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CORDOVA, Tenn. (BP) – 
Tennessee pastor Steve Gaines, 
58, is expected to be a nomi-
nee for president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
when messengers meet in St. 
Louis later this year.

Gaines' nomination is the 
second to be 
a n n o u n c e d 
for the SBC 
Annual Meet-
ing .  J .D. 
Greear's nom-
ination was 
a n n o u n c e d 
March 2. 
Greear, 42, is 
pastor of The 

Summit Church in Raleigh-
Durham, N.C.

Georgia Pastor Johnny Hunt 
said March 9 that he plans to 
nominate Gaines, who has pas-
tored Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Cordova, Tenn., for the past 
11 years.

"Steve struggled with this 
nomination as he has always 
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650 ATTEND ‘INSPIRE’ EVENT – Shari Edwards, of Genesis Girls Ministry and a 
member of Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock, leads a breakout session dur-
ing the Inspire Women’s Conference March 12. Her session was titled, “Dear Moms: 
In Christ, You Are ENOUGH!”  Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Viola church’s heart breaks for community at Easter 

Cowboy churches 
reach NM Indians
Caleb Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. – 
Historically, cowboys and In-
dians don’t always get along. 
However, Arkansas Baptist 
cowboy church members re-
cently broke cultural barriers 
by ministering to 
Native Americans in 
New Mexico.

Brian Adair, an 
Arkansas Baptist 
church planter and 
pastor of Cross Point 
Cowboy Church in 
Nashville, said that 
he first began work-
ing with the Navajo 
people two years ago 
when he was pastor of 
Circle Cross Cowboy 
Church, Glenwood.

“Two years ago … we (Circle 
Cross Cowboy Church) took 
13 cords of wood out to the 
Navajos because they had the 
forest fires and everything and 
their main source of heat is 
wood,” said Adair. “We (Cross 
Point Cowboy Church) went 

Caleb Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

VIOLA – “When you preach, 
sometimes you don’t know 
what is going to happen,” said 
Dennis Wilkins, interim as-
sociational missionary for the 
North Pulaski Baptist Associa-
tion.

On Feb. 28, Wilkins 
preached First Baptist Church, 
Viola’s “Seek His Face Day of 
Prayer” Sunday morning ser-

vice. The event was intended 
to prepare the hearts of First 
Baptist’s congregation 
to prayer walk and 
prayer drive throughout 
their community.

Wilkins said there 
was a special time dur-
ing the service in which 
church members came 
forward and picked up 
maps of different areas 
located around the 
church. In all, 28 maps were 

claimed, and they represented 
all of the homes located within 

a seven-mile radius of 
First Baptist.

“I charged them 
and got them to agree 
with what they were 
about to go do, and 
then I turned around 
to the congregation 
and had the congrega-
tion stand and they 
also agreed to pray for 

these people while they were 

out,” said Wilkins. “We had 
a wonderful prayer to com-
mission those that were going 
out.”

According to First Baptist 
Pastor Larry Ring, who also 
serves as associational mis-
sionary for the Big Creek Bap-
tist Association (BCBA), the 
church began prayer walking 
prior to their Easter celebra-
tion a few years ago in part 
to cooperate with an Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention See EASTER page 3

back this past year with nine 
cords.”

Adair said that during 
their trip to New Mexico in 
October, he and members of 
Cross Point Cowboy Church 
came in contact with Tim 
Tsoodle, a Native American 
pastor based in Albuquerque. 

Tsoodle works with 
the Navajo people 
whom Cross Point 
had come to help. 
During their visit, 
Tsoodle told Adair 
and the members 
of Cross Point that 
if they felt God 
leading them to go, 
there were Pueblo 
villages that had 

been closed to outsid-
ers for nearly 60 years.

“We were able to go. When 
we went the first time, we took 
I think 1,000 pounds of rice 
and beans, coats, blankets and 
things like that,” said Adair. 
“We went to that reservation. 
They have 2,500 on that one 

See INDIANS page 7

Ring

(ABSC)-wide prayer initiative.
Ring said the Easter cel-

ebration, held on the Saturday 
prior to Easter Sunday, has 
grown and is now held at Viola 
High School and includes an 
Easter egg hunt with thou-
sands of eggs; BCBA’s block 
party trailer, which features 
games for children; free food; 
drawings for bicycles; door 
prizes; live entertainment, and 

Bellevue’s 
Gaines to be
SBC nominee

 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for  
your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Adair

Gaines

See GAINES page 6
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Union Univ. professor 
running for Congress

 
JACKSON, Tenn. – Hunt-
er Baker, 45, a political sci-
ence professor at Union 
University in Jackson, 
Tenn., announced March 
7 he is seeking Tennessee’s 
Eighth District seat in 
west Tennessee. He joins a 
crowded field in a Repub-
lican primary race opened 
up by the unexpected de-
cision by three-term Rep. 
Stephen Fincher to not 
run again in 2016, Baptist 
News Global reported. 
Baker said he is running 
for Congress, in part, on 
a platform of religious 
liberty concerns he says 
emerged after last year’s 
Supreme Court ruling 
legalizing same-sex mar-
riage. “Religious liberty 
is already under attack, 
as Christians in the wed-
ding trades are discover-
ing, but see also nonprofit 
organizations such as the 
Catholic Little Sisters of 
the Poor,” he said in a 
blog announcing his bid 
for public office. “With-
out a vigorous defense, 
it is entirely possible that 
orthodox Christian orga-
nizations will be severely 
marginalized as part of the 
nonprofit sector in Ameri-
can life.”

Use of ‘Creator’ in 
journal sparks debate
ASHEVILLE, N.C. (BP) 
– The scientific journal 
PLOS ONE has retracted 
an article about the com-
plexity of the human 
hand after receiving 
backlash to the authors’ 
use of the word “Cre-
ator.” “Hand coordina-
tion should indicate the 
mystery of the Creator’s 
invention,” research-
ers wrote for the online, 
peer-reviewed journal, in 
January. The article also 
stated, “The mechanical 
architecture is the proper 
design by the Creator for 
dexterous performance of 
numerous functions.”

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

650 ‘inspired’ to stand against darkness
Jessica Vanderpool

Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – “God did 
not call us to be weak, wimpy 
women. He called us to be 
bold warriors who are not 
scared to go out there and 
fight back against darkness,” 
Rachel Lovingood told about 
650 women gathered for the 
third annual Inspire Women’s 
Conference, encouraging the 
women to join together in 
their effort to stand against 
darkness.

The conference, held March 
12 at First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, has doubled since 
it began with 300 attendees in 
2014. 

Lovingood, women’s minis-
try speaker and author, served 
as keynote speaker at the 
conference, which was a Co-
operative Program ministry 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and 
church health team. The one-
day event, designed for women 
of all ages and life stages, fo-
cused on the theme Strong 
Faith. The focal passage was 
Colossians 2:7.

“I really felt impressed that 
we need to challenge ourselves 
today to move beyond just the 
word ‘inspired’ and to start to 
live inspired,” Lovingood said 
in her last sessions. 

She encouraged women to 
make spiritual growth a prior-
ity, take opportunities to share 
the gospel, remember the rea-
son for sharing their faith and 
engage in the battle.

“We spend too much time 
pretending like there’s not an 
enemy and playing defense,” 
she told the crowd. “When we 
are talking about the spiritual 
battle that is going on around 
us, here’s what we need to re-
member: The best defense is 
a good offense, and the best 
offense is to be passionately 
in love with Jesus Christ, to 
love God with all of our heart, 
soul, mind and strength and 
love our neighbor as ourselves 
– enough that I care to share 
my faith with them.”

In addition to hearing from 
Lovingood, women fellow-
shipped together, attended 
breakout sessions, heard from 
an International Mission 
Board missionary about her 
work overseas, took part in a 
ministry project and were led 
in worship by husband-and-
wife duo Cory and Stepha-

nie Epps, from First Baptist 
Church, Rogers.

“I’ve had a wonderful time. 
Every session I’ve been in has 
been a blessing – a total bless-
ing,” said Sheila Booth, of 
New Song Baptist Church in 
Williford, who attended with 
her adult daughter, Taylor 
Mead.

Mead added, “I’ve really 
enjoyed it. It’s very informa-
tive, and it really does help. 
Everything I heard today I re-
ally needed to probably hear. 
So God has His way.”

Booth said one of the ses-
sions they attended had to do 
with raising children to love 
God, which was applicable for 
both her and her daughter. 
Booth explained that she still 
has a 10-year-old child at home 
and Mead is pregnant with her 
grandchild. 

Breakout sessions included  
“21 Irrefutable Laws of Lead-
ership,” “S.E.C.U.R.E. in 
Him,” “Still Yielding Fruit in 
Old Age,” “The Use of Social 
Media in Life and Ministry,” 
“Inspiration for When Life’s 
Storms Are Raging,” “What 
Every Husband Needs” and 
more. The sessions were led 
by Arkansas Baptist women, 
in addition to Lovingood and 
Karen Alexander Doyel, Life-
Way Ministry Multiplier from 
Tennessee.

“I thought they had a very 
good variety of classes to at-
tend. I wish I could have … 
gone to more of them, but 
you have a limit time-wise. But 

they have a very good variety 
of speakers,” said Donna Mc-
Gowan, from Oak Grove Bap-
tist Church in White Hall. 

This was McGowan’s sec-
ond time to attend Inspire. 
She noted that she really liked 
last year’s keynote speaker – 
Debbie Stuart, of Hope for 
the Heart – and decided to 
come again this year, this time 
bringing her mother. In addi-
tion to the breakout sessions, 
McGowan said she enjoyed 
hearing from Lovingood and 
enjoyed the fellowship the 
event provided.

For the ministry project, 
women brought supplies for 
the residents of Tetelestai 
House, a ministry that helps 
women who have been incar-
cerated become productive 
citizens and find new life in 
Christ.

“Inspire 2016 was such a 
blessing to the women of Ar-
kansas,” said Andrea Lennon, 
the ABSC’s women’s ministry 
specialist. “Women were chal-
lenged to live out a strong faith 
in their daily lives. From the 
moment the conference began 
to the moment it concluded, 
everyone knew that God was 
working in a powerful way. 
I am so thankful for each 
woman who came!”

For more information on 
how churches can get involved 
in women’s ministry, visit 
absc.org/women or email Len-
non at alennon@absc.org.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

ABN Day of Prayer 
across state May 15
MAY 15 has been desig-
nated as the official 2016 
Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Day of Prayer.

Arkansas Baptists are 
encouraged to pray during 
the month of May for the 
work of their state Bap-
tist newspaper, as well as 
for the work being done 
through the ministry of 
Arkansas Baptist churches 
and institutions.

“The ABN staff and 
board of directors always 
covet your prayers as we 
seek to tell how God is 
at work in our state, and 
we also want to highlight 
the work being done by 
Arkansas Baptists for the 
kingdom of God,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN edi-
tor/executive director.

The focal Scripture pas-
sage of this year’s Day of 
Prayer is 1 Timothy 2:1-2 
(HCSB): “First of all, 
then, I urge that petitions, 
prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, for kings and all 
those who are in author-
ity, so that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in 
all godliness and dignity.”

Visit arkansasbaptist.
org for additional infor-
mation.

Speaker and author Rachel Lovingood (right), along with volunteers from the audience, demonstrate joining together to push 
back darkness at the Inspire Women’s Conference held at First Baptist Church, Little Rock. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool
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Baylor settles dispute 
with alumni association
 
WACO, Texas – Baylor 
University has settled a 
long-standing dispute 
with its 157-year-old Bay-
lor Alumni Association 
March 9. According to a 
report by Baptist News 
Global, Baylor sued the 
alumni association in 
2014 for trademark in-
fringement stemming 
from a dispute that began 
in 2009 when members 
objected to a request by 
the university that the 
group surrender its in-
dependence and come 
under control of the 
administration. Under 
terms of the settlement in 
McLennan County Dis-
trict Court, Baylor agrees 
to pay the Baylor Alumni 
Association $2 million, it 
was reported. The alumni 
association is expected 
to continue under a new 
name, and will continue 
to publish the Baylor Line, 
a magazine dating back to 
1946, with even greater 
editorial control and op-
erational independence, 
Baptist News Global re-
ported.

‘Cultural engagement’ 
to be addressed by ERLC

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Gospel-centered cul-
tural engagement will be 
the theme of the third na-
tional Onward conference 
sponsored by the South-
ern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Com-
mission Aug. 25-26 at the 
Gaylord Opryland Resort 
and Convention Center 
in Nashville, Tenn. The 
event will focus on help-
ing Christians apply the 
gospel of Jesus to interac-
tion with various aspects 
of a culture that is grow-
ing increasingly hostile 
to that message while 
remaining faithful to the 
Bible. The main sessions 
of the conference will be 
live-streamed at erlc.com.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST WINS 4A TITLE – Arkansas Baptist High School (Baptist Prep) players celebrate winning the Class 
4A Boys basketball state championship game March 10 in Hot Springs. Cory McGonigal scored 17 points on 6-of-8 shooting 
as the high school won its first state title since 2009 with a 61-54 victory over Malvern. Brothers Connor and Brandon Vanover 
added a combined 24 points for the Eagles, who won their fourth title overall. Brandon Vanover, a 7-foot senior, had 14 points, 
while 7-foot-2-inch sophomore Connor Vanover scored 10. Arkansas Baptist finished 26-8 on the season. Photo by Jack Edwards

continued from page one

EASTER
a gospel presentation.

Ring said that the church 
begins prayer walking and 
prayer driving about four 
weeks before Easter Sunday 
as an outreach to their com-
munity and in order to invite 
community members to their 
Easter celebration and Easter 
Sunday service.

“During our special day of 
prayer, all of the children in 
our children’s department par-
ticipated; they prayer walked 
the entire church plant, facili-
ties and property. All of our 
youth were taken by our youth 
director by bus to the school, 
and they prayer walked the en-
tire school property and all the 
city streets,” said Ring. 

“So our youth, our children 
and senior adults all partici-
pated. It was totally compre-
hensive. We had everything 
from women carrying babies 
to those that couldn’t drive 

but could ride in a vehicle. We 
made it available to everybody, 
and we had participation by 
every age that you could think 
of,” he said.

This year, moved by the call 
to prayer issued by Ronnie 
Floyd, pastor of Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas and 
president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, Ring led First 
Baptist to further emphasize 
the prayer aspect of their out-
reach during the Easter season.

“As my heart started mov-
ing in that direction, I started 
thinking about having a spe-
cial prayer Sunday,” said Ring. 
“Bro. Dennis led us in a com-
missioning service, not unlike 
a missionary commissioning 
service, where the church com-
missioned the prayer walkers 
and prayer drivers to go out.”

“We had decided to come 
back that Sunday with kind 
of a praise time, a time of cel-
ebration for the special day of 
prayer. … As we went through 
this special fellowship service, 
their was a brokenness, weep-
ing and testimony,” said Ring. 

“It was just an amazing 
thing to be there that night, 
and I was so glad that it wasn’t 
a celebration time but more 
of a broken heart for the com-
munity and broken heart for 
the people of the church that 
might be out of fellowship or 

out of church or the lostness 
of our community,” said Ring. 
“That really just set us ablaze 
here, and we just thank God 
for that.”

“I wish I was there for that 
6 o’clock service that evening. 
It would have been good to 
see that. … He (Ring) said he 
had three men reading Scrip-
ture and that they couldn’t 
get through their Scripture 
without breaking down,” said 
Wilkins. 

“I said (to Ring), ‘The Holy 
Spirit must have showed up, 
huh?’” said Wilkins.

“I think pastor Ring showed 
extraordinary leadership in 
leading his church to do this. 
I’m not part of the story. He is, 
the church is and God is, but I 
was happy to be along for the 
ride,” said Wilkins. 

“I just hope and pray that 
we have more pastors that 
would take that type of leader-
ship – leading their churches 
to pray for their community,” 
he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

A boy holds a Bible given out during 
one of First Baptist Church, Viola’s com-
munity Easter events.

DR to aid south Arkansas flood victims
ARKANSAS BAPTIST disas-
ter relief (DR) teams are set to 
deploy to aid victims of flood-
ing in the southern part of the 
state.

According to Randy Gar-
rett, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) disaster 
relief director, teams from 
across Arkansas will begin de-
ploying March 21. The teams 
will be staging from Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, Dermott, and 
First Baptist Church, Crossett.

A team from Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas and the 
Northwest Baptist Association 
in Bentonville will deploy to 
Dermott. Other teams will 
also be deploying, but which 
teams will be participating is 
yet to be determined.

“Some of the homes are 
flooded with as much as 30 
inches of water. ... There are 
about 200 homes in Dermott 
and 200 homes in Crossett 
that have been affected by 
flooding,” said Garrett. “The 
teams will be deployed at 
least two weeks and possibly  
longer.”

Arkansas Baptist churches 
were among the first respond-
ers and worked with the Amer-
ican Red Cross to assist people 
displaced by flooding caused 
by the recent heavy rains.

First Baptist Church,  
McGehee, and North Cros-
sett First Baptist Church, 
Crossett, established emer-
gency shelters in coordina-
tion with the American Red 
Cross as a result of flooding,  
KATV reported.

The emergency shelters are 
providing people affected by 
the flooding food and a place 
to sleep.

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son issued disaster declara-
tions for 16 counties in Arkan-
sas relating to flooding and 

tornadoes, they are: Arkansas, 
Ashley, Bradley, Calhoun, Chi-
cot, Cleveland, Desha, Drew, 
Jefferson, Lincoln, Monroe, 
Ouachita, Phillips, Scott, Co-
lumbia and Prairie.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org for 
additional updates DR efforts.
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“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

manage ten people.”
1. synonyms: brag, crow, swag-

ger, swank, gloat, show off.
As the Lord delays His 

return and human history 
marches on, it seems to me 
that man has less and less to 

actually boast 
about.

Look 
around us. 
There is chaos 
around the 

globe. Financial markets are 
flimsy. Politicians and leaders 
are corrupt and self-serving. 
The environment is being 
ravaged. Wars and rumors of 
wars are rampant.

Yep, we humans have kind 
of made a mess of things in 
this old world for sure!

So just what do we have to 
boast about? As believers, it 
seems to me that we should 

H 
uman beings are a 
proud lot.

It seems not a day passes in 
my life that I either catch my-
self boasting about something 
or hear someone else boast.

We boast about our posi-
tion in life, 
our houses, 
our cars, our 
accomplish-
ments, the 
success of our 
chosen sports teams – the list 
seems endless.

Boasting is a part of human 
nature, I guess, which of 
course has its origin in the fall 
of man.

A quick Google search 
returns this definition of 
“boast”: “Talk with excessive 
pride and self-satisfaction about 
one’s achievements, possessions, 
or abilities.” Ted used to boast, “I 

If we must boast, let’s boast of His amazing grace!
strive to live just the opposite 
of boasting about what we 
have, what we do or who we 
are – or for what we are not!

It seems to me that the only 
real boast that we have – or 
should have – is that we are 
extended grace by the Creator 
of the universe.

With Easter upon us, it is 
time that we focus on the only 
boast that has truth and mean-
ing – that of the Resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

As Christians, I think we 
sometimes forget just how mi-
raculous the coming of Jesus 
was! 

Think of it. The God and 
Creator of all things saw fit to 
rescue us from ourselves – and 
our boasting – by sending His 
one and only Son to save us 
from eternal destruction. 

God could have chosen not 
to do that and with the wave 
of His finger ended it all, but 
He didn’t – He gave us a path-
way to salvation. This  Easter 

it’s time we quit being so 
proud of ourselves and boast 
to others of His amazing grace!

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Critical abortion case up for Supreme Court consideration
T exas House Bill 2 

(HB2), which became 
law in 2013, established stan-
dards for that state’s abortion 
clinics. Among those were 
measures to guarantee qual-
ity of care, cleanliness, safety, 
proper laboratory services 
and adequate staffing – the 
same kind of 
ambulatory 
surgical center 
requirements 
common to 
most outpa-
tient facilities. 
The new law also requires that 
abortionists have admitting 
privileges at a hospital within 
30 miles of the clinic where 
they perform the procedure.  

A Texas abortion clinic 
challenged HB2 in federal 
court, alleging that the law 
did not address legitimate 
medical concerns, was costly 

and interfered with women’s 
health by unduly limiting 
and restricting access to abor-
tion. The federal circuit court 
in New Orleans denied the 
abortion clinic’s claims and 
upheld the constitutionality 
of HB2.

As expected, the clinic ap-
pealed the 
lower court’s 
decision to 
the Supreme 
Court. Re-
cently, the 
eight justices 

on the high court heard oral 
arguments on the case (a de-
cision is expected in June). 
Nine is the full complement 
of justices on the court, but 
Justice Antonin Scalia’s death 
left the court short-handed 
and his seat has not been 
filled yet. Scalia’s death left 
essentially a split on the court 

– four liberal justices and 
four conservatives. However, 
one of the conservatives on 
the court, Justice Kennedy, 
is often a swing vote, joining 
the liberal bank of justices on 
some decisions.

Justice Kennedy’s 
vote is most certainly 
the key to the decision 
in this very important 
case. If he chooses to 
join the conservative 
justices, the vote will 
most likely be 4-4. 
Such a tie would have 
the effect of upholding 
the lower court’s deci-
sion, which in turn 
would serve to validate 
HB2 and force abor-
tion clinics and abor-
tionists in Texas to meet the 
more stringent requirements 
– all which would operate le-
gitimately to protect women’s 

health and well-being. Those 
clinics and doctors who could 
not meet the higher standards 
would have to cease their op-
erations.

While pro-lifers applaud 

measures like HB2, it is 
important to point out that 
their support is about more 
than just reducing the num-

ber of abortions or slowing 
the proliferation of abortion 
clinics. It is about equity, fair-
ness and a level playing field. 
This is the question I pose to 
the pro-death champions of 

unrestricted abortion 
for any reason and 
at any point in the 
gestational age of un-
born children: “Why 
should abortion clin-
ics and abortionists 
be allowed to oper-
ate under a double 
standard – shouldn’t 
they have to meet 
the same medical re-
quirements to protect 
patients’ health that 
every other health 
care provider must 

follow?”
Larry Page is executive director 

of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.
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Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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Slow and steady
T 

he arrival of spring weather indicates that it’s time to 
get back to working in our yard. Since moving into 

our house last summer, we have been slowly tackling the 
overgrowth on our property. And, little by little through-
out the process, quite the burn pile has accumulated.

We have set the pile on fire several 
times as it has grown, but typically only a 
small portion of it burns before the fire 
dies. The brush is green and still clinging 
to its life-giving sap. Burning down the 
pile will be slow work. 

Other factors slow our progress even more. Spring rains 
soak the pile now and then. Our schedule affects how 
often we can get outside to work on 
it. And adding branches as we con-
tinue to trim overgrown bushes often 
causes the pile to grow faster than it 
burns. 

Considering the size of our back-
yard, though, if we were to succeed 
in burning our brush pile all at once, 
we would have a dangerously large 
fire on our hands. I won’t deny that 
the lack of progress gets discouraging 
at times. But, little by little is best. 

Does that sound like life? We feel 
like we make a little progress, only to 
look up and discover just how much 
of the “pile” remains before us. We 
begin to wonder if we’ll ever get it 
done. But, were we to see massive, 
quick progress, what casualties would 
there be? What learning or growth 
would we miss? What needy hearts 

would be bypassed in the process? What fellowship would 
be skipped simply because we did not stop to watch today’s 
fire burn? 

Most importantly, though, what opportunities to glorify 
God would disappear in the massive flames? 

Often, it is perseverance in the slow and 
steady that points people to God. It is peace 
in an extended challenge or patience in the 
little details that causes others to seek the 
Source of our strength. Through each hard-
earned step of progress, through each day of 

perseverance and through each choice of patience over giv-
ing up, we bring visible glory to God. 

And that, my friends, is actually the 
truth of the whole matter. We weren’t 
made to conquer mountains or triumph 
over obstacles. Those are simply tools 
for the bigger purpose – the glorification 
of God through our relationships with 
others. 

Ultimately, it’s not about succeeding 
in the destruction of our burn piles. 
It’s about how we handle the slow and 
steady process. When we glorify God 
with today’s little bit of burning, we have 
succeeded already. 

Are you discouraged by your pile 
today? Instead of noticing how slowly it 
is burning, pay attention to how God 
is being glorified in the process. Even if 
the pile never disappears, you have suc-
ceeded. What a glorious reality! 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End 
Baptist Church in Hensley.

I 
n his Letters, the Apostle Paul 
urged the Corinthian church 

to be careful as they were being 
transformed through God’s grace 
(2 Cor. 5:17). Because Corinth 
was a cosmopolitan and immoral 
city, they needed spiritual support 
from mature Christians.   

Disrupting his theme on suffer-
ing, and through the use of oppo-
sites (righteousness/wickedness, 
light/darkness, Christ/Satan, 
Temple of God/idols), Paul made 
it clear that these Corinthian 
believers were not to associate 
with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14-
18). Instead, they were to remain 
holy out of reverence for God (2 
Cor. 7:1). Since the first century, 
Christians have sought for ways to 
apply Paul’s message in their lives.  

H. Richard Niebuhr’s book 
“Christ and Culture” details 
the five historic ways the church 
has interacted with the world: 
“Christ against Culture” (a with-
drawal from society), “Christ of 
Culture” (an assimilation with 
society), “Christ above Culture” 
(creating a “Christian” counter-
culture), “Christ and Culture in 
Paradox” (a citizen of two worlds, 
not at peace with either one) and 
“Christ transforming Culture” 
(becoming a positive, redemptive 
influence within society).

Paul did not want the church to 
avoid all contact with the world. 
After all, Paul was a tentmaker 
who reasoned with others about 
Christ, both in the marketplace 
and the synagogue. Instead, he 
believed the Corinthian believers 
were too spiritually immature to 
influence unbelievers.  The un-
believers, however, might have a 
negative influence on them.

When individuals fight sub-
stance abuse, they must complete-
ly leave the culture in which they 
were a part, never to return. Sobri-
ety can only survive if the addict 
severs ties with his or her former 
world. Likewise, steady Christian 
growth can only happen when 
believers remove themselves from 
their old ways of life. As God 
transforms them into healthy, ma-
ture believers, they can begin to 
transform culture.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What does Paul mean by, 
“Do not be yoked together 
with unbelievers”?

‘I can’t find a church that believes like I do’
A 

gentleman in my church shared with me about a 
conversation he had recently with a young man 

regarding “going to church.” A few minutes into the con-
versation the young man had said, “Well, I just can’t find a 
church that believes like I do.” 

The gentleman and I both found the statement perplex-
ing, presumptuous and kind of funny. It was perplexing 
because it was so far removed from our “churchgoing 
worldview.” It seemed presumptuous because we, as Bible-
believing Christians, understand that Truth and reality are 
established by God and are not up for 
debate. We found it funny because it 
was so perplexing and presumptuous. 
But, if we are honest, he and I were 
both presumptuous and quick to as-
sume that we understood what he was 
really trying to say.

Because of our worldview, we understood him to say: (1) 
I know the Truth of God. (2) Most people don’t know the 
Truth of God like I do. (3) I know more than any pastor or 
church leader in this metro area. (4) People need to believe 
like I do.

But what was he really saying? Since I was not there for 
the conversation, it leaves me with a very limited under-
standing. However, if this young man is like 66 percent of 
his American millennial generation, I believe I can deci-
pher his belief system – a belief system that is largely not 
understood by the vast majority of Baptists over the age of 
40 – and understand what he was really trying to commu-
nicate.

As a whole, millennials are much more concerned with 
the “expressed values” of a church than with what a church 
teaches. It is more important to “belong to the commu-

nity” of believers than to “believe what the community 
believes.” In light of this cultural backdrop, here is what 
I believe he might have been trying to communicate: (1) I 
can’t find a church where they truly love and except each 
other for who they are. (2) I can’t find a church where 
people are “real.” (3) I can’t find a church where I don’t 
feel judged for my opinions or the questions I might ask. 
(4) I can’t find a church who wants to take the time to get 
to know me.

The easy responses to these statements might be: (1) We 
will not tolerate sin, but we will love the sinner. 
(2) There are certain behaviors that are not ac-
ceptable at church. (3) If you can’t handle the 
truth, don’t ask. Besides, your argument is not 
with us, but with God. (4) Don’t be so weird 
and you might find some friends.

Any one of these responses would be enough 
to push a young man like this away. As a whole, his genera-
tion does not want to argue – they just want peace and har-
mony. They long to live in “loving community” with each 
other. Above all else, they value “fairness,” and they want 
to be heard. 

Reaching this young man will require a church to begin 
with these three things: (1) The church must listen to his 
heart, not just his words. (2) The church must be willing 
to provide a safe and peaceful environment for honest dia-
logue. (3) The church must openly live out their love for 
God and love for their neighbor that they preach.

Remember, Truth is not best understood by this genera-
tion through the analysis of facts, but through seeing Truth 
lived out in community.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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New biomedical program meets needs

Annual Stewardship Review – Part 1
A 

t the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation, we 

seek to serve as a resource 
for Arkansas Baptists con-
cerning stewardship. The 
Foundation believes that 
stewardship has a broad 
definition that goes beyond 
tithing and encompasses ev-
erything God has blessed us 
with – our time, talents and 
material possessions. This 
all-inclusive understanding 
of stewardship should com-
pel us to take a disciplined 
and systematic approach to 
these resources – even filing 
your income taxes.

At this time of the year, a 
good majority of the Foun-
dation’s time is devoted to 
tax reporting so we under-
stand this arduous process 
very well. In light of this 
taxing season and our goal 
that all believers be good 
stewards, we want to draw 

your attention to a few topics 
that should be reviewed an-
nually. 

Required minimum distri-

butions (RMD) – Generally, 
if you have a tax deferred In-
dividual Retirement Account 
(IRA) or retirement plan ac-
count, you must begin taking 
withdrawals 
out of those 
accounts when 
you attain the 
age of 70 ½.

Minister 

housing allow-

ance – A minister can exclude 
housing allowance from gross 
income for ordinary income 
tax purposes but not for self-
employment tax purposes. 

The amount that can be 
excluded is the lesser of the 
following: 

– The amount officially des-
ignated as housing allowance, 
in advance of payment. 

– The amount actually used 
to provide a home. 

– The fair rental value of 
the home, including furnish-
ings, utilities, etc.

– An amount that repre-
sents reasonable pay for ser-
vices.

Any amount of the allow-
ance not ex-
cludable after 
being designat-
ed as housing 
allowance must 
be added into 
gross income 

for ordinary income tax pur-
poses.

IRA qualified charitable 

distribution (QCD) – Con-
gress passed the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes 
Act of 2015 (PATH). One of 
the highlights of PATH was 
that it made the QCD “per-
manent.” A QCD allows an 
individual to gift directly from 

ABSC Agencies

Baptist 
Foundation
Dillion McClain

I  
n fall 2015, the Ouachita 
Baptist University Biol-

ogy Department enrolled 
10 students in a new ac-
celerated degree program. 
The Biomedical Scholars 
Program is a three-year de-
gree program from which 
students will graduate with 
a Bachelor of Science in 
biomedical sciences and a 
minor in chemistry. 

The concept for this de-
gree arose in response to 
national dialogue indicat-
ing that three-year degrees 
would be beneficial to 
students and would address 
emerging public concerns 
about the cost of higher ed-
ucation. However, the pri-
mary goal of the program is 
to provide a direct and effi-
cient route for outstanding 
students in the region to 
become difference-makers 
in health care in Arkansas.

This is an elite program 
designed for students who 

have proven they are ready 
for an intensive course of 
study. The competitive aca-
demic program is limited to 
10 incoming students per 
academic year. Application 
requirements include a score 
of 30 or higher 
on the ACT 
and at least six 
hours of trans-
ferrable college 
credit prior 
to enrolling 
as a Ouachita 
freshman. Completion of a 
supplemental competitive 
application is also required; 
this extra step demonstrates a 
commitment to the program 
and allows the selection com-
mittee to evaluate the creativ-
ity, writing skills and interests 
of the applicants.

Lori Hensley, Ouachita’s 
J.D. Patterson Professor of 
Biology, coordinates the pro-
gram. She explained that it 
“allows us to offer a meaning-

ful degree that is packed 
with experiential learning.”

The program begins with 
a fast-track “boot camp” de-
signed to immerse students 
in biomedical sciences from 
their first days at Ouachita. 

Incoming 
biomedical 
scholars 
arrive on 
campus two 
weeks prior 
to the first 
day of fall 

semester classes. During 
the intensive two-week boot 
camp, students complete an 
online medical terminology 
course, apply for a certified 
nursing assistant license or 
pharmaceutical technician 
license and shadow local 
health care professionals 
through block rotations 
similar to the clinical 
rotations of professional 
schools. 

Students truly learn sci-

ence by doing science. This 
program capitalizes on course-
based undergraduate research 
experiences (CUREs) in the 
students’ freshman research 
experience, genetics and cell 
or microbiology labs. Each 
student also will complete an 
independent experimental 
research project with a faculty 
member. 

These experiences demon-
strate application of knowl-
edge, encourage creativity 
and critical thinking, increase 
communication skills and 
help students begin taking 
small pieces of data and in-
formation and putting them 
together in meaningful ways 
to solve problems. In short, 
these research experiences 
teach our students to begin 
thinking like doctors and fu-
ture health care leaders. 

Tim Knight is dean of the 
Ouachita Baptist University’s 
J.D. Patterson School of Natural 
Sciences.

Ouachita 
Baptist
Tim Knight

their IRA to a charity, and 
up to $100,000 will not be 
counted in the individual’s 
ordinary income while si-
multaneously satisfying the 
RMD. 

If you are a Christian, 
you are called to be a good 
steward, and the Founda-
tion is here to help with the 
stewardship of what God 
has abundantly blessed us 
with. If you have any ques-
tions concerning the above 
topics or any related topics, 
contact the Foundation at 
501-376-4791 or email us at 
info@abf.org. 

Please note that this article 
doesn’t constitute legal/tax 
advice for your particular 
situation. Contact your own 
financial advisor or tax profes-
sional to discuss these matters. 
Dillion McClain is an attorney 
and vice president-legal at the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

believed this office should seek 
the man," Hunt, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Woodstock, 
Ga., said in a news release stat-
ing his intention to nominate 
Gaines during the SBC An-
nual Meeting June 14-15 in St. 
Louis.

"With such a passionate 
desire for spiritual revival in 
our churches and nation, and 
knowing him to be a man of 
deep intense prayer, it brings 
joy to my heart to nominate 
Dr. Gaines."

In the 11 years Gaines has 
pastored the Memphis-area 
Bellevue Baptist Church, the 
congregation has averaged 481 
baptisms per year, according 
to the SBC's Annual Church 
Profile (ACP). Previously, he 
pastored churches in Alabama, 
Tennessee and Texas.

Bellevue's finance commit-
tee is recommending that the 
congregation give $1 million 
during its 2016-17 church year 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP), Southern Baptists' 
unified channel for funding 
state- and SBC-level missions 
and ministries. That will total 
about 4.6 percent of undesig-
nated receipts, church officials 
told Baptist Press.

Since April 2012, Bellevue 
has been forwarding all CP 
giving through the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention (TBC), 
the church said. Previously, 
it forwarded approximately 
$200,000-$340,000 annu-
ally in CP through the TBC, 
according to ACP data, and 
designated about twice that 
amount to be forwarded to the 
SBC Executive Committee for 
distribution according to the 
CP allocation formula, accord-
ing to church officials.

The shift in giving methods 
resulted in an increase from 
giving 1.3 percent of undesig-
nated receipts through CP in 
2011 to 2.6 percent in 2012, 
according to ACP reports. Bel-
levue increased that percent-
age to 3.5 in 2013 and 3.8 in 
2014. Between 2011 and 2016, 
the church has increased its 
CP giving by 278 percent, ac-
cording to Baptist Press  cal-
culations.

The church's Great Com-
mission Giving totaled ap-
proximately $2.5 million over 
the past two years and is antici-
pated to be $1.3 million (6 per-
cent of undesignated receipts) 
for the congregation's 2016-

17 church year, which begins 
April 1, Hunt said. Through 
Bellevue Loves Memphis, 
Hunt said, "the church has 
demonstrated love for their 
city through meeting practi-
cal needs as a platform from 

which to share the gospel.”
"I would like to continue 

(current SBC President) Dr. 
(Ronnie) Floyd's emphasis on 
seeking God for a spiritual 
awakening and revival. ... I've 
been praying for an awakening 

for a long time, and that's re-
ally my heart.” 

"I also believe that we've got 
a real problem with our bap-
tisms," he said of his nomina-
tion. "We need to get back to 
personal evangelism and soul 

winning."
Gaines is married to Donna 

and has four children. He 
holds Master of Divinity and 
Doctor of Philosophy degrees 
from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

continued from page one

GAINES
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continued from page one
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village. We just went to one vil-
lage. There are 19 villages out 
there in the Pueblos, and there 
are still 18 of them that have 
not had anybody there in 58 
years.”

Adair said that the door is 
now open to allow the gospel 
to be shared with the long-

closed-off Pueblo people.
“We took the first trip out 

there, and they told us, ‘It will 
be three years before you can 
share Christ here. You have 
to build relationships,’” said 
Adair. “After the end of the 
first trip, they invited us back. 
That was in October we went. 
In November, they asked us to 
come back because they were 
having a big tribal festival. We 
went back, and with the help 
of Arkansas Baptist disaster re-

lief, we gave out a ton of rice 
and a ton of beans. … We took 
five or six cords of wood with 
us also.”

Adair said that most of the 
Pueblo people living in the vil-
lage that Cross Point members 
visit have no electricity or run-
ning water and use wood as 
their main source of heat dur-
ing the winter.

“It’s like it was back in the 
1700s or 1800s,” said Adair.

Little did Adair and Cross 
Point know when they arrived 
back in the village in Novem-
ber, the festival which they 
were invited to come back to 
participate in was a national 
meeting of Native Americans 
from across the United States.

“There were literally thou-
sands of people there. It’s 
amazing how God put it to-
gether. … We had two big trail-
ers, and we had no place to 
park them,” said Adair. 

“We just had to pray and 
drive down the road and God 
opened the door, a place for us 
to park right to where the peo-

ple had to stop and turn in to 
park. … It was no accident how 
God opened a door there. We 
were able to give everything we 
had away,” he said.

Tsoodle had told Cross 
Point during the festival that 
if they were invited to eat in 
someone’s home that they 
should go as that would be 
their best chance to share the 
gospel.

“A man came by and invited 
us to his home, and we went. 
And it happened to be the 
brother of the governor of the 
reservation,” said Adair. “We 
got to eat in his home with 
probably 30 people in his fam-
ily. … We were able to eat with 
them and share the gospel. It 
has opened up doors for us to 
go back.”

Adair said that Cross Point 
is already planning to send 
another mission team back to 
the Pueblo village in the spring 
to continue building relation-
ships through construction 
work.

“A lot of their houses are 

adobe houses, but they’ll add 
on something to it made out 
of a wooden structure that 
isn’t built very well at all. What 
happens is the heavy snows 
will collapse those buildings 
built around their adobe hous-
es,” he said. “There is a guy at 
our church that has a portable 
sawmill. We are going to saw 
rough cut lumber and take it 
to them and help build struc-
tures that will withstand the 
heavy snow.”

In the summer, Cross Point 
is planning another trip to the 
village in which they plan to 
host sports camps for children 
and youth living in the villages.

“The door has been swung 
wide for us to do this, and we 
are trying to take advantage of 
it while we can,” said Adair.

“The pastor (Tsoodle) told 
us, ‘You don’t realize what you 
have done. What hasn’t been 
done in 58 years was accom-
plished. What we estimated 
would take three years took 
two months, and now the door 
is open,” he said.

Cross Point Cowboy 
Church is calling other church-
es to “adopt” one of the other 
18 Pueblo villages where the 
gospel has still not been pre-
sented in nearly six decades, 
Adair added. 

Cross Point is currently 
working alongside other 
churches in the Little River 
Baptist Association and other 
cowboy churches across south 
Arkansas in efforts to reach 
the Navajo and Pueblo people 
in New Mexico.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org. For 
more information on how to get 
involved with Cross Point Cow-
boy Church’s ministry to Native 
Americans in New Mexico, visit 
crosspointcowboychurch.com or 
email crosspointcowboy@gmail.
com.

Advertise your church or 
business in the ABN. For 
more information visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/

advertise
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Couples pray during the Galations 6:6 Marriage Retreat in Branson.

ABSC retreat enriches couples
BRANSON, Mo. – The 2016 
Galatians 6:6 Marriage Re-
treat was held March 4-5 at the 
Grand Plaza Hotel in Bran-
son, Mo. Twenty-six couples 
attended the retreat, which 
is provided free to Southern 
Baptist Convention ministe-
rial staff through Cooperative 
Program gifts. 

“Dr. (J.D.) ‘Sonny’ Tucker 
(executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention) places a high value 
on relationships and has led 
the way for revitalizing lead-
ers and churches,” said Ben 
Phillips, member of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and 
church health team. “Pastors 
and church staff serve and give 
sacrificially to the church and 
community. This retreat is an 
effort to bless pastors and re-
vitalize their marriages. … For 
many couples, this has been 
the first marriage enrichment 
experience they have ever par-
ticipated in.”

Dave and Carol Lewis, 
who lead The Basic Idea Min-
istries, spoke at the retreat.  
Dave Lewis used to serve on 

staff at First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and he regularly 
leads Galatians 6:6 Marriage 
Retreats for David Ferguson, 
of Intimate Life Ministries. 
Michael Lewis and his wife, 
Liliana, from the North Amer-
ican Mission Board, who are 
training to lead Galatians 6:6 
retreats, also spoke.

Phillips said that over the 
years, more than 500 ministry 
couples have attended the re-
treats in Arkansas. 

“The (ABSC) evangelism 
and church health team strives 
to encourage and strengthen 
the relational health of the 
pastor, his marriage and his 
family, which ultimately cre-
ates the environment for a 
healthier church,” Phillips 
said. “These retreats have lit-
erally saved some marriages, 
strengthened others and given 
other leaders vision and pas-
sion to equip couples in their 
church to have healthier rela-
tionships. Church leaders who 
have healthy marriages and 
homes are poised to more ef-
fectively lead churches and re-
vitalize churches for long-term 
kingdom impact.”

Retired workers to gather April 19
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
The 2016 Fellowship of Re-
tired Baptist Workers will hold 
its annual meeting at Park Hill 
Baptist Church in North Lit-
tle Rock from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
April 19. The theme will be 
We Can Pray.

The event, sponsored by 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), is a time 
of fellowship and inspiration 
for retired Baptist workers 
who served in Southern Bap-
tist churches, institutions and 
agencies in Arkansas or in 
SBC entities. 

“The best thing about it is 
we get a chance to fellowship 
with brothers and sisters in 
the Lord,” said Pete Ramsey, 
president of the Fellowship of 
Retired Baptist Workers and 
member of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith.

Robby Tingle, member of 
the ABSC executive and ad-
ministrative team, will serve 
as speaker. The Arkansas 
Master’Singers will provide 
music.

Morning refreshments 
and lunch will be included. 
Officers will also be elected  

during the meeting.
“I have been attending the 

Fellowship of Retired Baptist 
Workers for many years,” said 
Jimmie Sheffield, executive 
administrator for the ABSC. 
“It is worth the time just to be 
able to visit with many retired 
workers that I have known for 
many years. ... Hearing the sto-
ries from the retirees always 
encourages me.”

Reservations are required. 
Contact Connie McCall at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5101, or 
cmccall@absc.org. Deadline 
to register is April 8.
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The beloved minister and his non-beloved 1040
William Thornton

Special to the ABN

THIS IS THE TIME of year 
that Southern Baptist min-
isters are assailed with the 
usual emotions: depression 
over taxes, despair over pay-
ing those murderous self-
employment (SECA) taxes 
(especially the brethren who 
skated on making their quar-
terly payments, as if April 15 
wouldn’t roll around anyway), 
general malaise over finances 
and the annual cussin’ session 
for those who do their own in-
come taxes.

Having long followed clergy 
tax matters, one area that I 
have found our state conven-
tions and denominational en-
tities doing well in is helping 
our beleaguered ministerial 
brethren understand and man-
age their tax affairs.

Here are a few re-
sources that help in this 
regard:

GuideStone Min-

ister’s Tax Guide 

for 2015 Returns – 
This popular annual 
tax guide, written 
by Richard Ham-
mar, CPA, includes 
sample tax returns 
for both active and 
retired ministers and 
step-by-step instruc-
tions for each. This 
edition contains a 
special supplement 
addressing the cur-
rent status of the 
housing allowance 
exclusions.

Ministerial Tax Issues – 
There are multiple tax rules 
that apply only to ministers 
and churches. This special-
ized free GuideStone booklet 
is written in an easy-to-under-
stand Q-and-A format. It will 
prove to be a valuable resource 
to ensure compliance with 
unique Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) regulations.

Social Security – Is it ethi-
cal for ministers to opt out of 
Social Security? Russell Moore, 
president of the Ethics and Re-
ligious Liberty Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, shares insight for those 
considering this critical deci-
sion in a booklet from Guide-
Stone.

These are all from Guide-
Stone. Your state convention 
probably has some resources 
that supplement these.

A few observations about clergy 
taxes:

There is an endless sup-

ply of bad advice on clergy 

taxes. Hardly any of us are free 
from having a colleague with a 
friend who is certain 
that they know how to 
get around clergy pay-
ing self-employment 
taxes. Drop-kick these 
colleagues into the 
next county. Their ad-
vice is bad and both 
you and your church 
could incur serious 
trouble.

Pay your stinkin’ taxes, all 

of them, income and Social 

Security. Hold your nose if 
you must. Cuss a little under 
your breath if necessary. No 
one is going to change our 
system anytime soon so write 
the check. It’s your civic and 
spiritual duty.

Don’t fall for the IRS Form 

1099 advice. The whispered 
counsel is this: “Hey, pastor, 
if you get the church to give 
you a 1099 for your pay, they 
can leave off your housing al-
lowance and you don’t have to 
pay self-employment taxes on 
it.” Some clergy, those with a 
more itinerant ministry like 
evangelists and supply preach-
ers, etc., may properly receive 
a 1099. Generally though, 
as GuideStone puts it: “(We 
ordained ministers) are em-
ployees for federal income tax 
purposes, but self-employed 
for Social Security purposes 
with respect to earnings from 
services performed in the ex-
ercise of their ministry. Dual 
tax status means that most 
ministers should file their tax 
returns as employees and pay 
self-employment (SECA) taxes 

on their ministerial income.”
“Dual status” brethren. 

You get the W-2, but in most 
cases without any withholding 
and you add in the housing al-
lowance to figure your SECA 

tax bill. Don’t you feel 
special? There are al-
ways complications and 
special situations, but 
GuideStone’s advice is 
directed at the vast ma-
jority of SBC ordained 
ministers and is very 
solid.

Pour as much into 

a housing allowance 

as you can, but do it right. It 
helps avoid income taxes, but 
not Social Security (SECA) 
taxes. There’s a maximum 
amount that you can designate 
as the housing allowance. The 
minister’s housing allowance is 
our “Sacred Clergy Tax Break,” 
and it is perfectly legitimate to 

max it out without 
apology. Again, do 
it properly.

CPAs and tax 

preparers are often 

unfamiliar with 

clergy taxes. I had 
a conversation re-
cently with the ac-
countant who han-
dles our church’s 
finances where I 
sounded him out 
about clergy taxes, 
housing allowance, 
W-2s and all that. 
He was very well in-
formed. Tax prepa-
ration software has 
made this less of 
a problem than it 

was previously, but you should 
understand that not all tax 
preparers are well-informed. A 
tax preparer who works with 
a lot of ministers should be 
more educated on the vagaries 
of clergy taxes. If you have a 

tax preparer whose advice 
conflicts with GuideStone, go 
with GuideStone.

If you want to save on cur-

rent taxes, put more into your 

retirement. Let the church 
pay directly through a month-
ly billing by GuideStone or 
another retirement account 
provider. You get a little less 
cash pay. You pay a little less 
in taxes. You benefit greatly in 
the long run. You really can-
not afford not to do this. Start 
early and increase this as much 
as you can.Thornton

And when you get through 
with your taxes this year, treat 
yourself to something special 
like a Chick-fil-A frosted lem-
onade. 

Be sure and ask for the 
whipped cream and cherry 
topping. You deserve it.

William Thornton is a semire-
tired pastor in Georgia. He has a 
degree in business from the Uni-
versity of Georgia and a Master of 
Divinity degree from Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Memphis. This article originally 
appeared on SBCVoices.com.

Visit us on Facebook and Twitter  
@ArkBaptNews
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ABCHomes hosts Attire 2 Inspire fashion show
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) will host the Attire 
2 Inspire Fashion Show and 
Dinner April 29 at Noah’s 
Event Venue in Little Rock.

The charity gala will raise 
funds to benefit ABCHomes, 
a 120-year-old agency that, in 
2015 alone, impacted the lives 
of 300 children and teenag-
ers who lived at the six AB-
CHomes locations. Many of 
these children come from situ-
ations of abuse, neglect and 

MINNEAPOLIS – Williams 
Baptist College seniors Jes-
sica Stovall and Edward 
Harthorn traveled to Minne-
apolis to represent Williams 
Baptist Col-
lege at the 
n a t i o n a l 
Sigma Tau 
Delta Con-
v e n t i o n , 
held March 
2-5.

S i g m a 
Tau Delta 
is the Inter-
national English Honor So-
ciety, and it seeks to exhibit 
high standards of academic 
excellence while promoting 
exemplary character and in-
terest in literature and the 
English language.

Stovall’s paper was one 
of four chosen to be on a 
discussion panel covering 
Tennessee Williams plays, 
while Harthorn’s paper was 
one of four chosen for a 

Shakespeare panel.
“I am so grateful to have 

been given the privilege to 
attend a gathering of people 
who are incredibly enthusi-

astic about 
literature,” 
said Stovall 
about par-
ticipating in 
the event.

The stu-
dents were 
a c c o mp a -
nied at the 
convention 

by Williams English pro-
fessors Jerry Gibbens and 
Sheri Midkiff.

Stovall, a psychology 
major and English minor, 
is an Omaha native. She is 
the daughter of Greg and Jill 
Stovall.

Harthorn, a history major 
and English minor, is from 
College City. He is the son 
of Dr. Steven and Cathy Har-
thorn of St. Paul, Minn.

Stovall, Harthorn represent 
WBC at national conference

HarthornStovall

abandonment.
The fashion show will show-

case spring collections, which 
were donated by Belk and 
will be modeled by about 20 
ABCHomes residents. Partici-
pants will model casual and 
dressy outfits. 

The show will begin with a 
meet and greet at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by dinner and the 
fashion show at 7 p.m. 

The masters of ceremonies 
are Scott Inman, local Little 
Rock TV personality, and 
2007 Miss Arkansas Katie 
Bailey Harris. Event sponsors 
include Crain Automotive 
Group, Belk of Little Rock 
and IberiaBank.

“The event will not only 
be an evening of fun, but 
also will be uplifting and help 
build each participant’s self-
esteem,” said Stella Prather, 
ABCHomes communications 
director. 

To sponsor a table or to pur-
chase tickets, contact Joshua 
Townsend at 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5168, or jtownsend@ab-
chomes.org or visit abchomes.
org for more information.

ABCHomes held its first-ever fashion 
show in 2014.
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of April.
◆ April 2: Ellie Quick, OBU Box 3923, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Uruguay. 
◆ April 5: Austin Moore, OBU Box 3019, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Singapore.
◆ April 11: Drew Funderburk, OBU Box 4030, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Asia.
◆ April 27: Josh Cherry, OBU Box 3444, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; North American Mission Board.

Visit us online at: 
arkansasbaptist.org

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

First Baptist of Perryville accepting ap-
plications for full-time pastor. P.O. Box 
328, Perryville, AR 72126. Email patrick-
wsims@yahoo.com. 

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First 
Baptist Church, Gainesville, Mo., is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
with internet link/CD/DVD of sample ser-
mons to pastor search committee, P.O. Box 
627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email to fbc-
gainesville@centurylink.net. 

PASTOR: Rural church southwest of 
Crossett, near the Louisiana state line, is 
searching for a pastor with a vision for 
outreach and church growth. Please send 
resume to Meridian Baptist Church, Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee, 4593 Ashley 703, 
Crossett, AR 71635. 

26th Street Baptist Church in Rogers is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please 
submit resume to twentysixthstbaptist@
yahoo.com or mail to P.O. Box 517 Lowell, 
AR 72745. 

Pastor: First Baptist Church, Muldrow, 
Okla., is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 1857, Muldrow, OK 74948 or muld-
rowfbc@gmail.com. 

Bi-vocational senior pastor posi-
tion at Reynolds Park Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1828, Paragould, AR 72451, reynold-

sparkbaptist@gmail.com. Mail or email 
resume to Attn: Search Committee. 

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, 
Horatio, AR 71842. 

Keo Baptist Church, a small church, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Housing 
available. Send resumes to Keo Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 87, Keo, AR 72083. 

Due to resignation, New Hope Baptist 
Church of Pollard is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 80, Pollard, AR 72456.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Student minister needed, part-
time beginning in May. Prefer married 
with experience. Teach Wednesday nights 
and Sundays. Contact Ben McCann at 
870-310-5508. 

Mount Carmel Baptist Church of Cabot  
is looking for a minister to children 
and families. A job description will be 
emailed upon request at 501-843-6222. 
Resumes can be emailed to tonya.garri-
son@mcbccabot.com. 

Baring Cross Baptist Church, Sher-
wood, is accepting resumes for a full-
time minister of music. Baring Cross 

is committed to a blended worship experi-
ence that incorporates both traditional and 
contemporary music, utilizing both choir 
and praise team. Persons interested should 
send a resume to Baring Cross Baptist 
Church, 7541 Warden Road, Sherwood, AR 
72120 or bcbcmarty@sbcglobal.net.

Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas, is seeking a dynamic minister 
to serve a diverse, metropolitan, 
student community. Responsibilities 
include leadership and supervision of as-
sociate staff and development of a creative 
and biblically based ministry to students. 
A minimum of five (5) years experience in 
student ministry is required and experience 
serving multiple high schools is strongly 
preferred. Formal theological training re-
quired. Resumes may be sent to smsearch@
tallowood.org. 

Soaring Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch seeks a Christian couple as full-
time house parents to provide long-
term care for seven to 10 children, including 
own, in a Christ-centered home. For more 
information, email jason@soaringwing-
sranch.com or visit www.swranch.org.

First Baptist Church of Dover is looking 
for a full-time minister of music and 
media technology. A job description 
can be found at our website www.fbcdover.
com and resumes can be sent to office@
fbcdover.com. Deadline June 1. 

First Baptist Church of Green Forest is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth minis-
ter. Please send resumes to P.O. Box 550, 
Green Forest, AR 72638, Attn: Pastor. 

Highland Drive Baptist Church in Jones-
boro is seeking a full-time children’s 
minister. Send resume and cover letter to 
Johnny Hutchison, 515 E. Highland Drive, 
Jonesboro, AR 72401. Or email both to 
johnny@hdbc.org. 

First Baptist Church, Columbus, Miss., 
seeking a full-time minister of stu-
dents. Experience preferred and seminary 
degree desirable. Salary range: $50,000 to 
$55,000. Please email resumes by March 
29 to jlautz@cableone.net or mail to First 
Baptist Church, Attn: Minister of Students 
Search, P.O. Box 829, Columbus, MS 39703. 

First Baptist Church of Dumas is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Those interested 
should send a resume to FBC Dumas, 200 E. 
Waterman, Dumas, AR 71639.  

Old Austin Baptist Church of Austin is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth minis-
ter. Send resume to bromark71@yahoo.
com.  

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time minister of music/worship. 
Experience and a bachelor’s degree in a 
music-related field are required, and semi-
nary training is preferred. Email resumes to 
linda@fbcsearcy.org or mail to FBC Searcy, 
Attn: Linda Stake, 105 S. Spring St., Searcy, 

AR  72143. 
Southern Heights Baptist Church, 

Berryville, is seeking a full-time wor-
ship leader. Please send resumes to 
Personnel Committee, 279 Highway 221 
S., Berryville, AR 72616 or shbc@shbc.
arcoxmail.com.  Website: http://www.
myshbc.net. 

Armorel Baptist Church is seeking a 
conservative music director (no 
rock and roll). The position is part-time. 
Send resume to P.O. Box 68, Armorel, AR 
72310. You may also send it to Linda@
Armorelbc.com. 

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume to 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, Attn: 
Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop, Harrison, 
AR 72601. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

For sale: Allen Organ, Renais-
sance Model #R-320. $18,000 or best 
offer. Please contact South Side Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, at 479-782-5041 or 
southside@mynewroads.com for infor-
mation. 

SEWING FOR MISSIONS – The Sew and Sews, a group of mission-minded 
women from First Baptist Church, Mulberry, meet every first Tuesday of the 
month to  sew for missions. The group has worked to send 580 dresses and 
90 pairs of boys’ shorts to Haiti, Peru, Bolivia, Nepal, Honduras and Mexico. 
Everyone is welcome to participate. 

Lavaca to host Islam forum
LAVACA – “Exposing Islam: 
The Good, The Bad, and The 
Ugly,” a conference dealing 
with the religion of Islam, will 
be sponsored by Lavaca First 
Baptist Church April 2-3.

Joe Donahue, lead pastor, 
said he hopes to bring clarity 
to what researchers say is the 
fastest-growing world religion. 

“People naturally have ques-
tions about Muslims and their 
faith, and First Lavaca remains 
ready to offer solid answers to 
these significant questions,” he 
said.

Emir Caner, Christian 
scholar and Baptist historian, 
is keynote speaker for the con-

ference. Caner, who serves as 
president of Truett-McConnell 
College in Cleveland, Ga., 
grew up in a devout Muslim 
home before being converted 
to Christianity as a teenager. 

Admission is free, but a love 
offering will be taken. Church-
es may make reservations for 
group seating. Child care will 
be provided.

The conference begins at 
6 p.m., Saturday, April 2 and 
continues at 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m., Sunday, April 3. All con-
ference meetings will be held 
in the church’s worship center.

For more information, visit 
firstlavaca.com.

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Obituaries
Walter Yarbrough, 83, of 

Hot Springs, 
formerly of 
Malvern, died 
March 1. He 
served in min-
istry for many 
years, including 
as pastor of Gil-

ead Baptist Church, Malvern, 
and as chaplain for several 
police departments. He also 
served in the United States 
Navy. He was preceded in 
death by two brothers and two 
sisters. Survivors include his 
wife of 58 years, Sharon, three 
daughters, seven grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchil-
dren. Funeral Services were 
held March 5 at First Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs.

Church life
Kibler Baptist Church, 

Alma, will host the Empow-
ered to Connect Conference 
simulcast April 8-9. The event 
will be led by Karyn Purvis, 
director of Texas Christian 
University Institute of Child 
Development. The conference 
will help adoptive and foster 
parents, those considering 
adoption or fostering, minis-
try leaders, professionals and 
others who work with children 
and teens to connect with chil-
dren from hard places in order 
to help bring hope and heal-
ing. To register, visit Hope.
Akins777@gmail.com or call 
479-632-7007 by April 1.

Plum Bayou Baptist 

Church in Wright, just out-
side of England, is having The 
Farm Hands bluegrass gospel 
quartet in concert at 6 p.m. 
April 9, with barbecue to fol-
low. For more information, 
contact Terry at 501-842-2663. 

Shannon Road Baptist 

Church, Pine Bluff, will hold 
revival services April 17-20. 
Rudy Davis will be the speaker, 
and Mike Davis will lead wor-
ship.

Michael Joe Norris, 68, 
of Cabot, died 
March 8. He 
was a member of 
Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, 
Cabot. He served 
as unit leader 
of the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention di-
saster relief State Feeding Unit. 
He also volunteered with Ser-
vants On Wheels Ever Ready, 
a nondenominational ministry 
of Christian RVers, and served 
two years in the U.S. Navy. He is 
survived by his wife of 48 years, 
Glenda, a daughter, a son, five 
sisters, three brothers and five 
grandchildren. Funeral services 
were held March 12 at Mount 
Carmel Baptist, Cabot, with in-
terment at Mount Carmel Cem-
etery in Cabot.               

Students learn about Bible through Bible Drill
CONWAY – About 600 peo-
ple gathered March 5 in sup-
port of students competing in 
the State Bible Drill, which 
was held at Second Baptist 
Church, Conway.

Many children, youth and 
high school students competed 
in church and regional drills, 
and 135 qualified for the state 
drill.

The High School Bible Drill 
winner was Ben Scarbrough, 
of Highland Drive Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro. Zac Proc-
tor, also of Highland Drive 
Baptist Church, was the High 
School Bible Drill runner-up.

The Youth Bible Drill win-
ner was Shepherd Molinari, 
of Second Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia. Abagail Proctor, 
of First Baptist Church, Gen-
try, was the Youth Bible Drill 
runner-up.

In the Children’s Bible 
Drill, there were 66 winners 
(children who made four or 
fewer mistakes out of 24 calls), 
23 of whom made perfect 
scores.

The youth and high school 

first-place winners are eligible 
to represent Arkansas at the 
National Bible Drill in Col-
leyville, Texas, on June 17.

As entertainment during 
the day, Shirley Forrest, of 
First Baptist Church, Marion, 
provided “Minute to Win It” 
games with the assistance of 
Billy Beech, of First Baptist 
Church, West Memphis.

For more information about 
starting Bible Drill, call Wil-
son at 501-376-4791, ext. 5193. Students practice before the State Bible Drill competition.

Submit church news to:
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org

Advertise with us!
arkansasbaptist.org/advertise

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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Reviews
Entertainment

“But if your eyes are unhealthy, 
your whole body will be  

full of darkness. ...”
 Matthew 6:23 (NIV)

Red carpet rolled out for ‘Moses’ debut
BRANSON, Mo. – You can 
say that “Moses” certainly got 
the red carpet treatment upon 
his arrival in Branson.

Sight & Sound Theatres 
celebrated the opening of its 
new biblical drama in Bran-
son in style Friday, March 4, 
by rolling out the red carpet 
– in Hollywood style – to the 
media, community leaders and 
other VIPs.

A red carpet leading into 
the theater greeted the show’s 
actors Friday evening. Moses, 
Aaron, Miriam and Pharaoh 
and his two soldiers took turns 
walking out on the red carpet 
and answering questions. Dan 
Deal, show director, was on 
hand as well for interviews. 
Prior to the premier perfor-
mance, guests dined on an 
assortment of hors d’oeuvres 
ranging from hummus and 
pita chips, to marinated lamb 
and olives – in addition to 
4,500 desserts.

“Moses” tells the biblical 
story of Moses, a man who was 
rescued as a baby and rejected 
as an adult before being called 
upon by God to free the Israel-
ites from Egypt.

“For the basket on the 
Nile River to the royal palace, 
take each step with Moses as 
he transforms through his 
encounter with the burning 
bush, Pharaoh, the plagues 
and of course, the Ten Com-
mandments,” reads a press 
sheet promoting the drama.

Fraser Armstrong stars as 
Moses in the lead role, along 
with Rodney Coe as his broth-
er, Aaron. The show also fea-
tures Rachael Jones as Miriam 
and Isaiah Bailey as Pharaoh. 
The drama includes a cast of 
hundreds, including 60 live 
animals such as horses, cam-
els, donkeys, sheep, goats and 
trained rats.

An event promoting the 
opening of the drama started 
Friday morning with a tour of 
the theater. About 30 media 
outlets represented from 
across the U.S. were present, 
according to Sight & Sound 
organizers.

Josh Enck, co-president and 
chief creative officer for Sight 
& Sound, along with Cynthia 
Carson, the director of opera-
tions for the Branson theater, 

answered questions about the 
show, as well as aspects of what 
all it takes to put on a drama 
like “Moses.” Don Harper, 
composer for “Moses,” is a 
veteran Hollywood composer 
who has done scores for the 
movies “National Treasure” 
and “The Lion King 1 ½.”

The tour featured dressing 
rooms, stage and sets and the 
workshop where all the set 
pieces are constructed. Mem-
bers of the media interviewed 
Enck and Carson, along with 
Matt Neff, chief administra-
tive officer and co-president; 
Maria-José Tennison, director 
of marketing and show design, 
and Tony Smith, chief finan-
cial officer.

Moses’ 60 sets took more 
than two years to build, at a 
cost of $2.5 million. The burn-
ing-bush effect took a year to 
develop. 

In concert with God’s voice, 
the dramatic “flame” changes 
color, texture and tempera-
ture. It is amazing to see the 
staff of Moses change into a 
snake and back again in front 
of a live audience.

 “Moses” – which is Sight 
& Sound’s fifth production 
in Branson – is scheduled to 
run through Dec. 31. For more 
information, visit sight-sound.
com.

Christian

Moses raises his staff to part the Red Sea in a scene from the debut of the new bibli-
cal drama in Branson, which opened March 4. Below, baby Moses is cast adrift in a 
basket along the Nile River. 

RALEIGH, N.C. – “The 
Young Messiah” movie, 
which debuted in theaters 
March 11, has received 3.5 
out of 5 stars from Faith 
Driven Consumer (FDC).

Subsequently, the film 
will likely resonate well 
with a faith audience, ac-
cording to the FDC orga-
nization.

“The Young Messiah” 
tells the story of Jesus as a 
young boy, taking the au-
dience along His journey 
of self-discovery in dan-
gerous, Roman-occupied 
Judea.  

“As Easter approaches, 
Hollywood is rolling out 
faith content with a pace 
and frequency that has 
not been seen in a genera-
tion,” said Chris Stone, 
FDC founder.

 “A vast audience – one 
which has been largely 
underserved – is finally 
being offered the choices 
they have been seeking, 
and filmmakers will con-
tinue to be richly reward-
ed. Focus Features’ ‘The 
Young Messiah’ is very 
thought-provoking,” Stone 
said, adding:

“It offers audiences a 
glimpse into the hostile 
and dangerous environ-
ment in which Jesus was 
raised, and offers context 
for the account of His life 
and ministry as presented 
in the Gospels. While 
theologians and Chris-
tians alike will certainly 
debate some of the choic-
es the filmmakers made, 
that conversation is worth  
having.”

‘Young Messiah’
tells story of
Jesus as boy
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Gayla Parker
Little Rock

“If only I had courage,” the lion said 
to Dorothy in “The Wizard of Oz.” 

As the story unfolds, it turns out the 
lion did have courage as he defended 
Dorothy from the wicked witch. The 
courage was there; he only needed a rea-
son to use it. 

While the lion 
is just a fictitious 
character, the same 
story could be told 
of a few real live 
heroes. Alvin York 
displayed courage in 
battle to save his fel-
low soldiers. Todd Beamer, 
Tom Burnett, Mark Bing-
ham and Jeremy Glick 
showed courage on Sept. 
11 as they tried to save a hi-
jacked plane. Chelsey Sul-
lenberger showed courage 
when he landed his plane 
on the Hudson River to 
save his passengers. The 
common denominator is 
that they had a compel-
ling reason to find and use 
their courage – the lives of others. 

There is another group of heroes who 
share a compelling reason to find and 
use courage – missionaries who have 
died while sharing the gospel. These in-
clude missionaries like Bill Hyde, who 
was killed in an airport bombing in the 
Philippines, and Jack Logan, who died 

in Nicaragua. They found and used the 
courage that only Jesus can give. 

Courageous living did not start with 
these heroes; it started long before with 
a group of disciples who spoke the mes-
sage of salvation fearlessly. In Acts 3, 

Peter and John 
heal a lame man. 
In Acts 4, the 
priests are furious 
with them. Heal-
ing and preaching 
the Resurrection 
went against all 
they stood for, and 

they intended to put a halt 
to such things. In Acts 
4:4, many people became 
believers in spite of the ef-
forts to thwart the gospel 
message. The disciples’ 
courage paid off; it did 
not matter that they were 
imprisoned. The impact 
of their message could not 
and cannot be stopped. 
That courage is still avail-
able today. 

David gave good advice on living 
courageously to Solomon: “Be strong 
and courageous, and do the work. Do 
not be afraid or discouraged, for the 
Lord God, my God, is with you. He will 
not fail you or forsake you until all the 
work for the service of the temple of 
the Lord is finished” (1 Chron. 28:20).

be found in nothing and no one else. 
Paul calls it the peace “which tran-
scends all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). 

Anxiety, worry and angst should 
have no place in our lives. If those are 
present, it’s time to draw near to God, 

to lean into Him 
and onto Him. 
A lack of peace 
might indicate our 
eyes are on our 
circumstances and 
not on our Lord. 
Because of Jesus, 
we can trade up – 

give God the worry and 
receive His peace.

Jesus warned in John 
16:33: “In this world you 
will have trouble.” 

But that trouble does 
not mean we have to re-
spond with a troubled 
spirit. Peace with God 
allows us to face trouble 
with peace because we 
face trouble with Him. 

Sometimes God calms 
the storm. Sometimes He calms the be-
liever in the midst of the storm. Either 
way, we need not have a troubled heart 
when trouble comes. Our trust in Him 
for eternity surely means we can trust 
Him with our now. 

Are you appropriating His peace for 
the troubles in your life today?

Integrity. With the presidential elec-
tions just around the corner, that word is 
being used and questioned a lot! Accord-
ing to Webster, it means “firm adherence 
to a code of especially moral or artistic 
values: incorruptibility.” Added to that 
could be “making 
the right decision 
when no one else is 
watching.”

Integrity is some-
thing I watched 
lived out in my 
youngest son, Jesse. 
Jesse was in a minor 
car accident while maneu-
vering a roundabout in 
Philadelphia. The other 
driver put the fault on 
Jesse, saying he crossed 
over into his lane. When 
the police officer and the 
insurance agent asked Jesse 
if he could say with 100 
percent certainty that he 
did not cross the line, Jes-
se’s answer was, “No.” All 
he could say was he was 98 
percent sure, but not 100 percent sure. 
Jesse’s insurance had to pay the claim. 
Jesse was not happy with the decision. 
But my thought is this, “Jesse was honest 
in his statement.” He could have said he 
was 100 percent sure, but that would not 
have been 100 percent honest. And that 
would have been 100 percent wrong. 

The Bible has much to say about in-
tegrity. 

Psalm 41:12 says, “Because of my 
integrity you uphold me and set me in 
your presence forever.”

Proverbs 10:9, one of many Proverbs 
to mention integri-
ty, says, “Whoever 
walks in integrity 
walks securely, 
but whoever takes 
crooked paths will 
be found out.”

And then there 
is the story in Acts 

5 about Ananias and Sap-
phira, who withheld a 
portion of their offering 
from the sale of a piece of 
property. The cost of their 
lie? Death. Regardless of 
who sees our actions, God 
always knows the motives 
in our hearts. As Proverbs 
10:9 says, they were found 
out, and the cost was great.

Jesse may not have liked 
the decision of the insur-

ance company, but he can be sure that 
God was 100 percent pleased with 
his decision to be 100 percent hon-
est. That alone is reason enough to be 
100 percent joyful. Integrity breeds an 
abundantly joyful life while the lack 
thereof breeds a spiritually dead life. I 
choose life!

Why are we here? What is the pur-
pose of life? 

Do you ever ask those questions? 
Do you ever engage in a philosophical 
discussion about life and its purpose? 
Here’s the answer: You and I were cre-
ated for Him. We 
are here for His 
glory (Isa. 43:7).

Many try to 
medicate the dis-
satisfaction in life 
with vacation or 
shopping therapy. 

“Surely, a new 
dress, a new couch or a 
new view will bring plea-
sure,” they think.

Others believe more 
money or a new spouse 
will bring happiness. But, 
like the exasperation that 
comes with trying to use a 
screwdriver to do the job 
of a hammer, we become 
frustrated when our lives 
are squandered and not 
devoted to the purpose for 
which we were created.

Jesus meets our need to glorify God 
by abiding in us. His presence both 
enables and propels us in our need to 
glorify God. In John 15, Jesus employs 
a vine-and-branch analogy to teach us 
about remaining in Him. It is this “re-
maining” that makes God-glorifying 

fruit bearing possible. 
Fruit bearing is the goal: “This is to 

my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my dis-
ciples” (John 15:8). 

Fruit bearing brings glory to God. 
And fruit bearing 
cannot happen 
apart from Him. A 
branch separated 
from the vine can-
not produce fruit.

In John 15:7, 
Jesus says, “If you 
remain in me and 

my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for 
you.” 

God’s Word is our 
daily manna. Without 
it, we become spiritually 
emaciated, depleted and 
weak. If remaining in the 
Word feels more like a 
“have to” than a “want 
to,” ask God to change 
your heart. Ask Him 

to create a hunger that nothing else 
can satisfy. And then be ready to ex-
perience the joy and satisfaction that 
comes by remaining in Him – through 
every season, every trial and every cir-
cumstance. Fruit may only come in sea-
son – like the tree in Psalm 1:3 – but it 
will come. To Him be the glory!
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What comes to mind when you 
think of peace?

– 1960s-era protestors holding up 
two fingers?

– A treaty between warring nations?
– An argument-free family reunion?
Peace is more 

than the absence of 
conflict. It’s more 
than relationships 
between neighbors 
and nations. Ulti-
mate peace is peace 
with God. Con-
sciously or uncon-
sciously, it’s the longing of 
every human heart. And it 
can only be found in Jesus 
– the Way, the Truth and 
the Life (John 14:6).

Our sin separates us 
from God and puts us at 
war with God. But through 
Jesus, we have peace with 
God, as Romans 5:1 says: 
“Therefore, since we have 
been justified through 
faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

What are the implications of hav-
ing peace with God? Certainly, eternal 
security for then – the peace that pro-
vides salvation. But what does peace 
with God bring to believers in this life? 

Among other things, it brings joy, 
contentment and satisfaction that can 

Our need for peace
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BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Integrity
ACTS 4:36-5:11

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Our need for purpose 
JOHN 15:1-8

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

APRIL 3, 2016

Laura Macfarlan
Siloam Springs

APRIL 10, 2016




