, Macks returned 

to Fayetteville where he entered the 
Willard Walker Hospice Home. He 
was transferred to North Hills Life 
Care and Rehab Jan. 14.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

ues to bless churches who give to-
ward the work of His kingdom.”

“Any organization, in my opin-
ion, the older it gets, the more there 
is the tendency to become inverted,” 
Grant said. “Giving through the Co-
operative Program is one way of help-
ing us not look so much inward.”

First Baptist’s local ministries also 
help the church maintain its out-
ward focus: a weekly Thursday morn-
ing clothing giveaway, hot meal and 
worship service; a free daily medical 
clinic in partnership with the local 
ministerial alliance; partnership 
with the Chamber of Commerce to 
help clean up Benton, and its own 
Hands and Feet ministry that helps 
with home repairs for widows and 
single mothers.

Its local ministries are “a work in 
progress,” said Edd Spurlock, the 
church’s associate pastor of missions. 
“We’re an Acts 1:8 church trying to 
be more productive rather than just 
throw money at a situation. We’re 
now focusing on helping people get 
out of the poverty cycle, rather than 
just meeting physical needs of the 
moment.”

Spiritual needs are of paramount 
importance, Grant said. Sixty peo-
ple baptized during the 2011 church 
year attests to the intentionality of 
the church’s witness, he said. 

First Baptist extends God’s king-
dom through its assistance with a 
mission church in nearby Dixonville 
and a Hispanic congregation in Ben-
ton.

The Hispanic church planned a 
multiethnic church plant in Benton. 
If it takes root First Baptist wants to 

help there as well, Spurlock said.
Arkansas Baptists do a major 

evangelistic blitz twice a year some-
where in the state. First Baptist par-
ticipates in that too, Spurlock said.

Its missions partnerships outside 
the state include Wyoming, where 
members next summer will help 
complete the chapel at the Baptist 
camp on Casper Mountain before 
focusing more specifically on a one-
quarter area of the state for the fol-
lowing three years.

“All our partnerships will have 
a finite time,” Spurlock said. “We 
want to come alongside to help de-
velop the foundation and let those 

continued from page 8
PRIORITY

Woman weeps outside 
church during flyover.

who live and stay in the area of work 
carry on the ministry.”

In New York City, the youth have 
gone three years now to minister 
in the Battery area near where the 
World Trade Center towers used to 
be. They minister to homeless peo-
ple at the Bowery Mission and in the 
community.

First Baptist ministers at orphan-
ages in Peru and Ecuador, and in 
Ecuador, they’re helping develop a 
Christian retreat center near the or-
phanage, where Americans will be 
able to stay at nominal cost when 
they’re involved in missions in that 
mountainous land.

“The goal of this is to have Ec-
uadorians run all of it,” Spurlock 
said. “That’s good stewardship and 
a good witness.”

First Baptist wants to be an effec-
tive witness of God’s love in each of 
its outreaches, Grant said.

“We want to be intentional in 
how we’re involved in missions and 
ministry around the world,” Grant 
explained. “What we want to do is 
to be more intentional, strategic and 
measurable, to ‘swing with a sharp 
ax.’”

Karen L. Willoughby is a writer for 
the Baptist Press service of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.
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continued from page 7

KING

solid role model. 
“I never even knew he was a 

preacher until after I graduated. I 
just knew that he was a man to be re-
spected when I was a student,” Har-
vey said. “I also knew that he prac-
ticed what he preached, literally.”

King never dreamed he would 
be preaching someday and have his 
own congregation. 

He was raised in another denomi-
nation, but in 1968, he took a job 
in Magazine to be the school’s bas-
ketball and baseball coach. It was in 
Magazine that he started attending a 
Southern Baptist church. 

“I’ve always wanted to hear some 
good ol’ Southern fire-and-brim-
stone type preaching, and the moth-

er of one of my students invited 
me to the (First) Magazine Baptist 
Church,” King said. “Sure enough, 
the preaching was just what I liked, 
and to make a long story short, with-
in about a year, I accepted Christ as 
my Savior.”

Before that, he said he had no 
idea how to get saved.

“Growing up, I had never been 
taught what you had to do to get 
saved. I was 26 and five years out of 
college with a wife and two children 
and had no idea until then,” King 
said. 

The Lord continued to grow him 
and mold him over the next 10 years, 
he said.

“I moved from Magazine to a 
small rural community named 
Bluffton. While there, I wound up 
learning my way around the church. 
I became a Sunday school superin-
tendent, song director, bus driver, 

teacher, you name it,” King said. 
Toward the end of his time there, 

which was around 1976 and 1977, 
King said he started feeling the call 
to preach. He then moved back to 
Clarksville, along with his family, to 
take a teaching position at his alma 
mater, Clarksville High School.

“It was then that I took the call 
to preach seriously in about 1980,” 
King said.

That’s when he also started 
preaching at Union Grove Baptist 
Church, Clarksville. 

“I got saved late and started 
preaching late,” King said.

But that hasn’t impacted his min-
istry or slowed him down a bit. 

“He’s kind of like the energizer 
bunny when it comes to bring-
ing people to the Lord,” said Dar-
rell Bridges, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Clarksville. 

Bridges and King team up togeth-

er and spend most Monday nights 
knocking on doors to share the gos-
pel. Bridges said King has a natural 
rapport with people.

“It’s an interesting dynamic 
when we go knocking on doors,” 
said Bridges. “At half or more of 
the doors we knock on, someone 
comes to the door smiling because 
they know him or they know him 
because he taught someone in their 
family.”

And if he doesn’t know you, he’ll 
have you laughing soon, said Tom 
Dicas, pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Clarksville.

“The kids say he tells a joke a day 
at school, and every time he sees 
someone he has a one-liner (joke) 
ready for them,” he said. 

Dicas added King is “very selfless” 
and “just interested in furthering the 
kingdom.” 

“If he leads someone to Christ 
while knocking on doors that hap-
pen to live closer to my church, he 
will give me a call and tell me about 
it so that perhaps we can reach out 
to them,” said Dicas. 

All in all, King said he is blessed 
to do what he does.

“Being able to not only meet the 
needs of my church flock and win 
souls to Jesus, but also having a posi-
tive influence on the students that 
I’ve taught over the years has been 
incredibly rewarding. It’s been grati-
fying to have the connection with 
all those students and the people of 
Clarksville,” King said. 

THE ARKANSAS Baptist News
is planning a number of special 
emphases in 2013.

Advertisers are encouraged 
to contact our advertising repre-
sentative, Nelle O’Bryan, for in-
formation and special price op-
tions at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, 
Email: nelle@arkansasbaptist.
org.

Feb. 21: Christian education 
guide.

March 7: Christian resources 
for churches.

March 21: Weddings and 
other events.

April 4: Tax time, travel.
April 18: Student/youth min-

istry education.
May 2: Travel – Hot Springs.
May 16: Day care and home 

schooling.
May 30: Family summer fun.
June 13: Church tech.
June 27: Church building 

and facilities.
July 11: Back to campus.
July 25: Dealing with loss/

grief.
Aug. 8: Cooperative Pro-

gram/YEC/ Youth helps.
Aug. 22: Preconvention/ss 

resources–LifeWay.
Sept. 5: Dixie Jackson/travel 

– Branson, Eureka Springs.

ABN planning
ad emphases
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•Jan. 27: Day of Prayer for the 
Southern Baptist Convention – 
Nationwide
•Jan. 29: Compensation Plan-
ning Workshop – Williams Baptist 
College, Walnut Ridge
•Jan. 31: Compensation Plan-
ning Workshop – First Baptist 
Church, Hope 
•Jan. 31: Compensation Plan-
ning Workshop – First Baptist 
Church, Farmington
•Feb. 5: Preparing for Retire-
ment Seminar – ABSC building
•Feb. 7: Preparing for Retire-
ment Seminar – Trinity Baptist 
Church, Texarkana
•Feb. 7: Master’Singers Festival 
of Song – Central Baptist Church, 
Conway
•Feb. 12: Compensation Plan-
ning Workshop – Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith
•Feb. 16: Children’s Ministry 
Day – Nationwide
•Feb. 18-21: Associational Mis-
sionaries Workshop – Bismarck
•Feb. 22-23: PraizFest – First Bap-
tist Church, Benton
•Feb. 22-23: Beautiful: A Retreat 
for Junior/Senior High Girls – 
Camp Siloam, Siloam Springs
•Feb. 23: National Sunday 
School Directors Seminar – Cen-
tral Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock
•Feb. 26: Preparing for Retire-
ment Seminar – First Baptist 
Church, Greenland
•Feb. 26-27: Interim Ministry 
for Today’s Church – Camp Paron, 
Paron

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

FAMILIES on Mission Day, a min-
istry of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention missions support team 
and the Cooperative Program, is set 
for March 9 at the Little Rock Zoo, 
where families with preschoolers 
and children can walk through an 
interactive missional experience. 

Missionaries will share a ministry 
skill they had to learn or know to 
share God’s love with different peo-
ple groups around the world during 
the event. The missions experience 
will include missionaries from Ar-
kansas to around the world. 

One missions experience in-
cludes preschoolers and children 
bringing canned food goods to help 

THE YOUTH Evangelism Confer-
ence (YEC) has moved to a new date. 
This year’s YEC will be held Aug. 
9-10 at Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. The YEC leadership 
team, comprised of student pastors 
from across Arkansas, believes this 
to be a prime date as students pre-
pare to go back to school. 

“This year’s YEC will focus on 
preparing students to enter their 
mission field and impact their school 
campus and others for Christ,” said 
Sean Mills, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and church 
growth team member.  

The event will include speakers 
Alex Himaya and Brian Mills, plus 
breakout training for student pas-
tors/leaders Saturday morning.

For more information, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5222, or email Mills 
at smills@absc.org.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST State Con-
vention (ABSC) vacation Bible 
school (VBS) training events are 
scheduled to be held from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. April 2 at Walnut Street Bap-
tist Church, Jonesboro, and at the 
same time April 9 at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock. 

The events will be a time to net-
work with fellow believers, learn VBS 
tips and tricks, see VBS decorations 

and get motivated with new ideas for 
outreach and follow-up that can grow 
God’s kingdom. Research shows that 
the more leaders trained in sharing 
the gospel with children, the more 
decisions are made for Christ!

Learn more about Lifeway Chris-
tian Resources’ Colossal Coaster 
World, Club VBS: Jungle Jaunt, 
Backyard Kids Club and Game 
Days.

   Families learn about missions at Little Rock Zoo

VBS training events scheduled for April 

Youth Evangelism Conf. 
rescheduled for August

the caring centers of North Pulaski 
Baptist Association, which include 
Berea Baptist Caring Center, Mad-
dox Road Baptist Caring Center 
and LifeSource Caring Center. The 
caring centers minister to the physi-
cal and spiritual needs of people in 
the community. In 2012, the caring 
centers fed more than 17,000 indi-
viduals with 19 professions of faith. 
The ministry requires many hands-
on volunteers, including 390 volun-
teers in 2012. During Families on 
Mission day, each participant will 
have the opportunity to share in 
meeting the physical and spiritual 
needs of Jacksonville communities 
by bringing nonperishables, such as 

canned foods, peanut butter, jelly, 
pasta, pasta sauce, etc. 

Registration for Families on Mis-
sion Day at the Little Rock Zoo 
opens at 9:30 a.m. in front of the 
zoo. However, preregistration is re-
quested. The missional experiences 
inside the zoo will be available until 
1 p.m. Once families have walked 
through the missions experience, 
they are free to experience the zoo. 

For more information or a reg-
istration form, visit www.absc.org/
childhood or contact Charity Gard-
ner at cgardner@absc.org or 501-376-
4791, ext. 5137.

Families on Mission Day

Visit the ABSC website 
at www.absc.org

Mark your calendar

VBS training
April 2

Walnut Street Baptist Church 
Jonesboro

VBS training
April 9

Park Hill Baptist Church 
North Little Rock

YEC
Aug. 9-10

Immanuel Baptist Church 
Little Rock
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Earle Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Resume to Pulpit Committee, Earle Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 666, Earle, AR 72331.

Baugh Chapel Baptist Church is seeking re-
sumes for a bi-vocational pastor. Resumes 
will be taken through the month of January 2013. 
Mail to Pastor Search Committee, 5570 Hwy. 319 
W., Austin, AR 72007 or email to susiespencer89@
yahoo.com.

A bi-vocational pastor wanted: Salem 
Baptist Church, Hwy. 57 South, Stephens. Send re-
sume to John B. Moore, P.O. Box 295, Stephens, AR 
71764; email: histteacher12@gmail.com. Phone: 
870-904-0757.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

Bi-vocational pastor needs for Burlington 
Baptist Church in Omaha. Send resumes c/o 2269 
Lone Oak Dairy Road, Harrison, AR 72601.

Crosby Baptist Church in Searcy is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send re-
sume to 390 Panther Creek Road, Searcy, AR 72143 
or email darryl_womble@hotmail.com.

Calvary Baptist Church in West Siloam Springs, 
Okla., is accepting resumes for bi-vocational 

pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., West 
Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

FBC, Sallisaw, Okla., is seeking a full-time di-
rector of family/outreach ministries. FMI, 
visit www.fbcsallisaw.org. Please send resume to 
bzinck@fbcsallisaw.org or FBC, P.O. Box 278, Sal-
lisaw, OK 74955.

First Baptist Church, Cherokee Village, is seek-
ing a full-time associate pastor/youth 
minister. Please send resumes to 6 Iroquois Dr., 
Cherokee Village, AR 72529. Or email to fbccv@
centurytel.net.

Calvary, NLR, is seeking a part-time minis-
ter of music as well as a pianist. All those 
interested please call 501-945-4174. 

East Side Baptist Church of Fort Smith seeks a 
full-time children’s pastor (birth through 
6th grade) and a full-time worship pastor 
(blended music style). If interested, please contact 
the senior pastor at drew@eastsidebc.org.

Martindale Baptist Church in Little Rock, is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please submit resumes via email to pastor, 
mbc.lr@gmail.com, or by U.S. mail to Pastor, 18900 
Colonel Glenn Road, Little Rock, AR 72210.

Beech Street Baptist Church, Gurdon, is seek-
ing a student minister. Please send resumes to 
BSBC Personnel Committee, P.O. Box 408, Gurdon, 
AR 71743.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time associate pastor of students and 
worship. Prayerfully send resume to First Baptist 
Church, Search Committee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, 
AR 71667 or email to detrimcghee@yahoo.com. 
Fax: 870-628-4184.

Carey Baptist Association is seeking a new 
director of missions. For more information, 
see our website at www.careyassoc.org or send a 
resume to DOM Search Committee, P.O. Box 1302, 
Lake Charles, LA 70602-1302.

FBC, Muskogee, is accepting resumes for a full-
time minister to students. Send resumes and 
inquiries to apastor@fbcmuskogee.org or by mail 
to Associate Pastor, Mark Hall, 111 S. 7th Street, 
Muskogee, OK 74401.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of pay package. 
Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

First Baptist Church, Corning, is currently accept-
ing resumes for the position of associate pastor 
of students and music. This is a full-time po-
sition. Experience in both areas preferred but not 
required. The main emphasis of this position is on 

student ministry, but the duties of leading music 
are also important. Please send your resumes to 
rusty@corningfbc.com or mail them to First Baptist 
Church, Attn: Bro. Rusty, 701 West 3rd St., Corning, 
AR 72422.

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 12’x24’ insulated building, w/ 
pitched roof, H&A with paneled walls and carpet. 
Building is on skids, was used for Sunday school 
room. $10,000/OBO. Contact Pastor Brian Thomas 
at 870-291-2214.

T-211-1 Series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Church bus for sale. 1991 Blue Bird, 106,000 
miles, good condition, $9,000. Contact Lake Hamil-
ton Baptist Church in Hot Springs: 501-525-8339.

Do you need a church pianist? Try our 
piano CDs for churches to sing by! Hymns, Easter, 
choruses, etc. - Worship Service Resources, 1-877-
977-6800. Free demo! Special church pricing! 
www.wsrpianocds.com.

The FCC will soon accept applications for LPFM 
stations. Expand your church ministry. 318-428-
4664 or buzzdavis@hughes.net.

To place a classified,
 call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village, held a recep-
tion Dec. 30 in honor of Bruce and 
Whanda Swihart. Swihart, who 
retired at the end of 2012 after five 
years as senior pastor at Barcelona 
Road Baptist Church, first served 
as the music director at Twin City 
Baptist Church in Mishawaka, Ind., 
as a junior in high school. After re-
ceiving degrees from the Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Mo., 
the University of Texas in Austin, 
Texas, and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, Swihart spent 60 
years serving churches in Indiana, 
Missouri, Texas and Arkansas. 

Swiharts honored

From left: Hunter Wallace, Cade Huckaby, Paul Morris and Hayes Wallace, all youth group members 
at Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, dress as characters from the TV show  “Duck Dynasty” 
to promote the Disciple Now Weekend to be hosted by the church’s student ministry in February.

‘Duck Dynasty’ comes to Park Hill

Church life

Lakeview Baptist Church, Arka-
delphia, will hold a Southern Gospel 
and Praise Gathering at 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 2. Featured groups will be The 
Hendrix Trio, Pardoned Ministries, 
Messengers of Song, Traci Cooper 
and Breakaway Band. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring finger food to 
share after the event. For more infor-
mation, call 870-260-5918.

The Harmony Baptist Associa-
tion Senior Adult Revival will take 
place Feb. 4-6 at 10:30 a.m. each 
day. Hardin Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff, will host the service Feb. 4; 
Shannon Road Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, will host the service 
Feb. 5, and First Baptist Church, 
Gould, will host the service Feb. 6. 
Each host church will provide lunch 
after the services.

First Baptist Church, Brinkley, 
will hold a retirement reception for 
Pastor James McDaniel from 2 to 4 
p.m. Jan. 27.

Obituaries
Marvel Brown Dickerson, 69, of 

Blytheville, died Jan. 4 
of cancer. Along with 
her husband, Bruce, 
she was a member of 
First Baptist Church, 
Blytheville, where she 
taught an adult wom-

en’s Sunday school class, Girls in 
Action, was local Woman’s Mission-
ary Union (WMU) director and was 
an avid supporter of church mission 
programs. She served on the state 
WMU executive board, where she 
chaired the WMU scholarship com-
mittee. She was a graduate of the 
University of Missouri at Columbia, 
a Peace Corps volunteer and traveled 
with her husband to his Air Force 
assignments before his retirement 
in Blytheville in 1990. She taught 
both English and Spanish in local 
schools and served on the northeast 
Arkansas and state reading councils. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents and brother. She is survived 
by her husband, two sons, three 
grandchildren and other relatives 
and friends. Funeral services were 
held at First Baptist, Blytheville, Jan. 
9 and at Shelbina Baptist Church, 
Shelbina, Mo., Jan. 11. Burial took 
place at Shelbina Cemetery.

On the move
Freddy Parker is serving as pas-

tor at Lifeway Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, coming there from the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware, 
where he served as Acts 1:8 mission-
ary, missions partnership director 
and men’s ministry consultant.

Willard Zeiser will be serving as 
interim pastor of Barcelona Road 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs Vil-
lage, effective Feb. 1.

To submit your church news 
to the Arkansas Baptist News,

email gayla@arkansasbaptist.org

Visit the 

Arkansas Baptist News 
online at

 www.arkansasbaptist.org 

or follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter at ArkBaptNews
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of February.

◆ Feb. 3: Nathan Hall, OBU Box 3590, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 South Africa.
◆ Feb. 3: Jordan Stewart, OBU Box 3593, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 United Arab Emirates.
◆ Feb. 14: Bekah Hall, OBU Box 3588, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 South Africa.
◆ Feb. 16: Sean J, OBU Box 4297, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Central Asia.
◆ Feb. 27: Allyson Huffman, OBU Box 3878, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Belgium.

Dish dealers in northwest Arkan-
sas. 

When the satellite market prolif-
erated, he turned to other interests 
and ventured into upscale bathroom 
remodeling. He had recently moved 
to San Diego to begin a new sales 

job. 
He is survived by his par-

ents, H.D. and Shirley Mc-
Carty of Fayetteville; his son, 
Hayden McCarty, 16, of Lit-
tle Rock; his stepson Landon 
Friend, 20, of Benton; his 
sister, Karen, of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo.; his nephew 
and nieces, and other family 
members.

A private family praise and wor-
ship remembrance was held at the 
Fairview Memorial Gardens Mauso-
leum Jan. 5.

In lieu of flowers the family 
asked that all who had special love 
for Kevin help create a fund in his 
memory for his son, Hayden. Con-
tributions should be made to the 
Hayden McCarty Fund in care of 
Priority Bank, 3401 East Mission 
Boulevard, Fayetteville, AR 72703.

KEVIN DWIGHT MCCARTY, 51, 
died Dec. 24 in San Diego, Calif. He 
was the son of H.D. McCarty, who 
served 39 years as pastor of Univer-
sity Baptist Church, Fayetteville; 30 
years as chaplain of the Arkansas 
Razorback football team, and who 
began Ventures for Christ – a 
counseling, preaching, teach-
ing and writing ministry. 

Though born in Fort 
Worth, Texas, Kevin McCa-
rty grew up in Fayetteville, 
where his parents were called 
by University Baptist Church 
in 1965. 

He graduated from Fayette-
ville High School in 1981. He 
loved athletics and music. He won 
the state high school tennis dou-
bles championship twice and was a 
skilled drummer and guitarist. He 
attended both Baylor University and 
the University of Arkansas. 

McCarty began his career selling 
insurance before he started his own 
company, Sky Connection, Inc. He 
was one of the first to see the po-
tential for satellite television and 
became one of the most successful 

   Kevin McCarty dies Dec. 24

McCarty

Valley Baptist Church, Searcy, recognized James Hays Jan. 6 in honor of his 15th anniversary as 
the church’s pastor. When those who had made a decision during Hays’ time as pastor were asked 
to come forward, most of the congregation came to the front of the sanctuary to share a hug with 
Hays while Mark Galbreath, worship pastor, sang  “Thank you.”  When Hays began as pastor, only 
59 people were in attendance. The church presented Hays with cards, a monetary gift and a trip to 
Disney World for him and his wife and their children and grandchildren.

Valley Baptist recognizes pastor

First Baptist Church, Beebe, held a noteburning ceremony during their morning worship service 
Jan. 6. The church was destroyed by a tornado in January 1999 and has since relocated and 
constructed a multipurpose worship center/fellowship hall, educational building, Awana room 
and youth building. Shown are Ken Stogsdill, worship pastor (holding microphone); Clay Goff, 
chairman of finance (holding note); Bob Hall, pastor; Irlon Hubbard, chairman of the building 
committee (lighting note), and Larry Evans, chairman of deacons.

FBC, Beebe, noteburning

Son of H.D. McCarty

Arkansas Baptists Stacey Smith 
(pictured), Kenneth Dewitt and 
Jennifer Smith spent Christmas 
ministering to inmates in Haitian 
prisons and sharing gifts such as 
soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
T-shirts, socks and 350 packages of 
homemade peanut brittle.

Haiti Christmas
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“Pray the County” was held Jan. 11. Church members in attendance were (from left) Mike Welch, 
pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, Blytheville; W.C. Inman, Johnnie Taylor and John R. Taylor, members 
of Clear Lake Baptist, Blytheville; Carolyn Hudson, member of Luxora Baptist Church, Blytheville;  
Margaret Bailey and Steve Bailey, director of missions with Mississippi County Baptist Association; 
John Fulper, pastor of Armorel Baptist Church, Blytheville, and Jackie Wood, pastor of Luxora Baptist 
Church, Blytheville. Front row from left: Robert Duhon, pastor of Clear Lake Baptist; Sandi Duhon of 
Clear Lake Baptist, and Jo Ann Cardin of First Baptist Church, Leachville.

#improveyourskills
Communications 
& Media Conference
Feb. 22, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

FREE to ABSC churches
Space limited to 75 participants
Register now to secure your spot!

Lunch provided

Feb. 22, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

FREE

Register now to secure your spot!

Lunch provided

Space limited to 75 participants
FREE
Space limited to 75 participants

Leaders:

Tim
Yarbrough
ABN

Jessica
Vanderpool
ABN

Matt
Ramsey
ABSC

Topics include:
• Church communications and public rela-
tions
• Composing church newsletters
• Publication design and church media 
(social media, audiovisual, sound and tech-
nology)

For more information or to register, visit:

www.arkansasbaptist.org/cmc

NE Ark. churches gather for ‘Pray the County’
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

BLYTHEVILLE – Members of the 
Mississippi County Baptist Associa-
tion recently spent a Saturday travel-
ing from church to church to pray 
for each other’s church needs and a 
revival in the Body of Christ.

This was the fourth year the as-
sociation sponsored “Pray the Coun-
ty,” and participants gathered early 
on Jan. 11 at Trinity Baptist Church 
in Blytheville for breakfast and 
the first prayer vigil. The schedule 
called for the group to stop and pray 
at a different church each hour. By 
the end of the day, the association 
members had prayed at 10 different 
churches.

Mike Welch, who pastors Trin-
ity Baptist, said the association 
sponsored a prayer journey the first 
year as part of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Across Arkansas 
evangelism strategy to reach each 
county in the state. Since then, the 
association’s Christian growth team 
has organized an annual “Pray the 
County” event.

In past years, from 30 to 50 peo-
ple participated throughout the day. 
The number of people was down 
this year, but overall, “It was a great 
day,” said Welch. 

“It was a sweet spirit all day. There 
was a powerful sense of the presence 
of the Lord,” he said.

Some of the group rode together 
on a bus from church to church. 
Others followed in their own vehi-
cles, and still others showed up to 
pray at their own churches.

The large group opened up with 
a general assembly in the sanctuary 
at each church and then everyone 
divided into small groups to pray 
throughout the church building. 
The day included times of singing, 
worship and Scripture reading.

“At each church, we prayed for 
the pastor and his family,” Welch 
said. “We prayed for various minis-
tries, mission projects, personal and 
corporate spiritual renewal among 
the congregations, prayed for more 
laborers in the harvest, prayed for 
each church to impact their com-
munity, prayed for our association, 
prayed for the county, prayed for our 
state and nation.”

Steven Bailey, association mis-
sionary for the Mississippi County 
Baptist Association, said this is the 
first time he has participated in 
something like “Pray the County.” 
Bailey has been with the association 
for less than two months, and he 
and his wife rode the bus to pray at 
all 10 churches.

“We thought it was a great experi-
ence,” said Bailey. “All the churches 
were very receptive to us coming 
around to pray.”

Welch has participated all four 
years and looks forward to praying 
at the churches in the county.

“It’s always exciting. It is a long 
day, but it is always a powerful day, 
powerful spiritually,” he said.

This year, the group started at 
Trinity Baptist and then traveled 
to Armorel Baptist for the second 

stop. Other churches on the prayer 
journey were Clear Lake Baptist, 
Blytheville; First Baptist Church, 
Blytheville; First Baptist Church, 
Osceola; Wardell Baptist Church, 
Wardell; Blackwater Baptist Church, 
Manila; First Baptist Church, Leach-
ville, and Bethany Baptist Church, 
Manila. The day closed at Gosnell 
Baptist Church, Blytheville, with 
prayer and a meal.

Lynn Kutter is the at-large correspon-
dent for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Biker church donates 
$17,000 to ABCHomes
GAMALIEL – Three Rivers Biker 
Church, located in the small north 
central Arkansas town of Ga-
maliel, recently donated $17,000 
to the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes).

The funds were distributed equal-
ly among the Boys Ranch 
in Harrison and the Bap-
tist Home for Children, 
Monticello. Funds were 
to be used to purchase 
Christmas gifts and 
other needed items, as 
well as to finance needed 
projects.

The church raised the 
funds through a benefit 
motorcycle ride and do-
nations. 

Pastor Jim Greenslade said his 
congregation were “blown away” 
at the generous gifts given to AB-
CHomes. 

“We could not have done it with-
out the help of many local people 
and businesses and the bikers that 
took time out of their weekend and 
money out of your pockets,” said 
Greenslade. “We hope all had a 
great time and enjoyed it as much as 
we did. Most of all, we thank God 
for blessing us in such ways that we 

can pass His blessing on to others.”
Several of the church members 

presented the monetary gift and 
other items to the Baptist Home 
staff Dec. 12. A visit to the Boys 
Ranch is planned for a later date. 

The Biker congregation is a long-
time supporter of ABCHomes. 

They often host various 
ABCHomes residents 
and take part in ministry 
projects on various cam-
puses, said Stella Prather, 
director of communica-
tions for ABCHomes.

At the Ranch, the 
group has delivered 
truckloads of food items 
and bottled water on at 
least four occasions, said 

Prather.
During another visit to the Boys 

Ranch, the group spent a day chain 
sawing and splitting wood. They 
have been repairing ranch vehicles 
for nearly a year, said Prather.

They have given on-campus driv-
ing lessons to ranch residents with 
driver’s licenses and parental permis-
sion. “Words can’t express what this 
church means to the ranch,” shared 
Jeanie Hunt, a ranch staff member. 
“We are in awe of their love for the 
ranch and our boys.”



www.arkansasbaptist.org 15COMMENTARY

When my parents moved into the 
Baptist Home, we had an auction to 
sell all they had accumulated over 
a lifetime. Our family was allowed 
to pick out a few personal items. I 
picked up a mirror that had hung in 
my bedroom when I was a child. 

My oldest brother 
walked through the 
tables and joked about 
all the junk. Suddenly, 
he picked up an old 
folding ruler. It was the 
kind carpenters used 
before tape measures. 
He smiled.

“This is the ruler 
Dad used to build the 
house. This means 
something,” he said.

My brother was a 
teenager when Dad 
built the house, and he and my other 
brothers helped. This ruler was the 
standard against which every piece 
of wood in the house was measured. 
The house stood strong against the 
elements as a shelter for a family be-
cause of that ruler and the man who 
knew how to use it.

The family Bible was the standard 
against which everything that went 
on inside the house was measured. 

When my parents were married at 
age 16, they made a commitment to 
Christ to keep their family in church 
and raise them by the principles of 
God’s Word.

The prophet Amos (Chapter 7) 
saw a vision of the Lord holding a 

plumb line. A plumb 
line is simply a weighted 
string that gives a true 
vertical line for build-
ing a wall. If a wall is 
not built according to 
plumb, it is destined to 
fall. God told Amos that 
He was putting a plumb 
line in the middle of His 
people and He would 
“never again pass by 
them” (Amos 7:8-9). As 
a result, everything was 
about to be “made deso-

late” and “laid waste.”
It was not the plumb line that was 

about to destroy Israel. It was their 
failure to build their lives according 
to God’s plumb line that would re-
sult in their own destruction. They 
had chosen their own standard 
over God’s and were about to pay 
the price. The word of the prophet, 
God’s Word, is the perfect standard 
by which we stand or fall.

Robin H. Cowin
pastor

First Baptist 
Gentry

A woman with cancer has no need 
to know the latest cancer research. 
She wants to hear, “You’re cancer-
free!” A man whose family was in 
a wreck is not concerned about the 
workings of a failed brake system. 
He wants to hear, “They’re alive!”

When dealing with 
matters of utmost im-
portance, news is best 
presented with clar-
ity and accuracy. What 
matters more than the 
souls of men?

The Church at Ephe-
sus had been plagued 
with teachers who pre-
ferred hearing them-
selves speak over shar-
ing God’s Word clearly 
and seeing people 
respond to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  In 1 
Timothy 1, Paul directed Timothy to 
stand against their “false doctrines,” 
“myths and endless genealogies” and 
their inaccurate assertions about the 
Law. Such teachings did not point 
to the gospel, but only led to more 
opinions and endless arguments.  

If churches in Paul’s day struggled 
with this, then it should be no sur-
prise that the “education” ministries 

of many churches today also engage 
in pseudo-theological rabbit-chas-
ing.  

It is rather easy to dwell on study 
after study, yet fail to dive into the 
Bible itself and fail miserably to 
come to the core of God’s Word, the 

gospel. Paul prophesied 
in the last days people 
will be “always learning 
and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the 
truth” (2 Tim. 3:7). Far 
too many recent Sunday 
school classes have been 
marked by “mere specu-
lation” (1 Tim. 1:4), 
“fruitless discussion” 
(1 Tim. 1:6) and “wran-
gling about words” (2 
Tim. 2:14).

May we take 1 Timo-
thy 1:3-7 as a call to cut 

through the confusing clutter and 
make a beeline to the truth of the 
gospel, the only teaching that will 
result in reaching God’s goal for our 
lives (1 Tim. 1:5): pure love, a “good 
conscience” and “sincere faith.”

What is this truth? All of us are  
sinners. We need a cure, and the 
good news tells us there is a cure: the 
abundant grace of Jesus Christ.

Ty Huitt
pastor

Lake Ouachita Baptist 
Mount Ida

I was driving down the turnpike 
when the car in front of me sudden-
ly slowed down. I had my cruise con-
trol on so I waited a few seconds to 
see if he was going to speed back up 
before I took off the cruise. That’s 
when I saw the police 
car pull onto the high-
way behind us. 

I saw the lights be-
hind me and pulled 
onto the shoulder and 
came to a stop. As the 
policeman got out of 
his car, my mind went 
back to a time not long 
ago when a highway 
patrol officer who was 
involved in a Baptist 
organization needed 
to get some materials 
to me about his ministry. He came 
by the church in his patrol car on a 
Sunday morning, and I met him in 
the parking lot. After our conversa-
tion, I came back into the church 
and realized I had been watched by 
a small group of people. 

“I hope you’re not in trouble,” 
one of them said. 

“Some of us have police officers 
for friends,” I replied.

Back at the situation at hand, 

the officer came to my window and 
asked, “Did you know you were fol-
lowing that car too closely?” 

“No sir,” I replied. 
“Are you traveling with that ve-

hicle?” the officer asked.
“No sir, I am not. I 

have just been driving 
with my cruise on,” I 
said. 

Then the officer’s atti-
tude changed as he came 
to the right conclusion. 
He closed his book and 
told me to have a nice 
day and drive carefully. I 
thought the officer was 
going to correct me, but 
instead, he was there to 
protect me.

The law can correct us 
when we are wrong and protect us 
when we are in the right. That place 
between God’s correction and His 
protection is a safe place to be. That 
is the reason a famine of hearing 
from the Lord, as in Amos 8:11-12, 
is so difficult for us to take. With-
out the boundaries of God’s Law, 
the best we can do is wander every-
where. With God’s Word, there is 
hope for restoration (Amos 9:8-15). 
He can correct us or protect us.

The church was facing a crisis. 
Divergent doctrinal teachings were 
rampant. Ineffectiveness and apa-
thy characterized its ministry. Some 
members had even rejected the faith. 
The answer Paul gave in 1 Timothy 
3 to Timothy’s prob-
lems with the church at 
Ephesus is the same an-
swer to many problems 
in present day churches: 
biblical leadership.  

Not all who want 
to serve as a pastor or 
deacon should. There 
are many other ways to 
serve in the church.

In describing a 
church leader, Paul did 
not provide a job de-
scription with a list of 
duties. Instead, he emphasized the 
kind of leader the church needed. 
The characteristics that qualify men 
to be leaders in the church have 
three basic thrusts.  

First, these qualities are indicative 
of a track record of faithfulness to 
the ways of God. The truth of Eccle-
siastes 7:20, which says, “there is not 
a righteous man on earth who con-
tinually does good and who never 
sins,” applies to pastors and deacons 

too.  However, church leaders must 
be men whose lives demonstrate a 
consistency in following Christ and 
whose hearts are broken over person-
al sin and driven to swift repentance. 
Such men strive for faithfulness to 

the truth, faithfulness 
with their finances and 
faithfulness in their cov-
enant relationships.

Second, the qualifica-
tions point to a “present 
tense leader,” one who 
is successfully influenc-
ing others toward Christ 
in his current situation 
– one who does not 
need the title to begin 
serving and leading oth-
ers to the Lord.

Third, church leaders 
should be those who have gifts, tal-
ents and personality traits that are 
beneficial to the ministry aspect of 
the church. Pastors must be able to 
teach and relate well to people.   

There are no indications that 
church leadership roles were life-
time appointments. People served 
to benefit the church so long as they 
were qualified. If a leader fell into 
continual sin, provision was made to 
rebuke him (1 Tim. 5:19-22). 

Ty Huitt
pastor

Lake Ouachita Baptist
Mount Ida

Robin H. Cowin
pastor

First Baptist 
Gentry

The truth of the gospel
1 TIMOTHY 1:3-7, 12-20

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Can I get a witness?
AMOS 7:4-17 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Let the verdict be read!
AMOS 8:11-12; 9:8-15 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

The character of leadership
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-15

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
FEBRUARY 10, 2013

FEBRUARY 3, 2013
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