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EACH SPRING Southern 
Baptists are asked to come 
together to pray for and 
give to North American 
missions.

March 4-11 is this 
year’s Week of Prayer for 
North American Mis-
sions in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The 
Week of Prayer, with the 
theme, On Mission: Here 
and Now, undergirds the 
Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering (AAEO). The 
supporting Scripture verse 
of the emphasis is 1 John 
3:18, “Little children, we 
must not love with word 
or speech, but with truth 
and action.” 

With more than 269 
million lost people, North 
America and its major cit-
ies are some of the most 
spiritually dark places in 
the world.

The offering, in tan-
dem with Cooperative 
Program gifts from South-
ern Baptist churches, sup-
ports North American 
missionaries in seeking to 
fulfill the Great Commis-
sion.

Gifts to the Annie 
Armstrong offering are 
received through local 
Southern Baptist church-
es or online at namb.net 
or anniearmstrong.com.
According to the North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB), 100 percent of 
the money collected goes 
to sending and sustaining 
missionaries.

This year’s goal is $70 
million. 

For more information 
about the Week of Prayer 
for North American Mis-
sions or to receive mate-
rials for observing this 
week, contact the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Conven-
tion missions team at 800-
838-2272, ext. 5137. 

Additionally, AAEO 
resources are available for 
download at anniearm-
strong.com.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Annie Armstrong offering 
goal $70 million in 2018

Hacker honored again
as Ark. ‘AM of the Year’

Newly elected Associational Missionaries’ Fellowship officers are (from left to 
right): Gene Tanner, associational missionary for North Central Baptist Association 
in Clinton, vice president; Ronnie Toon, associational missionary for Independence 
Baptist Association in Batesville, president; and Steve Bailey, associational mission-
ary for Mississippi County Baptist Association in Blytheville, secretary-treasurer. 
Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

LITTLE ROCK – Association-
al missionaries from across the 
state took part in the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) annual Associational 
Missionaries’ Workshop Feb. 
26-28 at the ABSC building in 
Little Rock.

The three-day event in-
cluded multiple workshops 
and group discussions 
as well as times of 
worship and fellow-
ship.

The event’s work-
shops were led by 
ABSC staff, includ-
ing: Warren Gasaway, 
evangelism and church 
health assistant team 
leader and student 
ministry specialist; David 
James, college and young lead-
ers team leader; Bob Harper, 
missions team leader; Tim 
Wicker, church planting team 
leader; and Terry Bostick, 
church health team leader. 

Worship was led by Larry 
Grayson, music and worship 
consultant. Bob Johnson, as-
sociational missionary consul-
tant and Sunday school con-
sultant, acted as the event’s 
host.

Each year Ouachita Bap-
tist University hosts a dinner 
during the associational mis-

sionaries’ meeting in 
which it names the As-
sociational Missionary 
of the Year.

“By selecting and 
recognizing one per-
son as Associational 
Missionary of the Year, 
we seek to honor the 
outstanding work of 
all associational mis-

sionaries throughout the state. 
We understand and appreci-
ate the important role that is 
played in the work of God’s 
kingdom by you who wear this 
title, and we are thankful for 
the service you provide to local 

churches, pastors and the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion,” said Ben Sells, president 
of Ouachita.

S.D. Hacker, associational 
missionary of Rocky Bayou 
Baptist Association in Frank-
lin, was named the 2018 As-
sociational Missionary of the 
Year.

Hacker, a member of the 
Arkansas Baptist News Board 
of Directors, began his as-
sociational service as associa-
tional missionary for White 
River Baptist Association in 
1964. In 1972, Hacker was 
the inaugural recipient of the 

Associational Missionary of 
the Year award. He is the only 
minister to win the award 
twice.

Hacker has served as pastor 
of six congregations and asso-
ciational missionary of three 
associations. He has served in 
associational ministry for 45 
years, including 25 years with 
Rocky Bayou.

Hacker, 85, is currently re-
covering from a stroke. He was 
unable to be present to receive 
his award. However, arrange-
ments are being made to pres-
ent the award to him, in per-
son, at a later date.

Two state conventions change CBF funding
DALLAS (BP) – Two state con-
ventions have decided to stop 
forwarding  churches’ contri-
butions given to the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship (CBF) 
following the organization’s 
decision in February to ap-
prove  a policy “permitting the 
hiring of LGBT personnel for 
certain staff positions in the 
organization.” 

The Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas (BGCT) was 
the first to announce the de-
cision, saying it was based on 
“affirming a commitment to 
the biblical view of marriage.” 

“I am very grateful for the 
consistent, steady way in which 
the BGCT has held to God’s 
Word,” BGCT President and 
Executive Director Danny 
Reeves said in a news release. 
“We lovingly say to all people 
the truth that marriage is to 
be between one man and one 
woman.” 

The Baptist General As-
sociation of Virginia (BGAV) 
joined the BGCT  Feb. 26, an-
nouncing in a news release it 
will stop channeling churches’ 
contributions to the CBF. 

The BGAV’s Executive 
Board approved a statement 
Feb. 26, noting the board “re-

grets it has had to address the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship’s (CBF) approval” earlier 
this month of a policy “permit-
ting the hiring of LGBT per-
sonnel for certain staff posi-
tions in the organization.” 

The BGCT Executive Board 
adopted a recommendation 
Feb. 20 to “remove CBF as a 
giving option from the BGCT 
gift remittance form and to en-
courage churches to send their 
CBF gifts directly to the CBF 
national office,” according to 
Texas’ Baptist Standard. 

The move came less than 
two weeks after the CBF Gov-
erning Board voted to replace 
its former prohibition of hir-
ing homosexual and transgen-
der employees with a policy 
that opened some positions 
to “Christians who identify as 
LGBT.” 

Initially, the BGCT re-
sponded Feb. 12 with a state-
ment reaffirming the conven-
tion’s belief “the Bible teaches 
that any sexual relationship 
outside the bounds of a mar-
riage between a man and 
woman is sin.” 

The BGCT Executive 
Board’s subsequent decision 
to stop forwarding gifts to the 

CBF received only one nega-
tive vote and was not accompa-
nied by any discussion during 
the board’s general session, 
the Standard reported. 

Executive director David 
Hardage said following the 
vote, “Texas Baptists have con-
sistently held to biblical truth 
on marriage and human sex-
uality while at the same time 
loving and caring for every-
one,” according to the BGCT 
release. 

Previously, the BGCT en-
abled each church to designate 
the percentage of its gifts that 
would be used for BGCT mis-
sions and ministries and the 
percentage for one of three 
worldwide partners: the SBC, 
BGCT Worldwide or the CBF. 
The BGCT recommends that 
congregations designate 79 
percent of their cooperative 
gifts for BGCT ministries and 
21 percent for a worldwide 
partner, but the 79-21 split is 
not mandatory. 

The BGAV “at numerous 
annual meetings has affirmed 
and acted on its commitment 
to its orthodox and traditional 
view of biblical marriage and 
sexuality,” the state conven-
tion’s board stated. “The 

BGAV remains committed to 
respecting, welcoming, and 
loving all persons in the name 
of Christ while affirming an 
orthodox view of marriage be-
tween a man and a woman.” 

Some 200 of the approxi-
mately 1,400 churches that co-
operate with the BGAV send 
financial contributions to the 
CBF through the state con-
vention, according to a BGAV 
news release, and will be af-
fected by the board’s decision. 
The BGAV said it will help 
those churches send their gifts 
directly to the CBF national 
office in the future, the release 
stated. 

The BGAV is one of two 
state conventions in Virginia 
that cooperate with the SBC. 
The other Virginia conven-
tion, the SBC (Southern Bap-
tist Conservatives) of Virginia, 
does not forward gifts from 
churches to the CBF. 

The CBF now will be re-
moved from among the con-
vention’s worldwide partners. 

The CBF was founded in 
1991 as a fellowship of church-
es that objected to the ideology 
and methods of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Conser-
vative Resurgence.

Hacker



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Tacos 4 Life mission: ‘feed the world’
Fulfill Your Ministry!  
SBC Pastors’ Conf. theme

DALLAS (BP) – Fulfill 
Your Ministry! will be the 
theme addressed by a di-
verse lineup of speakers 
at this year’s Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
Pastors’ Conference June 
10-11 in Dallas. 

Pastors’ Conference 
President H.B. Charles 
Jr. announced the theme, 
drawn from 2 Timothy 
4:5, and speakers, half of 
whom are non-Anglo, re-
cently in a blog post. Five 
African American preach-
ers will join one Hispanic 
preacher and six Anglos. 

“The goal of the confer-
ence is to challenge and 
encourage pastors and 
church leaders to be faith-
ful to the calling to serve 
the Lord in local church 
ministry,” wrote Charles, 
pastor of Shiloh Metro-
politan Baptist Church in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

“We are living in criti-
cal times. The world at its 
worst needs the church at 
its best,” Charles, the first 
African American Pastors’ 
Conference president, 
wrote Feb. 15 on his web-
site. “To reach this culture 
and generation for Christ, 
we must live faithful lives, 
preach faithful messages, 
and lead faithful congrega-
tions. Each message will be 
a call to faithfulness.” 

Along with preaching, 
the Pastors’ Conference 
will feature worship and 
prayer to undergird the 
ministry of pastors and 
their wives. The sessions at 
the Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Convention Center will be 
held prior to the SBC An-
nual Meeting. 

Also speaking will be 
Frank Pomeroy, pastor 
of First Baptist Church 
in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, who “will share his 
testimony of trusting God 
through the tragedy his 
congregation suffered last 
summer,” when a gunman 
murdered 26 people dur-
ing a worship service. 

Sarah Davis and 
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – What does eating 
a taco have to do with tackling 
world hunger? “Everything!” 
according to Ashton and Aus-
tin Samuelson, who founded 
Tacos 4 Life in 2014.

For every taco, quesadilla, 
salad or rice bowl sold, Tacos 
4 Life makes a donation of 
22 cents, the cost of a meal 
for a malnourished child, to 
Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC), which then sends 
the meals to children in Swa-
ziland, Africa, and Honduras. 

 “Tacos 4 Life was born out 
of a vision that people can eat 
great food, while also help-
ing change lives around the 
world,” said Austin. 

Tacos 4 Life was named the 
2018 Arkansas Business of the 
Year in late February.

The two believe that starva-
tion is nothing more than a 
distribution problem. “As long 
as there is a problem like that 
with children dying simply be-
cause they’re not getting food 
– and there’s enough food in 
this world – then we have a 
strong sense of urgency,” Aus-
tin told arkansasbusiness.com.

“We believe that God is up 
to something big, and we want 
Tacos 4 Life to be a part of it,” 
he said.

The couple first met as 
15-year-olds when they attend-
ed Super Summer at Ouachita 
Baptist University (OBU). Al-
though they lived about 100 
miles apart, the two continued 
their relationship throughout 
high school, were reunited as 
students at OBU and were 
married soon after graduation 
in 2008.

As newlyweds working their 
first jobs in California, the 
couple learned about world 
hunger; the fact that thou-
sands of children die of starva-
tion daily burdened them. 

With the belief that “hun-
ger is the world’s most solv-
able problem,” they wrestled 
with how to address the ur-
gent need of starvation in the 
world.

 “We didn’t know what to 
do with it for well over a year 
and finally one day God just 
gave us this idea,” Austin said 
in an online article at amppob.
com.

He explained that they were 
inspired by the model and mis-

sion of Tom’s Shoes, which do-
nates a pair of shoes to people 
in need for every pair of shoes 
sold, and set out to do some-
thing similar with food.

Their idea of a mission-
based business began to take 
shape. 

“We weren’t sure when we 
started how it would turn out. 
We knew God had placed this 
dream on our hearts and that 
He would do with it what He 
would, but we were optimistic 
that it could work,” said Aus-
tin. 

Still, there were a few 
bumps along the way as the 
idea began to take shape. Liv-
ing in Austin’s parents’ base-
ment after the couple moved 
back to Arkansas and Austin 
lost his commercial real estate 
job, the couple had a vision 
for the restaurant and a lease 
they had signed “in faith,” said 
Austin, in an online article at 
thegospelcoalition.org. Yet, 
they had very little money and 
were turned down by six banks 
for a loan.

After the sixth bank rejec-
tion, the young couple and 
his parents “took the week-
end to pray separately. When 
we came together on Sunday, 
we all sensed God telling us 
to keep moving forward, that 
He would provide. And little 
by little, the money came,” he 
told thegospelcoalition.org.

Their first restaurant 
opened in June 2014 in Con-
way. 

“We had to fight to make it 
a reality. It was hard, not rosy. 
And God taught us to fall in 
love with the grind, with the 
journey, and – most of all – 
with Himself,” Austin said.

“The challenges that my 
wife and I faced on our jour-
ney are some of our sweetest 
memories, because they were 
times when the Lord showed 
up.”

Even when finances have 
been tight, the Samuelsons 
never considered not making 
their donation to FMSC. “It’s 
non-negotiable, and we trust 
God to provide what we need,” 
said Austin to thegospelcoal-
tion.org.

Today eight Tacos 4 Life res-
taurants are scattered through-
out Arkansas, and one Tacos 
4 Life restaurant is located in 
Frisco, Texas. Five additional 
restaurants are slated to open 
soon, including locations in 
North Carolina and Tennes-

see. The Samuelson’s goal is 
to operate 20 restaurants by 
2020, providing meals to a 
million children per day and 
ultimately ending childhood 
starvation.

Since 2014, Tacos 4 Life has 
raised more than three mil-
lion meals for children around 
the world, and with every new 
store that is opened, 1,000 
more children will be fed daily.

Recently the Samuelsons 
have expanded their focus to 
hunger needs in Arkansas. 
The Samuelsons – parents of 
two boys, ages 1 and 3 – have 
kicked off a season of giving 
in their central and northwest 
Arkansas locations, including 
a food drive and contributions 
to the Arkansas Food Bank 
and the northwest Arkansas 
Food Bank for each kids’ meal 
purchased, according to amp-
pob.com.

“So we’re going to make a 
donation to Feed My Starving 
Children and then we’re also 
going to make a donation to 
the Arkansas Food Bank,” he 
said. 

“It’s the first time we’ve 
been able to partner with 
them. We’re really pumped 
about that,” said Austin in the 
amppob.com article.

On March 2-4, the couple 
also hosted a large meal-pack-
ing event in northwest Arkan-
sas at the Jones Center, ac-
cording to the tacos4life.com 
website. There, volunteers as-
sembled more than 155,000 
meals for malnourished chil-
dren. Each meal consisted of 
rice, chicken, soy and veggies 

scientifically engineered to 
help starving children.

The company today em-
ploys about 350 people, and 
annual sales have grown from 
between $500,000 and $1 mil-
lion its first year to between 
$5 million and $10 million in 
2017, according to arkansas-
business.com.

Even with a focus on feed-
ing malnourished children, 
the Samuelsons are passionate 
that their dining guests enjoy 
their chef-inspired meals.

“Our mission is to create 
unique, made-from-scratch 
tacos that get people excited 
about changing the world. 
We want to give our guests an 
amazing dining experience – 
and they in turn are helping 
end childhood hunger every 
time they order a meal,” said 
Ashton in an online article at 
amppob.com.

“It’s definitely humbling, 
and we’re honored that God 
is using our company in this 
way,” said Austin.  

“Words aren’t adequate 
enough for how thankful we 
are to God and the communi-
ty. God has provided every step 
of the way in this process. The 
communities we are in have 
made this happen every day,” 
said Austin. “We wouldn’t do 
this if it was just about us, but 
we wake up every day with a 
purpose, and that’s what keeps 
us going.” 

Sarah Davis served as an in-
tern with Arkansas Baptist News 
during the summer of 2017. Con-
tact Margaret Colson at marga-
ret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Ouachita graduates, Austin and Ashton Samuelson, are founders of Tacos 4 Life, a 
restaurant chain started in 2014. Tacos 4 Life was recognized as the 2018 Arkansas 
Business of the Year.
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Evangelist Billy Graham by the numbers
I ’ve attended so many Billy 

Graham Crusades; I really 
can’t count them all. 

I recall my first one was in 
the late 1960s or early 1970s, 
either in New York, Chicago 
or Dallas.

You see I was very young at 
the time, and 
the faraway 
places seemed 
all the same to 
me then. 

It was the 
miracle of tele-
vision that brought Graham’s 
message into my parents’ 
house – and if a Billy Graham 
Crusade was on – my parents, 
brothers and I were watching.

Back in those days, long 
before so-called “reality tele-
vision,” Graham’s crusades 
were televised in primetime, 
and it was must-see TV. 

And it didn’t get any more 
“real” than Graham’s message 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

While many millions of 
people had the privilege of 
attending a Billy Graham 
Crusade in person – I never 
did – television brought his 
transformative message to me 
and millions upon millions 
of others, allowing them to 
experience the love of Christ 
without ever setting foot in a 
large arena.

The numbers of Graham’s 
ministry are mind-numbing 
and likely will not be dupli-
cated in our lifetimes.

While we mourn the death 
of Graham, called “America’s 
pastor” by many, we can look 
back and celebrate his life and 
the impact he has made for 
the kingdom of God.

Graham had enormous 
impact on our nation and 
culture. Following are num-
bers from Graham’s ministry, 
compiled by LifeWay’s Facts & 

Trends:
– 2.2 billion. The estimated 

number of people who heard 
him preach.

– 215 million. The esti-
mated number of people he 
preached the gospel to at live 
events.

– 2.2 mil-
lion. The 
estimated 
number of 
people at his 
crusades who 
responded to 

the invitations to become a 
Christian.

– 185. The estimated num-
ber of nations and territories 
where he preached.

– 66. The years his radio 
program, the “Hour of Deci-
sion,” was broadcast.

– 700. The number of sta-
tions around the world that 
carried “Hour of Decision.”

– 425,000. The number of 
subscribers to Decision maga-
zine.

– 5 million. The circulation 
of the newspapers which carry 
his column My Answer.

– 2 million. The number of 
copies sold of his 1953 book, 
“Peace with God.”

– 61. The record number 
of times Graham finished in 
the top 10 of Gallup’s poll of 
most admired men. That in-
cludes making it into the top 
10 every year the question was 
asked since 1955.

– 21. The percentage of pas-
tors in 2010 who said he was 
the most influential living 
pastor. That was the highest 
percentage of any pastor and 
three times the second most 
frequently cited one.

– 48. The percentage of 
Protestant churchgoers in 
America in 2016 who said 
they watched one of his ser-
mons on TV. More than 1 in 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

10 said they had attended one 
of his crusades. Two-thirds 
had some contact with his 
ministry, either through his 
sermons or his writing.

– 33. The total number of 
books that Graham authored.

– 13. The number of U.S. 
presidents with whom Gra-
ham has met, ranging from 
Harry Truman to Donald 
Trump.

– 1918. The year Graham 
was born in North Carolina.

– 1934. The year Graham 
responded to the gospel 
under the preaching of Mor-
decai Ham, a traveling evan-
gelist.

– 1939. The year Graham 
was ordained by a Southern 
Baptist church (Peniel Baptist 
Church in Palatka, Fla.).

– 2. The number of earned 
degrees he earned: a diploma 
in biblical studies from Trini-
ty Bible College and a B.A. in 
anthropology from Wheaton.

– 1943. The year Graham 
married Ruth Bell, the daugh-
ter of Presbyterian missionar-
ies to China. Together they 
had five children.

– 6,000. The number of 
people who attended his first 
crusade, held in the Civic 
Auditorium in Grand Rapids, 
Mich.

– 30. The age at which 
Graham became president of 
Northwest Bible College in 
1947, which at the time made 
him the youngest person to 
serve as a college or university 
president.

– 1949. The year of the 

Los Angeles crusade that 
launched him into national 
prominence. The crusade ran 
eight weeks, five weeks longer 
than planned.

– 1950. The year the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion was founded.

– 4. The number of months 
the 1957 New York City cru-
sade in Madison Square Gar-
den ran nightly.

– $5 million. The value of 
the five-year contract NBC of-
fered him to appear on their 
network. He turned it down.

– 1963. The year Graham 
posted bail for Martin Luther 
King, Jr. after he was arrested 
during the civil rights protests 
in Birmingham, Ala.

See NUMBERS page 5
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The book has been a fascinat-
ing read (although don’t take 
this as an endorsement as it’s 
filled with graphic violence 
and immorality), made all 
the more pertinent because 
my family tree probably 
looks a bit like both of those 
families when traced back to 
the 1800s. I never knew how 
much the Civil War played 

into the feud, 
and I cer-
tainly never 
knew the true 
depth of the 
violence and 

disharmony. It’s a brutal book 
in a lot of ways.

But, if you’ll allow me a bit 
of a pastoral stretch, I have 
to confess that social media 
– when it comes to Baptist 
issues like the next Southern 
Baptist Convention president 
(J.D. Greear vs. Ken Hemp-
hill) or the International Mis-
sion Board replacement for 
David Platt or Calvinism vs. 
Arminianism – often come 
across like the Hatfield and 
McCoys.

Sometimes, I feel like my 

The Hatfields and McCoys 
O ne of evangelicalism’s starkest critiques comes from 

Mark Noll’s book, “The Scandal of the Evangelical 
Mind.” Noll, a fellow evangelical, writes, “The scandal of 
the evangelical mind is that there is not much of an evan-
gelical mind.” To be sure, things have changed some since 
Noll wrote those words in 1994. Young evangelical men 
and women have answered the call – devoting time and 
careers to thinking deeply about the Christian faith and 
seeking to answer difficult questions regarding a biblical 
worldview. We, however, still have a ways to go. 

Jesus said the greatest commandment is to “love the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
mind” (Matt. 22:37, ESV). 
I think evangelicals do a 
pretty good job at loving 

God, but we could do much better at loving God with our 
minds. In fact, in some evangelical circles, the life of the 
mind (a life of thinking deeply) is mocked, scorned, ridi-
culed or seen as a threat to the life of faith. But such dis-
dain is harmful to the Christian life and to those seeking 
answers about the hope we have within. If we are called to 
love God with our whole being, we cannot ignore the life 
of the mind. 

Thinking deeply about the faith doesn’t hurt one’s 
Christian walk; it strengthens it. To be sure, Christian love 
isn’t merely a love with the mind, but it doesn’t neglect  
the mind either. Look at great men and women of faith 
throughout church history, and one will rarely see an igno-
rant faith or a faith that runs from tough questions. 

In the book, “You Lost Me,” author David Kinnaman, 
president of The Barna Group, studied young adults who 
spent their teenage years as active church attenders but 
left the Christian faith completely after age 15. He found 
that 23 percent of those surveyed had “significant doubts” 
about their faith, and 36 percent claimed that the church 
is an inhospitable place to ask “pressing life questions.” 

I submit to you that the church should be the first place 
where all go when seeking to answer some of life’s most 
difficult and deepest questions. We have church programs 
and functions for cowboys, bikers, clowns, seekers, hunt-
ers, fishers, musicians, men, women, youth, children, the 
jaded, the slated and the backslidden. Why not spend a 
significant amount of time on the thinker? After all, every 
human being asks these deep questions sometime within 
his or her life. 

The purpose of this column is to wade into these deep 
waters and confront (honestly and respectfully) some of 
these difficult and pressing questions. Here, we will dis-
cuss Christian apologetics (defending the faith), cultural 
issues, ethics and various other intellectual inquiries that 
we all have but cannot easily answer. I make no promise to 
answer every question, but I invite you along as we seek to 
love Christ with all of our heart, soul and mind. 

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

Wading into ‘deep waters’

3 steps to help protect your church

continued from page 4
NUMBERS

I don’t have many hobbies 
simply because I don’t re-

ally have time for them. But 
I’ve always been a student 
of history; I was one of the 
oddballs in college, I guess, in 
that I loved American history, 
Western civilization . . . you 
name it. I certainly believe 
the old quote, “Those who 
don’t know their history are 
doomed to 
repeat it.”

So, with 
that said, I’m 
typically read-
ing a book or 
two about World War II, the 
American West or some other 
aspect of history. I even read 
Thomas Kidd’s fascinating, 
“Baptists in America.” Lately, 
I’ve been working through 
“The Feud: The Hatfields and 
McCoys” written by Dean 
King.

If you grew up in the 
South, you’ve probably heard 
some kind of saying about 
“fighting like the Hatfields 
and McCoys” or “feudin’” 
or something, but I certainly 
had never heard the half of it. 

phone or computer is drip-
ping with vitriol.  Or, I wish 
I could see the person typing 
the post or Twitter response 
in person so I could watch 
that person’s head explode.  
Or, conversely, I wish I was 
1,000 miles away so I couldn’t 
be infected with whatever 
“feudin’ fever” that person 
was attempting to spread.

Bluntly, we can do better, 
can’t we? Can’t we, of all 
people, find ways to disagree 
and discuss issues with kind-
ness and mutual respect? To 
move forward, I think we’re 
going to have to, especially as 
we tackle thorny issues of the-
ology, race and culture.

I don’t want to be a mod-
ern-day Hatfield or McCoy. I 
want to be slow to speak and 
quick to hear. I want to be 
kind. I want to be a unifier 
(without compromising on 
the non-negotiables, mind 
you). I want to be a peacemak-
er. How about you?

Greg Sykes is pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Russellville 
and president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

S ecurity is, more than ever 
before, at the forefront of 

issues that churches are facing 
today. With recent events at 
a Southern Baptist church in 
Texas and the continued rise 
of child abuse situations, pas-
tors must educate themselves 
and their church leaders on 
appropriate security measures. 

Here are 
some simple 
yet impor-
tant steps 
you can take 
to begin 
protecting 
your church. 

First, educate yourself and 
your church leaders. The 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) has planned 
a training event for March 12, 
at Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, that will be 
led by both law enforcement 
professionals and an attorney 
experienced in church law. 
This seminar will be a good 
primer – from developing a 
security team to preparing for 
an active shooter event. Lead-
ers will also teach the basics 
in evaluating church facilities 
from a security perspective by 
conducting an actual church 

building walk-through at Park 
Hill. Pastors and lay leaders 
will benefit from this training 
designed to teach the risks 
and helpful, protective proce-
dures and to create a positive 
environment for adopting 
these measures. 

Second, pastors should de-
velop a team to evaluate and 

recommend 
security proce-
dures for the 
church. There 
is a wide range 
of suggestions 
coming from 

many voices: advertisements 
for training, opinionated voic-
es in the church, news regard-
ing concealed carry laws, etc. 
But each church congrega-
tion, culture and facility is dif-
ferent; the issues and the pos-
sible measures you can take 
are wide-ranging. It is helpful 
to have a team that under-
stands all of your church’s 
needs. Look to have a variety 
of skills represented on the 
team, including people such 
as police officers, medical pro-
fessionals, school teachers or 
administrators and other wise 
leaders who are involved in 
the ministry of the church. 

Finally, start doing some-
thing today. You can easily 
begin with simple steps such 
as having door greeters at 
all entrances and training 
them to be watchful. Create 
a simple communications 
process for meeting times. 
Have a central contact person 
as a clearinghouse for infor-
mation, and train leaders in 
how and when to contact this 
central contact person. Train 
the central contact person on 
when to call the pastor and/
or 911. Review the policies 
in your children’s area, and 
make certain everything is 
up-to-date and being followed 
and in compliance. 

The biggest mistakes can 
easily be avoided; do not as-
sume it won’t happen at your 
church or that you are already 
prepared. The best protection 
is to be proactive and begin 
preparing. Educate yourself 
and a team of leaders and 
start somewhere today. As 
always, the ABSC staff is here 
to serve you and your church. 

Greg Addison is associate ex-
ecutive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. For 
more information on the security 
event visit absc.org/events.

– 1973. The year Graham 
held his first crusade in South 
Africa and denounced apart-
heid. He corresponded with 
Nelson Mandela during the 
latter’s 27-year prison sen-
tence.

– 1991. The year 250,000 
people attended his crusade 
in New York City’s Central 

Park, his largest North Ameri-
can event.

– 2005. The year of Gra-
ham’s last official crusade in 
New York City.

– 2007. The year Ruth, Gra-
ham’s wife of more than 63 
years, died.

– 2013. Graham’s 95th 
birthday, the year he preached 
his last sermon, “My Hope 
America.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.
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Graham’s enduring legacy in the Natural State
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

THE MARK MADE by Billy 
Graham on the furtherance 
of the gospel throughout the 
United States and the world is 
indelible.

To Arkansas Baptists today, 
Graham’s impact on the Natu-
ral State may not be as appar-
ent.

The famed evangelist – who 
died Feb. 21 at the age of 99 
– made numerous visits to Ar-
kansas beginning in the 1950s, 
bringing his message of the 
cross and unmistakable brand 
of evangelicalism to the an-
nual meeting of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and 
numerous crusades.

In the pages of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) we have an 
account of many of Graham’s 
visits and his interaction with 
Arkansas’ noted Baptist lead-
ers.

The late W.O. Vaught Jr., 
longtime pastor of Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, 
wrote in 1956, prior to the 
evangelist speaking at the state 
convention’s annual meeting, 
about one of Graham’s earli-
est visits to Arkansas in March 
1953.

“Graham spoke to four 

hundred preachers and their 
wives at an informal luncheon. 
That evening he spoke to four-
teen thousand assembled at 
War Memorial Stadium,” said 
Vaught, who served as crusade 
chairman for the event.

“That Sunday afternoon 
Mr. Graham and his team 
members gave their nation-
wide broadcast, THE HOUR 
OF DECISION from War 
Memorial Stadium and after 
the broadcast, Mr. Graham 
preached to the twenty-five 
thousand people who had 
gathered at the Stadium to 
hear him. Several hundred de-
cisions were recorded in that 
service.”

Vaught continued, “It has 
been since this visit in 1953 
that Mr. Graham has gained 
international prominence as 
the world’s outstanding evan-
gelist and spiritual leader.”

‘Greatest evangelists’
The Immanuel Baptist pas-

tor shared an observation 
from the book “Billy Graham, 
the Personal Story of the Man, 
His Message, and His Mission” 
by Stanley High:

“In this splendidly written, 
carefully documented book, 
Dr. High attempts to analyze 
Billy Graham and his power 
as an evangelist. Though Billy 
Graham is only thirty-seven 
years of age, Dr. Stanley High 
believes that he stands in suc-
cession of the great evangelists 
of the world. Dr. High believes 
that he stands along the apos-
tle Paul, John Wesley, Dwight 
L. Moody, and Billy Sunday 
as the world’s greatest evange-
lists,” Vaught wrote.

“I urge you to read this book 
as you prepare your mind and 
your heart for the visit of Billy 
Graham to our Arkansas Bap-
tist Convention. Let us all pray 
that this will be a fitting climax 
to our Convention and that 
we will catch the spirit of this 
man who is doing so much in 
the world for Christ.”

In 1953, in advance of Gra-
ham’s two-day event at War 
Memorial Stadium in Little 
Rock, a photo of the evange-
list and another member of his 
team wearing military helmets 
appeared on the March 5 cover 
of the Arkansas Baptist.

Again in 1959 and 1989, 
Graham held multi-day cru-
sades in Little Rock that 
drew hundreds of thou-
sands, both of which were 

attended by former U.S. 
President Bill Clinton – first 
as a child and later as the 
young governor of Arkansas. 

1959 crusade integrated
In a video at billygraham.

org, Graham spoke of the 1957 
turmoil during the Little Rock 
Central High School integra-
tion crisis, offering to hold 
a crusade in the city, but the 
local committee “felt it would 
be impossible at that time.”

Two years later in 1959 
when the crusade did take 
place, its “impact would prove 
to be far reaching.”

Clinton spoke of the cru-
sade during the dedication of 
the Billy Graham Library in 
June 2007.

“Almost 50 years ago my 
Sunday school teacher took 
me to Little Rock to hear the 
Billy Graham Crusade. The 
schools were closed because 
of the Central High School 
integration crisis. The white 
citizen’s council in Little Rock 
tried to convince, even to pres-
sure, Billy Graham and all of 
his people, to preach to a segre-
gated audience. He told them 
that if they insisted on that, 
that he would cancel the cru-
sade and tell the whole world 
why. 

“So here we were, with 
neighborhood, after neigh-
borhood, after neighbor-
hood, in my state on the verge 
of violence, and yet tens of 
thousands of black and white 
Christians there came togeth-
er in a football stadium. And 
when he issued the call at the 
end of his message, thousands 
came down, holding hands, 
arm in arm, crying. It was the 
beginning of the end of the 

old South in my home state. I 
will never forget it.”

In a letter published in a 
special edition of the ABN 
prior to the Sept. 17-24, 1989, 
crusade, Clinton wrote:

“Your visit comes at an im-
portant time of decision in 
our state. We have made much 
progress in education and eco-
nomic development in the last 
few years, but our potential is 
limited by the scourge of drugs 
and the family problems which 
affect so many of our young 
people. I am doing what I can 
do to deal with these matters, 
but much of what has to be 
done is a matter of the human 
spirit, beyond the reach of pol-
itics. We need your message 
and God’s help.”

‘A giant for God’
In an interview with ABN 

Podcast host Bill Bumpas, 
Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, who also serves as 
president of the National Day 
of Prayer Task Force, USA, 
said Graham is “a living legacy 
and now, a legend, obviously 
– not only for this generation, 
but for all generations to come 
– until Jesus comes again.”

Floyd said he had the privi-
lege of meeting and praying 
with Graham during a crusade 
in Little Rock.

“He had an enormous im-
pact on a lot of peoples’ lives. 
It is very obvious, when you 
see that today over things that 
have been said and written 
about. It’s so encouraging to 
see the power of what Jesus 
can do with one man when 
surrendered to Him. 

“I give God praise for his 
life and the power of what he 

On the cover

GRAHAM IN ARKANSAS – From left 
to right: Billy Graham and an associate 
prior to a two-day event in 1953 at War 
Memorial Stadium; Graham preaching 
at War Memorial during a 1959 crusade; 
Graham on the cover of the Arkansas 
Baptist News prior to his last crusade 
in Arkansas in 1989; W.O. Vaught Jr., 
(center) longtime pastor of Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, and 
Graham at a press conference prior to 
the 1959 crusade, and (lower right), 
Arkansas native and legendary singer 
and songwriter, Johnny Cash, with 
Graham. Cash began performing at 
Crusades in the early 1970s, just a few 
years after he came to faith in Christ. 
Some photos via billygraham.org

stood for.”
Reflecting on the 2018 

theme of the National Day 
of Prayer, Unity, Floyd said 
Graham was a unifier who  
brought people together from 
diverse backgrounds.

Floyd said, “In 2001, Billy 
Graham was our honorary 
chairperson for the National 
Day of Prayer. And, what is 
pretty amazing is, in a time 
when America is so divided, 
thinking about what has hap-
pened … the one man who 
could always unify, the one 
man who they would always 
bring appreciation and love for 
– was obviously Dr. Graham – 
has now been lost.” 

Floyd said Graham’s per-
sonalized and passionate mes-
sage of the gospel – either in 
person or during televised 
crusades, touched millions of 
people deeply and changed 
lives for all eternity.

“Jesus has him, and all 
is well with him, but we 
(will) miss Dr. Graham in a 
major way in this country. 
And I think that’s why you 
see such emotion – even in 
people that you would never 
imagine – about the impact 
of his life and ministry,” 
said Floyd.

“I’m not a golfer, but Billy 
Graham always kept it in the 
fairway. He kept his eye on 
the gospel, on the hope for 
the world, no matter who you 
are or where you are, (he told 
people that) Jesus Christ is the 
power to save. 

“He was a giant for God, a 
one-of-a-kind, once-in-a-gener-
ation prophet of God’s truth 
and grace.” 

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Billy Graham preached the gospel to more people in live audiences than anyone else in history – nearly 215 million people in 
more than 185 countries and territories. Billygraham.org photo
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Thank you Arkansas 
Churches, for 40 years 
of trust and support!

(Wholesale church pricing)

Grands, verticals 
and digital pianos

100 years of LifeWay Architecture

Visioneering Studios recently began construction on Severns Valley Baptist Church 
in Elizabethtown, Ky.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– LifeWay Architecture be-
gins 2018 working toward 
the next 100 years of serving 
the Church, having marked 
its centennial anniversary in 
2017.

“This is an important mile-
stone in the history of Life-
Way,” said Eric Geiger, Life-
Way’s senior vice president 
and chief business officer. 
“Those who cast the vision 
for LifeWay Architecture were 
out-of-the-box thinkers who 
helped create environments 
conducive to group disciple-
ship and came alongside the 
local church to do the work 
with them instead of for them. 
And that's who we aim to be, 

even 100 years later.”
Since 2013, LifeWay has 

partnered with Visioneering 
Studios – a nationwide faith-
based, design-build firm with 
multi-disciplinary studios and 
national architecture and con-
struction licensure.

Severns Valley Baptist 
Church, in Elizabethtown, 
Ky., is one of Visioneering Stu-
dios’ most significant projects 
to date. The 1,400-person wor-
ship center currently under 
construction will replace the 
multipurpose gym – where 
they have gathered for more 
than 10 years. The worship 
center will be joined to the ex-
isting building by a grand hall, 
which will look out onto what 

they have named the “Grand 
Lawn” – an outdoor space 
where the congregation hopes 
to engage the community.

The Severns Valley Church 
project is scheduled to be com-
plete by Christmas 2018.

In 1917, after spending sev-
eral years advising churches 
on their new buildings, re-
structuring their existing facili-
ties, and maximizing space for 
multi-purpose use, the Sunday 
School Board (now LifeWay) es-
tablished a church architecture 
department with Prince E. Bur-
roughs as its department leader. 
He believed one of the keys to 
making disciples was creating 
environments specifically for 
discipleship and learning.

LifeWay Architecture hired 
its first architect in 1922, sur-
vived the Great Depression, 
and grew to more than 60 em-
ployees by the post-World War 
II era.

By the 1990s, LifeWay Ar-
chitecture had added master 
planning and interior design 
services and had developed 
into a full architectural stu-
dio that assisted churches as 
small as 100 and as large as 
4,000 members across the 

United States.
Beyond architecture, interi-

or design and master planning, 
LifeWay partner Visioneering 
Studios offers construction, 
real estate and development 
advisory services nationally. 
Through these services, Vi-
sioneering has become a trust-
ed steward of story and space, 
focused on creating a seamless 
journey to the cutting-edge 
worship environments that 
churches are seeking in the 
21st century.

“The creation of a depart-
ment to pioneer new ways 
to design church space and 
steward physical resources 100 
years ago is a reminder of the 
many ways LifeWay has con-
tributed to the fabric of church 
life through the years,” said 
Gary Nicholson, who formerly 
served as director of LifeWay 
Architecture and as studio di-
rector of Visioneering Studios.

For more information on 
Visioneering Studios, visit vi-
sioneeringstudios.com.

CHURCH BUILDING & FACILITIES
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

600-plus hear gospel at Wild Game Expo
CABOT – More than 600 
people came to hear the gos-
pel, and six were recorded as 
making a profession of faith 
in Christ, at the Cabot Wild 
Game Expo Feb. 17.

First Baptist Church 
and Mount Carmel Bap-
tist Church, both in Cabot, 
teamed up to launch the first-
time outreach event in the 
community.

“Our first Cabot Wild 
Game Expo was a success! 
Praise the Lord and for His 
glory and kingdom,” Michael 
Connors, men’s ministry 
leader at First Baptist, wrote 
following the event. “A lot of 
prayer, fasting, hard work and 
sponsorships went into this 
Expo by many people over a 
one-year period.”

Connors said a “top notch” 
volunteer team – comprised of 
Cabot High School students, 
adult members from each of 
the Cabot churches, and Dis-
cipleship Now students from 
Mount Carmel, manned “ev-
erything from ticket sales, con-
cessions, vendor fair, kid zone 
and hunter’s cafeteria.”

Brett Tullos, men’s minis-
try leader at Mount Carmel, 
had the original vision for the 
event.

“This outreach is to show 
the love of Jesus to hunters 
and those that like the out-
doors. What makes it differ-
ent than some outdoor minis-
tries that happen in neighbor-
ing communities is it is open 
to the whole family, not just 
men. The family is the build-
ing block of the community, 
and we want to invest in that 
too,” said Tullos.  

“This is a non-profit out-
door ministry that exists to 
spread the love of Jesus in the 
community. It’s an entire fam-
ily event,” he said. 

Connors said a “Trophies 
of Grace 90-foot LED Lite Dis-
play” set up during the event 
“was a reminder of God’s awe-
some creation” to everyone 
present.

“We had New Testaments 
with Psalms and Proverbs 
being handed out by the Gide-
ons, and the men’s prayer 
ministry of First Baptist was in 
a prayer booth at the vendor 
fair portion of the Expo. In 
addition to collecting prayer 
requests, the prayer minis-
try gave out gospel tracts, 
passed out slip discs with the 
plan of salvation on the back 
and distributed a booklet for 
children with puzzles and 

coloring activities. 
“Speakers Rocky and Jamie 

Burrus from Sweet Addiction 
TV gave a powerful testimony 
on how God saved their child 
from a rare cancerous tumor. 
A gentleman in the crowd had 
brought his two sons – one of 
which God had saved from 
cancer as well – who was re-
ally touched by this story,” 
said Connors, adding, “Pas-
tor David Mitchell of Mount 
Carmel then gave a straightfor-
ward invitation to Christ.”

More than 600 people came to hear the gospel, and six were recorded as making a profession of faith in Christ, at the Cabot Wild 
Game Expo Feb. 17. The event was jointly sponsored by First Baptist Church and Mount Carmel Baptist Church, both of Cabot.

For more Arkansas Baptist 
and evangelical news visit

arkansasbaptist.org
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Ministry 
Opportunity

 Contact: David Perry at (501) 376-4791 ext. 5167 or dperry@abchomes.org.

Responsible for oversight of 
a 48-bed residential facility 

in Monticello, Ark.
This ministry provides 

residential care for boys 
and girls, ages 5 through 
high school, in six family 

homes. A master’s degree 
in a human services field is 

preferred. 

Campus Director:
Baptist Home for Children, 

Monticello. 

WALNUT RIDGE – About 
70 people attended the Small 
Congregation and Bi-voca-
tional Ministers Conference 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC) Feb. 17.  

The conference is spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) in 
partnership with the WBC 
department of Christian min-
istries.

“It’s a really good time for 
these bi-vocational and small 
congregation ministers to fel-
lowship with each other, talk 
about their needs and get 
some good ideas on how to 
lead their congregations effec-

tively. I think it really is effec-
tive in giving them new ideas 
and new tools to carry on to 
their churches,” said Walter 
Norvell, associate professor of 
Christian ministries at WBC.

Norvell was one of four 
speakers at the event. Other 
speakers included Kim Bridg-
es, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Marmaduke; Lynn 
Riley, who serves on the ABSC 
church health team, and Neal 
Scoggins, ABSC evangelism 
strategist.

The group was led in wor-
ship by Williams student 
Frankie Shepherd, a senior 
from Sherwood.

Bi-vocational ministers meet

Williams Baptist College senior Frankie Shepherd, of Sherwood, leads worship at the 
Small Congregation and Bi-vocational Ministers Conference.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
Wheatley Baptist, growing church in Wheat-

ley, AR, seeking God’s man for loving pastor. 
Young-oriented congregation with children 
and youth ministries underway. Please send 
resumes to hubertragsdale@gmail.com.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Conway AR, 
is searching for a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Send digital resumes to Searchpgbc@
gmail.com. Paper resumes to PGBC, 3255 Prince 
St., Conway, AR 72034. Please note that re-
sumes must be received by March 31, 2018, to 
be considered.

Saint Charles Baptist Church, Saint Charles, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 241, 
Saint Charles, AR 72140.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time/bi-voca-
tional pastor who is Bible grounded and 
people oriented for blended worship services. 
Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary is pre-
ferred. Email resumes to: FBCHayti@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of Murfreesboro, AR, 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume to: Attn: Pastor Search Committee, 500 
S. Washington, Murfreesboro, AR 71958; Email: 
fbcmurfsearchcommittee@gmail.com.

Bi-vocational/full-time pastor/New 
Hope Baptist Church - Conway, AR. We are a 
friendly, loving, Southern Baptist church family 
looking for a pastor. Please submit resume and 
references to 356 Hwy 64 E, Conway, AR 72032 
or email to newhope@tcworks.net. We will ac-
cept resumes until March 12.

Calvary Baptist Church, W. Siloam Springs, 
OK., is searching for a full-time pastor with 
a heart to use his leadership skills and experi-

maley@fbctrumann.org.
First Baptist Church of Dumas is seeking a 

full-time youth pastor. Those interested 
should send a resume to FBC Dumas, 200 E. Wa-
terman, Dumas, AR 71639.

Student pastor opening, Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church, Cabot. Resume deadline: Fri-
day, April 6.  Please send resumes by email to 
bobby@abf.org.

Highland Drive Baptist, Jonesboro, seeks 
summer intern. Compensation: $2,000 total. 
Housing also available. Dates: May 27th-Aug. 
4th. Contact adam@hdbc.org.

Hillcrest Baptist Church in Jasper, Texas, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time music minis-
ter. Send resumes to debbie_hillcrest@yahoo.
com, or call 409-384-3371.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks part–time min-
ister of music. Send resumes to: steventiner@
levybaptist.com.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-8192. 
To submit resume or request more info - al@
prfbc.org.

First Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, AR is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. Sub-
mit resumes to: searchteam@fbcsiloam.com or 
Worship Pastor Search Team, 2000 Dawn Hill 
Road, Siloam Springs, AR 72761. Deadline for 
resumes: April 1, 2018.

Seeking full-time children’s min-
istries pastor or director: East Side of 
Paragould is seeking the Lord’s qualified can-
didate to lead a thriving children’s ministry 
and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with qual-
ity schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: 
pmiller@connect2eastside.com.

New Chapel Hill Baptist, West Monroe, LA, 
seeking full-time children’s minister. 
Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net.

Concord Baptist Church, a vibrant and grow-
ing church in Anderson, SC, is seeking an asso-
ciate pastor for worship and music. This 
person must have the calling, gifting, training 
and heart to lead a large and diverse ministry of 
worship. We are excited about our future! For a 
job description and/or to submit a resume/pro-
file please contact jjames@concordbaptist.com. 
Please also visit concordbaptist.com for more 
information about our congregation.

Seeking experienced youth or youth/
worship pastor. Miner Baptist Church 
Sikeston, Missouri (conservative SBC). Send Re-
sume to jbarnhart@minerbaptist.org.

Ruddell Hill Baptist Church, Batesville, is 
seeking part-time youth minister. Please 
send resumes to ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

Balboa Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, 
AR, is receiving resumes for church admin-
istrator/associate pastor. Candidate must 
have a college degree; a Southern Baptist re-
lated seminary degree; excellent computer skills 
such as maintaining a website, Facebook, email, 
PowerPoint, etc. Go to www.BalboaBaptist.
church/Who-We-Are/employment. 

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. Sardis 
Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: David Littleton.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR (located 
just outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-
time minister of music who is committed 
to leading a blended worship service. Re-
sumes may be mailed to First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 190, Bay, AR, 72411 or submitted to 
www.bayfbc.org.

Associate pastor of worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a grow-
ing church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package is 
negotiable and does include a parsonage. Please 
mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 72824, 
or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@yahoo.
com.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search of 
a part-time youth director. All who are 
interested please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.
moffett@enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter by 
mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jona-
than.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

GULF SHORES, AL – Beach-front condo, 
owner rental, private gulf front balcony, 
2BR/2BA, WiFi, non-smoking. loray@loray-
ann.com.  Call/text (205) 222-8999, www.
bowscondo.com.

Church General Counsel helps Arkansas 
Baptist churches balance church growth and 
ministry needs with legal compliance and risk 
management very affordably. Learn more at 
www.churchgeneralcounsel.com.

ence to help lead our members to reach out to 
our surrounding area and community with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  Contact Pastor’s Search 
Comm., Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 Cedar Dr., 
W. Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

First Baptist Church of Maumelle is seeking 
full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
First Baptist Church of Maumelle, ATTN: Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 Valencia Dr., Maumelle, 
AR 72113, or email to: searchcommitteefbcm@
gmail.com.

Are you the pastor that God has selected to 
lead a Southern Baptist church in NW Arkansas? 
We are a church that was established in 1981 
looking for a full-time pastor to grow our 
congregation in a growing community. Please 
submit resume to NWAPastorSearch@gmail.
com.

Central Baptist Church, Hot Springs, 
is seeking full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to: CBC 1035 Central Avenue, Hot 
Springs, AR 71901; Email: centralbaptist1035@
att.net.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, 
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

First Baptist Church, Trumann, is seeking 
God’s man to become their next full-time 
associate pastor, overseeing areas of stu-
dents and discipleship. Send resumes to john.

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

On the move

MISCELLANEOUS

Church life

Trinity Baptist Church in 
Benton will hold revival ser-
vices March 11-14. 

Shawn Barnard, pastor 
of Crossgate Church in Hot 
Springs, will be the guest 
speaker. 

Johnny Parrack, worship 
leader at Trinity, will lead wor-
ship and will also preach at the 
8:15 a.m. and 10:40 a.m. ser-
vices on Sunday. 

Additional services are at 6 
p.m., Sunday; 7 p.m., Monday 
and Tuesday, and 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, following a 5:30 
p.m. hamburger supper. 

Mike Titsworth serves as 
pastor. 

For more information call 
the church office at 501-778-
9146.

Valley Baptist Church in 
Searcy will hold a church-wide 
crusade March 11-14.

Herb Reavis, senior pastor 
of North Jacksonville Bap-
tist Church in Jacksonville, 

Jason Roberts is serving 
as pastor of Calvary Baptist 

CITY CENTER CONVERSATIONS – Lee Strobel (left), author of “The Case for Christ,” chats with Steve Smith, pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, Feb. 20 during the second City Center Conversations event at the Statehouse Convention 
Center in Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Fla., will serve as evangelist.
Clay Crosse, minister of 

music at First Baptist Church 
in Bentonville, will lead wor-
ship. 

Sunday services are at 8 
a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Week day services are at 
7 p.m. Noon services are on 
Monday and Wednesday. 

James Hays serves as pastor.

Temple Baptist Church in 
Benton will hold revival ser-
vices March 25-28.

David Mason, associational 
missionary, Central Baptist 
Association, will be speaking 
in the 10:45 a.m. service on 
Sunday.

Jeremy Horton, pastor of 
Gravel Hill Baptist Church 
in Benton, will be speaking at 
6 p.m., Sunday, and at 6:30 
p.m., Monday – Wednesday. 

Ivy Ellis serves as pastor. 
For more information call 

the church office at 501-778-
1295.

First Baptist Church in 

Dyer will celebrate its 125th 
anniversary at 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day, April 22. 

A barbeque lunch will fol-
low at noon. 

Randy Jones serves as pas-
tor. 

For more information call 
the church at 479-997-1031.

A note burning will be held 

Ordinations

A deacon ordination ser-
vice was held Jan. 21 at Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock for Mike Blain, 
Bryan Brooks and Kevin Mc-
Gaughey. 

April 22 at Cabin Creek Bap-
tist Church in Lamar. 

Lynn Garmroth serves as 
pastor.

Church in Malvern.
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When God created marriage be-
tween a man and a woman in Genesis 
2:28, He said it was “not good for man 
to be alone.” With this in mind, Paul 
gave us some further thoughts on a 
healthy marriage in 1 Corinthians 7. 

When Paul wrote the Corinthians, 
sexual immorality was rampant in so-
ciety. 

To challenge the current thoughts 
of his day, Paul said in 1 Corinthi-
ans 7:2 that “each 
man should have 
(sexual relations 
with) his own wife, 
and each woman 
should have (sexual 
relations with) her 
own husband.” As 
simple as this sounds, this was a radical 
idea as believers were faced with a bar-
rage of messages coming from society 
not unlike what we often hear today. 

How do we maintain a healthy and 
good view of marriage? Paul saw mar-
riage as a God-given gift. One transla-
tion refers to the “gift” in 1 Corinthi-
ans 7:7 as a “grace-gift from God.” 

When we view our marriages as a 
gift from God, we are being who God 

has called us to be. When Paul wrote 
1 Corinthians, one of his goals was to 
show us what it looks like to be “called 
to be his holy people” (1 Cor. 1:1). 
God’s holy people view marriage as a 
gift from God.  

Secondly, when we view marriage as 
a gift from God, we know we are not to 
“use” each other. Look at Paul’s train 
of thought in 1 Corinthians 7:2-4: 

A husband is to “have his wife,” and 
a wife is to “have 
her husband.” A 
husband is to ful-
fill his marital duty 
to his wife, and a 
wife is to fulfill her 
marital duty to her 
husband.  

He continued, a wife has no author-
ity over her body, but her husband’s 
body, and a husband has no authority 
over his body, but his wife’s body. 

When you view marriage as a gift 
from God, you give to each other. You 
belong to each other. 

Do you view marriage as a gift from 
God? Do you view your spouse as a gift 
from God? How has God shown you 
His grace in your marriage?

In order to remember this victory, 
Moses instructed Joshua to build 
an altar and name it Yahweh-nissi 
(YHWH) or “The LORD is my Ban-
ner.” Even though Joshua’s name 
means “YHWH is the Deliverer,” the 
altar was not named for him. 

Even though Moses held up the 
staff to the point of exhaustion, the 
altar was not named for Moses. The 
LORD was, and is, the “Banner.”

God did 
not deliver His 
people out of 
Egypt so that 
He could have 
nothing to do 
with them. 
God contin-

ued to deliver His people from their 
enemies.

God is our flag. He is over us as our 
Protector. We are covered by His pow-
erful presence. Our allegiance is with 
Him alone.

“And Moses built an altar and 
named it, “The LORD Is My Ban-
ner.” He said, “Indeed, my hand is 
lifted up toward the LORD’s throne” 
(Ex. 17:15-16).

We live in a world that prizes sta-
tus. We have to make more money, be 
known by more people and spend time 
with the important people of our soci-
ety. While none of these are bad, the 
question is begged: “How can these en-
deavors help us share Christ with the 
people around us?”

In 1 Corinthians 9:19 Paul said, “Al-
though I am free from all people, I have 
made myself a slave to all, in order to 
win more peo-
ple.”

Paul was free, 
and as an edu-
cated man, he 
had attained a 
high status. He 
was an impor-
tant person. Yet, he chose to be a “slave 
to all,” taking a low position in order to 
influence more people. 

He continued in 1 Corinthians 9:22, 
“I have become all things to all people, 
so that I may by all means save some.” A 
great summary of this section would be: 
Do nothing to hinder someone from 
coming to Christ; do everything pos-
sible to win many people for Christ.

Paul had taken this low posi-
tion for the gospel. This makes sense 

because this is exactly what Christ did. 
In Philippians 2:5-8, Jesus “emptied 
Himself” by assuming the “form of 
a slave.” Paul and Jesus did not seek 
their own benefit but instead did what 
was best for others so that many people 
might be saved.

Paul also said he did this so that 
he could share or participate in the 
blessings of the gospel. His entire life 
was lived so that more people would 

know Christ. 
That is worth 
imitating.

We have to 
put our agen-
das aside in 
order for more 
people to come 

to know Christ. All that we do should 
be for the sake of the gospel. What are 
we doing to help people come to know 
Christ?

Paul said it best: “So, whether you 
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do ev-
erything for the glory of God. Give no 
offense to Jews or Greeks or the church 
of God, just as I also try to please every-
one in everything, not seeking my own 
benefit, but the benefit of many, so that 
they may be saved” (1 Cor. 10:31-33).

One of the great challenges we face 
today is cynicism. We rarely trust any-
one. We question everyone around 
us. Our news outlets are lying to us, 
and social media are all over the place. 
When we go through difficult times, we 
quickly become pessimistic and nega-
tive.  

Gideon, which means “hacker,” was 
threshing wheat in a winepress in order 
to hide from the Midianites, when “the 
Angel of the Lord appeared to him and 
said: ‘The Lord is 
with you, mighty 
warrior” (Judg. 
6:12).   

Most of us know 
Gideon became a 
“mighty warrior,” the Lord defeated 
the Midianites, and Gideon did hack 
down an altar to Baal. But in Judges 
6 Gideon was focused on his current 
circumstances. He said, “If the Lord 
is with us then, why has all this hap-
pened? … But now the Lord has aban-
doned us …” (Judg. 6:13). He said his 
family was weak and he was young 
(Judg. 6:15). 

The Midianites were known no-
mads, yet they settled in the land, caus-
ing the Israelites to live nomadically. 

This was not the way it was supposed 
to be going.  

Gideon was a cynic. Everything he 
said was true, but he had no perspec-
tive. His tone was whiny. He probably 
should have just remained a “hacker” 
instead of a strong warrior.   

The Lord’s response is one of the 
greatest truths in all of Scripture. He 
said, “But I will be with you” (Judg. 
6:16). Gideon was the only judge to 
be called by God “face to face” (Judg. 

6:22). When we 
face cynicism, when 
we forget the ways 
God has worked in 
our past because we 
are so focused on 

our present issues, we need to be re-
minded that the LORD is with us.   

Gideon built an altar and called it 
Yahweh-shalom, meaning “The LORD 
is Peace.” He is with us. In Ephesians 
2:14 and Colossians 1:20, we are re-
minded that Christ is our peace.  

How can the peace of Christ help 
us in our present circumstances? How 
can the Lord’s presence help our cyni-
cism? What are some creative ways we 
can remember what God has done in 
our past?

One interesting story from the most 
recent Olympics was that, as a penalty, 
one country could not fly its flag, even 
if its athletes won. This country’s ath-
letes had to wear neutral colors, and 
the bobsled was just white. They could 
compete and win, but they were flag-
less.     

In Exodus 17 we find Israel’s first 
battle, along with the first mention of 
Joshua. The Amalekites, who did not 
fear God, came 
and attacked. Ac-
cording to Deu-
teronomy 25:18, 
they were at-
tacking the tired 
stragglers in the 
back of the line. 

Amalek was the grandson of Esau 
(Gen. 36:12), so I’m not sure if he 
was still upset at the stealing of Esau’s 
birthright, but he attacked.  

Moses told Joshua to go and select 
some men to fight. Moses stood on 
a hill and held up the staff of God. 
When Moses held up the staff of God, 
the Israelites prevailed. With the help 
of Aaron and others holding up Moses’ 
arms, the Israelites won the battle. 
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Dave Johnston

While he lives in Benton, Dave Johnston can often be found spending time with his wife, Brandi, and 
daughter, Tallulah, in various outdoor locales. Johnston is a coffee aficionado and avid backpacker who 
loves talking about Jesus and sharing God’s Word. A graduate of Ouachita Baptist University and Baylor 
University, Johnston is currently pursuing his doctorate in New Testament context. Dave and his family are 
members of Calvary Baptist Church in Little Rock and are seeking the Lord for their next ministry position.
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