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LGBT fight  
not over in 
Fayetteville
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

FAYETTEVILLE – The fight 
over a controversial gender or-
dinance in Fayetteville rejected 
by voters in a recent special 
election may not be over, say 
religious leaders.

The ordi-
nance, over-
turned Dec. 9, 
posed a threat 
to religious 
liberty, said 
Larry Page, ex-
ecutive direc-
tor of the Ar-

kansas Faith and Ethics Coun-
cil, which is affiliated with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention. It appears Fayetteville 
city leaders are poised to bring 
the issue back up in the future.

Page said the Fayetteville city 
attorney has drafted a new “an-
ti-discrimination” ordinance 
in response to requests from 
the city’s mayor and other 

local govern-
ment leaders. 
He said specif-
ics of the new 
ordinance are 
yet to be de-
termined but 
that accord-
ing to recent 

news reports, the new ordi-
nance may not consider trans-
gendered persons a protected 
class and may exempt churches 
from its requirements.

Much like the recently 
overturned ordinance, Page 
said the new ordinance would 
likely also threaten religious 
liberty in Fayetteville.

Page
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Top 10 stories of 2014
2014 WAS A YEAR of politi-
cal and social shifts, battles 
over religious liberty, victory 
on the gridiron, destruction by 
natural disaster and advance-
ment of the gospel across Ar-
kansas and around the world.

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) staff has compiled the 
top 10 stories of 2014 based 
on overall news value and sig-
nificance to Arkansas Baptists. 
Following are excerpts of the 
original stories that ran in the 
ABN in 2014. 

1. Ronnie Floyd wins SBC 
presidency in Baltimore 

In a year when the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) fo-
cused on “Restoration and Re-
vival Through Prayer,” Arkan-
sas Pastor Ronnie Floyd, who 
sought to encourage Southern 
Baptists to deepen their spiri-
tual walk through books, Sun-
day school studies and pastor 
prayer meetings, was elected as 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s president.

Floyd, 58, pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-

Sanctity of Life: Dumas family blessed through adoption
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

Editor’s Note: Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday, on the Southern Bap-
tist Convention calendar Jan. 18, 
commemorates 42 years of legal 
abortion in the United States.

DUMAS – Haylee Kirtley is a 
talkative, sweet 6-year-old with 
a heart the size of Texas. She 
is good at school, enjoys play-
ing soccer and, like so many 
girls her age, loves Elsa from 
the movie “Frozen.”

And to her parents, she is 
a gift from God – a gift for 
whom they waited a long time.

Jada and Allen Kirtley, 
members of First Baptist 

met with the family; then they 
waited to hear if they would 
be chosen as the adoptive par-
ents.

Allen Kirtley said his wife 
was nervous that they would 
not be chosen.

“So she and I got in the 
floor in our living room, held 
hands and I prayed for our 
God to give us (this) baby and 
let us be this baby’s mom and 
dad,” Allen Kirtley said. “I can 
tell you that when we got up, 
God told me she was ours and 
I would not believe anything 
else but what God had told 
me.”

A few days later, they  

child before this, and so I fi-
nally just said, ‘Well, God, it’s 
in Your hands like it always 

has been,’” 
Jada Kirtley 
recalled. “And 
I said, ‘If I’m 
meant to be a 
mother, You 
will make it 
happen in 
Your own tim-
ing.”

A couple  of 
months after 
her medical 
p r o c e d u r e , 

Jada Kirtley’s cousin told her 
of a woman who was pregnant 
and planned to place her child 
for adoption. The Kirtleys 

Church, Dumas, tried to have 
children for a decade before 
Jada Kirtley underwent a med-
ically necessary 
procedure that 
made it impos-
sible for her to 
bear children.

It might 
have seemed 
like the end of 
a dream. But 
Jada Kirtley, 
who serves 
as assistant 
director for 
First Baptist 
Church’s day care center, 
knew God could make her a 
mother if it was His will. 

“We’d been praying for a 

sas for 27 years, topped fellow 
nominees Maryland Pastor 
Dennis Manpoong Kim and 
Kentucky Pastor Jared Moore 
to win the SBC post June 10 
in Baltimore.

The new SBC president suc-
ceeded New Orleans Pastor 
Fred Luter of Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church, who became 
the first African-American to 
lead the SBC when he was 
elected in 2012.

2. Baptists respond follow-
ing twister 

More than 500 Arkansas 
Baptist disaster relief volun-
teers responded immediately 
to areas of Faulkner, Pulaski 
and White counties following 
an EF4 tornado that wiped out 
hundreds of houses and busi-
nesses April 27.

Within days following the 
disaster, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) vol-
unteers had prepared nearly 
18,985 meals for disaster vic-
tims, provided 45 showers 

See TOP 10 page 14

See LGBT page 6 See ADOPTION page 2

Top 10 stories of 2014
1. Ronnie Floyd wins SBC presidency in 

Baltimore
2. Baptists respond following twister
3. ABSC announces restructuring/ABSC 

previews revitalization strategy
4. ‘Call to prayer’ issued by ABSC
5. Thousands respond during 

Master’Singers tour
6. Federal judges overturn Arkansas, 

Mississippi gay marriage bans
7. OBU football finishes undefeated
8. BSU icon Jamie Jones dies at 91
9. High court rules for Hobby Lobby
10. David Platt to lead SBC’s IMB

From left: Allen Kirtley, Jada Kirtley and 
Haylee Kirtley.

The ABN classifieds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 10.
The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Special section features 
evangelism directory

Evangelism
section

pages 8-9 

EvangElism DirEctory
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continued from page one
ADOPTION
received the news that they 
had been chosen as the adop-
tive parents, and a few weeks 
after that, Haylee was born.

“I was in the delivery room 
when she was born,” Jada Kirt-
ley said. “And so I got to hold 
her first. … The nurse put a 

warm blanket over me and 
placed her in my arms and 
said, ‘Here.’ And so I carried 
her out of the operating room 
to the nursery.”

Allen Kirtley recalled look-
ing at her in the hospital.

“I can tell you right then 
and there I knew how much 
God loves me because that one 
instant I was in love with that 
little girl more than anything 

and to think GOD loves me 
more than I could love any-
thing,” he said.

Jada Kirtley said the adop-
tion of Haylee brought her 
story full circle. Jada Kirtley, 
herself, was adopted. In fact, 
it was her aunt – the mother 
of the cousin who helped the 
Kirtleys find Haylee – who 
helped Jada Kirtley’s own par-
ents adopt her.

“Adoption to me is the 
most wonderful thing in the 
world … because these ladies 
could have chosen abortion 
over adoption, and you know 
there are so many … women 
who can’t have children of 
their own,” Jada said. “And 
that whole adoption process 
was just wonderful.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Southern Baptist prayer advocate T.W. Hunt dies at age 85
SPRING, Texas (BP) – Thom-
as W. “T.W.” Hunt, widely 
recognized in Christian circles 
as an authority on prayer, died 
Dec. 11 at the age of 85.

Hunt was the author of 
such books as “The Mind of 
Christ” and “Disciple’s Prayer 
Life” and a former professor of 
music and missions at South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Laverne, in 
2009.

Hunt’s granddaughter, 
Katherine Fruge, a student at 
Southwestern, characterized 
his passing as “successfully 
finishing his race,” noting he 
died peacefully with family by 
his side “cheering him on to 
victory.”

“T.W. Hunt met Jesus yes-
terday,” Southwestern Presi-
dent Paige Patterson said in 
a Dec. 12 statement. “It was a 
meeting of a faithful servant 
and his Lord, to be sure. But 
in a sense, it was just a reunion 
of old friends, because few 
men ever walked with God like 
Enoch and T.W. Hunt.

“As a faculty member, as 
a pastor and as a friend, Dr. 
Hunt was the champion of 
prayer and devotional walk 
with the Master. His family, 
his friends, his church and his 
seminary will miss him pro-
foundly.

Now, my friend, enjoy all 

that God has now richly pro-
vided for you,” Patterson said.

Born in 1929, Hunt grew 
up in a Christian home and 
accepted Christ at age 10, al-
though it would be many years 
before he fully surrendered to 
God’s plan for his life. Until 
then, Hunt earned bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees 
in musicology and piano and 
taught music classes at the 
University of North Texas and, 
later, at Oklahoma 
College for Women.

The trajectory of 
Hunt’s life changed, 
however, when he 
received a special 
gift in 1959 – a copy 
of the Martin Lu-
ther translation of 
the Bible – from a 
student who knew 
that he spoke Ger-
man, which Hunt 
learned while serving overseas 
in the Army and as a mission-
ary.

The day he received the 
Bible was one of the most 
memorable of his life. 

“It just seemed to be kind of 
… me,” he recalled in a Baptist 
Press article many years later. 
“Luther had linguistic skill 
and spiritual insight. (I made) 
the decision to commit all my 
life to Christ in 1959, reading 
that German Bible.”

Four years later, Hunt fol-
lowed God’s call to teach in 

Southwestern’s School of 
Church Music. Within a few 
years, he had transformed the 
way music was used for mis-
sions. Specifically, he devel-
oped the Music in Missions 
class that is still in the school’s 
catalog today.

The new course, for which 
Hunt wrote the textbook, of-
fered students techniques for 
using music to communicate 
the message of the gospel by fo-

cusing on the indig-
enous music of the 
particular mission 
field. This concept 
would later prove 
to have played an 
integral role in revo-
lutionizing music 
evangelism.

In 1987, Life-
Way Christian Re-
sources (then Bap-
tist Sunday School 

Board), which had previously 
published Hunt’s “Disciple’s 
Prayer Life” and, soon after, 
“The Doctrine of Prayer,” 
asked Hunt to move to Nash-
ville to serve as the board’s first 
prayer consultant. Although 
the decision was difficult due 
to Hunt’s fondness for teach-
ing, after much prayer and 
Bible study, it became clear he 
had finished what God wanted 
him to do at Southwestern and 
it was time to move on. So, 
confident in God’s will, Hunt 
accepted the position.

From that position, Hunt 
became recognized as an ear-
nest prayer warrior and often 
was asked to speak on prayer 
at conferences and state con-
ventions, sparking several 
thousand churches to begin or 
undergird their prayer minis-
tries. He retired from LifeWay 
in 1994.

After leaving LifeWay, Hunt 
remained an active author and 
speaker over the next two de-
cades. In 1994, LifeWay pub-
lished what would be Hunt’s 
most popular work, “The 
Mind of Christ,” a Bible study 
co-authored with Claude V. 
King on Phil. 2:5-11.

Mark Estep, pastor of 
Spring Baptist Church in 
Spring, Texas, where Hunt was 
a longtime member, said Hunt 
was the most godly person he 
ever met.

“He truly walked with the 
Lord and demonstrated that 
walk each and every day,” 
Estep said. “He was my friend, 
mentor and encourager. 
There is no one on this earth 
for whom I or my church has 
more respect than T.W. Hunt. 
T.W. taught in our church 
many times, usually on the 
subject of prayer or the work 
of the Holy Spirit. Our peo-
ple always were blessed by his 
deep insight and his ability to 
communicate what God had 
taught him. He will be missed 
more than words can say.”

WMU leader Carolyn Weatherford Crumpler dies at 84
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP) – 
Carolyn Weatherford Crum-
pler, executive director of na-
tional Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) from 1974 to 
1989, died Jan. 2.

Mattie Carolyn Weather-
ford was born to farmers Rufus 
Clark and Doris Elizabeth 
Sansing Weatherford on Jan. 
17, 1930. The Weatherfords 
made their home in Frost-
proof, Fla., but were in House, 
Miss., when their daughter was 

born. Crumpler grew up in a 
household devoted to 
missions, as her moth-
er involved Crumpler 
and her siblings in as 
many activities as their 
Baptist church offered.

Crumpler studied li-
brary science at Florida 
State University and 
was a high school librarian for 
five years. However, her desire 
to commit to Christian service 
on a full-time basis would not 

subside, so she entered New 
Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary where 
she earned a master’s 
degree in religious 
education. Crumpler 
began her career with 
WMU in 1958 after 
being denied foreign 
missionary candidacy 

because of hypertension.
During the years she led na-

tional WMU, the organization 
experienced growth in church 

missions organizations; began 
several initiatives including 
Acteens Activators, Baptist 
Nursing Fellowship and New 
Hope Publishers, and moved 
from downtown Birmingham 
to its current location at 100 
Missionary Ridge.

In recent years, despite 
many health problems, Crum-
pler remained active in mis-
sions and sharing the love of 
Christ. She is survived by her 
husband.

Crumpler

Hunt

Atlanta fire chief fired 
over pro-family book 
ATLANTA (BP) – Atlanta 
fire Chief Kelvin Cochran 
has been terminated fol-
lowing a city investiga-
tion into a book he wrote 
that calls homosexual be-
havior immoral. But Co-
chran said the investiga-
tion, which has not been 
released to the public, 
produced no evidence of 
wrongdoing. Allegations 
of discrimination against 
homosexuals were “com-
pletely unfounded,” Co-
chran said Jan. 6. “The 
investigation shows that 
there is no evidence. 
Under no circumstances 
have I been discrimina-
tory or hateful towards 
any member of the depart-
ment in the LGBT com-
munity or a member of 
the LGBT community at 
large.” Cochran is a dea-
con, Sunday School teach-
er and Bible study leader 
at Atlanta’s Elizabeth Bap-
tist Church, a cooperating 
church with the Geor-
gia Baptist Convention. 
A two-time Atlanta fire 
chief, Cochran also served 
as U.S. fire administrator 
under President Obama 
from 2009-10.

U.S. awaits decision  
on same-sex marriage
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
The wait for the U.S. Su-
preme Court to announce 
it is ready to provide a ver-
dict on same-sex marriage 
may be near an end. Then 
again, it may not. The 
justices are scheduled to 
meet in a private confer-
ence to consider appeals 
of lower-court decisions 
in favor of states’ rights 
to limit marriage to het-
erosexual couples. If the 
Supreme Court rules on 
the issue this term, gay 
marriage could be legal 
throughout the country 
by the time it adjourns 
this summer. Or states 
could maintain their his-
torical authority to define 
marriage as only between 
a man and a woman.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest 
to Arkansas Baptists 

First Baptist Church, Almyra, gives 30% through CP
Karen L. Willoughby
Baptist Press

ALMYRA – Some might say 
trusting God comes easily for 
the farming families who make 
up the majority of the mem-
bers of First Baptist Church in 
Almyra.

They watch rice emerge 
from flooded fields, soybeans 
develop in carefully weeded 
rows and cotton blossoms grow 
nearby. They know from this 
that God gives the increase in 
His time, when they’re obedi-
ent to do His work, said Doug 
Hibbard, who has served as 
pastor of First Baptist the past 
four years. The congregation 
averages about 55 in Sunday 
morning worship.

“These are people who want 
to hear the Word and want to 
do what they can do to serve,” 
Hibbard said. “Because of 
what they do for a living, many 
of them can’t go (on mission 
trips), but they want to be sup-
portive of what Southern Bap-
tists are doing around 
the world.”

Organized in 1896, 
First Baptist, Almyra, 
has given 30 percent to 
missions through the 
Cooperative Program 
for 60 years.

“The Cooperative 
Program is the most 
efficient way to keep 
missions funding 
going,” Hibbard said. 
“I am married to the 
daughter of CP-funded 
missionaries. She grew 
up on the field, and we know 
the stories (of non-Southern 
Baptist missionaries). We like 
the fact that through the Co-
operative Program we let mis-

sionaries be missionaries and 
not have to stress about going 
back home and raising money 
so they can stay on the field.”

The congregation is inten-
tional in keeping Cooperative 
Program giving at 30 percent, 
the pastor said.

“Here in a rural environ-
ment it can take years for us 
to really see a lot of fruit,” Hib-
bard said. “We have to think 
long-term. That’s why, when it 
comes to our missions giving, 
we don’t need immediate re-
sults. We can’t say, ‘We didn’t 
see fruit so let’s try someplace 
else.’

“That’s part of what we are 
as a church, and that’s one of 
the benefits I see in the Co-
operative Program,” Hibbard 
said. “We give to support mis-
sionaries who are faithfully 
serving the Lord wherever they 
are, even when they’re not in 
man’s eyes being highly fruit-
ful.”

About 500 people live with-
in a five-mile radius of First 

Baptist, 319 in the town itself. 
The square-plotted rural vil-
lage of 12 blocks began in 1891 
as a railroad stop and farming 
village. A Baptist church was 

organized in 1896.
“There’s not a lot of com-

munity growth and change,” 
Hibbard said. “We’re creeping 
up, hoping for 60 (in worship 
attendance) in the coming 
year.

“We’re doing a whole lot of 
prayer, doing what’s in front 

of us, strengthening 
our children’s pro-
grams and keeping 
them strong,” he said, 
“because parents who 
won’t come to church 
want to send their kids 
to church.”

Wednesday evening 
activities help Almyra 
reach its community. 
A churchwide meal 
follows the children’s 
Bible study, and plates 
are delivered to the 
homebound.

“It’s a great opportu-
nity for us to serve kids and 
serve adults,” Hibbard said. 
“It’s great for relationships 
in the church; people can  

sit around and talk.”
In other local outreaches, 

church members volunteer 
for a month each year at a 
food bank in nearby DeWitt; 
the congregation worships at 
Thanksgiving and Easter with 
the local Methodist congrega-
tion, and the church conducts 
outreach ministry to an ele-
mentary school in DeWitt.

“A lot of it is, ‘Here’s an 
opportunity; let’s grab hold 
of it,’” Hibbard said. “That’s 
what we do.”

Hibbard’s personal blog 
and his occasional presence on 
SBCVoices.com stretch and ex-
pand the church’s ministry, as 
do his sermon audio podcasts 
and videos of services posted 
to YouTube.com. Hibbard also 
does book reviews for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN) and 
is a new member of the ABN 
board of directors. His wife, 
Ann, is an ABN columnist.

Hibbard is called upon 
regularly to minister to com-
munity members who do not 
attend his congregation, and 
two years ago he was named 
associational team leader for 
the Centennial Baptist Asso-
ciation.

While First Baptist, Almyra, 
members may be able to take 
a mission trip in the future, 
the church will continue to 
serve the Lord, understanding 
His presence in their everyday 
lives, Hibbard said.

“This is how we define 
faith,” he said. “It’s obeying 
God and trusting Him with 
the outcome. That’s really 
what we do; we obey and trust 
God. It may seem like it’s not 
the easiest way to do some-
thing, but it’s the best way.”

Karen L. Willoughby is a cor-
respondent for Baptist Press.

Glorieta ordered to cease pumping water; new judge in case
GLORIETA, N.M. – Follow-
ing a visit by New Mexico’s 
state engineer in December, 
Glorieta Camps, formerly 
owned by LifeWay Christian 
Resources, was ordered to 
cease pumping water into a 
pond and creek on its prop-
erty.

In a Dec. 5 letter, Ramona 
Martinez, a supervisor in New 
Mexico’s state water rights di-
vision, said a representative 
from the state engineer’s of-
fice met with Glorieta admin-
istrators following a November 
field check about the issue, the 
Baptist News Global (BNG) re-
ported.

The state of New Mexico 
verbally informed Glorieta 
that they must cease pumping 
water until all water rights and 
use issues were solved.

In other developments re-
garding the retreat center, a 
lawsuit challenging the legal-
ity of the sale of Glorieta by 
LifeWay in 2013 has been re-
assigned to Magistrate Judge 
Carmen Garza.

The lawsuit, filed by Kirk 
and Susie Thompkins of Little 
Rock, claims LifeWay officials 
wrongfully sold the 2,400-acre 
retreat center without South-
ern Baptist Convention ap-
proval and without providing 

lessees on the property with 
fair compensation for their 
homes.

A recommendation to dis-
miss the case made by U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Robert 
Hayes Scott was mostly up-
held by U.S. District Judge 
James Browning in Sep-
tember. The reassignment 
of the case to a new judge 
comes after Kirk Thompkins  
provided a petition for a new 
hearing in order to provide 
him the opportunity to pres-
ent new evidence in the case.

The Arkansas Baptist News 
will provide updates on Glo-
rieta as they become available.

Doug Hibbard, pastor of First Baptist Church in Almyra, is shown 
with, from left: his son, Steven; wife, Ann, and daughters, Olivia 
and Angela.

In partnership with other churches of the Centennial Baptist Association, First Baptist 
Church, Almyra, has participated in missions outreaches in Arkansas. Activities have 
included lawn care, home repair, door-to-door visitation and a block party, shown 
here.

IMB missionaries call for 
prayer after Paris attack
PARIS (BP) – Internation-
al Mission Board (IMB) 
workers in France pray the 
Jan. 7 terrorist attack in 
Paris by Muslim extremists 
will not result in a greater 
divide between secularism 
and people of faith. “The 
journalists who lost their 
lives have now become 
martyrs for the freedom 
of the press and the free-
dom of speech,” said Tara 
Chaney, an IMB worker 
living in France. “We are 
praying that the outcry 
against these heinous acts 
committed by religious ex-
tremists will not become 
outcries against anyone 
who claims to have any 
sort of religious belief.” 
According to Mark Stone, 
a church planter in South-
ern France, the polariza-
tion of French politics can 
be traced almost entirely 
to immigration issues and 
racial and religious fear.

North Korea remains
atop persecution list
NASHVILLE (BP) – 
While North Korea held 
its spot for the 13th con-
secutive year as the most 
dangerous country for 
Christians to live in, a 
new report noted other 
countries are experienc-
ing unprec-
edented levels 
of persecution. 
Open Doors, 
which seeks 
to strengthen 
the persecuted 
church over-
seas, released its annual 
World Watch List Jan 7. 
The list ranks the top 50 
countries where it is most 
dangerous and difficult 
to be a Christian. Other 
than North Korea, others 
in the 10 were Somalia, 
Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, 
Sudan, Iran, Pakistan, Er-
itrea and Nigeria. Open 
Doors increased the 
threshold for a country 
to make the list in 2015, 
indicating higher levels of 
worldwide persecution.

Jong-un
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

utter destruction without the Lord 
Jesus Christ guiding their lives. 

As I reflect on this past year, I see 
that my biggest struggles and chal-
lenges came as a result of the devil at-
tempting to get hold of my life and my 

ministry – amid all 
the busyness of my 
work.

These words 
penned by Paul 
to the Church at 
Corinth and to the 
Ephesians give me 
encouragement, 

hope and perseverance when it seems 
the world is attempting to take hold 
and divert my attention. I pray they 
do for you, too.

1 Corinthians 16:13 (ESV): “Be 
watchful, stand firm in the faith, act 
like men, be strong.”

Ephesians 6:10-12 (ESV): “Finally, 
be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the schemes 
of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against 

I f you know me at all, you know 
when I take on a challenge I’m “all 

in.”
Such has been the case since I 

took over the leadership of your state 
Baptist newspaper four years ago. 
Being all in for 
me means being 
totally and com-
pletely focused 
and committed to 
the cause, working 
hard and doing 
everything that is 
necessary to bring 
success to the ministry.

However, I have come to realize that 
sometimes in the midst of being all 
in and doing all the physical work of 
my ministry, I can sometimes miss the 
bigger picture of what God wants to 
do with me spiritually.

We all were reminded in 2014 of 
the aggressive spiritual warfare being 
waged for the souls of men. All you 
have to do is survey the landscape of 
our world to witness the stronghold 
the devil has on literally billions of 
people – a stronghold that leads to 

Let’s be ‘all in’ in 2015

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

As leaders for the cause of Jesus 
Christ, we can be lulled into believ-
ing that we are somehow immune to 
the fiery darts of the evil one as we 
go about our ministries and that we 

can never be taken down! However, 
I believe just the opposite. I believe 
the devil steps up his efforts on us be-
cause he knows he can win by render-
ing us weak spiritually – when leaders 
fall, they fall hard and for all to see!

So, in 2015, in the midst of all of 
our busyness and obligations, it is im-
portant that we all strive to stay true 
to our Christian calling and commit-
ted to walk in a manner of our faith. 
For me, that means equipping myself 
daily through His Word and through 
prayer. When I neglect God, I am not 
experiencing all that He has in store 
for my life and ministry.

These times are not for the faint, 
but rather the bold. I know each of 
you – you are not doing what you are 
doing by sheer happenstance. God 
has placed each of you strategically 
where you are for a purpose – now is 
the time for all of us to remain strong 
in our faith as we go about seeking to 
make a difference for Christ.

That’s my encouragement for you 
today as 2015 sits before you – we are 
leaders called out and set apart to 
bring fame, honor and glory to our 
Lord. 

We owe the Lord no less than our 
daily faithfulness.

It’s time for us to be all in – both 
through hard physical work and hard 
spiritual work!

The church and the preacher

ViewPOint

Kim Reeder 
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church  

Tyronza

P reacher, if I join your church, 
you have some mighty big shoes 

to fill.”
As I sat in the living room of 

someone who had been visiting our 
church, we discussed 
his previous church 
and pastor, whom he 
loved dearly. After 
moving away, he 
was looking for that 
same experience, 
and frankly, I could 
not blame him.

Contrary to what 
many people believe, Christians must 
have two vital relationships if they 
are to live to the fullest. They need a 
church and a preacher. God does not 
intend for us to live isolated lives, but 
rather in a community of believers 
who are led by men of God.

Christians need a church, but not 
just any kind of church. They need a 
church they can love, and that loves 
them back. The Christian life is one 
of reciprocity. When people love 

churches that do 
not love them back, 
they can become 
stale, dry and spiritu-
ally drained.  When 
members continue 
receiving the love 
and goodwill of 
churches they do not 
love, they become a 

drain on the fellowship. The love of 
God is the oil that keeps Christians’ 
lives running smoothly. It energizes 
and soothes. The fellowship of believ-
ers within a church is kept by the love 
of Christ. This is a love that must be 
expressed and received. Jesus said the 

world would know us by the love we 
share.

Christians also need a pastor, but 
not just any kind of pastor. They need 
a pastor under whose teaching they 
can learn and grow and a pastor they 
can follow. The Bible is clear that 
the Christian life is a spiritual battle. 
When a pastor tries to lead his people 
but does not help them grow spiritu-
ally, they are like an army going into 
battle without the necessary weapons. 
When a pastor delivers godly spiritual 
teaching but lacks leadership skills, he 
cannot even take the church into the 
battle. It is important for Christians to 
not only have a church family they love 
and that loves them, but also to have 
a pastor who can both teach and lead 
them.

See CHURCH page 5
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Timely talks about time

Total restBaptists Ask
Are there degrees of rewards 
(crowns) in heaven? J anuary has arrived, bringing with it a slower pace of 

life. But to get here, I had to survive a typical fall in the 
Hibbard household. Every year, the stretch from the end of 
October through the end of December is a very busy time 
for us. This year was no exception. 

But right in the middle of the busyness, God reinforced 
His lesson on rest. Oh, He had already 
given me the idea. I had even journaled 
it months before. But it wasn’t until I 
had come to the end of a very rough 
week that He reminded me of one more 
truth He had taught me about rest. 

Rest is not just relational, expected 
and sacrificial. Rest is also total trust. 

In all honesty, I had been trying to 
rest in the midst of the chaos. But I did 
it my way. I allotted time to attend Christmas parties and 
enjoy the fellowship. I sacrificially set aside my to-do list on 
multiple occasions, supposedly in the name of rest. But I 
forgot that all of these things must be bound together by a 
conscious focus on total obedience. 

You see, rest is not just about coming up with ways to 
interact with others, to meet an expectation or to sacrifice 
when an opportunity seems to arise. Rest is about walking 
in complete trust and obedience, allowing God to handle 

every single detail, every single time. 
When I tried to do life, whether work or rest, my way, I 

fell apart. I failed. My to-do list backed up and my relation-
ships became strained. I neglected to fulfill obligations, 
and no amount of time set aside for rest seemed to rejuve-
nate me. 

I did not find real rest again until I 
stepped back to see how I had failed to 
trust and obey the Lord. Rest returned 
only when I actively and consciously 
began to walk once again in total surren-
der. 

Now we face a new year. If it moves 
even half as quickly as 2014 did, many of 
us will once again come to the end of it 
feeling harried and tired. But God offers 

the rest we need to make 2015 a year of complete abandon 
to Him. Complete obedience. Complete trust. And com-
plete rest. 

I am not one for New Year’s resolutions, but I do hunger 
to make a new commitment this year. I hunger to live this 
year centered in the total rest of Christ. 

Will you join me? 
Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 

Church, Almyra.

L isten to any group conversation about the new year 
and you will hear statements like, “Wow, 2015 – that 

means grandma has been gone for seven years,” or, “This 
year I will have been at the company for 25 years,” or, 
“Can you believe we built this house five years ago?” or, 
“So, how old would Elvis be now?” 

Each of us has “milestone years” – years by which we 
measure the years that follow. Whether it is high school 
graduation, the year the tornado ripped 
through town, the year we lost a loved 
one, the year we got married, the year 
we started the business or the year we 
moved to a new city, we all have them. 
Every January, conversations are filled 
with stories reflecting on these signifi-
cant events in our lives. Whether one’s 
story is filled with tragedy, comedy or 
adventure, each of these stories has one 
thing in common. The stories in these conversations are 
markers in time, monuments that mark a pivotal moment 
in the course of one’s life. These conversations provide 
believers a wonderful opportunity to talk about the differ-
ence that Jesus Christ has made in their lives. 

These conversations could have any number of starting 
points. “Ten years ago, I thought my life was over,” or, “It 

has been 32 years since a neighbor took the time to tell 
me a story that has changed my life forever.” What is your 
story? How and when did God radically change your life?

Don’t make it a conversation about religion. Don’t turn 
this into a “Jesus sales pitch.” Tell your personal story of 
how God brought you to where you are today. The pur-
pose for your conversation should not be to convert or 
convince somebody. Your purpose should simply be to 

honor God. God is glorified when we tell 
His story – when we brag on Him. This 
is a form of worship. And through these 
conversations, we are living out the “Great 
Commandment” – loving God with all 
our hearts and loving our neighbor as our-
selves. And be ready; these are the types of 
conversations that lead to someone asking 
you how to have a personal relationship 
with Jesus.

As a result of these conversations, 2015 could become 
one of your new “milestone years.” This year could become 
the year you overcame inhibitions with regard to sharing 
your faith, the year your neighbor or co-worker was saved 
or the year you learned to worship the Lord in a new and 
different way.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UncOVered
dish

Ann Hibbard

Gore

Answering
his cAll

Eric Ramsey

continued from page 4
CHURCH

A lthough the Bible clearly 
states that eternal life is a 

Christian’s inheritance, some 
readers argue that more rewards 
are available. Some passages (Luke 
19:11-27; 1 Cor. 3:14-15) imply 
that God rewards believers in 
proportion to their faithfulness. 
Other verses describe “crowns” 
that Christians 
may receive for 
their behavior (1 
Cor. 9:25; 1 Thes. 
2:19; 2 Tim. 4:8; 
James 1:12; 1 Pet. 
5:4). Even gospel 
songs like “Man-
sion Over the 
Hilltop” and “Will 
There be any Stars in my Crown” 
propagate this belief. Believers are 
not saved by good works, but can 
they receive more reward because 
of their good works?

A careful study of these Scrip-
tures provides insight. The par-
able in Luke describes reward 
for believers, but punishment 
for unbelievers. The context of 1 
Corinthians 3 pertains more to 
the teachers of the Church than 
to individual Christian lives. Sev-
eral verses do refer to “crowns,” 
but they all pertain to eternal life. 
Whether crowns of “righteous-
ness,” “life” or “glory,” they are all 
given to those who persevere to 
the end of the age. Salvation is its 
own reward.

Other passages reveal an equal-
ity among believers. The parable 
of the workers in the vineyard 
(Matt. 20:1-16) teaches that one 
disciple receives the same reward 
as another, regardless of when 
the decision is made. Revelation 
21:4 states that there will be no 
death, mourning, crying or pain. 
Degrees of heavenly reward imply 
regret among believers, which will 
not exist.

Christians should not live righ-
teous lives in order to receive a 
reward; they should live grateful 
lives because they already have 
received their reward. There is no 
greater reward than to be forgiven 
of sin by the grace of Christ Jesus 
and one day to stand face to face 
with God, who will say, “Well 
done,” and, “Welcome.”

Ken Gore is chairman of the depart-
ment of Christian Studies at Williams 
Baptist College. Baptists Ask is reader-
driven. If you have a question or com-
ment, submit it to tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org. Questions also may be mailed 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

found the “right” church? Ask two 
simple questions: “Can I love this 
church, and can this church love 
me?” and, “Can I learn from this 
pastor and follow him?” When the 
answer is yes to both questions, you 
may have found your new home.

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton Cha-
pel Baptist Church in Tyronza and a 
frequent contributor to the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

We live in a day of diminished pas-
toral authority. Yet Scripture is clear 
that God has placed leaders in the 
church who are charged with teach-
ing, training and leading the church. 
Members are responsible to verify the 
pastor’s teachings are scriptural and 
then follow his leadership. This is 
often an inconvenient truth because 
people in general, and unfortunately 
some of God’s people, are rebellious 
and stubborn. 

Examples abound of church lead-

ers who become disqualified to lead, 
lending credibility to the argument 
against pastoral authority. However, very 
little light is shed on those members 
who outright refuse to follow and submit 
themselves to church leadership, even 
when the man is a godly shepherd. For 
every man who has shown incompetence 
by bad teaching or immoral behavior, 
there are dozens, if not hundreds, of 
godly men who are being sabotaged and 
held hostage by obstinate members.  

From the pulpit I have often said, 
“There is nothing better than a good 
church, and there is nothing worse than a 
bad one.” 

How can you know when you have 

Read more ed/columns 
at

arkansasbaptist.org
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“At this point, we can say 
that from the sketchy descrip-
tions of how the ordinance 
will be crafted, it is likely that 
it will prohibit some business-
es from refusing to provide ser-
vices that run contrary to the 
deeply held religious tenets of 
the businesses’ owners and op-
erators,” said Page. “We have 
seen this sort of thing in other 
cities that have these types of 
ordinances – legal action taken 
against florists, bakers and 
photographers who have re-
spectfully declined to provide 
goods and services to same-sex 
marriage couples – based on 
their beliefs regarding the sanc-

tity of marriage and the bibli-
cal model God established.”

Ron Lomax, director of mis-
sions for Washington 
Madison Baptist Asso-
ciation (WMBA) in Fay-
etteville, was involved 
in informing churches 
of the possible impli-
cations of the recently 
overturned Fayetteville 
ordinance.

“Fayetteville has al-
most 50,000 registered 
voters, so we had 29 
percent voting, which 
was more than in the 
general election in No-
vember,” said Lomax. 
“This issue will defi-
nitely be brought up again be-
cause our city council doesn’t 
seem to care that this issue  

has divided our city.”
Lomax said WMBA church-

es joined many other churches 

and faith-based organizations 
in Fayetteville to inform their 
members of the ordinance’s re-

peal election. He said the fight 
against the ordinance brought 
Southern Baptist churches to-

gether with churches of 
other denominations in 
the city.

“Several of our 
(WMBA) churches were 
attending the Repeal 
119 meetings, posted 
the signs on their prop-
erty and spoke about it 
in their churches,” said 
Lomax. “Our office 
made sure our churches 
had all the printed ma-
terial available so their 
members could be up-
to-date on everything 
going on and what the 

ordinance would do to our 
churches and businesses in 
Fayetteville.”

Lomax said Fayetteville has 
Christians who work within 
their city government, yet the 

city council is heavily biased 
toward a more progressive 
worldview. He said the recent-
ly repealed gender ordinance is 
an example of the city’s push 
to force Fayetteville citizens to 
accept the lifestyles contrary to 
the traditional biblical view of 
sexuality.

“They want us as Christians 
to be made to accept the life-
style of the ‘HLGC’ (homosex-
ual, lesbian, gender confused) 
people, my designation, not 
theirs. And, we don’t. We can 
love them as individuals and 
not agree with their lifestyle,” 
said Lomax. 

“This ordinance and the 
way the city council handled 
it has woken up the Church 
to see the need to be involved 
in the government of the city,” 
he said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Stay up to date with 
what God is doing in 

Arkansas with the 
ABN Facebook and 

Twitter pages

@arkbaptnews

A sign in Fayetteville urges voters to repeal an ordinance 
passed by the city council that many claimed posed a 
threat to religious liberty. On Dec. 9, voters did repeal the 
measure by a narrow margin.

Keep up with Arkansas Baptist news by visiting arkansasbaptist.org
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State convention announces staff changes
LITTLE ROCK – A number of 
staff changes were announced 
at the Dec. 9 meeting of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Executive 
Board.

Tim Wicker was announced 
as the new team leader of the 
ABSC church planting team. 
Wicker replaces Robby Tingle, 
who is moving to the execu-
tive and administrative team 
to serve as associational mis-
sionary liaison. Wicker previ-

ously served as a member of 
the church planting team. J.D. 
“Sonny” 
Tucker, 
A B S C 
executive 
d i r e c -
tor, told 
b o a r d 
m e m -
bers that 
T i n g l e 
continues to work part-time as 
he recovers from a serious auto 

accident in 2014.
Darrel Ray was introduced 

as the 
n e w 
evange-
lism spe-
c i a l i s t 
for the 
evange-
lism and 
ch u rch 
h e a l t h 

team. Ray previously served 
as Baptist Collegiate Ministry 

(BCM) campus minister at Ar-
kansas Tech University in Rus-
sellville for 27 years.

Randy Garrett is the new 
part-time ABSC disaster relief 
director. He previously served 
as a disaster relief contractor. 
He fills the position left vacant 
since Bill Cantrell retired in 
November 2013.

Additionally, a number of 
BCM staff position changers 
were announced below (see re-
lated story below).

Lennon 
named ABSC 
women’s 
specialist
LITTLE ROCK – Andrea 

L e n n o n , 
38, Arkan-
sas women’s 
m i n i s t r y 
writer and 
s p e a k e r , 
has been 
n a m e d 
w o m e n ’ s 
m i n i s t r y 

specialist for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC).

Terry Bostick, team 
leader of the ABSC evan-
gelism and church health 
team, said Lennon will 
“serve as the point of con-
tact for women’s ministry 
leaders and pastors of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches.”

Bostick added, “This 
part-time position will 
provide training that will 
develop fully functioning 
women’s ministry pro-
grams that will aid in over-
all church growth.”

Lennon is the founder 
of True Vine Ministry and 
member of Second Baptist 
Church in Conway. Her 
appointment was effective 
Dec. 16.

ABSC hires three new BCM campus ministers
LITTLE ROCK – During the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Executive 
Board meeting Dec. 9, the 
board approved the hiring of 
new Baptist Collegiate Minis-
try (BCM) campus ministers 
for Henderson State Univer-

sity, Arkansas Tech University 
and the University of Central 
Arkansas (UCA).

Jared Farley, Henderson 
State’s interim BCM campus 
minister since August, was 
hired as the school’s full-time 
campus minister. Farley gradu-

ated from Henderson State in 
2012 with a degree in business 
administration. Farley replaces 
Neal Nelson who served as 
Henderson State’s BCM cam-
pus minister for 16 years before 
recently being called as associ-
ate pastor at Northstar Church 

Wicker Ray Garrett

in Blacksburg, Va.
Ryan Scantling was hired as 

BCM campus minister for Ar-
kansas Tech. Scantling gradu-
ated from Arkansas Tech in 
2013 with a degree in business 
administration. Scantling had 
served as Arkansas Tech’s as-
sistant campus minister since 
2013 and currently serves 
as collegiate pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Dardanelle. 
Scantling replaces Darrel Ray, 
who is now a member of the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team.

Brad Branham was hired 
as BCM campus minister 
for UCA. He replaces Chris 
Larmoyeux, who recently be-
came pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Maumelle. Branham 
previously served as assistant 
campus minister at Arkansas 
Tech.

Lennon
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2015 evangelism conference set for Jan. 26-27 in Sherwood
SHERWOOD – The 2015 
State Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Growth will 
be held at First Baptist Church 
in Sherwood, Jan. 26-27.

The two-day event will start 
at 1 p.m., Monday, Jan. 26 
and continue until 1:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 27.

As in past years, a Prayer 
Leaders’ Workshop will be 
held immediately prior to the 
start of the conference from 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Jan. 
26. The workshop will feature 
Alvin Reid, professor of evan-
gelism and student ministry 
at Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N.C. Preregister for the Prayer 
Leaders’ Workshop at revital-
izearkansas.com or by calling 
800-838-2272, ext. 5103.

A new feature of this year’s 
conference will be workshops 
held during lunch on Tuesday, 
said Terry Bostick, team leader 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and 
church health team.

Featured speakers for the 
conference include Kevin 
Hamm, pastor of Gardendale 
First Baptist Church, Garden-
dale, Ala.; Tom Elliff, former 
president of the International 
Mission Board; Michael Catt, 
pastor of Sherwood Baptist 
Church, Albany, Ga.; Robert 
Smith, professor of Christian 
preaching at Beeson Divin-
ity School, Birmingham, Ala.; 
Steve Gaines, pastor of Bellev-
ue Baptist Church, Cordova, 
Tenn.; Brent Crowe, vice pres-
ident of Student Leadership 
University, Orlando, Fla., and 
Reid.

The Tuesday workshops and 
leaders are as follows: Pastors’ 
Lunch and Workshop with 
Gaines, Ministers of Music 
Lunch and Workshop with re-
cording artist Charles Billing-
sley, Student Pastors’ Lunch 
and Workshop with Crowe, 
Ministers’ Wives Lunch and 
Fellowship and the Preschool 
and Children’s Ministry 
Lunch and Fellowship. Reg-
ister for Tuesday workshops 
online at revitalizearkansas.
com or register for workshops 
Monday at the conference.

Worship will be led by 
Billingsley, worship leader at 
Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
Lynchburg, Va.

For more information on 
the evangelism conference, 
visit absc.org or contact Karen 
West at 501-376-4791, ext. 
5128, or email kwest@absc.org.

Hundreds of evangelists, pastors and members of Arkansas Baptist churches gathered for the 2014 State Conference on Evangelism and Church Growth.
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Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at 
the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping to secure the future of official 
news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to come by in-
cluding the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN Endowment 
Fund. Please contact David Moore at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-
376-0732 or 800-798-0969 (toll free outside of Little Rock) for more information.

PRAYER LEADERS’ WORKSHOP – Alvin Reid, professor of evangelism and stu-
dent ministry at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., will 
be the featured speaker at the 2015 Prayer Leaders’  Workshop, set for Jan. 26 at First 
Baptist Church, Sherwood. Photo courtesy of Union University

EvangElism ConfErEnCE
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  PASTOR

Bi-vocational or semi-retired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark tour-
ist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Resume 
to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, 
Mountain View, AR 72560.

Small church (SBC) seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Resumes may be sent to 
Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church, 7111 
Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, AR 72206, 
Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

Send resumes for senior pastor to 
EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or 
email to ehbcadmin@eagleheightsharrison.
org.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume including references to Spradling 
Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
3515 N. 50th St., Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain 
Pine is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Cedar Glades Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, 303 Gum Springs 
Road, Mountain Pine, AR 71956.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 

Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church of Farmington is 
seeking a full-time associate pastor 
with an emphasis in worship. Please email 
inquiries or resumes to fbcfarm@sbcglobal.
net, Attn: personnel committee, or mail to 
Personnel Committee, 210 North A. Street, 
Farmington, MO 63640. 

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, 
Okla., is seeking a full-time children’s 
minister. Send resumes to Children’s 
Minister Search Committee, c/o New Hope 
Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@
cableone.net. 

Crossgate Church in Hot Springs has an 
opening for a family ministries pastor 
to students. For additional information 
about this position, visit Crossgate411.com 
(Employment Info). For information about 
Crossgate Church, please visit crossgate.org. 

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is seek-
ing a full-time church secretary and 
part-time custodian. Send resumes to 
100 Valencia Drive, Maumelle, AR  72113 
Attn: Personnel Comm. or to grenwald@
sbcglobal.net.

Watson Chapel Baptist Church, Pine 

Bluff, is seeking a full-time youth min-
ister. Please send resume including refer-
ences to info@watsonchapelbaptist.org. 

Calvary Baptist Church, Neosho, Mo., is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. 
We are a very mission-minded church. Our 
worship style is blended worship, with full 
praise band. Resumes can be sent to austin-
wylly@me.com.

Editorial assistant – The Arkansas 
Baptist News is seeking a motivated, self-
starter to fill the position of editorial as-
sistant in our fast-paced and exciting news 
office environment. The position is part-
time (up to 25 hours a week), with flexible 
hours. Good communication skills are es-
sential. Email a resume and three references 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.org. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

First Baptist Church, Lepanto, is search-
ing for a worship leader and student 
pastor. Both positions are part-time. 
Email resumes to Anthony@fbclepanto.
com.

Levy church seeks pianist: Apply to 
3501 Pike Ave., North Little Rock, 72118 or 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge, is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time chil-
dren’s ministry director to lead vol-
unteers and kids birth-sixth grade. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Request 
more information or send resumes: al@
prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

Part-time kitchen assistant 
needed at Park Hill Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock. Information for this position 
can be obtained at plowery@parkhillbap-
tist.org or 501-771-6755.

Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark, Mo., is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Send resumes and a video link if possible to 
tkendrick@hopedale.org or mail to 5370 N. 
State Highway NN, Ozark, MO 65721.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@century-
tel.net.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Dun-
can, Okla.,  is seeking a full-time min-
ister of music. Send resumes to Minister 
of Music Search Committee, c/o New Hope 
Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@

cableone.net. 
Pianist needed at Calvary Baptist 

Church in Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 
501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seek-
ing a full-time youth minister. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us at 
fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Sylvan Hills FBC and Abundant Life 
School are looking for a children’s min-
ister/children’s pastor. One-half time 
would be working as a children’s minister 
at the church and one-half time as chil-
dren’s pastor at our Christian school. Please 
send resumes to kbrickell@sylvanhillsfbc.
com or Keith Brickell, 9008 Highway 107, 
Sherwood, AR  72120.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Refurbished church buses (Amer-
ican Bus Sales). George Foshee - 501-767-
6020.

For sale: 1994 Ford 350 Bus, 30 pas-
senger, asking $10,500. Contact Gordon 
French: 1-870-845-6307 or 1-870-793-
9301.

Looking to bless a small mission or 
church: 24 wood pews and one Com-
munion table for sale. $2,400.00 for all. 
In Jessieville 501-209-0478.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Stella Prather
ABCHomes

LITTLE ROCK – Following 
several years of decline in ad-
missions, referrals and resi-
dent population, the Promise 
House Maternity Home in Lit-
tle Rock is transitioning into 
a new ministry, leaders of the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 

LITTLE ROCK – The lat-
est edition of Arkansas Chris-
tian Parent (ACP) magazine 
has been printed and copies 
are available for pickup by 
churches and associations at 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) build-
ing in Little Rock.

To insure availability of 
copies of ACP, call 501-376-
4791, ext. 5153, or email 
abn@arkansasbaptist.org. 
The magazine can also be 
accessed digitally at arkan-
sasbaptist.org/winter14acp.

If you or someone you 
know would like to advertise 

New Arkansas Christian Parent debuts

in the next edition of ACP, 
or if you have an idea for an 
article, email tim@arkansas-
baptist.org.

Maternity home transitions into family care facility
(ABCHomes) announced. 

Beginning in early 2015, 
ABCHomes, in partnership 
with Baptist Health of Little 
Rock, will provide the Little 
Rock Family Care Home to 
assist adult, single-parent 
mothers and their children 
at the now Promise House 
location. Baptist Health owns 
the West Little Rock facil-
ity, which has housed the  

maternity home since 1999. 
ABCHomes opened its 

first family care facility in June 
2014 in Jonesboro.

“This change has not been 
an easy decision,” said David 
Perry, ABCHomes executive 
director.  “Our leadership staff 
and board of trustees have 
struggled with this for months. 
The Promise House has been 
a vital area of ministry for AB-
CHomes for many years.  

“We’ve had to face the 
hard reality that the program 
was serving significantly fewer 
residents than previously, that 
many of the girls entering the 
program were leaving prior to 
delivery and that we can better 
utilize the great facility Baptist 
Health provides to serve many 
more individuals in need by 
transitioning to a family care 
ministry,” added Perry. “We’re 
excited about the impact we 
can have on single moms and 
the children they bring with 
them.” 

The new family care facility 
will assist single-parent moth-
ers and their children through 
residential group care, mentor-
ing, financial planning, teach-

ing, counseling and referral to 
valuable community resources. 
The focus of the new ministry 
is on long-term quality of life 
improvements, not on tempo-
rary solutions, stressed Perry.  

“The program will seek to 
restore families with hope, 
comfort and shelter while they 
locate the resources they need 
to move toward successful 
independent living,” shared 
Perry.

The family care facility will 
house up to five mothers and 
their children and will include 
a live-in housemother. 

ABCHomes staff will offer 
supportive counsel for every 
mother and child. Assistance 
will be provided in goal set-
ting, budgeting, parenting, 
homemaking, spiritual growth 
and relationship building. 

For the past several years, 
Promise House, a maternity 
home for preteen and teen-
age girls, has seen its resident 
population decline. In 2004, 
38 teens were in care at Prom-
ise House, and 33 teens were 
in care in 2003. By 2010, the 
population was 21 girls; and in 
2012 and 2013, 20 and 14 girls 

were in care, respectively. 
Eighteen girls were served 

at Promise House in 2014. Of 
those 18, only seven teens to 
date stayed through delivery.  

Perry added, “The fact is 
that some of these babies like-
ly would not be alive today if 
Promise House had not been 
there for them. It is not our in-
tention to completely remove 
ourselves from caring for preg-
nant teens and preteens. AB-
CHomes will be seeking family 
foster homes in central Arkan-
sas for the specific purpose of 
providing care for these girls.”

Promise House has a long 
history in ministering to preg-
nant preteen and teenage girls 
in need. Since opening its 
doors in 1991 in El Dorado, 
Promise House has provided 
care to hundreds of unwed 
teens facing unplanned preg-
nancies. When the ministry of-
ficially closes in February, 215 
babies will have been born to 
teen mothers living at Prom-
ise House, according to AB-
CHomes records.

Stella Prather is director of com-
munications for Arkansas Baptist 
Childrens Homes (ABCHomes).
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Home for Children in Monti-
cello. He was a member of East 
Side Baptist Church in Fort 
Smith. He is preceded in death 
by his wife, Barbara. He is sur-
vived by a daughter, a son, 
four grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren and a brother. 
Services were held Dec. 17 at 
Lewis-Roberts Funeral Cha-
pel, Fort Smith, with burial at 
Mount McCurry Cemetery in 
Rudy. 

Lillian Strickland Wasson, 
84, of Spring-
dale, formerly 
of Van Buren 
and Arkadel-
phia, died Dec. 
17. She was a 
graduate of 
Ouachita Bap-
tist University 
in Arkadelphia. 

She and her husband served 
16 years as missionaries in Af-
rica with the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board (now 
International Mission Board). 
After retiring from the mission 
field, she started the Kinder-
Care program at First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia, and 
later opened a private nursery 
school, Happy Day, where she 
made a lasting impact on the 
lives of many children and 
their families in Arkadelphia. 
She was a member of Friend-
ship Baptist Church, Spring-
dale. She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Melvin Ken-
neth Wasson Sr., two sisters 
and a brother. She is survived 
by four sons and a daughter. 
Services were held Dec. 19 at 
Friendship Baptist Church 
in Springdale and Dec. 20 at 
First Baptist Church in Arka-
delphia.

Obituaries
Alfred William Carle Jr., 

79, of Fort 
Smith, formerly 
of Stuttgart, 
died Dec. 15. 
He graduated 
as an ordained 
minister from 
Boyce Bible 
School (now 
Boyce College) 

of The Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He served as 
pastor of Old Union Baptist 
Church in Monticello. He and 
his wife also served as house-
parents at the Arkansas Baptist 

Church life
Greene County Baptist 

Association will hold a Chil-
dren’s Ministry Leaders Boot 
Camp beginning at 9 a.m., 
Feb. 7, at First Baptist Church, 
Paragould. For more informa-
tion, visit greenecountyba.com 
or call 870-236-3213. 

Williams Baptist College 
(WBC) will host its annual 5 
to 1 Student Ministry Confer-
ence Jan. 23-24. The weekend 
will focus on helping parents 
lead the home to worship God, 
connect with others, grow in 
the Bible and take the gospel 
to the world. All are welcome 
to attend. For more informa-
tion, contact Walter Norvell 
at wnorvell@wbcoll.edu or by 
phone at 870-759-4150. Milestones

Four students with Arkan-
sas ties were among those grad-
uating Dec. 12 from South-
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and The College at 

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, 
Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at  

501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 
or email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

WBC receives $500,000 gift
WALNUT RIDGE – A 
$500,000 gift to Williams 
Baptist College is kicking 
off a fundraising effort for 
a new men’s residence hall. 
Williams announced the 
gift from the Jim Tom But-
ler family, of Harrisburg, 
Dec. 5.

The 43-bed facility will 
be built next to Williams’ 
Butler Hall, an existing resi-
dence facility made possible 
by a gift from the Butler fam-
ily in 2008.

The new residence hall 
will be a two-story structure 
with just over 9,800 square 
feet of floor space. Williams 
estimates the total cost of 
the project at $2 million. 
Jones said the college hopes 
to begin construction this 
spring, with completion ex-
pected by early 2016.

Butler is on Williams’ 
board of trustees, and the 
announcement was made 
during the college’s board 
meeting Dec. 5.

ABSC SERVICE AWARDS – Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) em-
ployees received service awards during the ABSC Christmas Lunch and Retirees’ 
Reunion. From left: Marcus Brown, evangelism and church health team, five 
years; Bobbie Holland, executive and administrative team, 10 years; Tim Wicker, 
church planting team, five years; Tammy Avery, executive and administrative 
team, 10 years; Dave McClung, church planting team, 10 years; David Bond, 
evangelism and church health team, five years; Justin Hall, executive and ad-
ministrative team, 10 years, and Al Farmer, executive and administrative team, 
25 years. Not pictured is Gary Fulton, church planting team, 15 years.

Family wins ABN Christmas card design contest
NEW EDINBURG – For the 
first time, the Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) has named a 
family winner of its Christ-
mas card contest. 
Jennifer Reaves 
Bryant, member 
of First Baptist 
Church, Fordyce; 
her sons, Jack, 8, 
and Nate, 6, and 
her sister, Jodi 
Reaves, member 
of First Baptist 
Church, Kingsland, each cre-
ated a Christmas card design 

as a family project. 
The family members’ cray-

on drawings depicting the 
birth of Jesus were combined 

into one design 
and featured as 
the official 2014 
Christmas card 
of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Bryant, a for-
mer ABN em-
ployee who is now 
serving on the 

newspaper’s board of directors, 
is a graduate of the University 

of Arkansas at Monticello. She 
is married to Daniel Bryant, 
and they have three children – 
Jack, Nate and Sadie. 

Jack Bryant is in third grade 
and loves the “Lord of the 
Rings” and “Star Wars.”

Nate Bryant is in kinder-
garten and loves drawing, any 
type of art and Legos.

Reaves graduated from the 
University of Arkansas at Mon-
ticello and from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth with a master’s 
degree in Christian education.

Southeastern. These were Ben-
jamin C. Neiser, of Jonesboro, 
Master of Arts in Christian 
studies; Becca Gayle Owens, 
of Bryant, Master of Arts in 
ethics, theology and culture; 
Jason Michael Wilkinson, of 
Jacksonville, Master of Arts 
in ministry leadership, and 
Virginia Claudette Gray, of 
Jonesboro, Doctor of Educa-
tion.

Six students with Arkan-
sas ties were among those 
graduating Dec. 12 from The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. These were Ryan 
Broadhurst, of Bryant, Mas-
ter of Divinity; Kevin Cox, of 
Batesville, Master of Divinity; 
Matt Slaughter, of Spring-
dale, Master of Arts in church 
ministries; Jay P. Sorrows, of 
Hazen, Master of Divinity; 
Matthew Tyler, of Benton-
ville, Master of Divinity, and 
Edward Upton, of Rogers, 
Doctor of Ministry.

Submit your church’s 
information to 

jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org

2014 Arkansas Baptist News 
Christmas card
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“When we frame the void 
that exists between the 
coming Kingdom of Heaven 
and the way things cur-
rently are as an ‘us’ vs. 
‘them’ culture war, we only 
widen the gap.”
– Jesse Carey, Relevant

IN AN ARTICLE titled 
“The Problem with Fight-
ing a Christian Culture 
War,” published Jan. 8 at 
relevantmagazine.com, 
Jesse Carey, contributing 
editor to Relevant maga-
zine, argues that Christians 
should not attempt to fight 
and win a culture war but 
rather offer a truce to their 
nonbelieving “opponents.”

He cites Christian or-
ganization Answers in 
Genesis’ recent use of a 
digital billboard during 
New Year’s  celebrations in 
Times Square, which read, 
“To all of our intolerant lib-
eral friends ... Thank God 
for freedom.” Carey said 
such rhetoric “draws lines 
in the sand” instead of find-
ing “common ground.” 

“Even if you consider 
your ideological opponents 
actual enemies ... name-
calling, baiting or antago-
nizing isn’t just ineffec-
tive. It’s not biblical,” said 
Carey. “People aren’t our 
enemies. When we start 
seeing them that way, we’ve 
lost the heart of the gospel 
message while attempting 
to fight for it.”

“The durability of Ameri-
can religious belief refutes 
the once-canonical thesis 
that modernization and 
secularization necessarily 
go hand in hand.”
– William A. Galston, The Wall 
Street Journal
IN A RECENT article ti-
tled “The Christian Heart 
of American Exceptional-
ism” on wsj.com, William 
A. Galston argues that 
Americans should learn to 
compromise and come to 
reasonable solutions to our 
nation’s problems togeth-
er. “The relationship be-
tween religion and public 
life would be a good place 
to start,” wrote Galston.

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Gospel > Terrorism

Newsweek calls evangelicals frauds, claims Bible errant
NASHVILLE (BP) – A News-
week cover article calling con-
servative evangelicals “God’s 
frauds” and characterizing 
the Bible as full of errors has 
drawn a range of corrective 
responses from Baptist com-
mentators.

“When Newsweek, now back 
in print under new ownership, 
let loose its first issue of the 
New Year on the Bible, I held 
out the hope that the article 
would be fair, journalistically 
credible, and interesting, even 
if written from a more liberal 
perspective,” R. Albert Mohler 
Jr., president of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
wrote in a Dec. 29 blog post. 
“But Newsweek’s cover story 
is nothing of the sort. It is an 
irresponsible screed of post-
Christian invective leveled 
against the Bible and, even 
more to the point, against 
evangelical Christianity. It is 
one of the most irresponsible 
articles ever to appear in a 
journalistic guise.”

Appearing on the Fox News 
Channel’s “Fox & Friends” 
Dec. 30, Mohler said the arti-
cle demonstrates “ignorance of 

the facts” regarding Scripture.
“When you have someone 

in the media give a balanced 
view and talk about the great 
truths of the faith in an honest 
and balanced and journalistic 
way, that’s 
fair game,” 
Mohler told 
host Eliza-
beth Has-
selbeck and 
guest host 
Scott Brown, 
a former 
Republican 
senator from 
M a s s a c h u -
setts. “But 
that’s not 
what we’re 
dealing with 
here. From 
the opening 
shot, this 
(article) is an 
open attack upon Christian-
ity.”

Written by veteran busi-
ness and financial reporter 
Kurt Eichenwald, Newsweek’s 
article is titled “The Bible: So 
Misunderstood It’s a Sin” and 
appears in the magazine’s Jan. 

2 issue. Eichenwald does not 
cite any conservative evangeli-
cals as sources but does quote 
Bart Ehrman, a New Testa-
ment professor who has gained 
a reputation for attacking his-

toric Christi-
anity.

T h e 
8,500-word 
essay begins, 
“They wave 
their Bibles 
at passersby, 
s c r e a m -
ing their 
condemna-
tions of ho-
mosexuals . 
They fall on 
their knees, 
worshipping 
at the base 
of granite 
monuments 
to the Ten 

Commandments while de-
manding prayer in school. 
They appeal to God to save 
America from their political 
opponents, mostly Demo-
crats. They gather in football 
stadiums by the thousands to 
pray for the country’s salva-

tion. They are God’s frauds, 
cafeteria Christians who pick 
and choose which Bible verses 
they heed with less care than 
they exercise in selecting side 
orders for lunch.”

Fox News commentator 
Todd Starnes, a Southern Bap-
tist, asked why national news 
magazines do not level similar 
criticism at adherents of other 
world religions.

“The national news maga-
zines never seem to target 
Islam. When was the last time 
Newsweek or Time published an 
attack piece on Muhammad 
during Ramadan?” Starnes 
wrote in an online commen-
tary. “I wonder if Newsweek 
would have the courage to 
publish ‘The Koran: So Mis-
understood It’s a Sin’? I won-
der if Newsweek would allow a 
feminist to weigh in on what 
the Islamic holy book says 
about women? Perhaps News-
week could illustrate their story 
with cartoons of Muhammad 
– or maybe photographs of ji-
hadists beating Christians in 
the name of Allah? But we all 
know that won’t happen, right 
Newsweek?”

O n Jan. 7, Muslim terrorists killed 
12 people during an attack 

on French satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo. By all accounts, the attack was 
intended as retaliation for the pub-
lication’s “blasphe-
mous” portrayal of 
Islam.

Media cover-
age following the 
shooting, and dur-
ing the subsequent 
manhunt, focused 
on the motivations 
of the unidentified Muslim extremists 
involved, the fact that Charlie Hebdo 
was known for its crude cartoons de-
picting religious figures from myriad 
faiths and on the damage such an 
attack does to both the concept and 
practice of freedom of expression.

As is often the case when address-
ing issues regarding events of violence 
perpetrated by Muslims, many secular 
pundits responded with an immedi-
ate recitation upholding Islam as a 
peaceful religion. The men who per-
petrated the attack on Charlie Hebdo 
on Jan. 7 were not Muslims – they 
were Muslim fundamentalists, so  

they would claim. And fundamental-
ism within any faith can produce evil. 
Right?

Wrong. Dictionary.com defines 
fundamentalism as “strict adherence 

to any set of basic 
ideas or principles.”  
Fundamentalism 
is only dangerous 
when the object of 
the adherence is not 
Jesus Christ. What 
these men did was 
obviously wrong. 

However, one would be hard-pressed 
to make an argument that the men 
who attacked Charlie Hebdo were act-
ing contrary to the teachings of their 
“scripture.”

Christians believe every human 
being was created in the image of 
God. Events like what happened Jan. 
7 should shake us awake. They should 
stir in our hearts a yearning to share 
the gospel, which is the only remedy 
for the evil so alive in the hearts of 
men.

Be thankful we serve a God who, 
while we were yet sinners, died for us 
(Rom. 5:8).

cAll And  
resPOnse

Caleb Yarbrough
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How the Affordable Care Act impacts your church

Jaques

T he Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) is impacting the 

local church, especially how 
churches are able to provide 
benefits to their employees. 
There are some signifi-
cant changes that have 
been in place since 
last January of which 
your church, no mat-
ter what size, needs to 
be aware.

First, it is important 
for everyone to under-
stand how the ACA 
actually works. There are two 
separate mandates that are ad-
dressed in this law.

Individual Mandate – 
Under the ACA, most U.S. cit-
izens will be required to have 

minimum creditable health 
insurance coverage. 

Coverage can be obtained 
through an employer-spon-
sored plan, from a private 

company, or through 
the health care market-
place, which was cre-
ated by the ACA. In 
order to be considered 
creditable coverage, 
individual coverage 
or employer provided 
group coverage must:

– Cover all 10 Es-
sential Health Benefits. For 
a list of these benefits, go to 
obamacarefacts.com/essential-
health-benefits.php. 

– Pay at least 60 percent of 
the benefits of the plan. This 

is called the actuarial value of 
the plan. In other words, the 
insurance company is required 
to pay at least 60 percent of the 
covered medical expenses for 
the insured participant.

– Limit the amount an in-
dividual or family would have 
to pay out of their own pock-
ets. This amount is equal to 
the limits for contributions 
to a Health Savings Account, 
which is $6,350 for an indi-
vidual or $12,700 for a family.

– Failure to comply with the 
individual mandate will result 
in a shared responsibility pay-
ment which will be implement-
ed incrementally over the next 
three years. For a schedule of 
the individual shared respon-

sibility payment, go to obam-
acarefacts.com/obamacare-
individual-mandate.php. 

Employer Mandate – 
Under the ACA, employers 
with 50 or more full-time 
equivalent (FTE) employees 
(FTE = 30 hours per week) 
are required to provide health 
insurance for every employee 
who works 30 or more hours 
per week. Failure to comply 
with the employer mandate 
will result in a shared respon-
sibility payment that can be 
very steep. For a schedule of 
the employer shared respon-
sibility payment, go to obam-
acarefacts.com/obamacare-
employer-mandate.php. 

Since most churches in Ar-
kansas do not meet or exceed 
the 50 FTE rule, the employer 
mandate will not impact many 
of our churches. However, 
the way many churches have 
approached providing health 
insurance for their employees 
in the past must change due 
to new regulations imposed by 
the ACA.

Health reimbursement 
arrangements – In the past, 
many churches have allowed 
their staff to purchase their 
own health insurance policies 
and reimbursed the premiums 
for the insurance directly to 
the employee. Under the regu-
lations of the ACA, beginning 
Jan. 1, 2014, this arrangement 
is no longer permissible unless 
the HRA is integrated with an 
employer owned group health 
insurance.

Cafeteria (Section 125) 
plans – A cafeteria plan gives 
employees the ability to reduce 
their salary before taxes to pay 
for out-of-pocket medical costs, 
child care, and premiums for 
personally owned health in-
surance. However, under the 
regulations of the ACA, begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2014, premiums 
for personally owned insur-
ance are no longer reimburs-
able under a cafeteria plan.

Personally owned health 
insurance paid directly by 
the employer – In the past, a 
church could allow an employ-
ee to purchase an individual 
health insurance policy and 

have the insurance company 
bill the church directly for the 
premiums. However, under 
the regulations of the ACA, 
beginning Jan. 1, 2014, this 
is no longer an acceptable ar-
rangement.

At this point, you’re prob-
ably asking what the bottom 
line is for churches who want 
to provide a tax break for their 
employees by providing health 
insurance as a benefit. Here is 
the bottom line:

– Employers may no longer 
provide employee owned in-
dividual health insurance for 
their employees on a tax-free 
basis. Neither are they able to 
reimburse for the premiums of 
this type of health insurance. 

– Employers may provide 
employees with group health 
insurance as a tax-free benefit. 
This can be done in one of 
three ways. (1) For Southern 
Baptist churches that currently 
have employees covered by in-
dividual policies provided by 
GuideStone, these individual 
policies are a tax-free benefit. 
Since GuideStone is a self-
funded plan that is provided 
by a denominational benefits 
board, even the individual pol-
icies are considered group cov-
erage. (2) A church can shop 
in their local health insurance 
market to find and provide 
a true group policy for their 
employees. (3) The church 
can provide health insurance 
through the SHOP Exchange, 
which is the government’s 
health care marketplace for 
small businesses. For more 
information about the SHOP 
Exchange, go to healthcare.
gov/small-businesses/employ-
ers/. 

Keep in mind these chang-
es went into effect on Jan. 
1, 2014. Therefore, if your 
church provided health in-
surance that is no longer con-
sidered a benefit under the 
ACA, it must be reported as 
income on the W-2 for 2014.

William Jaques serves as the 
GuideStone state representative 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. Contact him at 
800-838-2272, ext. 5121, or at 
wjaques@absc.org. 

Helpful Health Care Websites
www.guidestoneinsurance.org/HealthcareReform2

www.kff.org/health-reform
http://obamacarefacts.com 

www.healthcare.gov 
http://ahc.arkansas.gov 

www.healthcare.gov/small-businesses/employers/ 
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FAITH Joseph’s Story, a novel and Bible Study, 
comes to life as Joseph tells the story of his life 

experiences from the pit to his rise to power in Egypt. 
His is a story of maturing faith in Yahweh during many 
hardships leading to God’s divine purpose for his life. 
Following the novel, dig deeper into God’s Word with 
Bible study material and leader’s guide intended for 
individual or small group study. 

Faith Joseph’s Story is available from crossbooks.com, 
barnesandnoble.com and amazon.com. Information and 
book trailer available at sandrahardage.com.

continued from page one
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through the deployment of a 
mobile shower unit, washed 
54 loads of clothing and com-
pleted 112 recovery/cleanup 
jobs. Additionally, the ABSC 
reported that 33 ministry con-
tacts were made with people, 
with one person making a de-
cision to follow Jesus Christ.

3. ABSC announces re-
structuring Feb. 27/ABSC 
previews revitalization strat-
egy

A restructuring of the 
ABSC Executive Board min-
istries was approved Thurs-
day, Feb. 27, during a called 
meeting of the ABSC Board 
of Trustees.

ABSC Executive Direc-
tor J.D. “Sonny” Tucker told 
members of the board that 
“this is a big day” and that the 
restructuring was a result of lis-
tening sessions held through-
out the state among pastor 
groups representing large and 
small churches, associational 
missionaries, collegiate min-
isters and members of the 
ABSC Program Committee.

On Sept. 18, the ABSC 
launched the ABSC Church 
Revitalization emphasis with 
the goal of revitalizing the 
work of the local church and 
maximizing its mission to 
reach a lost world for Jesus 
Christ in Arkansas and be-
yond.

Throughout the year, 
ABSC staff crisscrossed the 
state, informing pastors of the 
new emphasis and enlisting 
churches to participate.

“Church revitalization is 
an attempt to really help us 
bring life to a world that is full 
of darkness,” David James, 
ABSC collegiate and young 
leaders team leader, told pas-
tors at a preview of the empha-
sis.

4. ‘Call to prayer’ issued by 
ABSC 

A two-day intensive prayer 
event titled “A Call to Pray 
for Revival & Awakening: 
A Gathering for Pastors and 
All Ministers” 
was held April 
21-22 at Geyer 
Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little 
Rock.

The prayer 
event was hosted 
by the ABSC Task 
Force for Prayer, 
Revival and Spiri-
tual Awakening, 
which is part 
of the church  

revitalization process.
Ronnie Floyd, task force 

member and senior pastor of 
Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, facilitated the event, 
with Julio Arriola, global wor-
ship pastor at Cross Church, 
and his worship team leading 
worship. 

The goal of the event was to 
have a time for serious prayer 
for revival in the Church and 
awakening in the nation, said 
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ABSC 
executive director.

5. Thousands respond dur-
ing Master’Singers tour 

More than 4,400 peo-
ple made decisions to “be-
come serious followers of 
Christ” during the Arkansas 
Master’Singers choir tour in 
western Ukraine April 21-May 
2.

The choir performed in 
eight evangelistic concerts, 
where the choir sang and in-
ternational evangelist Michael 
Gott preached. 

The Master’Singers mem-
bers also sang as part of three 
local church worship services 
during the trip.

More than 9,000 people 
attended the various events, 
with venues being so full that 
people often had to stand, said 
Larry Grayson, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention evange-
lism and church health team 
member.

6. Federal judges overturn 
Arkansas, Mississippi gay 
marriage bans 

On Nov. 19 Arkansas and 
Mississippi had state-mandat-
ed gay marriage bans over-
turned by federal judges, but 
both orders are on hold as 
states consider appeals to the 
ruling.

Both Arkansas and Missis-
sippi had voter-approved con-
stitutional amendments pass 
in 2004 that defined marriage 
as being between one man and 
one woman.

In Arkansas, U.S. District 
Judge Kristine Baker ruled 
in favor of two same-sex cou-
ples who had challenged the 
amendment, the Associated 
Press reported. The couples 

argued that the ban violated 
the U.S. Constitution and 
discriminated based on sexual 
orientation.

7. OBU finishes undefeat-
ed for first time 

The Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity Tigers rewrote Ouachi-
ta football history on Nov. 15 
with their 41-20 victory over 
rival Henderson State Uni-
versity (HSU). In addition to 
winning the 88th Battle of the 
Ravine, the Tigers finished the 
regular season with an unde-
feated, untied 10-0 record for 
the first time in program his-
tory.

Along with claiming the 
Great American Conference 
(GAC) championship with the 
win, the Tigers finished the 
season with a No. 1 ranking 
in Super Region Three of the 
NCAA Division II Football 
Championship.

8. BSU icon Jamie Jones 
dies at 91 

Jamie Jones, 91, longtime 
Baptist Student Union (now 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry) 
director at the University of 
Arkansas, and a Christian icon 
in the Fayetteville community, 
died Sept. 9.

Jones served as the Baptist 
Student Union (BSU) direc-
tor/Baptist campus minister 
at the University of Arkansas 
for 37 years (1951-1988), the 
second longest tenure of any 
Baptist campus minister on a 
single campus in the United 
States. 

“Jamie has been the great-
est influence in collegiate min-
istry in the state of Arkansas. 
His involvement in the Third 
Century Campaign in the 
1980s raised over $1 million 
to further collegiate ministry 
in Arkansas,” said Lynn Loyd, 
missions consultant for the 
ABSC collegiate and young 
leaders team. 

“The BSU Advancement 
Fund held by the Southern 
Baptist Foundation was an ini-
tiative by Jamie and others to 
provide BSU ministry funds in 
conventions in the west, north-
west and northeast United 
States,” he said.  

9. High court rules for 
Hobby Lobby 

The Supreme Court struck 
down a key mandate of the Af-
fordable Care Act, ruling for 
the first time “closely held” 
companies may exercise their 
religious opinions and consci-
entiously object to providing 
abortion-inducing contracep-
tives to employees through 
their health insurance plans. 

Writing for the majority in 
Burwell (Sebelius) v. Hobby 
Lobby on June 30, Justice 
Samuel Alito claimed the Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration 
Act provides individually or 
family-owned businesses, such 
as Hobby Lobby, with pro-
tections against government 
mandates that violate religious 
conscience.

10. David Platt to lead 
SBC’s IMB 

Alabama pastor and author 

David Platt was elected presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board 
(IMB) Aug. 27 by board trust-
ees meeting at the IMB’s In-
ternational Learning Center in 
Rockville, Va. 

Platt, 36, pastor of The 
Church at Brook Hills, a 
Southern Baptist congregation 
in Birmingham, Ala., immedi-
ately took office as president of 
the 169-year-old organization, 
the largest denominational 
missionary-sending body 
among American evangelicals. 
More than 4,800 Southern 
Baptist international mission-
aries serve worldwide. 

Platt succeeds former South-
ern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
President Tom Elliff, who has 
served as IMB president since 
March 2011.

Compiled by Arkansas Baptist 
News staff.
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Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

While doing God’s work – with 
the approval of the king – rebuilding 
the wall around Jerusalem, Nehemiah 
encountered constant difficulties and 
threats, especially from other leaders. 
Nehemiah 6:1-9 says that it is clear 
that trouble and 
persecution will 
seek us out as we 
attempt to follow 
Christ. However, 
we can rejoice, 
even during our tri-
als, knowing that 
we are sustained by 
God.

In Nehemiah 6, we 
see that Nehemiah un-
derstands the nature of 
Sanballat’s scheme, so he 
refuses to stop the work to 
meet with him. Addition-
ally, Nehemiah doesn’t 
worry about his reputa-
tion.

Acts 24:16 says, “So I 
strive always to keep my 
conscience clear before 
God and man.” 

In addition to attempting to keep a 
clear conscience, we need to pray fre-
quently, especially when facing adver-
sity.

We should shadow Nehemiah in 
his desire to pray, pray again and then 

pray again. The Book of Nehemiah re-
counts over and over how much time 
he spent in prayer. What an example to 
model in our prayer lives!

I love the word “loyal.” When I 
think of being faithful, I think of being 

loyal. It’s like hav-
ing a favorite 
sports team. We 
cheer that team 
on; we’re decked 
out in the colors 
faithfully at each 
game and decorate 
our yards with en-

couraging signs. Whether 
our team is having a losing 
or winning season, we’re 
loyal no matter what. God 
is always faithful and loyal 
to us. God gives us the 
power to be faithful what-
ever comes our way. Faith-
fulness should become a 
part of who we are!

The end of Nehemiah 6 
recounts that the wall was 
completed. Nehemiah’s 

enemies saw that God works through 
faithful people. 

Even though few, if any, of us will be 
called to lead like Nehemiah, we are all 
dependent on God working through 
us, knowing that He will get all the 
glory!

This wasn’t done without sacrifice. 
It meant we would not have the $2 mil-
lion or $3 million for a down payment. 
We would have to downsize our dream 
church. We didn’t have any ministry 
partners to help staff and run a minis-

try center in Con-
way. It was a big 
leap of faith. 

The vision be-
came a reality. 
Our old campus 
is now a minis-
try center, and 
Second Baptist 

Church, Conway, has 
relocated to a new facil-
ity. The old facility now 
houses a center with mul-
tiple ministry partners to 
meet spiritual needs, as 
well as needs regarding 
food, clothing, shelter, 
life skills training, em-
ployment and education 
assistance and children’s 
programs. There are two 
churches meeting where 

there once was only one.
We need to be ready to help those in 

need. The needy will always be with us 
(Deut. 15:11; Matt. 26:11). We need to 
open our hearts and hands wide. The 
Lord blesses us so that we can bless oth-
ers. 

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

Music has been a big part of my life 
since beginning cello in the fourth 
grade. When my family moved to Ar-
kansas, I started on the trombone. I 
have been a handbell choir member 
in each of the three churches I have 
served. Currently, I 
play bass guitar in 
our church’s praise 
band, as well as 
trombone in a local 
community band.

When done cor-
rectly, various band 
members playing 
different notes at the 
same time can produce 
beautiful chord structures, 
making the piece more in-
teresting than if everyone 
played the same note at 
the same time. Also, some 
instruments playing loud-
er while others are softer 
or even silent can make a 
piece more interesting.

If a band member be-
gins playing what they 
want, with no regard to musical notes 
or dynamics, chaos soon follows. Even 
worse, if during a concert an instru-
mentalist puts down his horn and pro-
ceeds trying to play another instrument 
on which he has not been trained, the 
forthcoming sounds would be awful 
and the concert would be ruined. A 

good musician plays his appointed part 
to the best of his ability.

When the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s 
wall was complete, this did not make 
the city completely secure. Nehemiah 
selected people to fulfill various roles 

to help keep the 
area safe. He ap-
pointed his broth-
er, Hanani, to be 
in charge over 
Jerusalem (Neh. 
7:2). Hanani then 
appointed guards 
for different posts, 

as well as for individual 
homes (Neh. 7:3). Nehe-
miah also appointed gate-
keepers and singers (Neh. 
7:1). Even the Levites, or 
the priests, had a function 
(Neh. 7:1). All of these 
people came together, ful-
filling their various roles, 
to accomplish a common 
purpose: the securing and 
eventual rebuilding of Je-
rusalem.

This certainly has application for us 
as well. God has gifted individuals to 
function in a local church for a com-
mon purpose. Greeters, ushers, musi-
cians, teachers, nursery workers and 
pastors all work together to reach the 
community for Christ and equip believ-
ers. Are you doing your appointed part?

One of the truths that we must deal 
with in our Christian walk is the fact 
that our joy is, at times, tempered with 
the physical reality of living life as a bro-
ken, sinful human. 

Some unbiblical teachers will try to 
convince you that 
sickness or disease 
is a result of a lack 
of faithfulness. 

What we find in 
the Bible, though, 
is something dras-
tically different 
and far more com-
forting. What we find in 
Scripture is a promise – 
the promise that Jesus will 
never leave us. 

Paul, of all the New Tes-
tament writers, seemed to 
have dealt with the limita-
tions of the body. Though 
we cannot definitively 
know what this “thorn in 
the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7) 
was, it doesn’t take us 
long to understand what 
Paul was going through – some form of 
physical limitation, illness or sickness 
that just kept causing pain and discom-
fort. 

Despite the pain Paul felt, he points 
us toward a couple of truths that we 
can apply today in our own lives. 

First, Paul presses us to change our 

focus. Focusing on the pain, sickness 
or hardship will inevitably lead to dis-
couragement. 

As difficult as it may seem, the 
hardships of our lives do not deserve 
our full attention. It is when “we fix 

our eyes” (2 Cor. 
4:18) on Jesus 
Christ that we are 
reminded of what 
is most important. 
A change of focus 
can mean a renew-
al of joy and life! 

Second, we are 
reminded that God can 
and does bring redemp-
tion out of what we con-
sider to be a disaster. 
Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” 
ended up being used by 
God to push Paul into un-
derstanding the strength 
of Jesus Christ. 

Likewise, your own 
hardship can be used by 
our Lord to usher you 
into a time of worship, re-

vival or restoration. 
God may redeem your sickness by 

drawing you closer to Him. He may 
redeem your pain by giving you a testi-
mony that will impact others. He may 
redeem your disease by increasing 
your faith during a dark and difficult 
time. 

Sherrill Moffett
member

First Baptist
Pocahontas

Be faithful in adversity
Nehemiah 6:1-19 

ExplorE thE BiBlE
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Cindy James
children’s minister

Calvary Baptist 
Camden

Deuteronomy 15:7-8 (NKJV) says, 
“If there is among you a poor man of 
your brethren, within any of the gates 
in your land which the Lord your God 
is giving you, you shall not harden 
your heart nor shut your hand from 
your poor brother, 
but you shall open 
your hand wide to 
him and willingly 
lend him sufficient 
for his need, what-
ever he needs.” 

We are not told 
to do a little. We 
are told to be generous! 

Our church had plans 
to relocate. We needed to 
sell our old facility before 
we could build our dream 
church. That all changed 
when one of our deacons 
came back from a disaster 
relief deployment after a 
tornado hit Vilonia a few 
years ago. While he was 
cutting trees off of homes, 
the Lord gave him a vision 
of what could be done with our old 
church. He came back excited, explain-
ing that our present church facilities 
could be turned into a ministry cen-
ter to meet the physical and spiritual 
needs of our city. He cast the vision! 
The pastor and the church caught it.

Ready to help the poor
DeuteroNomy 15:7-11

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Do your appointed part
Nehemiah 7:1-8

ExplorE thE BiBlE

When sickness comes to stay
2 CoriNthiaNs 4:16-18; 12:7-10

BiBlE StudiES for lifE
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