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LITTLE ROCK – When you see Scott Inman 
on your TV screen, you see his professional na-
ture, his calm composure and his collected man-
ner. But what you don’t always see is his love for 
cycling and cooking outdoors, his passion for 
the St. Louis Cardinals and his dedication to 
leading 10th grade Sunday school.

He is much more than the man on screen. 
Though he is a news anchor for KATV pro-
grams “Live at Five,” “Channel Seven News at 
Six” and “Nightside,” he is also a family man, 
an Arkansas Baptist and a member of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock.

As members of Geyer Springs First Baptist, 
Inman and his wife, Nicole, have spent this 
school year leading 10th grade Sunday school. 
Inman explains it fits well with his wife’s back-

ground in youth ministry and that he feels he is 
more effective working with older students who 
can “reason and talk on a plane of an adult” but 
at the same time who are “at a very critical time 
in their lives.”

He said he realizes their parents do more 
than he does, but he hopes to be able to share 
elements from his own life and experience that 
can relate to them.

He said he likes hearing the students talk. 
“They get taught all week long at school,” he 

said. “I don’t want them just to answer ques-
tions. I want them to know why they’re answer-
ing the way they are – because just knowing the 
right answer, that’s not faith. You’ve got to know 
why you believe it.”

But Inman has not always been a follower of 
Jesus Christ.

TV anchor shares life and testimony
Profiles in Faith: Scott Inman of KATV

Ark. bi-vocational pastor serves God and country
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

CHARLESTON – Bi-vocational pas-
tors are the backbone of many Ar-
kansas Baptist churches. They work 
full-time jobs in order to facilitate 
their equally full-time ministries. 
For Greg Qualls, Air Force Guards-
man and pastor of Northside Bap-
tist Church in Charleston – serving 
God and country is a lifestyle.

Qualls is one of 539 bi-vocational 
pastors serving in 1,517 Arkansas 
Baptist churches and missions. Near-

ly 40 percent of pastors serving in 
churches affiliated with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
are bi-vocational.

Qualls joined the Air 
Force when he was 18 and 
was on active duty for six 
years in Bitburg, Germany. 
After leaving the Air Force, 
he worked for New Prospect 
(drilling) Company in Fort 
Smith.

It was while working 60-70 
hours per week in the oil fields of 
northwest Arkansas that Qualls 

took his first church staff position 
as youth pastor at Glendale Baptist 

Church, Booneville, where 
Rick Bateman, Qualls’ pas-
tor from adolescence, was 
pastor.

Qualls eventually left 
New Prospect and took a job 
working for the Air Force in 
a civilian role as a heavy vehi-
cle mechanic at Fort Chaffee 

in Fort Smith while serving as 
an Air Force Guardsman and 

bi-vocational pastor.
“I’ve never done 40 hours a week 

– ever,” Qualls said with a grin.
While the long hours he spends 

working, pastoring, preaching and 
participating in monthly Air Nation-
al Guard drills take their toll, Qualls 
said he is grateful to be a bi-voca-
tional pastor because it allows him 
to focus on ministry without having 
to worry about how he’s going to 
make ends meet.

“The thing that being bi-vocation-
al does for me is I’ve never asked a 
church how much they were going 

Scott Inman, Arkansas Baptist and news anchor, on 
the set of KATV Little Rock. Inman (left) leads a Sunday 
school class at his church, Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church in Little Rock.

U.S. Supreme Court
strikes down DOMA
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WASHINGTON – In striking down a key provi-
sion of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), the 
U.S. Supreme Court essentially is attempting to 
“redefine traditional marriage in America,” say 
Arkansas Baptist ethicists.

In a 5-4 decision June 26, the high court 
surprised some conservatives by ruling against 
DOMA, which was signed into law in 1996 by 
then President Bill Clinton.

“The essence of today’s decision is that federal 
benefits cannot be denied to same-sex couples 
that are legally married, which is legal now in 
some dozen states and in Washington, D.C.,” 
said Larry Page, executive director of the Arkan-
sas Faith and Ethics Council.

“While the Court may not have granted the 
sweeping nationwide change of declaring mar-
riage an absolute right for couples regardless of 

‘Passion Play’ crowds 
up; large debt remains
EUREKA SPRINGS – Nightly attendance to 
“The Great Passion Play” performances has in-
creased about 20 percent from a year ago, but the 
play still owes $2.53 million in principle on loans 
to the bank.

Play organizers told the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette in a recent article that while $37,104 in back 
taxes and $77,080 due to a Eureka Springs bank 
have been paid, the play continues to undertake 
fundraising efforts to pay back additional debt.

Dick Kelsey, executive director of the play, said 
nightly attendance during May averaged about 
500 for each of two performances during the 
week. In 2012, there were three performances of 
the play each week.
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Students worship at Super Summer in Arkadelphia. Photo by Donna Evans/Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway

continued from page one
DOMA

their genders, it did in essence rede-
fine traditional marriage,” Page said.

Richard Piles, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Camden, and chairman 
for the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, agreed with Page but 
said that he was not taken off guard 
by the decision.

“Today’s Supreme Court ruling 
is certainly disappointing but not 
surprising,” said Piles. “Now that it 
is reality, the question that is most 
pertinent to me and my congrega-
tion is, ‘How will we respond?’”

Piles added, “In short, First Bap-
tist Church, Camden, will continue 
to define marriage the way God de-
fines marriage in His Word as be-
tween one man and one woman for 
a lifetime. We will attempt to do a 
better job in modeling Christ-hon-
oring marriages in our members. We 
will continue to expect our members 
to live their lives according to the 
Holy Scriptures and the Holy Spirit, 
and we will minister to whomever,  
regardless of their struggles, and 
point them to Jesus, who offers real 
life change.”

Jason Tolbert, conservative col-

umnist for the Arkansas News Bu-
reau, blogger for Talk Business Ar-
kansas and member of First Baptist 
Church, Benton, said the Supreme 
Court’s decision simply highlights 
“a shifting view on the institution 
of marriage that we have seen take 
place in our society.”

“The family is under attack not 
only regarding the institution of mar-
riage, but in a disregard for human 
life. While Christians should con-
tinue to seek political solutions for  
these problems, we must remember 
that true change can only happen 
through a revival. We must continue 

Hundreds make decisions at Super Summer camps
ARKADELPHIA – Every summer 
the campus of Ouachita Baptist 
University is flooded with students 
in brightly colored T-shirts, scream-
ing cheers into the warm summer 
air as they excitedly take part in the 
Christian camp experience known 
as Super Summer Arkansas.

This year was no exception.
As in past summers, Super Sum-

mer Arkansas was divided into two 
camps. Super Summer JV, for stu-
dents who have completed grades 
six through eight, was June 15-18. 
The senior high camp, for students 
completing grades nine through 12 
and seniors who graduated in 2013, 
was June 18-22.

More than 1,200 campers – stu-
dents and youth ministry chaper-
ones – took part in each camp.  

But the camps, which are spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evangelism and 
church growth team, are about more 
than fun and games, although there 
is no shortage of these elements.

This year the camps focused on 
the idea of transformation with the 
theme 180 and the key verse Mark 
1:15. Alvin Reid, of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
North Carolina, served as speaker, 
while Matt Papa, a worship leader 
and recording artist based in Ra-
leigh, N.C., led worship.

Throughout the week, at least 
370 decisions were made.

“The theme of Super Summer 
was to challenge students to see 
Jesus at the core of their lives,” said 
David Bond, ABSC evangelism 

and church growth team member. 
“When everything in life is defined 
by Christ, you take a ‘180’ away from 
everything else. It was a challenging 
message that was amplified in our 
curriculum, by the Matt Papa band 
in worship and by Alvin Reid. 

“The statements we heard from 
students who made decisions and 
the stories shared from church 
group times were deep and solid. I 
know of several churches who bap-
tized students immediately after re-
turning home from camp.”

He praised the Super Summer 
leadership team, teaching staff and 
others who sacrifice their time for 
the camps.

“Arkansas is blessed with the 
greatest group of student ministers 
and leaders anywhere,” he said. “I 
am constantly amazed at the level of 
leadership and work ethic that this 
group brings to Super Summer every 
year.”

“During Super Summer, I saw the 
next generation of Christian leaders 
stand up and say that they are willing 
to make the 180-degree life changes 
that will allow them to reach the 
world for Christ,” said Karly King, 
a staffer from Searcy. 

“It was such a blessing and en-
couragement to see and be a part of 
God moving,” King added.

Paul Bradley, Super Summer reg-
istrar, shared that a new element was 
incorporated into Super Summer 
this year – live Internet streaming.

“We broadcast the worship ser-
vice each evening through our new 
live stream and had many parents 

and students watching and worship-
ping with us online,” he said.

Riley Overstreet, a staffer from 
Rogers, explained how the camp 
experience affected even her as a 
staffer.

“Super Summer Arkansas was an 
amazing experience,” she said. “As 
a staffer, I thought I knew what it 
was like to be a Christian and show 
that to others. But Super Summer 
Arkansas really helped me grow and 
learn that it’s not all about me; it’s 
all about God. It was an incredible 
experience to watch kids grow and 
come to know the Lord.”

Jeffrey Cobb, a staffer from Arka-
delphia, added: “I definitely grew 
closer to God and know that every-
one else did too. I absolutely can’t 

wait until next year.”
Students were impacted as well.
“I’ve been involved with Super 

Summer for the last decade in 
some fashion, and this was one of 
the most memorable years for me,” 
Bradley said. “I spent a lot of time 
with the college staffers – loving on 
and encouraging them throughout 
the week – and it was incredibly ex-
citing to hear about how God was 
moving in the lives of their students. 
I am incredibly humbled – and 
grateful – to be a part of His plan to 
change the lives of students across 
our state. 

“God is moving among this gen-
eration. Don’t count them out.”

The 2014 Super Summer camps 
will be held the week of June 14.

to boldly proclaim the loving gospel 
of Jesus Christ,” said Tolbert.

“We are abandoning fundamen-
tal truth and exchanging what is 
sound for that which is base and 
counterfeit,” said Page. “There is 
one model for marriage. We see it 
early on in the Book of Genesis. 
One man, one woman and nothing 
more or less. 

“In over 5,000 years of man’s 
recorded history, no culture – no 
matter how religious or pagan, no 
matter how advanced or primitive, 
no matter how connected or remote 
– has embraced same-sex marriage,” 

said Page. 
“Here’s a question: Wouldn’t 

you think if something like same-sex 
marriage was so natural, so whole-
some and so right, some civilization 
along the way would have approved 
it?”

On July 2, a lawsuit was filed in 
Pulaski County Circuit Court in 
Little Rock by an Arkansas same-sex 
couple challenging the constitution-
ality of Amendment 83 of the Ar-
kansas Constitution prohibiting gay 
marriage. 

Read updates at www.arkansas-
baptist.org.

continued from page one
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to pay me before I went. I have a 
full-time job; I don’t have to worry 
about the money. So in that respect, 
I think it’s a lot better. I would do it 
for free,” said Qualls.

“Greg is a great pastor. He has a 
huge heart for his people,” said Jeff 
Thompson, associational missionary 
for Concord Baptist Association.

“My introduction to Greg came 
when we had the big hail storms 
come through Fort Smith during 
the spring of 2008. Northside had 

a big oak tree in front of the church 
that landed smack in the middle of 
their sanctuary,” said Thompson. 
“It took them about a year to get 
the building back where they could 
use it and have services in it again. 
Without Greg I think they may have 
closed the doors.”

Qualls’ service in the Air Nation-
al Guard requires him to participate 
in drills one weekend every month 
and serve in an active duty capacity 
when needed. 

Qualls is currently serving on his 
second tour of duty in Afghanistan 
since becoming pastor of Northside.

“The fact that over the past six 
years he will have been deployed 

twice and has been up front with 
his church that he will have to fill 
the pulpit at least 12 Sundays a year 
regardless of being deployed and the 
church has been understanding says 
a lot,” said Thompson.

“He has always offered the church 
his resignation, but the way that he 
has affected the lives of the people 
in his church, they have never even 
considered accepting it, even if they 
are looking at going without a pastor 
for six months or a year at a time, 
says a lot. It is a unique situation.

“They love him a lot,” said 
Thompson.

Contact Caleb at caleb@arkansas-
baptist.org.
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Mitchell elected to serve new SBCAL
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

DAVID MITCHELL, associational 
missionary for Bartholomew Baptist 
Association in Warren, was elected 
June 9 to serve a one-year term on 
the executive committee of the newly 
reorganized Southern Baptist 
Conference of Associational 
Leaders (SBCAL), previously 
called the Southern Baptist 
Conference of Associational 
Directors of Missions.

Mitchell said not only did 
the organization change its 
name, it changed much of its 
structure – mostly in an effort 
to “broaden the base” and “make it 
more inviting” for associational lead-
ers who do not serve as associational 
missionaries, directors of missions 
or other equivalent positions within 
their association, he said.

Mitchell noted the organization’s 
shift in official and hierarchical 
structure.

“We don’t have a president any-
more. We don’t have vice presidents 
anymore. We changed all the lead-
ership and positions from member-
ship to being open to anyone who 
is involved in associational mission 
work,” he said.

“We included in the leadership 

structure a representative from 
NAMB (North American Mission 
Board), IMB (International Mission 
Board), GuideStone, WMU (Wom-
an’s Missionary Union) and LifeWay 
(Christian Resources). So we have 
one representative from each one of 
the key entities of the convention as 

part of the leadership,” said 
Mitchell.

By moving away from a 
membership-based model, 
the SBCAL will no longer 
require dues from partici-
pants.

“Instead of charging a 
membership fee, all funds 

are now raised from signing 
up for conferences. It has simplified 
the situation,” said Mitchell.

“It will probably take a little while 
for it to get all the traction it is sup-
posed to have. … But some of us are 
directors of missions, some of us are 
associational missionaries and some 
of us are associational directors of 
missions, and all kinds of names all 
over the place,” said Mitchell, add-
ing, “That was one thing to do to 
change the identification and by 
changing it to leadership, ‘associa-
tional leadership,’ that allows the 
administrative assistant, the associa-
tional director of evangelism or out-
reach, anybody who is involved in 

the local association can participate 
in and be a part of the conferences 
that will be conducted at the con-
vention every year.”

The changes will be good for the 
organization, Mitchell believes, as 
they will not only allow more indi-
viduals to be involved but also allow 
associations to better communicate 
between themselves and the South-
ern Baptist Convention agencies.

“We (the SBCAL executive com-
mittee) said, ‘Let’s get these enti-
ties involved in the leadership part 
of it,’” said Mitchell. “It is going to 
make a more interwoven type struc-
ture, and it’s going to rotate around 
the conference – the conference is 
going to be bringing in different 
speakers and highlighting different 
things, conflicts or whatever the 
issue might be. So the conference 
will be centered around hot-button 
issues that the associations are fac-
ing.”

“There is no membership role or 
membership due. It is just if you are 
serving or participating in the asso-
ciation in some way then and if you 
are able to attend the convention, 
you are certainly invited to attend 
the conference by simply signing up 
for it,” said Mitchell.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Mitchell

“This thing would function fine 
if we didn’t have the debt,” Kelsey 
told the Democrat-Gazette.

“Attendance is up,” he said. “Rev-
enues are up. We’re taking care of 
the payment on the loan and every-
thing is up-to-date. Basically, it has 
been a good year so far.”

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
was a guest of the play recently and 
spoke to a number of employees, 
volunteers and others attending in 
attendance. 

Everyone was positive and upbeat 
and glad to see the play back and up 
and running.

In addition to regular attractions, 
a large buffet has been reopened for 
the first time in years, adding to the 
appeal for early play attendees.

Randall Christy, president of the 
Gospel Station Network and pastor 
of Union Valley Baptist Church, 
Ada, Okla., who along with others, 
was responsible for saving the play, 
said he was happy to see people re-
turning to experience the event, as 
well as the many newcomers.

In June the play went to a four 
performance a week schedule – Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
– Kelsey told the Democrat-Gazette. 
He added play organizers believe an 
average attendance of 650 people 
for each performance is attainable 
by the end of July.

Christy, who leads a new three-

person board for the play, told the 
ABN the play is hoping for a high 
attendance of 2,013 people over the 
Labor Day weekend Aug. 31. 

“An attendance of 2,013 would be 
the highest attendance in 10 years,” 
he said, smiling.

Additionally, a number of special 
events have been scheduled for the 
summer in the “Passion Play” Am-
phitheater, including a John Mi-
chael Talbot and Michael Card con-
cert Aug. 8 and a free back-to-school 
concert featuring Brenton Miles.

Kelsey said about $350,000 has 
been spent on upgrading play facili-
ties, such as fixing leaking roofs and 
replacing rotting wood. Campers on 
Mission have assisted with repairs to 
the stage, said Christy.

New play leadership announced 
in February aggressive plans to pre-
serve the event for future genera-
tions.

Christy and others led the charge 
to save the play by raising the 

$75,000 interest payment needed 
to satisfy a pending bank foreclo-
sure. Mounting debt closed the at-
traction in December 2012. He said 
he is confident the play will now be 
preserved through new management 
and restructuring.

“We have restructured the whole 
organization. We’re really focusing 
on volunteerism. Right now we are 
hooking up RVs for people that are 
retired and might want to come here 
and this would be their mission – 
to be a full-time volunteer with the 
‘Passion Play’ in return for a place to 
hook up your RV and live,” he said.

“I believe that God wants the 
‘Passion Play’ to continue, and I re-
ally believe the ol’ devil doesn’t want 
anybody to see the message live. In 
America, we’re really in a cultural 
war, and Christians have got to step 
up to the plate. 

“I’m excited to see that happen-
ing here in Eureka Springs,” Christy 
said.

continued from page one
PASSION

The crowd watches “The Great Passion Play” in Eureka Springs June 28. Photo by Hannah Yarbrough

Hobby Lobby awarded
victory in appeals court 
WASHINGTON (BP) – A federal 
appeals court has handed Hobby 
Lobby a significant, though lim-
ited, victory in its legal challenge 
of the Obama administration’s 
abortion/contraception man-
date. The 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Denver ruled June 27 
the popular arts and crafts chain 
and Mardel, its sister Christian 
bookstore chain, had demonstrat-
ed they probably would prevail 
in demonstrating their religious 
freedom had been infringed on 
by the mandate. Hobby Lobby, 
which has 550 stores in the Unit-
ed States, and Mardel filed suit 
last year against the portion of 
the 2010 health care reform law 
that requires employers to pay for 
coverage of drugs defined by the 
Food and Drug Administration 
as contraceptives, even if they can 
cause abortions. Members of the 
Green family – evangelical Chris-
tians who own Hobby Lobby and 
Mardel – do not oppose all con-
traceptive methods, only those 
that have abortion-causing quali-
ties. They have said they will not 
obey the mandate.

New Orleans Seminary 
receives $1.5 mil gift
NEW ORLEANS (BP) – New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary has announced details 
of a $1.5 million gift to the semi-
nary from an anonymous donor 
and other scholarship gifts for bi-
vocational and African-American 
students during the trustee exec-
utive committee’s June meeting. 
The gift comes at a critical time 
of need for the seminary. Ten 
percent of the $1.5 million gift 
will provide technology upgrades.

Pew: Media support 
of gay marriage noted
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
mainstream media’s focus on 
support of same-sex marriage 
outnumbered news stories op-
posing it by roughly 5-to-1, ac-
cording to a new Pew Research 
study. Nearly half of the stories 
studied in the two months 
marked by Supreme Court 
deliberations on the subject, 
mid-March through mid-May, 
focused on support of gay mar-
riage and only 9 percent focused 
on opposition. All major cable 
networks had more stories in 
support than in opposition to 
gay marriage, including Fox 
News.
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Much has been said about the 
Calvinism controversy in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
but I have found little to explain 
or define it.

Baptists go by the Bible. Re-
member the words of Jesus, “But 
do not be called Rabbi; for One 
is your Teacher, and you are all 
brothers” (Matt. 23:8, NASB). 
Again, Paul tells us, “Each one 
of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ 
and ‘I of Apollos.’ ... Has Christ 
been divided?” (1 Cor. 1:12-
13, NASB). 
We Baptists 
should weigh 
any theologian 
directly against the Bible, agree-
ing only when it makes sense, 
and don’t swallow entire agendas 
by someone, especially the early 
reformers like (John) Calvin and 
(Huldrych) Zwingli, who could 
be all too grossly human. Vincent 
Price could have made a good 
drive-in horror movie about their 
antics and been entirely factual.

Some scholars like to pretend 
they know it all. Only God 
knows everything. Besides, John 
Calvin sure wasn’t the founder of 
the Baptist denomination!

Stephan Allsup
Little Rock

be denied to same-sex couples re-
gardless of where they reside if their 
marriage was conducted in a state 
that has legalized same-sex mar-
riage.”

He added that while the Court 
technically did not rule marriage a 

fundamental consti-
tutional right that 
must be extended 
to same-sex couples 
as well as to hetero-
sexual couples, “it 
did in essence rede-
fine marriage.”

So that shouldn’t 
impact us here in Arkansas, right? 

Well, it won’t until same-sex mar-
riage is found to be constitutional  
due to discrimination in a state 
like Arkansas by the same activist 
Court. 

That would result in same-sex 
marriage being nationalized in the 
United States in the same way the 
Roe vs. Wade decision legalized 
abortion.

Already, a same-sex couple – mar-
ried in another state outside of Ar-
kansas – has filed a lawsuit in Little 
Rock, claiming Amendment 84 of 

The march to redefine American 
society continues – and now 

the highest court in the land has 
chimed in, surprising conservatives 
and religious leaders.

If there was any doubt we live 
in an increasingly secular age, that 
doubt was cast 
aside when the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court voted re-
cently to strike 
down a key provi-
sion of the Defense 
of Marriage Act 
(DOMA).

On the surface, the ruling ap-
pears to be giving the authority to 
the states to decide for themselves 
who is married and who is not. In 
Arkansas – as in 35 other states 
– marriage is defined as being be-
tween a man and a woman, but 
change could be on the way.

Larry Page, executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethnics 
Council, said the Court “obviously 
succumbed to intense pressure from 
the politically correct crowd.”

Page stated, “The gist of the deci-
sion is that federal benefits cannot 

Traditional marriage under attack

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

I n the updated and expanded edition of “Broth-
ers, We are Not Professionals: A Plea to Pastors 

for Radical Ministry,” John Piper, theologian and 
former pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Min-
neapolis, argues that the pastorate is not a profes-
sion, but a supernatural calling in which God seeks 
to use men to do extraordinary ministry.

“Nothing has happened in the last 10 years to make 
me think this book is less needed. In fact, instead of 
going away, the 
pressure to ‘pro-
fessionalize’ the 
pastorate has 
morphed and 
strengthened,” 
writes Piper in 
the book’s pref-
ace.

Through 36 relatively short chapters, six of which 
are new to the edition, Piper argues that the problem 
with “professionalism” within the pastorate is that 
the pastorate is not a profession and professionalism 
is not supernatural.

“Professionalism carries the connotation of an edu-
cation, a set of skills,

 and a set of guild-defined standards which are pos-
sible without faith in Jesus. Professionalism is not 
supernatural. The heart of ministry is,” writes Piper.

Throughout “Brothers, We are Not Professionals,” 
Piper’s tone is consistently one of humility and broth-
erly love. In each chapter, Piper addresses an aspect of 

pastoral ministry in which he 
believes pastors must remove 
their “professional” tenden-
cies in favor of a basic reli-
ance on God for both inspira-
tion and guidance.

At its heart, “Brothers, We 
are Not Professionals” is a cry 
to pastors to recognize the 
pastorate as a calling, rather 
than a profession.

“The more professional we 
long to be, the more spiritual 
death we will leave in our 
wake. … The world sets the 
agenda of the professional 

man; God sets the agenda of the spiritual man. The 
strong wine of Jesus Christ explodes the wineskins of 
professionalism,” Piper states.

BOOK REVIEW

Caleb Yarbrough
 Arkansas Baptist News

‘Brothers, We are Not Professionals’
By John Piper, B&H Publishing, 2013

the Arkansas Constitution denies 
them of their constitutional rights. 

The time is now for the Church 
in the United States to model bibli-
cal marriage and stand for God’s 
Law in a loving and kind way, “re-
deeming the time, because the days 
are evil” (Eph. 5:16, NKJV). 

LETTER

Baptists go by the Bible
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Churches don’t always have a realistic view of their 
ministry. Sometimes this becomes evident when 

a church begins to search for a new pastor. Surveys are 
completed, in which individual members create a long 
list of qualities a pastor ought to have and things a pas-
tor ought to do. Because each member has a different 
set of wishes, the list for the prospec-
tive pastor becomes long – so long 
that it seems no one person could 
meet all of the requirements. In time, 
the church will select a new pastor 
because they believe they have found 
such a person, when in reality, this is 
highly unlikely. Soon it will become 
evident and murmuring will begin 
(Num. 14:2).

It is easy for church members to get 
an overinflated view of their church 
because of the flood of resumes re-
ceived. It gives the impression their 
church is the most desirable of all 
churches, when oftentimes the real-
ity is a number of pastors are simply 
looking for a way out of the situation 
they are currently in. In some instanc-
es, the pastor submitting a resume 
did so because he has fallen victim to 
unrealistic expectations at his current 
church.

I believe it is a good idea for a 
church seeking a pastor to fill out a 
pastoral profile survey. It is a good 
idea any time, but especially during a pastor search. 
The survey should accomplish several things. It will 
help provide guidance to the search committee. More 
importantly, it should serve as a wake-up call to the en-
tire congregation that the list of expectations could very 
easily and unintentionally grow to the point that no 
one person could meet all of them. Perhaps it will tem-
per expectations – not only during the search process, 
but also throughout the pastor’s entire tenure. A sur-

vey can help church members realize that anytime any 
leader, including a pastor, makes a decision about what 
direction to go, how to get there, how to allocate time 
(including his own time), how to allocate resources, 
etc., he will make some people happy and some people 
unhappy. It is not possible to make decisions that will 

make everyone happy.
In addition to a pastoral profile 

survey, I believe the church should 
complete a “congregational profile 
survey.” I suggest a blank piece of 
paper for each church member who 
will write a dozen qualities that a 
prospective pastor could reasonably 
expect that a church member should 
have or things that a church member 
ought to do. Ask individual church 
members to write down what quali-
ties of church members would be 
attractive to a prospective pastor. I 
don’t mean finances or facilities or 
location, but rather personal quali-
ties of the individual members, such 
as the same sort of things found on 
the pastoral profile surveys. I also sug-
gest that a few more should be added 
from the perspective of the pastor’s 
wife and children. We often have un-
realistic expectations of them, as well.

Thoughtfully and prayerfully com-
pleting both the pastoral profile and 
the congregational profile should 

help us all have more reasonable expectations of each 
other. Sometimes we become disgruntled because of 
expectations that could never be met by any human 
being. I don’t meet yours, and you don’t meet mine. 
Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End. No man ever is. 

Steve Ellison is intentional interim pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Horatio, and camp administrator of Ouachita Bap-
tist Assembly in Mena.

Family Matters
‘Family Rhythm’ 

T  here are only six weeks 
before school starts back 

up. Where has the summer 
gone? My kids have enjoyed 
sleeping in and playing outside 
with friends. We’ve spent time 
with grandparents, seen a Texas 
Rangers game, 
an Arkansas 
Naturals (base-
ball) game, 
spent time 
with friends, 
laughed much 
and created 
some special 
memories.

Many families have a loose 
schedule during the summer 
months. The school year is 
fast approaching, and fami-
lies will enter a more routine 
family rhythm. Each family 
has a unique rhythm that de-
termines how their time is 
utilized throughout the day. 
I’ve approached the start of 
each school year as a great 
opportunity to examine our 
family rhythm and make some 
adjustments toward being more 
intentional to engage in faith 
interactions with my children.  

I frequently encourage fami-
lies to memorize Deuteronomy 
6:4-9, then ask God the ques-
tion, “How can we put this into 
practice in our home?” Moses 
encouraged families to engage 
in faith interactions during the 
normal daily rhythm of life: 
“Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk 
along the road, and when you 
lie down and when you get up” 
(Deut. 6:7). I like to use the 
acrostic TEACH to help fami-
lies think about their family 
rhythm.
  T is for travel time (“when you 
walk along the road”).
  E is for eating time (“when 
you sit at home”).  
  A is for arise time (“when you 
get up”).  
  C is for closing time (“when 
you lie down”).  
  H is for holiday time (when 
you celebrate – Deut. 6:20-25).  

Begin planning now how 
you will utilize these natural 
times in the life of your family 
to engage in faith interactions. 
Identify the time when you can 
be most consistent and success-
ful, and start by setting a goal 
during that specific time. Time 
is ticking, and before you blink, 
they will be leaving home. Be 
intentional about adjusting 
your family rhythm for maxi-
mum spiritual impact with the 
time you have left with your 
kids.

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

Phillips

W inston Churchill, the time-honored prime min-
ister of Great Britain during WWII, bequeathed 

the world with a wealth of literary works. The tenor of 
one speech he made at Harrow, his boyhood school, 
implored his audience to “make up their minds that 
(a certain something) has to be done and the job put 
through and finished, ... even if it takes months – if 
it takes years.” His admonition was 
this: “Never give in. Never give in. 
Never, never, never, never  – in noth-
ing, great or small, large or petty – 
never give in, except to convictions 
of honor and good sense.”

Irrefutable truths are resonated 
through the words of this man, 
and we Christians must, again in 
Churchill’s words, “thank God that 
we have been allowed, each of us according to our sta-
tions, to play a part in making (our) days memorable” 
as ambassadors of Christ.

It seems our world is in one financial crisis after 
another. There are plenty of issues which affect our 
economy and which can cause us great concern. Do I 

need to mention Europe’s struggles, China’s property 
bubble, the U.S. debt and continued deficits and the 
moral breakdown in many economic circles? Worry 
may be a sin, and Jesus certainly warns us not to worry. 
Yet there are many situations today that can cause one 
great concern.

Undoubtedly, we will all face even more challenges 
and opportunities in the months 
ahead. The Apostle Paul reminded us, 
“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what 
is behind and straining toward what 
is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
3:13-14, NIV).

“Pressing on” often involves sheer perseverance, or 
the ability to “never give in.” Actually, a mindset of 
“never giving in” can overcome an awful lot of worry. 
Try it!

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion.

‘Never give in’

FINANCIAL

 TIMES 

David Moore

VIEWPOINT
Steve Ellison

First Baptist Church
Horatio

The congregational search committee

‘Evangelistic’ Sunday school
Thank you and Steve Wilkes 

for the article “What happened to 
‘evangelis-
tic’ Sunday 
school?” in 
the April 18, 
2013,  edition 
of the Arkansas Baptist News. 

LETTER

The decline in Sunday school at-
tendance and the promotion of it 
has been a great concern of mine 
for some time.

I pray that there might be a great 
hunger for His Word. Then there 
will be revival.

Rosemary Looney
Charleston

www.facebook.com/arkbaptnews

Read more news 
and commentary 

at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

or on
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continued from page one

INMAN

He grew up attending church reg-
ularly, and though he was baptized 
around the age of 5 or 6, Inman 
said he thinks he was too young to 
really know what he believed. And 
he didn’t follow Christ in his teen 
and college years. In fact, looking 
back, he said he doubts he believed 
in Christ – though he has always be-
lieved in God.

“But … I think those stories that I 
was taught when I was younger were 
always a bit fairy-tale-like for me and 
never real,” he said.

His wife, however, did have a 
strong faith and desired they attend 
church.

“I didn’t have any problem with 
that,” Inman said. “I wasn’t real re-
sistant to it because I grew up in a 
church, so it wasn’t like it scared me. 
But I wasn’t super interested either.”

So they began attending a local 
Methodist church. And when the 
church’s drummer left, his wife told 
the church Inman could drum.

“And while I could drum, I’d 
never been in a band before,” ex-
plained Inman. “I mean, I did snare 
drum in sixth grade and had a set at 
my house and played around with it, 
but I had never been in a live band 
before. And I was horrible, but they 
needed somebody and it got me 
plugged in, and I started to go every 
Sunday because I was counted on in 
that manner.”

But it was when Inman read Lee 
Strobel’s book “The Case for Christ: 
A Journalist’s Personal Investigation 
of the Evidence for Jesus” that every-
thing clicked.

“And suddenly, all of those … sto-
ries that seemed to be fairy-tale-like 
to me – there was a rational basis 
that it was a historical event,” he 
said. “God had opened my eyes, and 
I wanted to believe – I was ready – 
but the bottom line was I saw it as a 
historical event, and if it’s a histori-
cal event, I’ve got a choice to make.”

He was by himself one day when 
he had what he called a “supernatu-
ral experience” and gave his life to 
Christ. 

“That moment has been, for me, 
what everything has hinged on since 
that day, and that was in 2000,” he 
said, adding with a laugh, “People 
like to say that you ‘come to Christ,’ 
but I always felt it was more like 
God was grabbing me by the throat 
and pulling me. It was like, ‘Hey, 
enough’s enough.’”

He noticed a shift in his priorities 
and a new perspective after that. 

A couple years later, Inman read 
another influential book – “The 
Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth 
am I Here For?” – which he said 
helped him identify his purpose. 

“It’s not to make lots of money 
and have a big house,” he explained. 
“It’s to serve God and to tell others 
about Him and to honor Him with 
your life.”

His salvation even affected his 
work experience. Things in the news 
or in his environment that he once 
may have considered normal were 
now troublesome to him. 

In addition, he had a new per-
spective on some of the stories they 
covered. And that new perspective, 
in turn, granted creditability to a 
side of the stories that might not 
have been given credibility some 
places.

“Certainly the Christian perspec-
tive can be treated with disrespect,” 
said Inman, “and I think that being 
a Christian in the news business 
counterbalances that. It doesn’t 
mean that I’m here to champion 
Christian causes, but it does mean 
that it’s not automatically discount-
ed.”

Inman explained how he views 
his roll as a Christian in the news 
business. 

He said that prior to his switch 
from a sports anchor to a news an-
chor, he struggled with whether it 
was God’s will for him to stay in the 
TV business. He had a young family 
and often worked weekends, and he 
saw little hope for getting away from 
weekend work.

It was around that time he read 
“The Purpose Driven Life,” and he 
experienced a peace in realizing he 
didn’t have to know the plan.

“You need to just keep doing 
what you’re doing until God opens 
another door. And don’t try to kick 

one down because it’s not going 
to work,” Inman said, adding that 
doesn’t mean one should not pre-
pare oneself to walk through the 
door once it has been opened. 

Soon after he found this peace, 
God provided a way for him to 
move to news. Inman realized he 
had given his trouble to God and 
his submission had been quickly 
rewarded with a new opportunity.

He reasoned that when a per-
son recognizes an opportunity is 
from God, “you really start under-
standing that that’s definitely your 
purpose and you’re supposed to 
be doing that, right?”

“So if I’m supposed to be doing 
this, well, how can I honor God 
through the job?” he asked.

For Inman, the answer to that 
question comes in the form of the 
opportunities he has to speak and 
share his testimony. 

“I kind of see that as how I’m 
able to honor God in my job,” he 
explained.

But along with being a news an-

chor and Sunday school teacher, he 
is also a father. He and his wife have 
four children – Garrett, 12, Ashton 
and Abbey, 10, and Nathan, 3. 

“My pastime is being a dad. With 
four kids – that is a full-time pas-
time. I really do whatever they’re 
doing,” he said, explaining a lot of 
times that means watching them 
play sports. Among other things, his 
family loves movies, water parks and 
family vacations. 

So with such a promising career 
and a heart for his family and Savior, 
where will you see Scott Inman next? 
Likely right here in Arkansas. 

“I did grow up here, and I love 
being here,” he said. “And for a 
long time I wanted to be the next 
Monday Night Football announcer. 
I wanted to go to New York or Phila-
delphia or wherever it took to have 
a big career, and for years now I have 
no desire to do that. 

“I want to be here, and I want to 
raise my kids here.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Scott Inman, KATV news anchor, spends plenty of time in the studio (above), but he also enjoys 
time with his family (top left), from left: Ashton, 10, Garrett, 12, wife Nicole, Nathan, 3, Inman and 
Abbey, 10. Photo above by Jessica Vanderpool
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Universities, colleges provide health care resources
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

THIS AUGUST, thousands of fresh-faced 
young scholars will enter the world of higher 
education for the first time. While exciting, 
this transition will require freshman across 
Arkansas to consider their basic health care 
needs.

That’s where college and university health 
and wellness organizations come into play.

Every college and university in Arkansas 
has some form of health care available to its 
students. However, the level of care and pro-
grams available varies greatly depending on 
the school.

The University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, 

Back to 
Campus 2013

See HEALTH page 10

the state’s largest university, offers primary 
health care, counseling and health promo-
tion, said Mary Alice Serafini, assistant vice 
provost and executive director of the univer-
sity’s Pat Walker Health Center.

Serafini said the Pat Walker Health Center 
is a great resource, and the university attempts 
to communicate its value to new students as 
they arrive on campus.

“We talk to every orientation center and 
at every new student orientation session. We 
inform them (students) on how to access us,” 
said Serafini.

“Access is one of the biggest things that we 
have. Our students have paid a health fee, 
and the health fee allows them to come in 
and see a physician, a nurse practitioner, an 

RN (registered nurse), a counselor, a social 
worker, a physiologist, a physiatrist or a well-
ness coach. And we don’t charge them for the 
office visit because they have already paid the 
fee,” said Serafini.

One of the most important things for par-
ents to do is make sure their children have 
health insurance, she said, adding that while 
office visits and other resources are provided 
through student fees, many tests and proce-
dures must be billed to the student’s insur-
ance company.

Students attending the university without 
insurance have the option to purchase a plan 
through the University of Arkansas, she said. 
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Williams PBL receives national honors
Grace Stolz
Williams Baptist College

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams Bap-
tist College (WBC) business stu-
dents have added eight more nation-
al Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) awards 
to an already crowded trophy case, 
including a first place finish for the 
second time in school history. This 
year’s awards make 45 national hon-
ors since 2007 for the Williams PBL 
group.

In the spring, Williams students 
earned a total of 38 certificates 
and placed in 26 events at the state 
PBL conference. As a result of their 
standout state performance, 29 Wil-
liams students qualified for nation-
als, with 19 actually making the trek 
to Anaheim, Calif., to compete June 
22-25.

Summer Deprow, chair of the 
Williams business department and 
PBL sponsor, said, “The students 
studied, researched and rehearsed 
for hours after the spring semester 
was completed. Even those who did 
not place nationally had personal 
best performances. I am so proud 
of their attitudes, enthusiasm and 
professionalism.”

Kevin Hennings of Biggers and 
Hannah Morgan of Smithville re-

ceived first place accolades in the 
area of Emerging Business Issues. 

The duo did not actually qualify 
for nationals while at the state com-
petition. In Little Rock, they placed 
third of three teams, making them 
an alternate if another team did not 
go to the national conference.

Another team from Arkansas 
dropped out of the national compe-
tition, allowing Hennings and Mor-
gan to compete in Anaheim, thus 
turning their defeat on the state 
level into a first place victory on a 
national stage.

Hennings also placed second in 
Retail Management.

Ethan Clark of Bono and 
Hugo Frutos of Fernando de la 
Mora, Paraguay, placed third in  

Financial Services.
Jeff Morris of Bono received an-

other third place finish for Williams 
in the area of Impromptu Speaking.

Morgan Hatcher of Marmaduke, 
Matthew Schweri of Bonnerdale and 
Zabian Sanders of Memphis, Tenn., 
teamed up to bring home third place 
in Marketing Analysis and Decision 
Making.

Clark, Ryan Bauschlicher of 
Corning and Leo Li of Lin Yang, 
China, earned fifth place in Finan-
cial Analysis and Decision Making.

Frutos, Matt Crews of Doniphan, 
Mo., and Curtis Jackson of Walnut 
Ridge were sixth place in Human 
Resource Management.

Bauschlicher, Hatcher and 
Schweri earned a seventh place 

award in Business Ethics.
“To say that the PBL National 

Leadership Conference was great 
is an understatement,” Morris said. 
“Over the few days that our chap-
ter was in Anaheim, we learned so 
much about professionalism, com-
petition and certainly each other.”

As an added milestone, Williams 
received the 2013 Hollis and Kitty 
Guy Gold Seal Chapter Award of 
Merit. In April, the Williams PBL 
group attained Gold Chapter status 
at the state conference, which quali-
fied them for the national merit 
award. This national Gold Chapter 
award is only given to two Arkansas 
schools.

Schweri, the club’s outgoing pres-
ident, said, “When I look back at my 
time at Williams, I may forget some 
lessons and homework, but I will 
never forget a moment spent with 
the amazing people of WBC PBL. 
I will miss that part of my college 
experience more than any other.

“Our goal this year was excel-
lence. It was embodied in our chap-
ter slogan, emblazoned on our club 
shirts and seen in the effort our 
members put forth. We really did 
achieve excellence,” Schweri said.

Grace Stolz is coordinator of public 
relations at Williams Baptist College.

Williams Baptist College’s Phi Beta Lambda business students recently won national awards.
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Colleges equip students for life success
Trennis Henderson
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA – Choosing the right college 
– and the right major – are key issues for high 
school students preparing to enter college. Along 
with the impact those decisions will make during 
one’s college career, they will also significantly af-
fect one’s life and career in the “real world” after 
he or she earns a college degree.

How do colleges and universities successfully 
prepare students for life after college? While effec-
tive academic training is the primary tool, schools 
also help equip students by providing leadership 
opportunities, career fairs, internship options and 
a host of other hands-on learning experiences.

According to Lauren Land, director of career 
services at Ouachita Baptist University (OBU), 
“In terms of specifically preparing graduating stu-
dents to transition into the work world, the OBU 
career services office hosts a variety of workshops 
throughout the year focusing on such topics as 
crafting a competitive resume (both traditional 
and online), key interviewing and networking 
skills, personal branding and job-search opportu-
nities utilizing social media.

“We also recruit a number of companies and 
organizations to campus to meet and interview 
our students, which provides our students the op-
portunity to gain valuable interview experience 
while beginning to explore career options,” she 
added. “Our office also hosts large-scale recruit-
ment events during the year, including the Spring 
Career Expo, which brings nearly 60 businesses 

and organizations to campus to meet and network 
with our students.”

Land’s office also provides customized services 
for students, including matching students with 
alumni in specific fields of interest. 

“Often these alumni will later serve as refer-
ences for the students and may even provide op-
portunities for them to secure future jobs and 
internships,” said Land, adding another key is de-
veloping leadership skills through involvement in 
campus organizations, community service, athlet-
ics and other opportunities. 

“Leadership shows initiative, as well as the will-
ingness to learn from mistakes and serve others,” 
she said.

One example at OBU is Tiger Serve Day, a 
semiannual community service emphasis that 
involves up to 1,000 students serving the Arka-
delphia community. Priority is given to assisting 
senior adults, single parent households and indi-
viduals with special needs. 

A student leadership team plans and coordi-
nates the effort, providing them the opportunity 
to hone valuable leadership skills.

“We believe that a person whose life is marked 
by a commitment to service is a difference-maker 
for life,” said Ian Cosh, OBU’s vice president for 
community and international engagement. “Tiger 
Serve Day is a great event to learn how to serve 
and to appreciate how satisfying it is to serve.”

While a future career may seem far away to in-
coming college freshmen, it’s never too early to 
begin learning, serving and leading. Intentionally 
preparing throughout the college years – both in 

the classroom and beyond – can equip students 
for fulfilling lives of service and impact.

Trennis Henderson is vice president for communica-
tions at Ouachita Baptist University.

Students study at Ouachita Baptist University. Photo courtesy of 
Ouachita Baptist University
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While most schools require stu-
dents to pay some form of health 
care fee in order to enroll, very few 
students take advantage of the “free” 
resources their fees provide them.

Susan Watson, dean of students 
at Williams Baptist College in Wal-
nut Ridge, said her biggest tip to 
new students is to take advantage 
of their school’s health-related re-
sources.

“Utilize campus health services. 
They are free, and they are there for 
students to use,” said Watson.

Williams views health care and 
wellness as essential aspects of a 
complete college experience and 
offers numerous resources to their 
students to encourage them to stay 
fit and healthy, she added.

Williams’ health care resources 
include an annual fair featuring 
health care providers from the area 
to educate students on their avail-
ability and offerings, a campus wide 
weight loss and healthy lifestyle 
program in the style of “The Big-
gest Loser” called “The Williams 
Weigh,” multiple 5K running events 
throughout the year, exercise classes, 
health screenings and tests, health 
related lectures and monthly health 
and wellness emphases.

“We believe that our college expe-

continued from page 7
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rience is holistic, and physical health 
is part of it,” said Watson.

While larger schools like the Uni-
versity of Arkansas may offer a wider 
range of health-related resources, 
Watson emphasized the value of 
Williams’ “small college” communi-
ty, which she said affects every aspect 
of the college, including health care 
and wellness.

“We are interested in all aspects 
of our students’ lives. … It’s who we 
are,” she said.

Sherry Morgan, Williams’ RN, 
provides the kind of personal care 
that is definitive of the school’s 
character, said Watson, adding that 
while other schools have health care 
staff members, Morgan cares deeply 

about Williams’ students and builds 
relationships that extend past her 
occupational responsibilities.

“She tries to be proactive. She is 
a very intelligent woman and is very 
creative. … I can’t say enough praise 
about her professionalism within 
our health care program,” said Wat-
son.

“Once I see them around campus 
and speak to them, they get to know 
me and feel more comfortable. This 
past year I had a lot of students come 
by my office and chat,” said Morgan.

“I think it helps them that I am a 
mom. … I feel like I am an extension 
of their mom in a way,” she said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Williams Baptist College, along with other educational entities, offers a variety of health-related 
resources for its students. Photo courtesy of Williams Baptist College

Ouachita Bapt.
launches app

ARKADELPHIA — Ouachita 
Baptist University has gone mo-
bile. The university’s new mo-
bile application features infor-
mation for visitors to campus, 
as well as residents, and includes 
guides for hallmark campus 
events.

“The app is sim-
ply a way to connect 
with our students,” 
said Tim Harrell, 
director of campus 
activities. “They 
are all connected to 
their phones and 
tablets. Now they get 
to carry an interactive schedule 
for our events with them.

“We’ve also loaded a fresh-
man to-do list for all the stu-
dents,” Harrell added. “When 
the guide is updated, it notifies 
everyone that they have some-
thing new waiting on them. It 
has been one the best ways to 
communicate with the entire 
class – even better than email.”

The app was developed in 
partnership with Guidebook, an 
app development firm based in 
California, and it is available for 
Apple, Android, Blackberry and 
Windows mobile devices.
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JoyWorks engages children in worship arts
ARKADELPHIA – More than 100 
children from across Arkansas took 
part in JoyWorks, a worship arts 
camp for children who have com-
pleted grades four through six.

The camp, held June 25-28 at 
Ouachita Baptist University in Ark-
adelphia, was led by Matt Morgan, 
camp pastor, and William love, asso-
ciate pastor of music and worship at 
Woodland Heights Baptist Church, 
Conway. Love served as camp choir 
clinician. 

The camp’s theme – Super Stars 
– was based on Daniel 12:3. The 
camp featured a number of learning 
experiences ranging from a group 
choir where students learned good 
musicianship to hands-on worship 
arts classes featuring activities involv-

ing black lights, glow-in-the-dark art 
and more.

“We had an amazing year. I have 
never heard a group of children offer 
worship like this group,” said Larry 
Grayson, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention leadership and worship 
team member. “The creative experi-
ence is extremely fun. The worship 
gave clear and easy-to-grasp spiritual 
truths tailored just for the children.”

“There are so many summer op-
tions for children in the summer,” 
he added. “I believe JoyWorks is a 
worthy option leading our children 
to a deeper understanding of wor-
ship!” 

PraiseWorks, a worship arts camp 
for students who have completed 
grades seven through 12, will also 

take place at Ouachita. The camp, 
set for July 15-19, allows students to 
choose from tracks focused on a va-

riety of media, including drama, art, 
graphic design, stomp, video produc-
tion, guitar and drums.

Children learn multiple ways to worship God through games, songs and lessons at JoyWorks.

OMU offers training for ministry assistants
LITTLE ROCK – When the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) leadership and worship 
team decided to host Office Min-
istry University (OMU) – an event 
designed to help ministry assistants 
achieve excellence in their jobs – 
they did not expect nearly 80 people 
from across the Natural State to at-
tend.

But that’s exactly what happened. 
The ABSC building in Little Rock 
filled June 27 with 79 ministry as-
sistants representing seven associa-
tions, 51 churches and three Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries.

Denny Wright, leadership and 
worship team leader, said it was 
double the response they expected, 
and some people even got up at 5:15 
a.m. in order to travel to Little Rock. 

He said his hope was that the 

event “would give secretaries the op-
portunity to get some practical train-
ing to take back to their churches 
and use immediately.”

Lana Rose, church secretaries 
specialist at the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, led the one-day event, 
which was composed of four ses-
sions – Beginning with Vision, 
Growing as an Exceptional Assis-
tant, Event Planning and Creating 
Policies for Continuity. The first 
session – Beginning with Vision – 
focused on questions such as “How 
did you get to the church office?” 
and “Why have you stayed so long?” 
Other sessions addressed topics such 
as attributes that make ministry as-
sistants exceptional, steps for plan-
ning a successful event and how to 
write and execute good policies and 
procedures.

Wright said Rose even described 
some basic Baptist beliefs, which 
helped give a better understanding 
to those who didn’t have a strong 
Southern Baptist background. 

Wright said the reason they de-
cided to hold the event was that a 
pastor called saying he needed train-
ing for a new secretary.

“And that got the ball rolling,” ex-
plained Wright, who said the event 
went “wonderfully.”

“I talked to several ladies, and I 
said, ‘Well, was it good?’ And they 
said, ‘No, it was great!’” he said.

Paula Cornett, ministry assistant 
for Black River Baptist Association, 
attended the event, and expressed 
her feelings about OMU to the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

“I enjoyed the Office Ministry 
University. I am a new ministry assis-
tant and would appreciate any and 
all help that I can recieve,” she said.

World Changers in Arkansas
THE FIRST OF SEVERAL World 
Changers mission projects for stu-
dents resulted in more than 70 
people surrendering their lives to 
Christ.

The 2013 
World Changers 
theme is Change 
the City, Change 
the World.

“This week we 
have seen 55 pro-
fessions of faith 
in Jesus Christ 
by local resi-
dents (and par-
ticipants). That’s 
powerful,” Jona-
than Thornton, 
mission com-
munication specialist posted on the 
official blog for the West Memphis 
project, which was held June 17-22. 
First Baptist Church, Heber Springs, 
was one Arkansas churches that par-
ticipated in the West Memphis proj-
ect.

“We were able to assist 18 home-
owners with renovations to their 
home this week,” Thornton added.

In addition, 17 salvations were 
recorded at a project held the same 
week in Fort Smith, according to a 
blog post by Benna Fouts, mission 

communication 
specialist.

“I cannot even 
tell you how 
God is working 
in and through 
the students here 
in Fort Smith,” 
Fouts said. 

“Today was 
another fabulous 
day of ministry, 
giving, worship 
and service.”

Students and 
leaders at the 

two locations gave nearly $3,700 to 
an offering to support Generation 
Send and Current Canada.

Two additional projects will be 
held the weeks of July 8-13 and July 
15-20 at Life Line Baptist Church in 
Little Rock.

LifeWay Christian Resources of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
administers World Changers.

World Changers volunteers
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

Tuckerman FBC is in search of a part-time 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resumes by email 
to ddixonasp165@live.com or Pastor Search Com-
mittee, C/O D. Dixon, 140 Greenhaw, Tuckerman, 
AR 72473.

Small northeast Arkansas church is in search of 
pastor. Send all resumes to Manila BC, C/O Pastor 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 748, Manila, AR 72442.

First Baptist Church, Dumas, is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 200 E. Water-
man, Dumas, AR 71639 or email to FBCdumas@
centurytel.net.

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Berryville, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 279 Hwy. 221 S., Ber-
ryville, AR 72616 or shbc@windstream.net. 

Coronado Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Coronado Baptist Church, Pastor Search Commit-
tee, coronadobap@sbcglobal.net or mail to 198 

Carmona Center Drive, Suite 4, Hot Springs Village, 
AR 71909.

First Baptist Church, Lewisville, is seeking a 
pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Commit-
tee at P.O. Box 97, Lewisville, AR 71845 or email to 
lewfbc@whti.net.

First Baptist Church, Lecompte, La., is seeking 
a pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church 
Lecompte, Attn: Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
1070, Lecompte, LA 71346. Located 15 minutes 
south of Alexandria, La. Beautiful campus - great 
growth potential. Contact: 318-776-9487.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Formosa Baptist Church, Clinton, is prayerfully 
searching for a part-time worship leader 
who can lead a blended service. Please send re-
sumes or questions to billytreece@hotmail.com or 
Formosa Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1530, Clinton, AR 
72031. 

West Fork FBC is seeking a full-time minis-
ter to students who is excited and experienced 

in developing and reaching our young generation 
and their parents. Send all resumes and correspon-
dence to hclowerhunt@yahoo.com.

Two paid bi-vocational staff positions available 
in Jonesboro – music director and youth di-
rector. Send vita by email to Brdgdmin@gmail.
com or call 870-219-6757 for information.

First Baptist Church, Wagoner, Okla., is seeking 
a full-time children’s minister. Please send 
resume to First Baptist Church, Attn: Mark Pointer, 
401 N.E. 2nd St., Wagoner, OK 74467 or mark@
fbcwagoner.com. Contact person is Mark Pointer, 
918-485-2428.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is currently 
searching for a full-time associate pastor of 
music and corporate worship. Please send 
your resume to gail.beddingfield@fbceldorado.
org. For questions, please call Matt Pearson at the 
church office 870-863-7177.

Harlan Park Baptist Church, Conway, is look-
ing for a part-time worship pastor to join 
our team. Send resume to Pastor Gary Mitchell at 
garynmitchell@hotmail.com or to 1895 Dave Ward 

Drive, Conway, AR 72034. 
Walnut Valley Baptist Church, Hot Springs, is 

currently seeking part-time worship pastor. 
Contact Tim Forrest, tforrest@cablelynx.com or 
send to1698 N. Hwy. 7, Hot Springs, AR 71909.

Camp Paron is seeking a married couple 
willing to work flexible hours and varied tasks. 
Housing may be included as part of the pay pack-
age. Call 501-837-7362 for more information.

Holly Springs Baptist Church, Holly Springs, has 
two bi-vocational positions open - youth pastor 
and worship leader. Call David Dillard at 870-
687-1590 for information.

Church life
Geyer Springs First Baptist 

Church, Little Rock, will host the 
Ozarks Conference for Senior Adult 
Ministers Sept. 23-25. The confer-
ence will begin at 1 p.m., Monday, 
Sept. 23 and end at noon Sept. 25. 
Dave Gallagher, pastor emeritus at 
Palm West Community Church, 
Sun City West, Ariz., is the featured 
speaker for the event. For more in-
formation, contact Max Pyron, se-
nior adult minister, at 501-794-9285. 
Registration is required.

Lexington Baptist Church, Clin-
ton, will hold a revival July 21-24. 
Speakers include revival evangelist 
C.W Blood and youth speaker Pax-
ton Scott. For more information, 
contact the church office at 501-723-
4787.

On the move
Jimmy Albrecht is serving as pas-

tor of First Baptist Church, DeWitt. 

Milestones

Wally Portmann, associate pas-
tor of East Side Baptist Church, Fort 

To place a classified, 
call Nelle O’Bryan at 501-

376-4791, ext. 5153, or email 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Smith, is retiring in July after 31 
years of ministry at East Side Baptist. 
The church will honor Portmann in 
the 9:30 a.m. worship service July 7.

Advertise: 501-376-4791, ext. 5153

BEEBE – The Know Mercy Choir and Drama 
group from Union Valley Baptist Church, Beebe, 
experienced God at work firsthand during a music 
mission trip to San Antonio, Texas, in June.  

The choir – made up of students from seventh 
through 12th grade – served in several ways, in-
cluding by painting the Lifetime Recovery Center, 
a ministry for alcoholics in rehabilitation. 

Brian Price, minister of music and education 
at Union Valley Baptist, said the center calculated 
that the group saved them $50,000.

In addition to the labor aspect of the mission 
work, the choir performed at assisted living facili-
ties, Krier Juvenile Correction Facility and Haven 
for Hope homeless shelter. The choir also sang 
the National Anthem at the San Antonio Mis-
sions ballgame.

But perhaps the biggest surprise of all came 
while shopping at a Target. The team had gone 
into the store to shop for supplies. While there, 
Justin, a man who recognized their T-shirts, ap-
proached them. Justin began to tell his story to 
the group. Three years earlier Know Mercy had 
served and performed at Little Rock Rescue Mis-

Travis Chisom, member of First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
and director of Area IX Special Olympics, was selected by 
Arkansas Special Olympics as the outstanding volunteer of 
the year. Travis has been involved with Special Olympics 
for 22 years and the director of Area IX Special Olympics 
for 8 years.

Special Olympics volunteer

Choir reunites with former homeless man

sion. Justin was one of the homeless who heard 
that performance. The message changed his life. 
Justin has been sober for three years now and 
works at the Salvation Army in San Antonio.

Overall, Price said both he and the church’s 
youth pastor, Casey Longing, considered the mis-
sion trip to be “the best mission trip they have 
ever been on, especially with students.”

For posts and photos of the trip, visit www.
knowmercychoir.wordpress.com.

The Know Mercy Choir and Drama group from Union Valley 
Baptist Church, Beebe, recently went on mission to Texas.
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CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theater/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in the 
monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

A LONGTIME FRIEND of Baptist 
Health, Helen L. Reyn-
old, died June 22 at the 
age of 87. 

Reynolds both vol-
unteered at and served 
on the staff of Baptist 
Health in Little Rock as 

the director of volunteers, director of 
personnel and executive assistant to 
the CEO and board. After 40 years 
of service, Reynolds retired but con-
tinued to serve Baptist Health as a 
volunteer. 

In 1994, Helen and her husband, 
RC, relocated to Cordova, Tenn., 
where she continued to serve as a 
volunteer with Baptist Trinity Home 
Care and Hospice in Memphis, 
Tenn. She also supported Camp 
Good Grief, a camp founded by Bap-
tist Memorial Health Care to help 
children deal with grief.

Her son, Stephen C. Reynolds, 
serves as president and CEO of Bap-
tist Memorial Health Care in Mem-
phis.

Reynolds was preceded in death by 

her parents, Orren and Vera Lovell, 
and her husband. She was survived 
by a sister, Martha Long Herren; a 
brother, Clark Lovell; a daughter, 
Susan Sanford and son-in-law Steve 
Sanford; a son, Stephen and wife 
Ann Reynolds; six grandchildren, 
and eleven great-grandchildren. 

Graveside services were held June 
28 at the Pinecrest Memorial Park in 
Alexander. Memorials can be sent 
to Baptist Trinity Hospice House in 
Collierville, Tenn., or Trinity Baptist 
Church in Cordova, Tenn.

For the second year, Crossgate 
Church of Hot Springs, 
took vacation Bible school, 
“Parkapalooza – Carnival Craze,” 
to three local parks in the Hot 
Springs area. Children 4 years 
old and up were encouraged 
to participate in the event that 
was hosted in the evenings June 
11-14.

Parkapalooza

The women of Zion Hill Baptist Church, Cabot, have been working together making pillowcase 
dresses. More than 100 dresses have been made to send to girls in need in Uganda, Africa.

Zion Hill makes pillowcase dresses

Longtime friend of Baptist Health dies at 87

To place your church 
news in the 

Arkansas Baptist News, 
call Gayla Parker at 

800-838-2272, ext. 5153, 
or email 

gayla@arkansasbaptist.org
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If you’re anything like me, you oc-
casionally have days when you feel 
like giving up or giving in. A variety 
of experiences can trigger that sense 
of hopelessness: conflict at home or 
work, financial debt, depression, in-
adequate sleep. The list goes on. At 
times like this, there’s a 
nagging question that 
seems to always find its 
way into my thoughts: 
Why do I bother?

The Book of Eccle-
siastes is famous for 
Solomon’s quest to 
make sense of this life. 
Almost everyone wres-
tles at some point in life 
with finding meaning 
or purpose. For some, 
this search is a lifelong 
struggle. Throughout 
my ministry, I have worked with 
many people for whom the seeming 
pointlessness of this life provides a 
constant backdrop for depression 
and feelings of worthlessness. The 
writer of Ecclesiastes refers to this 
vanity as “chasing after the wind.”

To be sure, there are plenty of 
things in life over which we have lit-
tle or no control. Take, for example, 
our current situation in the United 

States. Our economy is stuck in the 
mud, the moral fabric of our nation 
is rapidly disintegrating and the god-
less are making it harder and harder 
for Christians to stand up for bibli-
cal values. There are, in fact, many 
bad things on which we can focus 

our attention. But I’d 
argue that doing so is 
not only unhelpful, but 
it’s also unbiblical.

Faith grows best in 
challenging times. Such 
times afford the oppor-
tunity for God’s truth 
to become more than 
head knowledge; they 
offer the opportunity 
for His truth to indwell 
our hearts, proclaiming 
to all around that He is 
trustworthy, even when 

life doesn’t seem to make sense.
The Apostle Paul knew the pro-

pensity of people to dwell on nega-
tive thoughts. That’s why he en-
couraged believers to do all without 
grumbling or complaining (Phil. 
2:14), to reach “forward to what is 
ahead” (Phil. 3:13) and focus on 
whatever is good (Phil. 4:8).

God created us for a purpose, and 
He will not disappoint.

Garrick D. Conner
discipleship pastor

Park Hill Baptist
North Little Rock

The Old Testament records many 
of God’s promises to restore His 
people. Do those promises apply to 
the lives of Christ-followers today?

The Book of Ezra reveals that 
“the Lord moved the heart” (Ezra 
1:1) of King Cyrus to build His tem-
ple for His people. And 
Cyrus offered “everyone 
whose heart God had 
moved” (Ezra 1:5) the 
opportunity to help.

After the restoration 
of the wall recorded in 
Nehemiah, many of Is-
rael’s exiles returned to 
their homeland. And 
as Ezra the priest read 
God’s Word, offering 
His praise to the Lord, 
the people of God re-
sponded with praise, 
prayer and worship (Neh.8:6).

God offered to restore His people 
again in Jeremiah 29:10-14, promis-
ing His provision and protection if 
they repented, sought His guidance 
and obeyed His Word. 

God still urges believers not to 
worry and encourages them to “seek 
first his kingdom and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well” (Matt. 6:33). 

Hebrews 13:8 promises that 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” God prom-
ises to move the heart of a king to 
help restore His people, if needed. 
And He encourages His followers 
to respond to His truth with praise, 

prayer and worship. 
When we face the 

consequences of mis-
takes and failures, God 
continues to offer for-
giveness and restora-
tion. 

“If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9).

Do you struggle to 
hold on to the promises 

of God? Do you worry? Do you long 
to embrace God’s promises? 

Philippians 4:5-7 offers this en-
couragement: “The Lord is near. 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Karen Jordan
member

Crossgate Church
Hot Springs

Have you ever been hungry and 
eaten whatever junk food was close 
by? Chips, candy, cookies and other 
flavorful treats can tempt us and can 
even curb our hunger for a while, 
but they do not provide the kind of 
nutrition that is need-
ed to truly satisfy our 
bodies’ needs.

That’s how it is with 
our spiritual lives as 
well. God has created 
us with a deep crav-
ing that only He can 
fill. Far too often, we 
choose a few things 
that meet our minds’ 
needs in the moment, 
but fail to meet our 
souls’ needs for the 
long haul.

Our view of worship has much to 
do with the quality of our life. Eccle-
siastes 3 contains a poem about time 
that has been the subject of much 
literary study. 

In that poem, the author rightly 
communicates that God is the One 
who controls time. We all have the 
same amount of time in any given 
day. How we utilize our moments 
says much about our relationship 
with our Creator.

I find that the days I experience 
a sort of spiritual drought are the 
days in which I fail to be adequately 
grounded in the Word of God and 
focused on finding His purpose for 
me to serve Him. Even the most 

faithful followers of 
Christ experience times 
when they feel discon-
nected or distant from 
God.

Far too often, we get 
frustrated because we’re 
focused on God’s plan 
for us as an end point. 
Instead, we need to focus 
on God’s plan for us to 
achieve His mission in 
the world. Worship is 
not supposed to be about 
us, although we certainly 

do gain much from it. Worship is 
about God alone.

We can feel empty when we lose 
sight of God’s purpose for us. How-
ever, when we feed on His Word, 
spend time with Him in prayer and 
meditation and seek friendship and 
fellowship with other believers, we 
can experience the joy and fulfill-
ment that come from knowing Him, 
loving Him and walking with Him 
by faith.

A few weeks ago, we witnessed 
videos of tornadoes ripping through 
the heartland of our nation. Later, I 
awakened to find the destruction of 
another twister – as I examined the 
emotional heart of my own home. 

My words and tem-
per wreaked havoc in 
my home. And the 
truth of James 1:26 
grieved my heart: 
“Those who consider 
themselves religious 
and yet do not keep 
a tight rein on their 
tongues deceive them-
selves, and their reli-
gion is worthless.”

So, I prayed the 
Lord would help me 
resolve this problem, 
because I knew “no human being 
can tame the tongue” (James 3:8). 

Years ago, I realized how much I 
needed to embrace the promise of a 
Messiah. In fact, “We all, like sheep, 
have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to our own way” (Isa. 53:6).

Yet I still try to manage my life, 
as I attempt to control my temper, 
change my attitudes and deal with 
my regrets and disappointments. 
But my willpower always wanes, 

leaving me face-to-face with my own 
limitations, weaknesses and failures. 

When Paul begged the Lord to 
take away his weaknesses, he re-
ceived a powerful promise: “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).

Paul surrendered his 
willpower and embraced 
the power of Christ: 
“Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly about 
my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest 
on me. That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight 
in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecu-
tions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I 

am strong” (2 Cor. 12:9-12).
Do you need the Lord today? Are 

you asking Him for strength to over-
come your painful weaknesses? 

“Surely he took up our pain and 
bore our suffering. … But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace 
was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed” (Isa. 53:4-5).

His grace is sufficient for you, too. 

Karen Jordan
member

Crossgate Church
Hot Springs

Garrick D. Conner
discipleship pastor

Park Hill Baptist
North Little Rock

Embracing God’s promises 
EZRA 1:1-5; NEHEMIAH 8:1-6; JEREMIAH 29:10-14

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:

Can I find meaning?
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-2:26

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

Why do I feel empty?
ECCLESIASTES 3:1-5:7

EXPLORE THE BIBLE:

God Promises the Messiah
ISAIAH 53:2-12; JAMES 1:26; JAMES 3:8; 2 CORINTHIANS 12:9-12

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE:
JULY 28, 2013

JULY 21, 2013
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Volunteers from Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, took part June 24-28 in Mission 
Hot Springs, a ministry of the church com-
pletely led, supported and driven by vol-
unteers. It is the second year for the event, 
which seeks to minister to the city and its 
surrounding areas. Throughout the week, 
there were more than 380 one-on-one 
presentations of the gospel and about 70 
salvations. In addition, about 1,000 Bibles 
and 3,000 tracts were distributed and 4,000 
meals were served. Read more in a future 
issue of the Arkansas Baptist News.

Mission Hot Springs
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Go Digital
get more  pay less

For more information, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

 Sign up for the ABN Now 
Our digital edition is accessible on computers and 
mobile devices. It includes audible articles, extra 
content and more color.

 Listen to the ABN Podcast
Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast.

The Arkansas Baptist News is committed to telling the story of God’s work among His people in the 
Natural State. One of the quickest ways to experience the news is through a variety of online resources.

 Access our website 
See our daily updates by visiting 
www.arkansasbaptist.org on your 
computer or mobile device. 

 Facebook/Twitter
Find us on Facebook and Twitter as ArkBaptNews.
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TV anchor Scott Inman
shares life, testimony

Profiles in Faith
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Attendance increases,
large debt remains

'Passion Play'

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.Summer camps
Students have fun and learn about Jesus at 
Super Summer and JoyWorks. See stories 
on Pages 2 and 11.

Ph
ot

o b
y N

at
ha

n G
er

be
r


	7-11_ABN_po1_p
	7-11_ABN_po2_p
	7-11_ABN_po3_k
	7-11_ABN_po4_k
	7-11_ABN_po5_k
	7-11_ABN_po6_k
	7-11_ABN_po7_p
	7-11_ABN_po8_p
	7-11_ABN_po9_p
	7-11_ABN_po10_p
	7-11_ABN_po11_k
	7-11_ABN_po12_k
	7-11_ABN_po13_k
	7-11_ABN_po14_k
	7-11_ABN_po15_p
	7-11_ABN_po16_p



