
LAVACA – Frue Tate, a member 
of First Baptist Church, Lavaca, 
has been named 
the Arkansas 
Baptist News 
(ABN) 2012 
Mother of the 
Year.

Tate was pre-
sented with a 
gift card during 
the April 29 
worship service 
at First Baptist, where Tony Buch-
anan is lead pastor. 

Watch for the full story in a 
future issue of the ABN. 
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ABN wins Baptist communicator awards

Arsonist strikes rural
Prairie Grove church
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PRAIRIE GROVE – On Sunday 
morning following a fire that de-
stroyed the sanctuary of Illinois Cha-
pel Baptist Church, members and 
guests sang God’s 
praises as they 
came to grips with 
why an arsonist 
had painted up-
side-down crosses, 
a pentagram and 
graffiti on their 
historic building 
before setting it 
ablaze.

It was a packed house Sunday fol-
lowing the fire as members gathered 
in the fellowship/youth hall where 
the church moved its services follow-
ing the fire set in the early morning 
hours of Friday, April 20.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following 
is the first in a series of articles to be 
featured in the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) about Arkansas Baptists’ mission 
in Haiti. ABN reporter Jessica Vander-
pool will travel to Haiti May 4-11 to 
report on the ongoing work.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

I WAS EXCITED when I found out. 
Haiti? Was I really going to Haiti? 

It was true. My trip was approved, 
and I was scheduled to go to Haiti 
May 4-11 as a part of a team which 
will visit the only women’s prison 
and share God’s love; train Haitian 

women how to start a faith-based 
ministry in the prison; and to do 
evangelistic outreach and possible 
other women’s ministry. 

The trip is being arranged through 
the missions minis-
tries team of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) 
in relation to the 
work the ABSC has 
established in Haiti.  

It is a trip with a 
unique mission and with a unique 
team sent to carry it out. The team’s 
leader – Stacey Smith – is an ex-
felon. By God’s grace, Smith made 
a 180-degree turn in her life, and 

“One decision was made for bap-
tism,” said Ron Lomax, director of 
missions for the Washington Madi-
son Baptist Association, adding that 
Pastor Lynville Eaton told a group 
of pastors gathered for the associa-

tion’s regular pastor/
staff fellowship that 
there was some 
anger among the 
congregation “over 
what had been done 
to God’s house.”

“(But) what came 
out was a feeling 
that God was still in 
control and work-
ing things for good,” 

said Lomax. “They prayed for the 
ones who set fire to the church (and) 
that they would discover the saving 
power of Jesus.”

See HAITI page 3

FORT WORTH, Texas – The Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN) won nu-
merous awards in categories ranging 
from opinion writing to design at the 
annual Baptist Communicators As-
sociation (BCA) awards competition 
held in April at the Worthington 
Renaissance Hotel in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

The ABN was awarded first place 
in the news writing division for its 
“Our Churches” series, which is a 
new feature started in 2011.

“It was especially satisfying to be 

recognized for this series, which is 
about our Arkansas Baptist church-
es,” said Tim Yarbrough, editor. 
“The ABN staff has been striving 
to expand coverage of Arkansas 
Baptists and their churches, and it 
is good to see that it was noticed by 
the judges.”

Additionally, Yarbrough re-
ceived the second place award in 
the news writing division for the 
opinion column “Steve Jobs and 
Faith.” Bob Terry, editor of The 
Alabama Baptist, won first place for 

the column “Churches Caught in 
a Dilemma.”

The ABN also received a second 
place in the design division for 
overall publication design.

“The staff is proud of the ABN’s 
revised design, which includes 
a new logo featuring a cross over 
the curvature of the earth,” said 
Yarbrough. “The clean and open 
design was noticed by judges.”

Lastly, Jessica Vanderpool, ABN 

See AWARDS page 2

Illinois Chapel Baptist Church Pastor Lynville Eaton surveys damage following April 20 fire.

“Our Churches” series wins first place.

See ARSON page 2

Vanderpool reports on Mission Haiti 

Pews and antique piano were destroyed.

instead of being the one in prison, 
Smith is now the one ministering to 
those in prison as a Southern Baptist 
chaplain at the McPherson Unit in 
Newport. She is also a member of 

Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church, McCrory. 

Other women team 
members are involved 
in prison ministry as 
well.

I will accompany 
the team on their trip 

to Haiti and produce a number of 
articles not only telling how God 
uses them, but also reporting on 

Frue Tate named
ABN Mother of Year

Tate
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James Darnell, a member of the 
church, told a local reporter, “It’s 
going to be OK. The sun’s shining, 
it’s a beautiful day (and) we’re going 
to rebuild. Things will be all right.”

The Saturday morning following 
the fire the Arkansas Baptist News 
was at the church for an interview 
and to take photos of 
the damage. 

Eaton, pastor of 
Illinois Chapel for 
more than two years, 
was overcome by 
emotion as he shared 
about all the offers of 
help and prayer from the commu-
nity and other area churches.

Eaton, who resides in Elkins, 
had been awakened by a sheriff’s 
deputy.

“They woke me up about 1 
o’clock Friday morning, so it proba-
bly started about midnight,” he said. 
“When I got here, they had the fire 
out, but the Prairie Grove, Farming-
ton (and) Lincoln fire departments 
did a marvelous job. The sheriffs’ 

ARSON
continued from page one

Students ‘CONNECT’ in Imboden

AWARDS
assistant editor, received an honor-
able mention in the feature writing 
division for the story “Pastor says 
missions ‘spreading like wildfire’: 
River Valley church lends a hand in 
Joplin.”

Other awards won by Arkansas 
Baptist entities included a second 
place award in the public relations 
and development division by Stel-
la Prather of the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Family Min-
istries for “A Place to Call Home” 
campaign. Prather also won first 
place for promotional copy written 
for the campaign.

Ouachita Baptist University won 
several awards, including first place 
for “Discover Ouachita” and second 
place for “Discover the Ouachita 
Difference” in the audio-visual com-
munications division. Ouachita’s 
“Festival of Christmas” won second 
place for promotion in the design 
division, and the university’s 125th 
anniversary materials received an 
honorable mention in the design 
division.

deputies were here. Everybody did a 
marvelous job keeping it from more 
damage.”

Eaton said efforts of the firefight-
ers kept the church’s fellowship/
youth building from catching fire.

“This building here didn’t catch 
fire (thankfully),” said Eaton. 
“That’s where we are going to be 
having church. It’s not very big, but 
it will do.”

Eaton walked around the church 
grounds, inspecting damage.

“You can see right here where they 
cut that out; there 
was … right here 
was sprayed an up-
side-down cross,” 
said the pastor. 
“Right over there 
was a big circle; … 

I don’t know – I call them satanic 
circles. On this one over here, they 
put, ‘Hail Satan.’ Then they painted 
a face on the end of that one right 
there.”

The exact date when Illinois Cha-
pel was organized was not immedi-
ately known, but it was sometime in 
the early 1900s.

“We had the piano tuned not long 
ago. The piano tuner said the piano 
was made in 1905,” said Eaton. 

“All of these pews are old pews, but 
they’re curved. It was just a unique 
old building, you know. They had a 
picture from 1914 of those (students) 
who used to go to school here. So it 
has been here a long time.”

About 30 people attend Illinois 
Chapel regularly on Sunday, said 
Eaton, adding, “We will rebuild. Ex-
actly what is going to be determined 
on what the insurance has to say.”

Eaton said vandalism is uncom-
mon in the rural area, which is a few 
miles outside Fayetteville.

“When I started coming out here, 
there were young people who would 
come out and park at night, and I 
would have to clean up after them,” 
said the pastor. 

“I was talking to one of the sher-
iff’s deputies one day who was com-
ing through here,” Eaton continued.  
“He said, ‘We’ll watch it,’ and boy, 
I haven’t seen anything since then. 
That’s been over a year.”

A bystander said to Eaton as he 
surveyed damage, “I have never at-
tended church here, but I love this 
little church. I usually go this way to 
work. I have driven by it for 30 years. 
So sad.

“I just can’t imagine anybody 
doing this.”

continued from page one

Retiring Williams Baptist College President 
Jerol Swaim and his wife, Virginia, receive 
well wishes from Imogene Vail, a member of 
Pocahontas Baptist Church, Pocahontas. A re-
ception was held in Swaim’s honor April 17 in 
honor of his 48 years at the college, including 
17 years as president. Swaim was named presi-
dent emeritus during the event.

Swaim reception

View more
 photos at

www.arkansasbaptist.org

ABN online

IMBODEN – More than 170 stu-
dents and leaders from 16 churches 
converged on Imboden April 13-15 
as a part of CONNECT 2012.

Participants worshipped and 
prayed for the community – which 
is located in the Black River Baptist 
Association – prior to the start of 
ministry outreach activities on that 
Saturday. Students partnered with 
seven area churches to complete 
more than 18 ministry projects in 
the association.    

CONNECT started four years 
ago in an effort to help students 
connect with God, their communi-
ty, the local church and other believ-
ers through ministry and worship. 
CONNECT is a ministry of the 
Cooperative Program and the mis-
sions support team of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC). 
Through this weekend, local church-
es, associations and the convention 
partner together to reach out to 
communities.  

During the weekend, students 
participated in two block parties 
for Ravenden Baptist Church, Rav-
enden, and Wellspring Church, a 
church plant in Walnut Ridge, said 
Charity Gardner, team member of 
the ABSC missions support team. 

“Unity Baptist and Reynolds Bap-
tist from Greene County Baptist 
Association brought in block party 
trailers,” said Gardner. “With the 
block party trailers and CONNECT 
participants, these churches were 
able to reach out to the communi-
ty. Ravenden Baptist was celebrat-
ing their homecoming. Wellspring 
reached out with hosting a block 

party and soccer clinic.” 
Another ministry within Walnut 

Ridge included painting the local 
children’s shelter, she said. 

“The shelter takes in children 
who are taken out of their family 
situations,” said Gardner. “The chil-
dren are able to stay up to 45 days 
while the authorities determine if 
the children can go back to their 
families or enter into the foster care 
system.” 

CONNECT participants helped 
in painting rooms at the shelter. 

“While students were not legally 
able to interact with the children, 
students learned about praying for 
the children who would be calling 
the children’s shelter home for a 
few weeks,” said Gardner. 

Additionally, CONNECT par-
ticipants partnered with Diaz Bap-
tist Church, Newport, and Swifton 
Baptist Church, Swifton, with prayer 
walking and a community car wash. 
White Oak Baptist Church, White 
Oak, assisted elderly adults with yard 
work and light construction. 

“Arkansas churches partnering 
together to reach their community 
for Christ can be seen throughout 
the weekend,” said Gardner. “As stu-
dents are equipped to do ministry, 
they also returned to their own com-
munities with their eyes opened to 
needs around their own church.”

A family CONNECT event will 
be held Aug. 31-Sept. 2 in North 
Little Rock, Sherwood and Jackson-
ville.

Arkansas churches partner together

Day of Prayer
Sunday, May 20

Retired Baptist workers officers
Members of the Fellowship of Retired Baptist Workers elected new officers at their annual meeting 
held April 17 at Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock. From left: James Walker, president; Duaine 
Blackmore, first vice president; and Bob Holley, secretary. Not pictured is Pete Ramsey, second vice 
president.



was in the attic, “the old 
building was burning 
fast.” The fire depart-
ment arrived quickly 
and extinguished the 
fire. No one was injured 
in the blaze.

“When I arrived, 
smoke was pouring out 
the gables and the ridge 
vents,” said Wilkie.  “I 
thought we were going 
to lose the building. The 
wood in the old build-
ing is as brittle as match sticks.”

Damage is mainly isolated to 
one room and the attic, with smoke 
damage throughout the building, 
said Wilkie, adding, “All of the elec-
trical was destroyed by the fire and 
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For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

National Day of Prayer
set for May 3 in U.S.
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.  
– As American troops remain in 
harm’s way, the economy con-
tinues to waiver and elections 
approach, millions of citizens in 
the United States will gather to 
worship and pray on May 3 in ob-
servance of the 61st annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer.  Organized 
events will be held in thousands 
of public venues where interces-
sion will be made for America 
and its leadership. The theme of 
this year’s event is “One Nation 
Under God,” based on Psalm 
33:12: “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord.” 

CRESTWOOD, Ky. (BP) – The 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
will sponsor a conference on 
Calvinism in August featur-
ing four well-known panelists 
from divergent viewpoints, 
and despite its regional spon-
sorship, the conference likely 
will get widespread attention 
throughout the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The one-
day conference, advertised as 
providing an “objective look at 
today’s most discussed theo-
logical issue,” will take place 
Saturday, Aug. 4, at Crestwood 
Baptist Church in Crestwood, 
Ky., and will be recorded and 
posted on the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention website for usage 
by those not in attendance. 
The conference has been 
titled “Calvinism: Concerned? 
Curious? Confused?”

Calvinism conference
coming to Kentucky

how God has been working through 
Arkansas Baptists in Haiti since the 
2010 earthquake (see photo at right 
of a recent team that traveled to 
Haiti). What an incredible opportu-
nity!

Along with the excitement comes 
the reality check: This ain’t going to 
be easy, folks. There are several as-
pects of this trip that will be person-
ally challenging – at least for me. 

First, as a person who sometimes 
functions better when I have time to 
myself, a trip to Haiti with little time 
alone could be difficult. Second, I 
sometimes have trouble organizing 
and prioritizing, which is exactly 
what I will have to do in order to 
produce enough photos and infor-
mation in a one-week time span for 
numerous articles. Third, like many 
people, I sometimes struggle with 
having the courage to share my faith. 
Finally, on top of it all, I’m afraid I’ll 
just shut down in panic and come 
back with nothing more than snap-
shots and piecemeal interviews. 

Basically, this trip will challenge 
me – and my fellow team members 
– mentally, emotionally, physically 
and spiritually.

I’ve only really been on one mis-
sion trip before, by the way. It was 
very similar to this one – a com-
munications mission trip to Asia. It 
was one of the most uncomfortable 
trips I’ve ever been on – it was hot, 
mentally and physically exhausting, 
frustrating and I was in constant fear 
of contracting a stomach bug. It was 
worth every moment. I know this 
trip will be too. 

But what I cannot wait to see is 
how God works everything together 
for this trip. It’s not an accident I’m 
on the trip. It’s not an accident these 
other women are on this trip. I know 
God can knit together every experi-
ence, every gift, every personality – 
both ours and those of the people 
we meet – into a beautiful tapestry 
of encounters and opportunities. 

Have you ever had one of those 
“aha” moments when you realized 

KALEO calling

HAITI
continued from page one

Five members from First Baptist Church, 
Harrison, traveled to Haiti in March for a con-
struction mission trip.

how a million different things fell 
into perfect place? Suddenly, you re-
alized why things happened the way 
they did or how your past experienc-
es were useful in the current situa-
tion? That’s how I think this will be. 
God is preparing us to impact the 

hearts of the people we will meet. 
Going to serve involves obedience 

and faith. When you go, you have to 
realize it is going to be difficult, but 
you must also look forward in expec-
tancy to what God is going to do!

I encourage those of you going on 
mission trips to bathe your trip and 
team in prayer before you go.

As for my team and me, we would 
appreciate the prayers of our fellow 
Arkansas Baptists. 

And don’t forget to keep an eye 
on the Arkansas Baptist News in the 
upcoming weeks. I can’t wait to tell 
you the stories of what God does 
on this mission trip and what He is 
doing through Arkansas Baptists in 
Haiti in general. You can also follow 
our blog at www.arkansasbaptist.org 
May 4-11 to stay up-to-date during 
my trip!

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Fire damages Hilltop Lodge at Siloam
SILOAM SPRINGS – A faulty 
thermostat in a baseboard heater 
is blamed for a fire that burned a 
portion of Hilltop Lodge at Camp 
Siloam April 12.

“Without the thermostat, the 
heater was unable to regulate its 
temperature. The heater kept get-
ting hotter until the old wood in the 
building ignited,” said Jason Wilkie, 
executive director.

The fire was discovered about 8 
a.m. as the camp’s office manager, 
Anthony Chastain, arrived for work 
and saw smoke coming from the 
lodge. Chastain immediately called 
911 and then notified the staff.  

Wilkie said the staff rushed to 
put the fire out with fire extinguish-
ers and hoses, but because the fire 

needs to be replaced. A 
third of the roof joists 
need replacing, and half 
of our new roof will be 
replaced.”

Wilkie said the lodge 
was being renovated for 
new offices by camp staff 
and that they were only 
10 days from moving in. 

The building was in-
sured, and a contractor 
has already started work 
on making repairs to the 

building, said Wilkie, who encour-
aged those who would like to assist 
with repairs or make a donation for 
repairs to contact him at 479-524-
4565 or by email at jasonw@camp-
siloam.com.

Camp Siloam Director Jason 
Wilkie points to a damaged 
ceiling at Hilltop Lodge.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP) 
– WMU has introduced an 
updated trademark and a new 
tagline as part of the mis-
sions organization’s branding. 
WMU’s trademark since 2006 
has used the letters WMU with 
a larger “M” to place empha-
sis on “missions.” The new 
trademark is updated from the 
original one adopted by WMU 
in 1913. The original graphic 
contained a Christian fish 
symbol; a flame representing 
the light of Christ in Christians 
and following His light into the 
world; an open Bible represent-
ing knowledge of Scripture 
and teaching missions-related 
passages; and a globe express-
ing the outward focus on the 
peoples of the world.

WMU introduces updated
trademark and tagline

David Alderson with The Awakening of Northwest Arkansas, a church plant in Tontitown, 
talks to students at the Kaleo: Arkansas ’12 conference. Kaleo was held April 21 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, and is designed to help students identify their calling.



T he fall from grace of University 
of Arkansas head football 

Coach Bobby Petrino has dominat-
ed sports news inside and outside 
the state for the past several weeks.

It all started innocently enough 
when Petrino wrecked his Harley-
Davidson motorcycle on a country 
road outside of Fayetteville on a 
beautiful Sunday evening.

I recall the day 
well because I had 
returned from an 
80-mile ride myself 
on my own motor-
cycle – along some 
of the same types 
of roads Petrino 
was on at the time 
of his crash – only 
I was in Central 
Arkansas.

I remarked to my wife, Pamm, 
how beautiful the April 1 day 
was and how pleasant it was to be 
out riding my bike so early in the 
spring.

Of course, as we all now know, 
Petrino’s bike ride wasn’t all that 
innocent. Later in the week, after 
the head coach said he was the only 
one involved in the accident, it 
surfaced that a 25-year-old woman 
– whom he had hired just a week 
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or so earlier – was with him.
Rare in major college athletics 

today is a sense of morality and 
“doing what’s right,” but Arkansas’ 
athletic director, Jeff Long, stepped 
up and showed real leadership by 
firing Petrino – in spite of two tre-
mendously successful seasons that 
saw the Razorbacks win 21 games 
with only five losses.

Petrino was 
fired four years 
after building 
the Razorbacks 
into one of the 
powerhouse 
football teams 
in one of 
the toughest 
conferences 
in the coun-

try – the Western Division of the 
Southeastern Conference.

The Razorbacks coach betrayed 
his wife, his family and Long – as 
well as thousands of Razorback fans 
across the state. 

And Petrino betrayed the young 
men who sweated, sacrificed and 
worked untold hours under their 
coach the past four years – enabling 
Petrino to bring success to the 
Arkansas football program.

A head football coach – much 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

like a pastor of a church or leader 
of a denominational ministry – 
should work hard to always be 
above reproach morally and ethi-
cally and should strive to set the bar 
high when it comes to leadership.

While publicly Petrino has been 
criticized for his moral and ethical 
failure in this case – ultimately, it 
was his shortcomings in leadership 
that allowed all these other things 
to creep in.

Petrino’s epic fall from grace in 
Arkansas – which loved him as a 
football coach and for his winning 
ways – should serve as a reminder 
for all of us who hold a place of 
authority in the church, whether it 
be as pastor, church staff or volun-
teer leader.

It should be our goal to always 
demonstrate “God-driven” leader-
ship, or otherwise fall victim to the 
evil one who “prowls around like 
a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

The Fall

Humpty Dumpty sat on a 
wall,

Humpty Dumpty had a great 
fall.

All the Hog fans and all his 
team’s men

Couldn’t put Humpty 
Dumpty together again. 

But let’s not condemn or too 
critical be

We must remember, “It 
could have been me!”

If the guilt and shame for the 
damage he’s done

Brings true repentance then 
victory is won.

Humpty feels terrible betray-
ing self, family and friends

But this crisis should not be 
where all success ends.

God will forgive him, family 
and friends, too.

So, here’s the ball, Coach, 
it’s now up to you! 

Clyde Spurgin
Greenbrier

Churches give back
It is the world that is always 

asking for money. When did 
you go to the supermarket and 
the checker fail to ask you for 
money? Your mortgage company 
asks for money with unfailing 
regularity. Each month brings 
bills. Are any of them from the 
church? Uncle 
Sam withholds a 
percentage of every 
dollar you earn; 
your Father does 
not.

Attend worship every week 
and there is no admission 
charge. The church is there when 
you need it, with nursery provid-
ed. You can make full use of it 
and never have to pay one cent.

If you are sick, the pastor will 
visit you in the hospital. Where 
else can you get free counseling 
when you need it? Bulletins and 
newsletters are published weekly. 
No one receives a subscription 
notice “asking for money” as 
with other publications. What 
do you do when your loved 
one dies? What will it cost? The 
undertaker will certainly charge 
for his services. Your church will 
not.

You pay taxes to provide your 
children “free” public education; 
your church operates a Sunday 
school that gives quality Christian 
education at no cost.

There’s no membership fee, no 
annual dues. Is there any other or-
ganization that functions that way?

Consider this paradox. 
Compared to the government and 

the bill collec-
tors, the church 
almost never asks 
for money. Yet of 
all the things your 
money could be 

used for, none are more important 
than ministry.

The church shares the love of 
Jesus Christ. Our money goes to 
serve Him and help our fellow 
man. The church provides ministry 
in Jesus’ name to everyone whether 
they can afford to contribute or 
not. Isn’t that something you 
would like to be a part of? Think 
about it!

Steven G. Tiner
North Little Rock

LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

Send letters to the editor to   
   tim@arkansasbaptist.org

Letters to the editor
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The best ministry to the unborn
A Mother’s Day tribute

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention family ministry team.

H ave you ever considered 
writing a tribute to your 

mother? It is a way to show re-
spect and admi-
ration for who 
she is. It’s not as 
easy as buying 
a Mother’s Day 
card and sign-
ing your name. 
Use the guide 
below to help 
you think of memories you can 
identify and write out. It’s best 
to write out ideas as they come 
to mind, and then you can go 
back and clean up your thoughts 
as you prepare to write it up and 
send it. Below are a few com-
ments I included in a tribute to 
my mom.

Thanksgiving – Identify the 
special character traits of your 
mother and give thanks to God. 
Mom, you have always gone the 
extra mile in meeting people’s needs. 
Thanks for modeling how to serve 
others.

Rituals – Identify the mean-
ingful things your family did 
during holiday times. I remember 
delivering fresh baked banana 
bread to senior adults at Christmas. 
Thanks for helping me serve others.  

Involvement – Identify 
the different ways your mom 
showed her love for you by being 
involved in your events and ac-
tivities. Your voice still echoes from 
the times you cheered at different 
sports events in my life. Thanks for 
being my No. 1 cheerleader.  

Blessings – Identify the small 
things your mother did consis-
tently for you or memorable 
gifts received over the years. I 
remember the letters you wrote to 
inform me of family things when I 
left home. Thanks for reminding me 
to connect with family.

Uniqueness – Think of the 
unique things your mom did for 
you over the years or funny mo-
ments that still bring a smile to 
your face. I can’t imagine what it 
must have been like to go into labor 
on Mother’s Day at church. Thanks, 
Mom, for treasuring life enough to 
carry me to term.

Talks – Identify and write 
out the memorable phrases your 
mother used or special conver-
sations you encountered. I still 
don’t understand women, but your 
wisdom and talks have moved me 
light-years ahead. Thanks for doing 
your best to clue me in. 

Encouragement – Identify 
the different ways your mother 
has encouraged you throughout 
your lifetime. “Don’t ever forget 
who you are and whose you are” 
resonates in my mind. Thanks for 
encouraging me to remember faith 
and family roots. 

W e (Baptist preachers) are opposed to abortion. 
So we do the regular stuff to “take a stand” for 

the unborn. We sincerely pray for abortion to end, re-
fuse to vote for any politician of any party who votes to 
fund abortions or who votes to confirm a pro-abortion 
rights cabinet member, or for that matter, a politician 
who takes any other pro-abortion rights position. We 
preach against it, attend rallies, send 
money to organizations, support 
crisis pregnancy counseling and put 
crosses on the lawn of the church.

But we have stopped doing the sin-
gle best thing we can do to support 
the unborn. We have stopped the 
promotion of “Cradle Roll” in our 
churches. Cradle Roll was a Sunday 
school class with a roll, but no atten-
dance. It had no attendance because the members had 
not yet been born. A child was enrolled in Cradle Roll 
as soon as folks in the church learned the child had 
been conceived. The expectant mother was ministered 
to, the unborn child was prayed for, the parents were 
visited and generally the idea of the unborn child was 
elevated to a place of importance. We told these folks 
that Jesus loved the child when the child was still in 
the womb. And as soon as the child was born, he or 
she was promoted to the nurseries in our churches. 

And the children enrolled in Cradle Roll are not 
required to be children of church members! That 
was the beauty of it – you could enroll an expectant 
mother’s child in Cradle Roll and begin to minister to 
the mother (and father) regardless of whether they at-
tended church. This communicated Christ’s love and 
the love of the church for the unchurched at a criti-
cally important time. The church’s relationship with 
the parents grows as the child develops. The gospel is 
shared, and hopefully, by the time the child is born, he 

or she is born into a Christian family. No, Cradle Roll 
was not just for the unborn children of church mem-
bers – it was for the parents of any unborn children. 

Are you opposed to abortion like I am? Do some-
thing that can save lives and change families. Start a 
Cradle Roll ministry in your church. Make it as cultur-
ally relevant as you need to make it, but train members 

to visit pregnant mothers and talk 
to them about the Lord. Train them 
to enroll the child in Sunday school 
before the child is even born. Get 
ready for a group of expectant moth-
ers to begin to attend your church. 
Prepare to help them bring babies to 
term and learn to be good parents. 
Tell them about Jesus, who shaped 
the child in their womb. Don’t just 

“take a stand” – do something that makes an eternal 
difference. Do something that can establish the two 
most necessary relationships anyone can have – the 
relationship with Christ and the relationship with His 
Church.  

Before I finish, let me say a word to the few Cradle 
Roll workers left on this planet: Thank you. Thank 
you for investing in the lives of children who have not 
yet been born. Thank you for the phone calls to young 
mothers who don’t understand well enough to be 
grateful. Thank you for taking the lives of the unborn 
seriously. Thank you for visiting parents and for pray-
ing for families. And please, before you give up on 
the Cradle Roll, train a new generation who will care 
about the unborn like you did.  

Mary and I have an unborn granddaughter due to 
be born in May. I wish her church had a Cradle Roll. 

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. His blog is posted every Monday after-
noon at www.absc.org. 

A few years ago, the Richmond Times-Dispatch 
published the obituary of Thomas Cannon, the 

self-professed “poor man’s philanthropist.” This unas-
suming retired postal worker had given away personal 
checks – often written in $1,000 increments – to 
needy, extraordinarily kind or courageous individuals 
he read about in the newspaper.  
When Cannon died in 2005, it 
was estimated that he had given 
away more than $150,000 in a 33-
year period, often to unsuspecting 
recipients. Indeed, the magnitude 
of his generosity resonates in stark 
contrast to the modest salary he 
earned as a civil servant.  

Having served nearly two de-
cades of ministry at the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation, I have known 
personalities like Cannon – humble 
men and women who have felt com-
pelled to channel their resources in 
unique ways to promote kingdom 
efforts. In looking back, I remem-
ber:

– The bus driver and his wife who designated 
their entire estate in support of the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and the Cooperative Program.

– A Federal Reserve secretary who earmarked a 
significant endowment for Lottie Moon.

– The physician who set aside funds to give stu-
dents the opportunity to obtain a Christian higher 
education.

– The MK (missionary kid) who directed his sav-
ings to endow mission work in the 
country of his birth.

– The church secretary whose es-
tate plans revealed her heart for mis-
sions and love of a Baptist college.

– A Jewish Christian who used 
his resources to reach Jews in Israel 
for Christ.

– The teacher who utilized 
several gift annuities to provide 
her retirement income and make a 
noteworthy gift to her church at her 
death.

Many others have joined those 
identified above in proclaiming a 
fundamental truth: It’s not what 
you have that matters, but what you 

do with it. In a world overwhelmed with needs, surely 
all of us can become philanthropists at some level. 

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Everyone a philanthropist?

Financial Times
David Moore 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

Phillips

a
PasTor’s 
HearT

Emil Turner

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 

in the past six months. 
Reviews submitted for publica-

tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
Yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkansas-
baptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?
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Brenda Crawford, lead virgin Mary in “The 
Witness” production for more than 10 years, 
with her granddaughter, Sophia Crawford.

‘Witness’ tells story of Jesus through Peter’s eyes
HOT SPRINGS – “The Witness” 
is a Christian musical drama that 
tells of the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ as witnessed by the Apostle 
Peter. 

Written by Jim and Carol Owens, 
“The Witness” is described as “Ar-
kansas’ musical passion play” by 
Judy McEarl, board president and 
director of the production.                 

“It offers spiritual and inspira-
tional religious and family enter-
tainment,” said McEarl. “The gospel 
comes to life as the Apostle Peter 
tells the story of the miraculous 
events he has seen.”

McEarl said “The Witness” is 
unique because those who put to-
gether the production care about 
the people who make up the cast 
and crew.

“People are God’s priority, and 
so they must be our priority too,” 
said Tonya Donahue, a soloist and 
office manager, adding, “‘The Wit-
ness’ is a ministry within a ministry. 
Some of our cast and crew are from 
wounded, hard backgrounds.

“At ‘The Witness’, they find fam-
ily and a place to belong that’s safe 
(and) a place where they can be pro-

ductive and purposeful in God’s 
kingdom work.”

Donahue is a member of Lee Cha-
pel Baptist Church in Hot Springs.

McEarl said “The Witness” staff 
demonstrates caring for one another 
nightly during performances.

“Because we have people in our 
cast who are physically and/or men-
tally challenged – one even legally 
blind – our ‘Witness family’ watches 
out for them as we’re on stage and 
makes sure they are cared for and 
settled in position as they themselves 
are running to their own area of that 
huge 200-foot stage in the dark,” 
said McEarl.

“We have a time of prayer and 
worship every night before we go on 
stage,” she added. “After 32 years, 
I continue to be amazed as I watch 
them and am so honored to minister 
with them.” 

Dewayne and Becky White, who 
are members of Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, have been involved in the 
production for nearly two decades. 
Dewayne shares the lead role of 
Apostle Peter, along with two other 

performers, Richard McWilliams 
and Stephen Bellomy. Becky is a part 
of the production’s lighting team.

The Witness is presented as a 
live outdoor performance each Fri-
day and Saturday evening summer 
through early fall in Hot Springs. 
The 2012 season will begin Friday, 
June 1, and continue through Satur-
day, Aug. 4. After a break in August, 
performances will start again Friday, 
Aug. 31, and through Oct. 20.

A scene from a recent production of  “The Witness” depicts Jesus during His crucifixion.

Youth Pastor Summit 
May 11 in Hot Springs
HOT SPRINGS – Youth pastors 
from around the state are being in-
vited to Hot Springs Friday, May 11, 
for a morning of inspiration from 
Christian speakers at the first Youth 
Pastor Summit presented by Magic 
Springs.

Held at the Hot Springs Conven-
tion Center, the Youth Pastor Sum-
mit will feature Christian illusionist 
Brock Gill; Mark Merrill, founder 
and president of Family First and au-
thor of “All Pro Dad – Seven Essen-
tials to Be a Hero to Your Kids”; and 
Scott Dawson, founder of the Scott 
Dawson Evangelistic Association. 
The contemporary Christian group 
Cory Lamb Band will also perform.  

The summit is an official kick-
off event for Celebrate The Word, 
a Christian faith-inspired event held 
over three weekends during the sum-
mer. 

Celebrate The Word features 

many popular artists in Christian 
contemporary music, along with na-
tionally known speakers focusing on 
family and youth.

“Magic Springs is a special place 
for families,” said Steve Honeycutt, 
the park’s general manager. “We 
want to play a strong role in strength-
ening community ties by bringing 
these youth pastors together and 
providing more events at the park 
with an inspirational focus.”

Following the morning summit, 
pastors and their families are invited 
to visit Magic Springs with a Picnic 
in the Park buffet lunch and an 
afternoon of rides and attractions 
with the opportunity to return on 
Saturday at no charge.

Youth pastors will receive free 
admission to the summit, Magic 
Springs and meals. Participants are 
required to register online at www.
MagicSprings.com by May 6. 

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Our summer vacation/SBC 
preview is coming May 31
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DeGray Lake - a place for families to relax
ARKADELPHIA – As evidenced by 
its popularity for fishing, camping, 
swimming, water skiing and other 
water sports, the 13,800-acre DeG-
ray Lake is a prime vacation and 
weekend getaway in west central Ar-
kansas. 

Situated among ridges of the 
Ouachita Mountains and formed by 
a dam across the Caddo River, the 
lake has more than 700 campsites – 
ranging from full hookups to primi-
tive – and some 15 boat-launching 
ramps on its shores. Houseboating, 
sailing and scuba diving are also 
popular, as is observing bald eagles 
that winter on DeGray.

Located near Arkadelphia, this 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers res-
ervoir can be counted on for good 
catches of largemouth bass, with 
some of the fastest action provided 
by striped bass and hybrid stripers. 

The lake is home to Arkansas’ 
only resort state park, DeGray Lake 
Resort State Park, which features a 
94-room lodge with restaurant, con-
ference center and heated swimming 
pool; 18-hole championship golf 
course; tennis courts and a marina. 
Camping, trails, a swimming beach 
and numerous interpretive programs 
are also offered at the park. 

Private facilities on DeGray Lake 
include a resort with marina and 

cabins.
DeGray Lake is located on State 

Scenic 7 Byway eight miles north 
of Arkadelphia (Exit 78 off I-30 at 
Caddo Valley/Arkadelphia) and 29 

miles southwest of Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas’ leading tourist destination 
and home to Hot Springs National 
Park and many other attractions.

Construction of the DeGray Dam 

began in 1963 and was completed in 
1972. This article was reprinted from 
the Arkansas Department of Parks and 
Tourism website, www.arkansas.com. 
Used by permission.
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Obituaries

Betty Jo Lacy, 88, of Little Rock, 
died March 24. A 
native of Hatfield, 
she graduated from 
Ouachita Bap-
tist College (now 
Ouachita Baptist 
University) and 
Southwestern Bap-

tist Theological Seminary in Fort 

Worth, Texas, and went on to teach 
school. She served as a minister of 
youth in New Mexico, Texas and 
Mississippi. She served as Acteens 
consultant for the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union Department (now 
the missions support team) of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
She was a member of South High-
land Baptist Church, Little Rock. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents; three brothers; and two 

sisters. She is survived by a sister; a 
brother; and many nieces, nephews 
and friends. Funeral services were 
held March 27 at Harvey’s Chapel 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs. Burial 
took place at Godwin Cemetery in 
Hot Springs.

Donald H. Travis, 80, of El Do-
rado, died April 2 
following a short 
illness. A native of 
Hot Springs, he 
was a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist 
University and at-
tended Southwest-

ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas. He was or-
dained to the ministry in 1949 and 

pastored churches in Arkansas, Ten-
nessee, Alabama and Indiana. Ar-
kansas Baptist churches he pastored 
included Lawson Baptist Church, 
Lawson; Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
El Dorado; and Northwest Baptist 
Church, El Dorado. He served in 
various churches as interim pastor 
and music director and was active in 
Liberty Baptist Association, where 
he served in several positions, in-
cluding as moderator of the associa-
tion. He was a member and served as 
associate pastor working with senior 
adults at Lawson Baptist Church, 
where his son now pastors. He also 
served as chaplain for and on the 
advisory board of Life Touch Hos-
pice. He is preceded in death by his 
parents, one sister and two brothers. 
Survivors include his wife, Johnette 
Bradford Travis; two brothers; three 
children; and six grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held April 5 
at Parkview Baptist Church, El Do-
rado. Burial took place at Mt. Horeb 
Cemetery in Louann.

Submit church news 
by emailing Jessica 

Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbap-

tist.org or 501-376-
4791, ext. 5153.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Alton, Mo., is seeking full-
time pastor. Location in rural south Missouri 
county seat town. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, Box 187, Alton, MO 65606 or wjwynn44@
yahoo.com.

Pearcy Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Resumes should be sent to Pearcy Baptist 
Church, Attn: Search Committee, 5985 Airport Road, 
Pearcy, AR 71964.

Calvary Baptist Church in Dardanelle is seek-
ing a full-time, SBC licensed and ordained 
pastor. Candidates must have completed seminary 
studies. Prefer candidates between 40-50 years of 
age with a minimum of 5 years pastoral experi-
ence. Contact Lawrence at 479-229-2520 or at 
vaughn@528centurytel.net or Monte at 479-477-
0137 or at msims@dardanellepolice.com. Mail re-
sumes to P.O. Box 532, Dardanelle, AR 72834.

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time senior pastor after the re-
tirement of our pastor of 23 years. Resumes may be 
emailed to fbc-morrilton@suddenlinkmail.com or 
sent to FBC Morrilton, Pastor Search Committee, 200 
E. Church Street, Morrilton, AR 72110. Our website 
is fbcmorrilton.com and we also have a Facebook 
page.

Alexander First Baptist Church – looking for a 
bi-vocational pastor. Salary negotiable at a 

certain level. Please send resume and ask for an ap-
plication to AFBC, P.O. Box 86, Alexander, AR 72202 or 
email at AFBC@att.net.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark., is prayerfully 
seeking a pastor following the retirement of its pas-
tor after 15 years of service. Please email resumes 
to searchfbc11@yahoo.com or mail to Pastor Search 
Committee, 100 East Peach Street, Room 350, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

Maple Grove Baptist Church in Trumann, Ark., 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 13509 Maple Grove 
Road, Trumann, AR 72472 or email them to rhendrix@
centurytel.net.

West Fork First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to WFFBC, P.O. 
Box 1000, West Fork, AR 72774, or email to west-
forkfbc@yahoo.com.

to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 
72024.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

First Baptist, Harrison, Ark., is accepting resumes 
for associate pastor for recreation and stu-
dent ministries. Must have at least college de-
gree and 3-5 years full-time experience in similar 
field or seminary degree with part-time experience. 
Send to Rob Davis (robd@fbcharrison.org).

First Baptist Church seeking interim worship 
leader. Also accepting resumes for permanent 
part-time worship leader (blended service). Please 
send resumes to Mary Wise, P.O. Box 66, Sheridan, 
AR 72150, or email monlyeonly.wise54@yahoo.
com.

ing God’s man to lead in worship and coordinate youth 
ministry. Must be willing to grow into the future with 
us. Send resumes to Believers Baptist Church, 13909 
W. 21st North, Wichita, KS 67235 or tohls@believers-
baptistchurch.com.

The Viola Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth minister. Please send resumes to Search 
Committee, c/o Viola Baptist Church, P.O. Box 295, 
Viola, AR 72583 or email to pastor@fbcviola.com. 

Trinity Baptist of Benton is seeking a part-time 
worship leader responsible for all worship services 
and working with our worship choir. We run around 
180-200 in morning worship with 20-25 in our wor-
ship choir. Send resumes to trinitybenton@ymail.com 
or to Trinity Baptist Church at 702 Church, Benton, AR 
72015.

New Hope Baptist Church West is accepting appli-
cations for minister of music. Please send resumes 
to Pastor/Music Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Duncan, OK 73534.

Pineville Park Baptist Church in Pineville, La., is 
seeking a full-time music minister. If interested, 
email resumes to Pastor Steve McAlister at steve@
pinevillepark.org.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 
72132. 501-397-2576 or 501-554-6220 or river013@
centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-
time or full-time music minister. Send resume 

Sugarloaf Baptist Church in Heber Springs, Ark., 
is seeking a 20-plus passenger bus in good 
condition. 501-362-2448.

MISCELLANEOUS

First Baptist Church in Manila, Ark., is seeking a 
full-time student pastor. Please mail resume to 
P.O. Box 1304, Manila, AR 72442, or email nrussell@
firstbaptistmanila.org.

Gosnell Baptist Church of Blytheville, Ark., is seek-
ing a full-time music and youth minister. 
Send resume to Gosnell Baptist Church, 603 Highway 
181, Blytheville, AR 72315.

Full-time music/youth minister: Growing 
suburban congregation in NW Wichita, Kan., is seek-

Place classifieds by calling Nelle O’Bryan at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155
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M ost people live at the corner 
of Hopelessness and Despair. 

In their despair, 
they search for all 
kinds of remedies 
for their hopeless-
ness. The temporal 
nature of these rem-
edies leaves them 
searching for more 
and never really 
finding or enjoy-
ing ultimate hope. 
Hope is an assured 
expectation with a 
belief in the possibility that some-
thing will be done. There is an in-
separable relationship between faith 

and hope. Hebrews 11:1 (NLT) ex-
plains the relationship when it says, 

“Faith is the con-
fidence that what 
we hope for will 
actually happen; 
it gives us assur-
ance about things 
we cannot see.” 

Hannah is an 
excellent example 
of a woman of 
faith who trusted 
the Lord for the 
thing she wanted 

most. Hannah was the second wife 
to Elkanah. His first wife, Penin-
nah, gave birth to many sons and 

daughters while Hannah remained 
barren. Each time the family would 
travel to Shiloh to worship, Penin-
nah would taunt Hannah for not 
having any children (1 Sam. 1:6-7).  
Hannah would be in tears and too 
upset to eat the ceremonial meal.  
She desperately wanted a child. 
Her desperation drove her to pray 
intensely to the Lord (1 Sam. 1:9-
11). Eli, the priest, noticed that she 
was moving her lips but not making 
any audible sounds and thought she 
was drunk. Hannah explained her 
praying, and she received Eli’s bless-
ing (1 Sam. 1:17). Hannah was no 
longer sad and was able to go back 
to the meal and eat (1 Sam. 1:18). 

She knew the Lord would answer 
her prayer. 

Hannah accompanied her prayer 
with a vow to give the child to the 
Lord so that he could serve Him all 
his life (1 Sam. 1:11). The Lord used 
the desire of a mother’s heart to 
bring forth a prophet, Samuel, that 
lifted his people out of a dark and 
hopeless age into the golden age of 
David’s kingdom (1 Sam. 7:3).

It will be the simple desires and 
earnest prayers of mothers, fathers 
and churches that will raise up men 
and women who will bring eternal 
salvation to a world desperately 
looking for hope. Hannah’s legacy 
of hope should be our legacy.

Growing up, we had a fam-
ily Bible with pictures. It was 

heavy, and my parents would place it 
in my lap on a pillow. What a thrill it 
was to turn the pages. I would stare 
at the pictures as they told the sto-
ries. Adam and Eve, Noah and the 
ark, Abraham and Isaac – all these 
images came to life in my mind.  

There was one image that broke 
my heart each time – the image of 
my precious Jesus dying on a cross. 
My parents shared with me the mes-
sage of the cross and how to obtain 
salvation. I believed. As simple as 
that – I believed. I knew Jesus loved 
me and died so I could live again. I 
asked Him into my heart.

Why is it hard for some to be-
lieve? Sure, there are those who be-
lieve in God and His Son, but they 
feel salvation is not for them. Some 
feel they have gone too far in sin for 
Jesus to ever forgive. 

Listen to what Luke 23:39-43 
(NIV) says: “One of the criminals 
who hung there hurled insults at 
him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah?  Save 
yourself and us!’ 

“But the other criminal rebuked 
him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, 
‘since you are under the same sen-
tence? We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds de-
serve. But this man has done noth-
ing wrong.’  

“Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your king-
dom.’ 

“Jesus an-
swered him, 
‘Truly I tell 
you, today 
you will be 
with me in 
paradise.’” 

The two 
thieves had 
two different 
arguments . 
One, in anger, challenged Christ to 
save them if He really was the true 
Messiah. The other defended Christ 
for he knew He was innocent. Jesus 

was touched by that thief’s humble-
ness. Today the thief has been par-
doned and lives in paradise. 

Oh, my friend, Jesus 
loves you more than 
you will ever know. His 
love fills the heart and 
surrounds the soul. 
Like the thief on the 
cross, believe in Him. 
Put your trust in Him. 
Lay your burdens at 
His feet. Let Him meet 
your need. Allow Him 

to fill that void in your life. He is 
all you will ever need to ease your 
weary mind. He is patiently waiting. 
Believe, just believe.

M y husband and I received a 
phone call in August 2010 

that my grandmother had had a 
stroke. We were nearly two hours 
away, and I felt completely helpless. 
I vaguely remember packing a bag. 
All I could do was pray, “God don’t 
take her until I can say goodbye.” 

All the memories I shared with 
her came flooding to my mind. 

We made it to the hospital, and 
we were allowed to see her for a few 
minutes. She was talking, but all she 
could say was, “Oh yeah.” 

I begged God for a miracle. With 
each word I prayed, she would say, 
“Oh yeah.”   

For two weeks, my large family 
bombarded heaven with prayers. 
We did not stop. We couldn’t stop. 
Doctors and nurses said, “I’m sorry, 
but she doesn’t know you; half of 
her brain is not functioning. It is 
dead.” 

Yet, when I asked for a hug, she 
raised her left arm and caressed my 
back as I cradled her in our last em-
brace. 

I pleaded with God for her heal-
ing. In desperation, I asked God if 
He could see me, if He could hear 
me and if He really cared. Imme-
diately, I was ashamed. God was 
in control, and I had to accept His 

choice with a grateful heart, under-
standing He knew what was best. 
We want to hold on to what we 
know, what is fa-
miliar, what we 
love.  But God 
gives us grace to 
let go. 

God had to say 
goodbye to a Son 
He loved dearly. 
He watched 
from the portals 
of heaven as our 
Lord and Savior prayed with such 
grief and emotion that His sweat 
was as great drops of blood. 

Christ prayed for the cup to pass 
from Him if it was God’s will, but 
He took the cup given to Him for 

our redemption. 
Mamaw loved 

God with all her 
heart, and she was 
never ashamed to let 
people know. The 
pages in her Bible 
were worn from the 
hours of meditation 
and prayer. I believe 
with all my heart 

that when she closed her eyes on 
earth and opened them in heaven, 
her words were, “Oh yeah.”

He voluntarily suffered: Be grateful  

He offers salvation: Believe  

A legacy of hope

I was asked to officiate a funeral 
for a lady who was not a member 

of a church. When I asked the fam-
ily about the woman’s faith, there 
was a time of 
silence as fam-
ily members 
looked at each 
other searching 
for an answer. 
Finally, one of 
the daughters 
said, “Mom 
joined a Baptist 
church years ago 
but never went 
much.” 

Having your name on a church 
role is not the same as a legacy of 

faith. The only way we can leave a 
legacy of faith for our children is 
to dynamically live out our faith in 
their presence.  

Abraham was a 
man of great faith. 
God tested his faith 
by having Abraham 
offer his son, Isaac, 
as a sacrifice (Gen. 
22:2). The dynam-
ics of his passing the 
test can strengthen 
our faith and help 
us understand the 
importance of leav-
ing a legacy of faith 

for our children.  
God commanded Abraham to 

offer up Isaac as a sacrifice. Abra-
ham immediately took Isaac to the 
place of sacrifice, bound him and 
placed him on an altar (Gen. 22:9).  
There was no theological discussion 
of what God meant. There was no 
arguing with God about the fair-
ness of His command. There was no 
waiting or hesitation while other op-
tions were explored. To Abraham, 
complete obedience was the only 
option. 

It is interesting to note that Abra-
ham never used the word “sacrifice.” 
He told the two young men to stay 
behind while he and Isaac went 
up to the mountain to “worship” 
and then they would return (Gen. 
22:5). 

Abraham looked beyond the 
sacrifice and saw that what he was 
doing was worship. Often we cannot 
worship because we are not willing 
to make the appropriate sacrifices. 

Isaac asked his father where the 
lamb was for the burnt offering 
(Gen. 22:7). Abraham simply told 
him God would provide (Gen. 22:8). 
As Abraham held the knife above 
his son’s chest, God spoke and told 
him not to harm his son. The Lord 
provided a ram as a substitute for 
the sacrifice (Gen. 22:11-13).

To leave a legacy of faith, we need 
to be completely obedient, make the 
appropriate sacrifices to truly wor-
ship and live out our faith in the 
presence of our children.

A legacy of faith 
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Protect against copper theft
WITH COPPER THEFT on the rise 
in Arkansas and across the United 
States, churches should be aware of 
certain practices that can help safe-
guard against costly losses.

According to an article published 
in Church Mutual’s Risk Reporter 
newsletter, the rise of copper prices 
has also increased the incidents of 
cooper theft.

In 2011, prices for copper reached 
an unprecedented value – more 
than $4.60 per pound – resulting 
in a spike in copper theft, said Gary 
Bush of the Institute of Scrap Recy-
cling Industries.

According to the article, Church 
Mutual customers alone amassed 
$10.7 million in copper thefts in 
2011 – which was half of all the com-
pany’s theft claims.

Because copper is 100 percent re-
cyclable, high prices make churches 
easy targets for theft.

The Risk Reporter listed several 
tips designed to help churches deter 
losses:

– Restrict access to the church fa-
cility, especially where air condition-
ing units are located.

– Install video surveillance cam-
eras to exterior areas.

– Mark metals in units.
– If construction work is being 

done to the church facility, be sure 
to secure work materials nightly.

– Work with neighbors and local 
police to help alert the church to 
suspicious activity.

– And finally, if metal theft does 
occur, be sure to contact authorities 
immediately, so that local recyclers 
and scrap dealers can be alerted.

“One of the biggest problems we 
have is that people don’t report sto-
len property,” said Roger Young, a 
retired deputy and director of loss 
prevention and law enforcement at 
SA Recycling. “If theft isn’t reported, 
law enforcement agents don’t have a 
victim, and without a victim, there 
isn’t a crime.”
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Electrical fire damages 
Hilltop Lodge facility
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Fire at camp
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 
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