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Businessman Gillis recognized for service

ABSC reflecting
growing diversity

RECORD BUCK – Stephen Tucker poses with a record-setting 47-point buck 
that he shot during a week that he celebrated his birthday, in addition to fol-
lowing the Lord in believer’s baptism.  See story on page 2.

See APP page 3

LITTLE ROCK – Members 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Executive 
Board and leaders applauded 
life-changing ministries taking 
place in Arkansas, provided 
orientation to incoming board 
members and looked ahead to 
2017 during its Nov. 10 meet-
ing.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 
executive director, reflected on 
the Convention’s annual meet-
ing held recently at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock. 

“It’s really impressive to see 
the fire and the passion (of 
our young leaders),” Tucker 
said about attending the young 
leaders fellowship during the 
meeting.

“None of them were dressed 
like you are today, (but) they 
were focused on the king-
dom,” he smiled.

“It’s so amazing to see the 
diversity that our Convention 
is reflecting,” said Tucker. 
“We’re responsible for all of 
Arkansas. We’re responsible 
for everybody, and we try to 
reach everybody with our 
churches. If they won’t come 
to our churches, we go to 
them.”

Tucker reminded every-
one of key emphases of the 
Convention, which include 
church health and impacting 
unreached, unengaged and un-
derserved people groups.

He said the reality is for Bap-
tists to keep up with growth in 
Arkansas, 50 new churches 
averaging 1,000 in attendance 
need to be added. 

Tucker thanked board 
members for their commit-

See ABSC page 7

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

A NEW SMARTPHONE ap-
plication, MustardSeed, is set 
to give Arkansas Baptists a 
new way to support ministries 
– through rounding up the 
change on their credit or debit 
card purchases.

The app is called Mustard-
Seed, a reference to Matthew 
17:20 where Christ told a 
crowd that if they had faith as 
small as the grain of a mustard 
seed then they could move a 
mountain.

Created by the Baptist 
Foundation of Oklahoma 
(BFOK), the app is intended 
to give Christians an addi-
tional way to support chari-
table organizations, including 
their church, state Baptist 
agencies, Christian nonprofits 
and other organizations with a 
MustardSeed account.

The Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation (ABF) was one of the 
first outside organizations to 
become aware of MustardSeed 
from Robert Kellogg, presi-
dent and CEO of the BFOK. 
Bobby Thomas, president of 
the ABF, shared his interest in 
making the app available as a 
charitable giving resource to 
Arkansas Baptists. As a result, 
Arkansas was included in the 
app’s soft launch and was the 
earliest state to use the service 
behind Oklahoma.

“We call the app Mustard-
Seed because it’s about small 
actions that add up to big 
changes. A few cents here and 
there may not seem like much, 

New app 
supports
giving 

JONESBORO – Jim Gillis, 
owner of Gillis Inc., a con-
struction company located in 
Jonesboro, has been named 
Baptist Businessperson of the 
Year by the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

Gillis, 65, was nominated 
by Glen Putman, pastor of 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro.

“He (Gillis) and his wife, 
Jennie, have been married 
over 40 years. His very suc-
cessful business was built from 
the ground up by the Lord’s 
blessings and his hard work,” 
Putman wrote in a letter nomi-
nating Gillis. “Jim grew up in 

Payneway, with meager begin-
nings. His business succeeded 
because he took old equip-
ment and rebuilt it himself.”

“Why I recommend 
him (Gillis) as business-
person of the year is his 
relationship with the 
Lord. … He is one of 
the humblest and wis-
est men I have known 
in my 43 years of min-
istry,” wrote Putman.

In his letter nomi-
nating Gillis, Putman 
highlighted Gillis’ ministry to 
Hispanics.

“He employs them to win 
them. Every Sunday, he … 

helps lead a Spanish-speaking 
class, hardly knowing a word 
of Spanish. Only in heaven 
will we know what his fer-

vent evangelism will 
mean,” wrote Putman.

“I have a heart for 
Hispanics and anyone 
who is lost,” said Gillis 
in an interview.

Gillis said that he 
started a Bible study 
for Hispanics in his 
home about three 
years ago after notic-

ing that the demographic was 
rapidly growing in northeast 
Arkansas. After growing to 
about 40 people per meeting, 

the Bible study is now held 
at Walnut Street Baptist each 
Sunday. Many of the Hispanic 
construction workers whom  
Gillis employs are ministered 
to through the study.

The number of people 
who attend each Bible study 
is affected by work schedules, 
as well as men leaving north-
east Arkansas in order to re-
turn home and share how 
God has changed their lives 
with their family and friends,  
Gillis said.

“I’ll get it (the Bible study) 
built up and then all at once, 

See GILLIS page 2

 Find your next pastor
or staff member here! 

See the ABN classifieds on Page 12.
You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/classified-ads

Tucker says:
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Southern Baptist academics 
discuss theology at ETS meeting
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Thousands protest  
same-sex bills in Taiwan 

TAIWAN (BP) – Thou-
sands of demonstrators 
filled the streets in front of 
the Legislative Yuan Nov. 
17 to protest a set of bills 
that would make Taiwan 
the first Asian government 
to recognize same-sex 
marriage. By the end of 
the evening, the protest-
ers had gained a victory: 
The legislature decided to 
allow two public hearings 
before voting on the law.

Wearing white shirts 
and carrying signs that 
read, “Let the people de-
cide on marriage and fam-
ily,” and, “Stand up for 
the happiness of the next 
generation,” the protest-
ers – including families 
with young children – 
showed up at 7 a.m. to 
express their dismay that 
legislators were pushing 
the law through without 
a public hearing or allow-
ing the people a chance 
to participate. The protest 
remained mostly peaceful, 
with demonstrators sing-
ing, giving impassioned 
speeches and praying. Yet 
at 3 p.m., as legislators still 
refused to hold a public 
hearing on the issue, pro-
testers stormed the gate 
surrounding the Legisla-
tive Yuan. About 60 peo-
ple were able to get in and 
hold a sit-in outside the as-
sembly hall before police 
blocked off the gate.

Tens of thousands of 
people turned out in Octo-
ber for a gay-pride parade 
in the streets of Taipei. 
The legalization of same-
sex marriage has been 
expected ever since the 
pro-lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender Democratic 
Progress Party (DPP) took 
control of the parliament 
earlier this year. President 
Tsai Ing-wen has also been 
vocal in her support of gay 
marriage. In contrast, the 
previous ruling Kuomin-
tang party held a more tra-
ditional Confucian view 
of the family.

Hunter bags record
buck, gets baptized

In same week:

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
As his pastor said at Stephen 
Tucker's baptism, it had been 
a good week. First he bagged a 
47-point buck that may break 
the world record for largest 
antlers ever measured; then it 
was his birthday, and then he 
followed the Lord in 
believer's baptism.

Tucker, of Gallatin, 
Tenn., was baptized 
Nov. 13 at First Baptist 
Church in Hender-
sonville, Tenn., where 
former Arkansas pas-
tor Bruce Chesser ex-
plained Tucker had 
been a believer for 
years but had not demonstrat-
ed his faith through baptism. 
Last week, Tucker decided it 
was time. Chesser was pastor 
of Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church in Little Rock from 
July 2003 until July 2009.

As he testified to the con-
gregation that Jesus is his Lord 
and Savior, Tucker's name was 
quickly making the rounds on 
Internet news sites as articles 
recounted how he pulled off 
every hunter's dream.

Now there's even more good 
news. The antlers from the 
recording-breaking buck could 
be worth up to $100,000, ac-
cording to a leading buyer.

Tucker, 27, first saw the 
prize buck on a Sumner 
County farm Nov. 5 and tried 
to shoot him with a muzzle-
loader, but the gun misfired.

“The first time I saw him 
Saturday he came out about 30 
yards,” Tucker told WSMV-TV 
in Nashville. “I kind of locked 
up a little bit, and I finally 
calmed myself down enough 
to shoot, and then my gun 
wouldn't shoot.”

He saw the whitetail deer 
from about 150 yards away 
later that day, “but he didn't 
get what he felt was a clean 
and ethical shot,” Field & 
Stream reported.

“I was just hoping I would 
see him again after I passed 
up the shot the second time I 
saw him,” Tucker told The Ten-
nessean. “My thinking was the 
second time I saw him was, as 
far away as he was and as big as 
he was, I wanted to make sure 
that I killed him. I didn't want 

SHEFFIELD RECOGNIZED – Jimmie Sheffield, executive administrator with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC), was recognized for 60 years of 
ministry during the ABSC general staff meeting, Nov. 9. Sheffield was presented 
a framed memento signed by staff, a personalized coffee mug and other tokens 
of appreciation. J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC executive director, commented that he 
first met Sheffield when he took a class on church administration and has been 
blessed over the years by his “knowledge, experience and attitude.”

to cripple him.”
Two days later, Nov. 7, 

Tucker got another chance.
“That morning, he came 

out in front of me, but it was 
too dark to see,” Tucker told 
The Gallatin News. “He had a 
scrape right behind my blind. 

Thirty minutes later, I 
heard something, so I 
turned to my right and 
didn't see him. When 
I turned back around, 
there he was.”

The buck was 40 
yards away.

“I tried to focus,” 
Tucker said. “The 
other two times I had 

seen him, I was torn up. I had 
been coaching myself up this 
time.”

When Tucker shot the deer, 
the animal ran about 80 yards, 
according to The Gallatin News.

“When we went down 
there, we couldn't find a blood 
trail. It wasn't until about 50 
yards that we found a good 
blood trail. I started to get 
nervous. I started wondering 
if I had taken a good shot. I 
was relieved when we found 
the blood, and in about 30 
more yards, there he was,” said 
Tucker.

Tucker took the deer to a 
local bait shop, where the 
owner “was pretty speechless 
about it,” he recounted. The 
Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-
es Agency (TWRA) website 
“wouldn't even allow him to 
check it in,” Tucker said. “It 
kept saying that it was an in-
valid rack point number. He 
had to write a manual ticket.”

The 47 points totaled more 
than 300 inches in length. 
Because the buck's rack was 
so unique, Dale Grandstaff, a 
captain with the TWRA, mea-
sured it using Boone & Crock-
ett Club requirements for non-
typical racks, the agency said.

Grandstaff calculated a 
green score of 308 3/8 inches.

“When I first saw the buck, 
I thought this is going to be a 
state record for sure because it 
had about the same number of 
points as our standing record, 
but it surprised me when I 
measured it and it went above 
300 inches,” Grandstaff said, 
according to a TWRA news 

release. “That is something 
you just don't ever expect to 
measure as a certified scorer.”

The current world record 
buck, killed in Iowa in 2003, 
is 307 5/8 inches. Boone & 
Crockett requires a 60-day dry-
ing period during which the 
antlers of Tucker's deer could 
shrink below world record 
status, TWRA said, but he's 
almost certain to break the 
Tennessee non-typical record 
of 244 3/8 inches, which came 
from a buck also killed in Sum-
ner County in 2000.

The antlers from Tucker's 
deer are in a vault, and the 
rack will be measured again in 
January.

Meanwhile, he told The 
Gallatin News he plans on 
using every part of the trophy 
animal.

“We didn't even let him 
hang,” Tucker said. “Once we 
skinned him, we cut him up 
and packed the meat.”

Tucker said he's eager to see 
the dry score, which could set 
the new world record for non-
typical whitetail deer.

Chesser

continued from page one
GILLIS
they get their hearts right,  
their lives right, and they want 
to go home, head back to 
Mexico or Texas or the border, 
and make their lives right with 
their family and friends,” said 
Gillis. 

“I feel like, by teaching 
them here, getting them to ac-
cept Christ and trying to teach 
them how to share the gospel, 
that each of them is a mission-
ary who went back to Mexico,” 
he said.

ABSC Evangelism Conf. Jan. 30-31
LITTLE ROCK – The 2017 
State Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Health will 
be held Jan. 30-31 at Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church 
in Little Rock. 

Program personalities in-

cluded in the 2017 event are 
Steve Gaines, pastor of Bellev-
ue Baptist Church, Cordova, 
Tenn., and current president 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention;  Herb Reavis, pastor 
of North Jacksonville Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla.;  Jim 
Cymbala, pastor of Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, New York City; 
Vance Pitman, pastor of Hope 
Church, Las Vegas, Nev.; Rob-
ert Smith, Charles T. Carter 
Baptist chair of divinity at 
Beeson Divinity School in 
Birmingham, Ala., and Todd 
Cook, pastor of Sagebrush 
Community Church, Albu-
querque, N.M. Worship will 
be led by David McKinney, as-
sociate global worship pastor 
at Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas. 

Registration is only required 
to attend the workshops on 
Jan. 31. Visit absc.org for more 
information. 
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IMB trustees celebrate  
budget, new missionaries
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) 
– International Mission 
Board (IMB) trustees cel-
ebrated a balanced budget, 
unanimously approving 
the 2017 budget during 
their Nov. 10-11 meet-
ing near Richmond, Va. 
Trustees also appointed 50 
new missionaries during a 
Sending Celebration.

“I am pleased to share 
with you that because 
of generous giving from 
Southern Baptist churches 
to the IMB, disciples have 
been made and churches 
have been multiplied over 
the last year among the 
nations in truly breathtak-
ing ways,” IMB President 
David Platt told trustees.

“Furthermore, we are 
pleased to be able to pres-
ent to you a balanced bud-
get request for 2017 that 
projects growth in both 
fully supported mission-
ary appointments as well 
as new pathways designed 
to see multitudes of more 
men and women taking 
the gospel to people who 
have never heard it.”

“We have a sense of glad 
celebration with responsi-
ble projections,” Platt said. 
“As we are communicating 
to churches, we want to 
say two resounding words: 
Thank you.”

The budget presented 
to trustees represents a 
reversal in a trend of re-
cent years that has seen 
a decline of missionaries 
on the field. The budget 
proposes an increase in 
full-time, fully funded mis-
sionary appointments for 
2017, Platt said, while also 
opening the door for mis-
sionaries to go through 
other pathways.

Rodney Freeman, vice 
president of support ser-
vices and IMB treasurer, 
led trustees through a 
review of the 2017 Fiscal 
Resources Strategy Plan 
during their sessions and 
in the Support Services 
committee meeting. 

Graham crusades’ Cliff Barrows dies at 93
PINEVILLE, N.C. (BP) – Clif-
ford Burton “Cliff” Barrows, 
who served as music director 
of the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association (BGEA) for 
more than 60 years, died Nov. 
15 in Pineville, N.C., after a 
brief illness. He was 93.

The Marvin, N.C., resident 
had traveled the world with 
Billy Graham since the noted 
evangelist's first crusade in 
1947 in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
the BGEA reported.

Barrows' contributions to 
the ministry were immeasur-
able, Graham said in an offi-
cial statement upon the musi-
cian's death.

“There wouldn't be a Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion in the way it is today with-
out him. He was used of the 
Lord more than anyone else 
to keep us together with his 
strength, energy, devotion and 
love for the Lord,” Graham 
said. “Cliff set an example 
and was a role model of what 
a Christian ought to be. His 
contribution to my ministry 
cannot be measured in human 
terms.”

Barrows was known to 
BGEA President and CEO 
Franklin Graham as “Uncle 
Cliff.”

“Not only was he one of 
my father's closest friends, but 
he was a friend to all of us on 
the team and in the family,” 
Franklin Graham said. “Grow-
ing up, and until the day of 

his death, I called him Uncle 
Cliff. He was very much a part 
of our family.”

Barrows met the patriarch 
Graham in 1945 while the 
song leader was on his hon-
eymoon. The two men soon 
formed the first team 
of what would become 
known as BGEA. Bar-
rows was director of 
music programming – 
and later television and 
radio programming – 
for Billy Graham Cru-
sades, and hosted the 
weekly Hour of Deci-
sion radio program 
heard internationally 
for more than 60 years.

“Sometimes he could just 
step up and preach a lot better 
sermon than me because God 
gave him the gift – not only 
of organization and music, but 
also of preaching and teach-
ing,” Billy Graham said of 
Barrows. “We have a little con-
ference center near my home 
where I would go to hear 
him when he was there, and 
he certainly was a powerful  
speaker.”

Barrows is fondly remem-
bered by many.

LifeWay Worship Resources 
Director Mike Harland called 
Barrows “the father of every 
one of us who aspire to lead 
the church in singing the songs 
of faith.”

“Whatever the job of lead-
ing congregational singing is, 

that's what Cliff Barrows did. 
And whoever that leader is 
supposed to be, that's what 
he was to the rest of us,” Har-
land said. “And whatever the 
relationship between preacher 
and song leader can be, that's 

what we all saw in his 
relationship with Dr. 
Billy Graham.”

Frank S. Page, pres-
ident and CEO of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive 
Committee, expressed 
sorrow at Barrows' 
passing.

“He was a dear 
friend for many 

years,” Page said. “When I was 
considering going to Taylors 
(First Baptist Church, Tay-
lors, S.C.) as pastor, he called 
me and asked me to visit. We 
sang a chorus together, and he 
shared Scripture with me.

“He was a man without 
guile and a man in whom the 
Holy Spirit found a welcome 
place,” Page said. “He will be 
deeply missed by millions and 
remembered as a man who 
served our Lord and his friend 
Billy Graham with absolute 
selflessness and joy.”

Barrows was inducted into 
the Nashville Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame in April 1988, 
the Religious Broadcasting 
Hall of Fame in February 
1996, and the inaugural class 
of the Conference of South-
ern Baptist Evangelists' “Hall 

Barrows

of Faith” in 2008.
Jerry Johnson, president 

and CEO of National Reli-
gious Broadcasters (NRB), said 
Barrows reminded him of joy.

“He spoke with joy, sang 
with joy, and led God's people 
to sing with joy at the Billy 
Graham crusades,” Johnson 
said. “Cliff was an NRB man 
all the way, and we will miss 
him until we see him again in 
glory.”

Barrows is the fifth member 
of the original Billy Graham 
Crusades team to die, includ-
ing his first wife Billie, Grady 
Wilson, George Beverly Shea 
and Billy Graham's wife, Ruth.

Son of the late Harriet M. 
and Charles Tilson Barrows, 
the ministry leader was born 
and reared in Ceres, Calif. He 
is survived by his wife, Ann,  
and five children from his first 
marriage to Wilma Irene “Bil-
lie” Newell Barrows, who died 
in 1994, and their spouses:  
Chris and Bonnie Thomas, 
Bob Barrows, David and Betty 
Ruth Seera, Clifford “Bud” 
Barrows, and Bill and Teri 
Barrows. He is also survived 
by Ann Barrows children and 
their spouses: Tal and Teresa 
Prince and David and Dana 
Shillington, and numerous  
grandchildren.

A public funeral service for 
Barrows was held Nov. 22 at 
Calvary Church in Charlotte, 
N.C., followed by a private 
burial. 

but when your gifts join thou-
sands of others, you become 
part of something bigger,” 
reads promotional material 
from MustardSeed.

Free of charge and available 
through both major smart-
phone app stores, Mustard-
Seed allows users to create a 
passive donation stream sim-
ply by using their credit or 
debit card as they already regu-
larly do.

After downloading the app, 
an individual may link a credit 
or debit card to the free ac-
count created. After adding 
the form of payment, the app 
simply rounds up purchases 
to the nearest dollar and au-
tomatically donates the extra 
change from each purchase to 
the ministry selected.

To receive charitable dona-
tions through MustardSeed, 
organizations must “be a tax-
exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion,” according to Mustard-
Seed promotional materials. 
After creating a MustardSeed 
account, each organization 
will have its own launch page 
where it can direct potential 
donors. According to Thomas, 
users can only select one char-
ity to donate to at a time.

According to its “Privacy 
and Security Talking Points,” 
MustardSeed also values its us-
er’s “privacy and security” and 
does not store donor financial 
information, including “bank 
account numbers, credit/debit 
card numbers, CVC numbers, 
passwords, etc.” or “share or 
sell” other donor information.

During a special meeting 
held at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
building in Little Rock Sept. 
19, Kellogg shared about 

MustardSeed with a group of 
ABSC staff and Arkansas Bap-
tist ministers.

“We believe our largest 
financial supporting base is 
aging out, and it is not being 

replaced by next generation 
donors. So how do we engage 
this next generation of donors 
to give to your kingdom-im-
pacting ministry so that it is 
an income stream that devel-
ops future donor relationships 
with them?” asked Kellogg.

“Research shows us that 
millennials use a credit card 
about 45 times a month, and 
if you factor in the average 
round up, that is $23 a month 
that would go to the charity of 

their choosing,” said Kellogg.
According to promotional 

material, MustardSeed claims 
that at 5,000 users the average 
charitable donations gathered 
by the app would be $112,500 
(minus $13,004 subtracted 
for expenses) based on aver-
age round up amounts of $.50 
and 45 round ups per month. 
At 100,000 users, and using 
the same parameters, the or-
ganization claims monthly 
gifts would total $2.25 mil-
lion ($148,167 subtracted for 
expenses). Thus, the net do-
nations from contributions 
through MustardSeed, the 
amount of money going to 
charity after fees are subtract-
ed, would be 88.4 percent at 
5,000 users and 93.4 percent 
at 100,000 users.

For more information on 
MustardSeed visit mustard-
seedapp.org.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

It’s all about purpose
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glory and for His pleasure, ac-
cording to the Bible: 

To paraphrase Acts 17:24-
25, “The God who made 
the world and everything in 
it ... is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed any-
thing.” 

And Isa. 
43:7 (KJV) 
says this: 
“Even every 
one that is 
called by my 

name: for I have created him 
for my glory, I have formed 
him; yea, I have made him.” 

God created us because 
“God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). In 
fact, God loved us before He 
created us: “I have loved you 
with an everlasting love” (Jer. 
31:3, ESV). 

Finally, God created man-
kind because He wanted us to 
be a part of His eternal plan 
– which culminated through 

T oo many people mean-
der through life without 

purpose or direction. 
It is no wonder that, accord-

ing to recent news reports, 
the U.S. experiences a suicide 
every 13 minutes. In fact, the 
suicide rate in our country is 
the highest it 
has been in 25 
years. 

When a per-
son created in 
God’s image is 
influenced by the mainstream 
media to believe that all there 
is to life are  sex, material 
pleasure and the pursuit of 
success and power, there’s 
bound to be a fall – and sui-
cide can sometimes be the 
result. 

God had a purpose in creat-
ing mankind. So why did He 
make us? 

First, it’s not like God need-
ed us. He created us for His 

His gift of His Son, Jesus, to 
make atonement for our sins 
after man had broken fellow-
ship with Him. 

“God is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the fel-
lowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9, 
ESV). 

“But God shows his love for 
us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8, ESV). 

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) is published to help 
you navigate the complicated 
world of the 21st century by 
providing guidance and direc-
tion for living found only in 
God’s eternal Word. 

As you read the articles 
within the pages of ABN, 
think of ways you can use 
it in your walk and witness. 
Refer to the articles with your 
friends who need encourage-
ment as you seek to glorify 

the Lord with your life.
We honor God by reading 

His Word and seeking to un-
derstand it and apply it. 

Being a student of the 

Word literally brings an eter-
nity of happiness and pur-
pose. 

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Physician-assisted suicide grows ‘culture of death’ in U.S.
B y passing Proposition 

106, the “Colorado 
End of Life Options Act,” in 
last month’s election, voters 
in Colorado added their state 
to five others, 
and Washing-
ton, D.C., in 
allowing so-
called “death 
with dignity” 
or assisted 
suicide. Under 
the terms of the new law, if it 
is determined that a patient 
is in the final stages of a ter-
minal illness, has six or fewer 
months to live, and two doc-
tors agree with that prognosis, 
then, at the patient’s request, 
lethal drugs can be prescribed 
and administered.

Supporters of this Colo-
rado initiative and others 
like it claim that physician-
assisted suicide is respectful 
of patients’ autonomy. They 

say that such 
laws recognize 
the reality that 
many people 
want to con-
trol their own 
lives, includ-
ing the timing 

and means of their deaths. 
They claim that an added 
benefit could be the relief of 
physical, mental and emotion-
al pain that might only inten-
sify as the terminal condition 
progresses. 

Of course, not everyone 
sees it that way. Alex Schaden-

berg, executive director of 
the Euthanasia Prevention 
Coalition, has another per-
spective on assisted suicide 
laws in general and Colo-
rado’s version in particular. 
He observed, “People have 
been inundated with the 
message that this is about 
freedom, that this is about my 
autonomy, that there will be 
safeguards in place, when the 
fact is when you look at the 
reality, none of that is true.”

In addressing the Colorado 
law specifically, Schadenberg 
said, “The language is very 
weak. If you have a medical 
condition you don’t have to 
speak to a specialist, you don’t 
have to, in any way, receive 
an opportunity to get the in-

formation that might change 
your mind on it.”

Opponents of Proposition 
106, the Vote No Coalition, 
called the initiative “fatally 
flawed” for a number of rea-
sons. They claimed that it 
did not take into account the 
possibility that the doctors’ 
diagnosis could be wrong. 
They pointed out that it was 
woefully inadequate by not 
requiring the involvement of 
a psychiatrist or psychologist. 
Lastly, they warned that the 
law would make it “too easy 
for big health care companies 
and greedy heirs to finan-
cially exploit assisted suicide.”  
Peggi O’Keefe, the coalition’s 
spokesperson, said that it had 
already been shown that in 

Oregon, which has an assisted 
suicide law on the books, 
“the state Medicaid program 
denied chemotherapy treat-
ments and denied procedures, 
but said, ‘hey, we will cover as-
sisted suicide medication.’” 

Many people who oppose 
assisted suicide find that they 
share common moral ground 
based on some fundamental 
principles. Among these are 
religious opposition to ending 
innocent life in any situation, 
objections to the implied 
message that disabled persons 
don’t have lives worth living, 
and the real danger that all 
this might lead to a “slippery 
slope” where more demand 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See SUICIDE page 6
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Thriving in the chaos
T his time of year always energizes me. Most people get 

into a spring-cleaning mode. Not me. I prefer fall. 
This is when I come alive, recuperating after the nasty sum-
mer heat and finding energy I forgot I had. 

But, the changing seasons also bring the all-encompass-
ing holidays upon us, combining everything from Hallow-
een to New Year’s Day in one massive lump of wish lists, 
parties, purchasing and busyness. Just about the time I find 
my energy renewed by the cool crispness 
in the air, life launches me into the chaos 
that our culture has tied to this season. 

Every year I say I don’t want to get 
caught up in it. I want to be different. I 
want to be giving instead of  self-centered. 
I want to be energized instead of drained. But that requires 
a plan – a definite course of action that will bring results. 
And, frankly, I’ve never had a workable plan other than, “I 
will not over-commit.” That is easier said than done. 

This year, though, there’s something different. My family 
has been relearning how to rest. Rest days used to be easily 
found in our schedule, not requiring much intentional-
ity. That is no longer the case, and I’m a bit thankful. It is 
forcing us to learn how to be intentional in Sabbath obe-
dience, choosing to regularly walk away from incomplete 
tasks and long to-do lists, allowing ourselves to truly stop. 

It’s amazing how intentional obedience in rest lends it-

self to a workable plan for the busy times. It gives me hope 
that we will be able to thrive this year instead of simply sur-
vive. Here’s what that looks like for us:

– Our rest is already protected with boundaries set. Hav-
ing firm boundaries in place reduces the exceptions we 
make to that day of rest and makes us intentional about 
rescheduling if we must make an exception. 

– Along with rest comes energy to pour into others. So 
often, our busy seasons are overwhelmed by 
selfishness simply because we are so incredibly 
exhausted. We want to be different, exchang-
ing the “I wants” for giving hearts. But, when 
we lack nourishment for our own souls, we 
have little to give to others. Rest nourishes us, 

providing the energy to be outwardly focused. 
– When we are rested, we are more thankful. As I have 

watched Thanksgiving continue to disappear from Ameri-
can culture, I realize that our harried lives keep us from 
slowing down and noticing. Perhaps we don’t intend to 
become less thankful, but we become more needy, which 
makes us less thankful. As my family relearns how to rest, 
we are also remembering how to be thankful. 

Yes, I’m delighted with the arrival of fall. And this year, 
I’m excited about continuing to thrive, even in the chaos!

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

T he parable of the shrewd 
manager is widely known 

as the most difficult parable to 
understand. Commentary writers 
often doubt their own interpreta-
tion, and most preachers avoid 
the parable at all costs.

The parable itself is pretty 
straightforward. Somehow, a 
wealthy landowner discovered 
that his steward was not correctly 
taking care of business. The stew-
ard not only lost his integrity, he 
also lost his job.  

 While still in possession of 
his former boss’ ledger books, in 
haste he settled accounts with two 
debtors by drastically reducing 
their debts: one, by half, and the 
other, by a fifth of the price.  By 
doing this, the steward put him-
self in the debtors’ good favor, 
which hopefully would help him 
in the future.

 When the wealthy man learned 
of his former steward’s business 
finale, he commended him for his 
shrewdness. The steward thought 
on his feet and managed to get 
out of the situation well. The 
steward was astute.

 Not only did the master com-
mend the steward, Jesus did the 
same! However, Jesus did not 
commend the steward’s sin. In-
stead, he commended the steward 
for using his wits to get out of a 
precarious situation. Everyone, 
like the steward, should have an 
“exit strategy.”

 Whether it is a tight play in 
football, getting out of a traffic 
jam or dealing with an emergency, 
it is important to have an escape 
plan. The steward did just that, 
and Jesus commended him for it.

  If a sinful steward can think 
ahead and figure out his own exit 
strategy, why can’t disciples of 
Jesus? Astute disciples realize that 
their destiny is assured if God is 
their Master and Christ is their 
Savior. Once they know this, all 
they possess must be used to help 
and save others.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Baptists Ask 
is reader-driven. To submit a question 
email tim@arkansasbaptist.org or call 
501-378-4791, ext. 5153.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

 What is the moral of the 
parable of the shrewd 

manager (Luke 16:1-13)?  

Testimony services aren’t ‘old -fashioned’
G rowing up as a pastor’s son in a small church, I recall 

that some of my most fond church memories are 
linked to those occasional Sunday nights when my dad, 
rather than preaching, would moderate a “testimony ser-
vice.”  

In those services, our song leader Wally Chandler would 
give the pianist a night off, and he would just play his 
guitar while he and his wife, Jo, would lead us in a medley 
of hymns and choruses. Then, my dad 
would read a Scripture and open the 
floor for anyone to share a brief testimo-
ny. Between testimonies, Wally and Jo 
always seemed to have a “perfect song” 
to go along with, or reinforce, the previ-
ous testimony. As a congregation, we 
celebrated with those who shared testimonies of salvation, 
healing from addictions, reuniting of marriages and an-
swers to prayer. My favorite was hearing all of the different 
stories about how individuals were saved – even though, 
through the years, we heard many of the same stories over 
and over again.

Maranatha Baptist Church was a special place to me. 
This is where my dad pastored throughout my elementary 
school years. During those years, we watched the church 
grow from an attendance of 20 to more than 220, mostly 
from conversion growth. I believe that much of the growth 
was catalyzed by those testimony services. Here’s why:

First, testimony nights provided a forum for people to 
formulate and practice sharing personal salvation testimo-
nies. Individuals grew in both confidence and skill with 
regard to telling their salvation stories. This exercise pre-
pared individuals for sharing their stories outside the walls 

of the church with friends, family and coworkers.
Second, it helped us to get to know each other and 

deepened our love for each other. Those testimonies re-
minded each of us that we are all “sinners saved by grace.” 
I remember the night that Jim Marrujo, a recently retired 
professional baseball player, a “man’s man” and one of 
those “I-want-to-grow-up-and-be-like-him” men, stood and 
shared his salvation testimony with tears streaming down 

his cheeks. While I do not recall any of the de-
tails, it so impressed this nine-year-old boy that 
a man who had played in Yankee Stadium was 
broken over his sin and the grace that God ex-
tended to him through Jesus Christ. Suddenly, 
Marrujo was a just a “regular old guy” saved by 
grace – and that’s what most mattered to him.

Third, these nights were often evangelistic. My dad 
would wrap up the service by saying something like, “To-
night we have heard a lot of great stories of Jesus doing 
what Jesus does – forgiving, restoring and giving new life. 
Do you have a story like that? If not, your story can begin 
tonight.” More often than not, people were saved at those 
services.

Scripture tells us to “encourage one another” (1 Thess. 
5:11) and to “spur one another on” (Heb. 10:24). Hearing 
testimonies from one another does this and more. And it 
doesn’t have to happen in a Sunday night service. Bible 
study classes, prayer groups, fellowships, Sunday school 
or anywhere God’s people gather can potentially be great 
forums for hearing, sharing and bragging on Jesus (2 Cor. 
10:17).

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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It’s easy to sign up! Simply visit mustardseedapp.org to get started today!
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I recently asked one of 
my student workers in 

the admissions counseling 
office what she would say 
to someone interested in 
attending Ouachita Baptist 
University. What makes us 
different? 

“I wanted a school that 
offered a 
close com-
munity 
– where I 
would be 
important 
and not just 
another face in the crowd. 
I found that and more at 
Ouachita,” she replied. “I 
hoped to find community 
with students, but I never 
expected to find it with the 
faculty and staff too. I have 
found people who truly care 
about me and my future.” 

It is the Ouachita differ-
ence. It sets us apart. 

The college search can 
be challenging. Deciding 
on what you want out of 
the college experience takes 
intentional thought. Stu-
dents can’t just look at what 
they want going in. They 

Baptist 
Foundation
Bobby Thomas

Ouachita 
Baptist
Lori Motl

need to consider their desired 
outcomes. Who do they want 
to be upon graduation? Yes, 
there should be a degree in 
hand. But what else? College 
is a time to grow not only aca-
demically, but also spiritually. 

Choosing a Christian col-
lege can have a dramatic 

impact on the 
trajectory of a 
student’s life. 
As parents, 
we spend 18 
years work-
ing to instill 

Christ’s teachings into our 
children. Their first experi-
ences out of the shelter of 
our home can either further 
or undermine those values. 
A recent study found that 70 
percent of 18- to 22-year-olds 
drop out of church for at least 
a year. That’s a staggering 70 
percent!

I want my children to be 
surrounded by people with 
like values as they learn to 
navigate this world without 
me. Not that they couldn’t 
do it another way, but why 
wouldn’t I want a few more 
years to undergird those 

teachings? I want them to 
find mentors and friends 
to encourage them in their 
faith. I want them to be 
challenged. I want them to 
make their faith their own, 
but to do it in an atmo-
sphere with a safety net.

Of course, a Christian 
college environment often 
comes at a higher financial 
cost. This year, we have 
been able to restructure our 
financial aid at Ouachita 
to make it more affordable 
for families. Our merit 
scholarships have increased 
significantly. Coupled with 
the earlier timeline of the 
FAFSA, families have more 
time to work out the financ-
es earlier in the search pro-
cess. I encourage families 
to walk through the admis-
sions and financial aid pro-
cess with a Christian college 
(of course, I would love for 
it to be Ouachita) and see 
what the possibilities can 
be. I promise you that value 
exceeds the cost!

Lori Motl is director of ad-
missions counseling at Ouachi-
ta Baptist University.

Ouachita offers lasting value

One meeting, three stories
O n Nov. 10, the Ar-

kansas Baptist Foun-
dation held its final board 
meeting of 2016. While 
the last meeting of the 
year always 
includes a 
special time 
of recogni-
tion for out-
going board 
members, 
this year’s 
meeting seemed to have an 
even more impactful tone 
as we heard three wonder-
ful stories of how God has 
moved and is still at work 
among us.

Colby Harper, a student 
at Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a 
recipient of the Grace Semi-
nary Scholarship, shared 
an opening devotional. We 
were blessed to listen as 
Harper shared how God 
had moved in his life while 
he was a young teenager in 
Crossett. We were further 
encouraged to see a young 

man who has developed se-
curity in his identity in Jesus 
Christ.  Harper stood firm 
in that certainty and rejected 
the temptation to desire af-

firmation or 
applause from 
others.

Charles 
Bonner, for-
mer Founda-
tion board 
member, 

shared with us as a special 
guest during what would 
normally be the president’s 
report. By this point, we were 
all aware of the transformative 
$1 million gift that Charles 
and his wife Genevieve gave 
to Camp Siloam. Having 
personally known the Bon-
ners, I knew they regarded all 
resources as gifts from God. I 
had also seen them resist the 
temptation to hoard or waste 
these gifts. Instead, I had seen 
them deploy these resources 
to work consistently with 
God’s leading, and they did 
this for God’s glory not for 

personal recognition.
Tom Jones, president of 

Williams Baptist College, 
shared with us an institu-
tional update. With 2016 
being the 75th anniversary 
of the college, you could 
not help but think of the 
perspective of H.E. and 
Beatrice Williams, founders 
of Williams Baptist College. 
These folks understood 
that their lives were not 
their own. As I have gotten 
to personally know several 
members of the Williams’ 
family, I can personally af-
firm that they continue to 
listen and joyfully respond 
to God’s leadership.

Thank you, Arkansas 
Baptists, for allowing us 
to serve in such amazing 
settings and circumstances 
with such godly stewardship 
leaders.

Bobby Thomas is president 
of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation. For more information 
on the ministry of the Founda-
tion visit abf.org.

continued from page 4
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would be made for physicians 
to participate in ending lives. 
If the Hippocratic Oath of 
“do no harm” still means 
anything, doctors should 
never kill their patients. Their 
efforts should be offered to 
help, heal, alleviate pain and 
save lives – not take them.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Love thy neighbor as thyself ... 
even if they disagree politically
THE ELECTION of Donald 
Trump as the next president 
of the United States was baf-
fling to some and an answer 
to prayer for others. While we 
will have to wait and see what 
Trump’s presidency will bring, 
this election cycle and its wake 
give us some interesting in-
sights into the state of our na-
tion.

Like many, I did not put 
much stock in Trump’s cam-
paign when it 
was formally 
launched in 
the summer of 
2015. His well-
documented 
ove r - the - top 
personality and the fact that, 
while he is a successful busi-
nessman, most Americans 
know him as a primetime real-
ity TV star, originally led me 
to write him off as little more 
than a publicity stunt.

In regards to the Democrat-
ic Party’s candidate, the field  
was more straightforward. I 
had a strong feeling from the 
beginning of the election cycle 
that Hillary Clinton, former 
U.S. Secretary of State and 
wife of former President Bill 
Clinton, would be their can-
didate. If not for the historic 
election of Barack Obama in 
2008, Clinton might well have 
been our current president. 
She has long been a leading 
member of the party and was 
an obvious shoo-in for this 
year’s nomination.

However, to the surprise of 
many, including myself, the 
status quo on either side of the 
political aisle was disrupted,  
and both parties experienced 
the affects.

Trump’s campaign went 
from being considered a joke 
to producing amazing results 
throughout the primary sea-

son and into the general elec-
tion. Through numerous pub-
lic relations scandals, includ-
ing questions regarding his 
business dealings and person-
al character and his complete 
lack of political experience, 
Trump continued to rally and 
gain support with an elector-
ate that desperately  wanted 
change in Washington.

In addition to unresolved 
scandals involving her han-

dling of clas-
sified emails, 
contributions 
to the Clinton 
Fo u n d a t i o n 
and the attack 
of the U.S. 

Embassy in Libya while serv-
ing as Secretary of State, Clin-
ton also saw her nomination 
called into question by long-
time Vermont senator, and 
self-described socialist,  Bernie 
Sanders. While their visions 
for America were very differ-
ent, Sanders and Trump both 
highlighted a seemingly united 
opinion within the country 
that the two established politi-
cal vehicles – the Republican 
and Democratic parties – had 
lost the faith of most Ameri-
cans.

On Nov. 8 many evan-
gelical Christians would have 
been placed in that group of 
Americans frustrated with 
the direction of the country. 
Some voted for Trump. Some 
voted for Clinton. Most voted 
for the candidate that they dis-
liked least.

This election, more than 
any other in my lifetime, ex-
posed the best and worst in 
people – especially within the 
evangelical community. Many 
evangelicals felt there was no 
clear choice of whom to sup-
port for president. For others, 
the choice seemed so obvious 
that they questioned the con-
victions of any Christian who 
disagreed with them.

It’s easy for me to stand firm 
on Scripture’s teachings that 
refer to things like the sanctity 
of human life. But through re-
cent converations with Chris-
tian friends who voted differ-
ently than I voted, I have been 
convicted that the command 
to “love thy neighbor” includes 
both those whom I agree with,  
and disagree with, politically.

Caleb Yarbrough is associate 
editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

Call & Response
Caleb Yarbrough
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2017 VBS PREVIEW – Mark Jones of LifeWay Christian Resources leads a 2017 vacation Bible school (VBS) curriculum and 
resource preview at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building in Little Rock, Nov. 17. Galactic Starveyors is the 2017 
VBS theme. For more information visit LifeWay.com/VBS. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

BELLEVUE, Wash. – A 
71-year-old Washington florist 
and young Oregon bakers are 
among Christian small busi-
ness owners awaiting court 
decisions on their right to re-
fuse business violating their 
religious beliefs.

Southern Baptist florist Bar-
ronelle Stutzman is awaiting a 
ruling from the Washington 
State Supreme Court on her 
appeal of a judgment against 
her for refusing to design a 
floral arrangement for a gay 
wedding.

Aaron and Melissa Klein, 
forced to close their Gresham, 
Ore., bakery after they refused 
to bake a cake for a lesbian 
couple's commitment ceremo-
ny, have appealed their case to 
the Oregon Court of Appeals. 
Meanwhile, the Oregon bu-
reaucrat who waged political 
jihad against the Kleins was 
outsted by voters, Fox 
News reported.

Oregon Labor Com-
missioner Brad Avaki-
an was defeated by Re-
publican Dennis Rich-
ardson in his bid to be 
Secretary of State. It is 
the first time a Repub-
lican has been elected 
to a statewide office in 
Oregon since 2002, ac-
cording to Fox.

In the case of 
Stutzman, Washing-
ton’s highest court 
heard her appeal Nov. 
15 at Bellevue College in Bel-
levue, the latest deliberation 
in Stutzman’s three-year battle 
to live out her Christian faith 
that affirms marriage as a com-
mitment between one man 
and one woman.

Stutzman, owner of Arlene 
Flowers in Richmond, is repre-
sented by Alliance Defending 
Freedom (ADF).

“A Muslim graphics design-
er should not be compelled 
to create designs promoting a 
Jewish Friends of Israel group, 
a gay public relations manager 
shouldn't be forced to promote 
the Westboro Baptist Church, 
and a Christian floral designer 
shouldn’t be forced to create 
custom wedding designs for a 
wedding that is not between 

Florist, bakers await
court decisions over
religious liberty

one man and one woman,” 
ADF attorney Kristen Waggon-
er said in proceedings posted 
on the court's website.

Stutzman is appealing a 
lower court's Feb. 18, 2015,  
ruling that she violated the 
U.S. and state civil rights of 
Robert Ingersoll and Curt 
Freed when she refused two 
years earlier to design floral ar-
rangements for their wedding. 
She offered instead to provide 
floral stems and referred them 
to other florists to arrange the 
flowers.

The lower court held 
Stutzman personally liable for 
the plaintiffs’ attorney fees and 
damages, putting her in dan-
ger of losing her business and 
personal holdings. Both the 
state of Washington and the 
couple sued Stutzman in the 
case stemming from the March 
2013 incident.

“If the government can ruin 
Barronelle for peacefully living 
and working according to her 
faith, it can punish anyone else 
in Washington for expressing 
their beliefs,” Waggoner has 
said.

The Southern Baptist Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty 
Commission is among several 
groups that filed friend-of-the-
court amicus briefs in support 
of Stutzman, the ADF report-
ed.

The Kleins, who had oper-
ated SweetCakes by Melissa, 
refused in 2013 to design a 
custom cake for a lesbian cou-
ple’s commitment ceremony, 
and were fined $135,000 in 
2015 after being found guilty 
of violating the couple’s civil 

rights. First Liberty Institute is 
awaiting oral arguments in the 
case, and filed its latest brief 
in support of the couple Sept. 
8 with the Oregon Court of  
Appeals.

First Liberty Institute is 
challenging the Bu-
reau of Labor and 
Industries argument 
that the federal gov-
ernment can compel 
citizens to create art 
and engage in speech 
that goes against their 
beliefs. If the court 
allows the final order 
against the Kleins to 
stand, First Liberty 
said in a press release, 
the court will approve 
governmental author-
ity to force artists to 
celebrate causes that 

violate their conscience.
“Should the government 

force Catholics to sculpt to-
tems for Wiccan rituals, or 
feminists to photograph fra-
ternity initiations, or pro-life 
videographers to film an abor-
tion? Of course not,” Kelly 
Shackelford, First Liberty Insti-
tute president and CEO, said 
in the press release. “No one 
should be forced to contribute 
to the celebration of an idea 
that goes against his or her be-
liefs.”

The Kleins have faced pub-
lic backlash for refusing to de-
sign the cake for the lesbian 
couple.

This story was compiled from 
reporting by Baptist Press and 
other media reports.

Alliance Defending Freedom attorney Kristen Waggoner ap-
peals to the Washington State Supreme Court on behalf of 
Washington Southern Baptist florist Barronelle Stutzman Nov. 
15 in Bellevue, Wash. 

ment to reaching the state for 
Christ.

“There are a lot of great 
things happening in Arkansas, 
and you’re a part of it.”

In other action, the board:
– Heard a testimony from 

Jake Guenrich, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Walnut 
Ridge, about how the ABSC 
church revitalization process 
has helped his church grow 
in recent months. “We real-
ized our church was not being 
relationally intentional,” said 
Guenrich, adding the church 
has been working to improve 
its Sunday school outreach and 
is looking hard at improving 
its church member-to-baptism 
ratio. He said they discovered 
during the evaluation that 
members “were not sharing 
their faith.” The church soon 
will baptize two softball players 
from Williams Baptist College, 
he said.

– Heard a testimony from 
Kyle Reno, lead pastor of The 
Summit Church in Conway. 
Reno shared how the church 
– after having no facility of its 
own in which to meet – now 
occupies a debt-free facility do-
nated by a congregation that 
was declining in attendance. 
Reno was told by one of the 
church’s leaders who recom-
mended donating the facility, 
“You don’t know how many 
times I’ve stood in this sanctu-
ary and said, ‘Father, fill this 

house.’” Then the man told 
him, “’God had a different way 
that He was going to do it.’”

– Heard agency updates 
from Ben Sells, president of 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
and Tim Yarbrough, editor/ex-
ecutive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN).

– Heard reports from vari-
ous Convention committees. 
Craig Jenkins, pastor of Beech 
Street First Baptist Church, 
Texarkana, was elected to 
chair the Operating Commit-
tee; George Goynes, pastor of 
Macedonia Baptist Church, 
Doddridge, was elected to 
chair the Program Commit-
tee, and Bruce Venable, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, was elected to chair the 
Finance Committee.

An afternoon orientation 
session for newly-elected Con-
vention and entity trustees was 
conducted following lunch. A 
session titled, “Responsibili-
ties of a Trustee,” was led by 
Bob Beach, a Little Rock at-
torney and president of the 
ABN Board of Directors, and 
Paul White, a Bryant attorney. 
Tucker led another session 
titled, “The Cooperative Pro-
gram.” The orientation ended 
with a Q-and-A session with 
ABSC agency leaders, includ-
ing Sells; Yarbrough; Jason 
Wilkie, executive director of 
Camp Siloam; David Perry, 
executive director of Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries, and Tom 
Jones, president of Williams 
Baptist College.

continued from page one
ABSC
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PASTOR DATE NIGHT – Mark Dance (third from left), former Arkansas pastor now with LifeWay Christian Resources in 
Nashville, Tenn., answers a question during Pastor Date Night, Nov. 10, at First Baptist Church, Sherwood. Other panelists were 
(from left):  Jeff and Wendy Williams of Second Baptist Church, Conway; Dance’s wife, Janet; and Judy and Tony Weston of First 
Baptist Church, El Dorado. Pastor Date Night, a free evening for Arkansas Baptist ministers and their spouses, included dinner, 
childcare and numerous complimentary resources from LifeWay. The panel, which included the three couples, answered ques-
tions texted from the audience. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

Pastor Appreciation

Hough

Refresh their hearts in Christ all year
By Casey Hough

AS THE APOSTLE Paul 
neared the end of his minis-
try, he faced great discourage-
ment. According to 2 Timothy 
4:9-18, Paul longed for Timo-
thy, his “true son in the faith,” 
(1 Tim. 1:2, NIV) to 
come to him soon 
because the majority 
of his other compan-
ions, like Demas, had 
either abandoned 
him or left for other 
ministry assignments. 

At this point, Luke 
the physician was the 
only person left, and 
Paul was in need of 
encouragement. While Paul’s 
discouragement did not re-
flect the Lord’s absence in 
his life and ministry (2 Tim. 
4:17), it was still very real. In 2 
Corinthians 11:28, Paul spoke 
candidly of the daily pressure 
on him from his concern for 
all that churches, which was 
in addition to the constant 
trials and threats on his life. 
The man who encountered 
the risen Christ on the road to 
Damascus dealt with the grief, 
frustration, heartbreak and 
anxiety that all true ministers 
face. No minister, not even 
Paul, is exempt from discour-
agement. 

Obviously, discouragement 
in ministry is nothing new. 
All faithful servants encoun-

ter daily difficulties and trials, 
which many in the congrega-
tion do not understand or sim-
ply do not perceive to be real. 

The occasional office drop-
in criticism, lack of participa-
tion or general pettiness of a 
church member can quickly 

leave the strongest of 
ministers feeling iso-
lated and unappreci-
ated by their congrega-
tion. Confusion and 
uncertainty about their 
ministerial calling can 
begin to slowly creep 
into their minds, caus-
ing them to feel more 
like an employee with 
dozens of bosses rather 

than an ordained servant of 
the risen Christ. When minis-
ters feel this way, their church-
es suffer as well. According to 
Hebrews 13:17, ministers who 
are able to lead with joy and 
not with groaning because 
their congregations obey and 
submit to their leadership are 
blessings to the church and 
pleasing to the Lord. 

During the recent pastor-
staff appreciation emphasis 
my prayer was that Arkansas 
Baptist churches would make 
it a month to remember for 
their ministers. Happy, appre-
ciated ministers are blessings 
to churches. By resolving to 
be intentional in your appre-
ciation, you are not only dem-
onstrating the love of Christ 

to your ministers, but you are 
also promoting the health of 
the church of Jesus Christ 
(Heb. 13:17). 

While it is important for 
Christians to set aside a month 
each year and an intentional 
time to come alongside their 
ministers to encourage them 
and to let them know that 
they are loved, wanted and ap-
preciated, the practice should 
be continual throughout 
the year. If the Apostle Paul 
needed the encouragement of 
Timothy, then your ministers 
need encouragement as well. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to 
refresh their hearts in Christ 
by sacrificially demonstrating 
your appreciation for your 
church staff.

Casey Hough is pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Camden.

LMCO/Week of Prayer
‘The gospel resounds’

DO YOU WANT to do more 
this year for Christmas – more 
than the sometimes frenzied 
decorating, shopping, wrap-
ping, cooking, attending par-
ties and hoping you haven’t 
forgotten someone who may 
be planning to give you a 
Christmas gift?

Do you long to give a 
Christmas gift – one that has 
true meaning, one that cel-
ebrates God’s gift of His only 
Son, Jesus Christ, to us as a 
tiny baby so many years ago?

If you answered Yes to ei-
ther of those questions, then 
consider praying during the 
Week of Prayer for Interna-
tional Missions, Dec. 4-11, 
and giving to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (LMCO). 

The theme for the 2016 
Week of Prayer is “The gospel 
resounds” from Colossians 
1:5-6 (HCSB). In partnership 
with all Southern Baptists, the 
International Mission Board 
(IMB) is able to send mission-
aries so the gospel will resound 
throughout the world.  

One hundred percent of the 
money collected through the 
LMCO goes to sending and 
sustaining international mis-
sionaries. This year's goal is 
$155 million.

The 2016 Week of Prayer 
focuses on these missionary 
families:

The Harrell family, serv-
ing in Nacala, Mozambique, 
where spiritual warfare is very 
real. Only through concen-
trated prayer and the work of 
the Holy Spirit can Christ be 
made known here.

The Copland Family in Ve-
rona, Italy, where the beauty 
of the city belies its spiritu-
ally bankrupt condition. This 
young couple is making in-

roads in developing relation-
ships that lead to life-changing 
conversations.

David and Hanna Harris* 
in South America, where the 
couple from Kentucky is reach-
ing out to people of the Jewish 
faith with the transforming 
message of the gospel.

The Haun family in Na-
lerigu, Ghana, where the 
couple seeks not only to bring 
physical healing, through Dr. 
Heidi Haun’s medical career, 
but also to discover opportu-
nities to testify to Christ’s love 
and salvation.

The Dove family in Sand-
efjord, Norway, where the 
couple works to encourage 
churches while their boys are 
adept at opening doors to re-
lationships. Prayer, though, is 
the real key.

The Cregg family in South 
Asia, where darkness often 
reigns in the city of 22 million 
where the couple serves. The 
Cregg family seeks to bring the 
Light of Christ to the dark.

Bethany Amber in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, where 
the high school student, whose 
parents serve as missionaries, 
shares God’s love in a unique 
way.

Layla Murphy in Southeast 
Asia, where she hammers out 
her commitment to answer 
God’s call and share His love 
with those who need to hear it.

Resources
Lottie Moon Christmas Of-

fering and Week of Prayer for 
International Missions videos 
are available for download at 
imb.org/lmco-videos.

For more related online 
resources, visit imb.org/lottie-
moon-christmas-offering.

*Names are changed
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Clarification on Replicate event
SILOAM SPRINGS – Repli-
cate, a fall retreat for youth in 
grades 7-12, was an event that 
was planned and conducted 
jointly by the Washington-
Madison Baptist Association 
and North Arkansas Baptist 
Association with input from 
the college and youth leaders 
team and the evangelism and 
church health team of Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC). 

An article published in the 
Nov. 17 edition of the Arkansas 
Baptist News about Replicate 
was not clear in identifying the 
primary sponsors of the Repli-

cate event, which is in its third 
year and was attended by 315 
students. 

According to Ron Lomax, 
associational missionary for 
the Washington-Madison Bap-
tist Association, members of 
the planning team included 
student leaders and leaders of 
the Baptist Student Ministry 
of both associations, as well as 
Jack McCarty, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Huntsville, 
chairman; Warren Gassaway 
of the ABSC, and Lomax. 

More information about 
the 2017 Replicate event is 
available at relicatenwa.com.

Foundation sets distribution record

Tucker

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation Board 
of Directors celebrated a re-
cord-setting $17 million distri-
bution (Jan.-Sept. 2016) at its 
Nov. 10 meeting.

The announcement of 2016 
distributions of $17,078,890 
was made during the review 
of the third-quarter financial 
report, said Bobby Thomas, 
Foundation president. It 
marks the first time in the his-
tory of the Foundation that 
distributions exceeded $30 
million for any 12-month pe-
riod (Oct. 2015-Sept. 2016), 
Thomas noted.

In other business, the board:

– Announced that Curt 
Tucker will be joining the staff 
as finance coordinator. Tucker 
is a graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University 
with a degree 
in accounting 
and finance. 
Tucker joins 
the Founda-
tion from Mer-
rill Lynch with 
insurance and 
investment li-
censes as well as financial plan-
ning experience, Thomas said.

– Heard a devotional and 
personal testimony from 
Colby Harper, a student at 

Mid-America Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary student and a re-
cipient of the Grace Seminary 
Scholarship administered by 
the Foundation.

– Recognized outgoing 
board members and elected 
Mark Conine as new board 
secretary.

– Heard a testimony from 
Charles and Genevieve Bon-
ner regarding their $1 million 
charitable gift to Camp Siloam 
to assist with the construction 
of a new dining hall facility.

– Heard a presentation 
by Tom Jones, president of 
Williams Baptist College, 
regarding the college’s 75th 
anniversary and long-range 
plans. Jones said the college is 
increasing its liberal arts cur-
riculum, as well as adding a 
master of arts degree in teach-
ing and a bachelor of arts de-
gree in criminal justice. Sports 
continue to grow at the college 
with extensive recruiting in 19 
varsity sports and the addition 
of a Greco-Roman wrestling 
training center, Jones told the 
board.

– Announced the Foun-
dation will conduct an open 
house from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Dec. 7 in the dining 
room of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention building. 
The open house will include a 
service project with Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes.

College ministers gather at Paron for retreat
PARON – Baptist Campus 
ministries (BCM) community 
college ministers from across 
the state were invited to Camp 
Paron for a retreat hosted by 
members of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
college and young leaders 
team. 

The theme of the annual 
retreat was Gaining Ground, 
and primarily focused on how 
BCM ministers can more ef-
fectively reach both traditional 
and nontraditional students 
on a community college cam-
pus.

Chris Kohlman, organizer 
of the BCM retreat and AB-
SC’s community college con-
sultant, explained why these 

yearly retreats are integral to 
the ministries of smaller BCM 
campuses.

“These campus ministers 
are on difficult campuses to 
do ministry. They don’t come 
from places like University 
of Arkansas, with its student 
life and dorms and things 
going on on campus. These 
are schools with students that 
come and go — if they come at 
all in light of increased online 
classes — so for them not only 
to be able to really encourage 
one another but to also talk to 
each other about what’s effec-
tive and what is not is proba-
bly the biggest highlight,” said 
Kohlman.

At the retreat, speakers from 

across the state lectured at-
tendees in 15-minute segments 
– called Seed Talks – on how 
to most effectively minister to 
students on their campus. 

After underlining ministry 
tools and figuring out how to 
implement them this fall, the 
ministers participated in team-

building exercises that allowed 
them to make connections 
with one another, allowing 
BCM leaders from across the 
state to exchange thoughts and 
ideas, a process Kohlman calls 
“cross-pollination.” 

“If we did our job right in 
organizing this retreat, we will 

see more students growing in 
Christ, getting connected to 
churches and getting involved 
in missions,” said David James, 
ABSC college and young lead-
ers team leader.

For more information on 
how to get involved a local 
BCM visit cylarkansas.com.

Subscribe to the 
Arkansas Baptist News!
arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe
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Ouachita hosts education consortium
ARKADELPHIA – Launch-
ing the Consortium for Global 
Education’s (CGE) 30th year, 
participants from across the 
nation and around the world 
gathered Sept. 14-16 on the 
campus of Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU) for the orga-
nization’s annual meeting.

The consortium, which was 
established in 1987 under the 
name Cooperative Services 
International Education Con-
sortium, supports the develop-
ment and programs of inter-
national education between 
member Baptist colleges and 
universities and partner insti-
tutions of higher education 
overseas, especially in restrict-
ed countries.

This year, CGE member 
schools from 44 campuses 
have been involved in academ-
ic opportunities in more than 
90 nations and have hosted 
nearly 4,800 international stu-
dents from 130 nations. 

During the annual meeting 
keynote speakers, internation-
al presenters and special guests 
traveled from nations rang-
ing from Cambodia, China, 
Myanmar and Thailand to 
Egypt, Lebanon and Tunisia.

Ian Cosh, Ouachita’s vice 

president for community and 
international engagement and 
director of the Grant Center 
for International Education, 
hosted the CGE annual meet-
ing. 

“Ouachita is one of the 
founding members of CGE 
so it is particularly meaningful 
for us to host the group,” Cosh 
said. “Three of Ouachita’s for-
mer presidents have served as 
leaders of the organization. Dr. 
Daniel Grant served as CGE 
president for a decade after 
his retirement as president of 
Ouachita. Dr. Ben Elrod and 
Dr. Andy Westmoreland each 
served as chairmen of CGE.”

Grant, president emeritus 
of Ouachita, and other found-
ing members of the organiza-
tion were honored during the 
meeting, including Bob Agee, 
president emeritus of Okla-
homa Baptist University; John 
Belew, retired vice president of 
Baylor University; and Lewis 
Myers, retired vice president 
of the Southern Baptist Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB).

Grant volunteered for a de-
cade as CGE’s founding presi-
dent alongside his wife, Betty 
Jo Grant, who volunteered as 
secretary/treasurer. He said 

he and other early leaders of 
the organization spent two to 
three years getting the group 
organized and functioning. 
Affirming the significance of 
building international rela-
tionships, he described the or-
ganization as “an opportunity 
for relationships, exchange 
programs and strong global 
friendships” as well as “sharing 
of information and talents.”

Citing his personal and 
professional commitment 
to “academic excellence and 
Christian excellence,” Grant 
said CGE “tied in so well with 
that as an organization to help 
cultivate and develop involve-
ment within each of our mem-
ber Baptist colleges.”

Welcoming CGE partici-
pants to campus, Ouachita 
President Ben Sells noted nu-
merous missions leaders over 
the years “who had the desire 
to take the gospel where Christ 
is not named.”

Challenging consortium 
members to continue to ex-
pand CGE’s international in-
volvement and impact, Sells 
asked, “What isn’t being done 
that needs to be done that if it 
were done would make a dif-
ference for the kingdom?”

Safety, security in the church discussed 
SEXUAL ABUSE of children 
and youth is something that 
Arkansas Baptist church lead-
ers hope and pray will not 
occur, but it is something 
that church leaders must un-
derstand and take intentional 
steps to prevent.

In the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) Podcast 55, host 
Bill Bumpas talks with Ben 
Phillips, who serves on the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) evangelism 
and church health team, and 
Greg Love, a director of Minis-
trySafe, a consulting organiza-
tion designed to help churches 
and ministries understand 
and address the risk of sexual 
abuse. 

Over the past five years, sex-
ual abuse of a minor has been 
the top reason why a church 
has had to go to court, said 
Bumpas.

Reaching the next genera-
tion with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is “a passion” of J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker, Arkansas 
Baptist executive director, said 
Phillips, and Tucker wants Ar-

kansas Baptist churches to be 
equipped to protect children 
and youth from the ravages of 
sexual abuse.

Many churches “are not 
aware of some of the risks and 
the need to improve safety and 
security in the church,” Phil-
lips said. 

Love and his wife are both 
practicing attorneys who liti-
gate sexual abuse cases. When 
a case comes to them, they 
evaluate what the church did 
to protect a child as well as 
what the church should have 
been doing to protect the 
child.

“People don’t think this is 
going to happen to them,” said 
Love, who has been involved 
in student ministry for more 
than 20 years. “They think ev-
erything is OK.”

He said that approximately 
90 percent of sexual abuse vic-
tims are abused by someone 
they know and trust. 

Thus, a child check-in sys-
tem at church is not designed 
to protect a child from a “pref-
erential offender,” he said.

Also, more than 95 percent 
of all sexual predators do not 
have criminal records, noted 
Love. Thus, conducting crimi-
nal background checks, a com-
mon practice within churches, 
is not enough to protect chil-
dren and youth.

While criminal background 
checks are necessary, they are 
“not a silver bullet or security 
blanket that makes everything 
OK,” said Love.

“Most church leaders want 
to do the right thing; they just 
need some more information 
to help them understand, 
‘What do I need to know so it 
can shape what I do?’” he said.

Through MinistrySafe, Love 
has developed a five-part strat-
egy designed to ensure safety 
and security of children and 
youth in the church. 

Those five parts are: aware-
ness training, skillful screening 
process, policies and proce-
dures, background checks and 
monitoring and oversight.

Understanding the risk of 
sexual abuse is not intuitive, 
said Love. Church leaders 

need to be trained to under-
stand the risk of sexual abuse 
behaviorally, and sexual preda-
tors’ behavior may differ in 
children’s and youth ministry. 
Once a person sees question-
able behavior, that person 
then needs to be trained in 
how to address the behavior, 
he said.

His training helps church 
leaders “see risks early and ad-
dress (the risks) at the earliest 
possible time,” he said.

Phillips explained that al-
ready the ABSC has provided 
MinistrySafe training through-
out the state. MinistrySafe is 
designed to provide tools and 
resources for every size church. 
Phillips urged those who have 

been unable to attend a train-
ing session to go online to 
ministrysafe.com, a site that is 
“easy to navigate,” where they 
can gather additional informa-
tion and purchase a Minis-
trySafe membership. Keeping 
children and youth safe “does 
take significant work,” but “for 
the sake of the next generation 
it’s worth it,” said Phillips. 

To listen to the podcast visit 
arkansasbaptist.org.
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Girls encouraged to stand for their faith at Radiant
SILOAM SPRINGS – “She 
looks at me and goes, ‘Hey, 
Virgin Mary, no room at the 
inn, here at the table; you’re 
going to have to go over 
there.’” 

Speaking to more than 100 
girls gathered at Radiant, an 
all-girls retreat at Camp Siloam 
Oct. 14-16, Bethany Barr Phil-
lips explained that sometimes 
Christians are put in situa-
tions where they have to stand 
up for their faith, even if they 
are being mocked and made 
fun of for it. 

This was just one of several 
examples that worship leader 
Phillips shared with the girls, 
in grades 7-12, from her own 
personal experiences in high 

school where putting her faith 
first and valuing her commit-
ment to God to remain pure 
in her relationships were put 
to the test. 

“God’s presence was defi-
nitely felt at Saturday evening 
worship,” said Jama Godbee, a 
first-time attendee and group 
leader from Friendship Baptist 
Church in Sherwood. “Betha-
ny did a fantastic job engaging 
and relating to the girls.” 

"I think what it means to be 
radiant for the Lord is to live a 
life that we profess to be full of 
joy and to be full of peace and 
be full of freedom in Christ 
because that's what Jesus is of-
fering,” said Phillips. “And the 
only way that we're going to live radiant in the world is to 

show people just by the way we 
live that [Jesus] really is Who 
He says He is.”

A gaga ball kicked off the 
event Friday, followed by a 
worship service and group 
time – ending with a bonfire 
and Camp Siloam’s tradition-
al “Pizookies,” a cookie bowl 
topped with vanilla ice cream.

“This was my first time 
coming here, and I just loved 
the overall atmosphere of 
this camp,” said Carrissa 
Metcalf from Pickles Gap 
Baptist Church in Conway. 
“This weekend, I felt God 
calling me to ministry. I real-
ized how much I love teach-
ing others and sharing with 
them.”  

Worship services were also 
held on Saturday morning 
and evening as well as Sunday 
morning.

“When I started to think 

about wanting more of God in 
my life, I wanted to live more 
like God wants us to,” said 
Destiny Bearden from Grace 
Baptist Church in Hampton. 
“I had the best time ever!” 

Throughout Saturday after-
noon, the girls could choose 
two of four different breakout 
sessions to attend as well as 
recreational activities. 

“Over Saturday night din-
ner, one of my girls was just 
soaking up all the special treat-
ment,” said Lindsey Brewer 
from Grace Christian Fel-
lowship Church in Crossett. 
“With wide eyes she said, 
‘This is so special! We always 
sit by the TV at home to eat.’ 
She felt valued simply by being 
served a nice meal by smiling 
faces.” 

Saturday night ended with a 
classic pajama party, where the 
girls dressed in pajamas and 
cut loose at a dance party held 

in the Hub, belting out their 
favorite Disney songs.

“This has been an incred-
ible experience. Leading up 
to Radiant, my girls kept ques-
tioning what it would be like, 
and all I could say is, ‘It will be 
great!’” said Emily Lewis from 
Pickle’s Gap Baptist. 

“However, it far exceeded 
my expectations. Our ladies 
were loved and encouraged 
for who they are,” she added. 
“They were made to feel spe-
cial all weekend long. From 
the notes to the place settings, 
they knew that we, you and 
God care.”

“God opened my eyes to the 
fact that I need to have a con-
stant relationship with Him,” 
said Emma Wittenburg from 
Friendship Baptist. 

“I was also reminded that 
I shouldn’t forget that He is 
with me through all the fires 
life brings.” 

Radiant participants Samantha Strebeck, Stephanie Kidd, Sidne Mills, Gracie Gilbreth, Harley Forrest, Eden Roberts and Lindsey 
Brewer pause for a photo prior to another day of the all-girls retreat held at Camp Siloam Oct. 14-16.

Radiant participants enjoy a cookout during the all-girls retreat held at Camp Siloam.
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Milburn Hill, 90, of Ward, 
died Friday, 
Nov. 11.

He served 
in the United 
States Navy dur-
ing WW II.

Hill was or-
dained as a Bap-

tist minister in 1955.
He pastored churches in 

Arkansas, Louisiana and Ala-
bama for 36 years.

He was preceded in death 
by two brothers and one sister.

Hill is survived by his wife 
of 67 years, Mary, three daugh-
ters, one son, seven grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held 
Nov. 15 at First Baptist Church 
in Ward, followed by burial in 
Meadowbrook Memorial Gar-
dens in Beebe.

Wilbur Wayne Everett, 84, 
of Arkadelphia, died Oct. 31 
in Little Rock. 

Everett was a retired profes-
sor at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity and a member of First 
Baptist Church in Arkadel-
phia.

He was preceded in death 
by one brother.

Survivors are his wife, Nell 
Kuhn Everett, two sons, and 
three grandchildren.

A memorial service was 
held Nov. 12, at First Baptist 
Church in Arkadelphia. Buri-
al took place Nov. 11 at Rest 
Haven Memorial Gardens in 
Arkadelphia.

Obituaries

ABSC-ABN PASTOR-STAFF RIDE  – Arkansas Baptist pastors and staff from 
across the state recently participated in the pastor/staff motorcycle ride held in two 
locations in the state. The first was held Sept. 30 in central Arkansas. The second was 
held Oct. 7 in northwest Arkansas. In all, about 45 riders participated. The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and Arkansas Baptist News jointly sponsored the two rides. 
Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Hill

Read more news
and features
on our new
website at 

arkansasbaptist.org

Looking to fill a staff position at your church? Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad to submit your classified!

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o  
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road,  
Horatio, AR  71842.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices and leading the choir. Contact the church 
at 4701 East End Road, Hensley, AR 72065 or by 
emailing pastor@eebcar.com.

FBC Pea Ridge seeking full-time youth 
pastor. Responsible for planning, implement-
ing, promoting and overseeing all ministries 
related to 6th – 12th grade students. Also, pro-

C l a s s i f i e d s

Runyan First Baptist Church, Sherwood, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send 
resume to 10611 Jacksonville-Cato Road, Sher-
wood, AR 72120 or email byebot@gmail.com or 
call 501-831-5125. Attention Bob Tobey, pastor 
search committee.

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029.

Smithville Baptist Church seeking ei-
ther bi-vocational or full-time pas-
tor. Please send resume to P.O. Box 37,  
Smithville, AR 72466.

FBC Vandervoort, AR, in Ouachita Baptist As-
soc. is accepting resumes for full-time pas-
tor. Email resume to beckie.apple@tyson.com.

vides support to discipleship ministries for all 
age groups in coordination with the Sr. Pastor. 
Contact: al@prfbc.org.

Small church in southeast Arkansas is seek-
ing a music leader for Sunday morning wor-
ship. Contact Larry Toller, pastor, at 870-413-
1938.

Full-time positions available, Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home, Monroe, LA. Salary, 
housing, life/medical insurance, annuity, paid 
vacation, and training. • Husband/wife teams 
needed as campus foster parents. Con-
tact Susan Nolan at 318.343.2244 or snolan@
lbch.org. • Ladies needed as cottage man-
agers serving homeless children and moth-
ers. Contact Susan Clark at 318.343.2244 or  
sclark@lbch.org.

First Baptist Church in Nevada, MO is in 
search of a full-time worship pastor. We 

are seeking a great worshiper of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who has the skill set to invite others into 
that journey. Please send resume to worship 
pastor@fbcnevada.org.

Sheridan First Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time interim worship/choir  
leader (Sunday morning service & Wednesday 
pm practice). Please send resume: 1201 South 
Rock Street, Sheridan, AR 72150 email fbcsheri-
dan@windstream.net.

Church Position: Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
Jasper, TX, is seeking a full-time associate 
pastor/youth minister/missions min-
ister. Send resumes to: Bro. David Nugent, 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, 3196 U.S. Hwy. 190W, 
Jasper, TX 75951, or email rhondahsm02@ya-
hoo.com. For questions or information, call Bro. 
David Nugent at 409-384-3371.

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-

fully seeking a bi-vocational music 
minister. Please send resume and DVD/
link to Jonathan Morris, 144 Crain City Rd, 
El Dorado, AR 71730, or email jmorris.ubc@ 
gmail.com.

Beebe First Baptist Church is accepting 
resumes for a full-time minister of mu-
sic and education. Please send resume 
to PO Box 67, Beebe, AR 72012 or email  
bhall@fbcbeebe.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume 
to Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn: Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop,  
Harrison, AR 72601.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Church life

Central Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, will present Just 
Another Christmas at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 11 by the Celebration 
choir and orchestra, Collide 
choir and Hands of Grace.

The worship choirs of Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, and First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, will pres-
ent Glory Divine at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 10 at Sherwood, and 
Dec. 11 at Park Hill.

The South Main Baptist 
Church, Crossett, adult choir 
will present a musical, Gloria! 
Christmas Come, at 10:30 
a.m., Sunday, Dec. 18.

The First Baptist Church, 
White Hall, worship ministry 
will present a Christmas con-
cert in the White Hall City 
Park at 6 p.m., Dec. 3-4. For 
more information call the 
church office at 870-247-3124.

On the move

PASTOR

William Piercy has recently 
retired from Blackwater Bap-
tist Church in Manila, having 
served 64 years in the ministry.

Jason Wilkins is serving as 
youth minister at First Baptist 
Church, McRae.

An ordination service for 
Joe Powell will be held at 
South Side Baptist Church, 
Pine Bluff, on Dec. 13 and 
Dec. 18.

Ordination
LITTLE ROCK – Mikyla 
Osman has joined the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) as an 
intern.

Osman, 18, is a nurs-
ing student at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Her duties 
include assisting ABN 
staff with secretarial/
clerical work relating 
to production of the 
newspaper and adver-
tising sales, in addition 
to various editorial and 
social media tasks.

“We are delighted to have 
Mikyla join the ABN team as a 
permanent, part-time intern,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-

tor/executive director. “She is 
a gifted young lady with a mis-
sions heart who can help our 
staff in a variety of ways.”

Osman is the 
daughter of Blake 
Osman and Candice 
Rogers, both of Van 
Buren. She graduated 
from Van Buren High 
School in May with a 
3.97 grade point aver-
age. 

Osman is active in 
her church, having as-

sisted with multiple vacation 
Bible school events, in addi-
tion to participating in World 
Changers projects in five states 
and Puerto Rico.

Osman

Osman joins ABN team as intern

arkansasbaptist.org
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Ivory Coast missionaries reunite, celebrate 50 years
MISSIONARIES WHO 
served in the Ivory Coast, West 
Africa, celebrated 50 years of 
Southern Baptist church “im-
planting” in the region, Aug. 
8-15.

International Mission 
Board (IMB) emeritus mis-
sionaries Edwin and Greta 
Pinkston of Harrison attended 
the weeklong event that was 
held at the Ivory Coast Pas-
tors Theological and Training 
School near Toumodi, Ivory 
Coast. The event was two years 
in the planning.

On the last day of the event, 
Sunday, Aug. 15, more than 
2,000 people were in atten-
dance. Attendees traveled in 
some cases many miles just to 
attend the celebration event.

Pastor Koffi Imani, presi-
dent of the Ivory Coast union 
of churches, directed the pro-
gram during the week. 

Ebele Adioye, director of 
the theological and train-
ing school, taught a series on 
the Christian life. Adioye is a 

Retired Ivory Coast missionary Ed Pinkston (above right) delivers the message at the Pastors Training Institute graduation in West 
Africa. The Pinkstons arrive at the 50-year celebration (below), which was attended by 2,000 people on its final day.

graduate of Mid-America Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in 
Memphis, Tenn.

Twenty-four pastors re-
ceived degrees during a gradua-
tion ceremony that was held at 
the school. Pinkston gave the 
commencement address.

Former missionaries Ted 
and Frances York attended 
the ceremony, as did Roger 
and Sarah Haun, who served 
in Ghana, and their son, Wil-
liam. Six current missionaries 
to Ivory Coast also attended, 
along with two IMB Journey-
men. Other guests for the 
event included a delegation 
from the Nigerian Baptist 
Convention.

SBC history in region
According to Pinkston, 

Yoruba traders from Nigeria 
arrived in Ivory Coast in the 
1920s. Many of the traders 
were Christians due to South-
ern Baptist mission work in 
Nigeria since 1850, and they 
were diligent to start churches 

where they settled.
In the early 1960s, a re-

quest came to the Foreign Mis-
sion Board (now IMB) of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
to send missionaries to estab-
lish churches among the local 
Ivorian people.

Missionaries John and Nina 
Mills and Estelle Freeland an-
swered the call and transferred 
from Nigeria to Ivory Coast, 
arriving in 1966. The IMB 
sent the Pinkstons in 1967.

The first work, Marcory 
Baptist Church in Abidjan, 
the capital, was begun in a 
rented building in 1967. A 
permanent building was con-
structed in 1971 with funds 

from the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for International 
Missions. 

The implantation of church-

es continued over the next 50 
years, resulting in more than 
300 churches and 20,000 
members.

WALNUT RIDGE – Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC) 
has named Brian Luetschwa-
ger to be the first director of 
its newly established criminal 
justice program. 

The Batesville resi-
dent will head the new 
online degree program 
as it prepares to launch 
in coming months.

“I am excited about 
the opportunity to be 
in on the ground floor 
of a winning program 
that will help to build-up cur-
rent professionals in the field 
of criminal justice, as well as 
create new professionals enter-
ing the field,” Luetschwager 
said.

Williams Baptist College is 
currently finalizing curriculum 
as it seeks approval through its 
accrediting agency to launch 
the new criminal justice pro-

Luetschwager

Luetschwager to lead criminal justice 
gram. Classes will be offered 
entirely online, and Williams 
Baptist is planning to begin 
the program in early 2017. 

“A student earning a de-
gree in criminal justice 
from Williams can 
expect to have doors 
opened to them, both 
inside their current 
agency and to outside 
agencies, as well as hav-
ing the peace of mind 
that they are prepared 
to excel in a graduate 

program. All of these things as 
a whole have me excited to be 
part of this historic undertak-
ing at Williams Baptist Col-
lege,” said Luetschwager.

Luetschwager has worked 
with the Independence Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office since 2007, 
most recently in the role of 
training sergeant.  He has also 
served as a jailer, patrol officer 

and criminal investigator with 
the department.

Luetschwager completed his 
associate’s degree in criminal 
justice, as well as emergency 
medical technician training, 
at the University of Arkan-
sas Community College in 
Batesville, and he earned his 
bachelor’s degree at Arkansas 
State University. He is cur-
rently completing his master’s 
in criminal justice at American 
Public University.

He also authored an ar-
ticle to be published this fall 
in The Journal of Law Enforce-
ment Leadership and Ethics. The 
piece is titled “Negative ethical 
implications: Arkansas’ mini-
mum requirements for law en-
forcement officers.” 

Luetschwager and his wife, 
Kristin, have two children.

arkansasbaptist.org
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Faith&Culture
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Baptist academics discuss theology at ETS meeting
SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP) 
– The Trinity theme of last 
week’s Evangelical Theologi-
cal Society (ETS) annual meet-
ing spurred the continuation 
of an online debate and pro-
vided a venue for application 
of the Trinity to a variety of 
disciplines.

Some 175 of the Nov. 15-17 
meeting’s approximately 600 
presentations were offered by 
scholars with ties to Southern 
Baptist churches, Southern 
Baptist Convention seminaries 
and colleges that partner with 
Baptist state conventions.

In a presentation character-
ized as “highly anticipated” by 
a Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (SBTS) news release, 
Southern Seminary theology 
professor Bruce Ware defend-
ed his view that there is “an 
eternal relation of authority 
and submission between God 
the Father and God the Son.”

Ware’s view, which is shared 
by Phoenix Seminary’s Wayne 
Grudem among others, has 
been the subject of an online 
debate that generated more 
than 140 blog posts between 
June 3 and July 11, according 
to a count by Jack Jeffrey of 
booksataglance.com.

Ware, Coleman Professor of 
Christian Theology at SBTS, 
argued in his ETS paper that 
the three co-equal persons of 
the Trinity “carry out their 
activities within an eternal 
relation of authority and sub-
mission, reflecting who each 
is as eternal Father, Son, and 
Spirit.”

The relationship of author-
ity and submission, Ware 
wrote, is not merely a matter 
of function, but reflects some-
thing of the eternal person-
hood of the persons of the 
Trinity.

Ware acknowledged that 
some points of the present 
Trinity debate “are approach-
ing the point of sheer mystery 
in which we are seeking to 
know what has not been re-
vealed.”

Still, he cited a “mountain 
of biblical evidence of the Fa-
ther’s role in planning, design-
ing, [and] sending, to be ac-
complished through the Son 
and Spirit, all of which takes 

place long before the incarna-
tion, indeed long before cre-
ation, in what might be called 
eternity past.”

Ware added, “I’m ... in-
clined to think [that] what 
God has shown us of Himself” 
– the Son’s submission to the 
Father from eternity past – “is 
truly an outward and econom-
ic expression” of the eternal 
personhood of the persons of 
the Trinity.

Trinity & feminist theology
Candi Finch, assistant pro-

fessor of theology in women’s 
studies at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, ar-
gued in a paper that feminist 
theologians have committed 
a serious error by “renaming 
and reimagining the Trinity” 
in feminine terms.

One common error of femi-
nist theologians is to use the 
Greek word sophia – which 
means wisdom and possesses 
feminine grammatical gender 
– to reference a supposedly 
feminine side of the Father, 
Son or Holy Spirit, Finch 
wrote.

While God’s wisdom is ref-
erenced in the Bible, Finch 
wrote, and while “feminine 
and masculine metaphors and 
similes are used for God in 
Scripture,” God “is never re-
ferred to by the name or title 
of ‘Mother’ or ‘Sophia’ or by 
feminine pronouns.”

Feminist theologians right-
ly attempt to correct the false 
teachings “that God favors 
men, that women are infe-
rior, [and] that women can-
not be useful in the kingdom 
of God,” Finch wrote. But by 
“remaking God in their own 
image,” feminist theologians 
“have essentially committed 
idolatry.”

“Considering how gender 
itself is being redefined in our 
own culture today, there is no 
end to the remaking of God 
to reflect a person’s own self-
understanding,” Finch wrote.

How is God unchanging?
Adam Harwood, associate 

professor of theology at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, argued in a paper 
that all three persons of the 

Trinity participated in the in-
carnation of Jesus and thus 
“all the members of the Triune 
Godhead can sympathize with 
the human condition.”

The main question consid-
ered in Harwood’s paper was 
whether Jesus’ assumption 
of humanity “resulted in the 
triune God sharing in experi-
ences of change not previously 
possible for an incorporeal 
God.”

In response, Harwood af-
firmed the traditional belief 
that God “is unchanging in 
His nature and He cannot be 
moved emotionally to act con-
trary to His plans.”

At the same time, Harwood 
agreed with a line of evangeli-
cal and conservative Catholic 
theologians who have argued, 
“Because the death of Christ 
was experienced by the unified 
person of Christ, it seems rea-
sonable to say that the divine 
nature experienced to some 
degree the death of Christ” – 
an experience of change.

“And because that incar-
nate, eternal Son is the same 
eternal Son who has existed 
from eternity with the other 
persons of the Godhead, then 
any experience of the Son 
would also be shared in a sym-
pathetic way by the Father and 
the Spirit due to their shared 
being and personal life,” Har-
wood wrote.

An historical Trinity debate
John Mark Yeats, profes-

sor of church history at Mid-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, presented a paper 
recounting an 18th-century 
theological debate between 
Unitarian scholar Joseph 
Priestley and Jewish scholar 
David Levi.

Priestley rejected the virgin 
birth of Jesus, the divinity of 
Christ and the doctrine of the 
Trinity, inviting Jews to con-
vert to his supposedly more 
“logical” version of Christian-
ity, Yeats wrote. Levi rejected 
Priestley’s religious beliefs as 
lacking biblical warrant.

Among noteworthy observ-
ers of the debate was Thomas 
Jefferson, who said he read 
Priestley’s works “over and 
over again” and “rest[ed] 

on them ... as the basis of  
my own faith.”

Yeats also described the 
contribution to the debate of 
Anglican Anselm Bayly, not-
ing orthodox Christians of the 
day were “concerned about the 
theology being propounded” 
by both Jews and Unitarians.

The Trinity & bioethics
Daniel Heimbach, senior 

professor of Christian ethics 
at Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, argued in a 
paper that because God has 
ordered the world to reflect 
His Trinitarian nature, there 
is naturally a three-faceted 
method for evaluating bioethi-
cal dilemmas.

Scripture contains numer-
ous examples of “ethical real-
ity” that reflect the Trinity, 
Heimbach wrote. For instance, 
there are “three virtues essen-
tial to living the Christian life” 
– faith, hope and love – and 
“three stages of salvation” – 
justification, sanctification 
and glorification.

In the realm of bioethics, 
“all we are and do must con-
form to the holiness of God ... 
express the love of God, and 
... be for the glory of God,” 
Heimbach wrote.

To illustrate his Trinitarian 
proposal for evaluating bioeth-
ical dilemmas, Heimbach con-
sidered a hypothetical scenario 
in which a woman becomes a 
surrogate mother for her sister 
and brother-in-law because her 
sister is biologically unable to 
bear children.

Heimbach argued the sur-
rogate mother’s actions ulti-
mately are unethical because 
they violate “something holy 

to God” and the glory of God 
by “gestating life outside the 
marital union.” At the same 
time, the actions exhibit com-
mendable love for the infertile 
sister.

Hosea & marriage
In one of many ETS pre-

sentations not on the Trin-
ity, Debbie Steele and Rick 
Durst of Gateway Seminary 
of the SBC presented a paper 
citing the Old Testament 
book of Hosea as a model for  
reenergizing broken relation-
ships.

In Hosea 1-2, Hosea and his 
wife Gomer felt increasingly 
insecure in their relationship 
and consequently withdrew 
from one another emotionally 
and physically, wrote Steele 
and Durst.

Steele is associate profes-
sor of Christian counseling, 
and Durst serves as director of 
Gateway’s San Francisco cam-
pus.

Using the case study of a 
modern-day couple facing mar-
riage challenges, Steele and 
Durst explained how Hosea 
and Gomer’s reconciliation 
mirrors insights from the field 
of emotionally focused coun-
seling.

A spouse who feels emo-
tionally detached from the 
marriage “can only be quieted 
by a loving partner moving 
closer to soothe and reassure,” 
Steele and Durst wrote.

Once the partners regain 
confidence in knowing they 
can count on each other to 
be there emotionally, they will 
feel more secure in the rela-
tionship, allowing the emo-
tional bond to fortify.”
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Ann Hibbard
East End

“When all else fails, read the instruc-
tions.” I don’t like reading instructions. 
I’d rather get the summary and then 
dive right in. So, I like this oft-quoted 
proverb. Unfortunately, it is the oppo-
site of how we as 
Christians ought 
to live. We have 
the instructions in 
our hands when we 
pick up our Bibles. 
Why wait until all 
else has failed? We 
are compelled to 
do it right in the 
first place by honoring 
the One who has given 
those instructions.

In this passage, we see 
that Joshua had been 
given God’s clear in-
struction on how to deal 
with the city of Jericho. 
He knew what he was 
to do, when he was to 
do it and who was sup-
posed to help him. He  
obeyed, and victory fol-
lowed.

What was he supposed to do? He was 
to lead the people around the city of Jer-
icho behind the Ark of the Covenant, 
which symbolized the presence of God. 
In short, Joshua was expected to lead 
the people in following God. 

When was he supposed to do it? He 

was to do it every day. He had a week 
to accomplish the task God had set be-
fore him. Every day he went out, led 
the people in obedience to God’s com-
mands and then carried on with the 

rest of the day. 
After all, there 
was more to do in 
preparation for 
the battle than 
just the daily lap.

Who was 
supposed to 
help him? All 
of God’s people 

were called to help him. 
There was something 
for everyone to do - even 
Rahab! God, in His 
mercy, saw someone 
who belonged among 
His people even while 
she still lived with the 
enemy, and He brought 
her in. 

What does that say 
about us? We must also 
follow God together in 

unity, rather than haggling over where 
we stand in line. We must also follow 
daily, accomplishing the task set before 
us in obedience. And, we are supposed 
to all pitch in and keep our eyes open 
for those God wants to add in. There 
is always enough work for all of God’s 
people as we serve Him.

“young women.” The instructions to 
follow apply to any who need to grow 
in maturity. Young men and young 
women should ask this question.

Second, consider “way” and what 
it refers to. This word reflects on the 

total path of life, 
the way in which 
one lives. The 
psalmist was ask-
ing how to keep 
his whole life 
pure. “Pure,” 
then, is our last 
word. What is 

pure? Pure is to be mor-
ally clean, straightforward 
before God Almighty.

Fortunately, the same 
Spirit who inspired the 
question inspired the an-
swer to follow. A way is 
kept pure by keeping the 
Word of God (Ps. 119:9). 
The psalmist expressed 
that he had started on his 
way by seeking God (Ps. 
119:10). Have we? 

Have we asked God to keep us from 
wandering off the path of His com-
mands? Though the world contin-
ues to be a challenging place to live 
for Jesus, let us follow the psalmist in 
focusing our hearts on God’s Word. 
Then our way may be nearly pure, and 
God will be glorified.

Every time I read about the Gibeon-
ites, my heart is struck most powerfully 
by Joshua 9:14 (NASB): “So the men of 
Israel took some of their provisions, and 
did not ask for the counsel of the Lord.”

Joshua and the 
Israelites made 
peace with the 
Gibeonites based 
on deceptive logic 
instead of the 
guidance of the 
Lord. But when 
all was said and done, 
they were stuck, tied to a 
commitment made dur-
ing their lapse in judg-
ment. 

Oh, how I can iden-
tify! I’ve made so many 
decisions based on logi-
cal argument instead 
of the Lord’s guidance. 
Sometimes the logic 
has been deceptive, and 
other times it’s just been 
worldly. But, every time, 
there has been some sort of bondage be-
cause of my decision. 

But then I read Joshua 10. In order 
to get back at the Gibeonites for allying 
themselves with Israel - and in hopes of 
defeating Israel in the process - five kings 
united and descended upon Gibeon. 
The Gibeonites cried out to Joshua for 

help. This time, the Israelites did seek 
the Lord first, and He sent His army 
forth into battle. He performed not 
one, but three, miracles on behalf of the 
Israelites. He confounded the enemy 

to set them run-
ning, killed more 
of them with hail-
stones than the 
army killed with 
the sword, and 
kept the sun in 
the sky until the 

defeat was final. 
God did all of that, 

even though the Israel-
ites were in this mess be-
cause they neglected to 
seek Him before making 
a major decision. 

I cannot begin to ex-
press the comfort that 
brings. It’s easy to believe 
that, when we fail, God 
is going to hold our fail-
ure against us forever. In-
stead, He uses it for His 

glory. He takes our mess-ups and turns 
them into opportunities to perform the 
greatest of feats. He is still in control, 
and He is still able. I may fail today, 
but I can still turn to Him tomorrow, 
even as the consequences of my commit-
ment catch up to me. What a glorious  
comfort!

It was 1:00 a.m., and I was in the 
Bogota, Colombia, airport on my way 
to Peru. Everything was in Spanish. 
The announcements were in Spanish. 
The restaurant 
menus were in 
Spanish and, 
because it was 
1:00 a.m., the 
“Closed” sign 
was in Spanish. 
The restroom 
signs were in 
Spanish. And the secu-
rity commands were, 
you guessed it, not in 
English. They were in 
Spanish, too. Were it 
not for a helpful friend 
and retired Internation-
al Mission Board (IMB) 
missionary, I might have 
been in trouble!

I was a stranger – not 
“on earth” as the psalm-
ist related in 119:19, but 
certainly a stranger in 
Colombia. There were 
commands to be followed and expecta-
tions to be met. They were hidden from 
me, though, by language and culture. I 
could have mistakenly done the wrong 
thing at a checkpoint and been delayed 
past my flight. Or worse, I could have 
gone to jail for a little while. Did any-

one else have this trouble? No. The rest 
of the people in the airport were fine. 
They napped; they talked; they drank 
coffee … even my IMB guide was at 

ease. 
The psalmist 

had the same 
problem: he 
was a stranger 
among men. 
But it was not 
the laws of the 
land he was wor-

ried about. Instead, he 
was concerned about 
becoming too much 
like the land he was in 
and not remembering 
his true citizenship. 
He saw the princes 
gathered against him, 
but he appealed to his 
Great King to take care 
of him.

Likewise, we Chris-
tians must remember 
that our citizenship is 
with Christ and not 

with man. While most of us are blessed 
to live in freedom, we have to remem-
ber that our allegiance belongs to Jesus. 
Let us share the cry of the psalmist to 
our Heavenly King of Kings: that His 
decrees be our delight and our counsel-
ors (Ps. 119:24).

Doug Hibbard
East End

Conquest
JOSHUA 6:12-25 (NASB)

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Ann Hibbard
East End

While I would not recommend 
that you buy too many of them, the 
next time you’re in line to check out 
at the grocery store, take a look at the 
headlines on many of the magazines. 
These are usually loaded with “how-to” 
questions. “How 
do I look beauti-
ful?” “How do I 
cook like Alton 
Brown?” “How do 
I eat everything 
and never gain 
weight?”

These types 
of “how-to” questions re-
veal that many people are 
wondering about life and 
what should be done to 
live it well. The psalmist 
opened this passage, the 
“Bet” (HCSB) section of 
Psalm 119, with a question 
as well. 

His question was not 
about weight loss or cook-
ing, though. It was of a 
much deeper nature: “How 
can a young man keep his way pure?” 
(Ps. 119:9, HCSB). Let us take a look at 
a few individual words first, and then 
we’ll consider the whole passage. First, 
let us address the linguistic necessity of 
“young man.” This is the accurate way 
to translate the Hebrew word here, but 
it should not be seen as an exclusion of 

God’s Word fills my heart
PSALM 119:9-16
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Commitment kept
JOSHUA 10:6-14 (NASB)
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God’s Word gives courage
PSALM 119:17-24
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