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Combatting bullying 
takes courage, Baptist 
Prep students told
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Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Most children who witness bullying 
know that it is wrong, according to Paul Coughlin. The 
problem is many of them lack the courage to overcome 
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NCOSE  names ‘Dirty 
Dozen’  sex exploiters

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– The National Center 
on Sexual Exploitation 
(NCOSE) has released its 
2017 Dirty Dozen List of 
companies most respon-
sible for promoting por-
nography and sex crimes 
among adults and chil-
dren in homes, libraries, 
hotels and other places.

Amazon, the Ameri-
can Library Association 
(ALA), Amnesty Inter-
national, Backpage.com, 
Cosmopolitan magazine, 
HBO, Snapchat and You-
Tube are repeats on the 
2017 list, with the ALA 
and Cosmopolitan making 
the list the past five con-
secutive years. Comcast, 
EBSCO Information Ser-
vices, Roku and Twitter 
are newcomers.

“The disturbing truth is 
that many well-established 
brands, companies, and 
organizations in America 
are major perpetrators of 
sexual harm – whether 
that be through pornog-
raphy, prostitution or 
sex trafficking,” NCOSE 
said. “Now, thanks to the 
Dirty Dozen List, we can 
see which well-known en-
tities promote and profit 
from forms of sexual ex-
ploitation. Even better, 
the Dirty Dozen List gives 
individuals the ability to 
make a difference.”

In addition to the Dirty 
Dozen, NCOSE compiles 
a watch list of organiza-
tions that have pledged 
to make changes. That list 
includes the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, Hyatt Ho-
tels and Verizon. NCOSE 
relied on product websites, 
federal and state laws, 
policy statements, news 
articles and other commu-
nications in compiling its 
lists, and it provides on its 
website endsexualexploi-
tation.org direct links and 
resources to advocate for 
change.

View the full list at end-
sexualexploitation.org.

2 Arkansas school boards to cease praying
TWO SCHOOL boards 
in northern Arkansas have 
stopped praying before meet-
ings – at least for the time 
being – following complaints 
from the Freedom From Reli-
gion Foundation of Madison, 
Wis.

The Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette reported March 21 that 
the boards, in Springdale and 
Harrison, are researching the 
legality of the public prayers 
before making a final decision 
on the practice. The Freedom 
From Religion Foundation 
sent a letter to school boards 
in Springdale in late Decem-
ber and Harrison in March 
telling the boards that public 
prayers violated the U.S. Con-
stitution.

“We ask that you immedi-
ately refrain from scheduling 
prayers as part of future school 
board meetings to uphold the 
rights of conscience embodied 
in our First Amendment,” Pat-
rick Elliott, staff attorney for 
the foundation, wrote in both 
letters, the Democrat-Gazette re-
ported.

The Freedom From Reli-
gion Foundation monitors 
issues regarding separation of 
church and state across the na-
tion. The watchdog organiza-
tion sent the letters after com-
plaints were lodged against 
both school boards.

“It is beyond the scope of a 
public school board to sched-
ule or conduct prayer as part 
of its meetings,” Elliott wrote 

in the letters, the Democrat-
Gazette reported. “If the board 
continues to pray, it will sub-
ject the school district to un-
necessary liability and poten-
tial financial strain.”

Elliott wrote that forcing 
people who aren’t religious to 
participate in the prayer ritual 
can be intimidating, coercive 
and even embarrassing, adding 
that public prayers amount to 
a governmental endorsement 
of religion, the newspaper re-
ported.

Jon Burnside, president of 
the Harrison Board of Educa-
tion, brought the issue up at 
the board’s recent meeting. He 
said the board wasn’t going to 
have a prayer that night, and 
he wanted the crowd to know 

why. In Harrison, praying be-
fore school board meetings has 
been a tradition for as long as 
anyone can remember, Burn-
side told the Democrat-Gazette.

Randy Hutchinson, presi-
dent of the Springdale School 
Board, said it stopped having 
the prayers at the end of 2016 
without formally announcing 
the change.

Kendra Clay, staff attorney 
for the Springdale School Dis-
trict, told the Democrat-Gazette 
there has been no U.S. Su-
preme Court decision on the 
legality of public prayers before 
school board meetings. 

Such prayers are legal before 
meetings of legislative boards, 
but not at high school gradua-
tions or football games.

Korean, Anglo and Hispanic churchgoers assemble by their birthdays during a joint 
worship service recently at Open Door Baptist Church in Rogers. R.E. Clark, associa-
tional missionary for Northwest Baptist Association, who preached, asked them to 
reassemble remarking: “Now, it looked like heaven!”

ROGERS – What might be 
described as “a little taste of 
heaven on earth” happens 
every Sunday at Open Door 
Baptist Church in Rogers. 

There, Pastor Jerry Harris 
and the Anglo congregation of 
the church meet concurrently 
with the Open Door Korean 
Baptist Church and with Igle-
sia Bautista Oikos. Every Sun-
day Anglos, Koreans and His-
panics meet under the same 
roof to worship. 

“Once each month 
these three cultur-
ally diverse congrega-
tions meet together 
to celebrate what 
heaven is going to be 
like when every tribe, 
tongue and nation 
come together in the 
presence of our great 
Savior, Jesus!” said 
R.E. Clark, associational mis-
sionary for Northwest Baptist 
Association.

Recently all three congre-
gations came together simul-
taneously for a morning of 
singing and preaching. Pastors 
Jerry Harris of Open Door 
Baptist, Kim Young-Gurl of 
Open Door Korean Baptist 
and Daniel Cerda of Iglesia 
Bautista Oikos organized the 

joint service. Clark preached 
the morning message.

“Each congregation pro-
vided special music in their 
heart languages, and all joined 
in unison as words to songs 
were displayed in English, Ko-
rean and Spanish,” said Clark. 
“It was easy to imagine what 
it would be like one day in 
heaven as multitudes of other 
languages sing in harmony the 
songs of Zion!”

Before Clark began preach-
ing, he noted to the 
congregation how 
much this scene 
looked like heaven – 
except for one small 
matter. The Anglos 
were all seated in one 
section; the Koreans, 
in another, and the 
Hispanics, in yet an-
other. “Not quite like 

heaven after all,” said Clark.
The congregants were then 

asked to stand and were re-
grouped according to the day 
of the month on which each 
head of household was born. 
Everyone reassembled by birth-
day in the center of the sanctu-
ary with Anglos, Koreans and 
Hispanics now thoroughly in-
terspersed in the mix.

“Now, it looked like heav-

en!” said Clark, who preached 
in English while the message 
was translated into Korean 
and then Hispanic. 

“As the message began, the 
translators stumbled over each 
other a bit as they determined 
who was to go first. But then it 
all came together! Like a fine-
tuned three-cycle engine, the 
Word of God was preached 
into the heart language of 
three congregations meeting 
together under one roof and 
in the presence of heaven it-
self! The result: three saved 
and multiple other decisions 
were made while there was joy 
in the presence of the angels! 
The service concluded with 
the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. Representatives from 
each congregation partici-
pated in the distribution of 
the elements and the times of 
prayer,” said Clark.

“It was indeed heaven on 
earth for one day in a church 

that has learned that God is 
not finished with them yet. 
With 10 acres of property and 
a large facility, this congrega-
tion has revitalized themselves, 
not in a traditional way by try-
ing to regrow the Anglo con-
gregation, but by becoming 
what God has always intend-
ed the church to be – a place 
where all who will eventually 
go to heaven can gather now 
and again while still living 
together here on earth,” said 
Clark.

What’s just as amazing, 
Clark said, is that Harris, the 
pastor of Open Door Baptist, 
surrendered to the ministry at 
age 62, following retirement 
from a secular vocation. 

“Now at 70 years young, he 
and his wife Alice are leading 
Open Door Baptist Church 
to a new day of potential in 
reaching the world in and 
from northwest Arkansas,” 
said Clark.

3 congregations
worship together
under one roof

Harris
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NTSB probes church bus,  
truck crash that killed 13

UVALDE, Texas – Inves-
tigators from the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) are seek-
ing the cause of a head-on 
church bus-pickup truck 
crash west of San Antonio 
that killed 13 senior adult 
members of a local South-
ern Baptist church.

The Texas Department 
of Public Safety reported 
the lone bus survivor was 
hospitalized in critical 
condition, and the driver 
of the pickup truck driver 
was in stable condition, 
following the crash.

Twelve bus occupants, 
including the driver, were 
dead at the scene of the 
March 29 crash, DPS Lt. 
Johnny Hernandez told 
KSAT-TV. One bus pas-
senger died later at a San 
Antonio hospital.

The wreck happened 
about 12:30 p.m. on 
U.S. 83, a two-lane high-
way, outside Garner State 
Park in northern Uvalde 
County. The area is about 
75 miles west of San  
Antonio.

Authorities at the 
scene said the cause of 
the crash was not imme-
diately clear. The accident 
occurred about 120 miles 
from First Baptist Church, 
New Braunfels, where the 
church members were re-
turning after a three-day 
retreat at the Alto Frio 
Baptist Encampment in 
Leakey, about 9 miles 
north of where the crash 
happened, according to a 
statement posted on the 
church’s website.

TV coverage of the 
crash’s aftermath showed 
heavy damage to the front 
drivers’ sides of both ve-
hicles where it appeared 
the two had collided. The 
back of the bus was up on 
a guardrail. 

Church officials were 
“ministering to fam-
ily members to help them 
deal with this tragedy,” the 
statement said.

Arkansas natives aim to plant
‘relational church’ in Wyoming

Editor’s Note: The following 
article focuses on church planters 
Chris and Eve Sims, their family, 
and how they are bringing the gos-
pel to lost people in Wyoming. It 
is a part of materials developed by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention for its Every Church Can 
campaign. Chris Sims is the for-
mer pastor of Pilgrims Rest Bap-
tist Church in Batesville.

CASPER, Wyo. – Inside the 
Eastridge Mall in Casper, 
Wyo., nestled among a Chi-
nese restaurant, sporting 
goods store and department 
store, you will find WindCity 
Church. A large front window 
reveals churchgoers pouring 
coffee and enjoying friendly 
banter. A church sign beckons 
others to “follow Jesus where 
you live, work, and play.”

WindCity was planted in 
2014 by Arkansas natives Chris 
and Eve Sims. The start of 
WindCity doubled the num-
ber of evangelical churches in 
the city. That’s right – count-
ing WindCity, there is now a 
grand total of two. 

“There are 80,000 people 
in Casper,” said Sims, “and on 
Easter Sunday, 8,000 people 
were in a church.” The state of 
Wyoming is as much as 94 per-
cent unchurched, according to 
church attendance statistics.

But even among those at-
tending church, few are born-
again believers. Sims estimates 
that about 10 percent of the 
population is Mormon, while 
another 10 percent is Catho-
lic, and 10 to 12 percent con-
sider themselves Christian, 
but mainly by birth. 

“Most ‘Christians’ here 
have the mentality that be-
cause they live in America, 
they are Christian,” Sims said.

Beginnings
Though Sims had lived in 

Wyoming previously and grew 
to love the people and the 
land, the Sims family knew no 
one in the area to help them 
start a church. The only con-
nections they made were the 
ones they built. 

“We started reaching out to 
neighbors and people we met 
at the grocery store,” he said. 
“Our first meeting was at a 

pizza joint.”
The Sims family finally got 

two couples to join, albeit cau-
tiously. One was Mormon; 
and the other, Jehovah’s Wit-
ness. But within 18 months, 
both couples prayed to receive 
Christ and were baptized.

After only 2 1/2 years, the 
group grew and moved from 
meeting in a basement to a 
gymnasium and now a remod-
eled storefront in Casper’s 
only mall. The church aver-
ages 90 on Sunday mornings, 
and it welcomes about 10 new 
guests each week.

Challenging influences
One of the biggest challeng-

es facing the church planters is 
the deep indoctrination of the 
Mormon and Catholic influ-
ences of the area, but Sims has 
found that genuine relation-
ship is the best way to reach 
someone’s heart. 

“The big events, postcard 
marketing, and the ‘build it 
and they will come’ mentality 
doesn’t work here,” he said. 
“They want authentic.”

Sims learned a long time 
ago when a close friend con-
verted to Mormonism that 
you can’t win people with just 
facts. 

“You’ve got to develop a re-
lationship before they will lis-
ten to facts. You can give them 
the truth, but they can’t hear 
the truth because they were 
indoctrinated through a tight 
community.” And he believes 
the way you combat a tight 
community mentality is to 
develop a tight loving Christ-
filled community of truth.

James and Anna found 
new life at WindCity Church. 
Anna grew up in the Mor-
mon church, and James was 
an agnostic. Two years ago, 
the church used Facebook to 
invite local people to a park 
party. Anna responded on-
line but never came to the 
event. She remained Face-
book friends with Sims, how-
ever, and when the park party 
came around the next year, she 
came. Two months later, Anna 
started coming to the church. 
Two months after that, James 
started to attend. Not long 
after that, the whole family 
was baptized.

Since then, James and 
Anna have made connections 
through their own relation-
ships and brought two other 
couples to church with them. 
“It’s a long process that in-
volves a lot of relationship,” 

Sims said. But good things 
come to those who wait.

Making disciples
The mall location of the 

church fits perfectly with Sims’ 
ministry philosophy. It’s in the 
hub of activity where people 
eat and buy their clothes, and 
now spiritual needs can be 
met, as well. Currently, the 
church is open more than half 
of the mall hours, but his goal 
is to have the church open 
whenever the mall is.

“Our most effective tool is 
one-on-one relational connect-
ing,” Sims said. “You can have 
all the events in the world, but 
the people are not coming un-
less they have a relationship 
there.”

That’s why Sims developed 
his discipleship equipping 
center. Because the culture in 
Wyoming is more private and 
individualistic, new converts 
have had some difficulty learn-
ing how to reach out to people 
they don’t know. He teaches 
new believers how to look for 
open garages, recognize people 
they often see at schools and 
grocery stores, and find other 
ways to connect with individu-

See RELATIONAL page 7

Church planter Chris Sims shares with a group of children at WindCity Church, in Casper, Wyo., Sims and his wife, Eve, are seeking 
to share the gospel with lost people in the unique cultural environment found in Wyoming.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Why many want to die ‘doing life their way’
As I read his posts, I ran 

across a couple of disturbing 
entries that got me to think-
ing about why he might live 
the way he does.

In one 
entry he pro-
claimed, “I 
have a daugh-
ter!” after he 
was contacted 

by his daughter – now age 
25 – who had found him and 
was planning a visit.

A second entry recounted 
a message he had delivered 

I enjoy reading travel blogs 
and learning about the 

adventurous folks who author 
them.

Recently, I ran across a blog 
from a fellow 
who has been 
living on the 
road for 40 
years.

He started 
out living out of his vehicle, 
but in recent years he has 
graduated to a small travel 
trailer which he pulls with a 
mid-size pickup truck.

to his “church,” a gathering 
of Unitarian Universalists, 
a group associated with the 
“Free Thinkers” movement. 
Essentially, his message was 
about relationships – illustrat-
ed by rough and smooth rocks 
– and how when put together 
the rough rocks smooth out 
the other rocks. After read-
ing numerous blogs like his, 
I have determined that the 
lives of these self-proclaimed 
“vagabonds” have an element 
of running from someone or 
something – and I believe it 
is God.

A common theme is that 
they want to get away from 
the rat race of daily life, seiz-
ing every moment and living 

every day as if it is their last.
They want to die “doing life 

their way,” with no regrets of 
buying into societal norms of 
modern life.

That all sounds good to 
human ears, except doing life 
“our way” is why man rebelled 
against God in the Garden of 
Eden.

In contrast to pagans who 
meander aimlessly through 
life, as the Church we are 
called to pursue “a more 
excellent way” – lifting and 
strengthening each other for 
the glory of God with our 
gifts, according to 1 Corinthi-
ans 12:27-31 (NASB):

“Now you are Christ’s body, 
and individually members of 

it. And God has appointed 
in the church, first apostles, 
second prophets, third teach-
ers, then miracles, then gifts 
of healings, helps, admin-
istrations, various kinds of 
tongues. All are not apostles, 
are they? All are not prophets, 
are they? All are not teachers, 
are they? All are not workers 
of miracles, are they? All do 
not have gifts of healings, do 
they? All do not speak with 
tongues, do they? All do not 
interpret, do they? But ear-
nestly desire the greater gifts.

And I show you a still more 
excellent way.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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Review
Doug Hibbard

Destiny is the customized 
life calling for which 

God has equipped and or-
dained us, in order to bring 
Him the greatest glory and 
the maximum expansion of 
His kingdom.” 

This is how Tony Evans, pas-
tor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellow-
ship in Dallas, defines destiny 
for his B&H book, “Detours: 
The Unpredict-
able Path to 
Your Destiny.” 
This 16-chapter 
book takes a 
look at how life 
does not turn out like most of 
us plan.

At the outset, it looks like 
this could be just another 
self-help, motivational book. 
And it is motivating; Evans is 
not in favor of slouching your 
way through life! However, as 
Christians, we recognize the 
need for something more than 
just motivational. We need the 
Word of God.

To that end, “Detours” uti-
lizes the life of Joseph to illus-
trate God’s use of life that felt 
unplanned. On this, Evans is 
not plowing new ground; 

many a good sermon has been 
drawn from Joseph’s life to 
highlight how God works 
through the unplanned and 
unwanted situations we find 
ourselves in. Evans takes the 
sequence of Joseph’s struggles 
and uses them to highlight 
each of his points.

How well does it work? Fair-
ly well. None of Evans’ con-

nections be-
tween life and 
the text feel 
too forced. 
Further, he il-
lustrates each 

of his points from current 
situations as well. The book is 
easy to read, and Evans finds 
encouragement for those who 
are struggling along the way.

This book is written in a 
friendly style and will be an 
encouragement to anyone who 
reads it. It should not be read 
as a study on the life of Joseph, 
but rather as a study in normal 
life, using the biblical narrative 
of Joseph as an encouragement 
point for us.

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 
East End Baptist Church in East 
End.

‘Detours’
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Pressing on toward the goal
I have always been more of an academic than an athlete, 

so when Paul speaks of pressing “on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:14, NASB), I tend to envision spiritual goals a little 
differently than he might have. 

Lately, my oldest daughter has been a beautiful example 
of Paul’s “pressing on” statements in Philippians 3. For 
many years, her academic goal was simply to get through 
each assignment and each school week. This year, for the 
first time, she has begun to grasp a more 
long-term view of school. Instead of plug-
ging along week-to-week, she has seen 
semester and year-long goals and has 
worked hard to stay on top of her overall 
school year, even working ahead in some 
areas. 

But, her goals stretch even beyond this 
school year. She sees more clearly than ever what her ef-
forts this year can do to help prepare her for high-school 
graduation, her college aspirations, and her future in 
general. She recognizes that working through her time-
management issues now, while at home, will help her learn 
how to establish good habits and troubleshoot for the fu-
ture when she is on her own. She has learned firsthand the 
rewards of putting effort into daunting tasks like preparing 
for the ACT. She is working on money management, talk-
ing through moral and spiritual issues with my husband 

and me, and working on life skills – even the ones she does 
not enjoy. 

As she matures, her eyes are opening to the realization 
that all of these little things play into a larger goal of daily 
surrender and obedience to Christ, so that He can work 
His will in her life. She still has a long way to go, and she 
knows it! But, she is not afraid to dive in, learn and try 
with the recognition that there is a bigger goal, even if she 
does not understand all of the details of that goal. 

I love the way God incorporates reminders 
and examples into our daily lives, just as He 
did when Paul first penned Philippians and 
wrote about the athlete pressing on. It is so 
profoundly incredible to acknowledge that 
the Lord chooses to glorify Himself through 
the mundanity of my daily life. Even so, I very 
easily get bogged down in that mundanity and 

lose sight of the bigger goal. I get discouraged because I 
forget that my goal is not about checking off today’s to-do 
list. It is about daily obedience for the sake of being found 
in Christ and giving my all for the furtherance of His king-
dom. God has placed my daughter in my life to help me re-
member the importance of pressing on as I watch and help 
her push forward toward her goals. 

How is God reminding you to press on this month?
Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 

End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

W hile no Bible verse spe-
cifically explains godly be-

havior toward immigrants, many 
verses explain godly behavior 
toward people.

Genesis notes that God created 
humanity in His image (1:26-27). 
Because God’s image is retained 
after the Fall (5:1) and after the 
flood (9:6), one can presume that 
humanity still retains the image 
of God today. If every person 
possesses the image of God, then 
people should treat each other as 
equals.

Throughout the rest of the 
Old Testament, God told His 
followers to treat four groups of 
people fairly: widows, orphans, 
the poor and foreigners (Zech. 
7:8-10). Though these groups were 
diverse, they shared a common 
trait: none of them owned land. 
Since it was nearly impossible for 
individuals to succeed financially 
without land, the Israelites were 
called to help them (Lev. 19:9-10). 
They were especially called to love 
foreigners as themselves, for they 
were once foreigners in Egypt 
(Lev. 19:33-34).

 The New Testament differs 
slightly, for one basic reason: the 
Christians were the “outsiders.” 
Few of them had any authority 
within the Roman government, 
for few of them were Roman citi-
zens. Peter reminded them that 
they were “foreigners,” since their 
citizenship was no longer earthly, 
but heavenly. He urged them to 
submit to God, respect those in 
power, and live peaceably among 
everyone (1 Pet. 2:11-17). Paul also 
urged the Church in Rome to 
respect those in authority (Rom. 
13:1-7).

If all humans are made in 
God’s image, there is no “them” 
in God’s vocabulary. There is 
only “us.” Consequently, God 
calls Christians to treat everyone 
equally and fairly, because in 
Christ there is no difference in 
race, status, nationality or gender 
(Gal. 3:28). Christians should see 
everyone as potential followers 
of Jesus.  In so doing, hatred and 
fear soon evaporate, and love for 
all people, including immigrants, 
can begin.

Ken Gore is the chairman of the 
department of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

 How should Christians  
treat immigrants?  

Recovery help for the injured church
I f you have ever hit your thumb with a hammer, 

stubbed your toe on the corner of the bed or slammed 
your finger in a car door, you know that making noises, 
grabbing the injured part of your body and contorting 
your body always helps. Well, it must help because it seems 
to be the natural response. The truth is the natural re-
sponse is not always the most productive response. When 
a child falls off a jungle gym or sustains an injury playing 
sports, snatching the child up in a lov-
ing embrace might actually cause further 
injury.

Churches are sometimes injured too. 
There are times when minor disagree-
ments turn into fights. There are times 
when pastors or church leaders make 
bad decisions or even have moral failures. Tragedy can 
strike a church through natural disaster, sickness or vio-
lence. Self-centered, controlling people in the church can 
also cause seemingly irreparable harm. Often, the most 
natural responses are not the best responses for facilitating 
a healthy recovery. Too often, major injuries to a church 
body set into motion three stages leading to debilitation. 
Those stages are: fracturing (lines of division), fleeing 
(people leaving the church) and preservation (those who 
remain focus inwardly to guard against further injury).

When fracturing occurs, the natural response is for 
people to begin adjoining themselves with those who 
have similar views or positions to their own. This happens 
through unhealthy conversations in hallways, Bible study 
classes, after-church gatherings in restaurants or homes or 
on social media. Scripture warns us about such behavior. 
Gossip and slander are a result of selfishness, godlessness 
and a depraved mind (Rom. 1). When fracturing is evi-
dent, church leaders must be good “first responders” and 
address the issue(s) with representation from every group. 

Often, this is best done in a town hall meeting format. 
But, sometimes it must be done in a closed setting with 
representation from each faction.

When fracturing is not dealt with (and sometimes even 
when it is dealt with), the next stage is fleeing. People leave 
the church, usually in groups. This is truly “dismember-
ment” – loss of a body part – and it is always painful. Like 
physical dismemberments, some are accidental while oth-

ers become necessary for the health or survival 
of the body. But, it is never easy, and it is al-
ways painful. The key is healthy recovery from 
the dismemberment.

Most often, when a church sustains this level 
of injury, the church goes into preservation 
mode. The church turns inward. Joy no longer 

comes from looking to God and looking ahead to the fu-
ture; rather, joy comes from looking inward to one another 
and remembering the great days of the past. If a church 
stays in preservation mode very long, it will likely remain 
there until it is broken again. A church recovers best while 
engaging in the mission of the church, summed up in the 
words of Jesus Christ through the Great Commandment, 
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as your-
self’” (Mark 12:30, 31, NIV); and the Great Commission, 
“…make disciples of all nations…” (Matt. 28:19, NIV). 

If a church heals while focusing inwardly, the long-term 
focus of that church will be inward. If a church heals while 
looking upward and outward, the long-term focus of the 
church will be likewise set. Therefore, let’s press forward 
loving Him, loving others and making disciples – glorify-
ing Him.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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S everal students and 
faculty members from 

the Pruet School of Chris-
tian Studies at Ouachita 
Baptist University have 
been making frequent use 
of their passports in the 
past year, underscoring 
the strong emphasis that 
Ouachita places on interna-
tional mis-
sions. 

For ex-
ample, 10 
Ouachita 
missions ma-
jors spent an entire semes-
ter overseas participating 
in the Hands-On program 
with the Southern Baptist 
International Mission 
Board (IMB), earning col-
lege credit for their missions 
study and work on location. 
Working in the countries 
of Chile, Mexico, Romania, 
Russia, Senegal, Turkey and 
several countries in South 
Asia, these students gained 
valuable training that will 
help prepare them for a life-
time of missions work. 

One of our seniors, bibli-
cal languages major Libby 
Hilliard, spent the fall 2016 
semester at Hebrew Univer-
sity in Jerusalem. Although 

busy studying modern He-
brew and Arabic, she still was 
able to visit many of the spec-
tacular biblical sites in Israel.        

Several Christian Studies 
faculty members also have 
been abroad during the past 
year. Bill Viser, a 10-year 
IMB veteran and professor 
of Christian ministries, led a 

student mis-
sion trip to 
Romania last 
May, and then 
later spoke at 
a conference 

in Jerusalem. Ray Franklin, 
a 23-year IMB veteran and 
professor of missions, spent 
time last summer teaching 
in Tokyo, Japan. He and Jim 
Files, associate professor of 
accounting and finance, will 
lead a student mission trip to 
South Asia this summer.  

Barbara Pemberton, pro-
fessor of missions, has been 
invited to make an academic 
presentation at a conference 
in Jerusalem this summer. 
Joey Dodson, associate pro-
fessor of biblical studies, was 
invited to make an academic 
presentation at the University 
of Durham in England, after 
which he traveled to Bucha-
rest, Hungary, to teach church 

leaders. Scott Duvall, pro-
fessor of biblical studies, 
taught hermeneutics (how 
to study and interpret the 
Bible) to Christian leaders 
in Asia last summer. He 
and I will teach hermeneu-
tics to church leaders in Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa, 
this summer. 

Several of Ouachita’s 
Christian Studies faculty 
have seen their writing min-
istries make an impact over-
seas through translations. A 
Ouachita alumnus serving 
overseas recently shared 
how he has been using 
the Chinese translation of 
“Grasping God’s Word” 
effectively for a number 
of years to train pastors. 
Likewise, books I have had 
the opportunity to author 
along with works by Terry 
Carter, Duvall and Marvin 
Pate have been translated 
into Afrikaans, Chinese, 
German, Korean, Portu-
guese and Spanish. We are 
humbled to see those books 
being used to help edify the 
church worldwide. 

Danny Hays is dean of 
the Pruet School of Christian 
Studies at Ouachita Baptist 
University.

Ouachita’s Pruet School  
makes overseas impact

Ouachita Baptist
Danny Hays 

Letters to the Editor

‘Conscience of the SBC?’

I believe Russell Moore’s 
heart is in the right place re-
garding Muslim mosques. As 
Christians, we should follow 
Christ’s admonition to “love 
our enemies and do good to 
those who despitefully use us.” 
We don’t want our govern-
ment to limit our right to wor-
ship as we choose. However, 
Islam is an ideology, with the 
goal to conquer the world and 
destroy infidels. That includes 
a lot of Americans. Those 
who adhere to Islam, whether 
overtly or passively, are a part 
of that mission. The mosques 
are used to recruit and prepare 

arkansasbaptist.org/columns
Read more viewpoints online at

adherents for the “mission.”
Yes, the answer to Islam is 

not government power, but 
the power of Christ to bring 
new birth. Yet this has been 
true in the past when many 
have fought and died to keep 
America free. Are Christians 
prepared to live in an Islamic 
country where we and our 
children and grandchildren 
will have to deny Christ or die 
a horrible death? Have those 
who fought and died for free-
dom, died in vain, as we fall 
prey to a devious new form of 
war?

 
Jean Lunsford
Russellville

Do not repeal the  
Affordable Care Act

The congressional Republi-
can health care plan will be a 
disaster for working families. 
Their plan will take healthcare 
away from 24 million people 
across the country and impose 
painful taxes on working peo-
ple. 

Budget experts predict that 
out-of-pocket expenses will sky-
rocket because companies will 
shift prices to their employees. 
That means thousands of dol-
lars less in the pockets of work-
ing people.

The proposed cuts to Med-
icaid will wreck our state bud-
get and hurt people in our 
community who already are 
struggling to make ends meet. 
Their plan weakens Medicare. 
It takes three years off the life 
of the Medicare hospital fund 

in order to give a huge tax 
break just to people earning 
more than $200,000 a year. 
Their plan does nothing to 
deal with skyrocketing prices 
for medical care and prescrip-
tion drugs.

The people cutting Amer-
ica’s healthcare under the 
banner of reform have never 
had to worry about care for 
themselves or their families. 
CEOs, billionaires and right-
wing politicians get the best 
care because cost isn’t a factor 
for them. 

The rest of us don’t have 
that luxury. Congress should 
focus on expanding coverage 
for more working people, not 
putting high-quality care out 
of reach. 

Charles Elliott 
Oden

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

Whom do you trust?
I n a poll conducted by the 

Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs and 
the American Press Institute, 
more than 2,000 respondents 
were surveyed and asked how 
they viewed the news media 
in America today. Not surpris-
ingly, only 6 percent of people 
indicated they placed a lot of 
confidence in the mainstream 
news media. Count me in 
that remaining 94 percent 
who don’t.

The dramatic drop in con-
fidence in the 
media has to 
do with percep-
tions of inac-
curate report-
ing, a lack of 
balance and 
fairness, and outright bias 
and slanted coverage. There 
is a fairly pervasive and widely 
held consensus today that, for 
the most part, the mainstream 
media (entertainment as well 
as news) lean left – often far 
left – and the coverage reflects 
that.  

Take for example some of 
the labels that are used. The 
media call pro-abortion, “pro-
choice,” not “anti-life,” and 
the media call pro-life, “anti-
abortion.” A supporter of 
same-sex marriage is a propo-
nent of equal civil rights, while 
one who defends traditional 
marriage is being discrimina-
tory and is called a “homo-
phobe,” “bigot” or “hater.” To 
favor unconstitutional, con-
fiscatory gun control is to be 
responsible and sensible, but 
to defend the Second Amend-
ment as a fundamental right 
makes one “unhinged” and a 
“gun nut.” I could go on with 
how the news and entertain-
ment media show their bias, 
but you get the point, I’m sure.

There is yet one place where 
we can place our entire faith 
and trust as a source of un-
adulterated, unchanging, ab-
solute, unbiased and immu-
table truth. Yes, I am speaking 
of God’s Word – the eternal, 
inerrant, fail-safe, life-chang-
ing and life-affirming Word of 
God.

“Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (John 8:32, NIV). 

The Scriptures are liberating, 
freeing us from the bonds of 
sin, filth and degradation. “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuk-
ing, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the ser-
vant of God may be thorough-
ly equipped for every good 
work” (2 Tim. 3:16, NIV). We 
can trust the Scripture, plac-
ing our very lives and eternal 
futures in the hope and assur-
ance it provides, knowing that 
every word on every page of 

the Bible mer-
its that kind 
of reliance.

What I 
view, hear or 
read in the 
news and en-

tertainment media may or may 
not be trustworthy.  I have to 
weigh many factors, see or hear 
other accounts, and use com-
mon sense and prior knowl-
edge in judging the veracity of 
so-called “news.” 

However, when it comes 
to God’s Word, I need not 
measure it, contrast it with 
anything else, get second or 
third opinions, or try to read 
between the lines. If God says 
it, then it is so.  In three words, 
“That settles it.”

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council. Visit arfaith.org online 
or email Page at llp@arfaith.org 
for more information. 



www.arkansasbaptist.org 7   

continued from page one

BULLYING
fears and act on their con-
science.

Speaking to third through 
sixth grade students March 15 
at Baptist Prep’s lower school 
campus in Little Rock, Cough-
lin, founder and president of 
The Protectors, an anti-bully-
ing organization based in Or-
egon, talked about the harsh 
reality of bullying and the role 
fellow students can play in 
stopping it.

Coughlin began by shar-
ing his personal experience as 
both someone who was the vic-
tim of bullying and someone 
who bullied others.

Born in Pasadena, Calif., 
to Irish immigrants, Coughlin 
said that he was picked on and 
mistreated by fellow students 
as a boy due to his red hair, ac-
cent and shabby clothing. 

His mother, who suffered 
from mental illness, also bul-
lied him, and he subsequently 
did not have a strong sense 
of support and direction as a 
child.

“I had a kid named Chris 
who sat across from me. … 
Chris didn’t like me. Chris 
had money. He came from a 
family of money and would say 
things like, ‘No one likes you. 
Everybody hates you. Why 
don’t you just go home and 
kill yourself?’” said Coughlin. 
“One time he took a pencil. 
… He threw it at me and hit 
me in the chest. … I still have 
a little bit of shrapnel in my 
sternum from it.”

“I bring all that up to say 
that I know what it’s like to be 
bullied at your age,” he said. “I 
know what it’s like to go home 
and feel awful. I know what it’s 
like to hate yourself because of 
what other people said about 
you.”

While occasional hurt feel-
ings don’t negatively affect 
children psychologically or 
spiritually, Coughlin said, bul-
lying occurs when there is an 
“ongoing campaign of cruelty.”

While he stood up to bul-
lies as a child, Coughlin said 
that he also took part in bully-
ing a fellow classmate when he 
was in sixth grade. The girl’s 
name was Tammy, and she had 
a lightning bolt-shaped scar on 
her forehead, the result of a 
brain surgery.

Following the crowd, 
Coughlin joined in with 
others who jokingly called 
Tammy, “Shazam,” a reference 

to the 1970s TV show of the 
same name, which featured a 
lightning bolt in its logo.

“One day I thought, ‘I can 
get her too.’ And I called her 
Shazam before school began,” 
said Coughlin. “It was a bright 
sunny day in southern Califor-
nia. I called her Shazam and 
she looked at me and said, 
‘You too, Paul?’”

“It is one of the worst things 
I ever did, and I wish that I 
could take it back,” he said.

According to stopbullying.
gov, between 25 and 33 per-
cent of U.S. students report 
being bullied at school, with 
the highest rates of reported 
bullying occurring in middle 
school. 

“By this time of year in 
a school there is going to be 
bullying. Technically wher-
ever 14 or more kids are gath-
ered, there can be a bully,” 
said Coughlin. “Chances are 
in this room we have four or 
five.”

“This is a great day if you’ve 
been a target of bullying. This 
is a great day if you’ve been wit-
nessing bullying and want to 
help but you don’t know how. 
And if you are person that bul-
lies … we are going to give you 
a reset button,” said Cough-
lin. “We are going to give you 
an opportunity to change the 
script in your life.”

Serial bullying does not just 
negatively affect the lives of vic-
tims, according to Coughlin. 
It also has incredibly negative 
consequences on the bully’s 
relationships later in life.

“You (bullies) are far more 
likely to commit a felony by 
your early 20s, after you gradu-
ate from high school. You are 
far more likely to abuse your 
future spouse and future chil-
dren,” said Coughlin.

The classic 1939 movie, 
“The Wizard of Oz,” high-
lights the “three fundamen-
tal human capacities,” said 
Coughlin.

In the film the scarecrow de-
sires a brain; the tin man de-
sires a heart, and the cowardly 
lion desires courage. Courage 
is the capacity that enables 
children to stand up against 
bullying, said Coughlin.

“If a person went out of 
their way, on a regular basis, 
to make another person’s life 
miserable… does that person 
have the Holy Spirit in them?” 
Coughlin asked those in at-
tendance. “When we witness 
someone getting bullied over 
and over and over and we do 
nothing about that, do we 
have the Holy Spirit? … It’s a 

question we need to ask.”
The Protectors organization 

calls students to become pro-
tectors of their peers. Bullies 
listen when their peers 
stand up and call them to 
stop, according to Cough-
lin.

“What really stops 
bullying is positive peer 
pressure through by-
stander intervention. If 
we really want to win the 
war against bullying, we 
need to expect our child 
to intervene in one of 
three ways: assertive but 
non-violent words and ac-
tions to help the target; 
report, not tattle, to au-
thority what they saw and 
heard; and comfort the 
target afterward,” Coughlin  
told the Arkansas Baptist  
News. 

“Every child can do one of 
these three things, but they 
need their parents and related 

guardians to expect them to do 
it,” he said.

Curtis Arnold, a Baptist 
Prep parent who helped or-

ganize Coughlin’s March 15 
visit, was in the audience dur-
ing the anti-bullying presenta-
tion.

“I was blown away by how 
the kids responded to Paul’s 

Paul Coughlin, founder and president of The Protectors, 
an anti-bullying organization based in Oregon, calls 
students to courageously stand up to bullying during 
a March 15 presentation at Baptist Prep in Little Rock.

(Coughlin) message. See-
ing kids stand up in front of 
their peers and apologize for 
unkindness was truly inspira-

tional – and it created 
an amazing domino ef-
fect of unity that I have 
rarely witnessed. Several 
parents were crying or on 
the verge of tears!” said 
Arnold.

“Paul noted that the 
response of our kids was 
rare. It’s not that our 
school has a huge issue 
with bullying, but rath-
er we want to create a 
‘Chick-fil-A type culture’ 
at our school that fosters 
kindness and empathy,” 
he said. 

“As Christian parents, 
I feel we shouldn’t just settle 
for typical anti-bullying cam-
paigns. We are called to do 
more,” said Arnold.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Atchison

Former Ark. DOM Atchison dies
ROGERS – Joseph (Joe) War-
ren Atchison, 89, formerly 
of Rogers, died March 20 in 
Franklin, Tenn. 

Atchison served as direc-
tor of missions for Northwest 
Arkansas Baptist As-
sociation (formerly 
Benton County Bap-
tist Association) in 
Bentonville from 
1981-1995.  

He also served as 
a trustee for the In-
ternational Mission 
Board of the South-
ern Baptist Conven-
tion and was trustee chairman 
of the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission for eight 
years.

Atchison’s official obituary 
read, in part: “Atchison leaves 

a rich legacy as an engaging 
Bible teacher and effective 
soul-winner; and poured his 
life into protecting the iner-
rancy of Scripture as an active 
leader in the conservative re-

surgence of the SBC.” 
Atchison received 

a bachelor of science 
degree in business 
from Texas A&M and 
bachelor and master 
of divinity degrees 
from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary (SWBTS) 
in Fort Worth, Texas.

While in seminary at 
SWBTS, Atchison served 
churches in Marble Falls and 
Sweetwater, Texas. He also pas-
tored churches in Texas and 
Arizona, as well as South Side 

Baptist Church in Pine Bluff. 
Atchison enlisted in the 

U.S. Navy, serving in WWII 
and also was an Army com-
mander during the Korean 
War.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 55 years, Bettye 
Jane.

He is survived by three chil-
dren, eight grandchildren, two 
great-grandsons and a brother. 

His son-in-law, Geoff 
Hammond, is the former as-
sociational missionary for 
Washington-Madison Baptist 
Association in Fayetteville and 
president of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) in 
Alpharetta, Ga. 

A memorial service was held 
March 23 at Cross Church at 
Pinnacle Hills in Rogers.

continued from page 3
RELATIONAL
als in their spheres of influ-
ence.

“People are not as standoff-
ish as you might think,” Sims 
says. “They want authentic re-
lationships, and they are seek-
ing it.”

Pray for WindCity
Although Wyoming is in 

America, it’s in desperate need 
of Christ, and the people are 
hungry for a real relationship 
with Jesus. Sims asks churches 
to pray for their ministry, par-

ticularly that individuals from 
the area would be equipped to 
reach out and that they would 
have the resources to provide 
for hungry believers who want 
to follow Jesus where they live, 
work and play.

But Sims is also looking 
for Christian people across 
the country who would make 
a commitment and be will-
ing to come to Wyoming to 
help him start more churches. 
WindCity has already planted 
two churches in the area – 
one on a college campus and 
one in a senior living facility 
– and another near Yellow-
stone where there are no other 

evangelical churches. Sims has 
started a church planting net-
work called Forever West to 
find, equip, send and support 
church planters to this region. 

This is just the beginning 
for WindCity Church, which 
hopes to continue planting 
churches all over the state. 
What started in a basement 
is already reaching dozens of 
people just two-and-a-half years 
later. The people are ready for 
a spiritual revival, and Sims is 
poised to start the fire.

Please pray for the Sims 
family and their work in Wyo-
ming and how you can be a 
part of God’s work there.
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Southern Baptists mark CP Sunday April 9
Editor’s Note: Cooperative Pro-

gram (CP) Sunday is designated 
as April 9 on the Southern Bap-
tist Convention calendar. This ar-
ticle includes information about 
CP and how churches can give 
through CP. The source of infor-
mation for this article is from the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and Woman’s Missionary 
Union.   

THE COOPERATIVE Pro-
gram (CP) is Southern Bap-
tists’ unified plan of giving 
through which cooperating 
Southern Baptist churches 
give a percentage of their un-
designated receipts in sup-
port of Arkansas Baptist and 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) missions 
and ministries. 
When Arkansas 
Baptists give to 
their churches, 
the churches give 
a portion of that 
gift to missions 
through the CP. Those CP 
funds are invested in Arkan-
sas missions as well as national 
and global missions.

The CP helps fund mis-
sions in Arkansas, including 
Arkansas Baptist agencies, di-
saster relief and church plant-
ing. The CP also helps fund 
U.S. and worldwide missions 
efforts through SBC entities 
such as the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) and 
International Mission Board 
(IMB), as well as supports 
theological education through 
the SBC seminaries and pro-
motes biblical values through 
the Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission. 

The CP is the most effi-
cient and effective method 
for churches to make a wide 
global impact for the gospel, 
and it all begins with Arkansas 
Baptists giving to their local 
churches.

In 2016, Arkansas Baptist 
churches gave $21 million to 
cooperative missions through 
the CP – giving which was the 
highest ever in the state’s his-
tory.

In addition to the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Executive Board, 
Arkansas Baptist agencies 
and institutions that benefit 
from your church’s CP giv-
ing are the Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Home and Family 
Ministries, the Arkansas Bap-

tist Foundation, the Arkansas 
Baptist News, Camp Siloam, 
Ouachita Baptist University 
and Williams Baptist College. 
Other state ministries benefit-
ting by CP giving include Ar-
kansas Baptist disaster relief 
and church planting efforts in 
the state.

CP promotional ideas
While the CP is the foun-

dational means of supporting 
Southern Baptist work in each 
state, nationally and around 
the world, it can become a 
“faceless” offering if not pro-
moted in the local church. 
That’s why the SBC has set 
aside a Sunday each April to 
promote giving through the 

CP.
The ABSC 

offers excel-
lent resourc-
es to assist 
your church 
in promot-
ing CP giv-

ing through its CP Share 
promotional emphasis. The 
CP Share website (absc.org/
promotional-campaigns/cp-
share) includes articles, videos 
and other resources.

To promote the CP, ABSC 
encourages churches to con-
sider using a CP Share video 
in the following ways: 1) Use 
as a sermon illustration, 2) 
Show during the offering, 3) 
Show to the finance/steward-
ship committee, 4) Show to 
your missions pastor, commit-
tee or team and 5) Share on 
your church’s social media.

In addition to resources 
from the ABSC, the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee has down-
loadable resources available 
for churches at sbc.net/cp/
resources.

WMU CP resources
The Woman’s Missionary 

Union (WMU) offers some 
helpful ideas to churches seek-
ing to promote the CP among 
their members.

– Obtain CP bulletin in-
serts or brochures from your 
state convention office.

– Enlist the pastor or anoth-
er leader to call attention to 
the bulletin insert during the 
worship service, explaining 
what the CP is and why the 
church gives through it.

– Highlight information 
about your church budget and 
the amount your church gives. 

If your church gives a percent-
age of undesignated receipts, 
identify that percentage.

Encourage your church to 
give at least 10 percent of un-
designated receipts through 
the CP. Call attention to both 
personal and corporate tith-
ing.

– For the children’s sermon, 
have a special CP lesson for 
children. Explain how church-
es working together can do 
more in missions. Do an ob-
ject lesson using play money.

– Show a CP video from the 
state convention or the SBC.

– Consider enlisting a spe-
cial CP speaker from your state 

convention. Ask the speaker to 
explain how the CP came to be 
and how it works to support 
missions.

– Ask your state convention 
to provide a cumulative report 
of your church’s CP giving. 
This may date from the time 
your church started or when 
the CP began in 1925. Cel-
ebrate the total given to date 
by your church through the 
CP. Highlight missions work 
made possible because of your 
CP giving.

– Find out the amount of 
CP funds used in your state 
and the amount forwarded 
to the SBC. Emphasize im-

A number of excellent resources to assist churches in promoting the Cooperative Program (CP) exist, such as resources from the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention (above), on lostness, through its recent Every Church Can campaign and CP Share resources. 
Additionally, the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee and the Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) offer helpful 
resources and tips for promoting giving through the CP.

portant work done in your 
state through the CP as well 
as ministries supported at the 
national level.

The CP is a unique plan 
for supporting all our work as 
Southern Baptists. Percentage 
giving allows churches of all 
sizes to have a part in every-
thing Southern Baptists do. 

It is important not to skip 
the annual CP emphasis be-
cause there are always people 
who do not know about our 
plan of mission support. 

And anything as important 
as the eternal impact of the CP 
is worth celebrating each and 
every year.
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OBU trustees review strategic plan process

Jeffers Allison

ARKADELPHIA – Helping 
prepare Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity for future growth and 
impact, university trustees 
reviewed an interim report 
addressing Ouachita’s new 
five-year strategic plan during 
their quarterly board meeting 
March 9.

The 26-page interim report, 
presented by Ouachita Presi-
dent Ben Sells on behalf of the 
University Planning Commit-
tee, summarized work done 
by the committee over the 
past several months in prepa-
ration for a full report to be 
presented later this year. The 
new strategic plan will succeed 
Ouachita’s previous five-year 
strategic plan, “Fostering Fore-
sight and Faithfulness,” which 
was adopted in 2012.

“The Ouachita mission, 
when considered in the light 
of the needs and hopes of this 
nation and world, is more 
relevant than ever before,” 
the interim report said. “We 
can imagine, Lord willing, 

graduating greater numbers 
of Ouachitonians who have 
been anchored in the context 
of our Christ-centered iden-
tity: attracted by graduate and 
other innovative programs; 
supported by commit-
ted faculty and staff; 
strengthened by part-
nerships with alumni 
and friends; and 
transformed by their 
learning experiences 
to serve the purposes 
of God in their gen-
eration through their 
families, churches, 
communities and ca-
reers across the country and 
around the world.”

Trustees spent time evalu-
ating proposed strategic di-
rections for the university in 
preparation for ongoing work 
by the Planning Committee 
and others to finalize the pro-
posal.

In a related report, Debo-
rah Root, Ouachita’s assess-
ment coordinator, shared an 

update on Ouachita’s upcom-
ing accreditation review by 
the Higher Learning Commis-
sion. Criteria for accreditation 
include a focus on the univer-
sity’s mission, ethical conduct, 

quality educa-
tion, student 
learning and 
institutional 
r e s o u r c e s , 
structures and 
processes.

Ouachita, 
which was re-
accredited in 
2011 by the 

Higher Learning Commission, 
was first accredited in 1927. 
Ouachita has held continuous 
academic accreditation since 
1952.

Keldon Henley, vice presi-
dent for institutional advance-
ment, reported that current 
enrollment trends continue 
to look positive for the fall 
2017 semester. He said recent 
initiatives include hosting a 
President’s Leadership Forum 

for high school seniors, devel-
opment of the Discover pro-
gram for prospective students 
undecided about their future 
majors and a strategic search 
initiative aimed at identify-

ing and interacting 
with prospective stu-
dents interested in a 
private, liberal arts 
university such as 
Ouachita.

In a series of 
personnel-related ac-
tions, trustees grant-
ed emeritus status to 
Joe Jeffers, professor 
emeritus of chem-

istry; Julia Jones, assistant 
professor emerita of Spanish, 
and Charolette Allison, execu-
tive secretary to the president 
emerita.

Allison, a former Ouachi-
ta student, has served in the 
president’s office since 1986, 
working in the administrations 
of Daniel Grant, Ben Elrod, 
Rex Horne, Charles Wright 
and Sells. 

Sells announced that Tracey 
Knight will succeed Allison as 
executive assistant to the presi-
dent effective June 1. Knight, a 
former Ouachita student, has 
served since 2000 as adminis-
trative assistant for the Pruet 
School of Christian Studies.

Jackson Guerra was ap-
proved as strength and con-
ditioning assistant football 
coach. Guerra, a 2013 Ouachi-
ta graduate, previously was a 
teacher and coach at Mount 
Ida High School.

In other personnel actions, 
trustees approved several pro-
motion, tenure and sabbatical 
recommendations.

Promotions were granted 
to David Caddell, professor of 
sociology; Scott Jackson, pro-
fessor of Christian ministries; 
Douglas Nykolaishen, profes-
sor of biblical studies; Kathy 
Collins, associate professor of 
education; Elizabeth Kelly, as-
sociate professor of sociology, 
and Julia Jones, assistant pro-
fessor of Spanish.
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CP MISSIONS CELEBRATION DAY – Keldon Henley, vice president for institu-
tional advancement at Ouachita Baptist University, sings "How Great Thou Art" dur-
ing Cooperative Program Missions Celebration Day at First Baptist Church, Norphlet, 
Feb. 26. Representatives of the Arkansas Baptist News, Williams Baptist College, 
ABCHomes, Camp Siloam and Ouachita Baptist spoke during the event. Henley grew 
up in the church. Doug Willis is pastor of FBC, Norphlet.

Steve McCarley joins ABCHomes

McCarley

LITTLE ROCK – Steve McCa-
rley has been named financial 
administrator for the Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes). He 
replaces Bill Easterly 
who resigned in De-
cember.

In this role, Mc-
Carley will be re-
sponsible for general 
accounting (payable 
accounts, receivable 
accounts and dona-
tions), payroll, personnel 
records, insurance and retire-
ment enrollment. He will as-
sist the executive director in 
preparing an annual budget, 

as well as work with indepen-
dent auditors during the an-
nual audit.

McCarley, 54, brings a 
wealth of account-
ing experience with 
him to ABCHomes, 
said David Perry, AB-
CHomes executive 
director. 

“Every year, over-
seeing the financial 
issues of ABCHomes 
becomes more com-
plex as the agency 

grows and finance regulations 
escalate. Steve brings the expe-
rience and skills to meet these 
challenges,” he said. 

McCarley said he is hon-

ored to be a part of AB-
CHomes’ ministry. 

“Having been in public ac-
counting for the past 18 years, 
I was ready to do something 
different, and then I was 
blessed with this opportunity 
to work with the good people 
of ABCHomes,” said McCar-
ley. 

“Working for a non-profit 
had been a prayer of mine for 
the last two years.”

He and his wife, Laura, have 
two adult children, Jessica and 
Matthew. His wife serves on 
staff of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation. They are mem-
bers of The Church at Rock 
Creek of Little Rock.

LITTLE ROCK – The Ar-
kansas Master’Singers Memo-
rial Scholarship, established 
in memory of deceased mem-
bers, is awarded annually and 
designed to support a student 
who is preparing for vocation-
al ministry through music.

Funds for the $1,000 schol-
arship, renewable for up to 
three additional successive 
academic years, are received in 
the form of memorial gifts and 
freewill offerings given at con-
certs of worship presented an-
nually by the Master’Singers. 

Scholarship application 

forms and information for 
the 2017-18 academic year 
are available now at absc.org/
music scholarship and arkan-
sasmastersingers.com. 

Scholarship applications 
and required supporting doc-
uments must be received by 
June 10, 2017.

Arkansas Master’Singers is 
a chorus ensemble made up of 
Baptist music ministers, and 
music minister spouses, from 
across the state. 

Master’Singers is a coopera-
tive ministry of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

Master’Singers Scholarship
applications now being taken
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Church life

On the move
Adam McCampbell is 

serving as minister of youth 
and outreach at First Baptist 
Church in Pine Bluff. 

Tom Coker is serving as pas-
tor of Hagler Baptist Church 
in Stuttgart.

Patterson

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Hardin Baptist Church in 
White Hall will hold revival 
services May 5-7, with evange-
list Alan Brock.

Is your church looking for a staff member? Place your classified here! Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads to use our easy online form!

ville, AR 72830.
Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 

looking for a senior pastor. Please send 
resume and references to Spradling Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 3515 North 
50th Street, Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of Maynard,  
AR, seeking full-time pastor. Please send 
resume including references to: Dennis Barber 
486 Thompson Road, Maynard, AR 72444.

Cocklebur Baptist Church, Ward, AR is 
prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Parsonage is available. Accepting resumes 
through April 30, 2017. Email resume to  
PastorresumeCBC@gmail.com or mail to 4138 
Cocklebur Rd, Ward, AR 72176.

The Otter Creek Community Church is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time minister 
of music. Accepting resumes through April 
30, 2017. Submit resume to: info@theocchurch.
com Attention: Music Search Committee.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking for 
a part-time children’s director for our 
growing GROVE KIDZ MINISTRY. E-mail your 

C l a s s i f i e d s

Central Baptist Church, Bald Knob, AR is 
searching for a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to P.O. Box 226 Bald Knob, AR. 72010 AT-
TENTION: Belinda Cooley.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Second Baptist Church, Russellville, AR, is 
prayerfully seeking a senior pastor. Accept-
ing resumes through April 30, 2017. Email re-
sume to: pastorsearch@sbcr.org.

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029, or email 
resumes to jrbreynolds@gmail.com.

Trinity Baptist Church of Idabel, OK, is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time senior pastor. 
Please send resumes to andrewr@tbcidabel.
com or 2805 E. Washington, Idabel, OK 74745.

Woodland Baptist Church, a small rural 
Southern Baptist church, in Clarksville, Arkan-
sas, seeks a full-time pastor. Accepting 
resumes through April 30, 2017. Send resume 
and references to Pastor Search Committee, 
Woodland Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1009, Clarks-

resume to ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org.
Mountain View FBC is seeking full-time 

music and worship minister to lead 
blended music service, comfortable with a vari-
ety of music styles, choral directing, praise band, 
and technology. Send resume to searchteam@
fbcmountainview.org by May 1, 2017.

Leachville First Baptist Church in northeast 
Arkansas is seeking a part-time youth min-
ister. Resumes may be sent to LFBCsearch@
yahoo.com. We are on Twitter @LeachvilleFBC.

Seeking bi-vocational worship leader 
committed to a blended worship service. Send 
resume by 5-12-17 to Trinity Baptist Church, 
20707 Chicot Road, Mabelvale, AR 72103 or to 
trinitybaptist.mabelvale@gmail.com.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks secretary. Must 
be knowledgeable of QuickBooks and Microsoft 
Publisher. Send resumes to: steventiner@levy-
baptist.com.

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village, AR, seeking organist Wed. & Sun. Sal-
ary range $11,000-$12,000; 501-922-0692 or 
brbc3music@att.net.

South Main Baptist Church, in Crossett, AR 
is prayerfully seeking a part-time youth 
minister. You may send a resume to smbcsec-
retary@windstream.net, or mail to South Main 

Baptist Church, PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.
Full-time youth and family pastor 

needed - Fellowship Bible Church, Russellville. 
Bible college or seminary degree preferred. 
Previous youth experience required. Email: fel-
lowshiprussellville@gmail.com.

Immanuel Baptist, El Dorado, seeks a full-
time children’s director. If interested, 
contact 870-862-4264 or sricker@ibceldorado.
com.

Full-time youth/student pastor FBC 
Pea Ridge, Arkansas. Also, provides support to 
discipleship ministries in coordination with the 
Sr. Pastor. Email resume to al@prfbc.org.

Southside BC, Paris, seeks a FT or PT wor-
ship leader. Must be able to lead a blended 
worship service. Ability to lead and work with 
praise band and choir is required. Send resume 
to billy@ssbchurch.org.

FBC Dardanelle is seeking a worship 
leader, part-time or full-time with other  
duties. Send resume to fbcdardanelle@gmail.
com.

FBC West Fork seeking part-time wor-
ship leader – send resume and questions to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com.

FBC West Fork seeking full-time student 
minister. Send resumes or questions to west-

forkfbc@yahoo.com.
East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-

cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include leading music in Sunday morning 
and evening services and leading the choir.  
Contact the church at 4701 East End Road, 
Hensley, AR 72065 or by emailing pastor@eeb-
car.com.

Small church in southeast Arkansas is 
seeking a music leader for Sunday morn-
ing worship. Contact Larry Toller, pastor,  
at 870-413-1938.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume 
to Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn: Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop,  
Harrison, AR 72601.

Looking for 2 pews. Older the better. Con-
tact: 479-790-2471.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

Patterson, noted OBU supporter, dies at 90
DR. J.D. PATTERSON, a 
noted alumnus, benefactor 
and former trustee of Ouachi-
ta Baptist Univer-
sity (OBU), died 
March 26, at age 
90.

U n i v e r s i t y 
trustees affirmed 
Patterson’s life-
long commit-
ment to Ouachita 
by naming the 
J.D. Patterson 
School of Natu-
ral Sciences in his 
honor in 2002. 
A 1947 Ouachita 
alumnus, he received Ouachi-
ta’s Distinguished Alumnus 
Award in 1984 and an honor-
ary Doctor of Science degree 
in 1999. He served two terms 
on the Ouachita Board of 
Trustees from 2005 through 
2011.

“During a recent visit 
with Dr. Patterson, he talked 
about his love for Ouachita 
and his love for missions,” 
said Ouachita President Ben 
Sells. Noting that “Ouachita 
is known for its strong science 
program,” Sells added, “Dr. 
Patterson’s support and part-
nership is one of the reasons 
this is true.”

Patterson, who earned his 

DDS degree from Washington 
University School of Dentistry 
in St. Louis, practiced den-

tistry in Searcy 
for more than 60 
years until his re-
tirement in 2015. 
He was a member 
of the Arkansas 
State Dental As-
sociation and the 
American Dental 
Association. He 
also served in the 
U.S. Army as a 
First Lieutenant 
Dental Officer at 
Sukiran Hospital 

in Okinawa, Japan, during the 
Korean War.

Known for his strong com-
mitment to missions, Patter-
son helped finance and lead 
numerous stateside and inter-
national mission trips, provid-
ing dental and medical care 
to thousands of children and 
adults. His mission endeavors 
took him around the globe, in-
cluding more than 20 projects 
in Brazil, Chile, China, the 
Dominican Republic, Guate-
mala, Haiti, Kenya, Panama 
and Tanzania. He was honored 
by the American Dental Asso-
ciation for meritorious service 
to the people of Brazil.

A memorial service was 
held March 31 at Valley Baptist 
Church in Searcy.

Baptist life

North Pulaski Baptist As-
sociation (NPBA) will host its 
annual golf tournament May 
22 at The Greens at North 
Hills. Tee time is 8 a.m. For 
more information, contact the 
NPBA office at 501-812-6999.
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Senior Adult Conference
Salem First Baptist Church
Hwy 62 E. Salem, AR
April 22 - 8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m.

Greg Addison

at 
6:30 p.m.

8:30-9 a.m. - Coffee, donuts & registration
9 a.m. - Conference begins
Lunch - Door prizes - music

No cost
RSVP by April 13

Herb Wilson

Doc and 
Connie 
Spurlin
(with 
“Rusty”)

2017 STATE BIBLE DRILL WINNERS – The 2017 State Bible Drill was held 
March 4 at Woodland Heights Baptist Church in Conway, where 114 children, youth 
and high school students from across the state competed. This year’s theme was 
Rooted in Him. First place winners will have the opportunity to compete in the 
National Invitation Tournament in Brunswick, Ga., in June. High school winners were 
Abagail Proctor, (above left), First Baptist Church, Gentry, first place, and Benjamin 
Scarbrough, (second from left), Highland Drive Baptist Church, Jonesboro, second 
place. Youth winners were Daniel Scarbrough, (third from left), Highland Drive 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro, first place, and Emily Waters, (above right), Trinity Baptist 
Church, Texarkana, second place. Benjamin and Daniel Scarbrough are brothers. 

Siloam receives $250K from Mabee Foundation 
SILOAM SPRINGS – Camp 
Siloam has been awarded a 
$250,000 challenge grant from 
the J.E. and L.E. Mabee Foun-
dation.

“We were so excited to be 
awarded this challenge grant 
from the Mabee Foundation. 
They have been working with 
us for three years, answering 
our questions and encourag-
ing us to meet our campaign 
goal,” said Jason Wilkie, execu-
tive director of Camp Siloam.

The Mabee Foundation 

award will go toward the over-
all campaign goal of $3.4 mil-
lion, he said.

“We are so grateful for the 
opportunity to receive the 
grant from the Mabee Foun-
dation. This is another piece 
of God’s plan as we move to-
ward our goal of building this 
beautiful facility for ministry 
to the youth of our state and 
region, as well as our long-
term plan to offer more min-
istry to our adults. It is so ex-
citing to experience each step 

of God’s amazing provision,” 
said Bobby Clark, president 
of the Camp Siloam board of 
trustees.

To complete the Feed My 
Sheep campaign, Camp Si-
loam will have one year to raise 
the remaining balance of $1.1 
million. The Mabee Founda-
tion’s objective is to inspire 
giving in the final stages of a 
campaign. The grant will be-
come available when Camp Si-
loam completes the campaign 
and starts construction. If 
Camp Siloam is unable to raise 
the remaining amount during 
the one-year time frame, the 
Mabee Foundation will retract 
its $250,000 grant award.

The Mabee Foundation, 
Inc. is a private, charitable 
foundation. The Foundation 
was formed in 1948 by John E. 
Mabee and his wife, Lottie E. 
Mabee. The Foundation aids 
Christian religious organiza-
tions, charitable organizations, 
institutions of higher learning 
and others of a general chari-
table nature. 

Elrod Foundation celebrates 20 years of service
ARKADELPHIA — The Ben 
M. Elrod Center for Family 
and Community at Ouachita 
Baptist University hosted its 
annual Elrod Family Founda-
tion board meeting recently, 
celebrating the 20th anniver-
sary of the center and founda-
tion. Faculty, staff and student 
volunteers gathered alongside 
board members to reflect and 
celebrate the impact the center 
and its volunteers have had on 
the community through their 
service.

Ouachita President Ben 
Sells thanked volunteers for 
the work they represented. 
Ben Elrod, Ouachita’s 13th 
president from 1988-98 and 
the founder of the foundation, 
echoed Sells’ sentiments.

“We’re so grateful for 
Ouachita, for its precious 
value to us, for what we see 
it do in the lives of so many 
young people,” said Elrod, 
president of the board, in his 
opening prayer. “We pray your 
blessings and guidance over us 
today as we reap the benefits 

listening to these reports.”
The Elrod Center and 

Elrod Foundation were cre-
ated with a central focus of 
inspiring young people to 
serve the less fortunate. The 
closing statement of the orga-
nizations’ purpose statement, 
written by Elrod, reads, “The 
four great loves of my life have 
been God, family, Ouachita 
and the church. My prayerful 
hope is that this foundation 
may contribute significantly to 
the well-being of all men.”

Ian Cosh, vice president for 
community and international 
engagement and director of 
the Elrod Center, discussed 
how the center’s mission 
meets the goals for the univer-
sity and also follows what Jesus 
commanded of Christians. 
“It’s that basic command of 
Christians: We’re supposed 
to love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, with all our soul, 
with all our mind, with all our 
strength and love our neighbor 
as our self,” Cosh said.

Several volunteers shared 

their experiences serving 
through Elrod Center pro-
grams. Cosh explained that 
these testimonies reflect only 
a small portion of the commu-
nity outreach the Elrod Center 
and Elrod Family Foundation 
provide.

“Not everything in life that 
impacts and transforms us can 
be measured, so that’s why it 
is so important when students 
and others come up and share 
with you. Understand that 
you’re just getting a little piece 
of the mosaic of this incred-
ible thing that is going on,” he 
said.

For more information on 
the Elrod Center or any of its 
programs, visit www.obu.edu/
elrod.
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Friends of Refugees revives a Ga. Baptist’s missionary call
CLARKSTON, Ga. (BP) – 
How is the best way to be a 
missionary? For Pat Maddox, 
78, the answer was simple.

You just put yourself in the 
shoes of people you want to 
serve, understand their needs, 
and then meet those needs 
without expecting anything in 
return.

That was the genesis of 
Friends of Refugees and many 
other servanthood ministries 
now under its umbrella at 
Clarkston International Bible 
Church in metro Atlanta.

It’s notable that Maddox’s 
call was largely tied to the 
decline of her own church, 
the former Clarkston Baptist 
Church, and its struggle to 
find footing in a transitional 
community.

Maddox’s earliest memories 
of the church are of a vibrant 
congregation with well-attend-
ed worship services and a full 
staff. Typical of many churches 
of the time, Clarkston Baptist 
was largely Anglo “with maybe 
a person or two of color here 
and there. But there were not 
many, to be sure,” she remem-
bers.

Yet, within a few years, that 

sheltered existence – open to 
ethnic diversity but preferring 
the status quo – quickly erod-
ed and the church declined to 
about 75 members. The world 
was quickly changing and, in 
doing so, coming to America. 
And Georgia. And more im-
portantly, to Clarkston.

‘Meeting these people...’
Maddox does not hide her 

southern roots and admits she 
grew up in a prejudiced home.

“But meeting these people, 
getting to know them, com-
pletely changed my outlook 
on life,” she recounts. “Until 
then, I was always polite but 
rather removed from very 
much conversation.”

Looking further back into 
her past, Maddox reflects on 
that early call to missions, 
thinking she would possibly 
serve on a foreign mission 
field far from Clarkston. She 
did not realize that the foreign 
field someday would move 
into her neighborhood and 
she would be much older be-
fore she responded to that call.

Clarkston Baptist reborn
In 2005 the 122-year-old 

Clarkston Baptist Church 
changed its identity by merg-
ing with its larger Filipino con-
gregation and a Nigerian con-
gregation to become Clarkston 
International Bible Church. 
Today about 150 members of 
the combined churches meet 
in a multicultural service at 
10:45 a.m. on Sundays. In ad-
dition, the church has moved 
toward a groundbreaking 
partnership with the North 
American Mission Board that 
will bring it into the national 
spotlight as a hub for refugee 

Faith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

American thoughts on sports amid March Madness
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Thanks 
to wild buzzer beaters and un-
believable upsets, the NCAA 
men’s basketball tournament 
has become known as March 
Madness. For most Ameri-
cans, however, their attitude 
toward sports is more mild  
than mad.

A new study from Nash-
ville-based LifeWay Research 
found 52 percent of Ameri-
cans describe their philosophy 
of sports by saying, “It’s not 
whether you win or lose – it’s 
how you play the game.”

“Most Americans want 
players to play the game ‘the 
right way’ and not potentially 
endanger others simply for the 
sake of winning,” said Scott 
McConnell, executive direc-
tor of LifeWay Research. “For 
example, with growing worries 
about concussions in football, 
safety concerns have caused 
many to reconsider their  

attitude toward sports.”

Millennials want to win
While millennials are often 

noted for growing up in a time 
when everyone is recognized 
for effort and not for achieve-
ment, young adults are most 
likely to reject that mindset. 
Among adults 18-34, 15 per-
cent say, “Winning isn’t ev-
erything – it’s the only thing.” 
That’s more than three times 
as many as adults 35 and older 
(4 percent). “Everyone has 
probably heard that phrase,” 
said McConnell, “but millen-
nials are most likely to believe 
it.”

Region, religion are factors
The South is one of the 

most competitive regions in 
the country. While 58 percent 
of those in the West say, “It’s 
not whether you win or lose – 
it’s how you play the game,” 50 

percent of Southerners agree.
Those in the South (11 

percent) are also more likely 
to say, “Winning isn’t every-
thing – it’s the only thing,” 
than those in the Mid-
west (5 percent) and West  
(5 percent).

“With the prominence of 
sports in general, it’s not sur-
prising to see some say winning 
is the only thing that matters,” 
said McConnell. “When your 
personal identity is wrapped 
up in your team, you may want 
to win at all costs.”

Religious identification, be-
liefs and practice also provide 
different viewpoints on ath-
letics. The nonreligious (46 
percent) are more likely than 
Christians (37 percent) to say, 
“It’s only a game.”

Those with evangelical be-
liefs, as defined by the LifeWay 
Research and National Associ-
ation of Evangelicals’ four-part 

ministry.
“I loved the refugees,” Mad-

dox reflects, “and thought how 
hard it would be for me to be 
in their shoes, having to start a 
new life somewhere in which 
I did not understand the lan-
guage, had to find a job and 
pay my own rent and buy gro-
ceries that I didn’t understand 
what was in the package ... all 
within a few months of arriv-
ing.”

Friends of Refugees, now 
a multi-faceted parachurch 
ministry, operated a family of 

For Pat Maddox, the influx of refugees into the Atlanta-area town of Clarkston reshaped her southern demeanor and revived 
her call to missions, spawning the multifaceted Friends of Refugees ministry in 2005. Photo by Joe Westbury/Christian Index

seven Christian community 
development programs last 
year with 25 partner churches 
and 13 fulltime staff.

Maddox is overwhelmed at 
how the ministry has grown 
and how she eventually ful-
filled that call to missions.

“This has blessed me more 
than anything I could have 
ever imagined. It is something 
totally outside of myself, sort 
of like God was moving pieces 
around a chessboard, putting 
all the pieces together as He 
made His moves.”

definition, are less likely to be-
lieve “it’s only a game” (32 per-
cent) than those without evan-
gelical beliefs (42 percent).

Frequent church attenders 
(33 percent) are also less like-
ly to think sports are “only a 
game,” compared to those 
who attend less frequently  

(44 percent).
“Those who push back 

against the culturally accepted 
idea of religious identification 
and church attendance also 
have a tendency to push back 
against the American obses-
sion with sports,” said McCo-
nnell.
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My wife and I made a goal to read 
the entire Bible together this year. We 
decided on a chronological reading plan 
within a popular smart phone app and 
have enjoyed the challenge that some of 
the earliest Old Testament Scriptures 
can pose to modern 
readers.

With all the 
lists, names, laws 
and rituals, books 
like Leviticus and 
Numbers are often 
hard to understand. 
While I believe in 
the sacredness of all Scrip-
ture, I often find myself 
becoming either bored or 
overwhelmed when I read 
these texts.

One thing that always 
encourages me, however, 
is reminding myself that 
while these texts may seem 
far removed from modern 
day, they are just as true 
today as they were when 
they were written. 

In many ways, modern believers have 
a unique opportunity to read the whole 
of Scripture. Unlike those living in Old 
Testament times, we have access to an 
entire canon, that is, from beginning 
to end, that is a testimony to God’s re-
demptive work through Christ.

It is truly a beautiful thing that God 
decided to provide us with a record of 
His relationship with humanity from 
the past (creation) to present (Christ’s 
second coming).

In Matthew 28:1-15 we read an 
amazing account 
of the resurrection 
of Jesus.

An angel ap-
peared and told 
“the other Mary” 
and Mary Magda-
lene that Christ 
had risen. On 

their way to tell the dis-
ciples what the angel told 
them, the women were 
greeted by Jesus. The Ro-
mans who guarded the 
tomb made up a story 
that the disciples stole 
Christ’s body, and the 
passage says, “And this 
story has been spread 
among the Jews to this 
day” (Matt. 28:15, ESV).

When I read the Old 
Testament, it strengthens my faith in 
what the New Testament teaches, in-
cluding events such as the resurrection 
(Matthew 28). I believe Christ is sitting 
at the right hand of the Father, and the 
whole of Scripture is a beautiful testi-
mony of His love for us.

empty. While they were considering 
the situation, “Two men in clothes 
that gleamed like lightning … said to 
them, ‘Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He is not here; he has 
risen!’” (Luke 24:4-6, NIV).

Later in the 
passage Jesus ap-
peared to His dis-
ciples. Recogniz-
ing their doubts, 
He said, “Look 
at my hands and 
my feet. It is I my-
self! Touch me 

and see; a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones, 
as you see I have” (Luke 
24:39, NIV). Yet, even 
after He had showed 
them His hands and 
feet, the disciples did not 
believe Him.

In verse 45 we read 
that Christ “opened 
their minds so they 
could understand the 
Scriptures.”

In a day when many people have all 
but rejected truth, followers of Christ 
should take solace in the truth of 
Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. 
We should pray every day that God 
would open up our minds to Scripture 
as He did for the disciples in Luke 24.

I haven’t had cable TV for years now. 
But, when I am traveling and find myself 
in a location that does, I tend to aim-
lessly surf until I stumble onto a news 
network or show about restoring classic 
cars.

One time while 
surfing the chan-
nels in search of 
something interest-
ing, I came across 
a show about men 
and women who 
“prep” for the unknown, 
whether it be the apoca-
lypse, a nuclear war, a 
hostile government take-
over or a massive natural 
disaster. These folks aim 
to prepare themselves for 
whatever adversity may 
come their way.

One episode that stuck 
with me highlighted a 
Nashville, Tenn., couple 
that had stored around 
$100,000 worth of dry 
goods, practiced clearing their home 
with firearms in the dark and used 
Morse code and Tagalog (a Filipino lan-
guage) as methods of securely commu-
nicating with one another in emergency 
situations.

In the eyes of many, this couple would 
be prepared for anything. But are they 

prepared for Christ’s return?
In Matthew 24:36-51 we read not of 

the importance of storing up supplies 
for some temporal disaster, but of the 
necessity of preparing ourselves for the 

return of Jesus.
We are told 

that no one but 
God the Father, 
not even Christ, 
knows the day or 
hour that the Son 
of Man will re-

turn, but that, much like 
those living in the time of 
Noah and the great flood, 
it will happen when we are 
least expecting it.

According to Matthew 
Henry’s “Concise Com-
mentary,” “To watch for 
Christ’s coming, is to 
maintain that temper of 
mind which we would 
be willing that our Lord 
should find us in. We 
know we have but a little 

time to live ... much less do we know the 
time fixed for the judgment. Our Lord’s 
coming will be happy to those that shall 
be found ready, but very dreadful to 
those that are not.”

Instead of prepping for the trials of 
this world, we should focus on prepar-
ing ourselves for eternity with Christ.

A child looks up to his father and 
wants to grow up to help people and 
fight fires, just like his firefighter dad. 
Another child looks up to her mother 
and wants to give relief to sick people 
just like her phy-
sician mother. 
Two strangers 
strike up small 
talk on a plane, 
and the conversa-
tion centers on a 
common hobby 
they both share.  

A person’s identity 
is often wrapped up in 
what he or she does. An 
engineer, an athlete, a 
photographer, a teacher, 
a woodworker, a stay-at-
home mother, a graphic 
designer – each has a 
specialty and spends a 
great deal of time using 
his or her skills. This is 
different for the believer. 
A Christian’s identity is 
no longer wrapped up in a job, talent 
or hobby, but in the Person of Jesus.  

When Jesus asked His disciples Who 
they said He was, there was a great deal 
of weight in the question. If Jesus is, 
in fact, Lord, then by necessity, Chris-
tians must orient their lives and iden-
tity not around what they do with their 

time, but around Who He is: Lord. 
As Charles Spurgeon said, “If Christ 
is not all to you, He is nothing to you. 
He will never go into partnership as 
a part Savior of men. If He be some-

thing, He must 
be everything, 
and if He be not 
everything, He is 
nothing to you.”

Once indi-
viduals surren-
der to Jesus as 

Lord, they begin to 
walk in the good works 
that God has prepared 
beforehand for them to 
do (Eph. 2:9). They take 
up their cross and fol-
low Jesus. They let the 
Word of Christ dwell 
richly within them (Col. 
3:16); they fight the sin 
in their lives (1 Cor. 
10:13); they meet the 
needs of others (James 
1:27, 1 John 3:16-18), 

and they share the gospel (Matt. 28:19-
20). As they do so, Christians use their 
former identities – and their distinc-
tive abilities, talents and personalities 
that the Lord has given them – to ad-
vance the kingdom through evange-
lism and ministry as they live out their 
new identity: servants of Christ.  

Daniel Johnson
Dover

Where is Jesus?
Matthew 28:1-15

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Caleb Yarbrough
Little Rock

Harkening back to the height of yel-
low journalism in the last decade of 
the 19th century, the term “fake news” 
has become synonymous with “news” 
stories that present as fact but are later 
shown to be false.

Early in his first 
term, President 
Donald J. Trump 
made headlines 
by refusing to 
take questions 
from major main-
stream media out-
lets who ran sto-
ries about him that were 
later found to be false. 
Indeed, sometimes it’s 
hard to know what you 
can believe when so many 
lies are being paraded as 
truth.

However, unlike the 
realm of American poli-
tics and media, Scripture 
does not include fake 
news. It is the inerrant 
Word of God. It is our 
guide to understanding Who God is, 
who we are and how we should live.

In Luke 24:1-8 we read an account 
of the empty tomb left by Jesus after 
the resurrection. The women who had 
come to look after Jesus’ body were as-
tounded when they found His tomb 

He is risen
Luke 24:1-8, 36-40

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

What about the future?
Matthew 24:36-51

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Life in Christ
Luke 9:18-26
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Texas Rangers’ spring training yields ‘incredible’ ministry
Bonus content

SURPRISE, Ariz. (BP) – For 
Major League Baseball players, 
coaches and fans, opening day 
is a time to look forward in an-
ticipation of the season ahead. 
For North American Mission 
Board church planter Jason 
Griffin, it’s also a time to cel-
ebrate the work God has done 
during spring training.

Griffin, pastor of Phoenix-
area Freedom Valley Church 
in Surprise, Ariz., serves as 
chaplain for the Texas’ Rang-
ers Arizona facility in Surprise, 
where some 400 team person-
nel descend for spring train-
ing each February and March. 
Over four years of ministering 
to the Rangers, Griffin esti-
mates 25-30 players and coach-
es have placed their faith in 
Christ as Lord and Savior and 
countless hours of discipleship 
have occurred.

Baseball chaplaincy “is a lot 
of opportunity,” Griffin, who 
serves under the auspices of 
the Baseball Chapel organiza-
tion, said. “I’m amazed about 
what God is doing in the or-
ganization of the Texas Rang-
ers.”

Among the highlights of 
Griffin’s ministry are hous-
ing players and their wives in 
his home each spring, lead-
ing team chapel services every 
Sunday for 30-60 players and 
coaches and being available for 
individual counseling at the 
ballpark at least 
five days per week.

During spring 
training, he also 
gathers daily at 
6:30 a.m. for 
prayer and a devo-
tional with about 
15 coaches.

When Easter 
fell during spring 
training in 2016, 
the Rangers’ lead-
ership agreed to 
shut down all 
baseball operations so players 
and staff had the opportunity 
to attend a 45-minute chapel 
service. The result was a ser-
vice attended by 120 players 
and staff and led by Griffin 
along with the Freedom Valley 
worship and media teams. The 
service included a gospel mes-
sage and an invitation to trust 
Christ for salvation.

“The response was incred-
ible,” Griffin said. “You had 
[Major Leaguers] just in tears 
about how God encountered 
them.”

He noted a “ripple effect 
throughout last year” of men 
coming Christ in the minor 
leagues and major leagues as 
they grappled with truth from 
the Easter service.

On another occasion, Grif-
fin was leading a Bible study 
with several players and a 
coach on Jesus’ conversation 
with Nicodemus in John 3 
about being born again. At 
one point, Griffin was inter-
rupted and asked to “stop talk-
ing and tell us how we can be 
born again.”

Griffin did just that, and six 
men committed their lives to 
Christ on the spot.

Jon Edwards, a pitcher 
in the Rangers organization 
from 2012-15, lived in Grif-
fin’s house during 2014 spring 
training and said the chap-
lain has a “pastor’s heart” for 
young players.

In Edwards’ case, that 
meant personal discipleship 
by Griffin and his wife Mindy 
of Edwards and his wife Kate-
lyn, including Bible studies 
together and regular family 
worship. The Griffins repli-
cate that ministry with at least 
one young couple each spring, 
attempting to strengthen their 
marriage in preparation for the 
rigors of professional baseball.

Griffin “connects with play-
ers,” said Edwards, who was 
traded to the San Diego Padres 

in 2015 and expects to be out 
of baseball this year recovering 
from elbow surgery. “He just 
lets them talk, and I feel like 
at the right time he just fills it 
in with the truth of the Lord.”

Citing a typical event from 
Griffin’s ministry, Edwards 
said the chaplain met a former 
Ranger at a coffee shop within 
the past month after the young 
man was cut from the team 
and led him to Christ.

Though 2017 spring train-
ing has come to a close, Grif-
fin said his work with the 

Rangers will continue, as it 
does each year. He is also the 
team’s chaplain for extended 
spring training, rookie league, 
instructional league and fall 
league – all of which occur at 
the Arizona facility.

The 10 hours per week Grif-
fin typically devotes to baseball 
chaplaincy during spring train-

ing reduce to be-
tween six and eight 
the rest of the year.

Extended spring 
training (for players 
deemed not ready 
for full-season com-
petition) and rook-
ie league (a 60-game 
summer league for 
newly drafted play-
ers) are among 
the most fruitful 
times for ministry, 
Griffin said. Play-

ers often have Sundays off, 
so Freedom Valley lets them 
borrow cars or bikes to attend 
church.

Last year, the congregation 
gave Bibles to each member 
of the Rangers’ rookie league 
team with their names en-
graved. Griffin was also given 
15 minutes to tell the team 
why the church wanted them 
to have Bibles.

Though Griffin can tell 
many similar stories of minis-
try, he said the overall impact 
of his chaplaincy is impossible 

Some 120 Texas Rangers attended the team’s 2016 Easter chapel service, led by spring training chaplain Jason Griffin. Below 
Texas Rangers Arizona chaplain Jason Griffin (back left in purple shirt) hosts a cookout for players and their families at his 
Phoenix-area home. Photo courtesy of Jason Griffin

to quantify.
“Texas’ organization is in-

credibly saturated with guys 
who love the Lord and want to 
see their team come to Christ. 

I just find it a great privilege 
to partner with them,” Griffin 
said, noting Baseball Chapel 
facilitates similar ministry with 
all 30 MLB franchises.

Surprise (Ariz.) Stadium hosts the Texas Rangers’ spring training each 
year, with some 400 players and coaches participating. Screen capture 
from Twitter

CP 4.07% ahead of projection
NASHVILLE (BP) – Year-to-
date contributions to South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
national and international 
missions and ministries re-
ceived by the SBC Executive 
Committee (EC) are 4.07 
percent above the year-to-date 
SBC Cooperative Program 
(CP) Allocation Budget pro-
jection. And they are 0.97 
percent below contributions 
received during the same time 
frame last year, according to 
a news release from SBC EC 
President and CEO Frank S. 
Page.

The year-to-date total rep-
resents money received by 
the EC by the close of the last 
business day of March and 
includes receipts from state 
conventions, churches and 
individuals for distribution 
according to the 2016-17 SBC 
CP Allocation Budget.

The $98,348,238.34 re-
ceived by the EC for the first 
six months of the fiscal year, 
Oct. 1 through March 31, 
for distribution through the 
CP Allocation Budget repre-

sents 104.07 percent of the 
$94,500,000.00 year-to-date 
budgeted projection to sup-
port Southern Baptist minis-
tries globally and across North 
America.

The CP is Southern Bap-
tists’ channel of giving through 
which a local church is able to 
contribute to the ministries of 
its state convention and to the 
missions and ministries of the 
SBC.

The convention-adopted 
CP allocation budget is dis-
tributed 50.41 percent to in-
ternational missions through 
the International Mission 
Board, 22.79 percent to North 
American missions through 
the North American Mission 
Board, 22.16 percent to theo-
logical education through the 
convention’s six seminaries, 
2.99 percent to the SBC oper-
ating budget, and 1.65 percent 
to the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission. Guide-
Stone Financial Resources  
and LifeWay Christian Re-
sources do not receive CP 
funding.




