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DURHAM, N.C. (BP) – Keep-
ing the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) out of politics 
remains a goal of the SBC’s 
president and vice presidents, 
J.D. Greear said in defend-
ing their endorsement of 
President Donald Trump’s Su-
preme Court justice nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh.

“All three 
of us have a 
desire to keep 
the SBC out 
of politics, but 
we also want 
to speak with 
clarity in those 
places we feel 

like there is clarity,” Greear 
said in a July 12 Facebook Live 
interview. “And when it came 
to potential justice Kavanaugh, 
here’s somebody who has a his-
tory of standing for the sancti-
ty of life and religious liberty.”

Greear, the SBC’s newly 
elected president, and first 
vice president A.B. Vines and 
second vice president Felix 
Cabrera publicly endorsed 
Kavanaugh July 9 as President 
Trump’s choice to replace re-
tiring Supreme Court Justice 

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

RICHMOND, Va. – A 
data breach occurred at 
the International Mission 
Board (IMB) that may 
have exposed personal in-
formation of current and 
former employees, volun-
teers and applicants. 

The Southern Baptist 
entity launched a “com-
prehensive response” im-
mediately upon discov-
ering the cyber security 
incident and promptly 
notified law enforcement 
officials, according to a 
statement released to the 
North Carolina Biblical 
Recorder July 12.

The IMB began con-
tacting individuals po-
tentially affected by the 
“unauthorized intrusion” 
on July 6, offering free 
enrollment in an iden-
tity protection and credit 
monitoring program, as 
well as access to a toll-free 
call center for inquiries 
and assistance.

Reports from multiple 
people who have received 
information through the 
designated hotline suggest 
the number of those im-
pacted by the breach could 
reach into the hundreds 
of thousands.

One of the letters 
mailed to potentially af-
fected individuals was 
obtained by the Recorder. 
The letter stated that the 
IMB “discovered unusual 
activity in our IT network” 
April 11.

Investigations by law 
enforcement and inde-
pendent digital forensic 
experts are ongoing, the 
IMB said. Investigators 
confirmed that an “un-
known external actor” 
gained access to person-
nel records that contained 
names, addresses, birth 
dates, contact informa-
tion, Social Security num-
bers and limited health 
information.

The breach did not af-
fect the IMB’s financial, 
or email systems.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

IMB has data breach,
toughens cybersecurity

Kavanaugh

Kavanaugh nod nonpartisan
pro-kingdom, Greear says

Anthony Kennedy. Several 
SBC entity leaders and former 
SBC presidents are among 39 
signers of the endorsement.

“Our community may dis-
agree about where we vote at 
the end of the day,” Greear 
said in the interview, “but we 
can agree that somebody who 
respects these things [life and 
religious liberty] and has a his-
tory of it, that’s good for the 
nation and to build the king-
dom of God.”

Todd Unzicker, pastor 
of sending at The Summit 
Church in Durham, N.C., 
conducted the interview with 
Greear, the church’s senior 
pastor, in Greear’s office.

The endorsement of Kava-
naugh, a Catholic, stands on 
the gospel the Bible clearly de-
lineates, Greear said.

“It's not that the gospel is 
not political, because it is, be-
cause good policy is often how 
we love our neighbor,” Greear 
said. “We recognize that there 
are some things the Bible’s 
clear on, and then there’s 
some things that Christians 
can disagree on. … But where 
the Bible is clear, we should 

be clear. So we want to show 
some constraint and not align 
ourselves with a particular 
platform or administration,” 
he said, “but we do want to 
speak with clarity.”

In the interview, Greear dis-
cussed his SBC activities since 
his June 12 election in Dallas.

Press interviews and meet-
ings with various state Baptist 
leaders comprise much of his 
time in the summer months, 
Greear said.

“Jimmy Draper told me, 
‘Just be careful. You don’t 
speak for the SBC; if anything, 
you speak to the SBC,’” Gree-
ar said. “In one sense I know 
I am representing Southern 
Baptists to the press, so [I’m] 
just trying to speak with grace 
and truth.” Draper, current 
SBC Executive Committee 
ambassador, was SBC presi-
dent from 1982-1984 and is 
president emeritus of LifeWay 
Christian Resources.

Interviews have focused 
on SBC changes, accomplish-
ments and goals.

“Our identity is built in the 
gospel, not in cultural homo-
geneity. It’s not in political 

alignment,” Greear said. “Our 
unity is in the Great Com-
mission; our identity is in the 
gospel; and I feel like those are 
some trends that are coming 
out in the interviews. That’s 
what they’ve been asking 
about.”

Prayer, evangelism, the gos-
pel, revival and exhorting col-
lege students are among his 
priorities, Greear said, who an-
nounced that he plans to meet 
with state leaders this summer.

“My goal as the president is 
I'm the least important person 
in the conversation,” he said 
of state leaders. “And I want to 
say to these state agencies and 
these conventions, ‘How can 
I serve in what God has put 
on your heart to do and be a 
catalyst to help you facilitate 
evangelism in your area?’”

Greear

Former Ark. pastor charged in assault case
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) – 
Mark Aderholt, a former em-
ployee of the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention, Interna-
tional Mission Board (IMB) 
missionary and assistant pas-
tor of missions at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
has been charged in Texas with 
sexually assaulting a teenager 
21 years ago. 

Aderholt, 46, was arrested 
July 3 in South Carolina and 
booked into the Tarrant Coun-
ty, Texas, jail July 9 on charges 
of sexual assault of a child 
under 17, the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram reported.

In a July 13 story, Sarah 
Smith of the Star-Telegram re-
ported that the IMB knew 
about allegations against Ader-
holt 10 years prior to his arrest 
on the charges. Smith cited as 
her source police records and 
emails from an internal inves-
tigation from the organization.  

Responding July 16, the 
IMB said that it learned in 

2007 of allegations Aderholt 
had a sexual relationship 
with a 16-year-old in 1996-97 
while he was a 25-year-old stu-
dent at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He served with 
the Southwestern board from 
2000-08.

The IMB conducted an in-
ternal investigation in 2007, 
and the matter was set to go 
before the board of trustees, 
“which, at that time, was the 
only group with the authority 
to terminate a member of our 
missionary personnel,” said 
IMB spokesperson Julie Mc-
Gowan. But Aderholt resigned 
“before the Board could vote 
on the recommendation from 
the investigative team that in-
cluded both men and women.”

The IMB has since changed 
its policies to allow a mission-
ary to be terminated by “staff 
senior leadership,” McGowan 
said.

The IMB’s 2007 investiga-

tion, including two days of 
interviews with the alleged 
victim, led an IMB team to 
conclude at the time that 
Aderholt “engaged in an inap-
propriate sexual relationship” 
with a teenager in 1996-1997, 
that the victim “suffered as a 
result” and that Aderholt “was 
not truthful” with the IMB 
“about the full extent of the 
relationship,” according to cor-
respondence to Miller from 
IMB general counsel Derek 
Gaubatz published July 13 by 
the Star-Telegram.

The IMB did not report 
the incident to law enforce-
ment at the time, McGowan 
said, because the victim – who 
has identified herself in a blog 
post and other forums as au-
thor and speaker Anne Marie 
Miller – said on multiple occa-
sions that she did not want to 
make a report to police.

Miller “was a grown adult 
at that time, and we followed 
her lead,” McGowan said. “We 

were more than willing to sup-
port such action at that time, 
but she stated that her desire 
was not to file charges. While 
some want to exclusively call 
out IMB for not reporting, 
keep in mind that neither 
her parents, her husband at 
the time, two trained clinical 
counselors or several other 
friends with intimate details of 
what happened reported the 
matter to police, including sev-
eral individuals who actually 
live in Texas where the alleged 
events took place. We can only 
assume they approached this 
matter in the same fashion we 
did: that, as an adult, this was 
Ms. Miller’s story to share with 
local authorities when she was 
ready. We fully support her 
taking this step now, and we 
are cooperating with authori-
ties.”

Miller wrote in a July 13 
blog post that she didn’t know 

See ADERHOLT page 9
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Most churchgoers will 
put up with a change in 
music style or a different 
preacher, according to a 
LifeWay Research study re-
leased June 26. But don’t 
mess with a church’s be-
liefs, or there may be an 
exodus. 

The study of Protestant 
churchgoers found most 
are committed to staying 
at their church over the 
long haul. But more than 
half say they would strong-
ly consider leaving if the 
church’s beliefs changed, 
according to the study, 
which was conducted Aug. 
22–30, 2017. 

Pastors often worry 
about changing church 
music and setting off a 
“worship war,” said Scott 
McConnell, executive 
director of LifeWay Re-
search. But few say they 
would leave over music. 

Churchgoers are much 
more concerned about 
their church’s beliefs. 

“Mess with the music, 
and people may grumble,” 
he said. “Mess with theol-
ogy, and they’re out the 
door.” 

LifeWay Research sur-
veyed 1,010 Protestant 
churchgoers – those who 
attend services at least 
once a month – to see 
how strongly they are tied 
to their local congrega-
tions. 

Researchers found most 
churchgoers stay put.

Lutherans (52 percent), 
Methodists (40 percent) 
and Baptists (31 percent) 
are most likely to have 
been at their church for 
25 years or more. Fewer 
nondenominational (11 
percent) or Assemblies of 
God/Pentecostal church-
goers (13 percent) have 
such long tenure. 

“Most church members 
have been at their church 
longer than their pastor,” 
McConnell said. 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

LifeWay: Churchgoers 
stick around for theology

Hendersons travel to tell WMU story
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – The rum-
ble of the on-board generator 
lent a muffled, but noticeable, 
undertone as Trennis and Pam 
Henderson gave a tour of their 
new abode.

Outfitted with all the mod-
ern comforts and convenienc-
es expected in 21st century life 
– if not in somewhat smaller 
proportions – the Hender-
sons’ new home is a 24-foot-
long Winnebago RV. 

Beginning Aug. 1, the cou-
ple will be taking their RV 
across the country, working 
together to share the stories of 
Woman’s Missionary Union’s 
(WMU) various ministries 
with a new generation of 
Southern Baptists.

Trennis will serve as 
WMU’s national correspon-
dent and Pam will conduct ad-
ministrative and production 
services, including planning 
their itineraries and taking 
photographs.

A former editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News, Trennis 
has served as vice president for 
communications at Ouachita 
Baptist University in Arkadel-
phia since 2008.

‘Inspire and inform’
Sensing God calling them 

to enter a new stage of min-
istry, and recognizing their 
passion for travel, the couple 
reached out to WMU with 
their thoughts on how they 
could help the organization 
communicate their existing 
ministries in a new way.

Trennis’ mother served as 
an associational WMU direc-
tor when he was a child grow-
ing up in southeast Missouri. 
He said that when he was in 
talks with WMU’s leadership 
about working for them, he 
shared the special place that 
the organization holds in his 
heart.

“One of the things that 
I told the WMU executive 
board was that, obviously, 
I don’t look like the typical 
WMU member, however, … 
when I was 5 years old, and 
my older siblings were at 
school, my mom would give 
me the ‘privilege’ of going to 
associational WMU meeting 
with her,” said Trennis. “So, 
I’ve considered myself an hon-
orary WMU member since  

I was 5 years old.”
Sandy Wisdom-Martin, 

WMU national executive di-
rector, said partnering with the 
Hendersons to travel around 
the country will be “an effec-
tive way to capture stories that 
will inspire and inform South-
ern Baptists about the mission 
and ministries of WMU.”

“We are excited to partner 
with Trennis and Pam to share 
the impactful stories of ways 
God is at work and changing 
lives through WMU missions 
opportunities and ministries,” 
said Julie Walters, WMU cor-
porate communications man-
ager. 

“Trennis’ expertise in story-
telling through articles, blogs, 
social media, video and more, 
will help inspire a deeper faith 
and greater missions involve-
ment,” said Walters.

For Pam, it was an experi-
ence she and Trennis had 
a few months ago that con-
firmed God’s call for them to 
hit the road.

“We had a stranger tell us 
her story of her journey from 
Buddhism to Christianity,” 
she said. “As she told it, she 
was tearing up and I was tear-
ing up. It was such a beauti-
ful moment, with a complete 
stranger. We ended up praying 
together before we left.

“Trennis looked at me as we 
were driving home and said, 
‘you know that’s not normal,’” 
Pam said with a smile. “I feel 
that we have had the curtains 
drawn back and have been 
given a window into what our 
life could look like.”

The couple said they are 
hoping that those types of con-
versations become their “new 

normal,” as they explore the 
faith journeys of others during 
their upcoming travels.

From house to RV
The Hendersons said that as 

they transition from living in a 
house to an RV full-time, they 
have received inspiration from 
their two adult daughters, who 
both live in New York City, in 
small, big city apartments with 
their respective families. 

While they have not be-
come as minimalist as their 
daughters, the Hendersons 
said that letting go of material 
things in recent months has 
helped them to focus on the 
spiritual aspect of their new 
work.

“Our culture tends to col-
lect stuff. For us the focus, at 
this point, is on the mission. 
We really see the RV as a ves-
sel, a tool, to be able to do the 
work that we sense God calling 
us to,” said Trennis. “And that 
is, traveling the nation, doing 
interviews, telling mission sto-
ries.”

Trennis said that he and 
Pam, who have spent the 
greater part of the past 10 years 
working with college students, 
are especially hopeful that 
their work will resonate with 
younger generations, includ-
ing Millennials and Genera-
tion Z.

Pam said that she hopes 
the content they produce will 
be helpful to these young-
er generations, providing 
them resources that resonate 
with their ministry and that 
can be used to reach their 
friends, communities and 
church families with the rel-
evancy of WMU’s various  

missions and ministries.
“We’re not writing and 

producing these stories just 
so people will say, ‘Oh, that’s 
interesting,’ only to turn the 
page or swipe the screen,” said 
Trennis. “We want them to say, 
‘Is this a ministry that I might 
could be involved in?’ Or, 
‘Does this help me brainstorm 
for something that I might be 
able to do in my area?’ Or, ‘Are 
these folks that we could add 
to our prayer list?’”

The challenge is not making 
WMU more relevant, as many 
of their existing ministries are 
already very relevant, Trennis 
said, the challenge will be in 
finding new and unique ave-
nues to communicate what the 
organization is already doing 
through human-interest sto-
ries.

“We see it (the national cor-
respondent position) as very 
practical, hands on and an op-
portunity to make a positive 
difference,” he said.

As the final month before 
they take to the road comes to 
a close, the Hendersons ask 
Arkansas Baptists to pray: 1) 
that God would lead them to 
individuals, churches and min-
istries to highlight, 2) that God 
would provide a buyer for their 
home in Arkadelphia, and 3) 
that God would provide ad-
ditional financial supporters 
to provide them the resources 
and money necessary to cover 
travel expenses during their 
three-year journey.

To contact the Hendersons 
email trenpam@gmail.com. 
For more information on 
WMU visit wmu.com.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Pam and Trennis Henderson sit inside their 24-foot Winnebago RV. Beginning Aug. 1 the couple will be on the road full-time 
trekking across the country to share stories as national correspondents for the Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU). 
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

A ‘remnant’ can make a big difference
so I was seen as an unusual 
instructor. While I was a vet-
eran journalist with degrees 
and experience to back it 
up – all many of the students 
saw was that I worked for Mis-
souri BAPTISTS.

Meeting on Friday after-
noon is a challenge, no mat-
ter what subject one is teach-
ing. Our class objective was 

to be creative 
and come up 
with “big idea” 
advertising 
campaigns. It 
would require 
clear and alert 

thinking. 
To make matters worse, our 

campaigns were to compete 
against other classes for the 
best overall campaigns at the 
end of the semester. Our class 
of eight would be up against 
classes three times larger that 
met at “normal” times instead 
of the dreaded Friday after-
noon.

It was my first year to teach 
the lab, but veteran students 
already knew that we were up 

I n 2000 I was teaching 
advertising as an adjunct 

professor in the journalism 
department at the University 
of Missouri-Columbia.

Gratefully, as public rela-
tions director at the Missouri 
Baptist Convention, conven-
tion leadership thought it was 
a good idea for me to be in-
volved in the community, and 
teaching at a 
local univer-
sity was one 
way to do it. 

Other ways 
were being a 
member of 
the Rotary Club of Jefferson 
City, a group that included 
a number of state legislators 
and state government leaders, 
as well the chief justice of the 
state Supreme Court.

But as I stood before a 
group of about eight students 
gathered for advertising lab 
on a Friday afternoon, I real-
ized what had happened and 
what I had gotten myself into. 

The class make-up at the 
public university was diverse, 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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against tough competition.
Then I got an idea.
It would be “us against the 

world,” I told the students 
excitedly. If we put our minds 
and our hard work behind it, 
we could come up with win-
ning campaigns – in spite of 
the odds that seemed to be 
stacked against us.

We would call ourselves the 
“remnant.”

I told the class that rem-
nant is defined as a leftover 
amount from a larger portion 
or piece, such as food or ma-
terial from which a garment is 
fashioned, or even a group of 
people – like our advertising 
class. I explained that while 
remnants are often looked 
upon as worthless scraps, we 
would be different, much 
like how, in the Bible, God 

assigned high value to those 
of His people who He had set 
aside for His purposes. 

I said they were students of 
high value and would deliver 
creative and awe-inspiring 
advertising campaigns! That 
would be our charge and they 
would deliver!

The students loved the anal-
ogy and embraced “us against 
the world” mentality. As their 
leader (teacher), over the 
course of the semester I had 
to tell myself over and over 
that the class would deliver ac-
cording to their charge. It was 
almost as if I didn’t believe 
it myself … but I adamantly 
stuck to my remnant message.

To my surprise, at the end 
of the semester the class had 
the top campaign among all 
the competing classes, in spite 

of being the smallest in num-
ber.

It was a proud day for the 
students and for me. 

As I think back nearly 20 
years later, I can see parallels 
in the work that I do now 
through this Baptist newspa-
per.

While Baptist newspapers 
have changed dramatically 
over the years, and may be 
pronounced by some to be a 
remnant of a by-gone era, or 
worse, unnecessary, they still 
play a vital roll in the distribu-
tion of news and information 
that just isn’t available via the 
secular press – or for that mat-
ter through the official public 
relations channels of the vari-
ous state conventions.

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

The purpose and mission
of the Arkansas Baptist News

 The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist  
Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.

See REMNANT page 6
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tendency to convince myself 
that full understanding is the 
only way any of my struggles 
can be worthwhile. If I suffer 
or watch a loved one experi-
ence suffering, I want to see 
how God is glorifying Himself 
through it. If I struggle, I want 
to see the outcome of the les-
son learned. I want the full 
picture – the rest of the story. 

Like with this letter from 
Paul to Philemon, God 
doesn’t always give the rest 

of the story. 
In fact, if I 
look back 
over the last 
four decades 
of my life, I 
see that much 

more has been hidden than 
revealed. I may never know 
the rest of the story in many 
cases.

That reveals a powerful 
truth: my understanding is 
not necessary. In fact, it’s not 
even relevant. 

God works all things for my 
good and His glory without 
me figuring out how all the 
pieces fit. In fact, often, He is 
most glorified when I choose 
to let go of my understanding 
and simply rest in His. 

The rest of the story

JV madness & missional connections

I used to love Paul Harvey’s 
radio program, “The Rest 

of the Story.” It filled this 
need in me for more – more 
detail, more depth and more 
understanding of familiar 
events or personalities. As 
a story-driven person, mere 
facts rarely stick with me, but 
stories engage my understand-
ing and memory in powerful 
ways. 

A recent Sunday school les-
son had me in Philemon, and 
I found myself 
wondering, yet 
again, about 
the rest of the 
story behind 
this letter. 

How exactly 
did the slave Onesimus get 
from Philemon’s household 
to Paul’s prison quarters? 
What happened to precipitate 
his escape? Was his encounter 
with Paul accidental, or did 
he intentionally flee to the 
apostle in hopes of assistance? 
What happened upon his 
return? 

Scripture and history pre-
serve none of this for us, and 
there are times when this 
bothers me. What bothers 
me most is that I have the 

H ealthy, missional 
churches are always 

made up of mature “light-
shining” believers, seeking 
ways to intentionally connect 
with the community, to en-
gage in genuine, relational, 
gospel-focused conversations. 
If this is you, 
then you have 
already dis-
covered that 
those most 
open to gospel-
focused conversations are 
those who are encountering 
a significant life transition or 
crisis. For most households, 
one of those significant “life 
transition times” occurs when 
a child reaches adolescence. 
There is something about hor-
mones, independent think-
ing, questioning authoritative 
structures, excessive body 
odor, slammed doors, a messy 
bedroom and mood swings 
that catalyze household-wide 
transition and moments of 
crisis.

So, how does a church 
connect with these families? 
The best way is intentional 

family-to-family connections. 
But, most of the time church 
members need help creating 
an environment and an op-
portunity for these connec-
tions. Too often, a church’s 
tendency is to host an event, 
program or conference and 

invite people 
to come. 
Remember, 
Scripture tells 
us that Jesus 
did not invite 

people to the teaching hour 
at the temple; rather, He went 
out where the people were. 

Junior high football is a 
good place to start. Consider 
connecting with the athletic 
staff at the local junior high 
school or middle school. 
Offer to feed the football 
team on game days. Be sure 
to have at least a dozen or two 
happy church members serv-
ing, interacting and wearing 
shirts that say, “[team name] 
Feeding Crew” (or something 
like that). Offer to provide 
miniature novelty footballs 
for the cheerleaders to toss 
into the stands. Be sure the 

school logo is on the football, 
along with “provided by [your 
church name]” and church 
website. Ask if your church 
can volunteer to help work 
the concession stand. Don’t 
stop reading, because this 
alone is not enough. The goal 
is to build relationships.

Now it is time for families 
in your church to consistently 
attend games. Those on a 
feeding crew should wear 
their shirts to the game. 
The shirts are conversation 
starters. The footballs being 
thrown into the stands 
are conversation starters. 
Through regular attendance, 
conversation starters, working 
alongside parents and con-
sistent visibility to students, 
teachers and parents, natural 
conversations will begin to 
happen. Ongoing and re-
peated conversations about 
life, kids, crisis and transition 
lead to wide open doors for 
sharing personal life experi-
ences, praying with parents 
about their kids and sharing 

I recently had the opportunity to present an argument 
for the existence of God to an atheist. It was a great 

kick-starter into an important gospel conversation. It re-
minded me of the value of apologetics and thinking deeply 
about one’s faith. Not everyone agrees with the benefit of 
apologetics, so I want to give something of a defense for 
apologetics here. 

Before I do that, however, I probably should explain 
apologetics. Apologetics comes from the Greek word 
apologia, which means defense. In other words, Christian 
apologetics is a defense of the Christian faith. I have often 

heard preachers and other 
church leaders declare: 
“We don’t need rational 
argumentation, we simply 
need the Bible!” I have 
defended the need for a 

rational faith in previous columns, but here I would like to 
explain why I think such a mindset is unhelpful. 

Here are my defenses for apologetics:
First, apologetics doesn’t replace the Bible; it is an 

exhortation on the truths of the Bible. Granted, it is the 
Holy Spirit that convicts and regenerates; however, the 
Holy Spirit uses apologetics as a means to open eyes and 
minds to the truth of the gospel. William Lane Craig, a 
well-known Christian apologist, wrote, “[T]he role of the 
Holy Spirit is to use our arguments to convince the unbe-
liever of the truth of Christianity. When one presents rea-
sons for his faith, one is not working apart from or against 
the Holy Spirit. Of course, it is true that we can never 
argue anyone into the kingdom of God. Conversion is 
exclusively the role of the Holy Spirit. But the Holy Spirit 
may use our arguments to draw people to Himself.”

Second, apologetics is for believers as much as it is for 
nonbelievers. In fact, I think that apologetics is more for 
followers of Christ. Why? As I have previously written, 
we all have doubts. Apologetics is really just applied phi-
losophy. That is, apologetics is really just thinking deeply 
about the Christian faith. It is philosophy working for the 
benefit of the faith. In thinking deeply about the faith, 
apologetics is a tool to provide answers to questions we all 
have about life, Scripture, existence, God and more.

Third, Scripture commands that we defend the faith. 
J.P. Moreland notes, that Scripture gives us several ex-
amples of defending the faith, the most pointed of which 
is 1 Peter 3:15: “Be ready to give a defense for the hope 
within.” Sometimes folks are apprehensive about apologet-
ics because they see it as an excuse for being argumenta-
tive or spiteful, but that shouldn’t be the intent behind 
defending the faith. Apologetics isn’t about “winning” an 
argument. It is about finding Truth. Furthermore, as Peter 
says in verse 16 of 1 Peter 3, we must present our defense 
in “gentleness and respect.” 

Fourth, apologetics is a tool to provide answers to ques-
tions believers and nonbelievers are asking. In his book, 
“Reasonable Faith,” Craig wrote, “Apologetics training is 
a tremendous boost to evangelism, for nothing inspires 
confidence and boldness more than knowing that one has 
good reasons for what one believes and good answers to 
the typical questions and objections that the unbeliever 
may raise.”

It seems a bit trite and prideful to tell someone with 
a question about the faith: “Well, if you have faith, you 
won’t need to ask these questions; you’ll just believe.” 
Such a statement misunderstands biblical faith and apolo-
getics. 

Apologetics is a tool we can use to not only defend the 
faith, but to point people to Christ. 

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

A defense  
for defending God created me to love and 

learn well from stories, and I 
believe He will always teach 
me through that medium. 
But, I also know that He will 
never cease to stretch me. His 
Spirit will urge me to pray for 
situations for which I have no 
context. He will drop me mo-
mentarily into lives whose full 
stories I will never know. And 
there will even be times when 
my own story seems to take a 
tangent that makes no sense 
and provides no connection 
or closure. It has taken me 
a long time to be okay with 
that, and there are still many 
times when I fight it. 

But I remind myself that I 
know the One who created 
and commands the story. He 
knows the tale inside and 
out, from beginning to end. 
He grasps every plot twist 
from the moment of creation 
until the day we join Him in 
eternal victory. He is never 
surprised by a single develop-
ment. I’ll rest on the One 
who always holds the rest of 
the story.

Ann Hibbard is a member of 
East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhib-
bard.com.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

See RAMSEY page 6
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As editor, I count it a privi-
lege to give Arkansas Baptists 
a voice on matters of faith 
and society through letters 
and viewpoints that simply do 
not have an avenue anywhere 
else in Baptist life.

The team at the Arkansas 
Baptist News would like to 
thank readers who support 
and encourage us in our 
work, which today continues 
to reach tens of thousands of 
people each and every week 
through print, our website 
and through social media.

When Elijah despaired 
that he was the only one left 
in Israel who had not bowed 
down to idols, God assured 
him that He had reserved 
a remnant of 7,000 “whose 
knees have not bowed down 
to Baal and all whose mouths 
have not kissed him” (1 Kings 
19:9-18).

My prayer is that South-
ern Baptists will continue, 
for generations to come, to 

understand the importance 
of supporting and lifting up 
their voices through a strong 
and vibrant state Baptist 
newspaper.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

the gospel.
Junior high football is 

just one avenue. Prayer-
fully consider other avenues 
such as junior high band, 
theatrical productions and 
competitions, other sports or 
anywhere else that more vol-
unteers are needed. The goal 
is to live like Jesus (doing life 
among the people), love like 
Jesus (demonstratively loving, 
listening and meeting needs) 
and leave a legacy like Christ 
(making disciples who will go 
and do likewise).

Eric W. Ramsey is an evange-
lism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith.  

continued from page 4
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Letter to the Editor

‘Hateful’ letter

I am writing in response 
to a letter by Vivian Meins 
printed in your June 28 
issue of the Arkansas Baptist  
Newsmagazine.

It is very hard to respond to 
such a hate-filled letter. I still 
can’t believe you printed such 
a disrespectful letter about the 
president of the United States 
in this Baptist magazine (and 
about the vice president)!

Most people know that 
the reason Vice President 
Mike Pence was asked to 
speak at the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meet-
ing is that he is a really dedi-
cated Christian. He wasn’t 

asked to speak because of his  
political affiliation. 

Ms. Meins thinks a Demo-
crat should be invited to speak 
at the SBC. I disagree because 
the Democrat platform un-
apologetically advocates the 
killing of unborn children. 
This, the Bible teaches, is a 
complete abomination to our 
God.

The final part of her letter 
was a tirade against the presi-
dent. Such hate needs to be 
bathed in prayer but not given 
a voice in your paper. Printing 
letters like this degrades the 
magazine.

Sonja Butler
Camden

Casinos, tort reform, Arkansas ballot issues
F riday, July 6, was the 

deadline for sponsors of 
initiated state constitutional 
amendments 
and acts to 
turn petitions 
in to the secre-
tary of state. 

To secure a 
place on the November gen-
eral election ballot, proposed 
amendment backers must have 

collected on their petitions 
nearly 85,000 signatures of 
registered voters and sponsors 

of initiated acts 
must have peti-
tions bearing 
nearly 68,000 
signatures of 
voters.

Two amendments to estab-
lish casino gambling in the 
state were filed earlier this 

year, but petitions for only one 
were turned in. The Arkansas 
Jobs Coalition and the Driving 
Arkansas Forward ballot ques-
tion committees submitted 
more than 96,000 signatures.  
Their amendment, if passed 
by voters in November, would 
permit a casino in Pope and 
Jefferson Counties and would 
also grant the state’s two race-
tracks full-blown casino li-
censes. Those tracks already 
operate virtual casinos under 
the euphemistically labeled 
electronic games of skill. 

If the number of valid reg-
istered voters’ signatures cer-
tified by the secretary of state 
amounts to at least 75 percent 
of the total needed, the spon-
sors of the amendment are 
granted 30 days to collect the 
additional signatures required. 
There is little doubt that this 
amendment will secure a spot 
on the ballot.

The ballot question com-
mittee Arkansas Wins in 2018 
had proposed it’s own casino 
gambling amendment. It 
would have established one ca-
sino in each of Benton, Boone, 
Miller and Pulaski counties. 

There were no petitions 
turned in by the group effec-
tively ending any efforts to get 
that proposal on the ballot.

Also turning in signatures 
for a constitutional amend-
ment was the Arkansas Term 
Limits ballot question commit-
tee. If approved by voters, this 
amendment would not allow 
any legislator to serve more 
than ten years in the state leg-
islature.

In addition to the casino 
gambling and term limits 
amendments, the ballot will 
have two proposed amend-
ments put forward by the leg-
islature for voters to consider. 
The first, Issue One, is a tort 
reform amendment (proposed 
changes in the civil justice 
system that aim to reduce the 
ability of victims to bring tort 
litigation or to reduce damages 
they can receive). Issue Two is 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

a voter identification measure. 
Lastly, petitions with signa-
tures were submitted for an 
initiated act to raise the mini-
mum wage in Arkansas.

One thing is important to 
note. With the exception of 
the two constitutional amend-
ments proposed by the legisla-
ture, the other ballot measures 
may be subject to having law-
suits filed against them with 
the potential that the state Su-
preme Court would invalidate 
them.  

It remains to be seen if such 
lawsuits will be filed and, if so, 
what the outcome of the litiga-
tion would be.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council (AFEC).
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Suicide: A growing issue in a changing culture
Garrick D. Conner
Special to the ABN

IT’S THE ELEPHANT in the 
room. Suicide. And it’s a grow-
ing problem in a culture that 
appears to be spiraling out of 
control.

The recent high-profile sui-
cides of Kate Spade and An-
thony Bourdain have shined 
a spotlight on the issue – and 
have provided an open window 
to honest conversation 
about the factors here 
in modern-day Amer-
ica that are contribut-
ing to the increase in 
self-inf licted death. 
Both of these individ-
uals found themselves  
separated from their 
spouses, which is itself 
a risk factor for suicide.

In a recent study released by 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, research showed a 25 per-
cent increase in suicide over 
the last 20 years. Of course, 
a seldom acknowledged fact 
is that these statistics do not 
include those unclear suicides 
that were ruled accidental. 
And there are no doubt many 
of them. Several studies in 

recent years have shown no 
significant difference in the 
suicide rate among believers 
and that of the population as 
a whole.

As a pastor and counselor, 
I’ve walked with many fami-
lies through the tangled ball 
of emotions that invariably 
comes with suicide. There 
are no short cuts through the 
grieving process. There’s no 
quick fix and no magic set 

of words to make the 
pain go away. While 
it’s sometimes diffi-
cult to know exactly 
what to say or do, let 
me be crystal clear in 
saying that doing noth-
ing is definitely not the  
answer.

In my more than 
20 years of ministry and pro-
fessional counseling, every 
suicide hits me like a ton of 
bricks. I hurt for the individ-
ual who felt suicide was the 
solution. I hurt for the fami-
lies left to pick up the pieces. 
And I hurt for the world that 
will no longer benefit from 
the skill, talent and potential 
of the ones who ended their  
lives.

Regarding the fam-
ilies, there is never a 
shortage of survivor 

guilt to go around. Most of 
the time, the family members 
fit one of two categories: “I 
never saw it coming” or “We 
tried everything but couldn’t 
save him.” These common 
responses offer some valuable 
insights for us all. First, we 
must do a better job of educat-
ing people about the warning 
signs of suicide. And second, 
the mental health care system 
in our country needs serious 
improvement.

But the thing that believ-
ers most need to do is to focus 
on building relationships and 
connectedness for people. 
Here are four things that ev-
eryone can do:

1) Take time to get to know 
people – your neighbors, 
your co-workers, your Sun-
day school class members. 
Refuse to let your relation-
ships be superficial. Really get 
to know people and build a  
friendship.

2) Commit to being a safe 
person for people to talk to. 
Work at becoming a better lis-
tener. And don’t be a gossip.

3) Pray for the pastors and 
counselors who seek to minis-
ter to people in ways that are 
meaningful, helpful and life-
giving.

4) If you get the feeling that 

someone may be consider-
ing ending his or her life, ask 
about it directly. If they’re al-
ready thinking about suicide, 
then you’re not going to give 
them the idea. If they’re not 
thinking about it, then you’ve 
at least communicated that 
you care enough to ask.

Just in the course of writing 
this article, I’ve been fielding 
phone calls and text messages 
about another young man who 
ended his life, leaving behind 
a wife and two very young 
children. It’s absolutely heart-
breaking, and the news of sui-

cide never gets easier to hear. 
If you are contemplating 

suicide, please know that it is 
not the answer. Help is avail-
able. 

Reach out to a trusted 
pastor, counselor or friend. 
Or contact the National  
Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 
800-273-8255, or text ‘hello’ to 
the Crisis Text Line at 741741.

Garrick D. Conner is a licensed 
professional counselor and licensed 
marriage and family therapist. 
He serves as discipleship pastor 
at Park Hill Baptist Church in 
North Little Rock.

A special kind of grief

Conner

REGARDLESS OF the nature of the 
suicide, those family members left 
behind typically have a lot more to 
deal with than those who experience 
a natural or anticipated loss. There 
are almost always questions that must 
go unanswered, since the one person 
who could give insight is no longer 
available to do so.

Aaron New, professor of psychol-
ogy and counseling at Central Baptist 
College in Conway, believes churches 
are making progress in terms of how 
they respond to suicide. He has pro-
vided training specifically for this 
issue to his congregation at First Bap-
tist Church, Conway.

Still, there are many factors that 
make suicide a tough issue to ad-
dress, for both family members and 
church members.

“People who are grieving after a 
suicide simply have much to process,” 
New said. “They’re usually going to 
deal with a lot more self-blame and 
anger, anger at the person who died 
and anger at God.”

New has observed that in addition 
to experiencing the trauma that often 
comes with suicide, family members 
also tend to get less social support 
and sympathy from others.

Family members of the deceased 
can find themselves engaging in some 
level of secrecy or hiding, especially if 
there’s anything particularly shame-
ful in the event itself, New said. 
“They end up having to use emotion-
al energy to protect the memory or 
reputation of the loved one.” Young 
children can present even deeper 
challenges. Family members often 
need help in knowing how much to 
shelter children from the reality of a 
parent or loved one’s suicide.

While ministry to those who have 
experienced the suicide of a loved 
one can be difficult, it is an oppor-
tunity to come alongside people and 
demonstrate the love of Christ in ac-
tion.

“A lot of people don’t know what 
to do or say, and as a result, they 
often don’t say anything at all,” he 

said. “That silence can be perceived 
as a lack of support, which can cre-
ate a kind of social isolation for the 
family of the deceased. They probably 
feel like they’re the topic of conversa-
tion, the objects of gossip. And that 
can make people feel they’re being 
criticized by others.”

New believes that the power of a 
ministry of presence cannot be over-
stated. “The most helpful thing is to 
just be present with a person, and 
when they need to talk about it, to be 
open and honest and transparent, to 
talk openly without saying anything 
that adds to the individual’s sense of 
guilt or shock.”

As is the case in many situations, 
church members can be prone to 
offer possible reasons for the suicide 
and to over-spiritualize. Such specu-
lating and spiritualizing is rarely 
helpful and can actually lead to the 
family members regretting conversa-
tions with people who want to share 
in their grief.

– Garrick D. Conner

Grief & Mental HealtH
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Ark. Baptist disaster relief  
responds to Texas flooding
WESLACO, Texas – Arkan-
sas Baptist disaster relief (DR) 
teams have been hard at work 
in Weslaco, Texas, after major 
f looding in 
June when 15 
inches of rain 
fell within a 36-
hour period, 
requiring more 
than 200 res-
cues.

“Homes had 
two to four 
feet of water 
in them,” said 
Jimmy Black-
ford, unit lead-
er for the Tri-
County Association DR team. 
“This means everything they 
own is ruined with very little 
able to be savaged.”

The teams removed all wet 
and moldy sheetrock, doors, 
trim, cabinets and other build-
ing materials and then pres-
sure washed the inside of the 
homes and sprayed it with 

a mold and bacteria killing 
chemical. After a few weeks 
of drying, the homes can be 
rebuilt.

“We are 
able to bring 
hope to what 
seems to them 
as a hopeless 
situation,” said 
Blackford. “It’s 
hard, hot work, 
but people are 
so excited to 
see work being 
done, and they 
are happy to 
just be able 
to enter their 

homes for the first time since 
flooding.”

Each family was left with a 
Bible signed by the DR team. 

The Northwest Baptist As-
sociation DR team served in 
Texas the week after flooding, 
and the Tri-County Associa-
tion DR team worked during 
the first week of July. 

Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers (above) pray with a resident during the 
work being done following flooding in Texas. Gene Lashlee (lower left), sweeps up 
debris at one of the flooded houses.

Williams migrates  
new email domain
WALNUT RIDGE – Wil-
liams Baptist University is 
nearing the completion of 
its transition from college to 
university. The school’s email 
domain has been one of the 
most recent updates. To reach 
Williams employees by email, 
the domain address is now @
williamsbu.edu.

“This is another exciting 
facet of our change to a uni-
versity, and we are pleased to 
launch our email and website 
as williamsbu.edu. The change 
of electronic addresses is actu-
ally a major undertaking, and 
we extend our deepest thanks 
to the Williams IT department 
for the long, hard hours they 
have invested in making this 
transition happen so smooth-
ly,” said Brett Cooper, vice 
president for institutional ad-
vancement.

Williams has been operat-
ing as a university throughout 
the summer. The first semester 
as Williams Baptist University 
is set to kick off with freshman 
orientation in August.

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com
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ADERHOLT
until recently that the IMB 
didn’t report Aderholt to local 
authorities in 2007.

The Star-Telegram said Texas’ 
mandatory reporting law for 
suspected child abuse is not 
clear regarding cases “involv-
ing childhood victims who are 
now adults.” The newspaper 
cited a University of Texas 
law professor who said he has 
never heard of someone being 
prosecuted in Texas for failing 
to report the child abuse of 
someone who is now an adult.

Aderholt’s offense allegedly 
occurred in Arlington, Texas, 
in 1997, according to the Star-
Telegram, and is punishable by 
up to 20 years in prison.

Southwestern confirmed 
that Aderholt was a student at 
the seminary when the crime 
was allegedly committed. He 
graduated in 2000 with a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree.

The South Carolina Baptist 
Convention (SCBC) released a 
statement June 19 announcing 
Aderholt had resigned after a 

year and a half as the conven-
tion’s associate executive di-
rector and chief strategist and 
that SCBC Executive Director 
Gary Hollingsworth said he re-
ceived the resignation with “a 
heavy heart.” The initial state-
ment did not, however, give a 
reason for the resignation.

After the Star-Telegram re-
ported Aderholt’s arrest, Hol-
lingsworth said in a statement 
released July 10, “In light of re-
cent news related to Mr. Ader-
holt, our hearts are grieved 
and our prayers are with every-
one involved.” 

Hollingsworth told South 
Carolina’s Baptist Courier 
newsjournal, “Our hearts are 
grieved, but we are trusting the 
authorities.”

The IMB learned about 
the charges against Aderholt 
from the Star-Telegram’s July 
9 report, McGowan said July 
10, adding, “It is our policy to 
cooperate with criminal inves-
tigations.” 

She clarified July 16 that her 
statement about learning from 
the Star-Telegram referred only 
to the fact charges were filed, 
not to the fact an inappropri-
ate relationship occurred.
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C l a s s i f i e d s

Dolph Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resume to Dolph Baptist Church, 
992 Rodney Cutoff Road, Dolph, AR 72528.

Cornerstone Baptist Church is seeking bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resume to 
PO Box 1366, Gentry, AR 72734/cornerstone-
baptistcc@gmail.com.

Military Road SBC seeking bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resume to: PO Box 145, Jackson-
ville, AR 72078.

First Baptist Church, Harrisburg, is seek-
ing candidates for a full-time pastor. The 
preferred candidate will be an experienced, 
ordained pastor with a seminary degree con-
sistent with Southern Baptist theology. Send 
resumes to the Pastor Search Committee, 201 
West Jackson St., Harrisburg, AR 72432, or Vick-
ieMorris@harrisburgfbc.com.

Tillar Baptist Church in need of full-time 
pastor. Send resume to: Tillar Baptist Church, 
PO Box 116, Tillar, AR 71670.

please contact Pastor Mack Mills, 479-636-5390 
or mnbrogers@att.net.

First Baptist Church, Clarksville, AR, is seek-
ing a full-time student minister. Please 
send resume to info@fbcclarksville.org.

First Baptist Church, Clarksville, AR, is seek-
ing a full-time worship leader. Please send 
resume to info@fbcclarksville.org.

Indian Springs Baptist Church is seeking a 
lead children’s pastor for our family focused 
ministry to children and their families. This po-
sition is responsible for overseeing children’s 
discipleship, children’s programming, and family 
discipleship in accordance with the total church 
program. Interested applicants should send re-
sumes to Matt Duran, pastor of leadership and 
teaching: mduran@isbcbryant.org.

Concord Baptist Church, a vibrant and grow-
ing church in Anderson, SC, is seeking an asso-
ciate pastor for worship and music. This 
person must have the calling, gifting, training 
and heart to lead a large and diverse ministry of 
worship. We are excited about our future! For a 
job description and/or to submit a resume/pro-
file please contact jjames@concordbaptist.com. 
Please also visit concordbaptist.com for more 

information about our congregation.
Kern Heights Baptist Church in DeQueen, 

AR, is seeking full-time youth minister.   
Experience leading worship a plus. Send re-
sumes to khbc@windstream.net.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-
time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is  
seeking to hire an associate pastor of  
worship. This full-time position is responsible 
for developing and leading a church-wide wor-
ship ministry, which promotes the development 

of fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested 
candidates can submit a resume with cover let-
ter by mail (200 W. Main, El Dorado, AR) or email  
jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

Motorola 2-way radios for your church! 
Over 30 years radio experience. Call Tom at 
1-888-968-6186; tparker50@gmail.com.

1998 24-passenger church bus, diesel 
power stroke engine, 175k miles, asking $9k. 
Call Mike 501-690-1709.

The Pregnancy Resource Center for South-
west Arkansas (PRCSA) in Arkadelphia, AR, is 
seeking a full-time executive director (ED). 
The ED is responsible for: implementing the mis-
sion and vision of the PRCSA; management of 
programs, ministries, staff and volunteers; over-
seeing client services; effective fundraising; and 
maintaining community/church relations. Email 
resume and a statement describing your spiritual 
journey and qualifications to Search Committee 
at: EDsearch911@gmail.com. Salary is com-
mensurate with qualifications/experience.

First Baptist Church, Centerville, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
801 East 16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or 
email: arvba@suddenlink.net.

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor who is 
Bible grounded and people oriented for blended 
worship services. Degree from a Southern Bap-
tist seminary is preferred. Email resumes to: 
FBCHayti@gmail.com.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church is seeking a 
full-time youth pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. Sardis 
Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: David Littleton.

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Bauxite, AR, is 
seeking a worship leader. Please send re-
sume to Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 24310 N. 
Sardis Rd., Bauxite, AR 72011 Att: Steve Barnes.

Cullendale First Baptist, Camden, AR, is 
seeking a full-time children’s minister. 
College and/or seminary degree required. Sub-
mit resume to wadetotty@cullendalefbc.org or 
mail to 1850 Cash Rd. SW, Camden, AR 71701.

Monte Ne Baptist Church, Rogers, AR, is 
seeking a youth pastor to build a strong 
youth group to bring glory to God. If interested 

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

Church life

Wayne S. Smith, 91, of Bry-
ant, died July 13. 

Smith served as pastor in 
Louisiana and Arkansas, in-
cluding First Baptist Church, 
Marshall; Baring Cross Bap-
tist Church, North Little 
Rock; First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and First Baptist 
Church, Sparkman. He also 
worked as principal of Spark-
man Junior High and High 
School. 

Smith was the founder of 
One to the Other Ministries 
(OTTOM), a foreign mission 
program that worked in South 
America, Mexico, Puerto Rico 
and Europe.

He was a graduate of Bay-
lor University, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS), Ouachita Baptist 
University, and Northeast 
Louisiana University.  

Smith was preceded in 
death by a brother and a 
granddaughter. He is survived 
by a son, a granddaughter, and 
a great-grandson.

Frances “Jean” West, 80, 
of Monticello, died July 10 at 
Baptist Health Medical Center 
in Little Rock.  

Her husband, Billy George 
West, serves as pastor of New 
Hope Baptist Church in Mon-
ticello. 

The Wests served together 
in many congregations within 
Arkansas and Louisiana for 

Obituaries more than 60 years. Jean West 
also served in Zimbabwe. 

West is survived by her hus-
band, a son, two daughters, a 
foster daughter, 19 grandchil-
dren, 20 great grandchildren, 
two great-great grandchildren 
and a half-sister. She was pre-
ceded in death by a grand-
daughter.  

Graveside services were 
held at Oakland Cemetery in 
Monticello, followed by a me-
morial service at First Baptist 
Church in Monticello.

Coronado Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs Village, will host 
the Kinsmen Quartet in con-
cert at 6:30 p.m., July 29. The 
group was formed in March 
1985. The church is located at 
91 Coronado Drive. For more 
information, call the church 

office at 501-922-3218.

First Baptist Church, De-
Witt, will host a free concert 
by One New Man at 6:30 p.m., 
Aug. 4. For more information, 
call the church office at 870-
946-4361.

Pine Grove Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, will cel-
ebrate 149 years at 10:45 a.m., 
Aug. 12. The speaker is Don 
Chancellor, associational mis-
sionary for Pulaski Baptist As-
sociation. T.J. Strickland, Jr. 
serves as pastor. A potluck din-
ner will follow.

First Baptist Church, 
Scranton, will celebrate its 
50th anniversary at 10:45 a.m., 
Aug. 5. Lunch is provided. 
The speaker is evangelist Wil-
liam Blackburn of Fort Smith. 
Franklin Piercey serves as pas-

tor. For more information, call 
479-938-7411.

On the move
Don Chancellor is serving 

as associational missionary for 
Pulaski Baptist Association.

The ABN Cooperative  
Program edition

is coming August 9, 2018!

Prayer gathering Aug. 27-28
LITTLE ROCK – The fifth 
statewide prayer gathering 
for ministers will be held on 
Monday evening, Aug. 27, and 
Tuesday morning, Aug. 28, 
at Immanuel Baptist Church, 
501 N. Shackleford, Little 
Rock. 

Focused prayer times will 
be facilitated by Arkansas 
pastors and leaders. Pete Lee, 
worship pastor of the Summit 
Church in North Little Rock, 
and the Summit Church Band 

will lead in worship through 
music.

There is no charge to at-
tend. Registration is available  
at prayarkansas.com.
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“Carpe diem” is translated “seize the 
opportunity.” This Latin aphorism is 
taken from the Roman poet Horace’s 
statement, “Carpe diem, quam mini-
mum credula postero,” which means, 
“Seize the day, put little trust in tomor-
row.” Seizing any opportunity without 
considering the future, however, can be 
disastrous.

Israel and Judah were arguing about 
which kingdom should escort King 
David back to Jerusalem. It was a poten-
tially explosive situ-
ation and Sheba 
wanted to be the 
spark. Sheba blew 
the ram’s horn to 
get the people’s at-
tention. He told the people not to fol-
low David and to retreat to their homes. 
Marching through the northern tribes, 
he rallied support but few responded. 
He and his followers fled to the walled 
city of Abel.

David sent for Amasa to gather the 
troops to nip Sheba’s rebellion but he 
didn’t show up. David gave command 
of the army to Abishai. Abishai and his 
brother Joab went in pursuit of Sheba. 
They met Amasa at Gibeon. Joab saw 

an opportunity to lead the army. He 
caught Amasa off guard and killed 
him. Joab took command of the army 
and went after Sheba.  

Joab laid siege on Abel. A wise 
woman inside the city walls saw an 
opportunity to stop the attack. She 
called for Joab and explained to him 
that her city was not in league with the 
rebels, and they did not deserve to be 
attacked. Joab explained that he only 
wanted Sheba. Her response was unex-

pected; “His head 
will be thrown over 
the wall to you” 
(2 Sam. 20:21). 
Sheba’s head was 
thrown over the 

wall, the ram’s horn was blown and 
the army went home. Disaster averted!

We should never throw caution to 
the wind. We should ask ourselves 
some questions before we seize any op-
portunity. How will this opportunity 
affect my future? Will this opportunity 
hinder or enhance my Christian walk 
and witness? Will this opportunity 
honor and glorify God? If you will ask 
these types of questions, you may very 
well avert a disaster in your life.

entire wall was complete all the way 
around, about half its original height. 
This infuriated the enemy and they 
plotted to fight the people.

Nehemiah prayed again and took 
action. He had guards stand in the vul-
nerable areas of the walls with swords, 
spears and bows. Half the people 
worked while half the people stood 
guard. Those who worked had a sword 
in one hand and a trowel in the other.

Charles Spur-
geon named his 
church magazine 
“The Sword and 
the Trowel.” He 
said it was a record 
of the combat with 
sin and labor for 

the Lord. 
You will have opposition. Pray 

and persist in the work. When you 
are being mocked for your Christian 
work, know that building and battling 
are normal parts of the Christian life. 
There will always be those who will at-
tempt to distract you and mock you. 
Remember, “Greater is He that is in 
you, than he that is in the world” (1 
John 4:4, KJV).

Famines during biblical times were 
not uncommon. They were usually 
caused by irregularities in rainfall, de-
structive hailstorms, plagues of insects 
and/or crops being destroyed by an 
enemy.  

The famine during David’s reign 
lasted three consecutive years. David in-
quired of the Lord as to the reason for  
this famine. The Lord told David it was 
the result of Saul’s killing the Gibeon-
ites. Saul had been dead for more than 
30 years, and this 
sin had yet to be 
dealt with.  David 
offered to make 
immediate restitu-
tion. He wanted 
the Gibeonites to be in a position to 
bless Israel and he wanted them to 
enjoy the blessings of God (Gen. 12:1-
3). The Gibeonites requested that seven 
male descendants of Saul be handed 
over to be hanged in the presence of  
the Lord. 

In light of the New Testament and 
our Christian experience, this sounds 
rather morbid and disgusting. We 
should understand David is dealing 
with law and not grace. He is dealing 
with Israel and not the Church. The 

Gibeonites’ request was not unrea-
sonable. The Law of Moses required 
unsolved murders to be atoned for by 
sacrifice (Deut. 21:1-9). This sacrifice 
was not for spiritual atonement, but 
for legal retribution.    

David agreed to hand them over. 
We are not told how the seven were 
executed but their bodies were hung 
on a hill until the first days of the har-
vest, which was about six months later. 
During this time, Rizpah protected the 

bodies of her sons 
and nephews by 
keeping the birds 
away from them by 
day and from wild 
animals by night. 

David was moved by her act of love 
and had the bones gathered up, along 
with those of Saul and his sons, and 
brought the bones of the whole fam-
ily and buried them in their family’s 
tomb.

We need to understand that one 
man’s sin can affect a whole family and 
an entire nation. God judges nations 
and holds them accountable. David 
sought God. So must we. God will pro-
vide direction and strength when His 
people face trying times.

Nehemiah 5:1-13 describes a com-
munity in crisis. Israel’s economy was 
in shambles. The labor force had been 
diverted to working on the wall. There 
was a famine, heavy taxation and high 
interest rates. People were mortgaging 
property to buy food, borrowing money 
to pay taxes and selling their children 
into slavery as collateral. Wealthy Jews 
were exploiting the less fortunate.

This lesson shows us ten ways Nehe-
miah dealt with conflict.  

1) He did not 
ignore the prob-
lem. As soon as the 
people complained 
to Nehemiah, he 
began to deal with 
it.  

2) He developed a righteous anger 
(Neh. 5:6).  

3) He was patient and demonstrated 
self-control (Neh. 5:6-7).  

4) He gave the situation serious 
thought (Neh. 5:7). Nehemiah calls a 
great assembly to confront the nobles 
and the officials who created the con-
flict to begin with (Neh. 5:7).  

5) He practiced a biblical model of 
confrontation (Neh. 5:7-9). Nehemiah 
did not have Matthew 18:15-17 to guide 

his approach. However, it is interest-
ing how his approach parallels Jesus’ 
model. 

6) He encouraged the fear of God 
(Neh. 5:9).  

7) He had them to consider their 
witness to others (Neh. 5:9). They were 
not to be a reproach to foreign enemies.  

8) He was an example (Neh. 5:10). 
Nehemiah was also guilty of making 
loans with interest.  

9) He encouraged proper restitution 
(Neh. 5:11).  

10) He demand-
ed accountability 
(Neh. 5:13). Shak-
ing out the fold of 
his garment was 

the ancient equivalent of emptying his 
pocket. This simple gesture was Nehe-
miah’s way of saying, “If you don’t do 
as you have promised, may God take 
away all of your possessions.”  

Nehemiah’s approach to this con-
flict was successful. We know this be-
cause of how this section ends, “Then 
the people did as they had promised” 
(Neh. 5:13). It was leadership’s respon-
sibility to protect the less fortunate. It 
was the leadership who set the bar and 
provided examples for others to follow.

“Sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words will never hurt me.” 
Wrong! Words have power and they 
can hurt. Sanballat was counting on 
this. He launched a war of words in the 
form of mockery at Nehemiah and the 
people of Israel.

Sanballat mocked Israel as a peo-
ple, “What are these pathetic Jews 
doing?”  He mocked their goal, “Can 
they restore it, by themselves?” He 
mocked their 
faith, “Will they 
offer sacrifices?” 
Sanballat mocked 
their plans, “Will 
they finish it?” 
He mocked their 
resources, “Can 
they bring these burnt stones back 
to life from the mounds of rubble?” 
(Neh. 4:2). Tobias mocked the qual-
ity of their work, “If a fox climbed up 
what they are building, he would break 
down their stone wall” (Neh. 4:3).  

Nehemiah prayed for God to deal 
with them. Martin Luther once said, 
“Work as if all depends on you; pray 
as if all depends on God.” Nehemiah 
prayed and the people worked until the 

Persist
Nehemiah 4:1-3, 6-9, 14-18 (hCSB)
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2 Samuel 20:1-2, 14-21 (hCSB)
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Protect
Nehemiah 5:1-13 (hCSB)
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2 Samuel 21:1-6, 10-14 (hCSB)
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Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is a member of Second 
Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and member of the men’s ministry. He also serves 
as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He has attended several universities and seminaries, including Wil-
liams Baptist College and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, 
master’s degrees in pastoral studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza  
Princeton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th centuries) of 
the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to work on a master’s degree in 
archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.
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