
Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901
EWS

Inside:
– Jones named ABN Father of Year
– Immanuel Baptist expands campus
– Fed. court blocks Ark. abortion ban
– Lay Renewal revives Ark. churches
– Arkansas DR responds to floods

Volume 114, Number 12 June 18, 2015

Students gather for worship, 
drama and teaching in Harrison

800 attend 
#HowToLife
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The ABN classifieds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 13.
The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Changes to IMB key 
to reaching lost world

South Side celebrates The Refuge
Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

REDFIELD – An old movie 
rental building has been trans-
formed into a vibrant place of 
worship and ministry through 
The Refuge church, a church 
plant of South Side Baptist 
Church in Pine Bluff.

June 7 marked a special day 
of celebration and dedication 
of The Refuge. As South Side 
members gathered to mark the 
new church’s independence 
at a renovated former Movie 
Gallery building in Redfield, 
which is in the process of being 
purchased by The Refuge.

The worship service was 
kicked off with music by a 
worship team and a welcome 
by Justin Ross, senior pastor of 
The Refuge. 

“The state convention that 
has poured so much money 
into this church, and our asso-
ciation that has poured money 
into this church and you that 

have given so much into this 
church – what you have done 
was not in vain because we 
are sharing the gospel, we are 
baptizing and we will get to the 
point one day when we take a 
group of people from The Ref-
uge and we go and we plant 
another church and spread the 
gospel around this region,” 
Ross said.

Matt Weaver, senior pas-
tor of South Side, spoke from 
Joshua 1:10 about the power 
of biblical partnership, em-
phasizing a “servant mindset,” 
“submissive spirit,” “surren-
dered will,” “sacred trust” and 
“steadfast resolve.” 

The service also included 
the baptism of one of the new-
est Refuge members. About 30 
individuals who were members 
of South Side prior to The Ref-
uge constituting were granted 
their letters and issued as char-
ter members.

The Refuge had its first ser-
vice in September 2013. 

“I was preaching in both lo-
cations, and our praise team 
was doing the music in both 
locations for about a year (to) 
a year and a half,” said Weaver. 
“Then we called Pastor Justin 
on to the staff at South Side, 
and he began to slowly take 
the role of senior pastor of it 

Editor’s Note: This is a follow-up 
to a story published in the May 
21 edition of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News titled “IMB opens door 
to new pathways for service.” The 
story may be read online at arkan-
sasbaptist.org/imbpathways.

RECENT CHANGES 
in the way the Interna-
tional Mission Board 
(IMB) deploys mission-
aries will help South-
ern Baptists fulfill the 
Great Commission 
and reach the world 
for Jesus Christ, say 
an Arkansas Baptist 
pastor who currently 
serves as IMB trustee 
and a former IMB mis-
sionary who resides in 
the state.

Stuart Bell, IMB 
trustee and senior 
pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Centerton, 
and Ron West, for-
mer missionary to Taiwan 
and a member at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
commented on the new policy 
changes recently in an inter-
view for the ABN Podcast.

David Platt, IMB president, 
announced changes to path-
ways for service for Southern 
Baptists at the May 12-13 trust-
ee meeting in Louisville, Ky. 
Platt said at the time the mul-
tiple pathways to service for 

missionaries will carry 
with them different 
qualifications, allow-
ing some who previ-
ously were not allowed 
to serve to be deployed 
on the field.

“When you hear 
‘pathway,’ think ‘possi-
bilities’ – all the possi-
ble ways that people in 
the pews of Southern 
Baptist churches might 
serve overseas: as doc-
tors, teachers, accoun-
tants, lawyers, fitness 
instructors, rickshaw 
drivers, students, retir-
ees,” Platt said at the 
meeting.

Prior to the May 
meeting, miscellaneous poli-
cies existed for career, appren-
tice, Journeyman, Internation-
al Service Corps (ISC) and 

Members of South Side Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, and The Refuge church, Redfield, gather around Refuge Pastor Justin Ross 
(center) for a prayer of dedication. At top is Matt Weaver, pastor of South Side Baptist Church, which planted The Refuge.

ABCHomes launches foster ministry
Stella Prather
ABCHomes

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) is expanding its 
ministry to link Arkansas 
Baptist churches with the 
needs of the large and grow-
ing foster care community.

ABCHomes is launching 

“Connected” foster care minis-
try to provide and/or mobilize 
resources needed to make fos-
ter care successful in Arkansas, 
while giving Baptist churches 
an opportunity to take an ac-
tive role in ministry to foster 
care children, families and 
state foster care workers.

Beginning this summer, AB-
CHomes is piloting the Con-
nected ministry among sev-

eral churches in the North 
Pulaski Baptist Association 
(NPBA). ABCHomes lead-
ers plan to later expand the 
Connected ministry in other 
Baptist associations in the 
state.

The program will help 
establish a structure for the 
foster community; recruit, 

See FOSTER page 8

See REFUGE page 7 See IMB page 6
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Pastor and former BGCT 
president dies at 69
 
SUGAR LAND, Texas – 
Phil Lineberger, pastor 
of Sugar Land Baptist 
Church near Houston 
and former president of 
the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas, died 
May 31, reported The Bap-
tist Standard. Lineberger 
“lost a battle with depres-
sion and took his own 
life,” son-in-law and fam-
ily spokesman Brian Seay 
said. Lineberger is the 
former pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, and Calvary Baptist 
Church, Huntsville. Line-
berger had been on medi-
cal leave from the church 
since mid-March of this 
year. He graduated from 
the University of Arkan-
sas and also earned a mas-
ter’s degree and doctorate 
from Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 
He was a regent at Baylor 
University and William 
Jewell College and a trust-
ee at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. He also served as 
a director of Associated 
Baptist Press, now Baptist 
News Global. 

SBC reports more 
churches, less members
NASHVILLE (BP) – 
Southern Baptists are 
adding more churches 
but serving fewer mem-
bers who are giving fewer 
dollars, 2014 data com-
piled by LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources shows. 
The number of cooperat-
ing churches within the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention rose for the 15th 
consecutive year, but the 
churches lost more than 
200,000 members, the 
biggest one-year decline 
since 1881, according to 
the Annual Church Pro-
file (ACP) compiled by 
LifeWay. Average atten-
dance, baptisms, giving 
and undesignated church 
receipts also declined last 
year, according to Life-
Way.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Jay Jones named ABN Father of Year
MONTICELLO – Jay Jones, 
51, a deacon at First Baptist 
Church, Monticello, has been 
named the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) 2015 Father of 
the Year.

He was nominated by 
his 21-year-old son, Brooks 
Jones, a member of Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
and a student at Arkansas 
State University, as part of 
the ABN A Tribute to Godly  

Fathers essay contest.
For his nomination essay, 

Brooks Jones submit-
ted a blog post he had 
written in honor of his 
father. In the post, he 
recounts all the ways 
his father has provided 
for his family and set a 
godly example.

“Yes, Dad has al-
ways met our physical 
needs. Yes, Dad has always 

encouraged and challenged 
us spiritually,” he wrote. “But 

maybe even more 
meaningful than that, 
Dad reflects the image 
of Christ in a way that 
makes the idea of a 
loving Father who 
unconditionally loves 
me not so far-fetched. 
Through the way my 
dad treats my mother 

and simply lives his life on a 

daily basis, it is much easier for 
me to grasp the idea of a heav-
enly Father who is ultimately 
The Provider, whose love for 
me took Him to the cross.”

Jay Jones was presented with 
a gift card during the June 14 
worship service at First Bap-
tist.

He and his wife, Karyn, 
have four children. 

Read the full story in a fu-
ture edition of the ABN.

Jones

Immanuel Baptist purchases former Kroger
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – When Gary 
Hollingsworth, pastor of Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, came to the church by 
invitation of the church’s pas-
tor search committee in 2007, 
he recalls one of the men on 
the committee pointing to the 
Kroger located just south of 
the church’s sanctuary.

“Should the Kroger prop-
erty ever come available, we 
would very much like to pur-
chase it,” Hollingsworth recalls 
one of the men saying.

After the Kroger closed its 
doors recently, Immanuel Bap-
tist seized the opportunity to 
expand their campus. On May 
31, the churched voted, with 
the vast majority of members 
in favor of buying the prop-
erty. According to Holling-
sworth, the church should 
close on the building in late 
June or early July.

Located adjacent to Im-
manuel Baptist’s campus on 
North Shackleford Road in 

West Little Rock, the former 
Kroger sits on 4.8 acres and 
connects directly with the rest 
of the church’s campus.

Hollingsworth said the 
church has not yet decided 
how they will use the new 
building, but it will immedi-
ately use the more than 200 
parking spaces located on the 
property for overflow parking 
for church services and events.

Hollingsworth said Imman-
uel wanted to buy the proper-
ty when the church relocated 
from downtown Little Rock 
in 2003. He said the church 
originally wanted between 40 
and 50 acres but eventually 
settled on 25 with the hope 
of expanding in the future as 
God allowed.

“You can kind of fast-for-
ward now, not just the eight 
years that I have been here, but 
that is fast-forwarding about 
15 years. One of the things 
that we are trusting is that it 
just wasn’t God’s time for us 
to have the property then. But 
it apparently is God’s time for 
us to get the property now,” 

said Hollingsworth.
The church hopes to use the 

new southern edition to their 
campus to better serve their 
community, especially in ways 
that their current facilities do 
not allow, said Hollingsworth.

Immanuel currently rents 
space for storage of food 
bank supplies. Hollingsworth 
said one possible use for the 

newly acquired building could 
be to house their food bank 
and allow individuals from 
the community to access it  
directly.

In addition to better facili-
tating existing ministries of the 
church and possibly providing 
additional education space, 
Hollingsworth is praying that 
the new property will allow 
new ministries to form. Some 
possible examples include 
providing job training for 
members of the surrounding 
community or providing after-
school programs for children.

“This will give us a little 
different look of a front door 
to the community. And so for 
that reason, we do believe it 
will serve us well into the fu-
ture,” said Hollingsworth. 

“I really believe this will best 
position the church for minis-
try for many years to come. … 
We believe this is going to be 
a great way to serve our com-
munity and hopefully do local 
evangelism better.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gary Hollingsworth, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, stands in front 
of a former Kroger property, which the church is purchasing. The church’s main 
campus can be seen on the hill in the background. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Federal court blocks Arkansas abortion ban
THE U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 8th Circuit blocked 
an Arkansas law May 27 
banning abortions after 12 
weeks of pregnancy, accord-
ing to media reports.

The 12-week abortion 
ban was sponsored by Ar-
kansas Sen. Jason Rapert 
and passed in 2013. Gov. 
Mike Beebe vetoed the law, 
but the Arkansas Legislature 
voted to override the veto.

The law required abor-
tion providers to perform 
an ultrasound and check for 
a fetal heartbeat. If a heart-

beat was detected and the 
pregnancy was at 12 weeks or 
greater, the individual would 
not be allowed to undergo an 
abortion. Exceptions in cases 
of rape and medical emergen-
cy were included in the law.

According to reports, the 
court stated that their decision 
was bound by a 1992 Supreme 
Court ruling, which upheld 
the right for women to have 
an abortion prior to the point 
a fetus is viable.

“The ruling goes on at 
length about how technology 
is pushing the point of viabil-

ity earlier and earlier. But 
it says the state of Arkansas 
presented no evidence that 
a 12-week-old fetus is ever 
viable,” reported Jennifer 
Ludden of National Public 
Radio (NPR).

Arkansas lawmakers have 
already approved a new bill 
banning most abortions be-
yond 20 weeks of pregnancy, 
according to media reports. 
The new bill will also double 
the period of time a woman 
is required to wait before 
having an abortion from 
one day to two days.
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Vietnam veterans to be 
honored during SBC
COLUMBUS, Ohio 
(BP) – Southern Baptists 
will say thank you to the 
nearly 9 million Ameri-
cans – including an esti-
mated 1 million Southern 
Baptists – who served in 
the Vietnam War during 
this year’s annual meeting 
in Columbus, Ohio, June 
16. The commemoration, 
coincides with a national 
effort signed into law by 
President Barack Obama 
in 2012 to honor Vietnam 
veterans during the 50th 
anniversary of key events 
during the war, culminat-
ing in 2025 marking its 
official end in 1975. The 
national commemoration 
effort aims to involve com-
munity groups through-
out the country, includ-
ing churches, in honoring 
Vietnam veterans.

Beating intensifies calls 
for Abedini release
TEHRAN, Iran (BP) – 
American Pastor Saeed 
Abedini has been “vi-
ciously” beaten in the Ira-
nian prison where he is 
being held for his Chris-
tian faith, the American 
Center for Law and Jus-
tice reported June 10, 
prompting renewed calls 
for Abedini’s release as a 
condition of any nuclear 
deal between the U.S. 
and Iran. “It is crucial to 
speak out for Saeed as we 
approach the June 30th 
deadline between the 
United States and Iran,” 
Abedini’s wife Naghmeh 
said in a June 10 Face-
book post. She added 
June 30 “is also Saeed and 
I’s 11th year anniversary.”
Naghmeh Abedini is 
scheduled to address the 
Pastors’ Wives Confer-
ence in Columbus, Ohio, 
June 15 preceding the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention Annual Meeting 
June 16-17. She will also 
briefly address the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference June 
15.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Student-led event draws 800 to Harrison
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HARRISON – One night. 
Hundreds of attendees. All 
student-led.

The March 11 event, 
dubbed “#HowToLife,” took 
place in the North Arkansas 
College gymnasium, attract-
ed 800 people – mostly high 
school students – and resulted 
in 75 faith decisions of vari-
ous types. But it wasn’t just 
the program itself that was led 
by students; students led every-
thing from the planning of the 
event to its implementation to 
the counseling of those who 
made decisions. 

“I’ve been in the area for 15 
years. It’s the largest Christian 
youth gathering that I’ve seen 
in the Harrison area,” said 
Bob Johnson, associational 
missionary for North Arkan-
sas Baptist Association in Har-
rison, whose daughter, Abi, 
was involved in the leadership 
of the event. “The thing that 
impressed me and my wife was 
that it was 100 percent stu-
dent-led.”

Johnson said a number of 
Southern Baptist churches 
were involved, including 
Northvale Baptist Church in 
Harrison, Bear Creek Springs 
Baptist Church in Harrison, 

Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church in Harrison, First Bap-
tist Church in Harrison and 
Eagle Heights Baptist Church 
in Harrison.

The event began to take 
form in the fall when 16-year-
old Jordan Whitmer, who has 
attended the Eagle Heights 
Baptist youth group, felt God 
encouraging him to consider 
how he could make a differ-
ence in his last year and a half 
of high school. 

Whitmer said he noticed 
that many of the students at 
his school were “underchal-

lenged” and “on the fence spir-
itually.” So he and his friends, 
many of whom are members 
of Southern Baptist churches, 
began planning an event that 
would encourage their peers to 
“take a stand for Jesus.”

Rick Whitmer, Jordan 
Whitmer’s father and senior 
director of mobilization for 
Ron Hutchcraft Ministries, 
said students from churches 
of various denominations and 
even multiple high schools em-
braced the event.

A small leadership group 
met during the school week 
and a larger group met on 
Saturdays to prepare. Church-
es and individuals donated 
money for expenses. Area busi-
nesses contributed coupons 
and prizes. 

Jordan Whitmer said the 
name “#HowToLife” came 
about when one of the lead-
ership team members tried to 
write “how to live.” The name 
stuck, and the students added 
the hashtag symbol (#) – often 
used in social media – to make 
the name catchy and contem-
porary. They wanted to com-
municate that “Jesus” was the 
answer to the question, “How 
do you do life?”

The leadership team talked 
to churches of various denomi-
nations and arranged for the 

March event to be a combined 
Wednesday night youth ser-
vice for local churches.

“My son’s gifting is in … 
this whole idea of leadership 
and networking together, and 
he’s just gone out and God has 
just opened up the doors to 
all these other students from 
these different high schools – 
you know, people who have 
never really connected before,” 
said Rick Whitmer.

The event included music, 
drama and speaking. Students 
formed three panels to ad-
dress common lies their peers 

face – lies that tell them (1) to 
“fit in,” (2) that “the future  
doesn’t matter” and (3) that 
they are “the boss” of their 
lives.

“This event gave God the 
opportunity to speak to people 
who otherwise may never give 
Him the chance throughout 
their normal day,” said Stacey 
Taylor, a student at Harrison 
High School. “God can reveal 
Himself to people at any mo-
ment He chooses, but I think 
God was waiting for this to 
happen.” 

At the end of the event, Jor-
dan Whitmer presented the 
gospel, and 75 people made 
faith decisions, such as salva-
tion and rededication deci-
sions. 

In addition, hundreds of 
students flooded the stage to 
declare, “My name is ___ and 
I stand for Jesus.”

Students were also able to 
connect with local youth min-
isters.

“It was a great opportu-
nity for multiple students to 
collectively gather and lead 
out, and we were able to see 
a good movement of the Lord 
through that,” said Josh Keck, 
associate pastor of youth and 
students at Eagle Heights Bap-
tist Church.

Jordan Whitmer explained 
he wants #HowToLife to be a 
“movement, not a moment”; 
and he hopes the March event 
was a catalytic event that 
sparked that movement. 

“I personally think this 
movement is great because 
it started by students having 
a passion to reach their lost 
friends and encourage those 
who are believers to stand up 
for their faith and live it out,” 
said Ryan Puls, associate pas-
tor of students and recreation 
at First Baptist Church. “And 
if we look back into history, 
the great movements of faith 

have been started by young 
people with the same passion 
and zeal for the Lord.”

A second, smaller #HowTo-
Life event was held in May to 
close out the school year and 
launch students into summer. 
Rick Whitmer said the topic 
was “how to have a no-regrets 
summer,” and students spoke 
about purity, making a differ-
ence through missions and 
having a consistent daily time 
with Jesus.

Jordan Whitmer said they 
plan to have more #HowTo-
Life events when school starts 
back up.

Regarding the size of the 
project he undertook as a high 
school student, Jordan Whit-
mer said there is “so much 
more that high school students 
and really any age students can 
be doing,” and he emphasized 
the importance of realizing 
many of their peers are “going 
to spend eternity away from 
God.”

“Yes, this is a big thing, but I 
feel like it’s obedience to God 
to be able to fulfill that Great 
Commission of going into all 
the world to just spread His 
Word and spread the gospel; 
and this is our way of taking 
it to our people,” said Jordan 
Whitmer, noting that students 
have lots of influence on their 
peers.

He said he wants the move-
ment to spread and for stu-
dents around the country to 
be challenged to take a stand 
for Jesus. 

Already, a number of other 
groups – some even from out 
of state – have expressed a de-
sire to hold their own #How-
ToLife events.

For more information about 
the #HowToLife movement or 
about holding an event, visit 
hashtaghowtolife.com.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

About 800 people gathered March 11 for the student-led #HowToLife event.

Students led all aspects – from the music to the drama to the message – of the 
#HowToLife event.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

ner was born a man and will 
always be a man because God 
made him and God doesn’t 
make mistakes.

Instead of making fun of 
this spectacle played out in 
the media, we need to pray for 

Jenner and 
men and 
women 
like him 
living in 
our coun-
try who 
are being 
led astray 

by the author of lies himself, 
the devil. We need to pray for 
them and for their salvation. 

While religious leaders have 
been ridiculed for condemn-
ing Jenner’s transformation, 
members of the press, the 
entertainment media and our 
own president have come out 
congratulating Jenner on Jen-
ner’s courage and standing 
for what “she” believes.

Friends, it doesn’t take a 
brain surgeon, or for that 

B ack when I was younger, 
there was a popular say-

ing that went something like, 
“Yeah, that was back in the 
day when men were men and 
women were women.”

At that time, it was said 
more as a 
humorous 
commen-
tary on the  
changing 
lifestyles of 
men and 
women in 
America 
and about the movement 
from rural to urban living.

Fast-forward to 2015 and it 
means something completely 
different, pointing to some-
thing unnerving and bizarre.

The past couple weeks our 
nation has watched as 65-year-
old Bruce Jenner has attempt-
ed to transform himself into 
a woman, all because he feels 
he was a woman born inside a 
man’s body.

I’ll say this straight up: Jen-

‘Caitlyn’ Jenner and the erosion of America

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

matter a spiritual giant of the 
faith, to see that our country 
is headed down a bad, bad 
road.

Like you, I am a proud 
Christian American. I often 
pray for the United States, 
for its leaders and its people 
– as I know you do – asking 
for God to richly bless our 
nation. When our president 
makes a point to congratulate 
a transgender man for cour-
age, we are in deep trouble.

More often these days I 
catch myself thinking: “Just 
why would God continue 
to bless the United States of 
America?”

After all, were we not the 
nation in the 1960s that 
helped usher in an enlight-
ened and liberated age of 
open drug use and promiscu-
ous sex? The catchphrase of 
the day was, “If it feels good, 
do it!”

And aren’t we the nation 
that in 1973 saw our Supreme 
Court legalize the killing of 

What if?
ping back into the dark age of 
discrimination and bigotry.  
President Barack Obama 
may even talk about using his 
phone and his pen.

If gay marriage is allowed, 
the opposite will be true. We 

who hold to 
traditional 
marriage will 
mourn the 
crumbling 
of our moral 
foundations 
while gay 
marriage sup-
porters will 

dance in the streets, celebrate 
on the steps of courthouses 
throughout the country and 
even reference the great Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.’s fight for 

Sometime this month the 
Supreme Court is expect-

ed to hand down what will be 
one of the most significant 
decisions since Roe v. Wade. 
The question that nine of the 
world’s most powerful people 
will answer 
is, “Does 
the Con-
stitution 
allow gay 
marriage 
or does it 
not?”  

Regard-
less of the 
outcome, there will be fall-
out. If traditional marriage 
prevails, homosexual rights 
supporters will cry foul and 
lament our government slip-

equality and social justice.  
So what if it happens? 

What if gay marriage is 
deemed constitutional? I re-
ally, really hope I am wrong, 
but I am bracing myself for a 
disappointing decision. Call 
me a pessimist, but I prefer 
the term “realist.” Justices 
Kagan and Ginsburg have 
already officiated gay marriage 
ceremonies, and while groups 
like the American Family As-
sociation have asked them to 
recuse themselves, they obvi-
ously did not. Decisions like 
this often come down to a 5-4 
split, and if that holds true, 
the deciding vote will likely be 
cast by Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy. Given the fact that he 
has already authored opinions 

that expand gay rights, the 
outlook for traditional mar-
riage is dim if the decision lies 
with him.   

One thing is certain. No 
matter the outcome, the 
political and social tide has 
turned in favor of it. The Jus-
tice Department has openly 
refused to enforce laws it 
deems unfavorable such as 
the Defense of Marriage Act. 
The recent “reveal” of Bruce, 
ahem, “Caitlyn” Jenner has 
put lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender lifestyles in the 
spotlight as more mainstream 
and normative.  

So friends, be prayerful but 
realistic. We have been expe-
riencing a major shift in the 
direction of our country for 

ViewPOint

Kim Reeder 
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church  

Tyronza

a long time. When we look 
around and see our Judeo-
Christian roots being yanked 
up in every corner of our 
nation, we could become dis-
couraged. We could take on a 
defeatist attitude and give in 
to what seems to be an unend-
ing barrage of anti-Christian 
sentiments. However, as I re-
flect on our culture and those 
of the thousands of years 
before us, I remember one 
thing. No matter what the 
United States Supreme Court 
decides, there is another Su-
preme Court Justice whose 
majority opinion will forever 
stand.

Kim Reeder is pastor of Bar-
ton Chapel Baptist Church in 
Tyronza.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

millions and millions of un-
born children in the name of 
“choice”? 

While I will continue to 
ask for God’s blessings on our 
nation, I urgently petition 

Almightly God to flood our 
land with His Holy Spirit, 
bringing revival among His 
people and spiritual awaken-
ing among the lost.

May it be so!
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Your Foundation is on the move

We walk by faith and not by sightFamily Matters
Make church a priority

R   ecently, our entire family 
visited a church together in 

another town and had a wonderful 
time worshipping in a new place. 
My two older children naturally 
observed different things about 
that church and 
began the process of 
discussing what they 
learned from that 
experience. It was a 
memorable oppor-
tunity to dialogue 
about the priority of 
attending church.

The children of 
families who attend one church 
all their lives sometimes struggle 
when they leave home because 
they haven’t had any experi-
ence visiting other churches and 
learning what to look for in a 
new church. Young adults won’t 
continue attending church just 
because they grew up attending 
church, so help them connect to a 
local church using these passages: 
Hebrews 10:24-25, Acts 2:42-44, 1 
Corinthians 12-13 and Ephesians 
4:11-16. 

Parents should discuss the bibli-
cal basis, benefits and blessings of 
being a church member. Unfortu-
nately, most children hear nega-
tive, critical and cynical comments 
about their church from parents. Is 
it any wonder why they struggle to 
stay engaged in church when they 
leave home?  

While serving as a Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry campus minister, 
I regularly led leaders to read a 
couple of chapters from Donald 
Whitney’s book “Spiritual Disci-
plines Within the Church.” The 
two chapters that I had them read 
were “Why Go to Church?” and 
“Why Join a Church?” My purpose 
was to help them discover the vital 
priority of being connected to a 
local church to mature in Christ. 
A more recent book your family 
might consider reading together 
is “I Am a Church Member” by 
Thom Rainer.

This summer, many families 
will travel, visit family, relax on 
vacation, travel to baseball tourna-
ments and tour college campuses. 
Be intentional about visiting a new 
church as you travel and be consis-
tent in attending your local church 
when home. The church experi-
ence you provide for your children 
now will lay the solid foundation 
for their future church involve-
ment. Make church a priority. 

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

L ast May, Bob Snell, director of media and communica-
tions at Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, and I had 

the opportunity to go to Nebraska and film a turkey hunt. 
Bob and cameraman Steve were in a ground blind on one 
side of a cornfield and Darrel – a good Arkansas turkey 
hunter – and I were in a ground blind 300 yards away on 
the other side of the corn field. It was 
47 degrees and raining. 

About 3 hours into the hunt, Bob 
texted me and said a Tom Turkey was 
on the other side of our ground blind. 
I showed the text to Darrel; he looked 
on that side of the blind and said, 
“No, those are just two hens.” Bob 
texted again and said the Tom Turkey 
(aka Long Beard) was about to walk 5 
yards away from the ground blind. Bob 
then texted these words: “SHOOT!!!!” I 
showed the texts to Darrel, and we both 
laughed; but when Darrel looked again, 
he said, “There is a Tom Turkey walking 
around the ground blind; you need to 
shoot now!” 

Well, needless to say, the turkey 
walked by 5 yards in front of our ground 
blind, and I shot three times, missing 
him every time. Am I embarrassed to tell 
that story? Yes! But, how did Bob see the 
turkey and we didn’t? Bob had a high-
powered, high-definition camera with a 
zoom lens and a pair of good binoculars. 
Bob saw something that we couldn’t see 
and he told me what to do. But since 
I couldn’t see the turkey, I didn’t trust 

Bob, and therefore, I wasn’t ready, and I missed out on a 
trophy Long Beard. 

Biblical faith is believing God, taking Him at His Word 
and acting on His Word, even when we can’t see. 

As 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NASB) says, “For we walk by faith, 
not by sight.” 

Faith is living a present lifestyle based 
upon the future promises and realities 
given to us by God. When we operate 
by our physical senses instead of trusting 
Christ, we doubt God’s character. In fact, 
we are calling God a liar and telling Him 
that we know better. Then we miss out on 
the best that God has for us. 

That is why it says in Hebrews 11:6 
(NASB), “And without faith it is impos-

sible to please Him.” 
Faith is not one way of pleasing God; faith 

is the only way to please God and gain His 
approval. How do we get this faith? The Bible 
is very clear. 

Romans 10:17 (NASB) says, “So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing by the word 
of Christ.” 

We don’t need more faith; we need more 
Jesus. Are you living a present lifestyle of faith 
regarding the promises and future realities 
of God’s Word in your marriage, parenting, 
finances, career, witnessing and church? Re-
member, “without faith it is impossible to 
please God” (Heb. 11:6)!

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention and senior pastor of Central 
Baptist Church in Jonesboro.

President’s
PersPectiVe

Archie Mason

A rkansas Baptists, I write you this month with great 
news. The Foundation will soon be moving into the 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) building, thus 
joining the Arkansas Baptist News and the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family Minis-
tries as agency tenants.

As I mentioned back in March, 
the most exciting and encouraging 
times for me personally have been the 
meetings with convention leadership 
regarding strengthening partnership 
and cooperation, as well as eliminating 
duplication. These meetings continued 
in helping us examine whether we were  
trusting God to provide for our current 
and future needs by putting to work 
what He provides. As described in the book “The Choice: 
The Christ-Centered Pursuit of Kingdom Outcomes,” 
“The focus on expansion of facilities shifts to considering 
our effectiveness in stewarding the resources we have (How 
do we build more? vs. What are we doing with what we 
have?).”  

Thankfully, as we worked through this process of self-
examination as an executive committee, we found encour-
agement and cooperation in the leadership at the ABSC. 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker,  ABSC executive director, and his 

staff were tremendous in helping us work through this de-
cision in how best to take the kingdom path in light of our 
servant’s existence. 

“A person should consider us in this way: as servants of 
Christ and managers of God’s mysteries.  
In this regard, it is expected of managers 
that each one of them be found faithful” 
(1 Cor. 4:1-2, HCSB).

The Arkansas Baptist Foundation exists:
– To serve the agencies, churches and 

institutions of the ABSC.
– To encourage God’s people to serve as 

obedient stewards.
– For the advancement of the kingdom 

of God.
I recently heard Tucker say that “the 

Baptist building is not the headquarters, but the servant 
quarters.” With that being the case, then this is the perfect 
home for the Arkansas Baptist Foundation as we exist to 
serve Arkansas Baptists. Please pray for us as we prepare to 
move this fall.

One additional prayer request: Please be in prayer for 
our children and youth as they attend summer camp in the 
coming months. This can be the most impactful and joy-
ous week of the year for these students.

Bobby Thomas is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

KingdOm 
 FOundatiOn 

Bobby Thomas

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 
Consider helping to secure the future of official news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to 
come by including the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact Bobby 
Thomas at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-0969.
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continued from page one
IMB
Masters program missionary 
appointees. Specific policy reg-
ulations covered issues of faith 
and practice, such as levels of 
education, history of divorce, 
teenage children in the home, 
the practice of a private prayer 
language and greater specific-
ity around baptism than the 
Baptist Faith and Message.

Policy changes
The changes mean consid-

eration to individuals now will 
be done on a case-by-case basis 
around the Baptist Faith and 
Message, instead of through 
additional blanket policies, 
said Platt.

Bell applauded the changes, 
adding that this ushers in a 
“significant time” for South-
ern Baptist missions.

“(As trustees) we have been 
praying with new President 
David Platt about the 
future of the IMB,” 
said Bell. “Dr. Platt 
spoke so eloquently 
in past meetings and 
including this recent 
one, just about the 
great need to get the 
gospel to the nations 
– talking in terms of 
not 5,000 missionar-
ies, but 100,000, and 
could we exponen-
tially increase those 
missionaries; and 
not just a few path-
ways, but in his phrase, ‘Many 
pathways.’ So we have been 
talking and praying as a board 
for some time about this. So it 
came to a vote this past meet-
ing. This is a pretty significant 
time for us.”

Bell said changes are neces-
sary to dramatically increase 
the number of Southern Bap-
tist missionaries deployed on 
the field and to turn the tide 
of declining IMB missionaries 
of recent years.

“When I first came on the 
board, we were at 5,800 mis-
sionaries, and the goal was 
to get to 7,000, then 8,000, 
10,000,” said Bell. “So in 
my time, we’ve reduced it 
to around 4,800-5,000, and 

now it is to go to 4,200. 
It’s like this is just going  
the wrong way.”

He said as trustees began 
discussing how to get more 
missionaries to the field, dis-
cussion naturally turned to the 
standards and qualifications of 
people appointed as missionar-
ies.

Controversial issues
That brought trustees to 

the discussion of controversial 
issues such as divorce, speak-
ing in tongues and baptism, as 
well as missionaries with chil-
dren and minimum seminary 
hour training.

“So I tell you, as I wrestled 
with this, several of us really 
had concerns, especially over 
tongues and the baptism issue 
– What church administered 
the baptism? … Was it immer-
sion? Was it after salvation? 
Those kind of things were 
very important to us,” said 
Bell, who added that Platt’s 

explanation during 
trustee debate of the 
issues convinced him 
making changes was a 
right thing to do.

“Dr. Platt put it 
into a context of the 
Baptist Faith and 
Message being the, 
in a sense, the guide 
for Southern Bap-
tists – and that as the 
Message becomes the 
standard, it is not 
necessary that we add 
other things to that,” 

he said.
Bell said theological train-

ing is an example. He used an 
illustration of an accountant 
residing in London.

“If he was an accountant 
at the office, say in London, 
and he was doing accounting, 
perhaps he would have less of 
theological training than per-
haps the church planter who is 
in South Asia,” he said. 

Regarding specific theologi-
cal issues, Bell added, “And 
then, when it came to those 
theological issues, tongues and 
baptism, those were concerns 
of mine as a pastor, … but 
something reassured my heart 
that we are at least able to say 
the Baptist Faith and Message 

will rein in any excesses, as well 
as strong, theological training 
from the field. And I know the 
folks that are in charge of that 
training process overseas, that 
I have a great deal of respect 
for.”

West emphasized in the 
interview that concerns over 
issues such as baptism and 
the use of a “private prayer 
language” were relatively new 
IMB policies.

“They (the policies) were 
passed about 10 years ago,” 
said West. “Take for instance 
the private prayer language. I 
was a missionary for 30 years. 
I’ve met hundreds of mission-
aries. I don’t know any that 
have used or promoted openly 
speaking in tongues or private 
prayer language. So this was 
not really an issue, not really a 
problem that was taking place 
at that time. But this policy 
was passed and really caused 
a lot of concern. The baptism 
issue is the same way.”

West said the new IMB pol-
icy looks to the Baptist Faith 
and Message as the baseline 
regarding the baptism issue.

“Ten years ago they (IMB 
trustees) put in some addition-
al requirements above what 
the Baptist Faith and Message 
said, basically that you needed 
to make sure you were baptized 
in a church that practiced se-
curity of the believer. The 
Baptist Faith and Message ba-
sically says it is by immersion 
and that it is a symbol of your 
faith and trust in Jesus Christ 
alone,” he said.

“Always in the appoint-
ment process you would be 
questioned about your belief 
in baptism. Anyone who had 
extra beliefs or said they were 
saved by their baptism would 
not have been appointed at 
that time. Really, there was 
another issue that was not a 
source of conflict until the pol-
icy was passed 10 years ago.”

West added the issue of di-
vorced persons serving as mis-
sionaries is more about bring-
ing a better standard to the 
process.

“I’ve had two pastors ask me 
about this who are concerned 
if we are going to start appoint-
ing divorced people to be mis-

sionaries. In fact, we have ap-
pointed divorced people be-
fore, but not as career,” West 
explained. “We’ve appointed 
them as short-term, MSC (Mis-
sionary Service Corps), ISC or 
for two to three years at a time. 
And they were awesome.”

West added, “Now, we are 
not talking about appointing 
people to be pastors, because 
we know this is not something 
we do in our churches. But 
there are churches that have 
divorced people that may serve 
as a secretary or in other sup-
port positions. So these people 
now have the option to be ca-
reer appointees and serve in 
these positions. Before, I know 
of people who were divorced, 
single people, who served 10 
to 15 years, doing practically 
the same work as other mis-
sionaries; the only difference 
was they were paid about two-
thirds the amount and they 
weren’t given the financial 
benefits other missionaries re-
ceived. I think it’s just saying, 
you know, we’re going to apply 
the same figure throughout 
whether short-term or career 
in each case.”

Planning for the future
Bell emphasized that the 

IMB must learn to be creative 
in order to maximize its mis-
sion force in the future.

“Truly, the way many more 
people are going to get to the 
field will have to be done in 
more creative ways. That, to 
me, is the ultimate part of 
what we’re discussing, to say 
that we’ve got to get more to 
the field now, and that’s the 

burden in the heart of our 
president,” he said. “I’m con-
vinced if there were issues on 
the field that they would be 
dealt with on a case-by-case 
basis.”

West said he suspected the 
new IMB policies mirror the 
policies of many Southern 
Baptist churches today, includ-
ing Platt’s former church, The 
Church at Brook Hills in Bir-
mingham, Ala.

“The emphasis is on getting 
more career missionaries on 
the field, but also short-term 
missionaries, more churches, 
mission groups coming out. … 
These people in our churches 
were already much like the 
new policies that are being 
mentioned right now,” he said.

Both Bell and West agreed 
the new policies better posi-
tion Southern Baptists to stra-
tegically reach the world for 
Jesus Christ.

“I want our members, 
Southern Baptists, to know 
there is no better mission 
sending agency in the world 
than the International Mission 
Board. You can trust them to 
be worthy of your support and 
your respect,” said West.

“My burden having been 
to the field in South Asia 
several times myself now, my 
burden on my heart is some-
how we as a state convention, 
and other state conventions, 
should seriously consider how 
much money we keep in the 
state of Arkansas and get more 
funds to the field. If Arkansas 
Baptists could lead the way in 
that, it would be a tremendous 
thing,” Bell concluded.

Listen to a podcast 
about the IMB’s 
recent changes 
regarding the deploy-
ment of missionaries, 
at arkansasbaptist.
org/abn-podcast

David Platt, president of the International Mission Board, addresses the organiza-
tion’s new “pathways for service” for Southern Baptists May 12-13 in Louisville, Ky.
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REFUGE
(The Refuge) as it grew toward 
independence.”

“I had no idea when I was in 
North Carolina that this was 
even an option or that this was 
here,” Ross said. “But 
when you look back, 
you just see God’s 
hand moving us and 
at the same time that 
we were being moved, 
moving the hand of 
South Side to plant 
this church here in 
Redfield.”

Through Ross’ 
leadership, a true vi-
sion for The Refuge 
was established. In 
January 2015, the 
church began operat-
ing on its own under 
a six month “trial pe-
riod” as a final test to 
ensure stability. Today, they 
have about 60 people on roll  
and average 40 on a typical 
Sunday. While the congrega-
tion is made up of various 
ages, the majority of attend-
ees, and the church’s primary 
targets within the community,  

are younger families.
“I was dreaming about a 

church that had a casual atmo-
sphere and would have good 
music,” Ross said. “I always 
dreamed of a church where 
the carpet wasn’t sacred so 
you could bring your food and 
your coffee into worship and 

not be a problem. I dreamed 
of fun classes for kids, a church 
that kids would want to go to 
and so that has kind of been 
our emphasis.”

For those involved, the 
dedication was a milestone in 
The Refuge’s journey to build-

ing a unique identity, one 
that still involves South Side,  
but in a different way.

“That was what (the dedi-
cation) was about, … moving 
away from being a mission 
church or a plant of South 
Side, and The Refuge kind of 
coming into its own,” Ross ex-

plained. “We are still 
connected to each 
other, but instead of 
South Side being our 
main sponsor and 
main funder, they go 
to a more encourag-
ing role.” 

After seeing the 
work done through 
The Refuge, South 
Side is now embark-
ing on a new church 
planting adventure 
called The Catalyst 
church.

“It is God’s heart, 
it is not our heart, 
that we follow, and to 

God it doesn’t matter how big 
you are; it just matters whether 
or not you are willing to walk 
in faithful obedience with 
Him,” Weaver said. “We are a 
very small congregation but we 
had a heart to follow the heart 
of God, and His heart was to 

see new churches planted in 
the region. We identified an 
area where we felt like there 
was a need for a new church, 
and God opened those doors 
and we could not help but 

walk through them when He 
opened them up. And so don’t 
look at your size; look at the 
size of the God you serve.”

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org

The praise band plays during The Refuge dedication service. The 
Refuge church (right) meets in a former Movie Gallery location.
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facilitate and provide training 
for foster families, in accor-
dance with the Arkansas Di-
vision of Children and Fam-
ily Services (DCFS); facilitate 
multichurch partnerships, 
and help improve the child 
welfare system through the  
involvement of the local 
Church.  

Hands-on support for fos-
ter families will be provided 
through local NPBA church-
es. Theses support services 
include prepared meals for 
foster families upon arrival of 
a foster child, babysitting, tu-
toring, respite care, transporta-
tion, food/clothing closets and 
school supplies. 

In addition, Connected will 
link partnering NPBA church-
es with DCFS workers, offer-
ing support, encouragement 
and other needed services. As-
sistance for birth families will 
also be obtainable through 
local churches.

“While many resources are 
available through Arkansas 
ministries to foster families, 
our state currently lacks a sys-
tem for the coordination of 
resources,” said Derek Brown, 
ABCHomes Little Rock area 
director. “When the Church 
plays a direct role in shaping 
the foster community through 
a vision of child welfare mis-
sions, a dramatic impact on 
the system can be expected. 
This impact includes increased 
longevity, decreased family 
stress and reduction of failed 

continued from page one
FOSTER

Lay Renewal calls all Ark. Baptists to be on mission
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

NOT EVERY Christian is 
called to be a pastor, 
but according to Jerry 
and Sherry Haws, that 
doesn’t let lay Chris-
tians off the hook.

Jerry and Sherry 
Haws are Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) missions 
team members. The 
couple heads up the 
ABSC’s Church Re-
newal Journey, a series 
of weekend retreats 
that focus on equip-
ping lay church mem-
bers with the tools and 
strategies necessary to 
define, and be obedi-
ent to, God’s call on 
their lives.

“We have a lot of people in 
churches in our state that say, 
‘I’m just a layman,’” said Jerry 
Haws. “No, you are an heir to 
the King. You have a mission, 
you have a work that you can 
do and He has uniquely gifted 
you to do that.”

The Church Renewal Jour-
ney is com-
posed of five 
separate week-
end retreats. 
Each of the 
retreats focus-
es on specific 
aspects of lay 
leadership and 
is designed to 
be followed 
in order, but 
churches also 
have the op-
tion to pick 
and choose 
certain re-
treats based on 
their specific needs. All retreat 
weekend events are provided 
at no cost to the participating 
church or association.

The retreat weekend top-
ics include: (1) Lay Renewal/
Awakening, (2) Lay Ministry/
Equipping, (3) Marketplace 
Evangelism, (4) Prayer and (5) 
Acts 1:8/Sending. 

The Lay Renewal/Awaken-
ing weekend is intended to be 
the first retreat in the series. Its 
main focus is helping churches 
recognize who God is calling 
them to be as a congregation. 
Each of the other four retreat 
weekends aims to provide 
churches with pragmatic tools 
with which to move forward 

on God’s call for their body.
“The Lay Renewal week-

end is the initial weekend. It 
is what we recommend every 

church to start at. … 
It is also called the 
‘Awakening weekend.’ 
It is meant to remind 
us of ‘who’ we are and 
‘whose’ we are,” said 
Jerry Haws.

Jerry Haws said 
there is a network 
of more than 1,800 
Church Renewal 
Journey volunteers 
throughout the coun-
try. The volunteers 
travel to the location 
of each weekend re-
treat on their own 
dime, and all that is 
asked from participat-
ing churches is that 

they feed and house them for 
the weekend.

Church Renewal Journey 
weekends are usually hosted by 
a single local church congrega-
tion; however, they can also be 
held as associationwide events. 
Oftentimes volunteers assist 
participating churches with 
child care and youth programs, 

allowing the 
entire church, 
adults, youth 
and children 
to fully par-
ticipate in the 
event.

The Haws 
es recommend 
that churches 
allow nine to 
12 months in 
between par-
ticipating in 
each Church 
Renewal Jour-
ney weekend 
in order to 

allow their congregation to 
fully put into action the strat-
egies they learn during each 
retreat. Churches can also 
choose to serve other local 
congregations by volunteering 
during their Church Renewal 
Journey weekends during this 
time.

Jerry Haws said he is cur-
rently working with other 
ABSC staff to use Church Re-
newal Journey to assist in the 
convention’s current church 
revitalization emphasis.

“The Church Renewal 
Journey is a great tool in the 
church revitalization process. 
The Church Renewal Journey 
can be done in any size church 

in our state. It is a renewing of 
both the congregation and the 
vision to impact lostness,” said 
Breck Freeman, ABSC mis-
sions team member. “God has 
amazing blessings for church-
es in our state that take the 
Church Renewal Journey.”

While Church Renewal 
Journey’s program does much 
to minister to those involved 
with each retreat weekend, 
Jerry Haws said much of the 
ministry that happens during 
each event happens in the host 
homes.

“It’s one thing if I see you 
on Sunday morning. It’s an-
other thing if I stay in your 
house Friday night and Satur-
day night and I’m with you all 
day,” said Jerry Haws. 

“Tons of ministry takes 

place away from the church 
building, in those homes, on 
the weekend. … It’s not un-
common on the weekend for 
the Holy Spirit to move some-
body in a direction that maybe 
they have been hesitant to 
move in for a while – because 
they have gotten a fresh per-
spective of what God is want-
ing to do with them,” he said.

First Baptist Church, Des 
Arc, held a Church Renewal 
Journey weekend in March. 
Melvin York, the church’s pas-
tor, emailed Jerry Haws, prais-
ing the impact the event had 
on his church.

“The Lay Renewal weekend 
journey was a great blessing to 
our fellowship, and I am very 
confident that the church will 
decide to schedule the next 

phase of the journey for next 
March in our business meet-
ing,” said York. 

“I want to thank you and 
the volunteer team members 
for giving of their time and tal-
ents to be with us. All of you 
were a blessing and source of 
encouragement,” said the pas-
tor. 

“I would highly recommend 
the Lay Renewal journey to 
any church that would like to 
rekindle its commitment to 
the Lord and deepen its fellow-
ship with each other.”

For more information about 
Church Renewal Journey, visit 
churchrenewaljourney.net or 
facebook.com/churchrenewal.
journey.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Sherry Haws

Jerry Haws

Members of First Baptist Church, Des Arc, eat and fellowship during a Church Renewal Journey weekend the church hosted in 
March. A poster (below left) promoting a prayer vigil that took place prior to First Baptist’s Lay Renewal weekend hangs on the 
wall of the church.

placements.”  
The need for such minis-

try is vast, Brown stressed. 
More than 4,000 children 
were in the Arkansas foster 
care system in October 2014, 
according to DCFS. Only 
1,168 foster homes with 2,768  
beds were available in 2014, 
leaving 1,241 more children 
than available beds in foster 
homes. 

“This ministry is unique 
because we equip the local 
Church to become purpose-
fully connected so children in 
the foster system can become 
connected,” said Brown.

For more information on 
Connected, email connected@
abchomes.org.

Stella Prather is director of 
communications for ABCHomes 
and Family Ministries.
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THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) and 
multiple disaster relief teams 
from around the nation are re-
sponding to flooding in Pine 
Bluff. In addition, the ABSC 
recently completed serving as 
the Incident Command for di-
saster relief in Houston in the 
first part of June, following re-
cent flooding.

Randy Garrett, ABSC di-
saster relief director, said he 
expects the response in Pine 
Bluff to last through  June and 
into July.

Regarding the response in 
Texas, he said, “This is the first 
time our Incident Command 
has been deployed outside of 
Arkansas. Dr. Bob (Harper) 
and I both think it is an honor 
that the state of Texas thinks 
so highly of our commitment 
to disaster relief and our ability 
to handle this huge responsi-
bility.”

Garrett explained that Inci-
dent Command assumes the 
leadership and management of 
commanding, controlling and 
coordinating the disaster re-
sponse by Southern Baptist di-
saster relief. It is based on the 
Incident Command System 
pioneered by the collaboration 
of municipal, county, state and 
federal fire authorities fighting 
wildfires in the western states. 
Incident Command has be-
come the standard for event 
management used by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency and other agencies.

Garrett said he sees God’s 
hand in the timing of the situ-
ation. In January, the ABSC 
asked Terry Henderson, di-
saster relief director of Texas 
Baptist Men, to instruct Inci-
dent Command training at 
the ABSC building. In March, 
Harold Johnson, of Red River 
Baptist Association, began the 
conversion of an unused disas-
ter relief trailer to an Incident 
Command trailer. On May 29, 
Henderson invited Garrett to 
bring the incident manage-
ment team and trailer to Hous-
ton. The trailer was completed 
the evening of May 30 and was 
on the road on June 1.

In addition to what volun-
teers accomplished in Houston, 
the Tri-County Baptist Associa-
tion mud out team recently re-
turned to Arkansas after work-
ing in San Marcos, Texas.

Disaster relief took place in 
Arkansas following storms as 
well.

Balboa Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village, worked in and 
around Hot Springs Village 
doing tree removal and roof re-
pair. Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, worked in the 
Hoxie area doing tree removal, 
and Central Baptist Associa-
tion worked in Saline County 
doing tree and debris removal.

“We are so thankful for all 
our dedicated disaster relief 
volunteers and their commit-
ment to serve in excellence 
to bring ‘help, healing and 
hope,’” Garrett said.

DR volunteers respond to
flooding in Pine Bluff, Texas 

Arkansas disaster relief volunteers gather for prayer before departing for Texas.

Visit us online at arkansasbaptist.org



June 18, 201510 

KATMANDU, Nepal – An 
Arkansas Baptist team has re-
turned from a 10-day relief ef-
fort to Katmandu, Nepal, which 
was devastated by an April 25 
earthquake that claimed thou-
sands of lives and ravaged the 
country’s infrastructure.

Within a month of the Ne-
pali earthquake, two of north-
west Arkansas’ global outreach 
teams joined hands in an ef-
fort to travel to the country to 
deliver high-quality water filtra-
tion systems, providing much-
needed clean drinking water.

Tom Cox World Ministries 
(TWWM) of Mountainburg 
and the Global Outreach Cen-
ter (GO Center) at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Rogers 
completed the trip recently to 
the most significantly affected 
areas of Nepal, according to 
representatives of Immanuel 
Baptist. The purpose of the 
trip was to bring help and 
hope to thousands of lives.

“The primary feature of the 
trip was to deliver high-volume 
water filtration systems to 
those areas needing healthy 
drinking water,” said Tom Hat-
ley, TCWM 
board member 
and senior pas-
tor of Imman-
uel Baptist, in 
a press release. 
“The earth-
quakes have 
left many areas 
without clean 
water, and with 
the monsoon 
season ap-
proaching, the 
teams desired to bring good 
water to as many as possible.”

Hatley, who led the team, 
added that the machines used 
in Nepal were donated by vari-
ous people and were manufac-
tured by Shupe and Associates 
of Little Rock. Similar units 
were delivered to Haiti after 

Arkansas team returns from Nepali quake relief effort

SPRINGDALE – Andy Wil-
son, 59, executive leader of 
staff and operations at Cross 
Church of northwest Arkan-
sas, has resigned to become 
president of Rausch Coleman 
Homes of Fayetteville.

Cross Church is where 
Ronnie Floyd, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
serves as senior pastor.

Prior to joining Cross 
Church in July 2008, Wilson 
was CEO of the Soderquist 
Center for Leadership and 
Ethics and vice president of 
human resources for Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc.

“This has been a difficult 
journey for (my wife) Becky and 
me. As many of you may know, I 
have 30 years experience in busi-
ness and now seven years experi-
ence at Cross Church. I believe 
at this point in my life, God 
has equipped me to have more 
impact for Jesus in the market-
place,” Wilson said in a written 

announcement to the church.
“We love our Pastor, staff 

and our Church! We will be 
at church on Sundays; we will 
be involved; we will help lead 
when called upon to do so; we 
will be supportive; our kids 
will be in church with us; our 
grandchildren attend 
Shiloh so we will be 
here,” Wilson wrote. “I 
love each of you, I love 
our staff and we will al-
ways support and love 
our Pastor and Jeana.”

Wilson said John 
Rausch, co-founder 
and owner of Rausch 
Coleman Homes, first ap-
proached him about the po-
sition about a year ago, but 
the “timing was not right,” as 
Floyd had recently been elect-
ed president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

“We spent much time in 
prayer; but we did not feel God 
had released me to leave Cross 

Church,” said Wilson.
Rausch Coleman Homes 

was recently named the 43rd 
largest home builder in the U.S. 
and the 24th largest private 
home builder in the nation, 
said Wilson. The company cur-
rently has five divisions located 

in northwest Arkansas, 
Little Rock, Kansas 
City, Oklahoma City, 
Tulsa and is currently 
exploring divisions in 
Texas and other states. 

“Due to rapid 
growth, Rausch Cole-
man Homes needs 
improved structure, or-

ganizational development and 
processes,” said Wilson. “With 
my operations and human re-
sources background, we believe 
I can help bring these resourc-
es to the company.”

Wilson attended the Col-
lege of William and Mary, the 
University of Michigan and the 
University of Alabama.

Andy Wilson leaves Cross Church in NWA

MIDLAND – Members of First 
Baptist Church, Midland, cel-
ebrated the completion of their 
new community life center with 
a dedication service May 31. 

Dave McClung, church 
planting strategist for the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, shared a message with the 
church, which later gathered in 
the new building for a dedica-
tion message delivered by Jeff 
Thompson, associational mis-

sionary for Concord Baptist 
Association. Lunch and fellow-
ship followed.

The church’s building project 
began in 2011. The final prod-
uct came at a price of $200,000 
and is two stories with five 
classrooms, a nursery, two bath-
rooms, a kitchen, a mechanical 
room and a 60-by-80 open area.

Ray Edmonson, pastor of 
First Baptist, said they complet-
ed the facility “without break-

ing the bank” thanks to volun-
teers within the congregation. 

“We had four or five, some-
times six, who were able to 
work,” he said. “We did the 
heat and air, we did the electri-
cal and we had a retired con-
tractor who is a member of our 
church and he told us what to 
do and we did it, but it was 
done (with) all volunteer help 
except for the plumbing.”

There were also plenty of 

helping hands for tasks the 
church could not complete in-
ternally, he said.  

“The building was actu-
ally erected in 2011, and it just 
was an empty building, a shell 
of a building, until October 
2013 when Nailbenders (for 
Jesus) came,” said Edmonson. 
“(They) stayed for about 10 
days and did all of the framing 
inside the building.” 

A group from Dyersburg, 

Tenn., assisted with sheetrock.
“The Lord provided the 

money and the help that we 
needed to get it done, and we 
have done it all debt-free and 
the Lord’s really blessed in that 
area,” Edmonson said.

The church plans to use the 
space for internal functions 
like the children’s program 
and community outreach 
events like “community movie 
night” in the future.

First Baptist, Midland, celebrates completion of community life center

FEED THE NEED – Volunteers participate in Feed the Need, which was origi-
nally initiated by Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, in 2012 with 
the goal of helping meet hunger needs in Arkansas. This year, 15 churches 
took part, collecting a record 28,690 pounds of food. Individuals and church-
es purchased food items at area Wal-Mart stores; and trucks, provided by 
Rich Logistics, delivered the goods to the Arkansas Rice Depot. Participating 
churches were Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock; St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, Little Rock; The Church at Rock Creek, Little Rock; Second Baptist 
Church, Little Rock; The Summit Church, North Little Rock; New Life Baptist 
Church, Alexander; First Baptist Church, Benton; Midtowne Church, Benton; 
St. James United Methodist Church, Little Rock; First Southern Baptist Church, 
Bryant; Park Hill Presbyterian Church, North Little Rock; Oasis Church, North 
Little Rock; Fellowship Bible Church, Little Rock; Crosspointe Church, Bryant, 
and Saint Mark Baptist Church, Little Rock.

Wilson

the 2010  earthquake. Those 
units are still in service.  

Each unit can filter 2 gallons 
of water per minute and can 
be fitted to run off of almost 

any electrical 
current or can 
be powered by 
solar cells. He 
said five units 
were delivered 
into the coun-
try and instal-
lation sites in-
cluded a slum 
of more than 
300 families; 
a mountain 
c o m m u n i t y 

that had more than 100 record-
ed deaths because of the quake 
and is located a few miles from 
Tibet, and a devastated com-
munity outside Katmandu.

Hatley added that an ini-
tial problem of getting the 
machines through customs 
actually ended well, and many 
connections were made with 
officials who may be helpful in 
the future. Another impacting 
feature of the trip was the abil-
ity of the team to unite existing 
pastor groups within the coun-
try, he said. Hatley has been 
part of a number of pastoral 
training conferences in north-
ern India, and pastors in Nepal 
are requesting similar training. 

Eric Ramsey, TCWM presi-
dent, applauded the work of 
the team.

“The common heart of 
our ministry and that of the 
GO Center make us a natural 
team,” he said. “We are glad 
for such friendships when it is 
time to make a difference in a 

needy world.”  
In addition to Hatley, other 

members of the Nepal team 
were Phil Shupe, a member 
of Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, lead engi-
neer and system builder; David 
Titsworth, a member of Christ 
the King Southern Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, 
and former youth minister at 
Trinity Baptist Church, Ben-
ton, where his father, Mike, is 
pastor, ministry trainer; Steve 
Marshall, a member of Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, support engineer, 
and Chad Miller, a member of 
Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe, support engineer.

For more information on 
the GO Center, visit ibcgocen-
ter.com. For more information 
on TCWM, visit tcwm.org.

Arkansas Baptists delivered water fil-
tration systems to Nepali communities.
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“For years, the worship ser-
vice was the front door of 
your church. ... The growth 
of a tech conscience, re-
search minded population 
has changed that. The 
church website is the new 
digital front door of your 
church.”
– Ryan Holck,  
churchtechtoday.com

IN A POST written for 
churchtechtoday.com  ti-
tled “4 Church Website 
Options for Your Digital 
Front Door,” Ryan Holck, 
graphic designer and for-
mer worship pastor, argues 
that the church website 
is the digital version of a 
front door for today’s con-
gregations. Holck lays out 
four tips for churches on 
how they can better facili-
tate ministry through their 
website. (1) “Plan before 
you act.” Holck writes that 
churches should recognize 
that their website is not 
simply an online bulletin 
and design it accordingly. 
(2) “Prioritize.” Use time 
and resources wisely and 
focus on the most neces-
sary aspects of the website 
when first designing it. 
(3) “Be realistic.” Recog-
nize that a good website 
requires lots of planning 
and focus to execute. (4) 
“Pick a website solution.” 
Choose the right website 
solutions based on budget 
and priorities.

Tech BytesChurchTech “Look, I am about to do  
something new; even now it is 

coming. Do you not see it?”
 Isaiah 43:19 (HCSB)

Why your church should be on YouTube
ALMOST ON a daily basis, 
I get asked the question, 
“Should our church be on 
YouTube?” While this can be a 
difficult decision for some, the 
answer is very simple – “Yes!”

YouTube is the premier vid-
eo-sharing site on the Internet 
that allows people to discover, 
watch and share originally 
created videos. What started 
as a fad 10 years ago has now 
become a mul-
timillion-dollar 
business. Accord-
ing to YouTube.
com, YouTube 
has more than 1 
billion users, and 
every day people 
watch hundreds 
of millions of 
hours of video 
content. The number of hours 
people spend watching videos 
on YouTube each month is 
up 50 percent year after year. 
If people are watching a video 
online, chances are that it is 
coming from YouTube. These 
statistics alone should make 
you want to join and par-
ticipate in this revolutionary 
video tool. 

So how does this help my 
church, and why should we 
be on YouTube? Here are 
four reasons why your church 
should be on YouTube:

(1) It helps your church 
get discovered on the Internet. 
YouTube is owned by Google, 
which is the largest search en-

gine website. When people 
are searching for a church in 
your area, they most likely go 
to Google. If your church’s 
name is not on the top of the 
list, these people might not 
know your church exists. As 
harsh as this sounds, this is a  
reality that churches 
must deal with. 

Being on You-
Tube helps your 

search engine op-
timization (SEO) 
and increases your 
rankings on Google. SEO is 
a methodology of strategies, 
techniques and tactics used 
to increase the amount of visi-
tors to a website by obtaining a 
high-ranking placement in the 
search results page of a search 
engine like Google. Basically 
this translates to: Being on 
YouTube increases the chances 
that your church will be top on 
the list when people are search-
ing for churches in your area. 

Along with this, people 
go to YouTube to search vid-
eos or sermons that your 
church has done to get a feel 

for your church. People today 
very rarely come to a church 
without being fully informed  
about what the feel of  
the church is like.

(2) It is on all smart-
phones. According to You-
Tube.com, half of all YouTube 

views are on mobile devices. 
Why is this important? Most 
likely people under the age 
of 40 have a smartphone. If 
you want to reach this demo-
graphic, YouTube allows you 
to connect to them very eas-
ily. You literally have them in 
the palm of their hand. Create 
videos that can keep people in-
terested in your church while 
they are on the go.

(3) It is an easy way for 
you to store your videos and 
create an archive for years. 
In case you don’t know, video 
files take up lots of storage 

space on a computer. You-
Tube allows you to upload 
videos that will be kept as long 
as YouTube is around, which 
most likely will be for years to 
come. Freeing up all that stor-
age space on your computer 
will help your equipment last a 

lot longer and 
allow you to 
keep creating 
more videos.

(4) It is 
free! This is 
the most im-
portant one 
of all. In a 
world where 
e v e r y t h i n g 
that works 
well has a pre-
mier cost at-
tached to it, 
YouTube costs 
nothing and 
could be the 

best thing to happen to your 
church. This is a great tool to 
reach a larger group of people 
for the kingdom of God.

YouTube is a channel 
through which you can give 
life to your church – to pro-
mote your events, tell your 
story and post your sermons. 
A 1-minute YouTube video 
can communicate more about 
your ministry culture and your 
passion for people than all the 
written text in the world. Your 
church needs to use YouTube. 
Imagine the creative ways you 
could leverage it!

churchtech

Matt Ramsey 
 Arkansas 

Baptist State 
Convention

Making the most of technology in small groups
Matt Morris
LifeWay Church Tech & Media

A FEW WEEKS ago, I had 
the privilege of being on I4J 
Live with host Justin Blaney. 
Michael Kelley and Rick How-
erton, two very well-respected 
voices in the small-group space, 
joined me. The main focus of 
the show was this: How can 
technology help small groups?

It is my opinion that small 
groups can be much better and 
more compelling with the use 
of technology than without. 
Here’s why:

1) Technology allows 

people to do more with less. 
Small-group leaders can do a 
myriad of things when tech-
nology is at the forefront of 
what they do. They can stream 
video content for the small 
group in one central location. 
They can look at a list of ques-
tions to facilitate discussion 
for the group. A central small-
group theme or series can be 
viewed and discussed by mul-
tiple small groups studying the 
same material churchwide as 
well.

2) Technology allows peo-
ple to connect when they are 
absent. It’s happened to all 

of us. We aren’t able to make 
small group one week because 
one of our children is sick; we 
are out of town for work, or 
we have to shuffle the chil-
dren to dance, baseball or one 
of their other many activities.  
That’s OK. Churches who 
have an application quickly 
realize the benefit of being 
able to deliver content to  
their members for consump-
tion.

3) Technology allows small-
group members to give. Yes, 
I’m going against all conven-
tional wisdom and theological 
culture by making that state-

ment. Not really. As I said 
before, I disagree with most 
conventional wisdom when it 
comes to giving. Why not meet 
people where they are in their 
various stages of life and allow 
them to give using technologi-
cal means?

4) Technology offers a way 
to deliver small-group content 
electronically. When was the 
last time your church made an 
order for curriculum? I would 
be willing to say it was in the 
last quarter, at least. The order 
comes in, and a support staffer 
at the church sorts through the 
books and distributes them to 

small-group leaders. How fun! 
E-books are on the rise, and 
small groups are using them. 
Members are able to down-
load e-books on tablets and 
smart phones and take them 
with them wherever they go. 
They’re able to consume con-
tent at home, school, during 
break time at work, etc. And, 
of course, that content is on 
one device.

Next time you have the 
chance, put a bug in the ear 
of the decision maker at your 
church. Let them know how 
technology can shape and 
mold your small groups.
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

ASHDOWN – A small-town piano teacher turned 
her profession into a ministry by making her annual 
recital worship-themed. Only hymn arrangements or 
contemporary worship pieces were played at the re-
cital, hosted at First Baptist Church, Ashdown, on 
June 6.  Glenda Riddle, the student minister and wife 
of First Baptist Pastor Butch Riddle, began giving les-
sons in 1991 and believes that this year “changed the 
lives” of her students. 

During the recital, the history and lyrics of each 
song were displayed on screens so the audience could 
read along as each student played. Old classics like 
“How Great Thou Art” and “The Old Rugged Cross” 
were featured along with praise and worship tunes 
like “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High.”

“Normally, I have used classical composers for recit-
als, but this year I thought I would do things differ-
ently, and the attitude of my students (was) incredibly 
good,” said Riddle. 

To choose the selections for the recital, Riddle had 
each of her 22 students tell her their favorite hymn 

or worship song. She then found arrangements that 
were appropriate for each student’s level of skill. To 
encourage reflection, each student had a copy of their 
song’s lyrics to look at as they practiced. This tech-
nique positively impacted Riddle’s students in their 
practice and performance. 

“It has been exciting to play, thinking about the 
attributes of God while I am practicing,” said Cade 
Crow, a seven-year student and freshman in high 
school who played “The Doxology.” “You do not have 
to be loud and showy to impress people.” 

“I have had more purpose and a will to want to 
play ‘Be Thou My Vision,’ said Jacob Purifoy, a six-
year student and sophomore in high school. “Even 
though the song (was) extremely difficult, I (was) not 
as stressed as in past years.”

“I loved it because my song, ‘There is a Fountain’ is 
familiar, pretty and meaningful,” said Rachel Pounds, 
a 12-year student and senior in high school. “It has 
been a great way to end up my senior year, and I am 
excited to be able to play this song.”

While Riddle does not plan to do a worship theme 
every year, she noted it was “a game-changer” and she 
intends to bring it back in the future.

Anna Hurst
Arkansas Baptist News

DUMAS – After 44 years 
as a paraprofessional for 
the Dumas School District, 
97-year-old Ruth Gill has de-
cided to “take it easy.” Gill has 
spent her time in education 
at Dumas’ Central 
Elementary School 
campus and is a mem-
ber of First Baptist 
Church in Dumas.

While the edu-
cation system has 
changed greatly 
throughout Gill’s ca-
reer, her work ethic 
has not.

“As things change in educa-
tion, so her job description has 
changed, yet nothing new that 
has been added has kept Mrs. 
Gill from doing her job,” said 
Tammy Healey, principal at 
Central Elementary. “She has 
learned and taken on any and 
all responsibilities that have 
thrown some of her younger 
counterparts.”

Neither age nor a battle 
with bladder cancer has been 
able to keep Gill away from 
her students and co-workers 
for very long. 

“Even though Mrs. Gill 
hasn’t driven in the last two 
years, she still misses very 
little, if any, school, and her 
daughter brings her to work 
and picks her up,” Healey 
said. “She works circles around 
woman half her age!”

“Here toward the end they 
all thought they ought to help 
me do things,” Gill said. “I 
said, ‘No, let me do it!’”

Referring to relationships 
she has established at Central 
Elementary, Gill described her 
co-workers as “the best group of 
people to work with.” She takes 

her job and the lives of 
her students seriously, 
something her students’ 
behavior affirms. 

Healey said, “The staff 
and children at Central 
all love Mrs. Gill, and 
they have great respect 
for her that comes with 
the love and caring you 
would have for a grand-

mother. Children behave for 
Mrs. Gill because they genu-
inely care for her. Even children 
that she does not directly work 
with will stop and hug (her).”

Gill’s impact has extended 
beyond the halls of Central 
and into her home church. 

“The quality that impresses 
me about Mrs. Gill is her gentle 
nature and her compassion for 
children,” said William “Dubs” 
Byers, pastor of First Baptist. 
“She is the kind of person who 
always has a smile on her face 
and an encouraging word. She 
is loved by all her family here at 
First Baptist Church in Dumas.”

“She is a woman of strong 
faith, which is evident in her 
life, actions and love for people 
and children,” added Healey. 
“I love Mrs. Gill and cannot 
imagine this campus without 

First Baptist, Ashdown, hosts worship-themed recital

Oldest school employee retires at age 97
her presence. She is Central!”

Gill has three children. 
Margie Gill is a customer sales 
representative in Dumas, Gary 
Gill is a paramedic in Dumas 
and Mike Gill is a teacher and 
coach in Louisiana. She has 
four grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. She is the 
wife of the late Gardner Gill.

Contact Anna Hurst at 
anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

Rachel Pounds plays “There is a Fountain Filled With Blood” as part of 
a worship-themed recital.

“God has blessed me beyond words to be in these 
students’ lives 30 minutes each week for nine months 
of the year. They are not just my students; they are my 
friends!” she said.

Contact Anna Hurst at anna@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gill

Find us on 
Facebook and Twitter as

@ArkBaptNews
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Salem Baptist Church in Nunley is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time or bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes 
to chairman David Smith, 155 Alder Creek 
Lane, Mena, AR 71953 or smithsinmena@
att.net. 

Fellowship Baptist Church, Oak Grove 
Community, Converse, La., is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 124 Fellowship Circle, 
Converse, LA 71419 or email to fellowship-
baptistchurch124@gmail.com. 

Needed: full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to: Union Baptist Church, c/o JoAnne 
Greer, 649 Armer Road, El Dorado, AR 71730. 
www.ubceldorado.net. Email: unionbaptist-
church1@yahoo.com.

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First 
Baptist Church, Gainesville, Mo., is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
with internet link/CD/DVD of sample ser-
mons to pastor search committee, P.O. Box 

627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email to 
bjnn.kiger@gmail.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 6470 AR 
Highway 89S, Cabot, AR 72023, seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Average Sunday 
morning worship, 90-100. (SBC). Mail re-
sumes to church or email to Gerry@capital-
mortgage.org.

Mullins Station Baptist Church in Mem-
phis, Tenn., is searching for a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Please email resume and 
either an audio CD or website address with 
link to view a sample sermon to susan@
msbcmemphis.org.

Bigelow Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking to fill the position of pastor.  Email 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.  

The First Baptist Church of Diamond City 
is prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational or 
semiretired pastor for a small church 
body. Send resume to dlr8685@gmail.com 
or P.O. Box 1084, Diamond City, AR 72630.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 

senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 
350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Bap-
tist Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little 
Rock, AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Com-
mittee. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Please send resumes to newhope-
baptistjay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Maintenance position available. 
Must have experience in light maintenance 
and carpentry skills. Full-time. $12-$14 
per hour depending on experience. Some 
benefits. Call 501-296-9193.   

The North Central Baptist Association is 
prayerfully accepting resumes for an as-

sociational missionary. Resumes will 
be accepted until Aug. 1, and they can be 
mailed to the attention of the Search Com-
mittee at 268 Main St., Clinton, AR 72031. 
For more information, please email Chair-
man Billy Reece at billytreece@hotmail.
com.  

FBC, Pea Ridge, is prayerfully seeking a 
part-time children’s ministry direc-
tor to lead volunteers and kids birth-sixth 
grade. Salary commensurate with experi-
ence. Request more information or send re-
sumes: al@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 

individual will be responsible for direct-
ing adult and youth choirs, as well as the 
praise band. Send resume to timsparks@
centurytel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Available to serve in a one-time 
capacity or during an interim period as 
piano accompaniest, music/worship 
leader, musician for special events and 
youth speaker. Contact Brenda Doty at 
870-670-4322. 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. 
Two bedrooms, two baths. Email: lbram-
mer@charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

Submit a classified:
501-376-4791, ext. 5153
arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of July.
◆ July 7: Kevin J., OBU Box 3427, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Central Asia. 

Church life
First Baptist Church, 

Mena, will host a picnic at 
3:30 p.m. July 5 in Janssen 
Park, across from the church. 
At 5 p.m., in the sanctuary, 
the worship choir will present 
“This is my America,” a patri-
otic musical. For more infor-
mation, call the church office 
at 479-394-2541.

River Valley Christian 
Life Corps (formerly known 
as Christian Women’s Job 
Corps and Christian Men’s 
Job Corps) in Fort Smith will 
hold its Fun in the Son fam-
ily picnic day from 1 to 4 p.m. 
June 27 at Ben Geren Park in 
Fort Smith. For more informa-
tion, call 479-353-7001.

On the move
Gerald A. Bounds has re-

signed as pastor of Palestine 
Baptist Church, Quitman, 
after 53 years in pastoral min-
istry. 

Doug Hibbard is serving 
as pastor of East End Baptist 
Church, Hensley. 

Kennith Stacy is serving as 
pastor of Eagle Heights Baptist 
Church, Harrison.

Obituaries
James Ronald “Ron” 

Kimbell, 80, died May 27 in 
C a m d e n . 
He attended 
O u a c h i t a 
Baptist Uni-
versity in 
Arkadelphia 
and complet-
ed his Master 
of Divinity at 
Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas. He 
was a member of Cullendale 
First Baptist Church in Cam-
den. He served 66 years in 
the ministry, pastoring many 
churches in Arkansas, most re-
cently Reader Baptist Church 
in Prescott. He and his wife at 
one time served as emergency 
receiving home housepar-
ents for the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries. He was retired 

from the Ouachita County 
Medical Center maintenance 
department in Camden. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents and a brother. He is 
survived by his wife of almost 
57 years, Sue, and a brother. 
Funeral services were held May 
30 at Proctor Funeral Home 
in Camden, with interment 
at Antioch East Cemetery in 
Magnolia. 

Ruby Louise Hawthorn 
S w a n i g a n , 
73, died June 
9 in Pine 
Bluff. She 
held many 
d i f f e r e n t 
jobs over the 
course of her 
life, includ-
ing working 

in prison and deaf ministry 
through the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. She was 
preceded in death by three 
brothers and two sisters. She 
is survived by her husband of 
45 years, Richard Swanigan; 
three daughters; a son; seven 
grandchildren; six brothers, 
and three sisters. Funeral 
services were held June 12 at 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff.

HISPANIC OUTREACH – A dental clinic was one of many outreach tools 
used during the Hispanic missions day held May 30 in Russellville. Volunteers 
also served through evangelism, prayer walking, a block party, a soccer game, 
a dental clinic and a medical clinic, which included eye, ear and general 
physical exams. The event was called Impactando Tu Comunidad con Cristo – 
Impacting Your Community Through Christ – and it resulted in 46 professions 
of faith, 40 of which came from adults, and eight rededications. In addition, 
100 people attended the block party, and about 165 patients were seen at the 
medical and dental clinics.
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LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) will offer the Youth 
Evangelism Con-
ference (YEC) 
for all students 
entering 6th 
through 12th 
grades and their 
leaders. The 
event will be 
held Aug. 7-8 at 
Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in 
Little Rock. 

The confer-
ence will help participants 
learn how to share the gospel, 
inspire students to be on mis-

sion with the gospel and equip 
them to live this out in their 
everyday lives. This year, there 

will be three 
breakout ses-
sions for adult 
workers. These 
breakout sessions 
will give in-depth 
training to par-
ticipants and will 
give great tools 
for maintaining 
an intentionally 
evangelistic stu-

dent ministry. 
“This is a great back-to-

school event in August to pre-
pare students for their mission 

field. One of the highlights 
will be that students will have 
the opportunity to participate 
in a special prayer time for re-
vival and spiritual awakening, 
much like the prayer meet-
ings that are happening in 
our convention,” said Warren 
Gasaway, ABSC church health 
team member.

This year’s speaker will be 
evangelist Clayton King, and 
worship will be led by the 
Cross Church Worship Band 
from northwest Arkansas and 
the Rhett Walker Band. For 
more information and to reg-
ister, visit yecarkansas.com. 
Registration deadline is Aug. 1. 

Youth Evangelism Conf. Aug. 7-8

CONWAY – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) will offer a two-day 
training and enrichment con-
ference called Mosaic to help 
churches with their music and 
worship ministry. The confer-
ence will be held July 31-Aug. 
1 at Central Baptist Church in 
Conway.

The conference will consist 
of several components that 
help make up the music and 
worship ministry of the local 
church. Participants will have 
the opportunity to attend 
sessions that will cover top-
ics about music and worship. 
Some of the topics include cre-
ating a flow in worship, lead-

ing effective choir rehearsals, 
leading children’s choirs and 
strengthening one’s worship 
band. The conference is not 
limited to just worship leaders. 
Sound technology and visual 
technology sessions will also be 
available. 

Leaders for the conference 
will be a mix of local in-state 
leaders and out-of-state leaders. 
Out-of-state leaders include 
Mike Harland, of LifeWay 
Worship, and Amanda Singer, 
of LifeWay Christian Resourc-
es’ Children’s Worship Series. 

“Mosaic is the perfect op-
portunity for those who serve 
in the area of music and wor-
ship ministry in your church 

to sharpen their skills and be 
challenged with excellence. 
Mike Harland is one of the 
best communicators and en-
couragers for worship leaders,” 
said Larry Grayson, ABSC 
church health team member. 

Grayson went on to say that 
the event is a great opportunity 
through which one can be in-
volved with experts in the areas 
of children’s worship, sound 
technology, multitracks, wor-
ship bands, choir rehearsals, 
flow in worship and Planning 
Center and ProPresenter pro-
grams.

For more information and 
to register, visit absc.org/
music. 

Mosaic conf. focuses on music, worship

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) will 
offer a Weekday Early Educa-
tion (WEE) workshop in July 
at two separate locations in Ar-
kansas. The workshops 
will be held July 27 in 
Rogers and July 30-31 
in North Little Rock.

The workshop is 
designed to assist early 
childhood centers 
in Arkansas Baptist 
churches with meet-
ing needs and provid-
ing excellent learning 
experiences for infants 
through kindergart-
ners as they develop physically, 
mentally, socially, emotion-
ally and spiritually. Early child-
hood leaders are encouraged 
to guide the spiritual develop-
ment of young children by in-

cluding biblical truths in their 
curriculum, working coopera-
tively with families and provid-
ing a loving Christian environ-
ment while the children are in 

their care. This workshop will 
help participants achieve these 
goals.

“We are excited to offer a 
faith-based training opportuni-
ty for churches and others who 

provide weekday education. 
Weekday education includes 
programs and ministries such 
as Mother’s Day Out, day care, 
after-school programs and 

child development centers. 
Many of these ministries 
need to accumulate a cer-
tain number of training 
hours to be licensed and 
recognized by the state 
as quality programs. Our 
goal is to provide quality, 
professional training from 
a Christian perspective,” 
said Allison Kizzia, ABSC 
church health team mem-
ber.

For more information and 
to register, visit absc.org/week-
day. Registration deadline is 
July 10. Schedules and class 
times may change as the work-
shop approaches.

WEE workshops scheduled for Rogers, NLR

ARK. PREGNANCY CARE CENTER ASSOC. – The Arkansas Pregnancy 
Care Center Association held its quarterly meeting May 21 at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Building. 
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Howard Kisor
Russellville 

Truth. The attempt to state what it 
is in today’s culture is an invitation for 
someone to pick an intellectual fight with 
us. In a society that views truth as being 
relative to every individual’s circum-
stances, a statement 
of absolute truth is 
viewed as ludicrous 
and offensive.

Having already 
spent a significant 
amount of time dis-
cussing Truth, John 
deepens his state-
ments on the mat-
ter with this clarifying sen-
tence: “Every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is 
from God” (1 John 4:2). 

John is not, however, 
simply making a profound 
statement, for following it 
he states the reality that 
there are those who claim 
that Jesus has not come in 
the flesh. Those who deny 
the Truth of Scripture are 
therefore to be recognized for who they 
truly are: Those who follow the “spirit 
of the antichrist” (1 John 4:3).

When is the last time that you con-
sidered the importance of the incarna-
tion of Jesus Christ? That God became 
human, taking on flesh, is one of the 
essential doctrines of Christianity. This 

truth is what separates believers from 
those who are not, yet many of us sel-
dom consider it.

John states that the message of 
Truth, which comes from God, is in di-

rect opposition to 
the message which 
comes from the 
antichrist. Those 
who are of God 
listen to the Truth, 
while those who 
are of the world 
listen to the world. 
Consider the fol-

lowing lessons resulting 
from John’s statements.

First, as believers, we 
should not be surprised 
when the world scoffs at 
our repetition of the truth 
that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh! We must 
strive to remember and re-
peat the Truth to others, 
without being surprised 
when the world rejects our 
message.

Secondly, as believers we must not 
blindly accept just any message as being 
Truth. If the message, no matter how 
good it may sound, rejects or comes 
from one who rejects the incarnation, 
that message is false.

Truth: Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh. Will you tell others in love?

We belong to one another. Each 
member affects the others. Living in 
community as part of the Body of Christ 
brings consequences to all of us when 
one sins. Only when sin is identified 

and dealt with is 
it possible to move 
beyond the failure 
and claim victory. 

Is your family, 
church or ministry 
compromised be-
cause of one mem-
ber’s sin? How 

might God want you to 
initiate steps toward re-
pentance, forgiveness and 
reconciliation? 

Paul cautions, “If 
someone is caught in a 
sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore the 
person gently” (Gal. 6:1).

The adverb “gently” 
says much. An attitude of 
anger, self-righteousness 
or pride suggests more 

prayer is needed before stepping in. 
When we sweep sin under the rug, we 

might trip over it as we attempt to step 
out toward victory. Why not deal with 
the sin now and experience the freedom 
to move beyond the failure to victory?

Joshua 7 shares how God dealt with 
Achan’s sin, which allowed Israel to 
move forward (Josh. 7:11-8:1).

Laura Macfarlan
Siloam Springs

For many of us, the use of the word 
“propitiation” in relationship to God’s 
love seems to be contradictory. Accord-
ing to the Baker Encyclopedia of the 
Bible, “propitiation” means “the turn-
ing away of anger by the offering of a 
gift.” Pagan reli-
gions often used 
this word to de-
scribe their practice 
of human sacrifice 
to their gods.  

When mission-
aries began to go 
to the South Sea 
Islands in the 1800s, they 
found this practice in use. 
Often a beloved child was 
given as an offering to the 
angry volcano gods to ap-
pease the destructive force 
of the volcano. The sacri-
fice had to be something 
or someone of value or 
the anger would not be 
appeased.

We see this demon-
strated by the story of 
Abraham and Isaac (Gen. 22:1-19).  
Abraham is instructed to take Isaac, his 
only son, and sacrifice him on an altar 
to demonstrate his love for God. Little 
did Abraham know that this was a fore-
shadowing of what God was going to 
do for all mankind’s sin through His 
only Son’s sacrifice on the cross.

God’s love for mankind is dem-
onstrated by the fact that He offered 
His own Son to be and atonement, or 
propitiation, for our sins. God’s anger 
has always been toward sin. His holi-
ness cannot look upon or tolerate sin; 

therefore, the only 
way to appease this 
anger was through 
an offering of love.

“For God so 
loved the world 
that He gave His 
only begotten Son, 
that whoever be-

lieves in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16, NKJV).

Similarly, 1 John 4:9 
says, “In this the love of 
God was manifested to-
ward us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son 
into the world, that we 
might live through Him.”

When we consider how 
the word “propitiation” 
was used in biblical times, 

we can see how God’s love is not con-
tradictory. True love is then exercised in 
our lives by the acceptance of God’s sac-
rifice for our sins and demonstrated by 
exhibiting that same love toward others.

As 1 John 4:11 says, “Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.”

Our family roots are in Missouri. 
More than 30 years ago my husband 
and I came to Arkansas with our two 
young children. Before long, our babies 
began to sound different; they devel-
oped the sweet brogue that is unique 
to Arkansas.

When we go 
home to Missouri, 
there is much 
good-natured teas-
ing about our vocal 
patterns. Our way 
of doing it sepa-
rates us from our 
extended family. Yet, we 
have roots that cause us 
to remember who we are 
and from whence we have 
come.

This is the situation 
in Israel in Joshua 22. 
The tribes of Reuben, 
Gad and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh were geo-
graphically removed from 
the larger body of Israel. 
The distance made a dif-
ference. In order to maintain their 
roots, these families built an altar. Just 
as you and I might have a photo of 
our family’s “home place” they made 
a “snapshot” of the altar on the west 
side of the Jordan to remind them-
selves of the bond with the greater 
body of Israel.

As often happens, there was a fam-
ily misunderstanding. It was so serious 
that Joshua 22:12 tells us there was 
to be war! The leaders of the families 
from the greater group came to seek 
resolution before the bloodshed began. 

(Here is a clue: 
Finding the truth 
often prevents di-
saster.)

Joshua 22:26-27 
explains the mo-
tives. This is not 
a place of compe-
tition against the 

Almighty, but a reminder 
of who He is. The altar 
was built out of fear of 
future exclusion from the 
promises and protection 
of God.

How often do we allow 
fear to separate us from 
others in the family of 
Christ? They are differ-
ent; they sing different 
songs; they do not use the 
same Communion wafers 

as we do. We fear someone because he 
or she raises his or her hands in wor-
ship. We give way to the misreading of 
motives without investigating. 

Jesus came to heal and unite His 
family. We are enlightened by reading 
His Truth in Scripture. Let us lay aside 
all barriers to serve Christ.

Mary Kisor
Russellville 

Is this of God?
1 John 4:1-6

ExplorE thE BiBlE

July 5, 2015

Zachary Tunnell
DeWitt

Achan’s sin and its consequences  are 
sobering, chilling and even frightening 
for those of us living under grace. We 
are more comfortable focusing on God’s 
mercy and forgiveness than contemplat-
ing His justice and 
retribution. But 
our great God is 
all that and more. 
His love cannot be 
separated from His 
justice. Like two 
sides of the same 
coin, God’s mercy 
and His compassion are in-
separable.

God established a Cov-
enant with His people, and 
Achan knowingly violated it 
when he allowed his greed 
to trump his reverence for 
God. When he stole the 
forbidden things, God pro-
nounced the whole com-
munity guilty (Josh. 7:11).

Does it sound unfair 
that one man’s guilt taints 
the entire community? Before dismiss-
ing this as an Old Testament concept 
with no application today, consider Ro-
mans 12:4-5, which says, “Just as each of 
us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.”

Move beyond failure 
Joshua 7:11-8:1

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Real love
1 John 4:7-21

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Work through conflict 
Joshua 22:11-34

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

June 28, 2015




