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PEARLAND, Texas (BP) – 
After World War II, decorat-
ed Army veteran Jesse Whit-
ley returned home and be-
came a soldier for the Lord, 
serving as a Baptist pastor 
and preacher for more than 
45 years. 

“Sgt.” Whitley, who cel-
ebrated his 99th birthday 
Dec. 14, received renewed 
recognition on Veterans 
Day, Nov. 11, with Green 
Beret status for his service 
in a special forces unit nick-
named “The Devil's Bri-
gade.”

It came as a surprise to 
Whitley, who faced combat 
action with the First Special 
Service Force (FSSF) against 
the Japanese in Alaska's 
Aleutian Islands and against 
the Germans in Europe.

Whitley joined the U.S. 
Army on April 25, 1939, at 
age 19 in Texarkana, Ark., 
where he grew up. He was 
honorably discharged on 
Oct. 31, 1945. 

The Veterans Day ceremo-
ny was held at First Baptist 
Church in Pearland, Texas. 
Whitley lives in the Hous-
ton suburb with his daugh-
ter, Vicki Cumbie, having 
moved from Arkansas about 
a year and a half ago. 

Whitley served as pastor 
of six Arkansas churches: 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Warren; Graves Memo-
rial Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock; Hebron Baptist 
Church in Little Rock; Cen-
tennial Baptist Church in 
Pine Bluff; Lakeside Bap-
tist Church in Hot Springs; 
and Green Meadows Baptist 

Church in Pine Bluff, where 
he retired. 

First Baptist Pearland mem-
ber John Triplett spearheaded 
the effort to obtain Green 
Beret status for Whitley, who 
served in the FSSF, forerunner 
of the current U.S. Army Spe-
cial Forces, whose elite troops 
wear the iconic Green Beret. 

The FSSF garnered WWII 
fame for a 99-day period in 
1943 when it operated behind 
enemy lines primarily at night, 
inspiring a 1966 book and a 
1968 film based on the book, 
both titled “The Devil's Bri-
gade.”

In researching Whitley’s 
military record, Triplett dis-
covered that the pastor had 
been “eligible for Green 
Beret status for approxi-
mately 10 years,” but no one 
had been able to complete 
the process to formally rec-
ognize him. “So I made it a 
personal thing.”

With Whitley in his late 
90s, “If we don't get this 
done, it may never happen,” 
Triplett said. “It’s just time 
to make it happen.”

In his opening remarks 

On Veterans Day, Nov. 11, World War II veteran Jesse Whitley, 99, received his 
Green Beret from Sgt. Justin Mayrant of the 19th Special Forces based in San 
Antonio.

LITTLE ROCK—The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) Conference on Evan-
gelism and Church Health 
(ECON) 2019 will be held Jan. 
28-29 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock.

This year’s guest 
speakers include Ste-
phen Kendrick, writer 
and producer, Kend-
rick Brothers; Junior 
Hill, vocational evan-
gelist; Charlie Dates, 
senior pastor, Pro-
gressive Baptist Church, Chi-
cago; Robert Smith, Charles T. 
Carter chair of divinity, Bee-
son Divinity School, Birming-
ham, Ala.; David Allen, dean 
of the School of Preaching 
and George W. Truett chair of 
ministry, Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, and Paul Chit-
wood, president, International 
Mission Board.

David McKinney, worship 
pastor at Cross Church 
in northwest Arkansas, 
will lead worship dur-
ing the conference.

“I am excited about 
the speakers who will 
be sharing with us 
this year. We will hear 
messages from some 
familiar faces includ-
ing Robert Smith and 

David Allen. Our dear friend, 
Junior Hill, will be back with 
us. We are also excited to have 
joining us for the first time 
Charlie Dates, Stephen Kend-
rick (producer of movies such 

Kendrick

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WHO SHOULD DECIDE 
whether or not a casino is built 
in Pope County?

Arkansas voters approved 
Issue 4 (Amendment 100) in 
N o v e m b e r 
laying a path 
for casinos 
to be built in 
Pope and Jefferson Counties, 
Hot Springs and West Mem-
phis – but Pope County voters 
soundly rejected the measure.

The question is: Shouldn’t 
Pope County residents have a 
say in whether or not a casino 
is brought to their county?

In November, Pope County 

voters approved a local or-
dinance that requires either 
the county judge or Quorum 
Court to receive permission 
from the county’s voters, in 
the form of a local election, 
before allowing a casino to be 
built in the county, according 

to the Arkan-
sas Democrat-
Gazette.

Issue 4 
also includes language requir-
ing a letter of recommenda-
tion from either the county 
judge or Quorum Court of 
Pope and Jefferson counties 
before a casino can be built. If 
the proposed casinos were to 

Modern-day David and Goliath story
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Bill Tolar, professor who  
‘stands large’ in SBC, dies

FORT WORTH, Texas 
(BP) – Bill Tolar, a preach-
er-scholar who provided 
transitional leadership at 
key junctures for South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and multiple 
Southern Baptist mega-
churches, died Dec. 29 fol-
lowing a battle with cancer. 
He was 90. A faculty stal-
wart at Southwestern for 
more than 30 years, Tolar 
served as the seminary’s act-
ing president in 1994 after 
then-president Russell Dil-
day’s departure amid the 
conservative resurgence 
controversy in the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
(SBC). 

As a biblical back-
grounds and archaeology 
professor, his students in-
cluded then-future SBC 
presidents Jimmy Draper, 
Jerry Vines, Charles Stan-
ley, Morris Chapman, Jack 
Graham and Ronnie Floyd. 
Among his more than 50 
interim pastorates were 
First Baptist Church in Dal-
las, Houston’s First Baptist 
Church and Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano, 
Texas. Tolar preached 
his most popular sermon 
“The Creation: Chance 
or Choice?” more than 
100 times to thousands of 
Southern Baptists – the last 
delivery apparently coming 
less than four months be-
fore his death.

Tolar “stands large in the 
history of our convention 
from the influence he’s 
had on many of our key 
leaders,” said Draper, SBC 
Executive Committee am-
bassador and retired presi-
dent of LifeWay Christian 
Resources. After teaching 
10 years at Baylor Univer-
sity, Tolar joined South-
western’s faculty in 1965, 
retiring in 2001 following 
36 years as a professor, vice 
president and dean. When 
he was named acting presi-
dent, Baptist Press reported 
he was the only candidate 
“acceptable to all in the de-
nominational controversy.”

41st annual March for Life Jan. 20
LITTLE ROCK – The 41st an-
nual March for Life will start 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 20. 

Sponsored by Arkansas 
Right to Life, the march is a 
peaceful and prayerful event 
to remember the estimated 60 
million unborn children who 
have been killed by legal abor-
tion. The event will also re-
member the 46th anniversary 
of the Roe v. Wade Supreme 
Court decision that legalized 
abortion. 

“While we welcome the de-
clining abortion rate in our 
state and across America, we 
remember those lives lost over 
the last 45 years and continue 
in our support of those who 
have been forever wounded 
by an abortion decision,” said 
Rose Mimms, executive direc-
tor of Arkansas Right to Life. 

Staging will begin at 1:30 
p.m. between Battery and 
Wolfe Streets on West Capitol 
Avenue behind the Arkansas 
State Capitol. Andy Mayberry, 
president of Arkansas Right to 
Life and former Arkansas state 
representative, will lead the 
marchers and special guests to 
the steps of the Capitol for a 
brief program.

Keynote speakers for the 
event include Christa Brown, 
the coordinator of the Abor-
tion Pill Rescue Program for 
Heartbeat International, and 
Courtney Beck, who had an 

abortion when she was 16.
“God’s Word teaches us not 

to copy the behavior and cus-
toms of this world, but to let 
Him transform you into a new 
person by changing the way 
you think,” said Beck. “The 
March for Life gives people 
who truly value human life 
from conception until natural 
death, whether they choose to 
believe science or the Bible, 
the opportunity to stand to-
gether and stand for these 
timeless facts and truths.”

Beck obtained an abortion 
by judicial bypass, which is 
when a judge grants a minor 
access to abortion care with-
out her parents’ knowledge or 
consent. She recalls the time 
after her abortion to be full of 
anger, depression and anxiety. 
After 17 years, she sought help 
through two different post-
abortion healing retreats.

“I speak out against abor-
tion because leading embryol-
ogy textbooks state that a new 
human individual begins form-
ing at fertilization,” said Beck. 
“I speak out because of what 
the Bible teaches us about life. 
I speak out because my fellow 
humans need to hear the truth 
about the devastation of abor-
tion. I speak out because less 
than one percent of abortions 
are due to rape or incest, and 
three percent are attributed 
to fetal health problems; yet 

these are the top reasons that 
are used to justify the legality 
of abortion.”

Beck now speaks out against 
abortion and shares how it af-
fected her life, hoping to help 
other women who have had 
an abortion or are considering 
one. 

“We cannot stop speaking 
and standing for the truth 
about abortion just because 
it is inconvenient,” said Beck. 
“Protesting abortion through 
this march brings awareness to 
the issue and, regardless if the 
truth is accepted or rejected, 
I believe it brings light to the 
darkness with the potential to 
change hearts.”

Other participants in 
the program include Dave 

Hughey, pastor of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church 
in Little Rock, and Iverson 
Jackson, pastor of Zoe Bible 
Church in Little Rock.

The event will attract thou-
sands of people across Arkan-
sas, including Bill Carter, pas-
tor of Antioch Baptist Church 
in Royal. Carter and his wife, 
executive director of Change 
Point Center in Hot Springs, 
have participated in the march 
for 25 years.

“March for Life is impor-
tant because it keeps the issue 
at the forefront,” said Carter. 
“It keeps the money coming in 
to educate in the schools, and 
it allows for people to know 
what legislative issues are com-
ing up.”

A man holds a pro-life sign at last year’s March for Life at the Arkansas State Capitol 
Jan. 21, 2018. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Arkansas ranked second most pro-life state
LITTLE ROCK – Americans 
United for Life (AUL) has 
named Arkansas the second 
most pro-life state in America 
behind Arizona. 

The 2019 Life List ranks all 
50 states from best to worst 
on how well their laws protect 
human life.  

Family Council President 
Jerry Cox said following the 
announcement by AUL, 
“This is something Arkansans 
should be proud of. Our state 
is the second most pro-life 
state in the country. That is 
something to celebrate.”

Rounding out the top five 
most pro-life states were Loui-
siana, Oklahoma and Kansas.  
The state of Washington is 
ranked the lowest.

Cox said the ranking is the 
result of the hard work of pro-
life Arkansans. 

“Arkansans work very hard 

to protect innocent human life 
from conception until natural 
death. Volunteers across the 
state help women with un-
planned pregnancies 
choose options be-
sides abortion, and 
our lawmakers have 
consistently passed 
good legislation that 
protects unborn chil-
dren. The fact that 
Arkansas is ranked 
the second most pro-
life state in America 
shows all that hard 
work is paying off.”

AUL is a leading 
expert when it comes 
to surveying state pro-
life laws, said Cox. 

“AUL has been at this for 
years. When their attorneys 
analyze state laws, they look 
at everything from abortion 
policies to protections for 

pregnant women to end-of-
life laws. If they say we’re the 
second most pro-life state in 
America, you can count on it.”

Cox added that his team at 
Family Council is developing a 
legislative package that he be-
lieves will help make Arkansas 
the most pro-life state in the 
nation. 

“Right now Arkansas is in 
second place. We want to be 
in first place. We’ve talked 
to attorneys from Americans 

United for 
Life, and we 
have put to-
gether a list 
of laws that 
we believe 
can help 
make Ar-
kansas the 
best state 
in the na-
tion when 
it comes to 
upholding 
the sanctity 
of human 

life. We look forward to work-
ing with our friends in the 
Arkansas Legislature and at 
Arkansas Right to Life to help 
make Arkansas the most pro-
life state in America.”

Americans United for Life graphic



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Evangelist Rick Stanley, 
stepbrother to Elvis, dies

AIKEN, S.C. (BP) – Rick 
Stanley, a stepbrother to 
Elvis Presley who turned 
to Christ two months 
after Presley’s death in 
1977 and, as an evangelist, 
spoke at Billy Graham-
sponsored events and in 
many other settings, died 
Jan. 5, in Aiken, S.C. Stan-
ley returned to First Baptist 
Church in Eureka, S.C., 
five years ago – where he 
first gave his testimony in 
early 1978 and was serving 
as associate pastor and min-
ister of music at the time of 
his death at age 65. John 
Arthur, pastor of First Bap-
tist since 1963, said Stanley 
died of liver and kidney 
failure in Aiken Regional 
Medical Center’s ICU. 

As a teen, Stanley had 
begun a friendship with 
a Christian girl named 
Robyn through a social 
event. They often went to 
church together and stayed 
in touch as he was on the 
road with the Presley entou-
rage. “Every time I would 
talk to her, she would end 
the call the same way, ‘Rick, 
I am praying for you,’” 
Stanley said in chapel at 
Southwestern. On the day 
before Presley died, Stanley 
told him what Robyn was 
saying about Jesus and how 
she was praying for him. 
“Elvis Presley, at 42 years 
old, looked at me and said, 
‘Ricky, she’s telling you the 
truth.’ Then he said, ‘Peo-
ple who talk to you about 
Jesus really care.’” 

St anley  a t tended 
Criswell College in Dallas 
before earning an associate 
of divinity degree in 1986 
at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth. He was one 
of several speakers in Las 
Vegas at the 1989 meeting 
of the Conference of South-
ern Baptist Evangelists in 
conjunction with that sum-
mer’s SBC Annual Meeting 
and he addressed the 1994 
SBC Pastors’ Conference in 
Orlando, Fla. 

College students work with Ark. DR in Florida
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PANAMA CITY, Fla. – While 
their peers were likely sleep-
ing in and watching YouTube 
videos ad nauseam, some cen-
tral Arkansas college students 
chose to spend part of their 
recent winter break helping 
victims of Hurricane Michael.

In October 2018 Hurri-
cane Michael wreaked havoc 
on Panama City, Fla., causing 
damage that is still outstand-
ing. Two separate groups of 
students partnered with Ar-
kansas Baptist disaster relief 
(DR) teams in responding to 
devastated areas of the city.

Fifteen students from the 
University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock, associated with the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion’s (ABSC) Metro Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM), 
deployed alongside the newly 
formed First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, DR unit Dec. 11-
16.

Sixty-five student and fac-
ulty volunteers from the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas 
(UCA), the University of Ar-
kansas Community College at 
Morrilton, the University of 
Arkansas at Fort Smith and 
Central Baptist College de-

ployed alongside the Beckspur 
Baptist Church, Forrest City, 
DR unit Dec. 15-20.

According to Ryan Scant-
ling, Conway BCM campus 
minister, UCA contacted 
Conway BCM about partner-
ing to send students 
to provide aid to vic-
tims of recent hurri-
canes and storms in 
Florida. Recognizing 
Arkansas Baptist DR 
experience and repu-
tation, Scantling said 
the school was glad 
to send students to 
work alongside Ar-
kansas DR teams.

“The BCM stu-
dents went to Florida 
to help with the Hur-
ricane Michael disas-
ter recovery effort. 
Initially, the college 
students were going 
to help our disas-
ter relief volunteers 
with flood recovery. When 
they got there, there was a 
need to help clean up the 
local cemeteries in Panama 
City. Before they helped with 
this project, the city was not 
able to bury anyone,” said 
Randy Garrett, ABSC DR  
director. 

“The students’ cleanup ef-

fort allowed the city to begin 
this process. The city govern-
ment officials called ABSC 
disaster relief on several occa-
sions and thanked us for what 
the college students did. It is 
such a blessing to have stu-

dents who are willing to go 
serve those affected by this di-
saster and do anything asked 
of them,” said Garrett.

“Just to give you an idea 
of the damage that was done 
through Hurricane Michael … 
There was a tornado in Tusca-
loosa (Ala.) a few years back, 
and there were around 1.6 mil-

lion yards of debris that they 
collected from that tornado. 
Already in two months fol-
lowing Hurricane Michael 
they have collected around 2.4 
million yards of debris,” said 
Adam Venters, Metro BCM 

(Little Rock) cam-
pus minister, in an 
ABSC video Dec. 
13.

“I’m just going 
to go ahead and 
tell you that there 
is a lot more de-
bris to be cleaned 
up,” said Venters. 
“I would encour-
age you to … keep 
this area in your 
prayers and as you 
think in the next 
coming months 
of volunteering … 
there is going to be 
a lot of work left to 
do in this particular 
area.”

Nearly 200 ABSC DR vol-
unteers from 13 units have de-
ployed to Florida since Octo-
ber 2018, some multiple times, 
to help in Hurricane Michael 
relief efforts. The next ABSC 
DR deployment to the area is 
set for Jan. 19-26.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

A University of Central Arkansas student rakes leaves during a Dec. 
11-16 service trip to Panama City, Fla., during which students 
worked alongside Arkansas disaster relief volunteers.

continued from page one
GREEN BERET
at the Veterans Day ceremony, 
First Baptist Pearland pastor 
David Adams told attendees, 
“What is about to happen is a 
surprise to Jesse. He was told 
to wear his uniform today on 
Veterans Day, but that was all. 
Doesn’t he look great?”

Whitley said in a telephone 
interview, “I didn’t know that 
was coming. I thought, ‘Boy, 
what a situation this is.’ And 
they just kept going. This one 
said something; that one said 
something. I thought, ‘My 
land, how many people got in-
volved in this?’”

He said he wasn't expecting 
the outpouring of congratu-
lations and well-wishes from 
U.S. senators and representa-
tives; the Texas Legislature; the 
Alaska governor, whose father 
also served in the FSSF; South-
ern Baptist entity and church 
representatives; military and 
veterans officials; and mem-
bers of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

At the culmination of the 

event, Whitley received a Spe-
cial Forces Tab and a Green 
Beret presented by Sgt. Justin 
Mayrant of the 19th Special 
Forces unit based in San An-
tonio, Texas. 

“I can't imagine me being 
this important to anyone,” 
Whitley said in the inter-
view. “It made me feel hum-
ble. And I still feel humbled 
by that award. It was a thing 
that I'd hoped I would see 
when I came back to America. 
It took it a long time ... and 
I thank God that people will 
get a chance to recognize that 
American soldiers out there 
– our servicemen – need our 
support. 

“And I'll tell you, they are 
worth every bit we can give 
them. And I thank God for 
them and thank God for every-
one who will support them.” 

Triplett, a retired Kraft 
Foods executive, had known 
Whitley for about a year before 
the Veterans Day event. 

When Whitley began at-
tending the men’s Sunday 
school class, Triplett and other 
veterans in the class learned 
that Whitley “had fought in 

the war” and “that he had a 
Bronze Star,” one of the mili-
tary’s top awards for meritori-
ous service. 

With Veterans Day ap-
proaching, Triplett said, “I 
thought this year it would be 
kind of neat to recognize Jesse. 
... So I met with his daughter, 
and she gave me some infor-
mation, a couple of pictures of 
some of the medals he had ob-
tained from the military. 

“As I began to see all this, 
I thought, this is a remark-
able individual,” Triplett said. 
“And so I began to dig more 
and more into it,” also learn-
ing that Whitley had been a 
pastor of Arkansas Baptist 
churches for 29 years and an 
interim pastor for 17 years. 

Despite putting “every-
thing I could” into contacting 
military and veterans organi-
zations on Whitley’s behalf, 
Triplett said, “I really didn't 
get too far.”

But the process picked up 
when Triplett contacted the 
office of U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz 
of Texas. Despite being in the 
middle of the reelection cam-
paign, “They took it under 

advisement and asked me for 
all the paperwork I had put 
together.” 

Over the next couple of 
weeks, with the help of Cruz’s 
office, the Department of the 
Army and Bill Woon, former 
executive director and histori-
an of the First Special Service 
Force Association, Whitley 
was approved to be recognized 
as an official Green Beret. 

The approval came through 
two days before Veterans Day, 
Triplett said. “That's how close 
this thing came.” 

Whitley’s daughter Cumb-
ie acknowledged, “It’s a great 
honor for his military service 
to be recognized. But it’s also 
wonderful to know all the 
people that have been min-
istered to under him and his  
ministry. 

“When my dad came home, 
he gave his heart to the minis-
try. He spent the rest of his life 
preaching Jesus and preaching 
salvation. And believe me, he’s 
a salvation preacher.

“He’s got a great military 
legacy, and it’s an honor,” 
Cumbie said. “Also, his legacy 
is watching people get saved.”
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Defending the unborn is the issue of our time 
confident that their chil-
dren would survive,” Kristof 
concluded, adding, “Let’s 
hit pause on our fears and 
frustrations and share a nano-
second of celebration at this 
backdrop of progress.”

At the same time – as we 
pause to ap-
plaud the 
progress that 
has improved 
the lives of 
many people 
living today – 

there remains a stain on the 
human condition that cannot 
be wiped out by social, tech-
nological or political progress 
and vividly illustrates our 
total depravity.

It’s legalized abortion.
While technological ad-

vances in medicine have 
erased any doubt that human 
life begins at conception, 
those in favor of abortion in 
our society many years ago de-
cided to turn the debate away 
from the obvious, to abortion 
being a basic human right 
revolving around a mother’s 
right to complete autonomy 
over her body – and some-
how, by proxy, the body of 
any unborn child inside her 
womb.

A sobering reminder of 
the immense toll of legalized 
abortion came to me — aptly 
— while I was visiting the Ho-
locaust Museum in Washing-
ton, D.C., several years ago.

At the museum there are 
numerous displays designed 
to connect visitors to the mil-
lions of innocent victims mur-
dered during the Holocaust. 

Among them are passport 
photos and photos of fami-
lies, but the most striking for 
me were items collected from 
people destined for the gas 
chamber. 

W hether it is a sexual 
abuse scandal, a polit-

ical impasse revolving around 
immigration laws, or a crime 
of various kinds, the daily 
news cycle can be depressing. 

However, as was pointed 
out by a New York Times 
columnist 
recently (yes, 
the newspaper 
can actually 
be worth read-
ing), we forget 
the fact that 
we live in some of the most 
amazing times in recorded 
history.

Nicholas Kristof of the 
Times lists some amazing sta-
tistics in, “Why 2018 Was the 
Best Year in Human History!”

Kristof, quoting statistics 
compiled by Max Roser of 
Oxford University, said the 
world’s population experi-
enced a better quality of life 
than ever in 2018, as nearly 
300,000 people gained access 
to electricity for the first time 
and another 300,000 people 
experienced access to clean 
drinking water for the first 
time. 

Other advancement in-
cluded: 

– More than 600,000 peo-
ple across the globe gained 
access to the Internet for the 
first time in their lives.

– Only 4 percent of chil-
dren worldwide now die 
before the age of five, down 
from 19 percent in 1960, and 
less than 10 percent of the 
world’s population lives in 
extreme poverty, down from 
more than 50 percent in the 
1950s.

“Never before has such 
a large portion of human-
ity been literate, enjoyed a 
middle-class cushion, lived 
such long lives . . . or been 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

There’s a room piled high 
with nothing but shoes. An-
other room includes personal 
items such as jewelry taken 
from victims. Yet another 
room includes teeth extracted 
for their gold fillings and 
crowns.

In contrast, 
the little body of 
an aborted baby 
leaves behind 
nothing of human 
value to most peo-
ple — other than 
perhaps those 
undertaking the 
illegal and barbaric practice of 
harvesting body parts or other 
tissue.

What that unborn baby 
does possess, however, is a 
soul, which is so precious to 

our Lord that He sacrificed 
His only Son on a cross.

If you have ever had any 
thoughts other than protect-
ing the life of the unborn, 
confess to the Lord your sin 
and commit to protect these 

precious souls 
with every ounce 
of your being for 
the remainder of 
your life.

The Psalmist 
wrote, “For you 
created my inmost 
being; you knit 
me together in 

my mother’s womb. I praise 
you because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know 
that full well” (Psa. 139:13-14, 
NIV).

God will hold accountable 
all individuals and all nations 
that destroy human life made 
in His image. I’ve often won-
dered if the social, ethnic and 
political divide in our own 
country could be part of His 
judgment on a nation that He 
has blessed so immensely.

Take a moment, pause and 
pray with me on Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday, Jan. 20, 
for the millions upon mil-
lions of defenseless lives being 
taken as a result of legalized 
abortion.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
to witness the end of legalized 
abortion in America in our 
lifetimes?

Tim Yarbrough is editor/ 
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Volume 118, Number 1
USPS08021

Member of the Association 
of State Baptist Publications
Arkansas Press Association

Evangelical Press Association
Baptist Communicators Association

Inform. Inspire. Involve.

Tim Yarbrough, editor/exec. director
Caleb Yarbrough, associate editor

Margaret Colson, writer/copy editor
Sarah Davis, staff writer

Barbara Vick, circulation coordinator
David Vick, strategist

Advertising: ads@arkansasbaptist.org 
Phone 501-376-4791, ext. 5161   

Toll-free 800-838-2272, ext. 5161 
Arkansas Baptist News (ISSN 1040-6056) is 

published bi-weekly except the last issue of 
the year (25 issues) by the Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, Inc., 10 Remington Drive, 

Little Rock, AR 72204. 
SUBSCRIPTION rates are $9.75 per year 

(Every Resident Family Plan or Group), $17 
per year (Individual). Arkansas Baptist News, 10 
Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204; 
phone 501-376-4791; toll-free 800-838-2272; 

email: abn@arkansasbaptist.org. Periodical 
Postage paid at Little Rock, AR. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Send Let-
ters to the Editor to tim@arkansasbaptist.
org or to our mailing address. Letters must 
be typed, doublespaced and 300 words or 
less (fewer words the better). Letters must be 
signed and marked “for publication” and may 
be edited to fit space requirements. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Arkansas Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, 

Little Rock, AR 72204. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Doug Hib-

bard, East End, president; Danny Allen, 
Rison, vice president; Glenda Riddle, Ash-
down, secretary;  Bob Beach, Little Rock; 
Steve Ellison, Mena; Rex Griffin, Elkins; ; 
Jennifer Booth, Little Rock; Carey Trickey, 
Judsonia; Mike McCoy, Hoxie; Mike Sheets, 
Texarkana; Mike Vinson, Corning; Lyndon 
Finney, Little Rock; Tommy Jacobs, Lexa; 
Larry Killian, Hampton.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 5   

serve at Williams. We must 
prioritize providing the re-
sources necessary to support 
this outstanding group of 
employees.

We plan to develop innova-
tive academic programs. We 
will explore graduate and 
undergraduate programs in 
fields such as health care, 

counseling, 
business, 
education 
and ministry. 
Building these 
academic 

programs will expand the 
influence and the ministry of 
WBU.

We will enrich the Chris-
tian university identity and 
culture at Williams. We desire 
a campus identity and cul-
ture befitting an outstanding 
Christ-centered university. 
Building on the pervasive 
Christian commitment that 
has always defined WBU, we 
will continue to bolster areas 
like student life, spiritual 
life, university traditions and 
school pride.

We plan to strengthen en-
rollment management and 
marketing functions. The best 

Our vision for the future
W hen the author of Ecclesiastes began his message 

with one of the most shocking taglines ever pro-
duced in a book, it’s no small wonder that many readers 
labeled him as a pessimist at best and a cynic at worst. His 
opening statement makes readers ask, “How can every-
thing be meaningless? Is life as pointless as he says?”  

 Although his declaration is memorable, the English 
translation is not rendered as accurately as it could be. The 
Hebrew word hebel can certainly be translated “vanity” 
(KJV) or “meaningless” (NIV), but its common definition 

is “vapor.” In his com-
mentary, Michael Eaton 
notes that the term hebel is 
multifaceted, and at least 
four nuances of the word 
are used throughout Eccle-

siastes: “brief,” “deceitful,” “futile” and “frail.”  
First, hebel means “brief.” Like the morning mist, what 

is present in life will someday vanish. Since no one re-
members the past generations, they also will be forgotten 
by those who follow them (Eccl. 1:11).  Life often moves so 
fast it can become a blur.

Second, hebel means “deceitful.” Whether it is knowl-
edge, pleasure, work, prosperity or fame, acquiring some 
of it is never enough (Eccl. 1:12–2:16). It is too easy to get 
sucked into a lifestyle which at the end produces nothing. 
It is understandable that the author of Ecclesiastes hated 
his own life; once he got all of the things he wanted, those 
things never really satisfied him. 

Third, hebel means “futile.” If the goal in life is to ac-
quire all one can, what is the end result? Eventually, it goes 
to someone who neither earned it nor deserves it (Eccl. 
2:18-19). The gains in this world, therefore, are ultimately 
useless; they are long on promise but short on delivery. 
Riches do not provide the security, freedom or comfort 
that one might expect (Eccl. 5:10-14).

Fourth, hebel means “frail.” The author knew that, when 
his readers died, they would have nothing (Eccl. 5:14). 
Since everyone would eventually meet the same fate of 
those who have already died, he urged his readers to enjoy 
their lives to the fullest (Eccl. 9:7-10).

Throughout the book, the author reminded his readers 
that the presence of God is their only hope; without God, 
life simply does not make sense. If they placed God in the 
center of their lives and their every activity, they would 
have purpose and meaning. Life is brief, deceitful, futile 
and frail; however, trusting God (especially when young) 
will provide great contentment (Eccl. 12:1ff).

When the writer of Ecclesiastes repeated the phrase at 
the end of the book (Eccl. 12:8), readers are no longer 
shocked. They are well aware that life only makes sense 
when they trust in God.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Send your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Why did the writer of Ecclesiastes declare  
that “Everything is meaningless” (Eccl. 1:2)?

Beautiful stories 

R enewing Minds, Trans-
forming Lives” is an apt 

description for both the past 
and the future of Williams 
Baptist University (WBU). 
It describes the past because 
of the transformative impact 
WBU has had on countless 
lives since 1941.

It describes the future 
because “Re-
newing Minds, 
Transform-
ing Lives” is 
the name of 
WBU’s new 
strategic vision. This plan, 
which came about through 
the collaborative work of 
administration, faculty and 
other members of the univer-
sity community, sets our goals 
and priorities at Williams for 
the next three to five years.

The strategic vision lists six 
broad goals for WBU over 
these next few years. With 
these targets before us, here 
are some of the things we 
hope to accomplish.

We want to enhance the 
quality of life for WBU 
employees. I am constantly 
amazed at the team of faculty 
and staff God has called to 

way to broaden the transfor-
mative influence of WBU is 
to market broadly and recruit 
effectively. As more students 
enroll at Williams, more lives 
can be impacted.

We aim to improve the 
infrastructure of our already 
beautiful campus. We will 
develop plans to meet the 
growing needs of WBU’s aca-
demic, athletic and fine arts 
programs, as well as residence 
facilities.

We plan to increase student 
support through endowed 
scholarships and innovative 
programs. We are well aware 
of the expenses families face 
when they send their children 
to college, and we are looking 
into some exciting new ways 
to help students meet those 
financial hurdles.

These goals will be our 
guiding lights each year as 
we set priorities and develop 
budgets. If you would like to 
read more, including our core 
values, check out the details 
at  williamsbu.edu/strategic-
vision.

Stan Norman is president of 
Williams Baptist University in 
Walnut Ridge.

kansas families. The need to 
strengthen, restore or recreate 
families in Arkansas is more 
pressing now than ever be-
fore. I am so excited to repre-
sent the mission of Arkansas 

Baptists in the 
frontline effort 
to accomplish 
this mission 
through Ar-
kansas Baptist 
Children’s 

Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes). Through this 
ministry, we get 
to celebrate some 
beautiful redemp-
tion stories all 
around the state. 

In this fast-paced 
world on a trajec-
tory of brokenness, 
I hope you get to 
take a little extra 
time this year to 
notice the beauty 
around you. There 
is much to enjoy 
in the Natural State, but 
don’t overlook the beautiful 
stories of redemption hap-

H ave the days of taking 
a Sunday afternoon 

stroll passed us by? In a world 
driven by technology and fu-
eled by stress, slowing down 
to notice the beauty around 
us seems to 
cause a set-
back. Unfor-
tunately, the 
effects of this 
driven culture 
are already 
becoming visible. 

Recent reports from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) indi-
cate that life expectancy in 
the U.S. is going down and 
suicide rates are at a 50-year 
high. In a world where heart 
surgery can be done as an 
outpatient procedure and 
information about even the 
rarest of diseases is available 
at our fingertips, these trends 
should be a wake-up call. Un-
fortunately, I believe the real 
casualty of this all-consuming 
culture is the family. 

I am so glad Arkansas Bap-
tists have not given up on Ar-

pening around you. Make 
the commitment this year to 
get to know our ministries. 
Whether it’s through counsel-
ing, family care, foster care, or 
family-style residential homes, 
you will see stories of Arkan-
sas families being strength-
ened, restored or made new. 

We would be delighted 
to have your involvement in 
this mission. God is doing 
great things through Arkan-
sas Baptists joined together 
for Arkansas families. Find 

out more about 
the ministries of 
ABCHomes at 
arkansasfamilies.
org. If you are in 
Little Rock, stop by 
our administrative 
office suite in the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
building and share 
your favorite story.

Derek Brown is 
executive director of 

Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes).

Letter to the Editor
The power of the last word

ABCHomes
Derek Brown

Williams Baptist 
University
Stan Norman

I have never liked an-
nouncements at the end of the 
service (“The power of the last 
word,” Eric Ramsey, Arkansas 
Baptist News, Nov. 15, 2018). 
Why not let us go home with 
the message and the stirring 
of the Holy Spirit still on our 
hearts and minds, uninter-

rupted by totally changing the 
mood and the subject from the 
sermon?  

It would be a simple thing 
to move the announcements 
to an earlier spot on the agen-
da.

Jodie Wyatt
Arkadelphia

Letters to the Editor: Send Letters to the Editor to tim@arkansasbaptist.org or to our mailing address. Letters 
must be typed, doublespaced and 300 words or less (fewer words, the better). Letters must be signed and marked “for 
publication” and may be edited to fit space requirements. 
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CASINO
be built within the city limits 
of Russellville or Pine Bluff, an 
additional letter of recommen-
dation from each city’s respec-
tive mayor is required.

In a letter sent to the Arkan-
sas Racing Commission dated 
Dec. 21, then-Pope County 
Judge Jim Ed Gibson pledged 
his support for Gulfside Ca-
sino Partnership of Gulfport, 
Miss., to build a 600-room, 
$254 million casino in Pope 
County. Following suit, on his 
last day in office Dec. 31, then-
Russellville Mayor Randy Hor-
ton submitted a similar letter 
of support for Gulfside Casino 
Partnership building a casino 
in Russellville, according to 
The (Russellville) Courier and 
Democrat-Gazette reports.

Both Gibson and Horton’s 
letters of recommendation for 
Gulfside Casino Partnership 
were made in their last hours 
in office. Gibson was a lame 
duck as he did not seek reelec-
tion in 2018, and Horton lost 
Russellville’s mayoral election 
in a December runoff, accord-
ing to the Democrat-Gazette.

Jim Knight, a member of 
First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, and president of Citizens 
for a Better Pope County, a 
political action committee 
formed before last year’s elec-
tions to combat Issue 4, filed 
a lawsuit against Gibson Dec. 
27 to invalidate his letter of 

recommendation, according 
to the Democrat-Gazette.

“It’s not a crime, but it was 
in violation of an ordinance 
that was in place,” Anna 
Stiritz, an attorney represent-
ing Knight, told the newspaper 
Dec. 29.

On Jan. 9 Arkansas Business 
reported that Gibson had filed 
a motion to dismiss Knight’s 
lawsuit.

During a standing-room-
only meeting of the Arkansas 
Racing Commission in which 
the public voiced opinions re-
garding the most recent draft 
of proposed rules for casinos 
approved through Amend-
ment 100 Jan. 10 in Little 
Rock, newly elected Pope 
County Judge Ben Cross and 
newly elected Russellville 
Mayor Richard Harris, ex-
pressed support for a change 
in the proposed casino rules, 
which, “requires that the  
letters of support come only 
from current office holders 
and only when accompanied 
by a casino license applica-
tion,” according to Democrat-
Gazette reports.

“This is a good step by 
members of the commission,” 
Cross said during the meet-
ing, according to the Democrat-
Gazette. “It certainly makes my 
position much more transpar-
ent.”

“There’s a level of confi-
dence that I believe the citi-
zens should be allowed to have 
in the process,” Harris said 
during the meeting, the Dem-
ocrat-Gazette reported. “I sup-

port the wording change and 
ask that you go forward with 
that at this time.”

The Arkansas Racing Com-
mission has until March 14 
to complete its casino rules. 
After the rules are complete, 
Amendment 100 requires that 
the proposed rules are adver-
tised “in a statewide newspa-
per for three days,” followed 
by “a 30-day public comment 
period,” according to the Dem-
ocrat-Gazette. A public hearing 
for comments is scheduled 
for Feb. 21; written and/or 
emailed comments will also be 
accepted.

Many Christians who have 
opposed the idea of casinos en-
tering Pope County since be-
fore Issue 4 was on the ballot 
have been taken aback by the 
actions of their local elected 
officials following the approv-
al of Issue 4, said Greg Sykes, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Russellville, and president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.

“To be honest, we’re all a 
bit in shock at each day’s new 
revelations. The level of pri-
vate meetings and discussions 
in which our local elected of-
ficials – including judges, may-
ors, Quorum Court members 
and even school district offi-
cials – have engaged in with 
one particular casino group 
out of Mississippi has been as-
tounding,” said Sykes. 

“We’re just digesting what’s 
happening and how swiftly it 
appears our local and county 
government has been influ-

enced by a powerful, out-of-
state entity,” he said.

“The idea that local officials 
and even taxpayer-funded indi-
viduals have no regard for the 
opinions of the local citizens is 
very discouraging,” said Sykes. 

“Nothing about this pro-
cess has met any kind of legal 
standard for open, honest 
dialogue or even a fair, demo-
cratic process – to call it what 
the state’s citizens approved 
on the November ballot is a 
laughable farce. This is one 
casino’s strong-armed attempt 
to manipulate one county and 
one city for their own financial 
interests. 

“If this is the new normal 
for the political process in 
Pope County, we’ll be the most 
corrupt community in the na-
tion in just a few months, and 
that’s before the casino is even 
built, if it’s ever built,” Sykes 
said.

Pope County’s voters made 
their opinion clear regard-
ing bringing a casino to their 
own backyard in November, 

said Knight. But the battle for 
their right to make the final 
decision on the outcome of 
Amendment 100 has taken on 
biblical proportions.

“This is a modern-day 
David and Goliath story,” 
Knight said in written com-
ments to the Arkansas Baptist 
News. “We continue to stand 
firm in the resolve that Pope 
County residents should de-
cide what’s best for them.  
They went to the polls and, 
with a nearly 70-30 percent 
decision, decided against the 
casino.

“Since then efforts have 
been made to circumvent 
the voters’ rights, but so far 
to date, we continue to build 
momentum. As of Jan. 11, the 
Racing Commission will only 
take letters of recommenda-
tion from the current elected 
officials,” said Knight.

“We have a long fight ahead 
of us but believe strongly in 
our cause,” he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Jimmy Allen, SBC pres. and ‘energetic dreamer,’ dies
BRUNSWICK, Ga. (BP) – 
Jimmy Allen, a former South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
president and entity leader 
known for his gregarious per-
sonality and engagement with 
cultural issues, died Jan. 8 in 
Brunswick, Ga. He was 91.

The last SBC president to 
serve before the convention’s 
conservative resurgence, Allen 
also was a confidant of Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter and once 
met with Ayatollah Khomeini 
during the Iran hostage crisis. 
Allen led the SBC’s Radio 
and Television Commission 
from 1980-90 and the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas’ 
Christian Life Commission 
from 1960-68.

During Allen’s 1968-80 pas-
torate of 9,000-member First 
Baptist Church in San Anto-
nio, Texas, the congregation 

was among the SBC’s baptism 
leaders and established a range 
of social ministries.

“He was the most energet-
ic dreamer I think I’ve ever 
known,” said Allen biographer 
Larry McSwain, a former dean 
and provost at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. 

“He was driven by a call 
from God as a young man that 
never left him, and he had a 
passion for people that shaped 
the kind of ministry he had 
throughout the many chapters 
of his life.”

A hallmark of Allen’s SBC 
presidency was Bold Mission 
Thrust, a convention-wide 
campaign adopted in 1978 
“to enable every person in the 
world to have the opportunity 
to hear and to respond to the 
gospel of Christ by the year 
2000.” Allen was among the 

campaign’s chief promoters.
Gender diversity marked 

Allen’s presidential appoint-
ments  and 
SBC program 
decisions. At 
his first annual 
meeting to pre-
side in 1978, a 
woman, Marian 
Grant, chaired 
the Program 
Committee and 
15 women were 
appointed to 
SBC commit-
tees, according 
to McSwain’s 
biography “Lov-
ing Beyond 
Your Theol-
ogy.” Five ad-
ditional women had program 
roles, including addresses by 
Coretta Scott King and Ruth 

Graham Bell.
Allen’s intense work ethic, 

McSwain said, led him to sleep 
only about four 
hours a night 
and consume 
“coffee by the 
gallon.” He 
“had met ev-
erybody, and 
he knew every-
body,” often 
calling pastors 
“Doc” when he 
couldn’t recall 
their names.

His engage-
ment with so-
cial issues in-
cluded efforts 
to battle racism 
and segregation 

during the Jim Crow era. Allen 
said in a 2008 interview his 
concern about racism began 

as a teenager when a confer-
ence at LifeWay’s Ridgecrest 
Conference Center led him to 
rethink prejudiced views.

“My sense is that the Bible 
itself is our authority and our 
mandate and that the Bible is 
very clear about God creating 
all men in His image,” Allen 
said in 2008. “And therefore 
there’s a mandate in God’s 
Word to oppose any kind of 
discrimination and racial prej-
udice.”

Allen’s advocacy of ra-
cial justice brought so many 
threats to his family that he 
and his wife Wanda estab-
lished a secret pattern of rings 
for their home telephone to 
let their children know a par-
ent was calling rather than a 
white supremacist with a death 
threat, McSwain said in a 2008 
interview.

Former SBC President Jimmy Allen, 
pictured here at a press confer-
ence during the 1978 SBC Annual 
Meeting, was remembered as 
“driven” and an “energetic dreamer.” 
SBHLA photo
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D.A. Horton featured speaker at Lead/Defend

Lead/Defend topic: Becoming a Christ-centered adult
Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN
     
LITTLE ROCK – For the next 
generation, transitioning to 
adulthood is challenging – 
whether it be interviewing for 
a job, keeping a job or raising 
a family. 

On March 2, high school 
students, college students 
and young professionals will 
find help on how to succeed 
in adulthood at the Lead/De-
fend Conference sponsored by 
college and young leaders team 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC). Three 
breakout session leaders will 
challenge these young adults 
to defend their faith in an in-

creasingly secular culture and 
to center their future careers 
and families on biblical prin-
ciples. 

Since many young adults 
were not raised in Christian 
homes, they have no role mod-
els to follow on how to rear 
godly children, said Emily 
Smith, children’s ministry spe-
cialist with the ABSC evange-
lism and church health team. 

“Church and spiritual mat-
ters are becoming less of a pri-
ority for families,” she said. 
Smith wants to change that 
fact with her breakout session, 
“Teaching a Biblical World-
view to Children in a Shifting 
Culture.”  

The session is designed to 

answer questions like, “What 
exactly is a biblical worldview?” 
and “Why is it important to 
teach it to children?” By ad-
dressing future parents, Smith 
will emphasize the importance 
of raising up a child in the 
faith as early as possible. 

“A child’s character/person-
ality is developed by the time 
they are two years old, and 
an individual’s moral founda-
tion is formed by age nine,” 
she said. “If parents start in 
the early years demonstrating 
and teaching a Christ-centered 
environment, it will make the 
more challenging years easier 
because a biblical standard has 
already been set.”  

Intentional Christian 
parenting yields results, she 
added. 

“In order to make a true im-
pact on the spiritual develop-
ment of a child, you have to 
make an impact on the home.”   

In today’s shifting culture, 
parents sometime neglect to 
teach more than just spiritual 
training.

“Many young adults are 
launching into adulthood ill-
prepared for the pressures of 
the real world,” said breakout 
session leader Josh Burnette, 

a Little Rock businessman 
who employs more than 100 
people. 

The Chick-fil-A owner also 
co-wrote a book “Adulting101: 
#Wisdom4Life,” the topic of 
his session. 

“Adulting 101 was written 
to help with that transition 
that everyone will have to face 
at some point in their lives,” 
said Burnette. “Challenges in-
clude finances, buying a car, 
moving out, relationships, 
time management and success 
in the workplace.” 

Burnette said he will talk 
through a top 10 list of what 
students need to know be-
fore they leave school. A few 
examples include the dangers 
of credit cards, how to find 
mentors, and how to budget. 
As a Christian leader, Burnette 
sees his role as an encourager, 
someone who comes alongside 
others. 

“This generation is incred-
ible because they want to 
change the world,” he said. 
“I want to help eliminate the 
easy, early mistakes that so 
many of us make coming out 
of school.”  

Many graduates make an 
early mistake by fumbling the 

all-important job interview, 
said Greg Addison, ABSC 
associate executive director. 
Companies target young peo-
ple to  intentionally hire them 
because “they bring a lot to the 
table in an organization.” 

He said potential workers 
right out of college not only 
lack interview skills, but also 
neglect to research a company 
before applying.

“It’s astounding how under-
prepared students are for the 
big challenges,” said Addison 
who put the blame on the lack 
of training in school about life 
after school.  

“Someone should be speak-
ing to this. They need equip-
ping that helps them to flour-
ish,” he said. 

Addison will get his chance 
at the breakout session as he 
speaks on preparing for a ca-
reer in the marketplace. 

“My kids recently got out of 
school,” Addison said. “I be-
lieve in that generation; I have 
a love for them. I want them to 
succeed.”  

Lisa Falknor is a writer for the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion college and young leaders 
team and a correspondent for the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

LITTLE ROCK – Author 
and church planter D.A. 
Horton is the featured 
speaker at the Lead/Defend 
apologetics and leadership 
conference set to be held 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
March 2 at Imman-
uel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock.

The annual, one-
day event is spon-
sored by the college 
and young leaders 
team of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State 
Convention. 

Horton, who boldly 
speaks out on cultural hot 
topics and how they relate 
to God’s Word, is featured 
on more than 100 videos on 
YouTube such as “The Gos-
pel and Hip-Hop,” “Race 
and Missions: A Conversa-
tion,” “Apologetics in an 
Urban Setting” and “How 
Should a Church Engage in 
Politics?”

Horton is lead pastor at 
Reach Fellowship Church, 

a California church plant, and 
has served as chief evangelist 
for Urban Youth Workers In-
stitute. He is the author of six 
books, including “Enter the 
Ring: Fighting Together for a 

Gospel-Saturated Mar-
riage,” which he co-au-
thored with his wife of 
14 years, Elicia.

“I’m excited to hear 
D.A. Horton because I 
know what he teaches 
and what he preaches,” 
said Lee Woodmansee, 
campus minister at the 

University of Arkansas in Fort 
Smith, who heard Horton 
speak last year at the annual 
meeting of Concord Baptist 
Association on the topic of 
ethnic conciliation. 

“His style of preaching is ex-
tremely relatable.”

Jared Farley, campus min-
ister at Henderson State Uni-
versity, added, “(Horton) is a 
strong voice in the evangelical 
world and he has a wealth of 
experience planting churches 
and sharing the gospel in 

urban contexts.
“Another unique thing 

about D.A. is his presence 
in the hip-hop world,” Farley 
continued. “He often uses 
rap as a way to connect the 
gospel with people who are 
far from God.”

Horton joins “an already 
impressive line-up of former 
Lead/Defend main speak-
ers,” said Farley. 

“There is a buzz about 
Lead/Defend already be-
cause each year the event has 
been elevated to a new stan-
dard,” he said. “D.A. will 
add to this effect because he 
is such a unique and talent-
ed speaker.” 

The Lead/Defend con-
ference is designed to chal-
lenge high school students, 
college students and young 
professionals to grow deeper 
in their faith by engaging 
their culture, defending the 
gospel and holding to Christ 
through life’s transitions. 

For more information 
visit leaddefend.org.

Horton
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries

evangelistsammoore.com
479-381-1170 • sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Bro. Sam is a red-headed and hot-hearted Gospel preacher. When Sam preaches, folks get saved!  Sam is a member of our church and 
serves as our church evangelist. I have worked with Sam for many years and I have known him as a fellow pastor, evangelist, hunting 
buddy, and as one of my best friends. I highly recommend Bro. Sam and know that he will be a blessing to any church.

– Phillip W. Smith, Senior Pastor,  
First Baptist Church, Bentonville

Bro. Sam preached a Sunday-Wednesday revival for our church in 
the fall of 2018. He was pleasant to work with, attendance was 
strong every night, people came forward to be saved in every 
service, and I got to baptize 15 in the month that followed. My 
favorite sermon he preached was “Almost persuaded… Is 100% 
Lost” – Just about the best evangelistic sermon I have ever heard.

– Gregg Greenway, Pastor, 
Southside Baptist Church, Stuttgart

Bro. Sam is a “God – called” evangelist and he is dedicated to  
preaching the gospel message from the pulpit or wherever he is. 
Seeing souls saved by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is his main 
concern and he goes about it with enthusiasm and energy. I am 
proud to call him my friend and brother in Christ and I highly  
recommend him to any church.

– Dr. Charles Morgan, Pastor,  
First Baptist Church, Mammoth Springs

as ‘War Room,’ ‘Courageous’ 
and ‘Fireproof’) and Paul Chit-
wood, the new president of the 
International Mission Board. 
We will also devote a portion 
of Tuesday morning to a focus 
on reaching the next genera-
tion, hearing messages from 
Brad Lewter (Grand Avenue 
Baptist, Fort Smith) and Luke 
Harper (Cross Church, Fay-

etteville),” said Marcus Brown, 
team leader of the ABSC 
evangelism and church health 
team.

“In years past, the Lord has 
used this gathering to encour-
age and challenge us, as Arkan-
sas Baptists, to reach the state 
for Christ. I am praying that 
as we come together later this 
month He will meet with us 
again,” Brown said.

The Prayer Leaders Work-
shop 2019 will take place from 
9-11:30 a.m., Monday, Jan. 28, 
prior to the start of ECON. 
The workshop, led by Kend-

rick, is for individuals who are 
prayer leaders in their families, 
churches and communities.

From noon-1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, several work-
shops will be held during 
lunch for specific ministerial 
positions, including pastors, 
ministers’ wives, preschool and 
children’s ministers, student 
pastors and worship leaders. 

Registration is not required 
to attend ECON, but it is re-
quired to attend Tuesday’s 
workshops. To register for a 
workshop or for lodging infor-
mation, visit absc.org/events.

continued from page one

ECON

Blood, Moore discuss effective evangelism methods
HOW IS EVANGELISM car-
ried out effectively today?

The Arkansas Baptist News  
(ABN) asked that question re-
cently to two evan-
gelists, releasing 
two new podcasts 
specifically focus-
ing on personal 
and mass evange-
lism.

In ABN Podcast 
91, host Bill Bump-
as interviewed Ar-
kansas vocational 
evangelist C.W. 
Blood on the topic of personal 
evangelism. Blood, a member 
of Trinity Baptist Church in 
Searcy, said that many Chris-

tians have a desire to share 
their faith but fears hinder 
their doing so. To overcome 
those fears, he said it’s impor-

tant for Christians 
to understand that 
if people reject the 
gospel message, 
“They are not re-
jecting you; they 
are rejecting Jesus.” 
Continue to love 
those who reject 
the gospel, he said, 
and “Don’t take it 
personally” if the 

rejection comes.
Blood explained that train-

ing and a “predetermined 
commitment” to share the 

gospel are vital for Christians 
to follow through in personal 
evangelism. His first two tips 
for witnessing seem natural, 
but they are tremendously ef-
fective, he said. First, approach 
a person with a smile; second, 
say, “Hello.” When he does 
those two simple things, he 
said, he has never had some-
one not respond to him in a 
friendly manner. 

Finding opportunities to 
share the gospel might come 
in many ways. One way that 
often leads to a spiritual con-
versation is to ask servers at 
restaurants for prayer requests. 
Blood has also been able to 
use Facebook to share a gos-

pel message, and the person 
he was communicating with 
made a profession of faith. 
Beyond social media, look at 
your circle of friends. “If you 
don’t have any lost friends, 

you need to make some more 
friends,” Blood said. 

Sharing a personal testimo-
ny is also an effective way to 

See METHODS page 9

Listen to interviews 
with C.W. Blood and 

Sam Moore at  
arkansasbaptist.org/podcast

Evangelist C.W. Blood (center), shares the gospel in Terrytown, Neb.
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share the gospel. “No one can 
dispute what God has done in 
your life,” Blood said. 

As Blood looks at all that 
Jesus has done for him, he 
said, “The greater question for 
me is, ‘How can I not share the 
gospel?’”

In ABN Podcast 92, 
Bumpas interviewed 
Arkansas vocational 
evangelist Sam Moore 
on the topic of mass 
evangelism. Moore, a 
member of First Bap-
tist Church, Benton-
ville, believes, “Mass 
evangelism is still very 
effective in reaching 
lost people.” When 
some people think of 
mass evangelism, they 
automatically recall 
Billy Graham cru-
sades from days gone by. But, 
mass evangelism can mean 
more than that.

Today, mass evangelism can 
occur as churches host evan-
gelistically focused revivals 
within the church facility. Or, 

continued from page 8
METHODS churches may go outside their 

doors and off their property to 
host crusades in tents, rodeo 
arenas, fairgrounds, schools, 
city parks and other places. 

Many people who attend 
crusades held in settings 
other than churches probably 
wouldn’t have been reached 
otherwise, Moore believes.

Moore recalled one confer-
ence he led in a new church in 
South Dakota that was meet-

ing in a hotel. The conference 
was focused on apologetics 
with an evangelistic empha-
sis, answering such questions 
as “What if the Bible is true?” 
“What if there is a hell?” and 
“What if there’s only one way 

to heaven?” 
Another time Moore met 

with a high school football 
team following a practice. The 
coach had asked him to give 
a short evangelistic message. 
Eighteen of about 30 players 
made professions of faith.  

Wild game dinners are also 
“a great way to reach hunters 
and outdoorsmen,” Moore 
said.

Whatever type of mass evan-
gelism event is planned, 
preparation and prayer 
are key ingredients to 
success, Moore said. 
That “prepares the 
ground. God moves the 
most where the ground 
is prepared,” he said. 

Following mass evan-
gelism events, immedi-
ate follow-up and disci-
pleship are vital to help 
new Christians grow in 
their faith.

For more informa-
tion about Blood, visit 

his website at fishingformen.
com. For more information 
about Moore, visit his website 
at evangelistsammoore.com. 

To hear the podcasts in 
their entirety, go to arkansas-
baptist.org/abn-podcast.

“Mass evangelism is still very effective in reaching lost people,” says Bentonville 
evangelist Sam Moore (above), adding, many people who attend crusades held 
in settings other than churches, probably wouldn’t have been reached otherwise. 
Below, Moore speaks at Bucks, Ducks and Faith, an event held at Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church, Black Rock, in 2017.

ATTENTION
EVANGELISTS!

  
ABN classifieds

and display 
advertising helps get 

your message out!
 

Call 501-376-4791
ext. 5161 or

 
ads@arkansasbaptist.org 

for more information
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Ouachita reports 99 percent placement 
rate for most recent graduating class
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita 
Baptist University announced 
Jan. 4 that 99 percent of the re-
cent graduating class is either 
employed in some capacity or 
attending graduate or profes-
sional school. That number ex-
ceeds the national average for 
colleges and universities 
by 15 percent. 

The results are based 
on Ouachita’s Senior 
Survey, relying on stan-
dards established by the Na-
tional Association of Colleges 
and Employers (NACE). In the 
survey, graduates fall into one 
of the following categories: 
full-time employment, gradu-
ate or professional school, 
part-time employment, and 
still seeking employment. 

The timeline established by 
NACE for collection and re-
porting of employment data is 
December 31 of each year. 

The results generate a “ca-
reer outcomes rate,” some-
times called a placement rate. 
Ouachita’s rate of 99 percent 
compares to a national average 
of 84 percent. More than 80 
percent of Ouachita’s recent 
graduating class completed the 
survey compared to a national 
average of 64.5 percent. 

“I am very proud of our 
graduates,” said Rachel Rob-
erts, Ouachita’s director of 
career and calling. “Employers 
continue to express how well-
prepared Ouachita students 
are, both in their approach to 
the job search and for on-the-

job responsibilities. They are 
well-rounded employees with 
excellent relational and tech-
nical skills, integrity and work 
ethic.” 

Of the recent Ouachita 
graduates, 43 percent report 
attending graduate or profes-
sional school, which is the 
highest in recent history. 

“Ouachi -
ta’s  com-
mitment to 
strong career 
outcomes for 
our graduates 
has led us to 
start a new 
bachelor’s de-
gree in nurs-
ing, explore 
new graduate 
programs and 

strengthen key partnerships 
with those who will employ 
our graduates in the future,” 
said Ben Sells, Ouachita presi-
dent. “Ouachita is rising to an-
ticipate, innovate and achieve 
so that the students of today 
will be able to rise to the chal-

lenges and opportunities 
of tomorrow.” 

Sells said that this 
success indicates that 
Ouachita students are 

able to graduate “doubt-free.” 
“They know what they want 

in their careers, and employers 
and graduate schools seek our 
graduates in greater numbers 
because of the faith, scholar-
ship, growth, character and 
community that an education 
from Ouachita imparts,” he 
said.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – As 
churches become aware of 
potential safety issues, more 
are signing up for back-
ground check services through  
LifeWay’s OneSource pro-
gram. 

“The numbers have in-
creased dramatically since we 
began our relationship with 
backgroundchecks.com,” said 

LifeWay’s Jennie Morris. 
According to Morris, 

around half of checks return 
some type of offense. Most 
are only for minor incidents, 
but historically, close to two in 
10 discover a misdemeanor or 
more serious crime. 

Churches have begun to rec-
ognize how pervasive abuse in 
churches can be.

Churches do more background checks
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Roberts hired as ABSC’s assistant missions team leader
LITTLE ROCK – Sam Rob-
erts, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart, and 
former president of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC), has been hired 

as assistant team leader of the 
ABSC missions team. Roberts 
began his duties Jan. 14. 

Bob Harper, team leader of 
the ABSC missions team, said 
the following about Roberts: 

“(We are) delighted to wel-
come Dr. Sam Roberts to help 
impact lostness statewide and 
globally through missions en-
deavors. Dr. Sam has served 
Arkansas Baptists in many dif-

ferent lead-
ership ca-
pacities and 
has a proven 
track record 
of sharing 
his heart for 
m i s s i o n s . 
His pri-
mary role 
on the missions team will be 
community ministries as well 
as serving as the assistant team 
leader. 

“Sam’s warm personality 
and wealth of pastoral experi-
ence will serve all of us as Ar-
kansas Baptists well in leading 
us to new heights in mission 
work. He has proven himself 
to be a leader among lead-
ers, especially in leading the 

Roberts

Crossword key,  
see crossword page 15

church to be involved in mis-
sions.

“We are very grateful to 
have Dr. Sam join us for mis-
sions ministry across the 
state.”
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FBC Kennett, Missouri, is prayerfully seeking 
full-time senior pastor. The church located 
in southeast Missouri has the following mission 
statement: “Loving God. Sharing Jesus. Serving 
People.” If God is leading you to a new minis-
try, send resume to fbckpastorseek@gmail.com 
or mail to: FBC-Kennett, 300 St. Francis Street, 
Kennett, MO 63857. Resumes due by 03/01/19.

FBC in Senath, MO (www.senathfirstbaptist.
org) is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Box 177, Senath, MO, 63876 or 
by email to fbcsenath@gmail.com.

Faith Southern Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Submit applications 
to P.O. Box 273, Huntsville, AR 72740. Applica-
tions will be accepted through March 1, 2019. 
For more information, contact 479-738-2487.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church in Maynard, AR, 
is seeking a pastor. Send resumes and refer-
ences to: David Byers, 1340 Legate Road, May-
nard, AR 72444.

Elmwood Baptist Church is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to Pas-
tor Search Committee, Elmwood Baptist 
Church, 6591 Prairie View Road, Harrison, AR 
72601.

Clear Lake Baptist Church in Blytheville, Ar-
kansas is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
prayerfully consider this before you apply: our 
church earnestly desires a man who is called 

senior pastor. Mail resume to the Pas-
tor Search Committee, 45 Heber Springs 
Rd., Heber Springs, AR 72543, or go online 
to www.mountaintopcowboychurch.com and 
click on “Pastor Search” for more information.

We are in the process of accepting resumes 
for a new associational missionary for Cal-
vary Baptist Association. You may mail a resume 
to P.O. Box 1030, Judsonia, AR 72081 or email it 
to calvarybaptistassociation@gmail.com.

Glendale Baptist Church, Booneville, is seek-
ing a full-time minister to students. To 
inquire further or submit a resume, email stu.
min@glendalebc.org.

Judsonia FBC is in search of a full-time 
pastor of youth/education director; 
salary set at $50,000. Please send resumes to 
fbcjud@gmail.com or call (501) 729-3336.

Viola First Baptist Church is searching for a 
full-time youth director. For more infor-
mation, please contact “Youth Pastor Search 
Committee” either by text [870-321-1892], 
by email [wlring70@yahoo.com], or by mail  
PO Box 295, Viola, AR 72583.

South Side Baptist Church, Damascus, AR, 
is seeking a part-time youth leader. Send 
resume to ssbc0809@gmail.com or 153 Sulphur 
Rd, Damascus, AR 72039.

Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock, AR, is seeking a part-time associate 

youth minister. Please send resumes to 
jobs@chbcnlr.com or visit chbcnlr.com.

Worship leader for Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff. Position is Sunday only to 
lead worship and work with choir/play instru-
ment would be a preference. Music is traditional 
hymns/blended chorus. Honorarium each week 
plus mileage at .54 cents a mile. Email DonTay-
lor@TwinOaksHome.org or call 972-400-0996.

Maple Avenue Baptist Church of Smack-
over, AR, is seeking a P/T student minis-
ter. If interested, please call 870-310-5508 or 
email benmc@mapleavenuebc.com.

Woodland Heights, Conway is seeking a 
full-time student pastor for 7th-12th 
grades. Looking for a strong leader to reach 
students and equip them for ministry. Expe-
rience and a theology degree preferred. Send 
resume to resumes@whbcconway.org.

Seeking associational missionary for 
Little River Baptist Association due to retire-
ment of our AM of 27 years, Don Jones. Submit 
resume to Search Committee, P.O. Box 965, 
Nashville, AR 71852.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of students 
with some associate pastor responsibilities. 
Please send resumes to: Search Committee, Eb-
enezer Baptist Church, 1942 N. Wyatt Drive, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational youth pastor. Send 
resume to: smbcsecretary@windstream.net or 

PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.
Farmington First is seeking a full-time stu-

dent minister for established youth ministry. 
Looking for someone to take students deeper 
in the faith and equip them to reach others. 
Experience and a theology degree preferred 
but not required. Send resume to personnel@
farmingtonfirst.com.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, 
to minister to children and young families. 
Send resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main 
St., Henderson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@
thefbc.org.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC, Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

Affordable, beach side condos. Gulf-
Shores and Orange Beach, Alabama. Rent direct 
from Christian family owners. Lowest prices on 
the beach. www.gulfshorescondos.com. Call 
251-656-4935, 251-752-2366 or 205-556-
0368.

to the ministry of church growth. Candidates 
should email complete resumes to: office@
clearlakechurch.org.

Bigelow Baptist Church, Bigelow, AR, is 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resumes to brandonrakridge@gmail.com.

Fair Park Baptist Church is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes by 
January 31st to FPBC Pastor Search, 801 East 
16th St., Russellville, AR 72801.

Hamburg First Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor.  Please send re-
sume to First Baptist Church Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 203 E. Parker St., Hamburg, AR  71646 
or email to fbchbg.office@gmail.com. For more 
information, you may call the church office at 
870-853-5520.

First Baptist Church, Hector, is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Send resume to 801 East 
16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or email: 
arvba@suddenlink.net.

East Side Baptist Church, Paragould, AR, is 
seeking a full-time senior pastor. Please 
mail resumes to: Pastor Search Committee, East 
Side Baptist Church, 529 E. Court Street, Para-
gould, AR 72450, or mail resumes to: brichey@
connect2eastside.com. You may also include a 
sermon DVD or a link to a sermon video/audio.

Victory Baptist Church, Back Gate, AR, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumes to: pastorsearch@vbcbackgate.com.

Mountain Top Cowboy Church, Heber 
Springs, is searching for a full-time 

PASTOR
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held Dec. 18 at Turpin Funer-
al Home Chapel followed by a 
burial in Frazier Cemetery.

Charlie William Belknap, 
85, formerly 
of Monticello, 
died Jan. 3 in 
Car tersvi l le , 
Ga.

B e l k n a p 
served as a 
minister for 

11 years, superintendent of 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Home (ABCH) for 18 years 
and mental health counselor 
for Delta Counseling for 25 
years. 

He was preceded in death 

Obituaries Tim Moore is now serving as 
pastor at Lamar Baptist Church. 

Joe Evans Cassady, 85, of 
Pine Bluff, died Dec. 9.

An Army veteran, he 
worked as a band director for 
several high schools in Hamp-
ton, Helena and White Hall. 
He later opened his own piano 
tuning business. 

Cassady also served as 
music director at First Baptist 
Church of Hampton and Zion 
Baptist Church of Fordyce. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and wife.

Cassady is survived by his 
two children, four grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild.

A memorial service was 
held Dec. 12 at Ralph Robin-
son and Son Funeral Home.

James “Jimmy” Hobbs, 65, 
of Stuttgart, died Dec. 14. 

An ordained minister, 
Hobbs pastored Aberdeen 
Baptist Church. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and two broth-
ers.

Hobbs is survived by his 
wife, one son, two daughters, 
four grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren and six 
sisters.

A memorial service was 

On the move

Dennis Smith celebrated 
his 30th year as associate pas-
tor for education and adminis-
tration at First Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, Jan. 1. 

Milestones

by his parents, wife and two 
brothers. 

Belknap is survived by two 
sons, a daughter, seven grand-
children and two great-grand-
children. 

A memorial service was 
held Jan. 13 at Heritage Bap-
tist Church in Cartersville. A 
memorial service will also be 
held in Monticello in June to 
coordinate with the ABCH an-
niversary celebration. 

David McCord, associa-
tional missionary for Calvary 
Baptist Association, Judsonia, 
is the new pastor of Crosby 
Baptist Church, Searcy. Mc-
Cord’s last day with the asso-
ciation is Feb. 28. McCord is 
past president of the Arkansas 
Baptist News Board of Direc-
tors.

Robert Black is now serv-
ing as pastor at Kingsland First 
Baptist Church.

Ken Jerome is now serv-
ing as pastor at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Texarkana.  

Santiago Albuja is now serv-
ing as pastor at Iglesia Bautista 
Betel in Clarksville. 
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On Jan. 22, 1973, the United States 
Supreme Court legalized abortion. Since 
that date more than 61 million surgical 
abortions have been performed in the 
United States. The Pharmacists for Life 
Organization estimates that 250 million 
chemically induced abortions have been 
performed. If this wasn’t bad enough, 
today abortion is being masqueraded 
in popular culture as a women’s health 
issue.

President Ronald 
Reagan issued a proc-
lamation on Jan. 13, 
1984, designating 
Jan. 22 as the first 
National Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday. 
On that date I was 
part of a neonatal transport team trans-
porting a very sick premature baby to our 
hospital. We used every means available 
to save that tiny life. Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday is the day we celebrate God’s 
gift of life and commemorate the many 
lives lost to abortion. The church com-
mits itself to protecting life at every stage.

We are made in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:27). This image, or likeness, in-
cludes things like personality, aesthetic 
appreciation, authority, morality and spir-

itual qualities that both God and man-
kind share that we don’t share with the 
animal kingdom. Since we share in the 
likeness of God, we can have a relation-
ship with Him. We are able to interact 
with God and worship Him.  

After the flood, God established a 
covenant with Noah, which included 
God placing value on life. In Genesis 
9:4-6, God introduced capital punish-
ment as an element of societal govern-

ment. This punish-
ment was to serve as 
a deterrent because 
man was created in 
God’s image. War-
ren Wiersbe said, 
“To murder some-
one is to extinguish 

a revelation of God and to display con-
tempt for God who has made mankind 
with the highest value in all of creation.” 
Jesus broadened this command to in-
clude wrongful anger, which could liter-
ally lead to murder (Matt. 5:21-22).  

As believers we are to demonstrate 
respect for all individuals regardless of 
what stage of life they are in. We are to 
show respect for all people because all 
people, all mankind, bear the image of 
God.

ruler because of their fear of God (Ex. 
1:17, 21). This is the first recorded in-
stance of civil disobedience, which is re-
fusing to obey an evil manmade law for 
the higher law of God. Pharaoh was furi-
ous and commanded all male Hebrew 
children be thrown in the Nile. Moses’ 
mother placed him in a basket and sent 
him down the Nile. Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter took pity on the Hebrew child she 
found in a basket floating in the Nile.  

Warren Wiersbe 
said, “God used 
a baby’s tears 
to control the 
heart of a pow-
erful princess, 
and He used 
Miriam’s words 
to arrange for 

the baby’s mother to raise the boy and 
get paid for it.”  God was raising up a 
deliverer right under Pharaoh’s nose. 

It is easy to value people who con-
tribute to our lives; it is much harder 
to value people who do not or those 
whom we do not often recognize. Society 
often devalues and casts aside the un-
born, the elderly and the handicapped.  
God wants us to value, protect and pre-
serve all lives.

Assurance is something we cultivate 
that grows deeper and stronger over time. 
John Newton said, “We are never more 
safe, never have more reason to accept 
the Lord’s help, than when we are most 
sensible that we can do nothing without 
Him.” For Newton, assurance had its 
foundation in the very faithfulness of the 
Lord but also required man’s faithfulness 
as well.

Genesis 34 is full of lust, murder, de-
ceit and wretched-
ness, and the bib-
lical chapter does 
not mention God 
at all. In Genesis 
35, Jacob was being 
obedient, growing 
spiritually and having assurance. Jacob 
had promised God if he returned safe-
ly, “The LORD will be my God” (Gen. 
28:21). God told Jacob to settle in Bethel 
and build an altar.   

In preparation to go to Bethel, Jacob 
called for his family to purify themselves. 
They were to get rid of their idols that 
represented foreign gods. He told them 
to change their clothes. This represented 
repentance and purification. They also 
gave up their earrings, which Jacob bur-

ied under an oak tree at Shechem.  
Jacob led his family to Bethel under 

the protection of the Lord. He built an 
altar, calling the place “God of Bethel” 
(Gen. 35:7). This is a picture of Jacob’s 
obedience to God. God blessed Jacob 
and reminded him of some things. He 
reaffirmed his name change. God also re-
affirmed the covenant that He had made 
with Abraham and Isaac. God reminded 
Jacob of His promises.  Jacob had assur-

ance because God 
had been faithful.

Jacob treasured 
God’s promises. 
He set up a mark-
er, poured a drink 
offering on it, 

anointed it with oil and named the place 
Bethel (Gen. 35:14-15). Bethel was a con-
crete reminder that God had touched 
Jacob’s life.  

As believers we need to remove any-
thing that compromises our devotion to 
the Lord; we need to be obedient to the 
Lord’s directives, remembering that He 
is always faithful to keep His promises. 
This should cause us to respond in wor-
ship and service. All these things help us 
cultivate assurance in our lives.

St. Augustine said we all have a “God-
shaped vacuum,” which only God can 
fill.  William Cowper found this to be 
true in his life. He had great bouts of de-
pression and was admitted to an insane 
asylum. He tried to commit suicide on 
several different occasions. A doctor gave 
him a Bible; he read it, and it changed 
his life. Cowper was converted and went 
into the ministry. He wrote the hymns, 
“God Moves in a 
Mysterious Way” 
and “There is a 
Fountain Filled 
with Blood.” He 
still struggled 
to the point of 
wanting to take 
his own life. Yet, depression also drove 
him to desire God more deeply. He even-
tually overcame his depression through 
trusting in God.

Life circumstances can get us all down. 
We get the blues, but this usually doesn’t 
last long. However, life and circum-
stances often get us down to the point of 
clinical depression.  Clinical depression 
requires medical attention and does not 
reflect a lack of trust in God.  

The Psalmist experienced painful tri-

als that drove him to God. The cause 
of his depression was spiritual drought. 
He thirsted and longed for God. He de-
sired to feel God’s presence. He asked, 
“Where can I come and appear before 
God?” (Psa. 42:2). His enemies taunted 
him by asking, “Where is your God?” 
(Psa. 42:3). Being away from home deep-
ened his depression (Psa. 42:6). Psalm 
42:7 is figurative of his soul being over-

whelmed by his 
predicament . 
He knew God’s 
love was uncon-
ditional, and he 
knew God was 
present even 
when he didn’t 

feel His presence (Psa. 42:8).
The Psalmist knew God would guide 

him back to Jerusalem (Psa. 43:3). He 
would worship and praise God with the 
lyre (Psa. 43:4). He asked himself why 
he was so depressed and in turmoil (Psa. 
43:5). He advised himself, “Put your 
hope in God, for I will still praise Him, 
my Savior and my God” (Psa. 43:5). This 
is exactly what William Cowper did. It is 
exactly what we should do when we are 
overwhelmed by life circumstances.

A study of world history will reveal 
that human life has been an expendable 
commodity in the clash of social and po-
litical ideologies, the struggle for power 
and international conflicts.  When we 
don’t have the proper view of life, we 
don’t apply the proper value to life. Life 
is a gift from God we are to protect and 
preserve.

The Israelites were originally refu-
gees in Egypt and looked upon favor-
ably because of 
Joseph. How-
ever, there was 
a new Pharaoh 
who “had not 
known Joseph” 
(Ex. 1:8). Under 
Pharaoh, the 
Israelites were 
discriminated against, and their stand-
ing changed from immigrants to slaves. 
Pharaoh saw their growing number as 
a threat. He imposed a state-sponsored 
genocide that demanded the killing of 
all male Hebrew babies. Herod would 
impose a similar genocide to rid his king-
dom of Jesus (Matt. 2:16). If Pharaoh’s 
plan had succeeded, he would have en-
tirely wiped out the Hebrew people.  

The midwives didn’t listen to their 

When life is expendable
Exodus 1:16-17, 22–2:9 (HCsB)

BiBle StudieS for life
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Protect and serve
GEnEsis 1:27; 9:1-7; Matt. 5:21-22 (HCsB)

explore the BiBle

When circumstances overwhelm
PsalM 42:1-3, 6-8; 43:3-5 (HCsB)
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Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist and EEG technician at St. Mary’s Regional Health System in Russellville. 
He is involved in medical research, determining antibiotic resistance in tuberculosis. Nash leads a small group and is 
involved in many ministries at Second Baptist Church, Conway. He has attended several universities and seminaries, 
including Williams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. His degrees include a bachelor 
of arts in Christian ministries, master of arts and doctor of ministry in pastoral studies, and master of arts in theological 
studies. He is currently studying archaeology and paleography and volunteers on the Cairo Geniza Project, deciphering 
and analyzing ancient Greek and Arabic documents. Nash enjoys reading, bass fishing and spending time with his family. 
He and his wife love to travel, explore ancient ruins and go on wild animal safaris. 
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New ABSC churches reach all of Arkansas with gospel
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

IN 2018 THE Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC)  
welcomed 34 new churches to 
its rolls. 

Twenty-four of these are 
new church plants; 10 of them 
are churches newly affiliated 
with the state convention. 
These churches stretch across 
every region of the Natural 
State. Some are in rural areas, 
and others are in urban areas. 
The churches represent vari-
ous people groups, including 
Anglo American, African 
American, Hispanic, cowboys 
and more. The new congre-
gations meet in creative loca-
tions, even a barn. At least one 
church meets in multiple loca-
tions.

“Arkansas Baptists are all 
about reaching all of Arkansas 
with the gospel. Church plant-
ing is a part of that strategy,” 
said Tim Wicker, church plant-
ing team leader for ABSC.

An interactive map at absc.
org/churchplanting displays 
all churches new to the ABSC 
since 2016, highlighting the 
new church name and address 
as well as locations of Arkan-
sas’ unreached peoples, Cen-
sus data, associational offices, 
points of interest, areas of in-
terest and other information.

Damascus Road Cowboy 
Church, Damascus

As the sounds of a southern 
bluegrass gospel band fill the 
air, it’s no surprise to hear the 
crow of a rooster or the moo 
of a cow joining in. Damas-
cus Road Cowboy Church, 

launched in October 2017, 
meets in a barn located in 
Pruitt’s Mid-State Stockyards 
in Damascus. On Sundays the 
barn is used for worship, with 
only the barn wall separating 
those gathering for worship 
from the animals outside. On 
Mondays, the cattle are ush-
ered into the barn to be sold.

Pastor Jeff Deckard has long 
been involved in ministry to 
cowboys. “Cowboy ministry 
works. That’s where my heart 
is,” Deckard said. A farrier, 
Deckard has built relation-
ships with cowboys through 
the years.

God, he 
said, began to 
“burden” him 
with the spiri-
tual needs of 
the men and 
women he 
had come to 
know. “I knew 
their struggles; 
I knew their 
lifestyles” be-
fore they be-
came Chris-
tians, he said. 
These men 
and women weren’t going to 
nearby traditional churches. 
As Deckard prayed for his 
friends, he sensed a call to 
start a church.

Cowboy churches are some 
of the fastest growing churches 
in Arkansas, the ABSC church 
planting website states. “Cow-
boy churches are providing 
clear contextual expressions of 
the gospel in the western heri-
tage culture to reach as many 
people as possible,” the web-
site further explains.

Although it’s a “cowboy 
church,” Deckard emphasized, 
“Everybody is welcome here.” 
He said some who attend the 
church have never ridden a 
horse; some prefer motorcy-
cles; some “just like the West-
ern heritage.

“We are coming together to 
praise the Lord.”

Twenty people have made 
professions of faith, and a 
water trough is brought onto 
the stockyard property for bap-
tisms.

A first-time pastor, Deck-
ard is grateful for the support 
and advice he receives from 

Roger Gaunt, 
ABSC church 
planting strat-
egist. Gaunt 
is particularly 
helpful with 
various church 
administration 
questions Deck-
ard may have. 
Deckard also 
is grateful for 
the support of 
Tracy Wilson, 
pastor of Three 
Trees Cowboy 

Church, Wynne, who helped 
plant Damascus Road Cowboy 
Church.

Each day as Deckard shoes 
horses, he meets more people 
and finds more opportunities 
to share the gospel. And he 
knows just the church where 
his new friends will feel at 
home, even if, as they walk 
through the barn doors of the 
church, a few animals join the 
joyful noise.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Churches that joined 
the ABSC in 2018

• Rose City Community Church, 
Conway 

• Eternal Love Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Forrest City 

• Second Baptist Salem, Lake View 

• Bearden Community Baptist 
Church, Bearden 

• New Jerusalem Christian Fellow-
ship Church, Blytheville 

• New Beginnings, Marion 

• LIFE Fellowship, Jacksonville 

• Greater Purpose Fellowship, 
Greenbrier 

• 3 Crosses Cowboy Church, Moun-
tain View 

• Old Landmark Worship Center, 
Trumann 

• Delta Church, Blytheville 

• New City Church, Little Rock 

• Iglesia Agape, Jonesboro 

• Mountain Top Cowboy Church, 
North, Big Flat 

• Heritage Baptist Church, Gravette 

• The Awakening at Scull Creek, 
Fayetteville 

• Oasis Downtown Little Rock, Little 
Rock 

• Village Creek Baptist Church, Diaz 

• Gospel Light Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs 

• CrossLife-Fort Smith, Fort Smith 

• Restoration Fellowship Church, 
Wynne 

• New Beginnings Faith Church, 
Wynne 

• New Faith Little Rock, Little Rock 

• Drover Cowboy Church, Cherry 
Valley 

• Wheels of Glory Baptist Bikers 
Church, Glencoe 

• Mercy Seat Church, West Helena 

• Iglesia Bta. Casa de Dios y Puerta 
de Cielo, Springdale 

• Transforming the Kingdom Fel-
lowship, Searcy 

• Hello Church, Russellville 

• Iglesia Bautista Rosa de Saron, 
Van Buren 

• Ignite 360, Bentonville 

• Transformation Church, Fayette-
ville 

• The Bridge Church, Wynne 

• City of Grace, Little Rock

Jeff Deckard, pastor of Damascus 
Road Cowboy Church, Damascus.

Floyd, National Day of Prayer, launch PRAY magazine
SPRINGDALE (BP) – The 
National Day of Prayer Task 
Force is launching PRAY, a 
new quarterly magazine. 

Ronnie Floyd, president 
of the National Day of Prayer 
Task Force, said while PRAY 
will seek to “encourage and 
equip Christians in how to 
pray more effectively,” that “it 
is also published for men and 
women who lead local church 
prayer ministries.” 

The National Day of Prayer 
publication “is just one tool 
we are using to mobilize uni-
fied public prayer for Ameri-
ca,” Floyd said. 

"Through this resource, you 
can learn about how prayer 
impacts lives, find practical ap-
plications, and inspiration for 
your own prayer life.” 

Orderliness is the 
theme of articles by 
Floyd and several oth-
ers in PRAY's inaugural 
January-March 2019 
edition. 

“In this issue, Dr. 
Ronnie Floyd writes 
about the wisest deci-
sion you can make: I 
will walk with God today. Get-
ting our lives in order spiritual-
ly allows us to prioritize God’s 

work in our lives. 
“Dr. Tim Clinton invites us 

to pray through our relation-
ships – the good, the bad, the 
ugly, and the questionable. 

When our relation-
ships are in order, we 
will naturally be more 
sensitive to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading be-
cause our thoughts are 
not as consumed with 
turmoil. And Rachel 
Cruz points out ways 
to order our finances, 

avoiding financial disasters 
and stress that can distract 
us and cause our prayer lives 

to become ineffective for the 
Kingdom.” 

Clinton is president of 
the American Association of 
Christian Counselors; Cruz is 
the host of an online money 
management program, “The 
Rachel Cruz Show,” and au-
thor with Dave Ramsey, her fa-
ther, of “Smart Money Smart 
Kids: Raising the Next Genera-
tion to Win with Money.” 

Additional articles in the 
40-page issue are titled “Pray-
ing Your Life into Order Physi-
cally” and “Six Biblical Prayers 
When Tragedy Strikes.”

Floyd was named president 

of the National Day of Prayer 
Task Force in April 2017. He 
is the senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas 
and a former president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
“How to Pray,” with a 20th 
anniversary edition slated for 
April, is among 20-plus book 
he has authored. 

For more information 
about PRAY magazine, as well 
as other church-related prayer 
resources, visit prayerleader.
com. 

This year’s National Day of 
Prayer will be May 2 with the 
theme “Love One Another.”

Floyd
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Across
1. A king of Judah (1 Kings 15)
4. Shoshonean
7. ___ Aviv
10. Equal to absorption of 100 ergs 
of energy per gram of material
11. Tribe of prophetess Anna (Luke 
2)
12. Contributed
13. “they laid her in an upper ___” 
(Acts 9:37)
15. “___ came I out of my mother’s 
womb” (Job 1:21)
16. Unruly crowds
17. Signal
18. One of the sons of Hothan (1 
Chronicles 11)
20. One who prophesies
23. First name in fairy tales
24. “so he bringeth them into their 
desired ___” (Psalm 107:30)
25. CA metro.
26. Sierra Club concern (abbr., 
var.)
27. “Let us solace ourselves with 

___” (Proverbs 7:18)
28. N.T. bk.
29. Artificial language
30. Belonging to an Indonesian 
island
31. Descartes
32. Eli’s grandson and Phinehas’s 
son (1 Samuel 4)
34. ___ Heights
35. Israeli statesman
36. What to say to a horse
37. “slay me, that men may not…A 
___ slew him” (Judges 9:54)
39. To walk in a clumsy way
42. “neither ___ you up a standing 
image” (Leviticus 26:1)
43. “___ Girl,” once-popular sit-
com
44. Ever (poet.)
45. At a distance (arch.)
46. Grain
47. To be situated

Down
1. Circle part

2. Czech distance measure
3. “they made their hearts as an 
___ stone” (Zechariah 7:12)
4. “learn to maintain good works 
for necessary ___” (Titus 3:14)
5. Area adjacent to a house (abbr.)
6. Eldest son of Judah (Genesis 38)
7. “She shall be called woman…
she was ___ out of man” (Genesis 
2:23)
8. She played opposite Gale in 
“Our Miss Brooks”
9. “To him which ___ his people 
through the wilderness” (Psalm 
136:16)
11. Father (as God)
12. Actor Macleod
14. Parents
15. Parts of churches
17. “Ye ___ of Lamech, hearken 
unto my speech” (Genesis 4:23)
18. Feminine name
19. Destruction
20. Grandson of Obed
21. Feminine Hispanic name, 

perhaps
22. “Who provideth for the ___ for 
his food?” (Job 38:41)
24. City of the tribe of Judah 
(Joshua 15:51)
27. Rebekah’s brother (Genesis 24)
28. Give a new name
30. Fictional elephant
31. “I have prepared the house and 
___ for the camels” (Genesis 24:31)
33. Son of Joel (1 Chronicles 6)
34. Coastal range of India
36. Journalist’s query
37. Dryly humorous
38. Economic org.
39. ___-Na-Na (singing group)
40. Given on May Day in Maui
41. Before (poet.)
43. Preoposition

Crossword by Barbour Publishing, Inc.

Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Crossword puzzle

Crossword answer key on page 11arkansasbaptist.org
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