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First Stephens hosts 5K run for missions

1,200-plus gather 
for 2012 YEC event

CRUISE ’12 – a first-ever motorcy-
cle “mission road trip” organized by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) – has been announced 
for May 21-22.

Conducted by the ABSC evange-
lism and church growth team, the 
event is limited to pastors and other 
church staff motorcycle enthusiasts.

Cruise ’12 will start May 21 at 

‘God doesn’t discriminate’

Camp Paron with an initial ride to 
the Atkins-Dover area where the 
group will have lunch. Following 
lunch, the group will ride to the Ar-
kansas Baptist Boys Ranch in Harri-
son along Highway 7. A dinner and 
fellowship will be held at the ranch 
that evening, with lodging for the 

See YEC page 3

See ROAD TRIP page 2

Jennifer Bryant
Arkansas Baptist News

STEPHENS – Running hours at a 
time while training for a half-mar-

athon provides lots 
of time to think, 
as Stephen Suf-
fron, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, 
Stephens, knows 
quite well. It also 
provides quiet time 

to hear God speaking. 

As Suffron was running through 
the streets of Stephens last year, he 
reflected on two goals that were im-
portant to him. He wanted to take 
his church on a mission trip, and 
he wanted “to be a blessing to his 
community.” 

At the beginning of each year for 
the past several years, Suffron had 
set a fitness goal for himself to train 
for a certain race or event. So as he 
was training for the half-marathon 
this past October, he started think-
ing of what it would take to hold an 

event in Stephens. 
“We could pull off a 5K,” thought 

Suffron. Then he started thinking 
about this idea of a mission trip for 
his church. First Baptist, which av-
erages about 50 in attendance on 
Sunday morning, has never been on 
a mission trip. 

Suffron called Bob Fielding at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
to see if he had any mission oppor-
tunities for a church their size.

See RUN page 2

Students worship at the ABSC Youth Evangelism Conference 
(above). Clayton King (right) spoke and Kristian Stanfill 
(below) led worship at the event. 

Youth girls winner Emma Ramos, 11, (left) 
leads Katie Evans of Stephens and Johnny 
Hobbie of Camden to the finish in First 
Baptist’s 5K missions  run.

Inmates begin ‘new life’

Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

FAYETTEVILLE – Tamikka Burks, 
23, followed a guard Sunday, April 1, 
through double doors leading to the 
new chapel at First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville.  She sat on the front row 
near 12 other baptismal candidates 
dressed in matching canary-colored 
prison garb like the one she wore.  

“This is the beginning of my 
new life,” the former meth addict 
thought to herself.  She was ready. 
Some women at the church made 
sure of that.

Before her baptism, Tamikka 
attended a four-week Bible study 
guided by eight women from the 
same First Baptist Sunday school 
class. The study took place inside a 
locked cell at the Northwest Arkan-
sas Community Correction Center 
(NACCC) where she resides.  

“We taught very basic beliefs, 
such as the disciplines of Bible 
study, prayer and the ordinance of 
baptism,” said Mary Kay Weathers, 
one of two lead Bible teachers. 

“Sharing God’s Word with the 

See INMATES page  3

‘Mission road trip’ planned

Suffron

YEC worship

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – About 1,240 stu-
dents from more than 100 churches 
across Arkansas flocked to the 2012 
Arkansas Baptist Youth Evangelism 
Conference (YEC) held March 30-31 
at the Little Rock Statehouse Con-
vention Center.

The conference, sponsored by 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and church 
growth team, provided a place for 
youth to worship and hear God’s 
Word preached.

David Young, pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church of West Memphis, 
brought several youth from his 
church to the conference.

“Hopefully they (will) take away 
a closer walk with the Lord and be 

called out and drawn by the Holy 
Spirit and saved, and (I) just want 
to see them leave here energized for 
Jesus,” Young said.

This year’s special guests were 
speaker Clayton King, illusionist 
Drew Worsham, musician Kristian 
Stanfill and Christian rock band 
Fireflight.

King, youth communicator and 
founder of Crossroads Worldwide, 
spoke in three sessions during the 
conference, with topics ranging 
from taking up one’s cross to taking 
steps of faith.  

More than 120 decisions were 
made over the course of the week-
end, including 57 salvations and 40 
recommitments. Twenty-nine peo-
ple expressed a call to ministry.



BALD KNOB – Considering that 
Arkansas has one of the highest 
rates of deadly house fires in the na-
tion, Central Baptist Church, Bald 
Knob, decided to do something 
about it – with a spiritual twist.

“Our church wants 
to help you ‘fireproof’ 
your life,” said Paul 
Reams, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist, in a letter 
to residents included 
in a packet of “Fire-
proofing BK” materi-
als given out in the 
Bald Knob commu-
nity.

Included in the 
packet were batteries for a smoke 
alarm, a form for people without a 
smoke alarm to complete to request 
a free one from the church, the plan 
of salvation, an evangelistic tract 
and an invitation to attend Easter 
services at the church.

“There is another 
way we would like 
to help you in fire-
proofing your life 
and eternal life,” 
added Reams in 
the letter. He quoted 
Psalm 4:8, which says, 
“I will both lie down and sleep in 
peace, for You alone, Lord, make 
me live in safety.”

“Our hope is for your commu-
nity to accept Christ (and) in return 
spread the Good News of who Jesus 
is,” wrote the pastor. “Hell is real, 
but so is heaven. If you would like to 
know more about how to receive the 
fireproofing that comes from a rela-

tionship with Jesus as your Savior, 
please read the blue tract enclosed 
in the bag or contact us so that we 
can share with you about an eternal 
fireproofing of your life.”

The outreach effort is one of a 
number of campaigns 
Central Baptist has 
undertaken over the 
past several years. Its 
Bread of Life cam-
paign about two years 
ago resulted in placing 
Bibles in every home 
in Bald Knob.

“This year we had 
around 100 members 

of our church family to 
participate in going to every home 
in Bald Knob,” said Reams, adding 
the invitation to receive a free smoke 
detector was designed to get people 
to engage with the church.

“The key is they must bring the 
form to our church so that (it) makes 

a point of contact 
for them with our 
church,” he said. 
“Once they fill out 
the form and we 
go to install their 
detectors, we get an 
invitation into their 

homes and build a relationship with 
them.”

Reams said the fireproofing cam-
paign was a success.

“(It) resonated with many mem-
bers of our community,” he said. 
“We had all ages of our church par-
ticipating. We made contacts with 
around 1,200 homes in Bald Knob 
in about two hours.”
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“We weren’t going to have a big 
group,” stated Suffron. Fielding 
shared with him about a trip to 
Kobuk, Alaska. It was only open 
to six people because there are no 
roads into this village, so the group 
would have to fly in, and the plane 
would only hold six people. 

“It would take a lot of fundrais-
ing,” shared Suffron, “but it was a 
perfect fit for our church.”

So the idea of this 5K race being 
the fundraiser for the mission trip 
was born. 

Other pastors in the area actually 
discouraged Suffron. They felt he 
would “run himself to death” plan-
ning and preparing for the race and 
possibly not raise any money. They 
suggested just putting out boxes for 
people to donate. 

“Our church is so small and not 
wealthy,” shared Suffron. “They are 
good givers, but we don’t have a lot 
of untapped resources. We needed 
people outside the church to do-
nate.”

During the planning of the 5K, 
Suffron didn’t forget his desire of 
being a blessing to his community. 

He began thinking about how im-
portant town festivals are to commu-
nities. Stephens is located between 
Camden and Magnolia, which both 
have well-known festivals of their 
own. 

“We want to give people a reason 
to come to Stephens,” said Suffron. 
By having a festival, it could “help 
local businesses and promote the 
town,” he stated. 

“I don’t feel our town is dead. 
People could see that if we can get 
them here,” he explained.

So the planning began. Suffron 

Central Baptist seeks to ‘fireproof’ Bald Knob

to his community. Then, any money 
raised for the mission trip was just a 
bonus. They even named the event 
the Roadrunner Festival, since the 
roadrunner is the school’s mascot.

The church recruited sponsors 
to buy advertising for the backs of 
the T-shirts the runners would wear, 
and 80 percent of the regular church 
members either participated in the 
race or worked the race. 

“I was hoping to raise enough 
money to at least cover one plane 
ticket,” shared Suffron. The race 
brought in about $3,000, which is 
double what he had hoped. 

“I’m so proud of our people,” 
stated Suffron. “Some people hadn’t 
heard about the race, but now that 
it was pretty successful, we can build 
on that and grow.”

Jonathan Barnhardt, 17, who was 
recently baptized at the church, was 
the overall winner. 

“I’m real pleased with our peo-
ple,” said Suffron. 

While in Alaska, the mission 
group will participate in a vacation 
Bible school, prayer walking and an 
outreach meal for adults. 

“The mission trip is July 21-28,” 
said Suffron. “We’re excited.”

Jennifer Bryant is Southeast regional 
correspondent for the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

met with the Chamber of Com-
merce. They normally have a spring 
sidewalk sale once a year, and they 
have a barbecue chicken cookout 
several times a year. They agreed to 
have both of these events on the day 
of the race.

Then Suffron met with the mayor. 
He agreed to furnish a bounce house, 
and the town agreed to hold their an-
nual Easter egg hunt on the day of 
the race as well. 

“We started trying to make it a 
bigger deal,” shared Suffron, since 
his No. 1 goal was to be a blessing 

Runners of all ages gather for the start of First Baptist Church, Stephens, run for missions. 

ROAD TRIP
continued from page1

night at Mountain Home.
Following breakfast at Bar None 

Cowboy Church in Mountain 
Home, the group will stop 
for a break in Mountain 
View and then continue to 
Heber Springs and lunch 
at Chuck’s Steak House. 
The ride will depart from 
Heber Springs following 
lunch and return to Camp 
Paron.

“If you are a pastor or staff and 
ride a motorcycle, please join me 

on a two-day bike ride,” said Sonny 
Tucker, team leader of the evange-
lism and church growth team. “We 
will tour some incredible Arkansas 
Baptist mission sites, have a fantastic 
time of fellowship and enjoy one of 
the most scenic rides in Arkansas.”

Cost of the ride includes snacks, 
a T-shirt and breakfast. For 
more information about 
Cruise ’12 and to view a 
schedule, visit www.absc.
org/bikeride or call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5128.

A second ride for the 
fall is set for Sept. 17-18 
and will include pastors 

and church staff, as well as key 
church leaders, said Tucker.

Central Baptist’s Fireproofing BK materials included a letter from Pastor Paul Reams, an “Eternal Life” 
tract, the plan of salvation, an invitation to Easter services and two smoke alarm batteries.

 
View photos 

and a video at
www.arkansasbaptist.org

ABN online

A Central Baptist member hands 
out Fireproofing BK packets to  
Bald Knob residents.
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www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Masters champ not
afraid to show faith

NEW YORK (BP) – Parents 
at a Massachusetts elementary 
school are furious after educa-
tors first removed the word 
“God” from the popular Lee 
Greenwood song “God Bless 
the U.S.A.” and then pulled the 
song altogether from an upcom-
ing concert. Fox 25 in Boston 
reported that children at Stall 
Brook Elementary School in 
Bellingham were told to sing, 
“We love the U.S.A.” instead 
of “God Bless the U.S.A.” 
Greenwood released a state-
ment to Fox News criticizing 
the school’s actions. “The most 
important word in the whole 
piece of music is the word God, 
which is also in the title ‘God 
Bless The USA,’” Greenwood 
said. “Maybe the school should 
have asked the parents their 
thoughts before changing the 
lyrics to the song.”

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP) – 
There’s something different 
about Bubba Watson. And he 
doesn’t care if you know it. The 
winner of the 2012 Masters golf 
tournament realizes he’s not 
like most famous athletes. He’s 
a Christian and makes the fact 
known on his Twitter profile. 
In fact, he welcomes it. “People 
always ask, ‘Why is Bubba differ-
ent?’” said Watson. “They’re just 
trying to figure it out.”

Iranian pastor marks 
900th day in prison
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – As 
Christians around the world 
celebrated Easter, Iranian Pastor 
Yousef Nadarkhani remained 
in jail – alive, yes – but hav-
ing already 
passed his 
900th day 
behind bars 
for being a 
Christian 
and still fac-
ing a possible 
execution.
Nadarkhani, 
whose first name also can be 
spelled “Youcef,” was able to 
visit with a son on the son’s 
birthday April 2, according to 
the American Center for Law 
and Justice, which is closely 
monitoring the case. His 900th 
day in jail occurred in late 
March.

School nixes ‘God’
from Greenwood song 

Inmates are congratulated following their 
baptisms at First Baptist Church, Fayetteville 
(above). Pastor Doug Falknor (right) baptizes 
Brandi Williams as Bible study leader Kathe 
Dees (background right) and FBC member 
Rhonda Fowler look on.

women has stirred a passion within 
me,” Weathers said.  “He has given 
me a renewed sense of purpose. 
It has been a life-changing experi-
ence.”

Tamikka credits the First Baptist 
Church group with leading her to 
Christ. 

“They taught me that God for-
gives and He’ll never leave or forsake 
me,” she said. “I’ve been washed 
clean.”

Located near the courthouse in 
Fayetteville, the NACCC currently 
holds 100 women and has a low re-
cidivism rate of 15 percent, Weath-
ers said. It’s a statistic she quoted 
from volunteer orientation. Resi-
dents encounter a strict screening 
process.  

“We don’t just take anybody,” 
said Chaplain Tom Browder, who 
has been with the center since its 
opening in 2008. “They must be free 
of violence, not be a sexual offender 
and their sentence has to be not … 
longer than two years.”  

Browder calls the center “thera-
peutic” because addiction coun-
selors guide residents toward right 
choices so they can re-enter society 
successfully.

He said he longed to get the Bap-
tist church involved since the center 
opened. 

Then, in 2009, Browder was 
“pleased as punch” when First Bap-
tist member Gloria Falknor came to 

his office. She told him of a recur-
ring “God vision”: members of the 
church filling Christmas shoe boxes 
with items like shampoo, crew socks, 
tissues and Bibles for women at the 
prison.

“These are the only gifts the 
women will receive all year,” Falknor 
told the church.

People responded. First Baptist 
gave away a total of 250 boxes in 
three years. Also, Falknor encour-
aged the church’s Acteens group to 
bake 50 bags of cookies for the staff 
and write notes to the guards.

Browder got an idea of his own.  
He asked First Baptist for handbells 
for the residents, but chimes worked 
better for the “Silent Night” perfor-
mance by the women at the 2011 an-
nual Christmas play. 

“They loved it!” he said.
And, since the Episcopalian 

church could not host the April bap-
tisms due to scheduling conflicts, 

the chaplain said to the pastor, “Let’s 
kick this up to a new level.”

The staff at First Baptist agreed. 
They scheduled April 1 for the bap-
tisms, along with a chapel worship 
service and fellowship hosted by 
the Sunday school class that helped 
reach the women. 

The female prisoners asked for an 
extension of the Bible study through-
out the year. 

Ashley Melson, 21, anticipating 
a May 8 release, will attend the ex-
tended Bible studies because she 
learned in the four-week program 
about turning away from her old life 
and following Christ.  

She realized another valuable les-
son, too. 

“I learned God doesn’t discrimi-
nate,” she said. “We all make mis-
takes.”

Lisa Falknor is Northwest regional 
correspondent for the Arkansas Baptist 
News.

“I am deeply touched by how 
powerfully God moved at the Youth 
Evangelism Conference,” said Sonny 
Tucker, team leader for the ABSC 
evangelism and church growth 
team. 

“No doubt God continued or 
ignited the spark for many there 
to be missionaries, Sunday School 
teachers and committed kingdom 
citizens,” Tucker added.

“I want to express deep apprecia-
tion to Sean Mills, the evangelism 
and church growth team and the 
student pastors serving on the YEC 
leadership team for making this 
high-impact event happen,” he said. 
“Thanks most of all to those youth 
workers in our churches who went 
to the heroic efforts to bring their 
students to encounter God in a life-
changing way.”

David Lee, a member of the youth 
group at First Baptist Church, Mari-
on, said YEC was “great.”

“I love it. It’s the best thing ever,” 
Lee said, adding, “It’s going to 
change my life. It’s already changed 
my life. I felt it last night and every-
thing while I was sleeping, and it’s 
just changed my life.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

YEC
continued from page oneABN honors mothers

THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) is announcing its eighth an-
nual A Tribute to Godly Mothers 
essay contest.

In an effort to honor all moth-
ers, each year the ABN selects a 
mother of the year based on en-
tries. 

The issue prior to Mother’s 

Day announces the winner and in-
cludes the winning tribute, which 
will be chosen based on the quality 
of motherhood, godliness of the 
woman being honored and the 
readability of the essay submitted.

The winning mother will receive 
a special gift and will be honored 
in her church April 29. To honor 
your mother or another mother 
you feel deserves recognition,  
send the ABN a tribute about the 
mother you wish to nominate.

Tributes should be no more 
than 300 words and should in-
clude the mother’s full name and 
church home. Also include your 
phone number and an email ad-
dress.

The mother you nominate must 
be a current member of an Arkan-
sas Baptist church.

All tributes should be received 
in the ABN office no later than 

April 20.
Send your tribute 

to Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Rem-
ington Dr., 
Little Rock, 

AR 72204, or 
email it to abn@

arkansasbaptist.org.

Mother of the year contest

Nadarkhani
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While I have assisted a few 
church plants in getting 

started over the years, I have never 
planted a church.

While I have received evan-
gelism training from a variety of 
sources over the years, participated 
in church-based evangelistic efforts 
and done my best to be evangelistic 
in my personal 
outreach efforts to 
others, I am not an 
evangelist.

And finally, 
other than assist-
ing my own local 
church through 
volunteer efforts 
and through 
various roles in state and national 
denominational work, I don’t 
consider myself to be an expert on 
church strengthening.

However, having been in many 
churches over the years in a vari-
ety of mission settings across our 
nation, I believe it will take more 
than an aggressive church planting 
effort to reach North America for 
Jesus Christ.

Cooperation is key to reaching North America
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In my ministry role at the North 
American Mission Board (NAMB), 
I was educated often about how 
church planting works – or at 
least should work. Church plant-
ing – “multiply” – was one of eight 
key components of the Acts 1:8 
Challenge denominational initia-
tive that I led for a number of years. 

Others were 
“prepare” (gath-
ering resources 
for the mission), 
“learn” (edu-
cating for the 
mission), “pray” 
(praying for the 
mission), “give” 
(financially sup-

porting the mission), “go” (par-
ticipating in short- and long-term 
mission trips), “tell” (participating 
in evangelism and personal wit-
nessing) and “send” (encouraging 
Southern Baptists to answer the call 
to vocational missions).

Using the Acts 1:8 initiative as 
an example, I believe that Southern 
Baptists’ efforts to reach our conti-
nent should be holistic, as well as 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

cooperative, in nature.
It is a fact that new churches 

reach more people than existing 
and more established churches.

However, while I am in agree-
ment that we need to start new 
churches everywhere, I haven’t 
given up on the infrastructure of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
that has been instrumental for the 
past 167 years in planting more 
churches than possibly any other 
evangelical entity in the history of 
mankind.

If you are a regular reader of 
our newspaper, you’ll know that 
I’m not one to do things the way 
they’ve always been done either. 
God gave us a brain so that we 
would use it – we should work hard 
to be creative, try new methods and 
establish new strategic outreach 
efforts to reach a lost world while 
staying true to foundational biblical 
doctrines and beliefs.

As the ABN reported recently, 
the leadership of NAMB is pushing 
church planting so aggressively that 
it is resulting in the elimination of 
funding from missionaries and new 
work areas that historically have re-
lied on these funds to minister and 
support their existing churches. 

NAMB President Kevin Ezell 
said in a viewpoint published 
April 5 that changes at the domes-
tic mission entity – and its focus 
on church planting – were man-
dated by the Great Commission 
Resurgence (GCR) approved by 
messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 2010.

While this is indeed true, the 
method of implementation of the 
GCR was left for interpretation.

This is where I have to disagree 

with the aggressiveness of these new 
church planting strategies. While a 
new work area like California cer-
tainly needs a lot of new churches, 
the churches that already exist in 
the state are important too and 
should continue to receive support 
from their associations and conven-
tion structure.

While NAMB says it isn’t tell-
ing states like California where to 
make cuts and what ministries or 
missionaries to eliminate, in all 
practicality, this is the result when 
all is said and done, according to a 
number of state convention leaders.

Southern Baptists are some of 
the most mission-minded people in 
the world. They are – for the most 
part – rooting for the success of 
NAMB in its efforts to reach North 
America for Christ and desire that 
all SBC entities succeed as well.

New and creative strategies are 
needed to reach North America. 
We all can agree on that point. 
However, NAMB needs to be 
careful not to “throw the baby out 
with the bath water” so to speak, 
and work a bit harder at produc-
ing a spirit of cooperation that 
has defined the Southern Baptist 
Convention throughout most of its 
history.

For what it’s worth, it appears 
to me that it would be prudent 
for NAMB and state conventions 
to work more closely than ever to 
establish priorities and strategies 
for the mutual benefit of all – and 
especially for the expansion of the 
kingdom of God and the glory of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News. Contact him 
at tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptist building should
close on Good Friday

I have always been a Southern 
Baptist. If there is 
one thing that I 
have learned from 
my parents it is 
that respect for our 
heavenly Father 
and His Son Jesus Christ should 
be automatic. I believe that if we 
truly love Him and want to lead 
by example, we must always show 
respect to Him.

As we live our daily lives, it 

becomes increasingly hard to be the 
example. As people turn further 
and further away from Christ, our 
job becomes harder. As we try to 

witness to un-
churched people, 
we get to hear how 
hypocritical the 
church can be. We 
also tend to let self 

take over instead of God.
Several of the companies that 

I have worked for have surprised 
me. They were run by people who 

LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

See LETTER page 5
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Plan, be creative and share Christ
Are Baptist associations 
still important today?

Baptists Ask

A ssociations have had a 
tremendous impact upon 

Baptist life for more than 300 
years. Through them, regional 
churches meet for partnership 
and fellowship. Associations 
enable local 
churches to 
encourage and 
assist one an-
other in reach-
ing their region 
for Christ. The 
heart of asso-
ciational work 
has always been 
missions, whether it is local, 
state, national or global.

The association is a lifeline 
for small and rural churches. 
It allows them to participate in 
programs that they could not 
do alone. The association is 
a repository for materials and 
equipment that member church-
es can use. 

It provides educational op-
portunities for pastors and lay 
leaders. It enables children to 
attend Christian camps, and it 
networks with area churches for 
various programs (vacation Bible 
school, evangelism, etc.). It facili-
tates partnerships for national 
and international mission trips.

The director of missions 
(DOM) or associational mission-
ary is a vital link between the 
member churches of the associa-
tion. 

He has a multifaceted task. 
He encourages pastors and 
church leaders in their ministry. 
He facilitates churches by find-
ing what they need. He adminis-
ters the association by providing 
statistics for churches and the 
state convention. He trains 
ministers and lay people in their 
tasks. He promotes a wide range 
of mission opportunities. He 
serves as an example of what a 
Christian leader should be.

Modern times have not 
always been kind to the associa-
tion. Many churches find the 
association irrelevant. Mobility 
and electronics have moved 
churches from interdependence 
to independence. At times, it 
is easier to contact a specialist 
than to find the DOM. These 
changes may have affected the 
association, but its mission 
remains the same: partnership 
and fellowship. 

Though times have changed, 
the association can still be 
an important and vital part 
of Baptist life. It is up to the 
member churches to decide how 
important and vital it is.

A couple of weeks ago, my wife and I were on vaca-
tion in Virginia. We had the pleasure of visiting 

Montpelier – home of President James Madison. He 
is often credited with being the Father of the U.S. 
Constitution. Being a lawyer, I must confess it was a 
moving experience to stand quietly in the room where 
President Madison spent months thinking and plan-
ning for a radical new form of 
government. 

The event we now call “the 
Constitutional Convention” was 
held throughout the summer of 
1787 in Philadelphia. The country 
was struggling, and riots, protests 
and chaos dominated the head-
lines. While others were protesting, 
Madison went to work. He retired 
to Montpelier to study and think, asking, “How can 
we govern ourselves?” He spent months researching 
and studying. He studied every form of democratic 
government throughout history to determine what 
worked and what did not. He studied history, philoso-
phy and even researched Scripture for insight into how 
humans function in a society. There he developed the 
“Virginia Plan,” which provided the framework for our 
Constitution. No one asked him to do it – it simply 

needed to be done. He was a patriot. 
Standing in that room, I was humbled by the com-

mitment to attack what must be done. I was awed by 
the creative force that drove him to develop such a 
masterpiece. It was a short step then to ask myself if 
I am a creator. As a Christian, I should be a creator. 
To reflect genuinely the image of Jesus, we must be 

creators. What could your church do if 
you took it upon yourself to study and 
develop a ministry that touched lives? 
Who could be reached for Christ if we 
became creators? 

What is an issue facing your church? 
Find a place and spend some time be-
fore the Lord seeking a plan. Be creative 
and develop a ministry that reflects our 
Creator and Savior. 

Jesus stated unequivocally, “Greater works than I do 
you shall do.” 

Too many people want to save God money. Too 
much time is spent nitpicking when we could be creat-
ing. It is amazing to stop and consider the impact on 
your church when you create for God’s glory and then 
spread the gospel. It simply needs to be done.   

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor at First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Traveling from church to church across America, 
my wife and I read literally hundreds of church 

sign marquees each year. A few are inspirational, a 
good number are publicizing an event that happened 
weeks ago and others just make me wonder if the pas-
tor is – well, let’s just say they make me wonder.

“We still believe in a literal hell!” boasted one 
church sign in a neighboring state. 
Well, so do I. The Bible is clear on 
this matter. But that statement on 
a church marquee is just not very 
welcoming, and it certainly makes 
one wonder how people might 
be greeted should they visit the 
church.

Another sign read, “Where 
heaven and earth meet.” What does 
this even mean? Is there communi-
cation in that building between church members and 
the dead? For most, this statement means nothing at 
all.

There are also church sign phrases that are fun 
plays on words: “Be an organ donor: Give your heart 
to Jesus.” Believers know what this means, but the 
masses do not. It begs the question, “How could I 
help a historical figure by donating my heart? Even if 
it would help him, how would I do that?”

Now, some are reading this and thinking, “Those 
are ridiculous misunderstandings – nobody is that 
dumb.” 

It has nothing to do with intelligence; it has 
everything to do with church culture and worldview. 
(Notice I did not say Christian culture. We will deal 
with the difference in Christian culture and church 
culture in a future column.)  

The United States, as a whole, is nearly two gen-
erations removed from traditional church culture. 
Arkansas is about one generation removed. This 

means that the majority of society does not under-
stand church terms, church ideology and church 
relational dynamics. In short, most of society thinks 
church is a little weird. A message on a church sign 
can actually reinforce and sustain the perception of  
“weirdness.”

When deciding what should be on your church 
marquee, consider the following:

1. Who is your primary audience 
(sign reader)?

2. What do you want your audi-
ence to understand, consider or do?

3. Is there an event of public 
interest you could publicize? If so, 
point the reader toward a website 
where those interested can get more 
information.  Immediately following 
the event, remove the message.

4. What might you say to remove walls of perceived 
weirdness, rather than reinforce them?

5. Consider messages that connect your church 
to the community. For instance, if you are in a “one 
high school town,” try, “Go (mascot).” If there is a 
charity walk, marathon or bike race route passing by 
your church building, try an encouraging cheerlead-
ing message to the participants.

6. Consider bouncing sign ideas off some new 
believers who do not have a previous church back-
ground.

7. Change (or at least modify) your message at least 
twice a month.

A little bit of planning and consideration of your 
audience can help in transforming the “curb opin-
ion” regarding your church, moving perceptions from 
“weird” to “welcoming.”

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-cultur-
al communication strategist serving as president of TCWM, 
based in Mountainburg.

Gore

Church signs: weird or welcoming?

Ken Gore is chair of the Williams 
Baptist College department of Chris-
tian ministries. 

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey

LETTER
continued from page 4

did not claim to be Christian but 
honored employees by closing their 
doors on Good Friday. Without 
knowing it, they are giving tribute 
to a King they don’t really believe 
in or don’t know.

However, it is with a sad heart 

that I found out that our own 
Arkansas Baptist building does 
not close for Good Friday. Why? 
There is no amount of earthly gain 
that is worth telling people in this 
state that Good Friday is not worth 
closing for. How do you explain 
to someone that we should have 
ultimate respect for our Lord and 
Savior when our own people don’t 
show it? In my opinion this should 
be changed immediately. To con-

tinually be witnesses for Christ, we 
must always put Him first.

You have to ask the question, 
“Are we exalting Christ in all we 
do?” I believe in what our Arkansas 
Baptists do and support them fully. 
Please help me understand why our 
Baptist building does not close on 
Good Friday. 

John Johnston
Hot Springs
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Three firsts!

GuideStone Funds shares are distributed by BNY Mellon Distributors LLC, not an advisor affiliate.
About the Best Overall — Small Fund Group Lipper Award: GuideStone Funds ranked #1 out of 182 eligible companies 
in the small company category. All rankings are as of Nov. 30, 2011. To be considered for the Small Company Lipper 
award, companies must have at least three distinct portfolios in each of the following asset classes — equity, bond, 
or mixed-asset as well as at least 36 months of performance history as of the end of the calendar year of the respec-
tive evaluation year. The overall group award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking for Lipper’s 
Consistent Return measure of its respective asset class results over the three-year period. In cases of identical results, 
the lower average percentile rank will determine the winner. Lipper, a wholly owned subsidiary of Reuters, is a leading 
global provider of mutual fund information and analysis to fund companies, financial intermediaries, and media orga-
nizations. © 2011 Lipper, a subsidiary of Thomson Reuters.
Thomson Reuters/Lipper and the checkmark logo are the trademarks or registered trademarks of the Thomson Reuters 
group of companies around the world.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results.
Mutual fund investing involves risk, including the possible loss of principal.
You should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the funds before 
investing. For a copy of the prospectus with this and other information about the funds, call 1-888-98-GUIDE 
(1-888-984-8433) or visit www.GuideStone.org to view or download a prospectus. You should read the prospectus 
carefully before investing.

© 2012 GuideStone Financial Resources 19666 04/2012

Our first best overall fund family Lipper Award (for fund groups with 
up to $40 billion in assets) based on consistent risk-adjusted returns!

The first denominational fund family to ever win a Lipper Award!

The first ever Lipper Award for a Christian-based, socially screened 
fund family!

Performance through the years

Values through shared beliefs




GuideStone Funds is honored to receive the 

2012 Lipper Fund Award
BEST OVER ALL — SMALL FUND GROUP
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BONO – While many college stu-
dents use spring break as a time to 
hit the beach, one group is finding 
a way to use their time away from 
school as an opportunity to serve 
others.

More than 40 members of the 
North Dakota State University chap-
ter of Students Today Leaders For-
ever (STLF) stopped at Hope Com-
munity Church in Bono as part of 
their Pay It Forward Tour.  

After spending the night at Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Jones-
boro, the student group met early 
Tuesday, March 13, at the future 
home of the Hope church, located 
on Armor Street in Bono. They 
worked to clean up debris, insula-
tion and other materials to help in 

Bono church is stop on Pay It Forward Tour
the church’s remodeling efforts.

The goal of students participat-
ing in STLF is “to engage in servant 
leadership to create positive life ex-
perience,” according to the organi-
zation. 

Bono and Hope Community 
Church were one of five stops on 
their Pay It Forward Tour. The Bono 
church has been meeting in tempo-
rary locations while working to ren-
ovate a building that once housed 
First Baptist Church, Bono.

“We were very thankful to have 
the building donated to our church,” 
said Josh Martin, pastor. “It needed a 
lot of work, including a new roof.”

Martin said members of the 
church, along with volunteers from 
the Mount Zion Baptist Association, 

have been meeting every weekend 
for the past two months to tear down 
walls in the building and completely 
gut it for a total renovation.

“The college group from North 
Dakota State University was amaz-
ing,” said Martin. “They came in 
and, in just a few hours, accom-
plished what would have taken us 
several weekends to get done on our 
own.”

The STLF chapter at the universi-
ty was founded in 2006 by students 
who have organized the Pay It For-
ward Tour for the past four years. 
Students plan various service proj-
ects and other local initiatives on 
campus and around the community 
during the year.  

“It’s great to see young men and 

women work so hard to help other 
people that they don’t even know,” 
Martin said. “They were such a bless-
ing to our church.”

Martin said his congregation 
hopes to take their generous gift and 
pay it forward themselves. 

“We want to be much more than 
just another church,” said Martin. 
“We want to be able to reach out 
and meet the needs of the people in 
this community in a real way.” 

Martin said the church hopes to 
be having regular services in the ren-
ovated building by June. Until then, 
they meet Sundays at 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at Dan’s Place 
on School Street. More information 
about the church is available online 
at www.hopeinbono.com

BAPTISTS ACROSS Arkansas are 
asked to pray May 20 not only for 
the work of their state newspaper, 
but also for the Lord of the harvest 
to work across Arkansas through the 
ministry of Arkansas Baptist church-
es and institutions.

“The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
Day of Prayer is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to bring atten-
tion to the signifi-
cant work God is 
doing through 
Arkansas Baptists 
across the Natural 
State,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN 
editor. 

“While the staff 
and trustees of the 
Arkansas Baptist News covet prayers 
for the work we do in furthering the 
gospel in our state, we feel it is im-
portant to bring attention to the en-
tire scope of the ministries being car-
ried out by Arkansas Baptists, their 
churches and institutions,” he said.

The focal Scripture passage for the 
Day of Prayer is Luke 10:2 (HCSV), 
which says, “He told them: ‘The har-
vest is abundant, but the workers are 
few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of 
the harvest to send out workers into 
His harvest.’”

The plan for this year’s Day of 
Prayer is to mail a special bulletin in-
sert to all Arkansas Baptist churches 
for distribution on May 20 or the 
following Sunday, said Yarbrough. 
The insert is being produced by the 
ABN in cooperation with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention execu-
tive support team.

One side of the full-color insert 
will be information about how to 
pray for and support the ABN. The 
other side will includes informaiton 
about the Cooperative Program.

Members of the ABN staff are 
available to speak on May 20  or 
other times during May. Please 
email  abn@arkansasbaptist.org or 
call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153, to re-
quest a speaker.

Day of Prayer
set for May 20



HIGHLY MOTIVATED!
“Religious belief” is one of the highest motivations with individuals planning to leave a charitable bequest in 
their will or revocable trust.*  Many individuals plan to at least tithe or give 10% of their estate to ministry 
when they pass away. Have you considered leaving a gift through your will or revocable trust to your church 
and/or other ministries? Such a gift is a tremendous way (1) to make a � nal statement about what is important 
to you and (2) to demonstrate the importance of the values that you uphold as a Christian. When an individual 
desires to leave at least ten percent of her/his estate to ministry, the Foundation can provide free estate plan-
ning drafts for that individual to review with her/his attorney. 
* Reference: http://www.philanthropy.iupui.edu/Research/docs/2009_AFP_CharitableBequestsGenderDi� erencesGivingMotivations.pdf 

 
     Charitable 

Giving   
IMPACTING LIVES FOR THE KINGDOM 

As	  Christians,	  we	  desire	  to	  impact	  lives	  for	  the	  Kingdom.	  	  We	  may	  invest	  time	  in	  a	  mentoring	  

relationship	  with	  a	  new	  Christian.	  	  We	  may	  share	  the	  Gospel	  one-‐on-‐one	  with	  individuals	  

and	  see	  God	  change	  them	  for	  all	  eternity.	  	  We	  may	  help	  provide	  food	  or	  shelter	  for	  an	  

individual	  in	  need.	  	  We	  may	  go	  on	  a	  mission	  trip	  with	  our	  church.	  	  We	  may	  help	  a	  college	  

student	  receive	  a	  Christian	  education.	  	  There	  are	  many	  ways	  to	  impact	  lives	  for	  the	  Kingdom.	  	  	  

	  

The	  Arkansas	  Baptist	  Foundation	  helps	  individuals	  impact	  lives	  by	  assisting	  them	  in	  giving	  

financially	  to	  the	  ministries	  they	  love	  during	  their	  lifetimes	  and/or	  when	  they	  pass	  away	  

through	  wills,	  trusts	  and	  other	  methods.	  For	  more	  information,	  please	  call	  the	  Foundation.	  
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of May.

◆ May 7: Nathan Dickard, OBU Box 4212, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001;  
 South Africa. 
◆ May 16: Johnny Upchurch, WBC, Box 3051, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476; 
 Belarus.

WMU serves
The Women on Mission group at First Baptist Church, Horseshoe Bend, recently made witnessing 
dolls, which were taken to Peru by a group from the Rocky Bayou Baptist Association. The dolls 
featured a beaded necklace – made by the children’s Sunday school class – that can be used to 
witness. The Women on Mission group also helped the church quilting group tie lap robes and baby 
quilts for the trip to Peru and for the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries.

ABSC employees receives tenure awards
Employees of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention were recently recognized at a general staff 
meeting for celebrating milestones in their service to the convention. From left: Ben Phillips, 15 
years; Kirby Martin, 20 years; Robby Tingle, 10 years; Dan Jordan, 25 years; Allison Kizzia, 5 years; 
Bob Fielding, 10 years; Chris Copeland, 35 years; Linda Miller, 20 years; Roger Gaunt, 10 years; and 
Nancy Rose, 5 years.

Ray Brown recently retired as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Gill-
ham, where he has served as pas-
tor for four years. He has served 41 
years in the ministry, including 36 

Church life
The Church at Pinnacle Moun-

tain, Roland, will present the Make 
Your Life Count Conference April 
29-May 2. For more information, 
contact John H. Watt Jr. at 501-920-
5562.

Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, will host a 
one-day ministry security regional 
training course presented by the 
Center for Personal Protection and 
Safety May 3. The conference will 
cover how to protect a church’s 
children, worship experience and 
ministries; how to recognize signs 
of potential crisis; how to handle a 
difficult person in a public environ-
ment; and how to develop a safety 
and security plan for a church or 
other faith-based organization. For 
more information or to register, visit 
www.CPPSsite.com/training/1.

Piney Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, will host the Ronnie Hill 
Crusade May 6-9. Services will take 
place May 6 at 10:45 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Dinner will be served the fol-
lowing nights at 6 p.m. with services 
to follow at 7 p.m.

On the move

Obituaries
O.K. “Jack” Hazlewood, 68, of 

Little Rock, died March 
11 after battling cancer. 
Born in Texas, he was 
ordained to full-time 
ministry in 1965. He 
was a graduate of Ouach-
ita Baptist University 

(OBU) and received honorary doc-
torate degrees from Southwest Bap-
tist University in Bolivar, Mo., and 
OBU. He preached across America 
and ministered overseas. He served 
on the board of trustees at OBU for 
12 years and was an active member 
of Little Rock’s First Baptist Church 
since 1967. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, four brothers and one 
sister. He is survived by his wife of 49 
years, Sue; two brothers; one sister; 
one daughter; one son; seven grand-
children; and multiple nieces and 
nephews, family and close friends. A 
celebration of life was held at Little 
Rock’s First Baptist Church March 
15, with burial at Pinecrest Memo-
rial Park in Alexander.

years as a pastor, serving churches in 
Arkansas, Louisiana and Missouri. 

Justin Lowe has resigned as part-
time youth minister at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, West Memphis, 
to take a position at First Baptist 
Church, Thayer, Mo., as associate 
pastor and minister of youth.
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CHERYL E. TURNER

Women’s Motivational
Speaker

Humorist and Storyteller

For information
337-457-8872

2569 Richard School Road
Eunice, LA 70535

cherylrutht@aol.com
sparrowsnestministries.com

C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time senior pastor after the re-
tirement of our pastor of 23 years. Resumes may be 
emailed to fbc-morrilton@suddenlinkmail.com or 
sent to FBC Morrilton, Pastor Search Committee, 200 
E. Church Street, Morrilton, AR 72110. Our website 
is fbcmorrilton.com and we also have a Facebook 
page. 

Alexander First Baptist Church – looking for a 
bi-vocational pastor. Salary negotiable at a 
certain level. Please send resume and ask for an ap-
plication to AFBC, P.O. Box 86, Alexander, AR 72202 
or email at AFBC@att.net.

Need a senior pastor, 40-49 years old, with 
5-10 years experience. College degree and semi-
nary. Send resume to Millwood Baptist Church, 800 
Hwy. 32 East, Ashdown, AR 71822. millwoodbap-
tist@sbcglobal.net. Attn: Hank Green Pastor Search 
Committee.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark., is prayer-
fully seeking a pastor following the retirement of 

its pastor after 15 years of service. Please email re-
sumes to searchfbc11@yahoo.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 East Peach Street, Room 350, 
El Dorado, AR 71730.

Bee Branch Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. If interested, send resume to Search 
Committee: Eddie Dunham, 6880 Hwy. 9 West, 
Clinton, AR 72031, or email wjdunham822@yahoo.
com.

Maple Grove Baptist Church in Trumann, Ark., 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 13509 Maple Grove 
Road, Trumann, AR 72472, or email them to rhen-
drix@centurytel.net.

Floral Baptist Church, Floral, Ark., is seeking a 
full-time pastor, one that will fulfill the office 
in a godly manner, who upholds God’s Word, as it is 
written. A pastor who can minister to the needs of 
the church and the community. Dedicated in leading 
the church forward. Send resumes to Floral Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 96, Floral, AR 72534.

West Fork First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time pastor. Please send resumes to WFFBC, P.O. 

Christ of the Ozarks
45th Anniversary

1-800-882-7529               
www.greatpassionplay.com

More than 250 actors and live animals 
re-create the Passion of Christ in one 
of the most epic performances you’ll 

experience. The New Great Passion Play is 
also home to exciting on-site attractions, 

including the unique Living Bible Tour and 
the Christian Comedy Dinner Theater.

The New Great 
Passion Play Stage

Interactive Living Bible Tour

For group information, contact Brenda Ray. 
Ask about our special 45th Anniversary group rate.

MORE THAN JUST A PLAY

MORE THAN JUST A PLAY

This discount cannot be combined with 
any other discount or offer. (ARB)

Purchase one adult admission 
ticket at regular price and 

receive one FREE.

With this coupon

New family life center
First Baptist Church, Scranton, held a ground breaking ceremony March 18 for a family life center. From left: Franklin Piercey, pastor; Chris Knoles, build-
ing committee chairman; David Corbit, mayor of Scranton; Bill Gandy, deacon; David Aitken, finance committee chairman; James Thompson,  deacon; 
Spencer Cox, deacon; and James Schwartz, Awana leader. 

Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 72024.
First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 

full-time minister of music. If interested, 
send resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 
72335.

First Baptist, Harrison, Ark., is accepting re-
sumes for associate pastor for recreation 
and student ministries. Must have at least 
college degree and 3-5 years full-time experience 
in similar field or seminary degree with part-time 
experience. Send to Rob Davis (robd@fbcharrison.
org).

First Baptist Church seeking interim wor-
ship leader. Also accepting resumes for per-
manent part-time worship leader (blend-
ed service). Please send resumes to Mary Wise, P.O. 
Box 66, Sheridan, AR 72150, or email monlyeonly.
wise54@yahoo.com.

The Viola Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Please send resumes 
to Search Committee, c/o  Viola Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 295, Viola, AR 72583, or email to pastor@
fbcviola.com.

Submit ads by 
contacting Nelle 

O’Bryan at 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.

org or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5155.

New Hope Baptist Church West is accepting appli-
cations for minister of music. Please send resumes 
to Pastor/Music Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Duncan, OK 73534.

Pineville Park Baptist Church in Pineville, La., is seek-
ing a full-time music minister. If interested, email 
resumes to Pastor Steve McAlister at steve@pinevillepark.
org.

Seeking a part-time youth minister and/or chil-
dren’s minister. Open Door Baptist Church Personnel 
Committee at 2400 W. Oak St., Rogers, AR 72756 or to 
kkroten@cox.net.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. Contact 
River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 72132; 501-
397-2576; 870-536-4109; or river013@centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-time 
or full-time music minister. Send resume to First 

Box 1000, West Fork, AR 72774, or email to westforkfbc@
yahoo.com.
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•April 20-21: Heart of the Child 
Preschool and Children’s Ministry 
Conference – First Baptist Church, 
Broken Arrow, Okla.
•April 21: Kaleo Arkansas ’12 
conference – Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock
•April 21: Disaster Relief Train-
ing – Trinity Baptist Church, 
Blytheville
•April 21: Hispanic Family Con-
ference – Life Line Baptist Church, 
Little Rock
•April 22: Cooperative Program 
Sunday – Nationwide
•April 25-26: Critical Incident 
Stress Management Training – 
ABSC building, Little Rock
•April 26: The Arkansas 
Master’Singers Festival of Song – 
First Baptist Church, Ashdown
•April 26: Local VBS event – First 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville
•April 27-28: Critical Incident 
Stress Management Training and 
Police and Fire Chaplain Basic 
Training (separate events) – Second 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville
•April 28: Disaster Relief Train-
ing – Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock
•April 28: Ministry Training Day 
– Second Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville
•April 30- May 4: Intentional In-
terim Ministry Seminar – Camp 
Paron 
For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Master’Singers scholarship available

THE ACTS 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip, sponsored by the missions 
ministries team of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, is sched-
uled for Oct. 6. 

The event, which will take place 
in Tri-County Baptist Association, 
will include prayer walking; chil-
dren’s activities, such as games and 

Bible stories; senior adult ministry; 
home repairs and painting; health 
clinics; sports camps; evangelism; 
yard work, including raking, mow-
ing and trimming; and block par-
ties. 

For more information, call 800-
838-2272, ext. 5150, or email Oleta 
Raines at oraines@absc.org.

Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip Oct. 6

ARKANSAS BAPTIST pastors and 
staff are invited to attend the Chick-
fil-A Leadercast, a one-day leader-
ship event featuring Tim Tebow, 
John Maxwell, Urban Myer, Andy 
Stanley and others. 

The simulcast event will be held 

at the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention building 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Fri-
day, May 4. 

Seating is limited and preregistra-
tion is required. For more informa-
tion, including cost, go to www.absc.
org/pastors.

Leadercast scheduled

Poverty 101 seminar set for Aug. 18

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST State 
Convention leadership and worship 
team awards the Master’Singers Me-
morial Scholarship annually to a 

deserving student who is preparing 
for some type of vocational ministry 
through music. 

The scholarship is established to 

memorialize deceased members of 
the Arkansas Master’Singers. Funds 
for the $2,000 scholarship are re-
ceived in the form of memorial gifts 
and freewill offerings at concerts 
presented by the Master’Singers.

Application forms for this year’s 
scholarship are now available and 
may be downloaded at www.absc.
org/music. 

For more information or for an 
application, contact Nancy Rose at 
800-838-2272, ext. 5121. The dead-
line for this year’s scholarship ap-
plications is June 11. 

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST State 
Convention (ABSC) missions min-
istries team will host Poverty 101: 
Understanding and Ministering to 
Those Who Live in Poverty from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 18 at the ABSC 
building.

Mindy Jamison, a North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) consul-

tant, will serve as conference leader. 
Jamison serves with NAMB and the 
Baptist Convention of Iowa in inner 
city Des Moines, Iowa, as the state 
church and community ministries 
consultant and the co-director of 
Friendship Baptist Center.

The conference will bring under-
standing to generational poverty 

while examining the culture and 
mind-set of those living in poverty. 

It will explore the most effective 
ways to minister to the impover-
ished. 

Lunch will be provided.
To register, email oraines@absc.

org. Registration deadline is Aug. 
10.

Literacy 
Training set
SHERWOOD – A Literacy Mis-
sions Training Workshop is 
scheduled for Aug. 3-4 at Baring 
Cross Baptist Church, Sherwood. 
Training will begin at 2 p.m. Aug. 
3 and will conclude the next day 
at 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5150.

Access the ABN on your mobile device
On iPhone: Type www.arkansasbaptist.org in your Web 
browser.  Click on “add to home screen.”

On Android: On the desktop, press home screen until a 
context menu pops up. Select “shortcut” menu item. Select 
“bookmark” menu item. Bookmarks pop up. Select target 
bookmark Web page (www.arkansasbaptist.org), and it 
will display on the home screen.

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Celebration weekend
Keith Davis (above), former New York 
Giants professional football player, speaks 
to students at a local public school. Devin 
Wyman (right), former member of the 
New England Patriots, demonstrates his 
strength to students. The athletes were 
part of a Family Celebration Weekend 
conducted by Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, April 1-2. Between 75 and 100 
youth made professions of faith or other 
decisions over the weekend, which culmi-
nated during an event held at the church.
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Our daily news reports confirm 
some troubling prophesies. 

Christ - fol lowers 
face arrest, perse-
cution and even 
death. People turn 
away from godly 
values; they be-
tray and hate each 
other. We observe 
deceptive religious 
leaders, rampant 
evil and cold hearts 
(Matt. 24:9-12).

But the Bible 
also gives us some incredible prom-
ises.

Promise of His blessings. God 

blesses those who stand for peace 
and do the right thing. He blesses 

His followers, 
who are mocked, 
persecuted and 
accused. In fact, 
the Bible says, 
“Be happy about 
it! Be very glad! 
For a great re-
ward awaits you 
in heaven” (Matt. 
5:12, NLT).

Promise of a 
Savior. Matthew 

24:13-14 (NLT) promises, “But the 
one who endures to the end will be 
saved. And the Good News about 

the Kingdom will be preached 
throughout the whole world, so that 
all nations will hear it; and then the 
end will come.”

Promise of victory. In other 
words, we win in the end! One of 
my former pastors once compared 
worrying about end-time prophesies 
to reading a good suspense novel. 
He said if he gets too scared while 
he’s reading, he just stops, goes to 
the end of the book and reads the 
final chapter. Then, he goes back  
and tells the villain with confidence, 
“I know how this ends – and you 
lose!” 

I try to remember his story when 
I hear too much gloom and doom. 

So, I just pick up my Bible, and I 
read the last chapter. For there Jesus 
says, “Look, I am coming soon, 
bringing my reward with me to 
repay all people according to their 
deeds” (Rev. 22:12, NLT).

So, when you find yourself wor-
rying about our most recent world 
crisis, you might try reading the 
end of “The Book.” Then, remind 
the accuser of his future: “For the 
accuser of our brothers and sisters 
has been thrown down. … And they 
have defeated him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by their testimony. 
And they did not love their lives so 
much that they were afraid to die” 
(Rev. 12:10-11, NLT).

G ardening has become a new 
hobby for my family and my-

self. Recently, we planted lily bulbs, 
and it was a thrill to see the tiny 
green leaves break through the soil 
and reach for the sun. We each 
shared a sense of accomplishment. 
We worked hard tending the flow-
ers and now reap the benefits.

Tending to our little flower gar-
den was not always fun and relax-
ing. 

We struggled with ants, and these 
were not ordinary ants. These were 
ants on steroids. I began to think 
they were trying to take over our 
home. My husband put ant killer 
on the mounds, and by morning, 

the mounds had doubled. This hap-
pened more than once. These little 
critters were persistent.

Jesus tells a parable about a 
widow who desired justice against 
her adversary (Luke 18:1-8). She 
repeatedly asked the judge to grant 
her request. Initially, he refused, but 
this did not stop the widow. She 
kept right on asking the judge until 
he granted her justice. We must be 
like the widow; we cannot give up. 
We must always have a prayer in our 
hearts.

My grandfather went to be with 
God last summer. There has not 
been a day since his passing that 
I have not thought of him. I have 

many wonderful memories for 
which I am thankful. What I re-
member the most 
are his beautiful 
prayers. He could 
captivate you 
with his heartfelt 
words.

I used to say 
jokingly, “If God 
didn’t hear Pa-
paw’s prayers, 
then there was 
no use in me 
praying.”

We must pray with humility, not 
boastful arrogance (Luke 18:9-14). 
God desires communication with 

His children, but He will not toler-
ate an elite mentality. So be encour-

aged today that 
God has heard 
your cries. He has 
heard your prayers, 
and He has seen 
your tears. 

Keep bombard-
ing heaven with 
those prayers. Be 
like the many ants 
in my flower gar-
den that refuse to 

quit. Imagine what can be accom-
plished if we are as determined to 
pray as the little ant is determined 
to survive.

Money promises power and 
control, but it turns out to be 

powerfully controlling. 
My Southern Baptist cousin 

pulled the handle of a slot machine 
and hit the jackpot. Don later told 
me the Lord had previously spoken 
to his heart about his casino visits, 
and now he had learned lessons 
about serving God and mammon.

“No servant can serve two mas-
ters” (Luke 16:13a).

My cousin’s life was turned inside 
out when his secret sin was exposed. 
In the fine print, there was a provi-
sion for publicity, and pictures were 
released to the local media. It is 

tough for Christians when their sin 
hits the newspapers, especially when 
one such Christian is the church 
treasurer. It cost his fellowship with 
God, his standing in the church and 
eventually his health.

The sin most closely associated 
with money is covetousness (Luke 
16:14). God knows our hearts, and 
what men highly esteem is an abom-
ination in the sight of God, even 
when it is only a nickel slot.

Wealth can cause a man to over-
estimate himself. In the familiar ac-
count of Lazarus the beggar and the 
rich man (Luke 16:19-31), the Lord 
is not teaching that the rich man was 

tormented in the flames because he 
was rich. The problem was he was 
lost because of his wicked heart. He 
even carried his 
prideful attitude 
with him into the 
afterlife.

When man 
dies, his body 
returns to the 
earth, but the 
mind, will and 
intellect remain 
with his spirit. 
The lost soul cries out for mercy 
when he opens up his eyes in hell. 
He finds no mercy. Why?

The lost man remains to be in 
eternity whom he was in life. 

“Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send 
Lazarus” (Luke 
16:24). 

Did you catch 
that? This rich man, 
who in life saw La-
zarus beneath his 
table, would have 
said, “Why can’t he 
get food stamps?” 
instead of seeing to 

the needs of a starving beggar. Even 
in hell, as he begs for mercy, he still 
sees Lazarus in a subservient role. 

Christianity 105: Manage money well

Christianity 106: Learn to pray

Jesus is coming again 

S omeone has said Christianity is 
but one generation from extinc-

tion. It is almost inconceivable until 
you read Judges 2:10 (NKJV), which 
says, “When all 
that generation 
had been gath-
ered to their fa-
thers, another 
generation arose 
after them who 
did not know the 
Lord nor the work 
which He had 
done for Israel.” 

How could this 
be? The older generation failed to 
teach the younger generation God’s 
Word as Moses had commanded.

There is no such thing as a hand-
me-down faith. No matter how 
much I love and serve the Lord, I 
cannot believe for my children or 

g randchi ldren . 
They must believe 
for themselves. 
However, I can be 
a godly example 
and teach them 
God’s Word. 
My children and 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
should see in my 
life a love for God, 
obedience to His 

Word and faithful service in the 
ministry and mission of His church. 
This can become a foundation for 

their own legacy of faith and service 
to the Lord. In Deuteronomy 6:1-
15, Moses gives God’s people com-
mands that, if obeyed, will become 
the building blocks of a legacy of 
faith.

We cannot give to our children 
something we do not possess. We 
should fear the Lord and keep His 
commands (Deut. 6:2-3). We should 
love the one true God with all our 
heart, soul and strength (Deut. 6:4-
5). God’s commands should be con-
stantly on our minds and upon our 
lips (Deut. 6:6-9). We should live 
lives of gratitude for the things God 
has done for us and our families 
(Deut. 6:10-11). We must never for-
get how God has delivered us and 

wants our undivided commitment 
and worship (Deut. 6:12-15).

We must diligently teach our chil-
dren to do the same (Deut. 6:7). The 
concept of teaching diligently comes 
from the Hebrew word that means 
“to sharpen.” It is a picture of a war-
rior who constantly sharpens his 
sword in preparation for battle. As 
parents, we should be constantly, 
consistently and diligently teach-
ing our children the Scriptures. We 
must not miss any opportunities to 
sharpen our children’s hearts and 
minds with the Word of God. 

May we cultivate our faith, teach 
our children and leave a legacy of 
faith that will lasts for generations 
to come.

Building a legacy

ExplorE thE BiBlE

April 29, 2012
Lee Turner

Sunday school teacher
Watson Chapel Baptist, Pine Bluff 

Scripture passages:
Luke 16:13-15, 19-31

Karen Jordan
member

Crossgate Church, Hot Springs

Scripture passages:
Matthew 24:9-14, 39b-44; 

Revelation 7:9; 22:12-14 

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

April 29, 2012

ExplorE thE BiBlE

MAy 6, 2012
Kelli Haigwood

member 
Hermitage Baptist, Hermitage

Scripture passage:
Luke 18:1-14

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist, Conway
Scripture passage:

Deuteronomy 6:1-15a

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

MAy 6, 2012
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Arkansas Baptist News 
holds annual mother of 
the year essay contest.

Mother of year

PAGE 1

FBC, Stephens, hosts 
5K run to raise money 
for mission trip.

5K for missions

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews

Students 
worship at 
YEC event
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Go Digital

Get the ABN 
delivered to 

your desktop or 
digital device 

get more l pay less

your desktop or your desktop or 

Go to www.arkansasbaptist.org, click on "ABN Now 
Subscription" or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153
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