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‘Urban coalition’ reaches out in urban centers, Delta

Jones to lead 
Williams Baptist
WALNUT RIDGE – Thomas O. 
Jones, 56, has been selected as the 
sixth president of Williams Baptist 
College (WBC). 

The announcement 
came during a news con-
ference held Friday, March 
30, on the campus of the 
four-year liberal arts college 
in Walnut Ridge. Jones suc-
ceeds Jerol Swaim, who is 
retiring in June after serv-
ing at the college for 48 
years – 17 years as its presi-
dent.

Jones was approved by a vote of 
the Williams board of trustees fol-
lowing his nomination by the col-
lege’s presidential search commit-
tee.

“Dr. Jones is an incredible com-
municator, a highly intelligent and 
perceptive leader and a wonderful 
Christian example. With his warm, 

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LINCOLN – The process began 
about three years ago in March 2009. 
That’s when Liberty Baptist Church, 
Lincoln, began constructing a new 

Nailbenders ‘blessed’ to give
building – an add-on to their exist-
ing building that will double their 
space. 

Jimmy Mauldin, pastor of Liberty 
Baptist, said much of the construc-

personal manner and his strong sup-
port of the vision of WBC, the com-
mittee found him to be a perfect 

fit for the college,” said 
Dana Kelley of Jones-
boro, who chaired the 
search committee. Kelley 
is a Williams alumnus 
and board member.

“I am extremely hum-
bled to be chosen as the 
sixth president of WBC,” 
said Jones. “To be asked 
to lead an institution 

with such a grand history 
that has done so much for the re-
gion and state is indeed an honor.”

Jones is no stranger to Williams 
or to Arkansas, having served at the 
college from 1994 to 2000 as vice 
president for institutional advance-
ment. He has held the same title at 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary in California for the past 
12 years.

See NAILBENDERS page 6

LITTLE ROCK – Assisting churches 
and associations to reach all the peo-
ple who live in Arkansas – especial-
ly those who make their homes in 
urban areas and the Arkansas Delta 
region – is the goal of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
missions ministries team’s church 
planting personnel.

Though Arkansas Baptists have 
been more effective at reaching peo-
ple in some areas of the state, ABSC 
church planting representatives be-
lieve they can do better – especially 

in urban settings and the econom-
ically-depressed Delta, said Tim 
Wicker, ABSC missions ministries 
team member and church planting 
strategist.

To help accomplish this, the 
convention recently hired Willie 
Jacobs to serve as urban church 
planting strategist on the missions 
ministries team. 

For the past two years, Jacobs, 
previously with the North Ameri-
can Mission Board, has been work-
ing as a consultant with the ABSC 

missions ministries team to target 
urban church planters. 

As God has raised up men who 
are interested in urban church 
planting, Wicker said Jacobs has 
met with them to help identify and 
partner with them as church plant-
ers.

As a result of the partnerships, 
Jacobs and ABSC personnel joined 
with urban church planters to 
plant five churches aimed at reach-

See COALITION page 2

Robert Hale (right), member of Liberty Baptist Church, Lincoln, works alongside a member of 
Nailbenders for Jesus to construct the church’s new building.

Willie Jacobs talks with church planters at 
an urban coalition meeting.

See WILLIAMS page 3

Jones

BAPTISTS ACROSS Arkansas are 
asked to pray May 20 not only for 
the work of their state newspaper, 
but also for the Lord of the harvest 
to work across Arkansas through 
the ministry of Arkansas Baptist 
churches and institutions.

“The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) Day of Prayer is a wonder-

ful opportunity to bring attention 
to the significant work God is 
doing through Arkansas Baptists 
across the Natural State,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor. 

“While the staff and trustees 
of the Arkansas Baptist News covet 

ABN Day of Prayer set

See PRAYER page 3

Swaim reception page 3
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ing African Americans in Arkansas 
last year.

Jacobs, who has been involved 
in urban church planting for sev-
eral years, said church planting in 
an urban context was a passion of 
his because “just as Jesus was min-
istering, He ministered in an urban 
context.”

He also said urban communities 
represent the largest populations 
of people in Arkansas. He believes 
urban church plants are the key to 
making “a real impact for reaching 
Arkansas.”

Church planting serves to “help 
push back the darkness” in urban 
areas through “prayer and recruit-
ment of SBC partners and church 
planters,” explained Jacobs.

“From this, our hope is to iden-
tify church planters and churches 
that have a passion for (church plant-
ing),” he continued.

Coalition formed
The ABSC recently began work-

ing to form an urban coalition 
comprised of church planters and 
to establish church leaders who are 
interested in planting churches in 
urban areas. 

The network of Arkansas Baptists, 
known as the “urban coalition,” will 
work together to “develop a strategy” 
to reach urban cities with the gospel 
of Christ, said Jacobs.

Though the ministry is still in the 

beginning stages, Wicker said it is 
obvious God is at work. 

“We’ve just been taking baby 
steps, and God’s opened up so 
much when we do that,” he said.

Wicker said he has enjoyed watch-
ing God “raise up” the church plant-
ers within the state and connect 
them with the ABSC personnel. 

Though church planting person-
nel initially plan to focus on the 
Little Rock area, they also plan to 
expand their outreach to the Arkan-
sas Delta, including Northeast and 
Southeast Arkansas. 

“We’d like to set up coalitions 
throughout the state to reach under-
served, underreached and unsaved 
people groups,” said Jacobs. 

Those groups could include other 
ethnic groups as well, said Wicker, 
noting a growing population of Bur-
mese in Clarksville and a ministry 
to Chinese people in Jonesboro.

“God has sent the world to us – to 
Arkansas,” said Jacobs. “We have to 
reach the people God sent here.”

Jacobs said his goal is simply to 
“make sure we are planting solid, 
healthy Southern Baptist churches 

… so that people can be reached 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Jacobs said he would like for Ar-
kansas Baptist churches to begin 
praying for the ministry, asking them 
to “be prepared to look outside and 
think outside their walls and come 
alongside to partner to help plant 
churches throughout Arkansas.”

 “We are going to minister to 
people wherever we find them,” he 
said.

For more information, contact 
Willie Jacobs at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5159.

Watson resigns from ABN staff to accept HSV post
LiSA WATSoN, associate editor 
of the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
since 2010, has announced her resig-
nation, effective March 31. She has 
accepted a position as communica-
tion specialist for the Hot Springs 
Village Property owners Associa-
tion.

Watson began serving on the 
ABN staff in 2002 as assistant to the 
editor. The position was upgraded 
to assistant editor/office manager 
in July 2008. She was promoted to 
associate editor in January 2010.

“it has been a privilege to serve 

the Arkansas Baptist News for more 
than nine years,” said Watson. 
“Thank you, Arkansas Baptists, for 
your friendships and for al-
lowing me to tell the story of 
how God is at work in your 
lives.”

“i will always treasure 
my time as part of the ABN 
team,” she continued.

Watson said she looks for-
ward to her new job in Hot 
Springs Village and hopes to have 
the opportunity to become more in-
volved ministering to international 

students; serving at her church, 
Friendship Baptist Church in Sher-
wood; and spending time with her 

family, especially her nephew, 
Johan.

ABN Editor Tim Yar-
brough said Watson would 
be missed at the newspaper.

“Lisa has been a valued 
member of the ABN team 
in a variety of roles for many 
years,” said Yarbrough. “Per-

sonally, it has been a joy working 
with her since my arrival at the 
newspaper a little more than a year 

ago. We all wish her the best in her 
new endeavors.”

Before joining the ABN staff, 
Watson served as a student minister 
and prayer coordinator in Poland 
with the international Mission 
Board. Earlier, she was ministry as-
sistant for the leadership and wor-
ship team of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

A native of Arkansas City, Wat-
son is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Monticello and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Watson

BATESViLLE – Frank H. Shell, 78, 
of Batesville, died March 19. A na-
tive of Sage, he was a former Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC) faculty 
member and baseball coach. He also 
served as chairman of Williams’ 
board of trustees for several terms.

“i don’t have adequate words to 
express my appreciation for Frank 
Shell,” said Williams President Jerol 
Swaim. “Frank and i came on the 
faculty together in the 1964-65 aca-
demic year, and he quickly became 
one of my dearest friends. He has 

been a steadfast and generous sup-
porter of WBC for all these years, 
and his guidance as board chairman 
has been invaluable.”

Two facilities at Williams are 
named in Shell’s honor. Shell Base-
ball Field is named for the former 
coach. Shell Wing provides resi-
dence hall space for more than 40 
female students, and it was named 
after Shell for his work in coordinat-
ing volunteers from the North Cen-
tral Arkansas and independence 
Baptist associations who built the 

facility.
Shell, who was a member of 

West Baptist Church, Bates-
ville, also served as pastor 
of several Arkansas Baptist 
churches, including Sage 
Baptist Church, Sage; White 
oak Baptist Church, Wal-
nut Ridge; and First Baptist 
Church, Walnut Ridge. He 
also served churches in Mon-
tana. 

He was a graduate of ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadelphia 

and Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Loretta; five children; and 16 
grandchildren. Funeral ser-
vices were held March 22 at 
West Baptist Church, Bates-
ville.

Memorials may be made 
to Williams Baptist College, 
60 Fulbright Ave., Walnut 

Ridge, AR 72476 or Yellowstone 
Baptist Church, 1515 Shiloh Road, 
Billings, MT 59106.

Shell, former Williams faculty member and trustee, dies

Shell

2012 State Bible Drill held in Bryant
BRYANT – The State Bible Drill 
was held at First Southern Baptist 
Church in Bryant on March 10 
with 137 children and youth par-
ticipating in the event. 

The Youth Drill winner was 
Cara Hick, a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Foreman. The Youth 
Drill runner-up was Elizabeth 
Jarrett, from Broadmoor Baptist 
Church, Brinkley. 

The High School Drill winner 
was Lydia Kellar, from First Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs, and the 
High School Drill runner-up was 
Nicole Drummond, from First 
Baptist Church, Nashville.

 The youth and high school win-
ners will represent Arkansas in the 
National Bible Drill on June 22 in 
Brunswick, Ga.
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Kelley said that Jones’ previous 
service at Williams was just one 
of several assets in the eyes of the 
search committee.

“His previous service at WBC 
was a positive factor. But in the end, 
Dr. Jones emerged as the best can-
didate on his own merits and his 
experience at other places, as well. 
The fact that he is returning to Wil-
liams is just an added blessing since 
he has many friends here who will 
welcome him back,” said the search 
committee chair.

During his previous service at 
Williams, Jones was active in an 
array of community activities.  He is 
a graduate of Leadership Lawrence 
County (LLC), and he chaired the 
planning committee for subsequent 
LLC classes. He completed the Re-
gional Leaders Program at Arkansas 
State University and is a past chair 
of the Single Parent Scholarship 
Fund of Lawrence County. 

“Williams has always played a big 
part in the local history of North-
east Arkansas. WBC will continue 
to look for more opportunities to 
provide leadership and resources to 
meet the spiritual, cultural, econom-
ic and social needs of the region,” 
said Jones.  

“Our most valuable involvement 
is through WBC graduates who 
permeate the educational systems, 
churches and marketplaces of the 
region,” he added. “Through the 

WILLIAMS
continued from page one

leadership training they have expe-
rienced at Williams, they have the 
potential and have proven to be cata-
lysts in the continuing development 
of the rural and urban communities 
in which they live and work.”

The selection of Jones as Wil-
liams’ next president was greeted 
warmly by Emil Turner, executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. Williams is owned 
and operated by the ABSC.

“The search committee 
has done an excellent 
job in recommending 
Dr. Jones as the new 
president for Wil-
liams Baptist Col-
lege,” said Turner, 
following the selec-
tion of the new presi-
dent. “He is widely re-
spected as a Baptist edu-
cator, convinced of God’s 
Word and has a demonstrated 
commitment to Baptist higher edu-
cation.”

Turner added, “Dr. Jones will be 
an asset not only to Williams Baptist 
College, but to the entire Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. With his 
commitment to Scripture, his un-
derstanding of the Southern Bap-
tist Cooperative Program and his 
obvious devotion to Baptist educa-
tion, he is the right man to pick up 
Dr. Swaim’s mantle and continue 
the great work being done at Wil-
liams.”

Jones earned his doctorate in 
education at Pepperdine Universi-
ty in California. He completed his 
bachelor’s degree in communication 

arts at California State University 
and received a master’s degree in 
communication from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas.

He is married to Gail Jones, who 
is a librarian for a public library in 
California. They have two grown 
children. Jones is an Arkansas na-
tive, having lived most of his child-

hood in the state. His father, the 
late Don Jones, pastored 

several Baptist churches 
in Arkansas, and his 
mother lives in Der-

mott.
Jones spoke in 

glowing terms of 
the man he will suc-
ceed as president. 

“There are few 
college presidents 

who have accom-
plished what Jerol Swaim 

has done. His determination, 
expertise and commitment are par-
alleled by very few. It is a cherished 
blessing to count as a friend one 
who so embodies what a Christian 
leader should be,” he said.

Swaim said he is very pleased 
to pass the Williams presidency to 
someone of Jones’ caliber.  

“I hold Tom Jones in the highest 
esteem both personally and profes-
sionally,” Swaim said. “Our time 
working together at WBC was a 
blessing for me, and I was delighted 
to learn that he is to be the next 
leader of this great institution. He 
is an outstanding choice.”

Jones will assume office at Wil-
liams in July.

WALNUT RIDGE – A retirement 
reception for Jerol Swaim, 
president of Williams Baptist 
College, will be held from 
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, April 17, in the rotunda 
of Swaim Administration 
Building on the college’s 
campus. Swaim is retiring as 
Williams’ president in June.

Swaim has served at Wil-
liams since 1964, starting out 
as a professor of history, govern-

ment and economics. He became 
academic dean of the college 
in 1973 and has also held 
the titles of vice president 
for academic affairs and 
executive vice president. In 
1995, he was elected the 
fifth president of Williams, 
a role he has filled since that 
time.

The reception is open to 
the public, and everyone is 

invited to attend. Special presenta-

tions will be made at 5 p.m. during 
the event.

No gifts are requested, but 
friends are encouraged to send let-
ters and messages of appreciation, 
which will be compiled in a book 
and presented to Swaim. Letters can 
be sent in care of the Williams Of-
fice of Public Relations, Box 3727, 
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476. Messages 
may also be sent through the Wil-
liams website at www.williamsbap-
tistcollege.com/swaim.

Retirement reception for Swaim April 17

prayers for the work we do in fur-
thering the gospel in our state, we 
feel it is important to bring atten-
tion to the entire scope of the min-
istries being carried out by Arkansas 
Baptists, their churches and institu-
tions,” he said.

The focal Scripture passage for the 
Day of Prayer is Luke 10:2 (HCSV), 
which says, “He told them: ‘The har-
vest is abundant, but the workers are 
few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of 
the harvest to send out workers into 
His harvest.’”

Swaim

PRAYER
continued from page one

The plan for this year’s Day of 
Prayer is to mail a spe-
cial bulletin insert to 
all Arkansas Baptist 
churches for distribu-
tion on May 20 or the 
following Sunday, said 
Yarbrough. The insert 
is being produced by 
the ABN in coopera-
tion with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-
tion executive support 
team.

“One side of the 
beautiful full-color 
insert will be informa-
tion about how to pray 
for and support the ABN; the other 

side will include information about 
the Cooperative Pro-
gram in Arkansas,” 
said Yarbrough.

Yarbrough and 
members of the ABN 
staff are available to 
speak on May 20 or 
other times during 
May to support the 
emphasis, he added. 
If you would like to 
request a speaker for 
your church for a 
Sunday morning or 
evening or a Wednes-
day night, please 
contact the ABN at 

abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

Digest
Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Giving rebounding for
majority of churches

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
When “October Baby” rolled to 
a Top 10 finish on its opening 
weekend, it further demon-
strated that faith-based movies 
can be successful in theaters 
on a regular basis – and that 
Provident Films, which mar-
keted the film to Christian 
audiences, knows the formula, 
said Kris Fuhr, vice president 
of theatrical marketing for 
Provident.

DENVER – Churches suffered 
from plummeting donations 
after the recession began in 2008. 
But in the past year, a majority of 
congregations experienced giv-
ing increases because of a better 
economy, higher attendance and 
more church teaching on giving, 
according to the fourth annual 
“State of the Plate” constituency 
survey of more than 1,360 con-
gregations. The recent study re-
vealed that 51 percent of church-
es saw giving increase in 2011, up 
from 43 percent in 2010 and 36 
percent in 2009.

Faith-based movies
are hit in theaters 

WASHINGTON (BP) – Two 
more countries – Turkey and 
Tajikistan – are worthy of inclu-
sion on a list of the world’s 
worst violators of religious liber-
ty, the congressionally approved 
watchdog, the United States 
Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 
recommends in its annual 
report. 

Turkey, Tajikistan joins
anti-religious liberty list

SEATTLE (BP) – One of the 
nation’s leading traditional 
groups is calling for a boycott of 
Starbucks because of the compa-
ny’s support of a gay “marriage” 
bill and its legal opposition to 
the Defense of Marriage Act. 
The “Dump Starbucks” protest 
by the National Organization 
for Marriage was announced 
March 21, the same day the 
organization launched a 
DumpStarbucks.com website 
where supporters could sign a 
petition to Starbucks, tell their 
friends via social media about 
the boycott and even enter their 
zip code to learn of alternatives 
to Starbucks.

Boycott of Starbucks
encouraged by group

Day of
Prayer
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we have been traditionally known. 
For example, we actually fund our 
evangelism area at a higher level 
than 2010. We are also assisting 
our conventions with prioritizing 

evangelism re-
sources from 
NAMB to 
help existing 
churches and 
church plants 
in developing 
evangelism 
strategies that 

will impact their fields of ministry. 
We are involved in chaplaincy, di-
saster relief and volunteer missions. 
But yes, we have an increased focus 
in church planting.

Why? Because that’s what 
Southern Baptists told us to do — 
and that is what our trustees and I 
believe will be the best way of pen-

I will be the first to admit the 
news and editorial pages of the 

Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) aren’t 
as sophisticated as some state 
Baptist newspapers – but what we 
lack in sophistication I believe we 
make up in the reporting and shar-
ing of news and information about 
Arkansas Baptists.

Last month I did an informal 
survey of our 
newspaper to get an 
idea of how we are 
doing in reporting 
a variety of stories 
about Arkansas 
Baptists in various 
regions of the state.

Honestly, I was 
surprised at how 
diversified the 
news is that we publish. While we 
continue to have a lot of stories 
originate from Central Arkansas 
– Little Rock, North Little Rock, 
Benton, Conway, Jacksonville and 
Cabot – I was pleasantly surprised 
to see practically every region of 
Arkansas represented.

Whether it was in a large news 
or feature story or a shorter story 
on our Across Arkansas page, 
but there they were – Hughes, 
Kingsland, Atkins, Rose Bud, 
Gravel Ridge and Berryville, 
among many others – with timely 
information about what God is 
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doing through His people known as 
Arkansas Baptists.

As you have read in this space 
before, the staff of the ABN has 
worked hard this past year to in-
crease the number of stories about 
Arkansas Baptists and decrease 
other news from outside the state – 
unless, of course, it is important to 
Arkansas Baptists.

That effort 
has resulted 
in more than 
a 60 percent 
increase in news 
and informa-
tion published 
about and 
for Arkansas 
Baptists. How 
did we do it? It 

was really quite simple – we have 
worked to reduce the length of 
our stories in order to report more 
stories.

With that said, we can’t do what 
we do without you, our loyal ABN 
readers. As I travel around the state 
meeting pastors and members – I 
ask pastors about what God is 
doing in their churches. Sometimes 
pastors are quick to tell me of some 
exciting things God is doing, but 
other times they might say some-
thing like, “Oh, God is doing some 
great things, but I’m not sure it is 
anything you would want to publish 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

timers call them – to help us do 
a better job of reporting across 
Arkansas. Our goal is to publish at 
least one page every quarter tar-
geted directly to one of four regions 
outside Central Arkansas.

Stay tuned. This is going to be 
exciting! And what’s more, it’s 
all about you and the work God 
is doing through you and your 
churches in the Natural State.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

When Southern Baptists 
overwhelmingly adopted the 

Great Commission Resurgence, 
they expressed a desire for NAMB 
to be more focused on church 
planting and to 
think in more 
missiological ways. 
That has meant 
some shifts and 
changes. For exam-
ple, we are putting 
greater focus and 
energy on involv-
ing established churches in the 
planting of new churches in major 
urban regions outside of traditional 
Southern Baptist strongholds.

That leads to questions about 
how systems will be structured and 
how they will function. To the sur-
prise of some, we continue to do 
a whole series of things for which 

VIEWPOINT

Kevin Ezell
North American Mission Board

etrating lostness in North America.
Being a missions agency also 

requires us to think in missiological 
ways. And part of that also helps us 
ask questions about how we work 
with our partners outside of what 
have been traditional Southern 
Baptist regions. We are committed 
to, and are already now, putting 
substantially more money into 
evangelistic church planting in what 
Southern Baptists call “new work” 
regions.

In addition, we are placing more 
money in general into those regions 
(not just to fund church planting). 
But missiological thinking also 
requires us to shift the way we fund 
our work in what are often called 
the “new work states.”

Historically, when Southern 
Baptists began work in North 
America outside the South, we 

sought to replicate state conven-
tion structures just like we have in 
the South. Thus, the same staffing 
model would be present in both 
places.

However, we have learned from 
history, and we know in missiol-
ogy, that is typically not the best 
approach. For example, almost 
100 years ago, John Nevius wrote 
his missionary principles that have 
become foundational for missiolo-
gists.

One of Nevius’ five principles is 
that missions should only develop 
the programs and institutions that 
the local church desires and can 
support itself. Missionaries discov-
ered that when outside finances 
support administrative structures 
in missionary areas, the end results 

Churches, not infrastructure, reach new areas

in the newspaper.” 
I am quick to tell them they are 

wrong because I believe – no matter 
how small a story may seem – if it 
is telling about the activity of God 
in the state, it is news to Arkansas 
Baptists.

Soon the ABN will be announc-
ing a major initiative to further 
improve our reach into the state. 
We are bringing back the concept 
of “regional correspondents” – or 
“stringers” as some of the old-



www.arkansasbaptist.org OpiniOn 5

Get ready for summer
Family prayer walk

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention family ministry team.

S pring is finally here – 
warmer weather, blooming 

flowers, budding trees, pollen 
invasion, aller-
gies, yard work 
and people 
spending more 
time outside. 
Spring is a good 
time to walk 
around your 
community and 
intentionally build relationships 
with your neighbors. There are 
many opportunities to pray, 
walk and serve.

Be purposeful about walking 
around your neighborhood and 
praying. You can prayer walk 
individually, with your spouse, 
your entire family or with 
friends. Some people pray out 
loud, and others pray silently. 
The key is to pray. Pray that 
God would open up windows of 
conversation. Ask God to reveal 
specific needs of neighbors, 
and then pray with them, invite 
them to attend your church and 
share the gospel when possible.  

As I walk around our neigh-
borhood, I write people’s names 
down and where they live so that 
I can pray for them by name. 
My kids know the names of kids 
they play with and where they 
live, providing opportunities to 
involve our children in praying 
specifically for their neighbor-
hood peers by name.

Pray that God would provide 
opportunities to minister to 
neighborhood kids. We often 
have kids playing at our house, 
and when the word gets out 
that my wife is making cookies, 
we discover our yard is crawling 
with kids. Use these opportu-
nities to pray for children and 
their salvation. Discover if they 
go to church and what some of 
their interests and needs are.

Pray that God opens up op-
portunities to serve your neigh-
bors. A single mom recently 
moved in across the street from 
us, and I discovered that her 
lawn mower would not start. My 
son and I plan to help her get 
her mower going for the spring 
season.

Add some creativity to your 
prayers by memorizing Scripture 
and praying Scripture back to 
God as you walk. Learn from 
Paul and how he prayed for 
people and churches in his let-
ters. Pray about specific things 
you learned in your quiet time.

One person described prayer 
walking as “getting nearer to 
pray clearer.” May God bring 
us nearer to the lost around us 
so we can “pray clearer” and see 
God draw them nearer to Him.

I f you have just begun to plan for your church’s min-
istries this summer, you are running late. There are 

a number of things you need to be considering now.  
Vacation Bible school: Dates should be set, key 

leaders recruited, materials ordered, promotional 
activities conducted and training scheduled.  

Youth trips: Dates should be set, venues reserved 
and parents informed. And start now 
on recruiting chaperones.

Special services: Memorial Day, 
Fourth of July and Labor Day: If you 
start now, you could prepare a three-
message series on America’s greatest 
blessings.  

Perhaps most importantly, What 
will you do about your summer 
slump? Could I suggest that you plan 
not to participate in the decline in attendance, bap-
tisms and giving that occurs so regularly in the sum-
mer?

Though you may not be able to keep your March, 
April, September and October averages through the 
summer, you need not see attendance drop significant-
ly. Here are some things that will help:

1. Plan a “contacts contest” for June. Give awards 
to Sunday school classes that make the most contacts 
in each age group during June. Emphasize inviting 
people to Sunday school and worship. If you will make 
an issue out of inviting inactive members and pros-
pects, attendance can improve. 

2. Prepare a sermon series that will draw attention 

and make people want to attend. Promote the sermon 
series weekly. Messages should be prepared to meet 
pressing needs of the congregation. “Six Sermons on 
Systematic Theology” is not likely to do the job. 

3. Use special testimonies during the summer. 
There are people that your church members and 
neighbors would like to hear speak. Christian athletes, 

coaches, godly politicians (I am told 
they exist) and military personnel are 
possibilities. You can easily think of 
others.

4. Talk to your leaders. This does 
not just include staff and deacons; it 
also includes Sunday school teach-
ers, committee chairpersons, etc. 
Challenge them to be a part of a 
summer that breaks records in your 

church. Make sure they do not approach the summer 
with a “business as usual” attitude. 

5. Try to add to the youth ministry for the sum-
mer. Make witnessing to youth the key job of a youth 
intern or special worker. 

Finally, go to the Lord, and tell Him that you don’t 
want to get to August and have to tell others in the 
ministry, “Well, you know how it is in the summer – 
we are in a slump like everyone else.”

Try to avoid Jeremiah 8:20 this year: “Harvest 
is past, summer is ended, And we are not saved. 
(NASB).”

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

T here are two times that you could be counting 
sheep: when you are trying to go to sleep and 

when you are awake. I cannot speak to the sleeping 
part because I am unaware of why counting sheep 
is related to sleep, but I can speak to counting while 
awake.

Centuries ago, a wise man said, 
“Be sure to know the condition of 
your flocks, give careful attention to 
your herds, for riches do not endure 
forever, and a crown is not secure 
for all generations” (Proverbs 27:23-
24, NIV).

Perhaps we would say today that 
we should know the condition of our 
stocks, bonds and certificates of de-
posit, but there is something to be said 
about keeping good records on our 
financial matters.

Following Jesus would certainly in-
volve earning money honestly, giving it 
strategically, saving it wisely and spending it prudently. 
Each of these areas requires some effort in “counting” 
or in record keeping. Earning wealth involves honest 
work, both working fairly for an employer and work-
ing employees fairly. The Internal Revenue Service 

requires good records in the area of income, and most 
of us count that portion regularly.

Do we also count as carefully the money we give 
away, save and spend? As a great writer once put it, 
“Ah, there’s the rub.” People say that money talks, but 
actually it just walks away quietly. Most people wonder 

where it went. During our lifetimes, 
most of us will earn $1 million! (That 
is earning an average of $22,222 or 
more annually for 45 years of work.) 
So, Millionaire, what did you do with 
your money? Unless you count it care-
fully, you will not have a clue. If you 

don’t know where your money is going, 
that is a warning sign. It is said that “ig-
norance and easy credit equal trouble.”

If we would spend time writing down 
and counting our use of money, we 
would have less time to worry about it. 
Such records would give us a sense of 
accountability. 

You need to keep good records if you expect God’s 
blessings in this area of your life. So, go count some 
sheep. 

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Count your sheep

Financial Times
David Moore 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

Phillips

a
PasTor’s 
HearT

Emil Turner

Book reviews welcome
The Arkansas Baptist News in-

vites pastors, other church staff 
and members of Arkansas Baptist 
churches to submit reviews of 
religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 
words and should be about a 
book released in the past six 
months. 

Reviews submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for content 
and style.

If interested, email tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 4
CHURCHES
tend to be negative. However, when 
outside mission agencies supported 
church planting, that created more 
churches. Then, those churches 
together could decide how best to 
structure their region for more ef-
fective ministry.

We recognize that this is a diffi-
cult shift, but we also recognize that 
it is a missiologically sound shift, 
that the North American Mission 
Board will fund less infrastructure 
of new work state conventions, but 
fund substantially more the church 

planting efforts in those states. We 
think the end result will be stronger 
state conventions, as those state 
conventions determine how best to 
structure and organize.

We recognize that in some places 
it leads to challenge. But at the 
end of the day, we think centuries 
of mission history and the current 
stagnation of church planting in 
some new work areas tells us there 
is a better way, and we are commit-
ted to work with our state conven-
tion partners to help plant healthy 
evangelistic churches in their areas 
and to penetrate lostness together.

Kevin Ezell is president of the North 
American Mission Board.
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Small Center Point Baptist 
has big online impact
Tanya Jackson
Special to ABN

GURDON – Center Point Baptist 
Church is a small church with a big 
online impact.

While many churches attempt 
to connect with members and visi-
tors online using social media like 
Facebook and a website, sometimes 
it’s the smaller churches that get left 
behind in spreading the gospel due 
to the lack of personnel.

Center Point Baptist, located on 
Highway 53 North near Gurdon, is 
one smaller church that has found 
the way. 

Center Point has a Web presence 
that is not only encouraging to the 

Body of Christ, but has a website 
with so many features that it has the 
feel of a much larger organization.

Jason Wells, a Center Point mem-
ber, said he had a vision for the 
church’s Web presence in 2004 as a 
high school student. He said he felt 
God calling him to do “some type of 
online ministry.” 

Wells discussed the idea and got 
support from his pastor and church 
members and immediately began 
looking into equipment needed 
for the project. He saved money by 
using his own personal computer 
and a flash drive and CDs to store 
data. 

See ONLINE page 10

tion – including the dirt work, the laying of the 
foundation and the interior work – was done 
by church members. But progress had slowed in 
recent months.

“You could just kind of feel the church losing 
steam a little bit, and so I really thought … we 
needed somebody to come in and kind of just 
energize us and help us complete it,” Mauldin 
said.

So Mauldin contacted Nailbenders for Jesus, 
which is “a construction mission associated with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention,” accord-
ing to the group’s website.

After approving the project, the Nailbenders 
group came in early March, spending about two 
weeks working on the church.

“It’s just unbelievable to see how much they 
were able to accomplish in that amount of time,” 
said Mauldin.

“I wouldn’t say that we were completely dis-
couraged yet, but it was the right time, and we’ve 
just seen how God has worked through this 
whole process just to do what needed to be done 

NAILBENDERS
continued from page one

when it needed to be done,” he said.
Mauldin explained the building process was at 

the right stage for Nailbenders to help. The pro-
cess had progressed enough for the Nailbenders 
to be useful, but it was not so far progressed that 
the group would not have enough to do. 

“We’re still yet to know how it’s going to affect 
the morale of the church, but I think it absolutely 
has encouraged everybody that I’ve talked to,” 
Mauldin said.

“I absolutely think that this will give us the 
‘umph,’ I guess, to be able to complete the build-
ing project in the near future,” he added. “I really 
think that we probably will be able to be done by 
the end of the summer, hopefully.”

He explained the church has paid for much of 
the building project, ending with minimal debt 
compared to the cost of the project. He said the 
Nailbenders helped them save money through 
their work.

While members of Nailbenders worked on the 
construction, many of their wives did ministry in 
the community.

While members of Liberty Baptist were the 
ones on the receiving end of the gift of service, 
Mauldin said the members of Nailbenders felt a 
blessing as well.

“So you just kind of see that whole testimo-

ny (of being) blessed in giving,” Mauldin said.
For more about the Nailbenders ministry, 

visit http://nailbendersforjesus.com.
Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkansas-

baptist.org.
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Arkansas churches celebrate, reach out at Easter
Across ArkAnsAs, Baptists 
are celebrating the risen savior in a 
variety of ways – either through tra-
ditional pre-Easter and Easter Day 
services or by conducting special 
community outreach events.

Antioch Baptist Church in 
Wynne is undertaking what its pas-
tor calls a “massive outreach” follow-
ing morning Easter services.

“We will pass out professionally 
printed fliers, inviting people to 
our Easter services,” said Wayne 
cornett, pastor of Antioch Baptist. 
“on the front there is a little teaser 
(that asks), ‘What does a W-2 and 
the empty tomb have in common,’ 
which hopefully will cause people to 
look back for the answer, … which 
leads to a gospel presentation.”

cornett said the church has plans 
to distribute fliers to 700 homes in 
the area, adding, “on Easter, we will 
have a sunrise service, free country 
breakfast, followed by sunday school 
and our worship services at (the) reg-
ular time.”

As with the church’s Easter out-
reach last year, the pastor said he 
hopes to reach many new people 
through the promotion.

“one couple kept coming, and 
both the husband and wife accepted 
christ shortly after,” said cornett. 
“Their oldest daughter was saved a 
few months later. Just last month 
their son accepted christ.

“This year, we expect even better 
things.”

Lyle Hern will celebrate his first 
Easter as pastor of South Main Bap-
tist Church in Crossett.

“We will begin with a sunrise ser-
vice at 7 a.m. and then have regular 
services that morning,” said Hern, 
adding the church has plans to do 
something a bit different Easter 
night.

“We realize many families will 

travel to Grandma’s house (on Eas-
ter), so for those who remain in 
town, we will show ‘The Jesus Film: 
According to the Gospel of Luke’ 
and have a fellowship time.”

“I’ve always loved ‘The Jesus Film’ 
and consider it still the best movie 
about Jesus,” said Hern, who is a 
member of the christian Motorcy-
clists Association (cMA). “Part of 
the funds collected go to showing 
‘The Jesus Film’ around the world. 
on average, for every one dollar 
spent on this project, one person 
on average comes to christ in sal-
vation. I now include Faith riders 
in my motorcycle ministry but ride 
some with and keep close ties with 
the cMA.”

Like most pastors, Hern said 
Easter sunday is possibly the most 
special day on the christian calen-
dar, which always invokes simple, yet 
unique, memories.

“I remember preaching at an Eas-
ter sunrise service in Greenwood on 
top of a mountain with a gorgeous 
view,” he said. “The wind was so bad 
I had to grip the Bible and pages to 
keep them from turning.”

In Heber Springs, First Baptist 
Church (FBc) is planning to con-
duct an Easter reach on March 31 
and Friend Day on Palm sunday, 
leading up to sunday Easter ser-
vices.

The goal of the church is to 
ask members to invite lost or un-
churched friends to sunday school 
and worship. 

on saturday, April 7, the church 
will conduct a children’s Easter cel-
ebration at a gathering to be held at 
the Dam site Pavilion where there 
will be an Easter egg hunt, storytell-
ers, candy for children, food and 
games.

“We especially want those who 
are not members of FBc to have 

their hands shook and to receive a 
friendly and warm greeting,” said 
J.r. DeBusk, pastor of the church, 
in his bimonthly column. 

“This is certainly a way in which 
you can ‘say so,’” said DeBusk, refer-

ring to Psalm 107:2a, which states, 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say 
so.” 

He added, “(Will) you join with 
other FBc members in finding a 
way to ‘say so’ to the glory of God?”

Great Passion Play opens
May 4 in Eureka Springs
EUrEkA sPrInGs – The Great 
Passion Play, an outdoor drama 
chronicling the last days of christ, 
opens its 2012 season May 4. The 
play, which features a cast of hun-
dreds, is located in the ozark Moun-
tains just outside Eureka springs.

In addition to a large cast, The 
Great Passion Play also includes live 
animals, donkeys, camels, sheep and 
realistic sets depicting the time Jesus 
christ walked the earth.

A new feature for 2012 is the “Top 
of the Mountain” Gospel Music 
Dinner Theater, which features the 

Texans and a variety of music and 
comedy acts for families.

on-site exhibits are placed around 
the grounds of The Great Passion 
Play for visitors, including The Liv-
ing Bible Tour, the sacred Arts ex-
hibit, the Bible exhibit, christ of the 
ozarks, The Little church in the 
Grove and The Berlin Wall exhibit.

Additionally, the Great Passion 
Play includes several venues for wed-
dings, including The church in the 
Grove, a vintage country church 
constructed more than 100 years 
ago with stained glass windows; The 
christ of the ozarks, a statue that 
overlooks the ozark Mountains 
and the historic village of Eureka 
springs, featuring an outdoor gar-
den area; and The smith chapel, 
which was restored in 2011 and seats 
more than 100 guests for a small in-
door wedding.

For more information, call 800-
882-7529 or visit www.greatpassion-
play.com.

Christ of the Ozarks
45th Anniversary

1-800-882-7529               
www.greatpassionplay.com

More than 250 actors and live animals 
re-create the Passion of Christ in one 
of the most epic performances you’ll 

experience. The New Great Passion Play is 
also home to exciting on-site attractions, 

including the unique Living Bible Tour and 
the Christian Comedy Dinner Theater.

The New Great 
Passion Play Stage

Interactive Living Bible Tour

For group information, contact Brenda Ray. 
Ask about our special 45th Anniversary group rate.

MORE THAN JUST A PLAY

MORE THAN JUST A PLAY

kALEo ArkAnsAs ’12, is set 
for April 21 at Immanuel Baptist 
church, Little rock. The pur-
pose of the one-day event is to 
help students become the leaders 
God calls them to be and, there-
fore, strengthen the overall lead-
ership in churches.

 The event will feature Jeff 
Iorg, president of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological seminary, as 
speaker and Jupiter Wind as the 
band.

For more information or to 
register, visit kaleoarkansas.org.

Kaleo event 
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory
Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR 72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services, 
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR 72034
501-450-9633  FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis 
and all architectural services

Kitchen Equipment  
and Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co.
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808
Lighting and Sound

Playgrounds

American AVL
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
501-819-0730, 800-352-7222
Email: Keith@americanavl.com
Audio, Lighting & Video Systems, Design-Installation
Ask about our free site needs AVL review!

Heartland Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
210 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193  Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting,
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: ronnie@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Stepples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theather/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products, 
Refinishing and Reupholstering

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To advertise in the monthly Church Service Directory, 
contact Nelle at 501-376-4791 ext. 5155 or nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Children’s Ministry/Murals
Bible Story Murals
Katy, TX
www.biblestorymurals.com
Call toll free 800-925-3084 and learn how to receive 50% 
discount on a mural. Offer: ABN-1. 

Italy Vacations
Christian Fellowship  Tours

Rome, Florence, Assisi,  Pisa, Verona, Venice.
Escorted by guides with a tremendous 

understanding of Bible history, the ancient
Roman culture, architecture and history.

Wonderful packages - year-round 
for the Evangelical Christian.

Excellent value for small groups, 
large groups, and individuals.

a “life changing” experience!

www.pilgrimtours.com            
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543    800-322-0788

Ask about our “Send Your Pastor Away Program”

Also, many tours to Israel, Petra, 
Steps of Paul Tours/Cruises to Greece, 

Churches of Revelation, Moses & Joseph 
in Egypt, Germany, Imperial Europe.

Visit us online at www.arkansasbaptist.org

Children in Action
The Children in Action group from Woodland Heights Baptist Church, Conway, recently visited a 
homeless shelter to deliver 254 books collected as part of the 2012 Children’s Ministry Day. “It was a 
blessing for the kids that live there, but it was also a tremendous blessing for our kids and the adults 
to be able to experience being His hands and feet right here in our city,” said Steve Lasiter, co-director 
of family ministry at the church. Lasiter’s wife, Joanna, serves as a co-director of family ministry.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 9ACROSS ARKANSAS

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Need a senior pastor, 40-49 years old, with 
5-10 years experience. College degree and semi-
nary. Send resume to Millwood Baptist Church, 800 
Hwy. 32 East, Ashdown, AR 71822. millwoodbap-
tist@sbcglobal.net. Attn: Hank Green Pastor Search 
Committee.

Southside Baptist Church of Hamburg, Ark., is 
accepting resumes for full-time pastor. We have 
a new beautiful sanctuary with Christian family-
oriented congregation. Please send resumes to Kirby 
Brooks, 180 Ashley Rd., Hamburg, AR 71646.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time pastor to fulfill that office in 
a godly manner, upholding God’s  Word, as it is writ-
ten, and can minister to the needs of the church. 
Contact Fred Goshen at frednbea@suddenlink.net.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark., is prayer-
fully seeking a pastor following the retirement of 
its pastor after 15 years of service. Please email re-
sumes to searchfbc11@yahoo.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 East Peach Street, Room 350, 
El Dorado, AR 71730.

First Baptist Church, Alton, Mo., is seeking full-
time pastor. Location in rural south Missouri 
county seat town. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, Box 187, Alton, MO 65606 or wjwynn44@
yahoo.com.

Bee Branch Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. If interested, send resume to Search 
Committee: Eddie Dunham, 6880 Hwy. 9 West, 
Clinton, AR 72031, or email wjdunham822@yahoo.
com.

First Baptist Church of Marceline, Mo., a rural 
Southern Baptist church is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please submit resumes with references to 
First Baptist Church, Attn: Bill Toops, P.O. Box 281, 
Marceline, MO 64658.

As our pastor is retiring, Trinity Baptist seeks 
a Titus 1:1-9 man to lead our debtless congrega-
tion with an annual budget of $450,000. M.Div. and 
five years experience preferred. Salary, medical and 
housing/car allowances. Visit www.tbclongview.org 

for information. Send resume and written statement 
of faith and doctrinal beliefs to M. Jenkins, NS20 
Lake Cherokee, Longview, TX 75603 or tbclngv@
gmail.com.

Maple Grove Baptist Church in Trumann, Ark., 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 13509 Maple Grove 
Road, Trumann, AR 72472, or email them to rhen-
drix@centurytel.net.

Floral Baptist Church, Floral, Ark., is seeking a 
full-time pastor, one that will fulfill the office 
in a godly manner, who upholds God’s Word, as it is 
written. A pastor who can minister to the needs of 
the church and the community. Dedicated in leading 
the church forward. Send resumes to Floral Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 96, Floral, AR 72534.

West Fork First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to WFFBC, P.O. 
Box 1000, West Fork, AR 72774, or email to west-
forkfbc@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church, Unionville, Mo., a dispen-
sational, fundamentally conservative church, KJV, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced full-time se-
nior pastor. Send resume and detailed doctrinal 
statement to 104 N. 15th, Unionville, MO 63565, 
or email kristycullum@yahoo.com. Website: fbcu-
nionville.org.

ymail.com or to Trinity Baptist Church at 702 Church 
Street, Benton, AR 72015.

Harlan Park Baptist Church in Conway is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time minister of worship 
and family life. Send resumes by mail or email 
to Gary Mitchell, 1895 Dave Ward Drive, Conway, 
AR 72034 or garynmitchell@hotmail.com. For more 
information, call 501-327-6015.

FBC, Lepanto, Ark., is seeking a full-time min-
ister of music and youth. Website: FBClepanto.
com. Send resumes to Search Committee, P.O. Box 
400, Lepanto, AR 72354 or by email to Anthony@
fbclepanto.com.

Growing congregation seeking worship lead-
er. Part-time now, hopefully full-time in near future. 
Walnut Valley Baptist Church, Hot Springs, Ark., 501-
282-2887 or tforrest@cablelynx.com.

Seeking a part-time youth minister and/
or children’s minister. Open Door Baptist Church 
Personnel Committee at 2400 W. Oak St., Rogers, AR 
72756 or to kkroten@cox.net.

FBC, Festus-Crystal City, Mo., is seeking full-
time worship leader. Please email resume to  
firstbaptist@fbcfcc.org or mail to 107 N. Truman 
Blvd., Crystal City, MO 63019.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 
72132; 501-397-2576; 870-536-4109; or river013@
centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a 
part-time or full-time music minister. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, 
AR 72024.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Nettleton Baptist Church, a missions-minded, 
Acts 1:8 church, is seeking two like-minded minis-
ters. We need a full-time minister to youth and 
a full-time minister to young adults and 
university students. The successful candidates 
will be energetic, Spirit-filled and spiritually mature 
Christians who are sound in doctrine and have at 
least three years or equivalent experience in minis-

Do you need a church pianist? Try our piano 
CDs for churches to sing by. Hymns, Easter, choruses, 
etc. – Worship Service Resources, 1-877-977-6800. 
Free demo! Special church pricing. www.wsrpi-
anocds.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Glendale Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
minister to students. Please mail resume to 
768 State Hwy. 60, Booneville, AR 72927, or email 
resume to contact_us@glendalefamily.net.

Pineville Park Baptist Church in Pineville, La., 
is seeking a full-time music minister. If inter-
ested, email resumes to Pastor Steve McAlister at 
steve@pinevillepark.org.

Trinity Baptist of Benton is seeking a part-time 
worship leader responsible for all worship ser-
vices and working with our worship choir. We run 
around 180-200 in morning worship with 20-25 in 
our worship choir. Send resumes to trinitybenton@

Ministry Helpers needed
Oaks Manor Conference and 

Retreat Center is seeking a 
couple to serve as Ministry 

Helpers at this beautiful 
adult facility, near Van 

Buren, AR.  Compensation 
includes living quarters, 

utilities, gas allowance and 
salary.  Ministry includes food 

service, office work, outside maintenance 
and general hospitality for guests.  

Call Pete Ramsey, 479.414.4831.

try. They must also be dedicated to growing God’s 
kingdom through retention of our own children and 
reaching out to prospects. A bachelor’s degree and 
seminary education are preferred. We live in one of 
the fastest growing college towns in Arkansas so 
the opportunity for success is great. Please email 
resumes to sballard@nettletonbaptistchurch.org.

First Baptist, Harrison, Ark., is accepting resumes 
for associate pastor for recreation and stu-
dent ministries. Must have at least college de-
gree and 3-5 years full-time experience in similar 
field or seminary degree with part-time experience. 
Send to Rob Davis (robd@fbcharrison.org).

Church life
The Central Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs, sanctuary choir, led by 
music director Brian Skinkle, will 
present the Easter cantata “Songs of 
the Risen King” at 10:30 a.m. April 
8. The cantata will be followed by a 
special Easter message delivered by 
Central Baptist’s pastor, William D. 
Harris.

Indianhead Lake Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, will host Carroll Rober-

son, a gospel artist and evangelist, 
April 15. He will sing and deliver 
the message at 11 a.m. and perform 
a gospel concert at 6 p.m.

On the move
John Sammons, who recently 

retired as pastor of Marshall Road 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, is serv-
ing as pastor of a new church start 
called The Church at North Hills, 
located in North Little Rock at the 

North Pulaski Baptist Association 
building. The church’s first service 
took place April 1.

Milestones
Jeff Stotts, worship pastor at 

Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
where he has been on staff since 

2005, recently celebrated 25 years 
of ministry. In his 25 years, Jeff 
served at multiple churches, includ-
ing Wynne Baptist Church, Wynne. 
He is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University.  

To submit church news, email 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Arkansas Master’Singers 
Memorial Scholarship

Application forms are now 
available for the Master’Singers 
Memorial Scholarship, which is 
awarded annually to a student 
who is preparing for some type of 
vocational ministry through mu-
sic. The scholarship is established 
to memorialize deceased members 
of the Arkansas Master’Singers. 
Funds for the $2000 scholarship 
are received in the form of me-
morial gifts and freewill offer-
ings at concerts presented by the 
Master’Singers. Application forms 
and additional information may 
be downloaded from our website: 
www.absc.org/music  or by con-
tacting Nancy Rose at the Leader-
ship & Worship Team of ABSC, 
ph. 1-800-838-2272, ext. 5121.

“Most of the software I used 
comes preinstalled when you get 
your computer,” he said.

The church website began with 
basic information about the church 
and a place for guests to submit 
prayer requests. It soon included 
member highlights, a church library 
catalog, staff profiles and monthly 
thoughts from the pastor.

Wells said he chose the features 
for the website that would work 
best and appeal to both members 
and online guests. 

They have a “feel of larger 
churches but with a small church 
perspective,” Wells said. 

He added, “The online giving 
feature was not an option because 

the base was not present.
“However, the news feed, Face-

book page, broadcasts and member 
spotlights were very in touch with 
what was needed.” 

“After weeks of praying, studying 
God’s Word and planning, I felt 
God pulling my heart to broadcast 
our services and special events on-
line,” said Wells.

Having a great electronic out-
reach was not going to be enough, 
said Wells.

 “No matter where (online visi-
tors) were from (geographically), 
once they visited our site, I made it 
a point to make them feel at home,” 
he said. 

At this point, the total broadcast 
views are 763,844, with hits from 
areas around the globe, including 
Canada, China, Philippines, India, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Germany, 
the United Kingdom, France, Ku-

wait, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Belgium, Finland, Hong Kong, Af-
ghanistan, Australia, Brazil, Colom-
bia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Spain, 
Ghana, Croatia, Haiti, Indonesia, 
Israel, Kenya, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Netherlands, Oman, Sweden, Sin-
gapore, Slovenia, Taiwan, Tanzania 
and Vietnam, as well as from all but 
two of the states in the U.S.

People visiting the church web-
site often express appreciation for 
its personal touch, which pleases 
Wells.

“A small church with the fire and 
dedication to minister can make 
such progress, and it truly illustrated 
to me God was using this to spread 
His great Name,” said Wells. “God 
kept showing (the church) how we 
could do more to spread the gospel. 
Spreading the name of Christ and 
His love was my top priority.” 

Wells said God has blessed the 

effort well beyond the size of Center 
Point Baptist. It is clear that God 
has given a small church in Gurdon 
a ministry well beyond its borders 
– giving it exposure to share the gos-
pel with people not only locally, but 
also globally.

Center Point Pastor Ollie Trout 
agreed, noting, “This ministry great-
ly expands our ministry, and it is 
encouraging to us.”

“When you bring God into the 
picture and seek His will, you can 
do mighty and powerful things,” 
Wells explained. “The most impres-
sive note I received … was the day 
I received an email from a gentle-
man in Africa who just wanted me 
to know that every week he cleaned 
local bathrooms so he could use the 
Internet to watch our online ser-
vices.”

Tanya Jackson is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Emmet. 

ONLINE
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One SBC Ministry + One Church Insurance Leader =  
One Very Special Program for You

Regular business property and liability insurance is fine if you’re a 
regular business. Since your calling is special, you need something 
special. Only one church insurance product was designed JUST FOR 
MINISTRY and made even better by the alliance of TWO OF THE TOP 
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ABCHomes seeks 
servant-minded 
people who are 

called to a ministry, 
not just a job.

 

n ABCHomes is seeking houseparent 
couples for the Baptist Home in Monticello, 

Boys Ranch in Harrison and Emergency 
Receiving Home in Judsonia. These full-time 
positions include salary, medical insurance, 
life insurance and paid leave. For informa-
tion: Children’s Home, contact Randy Luper 
870.367.5358 or rluper@abchomes.org; 
Boys Ranch, contact Bill VonderMehden 
870.741.5784 or bvondermehden@

abchomes.org; Judsonia Emergency shelter, 
contact Sean Culpepper 501.455.8554 or 

sculpepper@abchomes.org
n ABCHomes is seeking a case manager 

for the Baptist Home in Monticello. For 
more information, contact Randy Luper, 

870.367.5358 or rluper@abchomes.org.
 

www.arkansasbaptist.org
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Christ lives in you” (Col. 1:27, 
NLT). 

As I read this 
Scripture, I ques-
tioned my child-
hood beliefs. I 
tried to remem-
ber a time when I 
sensed God’s pres-
ence. I thought of 
my dad’s death, 
when God’s Word 
offered answers to 
my questions about 
death: “For those 
who follow godly paths will rest in 
peace when they die” (Isa. 57:2). 

I did not sense the Holy Spirit 

in me. Yet, I read in God’s Word, 
“And when you believed in Christ, 

he identified you 
as his own by giv-
ing you the Holy 
Spirit” (Eph. 
1:13, NLT).

And as I 
searched God’s 
Word for answers, 
I discovered that 
Jesus used vari-
ous metaphors 
to communicate 
His Truth. And 

I found one illustration that made 
sense to me: “Yes, I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Those who remain 

in me, and I in them, will produce 
much fruit. For apart from me you 
can do nothing” (John 15:5, NLT).

Since part of my faith struggle in-
volved my childhood baptism, the 
Scriptures also helped me under-
stand this ordinance, which demon-
strates the gospel of Christ. Romans 
6:4 says, “For we died and were bur-
ied with Christ by baptism. And just 
as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glorious power of the Father, 
now we also may live new lives.”

After soul-searching about my 
faith, I settled my doubts and fears.  
I found a Scripture that explained 
my struggle: “What actually took 
place is this: I tried keeping rules 

and working my head off to please 
God, and it didn’t work. … Christ’s 
life showed me how, and enabled 
me to do it” (Gal. 2:19-21, MSG).

Have you experienced “Christ ... 
in you” (Col. 1:27)? Jesus told one 
doubting disciple, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through 
me” (John 14:6, NLT). 

“If you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For it is by 
believing in your heart that you are 
made right with God, and it is by 
confessing with your mouth that you 
are saved” (Rom. 10:9-10, NLT).

Y esterday an old man in a pickup 
truck was stopped up ahead of 

me on Hazel Street. Behind him was 
a police car with blue lights flashing. 
I carefully eased over in the left lane 
to squeeze by when a new looking 
SUV swerved in between me and 
the scene of the accident. A young 
woman jumped out and ran over to 
the truck. She began chasing apples 
that were rolling around on the 
pavement and running them back 
to an empty basket on the tailgate of 
the truck. This young woman must 
have been a good neighbor to the 
old man.

We sometimes forget that the 
question that led up to the par-

able of the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10:25b) was, “Master, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyself” (Luke 10:27, 
KJV). 

So does that mean that we are 
saved by works and not by grace? 
Does that mean that a man can go 
to heaven by keeping the Law? Well, 
yeah, if man could keep the Law, 
but the heart of man is deceitfully 
wicked. 

Look at the lawyer’s very next 
question: “And who is my neigh-

bor?” (Luke 10:29b). He was already 
looking for a loophole!

Have you ever 
fallen among 
thieves? Have the 
circumstances of 
life left you so 
deeply wounded 
that you couldn’t 
help yourself? 
Decades ago, as a 
newly committed 
Christian, I fell 
suddenly among 
thieves and was half dead. A Chris-
tian brother who was my friend 
passed me by on the road to politi-
cal expediency. My pastor sincerely 

wanted to help, but he felt that he 
was restrained by his obligations. 

“But a certain 
Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came 
where he was: 
and when he saw 
him, he had com-
passion on him” 
(Luke 10:33).

I am to this day 
fascinated by the 
journeys of Sa-
maritans. 

When I know of a good one, I 
am compelled to ask him, “How is 
it that you happened to come this 
way?” 

I fried fish for the participants of 
a facilitators training recently. I 

was concerned that I did not have 
enough catfish fillets in my deep 
freezer, so I got three more pounds 
from a friend at church. It took 2 
hours to peel the potatoes and to 
get the fish cooker and food set up 
at our local Cooperative Extension 
Service office. The experience made 
me thankful we live in a day when 
we have deep freezers. Providing a 
fish fry for 25 people is not easy.

Jesus had sent the disciples off to 
many villages to preach the kingdom 
of God and to heal the sick. They 
returned, and the Lord took them 

aside privately to a desolate place 
away from the crowd (Luke 9:10-
17). The great crowd of more than 
5,000 people had discovered where 
they had gone and followed. Jesus 
did not turn them away and again 
ministered to them. At the end of a 
long day, there was no frozen fish to 
borrow, and it was suppertime. Even 
if you had a hundred church buses, 
you would overwhelm the fast food 
industry in our city with the needs 
of that crowd.

The same One who created the 
oceans, who hung the stars in the 
skies, the One who spoke the uni-
verse into existence, looked up into 

heaven that afternoon and blessed 
five loaves and two fish, and 5,000 
people were filled with 12 baskets 
left over.

Some churches 
in our communi-
ty minister with 
food pantries 
and clothes clos-
ets, while other 
churches min-
ister only to the 
spiritual needs of 
the people. The 
day after the miraculous feeding of 
the 5,000, Jesus and the disciples 
came back down from the hilltop 

and were met by another crowd, 
which included a desperate father 
and his demon-possessed son (Luke 

9:37-43a).   
In the Western 

culture of today, 
our worldview is 
naturalistic and 
not supernatural. I 
wonder if we are not 
sometimes medicat-
ing demons. This 
frightening account 
in Luke serves to 

remind us we must minister to the 
spiritual needs of people, as well as 
their physical needs.

Christianity 103: Meet needs

Christianity 104: Be good neighbors

Jesus lives in believers 

Who is Jesus? This diagnostic 
question separates the believ-

ers from the nonbelievers. 
What do others say about Jesus? 

When Jesus asked 
His disciples this 
question (Matt. 
16:13), they re-
sponded, “Some 
say John the Bap-
tist; others say Eli-
jah; and still oth-
ers, Jeremiah or 
one of the proph-
ets” (Matt. 16:14, 
NIV).

What do you say about Jesus? 
When Jesus asked His disciples 
about His identity (Matt. 16:15), 

Peter confessed, “You are the Mes-
siah, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt. 16:16).

Afterward, Jesus reminded Peter 
that a revelation 
of Christ can only 
come from God; 
no one else but 
God can impart 
special spiritual 
knowledge to us 
(Matt. 16:19).

What does 
Jesus say about 
His disciples? 

• Blessed. Jesus 
told Peter that he was blessed be-
cause of his spiritual revelation from 
heaven (Matt. 16:17). 

• Identity in Christ. Jesus also 
revealed Peter’s true identity, and 
He said that Peter’s confession of 
Him as the Son of God and the 
Messiah would be the foundation 
for His Church (Matt. 16:18). 

• Spiritual authority. Jesus also 
reminded Peter that the “keys to the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 16:19) 
have been given to His Church and 
“the gates of death will not over-
come it” (Matt. 16:18).

What is the role of a disciple? 
“Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have com-
manded you” (Matt. 28:19-20).

What does this passage say about 
our mission as Christ-followers? 
What has Jesus asked us to do for 
Him? (1) Make disciples for Him, 
(2) baptize His new disciples and (3) 
teach His new disciples. 

What promise does Jesus give 
His disciples? Jesus promised to al-
ways be with them (Matt. 28:20).

Who is Jesus to you? What does 
God’s Word say about who you are 
as a believer? What has Jesus asked 
you to do for Him? As we consider 
our role in the church, it is impor-
tant to keep our focus on Jesus – 
His identity, our identity in Him 
and His promises to us. Then we 
will better fulfill our roles for His 
purposes in the kingdom.

Jesus works through His church 
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