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Ouachita Baptist University marked the 20th anniversary of its semi-annual Tiger Serve 
Day community service emphasis April 1, with 678 volunteers conducting 113 service 
projects throughout Arkadelphia. Highlighting the theme, Into the Streets, projects 
ranged from yardwork and painting to power-washing houses, washing cars and 
highway clean-up. The student-led Tiger Serve Day, hosted by Ouachita’s Elrod Center 
for Family and Community, is one of the largest community service efforts in Arkansas. 
Volunteers have logged more than 82,000 service hours since the first Tiger Serve Day 
in 1997.  Photo by Dani Droste

Into the Streets
... for service
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PHOENIX (BP) – Ap-
parent interest in the up-
coming annual meeting 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) has 
necessitated an increase 
in hotel room availability 
for attendees the second 
consecutive year, an event 
coordinator said.

The SBC Executive 
Committee has reserved 
an additional 500 rooms 
for the 2017 meeting June 
13-14 in Phoenix, said Bill 
Townes, SBC Executive 
Committee vice president 
for convention finance. 
The previously reserved 
block of rooms, he noted, 
was fully booked as early 
as March.

“We often fine tune our 
hotel blocks as we moni-
tor reservations,” Townes 
said. “Due to strong at-
tendance in St. Louis in 
2016, we added some 
additional hotel rooms 
early during the reserva-
tion process [for last year’s  
meeting].”

Townes anticipates an 
attendance of between 
5,000 to 6,000 messengers 
in Phoenix, comparable to 
participation at the 2015 
and 2014 annual meetings 
in Columbus, Ohio, and 
Baltimore, Md., respec-
tively, he said. The antici-
pated attendance exceeds 
the 4,852 messengers who 
registered the last time the 
annual meeting was held 
in Phoenix in 2011. In 
addition to messengers, 
Townes anticipates 2,500 
to 3,500 guests, exhibitors 
and other participants, for 
a total anticipated atten-
dance of as many as 9,500.

The 2016 attendance of 
11,581 in St. Louis includ-
ed 7,321 messengers. A 
total of 5,407 messengers 
attended the 2015 Colum-
bus meeting, topping the 
2014 Baltimore count of 
5,298. Since 2012, mes-
senger registration has 
fluctuated between 5,103 
and 7,874.

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Demand for hotel rooms 
up for SBC Phoenix 

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

FOR 123 YEARS Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes) has had a Christian 
presence in the Natural State, 
and even today its ministry 
continues to grow and develop 
to meet pressing needs of fami-
lies and children.

In the Arkansas Baptist 

News (ABN) Podcast 63, David 
Perry, ABCHomes executive 
director, spoke about a new 
initiative to help serve the es-
timated 5,000 foster children 
in Arkansas. 

About a year ago AB-
CHomes began recruiting 
foster families, to work under 
the auspices of Arkansas De-
partment of Human Services, 
from churches in North Little 
Rock. Also ABCHomes began 
recruiting a network of “volun-
teers to surround these fami-
lies and support them,” he 
said, explaining that the volun-
teers may help foster families 
with “transportation, tutoring, 
meals, emergency care or what-
ever they were needing to help 
them with their ministry.”

The program has proven 
so successful that it has now 
expanded from North Little 
Rock to southwest Arkansas 
– the Texarkana area – and to 
northeast Arkansas – Missis-
sippi and Poinsett counties, he 
said.

In ABCHomes’ ministry 
to foster children, Perry said, 
“We’re just real excited that 
we’ve hired a social worker to 
work in the Fort Smith area in 
Concord Baptist Association,” 
where there are an estimated 
600 foster children and 100 
foster families. 

“The need is tremendous,” 
he said.

As Perry travels through-
out Arkansas, he has sensed 
interest and excitement from 
young families about becom-
ing involved in foster care. 
“You can’t get around a group 
of them without them having 
a heart for caring for foster 
kids,” he said. 

Part of what has triggered 
such growing enthusiasm 
among young families to be-

come involved in foster care is 
the urgent need, he said, but 
“a lot of it is the urging of the 
Lord. It’s a movement among 
our churches that the Lord has 
provided.”

Beyond its foster care ini-
tiative, ABCHomes last year 
broke ground on a new home 
for single mothers and their 
children in Springdale. The 
first such home for 
single mothers and 
their children was 
built in Jonesboro just 
over two years ago, 
and another home has 
also opened in Little 
Rock.

The two-fold goal 
of these homes is to 
guide the mothers to 
become self-sufficient 
and also to learn to “trust the 
Lord,” said Perry.

“We’re looking for ladies 
who want to make long-term 
changes. So, we have goals for 
them. We interview them; we 
do background checks. We’re 
looking for ladies who are 
going to work hard to eventu-
ally become self-sufficient,” he 
said, so the children and their 
mothers can stay together. 

“It’s tough,” he said, “but 
they can handle the tough 
times when they’ve got … 

Christ to lean on.”
As these single mothers get 

their focus on Christ, they are 
“more willing to be who they 
need to be in Christ,” Perry 
said.

Perry noted that several 
mothers have become self-suf-
ficient and have been able to 
live independently with their 
children. Such success stories 

can impact multiple 
generations, he be-
lieves. 

“She teaches her 
kids, and hope-
fully her kids will 
teach their kids. It 
will break a cycle 
of what this mom’s 
been through of bro-
ken homes. Maybe 
we can get it where 

it’s not that way anymore. Of 
course, the last thing is the 
eternal difference we want to 
see in these families,” he said.

In its children’s home min-
istry, Perry said that his “heart 
just leaps” when he thinks 
about the children who are 
being cared for and who have 
been cared for through the 
years.

He spoke of one woman, 
a resident-alumni of AB-
CHomes whom Perry has 
known personally since she 

was a young child, who re-
cently rotated off the entity’s 
board. Another ABCHomes 
resident-alumni is scheduled 
to join the board next year, he 
said.

The boys’ ranch in north 
Arkansas was significantly 
damaged about two years ago 
after a tornado roared through 
the campus. All of the build-
ings, except for one that will be 
replaced, have been repaired. 
The ranch, consisting of four 
ranch houses, has designated 
one house for boys, ages 15-
17, with a focus on indepen-
dent living skills, and another 
house for boys, ages 18-21, 
with a focus to “help them 
through that transition into 
adulthood.”

All that ABCHomes is able 
to do is because of its relation-
ship with Arkansas Baptists, 
said Perry.

“Our greatest partners are 
our Arkansas Baptist churches, 
and they take care of us and 
they love us,” he said, add-
ing his appreciation for the 
state convention and other 
agencies associated with the 
convention.“It’s just a great 
place to be working for the 
Lord,” Perry said.

Contact Margaret Colson at  

margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Listen to a podcast  
about ABCHomes  
at arkansasbaptist.org/
abn-podcast

ABCHomes offers multifaceted
ministry reach across Arkansas

David Perry (right), executive director of Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries (ABCHomes), talks with 
children assisting with packaging for mailing materials for the 2017 ABCHomes Mother’s Day offering. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough 



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Muslims are so outpac-
ing Christians in births 
that the two population 
groups will be nearly equal 
by 2060, with Christians 
holding only a slight ma-
jority, according to newly 
released Pew Research 
data.

An increase in Muslim 
births compounded by an 
aging Christian popula-
tion will put the Muslim 
share of the global popula-
tion at 31 percent by 2060, 
just under the 32 percent 
for Christians, Pew said in 
its April 5 report.

Muslim births are 
nearly double the overall 
growth rate of the global 
population, Pew said, 
characterizing Islam as the 
youngest major religious 
group with the highest 
fertility. Atheists, agnos-
tics and adults who don’t 
specify a religion, together 
classified as “nones” by 
Pew, lag far behind both 
Muslims and Christians 
in reproduction.

“Between 2015 and 
2060, the world’s popu-
lation is expected to in-
crease by 32 percent, to 
9.6 billion. Over that 
same period, the number 
of Muslims ... is project-
ed to increase by 70 per-
cent,” Pew said in its press 
release on the findings. 
“The number of Chris-
tians is projected to rise by 
34 percent, slightly faster 
than the global population 
overall yet far more slowly 
than Muslims.”

Well before 2060, be-
tween the years 2030 and 
2035, Muslims will give 
birth to 225 million ba-
bies, a million more than 
the 224 million antici-
pated by Christians. The 
gap is expected to grow to 
6 million in favor of Mus-
lims by 2055 or 2060, Pew 
predicts, with 232 million 
births among Muslims 
and only 226 million 
among Christians.

Muslims outpacing  
Christians in births

Ark. law changes on guns in churches
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Legislature has enacted 
new laws pertaining to con-
cealed carry restrictions in 
churches.

On April 4 Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson signed into law 
bills that make several revi-
sions to Arkansas’ laws regard-
ing standards and restrictions 
on the carrying of concealed 
firearms, according to Larry 
Page, executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

“The new laws deal with 
standards with regard to the 
carrying of firearms by con-
cealed-carry permit holders 
in a number of venues, such 
as at colleges and universities, 
in bars, in publicly owned 
buildings and facilities, court-
rooms, public school (K-12), in 
churches, and other places,” 
Page said in a special email 
alert to churches.

“Prior to the revisions made 
by Acts 562 and 859, the law: 
1) Prohibited a concealed-car-

ry permit holder from carry-
ing a firearm into a church or 
on church grounds; 2) But the 
law also provided that a church 
could grant a blanket approval 
for concealed-carry permit 
holders to 
carry firearms 
in church or 
designate spe-
cific individu-
als or members 
of a security 
team or detail 
to carry hand-
guns, provided 
those individu-
als possessed 
current concealed-carry per-
mits.”

While the new laws have 
not changed those two prior 
provisions, a concealed-carry 
permit holder who obtains 
an enhanced concealed-carry 
permit after receiving up to 
eight hours of additional train-
ing may carry a firearm into a 
church, unless the church has 
provided notice that it does 

not allow firearms on its prem-
ises, Page said.

Under the law, Page said 
there are two ways the church 
can provide notice of the 
prohibition of the carrying 

of firearms by 
holders of the 
enhanced, up-
graded permit 
issued pursu-
ant to the addi-
tional training 
established by 
the Arkansas 
State Police. 
A church may 
place at each 

church entrance a written no-
tice that “carrying a handgun 
is prohibited,” or it may pro-
vide written or verbal informa-
tion notice to a licensee who is 
carrying a concealed handgun 
at the church that carrying a 
handgun is prohibited. 

“It is important to note two 
things (about the new law),” 
Page explained. 

“First, holders of the stan-

dard concealed-carry permit 
are not allowed to carry a 
handgun in church, unless the 
church has approved the car-
rying of a concealed firearm 
under either a blanket permis-
sion for all permit holders or 
by designating specific individ-
uals or members of a security 
or safety team to carry hand-
guns, provided those individu-
als or team members hold cur-
rent concealed-carry permits,” 
said Page.

“Second, it will be lawful 
for the holder of the enhanced 
concealed-carry permit to be 
armed with a concealed fire-
arm at a church whether the 
church has or has not granted 
specific or general approval, 
but only if the church has not 
posted signs at each church 
entrance advising firearms are 
not allowed there or has not 
given direct written or verbal 
warning to the armed en-
hanced permit holder stating 
firearms are not allowed at the 
church.”

Gaines: Prayer key to unity in the SBC

Gaines

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – South-
ern Baptists should prioritize 
prayer for unity and evange-
lism, said Southern Baptist 
Convention President Steve 
Gaines at The Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary’s 
April 11 chapel service.

“I’m praying that the pri-
ority of the Southern Baptist 
Convention [is] that we will 
become literally a house of 
prayer. I’m praying that, when 
people think about the South-
ern Baptist Convention, the 
very first thing they will think 
of is this: ‘That’s the group of 
folks – those are the folks that 
pray,’” Gaines said.

Examining the method of 
the early church, Gaines ex-
plained 10 truths about the 
importance of prayer from 
Acts 24. Gaines said the early 
church provides an example of 
how prayer reveals the intima-
cy of a Christian’s relationship 
to God. People talk with and 
about those whom they love, 
and prayer is one way Chris-
tians talk with God, he said. 
The book of Acts is about peo-
ple praying to God and shar-
ing Scripture with others.

“Everywhere they went, they 
prayed and they witnessed,” 

said Gaines, senior pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Cordova, Tenn. “They loved 
the Lord. And so just natu-
rally, out of their lives flowed 
prayer toward the 
Lord and evangelism 
and witnessing toward 
other people.”

Unity is a key re-
sult from the prayers 
of Christian believers, 
Gaines said.

Southern Baptists 
“could use a little bit 
of being unified to-
gether around the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” he said. “And it will 
not come unless we spend 
time talking to God together. 
We’ve got to talk, not about 
one another, but we’ve got to 
talk with each other to the 
Lord. Something changes in 
your life when you start pray-
ing with other Christians in-
stead of talking about other 
Christians. Unity comes not 
from divisive discourse but 
from unified prayer meet-
ings. When we lift our voices 
to God with one accord, with 
one heart, as a congregation, 
as an assembly, then we enjoy 
genuine unity in the body of 
Christ.”

Christians should also be 
motivated by love and prayer 
to share the gospel.

“Every desire you have 
to tell someone about Jesus 

comes from the Holy 
Spirit,” Gaines said. 
“If Jesus is in your 
heart, He’ll come out 
of your mouth. You 
can’t serve Jesus with 
a zipped lip.”

Gaines said prayer 
helps God’s people 
overcome persecu-
tion, depend on 

Scripture, exude confidence, 
offer strategic petitions, experi-
ence miracles, enjoy bountiful 
grace, become exceptionally 
generous, and become gifted 
leaders.

During the Board of Trust-
ees meeting April 10, Gaines 
was installed as the first Her-
schel H. Hobbs Visiting Pro-
fessor of Christian Preaching, 
honoring former SBC Presi-
dent Herschel H. Hobbs. The 
trustees established the profes-
sorship to honor the life of 
Hobbs, a two-time graduate 
of Southern Seminary, who 
was president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention from 
1961-63, served as chairman 

of the committee that revised 
the Baptist Faith and Message 
in 1963, and pastored several 
SBC churches.

Southern Seminary Presi-
dent R. Albert Mohler Jr. in-
troduced Gaines and spoke 
of the importance of Hobbs’ 
legacy.

“Dr. Hobbs, who has now 
for many years been with the 
Lord, rightly must be hon-
ored by his alma mater here at 
Southern Seminary. I’m glad 
to tell you that yesterday the 
Board of Trustees unanimous-
ly established the Herschel H. 
Hobbs visiting professorship 
in preaching, and that’s going 
to be a regular event on this 
campus. And we will look for-
ward to honoring Dr. Hobbs 
and his legacy in that way,” 
Mohler said. “It is a matter of 
great satisfaction that Dr. Steve 
Gaines, who wrote his Ph.D. 
dissertation at Southwestern 
Seminary on Dr. Herschel 
Hobbs, has agreed to be the 
very first Herschel H. Hobbs 
Visiting Professor of Christian 
Preaching at Southern Semi-
nary.”

This article was written by 

Annie Corser of the Southern Bap-

tist Theological Seminary.
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“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)
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Capital punishment and the Bible
annual meeting held in Or-
lando, Fla., in June 2000.

The resolution read, in 
part, “WHEREAS, The Bible 
teaches that every human 
life has sacred value (Genesis 
1:27) and forbids the taking 
of innocent human life (Exo-
dus 20:13); and 

WHERE-
AS, God has 
vested in the 
civil mag-
istrate the 
responsibility 
of protecting 

the innocent and punishing 
the guilty (Romans 13:1-3); 
and

WHEREAS, We recognize 
that fallen human nature has 
made impossible a perfect ju-
dicial system; and

WHEREAS, God autho-
rized capital punishment 
for murder after the Noahic 
Flood, validating its legitima-
cy in human society (Genesis 
9:6); and

WHEREAS, God forbids 
personal revenge (Romans 
12:19) and has established 
capital punishment as a just 
and appropriate means by 
which the civil magistrate may 
punish those guilty of capital 
crimes (Romans 13:4); and

WHEREAS, God requires 
proof of guilt before any pun-
ishment is administered (Deu-
teronomy 19:15-19); and

WHEREAS, God’s instruc-
tions require a civil magistrate 
to judge all people equally 
under the law, regardless 
of class or status (Leviticus 
19:15; Deuteronomy 1:17); 
and

WHEREAS, All people, 
including those guilty of capi-
tal crimes, are created in the 
image of God and should be 
treated with dignity (Genesis 
1:27).

A 
n uproar is being had 
over the state of Arkan-

sas’ decision to execute eight 
men over 11 days beginning 
this month (one was sched-
uled the day after Easter – 
April 17 – as of this writing).

It’s ironic that so many 
have voiced opposition to sav-
ing convicted 
murderers, 
while some of 
the same folks 
see nothing 
wrong with 
aborting an un-
born baby who hasn’t had an 
opportunity to live a life.

While I have never met 
anyone who likes capital 
punishment, there is a  big 
difference between executing 
a criminal, who has been con-
victed of a heinous crime, and 
an unborn child.

Arkansas is being criticized 
for the pace at which the exe-
cutions will take place, which 
is being done so quickly be-
cause it is faced with an expir-
ing supply of a controversial 
sedative used in executions. 
If lawyers aren’t successful 
in stopping or delaying the 
executions, Arkansas plans 
to execute eight men over 11 
days — performing two a day 
on four days between April 17 
and April 27. 

Though multiple lawsuits 
have been filed over the 
schedule, Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson and Attorney 
General Leslie Rutledge say 
the deaths will bring closure 
to victims’ families – some of 
whom lost their loved ones to 
murder more than 20 years 
ago.

In case you are wondering, 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion came out strongly in sup-
port of capital punishment in 
a resolution approved at its 

Therefore, be it RE-
SOLVED, That the messen-
gers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, meeting in 
Orlando, Florida, June 13 
14, 2000, support the fair 
and equitable use of capital 
punishment by civil magis-
trates as a legitimate form of 
punishment for those guilty 
of murder or treasonous acts 
that result in death; and

Be it further RESOLVED, 
That we urge that capital pun-
ishment be administered only 
when the pursuit of truth 
and justice result in clear and 
overwhelming evidence of 
guilt.”

Nick Pitts, director of 
cultural engagement at the 
Denison Forum on Truth and 

Culture, points out that “the 
anti-death penalty position 
often begins with Genesis 
9:6 as well, but deconstructs 
it to lessen the punch. They 
will argue that this passage is 
a proverb, not a command. 
This proverb is contextually 
placed in a world and dur-
ing a time in which there 
was not a government, thus 
this would be considered an 
act of revenge (which is spe-
cially prohibited in Romans 
12:19).”

Pitts continues, “However, 
this literal proverbial explana-
tion fails to sufficiently deal 
with the creative founda-
tion of the passage. Namely, 
the passage is grounded in 
creation, the image of God. 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Created in the image of God, 
humanity exhibits such value 
that to murder results in 
someone bearing the worst 
consequence imaginable, the 
forfeiture of one’s own life.”

It’s a complicated issue for 
sure, but one that modern 
society must address and care-
fully consider in the need to 
administer justice to maintain 
order in society.

As Christians, we should 
pause to pray for the families 
impacted by violence, as well 
as those who inflict it:

“Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven” (Matt. 6:10, ESV).

Tim Yarbrough is editor/

executive director of the Arkansas 

Baptist News.
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I n the early church there was an apparent tendency to 
focus on reaching out to people they would describe as 

“our kind of folks.” Paul was inspired by God to write in 
Galatians 3:28 (HCSB): “There is no Jew or Greek, slave 
or free, male or female; for you are all are one in Christ 
Jesus.” The love of Christ and the offer of salvation extend 
to all humanity regardless of language, cul-
ture, race, family heritage, gender, morali-
ty, lifestyle, popularity, beauty, intelligence 
or socio-economics. God has made it plain 
that everyone in the world, regardless of 
any factors, are “His kind of folks.”

For Arkansas Baptists to have major impact in our state, 
we must reach those who have typically not been “our kind 
of folks.” The rapidly growing diversity in the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention mirrors the rapidly growing di-
versity in our state’s demographics, and it reveals we are 
reflecting our Lord’s desire to minister to all of Arkansas. 

When churches feel they are out of good, solid pros-
pects, it must be discerned if they are indeed out of people 
to reach or merely out of their stereotypical “our kind of 
folks.” We must acknowledge and accept our spiritual re-
sponsibility to reach and minister to all. The unbelievable, 
incredible, deep love that God has for each person should 

deeply impact us at the core of our being and 
be reflected in our attitudes and actions to-
ward each individual. 

When you attend any of our events and see 
sitting together gray hair and green hair, blue 
jeans and suits, cowboy hats and dress hats, 

tattoos or not, King James Bibles and Holman Christian 
Standard Bibles and every color known to humanity – re-
joice that Arkansas Baptists are intentionally going after 
“His kind of folks.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention (ABSC).

D 
uring Christmas break of my third-grade year, my 
family moved from the community of Black Oak to 

Tyronza. Although the move required my sisters and me 
to transfer to a new school, we continued to attend Black 
Oak Baptist Church because the move only amounted to 
about five miles.

It was at my new school that I met Jimmy. He was one 
year older than me but was one of the first to befriend me. 
We had much in common, including living in the same 
neighborhood and loving baseball. Many evenings and 
most weekends were spent riding our bikes throughout 
the town, playing catch in our yard, or organizing some 
friends for a full-day on the baseball 
field. I think one of the reasons I so love 
the movie “The Sandlot” is because it 
reminds me so much of my childhood. 
Those days were incredible. Although 
our time in Tyronza lasted only through 
my fourth-grade year, my friendship with Jimmy continued 
throughout high school.  

Now, Jimmy and his family were not the church-going 
type, but I remember the first summer they allowed him to 
attend summer camp with me at Ravenden Springs Baptist 
Camp. He had a great time and a lot of questions about 
Jesus and faith. I don’t remember the exact summer, but 
I think it was when we were 13 or 14 years old that Jimmy 
became very interested in knowing how to be a Christian. I 
arranged for one of our cabin counselors to join us one af-
ternoon. There, in that rustic old cabin, I was able to share 
the gospel with Jimmy, and he prayed, trusting Jesus as his 
Lord and Savior. The counselor’s name eludes me, but I 
remember him encouraging Jimmy that once he left the 
cabin to tell the first person he met about what had just oc-
curred. And Jimmy did! Throughout that day and for the 

rest of the week, Jimmy shared with everyone he met that 
Jesus had saved him. In sharing his newfound faith, Jimmy 
would also share the gospel.  That week, several children 
and teenagers trusted Jesus because this new believer was 
excited about his faith!

The next day after Jimmy was saved, I overheard a con-
versation between two counselors. One was excited about 
how God was using Jimmy, but the response of the second 
was not so positive. “Oh, well, he’ll get over it.” After high 
school, Jimmy felt God was calling him to be a pastor. He 
went on to receive his theological training and began living 
out God’s calling by serving a local church. I’ve lost track 

with Jimmy over the years, but my prayer for 
him has always been that he will never “get 
over it.”

As I write this article about Jimmy’s salva-
tion, I’m reminded that in just two days I 
will celebrate my 45th spiritual birthday. On 

April 7, 1972, I trusted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. I pray 
that I will never get over the fact that by grace through 
faith I have been saved from my sin and adopted into the 
family of God. I pray that as long as I have breath in these 
lungs, I will proclaim to any and all how Jesus has saved 
me and how they, too, can be reconciled to God through 
Jesus.

Take a few moments now and think back on the day you 
trusted Jesus. I pray you never get over it! I pray His grace 
puts a smile on your face and joy in your heart, knowing 
“that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6, NIV). 
As you relive your salvation story, share it with someone 
else today!

Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-

gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

O 
ne of the great ways to 
engage the next genera-

tion is to get them involved in 
serving. This is a great opportu-
nity to teach them about Jesus.  
He is our ultimate model of a 
servant. One reason Jesus came 
was to serve (Mark 10:45). He 
washed His disciples’ feet as one 
of His last acts of service before 
His crucifixion (John 13:12-16).  
Jesus’ followers also emphasized 
serving. Peter encouraged serving 
one another for God’s glory (1 
Pet. 4:10-11). Paul connects serv-
ing one another with loving your 
neighbor (Gal. 5:13-14). Serving 
God and others is a consistent 
theme throughout Scripture.  

 If the next generation is going 
to serve others, then they need 
good role models. Parents foster 
a serving mentality in their chil-
dren when they model serving 
their spouse at home. We can’t 
just teach and model; we have to 
engage them. Start in your home.  
You can foster this at a very young 
age by providing children with 
age-appropriate chores that will 
help them learn to serve. Look 
for opportunities to affirm them 
when they serve in the home in 
ways that they were not prompted 
to do. Children also observe how 
parents serve others in the church 
and community, and imitate what 
is modeled by mom and dad.  

 Engage children in serving at 
your church. We have involved 
our children in cleaning up after 
events, yard maintenance, work 
days, set-up and take-down for 
events. These service opportuni-
ties are a great way to model one’s 
life after Jesus.

 Engage children in serving 
your community. We have a large 
ditch that lines our neighborhood 
where I involved several boys to 
pick up trash that had gathered.  
A neighbor saw their servant ex-
ample and served the boys Sonic 
drinks. Serving is contagious.

 Teaching, modeling and engag-
ing the next generation in serv-
ing others will prepare them for 
a healthy marriage and family, 
faithful involvement in church, 
and loving outreach in their com-
munity on into adulthood. What 
ways will you teach, model and 
engage the next generation in 
serving others this year?

Ben Phillips serves on the ABSC 

evangelism and church health team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips
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Support the Arkansas Baptist News with MustardSeed!
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amount is rounded up to the nearest dollar and donated. It’s easy to sign up!  

Visit mustardseedapp.org/abnews to get started today!
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V 
ictims of child abuse 
are all around you. 

They are in your neighbor-
hood, your school, your 
church. Your church can 
play a key role in both re-
sponding to ongoing abuse 
and helping prevent future 
abuse. 

As a minister, you should 
know your 
responsibility 
when you be-
come aware 
of possible 
child abuse. 
According to 
Larry Page, 
executive director of the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council, members of the 
clergy in Arkansas are man-
datory reporters of child 
abuse. The only exception 
involves a situation where 
the perpetrator is seeking 
penitence, rehabilitation, 
redemption and forgive-
ness. That is a very narrow 
exception and, in most 
cases, would not be present 
in a given set of circum-
stances. If the clergy mem-
ber has a good faith belief 
that he learned in any way 
other than the perpetrator’s 

confession, he has no choice 
but to report that good faith 
belief that there has been mal-
treatment, neglect or abuse.

As a church member, you 
may not be required by law 
to report abuse but should 
consider calling the Arkansas 
Child Abuse Hotline (800-
482-5964) to report suspected 

abuse.
The 

church 
should also 
be a safe 
place for 
adult victims 
of childhood 

abuse. Many church members 
continue to deal with abuse 
they received as children. 
Leaders and teachers may 
need training to help them 
know how to recognize and 
respond to these individuals. 
That assistance might involve 
creating a safe environment 
for individuals to express 
their feelings or even knowing 
when and how to refer them 
to professional counseling. 

Churches should provide 
training for parents based 
on the biblical model. Often 
physical abuse occurs in the 
home when parents become 

frustrated and lose control 
of their emotions while 
disciplining their children. 
Your church can give them 
the tools they need to cor-
rect their children’s behav-
ior without doing physical 
or emotional harm. 

Child abuse should not 
occur within the walls of 
our churches or at functions 
sponsored by the church. 
The evangelism and church 
health team of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
will help you develop plans 
and procedures to protect 
children and students in 
your church. The state con-
vention has partnered with 
MinistrySafe to help church-
es develop a safety system to 
protect minors.

April is National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. 
This is a great time to take 
action to ensure that your 
church is not only aware 
of child abuse but also ac-
tively involved in preventing 
abuse. For more informa-
tion, contact Arkansas Bap-
tist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries.

David Perry is executive di-

rector of ABCHomes.

Child abuse and the church
ABSC Agencies & Institutions

ABCHomes
David Perry

Thankfulness amid challenges
M 

rs. Wheeless, I want 
to tell you about my 

first-year experience. It has 
been a total whirlwind, but 
I also feel like it has been 
pretty painless. I know ex-
actly why. First of all, I am 
confident 
that the 
Lord is the 
only thing 
that has 
gotten me 
through the school year (I 
still dwell on the question, 
“What have I done today 
to know God better?”). Sec-
ondly, I am aware of how 
prepared I feel. 

There have been so many 
curveballs thrown, and 
Mrs. Wheeless, these kids 
... they break my heart into 
a million pieces. In class, 
you would talk with us 
about heartbreaking stu-
dents that we might have 
in our classrooms, and the 
homes they come from. My 

room is packed full of them. 
I feel like I am walking in the 
scenarios that you painted 
for us. And oddly enough, I 
couldn't be more grateful to 
be here. 

Several friends and co-
workers in 
the teaching 
profession talk 
about how this 
is the hardest 
year they have 

ever faced. It discourages me 
so much, and sometimes it 
has me questioning if I am at 
the right school or even in the 
right profession. But then it's 
almost like God whispers to 
my heart.  

I am reminded of these 
difficult, misbehaving kids 
– these kids that have asked 
me if I go to church and that 
have shown buckets of love to 
me. Their home lives make 
me crumble. Sometimes 
they walk by me and don't 
smile. Sometimes they are 

disrespectful, dishonest 
and just plain rude. Some-
times it makes me so angry. 
But then I remember how 
blessed I am and how much 
I love them.

So, because of the Lord, 
and because of you, and be-
cause of these kids, I teach 
on. I will give it my best. I 
will keep seeking God for 
wisdom and asking Him to 
show me how to love these 
kids the way He does. He is 
so good, in the good times 
and in the super stressful 
times.

I have been continually 
blessed by you even after 
being in your classes! Thank 
you for all that you do.

Sarah Dunnam, a 2016 

graduate of Williams Baptist 

College (WBC), is a first-year 

elementary teacher in the 

Paragould School District. 

She wrote this letter to Mrs. 

Charlotte Wheeless, one of her 

WBC professors.

Williams 
Baptist College
Sarah Dunnam

Letters to the Editor

Thank you,  
Arkansas Baptists

My name is Marion Cor-
nett, and for the past 30 years 
I have been pastoring church-
es in Missouri, Kentucky and 
Arkansas. The Lord has been 
very good to us and blessed us 
in so many ways. I just want to 
praise and thank Him for all 
His blessings. 

One of the things I have 
always tried to communi-
cate to people is that very 
often God’s blessings come 
in strangely wrapped pack-
ages. Recently, my wife and 
I have gone through the fire 
of testing. In November 2015 
my wife’s mother, who lived 
in Oklahoma, was diagnosed 
with cancer. We spent the next 
year going back and forth from 
Maynard to Stilwell, Okla., in 
an attempt to help in her care. 
My wife would stay two weeks, 
and I would have to go get 
her. She would stay home two 
weeks, and I would take her 
back. This went on for eight 
months.

In September 2016 the Lord 
took our loved one home. The 
very next month my wife was 
diagnosed with cancer and 
underwent surgery. Praise 
the Lord she is now cancer-
free, but she has other serious 
medical problems. In January 
of this year my doctor told 
me to either take a respite 
from pastoring or get ready to 
meet Jesus. At the time I was 
pastoring the good folks at 
Witts Chapel Baptist Church 

in Maynard. I was forced to 
resign because of my physical 
and emotional health. The 
folks at church allowed us to 
stay in the parsonage as well 
as pay us our regular salary for 
three months. That was such 
a sweet act of support and 
Christ-like love. 

Recently, I went to the mail-
box, and there was an enve-
lope from the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention with an en-
closed check. I wish there was 
some way I could thank every 
Arkansas Baptist because it is 
such a blessing. My desire is 
to thank the convention, Dr. 
Sonny Tucker, Witts Chapel, 
and every Arkansas Baptist for 
your love and support of this 
pastor during his time of great 
need. 

Marion Cornett
Maynard

Wizard of Oz movie 
not appropriate

It seems “Hollywood” 
creeps into the best of conser-
vative religious publications – 
referring to the front page of 
ABNews, April 6, 2017. Could 
not a better example have been 
used without free advertising 
and recognition for (the) Hol-
lywood film, “The Wizard of 
Oz”? The billboard for the 
movie is hardly appropriate for 
a Baptist magazine front page.

Wayne Myers
Quitman

ARKANSAS BAPTISTS are 
encouraged to pray on May 
14 or another time during the 
month of May for the work of 
their state Baptist newspaper, 
as well as for the work being 
done across the Natural State 
through the ministry of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches and 
institutions during the annual 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
Day of Prayer emphasis.

In recognition of the ABN 
Day of Prayer, a special bulle-
tin insert will be mailed to all 
Arkansas Baptist churches for 
distribution on May 14 or the 
following Sunday. 

The insert is being pro-
duced by the ABN in coopera-
tion with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention executive 

and administrative team. The 
front of the insert features the 
ABN Day of Prayer emphasis, 
with the back featuring a mes-
sage about the Cooperative 
Program.

“While the ABN staff and 
board of directors desire your 
prayers as we seek to further 
the gospel through our own 
work, we also want to draw at-
tention to the wide range of 
kingdom work being done by 
Arkansas Baptists throughout 
the state,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor/executive director.

To request a speaker dur-
ing the May emphasis, or to 
request additional inserts, 
please contact the ABN office 
at abn@arkansasbaptist.org or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

ABN Day of Prayer set for May
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Pastor appreciation event to feature Graham

LMCO giving slumps, on pace for historic drop
Will Hall
Baptist Message

RICHMOND, Va. — The 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Commit-
tee has released data showing 
relatively stable Cooperative 
Program (CP) giving, but a 
flagging Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering (LMCO) that is 
trending toward a record sin-
gle-year fall.

Comparing receipts from 
Oct. 2016 through March 
2017 with totals for the same 
period a year ago, gifts through 
the CP, Southern Baptists’ pri-
mary channel for funding all 
national causes, are down less 
than one percent, or about 
$967,597 below last year.

By contrast, contributions 
to the LMCO, which benefits 
only the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB), Southern 
Baptists’ overseas-missionary-
sending entity, have tumbled 
almost $13.5 million, a nearly 
12 percent drop, for the same 
time frame.

Importantly, these figures 
reflect only funds received 
through the SBC Executive 
Committee — some LMCO 
gifts are donated directly to 
the IMB.

The accounting year for the 
LMCO is June 1 through May 
31, but the difference with the 
Executive Committee fiscal 
year does not change the nega-
tive trend in LMCO giving.

According to past reports 

out of Nashville, March is the 
third month in a row for the 
special offering to plunge, with 
successive falls of $4.72 mil-
lion, $4.17 million and $4.59 
million, respectively.

The $13.5 million drop 
comes after record giving last 
year, $165.8 million, when 
Southern Baptists responded 
generously with hopes of keep-
ing missionaries in the field 
after the Richmond-based 
IMB announced terminations 
were necessary to balance the 
budget. 

The previous high was $154 
million in 2013, but the 2014 
LMCO was close, totaling just 
more than $153 million.

The IMB’s LMCO woes 
could worsen the Southern 

Baptists’ already weakened 
overseas missionary force.

At IMB’s last trustee meet-
ing, staff informed trustees 
about personnel losses that 
were even greater than report-
ed when a two-phase termina-
tion process was completed in 
April 2016.

Previously, the IMB had 
published that the offer of 
early retirement (Voluntary 
Retirement Incentive) com-
bined with other transition 
opportunities (described as a 
Hand Raising Opportunity) 
had produced 983 volunteers 
among 4,800 field missionar-
ies and 149 separations among 
450 Richmond staff (including 
30 terminations among the 
communication team).

This left the IMB with 3,817 
missionaries and 301 support 
persons when terminations 
ended in April 2016.

In materials available to 
trustees March 1, the IMB staff 
noted the organization had 
ended 2016 with only 3,596 
persons serving abroad, mean-
ing the IMB had dropped 
another 221 people from the 
field, even after adding some 
replacements following the 
VRI and HRO. This left the 
field missionary force at its 
lowest level since 1985. 

Meanwhile, the support 
staff had risen slightly to 306.

Will Hall is editor of the Bap-

tist Message, the official news-

journal of the Louisiana Baptist 

Convention.

Graham

LITTLE ROCK – Jack Gra-
ham, a Conway native and 
pastor of one of the largest 
churches in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC), is the 
featured speaker at a special 
pastor appreciation 
luncheon sponsored 
by the Christian radio 
station, Faith Talk 
99.5.

The event will be 
held April 27 at the 
Noah’s Event venue 
in Little Rock.

“Pastor apprecia-
tion events are a sta-
ple of our company, 
Salem Media Group, vision,” 
said Steve Marston, Faith Talk 
99.5 operations manager.

Marston said the luncheon 
is open to all pastors serving in 
churches in central Arkansas. 
While there’s no cost for the 
event, pastors are encouraged 
to register at faithtalk995.com 
using the keyword “pastor” 
due to limited space.

Graham, former SBC presi-

dent, recently made headlines 
when the church he pastors, 
Prestonwood Baptist Church 
in Plano, Texas, decided to es-
crow its Cooperative Program 
(CP) funds due to “concerns 

about the direction of 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention.”

At the time of the 
announcement, Mike 
Buster, Prestonwood 
executive pastor, pro-
vided a statement ex-
plaining that the ac-
tion had been taken 
because of “various 
significant positions 

taken by the leadership of 
the Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission that do not 
reflect the beliefs and values 
of many in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention” and that it 
is a temporary move “until a 
decision can be made on cur-
rent and future funding.” The 
church gives $1 million annu-
ally to the CP.  

Previous speakers at the 

Faith Talk 99.5 pastor appreci-
ation luncheon have included 
Tony Evans and Alistair Begg.

“Because we air these 
wonderful pastors’ radio pro-
grams on our station, it al-
lows us access to be able to 
bring them into Little Rock 
for special events like this,”  
said Marston.

Graham's popular Power-
point radio program (http://
jackgraham.org/radio) airs on 
Faith Talk 99.5.

“We’re expecting a full 
house again this year. We’ve 
got a bunch of really nice door 
prizes like an iPad mini to win, 
a wonderful lunch from Two 
Sisters in Sherwood, a good 
bag full of all kinds of stuff 
and, of course, the message 
from Jack Graham,” said Mar-
ston.

“But more than all that, this 
event is designed for us to say, 
‘Thank you,’ to all our pastors 
for all that they do for us, and 
the best part of it all is that it’s 
free.”

Read more news online at arkansasbaptist.org/articles

IMPACT LR – Impact Little Rock, a one-day outreach event hosted by Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, and City of Refuge Community Church, Little Rock, min-
istered throughout the city April 9. More than 100 volunteers from the two churches 
held a free car wash and block party and they also did cleaning and construction 
work and neighborhood evangelism in the area surrounding City of Refuge and 
the Cumberland Manor and Madison Heights apartment complexes. According to 
Neal Scoggins, lead pastor of City of Refuge, three people made professions of faith 
and one individual joined the City of Refuge as a result of the event. Photo by Caleb 
Yarbrough
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Ark. students seek to ‘change lives in a week’

Nine Arkansas State University students 
and assistant Baptist campus minister 
Corley Shumaker stand by First Baptist 
Church of Provo, Utah, where they re-
ceived evangelism training while on 
a spring break mission trip. The group 
also heard from a former Mormon who 
shared his testimony of how he came 
to leave Mormonism and find the true 
Jesus of the Bible.

Arkansas State University students pray outside a housing complex in Utah where a large majority of residents have not been 
reached with the gospel.

Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

FROM TEXAS to Utah to 
Louisiana and Kentucky, col-
lege students from throughout 
Arkansas set aside this year’s 
spring break to follow God’s 
call. 

While some students re-
paired barbed wire fences at 
a boys’ ranch in Texas, others 
prayer-walked a Mormon sub-
urban neighborhood in Utah. 
Two groups of students from 
different colleges shared the 
gospel in Louisiana, while stu-
dents from three schools stud-
ied apologetics during a visit to 
Kentucky.  

Brenham, Texas, is the 
home of Bluebell Ice Cream 
and to 16 boys who live at the 
Miracle Farm Boys’ Ranch, 
where 13 students from South-
ern Arkansas University (SAU) 
spent spring break. 

The ranch includes horses, 
cattle, acres of land and houses 
that need to be maintained, 
said SAU Baptist College Min-
ister Mike Sandusky. 

“It’s under the Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home ministry (and) 
similar to the Boys Ranch 
in Harrison,” he said. SAU 
students built a new fence, 
cleared a mile of brush and re-
wired a rodeo arena. They also 
led a worship service for the 
boys and hosted a cookout. 

This trip encouraged the 
boys at the ranch, and it also 
changed students’ perspec-
tives. 

“After being around these 
boys, my students said, ‘I’ve 

taken advantage of my parents 
and not appreciated what I’ve 
had,’” Sandusky said.

Ten students from Arkansas 
State University (ASU) went 
to Provo, Utah, which, accord-
ing to  the International Mis-
sion Board, is where the least 
reached people group in the 
United States lives. 

With less than 1 percent 
reached for the gospel there, 
spiritual warfare is a real-
ity God helped them push 
through, said Corley Shumak-
er, assistant campus minister 
at ASU. She said the spiritual 
warfare “felt very oppressive. It 
was something that made you 
not want to share your faith 
... like an active opposition to 
doing kingdom work.”  

As students prayer-walked a 
suburban Mormon neighbor-
hood, they invited people to a 
Wednesday night Bible study, 
and four people came.  

“It was really encouraging 
for everyone,” said Shumaker. 
The students left Provo “im-
pacted by the lostness” and 
eager to return. 

“Nearly everybody on the 
team said they can’t wait to 
come back,” she said.

Jared Farley, campus min-
ister at Henderson State Uni-
versity, said his team of 30 
shared the gospel more than 
200 times in Louisiana. 

Farley’s students and others 
from the University of Arkan-
sas at Monticello went to New 
Orleans’ Seventh Ward, a dan-
gerous part of the city. The fol-
lowing day, evangelism teams 
shared the gospel at Louisi-

ana State University. Student 
teams also helped with disas-
ter relief, repairing houses 
and churches in Baton Rouge 
and Denham Springs, an area 
where 75,000 faced major 
flooding six months ago. 

Some students preferred 
doing manual labor, and some 
liked evangelism better, said 
Farley, who encouraged stu-
dents to stay obedient to God 

See STUDENTS page 9
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even when they preferred some 
work over others. 

“I told the students, ‘We 
do our part, and God will be 
faithful to do His.’” 

Students from three cam-
puses – National Park Col-
lege (NPC), Northwest Ar-
kansas Community College 
(NWACC) and University of 
the Ozarks – travelled to Ken-
tucky to focus on growing in 
Christ by visiting the Creation 
Museum and the Ark Encoun-
ter. 

During the trip, Chris Kohl-
man, former apologetics teach-
er at Ecclesia College, taught 
apologetics to 11 students. 

NPC Baptist College Min-
ister Michael Clayton admits 
the educational emphasis is an 
unusual spring break trip, but 
it worked this year.  

“A lot of students are newer 
believers who did not grow up 
in church,” he said, including 
a new Christian faculty mem-
ber at NWACC. 

“It was really awesome 
for me because I got a better 
hold on what to say in certain 
situations when you come 
into contact with unbeliev-
ers,” said Taylor Greeson of  
NPC. “It was not a wasted 
time.” 

Lisa Falknor writes for the col-

lege and young leaders team of the 

Arkansas Baptist State Conven-

tion and is a regional correspon-

dent for the Arkansas Baptist 

News.

continued from page 8
STUDENTS

Jesse Walker (left), Mikaela Blasé and Bronson Baker (in cowboy hat) work to replace the ceiling in the arena announcer's booth 
at the Miracle Farm Boys’ Ranch in Brenham, Texas. At left, students take a break from cleaning out the arena. 
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Intentional teaching in youth ministry
WHAT IS THE GOAL of 
youth ministry? Ephesians 
4:11-12 (ESV) states, “And he 
gave the apostles, the proph-
ets, the evangelists, the shep-
herds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of min-
istry, for building up the body 
of Christ…” 

Paul tells us that God gave 
teachers for the purpose of 
helping believers minister for 
the kingdom of God. He raises 
up people who will encourage 
and train others to live for 
Christ and so see the body 
of Christ built up. The goal 
of youth ministry is to equip 
teenage saints to do the work 
of the ministry.

Ben Trueblood comments 
at lifeway.com that we techni-
cally only get two days with 
our students each year. If we 
meet for an hour each week, 
we only have 52 hours. Then, 
we will miss a couple of weeks 
because of trips and events. 
So we are really looking at less 
than two days a year. We have 
a short window to disciple the 
students whom God has en-
trusted to us.   

The question before us is, 
“What should we do each 
week when we meet?” If you 
look in Acts, the first believ-
ers devoted themselves “to 
the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers” (Acts 
2:42, ESV). These were the 
things that the first believers 
thought were very important. 
This verse serves as a guide for 
my ministry. If we want to see 
students who act like real be-

lievers, then we need to at least 
do these three things when we 
meet:

Teach. “So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ” (Rom. 
10:17, ESV). God has chosen 
to work through the teaching 
of His Word. In fact, the dis-
ciples felt so strongly about 
this that they said, “But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and 
to the ministry of the word” 
(Acts 6:4, ESV). There were 
many needs that came up, and 
the disciples made a conscious 
decision to focus on prayer 
and ministry of the Word. The 
same is true in youth ministry. 
The most important thing we 
can do at each meeting is teach 
the Word.  

Consider teaching through 
books of the Bible. If you 
prefer to teach about topics, 
then do the hard work of un-
derstanding what the original 
meaning of the passage is be-
fore you apply it to the topic 
you are teaching on.

Consider teaching a follow-
up lesson of what the pastor 
preached the previous Sunday.

The Gospel Project is a great 
option for Sunday school. In 
Fall 2015, a mid-week option 
was introduced that allows 
you to follow-up on what you 
are doing for Sunday school. 
It even comes with video and 
song ideas.

Fellowship. Every meeting 
should have some element of 
fellowship incorporated into 
it. All believers need to fellow-
ship with one another. They 
need to interact, encourage 

and know one another. This 
can take place in many ways.

– Consider encouraging 
students to come early to hang 
out.

– Consider serving a meal 
to your students each week.

– Consider planning games 
and activities that get the stu-
dents interacting with one an-
other.

– Consider having small 
group discussion a couple of 
times a month to get students 
connecting on a deeper level.

Prayer. Disciples pray to-
gether. Disciples pray for one 
another. We have the oppor-
tunity each week to model pas-

sionate and authentic prayer. 
Students get to see in you, and 
in your leaders, genuine com-
munication with the God of 
the universe. Make sure to take 
time each week to pray with 
your students.

– Pray about specific re-
quests. Consider keeping a 
journal and asking students 
later about their requests.

– Pray for a particular mis-
sionary.

– Pray for their lost friends.
– Pray for their schools.
– Pray for their family rela-

tionships.
– Pray for their purity.
– Really pray about the situ-

ations in their lives. Let God 
be the One Who works. Prayer 
communicates that we really 
are dependent on God. 

There are many elements 
that you can plan into a weekly 
meeting, but at the core you 
need to do at least these three 
things: teach the Word, fellow-
ship and pray. 

Videos come and go. Games 
come and go. Events come and 
go. Budgets come and go. But 
you can always do these three 
things regardless of your situ-
ation.

This article originally appeared 

on the Arkansas Baptist State 

Convention (absc.org) website.

CONNECT HARRISON – Students worked to clean up the North Arkansas Baptist 
Association disaster relief storage area by raking, organizing, taking inventory and 
power washing. Connect 2017 in Harrison was held April 7-8.
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Halford stepping down after 33 seasons
WALNUT RIDGE – When 
the 2017 school year begins 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC), there will be a new 
Lady Eagles basketball coach 
strolling the sidelines for the 
first time in 33 years. Head 
women’s basketball coach 
Carol Halford is retiring from 
the position after 33 seasons 
at WBC’s helm and 519 career 
victories.

“Coaching for 33 years at 
a great institution like WBC 
has been a fulfilling experience 
to say the least. It is about the 
people, the place we have been, 
and the memories we made 
along the way. I am grateful 
to all the special players that 
made coaching a pleasure. I 

want to personally thank Dr. 
Tom Jones, Coach Jeff Rider 
and the WBC coaching staff 
for the support through the 
years,” said Halford.

Halford will remain at Wil-
liams, where she is taking on 
new responsibilities in academ-
ics.  She has been named chair 
of the division of professional 
studies, and she will continue 
as chair of the physical educa-
tion department at WBC. 

During her tenure, Hal-
ford has reached many mile-
stones, including a national 
championship in the National 
Christian College Athletic 
Association (NCCAA) in 
1992-93, after finishing as the 
runner-up in 1991-92. She has 

coached eight All-American 
players during her tenure, as 
well as more than 50 all-con-
ference selections. Halford’s 
win total ranks in the top five 
of the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) among active coaches 
before her retirement. She has 
coached hundreds of academic 
all-conference honorees and 
was named NCCAA National 
Coach of the Year in 1993. 

John Mayberry, a Hot 
Springs native and longtime 
assistant women’s basketball 
coach, has been named to re-
place Halford.  

Mayberry has served as assis-
tant coach for the Lady Eagles 
the past six seasons. 

Williams Baptist College women’s basketball coach Carol Halford is retiring from the 
position after 33 seasons at WBC’s helm and 519 career victories.

Gore

Gore leaving for Dallas Baptist
WALNUT RIDGE – Kenneth 
"Ken" Gore, professor of reli-
gion and chair of the Chris-
tian ministries department 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC) and the Baptists Ask 
columnist for the Arkansas Bap-

tist News (ABN), is leaving the 
state to take a similar position 
at Dallas Baptist University. 

A native of Mis-
souri, Gore, 53, has 
served at Williams 
Baptist for 19 years. 
His departure was an-
nounced at the April 
7 WBC Board of 
Trustees meeting. He 
will remain at Wil-
liams through the end 
of May.

Gore, in remarks to the 
board provided to the ABN, 
said he is grateful for his 
many years with the college. 
He shared the following story 
about his arrival in Arkansas:

“Soon after I came to Wil-
liams 19 years ago, an individ-
ual approached me at church 
to welcome me to the area. 
Making conversation, she said, 
‘Now, you graduated from Wil-
liams, didn’t you?’ I replied, 
‘No.’ She then said, ‘Well, 

you’re from Arkansas?” I said, 
‘No.’ She then said, ‘Then, 
why are you here?’

“My answer then, and my 
answer now, is exactly the 
same, ‘God brought me here.’ 
I knew of Williams through 
my seminary friend and for-
mer roommate Brett Cooper 
(vice president for institutional 

advancement), but 
I had never been on 
the campus until well 
into June of 1998. 
By then, I had been 
through enough 
conversations with 
Drs. Swaim, Start-
up, and Richards to 
know that this was a 
unique, wonderful 

place, where I could excel as 
a young scholar. I did, and I 
have.”

Gore has a bachelor’s de-
gree from Hannibal-La Grange 
College, as well as a master of 
divinity degree in biblical lan-
guages and doctor of philoso-
phy degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Becky, Gore's wife, is an 
administrative assistant in the 
office of public relations at 
Williams.

Read more at arkansasbaptist.org

Amplify Evangelism
An ABSC evangelism training event 
for students and youth workers to be 
held in conjunction with the Amplify 
Christian Music Festival

When: August 26, 2017

Where: Benton River Center

Who: Greg Stier of Dare 2 Share 
Ministries will lead the event

www.amplifyfest.org

No registration required and the 
event is completely FREE of charge
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Obituaries

Church life

V i r g i n i a 
Queen, 95, died 
March 29 at 
Parkway Health 
Center in Little 
Rock.

Queen was 
born Oct. 25, 
1921, the daugh-

ter of Rev. and Mrs. J.F. Queen. 
She was awarded bachelor’s de-
grees in music from Ouachita  
Baptist University (OBU) in 
1944 and a master’s degree 
in music from the American 
Conservatory in Chicago in 
1949.

After teaching at Prescott 
High School and the Ten-
nessee College for Women, 
she joined the OBU faculty 
in 1946. She served as Addie 
Mae Maddox Professor of  
Music and taught 40 years 
before retiring as Professor 
Emerita.

Queen served as president 
of the Arkansas State Music 
Teachers’ Association and was 
named College Teacher of the 
Year in 1979. She also served 
as president of the Arkansas 
Federation of Music Clubs, 
was a life member of the Na-

Oak Grove Baptist Church 
in Pocahontas will celebrate its 
150th anniversary May 21.

Stan Parris is serving as 
interim pastor at First Baptist 
Church in Malvern.

Justin Risley will begin serv-
ing as student minister at First 
Baptist Church in West Fork 
May 1.

A retirement party for Larry 
Thomas, associational mis-
sionary for the Little Red River 

On the move

arkansasbaptist.org

Is your church looking for a staff member? Place your classified here! Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads to use our easy online form!

pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Second Baptist Church, Russellville, AR, is 
prayerfully seeking a senior pastor. Accept-
ing resumes through April 30, 2017. Email re-
sume to: pastorsearch@sbcr.org.

FBC Clarendon, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Send resumes to FBC Search Commit-
tee, PO Box 324, Clarendon, AR 72029, or email 
resumes to jrbreynolds@gmail.com.

Trinity Baptist Church of Idabel, OK, is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time senior pastor. 
Please send resumes to andrewr@tbcidabel.
com or 2805 E. Washington, Idabel, OK 74745.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 
looking for a senior pastor. Please send 
resume and references to Spradling Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 3515 North 
50th Street, Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Witt’s Chapel Baptist Church of Maynard,  
AR, seeking full-time pastor. Please send 
resume including references to: Dennis Barber 
486 Thompson Road, Maynard, AR 72444.

Central Baptist seeks part-time youth 
minister. Experience preferred. Send resume 
Central Baptist Church c/o Rusty Wallace P.O. 
Box 226 Bald Knob AR 72010.

Trinity Baptist Association, consisting of 32 
churches in Poinsett County, is searching for 

C l a s s i f i e d s
Central Baptist Church, Clovis, NM, is search-

ing for a senior pastor. Central Baptist Church 
is a Southern Baptist Church, with a growing 
membership in a military, agricultural, and 
transportation based community. The church 
has 650+ in church attendance and the church 
actively participates in the Cooperative Pro-
gram, home and foreign missions, sponsors 
Grief Share, several weekly Bible studies, a food 
service program, has active youth and children’s 
ministries, sponsors Upward for the community 
and has many outreach ministries to the city of 
Clovis. Interested applicants should send a cover 
letter and resume to pastorsearch.central@
gmail.com or 920 CR 13 Clovis, NM. For inquiries 
call (575) 791-1553 or (575) 693-7801. 

Senior Pastor: Eastgate Church in Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas is seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Congregation size ranges from 45 to 50 
people, we are a diverse group and ranging in 
all ages, mission-minded and seeking to grow 
in God’s Word daily. Siloam Springs is in the cen-
ter of thriving Northwest Arkansas and home to 
John Brown University. Send resume to Eastgat-
eChurch@hotmail.com.

Kingsland First Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor; parsonage available.  
Please send resumes to Kingsland First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 97, Kingsland, AR  71652.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 

God’s man who has at least 7 years of leader-
ship experience in an SBC entity to serve as our 
associational missionary. Send resumes to 
tbasearchteam@gmail.com or PO Box 106, Tru-
mann, AR 72472. We will receive resumes until 
June 5, 2017.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, AR. Will work closely with senior pastor 
to meet the needs of a growing church. Email 
resume to mwiles@cablelynx.com.

First Baptist Harrisburg, AR is seeking a full-
time minister of music and youth. Email 
resume to kellyjones@harrisburgfbc.com. Job 
description available at www.harrisburgfbc.
com.

The Otter Creek Community Church is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time minister 
of music. Accepting resumes through April 
30, 2017. Submit resume to: info@theocchurch.
com Attention: Music Search Committee.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking for 
a part-time children’s director for our 
growing GROVE KIDZ MINISTRY. E-mail your 
resume to ckinzler@pleasantgrovelr.org.

Mountain View FBC is seeking full-time 
music and worship minister to lead 
blended music service, comfortable with a vari-
ety of music styles, choral directing, praise band, 
and technology. Send resume to searchteam@
fbcmountainview.org by May 1, 2017.

Seeking bi-vocational worship leader 
committed to a blended worship service. Send 

resume by 5-12-17 to Trinity Baptist Church, 
20707 Chicot Road, Mabelvale, AR 72103 or to 
trinitybaptist.mabelvale@gmail.com.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks secretary. Must 
be knowledgeable of QuickBooks and Microsoft 
Publisher. Send resumes to: steventiner@levy-
baptist.com.

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, Hot Springs 
Village, AR, seeking organist Wed. & Sun. Sal-
ary range $11,000-$12,000; 501-922-0692 or 
brbc3music@att.net.

South Main Baptist Church, in Crossett, AR 
is prayerfully seeking a part-time youth 
minister. You may send a resume to smbcsec-
retary@windstream.net, or mail to South Main 
Baptist Church, PO Box 430, Crossett, AR 71635.

Immanuel Baptist, El Dorado, seeks a full-
time children’s director. If interested, 
contact 870-862-4264 or sricker@ibceldorado.
com.

Full-time youth/student pastor FBC 
Pea Ridge, Arkansas. Also, provides support to 
discipleship ministries in coordination with the 
Sr. Pastor. Email resume to al@prfbc.org.

Southside BC, Paris, seeks a FT or PT wor-
ship leader. Must be able to lead a blended 
worship service. Ability to lead and work with 
praise band and choir is required. Send resume 
to billy@ssbchurch.org.

FBC Dardanelle is seeking a worship 
leader, part-time or full-time with other  
duties. Send resume to fbcdardanelle@gmail.
com.

FBC West Fork seeking part-time wor-
ship leader – send resume and questions to 
westforkfbc@yahoo.com.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include leading music in Sunday morning 
and evening services and leading the choir.  
Contact the church at 4701 East End Road, 
Hensley, AR 72065 or by emailing pastor@eeb-
car.com.

Small church in southeast Arkansas is 
seeking a music leader for Sunday morn-
ing worship. Contact Larry Toller, pastor,  
at 870-413-1938.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume 
to Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn: Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop,  
Harrison, AR 72601.

Attention bi-vocational ministers! Great 
part-time position (10 hours weekly) pays full 
time income (35K). Limited, protected territo-
ries. Go online: bit.ly/pastorsopportunity. Bruce 
210-636-1341, bruce@phostorian.com.

Looking for 2 pews. Older the better. Con-
tact: 479-790-2471.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR

MISCELLANEOUS

arkansasbaptist.org

tional Federation of Music 
Clubs, a Rose Fay Thomas 
Fellow and a former Found-
ers’ Day national chairman. 
She served as president of the 
Arkadelphia Philharmonic 
Club, a member of the Coterie  
Piano Rep Group, and past 
president of the Little Rock 
Musical Coterie, which annu-
ally awards a scholarship in her 
name.

Queen loved to teach and 
serve as an adjudicator of fes-
tivals and competitions, and 
served as church organist for 
many years. Her students have 
pursued doctoral studies in 
piano, become college profes-
sors, private piano teachers, 
public school music teachers 
and significant leaders in the 
arts in America.

A memorial service was 
held on April 6 at the Parkway 
Village Chapel in Little Rock.

Queen

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) hosted Baptist Health College Little 
Rock’s annual 1921 Leadership Lecture Series April 12 at the ABSC building in Little 
Rock. The event commemorates the school’s founding year of 1921 and brings 
together alumni of the school and current students for a time of learning and fel-
lowship. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Baptist Association the past 16 
years, will be held from 2 to 
3:30 p.m., Sunday, May 7, at 
the associational office, 1325 
Heber Springs Road South, 
Heber Springs.

Follow the ABN! @ArkBaptNews 
on Twitter and facebook



www.arkansasbaptist.org 13   

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2017.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Call Barbara at 800-838-2272, ext.  5156

WBC approves budget, promotions
WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) will op-
erate on a $13.4 million bud-
get next year, following action 
April 7 by the college’s Board 
of Trustees. 

Additionally, the board also 
voted to advance the rank of 
two faculty members and gave 
its stamp of approval to the 
2017 graduating class.

The Board of Trustees, 
meeting in regular session on 
the Williams campus, gave 
their approval to WBC’s bud-
get for the 2017-18 school year. 
The $13.4 million spending 
plan reflects an increase of 
$1.3 million over the current 
year.

“We appreciate the Board 

of Trustees for approving a 
budget that continues the 
longstanding Williams tradi-
tion of good stewardship. This 
budget provides for 
continued academic 
excellence for our 
students, extends our 
ministry as an institu-
tion of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Conven-
tion, and also makes a 
notable economic im-
pact on our commu-
nity,” said Tom Jones, 
WBC president.

The board approved promo-
tions for two Williams faculty 
members.  

Robert Foster was given 
tenure and promoted to the 

rank of professor.  Foster, 
who teaches New Testament 
and Greek, will also become 
chair of the Christian minis-

tries depart-
ment this 
fall. Daniel 
S p i l l m a n , 
who chairs 
the WBC 
history de-
p a r t m e n t , 
was granted 
tenure and 
promoted to 

associate professor.
The board also expressed 

its appreciation for two long-
time faculty members who are 
leaving after this school year. 
Steve Corder, computer sci-

ence professor and chair of the 
professional studies division, is 
retiring after 23 years at WBC, 
and Ken Gore, professor of re-

ligion and chair of 
the Christian min-
istries department, 
is departing after 19 
years at Williams to 
teach at Dallas Bap-
tist University.

Trustees also voted 
to approve this year’s 
slate of graduates. 
Some 100 students 

are set to receive their diplo-
mas at WBC’s 2017 com-
mencement exercises. 

Williams is owned and op-
erated by the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

Foster Spillman

ABN scholarship  
applications open
LITTLE ROCK – The Ar-

kansas Baptist News (ABN) 
has established a scholar-
ship designed to encour-
age students to pursue a 
career in Christian com-
munications and journal-
ism.

Applicants should be 
students at Ouachita Bap-
tist University or Williams 
Baptist College, though 
students attending other 
colleges or universities in 
Arkansas who are mem-
bers of Southern Baptist 
churches may be eligible.

The ABN scholarship is 
administered through the 
Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion. Students may visit 
abf.org to apply.
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Time magazine cover prompts discussion of ‘Truth’
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP) 
– Time magazine shocked the 
American public on April, 8, 
1966, by publishing a simple 
cover with one red-letter ques-
tion on a black background: 
“Is God Dead?”

When Time reproduced its 
1966 cover design this April 
– now with the question, “Is 
Truth Dead?” – Southern Bap-
tist ministers and theologians 
reaffirmed their confidence in 
the eternal truth of the living 
God.

“Truth is not dead,” Owen 
Strachan, associate professor 
of Christian theology at Mid-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, said.

“Humanity has an unshak-
able thirst for truth. Truth is 
burned on our hearts and im-
bued on our brains. People are 
starving for truth today. They 
are living in the wreckage of a 
world that has willfully gouged 
out its eyes to truth.”

Death-of-God theology
That Time would follow 

up their talk of God’s death 
with talk of truth’s death is 
no surprise, Strachan added. 
“The two ‘deaths’ are directly 
related. If God is not with us, 
then we have no foundation 
for truth.”

The 1966 cover article, writ-
ten by Time religion editor 
John Elson, featured the radi-
cal “Death-of-God” theological 
movement of the 1960s.

Though relatively short-

lived and small, this move-
ment gained notoriety for its 
leaders, who championed the 
radical 19th-century philoso-
pher Friedrich Nietzsche’s slo-
gan, “God is dead,” to advance 
their own theological views. By 
talking of God’s death, they 
meant different things: Some 
meant that talk of God was 
simply illogical and meaning-
less; others that, since modern 
people couldn’t accept the 
traditional view of the Chris-
tian God, the church ought 
to abandon talk of Him alto-
gether; and others that God 
had utterly abandoned His 
divine nature forever when He 
became incarnate as the fully 
human – and merely human – 
Jesus of Nazareth.

Church historian Miles 
Mullin says Christians 
shouldn’t be shocked that 
the 1960s produced such a 
radical theological movement. 
After all, that decade wasn’t 
called the “radical ‘60s” for  
no reason.

“Radical changes were tak-
ing place internationally as 
the world entered the post-
colonial era; radical changes 
were taking place legally in the 
United States as Civil Rights 
leaders aggressively and public-
ly asserted that African Ameri-
cans should be treated as full 
citizens, and radical changes 
were taking place culturally in 
America as social mores from 
the past were challenged and 
overturned,” Mullin, vice pres-

ident for academic administra-
tion and professor of religious 
history at Hannibal-LaGrange 
University, said. “In this con-
text, is it any surprise that radi-
cal theology emerged as well? 
Or that Time found the radical 
‘Death-of-God’ theologians so 
intriguing? Or that they would 
print such a radical cover?”

Nevertheless, for many 
Americans at the time, the 
1966 Time article did come as 
a surprise, evidenced by the 
3,421 letters the magazine’s 
editors received from readers.

“People were alarmed. They 
were shocked,” David Baker, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Belton, Mo., told The Pathway. 
“I remember it. I was 16 years 
old when it came out. I re-
member my pastor addressing 
it the Sunday after it came out.

“It was a different time. 
People had not been exposed 
to that kind of thinking. 
There were a lot of folks that 
were shocked that anybody 
would make that statement, 
particularly that a major maga-
zine would put it out on the 
shelves.”

For Baker, however, it is 
only natural that, little more 
than 50 years later, Time is 
publishing a cover design that 
questions the existence of 
truth. After having questioned 
the existence of God, Time and 
many people in American so-
ciety have removed the only 
foundation for absolute truth.

Skepticism about God’s 
existence enabled the 
growth of postmodern-
ism in the 20th-century 
– that is, the philo-
sophical movement 
that teaches there is no 
ultimate truth, no grand 
narrative to explain the 
meaning of life for ev-
eryone.

“People now speak, 
even in conservative 
circles, of exclusively 
personalized truth: ‘My 
truth.’ ‘Your truth,’” 
Strachan said about this 
relativistic tendency 
within society. “Truth 
today is no different 
than an item on a fast-
food menu; you can 
take it or leave it.”

Faith&Culture
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

What follows the death of 
truth?

Time’s 1966 article about 
God’s alleged death ultimately 
pronounced the death of truth 
in much of society, according 
to John Greever, an adjunct 
theology professor at Missouri 
Baptist University and pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Fenton, Mo. Time’s more re-
cent cover, questioning the 
existence of truth, is actually 
behind the times, he added, 
since some experts have actu-
ally pronounced the death of 
postmodern skepticism about 
truth.

“Postmodern thought is 
philosophically bankrupt,” 
Greever said. “There is no way 
that you can logically, consis-
tently and compellingly argue 
that there is no truth in any 
truthful way.”

But what, Greever asked, 
comes in the wake of postmod-
ernism’s death? His answer 
was not heartening.

“What comes after the deg-
radation of absolute and ob-
jective truth is tyranny and op-
pressive thought. ... That’s why 
we have protests. That’s why 
we have shouting matches. 
It’s no longer about what any-
one’s viewpoint or perception 
or perspective is, but about 
whether or not they conform 
to the common narrative.”

Such oppression was on 
display, for example, when the 
state of Washington sued Bar-
ronelle Stutzman, a Southern 
Baptist flower shop owner, 
after she refused – because of 
her biblical convictions – to 
design floral arrangements 
in 2013 for a same-sex wed-
ding. Such oppression was 
on display when Springfield’s 

CNN screenshot

Missouri State University in 
2014 expelled Andrew Cash, a 
Christian counseling student, 
simply for saying that he could 
not in good conscience coun-
sel same-sex couples; he would 
instead refer them to a coun-
selor who shared their beliefs 
about marriage and human 
sexuality.

Such oppression was on dis-
play when last year, the NCAA 
began threatening the state of 
North Carolina with econom-
ic retaliation if they refused to 
repeal a law mandating that 
people could use only the re-
stroom corresponding to their 
biological sex. In March, state 
legislators repealed the law. 

As a matter of fact, by ques-
tioning the existence of truth 
this month, Time isn’t really 
trying to promote a postmod-
ern, relativistic view of truth, 
according to J. Alan Branch, 
professor of Christian eth-
ics at Midwestern Seminary. 
Indeed, this month’s cover 
article in Time apparently has 
very little to do with a philo-
sophical discussion of truth’s 
existence. Rather, the article 
questions the honesty of U.S. 
President Donald Trump – a 
man little esteemed by the left-
wing media.

“What Time magazine really 
means by ‘Is Truth Dead?’ is 
that they want abortion on de-
mand, legalized euthanasia, le-
galized pot, and abandonment 
of sexual restraint,” Branch 
said. In other words, he ac-
knowledged, they’re simply 
promoting their own brand of 
truth – a “truth” based on a 
liberal, progressive ideology.

Article originally published in 

The Pathway, the newsjournal of 

the Missouri Baptist Convention.
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Doug Hibbard
East End

Twenty dollars. That is, if you have 
serving plates already and expect fewer 
than 500 people. 

Twenty dollars. Some of it spent at 
LifeWay, some spent at your local gro-
cery store in the juice aisle. 

Twenty dollars, 
once-a-quarter, and 
you and your church 
family can observe 
the Lord’s Supper.

It’s a great deal. 
After all, one of the 
marks of a church 
is to participate in 
the ordinances, and since 
thousands of our South-
ern Baptist churches par-
ticipate in baptism less 
than once a year, at least 
we can do this one on 
schedule. Besides, that is 
how we have always done 
it – once-a-quarter, tucked 
away at the end of a ser-
vice.

Let us consider the 
practice of the Lord’s 
Supper. It was drawn from the Pass-
over, a celebration and reminder of 
God and His grace. It was more than 
a small piece of bread and a tiny cup. 
Instead, it was the celebration of the 
community of faith. Rather than bread 
and wine as travel provisions that the 

people will need, Jesus moves the 
bread and the cup to requirements for  
salvation. 

This is done, not in a mystical 
sense, where whoever eats and drinks 
is saved, but rather in the sense that 

whoever calls 
upon the name of 
the Lord is saved 
(Rom. 10:13). The 
bread, something 
so common and 
ordinary, reminds 
us of His flesh, 
His incarnation, 

where the fullness of God 
became unified with the 
common, ordinary body 
of man. The cup, the re-
freshment of a drink in a 
dry land, points to the re-
moval of our sins by His 
blood, of the new cov-
enant for all who could 
not keep the old one.

Twenty dollars? Once-
a-quarter? Perhaps we 
should rethink what it 

means to count the cost of this ordi-
nance and be reminded of the precious 
Lord who died for our salvation. And 
in doing so, we may recover our passion 
to bring others through the waters of 
baptism, to the kingdom of God, and 
to the table with us.

sitates investing time in prayer and ac-
tive involvement with a local church 
body. This involvement with other 
believers should be characterized by a 
fervent love for brothers and sisters in 
Christ, a quickness to forgive offenses 

and a generous 
hospitality toward 
each other. Being a 
“churchless Chris-
tian” is simply not 
an option.  

As the Lord has 
gifted each believ-

er, each believer is to be 
a sound steward of that 
grace by liberally using 
those gifts to serve others. 
Those who preach are to 
take that charge extreme-
ly seriously, doing so “as 
one who is speaking the 
utterances of God” (1 
Pet. 4:11, NASB). This 
can only be accomplished 
when a pastor or teacher 
remains true to the Bible.

This passage concludes with the 
reminder that all who serve in the 
church are to serve in the strength of 
the Lord, remembering that the goal 
of Christian service is not recognition, 
influence or admiration. The goal of 
such service is to bring glory to God, 
not self.

“Do I have the strength?” is the ques-
tion this week. We visit the Garden of 
Gethsemane with Jesus and the apostles 
on the night before the crucifixion and 
are reminded, again, of Jesus’ prayer and 
the disciples’ nap.

A side lesson 
to be learned 
here is a simple 
one: we will not 
have the strength 
to obey God fully 
if we do not heed 
His command-
ment to take time 
to rest. (Psalm 127:2 is 
instructive here, along-
side Exodus 20 and 
Genesis 2.) While lazi-
ness is not becoming of 
the child of God, fre-
netic exhaustion does 
not enable us to serve 
Him better.

From there, let us 
return to the meat of 
the lesson. A first focus 
is on prayer. Few of us 
would be harmed by paying more atten-
tion to prayer. Why? In prayer, we are 
pouring out to our heavenly Father that 
we need Him – not that He needs us, or 
that He needs us to keep Him informed. 
But we are simply admitting our need.

The next aspect, though, is obedi-
ence. Many times our prayers seem (and 

perhaps are) ineffective because they 
lack the one thing Jesus’ prayer in the 
Garden had: obedience. He prayed 
and committed Himself to do what 
was necessary, even if it was something  

difficult. In His 
case, it was the 
cross and the 
weight of the sins 
of the world.

In our case, it 
will never be that 
hard. Even if cru-
cifixion returns 
as a punishment, 

believers would go to 
their own cross with-
out the weight of sin 
because Jesus paid it 
all for our sins. Yet, we 
pray without any true 
intention to obey, to 
put the force of effort 
behind what we seek 
from God. 

For example, when 
you pray for your lost 
neighbors, can you re-

call the last time you shared the gospel 
with them? Can you pray for them by 
name?

As you pray for your church, do you 
serve? Or, do you wait for others? Let 
obedience rise with your prayers, and 
you will find strength from the Father 
above.

In recent years, mobile phone manu-
facturers have advanced the technology 
significantly. Twenty years ago, mobile 
phones were only used to make phone 
calls. Today, they are used to make 
phone calls, send text messages, make 
videos, listen to 
music, play games, 
illuminate dark 
rooms, navigate 
road trips, post on 
social media, per-
form online bank-
ing, and for many, 
many other things. 

When a phone manu-
facturer releases the new-
est model, the release is 
often surrounded by hype 
and fanfare. Phones are 
designed to fulfill a pur-
pose, and they reflect the 
creativity and capability 
of the phone maker. Like 
any product, they function 
best when used according 
to their design.     

Far more important than a phone, 
the home also has a purpose and a Cre-
ator. Like a phone, the home has a de-
sign and functions best when it is run 
according to the intent of the Creator. 
A well-ordered home reflects the Lord 
who designed it. A dysfunctional home 
mars the reflection of the Creator and 
instead displays the fallenness of its 

members.   
Scripture clearly sets out the design 

of the home and defines the roles and 
responsibilities of the family members. 
Husbands and wives live in a covenant 
relationship. Husbands are to lovingly 

lead, imitating 
Christ’s self less 
leadership of His 
church. Wives are 
to supportively fol-
low the leadership 
of their husbands, 
just as the church 

obediently follows Christ. 
The husband and wife 
then work together to 
raise their children, who 
are to honor their par-
ents, in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 
When this design is fol-
lowed, families flourish 
under the blessing of God 
and fulfill their intended 
purpose.

Sadly, sin has corrupt-
ed the family. The design of the family 
is often ignored and decried as anti-
quated and chauvinistic. The abandon-
ment of God’s plan leads to all manner 
of relational and family malfunction. 
When God’s plan is followed, families 
flourish. When it is not, families strug-
gle. Christian homes should reflect the 
glory of the Lord.

Daniel Johnson
Dover

How do we remember?
MATTHEW 26:17-30

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Doug Hibbard
East End

Edgar Whisenant predicted 1988. 
Harold Camping predicted 2011. The 
“blood moons” allegedly signified 
something significant in 2015. Church 
history is littered with ill-fated attempts 
to predict the events surrounding 
Christ’s return, 
often including the 
return itself. These 
predictions use 
proof texts and ig-
nore context, favor 
current events over 
thorough exegesis, 
and offer sensationalism 
at the expense of sound 
teaching. 

In 1 Peter 4:7 (NASB), 
Peter wrote that because 
“the end of all things is 
near,” believers should be 
“of sound judgment and 
sober spirit for the purpose 
of prayer.” This is quite dif-
ferent than wasting time 
making poorly founded 
eschatological predictions.

Christians will never know the date 
of Christ’s return until it happens; 
however, believers are not to treat it 
like a far-off event that is irrelevant to 
current daily life. They must live with 
the anticipation that His return is near. 

Peter wrote that living in anticipa-
tion of Jesus’ imminent return neces-

Life in the church
1 PETER 4:7-11

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Do I have the strength?
MATTHEW 26:36-46

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Life at home
EPHESIANS 5:22-28; 6:1-3

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
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Daniel Johnson
Dover
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‘Bible Answer Man’ embraces Eastern Orthodoxy
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
“Bible Answer Man” Hank 
Hanegraaff has answered 
evangelicals’ questions about 
Scripture and Christianity for 
nearly three decades in his na-
tionally syndicated broadcast, 
but his recent decision to join 
the Orthodox church has left 
some Southern Baptists with 
more questions than answers.

Among those assessing 
Hanegraaff’s decision are 
leaders of the Bott Radio Net-
work (BRN), 
which has 
broadcast the 
“Bible Answer 
Man” since 
the 1980s – 
in fact, since 
before Hane-
graaff joined 
the show in 
1989.

“We want 
to make sure that our listen-
ers know that the program-
ming that we have on Bott 
Radio Network is thoroughly 
biblical,” said BRN President 
Richard P. Bott II, a member 
of Lenexa Baptist Church in 
Lenexa, Kan.

In a weekend email an-
nouncement, Bott said that be-
ginning April 17 BRN would 
be removing the Bible Answer 
Man from its programming to 
accommodate a new late-after-
noon lineup, featuring pastor 
Jack Graham of Prestonwood 
Baptist Church in Plano, 
Texas; David Barton, founder 
of Wallbuilders; pastor Chip 
Ingram of Venture Christian 
Church in Los Gatos, Calif.; 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Committee 
chairman Stephen Rummage, 
pastor of Bell Shoals Baptist 
Church in Brandon, Fla.; 
and pastor Charles Stanley 
of First Baptist Church in  
Atlanta.

“We live in strategic times,” 
Bott said, adding that BRN is 
excited to offer a new lineup 
that he hopes will ultimately 
foster revival in this nation. 
BRN is striving to provide 
solid, biblical programs to en-
courage and challenge listen-
ers, he said.

Hanegraaff, 67, and his wife 
Kathy became members of St. 
Niktarios Greek Orthodox 
Church in Charlotte, N.C., 
April 9. They had attended 
services at the church for more 
than two years.

The following day, he con-

firmed online reports about 
his conversion to Orthodoxy 
during his radio broadcast, 
while also claiming that his 
teachings remain unchanged 
and faithful to Scripture.

“I am as deeply committed 
to championing ‘mere Chris-
tianity’ and the essentials of 
the historic Christian faith as 
I have ever been,” Hanegraaff 
said during his April 10 broad-
cast.

“People are posting this 
notion that 
somehow or 
other I’ve 
walked away 
f rom the 
faith and am 
no longer a 
C h r i s t i a n , ” 
he added dur-
ing his April 
11 broadcast. 
“Look, my 

views have been codified in 20 
books, and my views have not 
changed.”

Despite his claims, news of 
Hanegraaff’s conversion “has 
raised a number of eyebrows, 
concerns and questions in 
the evangelical world,” said 
R. Philip Roberts, director for 
international theological edu-
cation with the Global Minis-
tries Foundation in Tennessee, 
who also teaches adjunctively 
at Truett-McConnell College 
in Georgia.

“Of course, the roots of 
Eastern Orthodox theology go 
back centuries – even to the 
ancient creeds, councils and 
church theologians,” Roberts 
said. “The problem is what has 
happened since then in terms 
of revisions and interpreta-
tions in Eastern Orthodox 
thinking by eastern mystical 
thinkers” involving “the bibli-
cal doctrines of God, Adam, 
humankind, sin and salva-
tion.”

Orthodox Christians, nev-
ertheless, have made much of 
their aura of antiquity.

For example, after thou-
sands of evangelicals followed 
Campus Crusade staff mem-
ber Peter Gillquist into Ortho-
doxy in the 1970s and ‘80s, 
Metropolitan Philip Saliba – 
then head of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdio-
cese of North America – called 
Americans to “come home to 
the faith of Peter and Paul.”

Likewise, after news of 
Hanegraaff’s conversion, New 

York Times best-selling author 

Rod Dreher of “The Benedict 
Option” – himself a convert 
to Orthodoxy from Roman 
Catholicism – congratulated 
him with these words: “What 
astounding news! Many evan-
gelicals seek the early church; 
well, here it is, in Orthodoxy.”

Roberts and others doubt 
Orthodoxy’s claim to be the 
“early church” and to repre-
sent “the faith of Peter and 
Paul.”

“The problem is that Or-
thodoxy is, in most senses, 
not ancient enough. It is not 
based on sola Scriptura – the 
Bible alone,” Roberts said. In 
reality, while Orthodoxy has 
roots in the ancient church, 
its particular ceremonies and 
theology developed gradually 
throughout the centuries. In 
1054 A.D., a long history of 
linguistic, cultural, political 
and theological differences led 
to the “Great Schism” between 
Western, Latin-speaking Chris-
tianity – which would develop 
into the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant traditions – and 
Eastern Orthodoxy.

Roberts and Paul Negrut, 
president of Emanuel Baptist 
University and Seminary in 
Oradea, Romania, point out 
that Orthodoxy isn’t actually a 
uniform brand of Christianity.

“The Orthodox world is 
not monolithic, and one can-
not become Orthodox in 
general,” Negrut wrote in a 
1998 article in the Christian 

Research Journal, a publication 
of Hanegraaff’s own Christian 
Research Institute. The one 
Orthodox church is actually 
several autonomous, though 
related, branches of Christian-
ity: for example, Greek Ortho-
dox, Russian Orthodox, Syri-
an Orthodox and what Negrut 
called the “Orthodox diaspo-
ra” – those Orthodox churches 
in Western Europe, the Ameri-
cas, Africa, Japan, China and 
Australia. Moreover, within 
these branches of Orthodoxy, 
there exist theological and cul-
tural divisions – thus breaking 
up the “romanticized, ideal-
ized [Orthodox] church” of 
western imagination, Negrut 
wrote.

According to Negrut, Or-
thodox theologians also sug-
gest that church tradition 
– that is, decisions of church 
councils and the teachings of 
the Church Fathers – stands 
alongside Scripture as a reli-
gious authority. In Orthodoxy, 

tradition completes Scripture 
and vice versa, Negrut wrote.

Nevertheless, Hanegraaff 
told listeners that he believes 
in the supremacy of Scripture 
during the same radio broad-
cast, April 10, in which he 
confirmed his conversion to 
Orthodoxy.

“In terms of sola Scriptura, 
I’ve always been committed 
to the Bible as the infallible 
guide for faith and practice,” 
Hanegraaff said. “I think that’s 
what it means. It means that 
the Bible is infallible.

It was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit.”

Yet, he added, Christians 
“also have church history. And 
church history is very, very im-
portant because the practices 
of the early Christian church 
have been passed down to 
us…. Men are not infallible. It 

is only Scripture that ultimate-
ly is infallible. But we have a 
guide, an oral tradition that we 
are blessed to be able to follow 
as well.”

According to Roberts, 
Hanegraaff likely has accepted 
a Western version of Ortho-
doxy, interpreted through an 
evangelical lens. Whatever 
Hanegraaff’s understanding 
of Orthodoxy, Roberts said he 
can’t understand how Hane-
graaff can endorse a branch 
of Christianity that currently 
teaches unbiblical doctrines 
and ceremonies, while in 
some places also persecuting 
evangelicals in Russia and else-
where in Eastern Europe as 
well as the Mideast.

This, Roberts added, is a 
question that only the “Bible 
Answer Man” himself can an-
swer.Hanegraaff

Pierce’s ‘Enough’ in 
theaters April 25
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Christian comedian Chonda 
Pierce likes to borrow a line 
from Lucille Ball, who pro-
claimed “I’m not funny; I’m 
brave.” Pierce considers her-
self brave enough to share the 
savory and unsavory aspects of 
her life in humor that heals 
the heart.

The touring com-
edy artist continues 
her transparency 
during the one-night-
only documentary 
“Enough” on April 
25 in 850 theaters in 
the U.S.

“We are still in a 
culture where thou-
sands of women are trying to 
identify themselves with some-
thing, either to have a man, or 
to get the job they want, to be 
the size that culture is telling 
them they have to be,” Pierce 
said. “So women are bombard-
ed with this thought that I am 
not enough. I am less than.”

Pierce has only turned the 
corner in the last few months 
herself, she said, on her jour-
ney to thrive after the 2014 
death of her husband David, 
who battled alcohol addiction 
during their 31-year marriage 
and died during surgery to 
treat a stroke.

You realize “that you’re 
breathing again and laughing 
again,” she said two weeks be-
fore the film’s release. “You 
just have to walk the road. 
There’s no easy way around 
it,” said Pierce, who has suf-
fered abuse, depression, rejec-
tion and loss in her journey of 

57 years.
Pierce hopes the 

90-minute film will 
help women see they 
are enough to live the 
life God has for them.

Pierce, who has 
toured successfully 
for nearly 20 years 
of her 25-year career, 
finds it hard to believe 

that she was named in 2013 by 
the Recording Industry Asso-
ciation of America as the top-
selling female comedian in his-
tory, including Christian and 
secular artists.

“We comedians, if we do 
our jobs well, we make it look 
like it’s so easy that anybody 
could do it,” she said. “But the 
truth of the matter is, it can 
sometimes be a difficult task. 
Clean comics and Christian 
comics, we don’t run to the 
well of bad words to shock our 
audience.

For more information visit 
chondamovie.com.

Pierce

BONUS CONTENT



Subscribe your church family today at 
arkansasbaptist.org/church-subscriptions 

or call Barbara Vick, circulation coordinator,  
at 800-838-2272, ext. 5156

“Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901”

No Fake News
Rather, The Good News


