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Want the latest news?

Attendees worship at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 2013 State Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth held at First Baptist Church, Sherwood, Jan. 21-22. View more scenes from 
the conference on Page 8 or visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/2013evangelismconference.

Speakers urge Baptists
to ‘reach across Arkansas’

Thousands protest Roe v. Wade
35th Annual March for Life

See LIFE page 2

See EVANGELISM page 6

‘Passion Play’ 
restructures
EUREKA SPRINGS – With short-
term efforts to save “The Great Pas-
sion Play” successful, its new leader-
ship has announced aggressive plans 
to preserve the event for future gen-
erations.

Randall Christy, president of the 
Gospel Station Network and pastor 
of Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Ada, Okla., and others led the 
charge in recent months to save the 
play by raising the $75,000 interest 
payment needed to satisfy a bank 
foreclosure.

The attraction closed in Decem-
ber 2012 following years of declin-
ing attendance and mounting debt. 
But Christy, in an interview with the 
Arkansas Baptist News, said he is con-
fident the play will now be preserved 
through new management and re-
structuring.

“It was a sad day for the people 
in this area and people all over the 
country. I heard about this and re-
ally felt the Lord wanted me to come 

Pro-life advocates from across Arkansas gathered at the Capitol. They held various signs in protest 
of the 40th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision. Right, a young girl stands with her mother 
holding a sign during a program following the March for Life. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas Bap-
tists joined thousands of pro-life 
advocates on the steps of the 
State Capitol Jan. 20 to stand up 
against what keynote speaker Paul 
Greenberg, Pulitzer prize win-
ning journalist of the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette, called “the most 
infamous ruling by an American 
court of law since the Dread Scott 
decision.”

The “infamous” ruling Green-
berg referred to was the 1973 Su-

preme Court decision in the case 
of Roe v. Wade, which legalized 
abortion in the United States. 
Black ribbons reading “40 no 
more” were provided by Arkansas 
Right to Life and worn by many 
of the 4,000 to 5,000 attendees of 
the March for Life to mourn the 
40th anniversary of the decision.

“In 1857, it was human slavery 
that was being given the sanction 
of law. Today it is the destruction 
of the most innocent, the most 
vulnerable among us – even be-
fore they have seen the light of 
day. Back then, slavery was called 

‘the peculiar institution.’ Today 
abortion is called ‘choice.’ Euphe-
mism remains the first refuge of 
those who do not want to look 
directly at what it is they do,” he 
told the crowd.

Greenberg, the longtime syndi-
cated columnist and editorial page 
editor of the Democrat-Gazette, has 
made a career out of observing im-
portant issues and debating them. 
In the 1960s, “the issue” was civil 
rights. Today Greenberg believes it 
is abortion.

SHERWOOD – Attendees to the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) 2013 State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church Growth 
Jan. 21-22 were challenged to “reach 
across Arkansas” by a number of 
speakers ranging from the president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
to a young Memphis evangelist.

The theme of the event, held at 
First Baptist Church, Sherwood, 
was Reaching Across Arkansas. Es-
timated conference attendance was 
well more than 1,000, as in previous 
years.

Speakers were Fred Luter, the 
first African-American president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention; 
David Burton, evangelism team 
leader for the Florida Baptist Con-
vention; Alabama evangelist Junior 

Hill; Ed Newton, a vocational evan-
gelist based in Memphis, Tenn.; 
Robert Smith, professor of Chris-
tian preaching at Beeson Divinity 
School in Birmingham, Ala.; Sammy 
Tippit, an international evangelist 
based in Louisiana; Bill Tolar, re-
tired distinguished professor of bib-
lical backgrounds at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and Emil Turn-
er, retired ABSC executive director.

Worship was led by Jeff Stotts, 
lead worship pastor for Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, and the 
Central Baptist Church worship 
team.

Following is a summary of 
speakers’ messages from the event. 
Complete messages, along with 
a photo gallery and audio, are 

posted at www.arkansasbaptist.
org/2013evangelismconference.

Fred Luter
Luter, senior pastor of Frank-

lin Avenue Baptist Church, New 

Orleans, La., based his message in 
Romans 1:16-17 and spoke on four 
aspects of the transforming power of 
the gospel, Jan. 22 during the clos-

See PASSION page 2

Follow Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
newsfeeds at www.twitter.com/
ArkBaptNews or “like” us at www.
facebook.com/ArkBaptNews. 
Additionally, the ABN offers text alerts 
of breaking news by simply texting 
ABN to 57711 from your phone.
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‘Faithful servant’ Charles Thompson dies at 93
LITTLE ROCK – Charles Aubrey 
Thompson, 93, of Little Rock, died 
Jan. 18. He was a World War II vet-
eran and a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist College (now Ouachita Bap-
tist University) and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Thompson pastored several 
churches in Arkansas, including El 
Paso Baptist Church, El Paso; Gravel 
Ridge Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, and First Baptist Church, 
Marvell. He also pastored churches 
in Louisiana and Mississippi. Dur-
ing his ministry, he was involved in 
Baptist pioneer mission work in Ari-
zona and California.

Gary Hollingsworth, senior pas-

tor of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, where Thompson at-
tended, said Thompson’s wife’s 
health was the main reason 
he left the pastorate. 

Even so, Thompson con-
tinued to minister to those 
around him.

“Charles loved minister-
ing to people,” Holling-
sworth said. “It was his life. 
Even though he has been on 
a walker for many years, … it 
never slowed him down.”

Thompson volunteered at Baptist 
Health Medical Center with more 
than 10,000 hours of service. He 
was a member of Baptist Health 

Little Rock Auxiliary. He started 
the Heart Resource Center at Bap-
tist Health Medical Center in honor 

of his wife of 62 years, Sara 
Kathern Traylor Thompson.   

As a member of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Thompson 
taught Sunday school for 
many years and started Sun-
day school classes in area 
nursing homes.

“He was known for taking 
one rose in a vase to people in 

the hospital, in nursing homes or on 
their birthdays,” said Hollingsworth. 
“I recently heard a story that he took 
one to someone in the hospital dur-
ing the recent snow and ice storm, 

and the water in the vase was frozen 
– it was that cold – but he was still 
out making hospital visits!”

Hollingsworth continued, “He is 
a perfect example of someone who 
lived his life to serve Jesus by serving 
people. He is one of the most faith-
ful servants of the Lord I’ve ever 
known.”

Thompson was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, three sisters 
and one great-grandson.

He is survived by two children, 
four grandchildren, four great-grand-
children and two siblings. 

Funeral services for Thompson 
were held at Immanuel Baptist Jan. 
22.

“Once in every generation an 
issue arises. … They call it a ‘wa-
tershed’ issue. Slavery was such an 
issue, civil rights were such issues 
and abortion is such an issue,” said 
Greenberg.

John Eaton and his family trav-
eled more than 100 miles from Mar-
shall to be a part of the march. He 
said he likes to do all he can to sup-
port the pro-life movement.

“Our freedoms are being taken 
away. If everyone who disagrees with 
abortion would step up, it would 
make a difference,” said Eaton.

While majority partisan affilia-
tions have swayed over time, Arkan-
sas has historically been one of the 
nation’s most conservative states 
and is located within its most con-
servative region, the South. A www.
surveyusa.com poll conducted dur-
ing the 2005 presidential election 
ranked Arkansas third out of the 
50 states in percentage of citizens in 
support of a pro-life stance, with 55 
percent favoring – only Louisiana 
and Utah had higher percentages.

“Since 1973, 100,000 legal abor-
tions have been performed in Ar-
kansas,” said Wayne Mays, president 
of Arkansas Right to Life.

In all, 55.5 mil-
lion abortions have 
been performed in 
the U.S. the past 40 
years, according to 
Arkansas Right to 
Life organization.

Rose Mimms, ex-
ecutive director of 
Arkansas Right to 
Life, ceremonially 
released balloons 
into the sky over 
the Capitol, signi-
fying the number 
of children lost to 
abortion since the 
Roe v. Wade deci-
sion. The number 
of legal abortions 
since 1973 is equal 
to the populations 
of Arkansas, Mis-
souri, Iowa, Wis-
consin, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Wyo-
ming and Montana combined, ac-

continued from page one
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‘Loved ministering to people’

up here and just find out what was 
going on,” said Christy, who along 
with others launched the Save the 
Passion Play campaign. 

“We raised $75,000 in the first 
10 days, which was enough to pay 
the interest on the notes that were 
due and stop the bank foreclosure,” 
he said. “Now we’re trying to raise 
$200,000 to underwrite the season. 
Then our long-range goal is to pay 
off the $2.5 million bank notes that 
are being held against the ‘Passion 
Play.’”

Additionally, the former eight-
member board of directors has been 
replaced by a three-person board led 
by Christy, who will act as the CEO. 

The only remaining member of the 
previous board is Keith Butler, who 
will serve as chairman. Butler previ-
ously served as chairman of the non-
profit foundation that operated the 
play.

Christy said 
the board has 
a new 20-point 
plan to revital-
ize “The Great 
Passion Play.”

“We have re-
structured the whole organization. 
We’re really focusing on volun-
teerism. Right now we are hooking 
up RVs for people that are retired 
and might want to come here and 
this would be their mission – to be a 
full-time volunteer with the ‘Passion 
Play’ in return for a place to hook up 
your RV and live,” he told the ABN.

“I believe that God wants the 

‘Passion Play’ to continue, and I 
really believe the ol’ devil doesn’t 
want anybody to see message live. 
In America, we’re really in a cultural 
war, and Christians have got to step 

up to the plate. I’m 
excited to see that 
happening here in 
Eureka Springs,” 
said Christy.

The play is now 
set to reopen the 
first weekend in 

May, with the 2013 season continu-
ing through October.

“We’re trying to pack the old am-
phitheater the first weekend in May, 
Friday and Saturday night for open-
ing weekend,” said Christy. “We’re 
offering tickets for about half price 
and I will say one of the changes that 
you’ll see is the restructuring of our 
ticket prices. It’s a whole lot more 

affordable now for a family to come 
to the ‘Passion Play.’”

Additionally, Christy said “total 
experience” tickets will give people 
access to other “Passion Play” attrac-
tions, such as the Holy Land tour, 
the Tabernacle, the Potter’s Wheel 
and David the Shepherd.

“A ticket this year for the total ex-
perience is good for two days,” he 
added. 

“Passion Play” leadership plans 
to step up efforts in marketing and 
advertising, said Christy, adding, 
“There’s a lot of people that have 
not been to the ‘Passion Play’ in a 
long time. ... It’s still the greatest 
time to bring a group and see the 
message of Jesus Christ live before 
their very eyes.”

More information about changes 
at the “Passion Play” are available at 
www.greatpassionplay.com.

continued from page one
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cording to organizers.
Rep. Andy Mayberry gave a leg-

islative update to those present, ref-
erencing Amendment 68 of the Ar-

kansas Constitution. 
“The policy of 

Arkansas is to pro-
tect the life of every 
unborn child from 
conception to birth 
to the extent permit-
ted by the federal 
Constitution,” read 
Mayberry.

“There will always 
be those that choose 
to kill and destroy. 
And that said, I will 
work tirelessly with 
my pro-life colleagues 
in the House and the 
Senate and others 
in the pro-life move-
ment to develop, 
sponsor, advocate 
and vote for legisla-
tion that will limit, 
reduce and, by the 

grace of God, hopefully one day 
eliminate abortion,” he added.

Mayberry gave an update on three 
bills endorsed by Arkansas Right to 
Life. The bills are being brought 

before the 89th Arkansas General 
Assembly, which is currently in ses-
sion. The first would prevent a tax-
payer subsidy for abortion through 
state exchanges; the second would 
prevent webcam abortions, and the 
third would enact a ban on abor-
tions past the point of 20 weeks – 
the point which Mayberry said has 
been scientifically identified as the 
time in which the child is able to feel 
pain “to the same degree if not more 
so than you or I do.”

“We talked about the abolition-
ists. Here’s the thing. There were a 
lot of folks back in that time who 
believed that slavery was wrong and 
they wouldn’t own slaves them-
selves,” said Mayberry, “but they cer-
tainly weren’t going to tell someone 
else what they could do. And if our 
whole country were made up of peo-
ple who had that sit-on-their-hands 
kind of attitude, we would still have 
slavery today.

“You don’t have that attitude, we 
don’t have that attitude and we are 
going to do what we can.”

The program concluded with a 
prayer and the singing of the “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

Thompson

John Eaton bows his head in prayer dur-
ing the  March for Life program. Eaton 
and his family drove more than 100 
miles from Marshall to attend the event.

Listen to an interview 
with Randall Christy at 
www.arkansasbaptist.
org/podcast.
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Digest

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Arkansas Senate OKs 
guns in churches bill 
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Senate passed a bill Jan. 28 that 
would end the ban on concealed 
handguns in churches, the Ar-
kansas Democrat-Gazette reported. 
Senate Bill 71, sponsored by Sen. 
Bryan King, R-Green Forest, al-
lows churches to decide whether 
to allow concealed handguns on 
their property. Democratic Sen. 
Linda Chesterfield was among 
a number of senators voting 
against the bill, according to the 
Democrat-Gazette. Chesterfield, 
D-Little Rock, said the bill “flies 
in the face” of what she believes 
about nonviolence and church. 
“My Lord’s house is a house of 
prayer, not one of guns,” the 
Democrat-Gazette quoted Ches-
terfield as saying. Similar bills 
to allow concealed handgun per-
mit holders to carry in church-
es have failed in recent years.

SBC’s Frank Page asks
Boy Scouts to keep ban
NASHVILLE (BP) – Southern 
Baptist leader Frank Page took 
part in a conference call Jan. 28 
with Boy Scout leaders and urged 
the organization not to change 
its policy on homosexuality, days 
ahead of a vote on the proposal 
that has led to significant push-
back from the Scouts’ base of 
support. Boy Scout leaders said 
they are facing pressure – both 
internally and externally – to 
change the policy, which pro-
hibits open homosexuals from 
leadership positions. Page told 
them that pressure should never 
trump principle, and he added 
that he could no longer laud the 
Scouts for standing on principle. 

Iranian-born pastor
sentenced to 8 years
TEHRAN, Iran (BP) – Abedini, 
32,  an Iranian-born pastor who 
is a naturalized U.S. citizen, was 
sentenced to eight years in a no-
toriously harsh Iranian prison 
Jan. 27 for “threatening the na-
tional security of Iran” by plant-
ing Christian house churches. 
Reports indicate the sentence 
came as somewhat of a shock to 
the pastor’s supporters after Ira-
nian authorities had indicated 
he would be released. Abedini 
was in Iran last summer to fin-
ish building an orphanage when 
members of the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guard took him away in 
a bus to prison. He has been held 
captive and reportedly beaten 
and tortured.

LITTLE ROCK – Jeffrey W. Steed, 
vice president of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation since 2002, has re-
signed to accept the position of 
senior director of gift planning 
at the University of Texas at 
Arlington (UTA). Steed, who 
earned an MBA at UTA, will 
direct the planned giving office 
for the UTA system.

“Jeff  has been an invaluable 
resource for me personally and 
for the Foundation over the past 10 
and a half years,” said David Moore, 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation presi-

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Park 
Hill Baptist Church recently host-
ed the Internet safety seminar Sex, 
Kids and the Internet with presenter 
Buddy Knight, director of Knight’s 
Quest Ministries based in Texas.

The seminar was attended by 
about 50 people, said Garrick Con-
ner, discipleship pastor at Park Hill.

The seminar was designed to 
equip parents to better monitor 
their children’s online activities and 
to help them understand the poten-
tial dangers that lurk a click away. 

“Technology plays such a huge 
role in our lives, and parents have 
trouble keeping up with it – let 
alone understanding it,” Conner 
said. “We want our parents to be 
aware of the vast potential for prob-
lems that comes with technology, 
particularly legal and privacy issues. 
We also want to point them to re-
sources to help them raise godly chil-
dren in an ungodly culture.”

Knight walked parents through 
his workbook titled “Sex, Kids, & 
the Internet” and addressed a num-
ber of topics, including the threat 
that exists to their children; the 
avenues through which children 
can access porn, including iPads, 
Nintendo Wii, PlayStation 3 and 
others; the ways in which online ac-
tivities can hurt future scholarships 
and employment; how to set rules 
and boundaries in the household; 
what to do if one’s child does have 
a problem with pornography, and 
practical ways to search computers 
for pornography.

“You can’t defend against a threat 
you don’t know about or under-
stand, and …  I want them (parents) 
to be educated on what the threat is 
and then equipped on how to deal 
with it and how to approach the 
changes that’ll happen after tonight 
– it’s a moving target,” Knight said 
in an interview prior to the seminar. 

He explained that the average age 
of children when they are first ex-
posed to pornography is 11.

Conner said what stood out to 
him about Knight’s message was the 
need for parents to be “proactive 
and intentional” in regards to help-

Internet safety seminar held in NLR

Steed

Steed resigns ABF to take Texas post
dent. “He has lifted many burdens 
off my work schedule and has been a 
great leader and servant here. He will 

be greatly missed by all of us.”
In the years Steed has been 

at the Foundation, assets have 
grown from $120 million 
to $197 million. In his role, 
Steed was involved in invest-
ments, estate administration, 
insurance issues and real estate 
sales, as well as in several other 

areas.
“In our work,” Steed said, “you 

have to be multitasked and able to 

work in many areas. In the morn-
ing, I may be involved in purchasing 
several million dollars of assets. In 
the afternoon, I may be helping to 
clean out a house for someone who 
died. There is never a dull moment 
around here.”

Steed is a native of Texarkana, 
Texas. His wife, Shana, is from the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

“It will be nice for us to be closer 
to our family, especially as they age 
and face various issues,” said Steed, 
whose last day at the Foundation is 
Feb. 22.

ing their children use technology ap-
propriately. 

“Just one slipup, like a sugges-
tive tweet or risqué photo, can fol-
low that person a lifetime, seriously 
damaging one’s reputation, includ-
ing his or her ability to get scholar-
ships, jobs and positions of leader-
ship,” said Conner.

“Our hope is that participants 
walked away from the seminar with 
a greater awareness of the issues re-
lated to technology, as well as an ap-
preciation for the many tools and 
tips that can help them be more ef-
fective Christian parents,” he said.

Keith and Melissa West, who are 
members of Park Hill, said the semi-
nar was “very practical and an infor-
mative way for parents to raise their 
children in this Internet age,” add-
ing, “It helped us understand the 
dangers that are on the Internet.”

Conner said he thinks “most 
churches are missing the mark when 
it comes to educating, equipping 
and discipling today’s parents.”

“We, as church leaders, must step 
up to the plate and help our families 
tackle tough issues. We can’t just tell 
our kids to live holy lives and hope 
it all works out,” he said. “We must 
boldly come alongside parents and 
be a strong voice on matters related 
to sexuality and technology, with 

Buddy Knight of Knight’s Quest Ministries.

focus on practical application of 
God’s timeless Word.”

“We need to realize that technol-
ogy is neither good nor bad. But like 
anything else, it can be used as a tool 
for evil. The battle we’re fighting is a 
spiritual one, and Buddy helped us 
discover some key components of a 
winning strategy,” he said.

Knight, who travels nationwide, 
also spoke at Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, Jan. 26. 

More information can be found 
at www.knightsquest.org or blog.
knightsquest.org. 

Stolz joins Williams Baptist PR office

Stolz

WALNUT RIDGE – Grace Stolz 
has been named to the new position 
of coordinator of public relations 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC). 

Stolz, a 2012 Williams grad-
uate, recently began work han-
dling a variety of publicity and 
marketing tasks for the college.

“Grace is a great writer and 
natural communicator, and 
we are very pleased to have her 
using those skills to tell the 
story of Williams Baptist College,” 
said Brett Cooper, vice president for 
institutional advancement at Wil-
liams. 

“She also believes passionately in 
the mission of WBC, giving her an 
ideal perspective for this job.” 

Cooper said the new public rela-

tions coordinator will work in sev-
eral areas of communication at Wi l-
liams, including news releases, the 

Williams Baptist website and 
social media and the layout 
and design of college publica-
tions.

Stolz previously served as 
assistant to the campus minis-
tries director at Williams.

She is a native of Yellville 
and a graduate of Yellville-
Summit High School. 

Stolz is the daughter of Danny 
and Jimmie Sue Gilley of Yellville 
and is married to Shane Stolz, who 
is sports information director and 
head coach of men’s and women’s 
soccer at Williams.

Williams is a four-year, liberal arts 
college in Walnut Ridge.
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The Lord has blessed me in so 
many ways in my life that I 

sometimes have difficulty counting 
them all.

I think of my family and the 
godly parents who raised me, of my 
grandfather – and my best friend – 
who taught me to respect life and 
thank the “Good Lord” often for 
His blessings.

There are my children whom 
I adore and my 
call to ministry 
and the kingdom-
impacting work 
He has allowed 
me to do the past 
23 years.

Then there’s my 
wonderful wife. 

There was a 
time in my life when I did not be-
lieve I would get married because I 
could not find anyone who shared 
my same values and goals in life.

That all changed when I met 
Pamm.

We were not high school sweet-
hearts, but rather we met in a 
singles class at church following col-
lege after both of us had established 

Celebrate your marriage this Valentine’s Day
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

careers – and were both in our mid-
20s.

While I did not understand what 
was happening all those years when 
I just could not seem to find the 
right girl, God did.

I know now I had to wait to find 
Pamm because God had to take 
care of a few things in my life before 
providing me with a life-long soul-
mate.

Valentine’s 
Day is extra 
special for us as 
a couple – not 
because it is a 
reminder of 
the love that 
we share, but 
because we were 
married shortly 

before the holiday on Feb. 8 in 
1986.

I recall the day well. Pamm was a 
beautiful bride and the heat at First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, was 
out on that very cold and blustery 
day.

We didn’t seem to mind there 
was no heat in the sanctuary, but 
I’m certain our guests sure did.

Following our vows and recep-
tion, we set off to Eureka Springs 
for our honeymoon as snow started 
to fall. By the time we made it to 
the Dairy Hollow House bed and 
breakfast, the snow was piling up 
and the roads were near impassable. 
We didn’t mind at all when we were 
snowed in for nearly a week in the 

Ozark Mountains.
If you are married, take time this 

Valentine’s Day and thank God for 
your spouse and for the wonderful 
union He gave you.

After all, your marriage is just a 
glimpse into the wonderful rela-
tionship of Jesus Christ and His 
Church.

Prayers from the Pews
By Teri Lynne Underwood, CreateSpace Independent Publishing, 2012

J ada Swanson, a friend and 
fellow pastor’s wife in Wash-

ington State, introduced me 
to the book “Prayers from the 
Pews” by Teri Lynne Underwood. 
After reading it, I have figured 
out what is 
wrong with 
church – it’s 
me, and not 
only me, but 
all of us who 
call ourselves 
Christians and 
neglect the 
God-given gift 
of prayer.  

If I didn’t know better, I’d 
think Teri Lynne Underwood has 
been hiding in my closet, peeping 
out from under my bed, watching 
and listening to the thoughts of 
my heart. This book is amazing 
in speaking the things that have 
been on my heart a long time 
about church, how we do church 

and why we do church. 
The book challenges you to get 

honest with yourself and with 
God about what is wrong with our 
churches today. This book points 
out the fact that too many of 

us are talk-
ing more 
than pray-
ing, sitting 
in pews 
more than 
kneeling, 
worship-
ping our-
selves more 

than worshipping God.
I believe every person who 

calls himself a Christian 
needs to read this book and 
then put into action the call of 
revival and prayer. Every church 
needs to use this book for a Bible 
study class. If I could afford to buy 
this book in bulk to hand out to 
everyone I know – I would.  

My copy will soon be dog-
eared, highlighted, written-in and 
worn-out from using it. It has 
discussion questions and a read-
ing plan for the Book of Acts. My 

favorite chapter 
was Chapter 3 
– “The Weakest 
Link.” She had 
to be peering 
into my heart 
and soul because 
she has me 
nailed in that 
chapter. At times 
I am indeed the 
weakest link in 
my church.  

My family and 
I are planning to 

use it as a family Bible study and 
Bible reading. I challenge you 
to do the same, but be warned, 
fellow readers – get this book, but 
you will need steel-toed boots, as 
well as full body armor.

BOOK REVIEW
Valerie Inman

 Diaz Baptist Church
Newport

Cowboy churches
I would like to thank the 

Arkansas Baptist News (“Cowboy 
church reaches Western cul-
ture,” ABN Nov. 20, 2012) for 
informing us about how God 
is using the cowboy church 
to bring people to the saving 
knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 
We were 
blessed to 
see our youngest granddaugh-
ter baptized at Mountain Top 
Cowboy Church in Heber 
Springs. I am so thankful that 
God cannot be placed in a box 
and tied up with a pretty bow. 
He meets us where we are and 
in every situation. He can be 
served in a sale barn or a beau-
tiful building. 

“For where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, 
there I am in their midst” 
(Matt.18:20).

Keep up the good work.

Sandra Starkey 
Conway

LETTER

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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The third week in January was an interesting week. 
I had both a birthday and my sixth anniversary at 

First Baptist Church, Cabot. My oldest child had also 
turned 21 just a couple weeks earlier. The significance 
of these milestones passing so 
close together took me by sur-
prise. It was one of those “aha 
moments” we all have. The 
inexorable march of time means 
every time we pause and look up 
from the activities that consume 
our daily schedules, more time 
has passed by than we realize. 
That is why each day seems so 
long but time seems to pass by 
so quickly. 

Ephesians 5 tells us to walk wisely and redeem the 
time allotted to us “because the days are evil.” In other 
words, 48 of my allotted years are gone. The 21 years 
I had to parent my daughter as a dependent are gone. 
My first five-year plan at First Baptist is long over, and 
20 percent of my second one is gone. The days are evil. 
Time’s inexorable march has moved past these stages. 
They are completed regardless of whether I completed 
my responsibilities. 

That is why NOW is so important. NOW is the only 
time we can count on to do the things that must be 
done. That is why Ephesians 5 challenges us to “re-
deem” wisely our time. It is lost if not used for God’s 
purposes. NOW must be understood as valuable. This 
may be the only day I have in which to witness to that 
friend. If I do not make a commitment for my church 

to join that particular church plant, then when will I? 
If First Baptist gets started on a mission project today 
instead of tomorrow, how many more will we join in 
future years because we began this one today? A wise 

mentor asked me once, “When we get 
to heaven, will we really wish we had 
done less for Jesus with the time we were 
given?”

The Bible teaches us much about 
time. Ecclesiastes tells us there is time 
for every purpose. I have enough time 
to make evangelism a priority. There is 
time NOW to make a prayer list of lost 
friends. There is time NOW to sched-
ule a “Friend Day” at First Baptist. If I 

schedule it NOW for this spring, then I will have time 
to schedule another for fall. James tells us we are “ar-
rogant” to boast what we can do tomorrow because “life 
is a vapor.” We are told that the failure to do what is 
right in light of that truth is sin. Waiting till tomorrow 
means losing another evil day. Waiting till tomorrow 
means we may not have the chance tomorrow to make 
that commitment. Failing to share the gospel because 
we waited is sin. 

Time is still marching inexorably forward. The ques-
tion is, Will we redeem NOW? Making a commitment 
NOW is how the gospel moves forward in its own 
march. Make a commitment today. Call your church 
leader today. Do not miss what God has for you and 
your church NOW.    

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

‘NOW’ is what is importantBaptists Ask
I don’t know what to say to 
loved ones at funerals

A family friend recently died. 
When I attended the visita-

tion and funeral, I couldn’t find 
the right words to say to his loved 
ones. What could I have done dif-
ferently?

Funerals are difficult for ev-
eryone. Not only is it difficult 
for the family of the deceased, 
but it is also hard for everyone 
who attends. 

The 
funeral 
visitation is 
also a dif-
ficult time. 
Although 
each per-
son wants 
to express 
sympathy 
to the family, it can be awk-
ward to find the right words 
to say. Often it sounds cliché 
or phony: “It’s for the best;” 
“It’s just one of those things,” 
or “He’s in a better place.” Be-
cause guests are afraid they will 
speak incorrectly, it can be a 
stressful experience. 

When attending a funeral or 
visitation, try to remember four 
things. 

First, everyone there is 
grieving. Quietly and publicly 
expressing your own grief is an 
important way to help yourself 
and others. 

Second, realize that the be-
reaved will remember little that 
you say at the funeral.  Instead, 
they will remember your pres-
ence. Letting them know you 
came is enough. 

Third, sign the guest book if 
one is available. The family may 
not have seen you, or they may 
have forgotten you were there. 
However, they will eventually 
read through the book, and 
your name will provide them 
much comfort. 

Fourth, minister to the fam-
ily after the funeral. Americans 
think that bereavement only 
lasts about two weeks when, in 
fact, it usually takes at least a 
calendar year. 

When Job went through his 
terrible trials, his three friends 
came to comfort him. 

The best thing they ever did 
for him was to sit down with 
him in silence and grieve for 
seven days. It was only when 
they opened their mouths that 
they ceased to be helpful. It’s 
good advice from which we all 
can learn.

Ken Gore is chair of the Wil-
liams Baptist College department 
of Christian studies. If you have a 
question for “Baptists Ask,” email 
it to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gore

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

Morals, babies, barbecue, marriage, friends
M y wife, Gaye, and I were having a conversation 

with a 26-year-old successful entrepreneurial 
couple over barbecue, discussing morals, marriage 
and parenting responsibilities. 

“What is it with these young couples today?” the 
young woman lamented. “Why don’t they have the 
sense to just live together for a year or so before they 
decide to have kids or get married? It just doesn’t 
make sense!” 

Her husband, who had grown up going to church 
but had not attended since high school, looked em-
barrassed as his gaze jumped back and forth between 
my wife and me. 

“Now honey,” he said, placing 
his hand on hers, “The Bible 
teaches that a couple should 
be married before they live to-
gether.”

“Well, that doesn’t make 
sense,” she quipped. “How do 
they even know if they are really 
compatible? They could poten-
tially bring kids into a messed 
up, dysfunctional home. I’m not sure Jesus was ever 
even married – so I would imagine He never really 
weighed in on the matter.”

This incredibly lovely young couple are successful, 
intelligent, upstanding and very moral – yes, moral – 
but not Christian. They are good citizens who have a 
deep concern for the moral decline and lack of good 
choices they observe among those in their own gen-
eration. 

Most church folks would conclude that the young 
man is at best a “backslider” and the young lady is a 
“heathen.” The young lady’s moral code is certainly 
not based on the Bible, but rather on her own eclec-
tic pragmatism, which is no doubt determined by life 
experiences and fueled by a deep conviction. 

The young man knows from his childhood some 
of what the Bible teaches but does not necessarily live 
by its principles. 

Their belief system is not at all uncommon. Nei-
ther is it seen by most of society as “wrong,” “radi-

cal,” “extreme” or “unconventional.” It is actually 
seen by most as morally responsible. Most of North 
America is two generations removed from a tradi-
tional Judeo-Christian worldview. Meaning, North 
American society as a whole does not get moral guid-
ance from the Bible (and has not for more than 40 
years), but rather through life experiences and ideas 
collected and pieced together from various ideologies 
around the globe. 

Had I begun scolding, correcting and lecturing the 
young lady, she would have likely concluded that I 
was mean, narrow-minded and impolite. The conver-
sation would have ended, and the topic would likely 

have never again been discussed. Yet, 
it would have been wrong to just agree 
with or affirm her position. 

So, what did we do? (1) We listened 
and affirmed good reasoning and 
strong logical arguments. (2) We si-
lently prayed for wisdom throughout 
the conversation. (3) We affirmed the 
husband’s recall of what the Scrip-
tures teach and biblically referenced 

(book, chapter, verse) his thoughts. (4) We never let 
the discussion get personal, but stuck to the issues. 
(5) We kept a casual, conversational, fun attitude 
(never flippant, but lighthearted and honest).

So, what was the outcome? We made friends, 
earned credibility, demonstrated that Christians are 
not necessarily mean and judgmental and earned the 
privilege of ongoing spiritual conversations. She is 
not a believer – yet. But the Holy Spirit is doing His 
thing; and we continue loving, listening, learning 
and living out our faith. 

It is fun to watch the light of the Holy Spirit illumi-
nate God’s Word hidden deep within his heart from 
childhood and to watch God’s Word spark new “aha 
moments” in her mind. I can’t wait to see what God 
is going to do through this amazing couple when 
they get saved!

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-cul-
tural communication strategist serving as president of Tom 
Cox World Ministries (TCWM), based in Mountainburg.

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey
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ing session of the 
conference.

Referencing the 
first part of Ro-
mans 1:16, Luter 
said the gospel is 
personal. Secondly, 
he said the second 
part of the verse 
points to the power of the gospel. 
Thirdly, the end of the verse shows 
the gospel is practical, meaning any-
one from any background can ac-
cept Christ. Finally, he said verse 17 
shows that the gospel is persistent. 

Luter addressed the audience, 
asking, If God changed audience 
members, then why couldn’t He 
change the culture? 

He said there are a lot of things 
he is ashamed of – such as the preva-
lence of racism and the number of 
abortions and drive by shootings, 
among other things – but there is 
something he isn’t ashamed of – the 
gospel of Christ.

Ed newton
“Revival is not rocket science; it’s 

God’s people being obedient to His 
commands,” Newton told attendees.

Newton, who shared that he had 
grown up in poverty as the son of 
two deaf parents, was radically saved 
in high school before deciding to 
enter the ministry full-time. 

A self-proclaimed “expository 
preacher,” much of Newton’s mes-
sage came from Chapter 1 and 

Chapter 2 of the Book 
of Haggai, and he ad-
dressed topics such 
as persecution, wor-
ship, obedience and 
the state of today’s 
churches and Chris-
tians.

Newton said many 
churches must deal 

with the style of their worship ser-
vices today. He said many believ-
ers’ issues with music styles or their 
generational differences have less to 
do with a need to defend truth and 
more to do with a lack of humility 
and a surplus of pride and disobedi-
ence.

“The one reason you and I were 
created is to worship,” said Newton. 
“Worship is not the problem; it’s 
the object of our worship that is the 
problem.”

Newton said many believers put 
their own agendas before that of 
God. 

Robert smith
Preaching from 

Joshua 1:1-9 and 
other passages, Smith 
encouraged leaders to 
“be strong and coura-
geous” as they seek to 
share the gospel. 

Prior to delivering 
his message, Smith thanked the con-
vention for inviting him to be a part 
of the state evangelism conference.

“What a privilege it is to be a 
child of God, to know that you have 
been born twice and you only have 
to die once,” he said.

“I want to talk about the God 
of the ‘I was’ and that ‘I will be,’” 
Smith began.

He explained leaders sometimes 
put a comma or period in their min-
istry where God intends to put a 
semicolon. 

Such was the case in the death of 
Moses – as with many leaders such 
as Abraham Lincoln, John F. Ken-
nedy and Martin Luther King Jr. – 
people were perplexed and searching 
for answers. Smith said the Israel-
ites were concerned with who would 
lead them.

“When one throne is vacant, God 
is always on His throne,” he said, 
adding, “God buries His workers, 
but not His work.” 

David Burton
Burton spoke on Matthew 5:13-

16, encouraging audience members 
to be salt and light.

Reminding those in attendance 
that no one is promised tomorrow, 
Burton spoke of the “need to be 
ready.”

“And we need to 
make sure that every 
day we have served 
the King of kings and 
Lord of lords to the 
very best of our abil-
ity,” Burton said, add-
ing, “And a part of an 
evangelism conference 
... is where we come and get our cups 
filled so we’re winning and reaching 
a dark, lost, dying generation and 
world. And we live in a very dark, 
dark society, and it’s getting darker 
every day.”

Burton urged those in attendance 
to “turn on the light” and “pour on 
the salt.”

He said Christians are salt 
and light because they have been 
changed, as described in 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17. Referencing 2 Corinthians 
4:3-4, he spoke of the need to take 
the light to the lost world.

Burton pointed out that while sin 
cannot extinguish one’s light, it can 
cover it up. He pointed to 1 John 
1:9 (KJV), which says, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 

Bill Tolar
Tolar spoke on what he deems 

the greatest sentence he has ever 
read – John 3:16.

He explained that while he was 
teaching at Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas, he would ask students 
what they would consider to be the 
greatest sentence they had ever read. 
He received answers ranging from 
sentences in the Gettysburg Address 
to sentences from Shakespeare’s 
plays.

However, Tolar shared that, to 
him, the greatest sentence he has 
ever read is John 3:16.

Not being raised in a Christian 
household, it was a teacher who 
challenged him and fellow students 

to read through the 
Bible as young teen-
agers.

“I had no idea 
that I would read a 
sentence that would 
totally change my 
life,” he said.

But then he read John 3:16.
He pointed to how the verse deals 

with theology, anthropology and es-
chatology.

Emil Turner
“I preached at this conference 

for the first time in 1996. It must 
have been sufficient because this is 
the second time I’ve preached at the 
conference,” Turner told attendees 
to laughs and applause during a 
lighthearted start to his message.

He preached from Romans 5.
“I am preaching a message to 

evangelists, not an 
evangelistic message. 
Romans 5:8 says it 
all,” said Turner.

A lot of people 
die for causes but 
only Christ died 
to bring salvation, 
said Turner, adding, 
“I have an enormous amount of re-
spect for Lottie Moon – don’t get 
me wrong, but (even) Lottie Moon 
died for a cause. Jesus didn’t die for 
a cause. Jesus died for you!”

“If there is a sin of our age, it is 
that we have lost the mystery of the 
gospel. You must rekindle that mys-
tery to your congregations. The mys-

tery of our gospel is overwhelming, 
and it calls for the deepest humility,” 
said Turner.

“Jesus didn’t die for you because 
you had great potential; He died for 
you because you would have busted 
hell wide open if He didn’t!”

Junior Hill
Preaching from Luke 8:5-15 

about the “parable of the sower,” 
Hill reminded attendees of the time-
less truths contained in the passage 
of Scripture.

Pointing to the “seed” – or the 
Word of God – as 
being the central 
theme, Hill said the 
passage includes an 
important message 
about the sower – 
the person sharing 
the gospel – and the 
soils – the people re-
ceiving the gospel.

While those aspects of the passage 
are easily identified, Hill pointed 
to a lesser, but important, message 
from the Scripture: Satan’s strategy 
to take the seed from the hand of 
the sower.

“A man is sowing, and the devil is 
watching. The devil immediately has 
to do all that he can to get rid of that 
seed,” said Hill.

“Satan is always trying to get the 
seed out of the messenger’s hand,” 
he said.

Hill asked, “How is the devil 
going to take the seed out of your 
hand? How is the devil going to keep 

Luter

Newton

Smith

Burton

Tolar

Hill

Turner
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you from sowing that seed?” 
He said the devil uses five ways 

to attempt to remove the seed from 
one’s hand – through intimidation, 
observation, evaluation, alteration 
and germination.

Sammy Tippit
Tippit, who has led revivals in 

the United States, as well as in many 
parts of the world – including com-
munist countries – told attendees, 
“Those who live godly lives will suf-
fer persecution.” 

Tippit also led a preconference 
prayer meeting (see related story at 
right).

He recounted the start of his own 
ministry in communist countries 
and in war zones, saying that most of 
his ministry has been 
among people who 
have suffered persecu-
tion.

Tippit reminded 
those present there is 
a correlation between 
“revival evangelism 
and suffering.”

“If we are going to see revival, 
there will be suffering,” he said. 
“There is a cost to following Jesus 
Christ. In America, we have become 
very comfortable.”

“The darkness is not going to give 
up easily.”

View photos from the 2013 evange-
lism conference on Page 8.

from diverse walks of life. He said 
Jesus didn’t go to the universities 
or the great cities, but rather “Jesus 
chose common, ordinary men, ... 
and they would turn the world up-
side down through prayer." 

"I am convinced no evangelist is 
going to win the world to Christ; ... 
it's going to be the Body of Christ."

Tippit said, “One of the problems 
we have today is that we can't get 

Tippit

‘Prayer must be the priority of the church’ 
SHERWOOD – Prayer is the most 
important thing we can do in our 
churches, Sammy Tippit, evange-
list and author, told attendees at a 
conference on prayer prior to the 
start of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention 2013 State Confer-
ence on Evangelism and Church 
Growth at First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood.

"We can do all kinds of things, 
but when God does something, 
it's altogether different," Tippit 
said of the importance of prayer 
in the church, adding, “The only 
thing that will dispel the darkness 
in our country is Jesus Christ. We 
need to learn how to pray for our 
families.” 

Tippit recounted the work of 
the early church, pointing to the 
work of the gospel being birthed 
in a prayer meeting.

“Throughout Acts, the church 
is in a prayer meeting,” he said. 
“There is a pattern of prayer all 
throughout the history of the 
church.”

“‘Pray and proclaim’ was the 
pattern of the early church,” said 
Tippit. He told attendees to look 
at the people Jesus chose, such as 
fishermen, businessmen and those 

our people outside the walls of the 
church.” 

Communion with God 
through prayer results in procla-
mation of the gospel, said Tippit.

"The greatest times of har-
vest through the history of the 
church were preceded by great 
prayer movements," he said, add-

Tippit leads prayer conference:

Evangelist Sammy Tippit prays following his presentation on prayer held prior to the 2013 State 
Conference on Evangelism and Church Growth at First Baptist Church, Sherwood, Jan. 21.

See PRAYER page 8
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ing, “The greatest thing we can do 
as evangelists is to call people to 
prayer.” 

Tippit said one of the most im-
portant aspects to prayer is find-
ing “a place and time to meet with 
God.”

“We need to teach our people 

they need a time and a place where 
they can go to meet with God,” he 
said. “There's a accumulative effect 
when you meet with God every day.” 

In addition, Tippit said attendees 
should learn to “worship and praise 
God” in their prayer time.

"God will touch the people clos-
est to you when you begin to see His 
face,” he said. 

Video and audio of Tippit’s pre-
sentation are posted at www.absc.
org/ministries/p-ministry.

Audio-video recordings available
Audio and video recordings from the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion 2013 State Conference on Evangelism and Church Growth are 
available for purchase from MasterSound Media. For more informa-
tion go to www.mastersoundmedia.com.

Evangelism Conference scenes

Above, attendees at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 2013 State Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth pray during one of the services. Clockwise from top, Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, praise team members lead worship. David Burton of the Florida Baptist Convention 
challenges attendees to be “salt” and “light.” Right, attendees worship during a service. Below right, 
women fellowship during the Ministers’  Wives Fellowship. Below left, one of the many exhibits 
set up for the conference. Below center, a couple reads from a Bible. Photos by Caleb Yarbrough and 
Jessica Vanderpool
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Church life
Glendale Baptist Church, Boon-

eville, will host a Wild Game Ban-
quet Feb. 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. The 
banquet will include guest speaker 
Brad Curtis, pastor of Moun-
tain Top Cowboy Church, Heber 
Springs. For reservation informa-
tion, call 479-675-2842. 

The Church at North Hills, a 
new church plant in North Little 
Rock, will send Dwain Prosser, pas-
tor of evangelism, to the Philippines 
to teach Evangelism Explosion and 
Share Your Faith workshops to pas-
tors and leaders. He will also be 
preaching and visiting villages.

The Agape Mission, a ministry 

On the move
David Tucker is serving as pas-

tor of North Main Baptist Church, 
Sheridan.

Marshall Lum is serving as pastor 
of Midway Baptist Church, Midway, 
coming there from Midway Baptist 
Church in Carthage, Miss., where 
he served as pastor.

Ken Thornton is serving as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff. Thornton has previously 
served as pastor in Louisiana and 
Tennessee and as an active duty Air 
Force military chaplain serving in 
Alaska, Texas, Oklahoma and Flori-
da. His active duty includes serving 
in Kuwait and Afghanistan.

Communications command unit has new home
THE NORTH PULASKI Baptist Association’s 
Communications Command Unit was recently 
transferred from North Pulaski Baptist Association 
to Faulkner Baptist Association.

Due to life changes of some of the North Pulaski 
Baptist Association team members, the association 
felt it would be advantageous for another associa-
tion to man and maintain the unit, said Gerald 
Nash, Faulkner Baptist Association disaster relief 
coordinator and chaplain. 

Larry White, associational missionary for 
Faulkner Baptist Association, offered to take the 
unit.  

Jerry Gay, associational missionary for North 
Pulaski Baptist Association, shared with the group 

about some of the life changes some members of 
the team were going through and about the joys of 
serving in disaster relief. 

“The Lord called us into the disaster relief 
ministry, and it has been a joy,” explained Gay, 
who will continue to serve in disaster relief and be 
an adviser for the Faulkner Baptist Association 
team.

Nash said all ham radio operators from North 
Pulaski Baptist Association would continue to 
serve on the unit alongside the ham radio opera-
tors from Faulkner Baptist Association. 

He said there are plans to upgrade the equip-
ment and train more disaster relief volunteers to 
serve on the unit.

McCord named new Calvary AM
SEARCY – David McCord, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, 
Mena, for the past 11 
and a half years, has been 
named associational mis-
sionary of Calvary Baptist 
Association in Searcy.

McCord, 55, will begin 
his new role Feb. 11. Paul 
Reams, who served on the 
search committee, said all 
agreed McCord was the 
man for the job. 

“He had a missions heart 
and a love for disaster relief, and 
that is what we were looking for,” 
said Reams.

When asked about his plans 
for the association, Mc-
Cord said, “My vision is 
for this association to be 
an Acts 1:8 association 
with churches working 
together cooperatively 
to accomplish reaching 
our Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and uttermost 
parts of the earth.”

“The association can 
be one of our greatest 

resources to do the work of 
missions and ministry. I am look-
ing forward to being a part of that 
work,” he said.

Jerry Gay (left), associational missionary for North Pulaski Baptist 
Association, and Gerald Nash, Faulkner Baptist Association disas-
ter relief coordinator and chaplain.

of Current-Gaines Baptist Associa-
tion, hosted 56 volunteers for De-
cember Food Day. The volunteers 
helped sort, box and wrap Christ-
mas gifts and food items for 312 
families representing 617 people.

Immanuel Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff, will host the first of eight 
planned events for 2013 on Feb. 17. 
The event, Loving God – Loving 
Others, will begin with an evening 
meal, followed by music guest The 
Kinsman Quartet.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church, 
Star City, donated $1,000 for an 
ultrasound machine for the Hope 
Women’s Resource Center. The do-
nation was presented to the ministry 
Jan. 27 during the Sunday services.

McCordFirst Baptist Church, White Hall, held a noteburning service Jan. 20. Bob Harper (right), former pastor 
of First Baptist and current associate pastor of Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, was the 
guest speaker. The original cost of the property when purchased in 2001 was $2.3 million. Additional 
property and vehicles were added to the debt over the years until final payoff was made in December 
2012. Through the continual giving of the congregation, First Baptist has already collected funds for 
building improvements on two campuses currently being used for ministries.

FBC, White Hall, noteburning
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‘Temptation’ men’s conf. 
March 1-2 in Pine Bluff
PINE BLUFF – Temptation: All 
Live on Temptation Island, a men’s 
conference led by Johnny Hunt, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Woodstock, Ga., and former 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, will be 
held March 1-2 at Watson 
Chapel Baptist Church, Pine 
Bluff. 

The conference is spon-
sored by Harmony Baptist As-
sociation and Watson Chapel Bap-
tist Church.

Hunt has led men’s conferences 
for more than 20 years, some of 
which exceeded 10,000 in atten-
dance, said Scott Morgan, a repre-

sentative of the conference.
“Few men are equipped with both 

dynamic teaching ability to large 
gatherings and personal, one-
to-one mentoring skills,” said 
Morgan, adding, “Hunt is as 
comfortable lounging, min-
gling and having personal con-
versations with the conference 
attendees between sessions as 
he is in effectively communi-

cating God’s Word to hundreds 
or even thousands of men during 
the teaching sessions. 

More information about the 
conference is available by contact-
ing Harmony Baptist Association at 
870-534-1021.

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Trinity Baptist Church on South Chicot Road 
(Pulaski Association) is receiving resumes for a bi-
vocational pastor. Resumes will be received 
until the end of February. Mail to Kevin Anderson 
at 15200 Terrace Drive, Mabelvale, AR 72103, or 
email to kevin_4656@yahoo.com. Phone: 501 
680-4656.

South Side Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is search-
ing for a full-time pastor. The average worship 
attendance is in the 80-100 range. We are prayer-
fully seeking the man that God has called to lead 
this body of believers. Resumes will be accepted 
through Feb. 24 and may be sent to 2400 Dodson 
Avenue, Fort Smith, AR 72901 or emailed to ssb-
cpastorsearch@yahoo.com.

Otter Creek First Baptist Church is seeking re-
sumes for a bi-vocational pastor. Resumes will 
be taken through the month of March 2013. Mail to 
Pastor Search Committee, 13000 Quail Run Drive, 
Little Rock, AR 72210, or email to ocfbcmembers@
gmail.com.

Three Creeks Baptist Church is currently accept-
ing resumes for the position of pastor. Semi-
nary degree is preferred. Please email resumes to 
threecreeksbaptistchurch@gmail.com or mail 
them to Pastor Search Committee, 8772 Haynes-
ville Hwy., Junction City, AR 71749.

Earle Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Resume to Pulpit Committee, Earle Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 666, Earle, AR 72331.

A bi-vocational pastor wanted: Salem 
Baptist Church, Hwy. 57 South, Stephens, AR. Send 
resume to John B. Moore, P.O. Box 295, Stephens, 
AR 71764. Email: histteacher12@gmail.com. 
Phone: 870-904-0757.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to: Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

Bi-vocational pastor needs for Burlington 
Baptist Church in Omaha. Send resumes c/o 2269 
Lone Oak Dairy Road, Harrison, AR 72601.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Seagraves, is accepting re-
sumes for full-time minister of music/edu-
cation. Main responsibility is to lead a blended 
worship service and choir. Education responsibility, 
work alongside Sunday school teachers. A par-
sonage is provided. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 7, Seagraves, Texas 79359 or email 
to fbcseagraves@valornet.com.

Hickory Creek Baptist Church, located on 
beautiful Beaver Lake in Lowell, is looking for a 
part-time music minister to lead our music 
program on Sunday mornings and evenings. This 
would be a great opportunity for a music or minis-
try student to gain some great experience. If inter-
ested, please contact our pastor, Steve McClain, at 
smccla@gmail.com or 479-841-0425. 

FBC, Sallisaw, Okla., is seeking a full-time di-

rector of family/outreach ministries. FMI, 
visit http://www.fbcsallisaw.org/. Please send 
resume to bzinck@fbcsallisaw.org or FBC, P.O. Box 
278, Sallisaw, OK 74955.

First Baptist Church, Cherokee Village, is seek-
ing a full-time associate pastor/youth 
minister. Please send resumes to 6 Iroquois Dr., 
Cherokee Village, AR 72529. Or email to fbccv@
centurytel.net.

Calvary, NLR, is seeking a part-time minis-
ter of music as well as a pianist. All those 
interested please call 501-945-4174. 

East Side Baptist Church of Fort Smith seeks a 
full-time children’s pastor (birth through 
6th grade) and a full-time worship pastor 
(blended music style). If interested, please contact 
the senior pastor at drew@eastsidebc.org.

Martindale Baptist Church in Little Rock is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please submit resumes via email to pastor.
mbc.lr@gmail.com or by U.S. mail to Pastor, 18900 
Colonel Glenn Road, Little Rock, AR 72210.

Russellville Baptist Church, Russellville, Mo., 
is seeking a bi-vocational music minister/
worship leader. Please send resume to Russell-
ville Baptist Church, P.O. Box 388, Russellville, MO 
65074 or email rbcpastor@embarqmail.com. 

Beech Street Baptist Church, Gurdon, is seeking 
a part-time student minister. Please send re-
sumes to BSBC Personnel Committee, P.O. Box 408, 
Gurdon, AR 71743.

Star City First Baptist Church is seeking a full-

time associate pastor of students and 
worship. Prayerfully send resume: First Baptist 
Church, Search Committee, P.O. Box 368, Star City, 
AR 71667 or email to detrimcghee@yahoo.com. 
Fax 870-628-4184.

FBC, Muskogee, is accepting resumes for a full-
time minister to students. Send resumes and 
inquiries to apastor@fbcmuskogee.org or by mail 
to Associate Pastor, Mark Hall, 111 S. 7th Street, 
Muskogee, OK 74401.

MISCELLANEOUS

T-211-1 Series HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

Church bus for sale. 1991 Blue Bird, 106,000 
miles, good condition, $9,000. Contact Lake Ham-
ilton Baptist Church in Hot Springs, 501-525-8339.

Do you need a church pianist? Try our 
piano CDs for churches to sing by! Hymns, Easter, 
choruses, etc. - Worship Service Resources, 1-877-
977-6800. Free demo! Special church pricing! 
www.wsrpianocds.com.

Sing, play trumpet and keyboard. Avail-
able for church events. 318-428-4664 or buzzda-
vis@hughes.net.

To place a classified ad, call 
Nelle O’Bryan at 501-376-

4791, ext. 5153.

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791 ext. 5155 or 

nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

ABN announces scholarship
LITTLE ROCK – A new scholarship 
designed to encourage students to 
pursue a career in Christian com-
munications has been announced 
by the Arkansas Baptist News.

“The ABN wants to do all it can 
to encourage students in Arkansas 
to pursue a career that forwards the 
cause of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through journalism, advertising 
or public relations,” said Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor.

“The idea was first presented to 
our board of directors last year, and 
they wholeheartedly endorsed it. 
Not only that, but also one of our 
board members provided the seed 
money to get the scholarship start-
ed,” Yarbrough added.

The scholarship is primarily being 
made available to Williams Baptist 
College and Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity students. The two colleges 
have agreed to provide matching 
funds for a scholarship to be award-
ed at each of the schools.

“We are looking for students who 
have a passion for Jesus Christ and 
have the desire to use their career – 
either through vocational ministry 
or in the secular marketplace – to 
further the cause of Christ,” said 
Yarbrough.

The scholarship is being admin-
istered through the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation. More information 
is available at www.arkansasbaptist.
org/scholarship.

Hunt

Read ABN classi� eds online @ www.arkansasbaptist.org/classi� eds 



COMMENTARY

Sam would not have been my first 
pick for a team member for our mis-
sion trip to Africa. So, when he told 
me he was going to have trouble rais-
ing the money, I was relieved. That 
was Sunday morning. Sunday night 
the leader of our singles group told 
me they had prayed 
about it and believed 
God wanted Sam to 
go and that they were 
going to pay his way. 

God had a purpose 
for Sam. We began 
working on his testimo-
ny and tweaked it into a 
model that worked as a 
gospel presentation. As 
we made the long jour-
ney to the mission field, 
Sam never complained. 
He endured the long 
flight, rough road and strange foods 
better than anyone on the team.

When we arrived at a village, 
we walked the paths on foot and 
stopped where people were gath-
ered to share Jesus Christ. We always 
drew a crowd and often saw dozens 
of decisions at each stop. 

The day came when we were 
standing near a group of men who 
were making bricks, and I knew it 

was time to ask Sam to share. 
He looked at me as if to say, “Are 

you sure?” 
I wasn’t sure, but everyone had 

to take a turn. We all prayed as Sam 
spoke. His slow speech became an 
asset as he waited for the translator 

at every phrase. When 
he got to the end, we in-
vited people to pray and 
then passed around a 
paper for people to sign 
if they had invited Jesus 
into their hearts. When 
the paper came back, 
there were more than 
two dozen names on it. 

God can equip any-
one to do whatever He 
wants to accomplish His 
mission. Jonah thought 
he was the wrong man 

for the job so strongly that he tried 
to run in the opposite direction, 
away from God’s call (Jonah 1:2-3). 
But God’s plan was greater than Jo-
nah’s prejudice. The wrong person 
in our eyes can be the right person 
in God’s eyes. But if we resist His 
call, He can surprise us like He did 
Jonah. God took Jonah the long way 
around to get him right where He 
wanted him.

Robin H. Cowin
pastor

First Baptist 
Gentry

A sports drink once had a catchy 
advertising campaign centered 
around professional basketball play-
er Michael Jordan. The jingle said, 
“Like Mike, I wanna be like Mike.” 
The idea of the campaign was if 
someone drank enough Gatorade, 
practiced similar skills 
and developed similar 
moves, they could be 
more “like Mike.” Yet 
there is only one Mi-
chael Jordan, and he 
has an abundance of 
God-given talent – tal-
ent that was developed 
under the tutelage 
of legendary coaches 
and through countless 
hours of practice.

As a basketball en-
thusiast who is near 
Jordan’s height, I enter-
tained visions in my younger days of 
being “like Mike.” But similar ath-
letic talent was left out of my DNA 
sequence. Gravity has a way of work-
ing very well on me, so the closest I 
will get to being “like Mike” is wear-
ing a jersey and drinking Gatorade, 
without the endorsement contract.

“Godliness” can be simply de-
fined as “becoming more ‘like God’ 

in one’s actions and attitudes.” 
Until people are saved, they are not 
capable of being godly, nor do they 
even have the desire (see Titus 3:3). 
Salvation has a way of changing this. 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creature; the old things 

passed away; behold, 
new things have come” 
(2 Cor. 5:17). 

A Christian has been 
“born again” (1 Pet. 1:3) 
with new spiritual abili-
ties to be like God. 

Similar to athletic tal-
ents, these spiritual gifts 
must be exercised and 
practiced. Since godli-
ness is of great value 
for both the present life 
and in eternity (1 Tim. 
4:8), we should fix our 
hope on our living God 

and practice His ways.
Through disciplined develop-

ment, drinking living water (John 
4:10-14) and the reminder of consis-
tent coaching (Titus 3:1-2), a Chris-
tian will begin to live, respond and 
interact with others in a manner 
consistent with God’s ways instead 
of man’s ways. That is more impres-
sive than any basketball highlight.

Ty Huitt
pastor

Lake Ouachita Baptist 
Mount Ida

When I went to pastor my first 
church, it was out in western Okla-
homa wheat country. One of the 
men of the church came to me with 
a burden for two of his friends. He 
picked a day he knew they would 
both be available, and 
we went out to visit 
them in their homes.

We went to visit 
the first one, and he 
made it clear that al-
though he knew about 
Jesus and his family 
went to church, he did 
not want to become a 
Christian.

The second man 
we visited was a young 
man in his 20s. He was 
not home, but we were 
told that he was out on the tractor 
spraying for green bugs. 

We drove around his farm, and 
when we found him, we waved to 
get his attention. He pulled up and 
stopped his tractor, and we shared 
the gospel with him. 

We talked about how Jesus died 
on the cross for his sins and told 
him he could have His forgiveness 
and start a new life if he would be-
lieve in Jesus, turn away from his sin 

and pray and invite Jesus to come 
into his heart. 

He was a giant in size compared 
to me, and that made it an even 
more awesome sight to see tears roll 
down that dusty face as he prayed 

and asked Jesus to for-
give his sins and give him 
a new life. I told him he 
got rid of his green bugs 
and his sins on the same 
day.

Nearly 10 years later, 
that same man who took 
me to visit his two friends 
asked me if I could make 
another visit. 

We went to see the 
first friend we visited 
years earlier. We sat in 
his living room and saw 

the answer to years of prayer as he 
said “yes” to Jesus.

When Jonah went to Nineveh 
(Jonah 3:3), he had to learn to trust 
God on His terms in His time. He 
knew the people deserved God’s 
judgment. He had to learn God 
does not give any of us what we de-
serve. He gives us what He desires. 
That is the nature of God’s mercy. 
When we come to Him for mercy, 
He shows us mercy.

Endurance in churches today 
could be assumed to be listening to 
long sermons with more attentive-
ness than Eutychus (Acts 20:9-12). 
Members like that may sing “Stand-
ing on the Promises,” but perhaps 
they are merely “sitting 
on the premises.”  

In 2 Timothy 2, 
Paul exhorted Timothy 
to “be strong” in the 
ministry. As encourage-
ment, Paul recorded 
examples of endurance 
that lead to reward:

– The soldier (2 
Tim. 2:4) endures the 
separation from every-
day affairs to focus on 
his training and orders 
to receive the reward of 
his commanding officer’s approval.

– The athlete (2 Tim. 2:5) en-
dures training and obeys the rules 
in order to be eligible for the prize, 
though winning isn’t guaranteed.

– The farmer (2 Tim. 2:6) en-
dures backbreaking work in hopes 
weather, disease and pests won’t in-
terfere with the harvest. If there is a 
harvest, the farmer’s reward is get-
ting to enjoy fresh produce.

– Paul himself (2 Tim. 2:9-10) 

endured imprisonment for the sake 
of the gospel, so that even those in 
prison could hear the gospel. 

Ultimately, we endure for Jesus – 
the One who endured the cross for 
our sins. 

He faced temptation, 
rejection, betrayal, beat-
ings and ultimately the 
weight of the sin of the 
world, and He endured. 
He was not offended, 
but prayed “Father, for-
give them; for they do 
not know what they are 
doing” (Luke 23:34).  

Therefore, Christians 
need to take courage 
and endure whatever 
may come their way for 
the cause of Christ. We 

need to endure training and hard 
work for the kingdom without con-
cerning ourselves with the results. 
We need to endure some discom-
fort, hardship and great expense in 
order to take the gospel to the lost. 
We need to endure personal offens-
es by simply letting them go.

In our endurance, as weak as it 
may be, we identify with Jesus Christ 
and His coming kingdom (2 Tim. 
2:12). It is worth it.

Ty Huitt
pastor

Lake Ouachita Baptist
Mount Ida

Robin H. Cowin
pastor

First Baptist 
Gentry

The practice of godliness
1 TIMOTHY 4:7-10; TITUS 3:1-9

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Pursuing those called to tell
JONAH 1:1-4, 7-12, 17; 2:1-4

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Pursuing those who need to hear
JONAH 3:1-5,10; 4:1-11 

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

The reward of endurance
2 TIMOTHY 2:1-13

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
FEBRUARY 24, 2013

FEBRUARY 17, 2013
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least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
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(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
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Subscriber services

Arkansas Baptist News: 
Your partner in ministry

Go to www.arkansasbaptist.org to subscribe 
to the ABN or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153

The ABN is committed to telling the story of 
God’s work among His people in the Natural 
State. The ABN provides subscribers with news, 
features and other important information they 
need to know. Church, group and individual 
plans are available to meet the needs of any 
budget. Additionally, the ABN can publish your 
church newsletter – saving you time and money! 
For more information, call the number below or 
visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe.

Access the Arkansas Baptist 
News on your mobile device!
The ABN is on the Web with breaking news, 
special online exclusives, multimedia content 
and much more. Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org 
on your PC or mobile device.
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