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Dermott pastor witnesses at Sturgis biker event
Cassie Franklin
Arkansas Baptist News

DERMOTT – For one Arkansas pas-
tor, reading about what happens at the 
annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally or see-
ing it on TV was not enough. Instead, 
Bobby Franklin, pastor of Temple Baptist 
Church, Dermott, felt called to travel to 
Sturgis, S.D., for a week of witnessing to 
bikers from across the nation.

What people did not expect was to see 
Franklin ride his 2009 Harley-Davidson 
Ultra Classic motorcycle to the rally. 
Franklin has been working in motorcycle 
missions for years.

“We can no longer do our work in 
Mexico because of the trouble with the 
drug cartels,” Franklin explained about 
his trip to the biker rally. “So, we just 

redirected our motorcycle trips and de-
cided to try to help out in Sturgis.”

Franklin planned the trip to Sturgis 
and had two other men join him – Randy 
Rister from Texas and Jimmy Glover 
from Louisiana. Together, the three men 
worked with the Dakota Baptist Conven-
tion to win people to Jesus Christ during 
the rally.

‘Edge of nastiness’
More than 600,000 motorcycles lined 

the streets of Sturgis Aug. 8-14. “It was 
pretty wild,” Franklin said about the at-
mosphere of the rally. “You can see just 
about anything there. It was not a Chris-
tian atmosphere at all.”

The Dakota convention called it 

See STURGIS page 3

HARRISBURG – Authorities con-
tinue their investigation into the 
deaths of a former Arkansas Baptist 
pastor, his wife and son on Aug. 23.

As of press time, details surround-
ing the three deaths had not been 
made public. The Harrisburg Police 
Department is investigating, along 
with the Arkansas State Police.

According to published reports, 

LITTLE ROCK – Nearly a thousand 
messengers and guests are expected 
to gather for the annual meeting of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) 
Nov. 1-2 at First Baptist 
Church, 62 Pleasant Val-
ley Drive, Little Rock.

Business of the con-
vention will be conduct-
ed, including votes on 
resolutions, entity reports, 
election of convention officers and 
votes on the 2012 ABSC Coopera-
tive Program (CP) budget of $21.4 
million.

GO! Across the Street, Across Ar-
kansas, Across the World is the an-
nual meeting theme based around 
Ezekiel 33:6 (NASV). “But if the 

watchman sees the sword coming 
and does not blow the trumpet and 
the people are not warned, and a 

sword comes and takes 
a person from them, 
he is taken away in his 
iniquity; but his blood 
I will require from the 
watchman’s hand.’”

Clay Hallmark, pas-
tor of First Baptist 

Church, Marion, since 
2001, is completing his second term 
as president and is ineligible for 
re-election. As of press time, candi-
dates for president had not been an-
nounced. Election of officers will be 
held during the Wednesday morn-

Former Ark. Baptist pastor, family slain
Authorities continue investigation

ABSC annual meeting
at First, Little Rock

Set for Nov. 1-2

See MEETING page 2

See DEATHS page 2

Greg Leatherwood, 55, who had 
resigned as pastor of Mount Pisgah 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, in May, 

was found dead, along with his wife, 
Patricia, in their home in Harris-
burg. Police discovered the couple’s 
son, Kyle, 30, also dead when they 
went to his home to notify him of 
his parents’ deaths.

In addition to serving as pastor 
of Mount Pisgah Baptist Church, 

Arkansas Baptist churches 
commemorate 9/11 anniversary. 

See story on page 7.

9
         11

The Leatherwoods: Greg, Patricia and Kyle

Dixie Jackson
The Garage Church Pastor Mike Prince (right) says God has given him a burden for Hot Springs.
The church is profiled in the 2011 Week of Prayer for Arkansas Missions materials. See story 
on page 8.

Bobby Franklin on his 2009 Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic Motorcycle.
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ing session.
Resolutions will be introduced 

and the ABSC Nominating Com-
mittee will bring recommendations 
of people to serve on ABSC boards, 
committees and agencies.

Miscellaneous business sessions 
are scheduled for 2:10 p.m., Tuesday 
and 8:50 a.m., Wednesday.

Theme interpretations will be 
presented by ABSC teams.

The annual meeting will feature 
out-of-state and Arkansas speakers.

Frank Page, Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Executive Com-
mittee president, will speak at 9:50 
a.m., Tuesday. William “Willy” Rice, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Clearwater, Fla., will speak at 3:05 
p.m., Tuesday. David Hankins, ex-
ecutive director of the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention, will speak at 
9:30 a.m., Wednesday. 

Hallmark will deliver the presi-
dent’s message at 11:05 a.m., Tues-
day. John Hodges, pastor First 
Baptist Church, Salem, since 1996, 
will deliver the convention sermon 
at 11:20 a.m. Emil Turner, ABSC 
executive director since 1996, will 
speak at 7:55 p.m., Tuesday.

The 2012 CP budget includes 
$9,194,053 (42.77 percent) for SBC 

causes and $12,302,447 (57.23 per-
cent) for missions and ministries 
in Arkansas. The SBC portion in-
cludes an increase of $42,993 (0.2 
percent) above this year’s allocation, 
the fifth such increase in a five-year 
plan to increase the SBC portion by 
1 percent.

The 2012 budget represents no in-
crease over this year’s budget goal.

Missions funding changes
In addition to approving the 2012 

budget, messengers are being asked 
to approve a number of changes in 
the way missions are funded in Ar-
kansas. 

Meeting Aug. 9, the ABSC Execu-
tive Board approved recommenda-
tions of the convention’s Budget 
Formula Study Committee. The 
recommendations were to continue 
to increase the percentage of funds 
(total receipts) forwarded to the 
SBC, to divide state budget surplus-
es with the SBC and to conduct a 
statewide emphasis every five years 
encouraging churches to increase 
their Cooperative Program percent-
age. The revised budget formula 
would go into effect for the 2013-17 
budget years.

For more information on pro-
posed budget changes, see www.
arkansasbaptist.org/fundingofmis-
sions from the Aug. 25 edition of 
the ABN.

MEETING
continued from page one

Leatherwood previously served as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Cash, 
and as mission pastor at Highland 
Drive Baptist Church, Jonesboro.

The Leatherwoods owned Poin-
sett Glass Company in Harrisburg. 

Ed Gillham, Mount Zion Baptist 

WILLIAMSTON, N.C. – As residents of the East 
Coast of the United States cope with lingering 
effects of Hurricane Irene, Arkansas Baptists are 
at work assisting relief efforts and sharing the 
love of Christ with victims, according to 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
missions ministries team.

Irene pummeled the coast Aug. 28-29, 
causing widespread flooding and down-
ing trees and power lines, knocking out 
power to millions of homes and businesses.

Chainsaw recovery units from Central Baptist 
Association in Benton, Balboa Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs Village, Harmony Baptist Association 
in Pine Bluff and Caroline Baptist Association 
in Lonoke are ministering in Williamston, N.C., 

along with the Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, shower unit.

Arkansas Baptist volunteers are part 
of an 11-state disaster relief recovery 
effort, reported Baptist Press. In addi-
tion to North Carolina, states receiving 
Southern Baptist disaster relief teams 

include Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, Massachusetts and Vermont.

HOPE – Bob Williford retired from 
the staff of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) missions 
ministries team Aug. 31. He served 
as director of the Hope Mi-
grant Mission Center in Hope 
for more than nine years.

Williford’s retirement 
comes following an an-
nouncement by the U.S. Gov-
ernment to close the Migrant 
Farm Labor Center in Hope, 
which provides short-term 
housing and other services for 
migrant farm laborers, according to 
Robby Tingle, ABSC missions min-
istries team leader. 

Though the center will not be 
completely closed until 2013, cut-
backs and reduction in services 
are already taking place, and the 
Migrant Mission Center, which is 

located next to the labor center, 
has already begun to experience the 
changes.

“The cutbacks and plans to close 
the federal center present 
real challenges to our Hope 
Migrant Mission Center,” 
said Tingle.

Tingle said the ABSC is 
currently “studying” how to 
continue to minister to mi-
grant farm laborers during 
the limited time the Farm 
Labor Center will be open 

and how to best use the Hope Mi-
grant Mission Center facilities 
in the future. “We are grateful to 
churches and volunteers across our 
state that have made this ministry 
possible,” he said.

Tingle expressed his appreciation 
for Williford’s “compassionate and 

faithful ministry” to migrant work-
ers throughout the state and across 
the United States. 

“Thousands of migrant individu-
als and families have seen the love 
of Christ demonstrated in kind and 
tangible ways through Bob,” said 
Tingle. 

“Bob did a great job of compas-
sionate ministry to migrant work-
ers,” said Emil Turner, ABSC ex-
ecutive director. “He served ABSC 
churches very effectively and with a 
godly spirit. We are grateful that he 
served the Lord in Arkansas.”

A reception to honor Williford 
will be held at the ABSC building 
at 10 a.m. Sept. 20.

Though Williford is retiring from 
the ABSC, he has no intention of 
retiring from ministry. He plans to 
serve as pastor of a local church. 

“I’m not ready to quit what I’ve 
always done,” he said.

“My calling doesn’t change,” 
said Williford. “I’m just picking up 
where I’ve left off at the center.”

Williford, who has been in minis-
try for the past 43 years, has served 
in a number of ministry positions, 
including as pastor of churches in 
Texas and Louisiana and as an In-
ternational Mission Board mission-
ary to Peru.

During his tenure at the Hope 
Migrant Mission Center, Williford 
said he enjoyed working with ABSC 
convention staff, including support 
personnel, local churches and vol-
unteers, noting the center’s ministry 
“wouldn’t work” without them.

Williford and his wife, Patti, re-
side in Hope. They have four adult 
children. 

Ark. DR teams deployed after hurricane 

Williford retires from state convention

DEATHS
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Williford

Association missionary, called the 
deaths “a tragedy.” 

“Our hearts go out to the entire 
family and to Mount Pisgah Baptist 
Church,” said Gillham. “Brother 
Greg and his family were very well-
respected. We are praying for every-
one affected by the tragedy.”

Funeral services were held Aug. 
31 at Jackson’s Funeral Home Cha-
pel in Harrisburg. 

Move-in day at Williams
Lindsey Robbins (left), of West Helena, moves into her residence hall at Williams Baptist College 
Tuesday, Aug. 30, with the help of her parents, Robbie and Tara Robbins. The family attends 
Second Baptist Church, West Helena.

Joe Wood, of 
the Caroline 

Baptist 
Association 

recovery unit, 
helps with 

disaster relief 
in Williamston, 

N.C.



shared their testimonies during the 
first night of revival, and the service 
lasted three and a half hours. 

“We didn’t plan it to be that 
way,” Reams said. “There 
was a true sense of, not 
just revival services, but 
revival.”

Throughout the week, 
aisles were flooded with 
attenders, and countless 
decisions were made: 13 
salvations, one call to 
missions and one call to 
ministry, with many oth-
ers rededicating their lives. 
This year, the church has baptized 
43 people and accepted 17 new 
members. 

“It’s hard to quantify, but God 
is stirring deep within our holds,” 

Reams said. “You can count on one 
hand how many revival experiences 
you actually have, and this is one of 
them.”

Reams said there were 
20-30 people praying at the 
altar each night of the reviv-
al. Members were “getting 
real with God” and were 
confessing in front of the 
entire congregation. 

“It really sparked some-
thing in other people,” he 
said. “Members were just 
feeding off one another’s 
honesty.”

Since revival services Aug. 21-24, 
the church has come together in a 
powerful way, the pastor said. Cen-
tral’s student, children’s, and men’s 
and women’s ministries are becom-

ing stronger with a greater sense of 
reaching people in the community 
for Christ, said Reams. 

Members are asking for new 
ministry opportunities, and the 
church’s focus has shifted to one 
of outreach and greater community 
involvement. 

“We want to become more in-
volved in missions and ministry,” 
Reams said. “We want to create a 
vision for a Sunday school outreach, 
and we will be starting many new 
studies.

“We want a stronger community 
and for God to keep us fired up and 
ready to go,” Reams continued. “It’s 
about us growing closer together 
and closer to Christ.”

Contact Whitney Crews at 
whitneyabn@gmail.com.
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being on the ‘edge of nastiness,’ 
which pretty well describes the rally, 
Franklin said. 

“That’s why we were there – to 
try to help some of those people un-
derstand that their lifestyle wasn’t 
pleasing to God and that they could 
change that through Christ,” he 
said.

The Dakota convention used the 
chance of winning a Harley-David-
son motorcycle to attract people and 
to spread the gospel. Franklin said 
the convention had a tent set up in 
downtown Sturgis and all people 
had to do was listen to a 3-minute 
testimony in order to be registered 
to win the bike. 

3-minute message
“We have people who are called 

‘catchers,’ who bring them into the 
tent, and then once they’re in the 
tent, we promise not to take longer 
than 3 minutes of their time and 
then sign them up for the Harley,” 
Franklin said. “Telling my story in 
3 minutes was a difficult thing for 
me.”

Franklin said more difficult than 
telling his story in a few minutes 
was the realization that some people 
were not willing to take the time to 
listen to the message. 

Whitney Crew
Arkansas Baptist News

BALD KNOB – At Central Bap-
tist Church, Bald Knob, God has 
been moving in a mighty way. Many 
churches hold revival services at dif-
ferent times during the year, but 
revival started for this church long 
before any service was held.   

In February of this year, Cen-
tral’s pastor, Paul Reams, witnessed 
a church-changing experience. 

During preparation for a Sun-
day service, Reams realized he was 
not led to preach on any particular 
topic. So, when he stepped to the 
pulpit on that morning, he began to 
share openly with his congregation. 

“I got real before my congrega-
tion,” Reams said. “Sharing my 
weakness really impacted a lot of 
people. It seemed like from that 
point on we were in a revival.”

Reams noted that the revival 
experience his church has had has 
been more of a journey and process 
than a reaction to something. Be-
fore a scheduled revival service last 
month, two entire families came for-
ward to be baptized. Then, during 
the church’s annual men’s retreat 
leading up to the week of revival 
services, there was an outpouring of 
honesty and a sense of God speak-
ing to each man. 

Men who had gone on the retreat 

Bald Knob church sees changed lives
Revival continues at Central Baptist

“One of the things that really 
began to burden me was that there 
were a lot of people that didn’t have 
3 minutes to take to hear a simple 
message about Jesus Christ and to 
win a Harley. 

“They couldn’t give 3 minutes of 
their time for that, for the One that 
gave His Son for them. That just 
kind of bugged me. ... I was broken-
hearted over that.” 

Franklin was bothered so much 
that he had to leave the tent at times 
and spend time in prayer. 

STURGIS
continued from page one

“I actually called Ronna (his wife), 
and she called some friends to lift 
me up in prayer,” he said.

“As soon as they heard that it was 
something to do with God, they 
turned around and walked out,” 
said Franklin. “I might be halfway 
through a presentation with one 
more minute to finish up, and when 
they found out it was about God, 
they turned and walked out and de-
cided not to win this $15,000 Har-
ley.” 

Through the struggles of being 
shut out by people, Franklin was still 
able to see Christ working during his 
time in Sturgis. 

“One of the most exciting things 
for me was that Jimmy Glover 
brought up a young man named Dal-
ton Boudreaux from Louisiana,” he 
said. “I helped train with Dalton, but 
Dalton – being 15 years old – was an 
awesome witness and testimony.” 

Sharing faith
Franklin said, “Dalton actually 

won eight people to the Lord; I 
didn’t win any. And one of the peo-
ple he won to the Lord actually won 
the motorcycle. To me, it was a high-
light to see a 15-year-old young man 
so on fire for giving his testimony.”

Dalton’s enthusiasm for sharing 
his testimony was evident when he 
and Franklin were riding around one 
day and were late getting back to the 
tent. Franklin said all he could hear 

was Dalton saying, “We’ve got to get 
back; we’ve got to get back; I’ve got 
to share my story.”

“That was just an awesome thing 
to hear,” Franklin exclaimed.

In all, there were 4,800-plus pre-
sentations of the gospel, and 539 
people made decisions to accept 
Christ. 

With 4,343 miles recorded on his 
motorcycle from the trip, Franklin 
continues to see growth from the 
trip. Church members from his con-
gregation who had never heard of 
the rally said they could not believe 
their pastor was working there. 

“(But they realized it was) where 
Christian influence was needed. 
That kind of changed their attitude 
because that’s exactly the kind of 
people that need Christ,” Franklin 
said. 

“That’s exactly what I wanted 
them to see. So often we want to 
talk to a certain kind of person, but 
there are a lot of people out there 
that are considered untouchable by 
some but they’re exactly the ones 
that need Jesus.”

Franklin is planning a trip to the 
Bikes, Blues & BBQ motorcycle rally 
in Fayetteville Sept. 30-Oct. 1. 

This time, however, Franklin 
won’t be the only one from Dermott, 
as some of his church members have 
decided to join him.

Contact Cassie Franklin at intern@
arkansasbaptist.org

ARKADELPHIA – Former Arkan-
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee, a 1976 
Ouachita Baptist University gradu-
ate and former university trustee, 
will speak during the school’s 
125th anniversary chapel service 
Sept. 20. 

Ouachita’s Michael D. Huckabee 
School of Education was named in 
his honor in 2005.

Ouachita, founded in Arkadel-

phia on Sept. 6, 1886, continues 
to serve in the same location 
as a liberal arts university in 
a Christ-centered learning 
community. The university’s 
2011-12 academic year got 
underway Aug. 24 with a sig-
nificant enrollment increase 
for the second consecutive 
year.

Initial fall registration numbers 

include 1,583 students from more 
than 30 states and 40 na-
tions, an increase of more 
than 100 students from the 
first day of fall registration 
last year. The final registra-
tion total for the semester 
will be compiled on Sept. 
8.

Ouachita celebrated 
Founders Day on Sept. 6.

Huckabee to speak at Ouachita anniversary

Huckabee

Reams

A motorcycle giveaway at the Sturgis 
Motorcycle Rally was the featured attraction of 
an annual evangelistic outreach at the famed 
South Dakota event.  



their batteries for ministry.
I know there are those who 

think the business of the conven-
tion meeting is all 
(boring) business, 
but nothing could 
be further from the 
truth. Yes, there 
will be reports and 
updates from con-
vention teams and 
agencies, national 
entities and such, 

but the business will be intertwined 
with praise and worship, theme 
interpretations and inspirational 
stories from the field.

During the years I served on the 
staff of a sister state convention, I 
was saddened when the only time 
the convention seemed to draw 
a crowd was during a dispute or 
controversy. Why is it when things 
seem to go well that Southern 
Baptists would rather stay home 
than participate? 

This year, let’s do our Lord 
proud by taking the time to cel-
ebrate the work of our state con-

the entities they fund – not only to 
celebrate accomplishments of the 
past year, but also to look with an-
ticipation to the 
future and to the 
glorious return 
of our Savior.

Ministry has 
not gotten any 
easier with the 
passing of the 
year, so in addi-
tion to coming 
to First Baptist, Little Rock, for 
the annual meeting itself, consider 
arriving a day early to attend the 
Pastors’ Conference. There’s a 
good chance you’ll leave refreshed 
and invigorated.

Greg Addison, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot, has done 
an excellent job pulling together a 
great list of speakers for the confer-
ence. What’s more, he’s excited 
about what God will do among His 
people that attend. I met with Greg 
to discuss the conference, and left 
inspired by his passion for ministry 
and desire to help others recharge 

I t’s that time of year when the 
editor of the state Baptist news-

paper writes a column about why 
it is so important for you to attend 
the annual convention meeting. 

But this year is different! Why? 
Because we are one year closer to 
the second coming of our Lord. 
And that should matter to every 
born-again believer.

Arkansas Baptists should be 
intricately involved with the work-
ings of their state convention and 
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Celebrate what God is doing in Arkansas Nov. 1-2
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Conviction versus accusation
Arkansas abortion clinics
To be accurate, Arkansas has three 
abortion clinics.

Yes, Arkansas has one “surgical” 
abortion clinic in the entire state 
since the death last year of William 
Harrison who provided surgical 
abortion in his Fayetteville clinic. 

But Planned Parenthood of 
Arkansas and Eastern Oklahoma 
operates clinics in Little Rock 
and Fayetteville that 
provide abortions, 
but they are chemical, 
not surgical, using 
the deadly abortion 
RU486 pill instead 
of a scalpel to kill the 
unborn child.  

When and if the lone surgical 
abortion clinic ever closes, plans 
are already being laid for Planned 
Parenthood to take over the abor-
tion trade in Arkansas.

The recent announcement 
of a 2012 merger of Planned 
Parenthood of Arkansas and 
Eastern Oklahoma with Planned 
Parenthood of the Heartland 
means more abortions in Arkansas. 
Planned Parenthood of the 
Heartland has built mega-clinics 

and provides webcam abortions to 
dispense the abortion pill RU486 
to women in rural areas who do 
not have access to an abortion 
provider. 

Arkansas Right to Life has 
initiated Arkansans Against 
Planned Parenthood (AAPP) to 
save the children of Arkansas, 
both born and unborn. The AAPP 
will tell the truth about Planned 

Parenthood to 
the pro-life, pro-
family citizens of 
Arkansas through 
a bulletin that 
will contain cur-
rent news and 

information about the activities of 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America and the affiliate Planned 
Parenthood of the Heartland. The 
bulletin will be available online 
and may be downloaded and cop-
ied for distribution.

All Arkansans concerned about 
children and families should be 
informed about the activities 
of Planned Parenthood of the 
Heartland in Arkansas. 

Rose Mimms
Arkansas Right to Life

Letter 
tO the editOr

It has been my privilege to be 
in a number of churches across 
Arkansas since taking the helm 
of the ABN earlier this year. 
I would love to come to your 
church to give a presentation 
about the ABN, to share a mes-
sage in one of your services or to 
speak to any number of groups 
in your church. Please email me 
at tim@arkansasbaptist.org, and 
let’s discuss a date!

A s children of God, one thing 
we have to learn is to discern 

the voices we hear in our hearts. 
We will be miserable Christians if 
we don’t learn if the Holy Spirit is 
speaking or the devil.

In Revela-
tion 12:10, the 
devil is called 
the “accuser” 
of the breth-
ren. Satan 
loves to heap 
guilt upon us.

He will bring up past sin that 
has been confessed and forgiven 
– again and again. He accuses just 
to make us feel bad.

The Holy Spirit convicts by 
pointing out specific sin. He puts 
His finger right on the “sore” spot 
and pushes. He convicts us legiti-
mately. We know He is speaking 
the truth to us and He leads us to 
confess and repent.

As a believer, the truth is our 
sins are under the blood of Jesus 

Christ. 1 John 1:9 instructs us to 
confess and tells us He is faithful 
to forgive and cleanse us. God says 
He puts those sins in the depths 
of the sea – behind His back – and 
remembers them no more. 

The old 
song quotes 
God as saying, 
“What sins 
are you talk-
ing about? I 
don’t remem-
ber them any-

more.” We have to believe it!
So, when the voice comes, ana-

lyze it. Is it something already con-
fessed and forgiven? Does it bring 
guilt but no repentance? Then it’s 
not the Holy Spirit. Conversely, is 
it specific, something you know is 
true or something for which you 
have never before confessed or 
asked forgiveness? Are you being 
prompting to respond in repen-
tance?

Then it is the Holy Spirit.

guest ViewPOint
Jay Weaver

pastor
First Baptist Church, Osceola

Your editor is available!

vention by attending the annual 
meeting. I’d like to challenge our 
pastors to encourage their mem-
bers to come and be a part of the 
awesome work God is doing in the 
Natural State.

As long as the Lord tarries, 
there is still work to be done. The 
convention and related events can 
be an important time of equipping 
the saints for the task yet ahead.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
Annual Meeting

Nov. 1-2
First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Follow coverage at 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/absc2011
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How an economic crisis impacts the church
What I hear you saying ...

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips is team leader of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention family min-
istry team.

I have been teaching pastors 
how to use the Prepare-

Enrich Marriage 
Inventory for 
several years. One 
communication 
skill couples are 
taught is “active 
listening.” Active 
listening can be 
defined as “the 
ability to let someone know you 
understand them by restating 
their message.” This skill focuses 
on what the other person is actu-
ally communicating instead of 
formulating one’s own response 
without listening first. Recently, 
I began teaching this skill to my 
children, encouraging them to 
practice good communication 
skills in our family. Here are 
some things I’ve learned.

Proverbs contains numerous 
examples of a father saying to his 
son, “Listen.” Proverbs 18:13 says, 
“He who answers before listening 
– that is his folly and shame.” 

Teaching children active listen-
ing skills will ensure they receive 
and understand the information 
we are trying to convey to them 
and become wiser in the process.  

It is important to teach this 
skill in a positive setting first. A 
simple way is to practice around 
the dinner table. Parents can 
make this fun by taking turns 
sharing one’s favorite “______” 
and then having another family 
member practice active listening. 

Here’s an example: Dad 
shares, “My favorite food is a rib-
eye steak.” Mom practices active 
listening and responds, “What I 
hear you saying is your favorite 
food is steak.”  Dad and mom 
model the skill and then involve 
the children in the process. It is 
not vital that they repeat back ver-
batim what was said, but instead 
that they are able to restate the 
message in their own words.

Children will learn this skill 
better if Mom and Dad illustrate 
it in their marriage. Parents need 
to teach children and repeat this 
skill several times to help chil-
dren learn how to master it. It is 
best to teach and model this skill 
in positive, fun ways for several 
weeks before trying to encour-
age children to use active listen-
ing in the context of discipline. 
Don’t just expect your children to 
practice the skill back to you. It is 
important for you to practice ac-
tive listening with your children.  

Practicing active listening in 
the home will improve your famil-
ial relationships, will help reduce 
conflict and will improve other 
relationships as well. I hope you 
hear what I’m saying …

One of my best deacons lost his job. Percy and his 
family faithfully supported the church for years. 

They gave more than a tithe; they supported the mis-
sion offerings, building funds and special projects. 
They faithfully attended worship, Sunday school, 
Wednesday night service and visita-
tion efforts. These folks were as 
good as it gets in a Baptist church. 
And they were my friends.  

It was the early 1990s, and the 
Savings and Loan Crisis had closed 
almost a third of U.S. Savings and 
Loans. Companies were downsiz-
ing and outsourcing. A recession 
resulted in lost jobs and caused 
great anxiety. 

A consultant came to visit the plant where Percy 
had been the comptroller for more than 20 years. The 
consultant recommended my friend be terminated and 
within weeks, he was gone. I grieved for him and his 
wife. I visited him when he was so depressed I was wor-
ried about him. God encouraged him, however, and 
he took a fresh grip on his future. He started a com-
pany and managed to become a success in his field. I 
learned some lessons about ministry in an economic 
crisis. And Percy and his family were among many with 
the same struggles. 

The loss of a job or of salary hurts individuals 
and families. Self-esteem, security and balance are all 
threatened when livelihood is threatened. Churches 
can offer hope, counseling, material assistance, prayer 
and an anchor during a troubled time.  

Economic problems for church members quickly 
become economic problems for churches, associations 
and denominations. Percy continued to tithe because 
he was a godly man. But his tithe was a lot smaller 
than it had been. As a result, less money was sent 
to the association and to the Cooperative Program. 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (LMCO) gifts, Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering (AAEO) gifts and state 
mission offerings did not grow, and some declined. 
During these times, it’s not that people like Percy love 
missions less; they just have less to give. 

As church members lose jobs, church staff members 
lose jobs. Church leaders must start to question every 
staff position and every ministry. Fellowship suppers 
begin to cost more, day care costs go up, youth trips 
cost more, etc. 

Faithfulness – or the lack of it – is demonstrated in 
such times. Percy went with me when we visited the 
consultant who recommended he be terminated. Percy 
rejoiced when the consultant and his wife were saved 
and joined our church. Percy even took the consul-
tant on visitation with him in the months to come. 

Churches must demonstrate faithfulness, as well – to 
their members and their mission. 

Tithing and biblical stewardship make a real differ-
ence in people’s lives in such a crisis. But it is much 
harder to cross the river of trouble when it is at flood 

stage. It is important to teach children 
to tithe and to teach new believers 
biblical stewardship before economic 
crises hit. You strengthen the be-
liever – and the church – when 
you do so. 

Financial difficulties 
provide opportunities for 
ministry. Churches can meet 
needs in their communities 

by providing job training, food and clothes for 
people who need them and school supplies 
for poor families, etc. Jesus put Joseph in 
place to meet the needs of a nation that did 
not know God and to testify to God’s great 
grace. He has put your church in place for 
the same reason.  

Our economy works in cycles. Years 
of plenty are always chased by lean years. 
Neither last forever. God expects us to 
obey without regard to the economic 
circumstances.

Emil Turner is executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Values for Christians are deeply rooted in biblical 
teachings. They provide the bedrock for daily liv-

ing that influence the way we interact with others, the 
development of a good work ethic for performing our 
jobs and the management of assets God has given us.  

Some endow their Christian 
values by establishing a perpetual 
endowment to provide ongo-
ing support for God’s work, thus 
guaranteeing an impact even after 
their passing away. They often direct 
the purposes of these endowments 
toward their lifetime passions.  

Some endowments help support mission causes 
locally, as well as around the world, while others 
provide financial support to children in need. Some 
donors provide scholarships for students to receive 
a Christian education. Other endowments help 
churches with their underlying ministries, and some 
are established to support the Cooperative Program 
in order to have a broad-reaching ministry impact. 

Indeed, endowment beneficiaries can be as varied as 
the ministry passions of the donors themselves. 

Endowments can be funded during one’s lifetime 
and/or at one’s passing through estate plans, such as a 
last will and testament. Also, they can be funded with 

different types of assets depending 
upon one’s objectives. For endow-
ments funded during one’s lifetime, 
an available charitable income tax 
deduction can benefit the donor. 
For gifts at life’s end, a charitable 
estate tax deduction is obtainable. 
The Arkansas Baptist Foundation 

can help a donor navigate the various options that are 
available in establishing an endowment.

An endowment to help fund ministry in the future 
is a tremendous way to perpetuate one’s Christian 
values. It also provides a testimony of those values to 
family and friends for generations to come.

Jeffrey Steed is vice president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

Endowing your values

FinanciaL times
Jeffrey Steed

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

a
PastOr’s 
heart

Emil Turner

$

Phillips
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Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

DESHA – While some church an-
niversary celebrations focus more 
on past accomplishments than the 
present – members of First Baptist 
Church, Desha, acknowledge how 
God continues 
to work boldly 
in their midst.

Since January, 
41 people from 
the community 
have passed 
through the bap-
tismal waters at 
Desha – and the 
church can’t wait 
to see what God 
does next.

Troy Sharp, 
pastor for the 
past 11 years, 
said First Baptist 
has been firmly focused on reaching 
people since its founding in 1936.

And when describing the passion 
the church has for the lost, Sharp 
wasn’t describing recent summer 
weather in Arkansas when he said, 
“We’ve always been ‘hot’ about get-
ting them into the church.”

On Aug. 7, First Baptist held a 
special service to mark 75 years of 
ministry.

During the service, former pas-
tors and former pastors’ sons remi-
nisced about the church.

“I was thinking about this church 
and the 75 years that it has been in 
existence. It’s been very successful 

as they continue serving the Lord 
here,” said Clyde Spurgin, pastor 
from October 1995 to April 1999.

“I thought about the small group 
that started this church – a body 
of believers so many years ago,” 
Spurgin added. “Then it came to 
me. They wanted to start a church 

that was built 
on a solid foun-
dation. And 
what do you 
suppose that 
foundation is? 
It starts with a 
‘C.’”

The crowd 
r e s p o n d e d 
in unison, 
“Christ!”

Sharp said 
Desha works 
hard to stay on 
mission. Mem-

bers have partici-
pated in mission trips to South Af-
rica, France, Australia and India in 
recent years. 

“This October we have a team 
going to Armenia on a church plant-
ing endeavor,” he said.

Other speakers during the cele-
bration service included Jim Bynum, 
son of former pastor Forrest Bynum; 
Don Huskey, son of former pastor 
Paul Huskey; and church members, 
Linda Moody, Keith Harmon and 
Max Edwards.

A reception was held for members 
and guests following the service.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org

First Baptist, Desha, celebrates 75 years

First Baptist, Desha, member Linda Moody (top) shares during the church’s anniversary service. 
Below, from left: Former Pastor Clyde Spurgin; Jim Bynum, son of former Pastor Forrest Bynum; 
Pastor Troy Sharp; and Doug Huskey, son of former Pastor Paul Huskey. 

HOT SPRINGS – Uprising – Baptist Youth Day at Magic Springs was held 
Aug. 27. Throughout the day, two stages were set up for music groups to play 
around the park. The main event featured concert artist Shonlock, speaker 
Doug Compton and worship with Preston (formerly Two Empty Chairs). 
The event was sponsored by the Arkansas Baptist State Convention evan-
gelism and church growth team. 

More than 2,800 students and adults from churches across Arkansas 
attended the one-day event, with 32 students making professions of faith 
in Christ and more than 60 students making other spiritual decisions. In 
addition, 46 students made decisions to explore their calling to ministry.

For more photos, go to www.arkansasbaptist.org/magicsprings2011.

First Baptist, Desha, today

Baptist Youth Day
at Magic Springs 
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Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

TERRORIST ATTACKS perpe-
trated against the United States on 
Sept. 11, 2001, killed thousands of 
Americans and changed our nation 
forever.

Churches across the country were 
packed for weeks – and in some in-
stances months – following the at-
tacks, as people sought refuge and 
answers amid the tragedy.

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011, marks the 
10th anniversary of the attacks and 
offers Arkansas Baptists an opportu-
nity to commemorate 9/11, remem-
ber lives lost and reach out to their 
communities with the love of Jesus 
Christ.

Freedom/Liberty event
For a number of months, a group 

of churches in Harrison have been 
planning a special Freedom and 
Liberty Celebration to be held Sept. 
11-16 to remember those who lost 
their lives on 9/11.

“Several of the North Arkansas 
Baptist Association (churches) are 
sponsoring this event as a combined 
tent revival meeting. We are using 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) tent,” said Jim Bryant, 
pastor of Gaither Baptist Church, 
Harrison.

The Freedom and Liberty Cel-
ebration event will be held each 
night at Bellefonte City Park at the 
intersection of Highways 65 and 
206. Music will be led by Dave Hart, 
associate pastor of music at First 
Baptist Church, Harrison, and will 
include other local musicians and a 
joint choir. Speakers include former 
Arkansas Baptist pastor, Evangelist 
Kent York.

Special church services
A number of churches are plan-

ning special services on the anniver-
sary of 9/11.

“We have been working on a 10-
year anniversary for several months,” 
said Scott Miller, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, West Fork. “We will in-
corporate patriotic songs and songs 
of hope and trust. We will incorpo-
rate video footage from that day, as 
well as slideshows.”

Miller added, “If (the anniversa-
ry) had not fallen on a Sunday, we 
would have mentioned it and maybe 
had a patriotic song, but since it falls 
on a Sunday, we felt it was an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge it.”

Bob Shelton, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Alma, said the church 
has moved its services to the Alma 
Performing Arts Center to accom-
modate a community memorial ser-
vice.

“We have our Crawford County 
judge, Alma mayor, the Alma Police 
Department, the Van Buren police 
and fire departments, as well as five 
other fire and police organizations, 

Arkansas churches to commemorate 9/11
Using anniversary as outreach tool

coming to the service,” said Shelton, 
adding the church is providing a spe-
cial lunch for the group and their 
families.

“This community has more than 
157 officers, firefighters and first re-
sponders committed to being at the 
service.”

Shelton said moving the service 
to the Performing Arts Center is 
strategic.

“Many unchurched will come and 
hear the gospel,” he said. “Special 
choir music and (a) video presenta-
tion will honor our local heroes. We 
also are asking Alma High School to 
allow us to plant a special 9/11 com-
munity tree in the new high school 
garden.

“Our church is excited about this 
special opportunity.”

Ed Simpson, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, said 
the topic of his message Sept. 11 is 
“When the Nation Needs Refresh-
ing,” based on 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
It’s part of a series, “Times of Re-
freshing,” based on Acts 3:17-19. 

“The services are dedicated to ex-
ploring God’s path to renewal as we 
remember the events of 9/11,” said 
Simpson. “Ten years ago the world 
was more predictable, and the role 
of the church was less challenged. 
Today we live in an unpredictable 
world, and the role of the church – 
in the global scheme of things – is 
facing its greatest test.”

Simpson added, “We have a prov-
en message for the nations, and it 
can pass the test. Our prayer is that 
we can be the church in this mo-
ment in history.”

Message of remembrance
“I will be sharing a message of 

remembrance, but also a reminder 
that there is a huge world out there 
needing to be reached with the gos-
pel of Christ,” said Mike Sypult, pas-

tor of Friendship Church, Spring-
dale.

“When Christ invades a country, 
hearts are changed and senseless mur-
ders cease. I will be sharing with our 
congregation the Christian re-
sponse to Islam. I believe this 
is a great time for pastors to 
remind our congregations of 
the global mandate we share 
and the urgency to get this 
message of hope to the na-
tions,” Sypult added.

Tom Dicus, pastor of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Clarks-
ville, said he plans to preach 
the same sermon he preached after 
9/11.

“We are going to sing patriotic 
songs,” said Dicus. “I was the pastor 
of a church in Texas at the time. I 
have pulled it out of my files, and 
all of it still applies. … I will share 
what I am doing and why with our 
congregation.”

Dicus said Second Baptist has 
men in the church who have served 
in the War on Terror and one young 
man who is currently deployed over-
seas.

First Baptist Church, Benton, 
will launch two simultaneous servic-
es on the anniversary of 9/11, said 
member John Casey.

“The main auditorium will be the 
blended service as it is now and will 
be led by Dr. Tom Noland leading 
worship and Dr. Rick Grant preach-
ing/teaching,” said Casey.

“In our older auditorium – known 
as Selph Hall after long-time pastor 
Dr. Bernes Selph – worship will be 
led by Jarrett Davis and a band with 
Dr. Grant simulcast into the room. 
This is exciting and innovative.”

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village, is hosting a 
community-wide “Solemn and Holy 
Convocation of Prayer for America 
in the Shadow of Nine-Eleven” ser-
vice at 3 p.m. Sept. 11, said Duane 
Blakley, minister of music. 

The Hot Springs Village Inter-
Faith Council is co-sponsor of the 
event that will feature a number of 
ministers from Village churches, 
Blakley said. The Barcelona Road 
choir will provide music. Bruce 
Swihart is pastor at Barcelona 
Road.

Honoring heroes
“I thought it was unique that it 

fell on the 10th anniversary,” said 
James Hays, pastor of Valley Baptist 
Church, Searcy. The church is plan-
ning a special day of activities.

Through an arrangement with a 
local businessman, Valley Baptist is 
flying in a New York firefighter and 
his wife to speak in the church’s 
morning services at 8 and 10:30 
a.m.

“He (Greg Manning) actually was 
one of the first responders to the 
Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center on Sept. 11, 2001,” said Hays. 

“Six of his fellow firefighters (Squad 
41) died in the towers that day. He 
will be sharing his personal experi-
ence with our congregation.”

Hays said Second Baptist will rec-
ognize first responders in 
the services and will host 
a luncheon for the Man-
nings, firefighters and their 
families.

 On Sunday evening, the 
church will be showing the 
movie, “The Cross and the 
Towers.”

“We will conclude with 
a ‘call to prayer’ for our na-

tion,” said Hays. “It’s going to be an 
emotional and full Sunday here at 
Valley. … We are looking forward to 
the entire day.”

Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 
plans a special 9/11 service to honor 
first responders.

“In remembrance of Sept. 11, 
2001, Crossgate Church will be ac-
knowledging and thanking our local 
first responders – fire, law enforce-
ment and medical emergency per-
sonnel,” said Patty Polczynski in an 
announcement about the event.

“Each department member is 
invited to attend a special service, 
‘Rescued,’ at 10:45 a.m., which will 
honor these local men and women 
and their families.”

‘Engaging Islam’
One church is using the opportu-

nity to educate its members about 
Islam.

“We are going to begin a training 
of Islam and how to connect and en-
gage in meaningful spiritual conver-
sations with them,” said Mike Mc-
Daniel, lead pastor of Grace Point 
Church, Bentonville.

McDaniel said Grace Point con-
tinues its work in an Islamic nation 
in West Africa.

“We have been in a strategic, 
long-term partnership for the past 
five years and are renewing our com-
mitment to this people group where 
less than 1.2 percent are Christian,” 
he said.

For Lyle Hern, Sept. 11, 2011, will 
mark his first Sunday as pastor at 
South Main Baptist Church, Cros-
sett.

“Obviously, I don’t wish my first 
day to be thought of as a disaster, or 
the joke that (it) is (the) beginning 
of a disaster,” said Hern. “So I will 
preach on ‘A Recipe for a Healthy 
Church,’ using Colossians 2:2. This 
passage exhorts us to encourage 
one another, strengthen the bond 
of love, grow in understanding and 
learning together the mystery of God 
in Christ.

“I will point out how America 
pulled together in Christ as a nation 
and how we can help our area and 
church to do that now with lasting 
impact.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Manning

Flyer announcing the 9/11 service for North 
Arkansas Baptist Association churches.
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Adam Brown
Special to the ABN

HOT SPRINGS – “Really? You meet 
in a garage?”

This is a question Mike Prince, 
pastor of The Garage Church, hears 
regularly from people when they 
first hear about his new church in 
Hot Springs. 

Launched in spring 2010, The 
Garage Church actually meets in a 
variety of locations in and around 
the Hot Springs area. A burden to 
reach people in Hot Springs was 
what drove Prince and his wife, 
Deby, to start the church.

‘Reach people like you’
Prince says God literally laid 

a burden on the couple “to reach 
people like you.” 

A core group of the church meets 
on Sundays and Wednesdays. Addi-
tionally, on Mondays and Tuesdays, 
you can find Prince and ministry 
partner David Roshto ministering 
to people with a Bible study, meal 
and other classes. 

Groups during the week average 
about 25 people, said Prince. The 
church’s core group 
includes 20 people 
in their early 30s. In 
all, the church min-
isters to 150 people 
throughout the week 
– but started with a 
group of four peo-
ple. 

“We’re not the 
biggest church in 
town, but our people 
are making disciples. 
They are giving. 
Once they come to 
a meeting, they don’t miss,” said 
Prince. 

Roshto, who Prince describes 
as the church’s “resident scholar,” 
teaches the core group. He relocated 
to Hot Springs from Mississippi with 
his wife, Ladonna, in April 2010 to 
help the Princes birth the church. 
Roshto is a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University with a master’s 
degree from Beeson Divinity School 
in Birmingham, Ala. 

“The key to discipleship is our 
LTG’s; this is where discipleship 
happens,” said Prince. LTG stands 
for “Life Transformation Group.” 
LTG’s are small, gender-specific 
groups of two to four people that 
meet together once a week to fel-

Hot Springs’ Garage Church

‘You Meet Where?’

SuggeSted Week of Prayer: 
SePtember 18-25

For more information or to download  
materials go to www.absc.org/dixiejackson

Garage Church member Jamie Sheets (left) recently gave his truck to Tracy and Dennis so they could 
move to another city where they had found employment.

A Garage Church core group meets at Change Point, a crisis pregnancy center in Hot Springs.

lowship, to study Scripture and to 
provide accountability. The groups 
study 25 chapters of Scripture each 
week. 

Prince describes himself as an 
“old hot rodder at the core,” who 
once was a motorcycle chaplain in 
Maryland. He explained that when 
God burdened he and his wife, a 
local schoolteacher, to start this new 
work, he knew they were to reach 
people like them. 

Having resided in Hot Springs 
many years ago before returning 
in April 2010, Prince said God 
burdened his heart to reach Hot 
Springs. Prior to returning to the 
area, God used his work as a pastor, 
church planter and church planter 
trainer, to help equip him for start-
ing Garage Church. Prince is bi-vo-
cational, as he also works with the 
administrative team of the Garland 
County Baptist Association. 

‘Lives being changed’
Prince said he believes strongly, 

“We should be using our hobbies to 
reach people for Jesus.” 

Gordon, who was the first person 
Prince got to know through The 

Garage Church, 
was saved and 
then baptized in 
a horse trough in 
downtown Hot 
Springs. He is now 
a devoted follower 
who says that 
Prince told him, 
“Go make fishers 
of men.” 

Gordon sums 
up his outlook 
using Matthew 
13:44: “It’s all 

about the kingdom of God.”
Jamie, another convert from 

The Garage Church, was saved in 
November 2010, during his second 
time attending the group. 

Prince said the biggest challenge 
in reaching people in this area 
is that they have religion, but not 
Jesus. He said people in the church 
core group tell him this is the first 
time they have really been excited 
about church. New believer Brooke 
said she loves learning more about 
God with members of The Garage 
Church and that they are “like her 
family.”  

Support from the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering is a key 
to the church’s ministry.

“God always provides for us. We 
have one partnering SBC (Southern 
Baptist Convention) church, and 
my wife, Deby, is teaching school; 
we operate on a small budget,” said 
Prince. First Baptist Church, Amity, 
led by Pastor John McAnally, is the 
primary partnering church, while 
other churches within the associa-
tion also provide support. The Ga-
rage Church also receives support 
from the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board (NAMB). 

Prince said he would like to have 
a location in which to meet as a 
large group at some point. He said 
an ideal location would be a gas sta-
tion front with classic cars in the en-
trance that opened up into a large 

building in the rear. 
Therefore, the goal would to be 

“a complete restoration shop,” said 
Prince. 

“For the first time in my minis-
try, I am enjoying, more than ever, 
watching God do His work,” he 
added. 

After providing a meal during a 
recent Monday night group, Prince 
observed, “Together, God is using 
us to reach this city.” 

Prince encouraged readers to pro-
vide prayer support for The Garage 
Church. To receive updates, email 
Prince at mikedprince@gmail.com.

Adam Brown serves as family minis-
ter at Leonard Street Baptist Church in 
Hot Springs. 

Profile Church
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Williams Baptist College
Reception, 4:45 p.m., Nov. 1: 

First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
Reception Room. 

Ouachita Baptist University
Reception, 8:30 p.m., Nov. 1: 

First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
Reception Room.

Southwestern Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Nov. 1: First 

Baptist Church, Little Rock, Room 
105. Reservations requested by Oct. 

25. Contact Matt Norton, 870-534-
4741 or gods_own@hotmail.com. 

Mid-America Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Nov. 1: First 

Baptist Church, Little Rock, Room 
102. Reservations requested by Oct. 
19. Contact Shay Caldwell, 870-932-
2197 or shay@hdbc.org.

Midwestern Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Nov. 1: First 

Baptist Church, Little Rock, Room 
103. Reservations requested by Oct. 

25. Contact Carol Mack, 816-414-
3722 or cmack@mbts.edu.

New Orleans Seminary
Luncheon, noon, Nov. 1: First 

Baptist Church, Little Rock, Room 
101. Reservations requested by  Oct. 
21. Contact Clay Hallmark, 870-739-
3944 or clay@fbcmarionark.org.

Baptist schools plan events 

ABSC auxiliary meetings set
Ministers’ Wives 

The 2011 Ministers’ Wives Con-
ference will be held in the fellowship 
hall of First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, from 9:15 a.m.-2:15 p.m., 
Oct. 31. The theme is Ministry Life 
... Unscripted.

The meeting will feature Berniece 
the Cleaning Lady (Vickey Lloyd), 
Miss Bertha Louise Cooper (Jana 
McKnight) and Jill Pucik, a student 

at Williams Baptist College. To reg-
ister or for more information, con-
tact Julie Beavers at minwife@gmail.
com. 

Hispanic Fellowship
The annual Arkansas Hispanic 

Baptist Fellowship will meet Oct. 31 
at First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
in the Reception Room. Registration 
begins at 1 p.m., and the meeting is 

from 1:30-5 p.m. Following dinner, 
a worship service is scheduled from 
7-9 p.m. Daniel R. Sanchez, profes-
sor at Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, 
is the featured speaker. All Hispanic 
pastors and their wives are invited 
to attend. For more information, 
contact Francisco Gomez, ABSC 
missions ministries team member, 
at 800-838-2272, ext. 5149.

LITTLE ROCK – Because He First 
Loved Me is the theme of the 2011 
Arkansas Pastors’ Conference set 
for Monday, Oct. 31, at First Baptist 
Church, 62 Pleasant Valley Drive, 
Little Rock.

Greg Addison, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Cabot, and Pastors’ 
Conference president, said planners 
have worked hard to put together a 
special event this year.

“The Pastors’ Conference is all 
about encouraging falling in love 
with Jesus all over again,” said Ad-
dison.

With that in mind, messages and 
music presented will encourage at-
tendees to “reconnect with the joy 
of God’s love,” he said.

“Every Christian can tell you 
about that special person that God 
brought into their life whose love 
for Jesus was so contagious that it 
radically impacted their own faith,” 
explained Addison. “That kind of 
faith comes from a heart gratefully 
connected to Jesus. We are children 
of God because He first loved us. 
That’s why Paul said so passionately 
it is ‘the love of God that compels 
us.’” 

Pastors’ Conference speakers in-
clude Mike Spradlin, president of 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Cordova, Tenn., at 9:10 
a.m. and 2:30 p.m.; Jarrett Stephens, 
teaching pastor at Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano, Texas, at 
10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; Glen Put-
man, pastor of Walnut Street Bap-
tist Church in Jonesboro at 10:50 

a.m.; Hollie Miller, pastor of Sevier 
Heights Baptist Church in Knox-
ville, Tenn., at 3:30 p.m.; Bryan 
Lorrits, pastor of Fellowship Mem-
phis in Memphis, Tenn., at 6:50 
p.m.; and Frank Page, president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee in Nashville, 
Tenn., at 8 p.m.

Addison said there would be a 
blend of new and favorite wor-

ship songs at the conference, with 
a special presentation from Travis 
Cottrell’s “Jesus Saves Live” by the 
combined choirs from First Baptist 
Church, Cabot; Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, Cabot; and the 
churches of the Caroline Baptist 
Association.

“Unfortunately, there are myri-
ads of struggles in life and minis-
try that distract us from a sense of 

God’s presence,” said Addison.  
“This year’s conference is the gift 
of a day to reconnect with the over-
whelming, life-changing love of 
Jesus. What better reason to come 
and worship than the overwhelming 
love of Jesus.”

More information about the 
Pastors’ Conference is available at 
www.facebook.com/abscpastorscon-
ference2011.  

ABSC Pastors’ Conference Oct. 31
Theme: Because He First Loved Me

Speakers at the 2011 Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention include (top, from 
left) Jarrett Stephens, teaching pastor, 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, Plano, 
Texas; Glen Putman, pastor, Walnut 
Street Baptist Church, Jonesboro; 
Hollie Miller, pastor, Sevier Heights 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn.;  (bot-
tom, from left) Bryan Lorrits, pastor, 
Fellowship Memphis, Memphis, Tenn; 
Mike Spradlin, president, Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Cordova, 
Tenn.; and Frank Page, president, 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, Nashville, Tenn.

Stephens Putman Miller

Lorrits Spradlin Page

For additional information about the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
Annual Meeting, including lodging 
and complete list of meetings, go to 

www.arkansasbaptist.org.

Follow coverage of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting at 

www.arkansasbaptist.org/absc2011
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2011 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule
Nov. 1-2  l  First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Tuesday Morning, nov. 1
8:15  Pre-Session Music................................First Baptist Church, Marion
8:30  Congregational Singing ..................................................Lee Barnett
8:35  Welcome.........................................................................Jim Lagrone
8:40  Scripture and Prayer................................................Charity Gardner
8:45  THEME INTERPRETATION...................Ministry Planning Team
8:55  Call to Order..............................................................Clay Hallmark
9:00  Appointment of Committees.....................................Clay Hallmark
9:05  Congregational Singing...................................................Lee Barnett
9:10  New Arkansans..............................................................Emil Turner
9:20  State Missions Report...............................Missions Ministries Team
9:40  Worship in Song.....................Choir, First Baptist Church, Marion
9:50  MESSAGE.................................................................Frank Page
10:20  Williams Baptist College Report....................................Jerol Swaim
10:35  Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home Report....................David Perry
10:50  EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT....................................Jason Noel
11:00  Worship in Song.....................Choir, First Baptist Church, Marion
11:05  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...................................Clay Hallmark
11:35  Benediction.................................................................Charles Lewis

Tuesday afTernoon, nov. 1
1:30 Pre-session Music.................Master’Singers Instrumental Ensemble
1:45 Congregational Singing .................................................Leslie Willis
1:50  Scripture and Prayer........................................................Dan Jordan
1:55  THEME INTERPRETATION.......................Business Affairs Team
2:05  Worship in Song............Parkway Place Baptist Church, Little Rock
2:10  Miscellaneous Business..............................................Clay Hallmark
2:20  Convention Nominating Committee Report................Kim Bridges
2:25 Recognitions...............................................................Clay Hallmark
2:35 Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council Report......................Larry Page
2:50 Congregational Singing.................................................Leslie Willis
2:55 Worship in Song.........................................................Master’Singers
3:05 MESSAGE.............................................................William Rice
3:35  Benediction.........................................................................Jerry Gay

Tuesday evening, nov. 1
6:15  Pre-Session Music.......................................................Master’Singers
6:30  Worship in Song.........................................................Master’Singers
6:40  Congregational Singing..............................................Larry Grayson
6:45  Scripture and Prayer.......................................................Tim Wicker
6:50 THEME INTERPRETATION.......................Family Ministry Team
7:00 Cooperative Program Report...........................................Rusty Hart
7:20 Ouachita Baptist University Choir................................Gary Gerber
7:35  Ouachita Baptist University Report.................................Rex Horne
7:50  Congregational Singing..............................................Larry Grayson
7:55  MESSAGE..............................................................Emil Turner
8:25  Benediction.............................................................Loren Strickland

Wednesday Morning, nov. 2
8:15  Pre-Session Music..........................First Baptist Church, Little Rock
8:30  Congregational Singing.................................................Jerry Wilson
8:35  Scripture and Prayer.........................................................Don Pucik
8:40  THEME INTERPRETATION........Leadership and Worship Team
8:50  Miscellaneous Business..............................................Clay Hallmark
9:00  ELECTION OF OFFICERS (PRESIDENT)
9:10  Arkansas Baptist News Report....................................Tim Yarbrough
9:25  Congregational Singing.................................................Jerry Wilson
9:30  MESSAGE..........................................................David Hankins
10:00  Arkansas Baptist Foundation Report..........................David Moore
10:15  ELECTION OF OFFICERS (FIRST VICE PRESIDENT)
10:25  Congregational Singing................................................Jerry Wilson
10:30  Resolutions.......................................................................Larry Page
10:45    Arkansas Baptist Assembly Report...............................Jason Wilkie
11:00  ELECTION OF OFFICERS (SECOND VICE PRESIDENT)
11:10 Prayer for newly elected officers....................................Emil Turner
11:15  Worship in Song...........................First Baptist Church, Little Rock
11:20  CONVENTION SERMON....................................John Hodges
11:50  Benediction.................................................................Ron Kirkland

acrossacross
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2011 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1: 
2012 BUDGET
I.  Arkansas
    1.  Ministry Planning Team..........................................................$283,547
    2.  Convention..................................................................................168,171
    3.  Business Affairs Team................................................................831,643
         Business Affairs – Building Operations.....................................239,372
         Business Affairs – Camp Paron...................................................82,672
         Business Affairs – Printing and Mail Services..............................56,318
    4.  Collegiate Ministry Team...........................................................919,283
         Collegiate Ministry Team – Properties.......................................117,368
    5.  Evangelism and Church Growth Team.....................................830,073
    6.  Executive Support Team............................................................479,438
    7.  Family Ministry Team................................................................138,840
    8.  Leadership & Worship Team....................................................514,684
    9.  Missions Ministries Team..........................................................534,519
   10. Missions Support Team.............................................................449,781
   11. Non-Team Budgets
         Protection Plan for Church Staff...............................................273,531
         Non-Team Programs and Other Causes....................................767,902
         Salary Increase Reserve.........................................................................0
         Pastoral Scholarships..................................................................166,669
    Total Executive Board and Convention Programs................$6,852,812
    
    12.  Arkansas Baptist Assembly.....................................................$246,852
    13.  Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes........................................568,347
    14.  Arkansas Baptist Foundation...................................................332,717
    15.  Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine..................................................284,082
    16.  Ouachita Baptist University..................................................3,087,673
    17.  Williams Baptist College..........................................................929,966
    Total State Causes.............................................................$12,302,447

ABSC Executive Board offers budget,
ministry recommendations for 2012

II.  Southern Baptist Convention
     18.  International Mission Board.............................................$4,597,027
     19.  North American Mission Board.........................................2,095,325
     20.  Theological Education Ministries........................................2,015,336
     21.  Christian Ethics/Religious Liberty Ministries........................151,702
     22.  Facilitation Ministries.............................................................334,664
     Total SBC Causes...............................................................$9,194,053

III. Total Cooperative Program Budget.................................$21,496,500

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2
2012 PROJECTS
Executive Board projects for 2012 have been planned by the teams. Minis-
try projects and goals will be distributed during the annual meeting.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 3
2013-2017
COOPERATIVE PROGRAM UNIFIED BUDGET FORMULA of the
ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

I. Budget
The budget shall be based and governed by a weighted average of the 

ratio between the six month increase (or decrease) and the yearly increase 
(or decrease) for the three preceding years. The Executive Board, upon 
recommendation coming out of the budget planning process, can alter the 
dollar amount of the total budget plus or minus ten percent (10%), taking 
into consideration the economic forecast. 

II. Southern Baptist Convention Causes
The percent increase for Southern Baptist Convention causes shall be 

See BUDGET page 13
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aBsC exeCuTive Board

Term to Expire in 2014
Arkansas River Valley, Mike Smith
Arkansas Valley, *Jim McDaniel
Ashley, Jamie Staley
Caroline, Davis Bell
Caroline, *David R. Mitchell
Centennial, Samuel Roberts
Clear Creek, Dale Walker
Concord, Tim Hobbs
Concord, Ron Williamson
Current-Gaines, *Loy Culver
Delta, Brett Lee
Faulkner, *David Hatfield
Faulkner, *Matt Pryor
Garland, Jimmy D. Holland
Greene County, *Jason Noel
Harmony, *Stephen Beavers
Liberty, Matthew Shepherd
Little River, Ben Jones
Little River, *Terry Snead
Mississippi County, *Ferrell Duffel
Mississippi County, Jim Duffel
Mt. Zion, *Gary Brown
North Arkansas, Rob Davis
North Pulaski, *Heath Clower
North Pulaski, Wyman Richardson
North Pulaski, David Talbert
Pulaski, *Bob Loyd
Pulaski, Ed Simpson
Rocky Bayou, Larry Kindrick
Southwest, George H. Goynes, Jr.
Southwest, Steven McAbee
Tri-County, *Matt Pearson
Tri-County, Ken Siler
Trinity, *Jim Shaw
Washington Madison, Jimmy 
    Mauldin
Washington Madison, *Martha 
    Spicer
White River, Bill Howse
District 5, Anne E. Bailey
District 8, Donna Sasser

Term to Expire in 2012
Mississippi County, Jay Weaver
North Arkansas, Mark Methvin
Washington Madison, Guy Wilcox

arkansas BapTisT asseMBly

Term to Expire in 2014
*Cherie Carney, Little Rock
*Bobby Clark, Abbott
*Gregg Greenway, Stuttgart
*D.R. Hickman, Harrison
Lisa Mercer, Little Rock

arkansas BapTisT Children’s 
hoMes and faMily MinisTries

Term to Expire in 2014
*Nolan Brisco, Harrison
*A.J. Burk, Russellville
*Steve Fowler, Fayetteville
*Matt Norton, Pine Bluff
*Lana Patrick, Springdale
Joe Statton, Little Rock

arkansas BapTisT foundaTion

Term to Expire in 2014
*Phillip Cox, Little Rock
Jim L. Harris, Springdale
Noyl Houston, Jonesboro
*Lee McGlone, Arkadelphia
*Thomas Staley, North Little Rock

arkansas BapTisT neWsMagazine

Term to Expire in 2014
James Bryant, Harrison
Mary Kisor, Dardanelle
Will Staggs, North Little Rock
*David McCord, Mena
*Shaun Hair, West Memphis

Term to Expire in 2012
Juel Zeiser, Little Rock
Rickey Rogers, Arkadelphia

BapTisT MeMorial healTh Care 
sysTeM, inC., MeMphis, Tenn.

Term to Expire in 2014
Bob W. Harrison, Jonesboro
*Dick Trout, Blytheville
*Bobby Wilkerson, Stuttgart

Arkansas Baptists nominated for service
Term to Expire in 2012
Steve Edwards, Marianna

ouaChiTa BapTisT universiTy

Term to Expire in 2014
Steven Collier, Augusta
Susie Everett, Benton
*Taylor King, Arkadelphia
*Larry Kircher, Bald Knob
Scott Street, Rogers
*W.H. Sutton, Little Rock
*Gene Whisenhunt, Little Rock
Larry D. White, Conway

WilliaMs BapTisT College

Term to Expire in 2014
Greg Bowers, Blytheville
*James Craig, Stuttgart
Joann Goatcher, Clinton
Bill Hughes, Mountain Home
Dana Kelley, Jonesboro
*Carol Lewallen, Pocahontas
Bettye Jessen Thrash, Hot Springs 
   Village
Melvin York, Des Arc

ConsTiTuTion/ By-laWs 
CoMMiTTee

Term to Expire in 2014
*John Hodges, Salem
Eric Moffett, Pocahontas

ConvenTion prograM 
CoMMiTTee

Term to Expire in 2014
Richard Avey, Cabot

2012 ConvenTion serMon

Preacher: Gary Hollingsworth, 
   pastor, Immanuel Baptist 
   Church, Little Rock
Alternate: Larry Page, executive 
   director, Arkansas Faith and 
   Ethics Council, Little Rock

fuTure siTes of annual MeeTing

2012 First Baptist Church, Cabot
2013 Cross Church, Rogers
2014 Trinity Baptist Church, 
         Texarkana
2015 Hot Springs Baptist  
         Church, Hot Springs
2016 First Baptist Church, 
         Russellville
(*denotes second term)

LARRY PAGE, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Resolutions Com-
mittee chairman, has invited Arkan-
sas Baptist messen-
gers with proposed 
resolutions to send 
them to the commit-
tee for early review. 
Page is executive di-
rector of the Arkan-
sas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Anyone wanting to submit a reso-
lution to the committee should mail 

a copy of the proposed resolution to 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
Attn: Vera Clancy, 10 Remington 

Dr., Little Rock, AR 
72204, by Oct. 21. 
Proposed resolutions 
also may be submit-
ted at the convention 
until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 1.

The published con-
vention schedule calls 

for resolutions to be considered dur-
ing the morning session on Nov. 2.

Committee requests resolutions
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presented at

London’s First Baptist Church
September 10th, 2011

9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and may be purchased online at 

www.itickets.com/events/268184.html, from the LFBC website, by 
email at fbc@fbclondon.com or by contacting LFBC at 479-293-4401.  A 
deli-style lunch is included and several door prizes will be given away.  
For more information go to www.fbclondon.com and follow the links. 

LFBC is located at 17 Southern Baptist Rd. in London, Ark.

Arkansans fill convention committees
Credentials Committee

Jerry Gay (chairman), association-
al missionary, North Pulaski Baptist 
Association, North Little Rock

Ray Dean Davis, associational 
missionary, Tri-County Baptist As-
sociation, Wynne

Doug Hibbard, pastor, First Bap-
tist, Almyra

Carl Weatherford, pastor, First 
Baptist, Crawfordsville

Charles Lewis, associational mis-
sionary, Mississippi County Baptist 
Association, Blytheville

Resolutions Committee
Larry Page (chairman), Arkansas 

Faith and Ethics Council executive 

two-tenths of one percent (.2%) 
each year of the five year budget 
formula period.

III. State Causes
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-

tion agencies, institutions, Execu-
tive Board programs, and other 
state causes shall receive an increase 
in their respective Cooperative 
Program allocations equal to the 
percentage increase in the amount 
allocated above the prior year. 

If the state distribution is a de-
crease from the prior year, then all 
shall receive an equal percentage 
reduction equal to the percentage 
reduced to the state portion of the 
Cooperative Program distribution.

The state entities are Ouachita 
Baptist University, Williams Bap-
tist College, the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation, the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, the Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes and Family 
Ministries, Arkansas Baptist As-
sembly, and the Executive Board 
programs.  Other funds included in 
state causes are the annual Conven-
tion fund, the Church Protection  
Plan of Guidestone Financial Ser-
vices, and the Pastoral Education 
Scholarship Fund.

IV.  Shared Ministries of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion

The Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention shall identify the total 
amount of shared ministries of the 
two conventions to be used for Co-
operative Program promotion and 
administration in each annual state 
convention budget. However, the 
total amount designated as shared 
ministries shall not exceed one per-
cent (1%) of the Cooperative Pro-
gram budget for the five year period 
of this budget formula.

The Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention Executive Board ministries 
shall use all funds designated as 
“shared ministries” for the pur-
poses of promoting and administer-
ing the Cooperative Program. The 

es in allocations of funds must be 
referred to the Executive Board of 
the Convention and the trustees of 
the appropriate agency or institu-
tion and reported to the next Con-
vention in annual session.

VIII. Budget Formula Period 
This formula will be operative 

beginning in the budget year 2013 
through the budget year 2017 at 
which time a review will be made 
by the Executive Board.  

IX. Cooperative Program Promo-
tion in Arkansas

During the budget formula peri-
od (2013 through 2017), the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention will 
conduct a comprehensive, state-
wide promotion of the Cooperative 
Program, seeking to engage and 
challenge every church to increase 
their giving to missions through 
the Cooperative Program.

(Adopted 1964 - Amended, 1972, 
1975, 1980, 1982, 1986, 1991, 
1996, 2001; 2006) 

Proposed for consideration to be 
amended in 2011.

Budget information provided by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

remaining balance of the budgeted 
Cooperative Program receipts shall 
be distributed according to this 
budget formula allocation plan to 
both conventions expressed in Sec-
tions II and III.

*In 2012 shared ministries totals 
$2.2 million, or 10.28% of the 
Cooperative Program budget. The 
amount of Shared Ministry items 
for the 2013 budget is $135,000. 

V. Overages
All Cooperative Program funds 

received that exceed the annual 
budget shall be divided equally 
between the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention at the end of the 
state convention’s fiscal year. The 
amount allocated to the state con-
vention shall be distributed to each 
state entity in the budget formula at 
the same ratio as funds distributed 
from budgeted receipts.

VI. New Programs or Ministries
In keeping with the Unified 

Budget concept, the funding of 
new or additional programs or 
ministry changes approved by the 
Convention in annual session shall 
be accomplished by subtracting the 
new program or ministry cost from 
the total of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention budget for the 
year the new program or ministry 
goes into effect.  The remainder 
of the budget in that year will be 
distributed by the current budget 
formula. 

This results in all Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention agencies, 
institutions, the Executive Board, 
and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Cooperative Program sharing 
proportionately in the cost of the 
new program or ministry.

The amount for the new pro-
gram or ministry will be added to 
the budget of the appropriate entity 
in the succeeding year. This total 
then becomes the new budget base 
for future increases or decreases. 

VII. Motions to Alter this Finan-
cial Plan

Motions made by messengers at 
the annual state Convention deal-
ing with financial support or chang-

BUDGET
continued from page 11

director, Little Rock
Doug Falknor, pastor, First Bap-

tist, Fayetteville
Gary Hollingsworth, pastor, Im-

manuel Baptist, Little Rock
Craig Jenkins, pastor, Beech 

Street First Baptist, Texarkana
Rob Rash, layperson, Marion
Loren Strickland, pastor, Angels 

Way Baptist, West Memphis

Order of Business 
Don Blackmore (chairman), edu-

cation minister, Central Baptist, 
Jonesboro

Frances Raley, education minis-
ter, First Baptist, Benton

Jonathon Curtis, education min-

ister, First Baptist, Little Rock

Parliamentarians
Dan Raines, layperson, Russell-

ville
Greg Addison, pastor, First Bap-

tist, Cabot
Glen Putman, pastor, Walnut 

Street Baptist, Jonesboro

Tellers Committee
Gene Tanner (chairman), pastor, 

First Baptist, Oppelo
Julie Forrest, children’s minister, 

Calvary Baptist, Little Rock
David Holcomb, pastor, Friend-

ship Baptist, Clinton
Justin King, pastor, Lakeshore 

Heights Baptist, Hot Springs
Matt Pearson, pastor, Wynne 

Baptist, Wynne
Matt Pryor, pastor, First Baptist, 

Wooster
Clint Ritchie, pastor, First  Bap-

tist, Hampton
Jake Robinson, children’s minis-

ter, First Baptist, Osceola
Jeff Thomas, pastor, Temple Bap-

tist, Searcy
Larry White, pastor, Cherokee 

First Baptist, Hardy
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

Baptistries/Steeples

Accounting

Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Your Accounting Needs
Barbara Taylor
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor
www.youraccountingneeds.com
QuickBooks sales and technical support

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR 72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services, 
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR 72034
501-450-9633  FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis 
and all architectural services

Kitchen Equipment  
and Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co.
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting and Sound

Playgrounds

American Audio Inc.
P.O. Box 1719
Ruston, LA 71273
318-251-0290  FAX: 318-255-3363
www.americanaudioinc.com
Audio, Lighting & Video Systems, Design-Installation

Curtis Stout Audio/Visual
2400 Cantrell Rd. Ste. 100
Little Rock, AR 72202
Contact: Tracy McMahen, 501.255.1149
Email: tracy.mcmahen@chstoutav.com
Church Audio/Visual and Lighting Systems
Design-Sales-Installation
Ask About Our Free Audio Clinic At Your Church

Heartland Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
210 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193  Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting,
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Stepples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theather/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To place your business in the monthly Church Service 
Directory, contact Nelle at 501-376-4791 ext. 5155 

or nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Kyle Jennings Company
www.kylejenningscompany.com
501-282-2201
P.O Box 3666
Hot Springs, AR 71914
Email: kyle@kylejenningscompany.com
Church Audio Systems, Led & Intelligent Lighting, 
Video Projection Systems, Design-Build-Install

Carpenter

Call Toll Free: 800.370.6180

Visit www.carpenterbus.com to
see over 100 New & Used Buses In Stock.
We buy buses and welcome Trade-Ins.

Clearance Sale!
Call for a complete

list of our
Best Priced Buses!

BUSSALES
going the extra mile since 1953

CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com

First Baptist Church, Salem, will 
host a women’s conference Oct. 8. 
The conference will feature Lori Mc-
Daniel from Grace Point Church, 
Bentonville, who will speak on the 
topic “A Woman’s Soul Matters.”

Caroline Baptist Association will 
hold its yearly community outreach 
event in Biscoe Sept. 10. For more 
information, call 501-425-3084.

Siloam Camp (Arkansas Baptist 
Assembly) in Siloam will offer room 
and breakfast at a reduced rate for 
any Arkansas Baptist church mem-
ber wanting to do mission work 
at the Bikes, Blues and BBQ rally 
in Fayetteville Sept. 28-Oct. 1. For 
more information, including costs, 
contact Anthony Chastain at 479-
524-4564.

Church life

Dale Clancy is serving as pastor 
of Community Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs Village.

Doug Inzer is serving as pastor 
of Maple Avenue Baptist Church, 
Smackover.

David Blase will retire as pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Nashville, 
where he has served as pastor since 
1986. The church is planning a spe-
cial service for he and his wife dur-
ing the 10:15 a.m. service Sept. 18.

Robert O’Briant is serving on 
the staff of Piney Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, as minister of music.

On the move

Harold “Lacy” Landers, 84, 
of Benton, died Aug. 20. Born in 
Benton, he was a lifelong member 
of First Baptist Church, Benton 
where he served as a deacon, a Sun-
day school teacher, a Royal Ambas-
sador director and as part of many 
church committees. He was retired 
from Alcoa. He served as a state rep-
resentative for 32 years, chairman of 
the Legislative Council and speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 
He retired from Malvern National 
Bank, and he was an advocate of the 
Arkansas School for the Deaf and 
Arkansas Health Center. He was 
also inducted into the Benton Ath-
letic Memorial Museum Wall Hall of 
Fame. Survivors include his wife of 
60 years, Lea; two daughters; three 
grandchildren; three great-grandchil-
dren; two siblings; a special nephew; 
and many other relatives and friends. 
Funeral services were held Aug. 23 
at First Baptist Church.

Zetta Watts Barnett Beard died 
Aug. 22. Born in Bruno, she attend-
ed Southern Baptist College (now 
Williams Baptist College) in Walnut 
Ridge and married Dale Barnett, 
an Arkansas Baptist pastor, direc-
tor of missions and state mission-
ary. She served in numerous roles 
in their churches and communities. 
Most of her life was spent in the 
Yellville-Harrison area. Following 
her husband’s death, she married 
Carl Beard. Survivors include two 
siblings; four daughters; two step-

Obituaries children; 12 grandchildren; and 10 
great-grandchildren. Funeral services 
were held Aug. 27 at Burns Funeral 
Home in Yellville. 

Vanny “Van” Lee Harness, 55, 
died Aug. 24 in Wynne. Born in 
Marshall in 1956, was a pastor for 
more than three decades, pastoring 
West Side Baptist Church, Greers 
Ferry, for the past 26 years. He also 
served in the U.S. Marines and grad-
uated from Southern Baptist College 
(now Williams Baptist College) and 
Ouachita Baptist University. Survi-
vors include his wife, Lisa Harness; 
one son; three daughters; two broth-
ers; six nephews; two nieces; many 
great-nephews and great-nieces; a 
large church family; and other rela-
tives. Funeral services were held Aug. 
27 at West Side Baptist Church.

Submit your church news to the 
Arkansas Baptist News. Call Jessica at  

800-838-2272, ext. 5153.

Back-to-school block party
Children enjoy a back-to-school block party held by First Baptist Church, Scranton, in the city park 
Aug. 20. The event, which was hosted by youth and members of the church, included free food and 
drinks, as well as games and prizes for children. An estimated 150-200 people attended the event, 
and 50 unchurched families received packets containing church information and gospel tracts. The 
church utilized the Arkansas River Valley Baptist Association’s recreation trailer, and the Scranton 
Volunteer Fire Department provided many of the games.  
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Associational annual meetings schedule
Association
Arkansas River Valley
Arkansas Valley
Ashley County
Bartholomew
Big Creek
Black River

Buckner
Buckville
Caddo River

Calvary
Carey
Caroline
Centennial

Central
Clear Creek
Concord

Conway-Perry
Current-Gaines
Delta
Faulkner
Garland County

Greene County
Harmony

Date
Oct. 11
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 16
Oct. 21
Oct. 18

Oct. 11
Oct. 9
Oct. 16

Oct. 18
Oct. 17
Oct. 11
Oct. 10
Oct. 11
Oct. 20
Oct. 18
Oct. 4

Oct. 15
Oct. 18
Oct. 9
Oct. 21
Oct. 11

Oct. 18
Oct. 17

Place/Time
Crow Mtn. Baptist, Russellville, 4:30 p.m.
West Helena Baptist, West Helena, 3 p.m.
Meridian Baptist, Crossett, 4:15 p.m.
Saline Baptist, Hermitage, 3 p.m.
Enterprise Baptist, Viola, 5:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Walnut Ridge,  
4 p.m., 7 p.m.
Winfield Baptist, Waldron, 4 p.m.
Rock Springs Baptist, Jessieville, 3 p.m.
Pencil Bluff First Baptist, Pencil Bluff, 3 p.m.,  
6 p.m. 
First Baptist, Judsonia, 3 p.m.
First Baptist, Sparkman, 4 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Carlisle, 3 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
Southside Baptist, Stuttgart, 7 p.m.
St. Charles Baptist, St. Charles, 7 p.m.
First Baptist, Malvern, 12:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Mulberry, 3 p.m.
First Southern Baptist, Central City, 
6:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Oppelo, 3 p.m.
First Baptist, Corning, 3 p.m.
Dermott Baptist, Dermott, 6 p.m.
Pickles Gap Baptist, Conway, 6 p.m.
Grand Avenue Baptist, Hot Springs, 3p.m., 
6 p.m.
First Baptist, Paragould, 3 p.m.
Immanuel Baptist, Pine Bluff, 6:30 p.m.

Association
Independence

Liberty
Little Red River

Little River
Mississippi County
Mt. Zion

North Arkansas

North Central
North Pulaski

Northwest Arkansas
Ouachita
Pulaski
Red River

Rocky Bayou

Southwest Arkansas
Tri-County
Trinity

Washington Madison

White River

Date
Oct. 10

Oct. 23
Oct. 17

Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 11

Oct. 10
Sept. 19

Oct. 17
Oct. 10
Oct. 4
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 20
Oct. 24
Oct. 10

Oct. 17

Oct. 17

Place/Time
Sulphur Rock Baptist, Sulphur Rock,  
2:30 p.m.
First Baptist, Cullendale, 4 p.m.
Tumbling Shoals Baptist, Tumbling Shoals,
4 p.m., 7 p.m.
First Baptist, Murfreesboro, 4 p.m.
East Side Baptist, Osceola, 6 p.m.
Needham Baptist, Jonesboro, 2:30 p.m.
Brookland Baptist, Brookland, 6:15 p.m.
Freeman Heights, Berryville, 2:30 p.m.,  
7 p.m.
First Baptist, Clinton, 5 p.m.
North Pulaski Baptist Association building, 
5 p.m. (booths), 6:30 p.m. (meeting begins)
Lakeside Baptist, Rogers, 3 p.m.
Calvary Baptist, Mena, 3 p.m.
Immanuel Baptist, Little Rock, 11:45 a.m.
First Baptist, Prescott, 6:30 p.m.
Anchor Baptist, Brown Springs, 6:30 p.m.
Dolph Baptist, Dolph, 6 p.m.
Franklin Baptist, Franklin, 6:30 p.m.
Cornerstone Baptist, Texarkana, 3 p.m.
Earle Baptist, Earle
Pleasant Hill Baptist, Harrisburg, 3 p.m., 
  7 p.m.
Sang Avenue Baptist, Fayetteville, 
4:30 p.m.
Mtn. Home Baptist, Mtn. Home, 4 p.m.

Helping DR inspires young readers 
TRUMANN – How many books do 
you read in a summer? How many 
books would you read if 
you raised money for di-
saster relief with each one 
you read?

Eight-year-old P. J. 
Clark read 44 books and 
earned $260 in the Sum-
mer Read-A-Thon that 
took place through the 
media center of Maple 
Grove Baptist Church, 
Trumann.

Glenda Anderson, the church’s 
librarian, and the church’s media 
center ministry team organized the 

Summer Read-A-Thon.
Pre-kindergarteners through 

sixth graders were allowed 
to take part in the event. 
Sponsors were asked to 
donate $1 for each book 
read – though some made 
flat contributions. The 
money raised was donat-
ed to the Arkansas Baptist 
Disaster Relief ministry.

P. J.’s grandmother, 
Linda Clark, who attends 

Eastside Baptist Church, Trumann, 
along with P. J., explained that to 
monitor their progress, each child 
had a map of Arkansas counties, 

and for each book they read, they 
placed a sticker on a county that 
had suffered a disaster.

“This helped them be aware of 
what counties were affected by the 
floods, etc.,” said Clark.

Anderson said P. J. and six other 
children raised $386.50 during the 
Summer Read-A-Thon. A check was 
presented Aug. 14 to Ray Oswalt, 
Arkansas Baptist Disaster Relief vol-
unteer. 

“Participating in this event helped 
P.J. become aware of how much of 
the state was affected this year by 
these disasters and how many peo-
ple needed help,” said Clark. “It 

not only gave him a better under-
standing, but the many people he 
told about it because he explained 
it all to them in detail. When he 
put his (stickers) on the counties on 
the map, we discussed what (disas-
ters) each county went through. It 
also made him aware of the Arkan-
sas Baptist Disaster Relief ministry 
and what they do and how they help 
people.”

Anderson said other children 
who participated in the Summer 
Read-A-Thon were Gunner Carter, 
Lucas Mabe, Zoey McGowan, Syd-
ney Pollard, Juliana Shaw and Ol-
ivia Whitlatch.

P. J. Clark

The staff of the Arkansas Baptist News is available to attend your association’s annual meeting. Contact us at jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Carpenter Street Baptist Church, Moberly, Mo., 
seeking a full-time pastor. Church is affiliated 
with Missouri Baptist Convention and adheres to 
2000 Baptist Faith and Message. Send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 501 E. Carpenter St., 
Moberly, MO 65270 or email carpenterstreeet501@
gmail.com.

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Blytheville, Ark., 
is seeking a godly pastor to minister to our church 
and community. Send resumes to Emmanuel Baptist 
Church at 4315 N. County Road 535, Blytheville, AR 
72315, Attn: Pulpit Committee.

Bi-vocational pastor needed: Cass Baptist 
Chapel is a small, loving church needing a pastor 
with a zeal for ministry outreach. Located 14 miles 
north of Ozark on Highway 23, our church ministers 
to a variety of people, including nearby Job Corps 
students. The church has in place a food ministry 
that distributes food to over 100 families every 
quarter. Send resume to Bill Corey, 4229 Wren Loop, 
Ozark, AR 72949 or billyray4229@gmail.com.

First Baptist, Jacksonville, seeking senior 
pastor. Please email digital copy of resume to 
JvilleRocks@gmail.com.

Briarwood Baptist Church, part of the Caroline 
Baptist Association, is in need of a full-time pas-
tor. Please mail your resume to Briarwood Baptist 
Church, Attn: Search Committee, 1872 Willie Ray 
Drive, Cabot, AR 72023, or email to Maria.George@
windstream.com.

East Heights Baptist Church, Tupelo, Miss., is 
seeking a senior pastor who can operate in a 

NEED A CHURCH PIANIST? We have 
piano CDs for churches to sing by. Hymns, praise, 
Christmas. Hundreds of songs! Free demo! Worship 
Service Resources, 1-877-977-6800, www.wsrpi-
anocds.com. Special church pricing.

First Baptist Church is currently accepting resumes 
for the position of church secretary. If you are in-
terested in applying, please drop off your resume at 
1535 W. Collin Raye Dr., DeQueen, AR 71832, or mail 
it to P.O. Box 450, DeQueen, AR 71832.

Three Creeks Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Three Creeks is a growing 
church in a rural community. We are looking for 
God’s man that will lead our youth ministry in dis-
cipleship, outreach and fellowship, with the primary 
task of reaching youth in our community with the 
gospel. Creativity and computer skills are important. 
Parsonage provided in addition to salary. Please send 
email resume to thesparks5@yahoo.com, or mail to 
Three Creeks Baptist Church, 8772 Haynesville Hwy., 
Junction City, AR 71749.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Bismarck, Ark., is 
seeking God’s man to lead our large youth 
ministry. Minimum requirements: married, col-
lege degree completed (seminary degree preferred), 
at least three years full-time experience in an SBC 
church. Please forward resume with photo and 
at least five references to Pastor Jim Agee, Hickory 
Grove Baptist Church, 13364 Highway 84, Bismarck, 
AR 71929.

Bayou Meto Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Ark., is 
accepting resumes for a part-time minister of 
music. Resumes may be sent to bayoumetobaptist@
centurytel.net or Bayou Meto Baptist Church, Attn: 

team approach with pastoral staff. Our total Sunday 
morning attendance is 200-225 with great poten-
tial in the community for growth. Send resume to 
randymccoy@bellsouth.net or Randy McCoy, 290 
Tyler Willis Lane, Tupelo, MS 38804.

England, Ark., First Baptist Church needs a full-
time pastor. Contact Joey Adams, 870-543-0790, 
for information.

Cherry Street Baptist Church is currently seeking a 
pastor. CSBC is located in Clarksville, Ark., a city of 
9,600 residents in Johnson County, where over 19,000 
people reside. We have a loving, Christ-centered con-
gregation and a beautiful sanctuary with a Sunday 
morning attendance of over 40. Our sanctuary ac-
commodates approximately 250. We also have many 
classrooms to accommodate growth. The pastor’s 
salary is $40,000, plus a two-bedroom parsonage 
located next to CSBC. The University of Ozarks and 
downtown Clarksville are three blocks from CSBC. 
Staff includes a part-time secretary, nursery worker 
and custodian. We are praying for a God-called pas-
tor who is willing to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit 
in a variety of possible ministries. Send resumes to 
P.O. Box 378, Clarksville, AR 72830 or dstandri@sud-
denlink.net.

Seeking pastor. Campbellsville Baptist Church 
has long been and is a leading church in the heart of 
central Kentucky. CBC is widely known for its love of 
mission work and mission support, its music minis-
try, youth ministry and its historic relationship with 
Campbellsville University. For more information or 
to submit a resume, please contact Committee Chair 
Ed Pavy at pavyed@yahoo.com, call 270-789-0604 

Music Search Team, 26200 Hwy. 107, Jacksonville, 
AR 72076.

Formosa Baptist Church in Clinton, Ark., is seek-
ing a bi-vocational worship leader or bi-
vocational worship leader/youth leader 
for blended service. Contact Pastor Billy Reece, 501-
253-1204, or email resume to billytreece@hotmail.
com.

Full-time youth and music position. Salary, 
paid insurance and housing. Send resume to bro.
james@cadronridge.org.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a 
part-time or full-time music minister. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, 
AR 72024.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

Bakers Creek Baptist Church, Russellville, wants a 
piano player. Contact dougwhite@centurytel.net, 
479-880-0033 or 479-970-4207.

Graphics coordinator – full-time print/
video/Web person needed at Second Baptist Church, 
Conway. For full job description, contact Rich Nelson, 
worship pastor: 501.327.6565, RichN@2bc.tv, until 
September 30.

CHOLESTEROL IS a soft, waxy 
substance found among fats in the 
bloodstream. It is an important 
part of the human diet because it 
helps the body work properly, but 
if there is too much cholesterol in 
the bloodstream, it sticks to the 
walls of arteries and 
can cause serious 
heart problems. 

As people get 
older, cholesterol 
levels tend to in-
crease. Because 
there are no signs or symptoms of 
high blood cholesterol, it is wise 
to get a blood test to find out cho-
lesterol levels. High cholesterol is 
generally found in people who are 
overweight, eat a lot of fatty foods 
and/or have a family history of 
high cholesterol. 

A person can lower his or her 
cholesterol level by exercising and 
eating foods that are cholesterol-
free or low in cholesterol. Fruits, 
vegetables and whole grains con-
tain no cholesterol and provide 
nutrients to the body. Breads, cere-
als, rice, pastas, grains, beans and 
peas are usually high in starch and 
fiber and low in saturated fat and 
calories. Bakery breads, or sweet 
breads, on the other hand, are 
made with high-fat, high-choles-
terol milk, butter and eggs, which 
are not a good choice for lowering 
cholesterol levels.

When it comes to meat, chick-
en and turkey are relatively low in 
saturated fat and cholesterol, espe-
cially when they are skinless. Most 
fish are also low in saturated fat 
and cholesterol. However, all meat 
contains some amount of satu-

rated fat and choles-
terol, so individuals 
should eat 5 ounces 
or less a day to main-
tain a healthy diet. 

An egg yolk con-
tains more than 200 

grams of dietary cholesterol, so a 
person should consume no more 
than four egg yolks a week, includ-
ing yolks used in baked and pro-
cessed goods. Egg whites, however, 
have no cholesterol, and can be 
substituted for whole eggs in reci-
pes because two egg whites equal 
one whole egg. 

Dairy products are also an es-
sential part of a healthy diet, and 
two to three servings a day are rec-
ommended. Fat-free and 1 percent 
milk, as well as low-fat or nonfat 
yogurt, sour cream, cream cheese, 
cottage cheese, farmer cheese and 
ricotta, are healthy dairy food 
choices. 

Low cholesterol foods are more 
common than you might think, 
so eating with a healthy heart in 
mind can be easy. Make wise diet 
decisions to keep the heart healthy 
longer.

Lower cholesterol choices
Heart-healthy eating

Ayoka Pond
Baptist Memorial 

Health Care

BaPtist heaLth

or mail to 102 Wellington Park, Campbellsville, KY 
42718.
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Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love; give preference 

to one another in honor; not lag-
ging behind in diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the 
Lord; rejoicing in 
hope, persevering 
in tribulation, de-
voted to prayer, 
contributing to 
the needs of the 
saints, practicing 
hospitality” (Rom. 
12:10-13, NASB).

Perhaps the 
least recognized 
responsibility of the Christian 
within the Body of Christ is the per-

sonal application of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit that results in devotion, 
brotherly love, preference, honor, 
diligence, a fervent spirit, service to 

God, hope, per-
severance, prayer, 
contribution and 
hospitality.

These gifts are 
given to every 
believer to ac-
complish minis-
tries within the 
Body of Christ. 
As believers are 
active in various 

ministries, spiritual fruit will be the 
result.

In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul lists 
the basic characteristics of the fruit 
that result in the life of a maturing 
Christian. He writes, “But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faith, 
gentleness, self-control. Against 
such things there is no law.” 

The maturing Christian is recog-
nized by a change in attitudes and 
lifestyle that are from walking in 
Christ.

Paul offers four powerful sugges-
tions in Romans 12:1-2. His sug-
gestions are that Christians do the 
following: 

■ Be a living and holy sacrifice 
that is acceptable to God.

■ Do not conform to the culture 
in which they live.

■ Be transformed by the renewed 
mind in Christ.

■ Prove what the will of God is 
by producing the fruit of the Spirit.

Romans 12:2 says we should not 
be concerned with what others may 
think about choosing to follow God. 
His will is always good, acceptable 
and perfect. Allowing culture to in-
fluence us is an obvious sin against 
holy God.

God simply tells us to love one 
another, live in harmony with one 
another, avoid that which is sinful 
and finally, allow the Lord to avenge 
those who choose to do harm. 

I was studying an Indian language 
in Guatemala. I used pictures to 

help me learn. One of the pictures 
was of snow. I asked my teacher, 
“How do you say this in your lan-
guage?” She had a totally blank look 
on her face, but she did not want to 
disappoint me and tell me she did 
not know. She had never seen snow 
before in her life. She thought for a 
moment and then said, “This is ‘sak 
tew,’ the white cold.” She could not 
name it, only describe it.

The concept of grace is some-
thing like that. It is difficult to de-
fine for someone who has never 
experienced it. 

My grandmother’s name was 
Edna Grace. She was the kind of 
person that I could always depend 
upon for help when I needed it. I 
remember one day getting my pants 
torn in the chain of a bicycle. Mama 
would have given me a spanking for 
being careless. Grandma just took 
them and within several minutes 
had them looking as good as new. 

Grandma did for me what I could 
not do for myself. That is what grace 
is all about. It is like describing 
something you have never seen be-
fore in terms that make sense. Grace 
is the unmerited favor of God, 
something not deserved or earned. 

It is God fixing the torn areas of 
our lives that we are responsible for 
tearing and making them look like 
they never had 
been torn. This 
is justification 
(just as if it had 
never happened). 
Mama never knew 
what I did because 
Grandma fixed 
the pants so they 
looked like new. 
This is sanctifica-
tion.

Paul tells us that Christ demon-
strates His love for us in that He 

died for us while we were yet sin-
ners (Rom. 5:8). He did not tell us 
to get better and then He would do 

so. He did it be-
fore we deserved 
it. Grandma fixed 
my pants because 
she loved me, not 
because I deserved 
it. She saved me 
from a whipping. 
Jesus saves us from 
eternity in hell. I 
surely was happy 

to not get whipped, and we rejoice 
in knowing that dying is just going 
home.

I t was a day unlike any other. I was 
to teach a Sunday school class at a 

new mission church in the southern 
part of Mexico. I was teaching “Ex-
periencing God” by Henry Black-
aby. The lesson was about trusting 
God. It should have been a fairly 
simple lesson to teach. I had done 
it before. It was not the Spanish 
language that was giving me trouble 
that day. Something was troubling 
me, and I knew what it was. I was 
going through one of those crises 
of faith where I was not sure that I 
could trust God. 

I had received a telephone call 
the day before advising me that 

something was about to take place 
that greatly troubled me. I was angry 
with God for allowing it to hap-
pen, and in my anger, I wondered 
if I could trust God. He asked me 
this question, which demanded an 
answer. He said, “Charles, do you 
trust me?” I either did or did not. It 
was then, at that moment, that I de-
clared a firm and confident, “Yes.” I 
went on and taught the lesson, and 
God blessed. 

The circumstances of life did not 
change, but I did. I gave up trying to 
solve this problem for God and let 
Him have control, and years later 
God honored my faith and what 

Satan had done for evil, God made 
into something very good. I saw my 
doubt as part of my growing process 
into discovering 
how good God re-
ally is.  

Abraham never 
doubted. He trust-
ed God before 
he saw what God 
could do. He was 
satisfied in his 
mind that God 
would do what He 
had said He would do (Rom. 4:20-
21).  

Abraham was confident in God’s 

Word and was completely persuad-
ed that God would do what He said 
(Rom. 4:21).  He was strong in his 

faith and gave 
glory to God for 
what God had 
done for him 
(Rom. 4:20).  You, 
too, can have this 
same confidence 
and trust. God 
always keeps His 
Word. Trust in 
Him; receive Him 

today as Lord of your life. You will 
never regret it – never! I know be-
cause that is what I did.

exPLOre the BiBLe

sePtemBer 18, 2011
Charles A. Collins

chaplain 
Baptist Hospital, Little Rock

Scripture passage:
Romans 3:27-4:25

Good news to believe

It’s all about grace

exPLOre the BiBLe

sePtemBer 25, 2011
Charles A. Collins

chaplain 
Baptist Hospital, Little Rock

Scripture passage:
Romans 5:1-21

Bob Williford 
director 

Hope Migrant Mission Center

Scripture passage:
Romans 12:3-21

BiBLe studies FOr LiFe

sePtemBer 18, 2011

His gifts of grace are our responsibility

John was standing with two of his 
disciples. When he saw Jesus pass-

ing by, he said, “Look!  The Lamb 
of God!” (John 
1:35-36)

The voice of 
one crying in the 
wilderness, John 
“The Baptizer,” 
makes three im-
portant state-
ments about the 
Christ:

■ “He is the 
One who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).

■ “He is the Son of God!” (John 
1: 34)

■ “Look! The Lamb of God!” 
(John 1:36)

Jesus baptized with the Holy Spir-
it and believers are 
baptized ‘in’ the 
Holy Spirit. “He 
Himself will bap-
tize you with the 
Holy Spirit and 
fire” (Matt. 3:11). 

“For we were 
all baptized by 
one Spirit into 
one body” (1 Cor. 
12:13). This state-

ment is significant because it says 
all believers are immersed by Christ 
in the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is the Son of God who “was 
established as the powerful Son of 
God by the resurrection from the 
dead according to the Spirit of holi-
ness” (Rom. 1:4).

From John 1, the urgency of 
John’s message is evident when he 
refers to the baptizer as the “voice of 
one crying in the wilderness” (John 
1:23).

The subject of our witness is Jesus 
Christ. “Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures, that He 
was buried, that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scrip-
tures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4).

We must share the gospel mes-
sage with the authority of the Holy 

Spirit (Titus 1:3).
Because we must go and tell the 

world about Jesus, we have these 
things of which to be confident:

■ The urgency of the message 
is evidence of the darkness around 
us. 

■ The subject of the message is 
the resurrected Christ.

■ The authority with which we 
share is the Holy Spirit. 

Proclaiming the gospel is not dif-
ficult, and there are no formulas for 
accomplishing the task. Only the 
command of Christ to go into the 
whole world is necessary, “teaching 
them to observe everything I have 
commanded you” (Matt. 28:20).

Go and tell

Bob Williford
director 

Hope Migrant Mission Center

Scripture passages:
John 1:29, 35-46, 49-51
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These materials are available free of charge to use in promoting giving and 
educating about world hunger:

Children’s collage sheet•	
Bulletin insert/pamphlet entitled “Impact World Hunger”•	
Can cover to collect coins (to copy)•	
Find a Word (Bible search)•	
Hunger Calendars•	
Dramas•	
PowerPoint presentation available online at www.namb.net/hunger •	
(click “other resources”)

Contact the Missions Ministries Team at 1.800.838.2272 or 376.4791, x 5150 to 
order any of these materials. These materials are made possible because of your giving 

to Cooperative Program & Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering. 
Every penny given to So. Baptist World Hunger goes out through our missionaries to 

help feed hungry people around the world. Please give!

October is World Hunger Month.
Please encourage your church to give to the 

Southern Baptist World Hunger Fund.

LITTLE ROCK – If you don’t live 
in Clometrice Henry’s neighbor-
hood, you might not know hunger. 
She does.

“I have even known (children) to 
come to my door and knock. ‘Ms. 
Henry, can I have something to 
eat?’ That’s just how bad it is,” said 
Henry. “I don’t turn them down be-
cause they are just children.”

Little do the children know the 
working mother has trouble feeding 
her own five children. Her youngest, 
Kylee, shares her mother’s generous 
outlook.

“You can’t be greedy about what 
you eat because you have food that 
other people would really want,” 
said Kylee.

Arkansas has a higher percentage 
of people living one meal at a time 
than any other state. The Arkansas 
Hunger Relief Alliance reports one 
in four children are malnourished.

Church there to help
The Henry family is part of the 

statistic. When food gets low at 
home, Henry turns to her church, 
Life Line Baptist Church, Little 
Rock. To her, the church lives up to 
its name. 

“I’ve never been to anywhere 
where they have a really big heart; 

Little Rock’s Life Line Baptist

Church responds to child hunger in Arkansas 

■ Dial encouraged churches that 
want to partner with Life Line’s 
food ministry to contact him by 
emailing office@lifelinebaptist.
org.
■ For more information on the 
Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance, 
visit www.arhungeralliance.org. 

Learn More:

they have a really big heart here,” 
she said.

The church reports its food pan-
try gave food to 363 families in the 
month of July.

Life Line Pastor Jeff Dial 
said the numbers of those 
coming to the pantry were 
up this summer, which he 
attributes to factors like the 
economy and gas prices.

He explained the money 
for this ministry does not 
come out of the church’s 
budget. Members give to 
the food pantry ministry above and 
beyond the budget. 

“I just think that Jesus said, 
‘When you’ve done it unto the least 
of these, my brethren, you’ve done it 
unto Me,’” Dial explained, referring 
to Matthew 25:40. “And we have a 
lot of hungry people, and we want to 
do our best to feed them physically 
and to have the chance to feed them 
spiritually. And we just have a great 
group of volunteers. We couldn’t do 
anything that we do in this church 
without our volunteers, and they 
come faithfully every week.”

Cliffton Galyean has been direct-
ing Life Line’s food pantry for nearly 
15 years. The pantry started nearly 
25 years ago as an expansion of the 

church’s clothing closet.
“We have a system that we talk to 

them about spiritual food, as well 
as the material food, but they have 

a need for both and we try 
to supply both,” said Galy-
ean.

According to the Hunger 
Relief Alliance, demand 
for food banks is soaring, 
but less than 30 percent of 
those who get help from 
food banks receive benefits 
from the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program 

(SNAP), formerly known as food 
stamps.

‘Pride’ an issue
“Some people don’t because of 

pride. They don’t want to feel like 
they can’t make it on their own,” 
said Galyean.

Dr. Patrick Casey, director of the 
Growth and Development Clinic at 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital, said, 
“We believe that families who take 
advantage of these programs, there 
are benefits to their children that 
are measurable.”

He added, “If malnutrition oc-
curs in the first three years of life, it 
increases the chance that the brain 
may be injured, and if the brain is in-

jured, it sets the child up with long-
term developmental problems.”

Casey sees about five underweight 
children a week come into his clinic. 
He said people do not use the pro-
grams because of the red tape.

“Sometimes the application pro-
cess is problematic,” said Casey, re-
ferring to the amount of paperwork 
that is involved.

When the recession hit the Unit-
ed States in 2008, food insecurity 
doubled in the state in one year, he 
said. It hasn’t dropped since.

It’s a statistic Henry feels in her 
refrigerator and young Kylee wants 
to help.

“I want other people to feel like 
I do every day. My mom helps out a 
lot, and she really provides us with 
enough food, so I feel like other 
people should feel the same way,” 
said Kylee.

Dial
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Your Name
Home Phone #                                                      Cell phone # 
Email address 
Your church 
Your address 
City                                                                 State                                   Zip
Check your interest:  ESL              Tutoring           Adult Reading & Writing
Amount of check: 

English as a 
Second Language

Adult Reading 
and Writing

Tutoring Youth 
and Children

Literacy Missions 
Training Workshop

Oct. 28-29, 2011
Baring Cross Baptist Church
7541 Warden Rd., Sherwood, AR

(Hwy 67/167, next door to Kohl’s)

Cost: $20 per person
(includes books, materials, 

dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday)

Registration Deadline: Oct. 14
• Intensive training with certified North 
American Mission Board (NAMB) trainers.
• Must attend entire training to recieve 
NAMB certification.
• Training will begin at 2 p.m., Friday, and 
conclude at 5 p.m. Saturday.
• More than half of the cost of this workshop 
is provided by your gifts to the Cooperative 
Program and the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering.

Complete the registration form below and send with your check, payable 
to ABSC Literacy Conference. Mail to: Oleta Raines, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, 10 Remington Dr., Little Rock AR 72204.

Hold Fast
Senior High Student Retreat

Oct. 14-16
Camp Siloam

Speaker: 
Doug Compton

Band: 
The Shine

To register, go to www.campsiloam.com

Partners in Purpose
Capital Funding Emphasis
Raise Funds for New Construction
or Debt Reduction

 To request a free info packet or a free presentation to church leaders, contact Denny Wright, 
ABSC Leadership and Worship Team, dwright@absc.org or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5114.

Mt. Zion Trinity Baptist Church, Clarksville
Committed 1.9 times last year’s receipts
Last year’s budget receipts: $323,000. 
Committed $625,000 over three years to a new sanctuary
Robby Jackson, pastor, said he was “... surprised by the level of 
commitment. Yes! We would recommend it to other churches.”

Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Bismarck
Committed 1.5 times last year’s receipts
Last year’s budget receipts: $181,000
Committed $269,000 over three years to debt reduction
Jim Agee, pastor, said Partners in Purpose was a “very uplifting and encouraging empha-
sis” and a “blessing to see others commit and step out on faith.”

MENA – I Will Follow You was the 
theme of the Hispanic children’s 
and youth camps held July 25-30 at 
the Ouachita Baptist Association 
Camp in Mena. 

Attendees at the camp were chal-
lenged to follow Christ in their ev-
eryday lives using Mark 8:34, “If any-
one would come after Me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow Me.”

“This year we had close to 170 
in attendance, which included 
children, youth and volunteers,” 
said Manuel Mendoza, camp direc-
tor. “It was an amazing week to see 
how lives were being transformed 
through music, games, testimonies 
and most importantly, the Word of 
God through our guest speaker, Car-
los Sustaita, from Dallas.”

Mendoza added, “God’s presence 
was felt as He touched the lives of 
each individual as each camp ended. 
What’s funny is that, at the begin-
ning of each camp, the kids are kind 
of shy and don’t want to participate 
much, but by the end of camp they 
can’t stop talking or don’t want to 

Hispanic children’s and youth camps 2011

Theme: Yo Te Seguiré – ‘I Will Follow You’

leave until we literally have to tell 
them to leave. … But they’ll be back 
next year.” 

In addition to a small fee, fund-
ing for the camp is provided from 
the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering.

“Churches, as well as individuals, 
don’t realize the impact that they are 
making when they give offerings to 
this ministry, and as a result, eight 
lives made the profession to follow 
Christ and several others rededi-
cated their lives to the Lord,” said 
Mendoza. 

Run with the Son
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
recently held its second annual Run with the 
Son (above), an event held to raise money for 
the church’s orphan ministry, Shepherding 
His Flock. The event consisted of a 5K (five-
kilometer run/walk), a one-mile fun run and 
a 100-yard Tot Trot. Almost 400 people par-
ticipated, and $17,500 was raised through 
registration money and sponsors. The overall 
5K male winner (left) was Alberto Basilio of 
Little Rock, and the overall female winner (not 
pictured) was Angela Singleton of Little Rock.Ph
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Hispanic Children’s Camp (above) and Hispanic 
Youth Camp (above right) took place in July. 


