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FARMINGTON – What do Walt 
Disney World, Microsoft and the 
youth ministry at First Baptist 
Church of Farmington have in 
common? They all use biometric 
fingerprint readers.

“Biometrics” refers to the 
identification of people by their 
unique physical traits, like finger-
prints, retinas, voice patterns and 
facial features. A scanner reads the 
characteristics and kicks it back 

Tracks attendance, sends texts

Farmington church uses ‘biometrics’ technology

IT WAS THE YEAR that was – 
2012. For Arkansas Baptists, it was 
a historic year that included the 
retirement of a longtime executive 
director and the election of a new 
leader. On the national stage, South-
ern Baptists made history by electing 
their first African-American conven-
tion president and approved a long-
debated new descriptor.

As is its tradition, the staff of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) looked 
back on the year and ranked the fol-
lowing top 10 stories based on over-
all news value and significance to 
Arkansas Baptist life.

The top 10 stories are: 
1. Tucker elected ABSC exec. director
2. Turner retires after 16 years
3. Luter first black SBC president
4. Great Commission Baptists moniker 
5. Ark. Baptists serve following Sandy
6. ‘Mission Haiti’ has big impact
7. Evangelism prof. Roy Fish dies
8. Jones to lead Williams Baptist
9. Voters reject medical marijuana
10. Acts 1:8 One Day sees 100 saved

2012 top 10 stories
chosen by ABN staff

Evangelism Section
Read profiles, a directory of 
Arkansas evangelists and 
more in our special section.

See pages 
7-9

Arkansas Baptist News
Top 10 Stories of 2012

1. Tucker elected ABSC execu-
tive director

The final ABN edition of the 
year brought the top news item as 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker was elected 
executive director-treasurer of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Dec. 4. Tucker, 53, replaced 
Emil Turner, who had served as ex-
ecutive director since 1996.

Tucker, who had served as team 
leader of the ABSC evangelism and 
church growth team since 1997, of-
ficially began his duties Jan. 1.

Don Blackmore, discipleship 
pastor of Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, who served as chairman 
of the ABSC Operating Committee, 
said Tucker possesses qualities the 
committee was looking for in a new 
executive director.

“We were looking for someone 
who would continue to serve the 
churches of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention,” he said, adding, 
“Somebody that would continue 
with an evangelistic zeal, keeping 

SILOAM SPRINGS – Camp Si-
loam (Arkansas Baptist Assembly) 
announced Dec. 20 that it has re-
ceived a donation of $96,000 from 
an anonymous donor for the reno-
vation and air conditioning of eight 
bunkhouses. 

Camp Siloam has been renovat-
ing its housing since 2008. Siloam 
has 48 bunkhouses that can host 
1,000 campers. Thirty-seven of the 

Camp Siloam gets 96K donation
bunkhouses have been renovated 
and have air conditioning. The do-
nation will move the camp to having 
every room air-conditioned for the 
summer of 2013.

“We are so blessed by this gift,” 
said Jason Wilkie, executive director 
of Camp Siloam. 

“An anonymous gift is the purest 
of gifts because the motive of the 
giver is solely on the act of giving. 

In the Christmas season, I can’t 
think of a better way to remember 
the greatest Gift, which arrived very 
quietly in a manger.”

In 2012, camp growth exceeded 
the expectations of the staff and 
created urgency for completing the 
housing renovations, according to 
Wilkie, who added that camp atten-
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Selvy

into a database. That information 
can then be used to create name 
tags, open doors, take atten-
dance, graph trends, send 
texts, produce member di-
rectories and more.

Just ask Patrick Selvy.
A 47-year-old computer 

software expert, Selvy’s in-
terest in biometrics began as 
a solution to tracking youth 
attendance in churches.

“Several years ago, one of 
the youth pastors said, ‘We really 
need a better system for managing 

check-in for teenagers,’ and I made 
my first run at creating a check-in 

system for just the youth min-
istry,” Selvy said. “From that, 
I started with one of the first 
generation biometric readers 
by Digital Persona. That gave 
me an opportunity to really ex-
plore biometrics as a whole.”

Biometrics fits the church 
well, Selvy said, because it’s 
easy to use and cost-effective. 

He dodges cost questions, 
though. 

“This is a ministry venture, not a 

business,” he said.
His goals: to make the hard and 

mundane tasks of ministry easy and 
fun and to use his God-given gifts to 
create software and hardware solu-
tions for ministry.  

Four years ago, First Baptist, 
Farmington, built a modern youth 
space and called it “The Edge.” Selvy 
and fellow church member Kevin 
Brace installed cutting “edge” tech-
nology to go along with that theme, 
calling it “KTK: Connecting the 

See BIOMETRICS page 2
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Community to Christ.” The orbital 
digital camera and two fingerprint 
check-in scanners make the check-in 
area look more like the commander 
station of the “Starship Enterprise” 
than a youth department in a town 
with less than 6,000 people.

Go there on a Wednesday night 
and you’ll see teenagers and adult 
volunteers scan their fingerprints 
and put on digital picture name 
tags. The process takes 2-3 seconds. 
Visitors move to a registration table 
for a five question quick check-in. 
Later, volunteers add detailed infor-
mation. 

Detailed information matters to a 
youth minister who monitors more 
than 100 students on Wednesday 
nights, plus more than 200 for 5th 
Quarter fellowships. 

“Especially with today’s world, se-
curity is such a big deal to parents, 
and it’s becoming more of an issue,” 
said Scottie Johnson, former youth 
minister at the church who now re-
sides in Conway. “This is just one 
more step to help our parents un-

derstand we do everything we can to 
make sure your kids are safe.” 

Johnson said that after six “frus-
trating years” of filing away numbers 
on Excel spreadsheets, the system 
provides a superior attendance mod-
ule that works for the church. 

“It’s so much more involved than, 
‘Put your finger there,’” said John-
son. “(KTK) has email capabilities 
and texting. It tracks attendance 
stats and financial giving. It helps 
keep up with special events like 
VBS (vacation Bible school) and 5th 
Quarter.”

The excitement of the program 
brought in more adult volunteers, 
too. 

“Getting more adults is the key to 
student ministry,” he said.  

Youth parent Karen Lipford said 
the system can be fun. 

“The students in The Edge never 
seem to mind having to check in and 
wear a tag,” she said. 

“Of course, the infamous three-
year-old name tag ball keeps growing 
each year.  It’s fun for the students, 
sort of an accidental tradition that 
somehow got started when students 
leaving for the evening pulled off 
their tags, wadded them up and 
started the current volleyball-sized 

name tag ball.” 
“I think our church as a whole 

is supportive,” she said. “Most of 
us are anxious to get it functional 
for the rest of our children’s depart-
ment.” 

Johnson and Selvy brainstormed 
how the system could benefit the 
entire church. Would it work in the 
nursery? Yes. A fingerprint scan in 
addition to a name tag photo en-
sures safety and stops unauthorized 
pickup. Could it make the building 
more secure? A box by the back door 
stands wired for keyless entry. 

“Can you allow me to open a door 
to the church using my iPhone when 
I’m on vacation?” asked Johnson. 

“Yes,” said Selvy.
Johnson shook his head in won-

der. 
“I don’t think we’re using even 

one-fifth of the program’s capabili-
ties,” he said. 

In the technical world, it could 
be easy to stop being Christ-focused. 
Selvy doesn’t.

“Ministry is not about technol-
ogy,” he said. “Technology is to em-
power us to be better at ministry.” 

Lisa Falknor is the northwest regional 
correspondent for the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

dance increased by 583 campers, 
from 3,664 in 2011 to 4,247 in 
2012. 

“Camp Siloam is anticipat-
ing being at capacity for three 
or four weeks in 2013 and will 
need the extra renovated rooms 
to keep campers comfortable,” 
he said.

“Last summer was so hot that 
we had campers who needed re-
lief from the heat. I also feel air 
conditioning helps our campers 
get a better night’s rest, which in 
turn helps them stay attentive in 
our worship services where we 
present the gospel twice a day,” 
said Wilkie.

“Siloam has always been a 
place where young people expe-
rience life-change. Last summer 
403 campers came forward to 
receive the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ; 354 campers made re-
commitments, and 63 campers 
expressed a call to full-time mis-
sions or ministry,” he said.

“God is moving here in tre-
mendous ways. We believe God 
is blessing Camp Siloam because 
His name has been honored 
here for 89 years. It is thrilling 
to be around Siloam at this time, 
and it is all because we see God’s 
hand every day. We are anticipat-
ing continued growth of camp 
attendance, and we’re buckling 
our seat belts for the ride,” said 
Wilkie.

The camp will have three 
more bunkhouses that will need 
to be renovated for the summer.

Ouachita elects trustees, honors Ark. Baptists
Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Baptist 
University’s board of trustees elected 
five new trustees and a national di-
rector Dec. 13.

Trustees also elected two new fac-
ulty members and two admissions 
counselors and adopted resolutions 
honoring two Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) leaders.

New trustees elected to three-year 
terms on the board are Clay Hall-
mark, senior pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Marion, and former 
president of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention; Mark Roberts, 
president of Malvern National 
Bank and a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Malvern; Randy Sims, 
a 1977 Ouachita graduate and 
CEO of Centennial Bank/Home 
Bancshares, Inc., in Conway, and 
a member of oneChurch, Conway, 
and James Young, a 1968 Ouachita 
graduate and a physician in McGe-
hee and a member of First Baptist 
Church, McGehee. 

Jarrett Stephens, a 2000 Ouachita 
graduate, was elected as a national 

director. He is a teaching pastor at 
Prestonwood Baptist Church in 
Plano, Texas.

Ouachita President Rex Horne 
recognized four trustees who are ro-
tating off the university’s board after 
serving two three-year terms each: Jay 
Heflin of Little Rock; Craig Jenkins 
of Texarkana, Ark.; Richard Lusby of 
Jonesboro, and John Ward of North 
Little Rock.

Trustees also honored Emil Turn-
er, retired executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
and Sonny Tucker, the new state 
convention executive director.

Affirming that Turner “has ren-
dered faithful and distinguished ser-
vice” during his 16 years as ABSC 
executive director, the resolution 
noted that he “has demonstrated 
consistent and affirming support 
for the mission of Ouachita Bap-
tist University.” Trustees resolved 
to “express their gratitude and ap-
preciation to Dr. Emil Turner and 
pledge their prayers and support to 
him and his wife, Mary, for all the 
days ahead.”

Tucker, a 1983 Ouachita gradu-
ate, was elected Dec. 4 to succeed 

Turner as ABSC executive director 
effective Jan. 1, 2013. Citing Tuck-
er’s strong ties to the university, the 
resolution noted that he “is an alum-
nus of Ouachita Baptist University, 
along with his wife, Nicki McAn-
nally Tucker, and their daughter, 
Megan Tucker Seyler; and their son, 
Curt Tucker, is a current Ouachita 
student.”

The resolution added that Tucker 
“has demonstrated consistent sup-
port for Ouachita throughout his 
years of service as a pastor and as 
team leader for the Evangelism and 
Church Growth Team of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention.” Trust-
ees resolved to “offer their sincere 
congratulations” to Tucker and to 
“pledge their prayers and support 
for his leadership among Arkansas 
Baptists in the years ahead.”

In personnel-related issues, trust-
ees elected four new faculty and staff 
members, including:

– Wendy Richter, associate pro-
fessor and archivist for Riley-Hick-
ingbotham Library effective Jan. 1, 
2013. Richter, who held the same 
position at Ouachita from 1990 to 
2005, holds degrees from the Uni-

versity of Arkansas at Little Rock 
and Arkansas State University, 
Jonesboro. She most recently served 
as the state historian and director 
of the state archives at the Arkansas 
History Commission.

– Bethany Hicks, assistant profes-
sor of history in the Sutton School 
of Social Sciences effective Aug. 
1, 2013. Hicks, who holds degrees 
from Western Michigan University 
and Michigan State University, has 
served since 2010 as a visiting assis-
tant professor of history at Ouachita. 
She also has studied in Germany as 
a Fulbright Scholar.

– Sarah Baker, admissions coun-
selor in the Office of Admissions 
Counseling effective Jan. 2, 2013. 
A 2011 Ouachita graduate with a 
major in business, she previously 
has worked at the Greenville, Texas, 
Chamber of Commerce.

– Kevin Coleman, admissions 
counselor in the Office of Admis-
sions Counseling effective Jan. 9, 
2013. He is a 2012 Ouachita gradu-
ate with majors in philosophy and 
Christian studies.

Trennis Henderson is Ouachita’s vice 
president for communications.

Ross gives official papers to Ouachita
ARKADELPHIA – U.S. Congress-
man Mike Ross presented his offi-
cial papers and related material from 
his political career to Ouachita Bap-
tist University Dec. 7 on Ouachita’s 
Arkadelphia campus.

Congressman Ross, who has 
served six terms in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, did not seek re-
election this year. He is returning to 
the private sector after his current 

term concludes on Jan. 3, 2013.
Noting that he had the oppor-

tunity to serve in Congress during 
“a very historic time,” he cited such 
major issues and events during his 
congressional tenure as the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, health care reform and 
economic recession.

He said his donation to Ouachita 
will include just over 200 boxes of 

material, approximately 16,000 digi-
tal photos and an estimated 300 gi-
gabytes of data files.

Ouachita President Rex Horne 
accepted Congressman Ross’ papers 
and related files on behalf of the 
university, with both men signing 
an agreement to house the papers 
in the archives of Ouachita’s Riley-
Hickingbotham Library Special Col-
lections. 
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

(with) Dr. Turner’s theme, ‘More 
people in heaven and less people in 
hell.’ (We) were looking for some-
one who understood the churches 
of Arkansas.”

2. Turner retires after 16 years
The leadership of the state con-

vention dominated the top news 
items during 2012 with the an-
nouncement by Emil Turner of his 
intention to retire.

“For almost 16 
years, Mary and I 
have enjoyed the 
privilege of serving 
the Southern Bap-
tist churches of Ar-
kansas; we have en-
joyed the kindness 
of the pastors and 
the tolerance of the 

church members and have enjoyed 
the friendship of the other ABSC 
entity leaders,” Turner told mem-
bers of the ABSC Executive Board 
Aug. 2. 

“I have been the beneficiary of the 
competence and hard work of the 
ABSC staff members. We are grate-
ful for each kindness shown us by 
these good people. But Mary and I 
have prayed about this decision and 
have concluded that my most effec-
tive ministry service at this time will 
be found in some other capacity,” 
Turner continued. “We have been 
treated with grace and compassion 
by Arkansas Baptists, and I will miss 
serving the churches as executive di-
rector.”

3. Luter elected first black SBC 
president

Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin Av-
enue Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
was elected as the first African-
American president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) during its 
155th session held in New Orleans 
in June.

Luter grew Franklin Avenue from 
65 people in a white-flight neigh-
borhood to a congregation of more 
than 8,000 prior to the devastation 
of Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

“He is qualified in every way to 
hold this office,” said David Cros-
by, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, in nominating Luter. 
“He fully supports world missions 
through the Cooperative Program. 
He is a man of integrity with a loving 
family and an unblemished, untar-
nished reputation in this commu-
nity where he has lived all his life.”

4. ‘Great Commission Baptists’ 
moniker approved

Messengers to the New Orleans 
convention approved a new descrip-
tor – “Great Commission Baptists” 
– by a vote of 53 percent to 46 per-
cent via ballot vote after a nearly 
half-hour debate. 

In all, 4,824 ballots were cast; 
2,546 were in favor of the descriptor, 
and 2,232 were not in favor of the 
descriptor. The measure survived 
some parliamentary maneuvering.

Garry Hunnicutt, a messenger 
from First Baptist Church, Benton, 
spoke against the proposed descrip-
tor, saying, “I see the rebranding as 
the second step to dismantling the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

An informal survey about the 
name revealed a majority of Arkan-
sas Baptists were not in favor of the 
new moniker. 

“It’s one thing to call yourself or 
your church ‘Great Commission 
Baptist’ and entirely another thing 
to be a Great Commission church,” 
said James K. Ross, senior pastor 
and church planter at Life House 
Ministries, Texarkana.

5. Arkansans help New York 
Sandy victims

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers prepared 100,000-plus 
meals and performed numerous re-
covery and “mud out” operations in 
the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy 
that devastated areas of New Jersey 
and New York in late October.

Southern Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers prepared practically every 
hot meal distributed by the Red 
Cross in the aftermath of Sandy.

Baptist Press reported that South-
ern Baptist disaster relief volunteers 
from all states deployed after Sandy 
had prepared more than 1.2 million 
meals in New York, New Jersey and, 
earlier, in West Virginia.

6. Arkansas Baptist ‘Mission 
Haiti’ has big impact

It all began with the 2010 earth-
quake that devastated the country of 
Haiti. Throughout 2012, Arkansas 
Baptists continued to serve faithfully 
and saw God move extraordinarily – 
witnessing many salvations among 
the country’s people.

“Put simply, God opened doors, 
and Arkansas Baptists walked 
through them,” explained Bob Field-
ing, ABSC missions ministries team 
member and Haiti project coordina-
tor. 

Fielding said that since 
2010 about 80 teams of Ar-
kansas Baptists have minis-
tered in areas ranging from 
door-to-door evangelism and 
preaching to sports ministry 
and children’s ministry.

One Haitian pastor started 
Kids Clubs, which Fielding de-
scribed as church-based programs de-
signed to share with “children about 
Jesus, teach them the Word of God 
and reach the country for Christ.”

7. Longtime evangelism profes-
sor Roy Fish dies

Roy J. Fish, an Arkansas native 
and longtime professor of evange-
lism at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, died Sept. 10 at 
age 82.

Fish grew up in Star City and 
graduated in 1952 from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas in Fayetteville 
with a bachelor’s degree in English. 
Fish, who’s name is considered by 
many Southern Baptists as being 
synonymous with “evangelism,” 
served Southwestern for nearly 50 
years and once occupied the L.R. 
Scarborough Chair of Evangelism, 
considered “The Chair of Fire.”

Fish held several prominent de-

nominational positions, including 
second vice president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention and interim 
president of the North American 
Mission Board. 

8. Jones chosen to lead Williams 
Baptist College

Thomas O. Jones, 56, was select-
ed as the sixth president of Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) in March. 
Jones succeeded Jerol Swaim, who 
retired in June after serving at the 
college for 48 years – 17 years as its 
president.

Jones previously served from 1994 
to 2000 at Williams as vice president 
for institutional advancement. He 
held the same title at Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
California for the past 12 years.

“Dr. Jones is an incredible com-
municator, a highly intelligent and 
perceptive leader and a wonderful 
Christian example. With his warm, 
personal manner and his strong sup-
port of the vision of WBC, the com-
mittee found him to be a perfect fit 
for the college,” said Dana Kelley 
of Jonesboro, a Williams’ alumnus 
who chaired the search committee.

9. Voters reject medical marijua-
na proposal

Arkansas voters, by a narrow 51 
percent majority, defeated a bal-
lot measure on Nov. 6 that would 
have made their state the first in 
the South to legalize medical mari-
juana.

The Arkansas initiative was de-
feated by a narrower-than-expected 
margin, according to Jerry Cox, ex-
ecutive director of the Family Coun-
cil Action Committee of Arkansas. 
The closeness was due in part to the 
massive amount of money spent by 
pro-marijuana groups and in part to 
the short time opposition groups 
had to mobilize.

Marijuana advocates spent at 
least $700,000 in the campaign, 

compared with less than 
$50,000 spent to oppose 
the initiative, Cox said. 
The disparity allowed 
proponents to purchase a 
large amount of advertis-
ing while opponents were 
forced to rely on media 
coverage of the issue to dis-
seminate their message.

10. Acts 1:8 One Day mission 
project sees 100 saved

More than 100 salvations – as well 
as other decisions – were reported as 
a result of the annual Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip Oct. 6. 

More than 2,000 volunteers rep-
resenting 150-plus churches from 
across Arkansas converged on For-
rest City and surrounding areas for 
the missions day, which is a ministry 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention.

Volunteers divided into groups 
and ministered at 118 ministry sites 
in area communities, which are 
served by Tri County Baptist Associ-
ation. Among other things, projects 
ranged from nursing home visits 
and sports ministry to prayer walk-
ing, block parties and evangelism.

For more reflections from 2012 visit 
www.arkansasbaptist.org.
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House, Senate OK
adoption tax credit 
WASHINGTON (BP) – The so-
called “fiscal cliff” bill signed by 
President Obama didn’t fully 
please either political party, but 
it did contain great news for the 
adoption community by main-
taining a tax credit that makes 
adoption more affordable for 
low- and middle-income families. 
The adoption tax credit was set 
to expire at the end of the year 
prior to the House and Senate 
making the credit permanent 
under the bill passed just before 
the New Year. Unlike a tax de-
duction, which only reduces tax-
able income, a tax credit actually 
reduces a person’s tax liability. 
Last year the adoption tax credit 
was a maximum of $13,360. 

Hobby Lobby to defy 
gov’t abortion law
OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) – Arts 
and crafts store Hobby Lobby ap-
parently is willing to defy the fed-
eral government and face huge 
fines for not covering abortion-
inducing drugs following a string 
of court losses in December. 
Hobby Lobby’s setbacks in court 
at the end of the year gained sig-
nificant media attention, despite 
the fact that for-profit businesses 
like the Oklahoma-based busi-
ness continue to rack up court 
victories against the mandate.

Russia’s adoption ban 
to penalize orphans
NASHVILLE (BP) – Russia’s ban 
on adoptions by American par-
ents, considered a retaliatory re-
sponse to U.S. sanctions against 
Russia for human rights abuses, 
will instead punish vulnerable or-
phans languishing in the foreign 
country, Christians at the fore-
front of the issue fear. The ban 
halts in midstream adoptions al-
ready initiated by American fami-
lies ready to give homes to some 
of Russia’s more than 120,000 
orphans, said Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary dean and 
administrator Russell Moore, 
who with his wife Maria adopted 
two sons from Russia. “With 
this awful retaliation against his 
own nation’s orphans, (Russian 
President) Vladimir Putin has 
demonstrated once again that he 
wants to be a tin-pot Stalinist gov-
erning a frozen banana republic,” 
Moore said. Adoption agencies 
in the U.S. say 200 to 250 sets 
of parents are in the middle of 
adopting children from Russia.
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with Fox News that the lack of 
religious expression in the public 
square – such as in schools – is a 
contributing factor to violence in 
our nation.

Huckabee added that we 
shouldn’t be 
surprised by the 
violence we wit-
ness today when 
“we have system-
atically removed 
God from our 
schools.”

Later, on his 
Fox TV pro-

gram, Huckabee added, “I’m not 
suggesting by any stretch that if we 
had prayer in schools regularly as 
we once did that this wouldn’t have 
happened, because you can’t have 
that kind of cause and effect. But 
we’ve created an atmosphere in this 
country where the only time you 
want to invoke God’s name is after 
the tragedy.”

He said, “I think it’s important 
that we quit apologizing for having 
a spiritual conversation. Quit being 

As talks in Washington focused 
around avoiding a fiscal cliff 

in our country dominated the news 
throughout the holidays, it got me 
to thinking about where priorities 
of our nation now seem to lie.

 It appears to 
me that politics 
today focus more 
on “getting my 
way” than serving 
the greater good 
of the people. 

With that 
thought in mind, 
it seems to be we 
should be thinking less about the 
“fiscal cliff” our country is attempt-
ing to avoid, and rather focusing on 
the “spiritual cliff” our country is 
experiencing by its lack of morality 
and expression of biblical values.

Shortly after the horrific mass 
murders in December at a Con-
necticut schoolhouse, former Ar-
kansas governor Mike Huckabee 
accurately assessed what I believe 
contributed to the tragedy.

Huckabee said in an interview 

Avoiding the ‘spiritual cliff’
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas      

ashamed that we believe in God.”
There was a time when our na-

tion expressed gratitude to God 
for life and liberty, but no more. 
It seems the greater our prosperity 

and success as a nation, the less we 
feel we need God.

 My prayer in 2013 is for an awak-
ening and revival in our great coun-
try so that as a people we avoid a 
fall from the “spiritual cliff.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News. Contact him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.The Reason 

By William Sirls, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2012

This book first caught my eye 
because of the front cover. 

It’s not often I pass through the 
book section and see a cover with 
a white church and large wooden 
cross being struck by lightning.  

When I turned it over to the 
back to read 
the description, 
the question at 
the top of the 
book jumped 
out at me: 
“When facing 
the impossible, 
will you be-
lieve?”

Growing up, I was blessed to 
have a grandmother, Sue Dell 
Free, who repeatedly told me 
throughout my life to “trust God 
and only believe.” That is the cen-
tral theme of this book – “only 
believe.” 

Written in a style very similar 
to Frank Peretti, Sirls tells the 
story of a blind pastor and a 
small-town congregation that has 

to keep their faith in the midst of 
adversity.  

It is about relationships with 
others and with God. Through 
an unlikely collection of charac-
ters that at first seemed to have 
nothing in common, a believ-

able and 
loveable 
commu-
nity of 
friends is 
brought 
together 
as they 
face their 

individual trials. Their faith 
is tested to the limit, and the 
test is heartbreaking as they 
struggle to understand.

The story centers around 
the cross that is struck by 
lightning and how to fix it; a 
carpenter named Kenneth and 
the amazing things that happen 
whenever he is around; a young 
oncologist named Macey Lewis 
and a little boy named Alex, who 

BOOK REVIEW
Valerie Inman   

 Diaz Baptist Church
Newport    

is her patient, and Alex’s best 
friend, Charlie. There are too 
many characters to mention, but 
they all come to life and seem to 
jump off the pages as you read 
this book. The story is so believ-

able that you 
feel you know 
them all person-
ally.

I will be shar-
ing this book 
with friends 
and encourag-
ing others to 
purchase it. 
This story will 
challenge your 
faith, your be-
liefs and how 
you live them 

out in your life and the lives 
around you. This is a story of the 
fight to hold on to your faith in 
the midst of the impossible.  

Valerie Inman is wife of Billy 
Inman, pastor of Diaz Baptist 
Church, Newport.

Sunday school lessons
get ‘usability’ makeover

Be sure to check out the new 
Sunday school commentary layout 
debuting in this edition on Page 14.

“Sunday school commentaries are 
one of the most read and used part 
of the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN),” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor. 

“We have been working the past 
several months to test numerous 
layouts that will make them easier 
to use,” he said.

The new design has each com-
mentary (or lesson) organized in its 
own quarter-page panel, allowing 
for the page to be easily folded and 
placed in a Bible.

Yarbrough thanked ABN As-
sistant Editor Jessica Vanderpool 
for her efforts in designing the new 
look. 

“Jessica spent a lot of time work-
ing with various layout styles. We 
believe the one we settled on will 
serve our loyal commentary users 
the best in the future,” he said.
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O ne of the most significant issues facing the church 
at large today is the virtual loss of personal evan-

gelism. How often do you see someone bring a friend 
down the aisle during the invitation? In most churches, 
this is a rare event. Even in large or dynamic churches 
where it occurs, it is a small percentage of the church’s 
attendance. In fact, statisticians who study churches use 
an established “industry stan-
dard” for evangelism: A church 
is considered evangelistic if they 
have one baptism per 20 folks in 
attendance. 

What has happened to our 
definition of Christianity when 
we have decided it is a positive 
fact that 20 followers of Jesus 
Christ are necessary to see a 
person baptized? It is even more 
astounding that the large majority of churches do not 
reach this standard. I believe a major reason is the de-
cline of personal evangelism. 

In my experience in church life, I have observed com-
mon excuses used in an effort to justify the failure to 
share the gospel. 

“I will get questions I do not know how to answer.” 
“I have never been taught how.” 
My personal favorite: “I will mess it up.” 
The Bible is filled with examples of people who pas-

sionately shared Jesus without fear, answers, teaching 
or failure. Consider the woman Jesus met at a well in 
Samaria. She was so amazed at who He was that she im-
mediately went and told others about Jesus. Certainly 
meeting Jesus – the King of kings and Lord of lords – 

should be enough to motivate us to share. Just consider 
for a moment what happened when you met Him.

No excuses ever entered the Samaritan woman’s 
mind. She was not embarrassed to invite folks to meet 
Him despite her background of a very sinful life. She 
was not intimidated about her lack of spiritual train-
ing. She never worried about their questions. She just 

shared what Jesus told her. Why would 
we ever think to share anything but what 
Jesus said? 

You cannot mess up sharing Jesus. No 
one can ever take away or question the 
validity of your testimony. All you have 
to do is point them to Jesus, and He 
takes over and does the work. Jesus saves, 
not us. In fact, after hearing Jesus Him-
self, they explained to her they believed 
in Him because of what He said. He 

makes it work.
And amazingly enough, she led people to Christ in her 

wonderfully redeemed, broken, baby Christian condi-
tion. 

The Bible states clearly, “From that city many of the 
Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the 
woman” (John 4:39). 

The passion from a real experience with Jesus is still 
the best form of evangelism training. Make it a point 
to do two things this week. First, spend some time in 
the presence of Jesus. Second, tell someone what Jesus 
has done in your life. Then see what Jesus does to your 
church.   

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Baptists Ask
Was the Apostle Paul  
ever married?

P aul’s marital status has 
often been the subject 

of debate, and there are few 
clues to follow. Because he was 
involved with Stephen’s trial 
(Acts 7:58), tradition often cites 
that Paul was a member of the 
Sanhedrin. While the Bible 
never states his membership, 
it does mention that he was 
a zealous 
Pharisee 
(Gal. 1:14; 
Phil. 3:5). 
Few men in 
Paul’s day 
remained 
single, and   
practicing 
Pharisees 
would al-
most certainly be married. 

 In 1 Corinthians, he stated 
to the “unmarried” (also trans-
lated “widowers”) and the 
widows, “It is good for them 
to stay unmarried, as I am” (1 
Cor. 7:8). The verse seems to 
imply three things: (1) Paul had 
been previously married; (2) he 
no longer was married (possibly 
a widower) and (3) he would 
remain unmarried. He believed 
unmarried persons were free 
from the world’s concerns – 
they did not need to care for 
a spouse, and they could fully 
devote their time to the Lord’s 
work (1 Cor. 7:32-34). 

 However, also in 1 Cor-
inthians, Paul spoke about 
divorce. While he commanded 
Christians not to divorce one 
another, he personally allowed 
them to “give up” their unbe-
lieving spouses should they 
choose to leave the marriage (1 
Cor. 7:12-16). Although most 
scholars believe that Paul was 
a widower (1 Cor. 7:8), some 
conclude from these verses that 
Paul himself may have had an 
unbelieving wife who walked 
away from their marriage. If so, 
his words about unbelieving 
spouses would have been very 
personal.

 Paul was probably once 
married, but due to some un-
known situation was no longer 
married when he ministered 
in Corinth. Throughout his 
ministry, however, Paul lauded 
marriage, and he considered it 
sacred in the sight of God. Re-
gardless how he became single, 
he used his celibacy to serve his 
Lord in a mighty way: to fur-
ther the gospel throughout the 
known world.  

Ken Gore is chair of the Wil-
liams Baptist College department 
of Christian studies. Send questions 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gore

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

.

Shaping the gospel
A t the request of the International Mission 

Board, I recently led an ethnographic research 
team into Southeast Asia to determine the best way 
to communicate the gospel to a particular tribal peo-
ple group who have never heard the name of Jesus.  

“Why would you do that?” someone asked, “Isn’t 
the gospel the same for all people?”

Yes, the gospel of Jesus Christ is the same for all 
people. He who is “the same yesterday, today, and 
forever” (Heb. 13:8), came as the perfect sacrifice for 
“whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord” 
(Rom. 10:13). But, the way in which we communi-
cate that message changes from context to context, 
person to person.

As we backpacked from 
village to village visiting with 
the people, eating with the 
people and sleeping in the vil-
lages, we learned all we could 
about their family values, their 
spiritual beliefs, their trade 
and commerce and how they 
governed themselves. One of 
the most precious moments 
was hearing a grandfather, who 
happened to be the village leader, tell us an ancient 
story passed down from generation to generation. As 
he began the story, both young children and teenag-
ers gathered outside the window, smiling in anticipa-
tion.

The story was about a hunter who left his home on 
a 14-year quest to hunt down a certain deer. While 
he was gone, his wife gave birth to a child who had 
not been conceived by relations with a man. The 
mother died shortly after the child was born, and 
the child was left alone in the home. So, every day a 
crocodile came out of a nearby lake, took on the ap-
pearance of a man and cared for the baby. And the 
story goes on.

This story communicates the concepts of virgin 
birth, sacrifice and love. In addition, it communi-

cates values like that of taking responsibility for one’s 
family and the consequences of neglecting such. The 
story helped us know what values are important to 
these people. It does not take a master theologian 
to see how values and concepts in this story can be 
related to the gospel.

In the same village we also learned that these 
people believe that one of their three “founding 
matriarchs” is a python (yes, a snake). They hold 
these snakes in high regard. Moreover, the spirits of 
animals and humans alike are believed to be eternal. 
So, as one tells the story of the gospel from creation 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it would 
not be wise to initially introduce the “evil serpent” in 

the Garden of Eden. Sure, through dis-
cipleship, it is important to get to that, 
but not in a first-time communication 
of the gospel. 

Our international missionaries are 
masterful at contextually “shaping” 
how the gospel is communicated from 
people group to people group, without 
compromising (actually maximizing) 
the Scriptures. 

In the same way, each of our 
churches, in each of our contexts, should learn to 
shape (contextualize) the gospel for our own neigh-
borhoods. After all, we do live in a post-Christian 
culture. To do this, we must first understand the 
culture. Here are four musts for understanding and 
reaching any culture:

(1) We must be willing to live among them. (2) We 
must listen more than we speak. (3) We must love 
them where they are. (4) We must value pointing 
them to Jesus over expecting them to be like us.

Consider: What does it mean for your church to 
think like a missionary, shaping and communicating 
the gospel in your nearby neighborhoods?

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-
cultural communication strategist serving as president of 
TCWM, based in Mountainburg.

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey

Personal evangelism



6   January 10, 2013ARKANSAS

February 22-23, 2013
Faith Baptist Church • Bartlett, Tennessee

901-386-4785

Go to www.myfaithbaptist.org 
for registration and information.

Johnny Hunt
Pastor

First Baptist Church
Woodstock, GA

Junior Hill
Evangelist

Hartselle, AL

Phil Hoskins
Pastor

  Higher Ground Baptist Church
  Kingsport, TN

This Hope
First Baptist Church

Woodstock, GA

Childcare team opens door for partnerships
MARLBOROUGH, Mass. – A 
childcare team comprised of mem-
bers from Cedar Heights Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock; First 
Baptist Church, Cherokee Village, 
and Second Baptist Church, Jack-
sonville, served during the recent 
Baptist Convention of New England 
(BCNE) Annual Meeting, held at 
Marlborough, Mass. 

“God is doing some amazing 
things in the area, and I just know 
that Arkansas churches will want to 

Arkansas Baptist childcare team.

be a part of it,” said Bob Fielding, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) missions ministries team 
member. 

Fielding said he met with several 
church planters and BCNE staff 
with the purpose of connecting 
ABSC churches with BCNE efforts 
through children’s programs. 

“Statistically this is the most lost 
area in the United States,” said 
Fielding. The BCNE serves six states 
– western Connecticut, Maine, Mas-

sachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. 

The area has a population of 14.2 
million, but only one Southern Bap-
tist church for every 57,000 people, 
according to BCNE leaders, who es-
timate 3 percent or less are evangeli-
cal believers. 

“The North American Mission 
Board, through Send North Ameri-
ca, will be putting lots of its resourc-
es in this area, and I’m excited to 
see what God will do there,” said 
Fielding. 

Fielding added that BCNE repre-
sentatives have plans to attend the 
April 11 and April 13 Mission Con-
nection events to be held in Jackson-

ville and Jonesboro.
“These events will give attendees 

an opportunity to connect with peo-
ple from the BCNE and plant more 
churches in the area,” he said. 

GGBTS DMin program
explored for Ft. Smith
FORT SMITH – An informational 
meeting exploring the possibility of 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary bringing a Doctor of Min-

istry (DMin) pro-
gram to the Fort 
Smith area will be 
held Jan. 24, said 
Jeff Thompson, 
associational mis-
sionary for the 
Concord Baptist 
Association.

“We need at 
least eight people 
accepted into the 

program to host a cohort here,” said 
Thompson. “If you have been think-
ing about doing a DMin degree, this 

might be the best time to look into 
it.”

Thompson said Jim Wilson, di-
rector of the doctoral program at 
Golden Gate will host the meeting 
at 10 a.m. Jan. 24. The meeting will 
be conducted via WebEx video con-
ferencing.

“He will give a brief presentation 
about the program and then answer 
questions,” said Thompson.

He added those interested in 
being included in the online meet-
ing sign up by sending an email re-
questing to be included to dmin@
ggbts.edu.

More information about the pro-
gram is available at www.ggbts.edu/
dmin.

Thompson

Talley new pastor at Marshall Road
JACKSONVILLE – Toby Talley is 
the new pastor at Marshall Road 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville.

Talley, 44, a native of Lewisville, 
previously served as team member of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and church 
growth team since August 2005.

Prior to joining the ABSC, Talley 
was pastor of First Baptist Church, 

Booneville, from 
2001 to 2005, 
and Bradley Bap-
tist Church, Brad-
ley, from 1996 to 
2000. 

He also was a 
youth minister in 
various churches 
in Arkansas. Talley

‘Great Passion Play’ set to reopen 
EUREKA SPRINGS – It appears 
‘The Great Passion Play’ in Eureka 
Springs will continue after all.

Randall Christy, president of 
the Gospel Station Network who is 
also pastor of Union Valley Baptist 
Church, Ada, Okla. told a Little 
Rock TV station the Great Passion 

Play will open on schedule in May 
and run until October.

Christy said the Christian radio 
network reached its $75,000 fund-
raising goal to stop a bank foreclo-
sure. The play tells the story of Jesus 
Christ’s life and death. Money woes 
led to its closing in December.
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – “I do” – a short phrase 
with a powerful ability to bind two 
people together for life – a life often 
filled with both blessings and strug-
gles. 

Tony and Judy Weston, members 
of Second Baptist Church, Con-
way, help couples navigate that life 
through their marriage ministry – 
Two By Two Ministry Inc.

“We have experienced such joy 
and fulfillment through our rela-
tionship and want others to experi-
ence this as well,” said Tony Weston. 
“Our marriage is not perfect – it’s 
still being developed and refined 
– but we have seen how basing it 
on God’s Word and His truth can 
truly transform two imperfect peo-
ple. We’ve discovered that you can 
be married and happy at the same 
time!”

The Westons’ journey in marriage 
ministry began long before Two By 
Two Ministry came into being. In 
fact, it was while Tony was serving 
as a worship pastor that God gave 
him a burden for marriages. Among 

Westons minister to couples ‘Two By Two’
other things, the couple led “home-
builders” groups and taught at cou-
ples retreats. In 2008, Tony Weston 
sensed God calling him and his wife 
to full-time marriage ministry. Then, 
in June 2009, they began Two By 
Two Ministry.

Judy Weston said one of the 
struggles they have encountered in 
ministry has been “helping churches 
see the need to transition from an 
‘event driven’ mentality – confer-
ences and retreats – to an ongoing, 
multifaceted marriage enrichment 
ministry.”

“One or two weekends per year 
are not enough to equip couples to 
build strong marriages,” she said. 

And of course there is the chal-
lenge of getting the word out about 
their ministry, which is still fairly 
new.

But along with the struggles are 
the blessings, such as seeing lives 
changed.

“We love seeing progress in the 
lives of couples as they work on 
their relationship,” Judy Weston 
said. “Also, it’s a huge blessing when 
we hear a leadership couple that we 
have trained share about how they 

Judy and Tony Weston

have been able to minister to cou-
ples in their church.”

Tony Weston said they plan 
to continue serving in the area of 
marriage ministry with the hope of 
being “used throughout the country 
and world in helping churches estab-
lish ‘marriage cultures’ within their 
congregations.”

“Churches must make marriage 

enrichment a priority if we are ever 
going to help turn the tide of broken 
homes in our culture,” he shared.

Judy Weston added, “I strongly 
believe in giving tools to people to 
use in their relationship with each 
other. There is great power in being 
equipped.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

5 evangelism questions asked by unhealthy churches
Eric W. Ramsey
Tom Cox World Ministries

THROUGH conversations with 
several hundred pastors and church 
leaders regarding evangelism, I have 
discovered that the questions that 
churches ask unveil a church’s evan-
gelistic capacity and serve as an indi-
cator of the church’s overall spiritual 
health. Let’s look at five commonly 
asked questions and briefly exam-
ine the unhealthy state reflected by 
each.

1. Shouldn’t we take care of 
our own before we start trying to 
do for others? While throughout 
the Scriptures we (the Church) are 
instructed to love, care and look 
after the needs of one another, this 
does not preclude us from 
the responsibility given to 
us by Jesus Christ to be salt 
and light, reach out to “the 
least of these” and “make 
disciples of all nations.” In 
Ephesians 3:10, the Apostle 
Paul reminds us that God 
has chosen the Church to be 
the primary vehicle through 
which God’s wisdom is to be 
communicated to all. When 
a church is more concerned 
about “the fellowship” than they 
are about the community and the 
world, it is a strong indication that 
the church has become too intro-
spective and self-centered. 

2. Will this grow my church? 
It is truly frightening how often I 
hear this question from pastors and 
church leaders. The primary motiva-
tion for communicating the gospel 
should never be to increase church 
attendance, but rather to glorify 

God by making Christ known and 
see the kingdom of God expanded. 
Sometimes God leads us to commu-
nicate His message to people who 
will never join our church (due to 
geography, culture or lifestyle). We 
do want to see every new believer 
assimilated into a local body of be-
lievers, even if it is another church 
and not our own. Too often, espe-
cially during difficult economic 
times, churches are motivated to do 
evangelism to increase attendance, 
which increases giving, which helps 
pay the bills. This motivation is self-
centered, not Christ-centered.

3. What about the new carpet? 
This question could just as easily 
be asked regarding the “new build-
ing,” “new chairs” or any other part 

of a church facility – new 
or not. A building should 
never be considered any-
thing more than a tool.  
Any well-utilized tool will 
become worn. While a 
master craftsman would 
never abuse his tools, it is 
hard to imagine him being 
concerned about cutting a 
board for fear of dulling his 
new saw blade. Obstacles 
always arise when a build-

ing is elevated beyond the role of 
a tool. The church building is not 
a sacred dwelling for the presence 
of God, nor is it a shrine to honor 
those who have gone before us – 
such buildings are called “temples.” 
The only “temple” to which today’s 
church should give priority concern 
is known in Scripture as “the temple 
of the Holy Spirit” – the physical 
body (flesh and blood) of a believer. 
It is an absurdity to think that fear 

of wear and tear on a building would 
prevent us from doing anything we 
can to effectively communicate the 
gospel to the hell-bound. For God’s 
sake (literally), if you can pack your 
facility full of families, students or 
anyone with a chance to share the 
gospel, do it! The Apostle Paul was 
willing to spend eternity in hell if it 
meant that others would know the 
Truth; surely we would be willing to 
sacrifice wear and tear on a build-
ing.

4. Do we want those kinds of 
people in our church? While this 
is a poorly motivated question with 
prejudicial underpinning, it is a 
question worth asking. It is a good 
“spiritual checkpoint.” If the answer 
to this question is not, “Yes,” then 
the one(s) asking 
the question cer-
tainly are not think-
ing like Jesus. Jesus 
ate with publicans 
and sinners. He so 
loves the least-loved 
of society, that He 
said, “In as much 
as you’ve done it 
unto the least of 
these, you’ve done 
it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). To not 
extend a loving invitation to anyone 
– especially the outcast – is to fail to 
invite the very presence of God into 
your church.

5. Who has the best evangelism 
program? Evangelism should never 
be a competition, nor should it be 
a “program,” but rather a continual 
outpouring of love that permeates 
every aspect of the church. Our 
Christ-given mission is to make Him 
known to all people groups – both 

near and far. And the “best” meth-
ods for your church are not going to 
necessarily be the “best” methods for 
other churches. God has uniquely 
designed your congregation to en-
gage your unique community with 
the gospel. And He intends for every 
believer to utilize the gifts, talents 
and resources He has generously 
given for His glory. The bottom line 
is this: God has a customized plan 
for you and your church to engage 
the lost in your church’s sphere of 
influence with the gospel.

Each of these questions has one 
thing in common – they are rooted 
in selfishness. God is not glorified 
when anyone or anything is placed 
as priority over Him. God is glori-
fied when He is the primary subject 

of our worship; and 
He is worshipped 
when His people 
are fulfilling the 
command of Jesus 
to “love the Lord 
your God … and 
love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” 
And how can one 
love God or one’s 
neighbor and not 

share Jesus with them?
The greatest love of all is commu-

nicated through sacrifice: “God dem-
onstrated His love toward us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). Surely we 
can demonstrate our love to God 
and others by sacrificing our own 
preferences, comforts, resources and 
feelings.

Eric W. Ramsey is president of the 
Conference of Southern Baptist Evange-
lists and TCWM.

Ramsey
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But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8
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Repent, then, and turn to
God, so that your sins may
be wiped out, that times of

refreshing may come
from the Lord.

Acts 3:19
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – As the 
mission team from Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, strolled 
down the street in Ecuador on the 
way to their Bible study, they saw a 
husband and wife holding hands. 

And while it might 
sound like just another 
couple showing affection, it 
had special meaning to the 
team. Just that morning, the 
husband had been set on 
divorcing his wife. But after 
the Park Hill team shared 
with him about Christ, the 
man became a Christian.

He was not the only one 
the team saw changed. In 
total, 494 people trusted Christ as 
Savior. In addition, the team helped 
plant 14 new churches.

“God just did some amazing 
things, and our students were able to 
be instruments of God’s peace,” said 
David Whittington, Park Hill music 
and worship pastor, who helped lead 
the student worship team’s mission 
trip to Ecuador. 

But the mission trip was only one 
of a number of mission projects in 
which the church participated last 
year. In fact, Bob Harper, associate 
pastor at Park Hill, said the goal was 

65-plus mission projects in 2012

Harper

Park Hill celebrates 65th through mission work
for the church to participate in 65 
mission projects in 2012 – all in cel-
ebration of their 65th anniversary 
as a church.

Harper said the church exceeded 
its targeted number of projects for 
2012 and hopes to “begin doing mis-
sions even stronger in 2013.”

Though some of the 2012 proj-
ects – like the Ecuador trip 
– required international trav-
el, not all projects operated 
on such a grand scale. Some 
were as simple as working at 
the Rice Depot, supporting 
Christmas toy drives or hold-
ing the church’s yearly Easter 
egg hunts across town. 

“Park Hill Baptist Church 
has been a traditionally 
strong mission-minded 

church,” said Harper. “She has been 
a leader in mission giving gifts in 
years past. Our goal is to get more 
involved in ‘practical hands-on mis-
sions,’ which will encourage more 
financial involvement. As projects 
are done, our folks seem to be more 
aware of local and foreign missions’ 
needs. In turn, they are able to be 
personally involved and put names 
and faces together, as well as support 
other projects in other areas.”

He noted the impact the 2012 
missions initiative had on young 
people.

“I think it is helping our children 
and youth to get a better missions 
education than just sitting and talk-
ing about missions,” he said. “They 
have opportunities to do missions. 
That is contagious.”

“Missions births missions as peo-
ple discover the needs of others and 
their own ability to make a differ-
ence in the lives of others,” Harper 
added. “Most people genuinely want 
to help others and often do so with-
out anyone else’s knowledge. Mis-
sions is people caring for the needs 

of others in Jesus’ name. And all of 
us receive a huge blessing in giving 
of ourselves.” 

Read a  sidebar below on the 
Arkansas Bible Project for another 
example of Park Hill missions at 
work. 

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org. 

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Almost 7,500 
pounds of Bibles were collected through the 
Arkansas Bible Project, a ministry initiated by 
Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 
the goal of which was to put unused Bibles 
back into circulation. 

“I like to think of it as putting God’s Word 
to work. We want to provide a simple way for 
people to make an eternal difference,” said 
Garrick Conner, discipleship pastor at Park 
Hill.

The Bible ministry was one of more than 
65 mission projects the church took part in 
during 2012 in honor of its 65th year.

The idea for the Arkansas Bible Project 
came to Conner as he was sitting in his of-
fice.

“I turned in my chair and glanced at my 
bookshelves, and something just jumped out 
at me,” said Conner. “I could see 10 or 12 Bi-
bles just sitting on my shelf. I began to think 
about the fact that there are many Christians 
who have multiple copies of God’s Word, but 
we rarely – if ever – actually use the majority 
of them. After all, we have our favorite one 
or two. 

“And the truth is that the only one happy 
about those unused Bibles is Satan himself.”

The Park Hill staff invited other churches 
and ministries to take part in the Bible collec-
tion, and many did.

To distribute the Bibles, Park Hill part-
nered with Book-Link International Inc., 

which Conner says is a “volunteer-only min-
istry organization that provides Bibles and 
resources to our IMB (International Mission 
Board) missionaries and some of their pastors 
and contacts overseas.”

Olin Williams, executive director of Book-
Link International, said Book-Link has 
shipped materials to more than 80 countries 
during its existence. He shared testimonials of 
those who received materials through Book-
Link. One man wrote, requesting that a Bible 
be sent, or if a whole Bible or New Testament 
could not be sent, that a few pages of one be 
sent. Book-Link was able to send the man a 
box of Bibles and Christian materials.

“We are very grateful for the opportunity 
to assist Arkansas Baptists in carrying out the 
Great Commission by shipping Bibles gath-
ered through the Arkansas Bible-gathering 
project. It is very heartwarming to know that 
fellow Baptists still are serving together in the 
cause of Christ,” Williams said.

Conner called coordinating the project a 
“joy,” and said the project “grew from a simple 
idea into an effort involving over 100 church-
es and ministries throughout Arkansas.”

“By working together, we collected 7,467 
pounds of Bibles that will be used to reach 
and teach people all over the world,” he said.

“I’ve always believed in the power of team-
work,” said Ken Shaddox, senior pastor at 
Park Hill. “The Arkansas Bible Project is 
a great example of what can happen when 
churches work in cooperation. Joining togeth-
er to place Scripture in the hands of people is 
kingdom work.” 

Bible project puts many Bibles back into circulation 

Garrick Conner (left), discipleship pastor of Park Hill Baptist Church, and 
Lyla Bailey, outreach ministry assistant, pack boxes of Bibles as part of 
the Arkansas Bible Project. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Children take part in a Bible study in Ecuador in 
2012 (above). Park Hill members lead children 
in activities (right).
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Baugh Chapel Baptist Church is seeking re-
sumes for a bi-vocational pastor. Resumes 
will be taken through the month of January 2013. 
Mail to Pastor Search Committee, 5570 Hwy. 319 
W., Austin, AR  72007 or email to susiespencer89@
yahoo.com.

The Board Camp Baptist Church is receiving re-
sumes for full-time pastor. Please mail resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, Board Camp Baptist 
Church, 107 Polk 63, Mena, AR 71953. Deadline for 
receiving resumes is Jan. 31, 2013.

A bi-vocational pastor wanted: Salem 
Baptist Church, Hwy. 57 South, Stephens. Send re-
sume to John B. Moore, P.O. Box 295, Stephens, AR 
71764. Email: histteacher12@gmail.com. Phone: 
870-904-0757.

River Road Baptist Church in Redfield is seeking 
a part-time pastor. Send resumes to P.O. Box 
161, Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.
net. 501-397-2576.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

Briarwood Baptist Church in Cabot, is seeking a 
pastor. Position will be part-time transitioning to 
full-time. Please submit resume and salary require-
ments in confidence to Pastor Search Team, Briar-
wood Baptist Church, 1872 Willie Ray Road, Cabot, 
AR 72023 or email to gpeters53@aol.com.

Bi-vocational pastor needs for Burlington 

Baptist Church in Omaha. Send resumes c/o 2269 
Lone Oak Dairy Road, Harrison, AR 72601.

Crosby Baptist Church in Searcy is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to 390 Panther Creek Road, Searcy, AR 
72143 or email darryl_womble@hotmail.com.

Calvary Baptist Church in Batesville, located in 
the Ozarks of north central Arkansas, is in search 
of a full-time pastor. The Sunday school at-
tendance is in the 80-100 range. We are seeking 
the man that God calls to lead this group of believ-
ers. Send resume to 1775 Lyon Street, Batesville, 
AR 72501 or email to cbcbatesville@gmail.com. 
www.calvarybatesville.net.

Calvary Baptist Church in West Siloam Springs, 
Okla., is accepting resumes for bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resume to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., West 
Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

New Antioch Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time senior pastor who is able to both preach 
and teach the Word of God effectively and lead the 
congregation into the next season of ministry. We 
have just completed the intentional interim process 
and are ready to move forward in serving our com-
munity. Senior pastor experience is preferred. We 
are a debt-free traditional Southern Baptist church 
with a long history in northeast Arkansas, located 
between Jonesboro and Paragould. This is a rap-
idly growing and economically strong area. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Search Team, New Antioch 
Baptist Church, 429 CR 960, Brookland, AR 72417, 
or email to newantiochbc@gmail.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Calvary NLR is seeking a part-time minister 
of music, as well as a pianist. All those inter-
ested, please call 501-945-4174. 

East Side Baptist Church of Fort Smith seeks a 
full-time children’s pastor (birth through 
6th grade) and a full-time worship pastor 
(blended music style). If interested, please contact 
the senior pastor at drew@eastsidebc.org.

Martindale Baptist Church in Little Rock, is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please submit resumes via email to pastor.
mbc.lr@gmail.com, or by U.S. mail to Pastor, 18900 
Colonel Glenn Road, Little Rock, AR 72210.

Central Baptist Association is seeking the indi-
vidual who knows that he is called specifically to the 
ministry of associational missionary. A.M. ex-
perience and/or training is helpful but not required. 
Resumes received only from those individuals who 
are called to the ministry of associational mission-
ary can be sent to Central Baptist Association, Attn: 
Search Committee, 928 W. South Street, Benton, AR 
72015. The deadline is Friday, Jan. 18, 2013.

Beech Street Baptist Church, Gurdon, is seek-
ing a student minister. Please send resumes to 
BSBC Personnel Committee, P.O. Box 408, Gurdon, 
AR 71743.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time minister of youth and music. Prayer-
fully send resume First Baptist Church, Search Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, AR 71667 or email to 
detrimcghee@yahoo.com. Fax: 870-628-4184.

First Baptist Church of Corning, is currently ac-
cepting resumes for the position of associate 
pastor of students and music. This is a full-
time position. Experience in both areas preferred, 
but not required. The main emphasis of this posi-
tion is on student ministry, but the duties of lead-
ing music are also important. Please send your 
resume to rusty@corningfbc.com or mail it to First 
Baptist Church, Attn: Bro. Rusty, 701 West 3rd St., 
Corning, AR 72422.

Carey Baptist Association is seeking a new di-
rector of missions. For more information, see 
our website at www.careyassoc.org or send a re-
sume to DOM Search Committee, P. O. Box 1302, 
Lake Charles, LA 70602-1302.

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 12’x24’ insulated building, w/
pitched roof, H&A with paneled walls and carpet. 
Building is on skids, was used for Sunday school 
room. $10,000 / OBO. Contact Pastor Brian Thomas 
at 870-291-2214.

T-211-1 Series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Church bus for sale. 1991 Blue Bird, 106,000 
miles, good condition, $9,000. Contact Lake 
Hamilton Baptist Church in Hot Springs: 501-525-
8339.

Response to 
Conn. shootings 
Parents, students and staff 
gathered in prayer around 
the flagpole at Springhill 
Elementary School in Bryant 
Dec. 19  following the shoot-
ing at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Connecticut. They 
prayed for their own children, 
school, teachers and princi-
pals, as well as for families in 
Connecticut who lost loved 
ones. Children of a number of 
Arkansas Baptists attend the 
school.

Daniel Johnson (right) from Russellville, received the Doctor of Ministry degree from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary Dec. 15. Johnson, minister to students at First Baptist Church, Dover, is 
married to Shelli Johnson. He has a Master of Divinity degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia. He is pictured with Chuck Kelley, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary presi-
dent.

NOBTS graduation

Tena Hauk (with scissors), site coordi-
nator for the new Christian Women’s 
Job Corps (CWJC) site in Lonoke, cel-
ebrates with other CWJC volunteers at 
the ribbon cutting for the site. CWJC 
is a ministry of Woman’s Missionary 
Union.

CWJC ribbon cutting

Classifieds are posted at:
www.arkansasbaptist.org
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791 ext. 5155 or 

nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

WALNUT RIDGE – Robert Bosch 
Tool Company has presented a gift 
to the annual scholarship fund at 
Williams Baptist College. Steve 
Engelken, operations manager at 
the Walnut Ridge Bosch plant, and 
Nick Lee, human resources man-
ager at the plant, presented a check 
for $2,500 to Williams President 
Tom Jones and Brett Cooper, vice 
president for institutional advance-
ment, Dec. 21.

“Robert Bosch Tool Company is 
a good friend and a good neighbor 
to Williams Baptist College. Their 
gift to the annual scholarship fund 
each year benefits students directly 
and helps make a Williams edu-
cation possible for our students,” 
Jones said.

The Bosch Company operates a 
tool reconditioning facility in the 
Walnut Ridge Industrial Park.

Bosch company makes gift 
to Williams Baptist College

Robert Bosch Tool Company presents a gift to the annual scholarship fund at Williams Baptist 
College. From left: Steve Engelken, operations manager at the Walnut Ridge Bosch plant; Tom 
Jones, Williams president; Nick Lee, human resources manager at the plant, and Brett Cooper, 
vice president for institutional advancement at Williams.

William “Bill” R. Canary, 77, of 
Flippin, died Dec. 
26. He graduated 
from the Southwest-
ern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary 
School of Music and 
served as minister of 
music and pastor for 
churches in Texas, 
New Mexico and Ar-

kansas. Arkansas churches he pas-
tored included First Baptist Church, 
Yellville, and Mount Vernon Baptist 
Church, Mount Vernon. He served 
as the state music and student direc-
tor of the Alaska Baptist Convention 
from 1975 to 1979. He is preceded 
in death by his wife, Patsy Walker 
Canary; parents, and his sister. He is 
survived by two daughters, a grand-
son and two great-grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held Dec. 29 
at First Baptist Church, Yellville. 
Burial took place at Fairview Ceme-
tery near Flippin. Memorials may be 
made to Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Home, 16502 Lawson Road, Little 
Rock, AR 72210 or to Gideon’s In-
ternational, P.O. Box 997, Harrison, 
AR 72601.

Janet Lou Aldridge, 79, of Paron, 
died Dec. 26. She was retired from 
Farm Bureau and was a member 
of New Life Baptist Church, Alex-
ander, where her husband, Lester 
Aldridge, previously served as pastor. 
She taught Sunday school at various 
churches throughout the years. She 
was preceded in death by her par-

Obituaries

ents, two great-grandchildren, three 
brothers and a sister. 
Survivors include 
her husband of 63 
years, two daugh-
ters, three sons, 13 
grandchildren, 12 
great-grandchildren, 
a sister, two broth-
ers, numerous niec-
es and nephews and 

other relatives and friends. Funeral 
services were held Jan. 2 at New Life 
Baptist Church. Burial followed at 
Forest Hills Memorial Park in Alex-
ander.

Thomas C. Christmas, 82, of Der-
mott, died Dec. 21. 
Born in Montrose, 
he was a minister 
for 62 years, retired 
from Wells Lamont 
Corporation, a U. 
S. Navy veteran and 
a member of Com-
into Baptist Church, 
Dermott, where he 

served as pastor three times for 
a total of 28 years. He pastored mul-
tiple other churches, as well, during 
his 62 years of preaching. He was 
preceded in death by his parents. 
Survivors include his wife, Lois Bry-
ant Christmas; a son; a brother; two 
grandchildren, and five great-grand-
children.

Milestones

Fourteen people from Crossgate 
Church, Hot Springs, recently trav-
eled to Beautiful Feet Ministries 
in Fort Worth, Texas, to give their 
time, energy and  resources to serve 
the underprivileged and those who 
are homeless, living on streets and 
in cars. They taught in worship ser-
vices, prepared and served breakfasts 
and lunches to hundreds, packed hy-
giene bags, sorted and distributed 
clothes, handed out food and drinks 
to those on the streets, moved fur-
niture, prayed with individuals and 
many other ministry activities.

Anthony Rhodes, former pastor 
of worship and education at Life 
Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, re-
cently graduated from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary with a 
Master of Divinity degree. He is now 
serving as pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Wetumpka, Ala.

Church life

On the move
Ken Jerome is serving on the staff 

of First Baptist Church, Blytheville, 
as intentional interim pastor.

J.D. Cariker is serving as youth 
pastor of Pee Dee Baptist Church, 
Clinton.

William Kenneth Thornton 
is serving as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff.
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God created man in His image 
(Gen. 1:26-27). The basic purpose 
for our creation was given to us by 
God in Genesis 1:28, which says, “Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every liv-
ing thing that moveth 
upon the earth.”  

Genesis 1:31 says all 
God’s creation “was 
very good.”

Everything God 
created was good, and 
until we messed it up, 
it was in harmony and 
balance. The monu-
mental Roe vs. Wade 
decision in 1973 mak-
ing abortion legal in 
the United States began another 
process of man thinking he knows 
best and bringing disastrous con-
sequences. Since 1973, millions of 
babies have been killed for the sake 
of convenience. The mass destruc-
tion of these children will have far-
reaching consequences. 

Millions of children were never 
raised, meaning they will never buy 
clothes, shoes or other commodities 

made in our state. How many cars 
were never bought because of the 
millions of 18- to 30-year-olds never 
born to need a car? Consequently, 
several factories in Arkansas that 
made parts for those automobiles 
that were never bought have closed 

their doors. The doctor 
with the capacity to cure 
cancer may have been 
put to death before he 
or she was ever born. 

Millions of tax dol-
lars will never be paid 
because those children 
were never born. Social 
Security is in trouble 
because those children 
were not born to pay 
into the system. We have 
seen increases in the cost 
to us, as well as the possi-

bility that unless something is done, 
the system will be bankrupt in our 
children’s lifetime if not before. 

Sin always has consequences, and 
just letting things continue to prog-
ress is not the answer. Since we have 
not valued life, the generation that is 
coming to power will now make de-
cisions to let us know at what point 
they need to let us just die. God, for-
give us for not listening to You.

Bill Scroggs
pastor

First Baptist, Petit Jean

We’ve heard the expression, 
“Well, I can only hope.” Man de-
scribes hope as wanting or wishing 
for something with confident expec-
tation. But it leaves the door open 
for what may or may not happen. 

For the Christian, hope is al-
together different. Peter 
said that God through 
“His great mercy has 
caused us to be born 
again to a living hope” 
(1 Pet. 1:3). He called 
hope “living,” mean-
ing that it is active and 
alive because we have a 
Savior who rose bodily 
from the grave. Hope, 
for the Christian, is 
not wishful thinking 
or what may or may 
not happen. Christian 
hope is the absolute as-
surance that God’s promises are true 
because Christ rose from the grave. 

Hope is the absolute assurance 
that – no matter the adversity you 
are facing – God’s love for you never 
wavers. Hope is the absolute assur-
ance that, even in tragedy, eternal 
life remains certain and that in no 
circumstance will God’s salvation let 
you go. Jesus’ resurrection guaran-

tees that nothing in this cold, brutal 
world can change the promises of 
God. Our hope is active and alive.

What does hope have to do with 
Obadiah’s message of judgment? 
From the time of Jacob and Esau 
(Edom from Esau’s line), Edom 

had been a thorn in the 
side of Israel. Obadiah 
announced that God 
would soon bring down 
the arrogance and pride 
of Edom. The sin of 
pride was their undo-
ing. 

Verse 4 says, “‘Though 
you build high like the 
eagle, though you set 
your nest among the 
stars, from there I will 
bring you down,’ de-
clares the Lord.”

The message of judg-
ment is expanded in verse 15, which 
says, “For the day of the Lord draws 
near on all the nations.”

Every people group will face judg-
ment. But Obadiah also points out 
that there is hope in judgment. Verse 
17 says, “But on Mount Zion there 
will be those who escape.” 

The Christian hope and assur-
ance is that we will escape.

David McCord
pastor

First Baptist, Mena

The warnings have been pro-
claimed and the arguments given. 
The charges were read, and all was 
ignored. Our forefathers warned us 
about many of the pitfalls we would 
face while enjoying our liberties. 

Psalms 33:12 says, 
“Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord; 
and the people whom 
he hath chosen for his 
own inheritance.” 

The wise writer 
of Proverbs 14:34 re-
minds us, “Righteous-
ness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to 
any people.” 

We Americans have 
not listened to the 
warnings God has given 
us, just like the people in Amos’ 
time. We have forsaken God’s Law. 
We have not heeded the directions 
God has given us in His Word. We 
have not learned from the recorded 
history even though most of us have 
a copy of it in our hands.

Amos 6:1a warns, “Woe to them 
that are at ease in Zion, and trust in 
the mountain of Samaria.” 

This warning could be updated 
and given to our America. Econom-

ically, we find ourselves at ease in 
our prosperity. We have a wealthy 
class of politicians who oppress the 
poor, keeping them dependent on 
the crumbs from the table instead 
of encouraging true freedom and op-

portunity for all. 
We relax in comfort, 

trusting our wealth, 
which is crumbling. We 
place our trust for protec-
tion in our military, for-
getting the deliverance of 
the Lord in our country’s 
early days. We trust the 
weapons systems that are 
in place. And then we 
sit back and say, “Look 
at what we built. If we 
can dream it up, we can 
bring it to pass.” 

We have become as the people 
building the Tower of Babel in Gen-
esis 11:4, who said, “Go to, let us 
build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven; and let 
us make us a name.” 

Is God once again bringing a 
myriad of languages to confuse us 
and keep us from making an altar 
to ourselves? God, forgive us when 
we see ourselves as more than clay 
in Your hand.

JANUARY 27, 2013

The problem of misplaced priori-
ties is one as old as time itself. Hag-
gai exposed the misplaced priorities 
of Judah following the Babylonian 
exile. The “second year of Darius” 
(Hag. 1:1) is identified as 520 B.C., 
nearly 18 years after 
Cyrus, the Persian king, 
issued a decree that 
the Jews could return 
home.

Haggai is a short 
Book with only 38 vers-
es, but Haggai’s mes-
sages sparked a revival 
among the nation’s 
leaders and people. His 
call was a return to God 
through the rebuilding 
of the temple in Jeru-
salem that lay in ruins 
since Jerusalem’s fall to Babylon in 
587 B.C. 

Haggai’s message to the leader-
ship and people of Judah is simple. 
One, return to the Lord. Haggai’s 
message comes straight from the 
heart of God. Nearly every verse re-
minded the people that this was the 
Lord’s message to them: “says the 
Lord” (Hag. 1:2), “the word of the 
Lord” (Hag. 1:3), etc. Just as Hag-
gai’s message was centered on the 

Lord, the people heard that their 
lives must also be centered on the 
Lord. The people had become preoc-
cupied with their own comfort while 
the house of God lay in ruins (Hag. 
1:2-4). Haggai’s call is to center our 

lives in the Lord. 
Two, consider the 

consequences of mis-
placed priorities (Hag. 
1:5-6). As Haggai begins 
his message, God was 
not even on the people’s 
list of priorities. Their 
concern was economic 
security, but even that 
was lacking. In verse 6, 
not only were they short 
of basic necessities, but 
what they did have did 
not satisfy. The people 

were reaping the consequences of 
their indifference to God. Haggai 
knew that before the people could 
rebuild the temple, they needed to 
return to the Lord. 

Christ’s lordship is more than 
just making Him our highest prior-
ity. His lordship is about Jesus being 
Lord over every priority we have in 
life. 

Our need, like the people of 
Judah, is to return to the Lord.

David McCord
pastor

First Baptist, Mena

Bill Scroggs
pastor

First Baptist, Petit Jean
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Obadiah: a message of God’s justice
OBADIAH 1-4, 15-18

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:JANUARY 20, 2013JANUARY 20, 2013JANUARY 20, 2013

Value all human life
GENESIS 1:26-27; EXODUS 1:15-17; PSALM 139:13-16; MARK 10:13-16

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013

Court is in session!
AMOS 5:4-6,18-24; 6:1A, 4-7

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:
JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013JANUARY 27, 2013

Haggai: a message of hope
HAGGAI 1:1-6

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
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Comm./Media Conf.
set for Feb. 22 in LR
LITTLE ROCK – The first-ever joint 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) and 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC)-sponsored communications 
and media conference will be held 
Feb. 22 at the Baptist building in 
Little Rock.

The con-
ference will 
be held from 
10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and 
will offer 
an overview 
and individ-
ual breakout 
sessions on  
a variety of church communications 
and media topics.

Topics will include church com-
munications and public relations, 
composing church newsletters, pub-
lication design and church media 
(social media, audiovisual, sound 
and technology). 

The conference is free, but lim-
ited to 75 pre-registered participants. 
Lunch is provided.

Conference leaders are Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor; Jessica Vander-
pool, ABN assistant editor, and Matt 
Ramsey, ABSC director of commu-
nications.

“We are excited to offer this com-
prehensive conference on communi-

cations free 
of charge 
to Arkansas 
Baptists in 
partnership 
with the 
A r k a n s a s 
Baptist State 
C o n v e n -
tion,” said 

Yarbrough. “It will be a great experi-
ence for those attending.”

The conference is designed for 
pastors, other church staff and vol-
unteers who want to improve their 
communication skills and tactics as 
they seek to further the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, said Yarbrough.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/
cmc. 

Yarbrough Vanderpool Ramsey
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Read profiles, a directory
of Arkansas evangelists

Evangelism section
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Camp Siloam receives 
anonymous 96K gift

Big donation

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews
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Top 10 stories 
chosen by 
ABN staff

Arkansas Baptist News
P.O. Box 552 

Little Rock, AR  72203

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Arkansas Baptist News: 
Your partner in ministry

Go to www.arkansasbaptist.org to subscribe 
to the ABN or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153

The ABN is committed to telling the story of 
God’s work among His people in the Natural 
State. The ABN provides subscribers with news, 
features and other important information they 
need to know. Church, group and individual 
plans are available to meet the needs of any 
budget. Additionally, the ABN can publish your 
church newsletter – saving you time and money! 
For more information, call the number below or 
visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe.

Access the Arkansas Baptist 
News on your mobile device!
The ABN is on the Web with breaking news, 
special online exclusives, multimedia content 
and much more. Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org 
on your PC or mobile device.
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