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Church Revitalization
theme of ABSC conf.
SHERWOOD – Men and 
women flooded the front of 
the sanctuary of First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, to pray 
and worship following the clos-
ing message of the 2015 State 
Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth, which 
took place Jan. 26-27. 

The focus of the conference 
was church revitalization.

Steve Gaines, who gave the 
closing message, encouraged 
attendees to learn how to pray 
and invited those who desired 
to be men and women of 
prayer to come forward.

“We’re beyond what man 
can do. … Politics can’t get us 
out of the mess we’re in. … 

We’ve got to go desperately, 
fervently to God in prayer,” 
said Gaines, senior pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cor-
dova, Tenn. “If I don’t ever 
preach another sermon, I want 
to pray the rest of my life. … If 
that’s what you want in your 
life, come join me right now.”

Attendees spent several 
other times in prayer during 
the conference as well. Mi-
chael Catt, pastor of Sherwood 
Baptist Church, Albany, Ga., 
encouraged attendees to come 
forward following his mes-
sage to pray for God to move 
in their churches. Following 

Ark. House bans
‘webcam abortions’
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas House of Representatives 
approved a bill Feb. 2 that es-
sentially bans the use of web-
cams in abortions.

House Bill 1076, sponsored 
by Rep. Julie Mayberry, R-
Hensley, requiring a physician 
to be in the room during a 
chemical abortion now heads 
to state Senate for approval, ac-
cording to published reports.

The bill – approved 83-4 
by the House  – will stop tele-
medicine abortions, also called 
“webcam abortions,” from be-
coming a practice in Arkansas, 
said Mayberry.

The vote comes two years 
after Arkansas legislators en-
acted some of the nation’s 
most-restrictive abortion lim-
its. The practice of prescrib-
ing pregnancy-terminating 
pills through telemedicine 

Detra Thomas shares ‘Heart for Home’ via radio
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

FORT SMITH – “It’s time 
now for ‘A Heart for Home’ 
with Detra Thomas.”

The introduction rumbles 
through radios across the 
Fort Smith area every week-
day at 2:51 p.m. And as soft 
introductory music fades, 
the voice of Detra Thomas 
fills the ears of listeners.

Thomas shares truths 
from God’s Word and en-
couragement for families 
through 2-minute radio 
vignettes, defined by Mer-
riam-Webster dictionary as 
“a short descriptive literary 
sketch,” that air on Spirit 
106.3 KZKZ-FM, a local 
Christian radio station. 

Thomas is married to 
Gary Thomas, campus 
minister at Arkansas Tech 
University – Ozark Cam-

pus, chaplain at Cass Job 
Corps Civilian Conservation 
Center for the Clear Creek 
Baptist Association and staff 

cartoonist for the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

Detra Thomas’ vignettes 
are part of A Heart for Home 

Ministries, which she and her 
husband founded in 1999. 
Through the ministry, the 
Thomas family seeks to en-

courage marriages and families 
to make Christ the center of 
their homes.

For eight years, they were See THOMAS page 2See ABORTION page 9

on the road with their 
seven children, traveling in 
16 states to help with reviv-
als, conferences, camps and 
more. The family did ev-
erything from juggling and 
doing chalk art to providing 
worship music and preach-
ing.

“Our goal was the encour-
agement of families to be a 
godly home, for as the home 
goes, so goes the nation,” 
Detra Thomas said.

Now their children are 
growing up and are less in-
volved, and the ministry is 
more home-based, though 
Detra Thomas still travels 
some.

The vignettes are a newer 
addition to the ministry, 
though the idea of radio 
ministry took root almost a 
decade ago.

Arkansas Baptists respond during a sermon by Steve Gaines, senior pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Cordova, Tenn, 
during the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Evangelism and Church Growth Conference at First Baptist Church, Sherwood. See EVANGELISM page 8

Detra Thomas records vignettes as part of her  “A Heart for Home” series.

Couple spends retirement 
serving across the world

Garretts 
on mission

page 14 
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“Eight years ago, Gary and 
I attended a revival conference 
at the (Billy Graham Training 
Center at the Cove in Ashe-
ville, N.C.),” Detra Thomas 
said. “I told Gary that I felt the 
Lord calling (us) to do radio at 
some point – not now, but (in) 
the future. I have a passion for 
parenting and wanted to en-
courage other moms. “

Thomas said she was vis-
iting with her son, Brian, in 
2013 when she mentioned that 
her desire to minister through 
radio had returned. 

“He suggested starting with 

vignettes,” she said. “We talk-
ed with the radio station and 
got prices, and here we are.”

She explained her heart for 
the ministry.

“Life is hard, and 
then it just seems to get 
harder, but the Word 
of God allows me to 
know Him and experi-
ence His Presence,” she 
said. 

She explained that 
sometimes when she needs 
God to give her “a token 
of good,” He speaks to her 
“through a person, a marquee 
or something small.”

“So I would like to be that 
‘token of good’ for someone 
who just (needs) a word – not a 

sermon, but a word,” she said. 
She explained that after tak-

ing the opening and closing 
of the vignettes into account, 

she only has 1 minute 
and 40 seconds to “say 
something that makes 
you think about seeing 
God differently.” 

“I want people to 
know that God de-
sires to be known and 
wants to interact with 

us on a very intimate level, but 
we must turn our hearts to 
Him and trust Him,” she said.

Thomas focuses her vi-
gnettes on what she calls “mat-
ters of the heart.”

She said the first three 
weeks of the vignettes focused 

on Matthew 5:8, which says 
that the pure in heart will see 
God.

She said she wants women 
to realize that “life is a journey 
that is tough, but we have a 
Savior, who not only paid our 
sin debt, but paved a path for 
us to walk in freedom, not de-
feat.”

The vignettes are also pub-
lished on the ministry’s Face-
book page – facebook.com/
aheartforhomeministries.

For more information, or 
to sponsor A Heart for Home 
vignettes on a local radio sta-
tion, contact aheartforhome-
ministries@gmail.com.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Thomas

Reid uses history to explain importance of revival
SHERWOOD – Revival that 
begins with God changes 
God’s people, Alvin Reid, pro-
fessor of evangelism and stu-
dent ministry at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., told 
ministers and guests at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Prayer Lead-
ers’ Workshop held prior to 
the ABSC’s State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Growth Jan. 26 at First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood.

Reid spoke from Psalm 126. 
The theme of his presentation, 
which focused on the study of 
revival, was When the Fire 
Falls.

“I am no expert on revival. 
I am simply a student,” said 
Reid. 

“We don’t study revival to 

learn about the experience of 
it, although He certainly gives 
us great experiences. We want 
to know God.”

Reid outlined a four-point 
definition of revival. He said 
revival is a movement of God, 
it is focused on the mis-
sion of God, it leads to 
changed lives and it oc-
curs inside and outside 
the church.

Expanding on his 
list of definitive quali-
ties of revival, Reid 
said young people, 
small groups, a gospel 
focus, missionary and church 
planting expansion and social 
justice are often features of re-
vival.

Using examples of histori-
cal Christian figures who led 
great revivals in the past – in-

cluding English ministers John 
and Charles Wesley, George 
Whitfield and C.H. Spurgeon 
– Reid, citing Psalm 126, said 
revival must begin with God, 
that revival changes God’s peo-
ple, revival reveals God’s glory 

to others and revival 
brings extraordinary 
effectiveness in king-
dom work.

Evan Roberts, a 
Welsh evangelist from 
the early 20th cen-
tury, preached a ser-
mon with four points, 
which led to the Re-

vival of 1904-1905. Reid said 
Roberts’ points, which outline 
themes of obedience, confes-
sion and evangelism necessary 
for revival, are as powerful 
today as they were when they 
were first preached more than 

100 years ago.
Robert’s “Four Points,” are 

(1) confess every known sin, (2) 
put away doubtful habits, (3) 
obey the Holy Spirit promptly 
and (4) proclaim Jesus publi-
cally.

“We will not see and experi-
ence the work of God without 
complete and total abandon-
ment to us, our plans and ab-
solute surrender,” said Reid. 

“I can tell you from expe-
rience in my own personal 
life, knowing how God has 
moved in the past, knowing 
God through His Word, un-
derstanding who God is and 
separating my preferences and 
my comfort and my stuff from 
unchanging Truth in God’s 
Word puts us in a position 
where we begin to see God 
move,” he said.

Reid

Arkansas Baptist News announces new advertising sections
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) has 
announced its special advertis-
ing sections for 2015, which 
include some “exciting new” 
additions.

As in the past, special sec-
tions will include emphases 
such as Christian education, 
travel, church building and fa-
cilities and camps and confer-
ences. New sections for 2015 
include financial/tax matters, 
health, day care and home 
schooling and grief/mental 
health.

“One of the more exciting 
editions will be published Dec. 
3 with our inaugural Baptist 
Business Leader of the Year 
section,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor/executive director.  
“We’ll be announcing more 

details in future editions of 
the ABN.”

Yarbrough added, “Our spe-
cial sections have proven to be 
very popular with our readers. 
Additionally, the sections pro-
vide important revenue to the 
newspaper to help us reduce 
our dependence 
on other funds, 
such as the Co-
operative Pro-
gram. The ABN 
obtaining more 
advertising dol-
lars ultimately 
means more 
mission dollars can be put 
on the field to reach folks for 
Jesus.”

He encouraged Arkansas 
Baptist pastors and members 
to notify the ABN of business-

men and women and others 
who may have an interested in 
advertising in the newspaper 
and expanding their statewide 
reach.

Published continuously 
since 1901, the ABN reaches 
more Baptists and evangeli-

cals in Arkansas 
than any other 
religious news 
o rgan i za t ion . 
With its estimat-
ed 60,000 read-
ers, the ABN is 
the No. 1 read 
religious publi-

cation in Arkansas and among 
the Top 10 subscription-based 
publications – religious or oth-
erwise – in the Natural State.

For information about 
how to advertise, contact Yar-

brough at 501-376-4791, ext. 
5161, or visit arkansasbapits.
org/advertise.

Following is a list of special 
sections planned for 2015:

– February 26: Christian 
Education Edition – Black 
History Month

– March 12: Travel
– March 26: Travel – Finan-

cial/Tax Matters
– April 9: Health Matters
– April 23: Student and 

Youth Ministry
– May 7: Pre-Southern Bap-

tist Convention (SBC) Annual 
Meeting Edition  – Family Fun

– May 21: Day Care/ Home 
School

– June 4: Church Building 
and Facilities

See ADVERTISING page 3

Baker discriminated 
against gays, says judge  
GRESHAM, Ore. (BP) – 
A judge’s verdict against 
a Christian couple in Or-
egon has religious liberty 
advocates counting this as 
the latest loss in the esca-
lating clash against sexual 
liberty. Administrative law 
Judge Alan McCullough 
ruled that Aaron and Me-
lissa Klein – owners of a 
Gresham, Ore., bakery – 
unlawfully discriminated 
against a lesbian couple by 
declining, based on their 
religious convictions, the 
couple’s request for a wed-
ding cake. In his Feb. 2 
ruling, McCullough found 
that the Kleins violated an 
Oregon civil rights law 
that includes sexual orien-
tation as a protected cat-
egory. A March 10 hearing 
will determine how costly 
the fine will be for the 
Kleins, who closed their 
Sweet Cakes by Melissa 
shop after a public back-
lash and began making 
cakes at home. The Kleins’ 
case is among an increas-
ing number involving 
wedding service providers 
who find their religious 
free exercise threatened by 
the expansion of legalized, 
same-sex marriage.

LifeWay pulls book 
after author recants
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources’ decision 
to stop selling a discred-
ited book about a 6-year-
old’s supposed vision of 
heaven is being cited as 
a reminder that follow-
ers of Jesus should rely 
on the Bible rather than 
subjective experience for 
their knowledge of the 
afterlife. LifeWay decided 
Jan. 15 that it would stop 
selling “The Boy Who 
Came Back from Heaven” 
by the father-son team of 
Kevin and Alex Malarkey 
after Alex, now 16, said 
in a statement that he 
fabricated the supposed 
vision.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3

Digest

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Stories of interest 
to Arkansas Baptists 

Gaines to Arkansas pastors: ‘Serve your community’
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

SHERWOOD – “A lot of your 
people want to go on a mission 
trip, but they are never told 
they live on a mission field.”

That was the message Steve 
Gaines, senior pastor of Bel-
levue Baptist Church in Cor-
dova, Tenn., shared with more 
than 100 pastors during a lun-
cheon and workshop at the 
close of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 2015 State 
Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth at First 
Baptist Church in Sherwood 
Jan. 27.

Gaines, who came to Bellev-
ue Baptist following the tenure 
of longtime Pastor Adrian Rog-
ers, told pastors, “You need to 
be able to tell people about 
Jesus at home before you go 
on a mission trip.”

He said since becoming 
the church’s pastor, he has 
led Bellevue to intentionally 
reach out to its community, as 

well as Memphis and the sur-
rounding region. Gaines said 
activities of the church have 
been carried 
out through 
its Bellevue 
Loves Mem-
phis program 
and funded in 
part through 
the church’s 
annual love 
o f f e r i n g , 
which was 
started when 
the church 
was located 
in Midtown 
Memphis by 
then Pastor 
R.G. Lee.

Gaines said 
included in the church’s ac-
tivities is a quarterly work day, 
prison ministry and a host of 
other community-focused out-
reach events all designed to 
reach people for Jesus – wheth-
er or not they ever darken the 
door of the church.

“I want to be like the first 
responders that ran into 
those building at 9/11,” said 

Gaines, add-
ing that social 
ministry and 
e v a n g e l i s m 
are a “mar-
riage made 
in heaven” 
for the local 
church in the 
21st century.

One of 
the activities 
Bellevue has 
undertaken is 
cleaning and 
repairing city 
schools, he 
said, adding 
that “commu-

nity renewal” leads to renew-
ing lives and reaching people 
for Jesus.

“Forget separation of 
church and state,” he said, 
pointing to the welcome the 
church received during its ini-
tiative to assist city schools.

It is important for churches 
to practice “intentional hos-
pitality,” said Gaines, adding 
the church should be quick 
in “welcoming everyone who 
walks through the door.”

Gaines said that he initially 
received some criticism regard-
ing the community outreach 
strategy, adding it was a tough 
period for him.

“You’ll lose some people, 
but you’ll gain more than you 
lose,” he said, adding later in 
his talk, “Not everyone was 
exuberant about it when it 
started, (but) we worked with 
the ones who were.”

Gaines emphasized to pas-
tors that community ministry 
doesn’t require a lot of money, 
just willing and committed vol-
unteers.

“Don’t let the money thing 
prevent you from getting in-
volved,” he said, adding that 
the money will come as the 
church serves. 

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

OBU’s Powell to lead Ark. Department of Higher Education
LITTLE ROCK – Brett Pow-
ell, vice president for admin-
istrative services at Ouachita 
Baptist University, has been 
named director of the Arkan-
sas Department of Higher Ed-
ucation, effective Feb. 9.

Powell, 47, was named to 
the statewide post Jan. 30 by 
the Arkansas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board. As 
a member of the governor’s 
cabinet, he will serve as an ad-
vocate for higher education. 
He succeeds Shane Broadway, 
who has accepted a position as 
vice president for government 
relations for Arkansas State 
University.

“I’m delighted with the se-
lection of Dr. Powell to be the 
new director of higher educa-
tion,” said Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son in a press release. 

“I’m pleased with the 

choice, and I’m pleased with 
the way the board conducted 
the selection process. I have no 
doubt that Dr. Powell will do a 
great job leading a department 
so crucial to the future of Ar-
kansas.”

Powell, who has 
served at Ouachita 
since 2006, previously 
was associate vice chan-
cellor at the University 
of Arkansas at Little 
Rock and director of 
financial services at the 
University of Arkansas 
Cooperative Extension 
Service.

“Brett Powell was my first 
administrative hire at Ouachi-
ta. He came to us at a crucial 
time,” said Ouachita President 
Rex Horne.

“I could not be more grate-
ful for Brett’s years of service 

and dedication to Ouachita,” 
he added. 

“He has had input in so 
many vital areas of importance 
in all things Ouachita. He will 
be missed, but we all can be 

proud of his contribu-
tions that will contin-
ue.”

“What a privilege 
it has been to serve at 
Ouachita and to play 
a small part in a num-
ber of positive changes 
that have occurred in 
recent years,” Powell 
said. “While I am tre-

mendously excited about this 
new opportunity, I know it 
means leaving behind an insti-
tution and, more importantly, 
the faculty, staff and students 
who make the institution spe-
cial that I will truly miss,” he 
noted. 

“I will always treasure my 
time at Ouachita, both for 
the rewarding work completed 
and for the lasting friendships 
gained.”

In his role as vice president 
for administrative services, 
Powell has directed the univer-
sity’s accounting, budgeting, 
investment management, pay-
roll, human resource services, 
facilities planning and man-
agement, purchasing, informa-
tion technology, risk manage-
ment, student financial servic-
es and auxiliary services. He 
supervised such major campus 
construction projects as the 
Student Village residence halls 
completed in 2009 and Cliff 
Harris Stadium dedicated in 
2014.

Powell and his wife, Stacey, 
have one daughter, Chandler, 
who is a junior at Ouachita.

Powell

Gaines
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– June 18: Family Fun –
Travel

– July 2: Post-SBC edition
– July 16: Back to Campus
– July 30: Dealing with 

Loss/Grief – Mental Health
– August 13: Cooperative 

Program 
– August 27: Youth Evan-

gelism Conference – Student 
Resources Directory

– September 10: Dixie Jack-
son Arkansas Missions Offer-
ing

– September 24: Pre-Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Annual Meeting Cov-
erage – Evangelism Emphasis 
– Pastor/Minister Apprecia-
tion Section Preview

– October 8: Pre-ABSC An-
nual Meeting – Pastor/Minis-

ter Appreciation Month
– October 22: Church 

Building and Facilities – Pas-
tor/Minister Appreciation 
Month

– November 5: Camps and 
Conferences

– November 19: Post-ABSC 
Annual Meeting Coverage

– December 3: Baptist Busi-
ness Leader of the Year

– December 17: Church 
Building and Facilities 

Let the ABN help 
your church 

or small business! 

For more information on 
methods of advertising, email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org.

Answers in Genesis
files lawsuit against Ky.
PETERSBURG, Ky. (BP) – 
Answers in Genesis (AiG) 
is suing the government 
of Kentucky for alleged 
discrimination in refusing 
to extend a sales tax re-
bate incentive program to 
the Ark Encounter theme 
park the apologetics minis-
try is building in northern 
Kentucky. The state’s deci-
sion to deny the tax incen-
tive based on AiG’s status 
as a religious organization 
is against the law and vio-
lates legal precedent, the 
lawsuit asserts. “The state 
was so insistent on treat-
ing our religious entity as a 
second-class citizen that we 
were simply left with no al-
ternative but to proceed to 
court,” AiG President Ken 
Ham said. “This is the lat-
est example of increasing 
government hostility to-
wards religion in America, 
and it’s certainly among 
the most blatant. Our 
organization spent many 
months attempting to rea-
son with state officials so 
that this lawsuit would not 
be necessary.”

Ministers’  Tax Guide 
released by GuideStone

DALLAS – The 2015 
edition of GuideStone’s 
annual Tax Return Prep-
aration and Federal Re-
porting Guide, Minis-
ters’ Tax Guide for 2014 
Returns is now available. 
The handbook is for ac-
tive and retired ministers 
and includes step-by-
step instructions, sample 
forms and detailed help 
in understanding the lat-
est tax laws. Additionally, 
church treasurers and 
other church leaders may 
use the guide as a resource 
about important federal 
requirements for church-
es. GuideStone partici-
pants can receive the free 
Guide by visiting guide-
stone.org/taxguide or 
can request a free printed 
copy by calling 1-888-98-
GUIDE (1-888-984-8433).
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through our state conven-
tions has been criticized by 
many influential leaders in 
the SBC. Every SBC church 
benefits directly or indirectly 
from the ministries of our 
state convention. Our state 
conventions and associations 

contribute 
more to 
strengthen-
ing our 
common 
theological 

convictions, missions support 
and education, evangelistic 
zeal, disaster relief efforts, 
social ministries and public 
perception than any other ele-
ment of SBC life.

When I was serving with 
the International Mission 
Board (IMB) of the SBC, we 
were told that when encour-
aging churches to support 
the Lottie Moon (Christmas 
Offering for International 
Missions), we should remind 
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

“MeChurch: Where’s its all 
about you.”

The video was produced to 
point out how self-centered 
our culture has become.

Too often today, when we 
go to church, we focus on 

what we 
want to get 
out of the 
experience, 
rather than 
what God 
wants for 
our lives.

But this 
behavior isn’t just limited to 
those who sit in the pew.

Evangelicals often witness 
the downfall of leaders whose 
“it’s all about me” approach 
to ministry results in compro-
mising the integrity of their 
church or other institution.

I’ve witnessed several pas-
tors of once Southern Baptist 
churches proclaim boldly 
from the pulpit that they are 
now nondenominational 
because they go by no man’s 
words, only the Bible.

The problem is, of course, 
that denominations like the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion – in spite of all its flaws 
– came into being because of 
an agreement to certain basic 
tenets of the Christian faith. 
There’s also an aspect of ac-
countability when a church 
and its leadership belong to a 
denomination that cooperates 
together to further the gospel 
around the globe, like South-
ern Baptists do.

The “me” leader can en-
croach on other institutions 
as well, such as seminaries, 
colleges and other entities. 
That’s what trustees and a 
board of directors are for, to 
keep an eye on things and 
guard the entity from being 
mesmerized by a “me” leader. 
Ultimately, we cannot do it 
on our own in our human 

W hen I served at the 
North American Mis-

sion Board, the video depart-
ment produced a video called 
“MeChurch” to illustrate 
some aspects of church cul-
ture today.

The 
video  was 
about the 
fictional 
MeChuch 
and fea-
tured vi-
gnettes of 
people who 
all had different reasons why 
they would consider attend-
ing church.

Here are some excerpts:
“Imagine a church where 

every member is passionately, 
wholeheartedly, recklessly call-
ing the shots,” the announcer 
proclaims.

A lady from her office desk 
looks at the camera and says, 
“I have a busy work week. By 
the time Sunday rolls around, 
I’m tired. So how about a 
church service that starts 
when I get there?”

The announcer responds, 
“Can do. When you arrive, 
we begin!”

“This guy, he plays by his 
own rules,” says a father in a 
baseball cap, pointing to his 
wife holding a small baby. 
“We want to find a church 
where if he starts screaming, 
we’re not the bad guys.” 

The announcer agrees, 
“Say no more. If your baby 
is screaming, you stay seated. 
The others around you can 
leave.”

An older lady sitting on 
her porch reading, pauses 
and says, “When I am in the 
church service, can my car get 
a buff and a wax?”

The announcer responds, 
“Not just that, but an oil 
change and a tune-up!”

The final screen ends with: 

Responding to the ‘me’ culture of the 21st century 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

CP commitment should be unwavering

flesh. Our only hope is plac-
ing our trust in Jesus Christ 
for discernment and guid-
ance.

Scripture says, “For the 
mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God, for it does not 
submit to God’s law; indeed, 
it cannot. Those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God” 
(Rom. 8:7-8, ESV).

It’s that simple. Without 
God, life is all about “me.” 
With God, life is all about 
“Him.”

“I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing” 
(John 15:5, ESV).

I was blessed to read the 
article in the Jan. 15 Arkan-
sas Baptist News concerning 
First Baptist Church, Alym-
ra, and their longtime com-
mitment to give 30 percent 
of undesignated funds to 
the Cooperative Program. 
Their example 
of sacrificial 
giving and trust 
shown to our 
state convention 
and the South-
ern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) is to be commended. 
While most churches are 
not able to give 30 percent, 
it might surprise some of 
our readers to know that in 
the not-too-distant past, the 
percentage giving by South-
ern Baptist churches aver-
aged more than 10 percent. 
Today’s average is around 
5 percent. In recent years, 
the traditional Cooperative 
Program giving channel 

them to not take that 
money from their Coopera-
tive Program giving. Now 
North American Mission 
Board and IMB missionar-
ies are being told to go to 
individuals and churches to 
solicit funds for their direct 
support and their budget 
items outside the money 
given to the Cooperative 
Program through the state 
conventions. Many church-
es are giving directly to the 
SBC Executive Committee. 
I am afraid we are going 
down a slippery slope to a 
societal giving approach in 
the SBC. The Cooperative 
Program was developed as 
one of the finest methods 
of missions support in his-
tory. Those who ignore 
the lessons of history are 
doomed to make the mis-
takes of the past.

Ron West
Little Rock
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Most men don’t like to hold hands and sing

Learning with loveBaptists Ask
Is it OK for my church to have 
‘fundraisers’? D uring my high school years as a missionary kid, I 

spent a good deal of time with my band director. 
“Aunt” Barbara was a single missionary ministering in the 
capital city, and I was a somewhat lonely teenager living 
in a rural part of the country. Because Aunt Barbara was 
willing to include me in the school band she directed, my 
wonderful dad planned his work trips 
to the capital around band days. At 
first, I would simply crash at her apart-
ment while she taught school, waiting 
for band time to roll around. But as my 
high school years progressed, she began 
to invite me to come spend a weekend 
with her here or there. She invested in 
me. She spent time with me. 

This investment was not structured. I 
didn’t have a weekly meeting with her so she could impart 
her wisdom upon me. She simply chose to build a relation-
ship with me. And even though I did not always want to 
heed her advice or wisdom, I still respected her. Looking 
back now, I cannot help but see the many, many ways God 
worked in me through her. 

In Titus 2:3-5, we find an instruction for older women 
to teach and encourage younger women. But sometimes 
we forget that this does not have to be a formal mentoring 
time of Bible study and intentional training. While such 

structured times are good, they can cause us to miss what 
might be even better: relationships. 

Every month or so, I have the privilege of going out to 
lunch with a precious group of ladies from church. I have 
never sat under them in Bible study. They do not give me 
parenting lessons or counsel me in my marriage. They sim-

ply invest in me. I have been welcomed 
into their circle as a friend, despite the 
age difference between us. Oh, the things 
I have learned simply by spending time 
with them! 

In these women, I see how to establish 
lasting friendships. They exemplify how 
to accept both the good and bad with 
grace. Their laughter fills me with delight, 
and their experience helps me grow in 

wisdom and understanding. But above all, I get to see their 
continued growth in faith, no matter how many years have 
passed since Christ first became Lord of their lives. 

I do not deny that much of our learning must be accom-
plished through structured teaching. But there is a learn-
ing that no formal teaching can accomplish, a learning that 
can only come from the building of relationships. 

That, my friends, is my favorite way to learn.
Ann Hibbard is a pastor’s wife and member of First Baptist 

Church, Almyra.

W ild game dinners, beast feasts, roadkill roundups – I 
love these kinds of events. I enjoy attending them, 

speaking at them and especially connecting with men who 
would not ordinarily attend a church event. It is amazing 
how relationally and spiritually open men can be over a big 
plate of barbecued beast.

I was recently at an event where about 300 men from 
throughout the small rural county showed up sporting 
their masculine outdoor attire, antici-
pating a big plate of exotic meats and a 
chance to win one of 30 different door 
prizes (including two shotguns and 
an all-terrain vehicle). The gospel was 
clearly presented using hunting stories 
to illustrate each point. That night 56 
men made professions of faith in Jesus 
Christ! From start to finish, the event 
was full of excitement, 
anticipation, laughter and 
even some tears. Men con-
nected with each other and 
to God.

As the event came to a 
close, the pastor went to 
the microphone and asked 
the men to join hands with 
those at their table. Then 
he began singing a song 
and asked all the men to 
join with him and sing. As 
I looked around the room, 
about half of the men were 
holding hands – some obviously very uncomfortably – and 
only a few were singing. Most did not know the words of 
the song. In just a moment, the atmosphere in the room 
had gone from electrifying to weird. So, what happened?

Unless men have grown up in an evangelical church, 
most feel very uncomfortable holding another man’s 
hand and singing – it just doesn’t feel normal in today’s 
American culture. But the pastor so enjoyed the fellowship 
that he wanted to seal the special night with a “fellowship 
song.” For most of these men, it was just weird.

In the same way, we church people often expect men 

who are seekers or new believers to engage in personal 
spiritual discussions in small groups or Bible study classes 
– that is equally weird. What this pastor did not realize was 
that there is a three-stage progression for men to develop 
spiritual relationships with other men.  Here they are:  (1) 
work (2) play and (3) pray.

Men who have never met can work together. Whether 
on the job, building a porch or solving a computer prob-

lem, men become comfortable with each 
other by working together. Most of the un-
churched at the event that night showed 
up because they were invited by a co-work-
er. Churches can also provide “work-type” 
events that provide an environment for 
men to get to know each other. Church-
sponsored community betterment projects 
are among some of the best ways to do 

this.
After men work together, 

then they can play together. 
Golfing, fishing, basketball, 
tennis, hunting, watching a 
ballgame, even playing video 
games are all ways that men 
play together. This relational 
stage seldom happens without 
first working together. 

Only after men work to-
gether and play together are 
they comfortable praying 
together – or participating in 
spiritual activities with other 

men. Sharing spiritual thoughts, communicating feelings, 
asking spiritual questions – certainly singing (especially 
while holding hands) – are spiritually relational activities. 
Jumping to these activities without first going through the 
relational stages of working and playing can quickly short-
circuit the relationship process and drive men away from 
church.

So next time you have an event that attracts unchurched 
men, try handshakes, fist bumps and high-fives – save the 
handholding for the couple’s retreat.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

ANSWERING
HIS CALL

Eric Ramsey

T he first “building campaign” 
(Ex. 35-36), and the first mis-

sion offering (2 Cor. 8-9) prove 
that God’s people have always had 
fundraisers. Most Arkansas Bap-
tist churches involve themselves 
in two types of fundraising: (1) 
undesignated giving, for their gen-
eral budget (e.g., salaries, utilities, 
church ministries 
and the Coopera-
tive Program) and 
(2) designated giv-
ing (e.g., offerings 
for international, 
national and state 
missions).

At times, how-
ever, congregations 
have special offerings for their 
church ministries. It may be for 
a building fund, for a seasonal 
ministry (vacation Bible school, 
children’s/youth camp) or other 
special project. Churches often 
raise this money during a special 
worship service or a series of 
events that focus on the offering.

Some churches hold silent auc-
tions, dinners, car washes, bake 
sales or yard sales to raise money 
for special events or projects. My 
concern for such activities is that 
it creates a “something for some-
thing” attitude that is often found 
in organizations outside the 
Church. Such activities can also 
detract from the various “official” 
channels of giving in which the 
church already participates. These 
extra ministries should specify 
exactly for what the raised money 
will be used.

 Churches should carefully 
consider if project fundraising is 
essential to its mission. It might 
first look at its general budget and 
see if it is truly reflective of how 
church money is spent. Groups 
might consider doing a ministry 
without allowing an offering 
(a free car wash, for example).   
When the church sees the group 
actually involved in ministry, it is 
more likely to give to it outright.

No Bible verse prohibits 
churches from having fundrais-
ers, but churches should seriously 
consider how fundraising is per-
ceived. The Body of Christ should 
not only be generous in its giving, 
but should also be deliberate in 
its use.

Ken Gore is chairman of the depart-
ment of Christian Studies at Williams 
Baptist College. Baptists Ask is reader-
driven. If you have a question or com-
ment, submit it to tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org.
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Ark. students lift voices during PraizFest at FBC, Benton
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTON – A hushed silence 
fell over the sanctuary of First 
Baptist Church, Benton, as 
audience and participants 
alike waited for the program 
to begin. Finally, Larry Gray-
son, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evange-
lism and church health team 
member, stepped on stage to 
introduce the PraizFest 2015 
concert. And with a wave of 
clinician Dan Baker’s hands, 
the concert began. 

The concert was the culmi-
nation of the students’ work 
during PraizFest, a the youth 
choir event sponsored by the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team. More than 180 
students in grades seven 
through 12, representing 21 
churches, gathered at First 
Baptist Jan. 30-31 for the an-
nual event, which combines 
singing, worship and perfor-
mances from several student 
choirs across the state.

“PraizFest 2015 was one of 
the best ever!” Grayson said. 

“The students had a blast, they 
sang incredibly well and the fi-
nale worship was powerful!” 

Baker, minister of music at 
First Baptist Church, Amaril-

lo, Texas, served as clinician; 
and Bill Newton, student min-
ister at First Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, served as event 

pastor.
Dave Whittington, music 

and worship pastor at Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, took 18 students 
to PraizFest this year. Prior to 
taking his position at Park Hill 
several years ago, he served 
at Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock. Through 
the years, he has taken many 
students to PraizFest.

“It’s a good bonding time,” 
Whittington said. “It’s a good 
time for them to be part of a 
large choir experience and just 
be with kids from around the 
state that enjoy music, love to 
sing, and experience different 
kinds of music. We’ve had a 
variety of different choir con-
ductors over the years, and 
each one of them brings their 
own unique personality to the 
event so it’s just great. The 
kids enjoy each and every one 
of them.”

Hudson Peters, member of 
First Baptist Church, Fayette-
ville, has been to PraizFest sev-
eral times and said he enjoys 
the atmosphere of the event.

“Everyone’s here for a rea-

son. Everyone’s here to wor-
ship, praise God and stuff like 
that,” said the high school 
senior, adding that there are 
always good songs and fellow-
ship at the event.

Faith Carnie, member of 
Hot Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, said her favor-
ite aspect is “the way that all 
the churches get together,” as 
well as the sound of a large 
choir. 

The harmonies of this year’s 
choir echoed through the sanc-
tuary to the applause of the 
audience. Students flooded 
the sanctuary with songs like 
“Open up the Heavens” and 
“Victor’s Crown.” And as the 
concert drew to a close, one 
last song – taken from Psalm 
3 – rose in praise to the Lord: 
“But Thou, O Lord, are a 
shield for me; my glory, and 
the lifter of my head.”

High school, college students join to learn Christian leadership skills 
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – How can col-
lege-bound high school juniors 
and seniors solidify their faith 
and maintain a strong Chris-
tian influence on progressively 
secularized campuses?

“So many high school stu-
dents stay involved in their 
youth groups; but when they’re 
independent, if they’re not in-
tentional in putting Jesus in 
the forefront, they can gradual-
ly move away from Him,” said 
Chris Lowery, college pastor 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

The Lead/Defend Confer-
ence, which Lowery said is the 
first of its kind, is designed 
to help students with the 

transition to college.
“(This conference) exposes 

high school students to what 
college will look like from ex-
perts, people who live 
and breathe college 
life,” said Cole Penick, 
collegiate minister at 
the University of Ar-
kansas and high school 
breakout conference 
session leader.

Penick likened the 
transition between 
high school and college to 
an unlit highway. Lights il-
luminate the highway when 
students keep connected to a 
youth group, he said, but stu-
dents get to college and find 
an unlit path. 

“This conference will 
turn the lights back on,” said 

Penick. “The path is well-lit; 
they do not have to wander on 
their own.” 

“I think anytime we can 
come together 
across churches 
for the purpose 
of igniting the 
passion of the 
Great Com-
mission – I 
think that’s 
a win-win for 
us,” said Nick 

Floyd, senior pastor at Cross 
Church, Fayetteville, and one 
of two main speakers for the 
conference. Floyd will address 
all age groups regarding Chris-
tian leadership skills at the col-
lege level.

Floyd said he’s “pumped” to 
get the opportunity to “speak 

into this generation.” 
“This generation doesn’t 

care about their lives; they 
care about the Great Commis-

sion, whatever 
it costs them,” 
he said. 

H o w e v e r , 
Floyd recogniz-
es that students 
face a much 
different world 
than he did as a 
young adult.

“The students of today face 
constant temptations and a 
culture increasingly harsh to 
faith,” he said.

Jeff Williams, lead pastor 

of Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, will speak at a break-
out session for college students 
regarding Christian leader-

ship. 
Sponsored by the 

Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention colle-
giate and young lead-
ers team, the one-day 
event starts at 10 a.m. 
and continues until 5 
p.m. For more infor-
mation and to register, 

visit B1BCM.com.
Lisa Falknor writes for the Ar-

kansas Baptist State Convention 
and is a regional correspondent for 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

More than 180 students from grades seven through 12 gathered at First Baptist 
Church, Benton, Jan. 30-31 for PraizFest. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

FloydPenick Williams

Students sing during PraizFest.

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been 
established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping to 
secure the future of o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by 
making a contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact 
David Moore at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 
800-798-0969 (toll free outside of Little Rock) for more information.
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BPC chairman resigns, discusses departure of Caner, Scott
MOUNT VERNON, Ga. – 
A number of top leadership 
team members have left Brew-
ton-Parker College in 
rural Georgia follow-
ing the departure of 
the college’s controver-
sial president, Ergun 
Caner.

Gary Campbell, 
chairman of trustees, 
announced his resig-
nation Feb. 2 prior to 
introducing Charles 
“Charlie” Bass to faculty and 
staff as the college’s interim 
president. Bass is a former vice 
president and head of student 
services at Brewton-Parker 
College. Most recently, he was 
headmaster at a private school 
in Franklin, N.C.

Before announcing his own 
resignation, Campbell dis-
cussed the unexpected resigna-
tion of Caner on Jan. 20 and, 
a week later, the termination 
of C.B. Scott, a vice president.

Scott was one of the first 
administrative appointments 
made by Caner, who called 
him “the perfect man for the 
job” of overseeing the college’s 
alumni and college relations 
programs. Scott, who was al-
ready serving in various capaci-
ties at the college according to 
the original press release an-
nouncing his appointment, 
was elevated to the cabinet-
level position on Jan. 27, 2014.

Campbell addressed specu-

lation regarding recent leader-
ship changes at Brewton-Park-
er, including events that led to 

the departures of Scott 
and Caner 

He said events 
began to unfold when 
four claims were re-
ceived, three of which 
were mailed to most of 
the trustees while the 
second came directly 
to Campbell and one 
other trustee. The col-

lege’s executive committee in-
vestigated the claims and met 
on multiple occasions regard-
ing the claims, said Campbell.

The four claims concerned 
(1) allegations that the former 
president made racially vulgar 
comments, (2) an allegation of 
a racial comment regarding a 
staff member, (3) an allegation 
regarding derogatory remarks 
about two staff members and 
(4) an allegation of inappropri-
ate behavior.

In addressing each alle-
gation, Campbell said the 
school’s executive committee 
was unable to either “refute or 
authenticate” the first charge 
since it came down to one per-
son’s claim versus another’s 
denial. Secondly, the commit-
tee authenticated the second 
allegation of a racial comment 
concerning a staff member, 
although Caner insisted he 
did not mean it in a negative 
or derogatory manner. The 

third allegation concerned 
derogatory comments Caner 
allegedly made about two 
staff members in the privacy 
of Caner’s home. Campbell 
said, “While there was some 
credible evidence of these 
comments, we were not able 
to validate this conclusively.” 
Finally, when the fourth alle-
gation was raised while ques-
tioning Caner, Campbell said 
the former president stated 
that he “no longer had the will 
or energy to fight” and “had 
made the decision to resign as 
president.” Caner then “asked 
permission to make his resig-
nation official at our upcom-
ing board meeting,” which was 
the next day.

Campbell said at that point 

the investigation was discon-
tinued and Caner resigned the 
next day.

Concerning Scott, 
Campbell said he, not 
the college’s trustees, 
made the decision to 
terminate Scott.

“I made the deci-
sion to terminate Dr. 
Scott’s contract in my 
sole position as the 
person responsible for 
the duties of the presi-
dent, according to our bylaws. 
While I did seek counsel from 
executive committee members, 
it was not a board decision,” 
Campbell said.

He added, “Some believe 
this decision to terminate Dr. 
Scott’s contract was made to 

get back at him in some way 
for what happened to Dr. 
Caner. That is not accurate. 

My decision was based 
singularly on an infrac-
tion of a very impor-
tant business policy of 
how grievance infor-
mation is distributed 
within the chain of 
command.”

Brewton-Parker Col-
lege, affiliated with the 
Georgia Baptist Con-

vention, is supported in part 
through gifts given through 
the Cooperative Program.

This article was compiled from 
reporting by Joe Westbury, manag-
ing editor of The Christian Index, 
the news journal of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention. 

Scott Caner

Mark your calendar!

The conference will be held at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention building in Little 

Rock. Admission is free but registration is 
required. Lunch will be provided. 

To register visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/ABCC15

Arkansas Baptist Communications Conference – May 8

<
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Sermon recordings available
Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention State 
Conference on Evangelism and Church Growth are available for purchase 
through MasterSound Media. MasterSound may be contacted at 806-852-
2101 or by visiting mastersoundmedia.com.

continued from page one
EVANGELISM
a message brought by Tom El-
liff, former president of the 
International Mission Board, 
a prayer was said for Elliff and 
his wife, who is battling can-
cer.

In addition, a time of guid-
ed prayer was led by Manley 
Beasley Jr., senior pas-
tor of Hot Springs 
Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs; Bill Elliff, se-
nior teaching pastor of 
The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock, and 
Terry Bostick, team 
leader of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and 
church health team. Beasley 
led a time of prayer focused 
on having a passion for souls; 
Bill Elliff led a time of prayer 
encouraging attendees to pray 
for unbelievers by name, and 
Bostick led a time a prayer fo-
cused on having boldness and 
courage in sharing the gospel.

Conference attendees also 
heard a report from Bostick 
regarding the ABSC’s Church 
Revitalization empha-
sis. And they heard “Ar-
kansas observations” 
from J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, ABSC execu-
tive director, regarding 
revival and how to pre-
pare for it.

Several students 
from the Ouachita 
Baptist University 
Hickingbotham School of 
Business shared about Dr. 
Jack’s Coffee. When Arkan-
sas Baptist churches buy Dr. 
Jack’s Coffee to supply in their 
churches, a third of the profits 
are donated to the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries. Compli-
mentary coffee was provided 
at the conference.

Featured speakers for the 
conference were Kevin Hamm, 
pastor of Gardendale First 
Baptist Church, Gardendale, 
Ala.; Tom Elliff; Catt; Robert 
Smith, professor of Christian 
preaching at Beeson Divin-
ity School, Birmingham, Ala.; 
Gaines; Brent Crowe, vice 
president of Student Leader-

ship University, Orlando, Fla., 
and Alvin Reid, professor of 
evangelism and student min-
istry at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C.

Worship was led by record-
ing artist Charles Billingsley, 
who serves as worship leader 
at Thomas Road Baptist 
Church, Lynchburg, Va. More 
than 100 members of Arkan-

sas Master’Singers per-
formed.

Bostick noted the 
conference boasted a 
“near-capacity crowd” 
at First Baptist.

“I thought last year 
was good, but this year 
was even better!” said 
Bostick. “It was a wor-

ship service from the minute 
the conference started. People 
came ready to worship and 
ready to hear from God, and 
I think that’s what made the 
difference. It didn’t feel like a 
conference at all – it felt like 
an extended worship service. 
And that’s what we want this 
to continue to be – a place for 
people to come be encouraged 
and challenged every year.”

The conference was preced-
ed by a Prayer Leaders’ 
Workshop featuring 
Reid as speaker (see 
related story, Page 2).

A new feature of 
the 2015 conference 
were workshops held 
during lunch Jan. 27. 
Bostick said more than 
400 people stayed for 
the workshops, which 

were as follows: Pastors’ Lunch 
and Workshop with Gaines, 
Ministers of Music Lunch 
and Workshop with Billing-
sley, Student Pastors’ Lunch 
and Workshop with Crowe, 
Ministers’ Wives Lunch and 
Fellowship with Andrea Len-
non, Arkansas women’s min-
istry writer and speaker and 
women’s ministry specialist for 
the ABSC, and Preschool and 
Children’s Ministers’ Lunch 
and Workshop with Mark 
Jones, children’s pastor for 
Quail Springs Baptist Church 
in Oklahoma City, Okla.

Following is a summary of 
the messages of evangelism 
conference speakers.

 

Kevin Hamm
Kevin Hamm, pastor of Gar-

dendale First Baptist Church, 
Gardendale, Ala., reminded 
attendees that they are “living 
in the last days” and that if 
there is to be a great revival, it 
must start with them.

He spoke from Isaiah 44:21-
23, encouraging attendees to 
remember that God created 
them and will never leave 
them; to return to God; to 
rejoice in what God has done 
and to shout to Him.

Hamm encouraged the 
crowd to “fall back in love with 
Him (Jesus).”

“It’s not rocket science,” 
he said. “Just fall back in love 
with Him.”

He encouraged attendees 
to “preach His Word with pas-
sion” and “share the Word 
with enthusiasm.”

Tom Elliff
Tom Elliff, former president 

of the International Mission 
Board, spoke from 2 Timothy 
1.

“To share the gospel … is ab-
solutely counter to everything 
in our culture,” Elliff said.

He paraphrased 2 Timothy 
1:12 as saying: “This is not an 
easy road, but you won’t be 
sorry you’ve taken it because 
it’s a road that leads to intima-
cy with Christ by faith, upon 
which you discover He can 
handle it.”

He reminded attendees that 
the lost world needs to hear 
that God can handle the cir-
cumstances in which they find 
themselves.

Michael Catt
Michael Catt, pastor of 

Sherwood Baptist Church, Al-
bany, Ga., spoke on “what hap-
pens when God shows up.” 

He began his message by 
reading from 1 Chronicles 
17:20, 2 Samuel 7:22 and 
Psalm 44:1.

Catt spoke to attendees 
about the recognition of a des-
perate need, the recollection 
of a dynamic season and the 
reminder of the dynamic of 
the Spirit. 

“You can’t work up re-
vival. You can’t work up the 
new birth. You can’t work up 
the burden for lost people. 
You can’t work up the Holy 
Spirit,” Catt said. “But you 
can set your sails to catch the 
wind of God blowing across 
the landscape. And you can 
put yourself in a position 
for God to use you, for God 
to manifest Himself in your 
presence in such a way that  

He changes everything.”
Catt added, “There are sea-

sons for wind. There are tor-
nado seasons and hurricane 
seasons. And I believe we are 
in a season when God is be-
ginning to bring a wind across 
this land to give us one more 
chance for a mighty move in 
our midst. If we miss it, God 
help us. … It will take a wind 
from heaven to change our 
churches. It will take a wind 
from heaven to give 
us the Book of Acts 
again.”

Catt brought at-
tendees a second mes-
sage, which began with 
a story about how he 
once went to turn on 
the water in his shower 
following a long trip 
and nothing came out.

“I called the water compa-
ny and said, ‘Hey, what’s the 
deal?’ And they said, ‘You for-
got to pay your bill. We cut the 
water off,’” said Catt. “And I’ll 
tell you there have been times 
when I’ve preached and I knew 
that I forgot to pay the bill.”

Catt said a good un-
derstanding of the Holy 
Spirit gives believers  

better spiritual discernment.
“(Evangelist) Manley Beas-

ley said, ‘The absence of God 
is hard to define, but His pres-
ence is easy to detect,’” said 
Catt. “I want to ask you a very 
personal question. … Are you, 
right now, filled with the Holy 
Spirit?”

Catt said that oftentimes 
Christians confuse being “in-
dwelt” with the Holy Spirit 
and being “filled” with the 

Holy Spirit.
“If indwelling was 

all we needed, then 
Paul would have never 
said, ‘Be filled,’” said 
Catt. “The filling is 
an attitude of obedi-
ence and an act of sur-
render. … Jesus said in 
John 15, ‘Apart from 

Me you can do nothing.’”
Catt shared three points 

from Ephesians 5:18.
He said the passage gives a 

“command” to the Church to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and it emphasizes the impor-
tance of Christians being 
open to being filled with the 
Holy Spirit and giving God  

Hamm

Tom Elliff

Catt

See EVANGELISM page 9

An Arkansas Baptist reads his Bible during the 2015 State Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth which took place Jan. 26-27 at First Baptist Church, Sherwood.

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
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Smith

Crowe

Arkansas Baptists pray for future leaders during the 2015 State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church Growth held Jan. 26-27 at First Baptist Church, Sherwood.

continued from page 8
EVANGELISM
“control” of their lives all the 
time, “continually.”

Catt said the two keys to 
continually being filled with 
the Holy Spirit are “immedi-
ate confession” and “immedi-
ate obedience.”

“How are we going to 
change the culture? By people 
so full of Jesus that the world 
cannot deny the difference 
that Christ has made in our 
life,” said Catt.

Robert Smith
Robert Smith, professor of 

Christian preaching at Beeson 
Divinity School, Birmingham, 
Ala., spoke from the Book of 
Jonah on the topic “beyond 
the border,” noting Jonah did 
not want to go beyond the bor-
der to Ninevah.

Smith took passages from 
Jonah and noted principles 
attendees could apply to their 
lives. For example, Jonah 
survived inside a fish, which 

is an impos-
sible concept 
to human 
minds. But 
Smith point-
ed out that 
God, rather 
than work-
ing logically, 
works “super-
logically,” and 

that Jonah survived because 
God wasn’t through with him.

Smith noted the Book of 
Jonah ends with a question. 
God noted that Jonah cared 
about a plant Jonah did not 
create, and God asked if He 
should not care about a city of 
120,000-plus people.

“It seems to me that God 
allows a question to be unan-
swered … because He wants 
you and me to answer that 
question – Shouldn’t you 
and shouldn’t I be concerned 
about the lost?”

Smith ended by remind-
ing attendees that Christians 
know the end of the eternal 
story; and he contrast-
ed Jonah with Jesus.

“Jonah was not will-
ing to cross the bor-
ders and had to have 
pressure, but Jesus 
crossed the borders. 
He stepped out of eter-
nity and stepped into 
time. … Jonah said, 
‘Take my life,’ but the Greater 
than Jonah said, ‘No one takes 
My life; I give it a ransom for 
many.’ … Jesus stayed in the 

heart of the earth, and He 
wasn’t vomited (like Jonah) 
but He rose; … and because 
He lives, I can face tomorrow. 
Because He lives, all fear is 
gone.”

Steve Gaines
Steve Gaines, pastor of Bel-

levue Baptist Church, Cordo-
va, Tenn., spoke about prayer, 
taking his text from Mark 11.

“We love to preach, 
don’t we? … Before 
you preach, you need 
to learn how to pray. 
Before you talk to 
other people about 
Jesus, you need to talk 
with Jesus. … You need 
to learn to hear His 
voice,” Gaines said.

He noted four points regard-
ing prayer: (1) Christians must 
prioritize prayer; (2) they must 
pray in faith; (3) they must 
pray for God to move moun-
tains and (4) when Christians 
pray, God will answer.

He said that the reason 
many Christians don’t pray 
is that they don’t know how. 
However, Jesus taught Chris-
tians how to pray.

Brent Crowe
Brent Crowe, vice president 

of Student Leadership Univer-
sity in Orlando, Fla., spoke out 
of Habakkuk.

“Habakkuk – yes it is 
strange … that we would look 
at the doubting Thomas of the 
Old Testament this morning,” 
said Crowe. “I am fascinated 
with this minor prophet.”

“I am fascinated for a cou-
ple of reasons. There is quite a 
bit of parallel between our cul-
ture and the culture in which 
Habakkuk prophesied,” said 
Crowe. 

“There is a hypocritical con-
science that characterizes the 
people of Judah. So it is that 
we live in a very troubling time 
in which I believe we have a 
hypocritical conscience.”

Crowe said the push for le-
galization of gay marriage; an 
end to racism and the current 
legality of abortion highlight 

modern America’s hyp-
ocritical conscience.

“No matter what 
your eschatological 
view is, it is going to 
get worse before it gets 
better,” said Crowe. 
“The only answer we 
can possibly hope for 
… is a movement of 

God.”
Crowe said Christians live 

with a tension that things 
will get worse before they get 

better, but that the best is yet 
to come. He said the Bible 
should be seen as a metanar-
rative, through which all other 
stories are understood.

In Habakkuk 3:16 the Chal-
dean army is approaching Je-
rusalem as a judgment of God 
on His people. Habakkuk is 
afraid, frail and awaiting the 
army, knowing that things will 
get worse before they get bet-

ter. However, even in 
the midst of the fear, 
Habakkuk chooses to 
live by faith, wait qui-
etly and worship God.

“We are unto the 
day of restoration not 
unto the day of calam-
ity,” said Crowe.

Crowe said the only 
way for individuals to advance 
the movement of Christianity 
is for them to, as Habakkuk 
did, live by faith with the be-
lief that Christ is always bigger 
than any adversity.

“We will see revitalization 
based on a confidence in God 
alone,” said Crowe.

Alvin Reid
Alvin Reid, professor of 

evangelism and student min-
istry at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C., shared about the 
need for a new Jesus move-
ment.

Reid spoke on the first 
“Jesus movement” found in 
the Book of Acts and on the 
Jesus Movement that occurred 
in the 1970s.

He noted three things 
about Jesus movements: They 
are “Holy Spirit movements”; 
they are move-
ments about 
Jesus, and 
they are “con-
sumed with 
His mission.” 

“We can’t 
create a move-
ment, but we 
surely can put 
ourselves in a place where God 
can use us,” Reid said.

He noted that “movements 
don’t start with a mass,” but 
rather, they start with a few 
people. 

“I want to encourage you – 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
be consumed with Jesus,” he 
said. 

“That will push you to a 
mission that will take you to 
the broken, to the disenfran-
chised, to the people that 
make you nervous, and ask 
God to help you love them.”

Compiled from reporting by the 
Arkansas Baptist News staff.

Gaines

Reid

continued from page one
ABORTION
currently isn’t even offered 
in the state, according to 
published reports.

“Webcam abortions en-
able doctors from a great dis-
tance to interview women 
by use of Internet connec-
tions (such as Skype) and 
prescribe RU-486 or other 
abortion-inducing drugs,” 
said Larry Page of the Ar-
kansas Faith and Ethics 

Council. “The doctors 
don’t actually examine the 
patients; furthermore, they 
are not present when the  
drugs are administered or in 
cases where complications 
occur.”

According to the U.S. 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration, the procedure 
has resulted in the death 
of dozens worldwide and  
injured more than 1,100 
in the United States  
since 2006, LifeNews.com  
reported.

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

Greear, Scroggins to speak at 2015 
Northwest Arkansas Men’s Conf.
ROGERS – The seventh annu-
al Northwest Arkansas Men’s 
Conference will be held at the 
Cross Church Pinnacle Hills 
Campus in Rogers March 6-7.

Speakers will be J.D. Gree-
ar, lead pastor of The Summit 
Church in Raleigh-Durham, 
N.C.; Jimmy Scroggins, lead 
pastor of Family Church based 
in West Palm Beach, Fla.; Steve 

Gaines, pastor of Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, Cordova, Tenn; 
Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas and president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
and Nick Floyd, campus pastor 
at Cross Church, Fayetteville.

For more information and 
to register, visit crosschurch.
com/nwamen.
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  PASTOR

Seeking a bi-vocational pastor. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church of 
Lecompte, Attn: Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 1070, Lecompte, LA 71346. (Fifteen 
minutes south of Alexandria, La.) Contact 
318-776-9487.  

First Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resume to FBC Pastor Search Committee, 
348 W. Washington St., Camden, AR 71701, 
or email to timgunter@fbccamden.org. 

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First 
Baptist Church, Gainesville, Mo., is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
with internet link/CD/DVD of sample ser-
mons to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email to bjnn.
kiger@gmail.com. 

Bi-vocational or semi-retired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark tour-
ist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Resume 
to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, 
Mountain View, AR 72560.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain 
Pine is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Cedar Glades Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, 303 Gum Springs 

Road, Mountain Pine, AR 71956.
First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 

full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Full-time worship/student min-
ister – Immanuel, Fort Smith, is praying 
for a dynamic worship leader who has the 
ability to lead young people as well. De-
siring transition to blended service. Visit 
www.ibcfs.org or 479-782-1009. 

Oaks Manor Conference and Retreat 
Center is seeking a couple to serve as min-
istry associates at this beautiful adult 
facility near Van Buren.  Compensation of-
fered includes living quarters, utilities, gas 
allowance and salary. Ministry includes 
food service, office responsibilities, outside 
maintenance and general hospitality for 
guests. Call Pete Ramsey, 479-414-4831, 
to visit about this ministry opportunity. 

Southside Baptist Church, Paris, Texas, 
seeks full-time music minister.  
Blended worship service. Help with youth 
band on Wednesdays. Send resumes to 
bnorris@suddenlink.net. 

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time preschool ministry coordina-
tor. Responsibilities include ministries 
related to children in kindergarten and 
younger and their families. A bachelor’s 
degree in a related field and experience 
working with children/young families are 
preferred. Email resumes to linda@fbc-
searcy.org or mail to FBC Searcy, Attn: Linda 
Stake, 105 S. Spring St., Searcy, AR  72143. 

First Baptist Church of Farmington is 
seeking a full-time associate pastor 
with an emphasis in worship. Please email 
inquiries or resumes to fbcfarm@sbcglobal.
net, Attn: personnel committee, or mail to 
Personnel Committee, 210 North A. Street, 
Farmington, MO 63640. 

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, 
Okla., is seeking a full-time children’s 
minister. Send resumes to Children’s 
Minister Search Committee, c/o New Hope 
Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Duncan, 
OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cable-
one.net. 

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is seek-
ing a full-time church secretary and 
part-time custodian. Send resumes to 
100 Valencia Drive, Maumelle, AR  72113 
Attn: Personnel Comm. or to grenwald@
sbcglobal.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, Neosho, Mo., is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. 
We are a very mission-minded church. Our 
worship style is blended worship, with full 
praise band. Resumes can be sent to aus-
tinwylly@me.com.

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Levy church seeks pianist: Apply to 
3501 Pike Ave., North Little Rock, 72118 or 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge, is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time chil-
dren’s ministry director to lead vol-
unteers and kids birth-sixth grade. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Request 
more information or send resumes: al@
prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 

seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@century-
tel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. Two 
bedrooms, two baths. Book now for 2015. 
Email: lbrammer@charter.net. Phone: 423-
309-4422. 

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Refurbished church buses (Amer-
ican Bus Sales). George Foshee - 501-767-
6020.

For sale: 1994 Ford 350 Bus, 30 pas-
senger, asking $10,500. Contact Gordon 
French: 1-870-845-6307 or 1-870-793-
9301.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Church life
Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Little Rock’s Men’s Ministry 
will host its 10th annual Wild 
Game Dinner at 6 p.m. Feb. 
26. Randy Howell, last year’s 
Bass Master Classic winner, 
will serve as special guest speak-
er. They will also celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Ar-
kansas Game and Fish Com-
mission. Commissioner Ford 
Overton will speak; and Steve 
“Wildman” Wilson, public 
affairs coordinator for the Ar-
kansas Game and Fish Com-
mission, will serve as master 
of ceremonies for the dinner. 
There will be exhibits, door 
prizes and a grand prize. For 
more information, visit ibclr.
org/wildgamepromo.  

Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Cordova, Tenn., is offering 
a Church Security Training 
Conference for church staff 
and volunteers March 13-14. 
Training will be led by Tim 
Miller and Abe Groveman of 
LionHeart Security Group. 
For more information, call the 
church office at 901-347-5231.

First Baptist Church, Jack-

On the move

Chris Prescott began serv-
ing on staff of Heber Springs 
Baptist Church, Heber Springs, 
as youth minister Jan. 4.

sonville, will host a dinner and 
evening with Elvis tribute art-
ist Tony Witt at 5 p.m. Feb. 21 
to benefit the church’s youth 
missions. For tickets, call the  
church office at 501-982-1519. 

The fifth annual Confer-
ence on Issues in Christian 
Counseling will take place at 
Walker Conference Center at 
Ouachita Baptist University 
in Arkadelphia Feb. 27 and 
will focus on alcohol and drug 
abuse. The conference is spon-
sored by Ouachita, Henderson 
State University, New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. Speakers and 
breakout session leaders in-
clude Kathy Steele, who is as-
sociate professor of psychology 
and counseling and director of 
clinical training at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
and who has a private practice 
in Louisiana; Bill Viser, who is 
a professor of Christian minis-
try at Ouachita and who has a 
private practice in Arkadelphia, 
and others. To register, visit 
obu.edu/iccconf15.

Tumbling Shoals Baptist 
Church, Tumbling Shoals, 
will host its annual Wild Game 
Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 26 
with hunter John Morgan. 
Morgan is senior pastor of 
Sagemont Church, Houston, 
Texas. For more information, 
call 501-362-3987. 

THE NORTH Pulaski Bap-
tist Association’s (NPBA) 
executive leadership team 
has suspended its Christian 
Women’s Job Corps min-
istry. Carla Whittington, 
community missions direc-
tor for the association, re-
cently resigned to take a po-
sition with the local school 
system, and there is a tem-
porary freeze on hiring.

NPBA’s CWJC suspended

SUPER BOWL BLITZ – First Baptist Church, Sherwood, members participated 
in the church’s Super Bowl Blitz Feb. 1, Super Bowl Sunday. Following an afternoon 
time of praying and singing and a “Keys to Victory” message from Ricky Lee, First 
Baptist pastor, about 100 people went out into the community and delivered gift 
bags that included an invitation to First Baptist. “It (the Super Bowl Blitz) is a simple 
act of Christian love, but it opens the door for the church to impact the community 
for the gospel of Jesus Christ,” said Lee. Pictured from left: Robyn Lee and Vickie Lee, 
Ricky Lee’s daughter-in-law and wife.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org  
or search @arkbaptnews on 

Facebook and Twitter to 
stay up-to-date with the

 latest Arkansas Baptist news 

ACROSS ARKANSAS
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MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT – The Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) hosted a Ministerial Leadership Development retreat 
Jan. 30 at the ABSC building in Little Rock. The retreat was held for recipients of 
the ABSC’s pastoral scholarship. Recipients of the scholarship receive financial 
assistance for theological education in preparation for vocational ministry. The 
retreat included multiple sessions which provided the students with ministry 
training and addresses from ABSC agency representatives.

Foundation to host reception for Moore
LITTLE ROCK – 
A “retirement cel-
ebration” for David 
Moore, who is retir-
ing as president of 
the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation, will 
be held from 1 to 
3 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 26 in the din-
ing room of the Ar-

kansas Baptist State 
Convention build-
ing.

Moore has served 
as president of the 
Foundation since 
Jan. 1, 1994. His 
final day with the 
Foundation is Feb. 
28.

Bobby Thomas, 

the Foundation’s institutional 
investment consultant, was 
named to succeed Moore in 
2013. Thomas is a member 
and deacon at Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church in Cabot. He is 
presently first vice president at 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner 
and Smith Inc. in Little Rock, 
where he has been employed 
since 1997.

ABN announces communications scholarship
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) is once 
again announcing a scholar-
ship designed to en-
courage students to 
pursue a career in 
Christian communi-
cations.

“The ABN sees 
great value in using 
communications to 
further the cause of the gospel 
and wants to do whatever it 
can to encourage students in 

Arkansas to pursue this pur-
pose through careers of jour-
nalism, advertising or public 

relations,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN 
editor.

The scholar-
ship is primarily 
being made avail-
able to Williams 

Baptist College and 
Ouachita Baptist University 
students. The two colleges have 
agreed to provide matching 

funds for a scholarship to be 
awarded at each of the schools.

“Applicants should have a 
passion for Christ and should 
desire to further His cause 
through their careers – either 
through vocational ministry 
or in the secular marketplace,” 
said Yarbrough.

The scholarship is being ad-
ministered through the Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation. For 
more information, visit abf.org 
and click on “Scholarships.”

Families on Mission Day 
set for March 14 at zoo
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) will offer a unique 
missions experience on March 
14 called Families on Mission 
Day. The event will take place 
at the Little Rock Zoo starting 
at 10 a.m. 

The event will provide ac-
tivities for children ages 4 
through sixth grade and their 
families. These activities will 

Handbell Fest. 
March 6-7

LITTLE ROCK – The 
annual State Handbell 
Festival will be held at 
Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, 
March 6-7. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit 
absc.org/music or call 
501-376-4791, ext. 5121.

ABSC holds RoundTable events for worship leaders
THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
evangelism and church health 

allow participants to experi-
ence missions and ministry in 
a fun environment. Some of 
the activities include interact-
ing with missionaries, learning 
about disaster relief and part-
nering with church planters in 
a ministry project. The min-
istry project will be helping 
church planters collect school 
supplies. 

Charity Gardner, ABSC 
missions team member, ex-
plained the purpose of Fami-
lies on Mission Day. 

“This event was created to 
provide an opportunity for 
preschoolers and children to 
interact with different mis-
sions experiences,” she said. 
“We want the participants to 
walk away with information 
about missions and how they 
can be a part of missions.”

For more information 
about this event and to regis-
ter, visit absc.org/childhood. 
The registration deadline is 
March 2. 

team will hold a series of 
RoundTable events for wor-
ship leaders throughout the 
month of February and the 
first part of March. 

The events will take place 
at various locations through-

out Arkansas and will pro-
vide worship leaders a way to 
connect and learn from each 
other.

For dates and locations and 
to register, visit surveymonkey.
com/s/KBZW7PY. 

Moore
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“Lest we get on our high 
horse and think this is 
unique to some other 
place, remember that dur-
ing the Crusades and the 
Inquisition, people com-
mitted terrible deeds in 
the name of Christ. ... In 
our home country, slavery 
and Jim Crow all too often 
was justified in the name 
of Christ.”
– Barack Obama

SPEAKING AT the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast Feb. 
5, President Barack Obama 
addressed the current cri-
sis of Islamic extremism by 
comparing it to examples of 
religious extremism within 
Christian history.

“The execution videos 
show us that the Islamic 
State is not ashamed of 
what they are doing. They 
are proud of it. They want 
the world to know about 
it. They see themselves as 
fulfilling a religious duty 
by slaughtering people in 
the most gruesome way 
possible.”
– James S. Robbins, USA Today

WRITING FOR the Reli-
gious News Service, James 
S. Robbins of USA Today 
addressed the recent ex-
ecution of Jordanian pilot 
Mu’ath al-Kaseasbeh, who 
was burned alive by the 
group calling themselves 
The Islamic State (ISIS). 
In his piece, Robbins 
said the execution of al-
Kaseasbeh was an attempt 
by ISIS to ramp up press 
coverage. “Perhaps the 
Islamic State leadership 
thought that the world 
was tuning out, seeing the 
same scene, the same mes-
sage and the same ghastly 
outcome. So they kicked it 
up to a new level of dread-
fulness,” wrote Robbins. 
“The images of Mu’ath al-
Kaseasbeh’s horrible death 
are not the last we will see  
from the Islamic State, 
and probably not the most 
shocking.”

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Killing in the name of ...

Film places biblical creation in college setting
LAKE FOREST, Calif. (BP) –
Biblical creation gets a college-
themed airing as the origin 
of humanity in a film sched-
uled to open on select dates 
through March.

Longtime Christian film-
maker Rich Christiano directs 
“A Matter of Faith,” which 
features a fictional debate be-
tween the Christian father of a 
college freshman and her pro-
fessor who teaches evolution.

“The main purpose of this 
movie is to present the gos-
pel in a unique and touching 
manner, but the film revolves 
around the subject of evolu-
tion versus creation,” Christia-
no told Baptist Press. “As many 
know, the idea of evolution is 
basically taught in our schools 
and universities across this 
great land of ours as a matter 
of fact. Yet nobody can prove 
evolution, because nobody was 
there at the beginning; just as 
no person can prove creation, 
since nobody was there at the 
beginning.

“Both of these teachings 
then become a matter of faith, 
not fact,” he said. “The crux 

of the evolution/creation de-
bate comes down to a simple 
question: ‘Who are you put-
ting your faith in – what Dar-
win and others like him say or 
what God says in the Bible?’”

The film’s 
cast includes 
Harr y An-
derson, of 
the TV series 
“Night Court” 
and “Dave’s 
World,” and 
Clarence Gil-
yard, of “Mat-
lock” and 
“Walker Texas 
Ranger.”

A m o n g 
endorsers for 
“A Matter of 
Faith”  is Ken 
Ham, founder 
of Answers in 
Genesis (AiG) and the Cre-
ation Museum, as well as vari-
ous Christian leaders and pas-
tors.

“A Matter of Faith has a 
message that is highly relevant 
and desperately needed for 
America today,” Ham is quot-

ed as saying on the movie’s 
website, AMatterofFaithMov-
ie.com. “AiG doesn’t endorse 
many movies, even those that 
are supposedly ‘Christian’ 
based. We are fully behind ‘A 

Matter of Faith’ 
as it defends 
the authority of 
the Bible begin-
ning in Gen-
esis.”

Phil New-
berry, a campus 
pastor of Bel-
levue Baptist 
Church of Cor-
dova, Tenn., 
e n c o u r a g e s 
Christians and 
“seekers” alike 
to see the film.

“Every be-
liever needs to 
see ‘A Matter 

of Faith’ to challenge us in our 
faith and our boldness to not 
be ashamed of the gospel and 
to be prepared to give the hope 
of what we have,” he said. 
“Every seeker needs to see this 
movie as it answers the ques-
tions we might have about the 

truth of the gospel.”
The film has already been 

previewed numerous times, 
but opens in 60 locations this 
month.

Communities can bring 
the film to their local theaters 
by purchasing 1,000 tickets 
in advance of opening night, 
explains the movie’s website, 
which also encourages individ-
uals to submit forms express-
ing a desire for the movie to be 
shown in their vicinity.

Christiano said he hopes 
the film “will cause a stir about 
the issue of evolution and cre-
ation, to bring this to the fore-
front so that Christians can 
dialogue with other people 
about this, and use the subject 
as a witnessing tool.”

“The battle for the truth 
about creation is critical to 
Christian doctrine and fun-
damental to the faith,” Chris-
tiano said. “Movies are a pow-
erful tool that the enemy has 
used to tear down our society 
and we believe the Lord can 
use films that glorify Him and 
His truths to help build people 
back up.”

President Barack Obama refer-
enced “ISIL,” also known as ISIS 

or The Islamic State, during the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast Feb. 5. He 
called the group a “brutal, vicious 
death cult.”

Given what 
seems like never-
ending reports 
lately of unabashed 
violence, rape 
and murder at the 
hands of mem-
bers of ISIS, the 
president’s description of the group 
seemed  appropriate. Regardless of 
one’s political, religious or personal 
opinions, ISIS’ torture and slaughter 
of men, women and children should 
be incredibly disconcerting to us all.

Regarding his comments, it wasn’t 
the president’s description of ISIS 
that troubled me – I too believe ISIS 
is a “brutal, vicious death cult.” It was 
the fact that the president compared 
ISIS’ makeshift pseudo-caliphate 
to  the Crusades, Inquisitions, slave 
trade and Jim Crow, citing them as 
examples of “terrible deeds” done “in 
the name of Christ.”

I was struck by the odd connection 
the president was making between 
Islam and Christianity. In a way, he 
was right that all “religion” has the po-
tential of being distorted and used for 

evil. The problem 
is Christianity and 
Islam do not con-
tain truth equally.

The Crusades 
and Inquisition 
highl ight  the 
Roman Catholic 
Church’s distor-

tion of Christ’s message of peace, and 
institutionalized slavery and the Jim 
Crow laws of our country’s recent 
past remind us of a time when many 
Southern Baptists were either oblivi-
ous to or unrepentent of racism.

The difference between Christian-
ity and Islam is that while Christianity 
can be distorted by sinful people, it is 
based in the truth of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Islam is at its basis a 
faulty understanding of the nature of 
God due to a lack of recognition of 
God’s Word. Islamic groups like ISIS 
should be no surprise. Apart from 
God, the only option is evil.

CALL AND  
RESPONSE

Caleb Yarbrough
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Vanderpool marks 5 years at ABN
LITTLE ROCK – Jessica Van-
derpool, senior assistant edi-
tor at the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN), celebrated her fifth 
anniversary Jan. 25. 
Vanderpool began 
working at the ABN
in 2010 after graduat-
ing from Union Uni-
versity in Jackson, 
Tenn., with degrees 
in journalism and 
psychology.

“I have learned an 
incredible amount 
as part of the ABN 
team, and I have met 
so many wonderful people in 
the state! It has been an honor 
to spend the past five years 

sharing how God is at work in 
the lives of Arkansas Baptists,” 
said Vanderpool. 

“It is inspiring to see church-
es and individuals 
stepping up to follow 
the Lord and how the 
Lord blesses them 
in these endeavors. 
I am humbled that 
God would use me to 
share these stories!”  

Since joining the 
ABN, Vanderpool 
has won numerous 
awards in feature 
writing from the 

Baptist Communicators Asso-
ciation. She has also served as 
membership vice president for 

the organization the past two 
years.

“Jessica is a key part of the 
ABN team, and it has been a 
joy to work with her the past 
four years since I came to the 
ABN,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor/executive director.

“I really appreciate Jessica’s 
immense attention to detail 
in writing, but also in proof-
reading and her persistence in 
getting the facts straight. She 
has a very bright future in reli-
gious journalism,” added Yar-
brough.

Vanderpool is from Ste-
phenville, Texas, and is the 
daughter of Steve and Leslie 
Vanderpool.

ANNIE ARMSTRONG OFFERING – Sarah Reese (far right) shares a photo 
with fellow students at Liberty University in Lynchburg, Va. Reese served as a 
Generation Send missionary last year in Portland, Ore., and is now a Send North 
America campus mobilizer at Liberty. The national goal for the 2015 Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for North American Missions is $60 million, and the 
2015 offering theme is Send North America, according to information from the 
North American Mission Board. The 2015 Week of Prayer and Mission Study for 
North American Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is March 1-8. 
To learn more, visit anniearmstrong.com. Inspire conference set for March 7

LITTLE ROCK – The Inspire 
Women’s Conference will 
take place at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, 
March 7.

“The women of Arkansas 
do not want to miss Inspire 
2015,” said Andrea Lennon, 
women’s ministry specialist 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC), adding 
the conference is designed to 
bless and minister to all ages.

“This year’s theme focuses 
on loving God,” she said. 

“Dynamic worship, powerful 
speakers and practical break-
out sessions will encourage 
women to 
love God with 
all of their 
hearts, souls 
and minds. 
Women will 
walk away from 
this conference with a better 
understanding of how to im-
plement God’s Word into the 
‘everyday’ aspects of life.”

Speakers for the event, 

which is sponsored by the 
Cooperative Program and the 
ABSC evangelism and church 

health team, in-
clude Debbie 
Stuart, of Hope 
for the Heart, 
and Stephanie 
Edge, of Life-
Way Christian 

Resources. Sally Hennard, 
of First Baptist Church, De 
Queen, will lead worship.

For more information or to 
register, visit absc.org/women.

Vanderpool
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Megan Heyl
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WALNUT RIDGE – Hal and 
Esther Garrett, of Walnut 
Ridge, have dedicated their 
lives to missionary work. From 
education to construction to 
food preparation, the two have 
offered their talents across the 
world.

Both Hal and Esther Gar-
rett have been retired for 
several years, but that hasn’t 
stopped them from working 
for the Lord. 

“We looked all through 
the Scripture, and nowhere is 
there the word ‘retire.’ Plus, 
we’re having too much fun to 
stop,” Esther Garrett said.

Traveling to places such 
as Italy, Greece, Turkey, Jor-
dan, Egypt and Switzerland, 
the Gar-
retts have 
amassed a 
wealth of 
knowledge 
to share 
with the 
local com-
munity. 

“We feel 
like God’s 
been so 
good to us. 
He’s pro-
vided us 
with the 
educat ion 
we needed to do this,” Esther 
Garrett said. “When you have 
something like this, I feel God 
has given it to you to share.”

The Garretts have spent 
much of their time as mis-
sionaries in Israel, visiting 
there multiple times and once 
staying there for a whole year. 
While there, they set up a rep-
lica Tabernacle and gave tours 
and lessons about what it rep-
resents and its importance 
today.  

Former Williams Baptist 
College (WBC) President Jack 
Nicholas and his wife, Martha, 
visited the Garretts while they 
were in Israel. While they were 
there, Esther Garrett showed 
Jack Nicholas how the tour 
was given. She said she was 
very worried at the time. 

“All I could think is, ‘This 
is the president of WBC,’” she 
said.

Bonnie Grimes, of Para-
gould, also spent time with the 
Garretts while in Israel. 

“They make it as authentic 
as possible, and you learn; you 
actually learn,” she said. 

Teaching, missions
The Garretts share a love 

for teaching. Esther Garrett 
worked as a kindergarten 
teacher, and Hal Garrett be-
came a college professor after 
23 years of service in the Navy. 

“He’s a just-the-facts man, 
and I’m the storyteller,” Esther 
Garrett said. 

After retirement, the Gar-
retts took their love of teaching 
and their passion for missions 
and applied them to every as-
pect of their lives. However, it 
wasn’t always like this. 

Hal Garrett recalled a 
church service in 1998. The 
congregation sang the hymn 
“I’ll Go Where You Want Me 
to Go.” 

“God said we were hypo-
crites, and we didn’t mean 
what we were saying,” he said. 

S i n c e 
then, the 
G a r r e t t s 
have both 
paid closer 
a t t e n t i o n 
to God’s 
calling for 
them. 

The two 
joined the 
Mission Ser-
vice Corps, 
where they 
served for 
eight years 
b e f o r e 

reaching ‘missionary for life’ 
status. Hal and Esther Garrett 
worked to get more people in-
volved with missions.

“That was our challenge 
to get people off their seat, 
on their feet and out on the 
street,” Hal Garrett said.

Through the organization, 
the couple was able to partici-
pate in many trips, but they also 
wanted to find opportunities 
for older missionaries.  

The Garretts found what 
they were looking for when 
they discovered Child Evange-
lism Fellowship (CEF) in Mis-
souri. CEF is open to those 18 
years old and older, offering 
different types of services for 
missionaries to do.  

One of the main services 
missionaries provide is grad-
ing lessons taken by children 
enrolled in the program. Not 
only do grades get assigned, 
but volunteers are also asked 
to write the children what they 
call “huggy notes,” or words of 
encouragement, which Esther 
Garrett said was her favorite 
part. The children can also 

request that volunteers pray 
for them, at which point the 
volunteers know to drop every-
thing and say a prayer for that 
child. 

The facility CEF uses ac-
commodates all ages, and the 
Garretts recalled a volunteer 
who was 104 and would work 
for four hours, three days a 
week, grading papers. 

People from all over the 
country come to work at CEF, 
and it’s one of the Garretts’ fa-
vorite places to go. 

Members from their 
church, First Baptist Church, 
Hoxie, have also gone to CEF 
with the Garretts.

“It was a fantastic ministry,” 
Pastor William Vassar said. 

He said his favorite part was 
they were able to help children 
from all parts of the country. 

“We were able to engage 
people who were nowhere 
near Arkansas or Missouri,” 
he said. “If you are looking 
to minister across the United 
States, it’s a great place to do 
that from one location.”

The Garretts are planning 
to return to CEF in March. 

“If anyone is interested in 
going with us or if a church 
wants help to plan a trip, we 
will help,” Esther Garrett said, 
noting a number of Arkansas 
churches go regularly.

In fact, the two have made it 
part of their mission to educate 
local churches about mission 
opportunities and have visited 
over 430 churches in Arkan-
sas. They provide information 
about how to get involved and 
also share some of the experi-
ences they have had.  

Throughout their trips to Is-
rael, the Garretts have collect-
ed souvenirs, such as copper, 
rocks from the Red Sea and 
replica tear bottles to show 
during their teachings. 

“When you can see some-
thing and hold it in your hand, 
you remember it,” Esther Gar-
rett said. 

The Garretts said they al-
ways make themselves avail-
able to speak at churches of 
any faith. 

“The Bible is the Bible,” Es-
ther Garrett said. 

Walnut Ridge home
When the Garretts aren’t 

speaking at churches or trav-
eling to faraway lands, they 
enjoy gardening and fixing up 
their house. The two decided 
to move to Walnut Ridge in 
2009 after exploring some 

neighborhoods when visiting 
a local church. They found a 
house they loved and made 
plans to buy it. At the time, 
they were living in Cherokee 
Village.

Unfortunately, the house 
was sold before they were able 
to file any paperwork. That 
didn’t delay the Garretts long, 
as before they knew it, another 
house caught their eye, and 
this one they bought. 

Hal Garrett said he loves 
the location. 

“It’s far enough away that 
our kids can’t just ask us to 
keep the grandkids, but close 
enough that if we are needed, 
we can be there in a couple of 
hours,” he said. 

Esther Garrett said they had 
a very strong feeling that they 
needed to be in Walnut Ridge. 
The feeling was justified when 
Hal Garrett was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer, requir-
ing him to make daily trips to 
Jonesboro, a task made easier 
by their new location. 

“God knew what He was 
doing when He brought us 
here,” Esther Garrett said. 

Hal Garrett has been 
cancer free for more than  

two years. 
While they’ve settled into 

their home nicely, it hasn’t 
slowed the two down. Along 
with two trips to CEF in 2014, 
they also took a trip to Hun-
gary with a group of students 
from Williams Baptist Col-
lege to help refurbish a school 
building that will be used to 
teach English using the Bible. 
And they already have trips 
scheduled for 2015, including 
the March trip to CEF and a 
trip with their church to Kan-
sas. 

One of the highlight expe-
riences for the couple was re-
newing their wedding vows in 
the courtyard of Cana of Gali-
lee, where Jesus performed His 
first miracle. 

For more information on 
CEF or to make arrangements 
for the Garretts to make a 
church visit or provide infor-
mation about mission op-
portunities, contact them at 
Halg@att.net or 870-886-2950.

This story was written by 
Megan Heyl, staff writer for The 
Times Dispatch in Lawrence 
County, and updated by the Ar-
kansas Baptist News staff. Used 
by permission.

Garretts provide teaching, opportunities across the world

Hal and Esther Garrett

Hal and Esther Garrett provided tours of a replica Tabernacle while doing mission 
work in Israel. The two worked to make the tour as authentic as possible and dressed 
for the part.
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Gayla Parker
member

Lifeway Baptist
Little Rock

Many Southern Baptist churches 
have a church covenant in their con-
stitution; others have one on a chart 
hanging at the front of the sanctuary. A 
typical covenant will list specific items 
that church members have promised 
to do, including 
love each another, 
financially sup-
port the church 
and pray. It will 
also include things 
the members have 
agreed to avoid, 
such as gossip and 
other behaviors unbecom-
ing to a Christian.

Have you ever won-
dered why a church 
would have such a cov-
enant when these items 
are explicitly mentioned 
in Scripture? Wouldn’t it 
be easier to just say that a 
church agrees to follow the 
Bible? Perhaps it would, 
but a covenant lists specif-
ic church member respon-
sibilities and serves as a reminder to the 
church. Also, there is accountability in 
listing out specific items as opposed to 
a broad statement of intent.  

In previous lessons this month, we 
saw that the nation of Israel listened to 
the Word of God as it was read aloud. 

This exposed sin in their lives, which led 
to a time of confession. Afterward, they 
did more than make a generic promise 
of doing better. Instead, they detailed 
actions they were going to both perform 
and avoid; they committed their lives to 

the Lord. 
They promised 

not to intermarry 
with unbelievers 
(Neh. 10:30) nor 
conduct business 
on the Sabbath 
(Neh. 10:31). They 
had disobeyed 

these commands for sev-
eral generations. They also 
agreed to collect a one-
third-of-a-shekel annual tax 
to go toward the upkeep of 
the house of the Lord (Neh. 
10:32). They also vowed 
to give the first of their 
ground meal, olive oil, fruit 
and grain (Neh. 10:35, 37). 
This required faith that the 
remaining harvest would 
sustain them.

Many of us made resolutions for 
2015. Did you broadly promise to read 
your Bible more this year? I encourage 
you to be specific. Make your spiritual 
goals definable and measurable. Com-
mit to doing something that requires 
faith. Commit your way to the Lord.

same when we encounter God. This is 
the truth that Paul is talking about. 

Pornography is the quintessential 
“secret sin” by its very nature. Yet, 
despite its secrecy, we know that it is 
a tremendous struggle for countless 

Christians today 
of both sexes. It 
has the ability to 
destroy and rav-
age relationships 
and to turn God’s 
creation of men 
and women into 
little more than 

“eye candy.” Though Paul 
does not talk about por-
nography directly here, he 
does give us this principle 
– control your body with 
holiness and honor. 

The ability to control 
our bodies and the abil-
ity to resist “passionate 
lust” (1 Thess. 4:5) comes 
from the sanctifying work 
of the Holy Spirit. No 
person can do such in-

credible things on his/her own. We 
need help from our loving Lord who 
wants something better for us. He 
wants holiness and purity because it 
reflects His own character. Give in to 
the Spirit, and then you will be able 
to resist!

Eric Moffett
pastor

First Baptist
Pocahontas

“This is Jan. She is my dentist.”
“This is Freddy. He is my husband.” 
Almost every introduction includes 

a description of the person being intro-
duced. We are naturally curious about 
who people are and naturally proud 
of knowing impor-
tant people.

What if you 
were introducing 
God to someone? 
What would be 
your description? 
“This is God. He is 
…” How would you 
describe the Great I Am?

God describes Himself 
as He passes before Moses 
in Exodus 34:6-7. In that 
description, He describes 
Himself as “chesed.” As a 
matter of fact, “chesed” is 
used more than any other 
word to describe God 
in the Old Testament. 
So what does this word 
mean? “Chesed” is a He-
brew word that is some-
times translated as “steadfast love, 
commitment or loyalty.” It is often 
paired with faithfulness. It describes 
a determination to keep a promise or 
to do what you said you would do. But 
perhaps the best translation is, “I am 
abounding in keeping My promises.” 
That means when He promises eter-

nal life, He is abounding in keeping 
that promise! When He promises to 
provide more than enough grace, He 
is abounding in that promise! And 
when He promises He is preparing a 
place for us in heaven, He is abound-

ing in that prom-
ise! How amazing 
is that?

Now  l e t ’ s 
add the trait of 
“chesed” to the de-
scription we find 
of God in Nahum 
1:1-8. He is a God 

who will take “vengeance 
on His adversaries” 
(Nah.1:2). He is “slow to 
anger and great in power” 
(Nah.1:3). He controls all 
that happens in nature 
(Nah.1:4-5). He is holy 
(Nah.1:6). He is good and 
a “stronghold in the day 
of trouble” (Nah.1:7). He 
will deal with His enemies 
(Nah.1:8). Because He is 
“chesed,” these are prom-

ises that are guaranteed.
We serve a God who abounds in 

keeping promises. What does He re-
quire of the believer?

“What is desired in a man is 
‘chesed’” (Prov. 19:22). 

The next time you say, “God is …,” 
what will your description be? 

As we head into the Easter season, 
we are reminded that Jesus Christ is 
like no other. Jesus was prophesied 
about years before anyone would ever 
see His face.

My husband and I have four chil-
dren, and as they 
are getting older, 
I am pondering 
what life will be 
like in 10-15 years. 
I imagine we will 
have grandchil-
dren – some girls, 
some boys. I imag-
ine that they will grow up 
in loving, Christ-centered 
homes and that they will 
love the Lord and live for 
Him. I would love for one 
of our children to name a 
child a family name that 
has been passed down for 
years. 

But all I can do is hope 
and imagine these things. 
It may be that none of my 
imaginings will come to 
be. 

After all, these are really just my 
hopes and dreams.

The birth, life and death of Jesus  
Christ wasn’t just a hope or a dream. 
It wasn’t just someone’s imagination 
running wild. It was prophesied, fore-
told. 

In Isaiah 53, we see the life of Jesus 
spelled out for us many years before 
He would be born. I can only imag-
ine Isaiah’s disbelief as He thought 
about what he heard and was writing 
down. He knew God as the Law-Giver 

and the Creator of 
the world. To see 
that Jesus was to 
be treated in such 
a tragic fashion 
must have left him 
undone.

In Isaiah 53, 
we are told of the 

hatred and disregard for 
Jesus, that He will be ac-
cused and punished for 
our sins. We could pre-
tend this was just a story 
if we didn’t know the 
truth, but in the New Tes-
tament, we see the proph-
ecy in Isaiah come to life.

Isaiah 53 ends with 
Jesus victorious. He shares 
the spoils with the mighty, 
those who are strong in 

Him. That’s us! Jesus was sent to Earth 
for you and for me. Our sins were the 
reason He suffered, and He still loves 
us.  

We have seen this prophecy ful-
filled. What an awesome God we love 
and serve – One whose prophecies are 
true.   

Julie Beavers
member 

Delta Baptist
Pine Bluff

Commit your way to God
NEHEMIAH 10:28-39

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

MARCH 1, 2015

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

Sanctified is a “big” word in this pas-
sage. In some ways, you might say that 
it is the focal word of everything that 
Paul writes here. The fact that we are 
“sanctified” changes everything about 
us. It alters our existence. 

Sanctification 
is the process of 
becoming more 
like God through 
our relationship 
with Jesus Christ 
and the filling of 
the Holy Spirit. 
It is a wonderful 
gift because it reminds 
us that God wants to be 
with us. God wants to 
have a relationship with 
us. It also challenges us 
because it reminds us that 
encountering God always 
brings change to our lives. 
We see this in the lives of 
prophets like Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel and Isaiah who fell 
on their faces before the 
holy God. We see this in 
the lives of the disciples who left ev-
erything in order to follow the Lord. 
We see this in the early Church as 
those precious saints lived under the 
threat of persecution all for the sake of 
following Jesus Christ. Encountering 
God brings change. We cannot stay the 

When pornography controls
1 THESSALONIANS 4:3-8

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

God is
NAHUM 1:1-8

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Promised like no other
ISAIAH 53:2-12

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

FEBRUARY 22, 2015



PRAY more
GIVE more
GO more

That’s what readers of the 
Arkansas Baptist News do.

Subscribe your church family today at arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe
or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5156

“Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901”
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