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WBC ministers through ‘aquaponics’
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – God has a 
way of bringing people together in 
a manner they could never expect.

When Bob Fielding, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
missions team member and Haiti 
project coordinator, arranged for 
Monel Jules, church planter and 
dean of the theology department 
at North Haiti Christian Univer-
sity (NHCU), to visit Williams 
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge, 
he had no way of knowing how 

God was about to work.
Fielding said the plan was for 

Jules – who is the ABSC’s partner 
in northern Haiti – to meet with 
Williams President Tom Jones and 
other Williams leaders about the 
possibility of establishing an aca-
demic partnership between the two 
schools, an idea that was birthed 
out of a mission trip the school had 
taken to NHCU. 

In the course of their meeting, 
Fielding felt God urging him to 
mention the possibility of using 
“aquaponics” for missions in Haiti 
– something Tom Ezell, a member 

of Compass Church in Batesville, 
had suggested to Fielding.

Aquaponics allows for a symbi-
otic relationship between fish and 
plants, where water is pumped 
from a fish tank through a veg-
etable grow bed and back into the 
fish tank. Bacteria breaks down 
the fish’s waste into nutrients for 
the plants, and the plants in turn 
clean the water that circulates 
back to the fish.

At the mention of aquaponics, 
Williams President Tom Jones 

See AQUAPONICS page 11

Alix Mesidor (left) and Dave-son Val (right), both of North Haiti Christian University, spent two weeks with Melissa Hobbs (center), associate profes-
sor of biology at Williams Baptist College in Walnut Ridge, learning about “aquaponics” at the college. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

‘Two D.O.G.’ aims to reach men with gospel
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

HARRISON – Retirement is often 
considered a finish line. After de-
cades of hard work, many people 
look forward to rest, relaxation 
and time to do things they didn’t 
have time to do during their years 
of employment, whether secular 
or sacred.

For Royce Sweatman, asso-
ciational missionary for North 
Arkansas Baptist Association in 
Harrison, his coming retirement 
has afforded the opportunity to 

pursue new and interesting ministry 
ideas he was too busy to act on 
when he was working.

When Sweatman re-
tires July 31, he and 
his prayer partner of 
18 years, Cocky Bar-
rett, will embark on 
a new journey in 
the form of their re-
cently formed men’s 
ministry called “Two 
D.O.G. Inc.”

Two D.O.G. Inc., 
which stands for “two dumb 
old guys,” was started as a way for 

Sweatman and Barrett, both mem-
bers of Trinity Baptist Church, 

Harrison, to use their love 
of the outdoors, hunting 

and fishing to reach 
boys and men with 
the gospel. The men 
have created a web-
site, www.2doginc.
com, where they post 
videos chronicling 

their outdoor adven-
tures and share their 

faith.
“The first one (video) on 

there is called ‘Deer Grace,’” said 

Sweatman. “That’s one about me 
letting a big eight-pointer walk. I 
give it grace. … I talk about how 
God gave me grace. Sometimes in 
life you see that big buck, but he is 
not the one you want to hang on 
the wall. I said, ‘You need to let 
him walk. That’s called grace. Let 
me tell you about how God gave 
me grace.’”

Having served as an association-
al missionary for the past 20 years, 
Sweatman has seen churches 
attempt to reach people with 

High court
rules for
Hobby Lobby
WASHINGTON – The Supreme 
Court has struck down a key man-
date of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), ruling for the first time 
“closely held” companies may ex-
ercise their religious opinions and 
conscientiously object to providing 
abortion-inducing contraceptives to 
employees through their health in-
surance plans. 

Writing for the majority in Bur-
well (Sebelius) v. Hobby Lobby 
on June 30, Justice Samuel Alito 
claimed the Religious Freedom Res-
toration Act (RFRA) provides indi-
vidually or family-owned businesses, 
such as Hobby Lobby, with protec-
tions against government mandates 
that violate religious conscience.

“Our responsibility is to enforce 
the RFRA as written, and under the 
standard the RFRA prescribes, the 
HHS (Health and Human services) 
contraceptive mandate is unlawful,” 
Alito wrote. In finding in favor of 
Hobby Lobby, the court affirmed 
the ruling of the 10th Circuit Court 
of Appeals and reversed the verdict 
of the 3rd Circuit. 

“The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
Hobby Lobby decision reaffirms one 
of the bedrock principles – freedom 
of religion – upon which America 
was founded,” said Larry Page, ex-
ecutive director of the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Council. “The 
U.S. Department of Heath and 
Human Services (HHS), under the 

See RULING page 11

See TWO D.O.G. page 3
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440 seniors answer call to prayer for revival
LITTLE ROCK – Since being orga-
nized as part of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s (ABSC) Prayer, 
Revival and Spiritual Awakening 
Task Force, the ABSC Senior Adult 
Prayer Force has seen an influx in 
participants, seniors who are pas-
sionate about working hard to bring 
about revival and spiritual awak-
ening in America and around the 
world.

Don Moore, former ABSC ex-
ecutive director, recently joined the 
ABSC executive and administrative 
team as a contract worker in order to 
better facilitate the mobilization of 
these Arkansas Baptist seniors. 

Over the past three months, nine 
church and associational meetings 
have resulted in 440 Arkansas Bap-
tist seniors making commitments in 
writing to pray daily for themselves, 
their pastors and their churches to 
experience revival.

“Senior adults are grasping the 
seriousness of the hour and com-
mitting to pray daily for revival and 
awakening. Nine church or associa-
tional groups have addressed this 
matter with a special emphasis,” said 
Moore.

“The seniors involved 
have been specifically 
challenged to pray week-
ly with another person 
or persons about this 
matter,” he said. “On a 
monthly basis they have 
been asked to pray with 
someone outside their fel-
lowship for God to send 
revival and awakening to 
our land.”

Moore emphasized that senior 
adults are wellaware of the crises 
faced by the nation and by churches. 

“As secular and anti-Christian 
forces wield a wider influence with 

most of our evangelical churches de-
clining, they realize that ‘church as 
usual’ will not stop the bleeding in 
the Body of Christ,” said Moore.  

“The children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren of these people 

are becoming victims of 
the godless culture that sur-
rounds them. … Aware that 
seven out of 10 young people 
18-29 years of age who have 
been reached by the church 
leave during this age span, 
they realize the options for 
reclaiming them are limited.”

Moore added, “The hope 
is not in another adjust-
ment to worship styles, slick 
programming, hyperactive 

ministries or dynamic personalities 
paraded before them. Such efforts 
have largely failed in the past.” 

Moore said the options are clear. 
“Only a supernatural move-

ment of God can save the day for 
the nation and for our churches. 
Such events in the past have been 
called ‘revival’ and ‘awakening.’ 
Before every great awakening, God 
has prompted a group of people to 
persevere in prayer until the heav-
ens open with showers of blessing. 
When Israel cried out to God, the 
Bible says, ‘He heard their cry and 
came down to deliver them,’ said 
Moore, referencing Exodus 3:7-8.

“Senior adults are crying out to 
God for Him to come down,” said 
Moore, going on to quote Isaiah 
64:1 (NIV), which says, “Oh, that 
you would rend the heavens and 
come down, that the mountains 
would tremble before you!”

A Senior Adult Prayer Gathering 
will be held at Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, Oct. 9-10.  
Space will be limited, and reserva-
tions are required, said Moore.

Moore

Children donate to Baptist Collegiate Ministry
RUSSELLVILLE – It’s not every day 
that you see a man with red, white 
and blue hair holding a sign by the 
street. But Jonathan Whitlock, stu-
dent and missions ministry pastor 
for Second Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, was supporting a good cause 
as he stood with his colorful hair 
on the site of the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) of Arkansas Tech 
University (ATU).

The sign he held announced to 
passersby, “2nd Baptist VBS Met 
Missions Offering Goal for ATU 
BCM.”

And it was true – actually, they ex-
ceeded their goal by three times the 
amount. Whitlock had challenged 
the children involved in his church’s 
vacation Bible school (VBS) to col-
lect money to donate to the ATU 
BCM building program. 

Darrel Ray, Baptist collegiate 
minister at ATU, explained that the 
building had experienced flooding 
six times in the last 10 years and 
so the decision was made to tear it 
down and rebuild farther back on 
the property. 

If the students collected $50, 
Whitlock promised he would dye his 
hair red. When they reached $100, 
he would add a blue stripe; and 
when they reached $150, he would 
add a white stripe. And once they 
surpassed $200, he would hold his 
sign at the BCM site for 30 minutes. 
Both children and adults donated 
to the offering, collecting more than 
$700 for the building program.

Whitlock’s church was not alone 
in their desire to bless the BCM. 
VBS participants at First Baptist 
Church, Dover, also donated their 
VBS offering to the building pro-
gram. They collected more than 
$2,000 – along with a few well-mean-
ing car wash and video game tokens.

“The VBS offering provides an 
opportunity to highlight a particular 
ministry – this year it was the ATU 

BCM,” said Daniel Johnson, minis-
ter to students at First Baptist. 

He said that although the offer-
ing is geared toward children, VBS 
is a churchwide event and therefore 
churchwide attention was drawn to 
this year’s offering recipient.

“The VBS offering also helps chil-
dren learn the importance of giving 
in a fun way. Children who learn the 
importance of generous giving while 
they are young are likely to carry that 
practice into adulthood,” he said, 
noting that while the VBS offering 
plays a part in 
that training, 
parents must 
instill the prac-
tice of giving in 
their children 
year-round in 
order for it to 
take root.

Ray said the 
gift was com-
pletely unsolic-
ited and came 
as a surprise.

“This offer-
ing was a total 
shock to me be-
cause I had no 
idea they were 
going to do 
this until after 
the events had 
taken place,” 
he said.

For Johnson and Whitlock, the 
gift has personal significance.

“Jonathan and I began our friend-
ship years ago through the ATU 
BCM and both have benefitted 
through Darrel’s tremendous min-
istry there,” Johnson said, adding 
that through the years, BCM stu-
dents and teams have served their 
churches by leading services, helping 
with Disciple Now events and much 
more. “The BCM ministry at ATU 
is strong, … but the loss of the build-

ing a few years ago due to repeated 
flooding and age has made minister-
ing at ATU all the more challeng-
ing.”

“One of the reasons why I did 
this was because of what an incred-
ible impact that ATU BCM had on 
my life while I was there,” said Whit-
lock. “My spiritual life skyrocketed. 
… This building serves as a tool in 
which to change lives. That’s why it’s 
such an important mission really.”

In order to help, the two friends 
have committed their church’s VBS 

offerings to 
the building 
program both 
this year and 
next year. 

“For many 
churches, the 
VBS offering 
provides an 
oppor tuni ty 
to give without 
impacting the 
general fund, 
so that made 
it an attrac-
tive option,” 
said Johnson. 
“Also, while 
the offering 
amount is 
nominal in 
c o mp a r i s o n 
to the total 
project cost, 

the opportunity to draw attention 
of potential donors to the ATU 
BCM building fund campaign was 
where we saw additional value. Fi-
nally, many of the children who are 
attending VBS in the River Valley 
as elementary schoolers will be stu-
dents at ATU over the course of the 
next six to 15 years. They will ben-
efit from the ministry they are now 
helping fund.”

Lynn Loyd, missions consultant 
for the ABSC collegiate and young 

leaders team, added, “It is crazy to 
think that these VBS children are 
investing in their own future! Many 
of these VBS children may someday 
be leaders in the ATU BCM or in a 
BCM on one of our other campuses. 
What a blessing for these churches 
and children to share their resources 
to help reach college students they 
will never meet.”

Johnson said the children’s reac-
tion to the idea of donating to the 
building program was one of enthu-
siasm.

“Every year our kids love compet-
ing against each other in the VBS of-
fering,” he said. “The offering com-
petition provided a great opportuni-
ty to explain what the BCM ministry 
is all about to kids and parents who 
have driven by the BCM building, 
now building site, for years. Many of 
our adults involved were excited to 
learn of the plan to reconstruct the 
ATU BCM building. With a school 
growing as quickly as Arkansas Tech 
is growing, it is imperative that the 
BCM facility be replaced as quickly 
as possible to enable optimal minis-
try to this expanding student body.”

Johnson and Whitlock are en-
couraging other churches to get 
involved as well, and Johnson said 
several churches have expressed in-
terest either in donating at least a 
portion of their VBS offerings or in 
participating in awareness/fundrais-
ing strategies that better suit their 
church context.

Jim Huffman, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Pottsville, said his 
church plans to donate their VBS 
offerings to the cause.

“We want to support Bro. Darrel 
and the BCM,” he said. “We want 
to get the building built. We’ve been 
praying that will happen soon.”

For more information about the 
ATU BCM’s building campaign, 
visit http://atubcm.com/atu-bcm-
building-project.

Jonathan Whitlock, student and missions pastor for 
Second Baptist Church, Russellvile, fulfils his promise 
to VBS participants, that, if they met their VBS offering 
goals, he would dye his hair and stand by the street 
with a sign announcing their achievement.
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JoyWorks instills ‘passion about worship’
ARKADELPHIA – One hundred 
forty campers took part June 24-27 
in JoyWorks, a worship arts camp for 
children completing fourth through 
sixth grades. Five people made salva-
tion decisions, and 27 rededicated 
their lives.

Larry Grayson, ABSC evange-
lism and church health team mem-
ber, said the purpose of JoyWorks, 
which was held at Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, is to “in-
fuse” students with “passion about 
worship.”

“The students do incredibly fun 
and creative things that allow them 
to use their gifts for God,” he said. 
“Since many churches do not have 
children’s choir or children’s wor-
ship ministries, this provides an op-
portunity for those children to expe-
rience it!”

Diane Dawson, chapel worship 

coordinator at The People’s Church 
in Franklin, Tenn., served as choir 
director. Heath Bryant, minister to 
children at Cross Church, Spring-
dale, served as camp pastor; and 
Colt Landreth, minister 
of worship at First Baptist 
Church, Marion, served as 
camp worship leader.

The theme was Get Reel, 
based on the key verse Co-
lossians 3:2-3, and the 
camp offered tracks titled 
“Lights!” “Camera!” “Ac-
tion!” and “Soundtrack!” 
Students learned a variety 
of skills, including how to 
light a set, compose music 
and use a camera.

Participants were able to share 
their God-given talents in music, 
drama and visual arts, said Grayson.

“It was a great year!” 

Grayson said. 
“Even if a child thought he didn’t 

like singing, they had an amazing 
time under Diane’s energetic and 
creative leadership. It was a great 

investment in these young 
worshippers!” 

PraiseWorks, a worship 
arts camp for students who 
have completed grades 
seven through 12, will 
take place at Ouachita July 
14-18. The camp allows 
students to choose from 
tracks focused on a variety 
of media, including drama, 
art, graphic design, stomp, 
video production, guitar 
and drums.

JoyWorks and PraiseWorks 
are Cooperative Program minis-
tries of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention.

Grayson

continued from page one
TWO D.O.G.
numerous strategies. Based on per-
sonal experience and recognized 
statistics, he came to the conclusion 
that the most effective way to reach 
people is to reach families, Sweat-
man said, and the best way to reach 
families is by reaching the men who 
are the leaders of those families.

“We’re just trying to get some 
hooks out in the water to let guys 
know. … Too long we’ve been try-
ing to reach the children. We’ve put 
bus ministries together and every-
thing. And we’ve probably got 10 
percent of the families in church,” 
said Sweatman. “And then we did 
women’s ministry together all over 
the country, and we probably got 30 
percent of the husbands. But if we 
get men, I believe we can get 100 
percent to bring their families, once 
they commit their life and follow 
Christ.”

Two years ago Sarasota Baptist 
Church in Sarasota, Fla., called 
Sweatman and asked him if he 
would come to their church and 
host a wild game dinner. Sweatman 
told the church he would host the 
event but that he wanted Barrett to 
come along as the co-host.

At the end of the dinner, 63 men 
prayed to receive Christ. It was the 
biggest one-day event Sarasota Bap-
tist had ever had.

“At that time, we started thinking, 
‘Maybe this is something God would 
want us to do after we retire,’” said 
Sweatman.

Two D.O.G. Inc. will go into full-
swing in August when Sweatman 
has more time to pursue engage-
ments at churches and elsewhere. 
However, the organization has been 
active as the entertainment for wild 
game dinners and other men’s 
group meetings across Arkansas. In 
late April, Sweatman and Barrett 
were the guest speakers for White 
River Baptist Association’s Wild 
Game Feast 2014 held at the Baxter 

County Fairgrounds.
During their show, in addition 

to speaking and sharing stories, the 
men highlighted man’s need for a 
Savior through, often humorous, 
videos from their hunting and fish-
ing adventures.

“We will talk about, ‘Have you 
ever really made a dumb mistake 
in your life?’ And everybody goes, 
‘Yeah, yeah.’ ‘Well let us tell you 
about one,’” said Sweatman. “We 
show them a video called ‘Record 
Over.’ We show ourselves in a deer 
stand, and we have a 10-pointer out 
there and I’m about to shoot it and 
the battery dies.”

Sweatman added, “We just tell 
stories like that, back and forth, 
about the things we’ve done, and 
the men enjoy laughing and having a 
good time. And at the end, we share 
the gospel and how you can come to 
know Christ. It’s just a hook.”

After retiring, Sweatman said his 
goal is for Two D.O.G. to be booked 
somewhere each weekend and that 
he and Barrett will be continuing 
to produce new videos and other 

content for their show in order to 
continue to make it better and more 
effective in reaching men for Christ.

During 20 years as associational 
missionary for the North Arkansas 
Baptist Association, Sweatman has 
had a hand in starting 17 churches, 
has seen 10 people called to the in-
ternational mission field, has built 
a state-of-the-art disaster relief unit 
and has acquired two large block 
party trailers that are constantly 
used by the 59 churches in the four 
counties (Boone, Carroll, Newton 
and Searcy) served by the associa-
tion.

“I’ve enjoyed my ministry, but 
I feel like it is time to try some-
thing else and step out. This (Two 
D.O.G.) is going to be the next idea 
in my life,” said Sweatman. “We are 
hoping that things will take off, … 
and hopefully if we get written up 
in the Baptist press, maybe some of 
these churches that are looking for 
some guys to come and speak will 
maybe give us a chance.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at caleb@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Cocky Barrett (left) and Royce Sweatman, associational missionary for the North Arkansas Baptist 
Association in Harrison, who are friends, prayer partners and members of Trinity Baptist Church, 
Harrison, recently founded Two D.O.G. Inc., which stands for ‘Two Dumb Old Guys,’ as a men’s ministry 
revolving around their passion for the sharing the gospel, hunting and fishing.

Pro-gay SBC pastor 
praised by Obama
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
Los Angeles-area Baptist pastor 
whose church split after he an-
nounced he no longer believes 
all homosexual acts are sinful 
was President Barack Obama’s 
guest at the White House LGBT 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender) Pride Month reception 
June 30. Danny Cortez, pas-
tor of New Heart Community 
Church in La Mirada, Calif., 
attended the reception with his 
son Drew, who Cortez said in a 
Feb. 9 sermon is gay. At the re-
ception, Obama acknowledged 
open homosexuals serving in 
his administration and said 11 
openly gay federal judges have 
been confirmed by the Senate, 
including 10 during his terms.

ACP gives important
church ‘report card ‘
NASHVILLE (BP) – The An-
nual Church Profile (ACP) 
provides an annual snapshot of 
the impact Southern Baptists 
are making through their local 
churches in penetrating their 
communities with the gospel, 
according to SBC leaders. In 
2013 Southern Baptists re-
corded a record number 46,125 
churches, with an additional 
4,789 church-type missions, for 
a total of nearly 51,000 congre-
gations. The ACP gives pastors 
an annual “report card” to give 
themselves “a clearer picture of 
where they are,” said Frank S. 
Page, president of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee.

Judge orders Caner 
to repay $34K in fees
LYNCHBURG, Va. – District 
Court Judge Norman K. Moon 
has ordered Ergun Caner, presi-
dent of Brewton-Parker College 
in Mount Vernon, Ga., and 
former president of Liberty 
University, to pay $34,389.59 
in attorney fees incurred by a 
former Liberty student, Jona-
than Autry. Caner sued Autry 
for alleged copyright infringe-
ment after Autry posted videos 
of Caner sharing his testimony 
to Marines and claiming to 
have been trained as an Islamic 
jihadist. In his opinion July 1, 
the judge said Caner’s conduct 
“strongly suggests that Plaintiff 
cared more about protecting 
himself from criticism and ha-
rassing his critics than protect-
ing his alleged copyrights.”
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– if used in the right way. 
But a state newspaper is impor-

tant for many other reasons. It is 
important to keep Arkansas Bap-
tists up-to-date on the work and ac-
tions of the state convention Execu-
tive Board and staff. 

Thankfully, 
Arkansas Baptists 
have been blessed 
throughout the 
years with confi-
dent, committed 
and highly focused 
state staff, who 
keep the churches 
– where the real 
ministry happens – 

their utmost priority. 
We all know the work of the 

church is changing, along with dra-
matic changes in our society and 
government. As in the past, there is 
a need to educate Arkansas Baptists 
to this change so they can take the 
appropriate course of action.  

I’ve been told and heard it said 
many times, “No one can define 
you but you!”

You have a great state Baptist 
newspaper!

I can say that not because I 
am the editor, or because of the 
wonderful staff employed there or 
because of the committed board of 
directors who faithfully give of their 
time to serve 
there. 

The Arkansas 
Baptist News 
(ABN) is great 
because of Ar-
kansas Baptists 
who had the 
forethought and 
wisdom to estab-
lish an official 
voice for Baptists in Arkansas via 
action of convention in Paragould 
in 1901. 

Having a voice for Arkansas Bap-
tists living and serving the Lord in 
the Natural State is vitally impor-
tant. I can’t count the times I’ve 
talked to readers telling me how a 
story or photo about God’s work 
across the state inspired them.  

Information, of course, is power 

No one defines you but you!
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A lesson in First Amendment freedom
The U.S. Supreme Court has 

given the Obama administra-
tion – and hopefully the world – 
a lesson in the first freedom: The 
government cannot, and must 
not, require people of faith to vio-
late their sincerely held beliefs.

The June 30 ruling in favor of 
Hobby Lobby 
and Cones-
toga Wood 
Specialties 
underscores 
religious liberty 
as our “first 
freedom.” The 
freedom to ex-
ercise religion, 
enshrined in 
our Constitution’s Bill of Rights, 
is the freedom from which all of 
our other freedoms flow.

This decision concerns only 
the contraceptive mandate in 
Obamacare and should not be 
understood to mean that all in-
surance mandates, such as blood 
transfusions or vaccinations, nec-
essarily fail if they conflict with 

an employer’s religious beliefs.
A LifeWay Research study in 

November 2012, however, showed 
that most Americans supported 
mandatory contraception cover-
age through Obamacare. In other 
words, the Supreme Court has seen 
a religious freedom issue where 

Americans do not; 
the majority of 
Americans are on 
the other side of 
the Hobby Lobby 
ruling.

Perhaps it is help-
ful to note that this 
isn’t simply a “free-
dom to worship” 

issue; it is a “freedom of religion” 
issue. It has become quite common 
to hear the debate framed in terms 
of “freedom to worship,” a subtle 
but not inconsequential change in 
the DNA of “freedom of religion” 
protected in our Constitution. Reli-
gion (faith) belongs to every sphere 
of life, rather than a singular identi-
fiable activity engaged or performed 
in a limited portion of life.

Earlier this year, a Pew Research 
study showed the U.S. government 
is increasingly hostile to religious 
liberty in this country. It is not per-
secution, but it is an encroachment 
of religious freedom. And, in spite 
of the media’s – and some ‘progres-
sive Christians’ – dismissal of the 
issue, our LifeWay Research study 
showed the majority of Americans 
and the vast majority of its Protes-
tant pastors believe religious liberty 
is on the decline.

So, where do we go from here? I 
suggest four things to consider.

1. Understand the shift in our 
culture. The subtle loss of religious 
liberty in this country is connected 
to a broader, deeper issue in our 
society. If there’s anything we 
should take away from the Supreme 
Court ruling it is this: The ruling 
simply does not match the will of 
the people in the United States. 
Most Americans are not as passion-
ate about the religious liberty issue 
(when connected to contraception, 
even abortifacient contraception) as 
most evangelicals and conservative 
Catholics. Thankfully, the Supreme 

Court is showing more concern 
about the potential loss of reli-
gious freedom than the average 
American (and some evangeli-
cals).

2. Pray for rulers and those in 
authority. Did you pray for the 
Supreme Court in this case? Did 
you pray for the President? Or 
did you just post your opinion on 
Facebook? The Bible commands 
the former and does not mention 
the latter.

Let’s pray for our Supreme 
Court members as they continue 
to wrestle through complicated 
issues of ethics and morality. Let’s 
pray they continue to defend our 
freedoms enshrined in the Con-
stitution. Let’s pray for President 
Barack Obama and his adminis-
tration that they will embrace the 
cause of religious liberty for all 
Americans, including evangelicals 
like the Green family, Hobby 
Lobby’s founders. Let’s pray for 
our neighbors and friends who 

As I grow older, I know that to be 
true. It’s time for Southern Baptists 
in Arkansas to serve with boldness 
and tenacity, seeking to reach our 
state and nation for Jesus Christ 
while there is still time. The ABN
will be here to cheer us on to great-

er heights of missions and ministry.
No one defines us but us! 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to see the 
next great revival and awakening 
start right here in Arkansas, right 
now! 

May God grant us this privilege!

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

VIEWPOINT

   Ed Stetzer

See FREEDOM page 6

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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Successful ministry evangelism
The argument continues. Many pastors and church 

leaders are convinced that ministry evangelism is by 
far the most effective approach to reaching people with 
the gospel, while others are convinced that it is a waste 
of time, money and effort. I have found that ministry 
evangelism is extremely successful if the following prin-
ciples are followed:

(1) Focus on meeting a need, rather than developing 
a program. A pastor recently lamented to me, “Food 
closets just don’t work. Much of the food expires before 
we can get it out the door.” After a 
brief conversation, it became clear 
that in his community, there just was 
not much need for a food distribu-
tion ministry. If the church is going 
to follow the example of Jesus and 
meet people at their point of need, it 
is important to first identify and un-
derstand the needs. Resist the temp-
tation to just see what another church 
is doing and implement their program at your church.

(2) Identify the passions and giftedness of your 
church members. Before the foundation of the world, 
God knew who your community would be in 2014, and 
He knew what it would take to reach them with the 
gospel. Therefore, He created the necessary people with 
specially designed gifts, skills, talents and passions to 
meet individuals at their points of need. The very best 
approach to making Christ known in your community 
is to utilize your church members according to their 
strengths and passions. If you have a good number of 
runners in your church, consider sponsoring a 5K, 10K 
or a half-marathon. If there are lots “handymen” in 
your church, utilize their abilities for intentional evan-
gelism. If there are several musicians and artists in your 
church, consider creative ways to utilize those gifts and 
passions to communicate the gospel.

(3) Connect the church’s strengths and passions to 
the community needs. Several years ago, while pastor-
ing a church in Georgia, a church member approached 
me about wanting to start a “bread for life” outreach 
ministry at the church. She passionately explained to 
me both the joys and the health benefits of grinding 
one’s own wheat and baking one’s own bread. She 
had also carefully thought through multiple ways to 
share the gospel utilizing bread analogies. I cheered 
her on. Following weeks of publicity, promotion and 

advertising, only three people showed 
up for the first event. Two of them 
were church members who were 
there to be supportive, and the third 
was a woman from Colorado who 
had moved to north Georgia with 
the hopes of opening a health food 
store that failed after the first year. 
The problem? Just as this was not the 
“type” of community for a thriving 

health food store, this was not the “type” of community 
to really see or understand – much less be passionate 
about – spending extra time and effort to grind wheat 
when one can just go to Walmart and buy it. In this 
case, passions did not connect with needs.

(4) Determine how, when and where you will pres-
ent the gospel through your ministry evangelism 
effort. If you are not sharing the gospel, it is just “min-
istry” – not “ministry evangelism.” I hear people often 
say they just want to begin by “introducing them to the 
love of Jesus.” Remember, “God demonstrated His love 
in this … Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8, paraphrase). 
Present the gospel! This does not mean you have to 
“preach.” Be loving, be conversational, be genuine, be 
authentic, be relevant – but, by all means, share the 
gospel.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

My limited understanding

Uncovered
dish

Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask

Human anger takes many 
shapes, from verbal out-

bursts to emotional withdrawal. 
Since anger is both natural 
and normal, there will be times 
when people get angry, even at 
God. The Bible has several ex-
amples.

Jeremiah frequently shared 
with God his raw emotions. He 
once accused God of deceiving 
him (Jer. 20:7), and wondered 
why the righteous failed while 
the wicked 
prospered (Jer. 
12:1).  

Habakkuk 
not only was 
upset with 
the Israelites’ 
continued 
wickedness, 
he was also 
angry at how 
God planned to deal with it. Ha-
bakkuk did not want the Baby-
lonians to bring about Israel’s 
repentance.

Jonah was angry with God be-
cause God was too loving (Jonah 
4:2). He did not want the Assyr-
ians to receive God’s love, and 
he became furious when they 
had an opportunity to repent.

Job was upset with God. He 
could not understand why he 
suffered so much. What made 
matters worse, there were oth-
ers who were wicked, yet still 
received God’s blessings (Job 
21:7-21). 

There are more “Psalms of la-
ment” than any other category. 
In them, the writer pours out 
his heart to God about his 
feelings of abandonment and 
remorse.  

Although many in the Bible 
were angry with God, none of 
them abandoned God, and God 
did not abandon them. God 
did not always respond to their 
anger, but He did allow them 
to express it. Consequently, it 
helped them process their feel-
ings, and it provided them a 
positive outlet to deal with their 
anger. Often their anger turned 
into praise (Psa. 13; Hab. 3:17-
19).

It is OK to be angry at God, 
but God does not want His fol-
lowers to stay angry with Him. 
Through communion and com-
munication, the anger hopefully 
will dissipate, and believers will 
learn to trust Him fully. That’s 
what prayer is all about.

Ken Gore is chairman of the 
department of Christian studies at 
Williams Baptist College. “Baptists 
Ask” is reader-driven. Questions 
about religion, biblical interpreta-
tion and theology are always wel-
come. To submit a question, email it 
to tim@arkansasbapist.org.

Is it OK to be angry at God?

Answering
his cAll

Eric Ramsey

M y daughters recently asked for summer robes. 
Because my children love homemade things, I 

plunged into the depths of my fabric stash in hopes of 
finding the perfect fabric for this project. I discovered 
two pieces of fabric the girls loved and that, if I’d read 
the pattern correctly, would be just the right size. 

And that is where my plan fell apart. 
You see, I had not read the pat-

tern correctly. In fact, my fabric 
supply fell far short of the required 
amount. While a trip to the fabric 
store might have been the easiest 
solution, this stubborn mama was 
determined to make it work anyway. 

I needed to shorten the sleeves 
for summer wear. The pockets were 
definitely unnecessary. The overall 
length could be reduced. But no matter what I did, the 
adjustments just weren’t enough. There seemed to be 
no possible way to effectively utilize every inch of fabric. 

My sewing time was up. I folded everything and set it 
aside. Perhaps a trip to the fabric store could be worked 
into the schedule soon because there could not possibly 
be a solution to my puzzle. 

For the next few days, that fabric stared at me from 
the end of my ironing board. I finally stopped one after-
noon and sent up a quick prayer. 

“Lord, is there any way I can make this work?” 
Wouldn’t you know, another solution occurred to 

me the next day! I pulled everything back out, folded 
the fabric a different way and tried again. The new plan 
worked, and the girls were well on their way to possess-
ing brand-new robes. 

All too often, I face the challenges and puzzles of my 
life just as I faced those two pieces of 
fabric. I stubbornly problem solve until 
I am convinced there is just no solu-
tion to be had. I cannot see it plainly 
in front of me, based on all of my 
“vast” knowledge and experience. So, 
the solution must not exist. 

Oh how God longs to open my 
eyes to understanding far beyond my 
knowledge and experience! But I fail to 

seek His counsel. I think sometimes He puts little prob-
lems like this fabric dilemma in my path, just to remind 
me of my neglect. If I cannot practice turning to Him 
for these little details, how will I remember to seek His 
wisdom and understanding in the true challenges? 

Our vision is so limited by the little boxes of our 
minds. But God’s vision is limitless. His understanding 
is boundless. Will you join me in seeking His solutions?

Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 
Church, Almyra. Read her blog at www.annehibbard.com.

Gore

letter

Who will pay for this?

Do compassionate 
Southern Baptists and 
other evangelicals who 
favor open borders and 
amnesty for illegals have 
no compassion for American citi-
zens who are not working because 
they cannot compete with illegals 

who work for far less?
Who will pay for all this? 

American taxpayers – more 
and more of whom cannot 
find jobs? With loans from 
China? How long before the 
American dollar is no longer 

acceptable and our economy col-
lapses under the strain of a debt we 
cannot pay?

Instead of forcing overburdened 
American taxpayers to pay for the 
breaking of our own laws, those 
who favor such lawlessness should 
themselves take care of the illegals 
– just as the Good Shepherd did – 
who are flooding our borders and 
will destroy our economy and our 
country. 

Gwen Carpenter, Magnolia
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do not yet know Jesus, that the rul-
ing will prompt discussion about 
morality and its source, the Jesus of 
the Bible.

3. Engage in mission. We contin-
ue to have the opportunity to impact 
our culture as agents of God’s king-

Super Summer camp reaches thousands
ARKADELPHIA – Each summer, 
students from across Arkansas 
and surrounding states flood the 
Ouachita Baptist University campus 
in Arkadelphia to attend a camp 
many students describe as unforget-
table and life-changing. 

Super Summer Arkansas, spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), has served as 
a key leadership, discipleship and 
evangelism camp for the last three 
decades. While Super Summer is 
filled with brightly colored T-shirts, 
cheering and recreation, the heart 
behind Super Summer is to see stu-
dents put their faith in Jesus Christ 
and then to equip them to live the 
Christian life by teaching biblical 
principles and theology.

Super Summer is divided into 
two camps. Super Summer JV, for 
students who have completed sixth 
through eighth grades, was held 
June 14-17. The camp for senior high 
students, those completing ninth 
grade through graduated seniors, 
was held June 17-21.

This year’s theme was Switch, 
with the focus verse of John 3:30, 
which says, “He must increase, but I 
must decrease.” 

Wade Morris, a Birmingham, 
Ala., native, was the camp speaker, 
and worship was led by the band Cit-
izen Way. More than 1,300 students, 
adults and college staffers attended 
each camp. There were more than 
200 salvations and 300-plus deci-
sions for recommitment, along with 

continued from page 4
freedom

many other changed lives.
“Our prayer going into this year’s 

camp was for God to do more than 
we could imagine,” said Warren Ga-
saway, ABSC evangelism and church 
health team member and executive 
director of Super Summer, refer-
ring to Ephesians 3:20. “And He is. 
We are hearing stories from many 
churches post-camp that indicate a 
spark of revival, which is what we 
so desperately need. With 2,700 
people represented from more than  
100 churches, we hope for churches 
to be greatly impacted.”  

Moira Manes, a volunteer college 

dom. Even though we don’t have the 
cultural influence we once enjoyed, 
we are free to influence through the 
proclamation and power of the Gos-
pel.

The answer to the decline of re-
ligious freedom and the change in 
the moral climate is not found in 
waging incessant cultural wars filled 
with rage at our changing culture. 
Simply put, you can’t hate a people 
and reach a people at the same time.

The biggest problem with our sec-
ular neighbors and co-workers isn’t 
that they don’t share our biblically 
grounded morality. It’s that they 
have not yet experienced the grace 
and love of Jesus in saving faith. 
Let’s live on mission so they might.

4. Use the freedom we have. It’s 
easy to lose sight of the big picture 
– we still have great freedom here 
while Christians around the world 
are being killed for converting. Our 

freedom is eroding, but it’s still 
enormous. Let’s live like it.

Let’s live like resurrection people, 
adorning the gospel with lives of 
grace. Even in our passion to defend 
freedoms increasingly at risk, let’s 
remind ourselves this generation is 
desperately in need of the love of 
Christ, lived and shared.

Ed Stetzer is president of LifeWay Re-
search and pastor of Grace Church in 
Hendersonville, Tenn.

THE ARKANSAS Master’Singers 
re cen t l y  awarded  the 
Master’Singers Memorial Scholar-
ship to Caleb Reynolds. 

Reynolds is currently a student 
at Arkansas Tech Univer-
sity where he just com-
pleted his freshman year 
as a vocal major in music 
education. 

After attending college, 
Reynolds plans to attend 
seminary where he will 
pursue a church music de-
gree. 

This past year, Reyn-
olds has helped lead worship for 
the Arkansas Tech Baptist Colle-
giate Ministry and the First Baptist 
Church, Dardanelle, youth and 
college programs. He was licensed 
into the ministry at Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot Springs, in 
May. This summer he is serving as 
the junior high worship leader at 

Camp Siloam in Siloam Springs. 
Scholarship recipients are cho-

sen based on a number of criteria. 
The person must be pursuing a 
full-time call to vocational music/

worship ministry, main-
tain a minimum 2.5 GPA 
and be involved in local 
church ministry. 

“The number of ap-
plicants grows each year,” 
said Larry Grayson, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Con-
vention evangelism and 
church health team mem-
ber.

Funds from the scholarship are 
provided by “love offerings” from 
Master’Singers Concerts of Wor-
ship, said Grayson. 

The Arkansas Master’Singers are 
ministers of music/worship lead-
ers, directors, accompanists, choir 
leaders, pastors and staff members 
from Arkansas Baptist churches.

master’Singers award 
annual scholarship

staffers, said, “Super Summer is a 
place where everyone is crazy and 
wild and it’s all for Jesus! It’s a fam-
ily of thousands of people who love 
one another as Christ loved us. It’s 
truly an amazing place.” 

Robley McDonald, another staff-
er, added, “I’ve never seen anything 

like it, because God moves so mas-
sively.”

Evening worship services were 
streamed online. 

“We wanted to make the services 
available to those who could not at-
tend in person,” said Paul Bradley, 
registrar for Super Summer Arkan-
sas. “We want parents, grandparents 
and friends to have the opportunity 
to see what the campers are experi-
encing. We see it as another tool by 
which people can hear the gospel. 
In fact, a woman watching the live 
stream called someone attending the 
camp after the service was over and 
prayed to receive Christ for the first 
time. That’s why we do it.”

“Super Summer is always the 
highlight of the year for me because 
I get to see God’s Spirit move in the 
lives of students and young adults,” 
said Alex Crawford, a staffer from 
Vilonia. 

“As a staffer, I have the oppor-
tunity to lead some of these young 
men, and God blesses me more than 
I can imagine!”

In 2015, Super Summer JV is 
scheduled for June 20-23, and the 
senior high camp is scheduled for 
June 23–27.

Thousands of students attended Super Summer Arkansas and hundreds made decisions. 

omU event draws crowd
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Partici-
pation in this year’s Office Ministry 
University (OMU) – an event spon-
sored by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) for the purpose 
of helping ministry assistants achieve 
excellence in their jobs – almost dou-
ble from last year’s participation.

About 140 people – representing 
81 churches and 10 associations – at-
tended the event this year, compared 
to almost 80 last year. 

The event was held June 19 at Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock. Andrea Lennon, Arkansas 
Baptist and founder of True Vine 
Ministry, spoke in the main sessions,  
and Larry Grayson, ABSC evange-
lism and church health team mem-
ber, led worship. Other speakers led 
breakout sessions on topics such as 

putting together electronic newslet-
ters, dealing with difficult people and 
situations, managing time and using 
social media.

“This year’s OMU exceeded our 
expectations!” said Denny Wright, 
ABSC executive and administrative 
team member. “The worship lifted 
spirits, and the training sessions were 
extremely well received.”

Stephanie Copes, ministry assis-
tant at South Main Baptist Church, 
Crossett, attended the event and en-
joyed it. She said she learned several 
practical tips, such as a more efficient 
way to use QuickBooks.

“Overall this was a success in my 
book I got to meet other ladies and 
get feedback from them and how or 
what they are doing that can help 
me,” she said.

Reynolds
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Williamson retires after 30 years as Spradling pastor
FORT SMITH – Spradling Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, held a retire-
ment reception May 11 for Ron 
Williamson, who 
has served as their 
pastor for more than 
30 years.

“When people 
ask, ‘How have you 
been able to stay in 
one church for 32 
years?’ I always reply 
the same way: ‘It’s 
not me; it’s them.’ 
Spradling folks love 
the Lord so it is easy 
for them to serve 
Him and others,” said Williamson.

Karen Dodd, member of Spra-
dling Baptist, reminisced about 
having Williamson as her pastor 

through the years. He was there to 
baptize her children, husband and 
son-in-law; to perform her daugh-

ter’s wedding and 
attend her son’s 
wedding, and to 
grieve with her 
family in the loss 
of loved ones and 
perform their fu-
neral services.

“It is hard to 
express through 
words what these 
actions meant to 

me, but Bro. Ron 
and Betty (his wife) 

are more than just a preacher – and 
Betty as my Sunday school teacher 
for many years. He has been our 
shepherd and friend,” Dodd said.

Ron and Betty Williamson

ABSC ‘Cruise’ road captain dies

Fellow church member Jan Col-
vett also has shared both good and 
bad times with Williamson and al-
ways saw his “servant’s loving heart” 
through it all. 

“Although he is no longer our 
pastor, he will always be considered 
our family and very good friend,” 
she said.

Charles Suratt, also a church 
member, said, “Bro. Ronnie and 
Betty will be greatly missed, and we 
wish them the best in health and 
their continued service in the Lord’s 
work and enlargement of His king-
dom.” 

Williamson said he and his wife 
would still be in full-time service if it 
weren’t for health concerns. She has 
Parkinson’s disease.

“God has another plan for us, 

and He will reveal it in His time,” 
he said. 

“We feel so blessed to serve the 
Lord for almost 40 years.”

PEARCY – Brian T. Phelps, 53, of 
Pearcy – road captain of the 
2012 and 2013 Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention state-
wide pastor and church staff 
motorcycle cruises – died 
June 26.

Phelps was born Feb. 9, 
1961, in Sumner, Iowa, to 
Gene Phelps and Constance 
Young Phelps. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Trinity Uni-

versity in San Antonio. Phelps was 
employed at Dan’s Whetstones 
in Pearcy. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Janet; his parents; a sister, Paige 
Feddema; two nieces, Alison 
Harkness and Ashley Wulf and 
her son, Link; aunts; uncles; 
cousins, and friends. 

A memorial service was held 
July 5 at LakePointe (Lutheran) 

Church in Hot Springs.

Phelps
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How to spiritually prepare youth to start college
Michael Sandusky
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

EVERY YEAR the Arkansas Dem-
ocrat-Gazette newspaper publishes 
an article about how academically 
prepared or unprepared high school 
graduates are for college. There has 
been great concern for preparing stu-
dents for the next level of education, 
and both parents and students take 
great measures to ensure that they 
are adequately prepared. However, 
there may be a more urgent concern. 
Are our youth prepared spiritually for 
college?

A majority of high school gradu-
ates in Arkansas come from small 
schools. Granted, every high school, 
regardless of size, has issues when 
it comes to worldliness, but it is 
small in stature compared to what 
they will face in the university world. 
College freshmen are inundated 
with in-your-face sexual immorality, 
drugs and a large party scene. In ad-
dition, they are confronted with is-
sues of faith when they encounter 
very secular philosophies from pro-
fessors and other students, people 
of other world religions and people 
who strongly oppose Christian views 
and values. Often our high school 
graduates are just not prepared to 
face this kind of world spiritually.

During recent discussions with a 
group of college freshmen that had 
just completed their 
first semester, 
many admit-
ted they were 
not prepared 
for what 
they en-
countered 
on the col-
lege campus. 
Many of them 
were trying to 
establish spiritual 
habits that would 
help them survive and learn how 
to defend their faith not only in 
the resident halls, but in the class-
room as well. Many of them all left 
trying to discover what they actu-
ally believe and exactly what their 

faith is based upon.
So how do we, as parents, and as 

a church, prepare students for uni-
versity life? The first line of thought 
is that we need to realize the harsh 
realities of this generation. It is esti-
mated that less than 10 percent of 
the college generation are believers. 
To send a Christian student to col-
lege unprepared spiritually is per-
haps far worse than sending them 

unprepared aca-
demically. 
Both could 
end up in 

failure. Just 
as we would not send 

someone unprepared to 
war, we should not send 
our youth unprepared 
for the spiritual war they 
are going to encounter 

on the college campus.
Here are some 

thoughts on how to help 
prepare high school seniors for that 
first year at college.

Stress the importance of strong 
spiritual habits. It is staggering 
how many students are not consis-
tently in the Bible each day. It is a 

See PREPARE page 9
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continued from page 8
PREPARE
guarantee that students are going to 
have a very difficult time surviving 
in college spiritually apart from hav-
ing a consistent time in the Word 
of God. In addition, helping them 
develop a strong prayer life is vital.

Finding a strong church fam-
ily the first couple of weeks at col-
lege is also important. It has been 
stated by many that college students 
tend to wander from church dur-
ing the first year of college. Help-
ing them find that church home 

before they actually leave could pay 
huge dividends in the life of your  
first-year college student.

Many students are encouraged by 
youth and other church leaders to 
develop healthy spiritual disciplines, 
but are they told why this is neces-
sary? High school seniors need to 
understand that by developing these 
habits they are preparing to stand 
firm in a world that has a totally dif-
ferent philosophy.

Help them develop a Christ-
centered worldview. Many college 
students come to the campus not  

See PREPARE page 10
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knowing what they believe or why 
they believe in what they do believe. 
As young people enter into the arena 
of the university classroom, they can 
become easy fodder for professors 
who may be pushing a worldly phi-
losophy. It is also true that profes-
sors can be known to target believers 
and challenge them on their faith. 
During that final year for 
a youth, they need to be 
led in developing a bibli-
cally sound worldview so 
that they will be able to 
stand firm upon the te-
nets of their faith.

Instruct them in 
world religions. When 
students arrive on the col-
lege campus, they are not 
just entering a worldly 
environment, they are lit-
erally entering the world. 
Arkansas campuses are 
well-represented when it comes to 
an international presence. Students 
from the Middle East, the Pacific 
Rim, Asia and many other regions 
are coming to Arkansas for higher 
education. For many students, this 
may be their first encounter with an 
international student. With them, 
these international students bring 
different world religions. Our youth 

continued from page 9
PREPARE are walking side by side other stu-

dents from around the world. They 
need to understand what these 
other cultures believe and, more im-
portantly, how to reach them with 
the gospel.

Prepare them to know what the 
Bible has to say about sex. This is 
often a hot topic even in high school, 
but it is escalated on the university 
level. There is a very open mindset 
among students when it comes to 
sex, and it is next to impossible to 

avoid it at college. There 
are pressures from both 
genders to be involved 
in “casual sex” as well as 
a larger community of 
the homosexual lifestyle. 
Freshmen are definitely 
not unaware, but they are 
definitely unprepared for 
the magnitude and open-
ness of the sexual envi-
ronment. Students need 
to be grounded in God’s 
plan for them sexually (1 
Thess. 4:3-4).

How prepared are your youth for 
college? We need to be very inten-
tional in preparing our seniors to 
stand firm in their faith and then 
make a difference on the college 
campus rather than succumbing to 
the worldly environment that awaits 
them.  

Michael Sandusky is campus minister 
at Southern Arkansas University. 
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continued from page one
RULING
Affordable Care Act, mandated that  
employers secure insurance cover-
age that provides contraceptives for 
workers. Hobby Lobby offered insur-
ance coverage to its female employ-
ees that provided 16 of the 20 con-
traceptives approved by the Federal 
Drug Administration. Based upon 
the deeply held religious tenets of 
the Green family, owners of Hobby 
Lobby, the company’s coverage ex-
cluded four contraceptives that are 
abortifacients (abortion-inducing 
drugs).   

“Pursuant to the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act (RFRA), 
passed by Congress and signed into 
law by President Clinton in 1993, 
the Supreme Court justices found 
that the HHS contraceptive man-
date violated the Green family’s 
First Amendment rights to freedom 
of religion. A key excerpt from the 
court’s ruling provides the essence 
of the decision. ‘The plain terms 
of RFRA makes it perfectly clear 
that Congress did not discriminate 
… against men and women who 
wish to run their businesses as for-

profit corporations in the manner 
required by their religious beliefs,’” 
said Page.

“While we are thankful for this 
correct decision by the land’s high-
est court and for the way it has re-
affirmed the principle of religious 
freedom, we must be ever vigilant 
to defend against the seemingly con-
stant attacks on this nation’s Judeo-
Christian heritage and the mores, 
customs, standards and 
laws that have emanated 
from them,” he said.

Ronnie Floyd, newly 
elected Southern Baptist 
Convention president,  
said of the ruling, “I am 
thrilled at the ruling be-
cause it affirms that reli-
gious liberty is a core value 
of our great nation. The 
American people won a 
great victory today against 
governmental overreach. It serves as 
a strong reminder to each of us that 
the First Amendment extends to in-
dividuals and business owners, not 
just to churches and other houses of 
worship.”

Hobby Lobby filed suit in federal 
court after the passage of the Afford-
able Care Act in 2010. Under the 

law, the company was required to 
provide insurance coverage for near-
ly 20 forms of contraception, includ-
ing four that resulted in abortions. 
One of those was the “morning-after 
pill,” which causes the spontaneous 
abortion of an implanted, fertilized 
egg. Since the company’s owners be-
lieve life begins at conception, they 
objected on religious grounds and 
were threatened with massive fines 

for noncompliance with the 
ACA.

Mardel Christian Book-
stores, founded by Mart 
Green, joined the case with 
Hobby Lobby, and in a sepa-
rate case, Norman and Sam 
Hahn, owners of Conestoga 
Wood Specialties, also chal-
lenged the ACA’s contracep-
tive mandate in court. 

Both Conestoga and 
Hobby Lobby lost their pleas 

for injunction in district court, and 
the 3rd Circuit upheld the denial 
of the injunctions. The 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals, however, reversed 
the decision, setting the cases on a 
path to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The government maintained 
throughout the proceedings at the 
Supreme Court that the federal gov-

ernment had a “compelling interest” 
in mandating the coverage of con-
traceptives. The court, however, de-
cided in a 5-4 decision there was no 
such interest when measured against 
the provisions of the RFRA. 

Alito also wrote that Hobby Lob-
by’s Christian character was an in-
separable part of the fabric of the 
company. The company’s purpose 
statement commits its leaders to 
honoring the Lord and operating by 
a set of biblical principles, such as 
remaining closed on Sundays, refus-
ing to facilitate or promote the use 
of alcohol, contributing to Christian 
ministries and missions and running 
newspaper advertisements with an 
evangelistic purpose.

Hobby Lobby was founded in 
1970 in the Green family garage 
after the family borrowed $600 to 
manufacture miniature picture 
frames. Today, the company em-
ploys more than 13,000 people in 
572 stores across the nation. Mardel 
Christian Bookstores, founded in 
1981, now has 35 locations in seven 
states. The company gives 10 percent 
of its corporate profits toward Bible 
translation.

Compiled from Arkansas Baptist 
News and Baptist Press reports.
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AQUAPONICS

immediately introduced Jules and 
Fielding to Melissa Hobbs, associ-
ate professor of biology, who was 
already considering the possibility 
of using aquaponics in a missions 
setting. 

Hobbs had begun researching 
aquaponics a couple of years before, 
and had built several aquaponics 
systems at Williams with the help 
of Bob Pingel, whose wife, Wilda, 
is director of women’s residence at 
Williams.

Hobbs explained that aquapon-
ics combines her interest in garden-
ing with almost 20 years of work in 
aquaculture. It also corresponds to 
her doctorate on modeling ecosys-
tems.

As a member of White Oak Bap-
tist Church, Walnut Ridge, she had 
heard her pastor, Doran Gregory, 
talk about finding a mission and 
plugging in. So she had asked God 
how He wanted her to do so.

“He just started talking to me 
about ‘do what you know,’” she said.

Soon she had her environmental 
science class researching aquapon-
ics – and when one of her students 
suggested using it for missions, the 
concept clicked for Hobbs.

She and her students began look-
ing at places that use aquaponics for 
missions and found a nonprofit in 
Florida called Morning Star Fisher-
men Inc. Hobbs took 10 students to 
train at the nonprofit, which focuses 
on aquaponic research and training.

“Our mission … is to take our 
knowledge and to build these sys-
tems in the mission field,” Hobbs 
explained.

But God wasn’t finished bringing 

people together. 
Not long after the trip to Florida, 

Hobbs was contacted by Sam Henry, 
a member of Finch Baptist Church, 
Paragould. Henry, who at the time 
worked for the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission as a fisheries bi-
ologist (now retired), had installed 
an aquaponics systems in western 
Africa and one in Nicaragua and 
had heard about Hobbs’ work and 
decided to contact her. 

He invited her to see the system 
he built at his house and agreed to 
design and help install an aquapon-
ics system for Jules in Haiti. He trav-
eled with Hobbs and a team of stu-
dents to install it in March.

Hobbs said not all of her stu-
dents saw the connection between 
what they were doing and missions 
at first, but the trip to Haiti helped 
them understand.

“When we went to Haiti, then 
they realized, ‘Yes, I can use my 
God-given talent as a tool. I don’t 
have to be a preacher. I don’t have 
to be an evangelist. I don’t have to 
be a Christian ministries major.’ Not 
that that’s bad, but they can be who 
God called them to be and still be 
a missionary, and I think this trip 
finally helped them realize that,” 
Hobbs said.

But their ministry to the Haitians 
didn’t end with the trip. In June, 
Alix Mesidor, a professor and dean 
of the agronomy department at 
NHCU, and Dave-son Val, a student 
at NHCU, flew to Arkansas and 
spent two weeks at Williams learn-
ing about how aquaponics systems 
work with the goal of running the 
system built by WBC, building their 
own systems and teaching aquapon-
ics to farmers and NHCU students.

Mesidor explained that aquapon-
ics would be beneficial for Haitians 

because of the poor soil in the coun-
try and the limited land available for 
farming. 

Hobbs explained how aquaponics 
can be integrated with soil farming. 

“All the solid waste is not com-
pletely broken down in the system,” 
she said. “It has to be periodically 
cleaned. By siphoning out this ma-
terial that accumulates in the bot-
tom of the system, you collect a nu-
trient-rich sludge that can be added 
directly to plants grown in the soil. 
This adds needed nutrients to the 
soil safely without fear of burning 
the plants like some noncomposted 
animal manures.”

Mesidor added that they have de-
veloped a way to build aquaponics 
systems with materials available to 
Haitians, like cinder blocks, plastic 
barrels and PVC pipe. In addition, 
instead of using a pump that runs 
on electricity to circulate the water, 
they will use a solar pump.

“Finding an easier way to grow 
food and fish together I think is a 
good idea and will help reduce pov-
erty,” said Val, thanking the ABSC, 
Williams, Hobbs and God.

Hobbs and the Williams team 
don’t plan to stop with Haiti. Along 
with continuing to teach students at 
Williams about aquaponics, Hobbs 
said she hopes to take their devel-
opment to many other countries – 
working specifically with missionar-
ies – building systems they can use 
as missions tools. Her plan is to take 
a team into a country where they 
will build a system for missionaries; 
then, if the missionaries are able to 
return to the U.S., Hobbs will offer 
them training as she did for Mesidor 
and Val. 

She said she wants to give mis-
sionaries a way to demonstrate their 
relationship with Christ through 

action. In addition, the aquaponics 
systems can help sustain the mis-
sionaries themselves.

Henry said he can see three ways 
aquaponics systems will be benefi-
cial: (1) They will provide nutrients 
that help boost the immune system; 
(2) they are able to produce more 
vegetables per square foot than the 
average garden, and (3) they can be 
used as an outreach tool.

Hobbs said aquaponics also al-
lows for conservation of water.

“It’s so practical, and in these 
places, we really need to be practi-
cal,” she said. 

“You know, when people are hun-
gry, starving, don’t know where their 
next meal is, talking about Jesus is 
great, but how about let’s show them 
– because that’s what Jesus did. He 
fed people. And I’m sure He knew 
that there was a lot of people that 
were there just for the food, but He 
was looking for those certain people 
and that’s what we’re going to do 
– offer this as a mission tool, but 
we’re going to reach the people God 
has intended us to reach, even if it’s 
one.”

She noted how God brought ev-
eryone together at different times to 
help with the aquaponics project.

“It’s one of those things – you 
know that there’s a Creator because 
these things don’t happen by ac-
cident,” she said, adding, “When 
I can see that what I’m doing with 
the talent that God gave me is ac-
tually going for His good, His will, 
it’s like, ‘Yes! Finally!’ You’re like, 
‘That’s what I’m supposed to be 
doing.’ It’s a great experience. I feel 
sometimes that it’s more of a bless-
ing to me than it is for the people 
that I’m helping out.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Church at North Hills 
relaunches as ‘His Church’
SHERWOOD – What used to be 
a beauty salon in Sherwood is now 
His Church, a relocation/
relaunch of The Church at 
North Hills, North Little 
Rock.

“We have a new name, 
a better location but same 
gospel truth!” said Michael 
Connors, church adminis-
trator for His Church

John Sammons, senior 
pastor, explained the reason 
for the change had to do with 
visibility. The church had 
been meeting in the North Pulaski 
Baptist Association’s building prior 
to their relocation and relaunch. 
Though the association helped the 
church get started and Jerry Gay, 
associational missionary, provided 
much assistance, they were not vis-
ible to the public. The church’s new 
location along Highway 107 provides 
much more visibility. Sammons said 
they have had visitors each Sunday 
since their relaunch May 4.

The relocation required many 
renovations, including transform-
ing the garage into a children’s area, 
building a stage and stone wall back-
ground, adding bathrooms and mak-
ing technical upgrades. 

Along with Sammons and Con-
nors, much of the design work was 
done by Sammons’ wife, Kay, the 
church’s children’s minister. Freddy 
Beck, men’s ministry leader and 
local general contractor, was also 
instrumental, said Sammons. In ad-
dition, many church members do-
nated money to help with the move.

“We think people are surprised 
how good it looks and functions in-
side,” Connors said.

The church held an open house 
June 7, offering free hot dogs to the 
public and inviting them to see the 
inside of the facility.

Sammons said they had a good 
response. 

“We are getting to know the com-

munity and tell people we are all 
about His Church, His people and 

for His Glory!” said Sam-
mons.

The church holds a light 
breakfast fellowship at 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays, with 
Bible studies for children 
and adults at 9:45 a.m. and 
a worship service at 10:30 
a.m. The church also holds 
Bible studies at 6:30 p.m. 
on Mondays, youth minis-

try activities on Wednesday 
nights and much more.

The church is located at 8120 
Highway 107 in Sherwood. For 
more information, visit www.hisch-
urch.info.

Sammons

lake baptisms - The Garage Church in Hot Springs baptized 12 adults in Lake Hamilton 
June 22. Mike Prince serves as pastor of The Garage Church.
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Laura Macfarlan
women’s ministry director

First Baptist
Siloam Springs

You and I were created for wor-
ship. Our reason for being on this 
planet is to bring honor to God, to 
praise Him, to walk in worship.

In the Old Testament, the nation 
of Israel offers a corporate example 
of the lives we are to lead as indi-
viduals. We are called to holiness – 
lives lived differently, 
set apart, intentionally 
focused on worship of 
our Creator. 

In the Old Testa-
ment, worship oc-
curred at the Temple. 
As God’s people lost 
their way and their 
focus on God, they 
prostituted themselves 
to other gods (Ezek. 
43:9). We do the same. 

To whom – or 
what – have we sold 
ourselves? A hobby, a TV show, the 
lure of the new job with a new title, 
a new boat or perhaps real estate 
with more square footage? Have you 
found that the things you desire to 
own often end up owning you?

The Israelites found themselves 
in captivity to the Assyrians, and 
their bondage kept them from God’s 

Temple and from God Himself. 
What holds our hearts captive? 

Where are you and I distracted by 
not only evil things, but even seem-
ingly good things – or even neutral 
things that we have allowed to be-
come ultimate things? What keeps 
us from walking in worship?

Our hope of new wor-
ship need not wait for 
heaven to be fulfilled. We 
can allow His will – His 
worship – to begin here 
on Earth. Jesus Himself 
taught us to pray, “Your 
will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).

How can you walk in 
worship today? Ask God. 
Invite the Holy Spirit to 
teach you, prompt you, to 
stir up your heart to wor-
ship as you go. Consider 

these walk-in-worship prompts:
– Creation: Praise God for His 

obvious handprints all around.
– Drive time: Make it praise time.
– Pray God’s Words back to Him 

in worship: The Psalms make it easy.
– Soak time: Take 5 minutes, lis-

ten to praise music, ponder His maj-
esty, praise His goodness.

Passivity stands as one of my 
greatest enemies in the midst of 
a struggle. A lack of action on my 
part knocks me back into old hab-
its, causing me to crave anything but 
the Word of God. Give me comfort 
food, let me get lost in a book or 
take me away somewhere. Distract 
me from my struggles, 
and fill my heart with 
temporary pleasures. 
If I can just ignore the 
suffering, it will eventu-
ally go away, won’t it? 

According to 1 Peter 
1:14, nothing is further 
from the truth. Falling 
back into those “for-
mer lusts” represents 
the opposite of the 
obedience and holiness 
to which we are called. 
We cannot simply sit 
back and remain passive as we pass 
through struggles. 

Every time I stand in the midst 
of suffering, God seems to have a 
specific instruction for me. I never 
feel like doing it because it usually 
flies against all logic in that mo-
ment. God leads me to give gener-
ously in the middle of a major finan-

cial struggle. When discouragement 
weighs me down, He instructs me to 
encourage someone. When I hun-
ger for a specific provision, I am told 
to pray for and rejoice with a friend 
who receives the very thing my heart 
so greatly desires. 

Our faith cannot uphold us in 
times of suffering with-
out obedient action. 
And typically the most 
obedient action is an 
expression of pure love 
for others that directly 
speaks to our own suf-
fering. Peter puts this 
so eloquently in 1 Peter 
1:22: “Since you have in 
obedience to the truth 
purified your souls for a 
sincere love of the breth-
ren, fervently love one 
another from the heart.”

An active faith reminds us God 
never ceases His work in and through 
us, no matter how intense the strug-
gle. When we actively obey, even in 
suffering, He uses that obedience to 
accomplish His will in our own lives, 
as well as in lives around us. 

Are you suffering? Do not allow 
your faith to become passive!

Ann Hibbard
member

First Baptist 
Almyra

Daniel and his three friends be-
came part of the spoils when the 
kingdom of Judah was conquered by 
the Babylonians in Daniel 1. Surviv-
al for a prisoner of war might mean 
blending in, not making waves and 
certainly not asking for special favors.

But Daniel and his 
companions displayed 
a radical faith when 
they boldly asked for 
permission to receive 
vegetables and water 
in lieu of the royal 
food and wine provid-
ed. Their request was 
prompted by a desire 
to keep God’s com-
mands – even at the 
risk of personal dan-
ger. They knew God’s 
precepts. They carried 
His Law in their hearts when they 
were carted off into captivity. God’s 
Law prompted a radical faith that 
propelled an unlikely request. 

Their request may seem unre-
markable to us because we know 
the end of the story. But when they 
chose to obey God, they had no idea 
whether their request would bring 
accommodation, a beating or worse.

As the story unfolds, their radi-
cal faith is rewarded as they reap the 

blessings that come with obedience. 
Daniel 1:17 reveals, “To these 

four young men God gave knowl-
edge and understanding of all kinds 
of literature and learning. And Dan-
iel could understand visions and 
dreams of all kinds.” 

Verse 20 reveals the 
wisdom of Daniel was 10 
times greater than that of 
the king’s other advisors.

Daniel and his com-
panions not only remem-
bered God’s commands, 
but resolved to respond 
to those commands in 
obedience. The result 
is a timeless truth: Obe-
dience brings blessing. 
The blessings may be 
eternal and spiritual in 
nature, but the true man 

or woman of God will recognize the 
prosperity of God’s economy and 
embrace it. We must know God’s 
Word and then follow in radical 
faith to live it out loud. 

Daniel’s example of faith offers 
timeless principles for us today in 
our journey of faith. His life brings 
three R’s that should be written on 
the heart of believers: (1) Remember 
God’s commands, (2) respond in 
obedience and (3) reap the blessings.

I like to think of suffering as tem-
porary. 

With that perspective, suffering 
comes and goes with a definite be-
ginning and end. The end is not 
typically as close to the beginning 
as I might like, but it is 
still definite. 

Then I read 1 Peter 
2:13-18. 

On the surface, these 
verses simply remind us 
how to live. Submission 
to the government, obe-
dience to those over us, 
love for our fellow man 
and fear of God all eas-
ily fit into a general dis-
cussion of daily life. 

Suddenly, though, 
Peter’s discussion takes 
a drastic turn in verse 
19. 

1 Peter 2:19 says, “For this finds 
favor, if for the sake of conscience to-
ward God a person bears up under 
sorrows when suffering unjustly.”

At this point in the passage, I 
realize that suffering is not quite as 
defined as I would like it to be. It 
does not always have a neatly pack-
aged beginning and end. Instead, it 
continues as long as we have to deal 
with other people. 

When suffering becomes indefi-
nite like this, faith begins to elude 
me. I wonder how long I can en-
dure. After all, I will never escape 
people. Suffering in relationships 
surrounds me constantly, whether 

it be from those in au-
thority or those who 
are supposed to be my 
closest friends. 

What if I never see 
an end to the struggle? 

As we have looked 
at aspects of faith in 
suffering, we have seen 
that comfort can only 
come when we have 
a faith focused on the 
truth of Christ and His 
salvation, knowing that 
He left “an example for 
you to follow in His 

steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). We have been 
reminded that passivity does not re-
flect true faith. Instead, living out 
our faith in active obedience brings 
us to a place where we find “favor 
with God” (1 Pet. 2:20).

When we combine focus and 
action, we cannot help but remem-
ber the sacrifice of Christ. Looking 
upon Him and following His ex-
ample results in unfailing, enduring 
faith. 

Ann Hibbard
member

First Baptist 
Almyra
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Laura Macfarlan
women’s ministry director
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JULY 20, 2014



14   July 10, 2014

Funeral services were held July 5 at 
First Baptist Church. Burial took 
place at Graves Cemetery.

Georgia Ann Harvill, 85, of 
Camden, died June 20. She was a 

member of Cullen-
dale First Baptist 
Church, Camden, 
where she served as 
secretary for 25 years. 
She was a teacher in 
the Fairview Public 
Schools for 30 years 
and was married to 
J.T. Harvill, a former 

Arkansas Baptist pastor who pas-
tored Rison Baptist Church, Rison; 
Fairview Road Baptist Church, 
Camden, and Chidester Baptist 
Church, Chidester. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Curtis Goza; a son; a brother, 
and special friend Marian Nelson. 
She is survived by her husband, J. T. 
Harvill, three daughters; a brother, 
and seven grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held June 24 at Proc-
tor Funeral Home in Camden with 
burial in Bethesda Cemetery in 
Camden.

John Eldon Miller, 85, of Mel-
bourne, died June 18. 
In 1958, he was elect-
ed to the Arkansas 
House of Represen-
tatives and began his 
40 years of service in 
1959, holding many 
positions including 
chair of Joint Budget 

Committee, chair of House Revenue 
and Tax and speaker of the house. 
He also served on numerous boards 
including Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity’s board, Williams Baptist Col-
lege’ board and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s Executive Board. 
He was a lifelong member of First 
Baptist Church, Melbourne, where 

ACROSS ARKANSAS

The Board of Trustees of Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc. 
announce the formation of a 
committee to select the ministry’s 
President/Treasurer elect.

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc. cares for children 
in crisis in residential care at fi ve locations across 

Tennessee and a state-wide foster care program. The 
President/Treasurer provides leadership and general 

supervision to this 123 year old ministry as approved and 
directed by the Board of Trustees.

Applications and nominations are being accepted during 
June and July 2014. To be considered, all applications and 

nominations must be received by the close of business 
Thursday, July 31st.

For detailed information regarding qualifi cations, skills and 
position duties, as well as the TBCH Employment 

application please see 
www.tbch4kids.org/presidentialsearch.html

Interested candidates are requested to complete the TBCH 
Employment Application and forward it to 

president@tbch4kids.org or mail to: 
“President/Treasurer Search”; P.O. Box 2206, 

Brentwood, TN 37024

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is 
seeking a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 290 AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

First Baptist Church, Cookeville, Tenn., seeks an 
experienced pastor to serve as our senior pas-
tor. We are a multigenerational, Southern Baptist 
congregation, average worship attendance of 650; 
see www.fbccookeville.org. Minimum education 
is a master’s degree from an accredited Southern 
Baptist seminary. Please submit a cover letter and 
resume to First Baptist Church Cookeville, 18 South 
Walnut Ave., Cookeville, TN 38501. Email: Search-
Committee@fbccookeville.org. Deadline is July 31, 
2014, for submission. 

First Baptist Church in Horatio recently complet-
ed intentional interim program now seeking full-
time pastor. $35,000 per year with parsonage. 
Please mail resumes to T.B. Ray, 2301 N. 9th Street, 
De Queen, AR 71832. Include CDs and/or DVDs of 
three or more sermons if possible. 

Cornerstone Baptist Church, Texarkana, Ark., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to CBC Search Committee, 3900 
Union Road, Texarkana, AR 71854 or email CSBap-
tist@aol.com. 

Grand Avenue Baptist Church in Hot Springs is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume 

to grandchurch@gmail.com.
First Baptist Church of Floyd is seeking a bi-

vocational or full-time pastor. As the Lord 
leads, please send your resume to FBC of Floyd, 
Pastor Search Committee, 1198 Highway 31, Ro-
mance, AR 72136. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
bi-vocational or full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Trinity Baptist Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 3619 N. 6, Fort Smith, AR 72904 or email 
trinitybc2@juno.com.

Creede Baptist Church, Creede, Colo., is search-
ing for a full-time pastor. For information, visit 
our website at creedebaptistchurch.org or contact 
J.C. Banks at 719-588-2222. 

Star Hope Baptist Church, Elsberry, Mo., an af-
filiated SBC congregation, is looking for a pastor 
who (a) supports the Cooperative Program and 
(b) embraces the tenets of the 2000 Baptist Faith 
and Message. Some seminary training desired. 
Interested applicants should send their resume to 
shbc@starhope.org. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Ellendale Baptist Church in the Memphis area 
is seeking a full-time associate pastor to 

preschoolers, children and youth. Resumes 
should  be sent to EBC, Attn: Personnel Committee, 
P.O. Box 487, Ellendale, TN 38029.

First Baptist Church of Salem is seeking a full-
time youth pastor. Please send resume to 
Salem First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 73, Salem, AR 
72576 or email us at salemfirstbaptist@gmail.com. 

South Side Baptist Church of Damascus is seek-
ing a part-time youth minister. Please send 
resume to South Side Baptist Church, Attn: Youth 
Committee, 153 Sulphur Road, Damascus, AR 
72039 or email to sstephens531@hotmail.com. 

Hindsville 1st Baptist Church in northwest 
Arkansas is seeking a bi-vocational paid po-
sition for a youth pastor. Send resume to 
scottsprmkr@aol.com or P.O. Box 113, Hindsville, 
AR 72738. 

Organists needed at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is looking for a 
church pianist. Our services are blended with a 
35-voice choir that sings every Sunday. Our next 
pianist needs to be a dynamic Christian, good at 
reading music and creative with the instrument. 
Needed for two services on Sunday, as well as 
Wednesday nights for choir rehearsal. Contact 
Bruce Rodtnick at Rodtnick@comcast.net for more 
information. 

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a 
full-time youth minister. Send resume to First 

Baptist Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 
or email us at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Central Baptist Church, Magnolia, is seeking 
a full-time family minister to children. 
Please email resumes to jasonmears@cbcmagno-
lia.org.

Connection Church in Spearfish, S.D., is a new 
church plant in search of a youth pastor. Being 
a new church plant, this is an area that is new and 
ready for leadership. For more information, please 
go to our website www.spearfishconnection.com 
and look under the ministry tab. 

South Main Baptist Church, Crossett, is seeking 
a nursery worker for Sunday and Wednesday 
services. Those interested call 870-364-8459 or 
email smbcsecretary@windstream.net.

Black River Baptist Association now receiving 
resumes for position of part-time associa-
tional missionary. Send resume to AM Search 
Black River Baptist Association, P.O. Box 310, Hoxie 
AR 72433 or email to brba.ar@gmail.com. Re-
sumes received till July 21, 2014.

MISCELLANEOUS 

First Baptist Church, Dardanelle, is looking for a 
used 15-passenger van for children’s ministry. 
479-229-3727.

Advertise: steve@arkansasbaptist.org

Church life
Greene County Baptist Associa-

tion has partnered to begin Cross 
Points Baptist Church, Paragould. 
Tracy Archibald is serving as pastor 
of Cross Points Baptist.

Milestones
Royce Sweatman, associational 

missionary for North Arkansas Bap-
tist Association, will be honored at 
a retirement celebration July 13 at 
First Baptist Church in Harrison. 
Activities begin at 3 p.m. with a con-
cert by Dino Kartsonakis. A recep-
tion will follow. 

Tony Criswell was recently hon-
ored by Sugarloaf Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, in celebration of his 
10th anniversary as pastor.   

Ordinations
New Hope Baptist Church, Black 

Rock, ordained Bob Caldwell and 
Gary Phillips as deacons April 27.

On the move
Colt Landreth is serving on the 

staff of First Baptist Church, Mari-
on, as minister of worship.

Steve Rogers is serving as pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Mount Ida.

Obituaries
Wylie Gerald Jones, 75, died 

July 1. He was a for-
mer member of the 
California National 
Guard. He was pas-
tor of the First Bap-
tist Church, Dela-
ware, for 25 years. He 
is survived by his wife 
of 58 years, Chris-

tine Wurst Jones; three children; a 
brother; two sisters; eight grandchil-
dren, and three great-grandchildren. 

he served as a Sunday school teach-
er, song leader, deacon and lay min-
ister. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, a stepfather, six broth-
ers and two sisters. He is survived 

by his wife of 64 years, Ruby Lenora 
Miller; a son; two daughters; a sister; 
eight grandchildren, and 12 great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held June 21 at First Baptist Church.  
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ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance, a national leader insuring churches in alliance 
with GuideStone. Call today or go online for property, 
liability, auto and worker’s comp quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Consulting
Travis Young Family Ministries
501-259-0704
Email: YoungFamilyMinistries@hotmail.com
www.youngfamilyministries.com
Transformational children’s ministry consulting, 
training, and evangelism. Fifteen-year veteran has 
worked with 100+ churches and organizations

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To place your business in the monthly 
Church Services Directory, 

call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

‘If these walls could talk’
MOUNT IDA – It was a Sunday like 
no other as a historic church cele-
brated 100 years of ministry in the 
Mount Ida community.

There wasn’t a seat to be had in 
the original structure of First Bap-
tist Church, Mount Ida, June 29 as 
members, guests and former pastors 
gathered to mark the historic mile-
stone. The program for the service 
read simply, “1914-2014 – 100 Years 
Serving God in Montgomery Coun-
ty.”

If the walls of the church could 
talk, they would recount stories of 
the great pastors, members and vic-
tories won for Jesus Christ – and 
it’s a ministry that is alive and well 
today.

Don Moore, former executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), shared a mes-
sage with those in attendance. He 
reminded members and guests of 
the dangers of celebrating the past 
and not embracing the challenges of 
the future.

Reading from Deuteronomy 8, 
Moore warned against self-righteous-
ness, recounting God’s words to the 
Israelites following 40 years in the 
wilderness. 

“There will be ups and downs, 
and they’ll probably come again,” 
Moore said. “Think about a time 
when there wasn’t all of this (build-
ings, programs).”

“There is no substitute in any-
thing short of God,” he said, adding 
that when churches forget God they 
“can become living graveyards.”

“(People) don’t care about your 
tradition and reputation,” Moore 
said. “They want to know if Jesus 
is real.”

Moore said with Christianity de-
spised throughout the world today, 
all that’s left is God. He challenged 
everyone to pray for revival and 
awakening. He is one of the leaders 
of the ABSC’s emphasis on prayer 
and spiritual awakening and has 
been charged with leading senior 
adults in the movement (See related 
story, Page 2).

The courts, the government, the 

FBC, Mount Ida, marks 100 years

education nor the media can “turn 
things around,” he said. “What’s 
left is God! God can turn things 
around!”

The church’s new pastor, Steve 
Rogers, welcomed everyone to the 
Celebration Sunday service, which 
included praise and worship, special 
music and a special time of reminisc-
ing about the church’s history.

A number of the church’s previ-
ous pastors were in attendance and 
were recognized.

Fifty-year-plus members were 
recognized. They were by year (list 
provided by the church): Margue-
rite McCaslin, 1938; Charles Bates, 
1939; Gilda Bates and Betty Prince, 
1941; Barbara Holt, 1945; Joe 
Swindle, 1946; Ola Belle Kostelnik, 
1947; Lois Standridge, 1948; Mary 
Warneke and Edna Ruth Mayberry, 
1952; Rosalie Roberts and Varine 
Carr, 1956; Mike McCaslin, 1958; 
Eddie and Niris Gaston and David 
Short, 1960; Winerfred Egleston 
and Jim Demby, 1961; Paul Roberts, 
Susan Talley and Johette Rowland, 
1962; Blanche Snow and William B. 
Roach, 1963, and Teresa Fryar Sher-
ell, Otis Mullenix, Mike Mullenix 
and Sheila Mullenix Roberts, 1964.

Read more about the history of 
First Baptist Church, Mount Ida, 
online at www.arkansasbaptist.org/
mountida100.

prayer walk - About 60 people participated in the annual Fort Smith Christian Men’s Job 
Corps (CMJC)/Christian Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) Prayer Walk held June 2 at Oaks Manor 
Conference and Retreat Center. CMJC/CWJC participants, mentors, volunteers and board mem-
bers came together with petitions and praises for the ministry. Participants shared specific 
praises from the past year and released bubbles representing the praises going up to God.

Steve Rogers (left) and Don Moore
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Williams Baptist uses 
aquaponics for missions

'Aquaponics'

PAGE 1

Outdoor ministry 
reaches out to men

Two D.O.G. Inc.

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Arkansas Baptist News
P.O. Box 552 

Little Rock, AR  72203

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

We're online...
all the time!

For more information, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or email abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

 Sign up for the ABN Now 
Our digital edition is accessible on computers and 
mobile devices. It includes audible articles, extra 
content and more color.

 Listen to the ABN Podcast
Visit www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast.

The Arkansas Baptist News is committed to telling the story of God’s work among His people in the 
Natural State. One of the quickest ways to experience the news is through a variety of online resources.

 Access our website 
See our daily updates by visiting 
www.arkansasbaptist.org on your 
computer or mobile device. 

 Facebook/Twitter
Find us on Facebook and Twitter as ArkBaptNews.

www.arkansasbaptist.org Adventure Camp
Students participate in Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly's Adventure Camp June 25-28. 
The camp offers experiences such as hiking, 
swimming and canoeing. Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly is the camp of Ouachita Baptist 
Association.

Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.
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