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Karin Noal is baptized by Joseph Sharum, 
home group leader, as Meredith Sharum and 
Isaiah McCoy look on. ‘Micro-churches’ in Hoxie 
are reaching the unreached in a new setting: 
homes. The Hope Family Church is a network of 
discipleship-centered churches started by First 
Baptist Church in Hoxie. Photo by Jessica Snow
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Large Spurgeon collection  
launched online by MBTS

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP) 
– A website expected to 
hold the largest digitized 
collection on the Inter-
net of writings by famed 
British pastor Charles H. 
Spurgeon is now available.

Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, in 
partnership with B&H 
Academic, launched the 
website on June 21.

Also known as “The 
Spurgeon Archive,” Mid-
western Seminary’s origi-
nal Spurgeon Center web-
site has been combined 
with spurgeon.org, which 
was founded and donated 
by Phil Johnson, the ex-
ecutive director of “Grace 
to You.” The Spurgeon 
site will consist of acces-
sible sermons, writings, 
links, and a number of 
other Spurgeon-related 
documents. The site in-
vites readers to check back 
weekly for additional ser-
mons and other resources.

“We view this website 
as a resource available 
to the local church that 
makes visible the life, leg-
acy and library of Charles 
Spurgeon,” Midwestern 
President Jason Allen said. 

In addition to facsimi-
les of sermons that visitors 
can search through, the 
site will also feature a reg-
ularly scheduled blog by 
Spurgeon Library curator 
Christian George. There 
are also links highlighting 
Spurgeon’s Daily Medita-
tions, where guests can 
access his morning and 
evening readings for each 
day of the year, as well as 
Spurgeon’s commentary 
on Psalms, “The Treasury 
of David,” the Sword and 
Trowel magazine, and arti-
facts from the library.

Midwestern Seminary 
remodeled its former cha-
pel into the Spurgeon Li-
brary, which consolidated 
and showcased the collec-
tion appropriately. The 
library was dedicated in 
October 2015.

‘Micro-church’ network
leads to nine salvations
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

HOXIE – New “micro-church-
es” in Hoxie are reaching the 
unreached in a new setting: 
in homes. The Hope Fam-
ily Church is a network of 
discipleship-centered church-
es started by First Baptist 
Church, Hoxie. 

“I attended a church plant-
ing conference presented by 
the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Conven-
tion featuring guest 
speaker Hugh Hal-
ter,” said William 
Vassar, pastor of 
First Baptist. “He 
spoke of an extraor-
dinarily different 
way of organizing 
churches.” 

Vassar said Halter spoke of 
an organic church structure 
that promoted evangelism and 
discipleship, allowing Christ 
to use His people to build the 
kingdom apart from the con-
sumer mentality presently op-
erating in the church.

Vassar later attended a cha-
pel service at Williams Baptist 
College with guest speaker 
Paul Kim who said that any 
congregation with at least 50 
members should be planting 

new churches. Vassar felt led to 
present the idea to his church 
and it was well-received. 

As First Baptist re-evaluat-
ed Black River Baptist Asso-
ciation’s purpose, “The Lord 
led us to developing a church 
planting strategy,” said Vassar. 
“We wanted to make some-
thing that was completely cen-
tered on discipleship instead 
of around gathering. Most of 
our churches just gather.”

Leaders started 
planning, and the first 
group met in April. 
On June 15, nine 
people from the first 
group were baptized 
in an open-air service 
during a block party. 
Three new professions 

of faith were made that 
evening.

Hope Family Church is 
based on Acts 2:42-47. Groups 
meet weekly for fellowship and 
food, and leaders give an evan-
gelistic Bible study. 

The small group setting in 
homes encourages disciple-
ship, community and account-
ability among the members. 
There are currently two groups 
meeting, three about to start 
and a Hispanic group in the 
planning process. 

“The Lord has been work-

ing through this church. He’s 
really starting to grow the 
groups,” said Vassar. “Our sec-
ond group has just started, and 
they’ve already had one salva-
tion.”

These mission-minded, 
multiplying, disciple-focused 
groups are no longer struc-
tured on a pastor-teacher 
model, which allows the 
groups to cut down on the ex-
penses a traditional church is 
tied to. The group can thrive 
without a big-name pastor, 
large numbers or an energetic 
worship leader. The goal is 

to start groups throughout 
Walnut Ridge, Imboden, 
Pocahontas and Newport to 
impact Lawrence County and 
surrounding areas. 

“It’s just letting Jesus do 
what He does,” said Vassar. “It 
allows the Spirit to move just 
as in biblical times.”

First Baptist started and is 
currently leading the church, 
but Vassar said it is his prayer 
that Hope Family Church 
soon will become self-sustain-
ing.

Sarah Davis is an intern at the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Vassar

Deer makes surprise visit to FBC, Fayetteville
FAYETTEVILLE – Churches 
can sometimes be the target 
of unwanted intruders of the 
human kind, but it’s not all 
that common that a deer at-
tempts a break-in. 

But that was the case at 
First Baptist Church, Fayette-
ville, when a deer ran straight 
through a window of the 
church after dodging a car in 
downtown traffic June 26. 

The church was clean-
ing up, scrubbing floors and 
sweeping up shards of broken 
glass the day after the deer 
made the surprise appearance. 

The Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported that a per-
son was driving down North 
College Avenue in Fayetteville 
about 5 p.m., June 26, when 
the animal ran in front of his 
car and straight through a win-
dow at First Baptist Church lo-
cated  across the street. 

The driver of the car told 
First Baptist Pastor Douglas 
Falknor – who was upstairs at 
the time – that a deer was on 
the loose in the building at 20 
East Dickson St. 

It wasn’t long before Fay-
etteville Animal Services ar-
rived and church members 
had erected a barricade for 
the deer. Officer Tom Rankin 
followed a trail of blood, mak-
ing his way through a pile of 
couches and office chairs to 
the classroom where the deer 
was hiding, the Democrat-Ga-
zette reported. 

“It was trying to jump 
through another window,” 
Rankin said. “It just wanted to 
get out.” 

It took three tranquilizers to 
subdue the deer, Rankin said. 
The deer, which had multiple 
lacerations and a broken leg, 
had to be euthanized. 

Broken glass is scattered around a window at First Baptist Church, Fayetteville, fol-
lowing a surprise visit by a local deer June 26.

Girls cool off from the heat of an Arkansas summer during a recent block party 
hosted by Hope Family Church and First Baptist Church, Hoxie. 



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

National SBC CP giving 
5.96% above projection 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Year-to-date contribu-
tions to Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) na-
tional and international 
missions and ministries 
received by the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee (EC) 
are 5.96 percent above 
the year-to-date SBC Co-
operative Program (CP) 
Allocation Budget pro-
jection, and are 2.05 per-
cent above contributions 
received during the same 
time frame last year.

The year-to-date total 
represents money received 
by the EC by the close of 
the last business day of 
June and includes receipts 
from state conventions, 
churches and individuals 
for distribution according 
to the 2016–17 SBC Coop-
erative Program Allocation 
Budget. 

As of June 30, gifts re-
ceived by the EC for dis-
tribution through the SBC 
Cooperative Program Allo-
cation Budget through the 
first nine months of the 
convention’s fiscal year 
(October to September) 
totaled $150,193,673.05. 
This total is $8,443,673.05 
above the $141,750,000.00 
year-to-date budgeted 
projection to support 
Southern Baptist minis-
tries globally and across 
North America, and is 
$3,015,786.16 more than 
the $147,177,886.89 re-
ceived through the end of 
June 2016.

‘Game on’ theme of  
2018 LifeWay VBS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
“Game On!” is the 2018 
LifeWay vacation Bible 
school (VBS) theme. The 
theme is designed to help 
children gear up for life’s 
big game by teaching them 
Jesus has provided all they 
need for the journeys to 
which God calls them, 
LifeWay VBS specialist 
Melita Thomas said.

Re-visioned South Side now Family Church 

Harrison

“The donation of the South Side Baptist building to Family Church is indeed a 
kingdom-minded act. They have exemplified for others how the legacy of the past, 
rather than being a cherished memory, can become a foundation for the future,” 
said Mike Manning, director of missions of Harmony Baptist Association.

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

PINE BLUFF – Have you ever 
wished you could be in more 
than one place at one time? 

Family Church has gone 
one better. 

Through answered prayer – 
coming through the unexpect-
ed gift of a debt-free church fa-
cility from South Side Baptist 
in Pine Bluff – it has seen that 
wish come true.

First launched 25 years ago 
with 12 people in a home in 
White Hall, Family Church 
today is a growing multicul-
tural church that min-
isters to more than 
2,000 people in three 
locations: White Hall, 
Redfield and Pine 
Bluff.

“Being one church 
in three locations 
helps us to be inten-
tional in evangelizing 
and serving local com-
munities,” said Ste-
phen Harrison, lead pastor, 
Family Church, Pine Bluff.

The Redfield campus was 
launched in January 2016 with 
120 people from the original 
White Hall campus, and it al-
ready has more than 200 peo-
ple in attendance weekly.

Family Church leaders had 
a vision to launch a campus in 
Pine Bluff in 2020. Yet, that 
vision became reality much 
sooner than planned when 
100-year-old South Side Bap-
tist Church in Pine Bluff, 
which Harrison said has 
“a rich legacy of expand-
ing the kingdom of God” 
but had been struggling in 
recent days, made a bold 
and generous decision. 
South Side voted to give 
its land and 50,000 square-
foot, debt-free facility to 
Family Church so that it 
could launch its Pine Bluff 
campus. South Side mem-
bers joined with Family 
Church to continue the 
historic church’s impact 
in the community.

“Instead of closing its doors 
in the 100th year, the legacy 
of winning souls and making 
disciples is allowed to continue 
through their unselfish desire 
to make a kingdom impact in 
the community,” said Harri-
son.

“The gift of South Side 
Baptist Church to us was tre-
mendous! What a great way 

for the body of Christ to come 
together!” he said.

“When God gives the vi-
sion, He gives the provision,” 
said Harrison.

Harmony Baptist Asso-
ciation director of missions 
Mike Manning affirms the 
“kingdom-minded” gift of 
South Side Church to Family 
Church.

“The donation of the South 
Side Baptist building to Family 
Church is indeed a kingdom-
minded act. They have ex-
emplified for others how the 
legacy of the past, rather than 
being a cherished memory, 

can become a founda-
tion for the future,” 
he said.

Already, he said 
that South Side’s ac-
tion has “provided 
the impetus” for an-
other church in Har-
mony Association “to 

‘pass the baton’ to an-
other group that they 

believe God might use more 
effectively in reaching the com-
munity for Christ.”

The Family Church/South 
Side Pine Bluff Campus offi-
cially held its first worship ser-
vice on Feb. 18, 2017, with 83 
in attendance. 

The unexpected gift of the 
church facility was a direct 
answer to prayer, said Har-
rison, who said that he and 
his church members had 
been praying for “some time” 
about launching a church 
in Pine Bluff. Harrison said 

God had inspired him with a 
2017 church theme of Greater 
Things, based on John 14:12. 
He then used social media 
in January 2017 to share his 
heart’s desire to minister in 
Pine Bluff through a Dream 
Center in 2017.

A Dream Center, he ex-
plained, is a “separate non-
profit ministry where many 

churches come together and 
serve the community around 
them.” It is designed to help 
“people dream again.

“It’s really just a ministry 
center that meets people right 
where they are by loving them 
in practical ways.”

He shared his vision, and 
he continued to pray. Soon, 

he received his answer to 
prayer. 

“Little did I know God 
was already at work to do 
more than we could ever 
think or imagine,” Harri-
son said.

South Side’s gift would 
allow both the launch of 
another church campus 
and the launch of the 
Dream Center.

The pastor challenges 
each campus of Family 
Church to “support and 
resource” the other cam-

puses indefinitely, not just the 
first year. Harrison encourages 
church members to “worship 
one, serve one,” or to “worship 
in one service and serve in an-
other service or ministry some-
time that same week,” he said.

The goal, he said, is to “raise 
up a launch team to send to 
another campus. These are 
not just attenders going to sit 

and see but going to serve and 
grow a church.” 

Each of the three Family 
Church campuses has a cam-
pus pastor, who preaches in 
person each Sunday, and a 
worship team. The three cam-
puses hold a total of five wor-
ship services weekly.

While all three campuses 
“are the same in vision and 
values,” each campus “is a little 
different because the people 
who make up that campus are 
different in personality, gifts 
and passions,” he explained.

For example, while one 
campus may offer a ministry 
to those struggling with ad-
diction, another campus may 
offer a food pantry for families 
in financial need.

Also, members from each 
of the three campuses will be 
involved in the Dream Center.

The “practical expressions 
of love (through the Dream 
Center) are not an end in 
themselves but are bridges for 
the gospel to travel across to 
change people’s lives and plug 
people into the local church,” 
said Harrison.

Wherever that church 
might be located.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

South Side Baptist and Family Church attendees 
greet each other during a recent service held at the 
Pine Bluff church.
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Why don’t we take the time to read the Bible?

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Earlier this year LifeWay 
Research released find-

ings from a study of how 
Americans view the Bible.

Essentially, the study found 
that while Americans have 
high regard and a positive 
view of the Bible, they hardly 
ever read it.

Less than a quarter of 
those who have ever read a 
Bible have a systematic plan 
for reading the Christian 
Scriptures each day, the study 
found. Furthermore, a third 
of Americans said they never 
pick up the Bible on their 
own – which gives new mean-
ing to a Bible gathering dust 
on a shelf.

At age 43 – after being a 
Christian for more than 32 
years – I realized one day that 
I had never prioritized read-
ing the Bible through from 
cover to cover.

I set out to do just that, and 
I accomplished my goal that 
year. Since then I committed 
to read the Bible through 
every year or so and have 
done it about seven times (at 
last count).

Each time I read through 
the Bible, I experience a 
tremendous amount of sat-
isfaction and a feeling of 
accomplishment – but more 
importantly – I discover God 
gives me new and fresh truths 
with each reading.

It should be disconcerting 
to all of us that so many who 
profess to be followers of 
Jesus Christ haven’t taken the 
time to read His Word. More-
over, it should be no surprise 
that so many today are so bib-
lically illiterate.

“Most Americans don’t 
know first-hand the overall 
story of the Bible – because 
they rarely pick it up,” said 
Scott McConnell, executive 

director of LifeWay Research.
“Even among worship at-

tendees, less than half read 
the Bible daily. The only time 
most Americans hear from 
the Bible is when someone 
else is reading it.”

While most American 
households own a Bible (87 
percent), according to the 
American Bible Society, the 
average household actually 
has three Bibles. If you are 
like me, you probably don’t 
know how many Bibles you 
own, but you know it is more 
than three.

And I’m not sure I’m buy-
ing into the assertion that 
technology that puts a Bible 
at your fingertips helps us 
read it more frequently. It 
may help in following along 
with our pastor easier. But 
how many people actually sit 
and read the Bible on their 
phones or tablet computers at 
length? That’s the question.

LifeWay’s survey of 1,000 
Americans found significant 
splits in how familiar they are 
with the Christian Scripture. 

One in five Americans, ac-
cording to LifeWay Research, 
has read through the Bible at 
least once. That includes 11 
percent who’ve read the en-
tire Bible once, and 9 percent 
who’ve read it through multi-
ple times. Another 12 percent 
said they have read almost all 
of the Bible, while 15 percent 
have read at least half.

The survey said about half 
of Americans (53 percent) 
have read relatively little of 
the Bible, while one in 10 
has read none of it and 13 
percent have read a few sen-
tences.

How Americans approach 
reading the Bible differs dra-
matically, according to the 
survey. Twenty-two percent 

said they read a little bit of 
the Bible each day, while a 
third (35 percent) never pick 
it up at all. Another 30 per-
cent said they look up things 
in the Bible when they need 
to. 

Additionally, another 19 
percent said they re-read 
their favorite parts, while 17 
percent flip open the Bible 
and read a passage at random. 
A quarter (27 percent) read 
sections suggested by others, 
while 16 percent said they 
look things up to help others.

People with evangelical 
beliefs (49 percent) are more 
likely to read a little bit each 
day than those without evan-
gelical beliefs (16 percent), the 
survey said. Moreover, Prot-
estants (36 percent) are more 

likely to read every day than 
Catholics (17 percent).

The survey found that if 
you go to church you are 
more likely to read your Bible 
daily, which makes sense. 
Thirty-nine percent of those 
who attend worship services 
at least once a month read 
a bit every day, while only 
13 percent of those who at-
tend services less than once a 
month pick up a Bible daily, 
LifeWay Research said.

Women are slightly more 
likely to read their Bible than 
men – 39 percent of men said 
they do not read the Bible 
on their own, compared to 
31 percent of women. People 
who reside in the northeast-
ern United States (48 percent) 
are more likely to never pick 

up a Bible than those from 
other regions.

Overall, the survey said 
Americans have a positive 
view of the Bible. Thirty-
seven percent said it is helpful 
today, while a similar number 
called it life-changing (35 
percent) or true (36 percent). 
Half (52 percent) said the 
Bible is a good source for 
morals. Few said the Bible is 
outdated (14 percent), harm-
ful (7 percent) or bigoted (8 
percent), LifeWay Research 
said.

Perhaps if we understood 
more about how we got our 
Bible and how God has pre-
served it over the centuries, 
we would place it higher on 

See BIBLE page 6
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O ne of my favorite things about summer in Arkansas is 
the focus on reaching students. Arkansas churches are 

heavily involved in reaching children and students from 
preschool to college through student camps, children’s 
camps, vacation Bible school, backyard Bible clubs, sports 
camps and mission trips. 

This focus should be commended 
because of the approximately 800,000 
members of the next generation living in 
our state. The challenge before us is that 
in most years any Southern Baptist church 
would only have to baptize 35 students to make the top 
100 churches in student baptisms in the entire Southern 
Baptist Convention. In the analysis of Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention stats of churches reporting on the 2016 
Annual Church Profile, 19 churches baptized 20 or more 
children (under age 12), nine churches baptized 20 or 
more students (ages 12-17), and 21 churches baptized 10 or 
more millennials (ages 18 to 29). 

Though many issues are involved in effectively reaching 
the next generation, there is one important starting point. 
That starting point is an incredibly intense, driving desire 
to reach the next generation. Michael Catt, senior pastor at 
Sherwood Baptist Church in Albany, Ga. (the church that 

produced movies like “Facing the Giants” 
and “Fireproof”), has a large banner in his 
church that says, “Whoever Wants the Next 
Generation the Most Will Get Them.” The 
most significant, and sometimes the only, 
common denominator in the churches that 

reach large numbers of the next generation is this unyield-
ing desire to do whatever it takes to reach them. 

Our Savior modeled an intense desire to reach young 
people. Arkansas Baptists, will you decide that no one 
wants to reach this next generation more than you? Be-
cause, indeed, whoever wants them the most will get them.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director at the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC).

F ishing in a small farm pond 
behind our house and in 

abandoned strip mines was a 
normal part of my childhood. I’ve 
fished from docks, boats, banks 
and inner tubes. I’ve used lures, 
live bait, poles, trout lines, jugs 
and nets, but never my hands, 
until recently. A friend asked me 
if I liked to fish. I responded en-
thusiastically, “Yes!” He asked if I 
had ever fished with my hands. I 
hesitantly said, “No, but I’m will-
ing to try – I think.”  

Noodling is the art of catching 
catfish with your hands by sub-
merging your hand under water, 
sticking your hand in a catfish 
hole and allowing a catfish to 
bite your hand so you can grab 
it and pull it out. I took my boys 
with me, and we all caught fish.  I 
landed the first; my oldest caught 
the most, and my youngest caught 
the largest, a 20-pound flathead. 
Toward the end of the day, our 
boat’s engine flooded so we sat.  
My friend suggested this was a 
great time to talk about Jesus. We 
shared how Jesus had changed 
our lives before being towed back 
to the dock.

Reflecting on my experience 
caused me to think about fish-
ing for men. Evangelism is risky 
and difficult, especially in today’s 
culture. It really helps if you have 
someone guiding you and model-
ing the way. You have to go where 
the people are. The best evan-
gelism training I ever had was 
on-the-job training, not just sit-
ting in a classroom memorizing a 
presentation. The New Testament 
model of evangelism is going to 
unbelievers. There is some anxi-
ety in sharing your faith, but the 
eternal rewards are incredible.

Some will never experience the 
joy of noodling and hauling out a 
big catfish with their bare hands 
because they can’t overcome their 
fears. Many believers never share 
their faith with others because 
they can’t overcome similar fears.

They miss seeing God work, 
and unfortunately their friends 
miss hearing the good news of 
salvation in Jesus. I understand 
that noodling isn’t for everyone; 
however, evangelism is for every 
believer. When was the last time 
you went fishing? Now is the 
time!

Ben Phillips serves on the ABSC 
evangelism and church health team.

A lthough I never ran track in high school, I have always 
enjoyed watching athletes compete in track and field 

events. In my opinion, the highlight of any track and field 
meet is the 4x100m relay race. The combination of speed, 
agility, strength and grace is a thing of beauty. Timing is 
also a major component of the 4x100m where there is a 
small window of time and space to pass 
the baton to the next runner. Just ask the 
2008 U.S. men’s and women’s 4x100m 
relay teams. 

During the Olympic Games in Beijing, 
both the men’s and women’s relay teams 
dropped the baton and were disqualified 
from the race.  

Can you imagine the anguish, pain, disappointment and 
frustration? Their goal was not just to compete; their goal 
was to win. These athletes had trained tirelessly for this 
one event.  I’m sure they had worked on the mechanics of 
passing the baton so often that the imprint of that baton 
was on the palm of their hands. Yet, in a moment their 
dream turned into a nightmare. Just a slight hiccup in 
timing and their hopes of finishing strong and obtaining 
Olympic gold were ended.

Recently, my wife and I visited the church of her child-
hood – South Side Baptist Church, Pine Bluff. Martha was 
baptized in this church. We were married in this church. 
While in seminary, I was invited to preach on several occa-
sions in this church. 

On May 21 this historic church that has meant so much 
to our lives celebrated its 100th anniversary. As the church 
celebrated this milestone, it also celebrated the passing of 
the baton to another congregation. You see, South Side 
Baptist in Pine Bluff is now known as Family Church Pine 
Bluff (see related story page 3). Although there is sadness 
in the closing of this historic church, there is great joy in 

knowing that the faithful few who remained at South Side 
desired to see the church campus and resources continue 
to be used effectively for the kingdom! 

Earlier this year, contact was made with Stephen Har-
rison, pastor of Family Church, which resulted in South 
Side giving its campus and resources to launch Family 

Church Pine Bluff. Little did the leadership 
of South Side know that at the end of 2016 
God had placed on pastor Stephen’s heart 
a desire to launch a new church and Dream 
Center in the heart of Pine Bluff. Talk 
about timing!  

According to Tim Wicker, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) church planting team leader, 
over the past 10 years an average of 16 ABSC churches 
have closed their doors annually. In 2016 alone, 26 ABSC 
churches ceased to exist. So far in 2017, eight ABSC 
churches have closed; however, four of these churches have 
made the decision to replant under the leadership of an-
other ABSC church, with two of these congregations being 
in Pine Bluff. This is good news for the kingdom!

I am hopeful that an increasing percentage of congrega-
tions that appear to be nearing the end of their races will 
begin to enter into serious discussions about how they can 
leverage their resources for the kingdom. 

If the church you serve is at that point in the race, or you 
believe closing the doors is inevitable in the near future, 
there’s too much at stake to simply close the doors and be 
the last one to turn out the lights. 

Please speak with your associational missionary or a 
member of the ABSC church planting team. They can lead 
you in asking the right questions to determine if it’s time 
to pass the baton so God continues to get the glory! 

Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-
gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

Noodling The bottom line to  
reaching the next generation

Passing the baton
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ABCHomes
David Perry

One of my favorite 
responsibilities as ex-

ecutive director of Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) is sharing our 
story in local Arkansas Bap-
tist churches.  

After 38 years of speaking 
to churches, I still hear the 
same questions in almost 
every church 
I go to, “’Do 
you live in 
Monticello?’ 
or ‘Is that in 
Monticello?” 
These and 
similar ques-
tions are understandable. 
After all, as I told alumni of 
the Arkansas Baptist Home 
for Children in Monticello 
at their recent reunion, 
“This is where we started 
123 years ago. It was our 
only ministry for our first 
74 years of existence and is 
still our ‘flagship’ ministry.”  

However, it is incumbent 
for our staff and board 
to faithfully share about 
our other great ministries. 
When it is my time to speak 

in our churches, I plead with 
the listeners to pay attention 
to the many ministries that 
we are now responsible for. 
I almost always start my pre-
sentation talking about our 
beloved Monticello ministry 
where we have six family 
homes.

Then, I share about: 
1) The beautiful 500-acre 

Boys Ranch 
for 29 boys 
and young 
men, includ-
ing the new 
independent 
and transi-
tional living 

programs for older boys ages 
16-21.

2) The community family 
homes in Judsonia, Paragould 
and West Fork. Previously, 
these eight-bed facilities were 
for emergency shelter care. 
We are in the process of 
changing these homes to long-
term care programs.

3) The family care homes 
for single mothers with chil-
dren in Jonesboro and Little 
Rock. A third home is under 
construction in Springdale, 

with anticipation of open-
ing later this year.

4) Our counseling minis-
try in Little Rock, Fayette-
ville, Jonesboro, Pine Bluff, 
Rogers, North Little Rock 
and Paragould with licensed 
professional counselors who 
utilize a biblically-based per-
spective. 

5) Connected Foster 
Care. In Sebastian and 
Pulaski counties, we are 
recruiting our own foster 
homes, which we will super-
vise and provide placement 
services for.  In other areas 
of the state we are recruiting 
and training foster families 
for the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Human Services. 
In both types of Connected 
Foster Care, we emphasize 
local church wrap-around 
support for these foster 
homes. So, next time you 
think about ABCHomes, 
it is understandable if 
your first thought is about 
Monticello. We hope that 
thought is followed by, “Oh, 
and a whole lot more!”

David Perry is the executive 
director of ABCHomes.

Monticello and a whole lot more

MAT opens new doors for teachers
W illiams Baptist Col-

lege (WBC) is now 
offering a master’s degree, 
and that is a good thing 
for future teachers and the 
schools they will serve.

Williams launched its 
master of arts in teaching 
(MAT) this year for a couple 
of reasons. First, schools, in-
cluding pub-
lic schools 
in Arkansas, 
are facing a 
shortage of 
teachers. Sec-
ond, many college graduates 
would like to be teachers, 
but their bachelor’s degrees 
are not in education.

The MAT at Williams 
fills that void. It is a fully 
online program that allows 
students to do coursework 
according to their sched-
ules. That is important for 
adult students, who are 
likely to have job and family 
responsibilities, making it 
difficult to follow a tradi-
tional classroom schedule.

There are 12 required 

courses in the program, and 
each course is scheduled in an 
eight-week term.  Depending 
on the student’s preference, 
the program can be complet-
ed in 18 months.

The Williams MAT makes 
it possible for students to 
begin their new jobs as teach-
ers even while still working 

on their mas-
ter’s degrees. 
Qualifying in-
dividuals can 
apply for an 
Arkansas De-

partment of Education pro-
visional license, permitting 
individuals to immediately 
seek employment as a teacher 
and fulfill MAT coursework 
requirements concurrently. 

An additional benefit to 
the MAT is earning potential. 
Master’s degrees figure into 
the salary schedules in school 
systems, so even as students 
are gaining their certification 
to teach, they are position-
ing themselves for higher 
incomes. 

Students who hold an 

MAT from Williams have 
the benefit of WBC’s tre-
mendous reputation in the 
field of education. School 
systems across our region 
have learned that Williams 
education graduates are 
highly prepared and worth 
seeking out.  

The MAT program is di-
rected by RoseMary Weaver, 
who first brought the WBC 
education program to 
prominence in the 1990s. 
Now the dean of graduate 
and online programs at Wil-
liams, Weaver designed the 
MAT program to prepare a 
new generation of educators 
for the classroom challenges 
of today and tomorrow.

We at WBC are proud 
of our first master’s degree 
program. If you’re inter-
ested in the Williams MAT, 
contact Weaver or visit wil-
liamsbaptistcollege.com/
MAT.

Brett Cooper is vice presi-
dent of institutional advance-
ment at Williams Baptist 
College.

Williams 
Baptist College
Brett Cooper

our priority list.
Here are just a few Scrip-

ture verses about the impor-
tance of God’s Word:

“For the word of God is liv-
ing and active, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, pierc-
ing to the division of soul 
and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12, ESV).

“All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in 

righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16, 
ESV).

“In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” 
(John 1:1, ESV).

And finally, Jesus spoke of 
the Word of God in Matt. 
24:35 (ESV): “Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.”

Yes, the Word of God 
should be a big deal in our 
spiritual walk and something 
we prioritize by making it a 
daily part of our lives as we 
seek to be more like Jesus.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Christianity and patriotism
On July 4 people from all 

across the United States 
celebrated the 241st anniver-
sary of America’s Declara-
tion of Independence from 
tyrannical British rule. And 
as it does every year, Indepen-
dence Day had me thinking 
about our country’s unique 
relationship with Judeo-Chris-
tian faith.

Growing up in the 1990s 
and 2000s – 
mostly in 
the South, I 
was South-
ern Baptist 
long before 
I was saved. 
Patriotism 
and evangelical faith went 
together like peanut butter 
and jelly. 

At the large suburban At-
lanta, Ga., church my family 
attended throughout my mid-
dle school and high school 
years, whatever Sunday fell 
closest to July 4 would feature 
a worship service that includ-
ed traditional God-infused 
American tunes such as “God 
Bless America” and “The Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic,” a 
sermon declaring America’s 
exceptionalism and unique 
blessing among nations and 
an enormous American flag 
backdrop flying high behind 
the choir and orchestra.

Both sides of my family 
came to America before the 
United States was founded, 
and I was raised to be proud 
of my country and thankful 
for being born an American. 
And, in fact, I am very proud 
to be an American. I think it 
would be foolish to read the 
history of our great country 
and not recognize God’s 
providence at work in count-

less instances.
In his book, “If You Can 

Keep It,” Eric Metaxas quotes 
Benjamin Franklin at the 
close of the Constitutional 
Convention in 1787. Re-
sponding to someone who 
asked him if the U.S. would 
be a monarchy or a republic, 
Franklin reportedly said, “A 
republic, if you can keep it.”

One of the most interest-
ing themes in 

Metaxas’ book is 
the unapologetic 
affirmation of 
the role Judeo-
Christian mor-
als and ethics 
played in the 

founding of our country. He 
argues that, regardless of their 
specific religious affiliations 
and practices, our founding 
fathers all felt strongly about 
the role of virtue, defined by 
Merriam-Webster as “confor-
mity to a standard of right,” 
in the successful founding of 
America. Metaxas argues that 
the standard of virtue which 
the founding fathers used had 
its origins in the teachings of 
Christian Scripture.

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) is a uniquely 
American denomination. 
Nearly all Southern Baptists 
today recognize the past fail-
ures of the SBC in regards to 
affirming slavery and racism. 
However, it seems fewer and 
fewer Baptists understand the 
denomination’s historic views 
on religious liberty, soul free-
dom and the separation of 
church and state.

Traditionally, Baptists have 
been staunch proponents of 
separation of church and state 

See PATRIOTISM  page 7

Call & Response
Caleb Yarbrough
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Super Summer 2017 a ‘catalyst for change’

Students and leaders pack boxes of non-perishable meals during a Pack Shack at Super Summer. Students were able to pack 
100,000 bags of food in an hour, allowing them to help those in need while they were at camp. Photo by Sarah Davis 

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – A total of 
2,800 students made their way 
to a small college town for the 
annual Super Summer camp, 
June 24-July 1. Hosted by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) and held on 
Ouachita Baptist University’s 
campus, about 300 decisions 
were made with 50 students 
professing Jesus Christ as 
Lord, according to organizers. 

“Super Summer has been a 
catalyst for change in Arkan-
sas churches with some of the 
training we offer to adults and 
youth pastors,” said Warren 
Gasaway, executive director 
of the camp and a member 
of the ABSC church health 
team. “The camp creates rela-
tionships across the state for 
youth pastors to sharpen one 
another.”

Super Summer is made up 
of three structures: a large cor-
porate worship gathering, a 
school structure led by youth 
pastors and small groups led 
by college staffers. 

This structure allows the 
group of campers to be broken 

down from more than 1,000 
students to 200 to 10 students. 

The three-tier structure en-
hances the targeted curricu-
lum by applying it directly to 
campers’ lives. With a focus on 
evangelism and discipleship, 
students from across Arkansas 
and some surrounding states 
are taught to deepen their 
walk with Jesus.

“We don’t teach students 
how to become Christians; 
we teach them how to become 
disciples,” said Tracy Reed, 
student pastor at First Bap-
tist Church in Crossett and a 
member of the Super Summer 
leadership team. “And you can 
see that in their lives as people 
come as campers and many 
return as staffers. They want 
to pour into students just like 
they were poured into.”

The camp is completely 
volunteer-run. A leadership 
team of 13 youth pastors from 
around the state are asked to 
pour their creativity into the 
camp. Other youth pastors 
and college staffers give up two 
weeks of their summer to serve 
Super Summer. 

“As a student, this camp has 
brought me closer to Christ 

and to other people through 
Christ,” said Sidney Kelley, a 
volunteer college staffer. “As a 
staffer, it’s so great to see God 
working. It’s cool to be the 
hands and feet of Christ and 
then see the body of Christ 
working as a whole.”

The Pack Shack returned 

for the second time in 2017. 
Students were able to pack 
100,000 bags of food in an 
hour, allowing them to help 

those in need while they were 
at camp. 

Sarah Davis is an intern at the 
Arkansas Baptist News. 

because, unlike today, in the 
early days of our republic, 
Baptists were often a perse-
cuted group. In fact, it was a 
letter to the Danbury Baptist 
Association in Danbury, 
Conn., in 1802 that Thomas 
Jefferson first penned the 
words, “a wall of separation 
between Church & State,” 
which would go on to become 
some of the most controver-
sial words in U.S. history.

The fact that many church-
es hold patriotic services on 
July 4 and other national holi-
days has never made sense to 
me. The beauty of our coun-
try is that it protects the right 
of all people to freely worship 
as they please. Theocracies 
cannot protect soul freedom 
and religious liberty; neither 
can totalitarian regimes or 
monarchies.

Celebrating the freedom we 
enjoy in America and thank-
ing God for it seem logical 
and biblical. Hosting a na-
tionalistic celebration seems 
more apt for a pagan temple 
than a Christian sanctuary. 
Whatever a Christian’s politi-
cal and theological views, we 
should all agree that we are 
never to worship our country 
or its leaders.

In the often-quoted words 
of Jesus Christ, “Render to 
Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s” (Mark 
12:17, ESV).

We should thank God 
that He has blessed us with 
a nation that recognizes and 
protects our right to worship 
Him. However, we should 
also be mindful that our true 
citizenship is not of this world 
(John 17:6-19, ESV).

Caleb Yarbrough is associate 
editor of the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

continued from page 6
PATRIOTISM

‘Chaplain of Bourbon Street’ dies at 89
NEW ORLEANS (BP) –
Famed New Orleans evange-
list Bob Harrington, known 
by many as “The Chaplain 
of Bourbon Street,” 
died of kidney fail-
ure July 4 in Stigler, 
Okla., where he had 
lived the last seven 
years with family. He 
was 89.

Harrington be-
came a well-known 
evangelist during the 
1960s and 1970s fol-
lowing his conversion to Chris-
tianity at age 30 in his home-
town of Sweet Water, Ala. He 
was a popular guest on nation-
al television shows including 

Harrington

Phil Donahue, Merv Griffin 
and “The Tonight Show” due 
to his one-liners and uncon-
ventional religious wit. In the 

1970s, Harrington 
met famed atheist Ma-
dalyn Murray O’Hair. 
The two could not 
have been more oppo-
site. “Yes, many may 
say Madalyn knows 
the Scriptures better 
than I do, but I know 

the Author,” said Har-
rington. The unlikely 

duo toured 38 cities debating 
the existence of God.

Harrington’s eight-day cru-
sades, first held in tents and 
later high school stadiums and 

convention centers, produced 
thousands of converts.

In 1960, after only a few 
years of preaching throughout 
the South on flatbed trail-
ers and in tents, Harrington 
moved to New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary with 
his wife Joyce, and daughters, 
Rhonda and Mitzi.

During his time in semi-
nary, Harrington served as as-
sistant pastor of First Baptist 
Church of New Orleans with 
J.D. Grey and continued his 
ministry as an itinerant evan-
gelist. And in 1962, Mayor 
Victor Schiro proclaimed him 
“The Chaplain of Bourbon 
Street.”
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Ark. Ten Commandments monument destroyed
LITTLE ROCK – Workers 
have removed pieces of the 
recently installed Ten Com-
mandments monument from 
the Arkansas Capitol grounds 
after a Van Buren man top-
pled it with his car. 

The six-foot-tall stone mon-
ument was installed Tuesday, 
June 27, but destroyed less 

than 24 
hours later 
after Michael 
Tate Reed, 
32, of Van 
Buren alleg-
edly drove a 
vehicle into 
the statue, 

a p p a r e n t l y 
while stream-

ing the act live on Facebook, 
officials told the media. 

Chris Powell, a spokesman 
with the Arkansas Secretary 
of State's office, said he was 
called early June 28 and told 
that a man drove a vehicle 
through the monument. Reed 
was arrested by Capitol police 
shortly afterwards. 

An arrest report on the 
Pulaski County Sheriff’s De-
partment website said Reed is 
being charged with defacing 
objects of public interest, crim-
inal trespass and first degree 
criminal mischief. Reed faces 

fines of $2,500 and jail time 
for the offenses. He is being 
held without bail pending an 
initial court appearance. 

An officer said he spotted 
a dark-colored vehicle “start 
from a stopped position and 
ram the Ten Commandments 
monument” shortly before 5 
a.m. June 28. 

The arrest report for Reed 
listed “unemployed/disabled” 
under occupation. 

Sen. Jason Rapert, R-Big-
elow, who sponsored the 2015 
law to erect the monument on 
state grounds, called the stat-
ue's destruction “an act of vio-
lence.” Since the crime, funds 
have already been raised to re-
place the monument, as well 
as fund monuments in other 
states, Rapert said. 

In a Facebook Live video on 
an account under the name 
Michael Reed, a driver appears 
to shine his headlights on the 
monument and shouts, “Free-
dom!” as he drives toward it. 
As the vehicle hits the granite, 
the video cuts out, the Arkan-
sas Democrat-Gazette reported. 
Another Facebook video post-
ed by a man who called him-
self Michael Reed described 
his beliefs in both Jesus and 
the separation of church and 
state. He spoke from a seat in 

a 2016 Dodge Dart. 
“I'm a firm believer that 

part of salvation is that we not 
only have faith in Jesus Christ 
but we obey the commands 
of God, and that we confess 
Jesus as Lord,” he said in the 
video. “But one thing I do not 
support is the violation of our 
constitutional right to have the 
freedom that's guaranteed to 
us, that guarantees us the sep-
aration of church and state,” 
the Democrat-Gazette reported. 

There's “no one religion” 
that the government should 
represent, he reportedly said 
in the video. 

A 29-year-old Michael Tate 
Reed was accused of ramming 
his truck into a Ten Com-
mandments statue of a similar 
design at the Oklahoma state 
Capitol in Oklahoma City on 
Oct. 24, 2014, the Tulsa World 
reported. Authorities said he 
also made threats against Presi-
dent Barack Obama, lit money 
on fire and walked into a fed-
eral building to spit on pic-
tures, the paper reported. 

Reed was reportedly di-
agnosed with schizoaffective 
disorder after being taken to 
a mental facility for evalua-
tion following the crash in 
2014, the Tulsa World report 
said. Reed reportedly wrote 

an email to the newspaper 
recounting how voices in his 
head became his norm and 
apologized for running into 
the statue.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union (ACLU) of Ar-
kansas and other opponents 
have vowed to sue over the 
controversial Ten Command-
ments display on grounds 
they believe that the privately 
funded monument is an un-
constitutional endorsement of 
religion.

“If they put it up, they’re 
going to signal to people who 
don’t subscribe to that partic-
ular version of the command-
ments and nonbelievers they 
are second-class citizens and 

Reed

we will file suit,” Holly Dick-
son, the ACLU’s legal director, 
told the U.S. News and World 
Report in May.

The Ten Commandments monument 
lies in ruins at the Arkansas State 
Capitol. Photo by Tim Yarbrough 
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Michael Sandusky
ABSC

EACH YEAR the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette publishes 
an article about how aca-
demically prepared or unpre-
pared high-school graduates 
are for college. 

There has been great con-
cern for preparing students 
for the next level of educa-
tion, and both parents and 
students take great measures 
to ensure that they are ad-
equately prepared. However, 
there may be a more urgent 

concern: Are our youth pre-
pared spiritually for college?

A majority of high-school 
graduates in Arkansas come 
from small schools. Granted, 
every high school has issues 
when it comes to worldli-
ness, but these issues are 
minor compared to what 
our students will face in the 
university world. 

College freshmen are in-
undated with in-your-face 
sexual immorality, drugs 
and a party scene. They are 
also confronted with secular 
philosophies from profes-

sors, other students, people 
of other world religions and 
people who strongly oppose 
Christian views and values.

During recent discussions 
with a group of college fresh-
men who had just completed 
their first semesters, many 
admitted that they were not 
prepared for what they en-
countered on their college 
campuses. 

Many of the students were 
trying to establish spiritual 
habits that would help them 
survive and learn how to de-
fend their faith not only in 

the resident halls but also 
in the classrooms. Many of 
them were left trying to dis-
cover what they believed and 
upon what their faith was 
based. 

So, how do we, as parents, 
and as churches, prepare stu-
dents for university life? 

First, we need to realize 
the harsh realities of this 
generation. It is estimated 
that less than 10 percent of 
the college generation are be-
lievers. To send a Christian 
student to college unpre-
pared spiritually is perhaps 

far worse than sending that 
student unprepared academ-
ically. Just as we would not 
send someone unprepared to 
war, we should not send our 
youth unprepared for the 
spiritual war they are sure to 
encounter on their college 
campuses.

Here are some thoughts 
to help high-school seniors 
prepare for their first year at 
college.

Stress the importance of 
strong spiritual habits. 

Back to Campus

See PREPARED page 11

How spiritually prepared are youth for college?
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Scoreboards & scholars: WBC student-athletes
Brett Cooper
Williams Baptist College

WALNUT RIDGE – Bois-
terous fans in the bleachers. 
Faces painted in school col-
ors. Buzzer beaters and brag-
ging rights. Sports are a major 
part of college life and a huge 
source of school spirit.

And beyond the fan base, 
college sports also bring tre-
mendous educational oppor-
tunities, not to mention a lot 
of hard work, for student-ath-
letes.

“Athletics bring many stu-
dents to this college that we 
could never reach otherwise,” 
said Jeff Rider, director of ath-
letics at Williams Baptist Col-
lege (WBC). “These student-
athletes get to play the sport 
they love at the collegiate level, 
and in doing so they receive 
an excellent, Christ-centered 
education. It is a transforma-
tive experience for them.”

Like many other colleges 
around the country, Williams 
has worked aggressively in re-
cent years to enroll more stu-
dent-athletes, adding a num-
ber of sports for both men and 
women. As of this fall, WBC 
will field teams in 19 varsity 
and three junior varsity sports.

“Our student-athletes come 

to Williams literally from coast 
to coast and around the world. 
They bring a great diversity of 
cultures and backgrounds to 
the campus, which is benefi-
cial to all of us,” Rider said.

It isn’t easy for college ath-
letes. Despite stereotypes some 
may hold, student-athletes are 
held to the same high aca-
demic standards as their class-
mates, on top of their time-
consuming duties to their 
teams.

“They have early morning 
conditioning and late after-
noon practices, not to men-
tion the games and a demand-
ing travel schedule during the 
season, all while making sure 
they attend their classes, study 
and complete assignments like 
all other students,” Rider said. 
“There are many challenges to 
being a student-athlete, which 
makes it all the more impres-
sive that so many of them do 
notably well in their sport and 
in the classroom.”

But there are also rich re-
wards for student-athletes.  

“Teammates form a bond 
that lasts for the rest of their 
lives. They will be in each oth-
er’s weddings. They will stay in 
touch. Even decades down the 
road, those will still be some 
of the closest friends they have 

ever known,” Rider said. “And 
above all, they have the life-
long benefit of an outstand-
ing, Christian education.”

For fans, sports are a great 
way to cheer on their school.  
But for student-athletes, it’s a 
life-changing experience.

Brett Cooper is vice president 
of institutional advancement at 
Williams Baptist College in Wal-
nut Ridge.

Williams Baptist College student athlete Abel Yekeh, a senior from Newark, N.J., 
goes up for a basket for the Eagles basketball team. Williams Baptist College photo
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continued from page 9

PREPARED
It is staggering how many 

students do not read and 
study the Bible each day. It 

is a guarantee that students 
will have a difficult time sur-
viving in college spiritually if 
they do not regularly spend 
time in the Bible. In addition, 
helping them develop a strong 
prayer life is vital. Finding a 
strong church family within 

the first weeks at college is also 
important. It has been stated 
by many that college students 
tend to leave church during 
the first year of college. High-
school seniors need to under-
stand that by developing these 
habits they are preparing to 

stand firm in a world that has 
a totally different philosophy 
than that of Scripture.

Help them develop a 
Christ-centered worldview. 
Many college students come to 
the campus not knowing what 
they believe or why they be-
lieve it. As young people enter 
into the arena of the university 
classroom, they can become 
easy fodder for professors who 
may be pushing a worldly phi-
losophy. Professors are known 
to target believers and chal-
lenge them on their faith. 
During their final year of high 
school, youth need to be led in 
developing a biblically sound 
worldview that can stand firm 
on the tenets of their faith.

Instruct them in world re-
ligions. When students arrive 
on college campus, they are 
not just entering into a worldly 
environment, they are enter-
ing into the world. Arkansas 
campuses are well-represented 
when it comes to an interna-
tional presence. Students from 
the Middle East, the Pacific 
Rim, Asia and many other re-
gions are coming to Arkan-
sas for higher education. For 
many students, this may be 
their first encounter with an 
international student. With 
them, these international stu-
dents bring different world 
religions. Our youth are walk-
ing side-by-side with other stu-

dents from around the world. 
They need to understand what 
these other cultures believe 
and, more importantly, how 
to reach them with the gospel.

Prepare them to know 
what the Bible teaches about 
sex. This is often a hot topic 
in high school, but it is esca-
lated on the university level. 
There is a very open mindset 
among many students when 
it comes to sex, and it is next 
to impossible to avoid it at col-
lege. There are pressures from 
both genders to be involved in 
casual sex and affirm the ho-
mosexual lifestyle. 

Freshmen are definitely 
not unaware, but they are 
definitely unprepared for the 
magnitude and openness of 
the sexual environment. Stu-
dents need to be grounded in 
God’s plan for them sexually 
(1 Thess. 4:3-4).

How prepared are your 
youth for college? We need 
to be intentional in prepar-
ing our seniors to stand firm 
in their faith and then make a 
difference on the college cam-
pus rather than succumbing 
to the world environment that 
awaits them.

Michael Sandusky is the cam-
pus minister at Southern Arkan-
sas University and a member of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) college and young 
leaders team. 
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Gallup’s Busteed: Ways to make college a success
THE BEST SOURCE of ad-
vice about college may come 
from those who have actually 
experienced it – students and 
alumni, according to Brandon 
Busteed, executive director of 
education and workforce de-
velopment for the Gallup poll-
ing organization.

In an article published at 
gallup.com, Busteed said the 
organization’s extensive re-
search into outcomes of those 
who have attended institutions 
of higher education is reveal-
ing and provides good advice 
for those seeking to make the 
most out of college.

Busteed said it is important 
for students to have a clear 
goal when pursuing a college 
degree, which includes the 
potential return on the invest-
ment made on education.

“People who graduated 
from college at a later age were 
less likely to regret their educa-
tion paths. In fact, think about 
career and life goals first. Then 
think about where you want to 
go and the majors and fields 

of study that align with those,” 
he said.

It’s not always wise to auto-
matically pursue a bachelor's 
degree, Busteed pointed out, 
adding there are lots of great 
career tracks that only require 
an associate’s degree or some 
type of technical degree.

Students should be careful 
to limit their amount of stu-
dent loan debt, Busteed ad-
vised, adding that those pursu-
ing a degree should limit their 
total student loan debt to no 
more than $25,000.

Prestigious and other highly 
selective and high-priced col-
leges and universities aren’t 
the best track for everyone, 
Busteed said. Actually, college 
is more about what a student 
makes of it, taking advantage 
of educational opportunities 
available at the particular in-
stitution.

When attending college, 
Busteed advises students to 
consider the following: 1) Seek 
out professors who are amaz-
ing teachers and mentors, not 

just courses; 2) Connect to 
what is being learned at college 
by applying it through a relat-
ed job or internship; 3) Don’t 
shy away from taking courses 
that require projects that take 

a semester or more of work to 
complete; and 4) Be selective 
on extracurricular activities. 

“Postsecondary education is 
a powerful pathway to a great 
job and a great life – but only if 

you make the most of it,” Bust-
eed said. “Spread this advice 
to everyone you know. After 
all, it comes from the wisdom 
of hundreds of thousands of 
students and alumni.”

Students walk between classes at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia. Ouachita Bapist University photo 

BaCk to CampuS
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• Web resources, podcasts, networking opportunities coming to exploreyourcall.com

• Called 2 Ministry – two-day conference at OBU

• Mentoring networks

A unique two-day retreat for high school students who 
sense God has called them into some area of vocational 
ministry or are interested in exploring the diverse areas  
of ministry available in today’s world.

Keynote speakers and musician:

• Brandon Barnard, teaching pastor at Fellowship Bible Church, 
Little Rock

• Marty Collier, co-pastor of the Church on Rush Creek in Dallas
• Susan (Shambarger) Goss, founder of Tangible Truth Ministries in 

Bentonville
• Brian Mills, college pastor at Cross Church, Fayetteville
• Jeremy Nottingham, senior pastor at First Baptist Church, Bran-

don, Miss.
• Jarrett Stephens, teaching pastor at Prestonwood Baptist Church 

in Dallas
• Worship will be led by Blake Johnson, student ministry worship 

leader at Prestonwood

Dates & locations for regional training events

August 15 -  Williams Baptist College, Walnut Ridge
September 5 - Second Baptist Church, Conway
September 19 - Cross Church, Fayetteville

For more information call 501-376-4791 or 1-800-838-2272 (toll free in Arkansas)

For those considering God’s call to ministry

Williams Baptist College student athlete and senior Erin Gay, a native of Memphis, 
Tenn., kicks the ball for the Lady Eagles soccer team. Williams Baptist College photo

BaCk to CampuS
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Johnson. “We have some very 
successful rural churches with 
obvious vision and purpose 
for the 21st century. They re-
ally have potential to make a 
kingdom impact, but are just 

not sure how to begin.”
Kohlman, a graduate of 

Ecclesia College in Springda-
le, has joined the college and 
young leaders team as the as-
sistant team leader, commu-
nity college consultant and 
media mobilization strategist. 
He has previously served with 
churches in Springdale and 
Little Rock. 

“I’m excited to serve more 
than 30 BCM ministers and 
more than 60 collegiate-en-

Perkins

REVIVAL! Bro. Ernie Perkins
Temple Baptist Church

5100 South 31st St.
Fort Smith, AR

7 p.m. - July 21-25
(Sunday morning services will be held at 
9:45 a.m. and Sunday evening services 

will be held at 5:30 p.m. instead of 7 p.m.)

Johnson Kohlman Naramore

LITTLE ROCK – Three new 
faces have recently joined the 
staff of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC).

The Operating Committee 
voted June 6 to hire Bob John-
son, Chris Kohlman 
and Jamie Naramore.

Johnson, a graduate 
of Central Baptist Col-
lege in Conway and 
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
has joined the evange-
lism and church health 
team as the Sunday 
school and music con-
sultant. 

He has served as a music 
minister, youth pastor and as-
sociational missionary across 
the state of Arkansas. His du-
ties will include working with 
churches and associations in 
the areas of Sunday school, 
discipleship, music and gen-
eral church health.

“I am excited about the pos-
sibilities of further serving our 
Arkansas churches, especially 
our smaller churches,” said 

gaged churches in Arkansas 
as they engage with college 
students,” said Kohlman. “It’s 
an amazing opportunity and 
humbling to be called to the 
ABSC. I get to serve alongside 

some great leaders 
who have amazing 
hearts for Jesus and 
His glory.”

N a r a m o r e , 
a graduate of 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University 
and Southeastern 

Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, has 

joined the missions team as 
the international church strat-
egist.

He has served as a Journey-
man in North Africa, a stu-
dent pastor in Arkansas and 
Texas and an adjunct professor 
at Ouachita.

His duties will include as-
sisting churches in joining 
God’s mission by developing 
strategies and implementing 
plans to reach internationals 
across the state. 

“I am most excited about 
seeing Arkansas Baptist 
churches partner together to 
reach the unreached people 
groups in the state,” said Nara-
more. 

“I hope to raise awareness 
to what people groups are liv-
ing here, help churches discov-
er where they are and how they 
can meet their needs and ulti-
mately see churches planting 
churches among those people 
groups.” 

Three new faces join ABSC team in LR
Looking for a pastor 

or other staff member?
 

Arkansas Baptist News
classifieds reach

thousands across 
Arkansas! 

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!
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DR MEETING HELD IN LITTLE ROCK – Mickey Caison (left), who recently retired from the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB), speaks to Southern Baptist disaster relief (DR) directors from across the U.S. during the group’s  semi-annual meeting 
June 21-23 at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building in Little Rock. The group, which meets to discuss and coordinate 
Southern Baptist DR response efforts across the nation, thanked Caison for his three decades of DR leadership and paused to 
pray for him. Photo by Sarah Davis

Baptist Businessperson of Year  
nominations being accepted

Deadline Nov. 1

LITTLE ROCK – Do you 
know a Southern Baptist busi-
nessman or businesswoman 
who is making a huge impact 
for Jesus Christ through his or 
her marketplace influence?

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) is planning to hold its 
annual Arkansas Baptist Busi-
nessperson of the Year recog-
nition, and ABN readers are 
invited to nominate a business-
man or businesswoman for 
consideration.

“The ABN wants to bring 
attention to Arkansas Baptists 
who are making a difference 
for Christ in the lives of others 

and through their businesses 
and in the marketplace,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor/
executive director.

Candidates should be a resi-
dent of Arkansas and a mem-
ber of an Arkansas Baptist 
church. They should be active-
ly involved in ministry in their 
church and in other areas.

To nominate someone, 
please include the following: 
(1) name, phone number, 
email and church member-
ship of the submitter; (2) 
name, phone number, email 
and church membership of the 
candidate, and (3) a 200-300 
word essay explaining why the 
candidate should be consid-
ered for Arkansas Baptist Busi-
nessperson of the Year, includ-
ing the impact he or she makes 
in the business world, as well 
as his or her involvement in 
church/ministries/missions.

Submissions for the contest 
must be received on or before 
Nov. 1.

Email nominations to tim@
arkansasbaptist.org or mail to 
Arkansas Baptist Businessper-
son of the Year, Arkansas Bap-
tist News, 10 Remington Dr., 
Little Rock, AR 72204.

11 Reasons to
Not Drink Alcohol

1. God said to be sober (1 
Thessalonians 5:6-8; 1 Peter 5:8 
NKJV). The Greek word “nepho” 
means wineless, free from 
intoxicants.  
2. We are to love God with all our 
minds (Mark 12:30). Alcohol impairs 
that mind.  
3. It is expensive (Proverbs 23:21).  
4. It makes you do foolish things 
you would never do in your right 
mind (Proverbs 23:29-35).
5. It is dangerous and addictive 
(Proverbs 20:1).  
6. It hurts your testimony; you 
influence others to drink; you often 
harm others (Romans 14:21).  
7. Drugs should not be used for 
recreation and pleasure.  
8. Never take that first drink, and 
you will never become a problem 
drinker.  
9. Drinking supports an industry 
that has destroyed untold thousands.  
10. Not drinking is prudent and 
wise (Proverbs 20:1; 22:3).  
11. You should rely on God, not 
drugs (Psalm 11:1).  

–David R. Brumbelow, author of 
“Ancient Wine and the Bible: The 
Case for Abstinence.”  gulfcoastpas-
tor.blogspot.com 
(Permission granted to reprint.)   

Questions about the Bible and 
Alcohol? Find answers in 
“Ancient Wine and the Bible.”

Also see: “The Wit & Wisdom of 
Pastor Joe Brumbelow”

Advertisement
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Jackie Becker, 57, of Jones-
boro, died June 
27 as the result 
of a one-vehicle 
accident in Jones-
boro. 

He is survived 
by his wife of 38 
years, Regina, 

three sons, one sister and 
seven grandchildren. 

Becker’s son, Bill, is pastor 
of Brookland Baptist Church 
in Brookland. 

A graveside service was held 
June 30 at Pine Hill Cemetery 
in Jonesboro. 

aCroSS arkanSaS

C l a s s i f i e d s

Effective Aug. 1, 2017, the pastor search 
committee of Faith Southern Baptist Church in 
Huntsville will begin accepting resumes for a 
bi-vocational pastor. Mail resumes to: Faith 
Southern Baptist Church, PO Box 273, Hunts-
ville, AR, 72740. 479-738-2487. Resumes ac-
cepted until Oct. 1, 2017.

Rural church in challenging location needs 
visionary bi-vocational pastor. Send re-
sume to Midway Baptist Church,  208 Cathy Rd, 
El Dorado AR 71730 or sales@fracnvac.com.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of Maynard 
Arkansas, seeking full-time pastor. Please 
send resume including references to: Dennis 
Barber, 486 Thompson Road, Maynard, AR. 
72444.

Kern Heights Baptist Church in DeQueen, 
Arkansas, is seeking a full-time pastor. Send 
resumes to KHBC Search Committee, 822 N 9th 
St., DeQueen, AR 71832 by 8/31/17.

First Baptist Church Pangburn AR, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please mail resume to 
FBC Pangburn, Attn: Search Committee, PO Box 
250, Pangburn AR 72121, or email jonj3390@
hotmail.com.

FBC Gould, AR seeking full-time pastor. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR

Associate pastor to students / First Baptist 
Church of Arkadelphia - Arkadelphia, AR. FBC of 
Arkadelphia is seeking a full-time associate 
pastor to students. Please submit resume 
to 623 Pine Street, Arkadelphia, AR 71923, or 
fbcarkadelphia@gmail.com.

Mountain Home Baptist Church in Mountain 

Home, is seeking a full-time associate pas-
tor of worship and family ministries. 
Send resumes, videos of worship to mhbaptist-
church@suddenlinkmail.com or 870-425-3150.

Spring River Baptist Association in Joplin, 
MO is currently accepting resumes for the posi-
tion of director of missions/association-
al missionary. Please submit resume to SRBA 
Search Team, PO Box 1088, Joplin, MO 64802 or 
preferably email to SRBASearchTeam@gmail.
com. Resumes will be accepted through August 
30, 2017.

Brush Creek Baptist Church is seeking a 
part-time music pastor. Send resume to 
1385 Brush Creek Road, Springdale, AR 72762 
or email to linda.stacy@hughes.net.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Call 870-238-2230 or 870-208-5990.

Camp director/manager for Spring Lake 
Baptist Assembly Camp at Lonsdale, AR. Full-
time position. Send resumes to becqaz@
hotmail.com.

Seeking a full-time children’s minister 
with multiple years of experience. Degree pre-
ferred. Must be capable of planning and execut-
ing a weekly children’s ministry. Will coordinate 
with day-school director and preschool minister. 
Need to be a team player and must be capable 

of working with volunteers. Send resumes to: 
resumes@firstmarion.org or FBC Marion, PO 
Box 6, Marion, AR 72364.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado is seeking 
to hire an Associate Pastor for Students. 
This person is responsible for leading a com-
prehensive ministry to students in grades 7-12.   
• Plan and lead Wednesday evening worship 
service that reaches over 100 students and 
adults. • Identify, recruit and equip adult and 
student volunteers to serve in all areas of min-
istry. • Move students from the large crowd into 
small groups. • Equip parents to be the primary 
disciplers of their students. • Maintain a regular 
presence on school campuses. Interested candi-
dates can submit resumes to Senior Pastor, Jon-
athan Kelley: jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to 
leading a blended worship service. Resumes 
may be mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 
190, Bay, AR 72411 or submitted to www.
bayfbc.org.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Hot 

Springs, AR. Will work closely with senior pas-
tor to meet the needs of a growing church. Email 
resume to mwiles@cablelynx.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

MOBILE HOME PARTS: doors, skirt-
ing, bath tubs, windows, screens, faucets, 
showers, sinks, locks, roof coating, steps, 
range hoods, also portable building doors, 
shop doors, carport and portable building 
anchors…call 501-241-2032.

1997 46-passenger MCI bus for sale; 
great condition. Contact Clint Ritchie at 662-
763-8252 at FBC Yazoo City, MS.

I’m in search of stories of children ad-
opted from foster care by a Christian 
family and now grown adults working a full-
time job, have a stable family of their own, have 
a good relationship with their adopted family, 
active in a local church, and have a growing rela-
tionship with Christ. Email stories to shaneand-
planes@yahoo.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

2nd Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, is look-
ing for bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PO Box 1289, Siloam Springs, AR 
72761.

FBC Pencil Bluff, AR is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 70, Pencil Bluff, AR 71965, or email 
to donnarfranklin@gmail.com.

Keo Baptist is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Keo Baptist Church, P.O. Box 87, 
Keo, AR 72083.

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029, or email 
resumes to jrbreynolds@gmail.com.

Obituaries

Church life
Dallas Avenue Baptist 

Church in Mena will host a 
block party at 6 p.m. on July 
16 at McMillan Park in Mena 
and on July 23 at the church. 

Join the church family for 
food, fun and fellowship.

Temple Baptist Church in 
Fort Smith will hold revival 
services July 21-25, with evan-
gelist Ernie Perkins of Ernie 
Perkins Ministries in Edmond, 
Okla.

Sunday services are at 9:45 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. All other 
services are at 7 p.m. Everyone 
is invited to attend. 

Baptist life

Maggie Foreman has been 
named the recipient of the 
2017-18 Master’Singers Memo-
rial Scholarship by the Arkan-
sas Master’Singers.

On the move

Becker

Ben Lairamore is serv-
ing as pastor at First Baptist  
Church in Ozark.

Chad Meeks is serving as as-

sociate pastor at Cedar Heights 
Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock.

Gary Thomas, the cartoon-
ist for the Arkansas Baptist 
News, is serving as interim 
pastor of Woodland Baptist 
Church in Clarksville.

Matthew Collier is serving 
as pastor of New Hope Baptist 
Church in Pollard.

Joshua Babb is serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Centerton.

Babb, a native of Neosho, 
Mo., received a master of di-
vinity from Midwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary 
(MBTS) in 2016. 

Prior to coming to Arkan-
sas, he was a teaching assistant 
for two professors of Old Tes-

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
The South Arkansas Disas-

Foreman will be a junior at 
Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia this fall studying 
music and Christian studies.

She is a member of Second 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville.

The scholarship is awarded 
annually and designed to sup-
port a student who is prepar-
ing for some type of vocational 
music ministry. 

Funds for the scholarship 
are received in the form of 
memorial gifts and offerings 
at concerts presented by the 
Master’Singers throughout 
the year.

tament/Hebrew at MBTS.  
He and his wife, Melinda, a 

Gravette native, have two chil-
dren and are expecting a third. 

ter Relief Training (DR) event 
has been rescheduled for 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Aug. 5 at First 
Baptist Church, 501 N. Main 
St., Fordyce. 

Only new volunteers 
and volunteers requir-
ing an updated ID badge  
need to register.

There is no cost for current 
DR volunteers who attend to 
enhance their deployability by 
cross-training, to learn more in 
their preferred discipline, or 
just to be a part of the event.

For more information, con-
tact the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention mission team at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5249.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads to place 
a classified using our easy online form!
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2017.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Allen named wrestling head coach at Williams Baptist

BENTON – David Phelps, 
Dove and Grammy award-win-
ning recording artist, will per-
form in his Journey of Faith 
tour 7 p.m. Friday, July 28, at 
First Baptist Church, 211 S. 
Market St., Benton.

Phelps, who has a bach-
elor’s degree in music from 
Baylor University, is perhaps 
best known as being a part of 
the Gaither Vocal Band. He 
has performed at the White 
House, New York’s Carnegie 
Hall and the Sydney Opera 
House in Australia, among 
other venues worldwide.

The July 28 event, which is 
presented by Carpenter’s Son 
Productions, also includes 
female vocalist, Charlotte 
Ritchie, in addition to Phelps’ 
seven-piece musical entourage. 
Many songs to be featured are 
included on Phelps’ brand new 
release, “Hymnal,” in addition 
to Phelps’ rendition of cher-
ished gems of the faith such as 
“Amazing Grace,” “How Great 
Thou Art,” “In the Garden,” 
“Victory in Jesus” and “It Is 
Well with My Soul.”

More information is avail-
able by visiting phelpstickets.
com.

David Phelps, Dove and Grammy 
award-winning recording artist, will 
perform July 28 at First Baptist Church, 
Benton.

The Arkansas Baptist History Collection of Ouachita Baptist University’s Riley-
Hickingbotham Library has been honored with the Baptist History and Heritage 
Society’s 2017 Davis C. Woolley Award for Outstanding Achievement in Assessing 
and Preserving Baptist History.

Ouachita’s Arkansas Baptist collection
earns national Woolley library award
ARKADELPHIA – The Ar-
kansas Baptist History Collec-
tion of Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity’s Riley-Hickingbotham 
Library has been honored 
with the Baptist His-
tory and Heritage 
Society's 2017 Davis 
C. Woolley Award for 
Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Assessing and 
Preserving Baptist 
History.

The national award 
honors the work of 
Ouachita professor 
and archivist Wendy Richter 
and her staff who coordinated 
the special collections project. 
The award was announced 
during the Baptist History and 
Heritage Society's June 1-3 an-
nual conference in Augusta, 
Ga.

“It is indeed an honor to be 
recognized at the national level 
for our work to preserve and 
make available this part of our 
Arkansas Baptist heritage,” 
Richter said.

Ray Granade, director of 
library services and professor 
of history at Ouachita, said 
the award honors the ongoing 
partnership of Ouachita and 

Riley-Hickingbotham Library 
with Arkansas Baptists, reflect-
ing “our longstanding efforts 
to support the convention, its 
churches and its membership 

in maintaining aware-
ness of and informa-
tion to explain their 
history.”

Taffey Hall, direc-
tor and archivist of 
the Southern Baptist 
Historical Library 
and Archives, noted 

that the Ouachita col-
lection is of special 

interest for digitizing and mak-
ing available the pre-1920 asso-
ciation annuals and the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
annuals from 1848-1900. Hall 

said the awards committee af-
firmed that “these projects are 
rich resources for students of 
Arkansas Baptist history.”

Davis C. Woolley served 
as the second executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the former 
Historical Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
from 1959-71. In his honor, 
the commission established 
the Davis C. Woolley Award 
in 1991 to encourage creativity 
and excellence in state Baptist 
history programs, including all 
organizations involved in as-
sessing and preserving Baptist 
history.

For more information 
about Riley-Hickingbotham 
Library, visit obu.edu/library.

Richter

aCroSS arkanSaS

Allen

WALNUT RIDGE – Todd 
Allen has been named the 
new head coach of the Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC) 
wrestling program. 

Allen will take over a pro-
gram that finished in fourth 
place in the NAIA for the 
2016-17 season.

“Todd Allen is a great fit for 

Williams Baptist College and 
the ideal coach to lead our 
wrestling program. He 
has a strong record of 
success coaching at 
the college level and 
understands the mis-
sion of Williams.  We 
are very pleased to 
have him as the new 
head coach for the 
Eagles wrestling pro-
gram,” said Jeff Rider, 
WBC's director of athletics.

Allen will lead a WBC pro-
gram that has been highly suc-

cessful in its first three years of 
existence. It has produced six 

All-Americans and 
one national cham-
pion, as well as two 
American Midwest 
Conference team 
championships, and 
finished the year 
ranked in the NAIA 
Wrestling Coaches' 

Top 20 Poll in two of 
the three years. The 

program returns one national 
champion, as well as four All-
Americans, for the 2017-18 

season. Allen has coached one 
national champion, as well as 
11 All-American wrestlers.

A Kentucky native, Allen 
served in the Army National 
Guard during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation New 
Dawn, earning a Bronze Star 
for his service. 

Allen previously was head  
wrestling coach at Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadel-
phia.

 He is married to Kristin 
Allen, and they have three 
children.

Phelps to perform at FBC, Benton, July 28



July 13, 201718 

Pastor confident he’ll redeem ‘Annie’s Church’
BALTIMORE (BP) – Southern 
Baptist pastor Ryan Palmer is 
confident he’ll save his historic 
Seventh Metro Church from 
a developer attempting to buy 
the property for pennies on 
the dollar through a 
city auction.

Seventh Metro 
has historic signifi-
cance as the site of 
Southern Baptist 
missionary Annie 
Armstrong’s baptism 
in 1869, the church 
includes in its writ-
ten history. The late 
missionary is the namesake of 
the North American Mission 
Board’s annual Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering.

The City of Baltimore auc-
tioned the church in 2016 
through a contested system 
that allows the city to place 
tax liens on homes and busi-
nesses – including tax-exempt 
churches – to recover outstand-
ing water bills.

At issue for Seventh Metro 
are a $6,000 water bill and 
the tax lien auction proce-
dure, both of which Palmer is 
contesting. The bi-vocational 
pastor and practicing attor-
ney said the water bill has ac-
cumulated due to leaky pipes, 
and said the tax lien system is 
against the law.

“It is unconscionable 
that 20 people could incur a 
$6,000 water bill meeting two 
hours a week on 52 Sundays 
and midweek Bible study,” 
Palmer said. “We are not only 

contesting the water bill, but 
we are also contesting the un-
lawful practice that is going on 
here in Baltimore.

“According to the IRS code, 
a church is treated as a tax ex-

empt entity,” Palmer 
said. “A water bill is 
not a tax. An envi-
ronmental citation is 
not a tax. Therefore, 
it should be unlawful 
to convert a water bill 
or a citation into a tax 
lien and use the tax to 

take property from a 
nontaxable entity.”

In the meantime, a Cali-
fornia developer identified 
as Christopher Bryan has al-
ready bought the debt, and 
has bid $53,000 on the prop-
erty assessed at $1.4 million, 
the Baltimore Sun reported in 
May. Palmer is determined for 
the congregation to retain the 
property, commonly referred 
to as “Annie’s Church.” It was 
constructed in 1845 and re-
built after a 1919 fire.

“Truthfully,” Palmer said, 
“we have every confidence that 
we will be able to redeem the 
property.”

Palmer is working through 
public and governmental chan-
nels to raise funds, and said 
June 30 he was only $3,000 
away from the money he needs 
to satisfy the $6,000 debt, plus 
potential interest and legal 
fees. He has established a Go-
FundMe page, is accepting di-
rect gifts, and hopes to raise an 
additional $11,500 to repair 

leaky pipes and subsequent 
water damage.

“We are actively seeking 
public dollars and grants 
to assist us in our mission,” 
Palmer said. “Please keep us in 
prayer.”

Seventh Metro is one of 
several churches the City of 
Baltimore has auctioned for 
unpaid bills, the Baltimore Sun 
reported May 27. In the past 
three years the same Califor-
nia developer, Bryan, has 
purchased liens on at least 26 
predominantly African Ameri-
can churches through the city’s 
annual tax auction, the Sun 
said. In May, Bryan was pur-
suing foreclosure on at least 
six churches and had already 
taken ownership of one, the 
newspaper said.

Various property owners, 
city council members and state 
legislators have criticized the 
tax lien system as unfair, the 
Sun reported. The water billing 
system itself is problematic, ac-
cording to Baltimore-area news 
reports as early as five years 
ago.

After an audit revealed 
widespread billing errors, the 
city announced plans to issue 
$4.2 million in refunds to 
38,000 water customers, CBS 
Baltimore reported in March 
2012. At that time, 2,300 prop-
erty owners were at risk of los-
ing their homes, the CBS af-
filiate said. The city reportedly 
revamped its billing system, 
installed digital meters and in-
creased the number of meter 

Faith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

readers, but complaints have 
continued.

In a June 23 editorial in 
the Baltimore Sun, Maryland 
Delegate Mary L. Washing-
ton urged the city to discon-
tinue water bill tax sales and 
establish a water affordability 
program. While related bills 
Washington introduced in 
the most recent legislative ses-
sion failed, legislators created a 
Task Force on Tax Sales to ex-
amine the current system and 
create statewide reforms.

“Pushed by investors, laws 
have been created that have 
morphed tax sales into a pred-
atory system of debt collection 
where $350 water bill delin-
quencies turn into $5,500 

debts or more,” Washington 
wrote. “The most recent an-
nouncement by the city that 
rates will increase again this 
summer is especially disturb-
ing.”

Palmer is working with legis-
lators, churches and organiza-
tions to contest the water-bill-
based tax sales, he said.

He began leading Seventh 
Metro in 2003 when its mem-
bership had dwindled to 17. 
Membership rose to 50 early 
in his pastorate, but has fallen 
again as he struggles without 
support staff to minister to the 
community.

Amid the tax lien contro-
versy, Palmer continues to ex-
plore new avenues to make the 
church more relevant, and to 
utilize the church campus he 
describes as “in amazing con-
dition.”

“Although there are occa-
sional leaks in our aging slate 
roof, the bricks and mortar 
are outstanding,” Palmer said. 
“We are turning our attention 
to the partnering and program-
ming that need to take place 
after we redeem the property.”

He has assembled a team 
of community representatives 
outside the church member-
ship to advise him on using 
the campus to meet the needs 
of college students, artists and 
professionals. He’s planning a 
Centre City Arts Academy in 
cooperation with numerous 
groups including, he said, the 
Central Baltimore Partner-
ship, the Jubilee Baltimore 
neighborhood development 
group, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, the Maryland Institute 
College of Art, and the Uni-
versity of Baltimore.

“Johns Hopkins University 
and the Maryland Institute 
College of Art are in talks to 
resource the film and sound 
component,” Palmer said. 
“We are exploring local the-
atre companies to assist us 
with the box office, stage and 
theater training. Baltimore 
City’s Chapter of Youth with 
a Mission are exploring their 
partnership with us and bring-
ing in artists from across the 
world to teach. We already 
have a very strong writing com-
ponent. It’s really exciting!”

Palmer

Seventh Metro Church, the church 
where Annie Armstrong was baptized, 
will be saved, says current pastor Ryan 
Palmer.

Hobby Lobby to forfeit Bible artifacts, pay $3M fine
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. 
(BP) – Hobby Lobby Stores 
will forfeit thousands of im-
properly acquired ancient bib-
lical artifacts and pay a $3 mil-
lion fine in a civil settlement, 
the Department of Justice 
(DOJ) announced July 5.

The settlement closed a 
federal investigation of the 
store’s 2010 purchase and sub-
sequent importation of more 
than 5,500 artifacts from deal-
ers who did not disclose the 
items’ Iraqi origin. Hobby 
Lobby paid $1.6 million for 
the artifacts, including Assyr-

ian and Babylonian cuneiform 
tablets, bricks and clay bullae 
used in ancient writings and 
seals.

Hobby Lobby faces no crim-
inal liability, but in a corpo-
rate statement president Steve 
Green admitted to “regrettable 
mistakes” and “imprudently” 
relying on certain dealers and 
shippers. Hobby Lobby’s inex-
perience in acquiring such arti-
facts was a contributing factor 
in the ordeal, he said.

“We should have exercised 
more oversight and carefully 
questioned how the acquisi-

tions were handled,” Green 
said in a July 5 statement at 
newsroom.hobbylobby.com. 

“The Company was new to 
the world of acquiring these 
items, and did not fully ap-
preciate the complexities of 
the acquisitions process. This 
resulted in some regrettable 
mistakes. The Company im-
prudently relied on dealers 
and shippers who, in hind-
sight, did not understand the 
correct way to document and 
ship these items.”

Hobby Lobby must also in-
stitute new policies and proce-

dures to ensure such mistakes 
do not reoccur, the DOJ said.

None of the forfeited arti-
facts were included in the mas-
sive Green Collection at the 
Museum of the Bible sched-
uled to open in November in 
Washington, D.C., the muse-
um said July 6.

“The Museum of the Bible 
was not a party to either the 
investigation or the settlement. 
None of the artifacts identified 
in the settlement are part of 
the Museum’s collection, nor 
have they ever been,” the mu-
seum said in a statement.
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When I was a child I remember won-
dering how pastors could keep preach-
ing from the Bible every week. 

I knew the Bible was important and 
I knew it was pretty thick, but I also 
saw my Mom and Dad read other thick 
books in the mat-
ter of a few days or 
weeks. How could 
the Bible contain 
enough information 
that it could be con-
tinually returned to 
without exhausting 
its value?

As I grew up I began to 
learn, and I am still learn-
ing to this day, how very 
vast the Scriptures are. 
The Bible as we know it 
is made up of 66 books 
in two testaments, the old 
and new. But it is much 
more than words on a 
page, it contains the re-
vealed Word of God to 
humanity.

Even if we can boil the 
Bible down to a certain group of writ-
ings, the truth it contains is much more 
than the sum of its structure. It is God’s 
Word, along with the Holy Spirit, that 
God uses to speak to His people. This is 
how men and woman have been able to 
stuy the Scriptures intently for centuries 

without exhausting its depths. Its truth 
points to the all sufficient God of the 
universe.

Studies show that many men and 
women respect the Bible but fail to 
read it (see article page 4). Most Chris-

tians have read 
the Bible but few 
have read it in its 
entirely. Nineteen 
percent of people 
in a recent Life-
Way Research sur-
vey said that when 
they read the Bible 

they usually re-read their 
favorite parts over and 
over. While we should 
attempt to study all of 
Bible, repetition is an im-
portant concept within 
Scirpture.

In Psalm 136, the 
psalmist uses repetition 
throughout the passage. 
The line, “for his stead-
fast love endures for-
ever,” is repeated follow-

ing statements regarding the nature of 
God and His faithfulness in each of the 
chapter’s 26 verses.

Even when reading biblical passages 
that we have read numerous times, or 
even memorized, God’s Word never 
ceases to shine His love into our lives.

biblical characters and those of us liv-
ing today.

In John 18:15-18, 25-27, we read 
about Peter’s denials of Jesus.

Its easy to see the apostles as 
somehow immune to human nature 

because they en-
countered, and 
personally knew, 
Jesus in bodily 
form. But Scrip-
ture’s account of 
their activities 
paints and differ-
ent picture.

The fact that Peter, 
who’s confession that 
Jesus is the son of God 
would be the “rock” 
on which the church 
was built, and who was 
Jesus’ personal friend 
during His ministry on 
earth, denies Christ 
multiple times in this 
passage is amazing. It 
points to the truth that 
the apostles struggled 

with a sinful nature just as we do 
today.

In John 21:15-19 Jesus asks Peter if 
he loves Him. Peter responds that he 
does three times. Even after his deni-
al, Jesus doesn’t question Peter’s faith 
but simply says, “feed my sheep”.

The sheer weight of sinful nature is an 
amazing thing to grasp. 

Sin is definied by Merriam-Webster 
as being, “an offense against religious or 
moral law”. I have often thought of it as 
any time a human 
lives according to 
his or her own will 
instead of God’s 
commands and 
law. 

There are spe-
cific activities that 
God calls sin, but I also 
believe that the heart of 
the issue is the human 
heart. Certain activities 
and actions may be sin-
ful but there are plenty 
of times that we sin while 
doing seemingly unsinful 
activites. This is because 
we do them in a way that 
does not honor God. As 
Christians, we are no lon-
ger slaves to sin. We are 
slaves to righteousness, 
but it is still the responsibility of the be-
liever to die to his or her sin daily, and 
follow Christ (Luke 9:23, ESV).

Christians have a personal relation-
ship with the God of the universe and 
forgiveness of sins but getting saved does 
not exstinguish one’s sinful nature. In a 
recent commencement address at Boyce 

College, the undergraduate college of 
The Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, in Louisville, Ky., John Piper iden-
titfied this battle between a believer’s 
new identity in Christ and his or her 

sinful nature as  
“sacred schizo-
phrenia.”

Because of the 
fact that we main-
tain our sinful na-
ture after salvation 
and until we go to 

be with the Lord, there 
will always be temptations 
to leave the right path for 
the wrong one.

Psalm 146 begins with a 
statement of praise to the 
Lord but quickly reminds 
us to steer clear of false 
teachers and leaders who 
will try and lead us astray 
in this life, “Put not your 
trust in princes in a son of 
man, in whom there is no 
salvation.When his breath 

departs, he returns to the earth; on that 
very day his plans perish” (Psa. 146:3-4, 
ESV).

The psalmist goes on to write that the 
God is the creator of everything  and the 
savior of humanity. He executes justice, 
frees prisoners, gives sight to the blind 
and believers will live with Him forever!

In Exodus 3:11-12 and 4:10-17 we 
read a conversation between God and 
one of the Bible’s most well-known fig-
ures – Moses.

When most people think of Moses 
they probably 
picture a strongly-
built elderly man  
with a long flow-
ing gray beard 
who looks a lot 
like Charlton 
Heston. However, 
in this passage we en-
counter Moses before he 
makes his way to Pharoah 
and does such incredible 
things as parting the Red 
Sea. 

In these passages we 
encouter an insecure  
Moses that does not be-
lieve he is the right man 
for the job which God is 
calling him to.

“But Moses said to 
God, ‘Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
children of Israel out of Egypt?” (Ex. 
3:11, ESV)

However, God assures Moses, telling 
him that He will be with Him on His 
quest and that his bringing the Israel-
ites out of Egypt will be a sign that God 
himself was the one who sent him.

Even after God assures Moses that 
He will accompany him along his jour-
ney, Moses is still unconvinced that he 
contains the skills and abilities neces-
sary to accomplish the task God is call-

ing him to com-
plete.

“But Moses 
said to the Lord, 
‘Oh, my Lord, I 
am not eloquent, 
either in the past 
or since you have 

spoken to your servant, 
but I am slow of speech 
and of tongue.’ Then 
the Lord said to him, 
“Who has made man’s 
mouth? Who makes him 
mute, or deaf, or seeing, 
or blind? Is it not I, the 
Lord? Now therefore go, 
and I will be with your 
mouth and teach you 
what you shall speak.” 
(Ex. 4:10-12, ESV)

God then grants 
Moses’ request to have Aaron, his 
brother, acompany him to Egypt and 
speak on his behalf to Pharoah. Even 
though Moses’ lack of faith angered 
God, He granted him his request and 
worked through Mose’s weaknesses, 
freeing the Israelites and providing an 
example of His love for His people.

Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

His love
Psalm 136:1-5,10-15, 23-26 
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Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

One of the most challenging aspects 
of reading the Bible is understand-
ing certain passages in their complete 
context.

Every piece of literature ever writ-
ten is in some way a product of 
its time and 
Scripture is no 
exception. While 
Scripture is time-
less and contains 
God’s revealed 
word to human-
ity, God chose to 
reveal it through 
humanity and therefore, 
its presentation is full of 
references to culture, so-
ciety, politics and current 
events. 

Just as a modern day 
reader of Shakespeare 
might find the text diffi-
cult to understand upon 
first reading it due to dif-
ferences in language, era-
specific references, etc., 
the same often goes for 
Scripture upon cursory examination.

However, even though the stories of 
the New Testament took place around 
2,000 years ago, and the Old Testa-
ment ones hundreds to thousands of 
years before that, I have always been 
amazed at the commonalities between 

A fresh start
John 18:15-18, 25-27; 21:15-19
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His faithfulness
Psalm 146:1-10 
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Objections Overruled
Exodus 3:11-12; 4:10-17
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