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Thomas

LITTLE ROCK – Bobby G. Thom-
as, 37, of Cabot, has been named 
president-elect of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation.

Thomas, who serves as the 
Foundation’s institutional 
investment consultant, was 
selected at the Foundation’s 
May board of trustees meet-
ing. Thomas replaces David 
Moore, 63, who will retire on 
or before April 1, 2015.

Board chairman Tom Stal-
ey, a Little Rock attorney, ex-
plained the process involved in the 
selection of Thomas as the Founda-
tion’s next president.  

“Our fiduciary responsibilities 
require great diligence in selecting 

USCIRF report says:

WASHINGTON (BP) – Religious 
liberty continues to suffer globally at 
the hands of extremists and totalitar-
ian governments, according to a new 
report by a congressionally approved 
watchdog.

In its annual report, the United 
States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) rec-
ommended the same countries it 
had proposed in 2012, with one ex-
ception, be named to the list of the 
world’s worst violators of religious 
liberty. USCIRF urged the U.S. 
State Department April 30 to des-
ignate 15 governments as “countries 
of particular concern” (CPCs).

Those 15 recommendations in-
cluded eight for re-designation that 
already have been labeled CPCs 
by the State Department: Burma, 
China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Uzbeki-

stan. The other seven USCIRF 
proposed for CPC designation are 
Egypt, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan, Tajiki-
stan, Turkmenistan and Vietnam. 

The bipartisan commission – 
which advises the White House, 
State Department and Congress on 
religious freedom conditions over-
seas – recommended Turkey’s inclu-
sion on the CPC list last year but 
not this year.

The State Department has not 
named CPCs since August 2011.

USCIRF Chair Katrina Lantos 
Swett described the condition of 
global religious freedom as “increas-
ingly dire due to the presence of 
forces that fuel instability.”

“These forces include the rise of 
violent religious extremism coupled 
with the actions and inactions of 

our leadership. Dr. Moore has been 
working with our board for the past 
two years in anticipation of such a 

transition. We have identi-
fied a number of potential 
candidates to replace Moore 
one day, but no one was as 
promising to us as Bobby 
Thomas,” said Staley. 

A native of West Mem-
phis, Thomas is a member 
and deacon at Mount Car-
mel Baptist Church, Cabot. 
He is presently first vice 

president at Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner and Smith Inc. in Little 
Rock, where he has been employed 

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

STUTTGART – The man 
needed a job – and he 
had one at his fingertips. 
He was told he would be 
hired if he could procure a 
simple prescription to con-
trol a medical issue. There 
was only one problem. He 
didn’t have the money for 
a regular doctor’s visits and the pre-
scription he needed.

So he walked into Christian Char-
ity Clinic – Stuttgart, paying the 

token $10 for the visit with coins. 
A short time later, he walked 
out with his free prescription, 
got the job and is now able to 
provide for his family.

The man is just one of 
the people the clinic has 
been able to help in the few 
months it has been open.

“We haven’t seen large 
numbers of people yet, … but 
we’ve been able to help some 

people in significant ways,” said 
Sam Roberts, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart – the church that 
started the clinic.

The clinic was started in January 
and is open once a month; but it has 
been in the works for years.

“It began about three years ago 
in the heart of one of our members, 
who happens to be a physician, who 
came to me and had a burden for 
starting a ministry like that,” said 
Roberts. 

So the church began praying, re-
searching and talking to people with 
similar clinics and then launched 
Christian Charity Clinic – Stuttgart 
this year.

Roberts said one of the reasons 
they decided to begin the clinic was 

that they had multiple medical per-
sonnel in their church. 

“I truly believe that God sends 
individuals to churches for specific 
reasons for fulfilling the Great Com-
mission,” Roberts explained. “And 
we noticed … that we had a lot of 
medical professionals in our church. 
... And in my mind, it’s not just, 
‘Oh, thank You, God.” It’s, “Why 
do You have them here?”

Along with First Baptist mem-
bers, clinic volunteers include mem-
bers from other churches and the 

Sharing clothing and Christ
under the Broadway Bridge
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

THE RUMBLE OF CARS passing 
high overhead is distinctive as hun-
dreds of homeless people and oth-
ers experiencing hard times gather 
underneath the Broadway Bridge 
in Little Rock.

On this cold and misty morn-
ing, they will be receiving not only 
a hot breakfast, but clothing do-
nated by a number of area church-
es and at least one business – all in 
the name of Jesus Christ.

“We do this because, as you see, 
there are 200 people here,” said 
Maria George, gesturing toward 

the crowd with a look of concern 
on her face. George, along with 
her husband, Jerry, started Hope 
for the Homeless in March 2012. 
They are now joined by a number 
of area churches every two weeks 
throughout the year, rain or shine.

“There is such a need for items 
such as clothing, for food, for toi-
letries,” she said. “That’s what 
we’re instructed to do … to show 
love.” The Georges are members of 
Fellowship Baptist Church, Cabot.

On April 27, when the Arkansas 
Baptist News visited, six churches 
had volunteers serving. They were 

See BRIDGE page 7

Roberts



2   May 16, 2013TOP STORIESTOP STORIES

Bostick to lead ABSC evangelism team
LITTLE ROCK – Terry Bostick, 
46, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Oxford, Ala., has been 
named team leader of the 
Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church 
growth team. He replac-
es J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, 
who served in the posi-
tion before being named 
ABSC executive director 
in December 2012.

Bostick is no stranger 
to Arkansas, having previ-
ously served as a team member of 
the ABSC evangelism and church 
growth team from 1999 until 2006, 

when he became pastor of First Bap-
tist, Oxford.

While in Arkansas, Bo-
stick was interim pastor 
of Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church, Cabot; Central 
Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, and Eastside Bap-
tist Church, Paragould, as 
well as adjunct professor at 
Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity, Arkadelphia.

“I’m excited about com-
ing back (to the state),” Bo-
stick told the Arkansas Bap-

tist News. “I love Arkansas Baptist 
churches. I want to encourage pas-
tors and laypeople to help them ac-

complish their mission – which is to 
reach the lost for Christ. My goal is 
to help congregations move outside 
the walls of the church as they share 
the gospel.”

Bostick added that he looks for-
ward to working with Tucker, who 
was his supervisor during the time 
he served in Arkansas. 

“I have great confidence in his 
leadership,” he said.

Tucker said Bostick will make a 
great addition to the ABSC staff. 

“It is an honor to have Terry Bo-
stick join our team at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. He has a 
deep love for our state, and an excel-
lent grasp on the work of the evange-
lism and church growth team,” said 
Tucker, adding, “He will be a great 
friend and a tremendous asset to our 
pastors, staff and lay leaders.”

Prior to Arkansas, Bostick was 
minister of education at First Bap-

Bostick

continued from page one
THOMAS

tist Church, Bastrop, La., from 1995 
to 1998; minister of education and 
youth at First Baptist, Oxford, Ala., 
from 1993 to 1995, and minister of 
education and youth at Lakeview 
Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, 
from 1991 to 1992.

Bostick was licensed and or-
dained to the gospel ministry by 
First Baptist Church, West Monroe, 
La. He has a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from North-
east Louisiana University, Monroe; 
a Master of Arts in religious educa-
tion degree and a Master of Divin-
ity in biblical languages degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, and 
a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.

Bostick’s official start date is May 
28. He and his wife, LeaAnn, have a 
daughter, Lindsey, 20. 

ABN Father of Year 
contest; ends May 31
ONLY TWO WEEKS remain be-
fore the entry deadline for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News’  (ABN) annual 
A Tribute to Godly Fathers contest.

In an effort to honor all fathers, 
each year the ABN selects a Father of 
the Year based on entries.

The issue prior to Father’s Day 
announces the winner and includes 
the winning tribute, which will be 
chosen based on qualities of the 
father, godliness of the man being 
honored and inspiration and read-
ability of the essay submitted.

The essay contest is limited to fa-
thers who are members of Arkansas 
Southern Baptist churches. Writers 

are asked to submit a brief tribute 
(300 words or less) about their father 
or another worthy father they know. 
The father’s full name and church 
home, as well as the phone number 
and email address of the submitter, 
must be included with the tribute. 

The ABN will recognize the win-
ner in his local church and present 
him with a gift June 9.

All tributes should be received in 
the ABN office no later than May 31. 

Send tributes to Father of the 
Year Contest, Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Drive, Little 
Rock, AR 72204, or email to gayla@
arkansasbaptist.org.

since 1997. He has degrees from the 
University of Pennsylvania and Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas. Thom-
as’ wife, Jennifer, is a 1998 graduate 
of Ouachita Baptist University. They 
have two daughters, Abigail, 8, and 
Annie, 5.

“We have worked with him for 
the past 13 years, we know him well, 
and we are extremely excited that he 
will be our next leader. The depar-
ture of Jeff Steed as vice president 
has given us momentum to deter-
mine our next staff movements. 
We were hoping to keep Moore for 
much longer, but our board is very 
pleased to settle our future,” Staley 
said.

Thomas is one of 65 “institu-
tional consultants” employed in the 
Merrill Lynch/Bank of America sys-
tem, said Staley, adding, “In God’s 
providence, Bobby is the only one in 
Arkansas, and he lives in Cabot. He 
has been an indispensable supporter 
of our ministry and has worked ex-
tremely hard to develop an excellent 
investment program at the Foun-
dation. He has grown to love our 
work.”

Moore said Thomas brings a great 
amount of finance experience to the 
position of leading the Foundation.

“Although I was raised in a busi-
ness, my background is ministry. I 
was a pastor for 19 years when God 
led me into this work,” said Moore. 
“In reverse, Bobby has been working 
in finance for the past 19 years, and 
now God is leading him into minis-
try. He is a rare find in many ways.  
He is loved and appreciated already 
by our board, staff and many of our 
donors.”

Thomas is a certified institutional 
management analyst.  

Moore said in his position at Mer-
rill Lynch, Thomas is often called 
“the Baptist guy” for his work with 
the Foundation, his church and the 
state convention. 

Staley added, “Bobby has been a 

leader in teaching fiduciary respon-
sibility to nonprofits in Arkansas 
and other states, and we considered 
that one of the primary competen-
cies for our position.”

“I am thrilled to be considered,” 
said Thomas following the an-
nouncement. “A friend asked me 
a few months ago if I would be in-
terested in the Foundation position 
one day. I told him that I enjoy my 
current job, but if I would ever leave 
Merrill, it would be for that kind of 
ministry position. We now see that 
God has been leading me and my 
wife to move in this new direction.”

Moore said, while the transition 
“will be a slow one,” it will allow 
time for Thomas to transition from 
his responsibilities at Merrill Lynch 
and for the Foundation to prepare 
for a new leader.  

“Bobby and I are great friends, 
and the transition will be an enjoy-
able time for both of us. He will be 
able to watch and sometimes par-
ticipate in a full Foundation year 
of activity.  That will be very help-
ful to him in understanding our 
work,” said Moore. “As I begin to 
consider a new phase in my life, I 
will be happy to turn over the day-
to-day leadership responsibilities to 
someone who can take us to a new 
and higher level. “

The Foundation’s assets have 
grown under Moore’s leadership 
from $40 million to more than $205 
million today. In December, Moore 
will complete 20 years of leadership.  

In other business at the May 
meeting, the Foundation’s audi-
tors reported on 2012 and compli-
mented the staff and board on an 
excellent year with investments and 
accounting, said Moore. During the 
past year, assets under management 
grew by almost $19 million. 

Eleven scholarship awards were 
granted totaling $33,750 in college 
and seminary scholarships for next 
school year. In the first quarter, 
about $340,000 in Hammons schol-
arships were awarded along with a 
$200,000 Hammons’ capital grant 
to Ouachita Baptist University.

Our summer vacation/SBC 
preview is coming May 30

Clinic helps teen mothers
LITTLE ROCK – A new Baptist 
Health program aims to help preg-
nant teenagers and young mothers 
understand and cope with the chal-
lenges and emotional issues that 
arise from their pregnancies so they 
can make good choices for them-
selves and their babies.

“When looking at the teenage 
pregnancy statistics, it was staggering 
to me the amount of young girls we 
have out there becoming parents,” 
said Dori Haddock, the program’s 
clinical director. “I know how chal-
lenging becoming a new mother can 
be on a good day, but to be a teen-
ager and a parent seems completely 
overwhelming.”

“During my career as a therapist, 
I have seen many underlying issues 
that affect teenage girls that can 
often lead to an unplanned preg-
nancy. There is such a need to help 
these girls identify what is going on 
within them, their family and their 
lives and address these issues to offer 
a successful future,” Haddock said.

According to government statis-

tics, about 1,300 babies have been 
born to teenagers under the age of 
18 in Arkansas in the past three 
years.

Baptist Health’s new program 
specifically serves teenage girls or 
young women who have been diag-
nosed with or present with symp-
toms of depression, anxiety, bipolar 
disorder and attention deficit hyper-
activity disorder.

The support program seeks to 
help address issues throughout the 
patient’s pregnancy and even after-
ward in all areas of their lives, in-
cluding home and school.

“Our goal is to offer intensive and 
supportive therapeutic services to 
these girls, their families and most 
importantly their child. The hope is 
to help them become independent, 
make good choices for themselves 
and their child and to achieve the 
educational and personal goals they 
have set for themselves,” Haddock 
said.

More information is available at 
www.baptist-health.com.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Ag, goat project helps Haiti
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKANSAS BAPTISTS have been 
on the ground to help since a 2010 
earthquake devastated the island na-
tion of Haiti. And now, more than 
three years later, they are still going 
strong – seeing hundreds accept 
Christ – and they are expanding 
both the location and types of their 
ministries. New facets of ministry 
include an agricultural demonstra-
tion farm, a partnership in northern 
Haiti and a goat project.

Bob Fielding, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) missions 
ministries team member and Haiti 
project coordinator, said the ABSC 
sent Luckenson Pierre Louis, a Hai-
tian man who has worked as a trans-
lator for Arkansas Baptist teams, 
to Honduras to receive agricultural 
training in order to bring the tech-
niques back to Haiti and teach them 
to his people.

While there, Louis learned about 
Sloping Agricultural Land Tech-
nology, how to make inexpensive 
stoves that improve health by keep-
ing smoke out of houses, how to 
make grain silos so corn cannot be 
attacked by animals and more.

Louis will implement these tech-
niques at an agricultural demonstra-
tion farm the convention plans to 
build in the mountains, said Field-
ing, teaching other Haitians how to 
implement them as well.

Fielding said Louis will be super-
vised by Ron Baker, an agricultural 
expert from First Baptist Church, 
Piggott, and Dan Watson, who runs 
the center where Louis studied in 
Honduras and who is a member of 
First Baptist Church, Walnut Ridge. 
Roody Joseph, who serves as the AB-
SC’s partner in Haiti, will oversee 
the project. 

“I believe that if Jesus doesn’t 
come back, there will be people alive 

50 years from now that would not 
have been alive because of this work. 
It is really going to change lives,” 
said Fielding. “And not only will the 
farmers have enough to feed their 
families now, but the goal would be 
for them to im-
prove their crops 
to have a surplus 
where they could 
sell it.” 

Another new 
aspect of ABSC 
ministry is the 
c o n v e n t i o n ’ s 
partnership with 
Monel Jules, 
church planter 
and dean of the 
theology depart-
ment at North 
Hait i  Chris -
tian University 
(NHCU), located 
in Limbé, Haiti.

Arkansas Bap-
tist teams have al-
ready started vol-
unteering at the 
university and at 
the church where 
Jules is pastor. 

And it is not 
a one-sided partnership. Students 
from NHCU will soon be travel-
ing to serve at the Arkansas Baptist 
compound in Léogâne as a summer 
mission trip.

The ABSC is also partnering with 
Jules to start a goat project. Fielding 
said Jules can buy a goat for $50. 
The goat is then given to a family 
who is required to return the first 
female so that it can be given to an-
other family.

Through the Haiti fund provided 
by Arkansas Baptists, the ABSC has 
sent money for Jules to buy 20 goats.

Fielding said Jules and his wife 
will come to Arkansas in August to 
share about the work in Limbé.

Meanwhile, along with new initia-
tives, the ABSC is continuing the 
rest of its work in Haiti and seeing 
numerous salvations.

– A group from Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, Cabot, saw dozens 

saved after show-
ing the “JESUS” 
f i lm. Several 
more were saved 
when a motor-
cycle taxi driver 
stole one of the 
team’s “slip discs” 
only to return to 
talk to someone. 
He eventually ac-
cepted Christ, as 
did several of his 
fellow taxi drivers.

– Faith Bap-
t ist  Church,             
DeWitt, recently 
traveled to Haiti, 
and more than 
100 people were 
saved. 

– Fielding said 
Larry White, pas-
tor of First Baptist 
Church, Chero-
kee Village, took 
a dental team to 

Haiti, and while they were there, 
they led 315 inmates to Christ. They 
are now helping build a medical ve-
hicle for the ABSC to use in Haiti. 
The vehicle will be equipped for op-
tical, dental and medical exams.

– Arkansas Baptists have also 
been training Haitian women to 
do prison ministry, and progress is 
being made for these women to be 
granted clearance to enter the pris-
on.

Fielding said several weeks are 
open in 2013 for teams to visit either 
the Léogâne or the Limbé locations 
in Haiti.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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governments,” Swett said in a writ-
ten statement. “Extremists target 
religious minorities and dissenters 
from majority religious communi-
ties for violence, including physical 
assaults and even murder. Authori-
tarian governments also repress re-
ligious freedom through intricate 
webs of discriminatory rules, arbi-
trary requirements and draconian 
edicts.”

The commission also placed eight 
countries on Tier 2, formerly known 
as its “watch list.” Tier 2 countries, 
on the threshold of recommenda-
tion for CPC or Tier 1 designation, 
are Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Cuba, 
India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Laos 
and Russia. 

Among the religious freedom 
violations cited by USCIRF are the 
following:

– Military abuses of Christians 

and nongovernment violence 
against Muslims in Burma (Myan-
mar).

– China’s persecution of Tibetan 
Buddhists, Uighur Muslims and 
Falun Gong adherents, as well as 
the detention of Catholic priests 
and more than 1,000 underground 
Protestants.

– Egypt’s failure to protect Coptic 
Christians against violence.

– The deteriorating state of reli-
gious liberty in Iran that includes 
the arrest, imprisonment, torture 
and execution of Baha’is, Christians 
and Sufi Muslims.

– Nigeria’s toleration of violence 
against Christians and Muslims.

– Sudanese enforcement of strict 
Islamic law on Muslims and non-
Muslims.

– Tajikistan’s repression of all 
religious expression outside govern-
ment control.

– An increase in harassment and 
violence in India for such minority 
groups as Christians, Jehovah’s Wit-

nesses, Muslims and Sikhs.
– Russia’s favoritism of the Rus-

sian Orthodox Church and its sup-
pression of “nontraditional” reli-
gious groups.

Swett called for American foreign 
policy to recognize “the critical role 
religious freedom plays” in many of 
these countries.

“Religious freedom is both a 
pivotal human right under interna-
tional law and a key factor that helps 
determine whether a nation experi-
ences stability or chaos,” she said.

As it has in the past, the com-
mission said the administration 
has failed to utilize adequately the 
actions provided under federal law 
to gain religious freedom improve-
ments in CPCs. Those actions in-
clude sanctions against violators. 

The U.S. president and Congress 
select the members of USCIRF. The 
panel usually consists of 9 members 
but had only eight during the report-
ing period, which covered Jan. 31, 
2012 to Jan. 31, 2013.

Ron Baker, an agricultural expert from First 
Baptist Church, Piggott, visits with Luckenson 
Pierre Louis about his agricultural training.

52,000-plus letters
written to U.S. pastor 
WASHINGTON (BP) – More 
than 52,000 letters have been 
written to American pastor Saeed 
Abedini, commending him for 
his strong demonstration of 
faith as he languishes in an Ira-
nian prison. The Web-based cam-
paign was launched by the Amer-
ican Center for Law and Justice 
(ACLJ) ahead of Abedini’s 33rd 
birthday May 7. ACLJ, which is 
representing Abedini’s wife and 
children who live in the United 
States, reported that 52,501 let-
ters had been written to the pas-
tor, a U.S. citizen of Iranian de-
scent who has been sentenced to 
eight years in prison for convert-
ing to Christianity. More letters 
can still be written at SaveSaeed.
org. 

Planned Parenthood 
understanding ‘foggy’ 
WASHINGTON (BP) – Ameri-
cans may think they are familiar 
with Planned Parenthood, but a 
new survey shows they actually 
aren’t well-informed about the 
country’s No. 1 abortion pro-
vider. The National Right to Life 
Committee commissioned the 
Polling Company to conduct the 
survey, which found that 88 per-
cent of registered voters polled 
said they were familiar with 
Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America. Of that total, 
41 percent said they were very 
familiar and 47 percent said they 
were somewhat familiar. The poll 
found 63 percent had a favorable 
opinion of the organization. 
That total included 38 percent 
who described themselves as pro-
life.

‘Stand with Scouts’
action plan announced
NASHVILLE (BP) – “Stand with 
Scouts,” a national simulcast by 
the Family Research Council, 
urged viewers to preserve Scout-
ing’s traditional values by op-
posing a policy change to allow 
youth who identify themselves as 
gay to become Scouts. Organiz-
ers said the online simulcast’s 
purpose May 5 was to provide 
information about the signifi-
cance of the proposed change 
and how people can get involved.  
The matter will put to a vote by 
Scouting’s 1,432 voting members 
at the national convention sched-
uled for May 23 in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area.
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I’m curious about some statistics. 
The ones I have in mind would be 
the number of people killed last year 
by guns and the number killed as a 
result of alcohol. The reason for my 
curiosity is in response to the heated 
rhetoric over gun control.

If there happens to be any, I say 
any, closeness in 
numbers, wouldn’t 
it seem logical that 
those same indi-
viduals who are adamant about gun 
control in order to save lives should 
also be as active in alcohol control?

Maybe we are just selective in what 
we want to legalize as killing tools. 
What do you think?

According to my research, in 2010 
there were 10,228 killed in alcohol-re-
lated automobile deaths where blood 
alcohol content level of .08 or higher 
was registered, according to the Na-
tional Highway Safety Transportation 
Administration’s National Center 
for Statistics and Analysis. This does 
not include domestic violence deaths 
where alcohol was present.

 
Glen Ennes
Republic, Mo.
(Retired ABSC employee)

According to the Book Acts (also 
known as Acts of the Apostles), first 
century Christians were:

– Filled with the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:1-4).

– Thrilled as they saw thousands 
respond to the gospel message (Acts 

2:41-47).
– Bold and Cou-

rageous – like Peter, 
John and the first 
martyr Stephen – 
even in the face of 
suffering and death 
(Acts 4-7).

– Always ready to 
tell others of their 

crucified and risen Lord, such as in 
Acts 3:12-26 when Peter seizes the 
opportunity to preach after the heal-
ing of the crippled beggar, or in Acts 
8 when Philip preaches in Samaria.

As I read through these Scrip-
tures, it is evident to me that first 
century Christians were definitely 
committed to excellence when it 
came to telling others about Jesus 
Christ!

All we have to do is look around 

I am amazed by the human body 
and the wonderful things it can 

do.
I often watch in awe as athletes 

perform what seem to be superhu-
man feats – all in an effort to defeat 
a foe on the field of play.

It dawned on 
me recently, while 
watching a sport-
ing event, the God 
of the universe 
gives His children 
the same “champi-
onship” power to 
witness through 
power and the 
might of the Holy Spirit!

As Christ-followers in the 21st 
century, why don’t we live out our 
faith in champion like fashion, 
through the Spirit of God, seeking 
to do all we can to bring everyone 
we can to a saving knowledge of 
Christ?

So how do 21st century Chris-
tians stack up to first century Chris-
tians in their witness and character-
istics? 

Witness like a first century Christian

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   
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T here have been numerous points of contention 
among Southern Baptists over the past three 

centuries; but the eternal destination of human be-
ings who die without accepting Christ has never 
been one of them. Understanding the necessity of 
salvation, however, is much different than having ab-
solute assurance of being saved. 

In his new book, “Stop Asking Jesus Into Your 
Heart: How to 
Know for Sure 
You Are Saved,” 
J.D. Greear, 
lead pastor of 
The Summit 
Church in Ra-
leigh-Durham, 
N.C., tackles issues of assurance of salvation, issues 
he says are an “epidemic” within today’s church.

Greear places problems of assurance of salvation 
within two categories: lack of assurance and false as-
surance – the former affecting those who are saved 
but struggle with doubting their faith and the latter 
categorizing those who have not yet accepted Christ 
but falsely believe they have. 

The author cedes that the book’s title is a loaded 
one and explains his reasoning behind it. Greear 
writes there is no inherent harm in what he calls the 
“gospel cliché,” the “evangelical shorthand” used 

by many evangelicals when they call for unbelievers 
to make an immediate decision for Christ and “ask 
Jesus into their hearts” in order to be saved. He says 
that it is neither heretical to “ask Jesus into your 
heart” or to press for a decision when sharing Christ 
with nonbelievers. The problem with the shorthand 
in reality, Greear writes, is that so many people, even 

those witnessing, rely more 
on the “Protestant ritual” 
of asking Christ into one’s 
heart, rather than the more 
biblical concept of gaining 
salvation through a “posture 
of repentance and faith that 
you begin in a moment and 
maintain for the rest of your 
life.”

Through eight chapters 
(and two appendixes), 
Greear aims to make the ar-
gument that assurance of sal-

vation is not simply a luxury given to a select few, but 
an essential element of one’s salvation and personal 
relationship with Christ.

Greear states his goal for the reader at the end of 
the first chapter, writing, “My prayer is that by the 
time we’re done, you’ll know exactly where you stand 
with God.”

BOOK REVIEW

Caleb Yarbrough
 Arkansas Baptist News

‘Stop Asking Jesus Into Your Heart’
By J.D. Greear, B&H Publishing, 2013

us and read today’s headlines to see 
there is an urgency to be a bold wit-
ness for Jesus Christ today, perhaps 
today more than ever in the history 
of the world!

Take a minute to consider the 

LETTER

Gun control

spiritual condition of those you 
come in contact with each week. 

Commit to pray for them, asking 
God to open a door of opportunity 
to witness to them and be a cham-
pion for Christ!
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Family Matters
‘Chores please’ 

O  n a recent trip, we dis-
cussed chores in our 

home. You know you’re in for 
a challenging discussion when 
you begin a dialogue with your 
children about chores and one 
of them says, “Oh, please no!” 
and another 
says, “How 
do you spell 
‘chore’?”  

One of my 
goals, as a par-
ent, is to train 
my children 
to please God 
in all of their activities, even 
in their daily chores. In order 
to accomplish this, one has to 
help children see their world 
and their chores from God’s 
perspective. Some verses pro-
viding guidance for us were: 
Proverbs 6:6-8 (take initiative); 
Luke 16:10 (be faithful in small 
things); 1 Corinthians 10:31 
(glorify God); Ephesians 6:1-4 
(honor parents); Philippians 
2:14 (positive attitude); Colos-
sians 3:17, 23 (work for God), 
and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 (re-
sponsible living). Memorizing 
and discussing what these vers-
es mean and how to apply them 
has helped my children learn to 
please God through chores.

Scripture lays a foundation 
for parent and child, providing 
proper motivation to please 
God in our chores. Identify age-
appropriate chores and begin 
young. Start slowly and add 
additional chores as they grow.  
Change up their chores so they 
learn to do a variety of things 
inside and outside.  

Children will learn best 
when you incorporate Scrip-
ture in your training. Share 
Scripture before doing a chore. 
Model how to do a specific 
chore. Partner and complete 
the chore together.  

When I worked with college 
students, I supervised students 
who cleaned the Baptist Stu-
dent Union/Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries facility daily. Some 
struggled with having a good 
work ethic, so I discipled them 
using Scripture. 

The lights came on for one 
student, who said, “After look-
ing at these Scriptures, I con-
cluded that if I would just strive 
to please God in my work, that 
I would probably please you.” 

My children will one day 
leave the house and so will 
yours. It’s important that we 
train them how to serve and 
work well to please God in all 
they do, even their chores.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

E ach year the Arkansas Baptist Foundation has the 
joy of distributing funds for numerous scholar-

ships. The Foundation board awards a few scholarships, 
but most are awarded by churches or by the financial 
aid offices at various colleges and universities.

Donors who wish to establish a church scholarship 
program need to plan well on the front end. A written 
scholarship agreement is needed to 
clarify various issues. In a church 
setting, this is extremely impor-
tant. What will the scholarship be 
called (e.g., David and Becky Moore 
Scholarship)? Who will make up the 
committee that makes the decisions 
about recipients? How will this com-
mittee be established so that they do 
not have a conflict of interest? The 
donor(s) cannot be the decision maker(s) alone.

Who are the potential recipients? This must be a 
broad group (e.g., any active member of the church) 
and cannot be for staff ministers’ children only – the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) would view that as ad-
ditional taxable income for the minister. How will the 
scholarship amount be determined, and how many 
scholarships will or can be awarded? How and when 
will students apply? When will the scholarships be paid 
(annually, beginning of semesters, etc.)? Are there any 
designated schools or fields of study? What require-

ments are needed to qualify for and maintain the schol-
arship? Will a recipient be required to reapply each 
year? Who will administer the scholarship funds and 
program? As you can see, there are numerous issues to 
address.

Following is one example. A church established a 
scholarship fund in honor of their retiring pastor. The 

youth committee (without involvement 
of any parent or relative of a potential 
candidate) makes the decisions. Ap-
plicants must have and maintain a 2.5 
grade-point average and be accepted 
unconditionally at either Ouachita 
Baptist University or Williams Baptist 
College. Awards are for one year only, 
but students can reapply each year for 
a maximum of four years. The scholar-

ship is paid at the beginning of each semester, and the 
amount is based on available funds. Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation administers the scholarship program for 
the church.

Time spent on the front end to design the scholar-
ship program effectively can save much trouble later. 
Not only will this design be important to the donors 
and to the IRS, but it can bless numerous students in 
their academic pursuits for many years to come.

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion.

Setting up a church scholarship

FINANCIAL 
 TIMES 

David Moore

‘Some wins, some losses’ in legislative session
You win some, you lose some and some get rained 

out,” the saying goes. That’s true about baseball 
games, and it’s also true when it comes to the out-
comes of legislative issues.

Out of an abundance of bills, measures and initia-
tives introduced or proposed in the recently concluded 
Arkansas legislative session, the 
evangelical faith community can 
count some as successes, others as 
losses – and then there were those 
that died without resolution when 
the session ended. 

I want to acknowledge that God 
blessed our work in many respects, 
and I am most grateful for that. I 
am also thankful for all of you who have 
supported and continue to support the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council with 
prayers, financial gifts and participation – 
we understand that we are most fortunate 
and never take that for granted. 

It was a pleasure to work with some 
other good groups on various issues. In 
the midst of all that goes on during a leg-
islative session, it’s encouraging to know 
that the Judeo-Christian principles are 
present and promoted in the halls of gov-
ernment where laws are created.

The following is not an exhaustive list, but it does 
include some of the more noteworthy issues that were 
dealt with during this legislative session. They are 
listed in no particular order.

Life issues – Act 72, formerly House Bill 1100 and 
called the “Opt-out Bill,” prohibits policies issued by 
the state’s health insurance exchanges established pur-
suant to the federal health care bill from offering cov-
erage for abortions except through separate riders. The 
provision keeps faith with the Unborn Child Amend-
ment to the state’s constitution, which prohibits the 
expenditure of public funds to provide abortions. 

Act 171, filed as House Bill 1037, blocks abortions 
from the point at which the unborn child experiences 
pain. That is at 20 weeks of gestational age. This new 
law provides exceptions to the prohibition. Those 
are abortions undertaken in the cases of rape, incest, 
where the life of the mother is at stake or in a situation 
where the woman faces a serious physical impairment 

of a major bodily function.
Act 301, previously Senate Bill 134 and known as 

the “Heartbeat Bill,” prohibits abortions at an even 
earlier time in a pregnancy than Act 171 described 
above. Act 301 will ban abortions at a point at which a 
fetal heartbeat can be detected by use of an abdominal 

ultrasound. That point is generally 
at 10 to 12 weeks of gestational age. 
Act 301 provides the same excep-
tions set out above in the descrip-
tion of Act 171.

Senate Bill 818 passed in the Sen-
ate, but it failed to get a do-pass 
recommendation from the House 
Public Health Committee. Had it 

become law, Senate Bill 818 would have 
blocked the funding of Planned Parenthood 
(and any other organization that performs 
abortions or makes abortion referrals) with 
taxpayer funds. Planned Parenthood is the 
largest abortion provider in the country.

Senate Bill 1157 is another abortion-relat-
ed bill that did not get favorable treatment 
in the legislature. As law, Senate Bill 1157 
would have improved and strengthened 
the law to ensure that women assenting to 
abortion were fully informed and knowingly 

consenting to the procedure.
Alcohol – Several bad alcohol bills were filed or 

proposed in this legislative session. All were blocked 
but one – and the one that did pass is limited in its 
application and does no great amount of harm.

Senate Bill 1073 was by far the worst of those bad 
proposals. Under current law, the only way that any 
retail sales (alcohol sold for off-premises consumption) 
in a county can legally be conducted is if a county’s vot-
ers have made the county wet in a local option election.  
Senate Bill 1073 would have savaged the local option 
election law by allowing individual towns or cities in 
dry counties to go wet in local option elections. This 
bill, had it become law, would have thrown the state’s 
dry counties into a state of chaos. Thankfully, this poor 
piece of proposed public policy was derailed.

House Bill 1108 was another bad bill that legisla-
tors rejected. As law, this bill would have allowed a city 

See SESSION page 11

FAITH & ETHICS
Larry Page

Arkansas Faith & Ethics 
Council
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community.
The clinic meets at the local hos-

pital the third Tuesday night of each 
month and is open to patients who 
meet designated income require-
ments. 

People are asked to pay $10 if they 
are able, Roberts said, explaining it 
helps offset costs and gives owner-
ship to the patients. In turn, they 
receive all prescriptions and proce-
dures free.

“When folks come in, it’s not 
coming in to a Sunday school class-
room. … They go into a doctor’s of-
fice,” he said. “God has just placed 
people – not just folks in our church, 
but folks outside of our church – 
who have a heart for this kind of 
ministry.”

The pastor said the clinic has 
an agreement with Baptist Health 
Medical Center – Stuttgart for lab 
work and X-rays and with a local 

pharmacy for all medications.
“It’s been incredible what God 

has done to show us that this is 
something that He wants for us to 
use to reach the least and the lost of 
our community,” Roberts said.

In addition, he said hopefully the 
clinic is going to help decrease un-
necessary emergency room traffic.

“All that began because of one 
person in the church who God laid 
on his heart that he needed to be 
doing something for the kingdom 
with the gifts and the talents that 
God had given to him,” said Rob-
erts.

Chris Morgan, the doctor and 
church member to whom Roberts 
referred to, explained, “We have 
a number of uninsured people in 
Stuttgart unfortunately who need 
healthcare, obviously. I tend to 
think that the gift I was given is the 
best way I can provide for the com-
munity.”

Roberts added, “There is nothing 
that makes a pastor smile than to 
realize that people in the pew are un-
derstanding about the Great Com-

mission. And yes, I’ve preached it 
time and time again that God calls 
each one of us as missionaries. … 
And for some of us, that means, 
yeah, we’ve got to pack bags and 
we’ve got to move to someplace else, 
but for the great majority of us, we 
are already where God wants us, 
right where we are, where we live 

here in Stuttgart.
“And for the majority of those 

folks that means they keep the same 
job; they live in the same neighbor-
hood. They just find ways to leverage 
their business, leverage their skills, 
for the kingdom of God.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

   FBC Stuttgart seeks to be Acts 1:8 church
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News 

STUTTGART – With about 300 in atten-
dance on Sunday mornings, First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart, isn’t exactly a megachurch. 
But it does have a large heart for missions.

The church seeks to be an Acts 1:8 church 
and has multiple missions partnerships in 
locations ranging from Russia to Kansas to 
Arkansas.

Sam Roberts, pastor of First Baptist, said 
all their missions partnerships are made pos-
sible through the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention. 

Their partnership in Russia was formed a 
number of years ago with a church in a rural 
area, which First Baptist – located in a rural 
community itself – sees as a good fit.

First Baptist members travel to Russia a 
couple times a year to help in various types 
of ministry, including construction ministry, 
discipleship and orphanage ministry.

Roberts shared the story of how the mayor 
of the city recently said the usual children’s 
camp, which First Baptist volunteers help 
with, could not take place. However, the 
orphanage director chose to hold it anyway, 
later telling Roberts, “If the oceans cannot 
separate us – we cannot allow the local gov-
ernment to.”

“We cannot allow unbelievers to stop this 
important work,” said the director, who had 
previously been skeptical of the gospel.

Roberts said the pastor of their partnering 

church in Russia also has a vision of starting 
churches in villages in the area – since there are 
45,000 people and only two small evangelical 
churches.

First Baptist is also partnering with church 
plants on this side of the ocean. They formed 
a partnership with Audacity Church, a church 
plant in Wichita, Kan., a couple years ago. They 
made a couple trips during the summer and plan 
to return in July to help with a children’s camp.

More locally, they began a partnership with 
The Church at Argenta, a church plant in North 
Little Rock. Roberts explained they are still in 
the process of deciding what that partnership 
will look like.

Along with these missions partnerships, First 
Baptist has recently started a medical clinic in 
Stuttgart called Christian Charity Clinic – Stutt-
gart (see related story on page 1).

The church will celebrate its 125th anniver-
sary this fall, and in that time, it has started three 
churches in the Centennial Baptist Association. 
And though for a period of time, First Baptist 
stopped being invested in planting churches, 
God has placed church planting and the Great 
Commission on Roberts’ heart.

“And I take the Great Commission very liter-
ally,” he said. “I believe ‘all nations’ means ‘all 
nations,’ and that doesn’t mean we start here 
and sometime in the future wind up there, that 
there’s not a pick and choose kind of thing. But 
we’ve got to find ways of leveraging money and 
people for the kingdom, and that’s what we’re 
attempting to do.”

He said, along with being involved in their 

local ministry, he hopes for the church to al-
ways be “involved in at least one church plant-
ing endeavor” in each area – internationally, 
in North America, in the state and locally.

“And the folks hear it quite often,” he said. 
“I mean it’s every Sunday in the pulpit. This 
is something we stress – the fulfilling of the 
Great Commission. We’re not called to come 
and to sit and to soak, but we’re called to go. 
And we take what we’ve learned, and we go 
with it to make disciples.”

The church has recently set up an Invest-
ing in the Kingdom plan to assist them in 
assist church starts. In addition to the money 
already budgeted for its missions projects, the 
church sets aside any extra income after the 
budget is made, and they divide it four ways – 
between international, North American and 
state partnerships and local ministry.

Whether it’s construction in Russia or 
door-to-door ministry in Stuttgart, it’s all part 
of the church’s heart for the Great Commis-
sion.

And Roberts said as they add pieces to their 
ministry, those pieces are a way of saying the 
gospel is for the whole world.

“This is not just Russia; it’s not just Wichi-
ta or Argenta or Stuttgart. It’s all the nations. 
It’s people – wherever people are,” Roberts 
said. 

“And that’s the business God’s called us 
to – of proclaiming the message that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jessica@arkan-
sasbaptist.org.

‘Wherever people are’

Volunteers for Christian Charity Clinic – Stuttgart pray before holding their monthly clinic. Photo 
by Jessica Vanderpool
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Mount Carmel Baptist Church, First 
Baptist Church and Fellowship Bap-
tist, all of Cabot; Old Austin Baptist 
Church, Austin; Marshall Road Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville, and First 
Baptist Church, Hazen. 

Other churches that work with 
the ministry regularly include First 
Baptist Church, Ward; First Bap-
tist Church, Des Arc; Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church, Cabot; Briarwood 
Baptist Church, Cabot, and Browns-
ville Baptist Church, Lonoke. The 
Caroline and North Pulaski Baptist 
associations are also involved.

Robin Dillon works with the 
youth at First Baptist Church, 
Cabot.

“We’re trying to teach them that 
it’s not about them, that the God 
of the universe can use them, (and) 
that they are not too young to do 
anything, that God wants to use 
them, just as some missionary in 
China, and that this is one place 
where they can start,” said Dillon. 
“(Here) they can actually join God 
and His work helping people.”

George said the ministry helps 
between 150 and 170 people during 
visits in the winter and up to 300 in 
the summer.

The number of volunteers partici-

pating varies from as few as seven to 
more than 50, said Jerry George.

“We have become a community 
of churches helping – not just one. 
We want to be … just like God said – 
we want to be the ‘Body of Christ,’” 
he said, adding, “It’s not all about 
any one church. It’s about coming 
out and sharing the message of God 
by actions. And that’s what we’re try-
ing to do.”

Maria George and others have 
seen lives changed through the kind-
ness of sharing a meal and clothing.

She recounted the story of one 
man named Douglas who was expe-
riencing hard times and looking for 
work. 

“One day he got a break and 
found a construction job. He need-
ed size 12 work boots so he could 
perform his job. We asked for do-
nations, but no one had any work 
boots his size, so Jerry and I decided 
we would just go buy him a pair,” 
Maria George said.

“We arrived a little earlier than 
normal (the next Saturday), and 
Douglas was already there. He came 
to the truck, and we presented him 
with his new work boots and several 
pair of socks. Tears came streaming 
down his face, and he thanked us 
and hugged us repeatedly.   He then 
threw up his hands, still clenching 
his boot box and socks and said, 
‘Thank You, Jesus, for sending us 
these angels and for the love they 

have for us.’ 
“Douglas was back on his feet 

within just a couple of months, and 
we are so happy for him.”

In the time the Georges have 
been doing the Hope for the Home-
less ministry, a number of people 
have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Additionally, Maria George said the 
Trinity’s Thunder Christian motor-
cycle group has conducted services 
under the bridge with more than 20 

people accepting Christ.
“As for our group, we pass out 

Bibles, we talk to them and we pray 
with them,” said Maria George.

“We are seed planters,” added 
Jerry George.

For more information about the 
Hope for the Homeless ministry, 
visit www.facebook.com/H4hHope-
ForTheHomeless. 

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@ar-
kansasbaptist.org. 

Homeless receive food and clothing under the Broadway Bridge through Hope for the Homeless.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Lewisville is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee at P.O. Box 97, Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

Crosby Baptist Church in Searcy is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send a 
resume to darryl_womble@hotmail.com or mail 
to 390 Panther Creek Road, Searcy, AR 72143.

FBC St. John in metropolitan St. Louis is seek-
ing a pastor for a diverse community with great 
growth potential and space to grow. Send resumes 
to FBCSJPSC@gmail.com.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

Small rural church is seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to Sulphur Springs Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 9127 Sulphur 
Springs Road, Pine Bluff, AR 71603.

First Baptist Church of Manila is seeking a full-
time pastor. We are a two-service, mission-
minded church. Send resumes to Pastor Search 

Committee at P.O. Box 644, Osceola, AR 72370, C.O. 
Kenny Noble or email to calebfinley@hotmail.com.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Music minister position open at Brookland 
Baptist Church. Contact Michael at michael.slater@
hotmail.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Sardis, is looking 
for a church pianist. If interested, please contact 
Ray Morris at 501-366-6517.

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is currently 
seeking part-time worship pastor. Contact 
Tim Forrest – tforrest@cablelynx.com – or send 
to1698 N. Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909.

First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, is seeking a 
part-time youth pastor. Send resume to 6501 
South Hazel Street, Pine Bluff, AR 71603 or email to 
thorntonwk@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a full-
time student minister. Bachelor’s degree re-
quired. Send resume to P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, AR 
72040.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 

Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Holly Springs Baptist Church in Holly Springs 
has two bi-vocational positions open - youth 
pastor and worship leader. Call David Dillard 
at 870-687-1590 for information.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in West Little 
Rock is looking for a part-time worship pastor 
to join our team as we strive to make a big deal of 
the BIG God we serve! Send resume to Pastor Chris 
Kinzler at ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org.

First Baptist Church, Big Spring, Texas, is seek-
ing full-time minister of music. Please email 
resumes to fbcbigspringmm@yahoo.com or mail to 
705 W. FM 700, Big Spring, TX 79720.

FBC, Woodward, Okla., is seeking a full-time 
youth pastor. Please send resumes to drguy@
fbcwoodward.org.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, has 
opening for children’s minister full-time 
with benefits. Send resume to Patsy Morrison, 207 
W. Main St., Henderson, Texas 75652, Or email to 
pmorrison@thefbc.org.

The Baptist Student Union at the University of 
Central Missouri in Warrensburg is seeking a full-

time campus minister. Request a job descrip-
tion or submit resumes at ucmbsuboardofdirec-
tors@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

New Life Children’s Home, P.O. Box 248, Oil 
Trough, AR 72564. Website: newlifechildren-
shome.org. Full-time houseparent position 
available. 870-264-3757 or 870-264-9358. After 
hours: 870-217-9125 or 870-217-1371. Email: 
newlifechildrenshome10@yahoo.com.

T-211-1 Series, HAMMOND Organ. Con-
tact: Donna Faulkner – 501-993-8391.

To submit a classified, call Nelle O’Bryan 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Blog unites Arkansas ministers’ wives
VICKI LEE, Ann Hibbert and Julie 
Beavers share one thing in common 
– they are married to ministers. Like 
many other ministers’ wives, they 
have served alongside their husbands 
in places that were sometimes far 
from home or where friendships were 
hard to find. In today’s world of tech-
nology, ministers’ wives from across 
Arkansas can now connect and share 
prayer requests, ask difficult ques-
tions and find friends.

A Common Bond is a blog that 
has been specifically designed for 
women serving alongside their min-

ister husbands. With articles ranging 
from “You Know You’re a Minister’s 
Wife When …” to “I Want to Ride 
an Elephant,” a minister’s wife can 
find encouragement, women with 
common struggles, Bible study helps, 
leadership helps and just plane old 
fun.

While the site is open to the pub-
lic, only ministers’ wives contribute 
to the postings. 

“The blog is another way for me, 
as a pastor’s wife, to find a girlfriend 
who shares my sense of humor, love 
of chocolate and believes God wants 

us to have fun,” said Vickie Lee, 
pastor’s wife serving at First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood.

The Arkansas Baptist Ministers’ 
Wives Fellowship is composed of a 
team of ministers’ wives. The goal of 
the team is to equip ministry wives 
throughout the state to form integral 
relationships. In addition to the new 
blog, there are several gatherings held 
throughout the year, including one 
at the upcoming Wellspring event 
scheduled for July in Little Rock.

A Common Bond can be found at 
www.arminwives.com.

Church life
Rosa Baptist Church, Luxora, 

will have its final homecoming cel-
ebration from 2 to 4 p.m. May 26. 
George Nichols, who has served as 
the church’s pastor for 50-plus years, 
will preach the final sermon at the 
church. Everyone is invited to at-
tend.

Haven Heights Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, will hold a come-and-
go retirement reception from 2 to 4 
p.m. June 2 in the church’s Family 
Life Center in honor of Pastor Neal 
Prock and his wife, Nita. Prock will 
retire from the pastorate effective 
June 2. He has pastored churches 
in Oklahoma, Arkansas and South 
Carolina and has also served as a 
full-time evangelist. He has served 
as pastor of Haven Heights Baptist 
for a total of 36 years. His wife, Nita, 
has served as the church’s nursery 
coordinator for 30 years. 

Broadmoor Baptist Church, 
Brinkley, will hold a Jubilee Out-
reach revival June 7-9. Services will 
be held at 7 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day and at 10:45 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Sunday. A special youth time will be 
held Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The Crusader’s Ministries of Mag-

On the move

Jim Hughes is serving as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Altus.

Chuck Starnes is serving as pas-
tor of Cass Baptist Chapel, Ozark.

Bobby Powers is serving as pas-
tor of Oak Grove Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas.

Obituaries
Madelyn Pitre Philpot Green, 

85, died April 9. Green was preced-
ed in death by her parents; first and 
second husbands Euel Philpot, who 

Milestones

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, celebrated its 90th anniver-
sary April 28. The celebration in-

nolia will lead worship. Evangelist 
David Talley of The Crusader’s will 
preach. Youth evangelist Jeff Brown 
of The Crusader’s and other area 
youth pastors will preach during the 
youth time. For more information, 
contact Talley at 870-904-3118.

The Fort Smith Christian Wom-
en’s Job Corps (CWJC) will have a 
yard sale from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 
18 at Midland Heights United Meth-
odist Church in Fort Smith to ben-
efit the expansion and ministry of 
CWJC. For more information, call 
470-353-7001.

served as pastor of multiple Arkan-
sas Baptist Churches, including First 
Baptist Church, Osceola, and Maj. 
Al Green, who was ordained to the 
ministry in Texas; a son and a sister. 
She is survived by a son, four daugh-
ters, two stepsons, three stepdaugh-
ters, a brother, six grandchildren 
and numerous great-grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held April 
13 at Cherry Hill Baptist Church, 
Mena. Memorial donations can be 
made to Ninth Street Ministries, 811 
Port Arthur, Mena, AR 71953 and/
or the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries.

cluded special music, a message and 
a time of fellowship with cake and 
punch.

Ben Morris, minister of music 
and students at First Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, graduated May 10 
with a Master of Divinity degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

The Arkansas Baptist High 
School Band competed in the Or-
lando Regional of the Heritage 
Music Festival in Florida. The band 
earned a unanimous Gold division 
rating from the adjudicator panel 
made up of college band directors 
from Missouri, North Carolina and 
Florida. The band’s score of 280 out 
of 300 earned them the first place 
ranking within its classification, as 
well as first place overall at the fes-
tival.

Jerry Hill, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, and his wife, Linda, take 
part in the church’s noteburning celebra-
tion May 5. 

Noteburning



ABSC 9   

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
leadership and worship team will 
host Office Ministry University from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, June 27 
at the ABSC building, located at 10 
Remington Drive in Little Rock.

Lana Rose, church secretaries 
specialist at the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, will lead the one-day 
course, the goal of which is to help 
ministry assistants achieve excel-
lence in their jobs.

The event will focus on four top-
ics – Beginning with Vision, Grow-
ing as an Exceptional Assistant, 
Event Planning and Creating Poli-
cies for Continuity. 

Among other things, attendees 
will learn steps for planning a suc-
cessful event and how to write/ex-
ecute good policies and procedures.

Office Ministry University June 27

Girls in Action celebrates 100 years
LITTLE ROCK – Girls in Action 
(GAs), a ministry of Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU), 
is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary at a breakout 
session during the annual 
Wellspring event held at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. 

All GA leaders are invited to at-
tend the celebration, which will be 

held at 11 a.m. July 27. 
The organization began as Young 

Women’s Auxiliary in 1909, 
though 1913 is considered 
the year it was officially 
founded. The name was 
changed in 1970 to Girls in 
Action.

For more information 
about Wellspring, visit www.absc.
org/msteam.

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit www.absc.org/secretaries or 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5114.

Wellspring set for July
WELLSPRING, a two-day in-
spirational missions event for 
Arkansas women, is set for 
July 26-27 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock. The 125th 
anniversary of Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU) will be 
celebrated during a 7 p.m. ses-
sion July 26. For more informa-
tion, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5137.

A prayer guide is available 
for those who wish to pray for 
WMU for 125 days in honor of 
its anniversary. Access the guide 
at www.absc.org/msteam.
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Tom Rainer, in an article he wrote 
called “Seven Common Comments 
Non-Christians Make About Chris-
tians” states that non-Christians say, 
“I really can’t tell what a Christian 
believes because he doesn’t seem 
much different than other people 
I know. The only excep-
tion would be Mormons. 
They really seem to take 
their beliefs seriously.” 

That is a sad commen-
tary about how we are liv-
ing out our faith in the 
world today. 

We all know people 
who come to church on 
Sunday and talk the talk, 
but later we find out that 
they act quite differently 
Monday through Satur-
day. 

The people of Crete knew there 
were new converts living among 
them, and they were watching to see 
what it meant to be a Christ follow-
er. For this reason, Paul begins the 
final chapter of Titus with further 
instructions on how the Christians 
were to live their lives so that unbe-
lievers would be drawn to their God.

Not much has changed. We live 
in a culture that is increasingly ques-

tioning anything to do with Chris-
tianity. They need to see people 
whose lives have been transformed 
by their faith in Jesus Christ. When 
I married my husband, I took his 
name. He can either be proud or 
embarrassed that I wear his name – 

it will depend on my ac-
tions. When I became 
a Christian, I took 
Christ’s name, and 
how I act can either 
bring glory or shame 
to His name. We need 
to be challenged to live 
in a constant awareness 
that people are watch-
ing how we act and lis-
tening to what we say.

We were made for 
good work. Galatians 
6:9-10a reminds us, 

“Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people.” 

May our prayer be that God will 
give us eyes to see and ears to hear 
the needs of people and seek to 
serve Him wholeheartedly by serv-
ing others and meeting their needs. 
Then God is glorified.

Frances Raley
minister of adult education 

First Baptist
Benton

When I was in college, my best 
friend and I were roommates. One 
day we had a conversation that in-
furiated me. However, after I cooled 
down, I realized the wisdom of his 
reprimand. I was involved in an 
unhealthy relationship that was af-
fecting my grades and 
negatively impacting my 
future. I couldn’t see 
this for myself; it took 
someone who cared for 
me to see the situation 
objectively and take 
steps to correct it.

He didn’t have to 
intervene in a situation 
that didn’t involve him. 
But because he cared 
for me and my well 
being, he risked our 
friendship to do what 
was right. We continue 
to be best friends to this day and I’m 
grateful for his lovingly harsh words 
from over 30 years ago.

As we conclude the study in Prov-
erbs about extraordinary relation-
ships, we’re looking at giving others 
what they really need. Sometimes 
our friends need encouragement. 
Often they need our support. At 
other times, they need to be repri-

manded. A rebuke is something we 
don’t enjoy giving or receiving, but a 
true friend is willing to have difficult 
conversations with a friend in a lov-
ing, yet firm, way.

You may have hundreds of friends 
on a social media site, but we all 

need that person in our 
lives who is “a friend 
who stays closer than a 
brother” (Prov. 18:24b). 
This is the friend who 
“loves at all times” 
(Prov. 17:17a) and wants 
the best for you, even if 
it involves an unpleas-
ant conversation.

When my friend 
spoke with me, his 
words were “an open 
repr imand”  and 
“wounds of a friend” 
(Prov. 27:5-6). I didn’t 

like what I heard, but it was needed. 
Our friendship has matured as we 
continue to encourage each other 
and speak words of correction when 
needed. We continue to sharpen 
each other as “iron sharpens iron” 
(Prov. 27:17). Is there someone 
whom you need to lovingly repri-
mand? Whom do you allow to speak 
harsh truth into your life?

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

A few months ago my daughter-in-
law was diagnosed with stage-three 
colon cancer. Because his wife is a 
faithful Christian, my son couldn’t 
understand why God would allow 
this. 

I told him the truth: 
“I really don’t know.” 

Job was the most 
righteous and godly 
man in the world (Job 
1:8; 2:3), and he suf-
fered (Job 1:13-19; 2:7). 
Satan accused God of 
having a hedge of pro-
tection around Job 
(Job 1:9-10). He argued 
if God would remove 
His protection from 
him, Job would curse 
Him (Job 1:11). God al-
lowed Satan to strike Job but not to 
harm his person (Job 1:12). The re-
sults were devastating. Job lost all his 
livestock, servants and his children. 

In spite of these devastating loss-
es, Job says, “The Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away; Blessed be the 
name of the Lord” (Job 1:21, NKJV). 

Job did not lash out at God, nor 
did he sin (Job 1:22).

Later God allows Satan to strike 
Job’s body so long as he spared his 

life (Job 2:5-6). Satan strikes Job’s en-
tire body with boils (Job 2:7). 

In Job 2:9, Job’s wife asks, “Do 
you still hold fast to your integrity? 
Curse God and die!” 

In Job 2:10, Job responds, “Shall 
we indeed accept good 
from God, and shall we 
not accept adversity?” 

Does Job ever ask, 
“Why?” Yes, in the form 
of complaints. God isn’t 
listening to him (Job 
13:3). God is punishing 
him (Job 6:4). And, God 
is allowing the wicked 
to prosper (Job 21:7). 
After much debate, God 
weighs in and speaks 
about His power, wis-
dom and sovereignty. He 

makes no personal reference to Job’s 
personal suffering. Why? He wants 
Job not to focus on his suffering, but 
to focus on what he can learn from 
his suffering. He wants to teach Job 
that He is sovereign over Job’s life 
(Job 37:23-24). 

Rather than asking, “Is this re-
ally happening to me?” perhaps the 
better question is, “Now that this 
is happening to me, Lord, what do 
You want me to learn?”

God existed in the beginning, but 
mankind did not. Man had a point 
of beginning along with all the rest 
of creation. God had purpose in 
all He did, and He gave purpose to 
man. He was to rule over all that had 
been created by God. 
Man also had the spe-
cial distinction of being 
created in God’s image. 
He had potential to 
live, love and relate to 
his Creator in a special 
way.

Man’s assigned ac-
tivity was clearly stated 
when he was placed in 
the garden to care for 
it. He could eat freely 
from the fruit of the 
garden, but he was re-
stricted from eating from “the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil” 
(Gen. 2:17). Man knew all of the 
good provision of God by experi-
ence. Knowledge of evil could only 
come from experience, as well. Once 
the man and woman rationalized 
that the forbidden fruit was good 
and ate it, their eyes were opened to 
evil by their experience of disobedi-
ence toward God.

Relationships that had been so 

wholesome were now broken. They 
felt that they had to hide from God. 
The serpent, part of God’s creation, 
was cursed for its part in tempting 
them. For the woman, pain in child-
birth would be accompanied by a 

changed relationship to 
her husband. The man 
had traded the free and 
generous provision of 
God for the struggles of 
cultivating his food. His 
end would be to return 
to the dust from which 
he had been created.

Although banished 
from the garden and 
prevented from return-
ing to the “tree of life” 
(Gen. 3:22) by his own 
efforts, there is promise 

of eternal life in the story of the fall. 
Through the gracious act of send-
ing the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 
God provided the way for man to 
overcome sin and rebellion and to 
return to a relationship with God 
who loved His creation.

We all experience the fall in our 
lives as we choose to rebel against 
God. Only by coming to believe in 
Jesus Christ can we return to God 
by having the barrier of sin removed.

George Sims
member

South Highland Baptist
Little Rock

Gerald W. Nash Jr.
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

Giving others what they really need
PROVERBS 17:17; 18:24; 27:5-6, 17

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Look for good works
TITUS 3:1-15

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Is this really happening to me?
JOB 1:1-3, 8, 11, 20-22; 2:7, 9-10

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

God begins the story
GENESIS 1:1, 26-27; 2:15-17; 3:6-7, 14-19, 23-24

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JUNE 2, 2013

MAY 26, 2013
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council or quorum court to call an 
election in a wet county to legalize 
the retail sale of alcohol on Sundays. 
Currently, the law requires that such 
an election be called by an initiative 
process in which at least 15 percent 
of the registered voters sign petitions 
requesting the election.

There was another proposal that 
we blocked even before it got to 
the bill stage. Had it become law, 
it would have permitted the Alco-
holic Beverage Control (ABC) Divi-
sion of the Arkansas Department of 
Finance and Administration to es-
tablish bars in wet counties. Under 
current law, the ABC board can ap-
prove the serving of mixed drinks in 
wet counties in restaurants, hotels 
and private clubs. The end result 

would have simply been the estab-
lishment of numerous bars in Ar-
kansas’ wet counties.

Act 1008, formerly House Bill 
2087, was the measure we were un-
successful in opposing. It only ap-
plies to Benton County and only 
as a result of Benton County’s vot-
ers choosing the wet status in last 
November’s general election. Act 
1008 permits a city council of any 
of the county’s towns to adopt an 
ordinance to call for a referendum 
election to determine whether 
mixed drinks could be served in res-
taurants and hotels in the town. Act 
1008 amended the law that allowed 
such an election to be called only 
by the petition process. Though it 
didn’t represent a dramatic change 
in the law, we opposed it because 
it effectively changed the results of 
an election and that’s never a good 
thing.

A proposal we endorsed and 
strongly supported would have vastly 
improved the law regarding private 
clubs. Had our measure become law, 
it would have amended the private 
club law to prohibit the ABC board 
from issuing private club permits 
to restaurants in dry counties. In 
exchange for that, towns and cit-
ies in dry counties could conduct 
elections called when 20 percent or 
more of the registered voters in the 
town or city signed petitions request-
ing the election. If voters approved 
the issue in the election, restaurants 
could petition the ABC board for 
permits to serve mixed drinks. How-
ever, no retail sales of alcohol would 
be allowed.

Church/religious liberty – Sen-
ate Bill 1119 was a good bill, which 
cleared the Senate but failed to get 
out of the House Judiciary Commit-
tee. As law, the bill would have pro-

vided additional and valuable pro-
tections of our religious liberties. It 
would have ensured that no unnec-
essary governmental burdens were 
placed on anyone who is seeking a 
reasonable and legitimate practice 
consistent with his or her sincerely 
held religious beliefs. It should be 
clear by now that there is an effort 
underway to silence believers and to 
restrict religious practice.

Act 67, previously Senate Bill 71, 
amends the concealed carry gun law. 
It allows churches to permit people 
or particular persons who possess 
concealed carry permits to carry 
firearms on church premises.  If the 
church does not adopt policy allow-
ing the carrying of firearms on its 
property, then the general law that 
bars guns from churches applies. 
The law does not require, or deny, 
signage by the church that designates 
either that firearms are permitted or 
prohibited.

At risk protection – Acts 132 and 
133, formerly Senate Bill 242 and 
House Bill 1203, respectively, are 
human trafficking acts. These new 
laws will go much further in punish-
ing those who enslave women and 
children and force them into sexual 
bondage, and they will do much to 
protect those innocent victims of 
the horrendous practice.

Larry Page is executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethnics Council. 
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'Some wins, losses'
in legislative session

Page update

PAGE 3

Ag, goat project
underway in Haiti

Mission Haiti

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.

'Hope' under bridge
Area churches and businesses pro-
vide food and clothing to homeless 
and other displaced people under the 
Broadway Bridge in Little Rock April 
27. See additional photos and story on 
Pages 1 and 7.
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