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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Arkansas Baptists  
present ABCHomes with 
congratulatory plaque

125th anniversary 
celebrated

See page 9

Inside:
– ‘Be needy,’ Baptist ministers’ wives told
– Convention speakers: ‘Fulfill Your Call’
– ABSC messengers approve seven resolutions
– ABSC agencies and institutions report
– Pastors challenged to restore passion

SILOAM SPRINGS – Camp 
Siloam’s buildings and 
grounds were damaged from 
a confirmed EF2 tornado that 
raked across northwest Arkan-
sas Oct. 21.

The Oct. 21 tornado marks 
the second time in less than six 
months that Camp Siloam has 
sustained significant damage 
from a weather-related cause. 

Previously, the camp ex-
perienced extensive damage 
to multiple buildings from 
straight-line winds June 23.

Jason Wilkie, executive di-
rector of Camp Siloam, said 
the Oct. 21 event downed 40 
trees, with one tree landing on 
Moose bunkhouse. Addition-
ally, several trees were downed 
near the worship center, but 
it appears there was no major 
damage to the building. 

The roof of the new Cedar 
Hall dining hall may have been 
lifted up during the storm, 
Wilkie said, adding that a 
structural engineer is sched-
uled to evaluate the extent of 
damage.

“The real blessing was that 
nobody was hurt,” he said. 
Buildings throughout the 
camp were occupied during 
the storm.

Other buildings on campus 
sustaining damage include the 
camp office, first aid station, 
Buffalo bunkhouse, Otter 
bunkhouse, Hawk staff resi-
dence and Hummingbird staff 
residence, said Wilkie.

As Wilkie plans for next 
summer at Camp Siloam, 
the immediate concern is the 
loss of 125 beds at Moose 
bunkhouse. He is exploring  

See SILOAM page 2
See AM page 2

Arkansas Baptists pray for on Ronnie Floyd (center), recently elected president 
and CEO of the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
former senior pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas. Floyd preached 
a message during the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting  
Oct. 22. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptists and guests gathered 
in the state’s capital city for 
their 166th annual meeting 
Oct. 22-23, to worship, cel-
ebrate ministry successes, 
carry out business, send mis-
sionaries and to take a stand 
on numerous hot topic is-
sues confronting the Church 
and nation.

Marking the lowest num-
ber of registered messengers 
in the past 40 years, mes-
sengers meeting at Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, approved resolu-
tions affirming God’s design 
on gender, marriage, sexual-
ity and personal identity; op-
posing pornography, sexual 
abuse, legalized casinos and 
recreational marijuana, and 
reaffirming a commitment 
to scriptural integrity in po-
litical engagement. (See re-
lated article, page 3.)

Themed Fulfill Your Call, 
the meeting recorded fewer 
than 500 registered mes-
sengers for the first time 
in recent history. Officials 
with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
reported 465 registered mes-
sengers, representing 199 
churches across the state. 
In 2016, when the annual 
meeting was last held in 
Little Rock at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, 543 mes-
sengers attended. In 2005, 
the last year the meeting 
was held at Geyer Springs 

First Baptist Church, 939  
messengers attended.

Annual Meeting attendance 
has declined since 1979, with 
the exception of 1993 when 
1,831 registered messengers 
gathered at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock.

Officers elected
Greg Sykes, senior pastor of 

First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, presided over the meet-
ing, ending a second term as 
president.

The new convention presi-
dent elected was Manley Bea-
sley, Jr., senior pastor of Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs. Ken Shaddox, senior 
pastor of Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, 
was elected first vice president, 
and Jamar Andrews, lead pas-
tor of Word Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, was elected second 
vice president.

Sermons, prayer, worship
Messengers heard sermons 

from Sykes and Andrews; Ron-
nie Floyd, president and CEO 
of the Executive Committee of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and former senior pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, and J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, ABSC executive direc-
tor (Read related article, page 
3.).

Worship times were led by 
Robert Ramsey, worship pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Russellville; the Ouachita Bap-

tist University worship team, 
and Jon Skelley, worship pas-
tor of Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church.

Periods of focused prayer 
during the meeting were led 
by Don Moore, state prayer 
ambassador and former ABSC 
executive director; Tucker and 
Sykes.

Ministry, board reports
ABSC Executive Board 

(EB) teams and ministries 
shared various reports during 
the meeting, including tes-
timonies about God’s work 
throughout Arkansas, the na-
tion and world, along with 
various ABSC agencies and in-
stitutions (See related article, 
page 7.).

Beasley, president of the 

Ark. Baptists pray, 
worship and send  
at annual meeting

Camp Siloam 
damaged by 
NWA tornado

ABSC EB, gave the EB re-
port Tuesday morning, Oct. 
22. The EB’s recommended 
2020 budget of $21 million, 
with 45.42 percent going 
to national Southern Bap-
tist causes, was approved. 
ABSC team goals for 2020 
were also approved by mes-
sengers.

Nominations and business
The convention’s Nomi-

nating Committee report 
was approved on Tuesday 
morning, Oct. 22, with no 
challenges and no discus-
sion. The committee nomi-
nates people to serve on 
boards of ABSC entities and 
institutions (For a complete 



November 7, 20192 

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Baptists differ over  
evangelical movement

WASHINGTON (BP) – A 
historian, an ethicist and a 
pastor – all Baptists – dis-
played a difference of opin-
ion on the usefulness of the 
word “evangelical” and the 
state of evangelicalism in 
an Oct. 29 conversation at 
the Museum of the Bible.

Thomas Kidd, history 
professor at Baylor Uni-
versity and prolific author, 
discussed the crisis in evan-
gelical Christianity with 
Russell Moore, president 
of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission, and 
Thabiti Anyabwile, pastor 
of Anacostia River Church 
in Washington, D.C. Kidd 
interacted with Moore 
and Anyabwile regarding 
his new book, “Who Is an 
Evangelical?: The History 
of a Movement in Crisis.”

Moore said he remains 
hopeful “because some 
of the shaking and shift-
ing taking place in evan-
gelicalism gives the move-
ment the opportunity to 
embrace marginalization 
without victimization. 
 “Evangelicalism has al-
ways been at its best when 
evangelicalism sees itself as 
a renewal movement, as a 
minority movement within 
the broader world, a minor-
ity movement on mission,” 
said Moore.

The current crisis in 
evangelicalism, Kidd said, 
consists of multiple over-
lapping aspects, including:

– “One, confusion 
about the term.

– “Two, an impression 
that ‘evangelical’ may just 
mean white Republicans 
who consider themselves 
religious.

– “Three, a sense that 
political power may be the 
essential evangelical agen-
da.

– “And four, the inabil-
ity of evangelicals of differ-
ent ethnicities, especially 
whites and blacks, to agree 
on basic political ques-
tions.”

list of nominees, see the Sept. 
26, 2019, edition of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.).

Celebration and prayer focus
Tuesday evening, Oct. 

22, began with worship and 
an emphasis on the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions  
Offering and the Arkansas 
prison ministry, followed 
by a concert of praise by the 
Master’Singers and the annu-
al ABSC executive director’s 
message (See related article, 

page 3.). To conclude the eve-
ning, pastors and ministers 
representing various ministries 
from across Arkansas partici-
pated in a commissioning ser-
vice.

Related activities
Exhibits  from nu-

merous ABSC teams,  
agencies and institutions, as 
well as several SBC affiliates, 
were set up in the gymnasium 
at the church. A block party 
was held on the grounds of 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, to demonstrate for 
church leaders how to conduct 
block parties in their commu-
nities.

A complimentary lunch 
was served by disaster relief 
volunteers during the gather-
ing and various lunches and 
dinners were held for specific 
groups during the annual  
meeting.

The Link, Agencies + Insti-
tutions Fellowship was con-
ducted on Monday evening, 
Oct. 21, following the ABSC 
Pastors’ Conference.

The 2020 annual meeting 
will be held Oct. 20-21 at First 
Baptist Church, Rogers.

For additional annual 
meeting coverage and to view 
a photo gallery, visit arkansas-
baptist.org or facebook.com/
arkbaptnews.

continued from page one
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SILOAM
bringing in portable buildings 
to house campers.

“We do believe that the 
Lord has a plan in this and 
that some good will come out 
of it,” said Wilkie. He said 
power lines that serve the 
camp are being re-evaluated. 

“We’ve been talking to the 
power company about recon-
figuring our power lines be-
cause we suffer power outages 
a lot. This might really help us 
restructure our power build 
and save some money long 
term.”

Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief (DR) volunteers who 
arrived within hours to begin 

cleanup efforts are being 
housed and fed by camp staff, 
along with other volunteers 
serving in northwest Arkansas, 
said Wilkie.

“Our disaster relief teams 
have been amazing and incred-
ibly helpful,” he said, adding 
that the teams are expected 
to be working on site another 
week.

According to published 
reports, two tornadoes were 
tracked Oct. 21 in the region. 
The first started in northeast 
Oklahoma and ended on the 
south side of Siloam Springs.  
A second tornado formed 
on the north side of Siloam 
Springs. The second tornado 
ended up being 1.5 miles 
wide at times, and it tracked 
a full 31.4 miles across High-
fill, Cave Springs, Rogers and 

Beaver Lake. The weather ser-
vice said the tornado will be 
recorded as the longest and 
largest continuous track tor-
nado on record in northwest  
Arkansas.

Damage in Tyronza
In addition to damage in 

northwest Arkansas, an EF1 
tornado caused extensive dam-
age the same day in the area 
of Tyronza, where DR volun-
teers also responded Oct. 21-
28. Tyronza is a town of about 
800 people located in Poinsett 
County.

Damage was reported to 
numerous houses, an elemen-
tary school and a gas station in 
the town, as well as the house 
of Eldron Gill, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Tyronza.

Randy Garrett, DR director 

for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), said 84 
houses in Tyronza were dam-
aged in the tornado. He said 
volunteers were on the scene 
almost immediately following 
the storm.

“We make the call, and our 
DR volunteers come running 
to help their fellow Arkansans. 
This is what we do! What a 
privilege to be associated with 
such great Christian people,” 
he said.

More than 100 DR volun-
teers served the two areas of 
the state. In northwest Ar-
kansas, teams were deployed 
from Balboa Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village; First 
Baptist Church, Clarksville; 
Cross Church of northwest 
Arkansas; Faulkner Bap-
tist Association; Northwest 
Baptist Association, and 
Wooster First Baptist Church,  
Wooster.

In the Tyronza area, teams 
were deployed from Arkansas 
Valley Baptist Association; 
Beckspur Baptist Church, 
Beckspur; Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro; Cor-
ners Chapel Baptist Church, 
Corners Chapel; Tri-County 
Baptist Association, and 
Wooster First Baptist Church,  
Wooster.

During the deployments, 
volunteers served 320 meals, 
made 162 ministry/chaplaincy 
contacts and distributed eight 
Bibles and seven gospel tracts. 
One profession of faith was re-
corded.

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Ministers’ 
wives gathered for a time of 
encouragement and worship 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) annual 
ministers’ wives conference 
Oct. 21 at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
Held in conjunction with the 
ABSC Pastors’ Conference 
and ABSC Annual Meeting, 
the conference allowed women 
to fellowship and network with 
ministers’ wives from across 
the state.

Themed Radiant, the con-
ference featured guest speaker 
Rachel Lovingood, an author 
who has a focused ministry 
to women’s groups and min-
istry wives. She has written 
several books, including “Sal-
vaging My Identity: A 40-

day experience for girls and 
young women” and “In Our 
Shoes: Real Life Issues for  
Ministers’ Wives by Ministers’ 
Wives.”

“When I get 
to be with a 
bunch of min-
isters’ wives, 
that is the 
biggest deal 
for me,” said 
Lovingood. “It 
overwhelms me 
with privilege 
because you 
didn’t have to 
come. You have 
a lot of other 
things on your 
schedule, and 
there’s a lot of 
things going 
on. And I’m overwhelmed be-
cause y’all are my people.

Lovingood encouraged 

women to be “needy” for God.
“It’s not about what you 

think you can do. It’s not 
about what they think you can 

do. It’s about 
what  God 
wants to do 
through you,” 
said Lovin-
good. “So, here 
is the message 
God wanted 
me to give you: 
He wanted me 
to tell you that 
you now have 
permission to 
be needy.

“You have 
God’s per-
mission to be 
needy,” con-
tinued Lovin-

good. “Isn’t that awesome? 
The world doesn’t celebrate 
that. The world we live in cel-

ebrates, ‘I am woman. Hear 
me roar,’ and ‘I’ve got it all 
together.’”

Lovingood said that unless 
ministers’ wives and ministers 
realize how needy they are, 
they believe they “got this.”

“It’s a danger for me and 
everyone else when we fall 
into the trap of saying, ‘I got 
this,’” Lovingood said. “Every 
time you think, ‘I got this,’ you 
are really saying, ‘I don’t need 
You, God.’

“Every single time that 
you and I are even tempted 
to do anything on our own 
string, we will fall short every 
time because we have very 
limited capabilities. God has 
gifted you, but He alone is 
the power that works through 
you to use those gifts,”  
said Lovingood.

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

‘Be needy,’ Baptist ministers’ wives told

Lovingood



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Sending Celebration for new 
IMB missionaries Nov. 12

OKLAHOMA CITY – 
The International Mission 
Board (IMB) will hold a 
Sending Celebration for 30 
new missionary appointees 
Nov. 12 at Quail Springs 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma 
City.

The service will be held 
at 6:30 p.m., and it will be 
available via livestream on 
the IMB Facebook page.

For more information 
visit imb.org.

Kentucky high court rules 
for print shop owner

FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP) 
– Religious freedom advo-
cates commended a Ken-
tucky Supreme Court deci-
sion Oct. 31 in support of 
a business owner who de-
clined to print T-shirts for a 
gay pride festival.

The state high court 
ruled unanimously the 
Gay and Lesbian Services 
Organization (GLSO) did 
not have “statutory stand-
ing” under a local ordi-
nance to bring the chal-
lenge against Hands On 
Originals, giving the Lex-
ington shop and managing 
owner Blaine Adamson 
their third legal victory. 
Two lower courts had pre-
viously upheld Adamson’s 
right to print only messag-
es that are consistent with 
his beliefs.

Southern Baptist leader 
Russell Moore described 
the ruling as “good news 
for every American.”

“We need to live in the 
kind of country where 
we can be free to seek to 
persuade one another, 
not bully each other into 
silence,” said Moore, presi-
dent of the Ethics and Reli-
gious Liberty Commission 
(ERLC). “Conservative 
evangelicals, secular pro-
gressives and everyone in 
between ought to be able 
to agree on the idea that a 
state must not act as lord 
over the conscience.”

Convention speakers: ‘Fulfill Your Call’

ABSC messengers approve seven resolutions
LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas 
Baptist messengers approved 
seven resolutions at the 2019 
annual meeting of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
For the full text of the resolu-
tions visit arkansasbaptist.org/
read/absc19resolutions. Below 
is a summary.

No. 1: Appreciation
Messengers expressed appre-

ciation to the ABSC president, 
executive director, convention 
officers, the staff and members 
of Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, and the 
program committee for their 
“diligent and sacrificial service 
in the successful preparation 
and guidance” of the 166th 
ABSC Annual Meeting.

No. 2: On Gender, Marriage, 
Sexuality, and Personal Iden-
tity

Messengers affirmed “God’s 
good design for persons’ gen-
der identity based on biologi-
cal sex at birth,” God’s model 
for marriage and family, and 
exhorted Christians not to 
“label themselves” in a way 
that would affirm sinful desires 
or unbiblical social constructs. 
Messengers also extended love 
and compassion to those strug-
gling with gender identity and 
invited all transgender persons 
to trust in Christ. Messengers 
also called on Christians who 
struggle with same-sex attrac-
tion to forsake “any self-con-
ception or personal identity 
that is contrary to God’s good 

and holy purposes.” Messen-
gers further affirmed that God 
provides pardon and power 
so that Christians can “sub-
due sinful desires and walk 
in a manner worthy of the  
gospel.”

No. 3: On Support to Pope 
County in Its Continued Fight 
Against Casino Gaming

Messengers encouraged 
all Arkansas Baptists to sup-
port their fellow Christians in 
Pope County who are fighting 
against casino gaming in their 
community and also commit-
ted, if a statewide initiative is 
sought to remove Pope County 
from Amendment 100, “to as-
sist in the initiative including 
prayer, voting, funding, and 
volunteer labor.” 

No. 4: On Opposing the Legal-
ization of Recreational Mari-
juana

Messengers expressed their 
belief that legalization of rec-
reational marijuana will be 
harmful and “will adversely 
impact the quality of life in 
our communities.” Messen-
gers encouraged all Arkan-
sans to speak in opposition 
to recreational marijuana le-
galization and work against 
its legalization. Messengers 
also requested that all Arkan-
sas registered voters refuse 
to sign petitions to place a  
recreational marijuana consti-
tutional amendment on the 
general election ballot and 
to vote against any such pro-
posals to legalize recreational 
marijuana.

No. 5: On Pornography as a 
Public Health Crisis

Messengers lamented the 
“devastating damage” caused 
by pornography, committed 
to lives of purity, called on 
Arkansas Baptist churches “to 
continue and to expand efforts 
to teach the whole counsel of 
God,” called on “government 
authorities to enact and en-
force laws” to restrict pornog-
raphy, encouraged Christian 
families to be deliberate in 
teaching children how to use 
online resources for good and 
to be discerning in “protect-
ing our children from harm-
ful influences,” and affirmed 
that God is “fully able to de-
liver and restore those who  
have fallen in sexual sin,” call-
ing on churches to “foster a 
culture of grace, mercy, and 
restoration.”

No. 6: On Sexual Abuse
Messengers condemned 

“all forms of sexual abuse as  

sinful,” compelled churches 
and institutions to strengthen 
their cultures to care for vic-
tims, and encouraged church-
es and church leaders to co-
operate with organizations 
that serve the abused and to 
call on government officials 
to “strengthen laws to achieve 
justice and protection for the 
vulnerable.”

No. 7: On Scriptural Integrity 
in Political Engagement

Messengers encouraged all 
believers to be “informed and 
proactive citizens” while keep-
ing the Great Commission 
as a priority. Messengers also 
acknowledged the “danger of 
disengaging from deliberations 
about public issues” and disre-
garding “our obligation as citi-
zens.” Messengers reaffirmed 
their “commitment to Christ 
as paramount to any commit-
ment to any candidate, politi-
cal party, or political action 
organization.”

LITTLE ROCK — Four speak-
ers inspired and challenged 
messengers and guests at the 
166th annual meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Oct. 22-23 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. Below is 
a summary of the messages.

Greg Sykes
Greg Sykes, senior pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, and president of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC), gave the 
president’s message during the 
morning session Oct. 22.

Sykes preached from Luke 
15, about the end of the par-

able of the prodigal son. Sykes’ 
message focused on the “for-
gotten older brother” in the 
parable.

“Most of us have been a 
prodigal in the past,” 
said Sykes. “I believe 
we need to hear a dif-
ferent message this 
morning.”

In Luke 15:25-28, 
the forgotten man, 
the older brother in 
the parable, was out of 
touch. The man’s ques-
tions reveal a judgmental atti-
tude and legalism that many 
believers struggle with, said 
Sykes.

Legalists sometimes get 

caught up in an effort to prove 
or earn their righteousness, 
often without realizing it,  
said Sykes.

“The older sons of the 
world, the legalists, 
frankly, are unpleas-
ant people,” he said. 
“The older son didn’t 
know about the feast 
because everybody was 
afraid to tell him be-
cause they knew how 
he would react.

“I would argue that 
this older brother was as far 
from the father in heart as the 
younger brother was when he 
ran away in debauchery,” said 
Sykes.

“We need to remember this. 
If we are out of fellowship with 
our brothers and sisters, we 
cannot be in fellowship with 
our Father,” said Sykes. “He 
who loves God must also love 
his brother (1 John 4:20).”

Like the father in the par-
able, God extends forgiveness 
to all of us, said Sykes.

Sykes listed seven sins, in 
the parable that we can use 
to recognize legalism in our 
hearts: 1) Prideful, 2) Self-righ-
teous, 3) Ungrateful, 4) Self-
ish, 5) Unloving, 6) Unforgiv-
ing and 7) Disrespectful.

“It’s remarkable that He 

See SPEAKERS page 6

Sykes

Arkansas Baptists pray for newly elected Arkansas Baptist State Convention officers 
Oct. 23. The officers are, from left to right: Manley Beasley, Jr., senior pastor of Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot Springs, president; Ken Shaddox, senior pastor of Park Hill 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock, first vice president, and Jamar Andrews, lead pastor of 
Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro, second vice president. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Leland. 
These are principles that 

Baptists have held dear since 
the birth of our nation and 
the founding of our beloved 
Southern Baptist denomina-
tion. 

Today, the Arkansas Baptist 
News is committed to uphold-

ing these his-
toric principles 
by informing, 
inspiring and 
involving Ar-
kansas Baptists 

through meeting the needs of 
people, spreading the gospel, 
making disciples and growing 
God’s work in Arkansas and 
beyond. 

In all its work, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integ-
rity, fairness and balance in 
our reporting of Baptist and 
evangelical news based on 
our Christian worldview, al-
ways seeking to uphold high 
standards of journalism and 
Christian ethics. 

Due to a large social media 
and Web presence, the ABN 
reaches far beyond the print-
ed page that has historically 
defined our news service.  

Today, all cooperating 
Southern Baptists in Arkansas  
— not just those who pay for 
a print or digital subscription 
— have access to all of ABN’s 
content online through social 
media outlets and via our 
website at arkansasbaptist.org.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, 
we are not called to just do 
what is easy, but to do what is 
hard and meet the challenges 
of our day – seeking to com-
municate the truth of the gos-
pel to a lost and dying world. 

The challenge that lies 
ahead for your state Baptist 
newspaper is to successfully 
transition from a legacy tech-
nology of the printed page to 

W ell, for someone who 
once said, “I’ll never 

be a state Baptist newspaper 
editor,” I cel-
ebrated my 
ninth anniver-
sary of being 
called as your 
editor to serve 
here in Arkansas this past 
September!  

I am grateful to have been 
given this opportunity, and 
I appreciate the support and 
encouragement received from 
faithful Arkansas Baptists like 
you. 

Today, people have greater 
access to news and informa-
tion than at any other time in 
human history. 

However, much of this in-
formation comes from liberal 
mainstream news organiza-
tions that constantly bombard 
us with a secular worldview 
contrary to the tenets of our 
Christian faith.  

Make no mistake; we are 
in a culture war in our coun-
try, led by those who would 
seek to limit your religious 
freedom and your freedom 
of speech and challenge your 
traditional values.  

Since 1901, the Arkansas 
Baptist News has served as a 
key source of news and infor-
mation about our churches, 
associations, state convention 
and national denomination. 

Religious freedom and the 
free flow of information have 
been traditionally defended 
by Baptists, and defenders in-
clude heroes of the faith like 
Roger Williams, John Clarke, 
Obadiah Holmes and John 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

a sustainable digital model for 
future generations of Arkan-
sas Baptists.

As your editor, I don’t al-
ways agree with the opinions 
of the authors of the letters 
to the editor that we publish 
regularly, but at the same time 
I am committed to giving 
grassroots Baptists the oppor-
tunity to express themselves 
and give an equal voice to the 
issues of concern. 

For the past several years 
the ABN has published a list 
of our subscribing churches, 
that is … our churches that 
provide subscriptions to their 
members. This list is on pages 
14-15 of our Oct. 24 edition.

One of the churches you’ll 
find there is Freeman Heights 
Baptist Church in Berryville, 
whose pastor is Alan Brown.

I believe Pastor Alan and 

Freeman Heights embody 
the spirit of the mission of 
the Arkansas Baptist News. I 
have asked him to share a few 
words of testimony with you 
today.

Brown: I wrote a 
letter to Bro. Tim 
because I wanted to 
express to him how 
important it was that 
he understands that 
this is a tool. It’s not 
the Bible, but it helps 
us as a family to stay 
together. 

I enjoy hearing from my 
family, even some of those 
that I don’t like too much. I 
like to know where they’re at 
to stay away from them. I’m 
just kidding. 

Anyway, I wanted him to 
know that I look forward 
every two weeks to getting this 

paper. I have read it since the 
early ‘70s. What started my 
thinking about that was that I 
was thumbing through some 
files and trying to throw away 
some stuff, and I found an 

Arkansas Baptist from 
1981 with my picture 
on it. I was good-look-
ing back then. I don’t 
know what happened, 
but it was there.

I thought to my-
self, “How many 
times I’ve read those 

papers, those editorials and 
those stories, and I’ve read 
about churches, and brothers 
and sisters that I know. I’ve 
learned a lot about Arkansas 
Baptists. I’ve learned a lot 
about churches and people 
that I’ve never heard about.” 

See FAMILY page 6

Brown: ABN ‘helps us as a family stay together’ 

Brown

Editor’s Note: Following is the 
Arkansas Baptist News report 
given at the 166th annual meet-
ing of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 5   

I n my most recent columns, I have focused on the reli-
ability of Scripture. In doing so, I have argued that the 

Bible is the Word of God; thus, it has authority. The bulk 
of the weight of authority is carried by the reality that the 
Bible is the inspired Word of God. Clearly, the authority 
of Scripture and the inspiration of Scripture are closely 

tied together. If one believes 
Scripture is inspired, it gener-
ally follows that one will also 
believe it is authoritative.  

Inspiration comes from a 
Greek word meaning “God-

breathed.” Paul wrote in 2 Tim. 3:16 that “all Scripture 
is breathed out by God.” This means God is the primary 
author and director of Scripture. 
Now that doesn’t mean that 
God wrote the Bible in heaven 
and handed it down to us fully 
complete with all 66 books fin-
ished. It was a process that took 
place using human language, 
culture, actions and traditions. 
God inspired certain men to 
write His words so that we may 
know God’s will.

The process of canonization 
(the compilation of the Bible) 
is a miracle in itself. It was writ-
ten over a span of 1,500 years, 
more than 40 generations, by 
more than 40 authors – kings, 
peasants, philosophers, fisher-
man, poets, statesmen, scholars, 
and farmers; on three different 
continents – Asia, Africa and 
Europe; and in three different 
languages – Greek, Hebrew and 
some Aramaic.

Of course, the New Testa-
ment books weren’t completed 
until the first century; however, 
the early church didn’t have a 
fully agreed upon New Testa-
ment canon for some time later. 

Christians have generally always accepted the 27 books 
in the New Testament, although there was some discus-
sion about John’s epistles, James, 2 Peter and Revelation 
within the early church. The first time we started seeing an 
established New Testament canon was around A.D. 367 by 
Athanasius. For the most part, from that point, all 27 New 
Testament books that we have today were established as the 
only books of the New Testament (by all Christian tradi-
tions). The Old Testament is another story.

Some Christian traditions accept more than 39 Old 
Testament books. Technically, the first time the canon of 
66 books (39 OT and 27 NT) was constructed was in A.D. 
1534 by Martin Luther; however, Luther included the 
(Catholic) Apocryphal books in an appendix of his original 
translation. Generally speaking, all 66 books we recognize 
today have been accepted as Scripture since the very early 
church.

Christians shouldn’t be discouraged by the process of 
canonization because it doesn’t diminish our view of inspi-
ration in the least. Christians who hold to the authority and 
inspiration of Scripture claim that God Who inspired men 
to write the Scriptures is the same God Who saw to its for-
mulation. The Spirit attests to the inspiration of Scripture. 
We can trust the compilation of Scripture because the Holy 
Spirit bears witness to the truth of the text as we read it and 
submit our lives to its teachings.

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church, North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

Is the Bible reliable? – Part 3
makes perfect, and we apply 
it almost without thinking to 
many areas of our lives. If we 
work consistently enough, we 
know we will move from awk-
wardness into a place where 
we are comfortable even with 
hard tasks. 

Sadly, somehow, that “prac-
tice makes 
perfect” man-
tra often dis-
appears when 
it comes 
to spiritual 
growth. We 

faithfully attend church and 
Bible study, learning the prin-
ciples of spiritual discipline. 
But, when it comes to prac-
tice, we approach obedience 
as if each command of our 
Lord only applies to us if we 
can accomplish it perfectly 
the first time. If we falter or 
struggle, we brush it off with 
the excuse of, “Well, I guess 
that’s just not my spiritual 
gift,” as if only certain people 
are capable of that step of 
obedience. We compare our-
selves to the strong, practiced 
prayer warrior, assuming he’s 
never felt our struggles in 
prayer. We allow ourselves to 
be intimidated by the people-
person who seems to share 
her faith easily, never con-

Practice makes perfect

The death of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

M ore than a few years 
ago, my parents taught 

me how to drive. Much of the 
learning experience is pretty 
fuzzy in my head by now, but 
one aspect remains firmly 
entrenched: Dad teaching 
me how to parallel park. He 
walked me through the steps, 
teaching me 
the principles 
behind lin-
ing up any 
vehicle for 
successful 
parking. 
Then he had me practice over 
and over again until I could 
park smoothly, naturally and 
comfortably – even in stress-
ful situations. 

My dad’s insistence on rep-
etition never communicated a 
“not good enough” mentality. 
Instead, it represented a striv-
ing for excellence. Practice 
helped a challenging task be-
come almost easy. Automatic. 
Dad wanted me to feel so 
comfortable with the chal-
lenging task that I could still 
accomplish it even when feel-
ing the intimidation of being 
behind the wheel with the 
evaluating officer sitting next 
to me in the passenger seat, 
critiquing my every move. 

We all know that practice 

A bu Bakr al-Baghdadi is 
dead following recent 

U.S. military action, and it is 
safe to say that most of man-
kind is glad that the leader of 
ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria) is gone. 
As much of 
the world 
cheers, it is 
important 
to consider 
the most 
appropri-
ate response of the Church. 
Yes, an icon of evil has been 
taken out. Throughout world 
history God has worked 
through military action to 
destroy evildoers. But, it is 
also important to remember 
that while we battle against 
evil, we should not be fueled 
with hate toward a person or 
people.  

Jesus said, “Love your 
enemies” (Matt. 5:44), and 
the Apostle Paul wrote, “Our 
struggle is not against flesh 
and blood” (Eph. 6:12). More-
over, God is at work among 

ISIS members. In close prox-
imity to where Baghdadi was 
killed, I have firsthand knowl-
edge of ISIS members pro-
fessing faith in Christ. I have 
been there. I have been where 

a discipleship 
group of ISIS 
members 
meet. God 
loves ISIS 
members. 
Christ died 
for ISIS mem-

bers; and the Holy Spirit is 
drawing some of these indi-
viduals to faith in Him.  

Now, with their leader re-
moved, many will be contem-
plating common questions of 
life, purpose and existence. 
They will be dealing internally 
with two important philo-
sophical questions, “What is 
real?” and “What is true?” In 
times and circumstances like 
these, the Holy Spirit stirs in 
the hearts of those who need 
Him. It is quite possible that 
this traumatic event in the 
lives of ISIS members is what 

sidering how many times she 
stumbled awkwardly over her 
words before faithful practice 
helped her learn to listen to 
the guidance of the Holy Spir-
it in each new encounter. 

These days, I avoid paral-
lel parking as often as pos-
sible, which means I’m out 
of practice. I know the angles 
required, and I clearly remem-
ber the instructions my dad 
patiently repeated again and 
again, letting me know the 
practical steps to successful 
parallel parking. But because 
it’s been years since I’ve actu-
ally needed to parallel park, 
I am honestly no better off 
than those I know who were 
never taught. Why? Because I 
don’t practice. 

Any of us who have spent 
any time in church and in the 
Word of God know the steps 
to obedience. But, if we don’t 
put them into practice, we’re 
no better off than those who 
do not know. May we as the 
Body of Christ stop making 
excuses – stop being afraid of 
messing up – and start choos-
ing to practice obedience 
again and again and again.

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church, East 
End. Read her blog at annhib-
bard.com.

the Lord will use to bring peo-
ple to faith in Him – to trans-
form evil killers into messen-
gers of the gospel of peace. 
There are currently record 
numbers of Muslims com-
ing to faith in Jesus Christ. 
In fact, the rapid growth of 
Christianity in Iran has now 
exceeded that of China.

May we, as God’s people, 
pray for ISIS members. Let’s 
pray for the men, women, 
boys and girls under the 
influence of ISIS. Ask the 
Lord to give other believers 
opportunity and courage to 
share Jesus with these people. 
Ask the Lord to work through 
visions and dreams to reveal 
Himself to them, just as He 
is among other Middle East-
erners throughout the world. 
Let’s intentionally guard our-
selves from hate and disdain 
for a people and ask the Lord 
to break our hearts for those 
who so desperately need Him.

Eric W. Ramsey is associate 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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The church in Independence 
County that’s had 190 years 
of continuous worship ser-
vices. Those are things that 
we need to celebrate. Those 
are family things. It’s like get-
ting a newsletter (from home) 
every two weeks. You’re hear-
ing about people; you’re see-
ing things that are important 
to us. And I like the fact that 
they tell the truth; they give 
differing opinions. There are 
things in there, when I go to 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, I’m prepared for. When 
I go to the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention, I’m prepared 
for… why? Because it’s right 
here. 

And so, I just wanted 
him to know, and his staff 
to know, how important it 
is that I think they’re there. 
When I was in seminary – 18 
years in Fort Worth – I always 
made it to the seminary li-
brary; I couldn’t afford to buy 
the paper, so I would go to 
the seminary library and look 
it up and read about what 
was happening back home 
in Arkansas. So it was a tool 
for me when I was on foreign 

missions in Texas to learn 
about my brothers and sisters. 
That’s how I heard about 
Sonny, and I said, “Wow, 
I heard about him from 
Ouachita,” and other people. 
So I just wanted to say, 
“Thank you.” Every time I’ve 
needed help with advertising 
or I’ve needed help with ques-
tions, they’re always there. I 
just wanted him to know that 
he and his staff are appreci-
ated, and we as Southern Bap-
tists and Arkansas Baptists 
need to keep this paper alive, 
and you need to encourage 
the people in your church to 
take it out and read it.

Yarbrough: Thank you, 
Bro. Alan. You know, I kind 
of did this same thing. When 
Billy Graham passed away, 
when we were researching 
for an article about him, I 
ran across an article about 
me, from the Arkansas Baptist 
News when I was called to 
the Southern Baptist Broth-
erhood Commission. But, 
unlike Alan, my wife tells me 
that I’m better looking today 
than I was then! 

Thank you for your support 
and for all you do to reach 
this state for Jesus Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

uses any of us. … But the good 
news is that He has,” said 
Sykes, ending his message by 
quoting Psalm 51.

Ronnie Floyd
Ronnie Floyd, president 

and CEO of the Executive 
Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and for-
mer senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, shared a message during 
the afternoon session 
Oct. 22.

Floyd preached 
from Colossians 4 
and said that a “spirit 
of willingness should 
always captivate and 
dominate the heart of 
the Christ-follower.”

“To the oldest of 
you in this room, you still need 
to say to God, ‘Here am I, send 
me.’ To the most discouraged 
of you in this room, you still 
need to say to God, ‘Here am I, 
send me,’” said Floyd. “What I 
am saying to you today is this, 
‘Always be willing to go any-
where, at any time, to go any 
place that God wants you to go 

to. Always be willing.’”
“Willing to stay may be 

more difficult than 
being willing to go. But 
you should also always 
be willing to go,” said 
Floyd.

Floyd told messen-
gers to never forget 
that the greatest need 
that we have is for God 
to bring about the 
“next great spiritual awaken-
ing.”

Floyd said that it is impor-
tant that we: 1) Seek the Lord; 
2) Reach the lost, and 3) Im-

pact the future.
Floyd also encour-

aged pastors to de-
vote an entire Sunday 
morning service(s) to 
prayer.

“There is no great 
movement of God that 
has ever occurred that 
is not first proceeded 

by the extraordinary prayer of 
God’s people,” said Floyd.

Sonny Tucker
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 

executive director, preached 
Tuesday evening, Oct. 22, 
from 1 Corinthians 3 on the 
topic of encouraging church 
members to engage in evange-

lism and to “think like a mis-
sionary.”

“I think we’ve got to 
look at evangelism as a 
process not an event,” 
said Tucker. “You try 
to get a nugget grasp of 
what it looks like and 
how you can get some 
of your regular church 
folks involved in some 
part of this process.”

Tucker highlighted scales 
of measurement used by mis-
sionaries – the Engel scale and 
resistance/receptivity scale – 
that he said can be good tools 
for Arkansas Baptists to better 
understand how to walk un-
believers from a place of not 
being receptive to the gospel to 
the point of salvation.

Speaking on the numeri-
cal markers of the resistance/
receptivity scale that denote 
the level of a lost individual’s 
openness to the gospel, Tucker 
said, “Wouldn’t it be great to 
get some of your family and 
relatives and friends just to 
where they didn’t care, they 
weren’t anti- and negative?”

“Let me ask you a question, 
this is very difficult: ‘Where 
are more people saved – over 
here, plus five (highly recep-
tive on the scale) or over here, 
minus five (highly resistant 
on the scale)?’” said Tucker. 
“Again, God can move folks 
from minus five to plus five 
very fast as I have seen that 
happen in one visit.”

“Who’s your one? Who 
you going to pray for? Who 
you going to invite? Who you 
going to take fishing? … Who 
you going to play golf with? 
You can find a way; the Holy 
Spirit is working in your heart 
right now,” said Tucker. “And 
you will be rewarded for that 
task.”

Jamar Andrews 
Jamar Andrews, lead pastor 

of Word Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro, delivered the con-
vention sermon Wednesday 

morning, Oct. 23, preaching 
from 2 Kings 2.

“I want to look at some 
key things in this denomina-
tion, in our world and time, 
that we need to be agreeing on 
that will bring us together as 
multi-generational and to see 
the kingdom advance,” said 
Andrews. “How do we see the 
smooth transition or transfer-
ence of leadership? I believe 
that from the lives of Elijah 
and Elisha, they present to us 
what it should look like.”

Andrews focused on the im-
portance of older generations 
coming alongside younger 
generations like Elijah came 
alongside Elisha.

Andrews said there are 
three main things to focus on: 
1) We need to leverage today; 
2) We need to remem-
ber yesterday, and 3) 
We need to prepare 
for tomorrow.

Andrews pointed 
out that Elijah, the 
older, “leveraged 
today” by going to Eli-
sha and trained him to 
take over once Elijah 
was gone.

“This message that we carry 
– that you have taught us, 
that you have shown us –  it 
changes lives,” said Andrews. 
“The greatest gift you can leave 
behind is a prepared servant.”

Andrews walked through 
the chapter and pointed out 

that Elijah took Elisha to Gil-
gal, Bethel, Jericho and the Jor-
dan River to remember what 
God had done for the Israel-
ites at those specific places.

At the last place, Elijah told 
Elisha to ask for anything, and 
he would give it to him. Elisha 
requested a double portion of 
the spirit within Elijah.

“Elisha had his priorities 
straight. He didn’t say he 
wanted his name in lights or 
to be famous,” said Andrews. 
“Many times in ministry, us 
young brothers can have our 
vision off, and we can be 
looking in the wrong place. 
We can think that ministry is 
about the ABC’s: attendance, 
building and cash. We think 
that means something for our 
spiritual prowess.”

Andrews then point-
ed out that the last mir-
acle Elijah performed 
was the first miracle 
Elisha performed. An-
drews then looked for-
ward to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to remem-
ber that the last miracle 
Jesus did before He was 

taken away from the disciples 
was healing a soldier’s ear.

“We need to devote our 
lives to the very last thing that 
our Lord did before He was 
taken from His disciples to be 
crucified: to see the servants of 
our enemy healed,” said An-
drews.

Floyd

Tucker

Andrews

continued from page 4
SPEAKERS
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ABSC agencies and institutions report to messengers
LITTLE ROCK – Seven agen-
cies or institutions of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) presented annual 
reports during the 166th annu-
al meeting of the ABSC Oct. 
22-23 at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
Following are the highlights of 
their reports.

ABCHomes
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, execu-

tive director of the ABSC, pre-
sented Derek Brown, executive 
director of Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries (ABCHomes), a 
plaque to show appreciation 
and congratulate Brown and 
the ministry of ABCHomes 
for 125 years of service.

Pat Durmon, an Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Home 
alumnus, shared her story with 
messengers.

“We came with secrets, 
shame and worries,” she said. 
“We were scared, sad and 
scarred. The Baptist Home 
gave us hot meals, beds, a rou-

tine, sponsors, education, a 
church and a sense of security. 
This place grew on me and 
others. It became our home.

“We needed a home. We 
needed people who showed 
us caring and Jesus. We were 
starving in so many ways – for 
love and for goodness,” Dur-
mon continued. “We needed 
exactly what we found there.”

From the Baptist Home, 
Durmon’s physical, emotional 
and mental needs were met.

“We alumni are thankful 
for the Baptist Homes and 
those adults who helped us feel 
sure-footed,” she said. “These 
people by the grace of God 
helped us believe in ourselves, 
made us think we were lovable 
and capable. None of us know 
what exactly would have hap-
pened to us if the emergency 
shelters and the Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes would 
not have intervened for us.”

Durmon became an English 
teacher, mental health coun-
selor, poet and writer. 

Brown stated that Dur-

mon’s story is like the stories 
of tens of thousands of chil-
dren who have come through 
the Baptist Homes over the 
past 125 years. 

He said that ABCHomes is 
dedicated to one thing: taking 
children who need families 
and putting them in families. 

The mission of ABCHomes 
is to “build, strengthen and 
restore Arkansas families for 
God’s glory,” reported Brown. 
ABCHomes has four minis-
tries where it seeks to accom-
plish that mission: campus 
care ministry in Harrison and 
Monticello, foster care min-
istry, family care ministry for 
single mothers and counseling 
ministry.

Arkansas Baptist Foundation
Bobby Thomas, president 

and CEO of Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation (ABF), presented 
the Foundation’s report.

Thomas said that ABF was 
celebrating 70 years of service 
during the annual meeting 
and that the ABF was estab-
lished to carry out the direc-
tions of the convention. 

More than $441 million 
have been distributed for 
God’s work in Arkansas and 
around the world during its 
70 years of service, Thomas 
reported. Since 2015, ABF has 
distributed more than $134 
million to ministry, and a ma-
jority of that money has stayed 
in Arkansas. 

He stated that scholarships 
are now available online for 
the 2020-21 school year.

Thomas said that ABF of-
fers estate planning, and the 
estate planning is free for any 
Arkansas Baptist working in 
denominational service. In 
2019 only, ABF has prepared 
estate plans totaling more than 
$86 million. 

He shared how Arkansas 
Baptists who are trained in 
areas of legal, accounting and 
finance are fulfilling their calls 
by working at ABF. He high-
lighted ABF staff during his 
presentation, including Curt 
Tucker, stewardship coordina-
tor; Barri Bridges, executive 
assistant; Jacqueline Bolding, 
finance coordinator; Abigail 
Brizuela, legal assistant; and 
Dillon McClain, vice presi-
dent and attorney.

Arkansas Baptist News
Read the Arkansas Baptist 

News (ABN) report by Tim Yar-

brough, editor/executive direc-
tor of the ABN, on page 4.

Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council
Larry Page, executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, presented a 
legislative report.

Page introduced Cecile 
Bledsoe, an Arkansas state sen-
ator from Rogers and member 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, who encouraged 
Arkansas Baptist pastors, min-
isters and laypeople to stand 
against current efforts to place 
measures to legalize recreation-
al marijuana on the ballot in 
Arkansas.

Bledsoe told messengers to: 
1) Politely refuse to sign peti-
tions regarding recreational 
marijuana; 2) Encourage those 
in their circle of influence to 
do the same, and 3) Explain 
to them why it is so important 
to stand against the measures.

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie, executive 

director of Camp Siloam, 
greeted messengers wearing a 
cowboy hat – highlighting the 
camp’s Wild West theme for 
2020.

“We had a great year of 
camp ministry this summer,” 
said Wilkie. “The reason camp 
ministry is so powerful is be-
cause of Jesus working through 
college students who come to 
Camp Siloam. And we have 
great partners in Williams 
Baptist University and Ouachi-
ta Baptist University and our 
Baptist collegiate ministers 
that are on campuses across 
Arkansas.”

Wilkie highlighted Ralph 
Iweriebor, a student at the 
University of Arkansas, Monti-
cello, and former ABCHomes 
resident, who became a Chris-
tian while a camper at Camp 
Siloam. This past summer 
he participated as a leader at 
Camp Siloam.

Iweriebor had the opportu-
nity to share Christ with mul-
tiple campers this summer and 
saw many come to salvation.

Kelly Jones, campus direc-
tor of ABCHomes’ children’s 
home in Monticello, shared 
how ABCHomes partners 
with Camp Siloam to minister 
to children and youth. 

Jones said 12 decisions were 
made by residents this past 
summer, with nine making 
professions of faith.

“Last summer we had al-

most 6,000 campers; we had 
5,809 campers and 786 deci-
sions,” said Wilkie. “If you 
wonder if camp ministry is 
worth it, I’m going to tell you 
it is because (more than) half 
of those were decisions for 
Christ – 436 decisions for 
Christ.”

In addition, Wilkie said 
Camp Siloam saw 189 camp-
ers rededicate their lives, 105 
interested in baptism and 56 
called to missions or full-time 
ministry.

Ouachita Baptist University
Ben Sells, president of 

Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU), shared the six strate-
gic directions OBU is focusing 
on during 2018-22: 1) Sustain 
Christ-centered identity; 2) 
Advance faculty/staff support; 
3) Ensure transformative learn-
ing; 4) Grow residential enroll-
ment; 5) Diversify educational 
offerings, and 6) Strengthen 
key partnerships. 

Sells told messengers that 
OBU has a significant focus 
on health programs. Fall 2019 
was the first semester OBU en-
rolled the first class in the new 
nursing program in partner-
ship with Baptist Health. Sells 
also stated that OBU is one of 
the few Christian universities 
in America to offer a degree in 
dietetics. OBU is planning on 
launching a graduate intern-
ship in dietetics in fall 2020, 
Sells said. There are only two 
programs in Arkansas that 
offer the graduate internship, 
which is needed to become a 
registered dietician. 

He announced a new mas-
ter’s degree in applied behav-
ior analysis, which will be the 
first in Arkansas. The gradu-
ate program will better prepare 
students to help children with 
autism. 

Sells reported that the resi-
dential enrollment grew for 
the third time to more than 
1,500 students, the highest en-
rollment since 2012. Sixty-five 
percent of students are from 
Arkansas; 75 percent are Bap-
tist; 25 percent are first-gener-
ation college students, and 26 
percent feel called to ministry. 
Another 100 students are en-
rolled at OBU through on-
line programs and concurrent 
classes.

He stated that 99 percent of 
OBU graduates had a job or 

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, contact the ABN at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5161, or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

See REPORTS page 9
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Pastors’ Conf. attendees challenged to restore passion
LITTLE ROCK — A variety of 
speakers challenged Arkansas 
Baptist pastors and staff at the 
2019 Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) Pastors’ 
Conference Oct. 21 at Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock.

The Pastors’ Conference 
theme was Restore Your Pas-
sion. Worship was led by Jon 
Skelley and the worship minis-
try of Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock.

Officers for the 2020 Pas-
tors’ Conference were elected. 
Nick Floyd, senior pastor, 
Cross Church, northwest Ar-
kansas, will serve as president. 
David Mitchell, senior pastor, 
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, 
Cabot, will serve as vice presi-
dent. Chester Witherspoon, 
pastor, Tabernacle 
of God, Marion, will 
serve as secretary/trea-
surer. 

Dave Hughey
Dave Hughey, se-

nior pastor, Geyer 
Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, 
and president, 2019 
ABSC Pastors’ Conference, 
opened the conference with a 
focus on 2 Timothy 4:2, which 
calls for a passion for the Word 
of God in preaching, personal 
discipleship and evangelism. 
“If we don’t preach the Word, 
the Righteous Judge will not 
declare us to be a faithful 
preacher,” he said. For pastors 
to preach the Word of God, he 
said that pastors have to know 
the Word, allowing it “to dwell 

in us and 
work in us. 
… If God is 
going to speak 
through us … 
there must 
have been 
opportunity 
for Him to 
first speak to 

us.” Turning his attention to 
Deuteronomy 6, Hughey said 
that, in some cases, pastors are 
like fathers to those they lead 
and must be “always ready to 
speak forth the truth of the 
Word.” Acknowledging that 
sometimes it is difficult “to be 
excited, to be ready,” he said, 
“We need to beg the Spirit to 
rekindle our passion for the 
Word of God.”

David Allen
David Allen, dean of the 

Hughey

School of Preaching at South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 
preached on Hebrews 12:1-3. 
Allen said that he had partici-
pated in a half marathon in 
Fort Worth, and learned that 
running a marathon with en-
durance is an “apt metaphor 
for the Christian life. … No 
matter what …. you and I must 
live the Christian life with en-
durance.”

Allen explained three 
things that are necessary to 
run the race successfully: 1) 
“Being aware that we are sur-
rounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses,” 2) “Laying aside 
every hindrance and the sin 
that easily entangles us,” and 
3) “Keeping our eyes fixed 
on Jesus.” He noted that the 

word, “endured,” is 
used twice to describe 
Jesus in Hebrews 12: 
2-3. “If you want to be 
uplifted and encour-
aged, look at Jesus,” 
he said, adding, “He 
never asked me to do 
anything He has not 
already done.”

Following his ser-
mon, Allen led in a workshop 
on preparing the sermon.  
Text-driven preaching, or ex-
pository preaching, he said, is 
“the interpretation and com-
munication of a bibli-
cal text in a sermon 
that re-presents the 
substance, structure 
and spirit of the text.” 
A “sermon should 
be based on a text of 
Scripture,” he said. A 
Scripture text should 
be a “source,” not a 
“resource,” and a ser-
mon should “expound the 
meaning of that text.” He ex-
plained 12 steps for expository 
preaching.

Mike Spradlin
Mike Spradlin, president, 

Mid-America Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Cordova, Tenn., 
preached a sermon based on 
Ezekiel 24:15-27, a passage in 
which the prophet Ezekiel’s 
life became the sermon. After 
Ezekiel’s wife died, God told 
him not to mourn. “God gave 
Ezekiel the hard instructions 
before He tells him why he’s 
doing it,” Spradlin said.

Ezekiel 24:18 is “one of the 
most powerful two sentences 
in the Bible. In the midst of 
personal tragedy, he (Ezekiel) 

Allen

was willing to obey the will 
of God, to follow the Word 
of God and to love God,” he 
said. Spradlin encouraged at-
tendees, saying, “Your darkest 

moment might be the 
time God is using you 
in a way more power-
ful than you can imag-
ine.”

Following his mes-
sage, Spradlin led a 
workshop on prepar-
ing the preacher. He 
offered numerous 
practical tips, includ-

ing the basics of having a 
strong relationship with Jesus, 
being called to ministry, being 
trained formally or informally 
and knowing Scripture. If 
Scripture “ever be-
comes a tool to you 
and not a treasure, 
you’re in big trouble,” 
he said. “If you’re stale 
in your devotional life, 
that’s going to express 
itself in other ways,” he 
added. He also focused 
on other essentials for 
pastors, including knowing 
personal giftedness, equipping 
others and dealing with stress 
and conflict. “God can heal 
the brokenhearted, even when 
the brokenhearted is the pas-
tor,” he said. Spradlin encour-

Spradlin

aged pastors to be evangelistic. 
“Let’s discipline ourselves to 
have the practice of evangelism 
and to pass on the passion for 
evangelism,” he said.

Bill Elliff
With a focus on 1 Corin-

thians 2:1-5, Bill Elliff, senior 
teaching and lead pastor of 
The Summit Church, North 
Little Rock, discussed believ-
ers’ “desperate need” and led 
attendees in a time of focused 
prayer. “We desperately need 
the power of God,” Elliff said. 
He believes, “Something beau-
tiful is happening across our 
state in a movement of prayer,” 
and he said the prayers of 
God’s people are “precursors 

to revival and spiritual 
awakening.” 

Elliff discussed 
three things in the 
Apostle Paul’s life that 
brought the power of 
God as revealed in the 
focal Scripture passage: 
1) “Death to ourselves 
and our plans,” 2) 

“Dependence upon the Spirit 
within,” and 3) “Determina-
tion to know nothing among 
men but Christ.” He called 
on participants to gather into 
small groups to “ask God to 
flood your church with His 

power.” He then called on 
participants to go to individu-
als in the room and pray spe-
cifically for those individuals,  
that the “power of God would 
fall on that man of God.” He 
closed with all attendees pray-
ing aloud simultaneously that 
“God in His mercy would fall 
with His power across the state 
of Arkansas so that people 
would know Jesus.” Elliff said, 
“If we want the power of God, 
we’ve got to ask God.”

Steve Gaines
Steve Gaines, senior pas-

tor, Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, Tenn., wrapped 
up the Pastors’ Conference, 
preaching on Matthew 13:24-
30,36-43. “We’ve lost our ur-
gency when it comes to the 
gospel. … Our gospel is a right-
now gospel,” Gaines said. He 
explained that the Scripture 
passage highlights two differ-
ent sowers and two different 
seeds, with the field being the 
world. “Do you understand 
that the devil is sowing seed 
today?” he asked. “Preachers, 
are we not supposed to be sow-
ing good seeds?” he continued. 
“Our opponent is the devil, 
and we need to lock arms and 

Elliff

See PASTORS page 9

Steve Gaines, senior pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova, Tenn., preaches during the evening session of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Pastors’ Conference Oct. 21 at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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hearts and fight together.”
Gaines discussed the “decla-

ration of separation,” in which 
all tares will be removed and 
all wheat will be rewarded. He 
challenged those in attendance 
to sow seeds for the final har-

continued from page 8
PASTORS vest, and he said, “Don’t tell 

me you’ve had a gospel con-
versation unless it contained 
a genuine gospel presentation 
and you extended a genuine 
gospel invitation.”

After leading participants 
to read Psalm 126:6 in unison, 
Gaines closed his sermon by 
leading participants to sing the 
traditional gospel song, “Bring-
ing in the Sheaves.”

continued from page 7
REPORTS
were in graduate school within 
six months of graduation; the 
national average is 84 percent. 

Sells announced that OBU 
received four recognitions this 
fall. Niche ranked OBU as the 
number one Best Value Col-
lege in Arkansas and the num-
ber one Most Conservative 
College in Arkansas. US News 

& World Report ranked OBU as 
the No. 2 Regional College in 
the South. College Consensus 
ranked Ouachita as number 
one in Student Satisfaction 
in Arkansas, Louisiana and 
Texas. 

He reported that OBU part-
ners with ABSC to host five 
life-changing events through-
out the year, including Called 
to Ministry, Super Summer, 
JoyWorks/PraiseWorks, Pas-
tors’ Conference and Counsel-
ing Conference. 

Sells introduced Anna 
Rosenthal, OBU alumnus and 
assistant director of campus 
ministries, and Robert Pilcher, 
senior Spanish and music 
double major and Christian 
studies minor. Rosenthal re-

membered how the faculty 
and staff at OBU impacted 
her spiritually. Pilcher stated 
that his time at Ouachita al-
lowed him to find community 
easily and that he has grown 
academically and spiritually.

Williams Baptist  University
Stan Norman, president of 

Williams Baptist University 
(WBU), announced a record-
breaking freshman class for 
2019, saying that enrollment 
grew by double digits. WBU is 
the only university in Arkansas 
to experience that high of en-
rollment growth. 

Norman stated that many 
students have come to faith 
in Christ during their time 
at WBU, happening at a pace 

that WBU has not seen in sev-
eral years. 

Norman announced the 
new WilliamsWorks program 
designed to keep Christian 
higher education afford-
able and to allow students to 
graduate debt-free. He said 
that WBU started this new 
program because of the state 
of higher education in this 
country. Allowing Christian 
higher education to be afford-

able will allow more students 
to be trained in a Christian 
context and be leaders and 
light in the secular world, said 
Norman. Norman also said 
that WilliamsWorks will also 
teach students how to have a 
good work ethic.

Following the reports, 
Tucker conducted a Q-and-
A with Sells and Norman on 
Christian higher education in 
Arkansas.

Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) Executive Director J.D. “Sonny” Tucker 
(left) presents a plaque recognizing Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries’ (ABCHomes) 125th anniversary to Derek Brown, executive director of 
ABCHomes during the ABSC Annual Meeting Oct. 22. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Editor’s Note: The ABN would 
love to share your church news 
with the state. Send your informa-
tion to sarah@arkansasbaptist.
org or call 1-800-838-2272, ext. 
5153. Please submit information 
three weeks prior to the event.

Church life

Milestones

Obituaries
Charles “Woody” Woodiel, 

80, of Beebe, 
died Oct. 14.

W o o d i e l 
was a founding 
member and 
served as trea-
surer of Victory 

Baptist Church, Cabot. 
He was preceded in death by 

his wife, Carmen Woodiel, sister 
and son. 

Woodiel is survived by his 
wife, Barbara, two daughters, 
three grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was held 
Oct. 17 at Stoney Point Cem-
etery, Beebe.

Bill Donahue, 84, of El 
Dorado, died  
Oct. 16.

D o n a h u e 
served as music 
director of 
Caledonia Bap-
tist Church, El 

Dorado, and was a member of 
Gideons International. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents.

Donahue is survived by his 
wife, two sons, four grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren.

A funeral was held Oct. 21 at 
Caledonia Baptist Church.

Rolland “Evon” Sharp, 67, 

of Floral, died 
Oct. 17.

Sharp served 
as a deacon and 
Sunday school 
teacher and op-
erated sound 

and music equipment at Floral 
Baptist Church, Floral.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, one sister and a 
brother.

Sharp is survived by his fa-
ther, stepmother, wife, a son, a 
daughter, seven grandchildren, 
three great-grandchildren, a 
brother and a sister.

A funeral was held Oct. 19 at 
Floral Baptist Church.

Polly Riley Carpenter, 95, 
of Russellville, 
died Oct. 18. 

Carpenter 
was an active 
member of 
First Baptist 
Church, Rus-

sellville, and a former aux-
iliary member of Gideons  
International.

She was preceded in death by 
two husbands, two brothers, two 
sisters and a stepson.

Carpenter is survived by her 
sister, four daughters, a son, 
16 grandchildren and 42 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service was held 
Oct. 24 at First Baptist Church,  
Russellville.

Jim D. Grady, 93, of Little 
Rock, died  
Oct. 21.

A World 
War II and 
Korean War 
veteran, Grady 
served as a 

deacon, Sunday school teacher 
and Sunday school director at 
First Baptist Church, Marianna, 
Baring Cross Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, and First 
Baptist Church, Sherwood. He 
also served on the executive 
board of North Pulaski Bap-
tist Association in North Little 
Rock.

Grady was preceded in death 
by his parents.

He is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, six grandchil-
dren, 10 great-grandchildren 
and two sisters.

A memorial service was held  
Oct. 25 at First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood.

Ferrell Bruce Grigsby, 74, 
of Jackson-
ville, died  
Oct. 23.

Grigsby was 
a member of 
Bayou Meto 
Baptist Church, 

Jacksonville, and served with Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
disaster relief.

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, son, father and brother. 

Grigsby is survived by his 
mother, two daughters, two sis-
ters, two granddaughters and 
multiple great-grandchildren.

A funeral was held at Bayou 
Meto Baptist Church Oct. 27. 

Mason Valley Bap-
tist Church, Decatur, will 

Robert Greene celebrated 
25 years as pastor of First  
Baptist Church, Yorktown.

host a revival starting at  
10:30 a.m., Sunday, Nov. 10, and  
6:30 p.m., Monday-Friday,  
Nov. 11-15. Ernie Perkins will 
be the featured speaker.

Pangburn First Baptist Church is seek-
ing a pastor. Please send resumes to PO 
Box 250, Pangburn, AR 72121, or email:  
pangburnfbcpastorsearch@gmail.com.

Saltillo Heights Baptist Church, Conway, AR, 
seeking full-time or bi-vocational pas-
tor. Please send resumes to westk28@ymail.
com.

First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, is accepting 
applications for the position of senior pas-
tor. Interested parties should send resumes to 
resumes@fbcstuttgart.com.

Brown’s Chapel, Paragould, AR, is looking for 
the man God has prepared to be our new pas-
tor. Please send resume to SWheat@AState.
edu or BCBC, P.O. Box 858, Paragould, AR 72451. 

The First Baptist Church of Crossroads is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please submit re-
sumes to Pulpit Committee, First Southern Bap-
tist Church of Crossroads, Winthrop, AR 71866.

FBC, Trumann, is seeking to hire a full-time 
next generation pastor, overseeing the 
ministry areas of children, teenagers, and col-
lege. For job description, visit www.fbctrumann.
org. Interested applicants should send resume to 
john.maley@fbctrumann.org.

First Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
music minister. Please submit resumes to 
FBC, 507 N Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335, At-
tention: Music Search Committee or by e-mail to 
dianne@fbcfc.org.

West View Baptist is currently seeking a 
youth pastor. Successful candidate will 
report directly to the senior pastor and work 
alongside other staff members. Our goal is to 
reach community youth and disciple exist-
ing youth department. Below are some of our  
expectations. All information will be held in 
complete confidence. Notes: -must be currently 
active in an SBC church and ordained, -have a 

college degree but not required, -support in 
entirety the Baptist Faith & Message, -report 
directly to senior pastor, -directly responsible 
for departmental budget, -have experience 
working in a youth department or similar po-
sition, -competitive salary package, -requires 
background check. West View Baptist Church,  
701 West Morgan Street, Paragould, AR 
72450. Attn: Youth Pastor Search Committee,  
Phone 870-236-7195. Email: Jlane@ipdworld.
com.

First Baptist Church, Paris, is seeking a 
part-time music director. The services 
are a blend of relevant hymns and newer wor-
ship-style music. For more information email  
hbrewton2678@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Harrison, AR (30 miles 
south of Branson) is seeking a F/T worship 
pastor. Send inquiries and/or resumes to 
robd@fbcharrison.org.

Maple Grove Baptist, Trumann, is need-
ing a full-time minister to youth. Send 
resumes or questions to jimduffel@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Danville, is seek-
ing a ministry assistant/secretary.  
This is a full-time position, hours 8-4 Monday-
Friday. Interested applicants should submit their 
resume to PO Box 877, Danville, AR 72833 or email  
fbcdan@arkwest.com.

East Baptist Church, Wynne, AR, seeks 
bi-vocational music minister to lead 
and direct overall church music ministry 
and lead blended style of music in wor-
ship. Must adhere to So. Baptist doctrine. 
Some technical skills required. Resumes to  
jfryer444@yahoo.com, or PO Box 538, Wynne, 
AR  72396.

In bad need of 15-passenger van. Late 
model. For Sidney Baptist Church, Sidney, AR. 
Call 870-847-2128.

Life Fellowship, Jacksonville, Arkansas, 
seeks bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to 5baldwins@comcast.net.

First Baptist Church, Clarendon, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sumes to FBC Search Committee, PO Box 324,  
Clarendon, AR 72029 or email to: info@fbcclar-
endon.com.  

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, 
in search of a full-time pastor. Send re-
sumes to Pastor Search Committee, 1942  
N. Wyatt Drive, El Dorado, AR, 71730 or e-mail to  
myebcchurch@yahoo.com.

Rector First Baptist Church seeks full-
time senior pastor. Send resume to rec-
torfirst@gmail.com or PO Box 197, Rector, AR  
72461.

Seeking bi-vocational pastor for a 
small, rural Southern Baptist church in Union, 
Arkansas. Please send resume or information 
to Mt. Zion Baptist Church, c/o Janet Yancey, PO 
Box 258, Oxford, AR 72565 OR email to janet.
yancey@melbourneschools.org.

PASTOR OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Submit a classified ad at 
arkansasbaptist.org/ads

C l a s s i f i e d s

MISCELLANEOUS
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I asked a little boy if he was going to be 
a shepherd in the Christmas program. He 
responded, “No, I am going to be one of 
the wise guys.” There is a huge difference 
between a “wise guy” and a “wise person.” 
Paul encountered many “wise guys” in his 
travels and ministry. Paul didn’t want the 
Ephesians to be “tossed by the waves and 
blown around by every wind of teaching” 
(Eph. 4:14). He warned them, “Let no 
one deceive you 
with empty ar-
guments” (Eph. 
5:6). 

Paul instruct-
ed them to walk 
“not as unwise 
people but as 
wise” (Eph.  
5:15). The word 
“unwise” is the Greek word asophos. The 
a is negative, and sophos is wise; thus, “un-
wise.” The word sophos literally means “to 
be skilled or learned in the letters.”

Pastor and author Charles Stanley 
defined wisdom as “the capacity to see 
things from God’s perspective and to 
respond to them according to scriptural 
principles.” This requires us to be skilled 
or learned in our letters, the Scriptures. 
Paul gave some spiritual principles to 

guide us.
First, we must “pay careful attention” 

to how we live our lives (Eph. 5:15). We 
walk, or live our lives, in a world where 
we are exposed to all kinds of tempta-
tions, ungodliness and bad influences. 
Second, we are to make “the most of the 
time” (Eph. 5:16). We are to be good 
stewards of the opportunities the Lord 
gives us. Third, we are not to be “drunk 

with wine” 
but “be filled 
by the Spirit” 
(Eph. 5:17-18). 
To be drunk 
with wine is 
to be under its 
control, which 
will lead to 
many other 

sins. Being filled by the Spirit means to 
be controlled by the Holy Spirit, which 
will always lead to righteous and holy be-
havior. Last, we are to minister to each 
other through worship (Eph. 5:19-21). 
This includes singing, thanksgiving and 
submitting to each other.

God has given us the Scriptures, the 
Spirit and the saints as resources we 
can use to help us to walk wisely in our 
Christian lives.

illness, death of a loved one, loss of a job, 
persecution because of your belief, prod-
igal children, marital strife, affairs, di-
vorces, murder of a friend or loved one, 
theft of property, house fire, etc. None of 
these things are good in nearly anyone’s 
opinion. But, God can use these things 
to work out according to His purposes. 
The father of creationism, Leon Mor-
ris, said, “No matter the circumstance, 
God’s purpose will not be overthrown 

and it will cul-
minate in final 
glory.” This was 
Paul’s personal 
testimony in Ro-
mans 8:18, “For I 
consider that the 
sufferings of this 

present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is going to be revealed 
in us.” Because of God’s sovereign pur-
poses, there is no meaningless suffering.

This working of all things for good is 
not automatic. It happens through the 
intercession of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 
8:26-27). The Spirit intercedes on behalf 
of believers so that all circumstances will 
work for our good to accomplish God’s 
will and make us more like Christ (Rom. 
8:28-29).

Our liberal culture is in an all-out as-
sault on God’s design for the family. The 
Apostle Paul gave instructions to wives, 
husbands, children and parents that is 
gospel-centered and, when applied, will 
strengthen marriages, the family and the 
home.

Wives are to submit to their husbands 
(Eph. 5:22). The phrase “submit to” is the 
Greek word hupotasso, which means “to 
set in place or to rank.” It is not a com-
mand to obey, and it 
does not imply any 
inferiority. The wife 
makes a choice to 
place herself under 
the leadership of her 
husband for the order and function of 
the family. Christ is the model for sub-
mission (Eph. 5:23-24). 

Husbands are to love their wives (Eph. 
5:25). This instruction is in the present 
middle imperative. This means husbands 
are commanded to constantly and free-
ly love their wives. Paul chose the word 
agape, which is an unconditional and un-
selfish love. Christ Himself modeled this 
agape love (Eph. 5:25-30).

Children are to obey their parents 
(Eph. 6:1). The word “obey” is hupoakouo. 

Hupo means “under,” and akouo means 
“to listen.” Hupoakouo does imply inferi-
ority, but the inferiority is in the position 
in the family. In God’s eye, children and 
parents are equal. It is right for children 
to listen to and give honor to their par-
ents as their superiors (Eph. 6:1-2).  

Parents are not to provoke their chil-
dren to anger (Eph. 6:4). To provoke im-
plies a constant treatment that leads to 
deep-seated anger and resentment. Rath-

er than provoke to 
anger, parents are 
instructed to dis-
ciple their children 
in the things of the 
Lord. Parenting is 

tough. Tony Merida, associate profes-
sor of preaching at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, said, “Parenting 
makes you desperate for God’s help. 
Some days I think success equals keep-
ing my children out of prison; on other 
days I think success is keeping myself out 
of prison!”

As the cultural constructs of the fam-
ily around us implode, we should walk 
together in loving relationships as a fam-
ily in the stable design that God has pro-
vided for the godly home.

John 11 contains the last miracle Jesus 
did before the cross. It was a miracle over 
the last enemy – death (1 Cor. 15:26). 
The emphasis here is not on Christ’s 
power over death. Rather, the emphasis 
is on faith and the glory of God. The 
word “believe” is used eight times in 
the account of Lazarus dying and being 
raised from the dead. Jesus said this in-
cident was “for the glory of God” (John 
11:4, 40). The random circumstances of 
our lives are being 
shaped to the will 
of God so that He 
will receive the 
glory for the out-
come.

The disciples 
were left scratching their heads when 
Jesus tarried two more days when He 
was told Lazarus was sick. This seems a 
contradictory response to someone you 
love (John 11:3). Jesus could have pre-
vented Lazarus’ sickness or healed him 
from where He was. But He didn’t. Laza-
rus being dead four days gave a greater 
authenticity to Jesus’ miracle and great-
er opportunity for people to believe in 
Him. Jesus wanted to increase the dis-
ciples’ faith (John 11:15).  

When He came to Lazarus’ tomb, 
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35). The Jews 
thought the tears were because He 
loved Lazarus. Some thought His tears 
were because He couldn’t do anything.  
Their thinking shows the crowd did not 
expect a miracle. Jesus became angry 
and commanded, “Remove the stone” 
(John 11:38). Jesus called for Lazarus to 
come out of the tomb, and he did.  Jesus 
commanded them, “Loose him and let 

him go” (John 
11:44). The result: 
“Therefore, many 
of the Jews who 
came to Mary and 
saw what He did 
believed in Him” 

(John 11:45).  
It is God’s will that He receive the 

glory for what He does in our lives. Over 
all the seemingly hopeless situations in 
our lives, Jesus is Lord. Even at the end 
of life, death does not have the final 
word for the believer. Jesus made this 
wonderful promise, “Everyone who lives 
and believes in Me will never die – ever” 
(John 11:26). But, we must answer His 
question, “Do you believe this?” (John 
11:26).

A pastor went to visit one of his 
church members in the hospital. As he 
entered the room, she said to him in a 
raised voice, “If you have any intention 
of quoting Romans 8:28, you can just 
turn around and leave.” 

Often in an attempt to offer comfort 
and encouragement, we quote Romans 
8:28, “We know that all things work to-
gether for the good of those who love 
God: those who are called according to 
His purpose.” 
Undoubtedly, 
she had all the 
comfort and en-
couragement she 
could stand.  

Whether we 
are on the giv-
ing or receiving end of Romans 8:28, we 
need to keep two important things in 
mind. First, all things work together for 
good, but not all things are good. Sec-
ond, good can come out of the bad. Pas-
tor and author John MacArthur has said, 
“All things are synergized by God, woven 
together, brought together in order to 
produce good.”

The implications of Paul’s and  
MacArthur’s words are staggering. “All 
things” could be:  diagnosis of a terminal 
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