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NORTH LITTLE ROCK – When 
was the last time you stood on a busy 
street corner – or maybe at a major 
sporting event – holding a banner or 
placard with a Scripture reference or 
gospel message? 

If your answer is, “Well, it’s been 
awhile,” or maybe even, “Well … 
never,” then Reg Hamman, a mem-
ber of Park Hill Baptist Church 
in North Little Rock, thinks you 
might be missing out on a unique  

See GOSPEL page 7
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See the ABN classifieds on Page 12.
You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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CP escrowing by churches 
draws attention of SBC  

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Amid continuing discus-
sion of churches escrowing 
or withholding Coopera-
tive Program (CP) funds, 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Executive 
Committee (EC) launched 
efforts to study the issue at 
its Feb. 20-21 meeting in 
Nashville.

The EC also authorized 
its officers to study the fea-
sibility of selling the SBC 
Building in downtown 
Nashville. 

The EC’s actions re-
lated to CP came less 
than a week after it was 
reported that Dallas-ar-
ea Prestonwood Baptist 
Church would escrow CP 
funds over “various sig-
nificant positions taken 
by the leadership of the 
Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission.” (See 
related story in the Feb. 
23 edition of the Arkan-

sas Baptist News). Other 
churches have taken or are 
considering similar action 
over concerns related to 
multiple SBC entities, ac-
cording to reports received 
by the EC.

In light of such reports, 
the EC’s CP Committee 
unanimously adopted a 
motion “that the chair-
man of the Cooperative 
Program Committee form 
a subcommittee ... to study 
and recommend redemp-
tive solutions to the cur-
rent reality in Southern 
Baptist life of churches’ 
either escrowing or dis-
continuing Cooperative 
Program funds, with the 
report being brought back 
to the September 2017 Ex-
ecutive Committee meet-
ing.”

CP Committee chair-
man Rolland Slade said 
the “concern of the com-
mittee is anything that’s 
negatively impacting the 
Cooperative Program,” 
Southern Baptists’ unified 
channel for funding mis-
sions and ministries.

Arkansas Supreme Court strikes down 
Fayetteville’s LGBT gender ordinance 
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Supreme Court has struck 
down a Fayetteville ordinance 
banning discrimination based 
on a person’s sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity, the As-
sociated Press (AP) reported.

In a unanimous Feb. 23 
ruling, justices reversed a 
judge’s decision that Fayette-
ville’s anti-discrimination or-
dinance didn't violate a state 
law prohibiting cities from 
enacting protections not cov-
ered by state law. Fayetteville 
is one of a number of cities 
that approved local protec-
tions for homosexual, bisexual 
and transgender people in re-
sponse to the 2015 law.

The state Supreme Court 
wrote, “The Ordinance spe-
cifically states that its purpose 
is to ‘extend’ discrimination 
to include ‘sexual orientation 
and gender identity.’ In es-
sence, [the city ordinance] is a 
municipal decision to expand 
the provisions of the Arkansas 
Civil Rights Act to include per-
sons of a particular sexual ori-
entation and gender identity. 
This violates the plain wording 
of [the state law] by extending 
discrimination laws in the City 
of Fayetteville to include two 
classifications not previously 
included under state law.”

‘Common sense’ ruling
Larry Page, executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, said in a state-
ment the Supreme Court’s de-

cision “was a good, common 
sense ruling.”

“Fayetteville adopted a 
broad and sweeping ordinance 
granting special protection to 
groups based on sexual orien-
tation and gender identity in 
2014. Among other things, 
that law would have eventu-
ally led to a diminution of reli-
gious liberties. Voters 
in Fayetteville called 
for a referendum later 
that year and repealed 
the ordinance,” he 
said.

“In 2015, the Ar-
kansas General As-
sembly passed and 
Gov. (Asa) Hutchin-
son signed into law 
Act 137. Essentially, the new 
law prohibits cities and coun-
ties from adopting civil rights 
ordinances that provide spe-
cial protection to groups not 
enumerated in the state’s civil 
rights laws. The stated pur-
pose for Act 137 was to ensure 
uniformity in the civil rights 
laws and to free businesses and 
other entities from having to 
deal with a quilt-like pattern of 
laws that vary across the state 
and make conducting of busi-
ness problematic. The state’s 
civil rights law lists a number 
of groups, but does not pro-
hibit discrimination based on 
sexual orientation or gender 
identity.”

Page explained that later in 
2015 Fayetteville voters passed 
another somewhat less expan-

sive ordinance that once again 
provided special treatment 
based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity.  

Eureka Springs also ap-
proved broad anti-discrimina-
tion protections for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) people in 2015. Other 
more limited measures cover-

ing only government 
agencies and contrac-
tors were enacted by 
Little Rock, Pulaski 
County and Hot 
Springs, the AP re-
ported.

“(In Fayetteville’s 
case) a lawsuit en-
sued, claiming the 
new ordinance was 

invalid in light of the restric-
tions set out in Act 137. The 
state’s high court agreed and 
entered an order striking 
down Fayetteville’s ordinance. 
However, the battle is not over. 
The Supreme Court did not 
rule on the constitutionality 
of Act 137. The Fayetteville 
city attorney has pledged to 
challenge the constitutional-
ity of the law, so stay tuned for 
round two,” said Page.

The ultimate danger in or-
dinances like the two adopted 
in Fayetteville, said Page, lies 
in the fact that “those kinds 
of laws” elevate the so-called 
rights of the sexual orientation 
and gender identity groups.  

“The clear trend is to grant 
those ‘new’ rights preeminence 
over the basic and indispens-

Page

able rights of freedom of reli-
gion and freedom of speech. 
An attempt is being made to 
relegate people of faith – par-
ticularly Christians – to a sort 
of second class citizenship.  
And, it is all happening on the 
altar of political correctness.”    

Ark. civil rights law
Arkansas’ civil rights law 

doesn't cover sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. Justices 
rejected the argument that Fay-
etteville and other cities that 
have enacted such ordinances 
have made that the protections 
are covered elsewhere in state 
law.

The court ruled that these 
other laws, including an anti-
bullying law, aren’t related to 
anti-discrimination laws and 
don’t create new protected 
classes. They noted that the 
2015 law states its intent to 
have uniform anti-discrimina-
tion measures in the state, the 
AP reported.

Arkansas is one of three 
states that ban local LGBT 
protections. Tennessee has a 
similar ban, and the prohibi-
tion is also part of North Caro-
lina’s controversial law restrict-
ing which bathrooms transgen-
der people can use. 

A state appeals court dis-
missed a lawsuit against Ten-
nessee’s ban in 2014. North 
Carolina’s law, which prompt-
ed widespread boycotts of the 
state, is being challenged in 
federal court.

Williams largely escapes storm damage
WALNUT RIDGE – Heavy 
storms – spawning tornadoes 
and packing high winds across 
Arkansas – raked across Law-
rence County late Feb. 28 and 
early March 1, resulting in 
downed trees and power lines 
around the campus of Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC). 

There were no injuries and 
no major structural damage re-
ported at WBC, but three stu-
dents’ vehicles were damaged 
by a felled tree near Souther-
land Hall.

Power was knocked out 
for several hours along Mills 
Street, on the south edge of 
campus, but electrical service 

was not affected in classroom 
or office buildings. Williams 
opened on its standard sched-
ule March 1.

WBC maintenance crews 
were busy removing downed 
trees and limbs Wednesday 
morning, and the Walnut 
Ridge street department as-
sisted the college by helping 
clear two large oak trees that 
fell along Mills Street and an 
adjoining drainage ditch.

Williams also received assis-
tance from two key entities in 
cleaning up storm debris. The 
City of Walnut Ridge and a 
disaster relief (DR) unit from 
the Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention (ABSC) helped 
make roadways and lawns safe 
around the Williams campus 
by clearing away fallen trees 
and limbs.

“The assistance we have re-
ceived from the city and from 
the disaster relief unit have 
saved us many man hours, and 
they have made much quicker 
work of our storm cleanup 
than we would normally have 
expected,” said Tom Jones, 
WBC president.

The chainsaw unit of Cor-
ners Chapel Baptist Church, 
Payneway, in Mississippi 
County Baptist Association, 
worked at WBC cutting trees 

and clearing debris March 1. 
The storm hit the campus 

around 3:30 a.m. on March 1. 
Winds reportedly were clocked 
at 78 miles per hour at Walnut 
Ridge Regional Airport.

Other areas where Ar-
kansas Baptist disaster relief 
teams were deployed included 
chainsaw units from Inde-
pendence Baptist Association 
to Higginson; from Central 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, to 
Monette; from Faulkner Bap-
tist Association to Conway, 
and from North Central Bap-
tist Association to Clinton, ac-
cording to Michelle Hendrix, 
ABSC missions team assistant.
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22 positions eliminated 
in IMB tech department

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) 
– The International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) technol-
ogy solutions leader an-
nounced a new structure 
designed to leverage tech-
nology for the accomplish-
ment of the entity’s mis-
sion during a board-wide 
town hall meeting March 
2.

The reorganization of 
the information technol-
ogy team is designed to 
achieve a higher level of 
services and enhance secu-
rity for Southern Baptist 
international missionar-
ies, IMB leadership an-
nounced. The decision 
was driven by a shift to the 
cloud (off-site data storage) 
and other industry-wide 
technology changes, which 
fundamentally allow users 
to accomplish more with 
fewer resources.

The technology solu-
tions department current-
ly includes 65 personnel 
comprised of home-office 
staff, contractors and 
eight field-based mission-
aries. The restructure of 
the team will result in 43 
remaining positions. The 
transition will take place 
over about 18-20 months.

By March 31, all exist-
ing technology solutions 
personnel will know if 
they have a position in the 
new structure. If a new 
position remains unfilled 
after interviewing exist-
ing technology solutions 
personnel, the job posting 
will remain open for exter-
nal candidates.

No missionaries will be 
required to leave the field 
as a result of the restruc-
turing. Missionaries will 
either remain in technol-
ogy solutions or transition 
to new roles on the field.

Technology solutions 
personnel were notified 
of the restructuring on 
March 1, in private team 
meetings conducted prior 
to the board-wide an-
nouncement.

Thompson named AM of the year

Jeff Thompson (second from left), associational missionary for Concord Baptist 
Association, was named associational missionary of the year during a banquet 
held at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention building Feb. 21. Thompson received 
the award from Ben Sells (left), president of Ouachita Baptist University, which 
hosts the banquet. Also in the photo are Susie Thompson, wife of Thompson, and 
J.D. "Sonny" Tucker, ABSC executive director. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

LITTLE ROCK – Jeff Thomp-
son was named associational 
missionary of the year at a ban-
quet held by Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU) Feb. 21 dur-
ing the annual associational 
missionaries retreat, hosted 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) building 
in Little Rock.

The award – given by 
Ouachita for 45 years as a way 
of honoring the service of Ar-
kansas Baptist associational 
missionaries – is the highlight 
of the retreat sponsored by the 
ABSC.

After receiving a special 
plaque from OBU president 
Ben Sells and the book, “The 
Baker Illustrated Bible Hand-
book,” edited and largely writ-
ten by Danny Hays and Scott 
Duvall, members of the OBU 
Pruet School of Christian 
Studies, Thompson told the 
crowd:

“I am incredibly apprecia-
tive of the guys … obviously, 
I’m just the guy that’s standing 
up getting to receive for all of 
us ... every one of you guys (as-
sociational missionaries) who 
deserve this, probably, way 
more than I do,” he said.

“I appreciate Ouachita, your 
faculty … for your many years 
of partnership in ministry,” 
said Thompson, adding, “and 
Ronnie,” referring to Ronnie 
Toon, associational mission-
ary of the Independence Bap-
tist Association and the 2016 
winner of the award: “I never 
thought I would see the day 
the associational missionary 
of the year award would go to 
a Williams (Baptist College) 
grad and an Oklahoma Bap-
tist (University) grad,” which 
prompted laughter from the 
crowd.

“Thank you so much, I ap-
preciate it.”

Thompson has been asso-
ciational missionary for Con-
cord Baptist Association since 
October 2007.

“By selecting and recogniz-
ing one person as associational 
missionary of the year, we seek 
to honor the outstanding work 
of all associational missionar-
ies throughout the state. We 
understand and appreciate the 
important role that is played in 
the work of God’s kingdom by 
you who wear this title, and we 
are thankful for the service you 
provide to local churches, pas-
tors and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention,” said Sells, 
in presenting the award. 

Thompson earned a bache-
lor’s degree in business admin-
istration in marketing from 
Oklahoma Baptist University 
in 1988, and a master of divin-
ity degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Ft. Worth in 1991. In 1996, 
he completed a doctor of min-
istry degree from Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City.

Sells said that in the nine 
years of Thompson’s leader-
ship to the 59 churches in 
Concord Baptist Associa-
tion, he has been given “high 
praise” for the way “he minis-
ters to pastors of his associa-
tion.”

“He hosts a lunch each 
Tuesday for the pastors. In ad-
dition to the fellowship they 
enjoy together, he provides 
programs, which include guest 
speakers and roundtable dis-
cussions that encourage and 
enhance their pastoral minis-
try,” Sells said. “He has been 
a mentor to young pastors and 
has been instrumental in rais-

ing up new pastors for minis-
try. Others have described Jeff 
as one who loves to invest in 
young leaders. He has worked 
alongside older pastors, who 
appreciate his patient nature 
and practical leadership and 
recognize his wisdom and his 
vision for missions and min-
istry.”

While in seminary, Thomp-
son served as minister to 
youth at Royal Haven Baptist 
Church in Dallas, and pastor 
of Blue Baptist Church in Du-
rant, Okla. Later, he served 
as pastor for five years at First 
Baptist Church of Chelsea, 
Okla., where Thompson and 
his wife, Susie, felt the call to 
missions and were appointed 
by the International Mission 
Board (IMB) in 1997 to the 
Philippines where he served as 
a media and communications 
strategist.

Following a term with the 
IMB, Thompson was pastor of 
Southwest Baptist Church in 
Ardmore, Okla., for five years 
before assuming the role of as-
sociational missionary of Con-
cord Baptist Association.

Sells said Jeff and Susie 
Thompson are an “effective 
team” who were “instrumen-
tal in leading the Acts 1:8 
One Day Mission Trip in Fort 
Smith.”

Together, he said, the cou-
ple “helped organize and coor-
dinate the various facets of this 
mission effort, which involved 
nearly 1,800 people, includ-
ing 400 youth and children, 
(recording) 60 professions of 
faith … along with numerous 
other decisions” during the 
event.

“Jeff and Susie led the 

follow-up for everyone who 
registered during the various 
activities of that weekend, and 
they made sure that the follow-
up information was available 
to area churches by Saturday 
afternoon,” he said, adding, 
that the couple plans to hold 
a smaller scale Act 1:8 project 
in Concord Association next 
September.

Sells added, “In addition 
to a God-honoring marriage, 
Jeff Thompson’s effectiveness 
in ministry and in his service 
through Concord Baptist As-
sociation might be attributed 
to his simple philosophy of 
Christian living and Christian 
ministry and the guidance he 
found in three key Scripture 
passages: Matthew 28:16-20, 
Christ’s Great Commission to 
all believers; Acts 1:8, Christ’s 
promise of power from the 
Holy Spirit to be His witness-
es; and, 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul’s 
admonition to Timothy about 
entrusting faithful leaders to 
teach others.

“The man we honor tonight 
possesses the qualities that are 
typical of all those who have 
been called to the important 
task of associational leader-
ship. It is a privilege for me to 
present the award for associa-
tional missionary of the year 
to Jeff Thompson.”

Banquet attendees and 
guests were entertained by the 
Ouachita Baptist Horn En-
semble featuring Seth Daniell, 
a junior music composition 
major from Arkadelphia; Hai-
ley Whitham, a sophomore 
physics major from Rogers, 
and Heather Thayer, assis-
tant professor of music in the 
School of Fine Arts.

NEW OFFICERS – Officers elected during the associational missionaries retreat 
were (from left): Ray Dean Davis, associational missionary for Tri-County Baptist 
Association, treasurer; Ronnie Toon, associational missionary for Independence 
Baptist Association, president, and Gene Tanner, associational missionary for North 
Centeral Baptist Association, president-elect. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Technology and the sin of distraction
the time.

The department produced 
all of its publications with 
that Macintosh and the Page-
Maker program.

As the years passed, it 
seems everyone came to own 
a personal computer and used 
it for things like composing 
newsletters and balancing a 
home budget.

But more 
was to come.

I was serv-
ing as director 
of public rela-
tions at the 

Missouri Baptist Convention 
in 1995 when I was asked to 
develop a website for the con-
vention on the World Wide 
Web. Not many state conven-
tions had a presence on the 
Internet at that time.

The website was simplistic 
by today’s standards. Early 
development meant using 
HTML to manually code 
pages. Later, we used pro-
grams like Adobe Dreamweav-
er and Microsoft’s FrontPage 
to add more bells and whistles 
to Web pages.

Today, those days seem like 
a hundred years ago with the 
billions of Web pages on the 
Internet and the amount of 
information literally at one’s 
fingertips.

While I was familiar with 
various “list servers” which 
allowed numerous computer 
users to share messages, I 
don’t think most of us an-
ticipated the dramatic emer-
gence and use of social media 
platforms such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram that we 
have today.

The lowly personal comput-
er, which began innocently 
enough as a tool to help get 
legitimate work done has 
turned into a technology ob-

M 
y guess is most of you 
reading this column 

didn’t grow up with comput-
ers, smartphones and many 
other “miracles of technol-
ogy” that we have today.

For me, I was first intro-
duced to the personal com-
puter sometime after graduat-
ing from college in 1982. Yes, 
there were computers while I 
was in college, 
but they gener-
ally weren’t in 
use by normal 
people like you 
and me. 

At the Murray State News 
where I worked part-time 
during college, we pasted up 
the newspaper by hand on 
mechanical page proofs. The 
pages were photographed by a 
big camera, which produced 
negatives of the pages. The 
negatives were used to “burn” 
a plate of the pages, which 
were then used to print the 
pages on an offset press.

This was, of course, prior to 
the invention and widespread 
adoption of desktop publish-
ing that we are so familiar 
with today.

When I started graduate 
school a few years after gradu-
ating from college, much had 
changed in the journalism de-
partment at the University of 
Arkansas-Little Rock where I 
served as a graduate assistant.

I was put in charge of 
the print shop, which was 
equipped with a Macintosh 
computer connected to a 
high-quality laser printer. 

It was simply amazing to 
me how I could now compose 
pages using the program, 
PageMaker, on that little 
computer, and when finished, 
simply send the file to the 
printer. The quality of the 
printing was unbelievable at  

session by much of our nation 
– both young and old alike.

Think about it, when was 
the last time you went to a 
public place without seeing 
someone on their smart-
phone playing a game, tex-
ting, checking their email, 
posting to Facebook or an-
other social site?

If you really want to see the 
smartphone obsession in ac-
tion, go to an airport. Recent-
ly, on a trip out of town I was 
almost run over by someone 
on their phone a half dozen 
times or so while walking 
through the terminal.

Sometimes I wonder, 
“Could it be that the devil has 
found a new tool in our ob-

session with technology and 
its distractions?

I believe the Bible speaks to 
the distraction and the poten-
tial evil nature of technology.

Proverbs 18:1 (ESV) says: 
“Whoever isolates himself 
seeks his own desire; he 
breaks out against all sound 
judgment.”

“In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of 
God” (2 Cor. 4:4, ESV).

With the world at our fin-
gertips through technology, 
we must be careful not to 
allow the devil to distract us 

from our God-given purpose 
to live holy lives and our mis-
sion to further the cause of 
Jesus Christ.

As these verses attest, we 
must keep up our guard:

“The eye is the lamp of 
the body. So, if your eye is 
healthy, your whole body will 
be full of light, but if your eye 
is bad, your whole body will 
be full of darkness. If then the 
light in you is darkness, how 
great is the darkness!” (Matt. 
6:22-23, ESV).

“But test everything; hold 
fast to what is good. Abstain 
from every form of evil” (1 
Thess. 5:21-22, ESV).

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-

tive director of the ABN.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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Tim Yarbrough
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His glory in our challenges
A 

s 2017 began, the Holy Spirit seemed to be impress-
ing upon me the need to live a life of deeper inten-

tionality. I was no stranger to working toward goals and 
enjoying completed tasks. But something was missing. 
Though I knew that every commitment and obligation that 
filled my days had been fully orchestrated by God, He was 
revealing my lack of surrender to Him in the moment-by-
moment details of those commitments. 

Many passages of Scripture are dear to my heart, but 1 
Corinthians 10:31 stands out to me often. “Whether, then, 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God” (NASB). Paul 
was dealing with specific issues when he 
penned this verse to the Corinthians, 
but I can’t help but think that the inclu-
sion of “or whatever you do” was an in-
tentional expansion of thought to cover 
every aspect of life. As I have pored over the context of this 
verse again and again, I cannot help but see parallels be-
tween the struggle of the Corinthians and many of my own 
struggles. The Lord has used many passages of Scripture to 
nudge me toward intentionality, but this verse has served 
as an anchor point as I navigate what that intentionality 
means. 

As I internalized His nudges and guidance, I made some 
changes in my approach to each day, surrendering anew to 
His authority over every detail of the roles He’d placed me 
in. Throughout January, I saw a greater surrender of my 

time to the Lord. I let go of a few things and worked in a 
few others. I was able to be flexible and make room for re-
lationships in a way I never had before. It felt good. 

Then, the first couple of weeks of February hit, and 
the great flow of January was disrupted. I felt challenged, 
stretched and derailed in so many ways. 

But unlike other times when the norm of life gets chal-
lenged, I didn’t completely fall apart. Admittedly, I didn’t 
get everything done or see as much progress toward goals. 
The pattern of surrender, though, was still in place. The 

demands on my time changed and increased, 
but the disrupted flow of life somehow adjust-
ed to the differences. I fought exhaustion even 
while clinging to intentionality through the 
disruption. I had sought to glorify Him when 
all was smooth sailing. Now I hungered to glo-
rify Him when every day endured a challenge. 

And He continued to work beautifully, showing His hand 
even as I struggled. 

How has your life and flow endured challenge lately? 
Where have you faltered and stumbled? Remember, none 
of it surprises our amazing Lord and Master. He is still in-
tentionally working in and through us. So, we can, without 
a doubt, still intentionally glorify Him, no matter what dis-
ruptions come our way. Come join me, and let’s choose to 
glorify Him together today, in whatever we do. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 

End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

I 
n the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus shared, “You have 

heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor’ and ‘hate your enemy’” 
(Matt. 5:43, NIV).  Although 
“love your neighbor” is biblical 
(Lev. 19:2), “hate your enemy” is 
traditional. It may be taken from 
Psalm 139:21-22: “Do I not hate 
those who hate you, Lord? … I 
count them my enemies” (NIV). It 
may also come from the Dead Sea 
Scrolls’ “Manual of Discipline,” 
which states, “Love the sons of 
light; hate the sons of darkness.”  

Enemies are easy to define. 
They are the opposite of friends. 
They are the ones who are hostile, 
act terribly, humiliate, exploit and 
extort others. They are also easy 
to hate.

Jesus, however, told His audi-
ence to love their enemies and 
pray for them. Such love is stated 
elsewhere in the Bible. In Exodus, 
God told the Israelites to take 
their enemies’ ox back to them 
when it wandered away or to help 
their donkey when it fell with a 
heavy load. If the Israelites were 
in the habit of helping their en-
emies, they would not be enemies 
for very long!

Jesus stated that God’s love is 
impartial. The sun rises on the 
evil and the good, and God rains 
on both the righteous and the 
unrighteous (Matt. 5:45). If God 
acts like this, and they were to 
follow God, should they not act 
like God? “Tax collectors” and 
“pagans” only love those who love 
them. However, disciples of Jesus 
were called to the greater good: to 
love their enemies just as they did 
their neighbors.

The reason for this is simple: 
disciples are to constantly reflect 
God in their lives (Matt. 5:48). 
The greatest way for a Christian 
to have a sincere love for God is 
to display a love for their enemies. 
Such love is active, genuine and 
biblical.

Ken Gore is the H.E. Williams pro-

fessor of religion chair and chairman 

of the department of Christian studies 

at Williams Baptist College. Baptists 

Ask is reader-driven. Send your ques-

tions to tim@arkansasabaptist.org or 

mail your question to Baptists Ask, 

10 Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 

72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

 How should Christians  
respond to hateful people?  

Personalize your communications this Easter
I 

n preparation for Easter services, churches are mail-
ing postcards, blitzing neighborhoods with doorknob 

hangers, launching social media campaigns and sending 
letters and invitations to the masses.  

No doubt, Easter is a great time to communicate to 
the masses and try to nudge marginal churchgoers to be 
in church. It is important, however, to keep in mind that 
many of the traditional communication 
means, such as direct mail and doorknob 
hangers, have a very low return rate. 

At best, a church can expect one out 
of 500 unchurched people to show up 
at church because they received a post-
card, found a doorknob hanger on their 
front door or saw a social media ad. But, what if each ac-
tive household in your church committed to do just five 
things? For that matter, imagine if only one of four house-
holds in your church committed to do the following:

1) Ask the Lord to help them identify one unchurched 
family for whom they will pray every day for one week (the 
week that is two weeks before Easter).

2) Following the one week of prayer, extend a personal 
invitation to that family to join them for Easter dinner, ei-
ther in their home or at a restaurant following the Sunday 
Easter service.  

3) Make arrangements for the invited family to meet 

them at the church for the Easter service, sit with them 
and then have dinner following the service. Or, even bet-
ter, make arrangements to pick up the invited family, go to 
the Easter Sunday service together and then to dinner fol-
lowing the service.

4) Prepare a home-cooked Easter dinner, or take the 
family to a restaurant. 

5) During the meal, invite the family to go to 
church again the next Sunday. If they decline, 
ask them when they could join you for dinner 
again.  Set a date on the calendar, and keep the 
date.

I can promise you that ultimately this 
method will prove to be a much more effective 

way to connect with and reach out to other families. Your 
church might even consider redirecting some of your ad-
vertising budget to be used for gift cards, assisting some of 
your church families in taking another family to dinner.  

There is no substitute for personal connection. Jesus, 
when walking this earth, met people where they were.  He 
ate with them and fellowshipped with them. The early 
church ate together in each other’s homes, sharing life 
together. This Easter, consider adding more personal ele-
ments to your outreach communication strategy.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 

serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Support the Arkansas Baptist News with MustardSeed!
Support ongoing development efforts and secure the future of the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) as a voice for Arkansas Baptists for future generations by signing up and 
using the new MustardSeed app. Once you sign up and choose the ABN as the recipi-
ent, each time you make a purchase with your credit or debit card, entire purchase 
amount is rounded up to the nearest dollar and donated. It’s easy to sign up!  

Visit mustardseedapp.org/abnews to get started today!
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D
o you ever imagine 
what it must have 

been like to walk with Jesus, 
to follow Him through the 
towns and villages telling 
stories of the kingdom 
of heaven, to be present 
when the blind man saw 
for the very first time, or to 
be among the mesmerized 
when Lazarus 
awoke from 
the dead? I 
imagine the 
disciples must 
have wanted to 
cherish every moment, tell-
ing stories to one another of 
the many miracles and mes-
sages of the Christ. 

Even after being warned 
not to speak in the name of 
Jesus, Peter responded that 
we cannot help but speak 
about the things we have 
seen and heard. How could 
he not speak? He had been 
with Jesus. I long to be with 
Jesus like that: to walk with 
Him and to see His power 

over all creation — to witness 
His love for all of humanity 
and His particular concern 
for the outcast and broken. 

I may not get to walk with 
Jesus in the same way that 
Peter did, but I have learned 
that Jesus wants me to en-
counter Him through sharing 
His mission. He made this 

clear when 
He said, 
“Whatever 
you did for 
one of the 
least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me” (Matt. 25:40, 
NIV). 

Do you want to walk with 
Jesus? Walk with the broken. 
Do you want to dine with 
Jesus? Feed the hungry. Do 
you want to see Jesus perform 
miracles? Help those in need. 
I am thankful that at Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries, we 
have many opportunities to 
help those who are hungry, 

broken or in need. 
Whether it is through 

providing homes for 
children and families or 
offering hope in the face 
of adversity through our 
counseling ministries, I am 
honored that I get to walk 
with Jesus. The unexpected 
spin in this lesson of Jesus 
is that when we take this 
mission to heart, we no 
longer view people who are 
hurting or in need as “the 
least of these.” 

When we get out of our 
own way, we are able to see 
Jesus in the faces of those 
all around us. They are His 
precious children. In His 
kingdom, the last become 
first. Thank you for being 
partners with us to bring 
forth on earth what is in 
heaven. Together, we can 
make it known in Arkansas 
that the least are last no 
longer.

Derek Brown is Little Rock 

area director for ABCHomes.

Least are last no longer

A shared passion with WBC
N 

early 50 years ago, I 
sensed God’s call on 

my life for ministry leader-
ship. About that same time, 
I had an experience that 
taught me 
how difficult 
the teen 
years were. 
Those two 
experiences 
merged into a call to youth 
ministry. 

I had a lot to learn about 
effective youth ministry, but 
even then I realized it was 
a broad area of ministry. I 
prayed often for guidance, 
and in my quiet time I came 
upon Psalm 71:17-18 (ESV):

“O God, from my youth 
you have taught me, and 
I still proclaim your won-
drous deeds. So even to old 
age and gray hairs, O God, 
do not forsake me, until 
I proclaim your might to 
another generation, your 
power to all those to come.”

That became my guiding 
life Bible verse. I started 
making career plans and 
choices so I could tell an-
other generation about 
God’s greatness. 

As God increased my love 
of learning and teaching, I 
wanted to sharpen my life 
direction. I began to teach in 
higher education.  My mis-

sion came 
more into 
focus. Slowly, I 
developed my 
life mission 
statement: I 

am on mission to train the 
next generation of Christian 
educators to love God and 
expand His kingdom.

In 2005, I met with Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC) 
about a new teaching position 
in its Christian ministries 
department. I was interested, 
but I asked for some time to 
think and pray about such a 
huge decision. As I explored 
the college’s mission and pur-
pose, I began to see that my 
life verse and my life mission 
statement clearly pointed to 
the work WBC was trying to 
achieve. 

The focus of WBC is seen 
in its vision statement: “To 
produce exceptional gradu-
ates prepared to engage local 
and global cultures through 
a Christ-centered worldview” 

and its mission statement: 
“To provide an excellent, 
holistically Christian lib-
eral arts education, while 
compassionately shaping 
student lives.” These state-
ments strongly display the 
passion of Williams. 

Realizing I shared this 
passion with WBC, I joined 
the faculty there to teach 
ministry skills and leader-
ship. Unwavering in its af-
firmation of biblical faith, 
God’s grace and the Great 
Commission, the college 
became the conduit of my 
personal mission.

Though any college can 
shape a young life, WBC is 
intentional in its efforts to 
launch graduates into the 
world with faith, a mission 
and a biblical worldview. I 
am thankful God’s call on 
my life includes proclaim-
ing His power and might to 
another generation at Wil-
liams!

Walter H. Norvell is as-

sociate professor of Christian 

ministries at Williams Baptist 

College in Walnut Ridge. For 

more information on the college 

visit wbcoll.edu.

ABCHomes
Derek Brown 

Williams 
Baptist College
Walter H. Norvell

Letters to the Editor

To the churches

We have two dominant po-
litical parties in this country. 
One quotes the law in their 
platform about abortion and 
same-sex marriage, which 
breaks most Christians’ hearts. 
Another party claims to be 
pro-life and hides the fact that 
they legalized abortion and 
same-sex marriage by appoint-
ments to the Supreme Court, 
and with the swing vote of Jus-
tice Kennedy (who currently 
sits on the court).

Why can’t we all work to-
gether and try to find a church 
that will just worship the Lord, 
and not a political party?

Steven Wheeler

Melbourne

Avoid division

President Trump has pro-
posed that the restrictions on 
pastors using their pulpits to 
support political candidates be 
ended. Whether the penalties 
are removed or not, it would 
be unwise of any pastor to take 
such an action. 

Having come through the 
most brutal campaign in U.S. 
history, with our country and 
church members strongly di-
vided on so many issues, any 
leader must be careful not to 
bring such division to his con-
gregation.  

There are moral and spiri-
tual issues on which he should 
take stands, and he must lead 
his people to pray for God's 
hand on all leaders. If Paul 
could encourage Timothy to 
pray for those who led Rome 
in his day (1 Tim. 2:2), we can 
certainly pray for those who 
lead our great country.

George Sims

Little Rock

Johnson Amendment

Larry Page, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, had a very 
good article in the Feb. 23, 
2017, edition of the Arkansas 

Baptist News. I agree with his 
views on political speech in 
the pulpit, but I did not under-

stand his conclusion that the 
Johnson Amendment should 
be repealed.   

Page’s statement, “There 
are not constraints on church-
es and pastors speaking to 
the moral, cultural and philo-
sophical issues confronting 
us,” confirms that President 
Trump is mistaken in saying 
this is a freedom of religion 
issue.   

Page correctly writes, “Pas-
tors should refrain from mak-
ing statements endorsing or 
opposing candidates or politi-
cal parties when in the pulpit 
or speaking in a representative 
or formal role for the church.”   

This is exactly what the 
Johnson Amendment states 
should be the case if a church 
wishes to accept tax-exempt 
donations. But then Page 
sides with President Trump 
in calling for the repeal of 
the Johnson Amendment 
and implies it is “probably”  
unconstitutional. If this were 
true, it would have been 
challenged long ago by its  
enemies.    

Those who know Baptist 
history and doctrine realize 
that supporting a repeal on 
this amendment would be a 
betrayal of those Baptists who 
were persecuted because they 
would not pay taxes to support 
state churches. If President 
Trump succeeds in repealing 
this amendment, it will open 
the way for tax money to be 
funneled through churches, 
corrupting their gospel mes-
sage. Repeal of this amend-
ment is a slippery slope lead-
ing to an unhealthy mixture of 
politics and religion. 

Repealing this law will open 
the door for unethical pastors 
and churches to “render unto 
Caesar” what should belong 
to God. Without the protec-
tion provided by the Johnson 
Amendment, pastors will face 
pressure to endorse the favor-
ite candidates of their mem-
bers and peers.    

Page’s article demonstrates 
that nothing good is accom-
plished by repealing this law, 
but in fact it has potential to 
harm our gospel witness. 

Ron West 
Little Rock 

arkansasbaptist.org/columns
Read more viewpoints online at
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evangelistic opportunity.

“When sporting events are 
close, I try to be there with a 
John 3:16 banner,” said Ham-
man, adding that he has been 
to NFL games, college games, 
bowl games and ESPN’s Col-
lege GameDay. 

“Now,” he said, because he’s 
unable to travel like he has 
in the past, “I stand on local 
street corners during high traf-
fic times.”

Such evangelistic zeal does 
not go unnoticed by Ham-
man’s pastor. 

“In the nine years 
that I have known 
Reg Hamman, I have 
seen his commitment 
to evangelism. He 
cares about people 
not only on the out-
side but on the inside. 
His heartbeat is to tell 
others about the love 
of Christ,” said Ken 
Shaddox, senior pastor 
of Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock.

“Often times I have seen 
Reg minister to people’s physi-
cal or financial need. In the 
process of helping, he never 
overlooks an opportunity to 
tell them about Jesus.”

Hamman’s inspiration for 
such evangelistic outreach 
came several years ago.

“Being a sports fan, I saw 
Rollen before and after his 
conversion,” explained Ham-
man.

He’s talking about Rol-

len Stewart, also known as 
Rock’n Rollen and Rainbow 
Man. Stewart, who celebrated 
his 73rd birthday on Feb. 23, 
made his first TV appearance 
at the 1977 NBA Finals wear-
ing a rainbow-colored wig. The 
attention he garnered spurred 
him on, and he went on to at-
tend as many athletic events as 
possible, sporting his rainbow-
colored wig and dancing for 
the cameras. 

Later, in 1980, after he be-
came a Christian, Stewart trav-
eled the world, appearing at 
athletic events holding a “John 
3:16” or “Jesus Saves” sign or 
banner and often wearing an 
evangelistic T-shirt. Among 

the events he attend-
ed with his evangelis-
tic message were: the 
Olympics, the World 
Cup, NFL playoff 
games, the Indy 500 
and the Masters. He 
even found his way 
to the wedding of 
Prince Charles and 
Lady Diana. 

“I was watching a 
golf tournament and 

Rollen was holding up a small 
Jesus Saves sign. Being a for-
mer member of the media, I 
was fascinated by this use of 
TV time to point to the gospel. 
Then I had the opportunity to 
meet Rollen and host him in 
my home and travel with him 
to a couple of events, and I saw 
the value of using sports cover-
age to point to Jesus. It’s free 
advertising for Jesus to mil-
lions of people, and I know 
it works because I’ve seen the 
fruit,” said Hamman.

“Rollen was focused and 

Holding a John 3:16 sign at at the intersection of JFK Boulevard and McCain Boulevard in North Little Rock, Reg Hamman said 
he is planting the seeds of the gospel and he has seen fruit from his efforts. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

intense in his commitment,” 
recalled Hamman.

Stewart’s John 3:16 ministry 
was curtailed abruptly in 1992 
after he was arrested, charged 
and convicted of kidnapping 
after a standoff at a California 
hotel. He is currently serving 
three consecutive life sentenc-
es in prison and has been de-
nied parole several times.

Still, the evangelistic min-
istry of Stewart, whom Ham-
man describes as an “icon in 
sports history,” continues.

“Several of his friends all 
over the country still make ef-
forts to get the sign up at sport-
ing events so the cause contin-

ues,” said Hamman.
“This is a seed-planting min-

istry,” said Hamman, who said 
that the goal is to “plant the 
concept” of the gospel so that 
people will follow-up, seeking 
more information.

Although some discount 
Rollen’s efforts – particularly 
following the bizarre incident 
at the California hotel – “the 
seeds were already planted and 
fruit from his efforts were al-
ready completed when he was 
imprisoned,” said Hamman.

Even as multiple articles 
have been written about Stew-
art’s life and an ESPN docu-
mentary has been released, 

Hamman believes that the 
words of John 3:16, included 
in the varied coverage, will 
point people to Jesus Christ.

“God’s Word will not re-
turn void, and that seed has 
been planted in millions of 
lost lives,” he said.

Editor’s Note: Reg Hamman 

encourages other Arkansas Bap-

tists to join him in his evangelistic 

outreach. He has offered to make 

a sign for any Arkansas Baptist 

who is willing to try this creative 

approach to evangelism. For more 

information, contact Hamman at 

regandglenda@sbcglobal.net.

Contact Margaret Colson at 

margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Rollen Stewart 
interviewed in 
prison for ESPN 
special. Screenshot 
via YouTube 

Fewer Ark. Baptists give more to missions offerings
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist giving to the Coopera-
tive Program (CP), as well as 
international, national and 
statewide missions offerings, is 
up, and the number of church-
es participating is down in re-
cent years, according to Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) records.

Arkansas Baptist churches 
have given more to CP and the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing (LMCO), the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s (SBC) 
offering for international mis-
sions, in each of the past four 
years (2013-2016). In 2016 CP 
giving was up .77 percent, and 
LMCO giving was up 2.96 per-
cent from 2015.

Giving to the Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering 
(AAEO), the SBC’s offering 
for North American missions, 
was up in three of the past four 
years (2013, 2015 and 2016). 
Giving in 2016 was up 2.05 
percent from 2015.

The Dixie Jackson Arkan-
sas Missions Offering is the 
ABSC’s offering to support 
missions within and through 
Arkansas Baptist churches and 
related ministries. In 2016, 
gifts to the state offering in-
creased nearly 5 percent (4.83) 
from 2015.

While giving has steadily 
grown in recent years, the 
number of churches contrib-
uting to CP and missions of-
ferings has gone down.

Arkansas Baptist church 

participation in CP giving was 
down 1 to 2 percent in each 
of the past three years, accord-
ing to ABSC records. Partici-
pation in LMCO was down 
nearly 3 percent in 2015 and 
nearly one percent in 2016.

Arkansas Baptist church 
participation in AAEO has 
gone down in each of the past 
six years, and participation in 
the state missions offering has 
gone down in each of the past 
two years (.77 percent in 2016 
and 3.32 percent in 2015).

“I am extremely thankful 
for the commitment to mis-
sions and missions giving by 
our Arkansas Baptist family,” 
said J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ex-

See GIVE page 10

Giving and participating Arkansas Baptist churches (2016)

CP LMCO AAEO DJAMO

Participating 
churches

Giving
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3 things church buildings can’t do
THROUGH the years I’ve 
passed along conventional wis-
dom I’d heard about building 
programs from countless pas-
tors and church leaders. I now 
realize that the “conventional 
wisdom” includes many falla-
cies. When a church depends 
on these fallacies, disappoint-
ment and even disaster may re-
sult. Here are three of the most 
common – and costly  – of the 
false expectations I’ve been 
guilty of promoting.

1) A building will stimu-

late growth. When I designed 
my dream sanctuary for our 
church, I fully expected the 
building to attract new people 
and increase the church’s rate 
of growth. It was the most ar-
chitecturally perfect building I 
had ever designed. The congre-
gation was united behind the 
building program, and there 
were no financial problems. 
Nothing in the process would 
hinder growth. If ever one of 
my buildings was going to cre-
ate growth, this one would.

Ten years after the build-
ing’s completion, I charted 
the church’s growth history. 
Before the building program, 
the church had been growing 
steadily at 3 percent per year. 
Since the building program, 
the church had grown at … 3 
percent per year.

It was humbling for this ar-
chitect to admit that no church 
building, however perfectly 
designed, can make a church 
grow. The most a building can 
do is allow a church to grow. 

In another church of 160, 
those who “wanted the church 
to grow” promoted a plan to re-
locate to a business district cen-
trally located among the com-
munities the church served. 
Relocation, they claimed, 
would make the church grow, 
as they pointed out issues re-

lated to inadequate parking, 
a poorly ventilated basement 
and a full building in their ex-
isting church facility.

Still, these perceived issues, 
which had become an excuse 
for lack of growth, could have 
been easily remedied. The real 
problem was that the church 
was doing nothing to grow; it 
had no plan for making itself 
known in the community or 
for even following up on visi-
tors.

Though this congregation 
didn’t need a new building, 
some members preferred to 
promote a building program 
“to bring growth” rather than 
to do the work of outreach 
that really would have brought 
growth.

2) A building will improve 

giving to ministry. The myth 
that building programs will 
motivate more giving to min-
istry is an especially dangerous 
one because it often appears 
to be true. Building programs 
usually do motivate people to 
give. Especially at the outset, 
large sums of money can be 
raised for a building program. 
Some members may even in-
crease their giving for the dura-
tion of a long-term mortgage. 
So what’s wrong with expect-
ing a building program to in-
crease giving to ministry?

The problem is that build-
ing buildings is not the same 
as ministry. Building buildings 
is not the work of the church. 
The work of the church is 
meeting people’s needs.

While a building program 
may motivate people to give 
more to pay for buildings, 
the increased giving is seldom 
enough to cover the cost of the 
building.

A rapidly growing church 
in Oklahoma earmarked 5 
percent of all its income for 

local outreach, including an 
inner city ministry, a ministry 
to pregnant teens and several 
other ongoing projects.

When the congregation 
launched a multi-million dol-
lar building program, the 
people gave generously in re-
sponse. However, when build-
ing costs exceeded estimates, 
the church began looking for 
places to cut expenses. They 
abandoned their earmarking 
of five percent of income for 
local outreach and redirected 
most of those funds to the 
building program. While total 
giving increased, funds di-
rected to meeting the needs of 
people decreased.

This church’s experience 
tends to be the rule, not the 
exception. While building 
may temporarily increase giv-
ing, it usually results in less, 
not more, money available for 
ministry.

3) A building will motivate 

people to minister. One of the 
first churches I worked for was 
a congregation of 50 in a small 
Kansas town. The church fa-
cility was small, dark and di-
lapidated. The members were 
embarrassed to invite their 
friends. If only they had a new, 
attractive building, the leaders 
thought, the people would 
reach out to the community.

I helped them design a 
building with room to grow. 
It had a bright nursery, at-
tractive Sunday school rooms 
and ample parking. They built 
that building and opened the 
doors.

That was 35 years ago. 
Though the church has grown 
some, today it still hasn’t out-
grown that building. Why 
not? After all, they did a lot of 
things right. They really did 

See BUILDING page 9

CHURCH BUILDING & FACILITIES
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need a building, the building 
they built was right for them, 
and the cost of the building 
was reasonable.

This church’s mistake was 
that they expected a building 
to motivate people to min-
ister. If, during the building 
program, church leaders had 
established an outreach plan 
and recruited and trained 

people so they would be ready 
to reach out once the building 
was complete, no doubt the 
church would have grown.

These three false expecta-
tions all have one thing in 
common: they all assume that 
buildings can meet non-build-
ing needs. To expect church 
buildings to stimulate growth, 
inspire healthy stewardship or 
motivate outreach is to expect 
church buildings to do the im-
possible. Why? Because these 
are all ministry needs, not 
building needs, and buildings 
can’t minister.

Nailbenders construct facility for Perry County recovery ministry
HOUSTON – A group of 
Nailbenders for Jesus is 
lending their time, effort 
and skill to construct a new 
building for Renewal Ranch,  
a drug and alcohol recov-
ery ministry located in Perry 
County.

The project started on 

March 2 and will continue 
until March 17. Nailbenders 
will be constructing 
a large single floor 
building, which will 
contain a sanctuary, 
kitchen, fellowship 
hall and six sleeping areas ca-
pable of housing 22 men, ac-

cording to nailbendersforjesus.
com.

“We will build all of the 
walls, including tall walls to 

If buildings can’t minister, 
what purpose do they serve? 
They are tools for ministry. 
A wrench can’t repair a fau-
cet and a word processor 
can’t write a book, but they 
can help the plumber and 
writer do their jobs better. In 
the same way, an appropriate 
building – whether borrowed, 
rented or owned – can pro-
vide space well-suited to the 
ministries it serves. It can help 
people feel more comfortable 
and welcome. It can provide 
workspace and equipment to 
increase efficiency. It can make 

the ministries of the church 
more accessible to the com-
munity. It can do all these and 
more.

But one thing a building 
can never do: it can never min-
ister. Only people can do that. 

Editor’s Note: Information 

for this article, provided by Lynn 

Riley of the Arkansas Baptist 

State Convention, was adapted 

from “When Not to Build: An 

Architect’s Unconventional Wis-

dom for the Growing Church” 

by Ray Bowman and Eddy Hall 

who lead Living Stones Associ-

ates (www.living-stones.com), a 

consulting team that works with 

churches to help them improve 

health and effectiveness. For as-

sistance with your church’s build-

ing and facilities, email Riley at  

lriley@absc.org.

the ceiling, put joists and deck-
ing over the sleeping areas and 

build the stage,” ac-
cording to the web-
site. 

Established in 
2011,  Renewal 

Ranch is located on a 105-acre 
campus in Houston. The cam-

pus currently includes three 
bunkhouses, which house 
residents; additional housing 
for the organization’s assis-
tant director, chaplains and  
guests; a bathhouse; shop and 
an area of farmland that fea-
tures a garden cared for by  
residents.

arkansasbaptist.org

CHURCH BUILDING & FACILITIES



March 9, 201710 

ecutive director of the ABSC. 
“We have so many folks 

who give faithfully and sacri-
ficially. This increase in giving 
proves Arkansas Baptists’ com-
mitment to impacting lostness 
from the doorstep to the ends 
of the earth,” said Tucker.

“Arkansas Baptists have 
shown their dedication to im-
pacting the world for Christ 
by continually increasing their 
gifts to missions,” said Jeff 
Corley, ABSC controller.

continued from page 7
GIVE

Coming of Spring means it’s Annie offering time! 
EACH SPRING Southern 
Baptists are asked to come out 
of the winter doldrums to pray 
for and support North Ameri-
can missions.

March 5-12 is this year’s 
Week of Prayer for North 
American Missions in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
The Week of Prayer, with the 
theme, Together for His King-
dom, undergirds the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering. 
With more than 269 million 
lost people, North America 
and its major cities are some of 
the most spiritually dark places 

in the world.
The offering, in tandem 

with Cooperative Program 
gifts from Southern Baptist 
churches, supports North 
American missionaries in seek-
ing to fulfill the Great Com-
mission.

Gifts to the Annie Arm-
strong offering are received 
through local Southern Baptist 
churches or online at namb.
net or anniearmstrong.com, 
where there are resources to 
promote the offering. Accord-
ing to the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB), 100 
percent of the money collected 
goes to sending and sustaining 
missionaries.

This year’s goal is $70 mil-

lion. The Arkansas Baptist 
goal for the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering is $2.1 million.

Here is a glimpse at a few 
of the missionaries featured in 
this year’s emphasis.

Ron and Kim Carr
Jacksonville, Fla.

Missionaries Kim and Ron 
Carr have a unique outlet of 
sharing God’s grace. They are 
the founders of the Interna-
tional Learning Center (ILC), 
an organization that takes a 
compassion-based approach to 
reaching internationals. 

The ILC is a welcoming 
place for people immigrating 
from all over the world because 
it meets many practical needs. 

Students take English as a Sec-
ond Language (ESL) classes, 
undergo cultural training and 
learn about 
citizenship, 
health edu-
cation and 
other top-
ics. The 
ILC offers 
a voluntary 
reading course for the ESL 
students, a class where instruc-
tors use the Bible as the read-
ing text. “Students sign up and 
welcome the reading help, and 
many of them are exposed to a 
biblical worldview for the first 
time,” Kim Carr said. The 
course includes a full survey of 
the Bible from Genesis to Rev-

elation, a discussion of God’s 
character and reading excerpts 
from the Gospels that tell the 

r e s u r -
re c t ion 
story of 
Jesus. 

When 
students 
h e a r 
a b o u t 

the love of Jesus for the first 
time, many respond in faith. 
The Carrs invite Southern 
Baptist church planters from 
multiethnic congregations to 
the ILC so students can get 
plugged into a local church in 
Jacksonville. 

See ANNIE page 14
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600 students learn how to defend their faith
CONWAY – Kaylee Searcy 
only had a short time to select 
topics most important to her 
journey of faith. Even with ten 
choices in front of her, the de-
cision turned out to be easy.

“It wasn’t hard to choose,” 
the high school sophomore 
said. “I chose The Search for 
Identity in a Gender-Confused 
Culture, Unashamed of the 
Gospel and Winning a Big 
War with a Small Army.” 

On Feb. 25, Searcy traveled 
87 miles with her grandmoth-
er and two college students 
to the University of Central 
Arkansas (UCA) campus in 
Conway to attend the one-day 
Lead>Defend Cultural Colli-
sion conference, a statewide 

event sponsored by the Col-
lege and Young Leaders Team 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. The conference 
was attended by more than 
600 high school students, col-
lege students and young pro-
fessionals who want to learn 
how to be better Christian 
leaders and how to defend 
their faith in an increasingly 
secular culture.

For 19 years, Searcy’s grand-
mother, Barbara Searcy, has 
been the Baptist college min-
ister for North Arkansas Col-
lege in Harrison, one of the 22 
campuses represented at the 
gathering along with the 44 
churches and 644 individuals 
who registered. 

At first, Searcy thought the 
conference might be boring, 
but she enjoyed it. 

 “I did not know it would 
have such an impact on my 
life,” Searcy said. After com-
ing to the Lead>Defend con-
ference, she said she feels more 
equipped to point people her 
own age toward Jesus, even 
those who are dealing with 
“real issues.” 

The conference tackled 
tough issues, taking a different 
approach from a few years ago, 
said recent UCA graduate Car-
son Leach. 

“Two years ago, the 
Lead>Defend conference was 
very vague,” Leach said. “It was 
just listening to talks about the 
need for apologetics and they 
scratched the surface. This 
year, they’ve touched on cul-
turally relevant topics – major 
issues for high school and col-
lege students – the big things 
talked about daily in class.”

Topics addressed at the con-
ference included atheism, ma-
terialism, pornography, sexual-
ity and racism.

“Christians and conser-
vatives are bombarded in 
schools,” Leach said. “I, per-
sonally, and a lot of my friends 
haven’t taken the time to look 

into these issues.” Going to 
the conference this year will 
help students, he said. “It will 
put things into perspective, 
sift through lies, nonsense and 
falsehoods.” 

Keith West, student minis-
try volunteer from Park Hill 
Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock, said his church brought 
six students and three adults 
to the conference. 

“This conference is helping 
our students; it’s helping us 
as leaders,” said West, a high 
school Sunday school teacher 
whose 15-year-old daughter 
also attended the conference. 
“We come to church and grow, 
but we’ve got to live in this 
world around us outside these 
conferences.  The topics being 
discussed – they’re big topics, 
tough topics. I appreciate these 
leaders coming and sharing 

their time and approaching 
these topics.”

One of those leaders, Wal-
ter Strickland, instructor of 
theology at Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N.C., introduced 
the main theme: Cultural Col-
lision. He challenged millen-
nials to consider two world-
views and to choose God, even 
though that choice puts them 
on a collision course with the 
culture.   

“There’s a secular world-
view and a Christ-centered 
worldview, and these two col-
lide,” said Strickland. “Our 
culture is full of people who 
have no place for God in their 
lives.” 

Christians either are on a 
missionary encounter with 
culture or compromising their 
faith, he said.

A Lead>Defend collegiate leader throws T-shirts into the crowd of more than 600 
college students, high schoolers and young professionals gathered at the University 
of Central Arkansas, Conway. Eighteen college leaders across Arkansas were chosen 
to help with this year's Lead>Defend conference Feb. 25.  The group directed traffic, 
introduced leaders, and hosted vendors and guest speakers. 

Backed by a saxophone player and drummer, Kasey Earl, worship leader at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, leads the crowd of more than 600 in worship at the 
Feb. 25 Lead>Defend conference at the University of Central Arkansas in Conway.
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Obituaries

Church life

Mary Creighton Ferguson, 
89, formerly 
of Little Rock, 
died Feb. 6 in 
Athens, Ga. 

Her hus -
band, Robert U. 
Ferguson, Sr.,  
was a former 
director  of 
c o o p e r a t i v e 

ministries for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention  
(ABSC). 

She was a member of Sec-
ond Baptist Church in Little 
Rock, where she taught youth 
and young married Sunday 
school classes. 

Ferguson was preceded 
in death by her husband, a 
grandson, three sisters and 
two brothers. She is survived 
by three daughters, two sons, 
13 grandchildren, 12 great-
grandchildren, one sister and 
two brothers.  

Services will be held 
on March 24 at Whitmire  
Cemetery in Pensacola, Fla.

Nancy K. 

Rose, 66, of 
Benton, died 
Feb. 15 in Little 
Rock. 

Rose worked 
as a ministry as-
sistant for the 
executive sup-

Ferguson

On the move
Ricky Harrison is serving 

as pastor of Fellowship Bible 
Church in Star City, having 
previously served on staff as 
music minister.

Leonard Russell is serv-
ing as pastor of Claud Road 
Baptist Church in Pine  
Bluff.

Kyle McNutt is serving on 
staff of First Baptist Church, 
Booneville, as worship and 
family pastor.

Looking to fill a staff position at your church? Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads to submit your classified!

486 Thompson Road, Maynard, AR. 72444.
Cocklebur Baptist Church, Ward, AR is 

prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Parsonage is available. Accepting resumes 
through April 30, 2017. Email resume to  
PastorresumeCBC@gmail.com or mail to 4138 
Cocklebur Rd, Ward, AR 72176.

Immanuel Baptist, El Dorado, seeks a full-
time children’s director. If interested, 
contact 870-862-4264 or sricker@ibceldorado.
com.

Leachville First Baptist Church in Northeast 
Arkansas is seeking a part-time youth min-
ister. Resumes may be sent to LFBCsearch@
yahoo.com. We are on Twitter @LeachvilleFBC.

Beech River Baptist Association is seeking 
an associational missionary who will as-
sist 42 churches, located in 3 West Tennessee 
counties, to partner together in order to impact 
the world for Christ. E-mail resumes to richard.
reb@gmail.com or send them to: Associational 
Missionary Search Committee, P.O. Box 498, 
Lexington, TN 38351. Resumes will be received 
until April 30, 2017.

Part-time youth/student minister 

C l a s s i f i e d s
Woodland Baptist Church, a small rural 

Southern Baptist Church, in Clarksville, Arkan-
sas, seeks a full-time pastor. Accepting 
resumes through April 30, 2017. Send resume 
and references to Pastor Search Committee, 
Woodland Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1009, Clarks-
ville, AR 72830.

Temple Baptist Church is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes to 
Temple Baptist Church, 8601 Hwy. 67, Benton, 
AR 72015 by April 30, 2017.

Kingsland First Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor; parsonage available.  
Please send resumes to Kingsland First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 97, Kingsland, AR  71652.

Vimy Ridge Immanuel Baptist Church seek-
ing bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes to 
12214 Germania, Alexander, AR 72002.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 
looking for a senior pastor. Please send 
resume and references to Spradling Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 3515 North 
50th Street, Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of Maynard,  
AR, seeking full-time pastor. Please send 
resume including references to: Dennis Barber 

needed at Beech Street Baptist Church, Gurdon. 
Please send resume to PO Box 408, Gurdon AR 
71743.

Williams Baptist College seeks part-time 
CDL bus drivers. Drivers may opt to accept 
or deny a trip; pay, meals, hotel included for 
overnight trips; drug & alcohol test, background 
check required. Must be in support of the Chris-
tian mission of Williams Baptist College. Send 
letter, resume, & contact info to 56 McClellan Dr 
#3728, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476, or hr@wbcoll.
edu. More information at williamsbaptistcol-
lege.com/employment.

Full-time youth/student pastor FBC 
Pea Ridge, Arkansas. Also, provides support to 
discipleship ministries in coordination with the 
Sr. Pastor. Email resume to al@prfbc.org.

Southside BC, Paris, seeks a FT or PT wor-
ship leader. Must be able to lead a blended 
worship service. Ability to lead and work with 
praise band and choir is required. Send resume 
to billy@ssbchurch.org.

Bayou Meto Baptist, Jacksonville, seeks a 
part-time children’s minister. Contact 
501-988-1966.

First Baptist Church, Mountain View, Arkan-
sas, seeking part-time music and worship 
minister, interim or permanent. Prefer 10-15 
years experience for permanent position. Com-

fortable with variety of music, choral directing, 
and technology. Send resume to searchteam@
fbcmountainview.org.

FBC Lockesburg is seeking a part-time 
music minister. Please send resume  
to mayes4316@gmail.com.

FBC Dardanelle is seeking a worship 
leader, part-time or full-time with other  
duties. Send resume to fbcdardanelle@gmail.
com.

FBC West Fork seeking part-time wor-
ship leader – send resume and questions to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com.

FBC West Fork seeking full-time student 
minister. Send resumes or questions to west-
forkfbc@yahoo.com.

First Baptist, Mansfield, MO, is seeking bi-
vocational youth pastor for growing youth 
group. Contact us at firstbaptist618@centurytel.
net or 417-924-3306.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include leading music in Sunday morning 
and evening services and leading the choir.  
Contact the church at 4701 East End Road, 
Hensley, AR 72065 or by emailing pastor@
eebcar.com.

Small church in southeast Arkansas is 
seeking a music leader for Sunday morn-

ing worship. Contact Larry Toller, pastor,  
at 870-413-1938.

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-
fully seeking a bi-vocational music 
minister. Please send resume and DVD/
link to Jonathan Morris, 144 Crain City Rd, 
El Dorado, AR 71730, or email jmorris.ubc@ 
gmail.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume 
to Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn: Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop,  
Harrison, AR 72601.

For Sale: 2003 Chevrolet Venture 
LS 8-passenger van. 93K miles. Well-
maintained. Kept under roof. 2 new tires. 
Asking $4,000. First Baptist Church, PO Box 
5, Whiteville, TN 38075. Contact fbcwhitevil-
letn@gmail.com.

Looking for 2 pews. Older the better. Con-
tact: 479-790-2471.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

port team of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention in 
Little Rock and was a minis-
try assistant for the leader-
ship and worship team of 
the ABSC at the time of her  
retirement. 

She was a member of 
Coronado Baptist Church 
in Hot Springs Village and 
was preceded in death by her  
parents. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, Richard, two daughters, 
a son, a brother, six grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held 
Feb. 18 at Roller-Ballard 
Funeral Home in Benton. 
Burial followed at Smith- 
Rosemont Memorial Park in 
Benton.

Rose
arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Holly Springs Baptist 

Church and Holly Springs 

Methodist Church in Holly 
Springs are sponsoring the 
Terry “Taco” Howard Memori-
al Trail and ATV Ride from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, April 
1. A barbeque lunch will be 
served at 11 a.m. and other ac-
tivities are planned. For more 
information, call 870-687-1962  
after 6 p.m.

A LifeWay store in Hot Springs gave 438 teddy bears to Diamond Lakes Baptist Assoc. 
which distributes them to local organizations to use to comfort children in crisis.
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

ACROSS ARKANSAS

‘Every Church Can’ focuses on lostness in Ark., NA
LITTLE ROCK – The church 
planting team of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) has designated March 
13-19 as the Every Church 
Can Week of Prayer. The week 
will be an opportunity for in-
dividuals and churches to pray 
together for people groups 
both in Arkansas and North 
America who do not know 
Jesus as their Savior. 

Each day during the Every 
Church Can Week of Prayer, 
the church planting team and 
ABSC social media accounts 
will feature the personal sto-
ries and prayer requests of 
church planters who are striv-
ing to reach the lost. 

In Arkansas, more than 40 
percent of the population does 
not claim a religious affilia-
tion. In the United States and 
Canada, 269 million people 
do not have a personal rela-

tionship with Christ. 
“The purpose of this week is 

to give individuals and church-
es a glimpse of the truly stagger-
ing number of people who do 
not know Christ, but not just 
leaving them with that,” said 
Greg Addison, ABSC associ-
ate executive director. “There 
are specific ways we can pray 
and be a part of impacting lost-
ness. We can start by looking 
for the lost people groups in 
our own communities, praying 
for them and reaching them. 
But we should not forget to 
pray for other churches that 
are doing the same.” 

The Every Church Can 
Week of Prayer will feature 
churches and church planters 
from Arkansas and also Ar-
kansas natives who are now 
starting churches in Alaska, 
Colorado, South Dakota, 
Utah and Wyoming. Church 

planters connected with the 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) through the 
SEND city initiative will also 
share their heart for the lost in 

their cities. 
The church planting team 

assists and partners with 
churches to start new works 
that engage and reflect the 

context of their unique people 
groups. For more information 
about the Every Church Can 
Week of Prayer, visit absc.org/
churchplanting. 

Read more at arkansasbaptist.org
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Garth and Patty Leno
Windsor, Canada

Garth and Patty Leno had 
never considered planting a 
church. Garth had preached 
before as a minister on staff, 
and he’d had formal theo-
logical training. But church 
planting? The thought never 
crossed their minds. He and 
Patty were content inviting 
people into their home for a  
Saturday evening Bible  
study. 

That is, until the group 
outgrew their living room and 
had to start meeting in a local 
golf course clubhouse. This 
venue change worked well for 
a while until the group out-
grew two more rooms. The 
Gathering Church in Wind-
sor was forming naturally 
and organically with the in-
visible hand of God guiding 
their steps the entire time.  
“One day I jokingly asked, 
‘Maybe we should start a 
church?’ All the people agreed, 
and Patty started sobbing. I 
think I must have been the 
most reluctant church plant-
er,” Garth said. 

The Gathering Church has 
experienced steady growth and 
now meets in its own build-
ing, one strategically located 
to reach younger families. 
They have also started putting 
money aside to plant a second 
church. 

Dan & Amanda Coleman
Augusta, Maine

When asked about his mis-
sionary calling, Dan Coleman 
said he and his wife Amanda 
are, “New Englanders who 
know New England.” As mis-
sionaries to their own native 
culture, they follow the strat-
egy that best reaches their com-
munity: bank your efforts on 
outreach. Be visible, so people 
know who you are, and be reli-
able, so people find you trust-
worthy. 

Members of Kennebec 
Community Church are con-
stantly building relationships 
with people in their commu-
nity, from city officials to fami-
lies with school-age children. 
Running sports camps for chil-
dren has been a natural fit for 
what USA Today has called one 
of the least religious regions in 
the country. 

“We have outreach to hun-
dreds of kids, and we get to re-
ceive their families into church 
the Sunday after camp,” said 
Dan. Many families have 
never experienced a Bible-
teaching, worshipful commu-
nity with strong fellowship. 
When they do, they see a new  
model for church and that 
causes them to take a fresh 
look at Jesus. Many have 
turned to Christ and joined 
the church. 

For more information about the 

Week of Prayer for North Ameri-

can Missions or to request materi-

als, contact the Arkansas Baptist 

missions team at 800-838-2272, 

ext. 5137.

continued from page 10
ANNIE

POLICE APPRECIATION – Mike Bowien (standing left), pastor of Indianhead 
Lake Baptist Church in Sherwood, along with his wife, Janie (center) and Lois Olsen, 
talk with detectives and officers of the Sherwood Police Department following 
a Cop-Out event hosted by the church Feb. 23. In all, about 100 members of the 
police department were served a meal at lunch, dinner and at midnight. Indianhead 
Lake was one of several churches in the North Pulaski Baptist Association hosting 
Cop-Out events to express appreciation to law enforcement officers in communities 
throughout the association.

 50,000 readers each edition!
Place your classified with us. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Susie Thompson
Greenwood

This story reminds me of when our 
boys were learning to walk. Though 
they had their own pace and style, one 
thing was the same; they each had to 
finally let go … of the table, the ledge, 
my hand! Sure, they thought they were 
getting places when 
they learned to 
crawl or when they 
were in their walk-
ers. But, it wasn’t 
until they actually 
took those steps on 
their own that their 
eyes twinkled with 
freedom!

The rich young ruler 
had the world’s riches 
and thought he did ev-
erything right, but he 
knew something was 
still missing. So, because 
he wanted to “cross his 
t’s and dot his i’s,” he 
went to the Teacher who 
taught about something 
he wanted – eternal life. 
Unexpectedly, Jesus re-
sponded with the very things the man 
used to justify himself to reveal his in-
sufficiency and incompleteness, provid-
ing us a crucible to reveal the hidden de-
sires, lies and agendas we battle against 
in this world. In his question and his 
response, the rich young ruler revealed 

his idolatry, his misplaced identity, his 
covetousness and his love of self before 
God and others. 

What does the world teach? The 
world teaches that you can “have it all” 
if you love yourself, choose your god, 

are successful and 
do enough good 
things! 

What is truth?  
Truth is that God 
is infinitely good, 
and man, in him-
self, is not; that 
God is perfect, 

and man is not and can-
not ever attain perfec-
tion apart from Christ; 
that God is love, and 
man must deny himself 
and follow Christ to 
know His love. Just like 
a child who must let go 
in order to walk, it is 
only when we let go of 
the things this world of-
fers that we truly follow 
Jesus.  He offers life – 

abundant and eternal.  
One of the saddest responses in 

Scripture is the rich young ruler’s un-
willingness to let go.  

One of the most profound is, “With 
God all things are possible.” Don’t give 
up sharing His truth!

only mine vicariously, in Christ Jesus. 
At least six times in our passage Paul 
wrote, “with Him,” “with Christ” or 
“in Christ Jesus.” The victory is mine 
only because I belong to Jesus. 

I know many of you, like me, grow 
d i s c o u r a g e d 
from time to 
time after a skir-
mish with temp-
tation ends in 
defeat. Maybe 
you told yourself 
you wouldn’t 
lose your tem-

per when you went to 
talk to your obnoxious 
neighbor. Perhaps you 
were confident that on 
this trip to the salon 
not a word of gossip 
would cross your lips. 
I’ve noticed in my life 
the battles I lose with 
temptation are the ones 
I try to fight on my own. 
I need to be like the 
little girl who told her 

Sunday school teacher she had vic-
tory over temptation figured out. Her 
Sunday school teacher asked her what 
she meant by that statement. The little 
girl answered innocently and wisely, 
“When temptation knocks, I let Jesus 
answer the door.”

Just five days later, these “Hosan-
nas” turned to curses of “Crucify Him.” 
The cries of “Save me” turned to “Save 
yourself.” All of this was a fulfillment 
of prophecy. 
Jesus knew as 
He heard these 
praises upon 
entering Beth-
phage (just as 
Isaiah and Zech-
ariah foretold) 
that He would 
soon experience the 
most horrific death, as 
well as the most defiled 
state of carrying the 
sin of each person that 
had ever been born and 
had yet to be born ...  
including you and  
me! 

In preparation for 
Easter, our choir is 
practicing “The Day He 
Wore My Crown.” In 
this musical, everyone 
follows the difficult di-
rection of singing “Hosanna” and then 
yelling, “Crucify Him!” But, this WAS 
reality ... this IS reality. As I praise my 
Messiah, the fact that it was my sin that 
led Him down that road that led to a 
literal cross should weigh heavily on my 
heart each morning I awaken!  Not only 

do I know Jesus is the Messiah through 
the fulfillment of prophecy, He is my 
Savior and my Lord!  

We also know the reality in which 
we live – a world 
that continues 
to reject Christ 
and continues 
to darken in sin, 
a world that vac-
illates between 
the praises of 
our created gods 

and the salvation of-
fered through the Way, 
Truth and Life found in 
Jesus.

In the days before 
He was crucified, Jesus 
continued to fulfill 
prophecy.  He cleansed 
the temple; He healed; 
He taught, and He con-
fronted the lies of the 
accepted religiosity of 
the leaders of the day. 
So, what do we do in 
the face of a darkening 

world? 
We trust in the Messiah, and we walk 

in His ways, shining His Light, trusting 
the ultimate victory His resurrection 
represents! Who is He? “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!” (John 1:29, ESV).

In their “Greek-English Lexicon of 
the New Testament,” J.P. Louw and Al-
bert Nida define faith as: “To believe 
to the extent of complete trust and re-
liance – ‘to believe in, to have confi-
dence in, to have 
faith in, to trust, 
faith, trust.’ … 
In rendering the 
Greek πιστεύω 
and πίστις it 
would be wrong 
to select a term 
which would mean 
merely ‘reliance’ or ‘de-
pendency’ or even ‘confi-
dence,’ for there should 
also be a significant 
measure of ‘belief,’ since 
real trust, confidence, 
and reliance can only be 
placed in someone who 
is believed to have the 
qualities attributed to 
such a person.” 

The March 1 BSFL 
commentary emphasized 
that our actions show what we truly 
believe. The engineer hurled himself 
against the glass wall of the skyscraper. 
Now, I want to explore the other side 
of biblical faith: actions are based on 
belief in the Truth. Hebrews 11 high-
lights the actions of numerous heroes 
of the faith. These heroes believed 

definite things about God. Hebrews 
11:3 affirms that God created the uni-
verse out of nothing. Biblical faith in 
Jesus Christ will show evidence by the 
presence of acts of trust and reliance. 

Actions must be 
based on biblical 
truth. 

Let me affirm 
some essential 
truths of bibli-
cal faith: 1) God 
is the Creator 

and Sustainer of every-
thing, and mankind 
is made in His image. 
2) Sin has marred the 
image of God in us all 
and separated us from 
the relationship God 
created us to enjoy. 3) 
Jesus Christ is fully 
God and fully man. He 
lived a sinless life to be 
“the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29, 

HCSB).  4) “Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that He 
was buried, that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures”  
(1 Cor. 15:3-4, HCSB). 

Faith in Jesus Christ as Lord means 
we believe what the Bible says about 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jeff Thompson
Greenwood

What is required?
MATTHEW 19:16-26

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Susie Thompson
Greenwood

Notice how many times our passage 
affirms our victory over sin. Romans 
6:4 (HCSB) promises, “… we too may 
walk in a new way of life.” Romans 6:5 
(HCSB) assures us, “… we will certainly 
also be in the likeness of His resurrec-
tion.” Romans 
6:6 (HCSB) pro-
claims, “… that 
we may no lon-
ger be enslaved 
to sin.” Romans 
6:7 (HCSB) an-
nounces we are, 
“… freed from 
sin’s claims.” Romans 6:8 
(HCSB) declares, “… we 
will also live with Him.” 
Romans 6:11 (HCSB) 
echoes the truth that we 
are, “… alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.” Romans 
6:14 (HCSB) inspires us 
with these words, “For sin 
will not rule over you, be-
cause you are not under 
law but under grace.”

Rely on the promise 
of God – in Christ Jesus, we have vic-
tory over sin and death! However, we 
must be cautious against the tempta-
tion to put our faith in a half-truth. 
The half-truth that Satan will try to 
sell you is simply this, “I have victory 
over sin.” You see the victory over sin is 

Victory over sin 
ROMANS 6:4-14

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

More than a prophet?
MATTHEW 21:1-11

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Victorious faith 
HEBREWS 11:1-6

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
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Florida Baptists teach, reach refugees in Jacksonville
Jim Burton

Baptist Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP) – 
While sitting with her daugh-
ter at a mall food court, Kim 
Carr noticed internationals 
in exotic clothing surrounded 
them. Carr asked her daugh-
ter, “When did they all get 
here? Where are they from? 
Who is reaching them?”

Armed with the new sen-
sitivity, and prompted by the 
Holy Spirit, Carr felt led to 
learn more. At a local fitness 
center she met with a former 
Southern Baptist missionary 
who had been praying less 
than 12 hours before for some-
one to help with international 
refugees.

Two days after complet-
ing her English as a Second 
Language (ESL) certification, 
Carr wanted students and fig-
ured Jacksonville would have 
plenty of people needing to 
learn English. She specifically 
felt God leading her to help 
unreached, unengaged people 
groups (UUPG), a people 
group where less than 2 per-
cent of its population is evan-
gelical Christian and there is 
no evangelical church planting 
strategy.

Nearly 20 years later, the 
International Learning Cen-
ter (ILC) of Jacksonville, Fla., 
Inc., has taught English and 
citizenship to more than 6,000 
people from 108 countries. 
More than 1,500 
students have 
made professions 
of faith while es-
tablishing more 
than 94 house 
groups.

And God 
has done this 
t h ro u g h  a 
woman who 
hated English 
as a subject in 
school. With a 
bachelor of sci-
ence in nursing, 
Carr’s profes-
sional expertise 
was starting and 
running medical businesses.

“I kept trying to talk God 
into a clinic and He kept say-
ing English,” Carr said. “That 
was a huge surprise for me.”

After receiving her ESL cer-
tification, Carr started teach-
ing classes at Chinese restau-
rants until the YMCA had a 
plan for what would become a 

growing project. Now, the ILC 
has its own 10,000 square-foot 
building and a thorough cur-
riculum that the North Amer-
ican Mission Board (NAMB) 
hopes to see implemented in 
cities throughout North Amer-
ica.

World comes to Jacksonville
Jacksonville is one of Amer-

ica’s smallest intake centers, 
but the flow of refugees into 
the city is diverse. Carr believes 
most cities have the same mix 
of immigrants and could use 
an ILC.

New refugees face many 
obstacles once they arrive. 
Most don’t know English or 
America’s culture, and many 
left their homeland penniless. 
Emotional and political bag-
gage often weighs them down. 
Many flee to America because 
of threats on their lives, mostly 
coming from countries where 
people are leery of western re-
ligion and slow to trust.

“They will trust an Ameri-
can over almost anyone,” Carr 
said. “They just don’t trust 
people from their own com-
munity because too many have 
been killed trusting.”

Through the ILC, Carr and 
her volunteers focus on teach-
ing English and citizenship 
skills, which the immigrants 
typically are eager to learn. 
As relationships develop, she 
is able to refer students to 
planters from their language 

and culture. Those planters 
become advocates for the im-
migrants to help them navigate 
a new and confusing culture.

Many eventually join a 
house group after having a 
dream or a vision of the Lord.

“They bring trusted family 
and friends into their group,” 
Carr said. “They don’t casu-

ally bring somebody who just 
decided to become a believer. 
They are careful to vet those 
they bring in.”

The ILC model of partner-
ing a compassion-based pro-
gram with indigenous planters 
is the most natural outcome 
one could hope for, Carr said.

“When you meet people’s 
needs with excellence, estab-
lishing an authentic relation-
ship with them, you are so dif-
ferent than anything they have 
seen,” Carr said. “And they 
will listen to why you are dif-

ferent.”
Jacksonville’s 

i n d i g e n o u s 
planters help 
immigrants un-
derstand that 
following the 
Lord isn’t just a 
western religion.

“We don’t 
want to intro-
duce individu-
als to a western 
religion,” Carr 
said. “We want 
them to enter 
into authentic 
relationship and 
worship in a way 

that is expressed by believers 
from their nation.”

Usha Reifsnider has a 
Hindu background and serves 
on the ILC executive team. 
She’s doing masters work at 
Cambridge in England on the 
modern Diaspora, the disper-
sion of people groups from 
their native lands to live as 

minorities in new homelands. 
Reifsnider leads cultural sensi-
tivity training for volunteers.

“I have learned that simply 
the way we position our bod-
ies and speak to people can 
cause such lasting damage that 
you can never share the good 
news,” Carr said.

One of the ILC’s volun-
teers who has learned to navi-
gate the cultural sensitivities 
is H.B., who serves as the cen-
ter’s academic director. A for-
mer public school teacher, her 
vision of cross-cultural work 
expanded on a trip to Alaska 
with her home church, First 
Baptist of Orange Park. She 
believes that God has gifted 
her to connect to the nations.

“I have a big heart, but I 
can’t go to far away places,” 
H.B. said. So she serves more 
than 100 people groups in 
Jacksonville who come to the 
ILC.

She is responsible for evalu-
ating incoming students and 
determining their class place-
ment. The ILC segregates 
classes by gender but not by 
nations.

As the students learn 
among people from other na-
tions and receive the love of 
volunteers, attitudes begin to 
change.

Multiplication through NAMB
When North American Mis-

sion Board (NAMB) leaders 
discovered Carr and the ILC, 
they realized that the 32 Send 
North America cities (cities 

NAMB has prioritized as hav-
ing the greatest spiritual need 
and potential influence) also 
need the Jacksonville model. 
So NAMB’s compassion min-
istry Send Relief has devel-
oped an ILC initiative and 
made Carr the national direc-
tor and mobilizer. Now, she’s 
working to establish new ILCs 
across the United States and  
Canada.

“I am feeling the weight of 
it,” Carr said.

She continues to work out 
of Jacksonville but travels 
frequently to other cities to 
implement the ILC template 
with its proven teaching cur-
riculum.

Carr is a member of Man-
darin Baptist Church and re-
ceives Annie Armstrong Eas-
ter Offering (AAEO) funds 
from NAMB for her work.  
Likewise, AAEO contribu-
tions are funding the template 
replication. A key component 
will be a partnership with local 
indigenous planters who start 
house groups in each Send 
City.

“At ILC 25-50 may make a 
profession,” Carr said. 

“However, the UUPG 
planters are reaching an ad-
ditional 200 per year. They 
take the living water to them 
and enter into the people’s  
‘mess.’”

And when they do, Carr 
calls that, “A beautiful thing.”

Jim Burton is a photojournalist 

and writer based in Atlanta. He is 

a former employee of NAMB.
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Kim Carr (left) and Elham Taylor prepare to host visitors at Taylor’s home in Jacksonville, Fla. Carr leads the International Learning 
Center in the city to reach refugees. She is a North American Mission Board 2017 Week of Prayer missionary. Photo by John Swain

Sharing tea, and the conversations around it, build bridges for Kim Carr with 
refugees through the International Learning Center in Jacksonville, Fla. Carr 
has acquired an impressive collection of tea sets for use in making connections 
and building friendships. Carr is a North American Mission Board 2017 Week 
of Prayer missionary. Photo by John Swain




