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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) – 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary President R. Albert 
Mohler Jr. has been nominat-
ed to serve as Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) president.  

H.B. Charles, senior pastor 
of Shiloh Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., 
announced his intention to 
nominate Mohler via Twitter.

“I’m delighted to announce 
my prayerful intention to 
nominate @albertmohler as 
our next SBC president when 
we gather together in Orlando 
in June 2020 for our annual 
meeting,” said Charles.

“I am honored by the an-
nouncement 
by Pastor H. B. 
Charles, and 
I will accept 
nomina t ion 
as president 
of the South-
ern Baptist 
Convent ion 
in  June ,” 
Mohler said. 
“All my life, I 
have sought 
to serve when-
ever asked by 
my denomi-
nation, and I would hope, if 
elected, to serve in a way that 
would unite Southern Bap-
tists, strengthen our work to-
gether, add energy to our evan-
gelism, and keep our hearts set 
on taking the [G]ospel to the 
nations.”

If elected, Mohler would be 
the first SBC entity head to 
serve as SBC president since 
then-Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary Presi-
dent Paige Patterson served 
from 1999-2000.

See TOGETHER page 6

Bartholomew Baptist Association bought a school bus, and its churches worked 
together to convert it into the Gospel Bus for use in various ministry events.

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

WARREN – “The past 15 
months have been an amaz-
ing journey that has been 
nothing short of exciting,” 
said Jeff Hessinger, associa-
tional missionary for Bar-
tholomew Baptist Associa-
tion (BBA) in southeast Ar-
kansas.

The journey for Hessinger 
and his wife, Errin, started 
when they relocated from 
Orlando, Fla., to Arkansas 
in July 2018 to serve as the 
new associational mission-
ary and ministry assistant 
for BBA.

“ S e v e r a l 
months before 
our Arkansas 
transition, we 
got down on 
our knees as 
we have done 
in the past 
and earnestly 
prayed,” said 
Hessinger. “We 
reminded the 
Lord that He 
has the deed 
to our lives and 
that we would 
serve Him in 
any way and 
anywhere.”

The Hess-
ingers hoped to 
find a rental house once they 
arrived, but lived in the asso-
ciational office and used the 
disaster relief shower trailer 
for the first seven months 
they were in the state.

“Boy, November and 

December were chilly in the 
shower unit for a Florida fam-
ily,” Hessinger said with a 
smile.

The Hessingers felt God 
calling them to revitalize the 
BBA.

“Like so many other Bap-
tist associations, the BBA 
needed radical change on how 
we operated and a fresh wind 
of God to blow upon us as a 
network of 25 churches,” said 
Hessinger. “There was tremen-
dous disunity; income was at 
an all-time low; little or no as-
sociational ministry was hap-
pening and ministry priorities 
were split between the two 
counties.

“The best way to describe 
the association is that it was 
rusted and busted,” said Hess-
inger.

To start, BBA sold its office 
building, and the Hessingers 
worked out of their home. The 

Hessingers decided to func-
tion as missionaries rather 
than office personnel.

“We average 3,000 miles 
a month doing work in the 
BBA,” said Hessinger. “And 
after completing our first year 

of ministry, I can 
say we have experi-
enced God’s favor 
on our labor. As 
I was expecting, 
we were going to 
a group of pas-
tors and minis-
try leaders who 
were hungry to 
see God restore 
broken relation-
ships, strengthen 
churches and get 
back to doing 
healthy kingdom 
work.

“As the mis-
sional leader, I 
knew we had to 
have something 

special bring us together – a 
project to unite us,” he said. 

In November 2018, BBA 
bought a 45-foot yellow school 
bus. Hessinger said numer-
ous pastors in the association 
worked for hours to trans-

BBA, churches are 
‘better together’

Mohler to be 
nominated for 
SBC president

form the “old, yellow cheese 
wagon” into what he calls 
the “Gospel Bus.” The new 
bus is painted bright purple 
with a lime green stripe and 
white lettering.

“It’s a Jesus party on 
wheels!” said Hessinger.

The Gospel Bus is filled 
with inflatables, generators, 
a sound system, yard games, 
Bibles, tables and chairs, 
and it trailers a huge grill. 

“All the funds to create 
this massive purple minis-
try resource were donated 
by individuals and churches 
who caught the vision of 
getting outside the walls of 
our churches and taking 
the gospel to our communi-
ties,” said Hessinger. “No 
Bartholomew Baptist Asso-
ciation budgeted money was 
spent.

“We made evangelism 
fun again!” he said.

Every church in the BBA 
hosted the Gospel Bus for 
an event.

“All summer, we held 
one-day Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) events and 

Charles

Jeff and Errin Hessinger moved to southeast Arkansas in 2018 to minister 
through Bartholomew Baptist Association.

Mohler

Baptisms up 40 percent:
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Record $5.1M missions  
offering at Georgia church

MARIETTA, Ga. (BP) 
– Johnson Ferry Baptist 
Church, Marietta, Ga., re-
ceived a record $5.1 million 
in a single day for Great 
Commission causes Nov. 
3, collected to honor out-
going senior pastor Bryant 
Wright and his wife Anne 
for 38 years of service.

“I am speechless,” Clay 
Smith, Johnson Ferry’s in-
coming senior pastor, said 
of the $5,104,848.09 of-
fering. “I’m a younger pas-
tor, and we are new to the 
church. We have never par-
ticipated in anything quite 
like this.”

The church voted Aug. 
4 to call Smith to succeed 
Wright, who is the found-
ing pastor of the nearly 
40-year-old church in an 
Atlanta suburb. Smith 
preached his first sermon 
Sept. 1 as incoming senior 
pastor.

“This is giving with very 
little strings attached,” 
Smith said. “It isn’t tied to 
a building campaign or a 
specific capital project. It is 
giving as an act of worship 
to reach people around the 
world with the gospel.”

With the tagline, “Make 
History. Reach the World,” 
the church set a goal of $3 
million, which would have 
been the largest one-day 
offering in Johnson Ferry 
history. Actual receipts ex-
ceeded the $3 million goal 
by more than 70 percent.

Johnson Ferry’s leader-
ship decided to give two-
thirds of the offering to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering for international mis-
sions and the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for 
missions in North America. 
Of that two-thirds, 80 per-
cent – more than $2.72 
million – will go to Lottie 
Moon; 20 percent – more 
than $680,000 – will go to 
Annie Armstrong. The re-
maining one-third, nearly 
$1.7 million, will be given 
to local and community 
mission efforts through the 
church.

Camp Siloam meets for strategic planning
SILOAM SPRINGS – Mem-
bers of the Camp Siloam staff 
and key constituent groups 
met Oct. 11 to discuss the fu-
ture of the camp and to discuss 
guiding strategies for the next 
five years.

In all, 12 Camp Siloam 
staffers were joined by “17 peo-
ple representing constituent 
groups who love Jesus’ minis-
try,” said Jason Wilkie, execu-
tive director of Camp Siloam.

“The reason for the gather-
ing (was that) Camp Siloam’s 
20-year master plan will soon 
complete its first five-year 
phase. Starting in 2020, Camp 
Siloam will be working on the 
next five-year phase of the mas-
ter plan,” said Wilkie. 

“In order to move on with 
the next phase, camp leader-
ship needed to look at the pro-
grams and projects that did 
not get implemented in the 
first five years, the program 
and projects that were slated 
for 2020-25 and new opportu-
nities that had arisen.”

Wilkie said it was important 
how priorities for the projects 
were determined.

“The challenge we faced 
was taking 61 project ideas and 
narrowing it down to 15 proj-
ects that would most benefit 
the ministry.  We wanted to 
put first what our guests and 
stakeholders felt was most im-
portant.”

In organizing the meet-
ing, Wilkie said board mem-
bers, former staff, former 
campers, parents, youth pas-
tors, children’s pastors, as-
sociational missionaries and  
community leaders were invit-
ed to participate in the meet-
ing. 

Camp Siloam staff present-
ed an internal profile of the 
camp and then asked staff and 
guests to discuss and prioritize 
the 61 projects.

“The ‘why’ behind this 
gathering is very challenging 
to me from a leadership stand-
point,” said Collin Marsden, 
Next Generation pastor at 
First Baptist Church, Prairie 
Grove.  

Marsden added, “The staff 
at Camp Siloam didn’t need 
us here. They could make 
these decisions. They know the 

needs of the camp and have 
the big picture, the vision. Yet, 
by bringing us here, it is going 
above and beyond showing 
how the staff at Camp Siloam 
value other perspectives for 
sake of unity and buy-in.”

Elizabeth Bryant, a former 
Camp Siloam Servant-Core 
Leadership camper, said the 
meeting was “eye-opening.”

“I know what it takes to 
keep the dining hall running. 
But I had no idea how much is 
involved in maintenance,” she 
said. Servant-Core campers do 
the dishes each week during 
summer camp as part of Camp 
Siloam’s leadership program.

Summer Wright, guest ex-
perience director at Camp 
Siloam, added, “It surprised 
me that some of the summer 
staff said renovation of sum-
mer staff housing was not a 
priority. They said they would 
rather the funds go to improve 
something that would benefit 
the campers.”

Bryant said the discussion 
around the priorities was chal-
lenging. 

“You might not want to 

rank bunkhouses ahead of a 
two-acre lake, but new bunk-
houses would make things run 
so much better,” said Bryant. 
“When you see how the dining 
hall turned out, it’s exciting to 
imagine how the other facili-
ties might turn out.”

Karen White of Russellville, 
a Camp Siloam trustee, said, 
“What has been beneficial for 
me has been internal knowl-
edge of the condition of the 
buildings and what we’re fac-
ing.”

Wilkie said Camp Siloam 
leadership would take the 
projects and the action items 
that came out of the planning 
session and “perform a gap 
analysis on the projects and 
set them into a timetable at a 
retreat in two weeks.” 

The final list of projects will 
be placed into the next five-
year phase of the master plan 
and presented to the Board of 
Trustees at their meeting in 
March, he said.

Dave Deitzer, founder and 
managing partner of Deitzer 
Consulting, Scranton, Penn., 
served as group facilitator.

Brazeal puts zeal in Ouachita football
Bill Sorrell
Special to the ABN

ARKADELPHIA – Brayden 
Brazeal has put the zeal in 
Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU) football.

Through October, the soph-
omore quarterback has helped 
lead the Tigers to a No. 5 rank-
ing in the NCAA Division II. 

On Saturday, Nov. 16, the 
Tigers ended the regular sea-
son 11-0 by beating Henderson 
State University 24-21 in the 
annual Battle of the Revine 
rivalry.

“He established himself 
early and had a phenomenal 
year as a redshirt freshman,” 
said Todd Knight, OBU head 
coach, whose team advanced 
to the quarterfinals of the DII 
playoffs for the second year in 
a row.

Brazeal, from England, was 
Freshman of the Year in the 
Great American Conference 
in 2018. He completed 118 of 
192 passes for 1,411 yards and 
14 touchdowns. He rushed for 
539 yards and six touchdowns.  

Through October of this 
year, Brazeal has led in com-

pletion percentage (.764) while 
making 126 of 165 passes. His 
quarterback rating was 173.62 
as he passed for 1,506 yards 
and 11 touchdowns with no 
interceptions. He has rushed 
for 251 yards and one touch-
down. He holds a 150.6-yard-
per-game passing average and 
25.1 rushing average.

“He is not a 4.5 guy; he runs 
the 40 in 4.67,” said Knight. 
“But he runs well, makes great 
decisions, great passes and 
is really strong. He has good 
feet, good eyes. He is mentally 
tough.”

Since Brazeal entered OBU, 
he has learned that he is more 
of a leader than he thought.

“I knew people were going 
to look up to me,” said Brazeal. 
“The Lord has shown me time 
and time again He has put 
me here in this position for a 
reason. He wants me to guide 
people to Him.”

OBU tight end Hunter 
Swoboda said that Brazeal is a 
natural leader.

“Brayden gets along well 
with everyone. His leader-
ship and charisma keep every-
body upbeat and enthused. 

He knows how to encour-
age us and has done that re-
ally well,” said Swoboda. “He 
makes sure to respond like  
Jesus would.” 

Growing up, Brazeal’s fa-
ther told him and his brother 
to put God first in everything 
they do, then family, academ-
ics, sports. Brazeal now ap-
plies the Lord to everything he 
does.

“I have gone off that 
through the years,” said 
Brazeal, who has heard 
Knight, a deacon at First Bap-
tist Church, Arkadelphia, say, 
“If God is first, everything else 
will fall in place.” 

“Knowing that God is with 
me through everything helps 
me keep a good attitude in 
anything,” Brazeal said.

Because of the way Brazeal 
lives his life, there “is not a 
question that he is a young 
man of faith,” according to 
Knight, whose goal is to plant 
spiritual seeds and see players 
become Christians and “be the 
total man.”

“I’ve never heard him 
say one foul word, not that 
that makes you perfect. I’ve 

never heard a negative com-
ment about teammates. I’ve 
never seen him point a fin-
ger. He prays every day after  
practice,” said Knight.

Brazeal became a Christian 
at a youth camp in Hot Springs 
when he was 13.

“That was the real mo-
ment I gave my life to Christ,” 
Brazeal said. “That’s where I 

Brazeal in uniform. OBU photo

See ZEAL page 8
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Crist admits to ‘sexual sin,’ 
cancels tour, seeks recovery

LILBURN, Ga. (BP) – 
Christian stand-up comedi-
an John Crist has confessed 
to “sexual sin and addic-
tion struggles,” canceling 
the remainder of his 2019 
tour after several women 
accused him of sexting, 
harassment and manipula-
tion.

“My behavior has been 
destructive and sinful. I’ve 
sinned against God, against 
women and the people 
who I love 
the most. 
I have vio-
lated my 
own Chris-
tian beliefs, 
convictions 
and values, 
and have 
hurt many people in the 
process,” he said. Crist ex-
pressed sorrow and said he 
is seeking forgiveness from 
those he has harmed. “I 
have also hurt the name of 
Jesus and have sought His 
forgiveness.”

Crist is accused of ex-
ploiting his “Christian 
reputation and platform 
to harass, manipulate and 
exploit young women over 
the last seven years,” Cha-
risma News reported.

For his sin and addic-
tion, Crist has sought pro-
fessional counseling and 
treatment, he said, and ac-
cepts full responsibility for 
his actions.

“I’m committed to get-
ting healing and freedom 
from my sin and have de-
cided to cancel my remain-
ing tour dates this year and 
to postpone all future com-
mitments in order to de-
vote all my time and energy 
on getting healthy spiritu-
ally, mentally and physi-
cally,” he told Charisma. 
“My entire career has been 
lived out on stage, and even 
though I’ve shared many 
of my life struggles with 
my audiences, I’ve lived in 
constant fear of the dark-
est parts of my life being 
exposed publicly.”

Crist

‘Fishers of Men’ revamps ministry to expand reach
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

BALD KNOB – When Jesus 
told Peter and Andrew in 
Matthew 4:19 that He would 
make them “fishers of men,” 
He knew that 2,000 years later 
an Arkansas ministry would 
be named in the spirit of His 
words.

Twelve years ago Jamie 
McAnelly, a recent convert at 
the time, wanted to create an 
environment where brothers 
in Christ could come together 
to fellowship, fish and share 
meals.

During that first fishing 
trip on the Norfolk River in 
2007, McAnelly set aside time 
for worship and preaching of 
the Word. By the end of the 
weekend, one of the men at-
tending the trip gave his life 
to Christ, and McAnelly rec-
ognized that what began as a 
fun outing among friends had 
become something more – a 
memorable time of fellowship 
with the potential of being an 
incredible tool for outreach 
and spiritual growth.

While Fishers of Men had 
impacted many lives in its 
more than a decade of ex-
istence, the time and effort 
necessary to plan, lead and 
host the event each year began 
wearing on McAnelly and the 
numerous volunteers who 
helped make it possible each 
year.

McAnelly, who works full-
time as a construction worksite 
superintendent in addition 
to serving as youth pastor at 
Central Baptist Church, Bald 
Knob, said that in 2018, due 
to various circumstances, in-
cluding other existing ministry 
obligations, he and the orga-
nizers of the annual Fishers of 
Men trip had all but decided 
to make that year’s trip the last 
one.

“We went ahead and put the 
trip together,” said McAnelly. 
“We went, and there was such 
a presence of the Spirit of God 
there. … We (McAnelly and 
Dennis Pearrow, senior pastor 
of New Beginnings Commu-
nity Church, Bald Knob) both 
realized, ‘Who are we to say 
that this is done? God is obvi-
ously still using it.’”

Pearrow is McAnelly’s 
ministry partner. Over the 
past few years, the two men 
bonded over Fishers of Men 
and became best friends while 
serving together with the min-

istry. After the success of the 
2018 Fishers of Men event, 
instead of making it the last 
one, McAnelly and Pearrow 
decided to revamp the min-
istry, transforming it from a 
focus on the one fishing trip 
each August to a year-round, 
sustainable ministry.

Ministry ‘revamp’
One of the first new initia-

tives McAnelly and Pearrow 
introduced were podcasts in 
which they discussed bibli-
cal perspectives on important 
subjects, with topics ranging 
from the importance of men 
attending church and reading 
the Bible, to the analysis of is-
sues such as abortion and ho-
mosexuality.

This year, McAnelly and 
Pearrow filed for non-profit 
status and Fishers of Men 
Ministries began receiving 
small donations from various 
supporters.

From its inception, Fish-
ers of Men was always an ecu-
menical event. According to 
McAnelly, while all of those in-
volved have strong biblical con-
victions, they come from vari-
ous denomi-
national back-
grounds. Be-
cause of this, 
local leaders 
in Bald Knob 
requested that 
Fishers of Men 
Ministries help 
organize an 
event for their 
annual spring 
festival.

Fishers of 
Men Minis-
tries, in part-
nership with 
the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission, 
planned and hosted a fishing 
derby during the festival. It 
was the first event that Fishers 
of Men participated in after 
becoming a full-time minis-
try, and the weather did not 
cooperate. Instead of a sunny 
spring day, it poured rain.

“It was a miserable fishing 
day,” McAnelly said with a 
chuckle. “But we had over 75 
kids come to fish in this fish-
ing derby. … So our very first 
fishing derby was a huge suc-
cess.

“The sun finally came out 
as we were fishing. There were 
tons of fish caught, and I have 
some pictures of some of these 
little ones that are holding 

these stringers of fish up. … 
They were wearing rain suits 
and holding these fish up with 
huge smiles,” said McAnelly.

As they stood watching the 
children fish with their par-
ents, having a great time even 
amid the rain, McAnelly said 
that he and Pearrow stood, 
feeling the presence of God, 
thinking, ‘And we wanted to 
stop?’”

This year, the annual Fish-
ers of Men fishing trip was 
moved to July. During the 

event, McAnel-
ly and Pearrow 
shared their 
new vision for 
the ministry 
with those in 
a t t e n d a n c e , 
and a love of-
fering was 
taken to allow 
them to sup-
port the new 
work.

“It was the 
biggest love of-
fering we had 
ever received 
on this trip to 

support the ministry,” said 
McAnelly.

God blesses ‘Fishers’
Two days after McAnelly 

got home from the event, he 
got a text from one of the men 
from the trip who offered to 
purchase a concession trailer 
for the ministry. After that, 
another supporter donated a 
10-foot cargo trailer.

“It’s amazing to see how 
God has done all this,” said 
McAnelly. “There was so much 
that took place over the last 
year that was just unbelievable. 
God has been working within 
Fishers of Men Ministries to 
enable us to do the things that 
we are doing.”

McAnelly said the ambition 
of Fishers of Men Ministries is 
to develop a ministry similar 
to the Christian Waterfowler’s 
Association, a mobile ministry 
that hosts events both within 
and outside of their local com-
munity.

“We want to do more out-
side the church. We don’t 
want it to just be a church 
event. We want to go wherever 
we can go,” said McAnelly.

From its earliest iteration, 
McAnelly said Fishers of Men 
has aimed to encourage men 
to be the men that God has 
called them to be – leaders of 
their family, church and com-
munity.

“That’s always been our 
goal and ambition – to chal-
lenge men to be godly men,” 
said McAnelly. “You can see in 
our society that so many things 
have gone awry because of the 
lack of godly male leadership.”

Both McAnelly and Pear-
row, while currently serving 
in vocational ministry, began 
as active laymen, and they 
encourage all men, whether 
they sense a call to vocational 
ministry or not, to be active 
in ministry. This emphasis on 
the role of every believer has 
been a cornerstone of Fishers 
of Men throughout the years, 
according to McAnelly.

Commenting on the most 
recent Fishers of Men fishing 
trip in July, Pearrow’s words 
embody the heart and soul 
of Fishers of Men Ministries, 
“This weekend has been about 
the transformation – it’s been 
about changing our world 
from who we were to who He 
wants us to be.”

For more information on 
Fishers of Men Ministries, visit 
arfishersofmen.com.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Jamie McAnelly (left) and Dennis Pearrow became best friends through serving 
together with Fishers of Men. Below, men fellowship during a Fishers of Men  
fishing trip event. Photos by Fishers of Men Ministries
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like Trump shook up politics.
At a time when record 

numbers of people are aban-
doning Christianity, West is 
filling stadiums with tens of 
thousands of people around 
the theme, “Jesus is King.” 
According to Fox News, on 

Friday, Nov. 
1, more than 
1,000 people 
gave their lives 
to Jesus Christ 
during an altar 
call at the rap-

per’s “Sunday Service” pro-
gram in Baton Rouge, La. 

Since January, when West 
started Sunday Service, his 
group has traveled the coun-
try conducting gospel events 
that include a large choir, 
guest artists and throngs of 
supporters.

Curvine Brewington, an 
evangelical pastor from Lafay-
ette, La., described the Baton 
Rouge event on social media 
as, “Tonight, worship was 
lifted, the name of Christ was 
exalted, the Word of God was 
preached, a multitude prayed 
together, the Gospel was clear-
ly proclaimed, and an oppor-
tunity to respond was given. 
In a crowd of 6,000, people 
from all walks of life, all ages, 
and all races, I witnessed over 
1,000 people respond to The 
Gospel by raising their hands 
to accept Jesus as their Lord 
& Savior!”

West is the rapper associ-
ated with famously wearing 
a MAGA (Make America 
Great Again) hat during an 
impromptu appearance in 
the Oval Office of the White 
House with President Trump 
in October 2018. West used 
the moment to discuss an 
array of issues, including 
identity politics, his mental 
health, and slavery, result-

A few years ago, who 
could have predicted 

that a flamboyant billionaire 
real estate developer from 
Manhattan could have turned 
politics in the United States 
upside down?

While the election of Don-
ald Trump in 
2016 shocked 
pundits both 
domestic and 
foreign, the 
message of 
taking on the 
establishment in Washington, 
securing the country’s bor-
ders and returning economic 
prosperity resonated with mil-
lions.

In October, Pew Research 
released a study on the chang-
ing religious landscape in the 
United States, titled “In U.S., 
Decline of Christianity Con-
tinues at Rapid Pace.”

The pronouncement from 
Pew is from telephone sur-
veys conducted in 2018 and 
2019, in which 65 percent of 
American adults described 
themselves as Christians 
when asked about their reli-
gion. That sounds good until 
it is noted that the number 
is down 12 percentage points 
over the past decade alone.

What is astounding is the 
dramatic rise of the “nones” 
continues, that is, those who 
consider themselves religious-
ly unaffiliated, describing 
their religious identity as athe-
ist, agnostic or “nothing in 
particular.” That number now 
stands at 26 percent, which is 
up from 17 percent in 2009, 
according to Pew.

No one has told the popu-
lar rapper Kanye West that 
spirituality in the U.S. is on 
the wane.

It appears that West is at-
tempting to shake up religion 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

ing in the appearance being 
dubbed by Rolling Stone maga-
zine as the “craziest oval office 
performance of all time.”

What exactly is going on 
here?

The conversion of West to 
Christianity is messy, seem-
ingly unscripted and seen by 
some as dividing the Chris-
tian community, with some 
questioning his authenticity.

“He’s employed a choir 
of people who are not only 
singing his songs, but are 
all dressed in his apparel. Is 
Christ really at the center of 
this gathering?” Tobi Oredein 
wrote in Premier Christianity 
magazine. 

Richard Smallwood, gospel 
singer and songwriter, said 
criticism and skepticism are 
expected.

“The traditional Christian 

church has always frowned 
upon anything that is new 
and innovative,” Smallwood 
told TIME. “He’s singing 
about Jesus Christ and God – 
and that, to me, is the bottom 
line.”

Others see West’s events 
as simply a new way to pro-
mote his new album, “Jesus 
is King,” which was released 

Kanye’s ‘Jesus is King’ movement and the Church

Oct. 25 and as of this writing 
sits atop the music charts.

Fox News sent a religion 
analyst, Jonathan Morris, to 
one of West’s church services 
held at The Forum in Los 
Angeles.

Morris interviewed nu-
merous people attending the  

Jesus is King banner hangs outside The Forum in Los Angeles. Fox News screenshot

See KING page 6
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Letters to the Editor welcomed
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
welcomes Letters to the Editor re-
garding issues of concern to Southern 

Baptists in Arkansas. Send Letters to the Editor 

to tim@arkansasbaptist.org or to our mailing address. 

Letters must be typed, doublespaced and 300 words or 

less (fewer words, the better). Letters must be signed 

and marked “for publication” and may be edited to fit 

space requirements. 

O f  the hundreds of commands in the Pentateuch, this 
prohibition brings much confusion. This law is ut-

tered twice by God in Exodus (Ex. 23:19 and 34:26) and 
once by Moses (Deut. 14:21). The instruction is provided 
both within the context of dietary laws and religious festi-
vals.  Because the prohibition is noted three times, rabbis 
believed that it had the utmost importance to the dietary 
laws in Israel. Consequently, this law has become one of 
the foundational components of what is known as kosher 
(Hebrew, “proper”).

 Because the law mentioned both meat and dairy, rabbis 
insisted that an observant 
Jew could not eat meat 
and dairy products within 
the same meal. Thus, they 
divided all foods into three 

categories: meat, dairy and pareve (neutral). To ensure that 
the two were never to be eaten together, they were served at 
different meals, as far apart from one another as possible.  
This would give the person ample time to digest one before 
partaking of the other.  

 Observant Jews do everything they can to follow this 
law. In their homes, there are separate dishes and utensils 
for meat and dairy products. The sinks in their kitchens 
must be stainless steel, as porcelain cannot be effectively 
cleaned of contaminants. Even dishwashing soap must be 
free of food byproducts.

 Often it is not always easy to know whether a food prod-
uct is distinctly meat, dairy or pareve. To remedy this, mod-
ern rabbis have instilled a system to let adherents know the 
ingredients of processed food. For example, the Orthodox 
Union has created a symbol, which is placed on food labels 
(a “U” with a circle around it) to indicate if a food is kosher. 
If it is manufactured in a factory with dairy products, the 
letter “D” will be placed next to the symbol, to indicate 
that there may be some dairy in it. If there is no meat or 
dairy byproduct in the food, the word pareve is often placed 
next to the symbol for clarification.

 While kosher regulations may have originated from this 
thrice-stated verse, the question remains: Is this how the 
verse should be understood? Most scholars believe it prob-
ably should be understood literally: The Israelites were not 
to cook a young goat in its mother’s milk!

 Why such an odd practice was prohibited remains a 
mystery. It probably referred to a pagan ritual, similar to 
eating meat that still had blood within it (cf. Gen. 9:4). 
Participants of such rituals often believed that they would 
become empowered by the animals they ate. The Israelites, 
therefore, would consider such practices unclean. The pro-
hibition, therefore, reminds them to avoid anything that 
would prevent them from following the Lord completely.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical studies at Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity. Email your questions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Please explain the commandment: 
‘Do not cook a young goat in  
its mother’s milk’ (Ex. 23:19).

age were substantial. Forty-
two percent of members of 
the Millennial generation 
and older members of Gen-Z 
(those aged 18-38) held that 
patriotism was very impor-
tant. Fully 80 percent of 
Americans 55 years of age and 
older said patriotism was very 
important. Two-thirds of that 
older group indicated that 

religion was 
very important 
to them, while 
less than one-
third of those 
younger per-

sons felt that way.
Pollster Bill McInturff, 

one of the researchers in the 
recent survey, said, “There’s 
an emerging America where 
issues like children, religion 
and patriotism are far less im-
portant. And in America, it’s 
the emerging generation that 
calls the shots about where 
the country is headed.”

There were some points of 
agreement among Americans 
revealed by the study. Sub-
stantial majorities of those 
surveyed rated tolerance for 
others as a very important 
personal value. Also, a major-
ity indicated they were very or 
somewhat satisfied with the 
economy. However, two-thirds 
felt that the next generation 
wouldn’t be better off than 

Changing American values a bad sign

Loving God with our minds

A ccording to the findings 
of a recent Wall Street 

Journal/NBC News study, 
young people two decades ago 
rated patriotism, religion and 
raising a family higher than 
that age group does today. 
This signals that values that 
reflect the American charac-
ter are rapidly changing.

Twenty-one years ago, when 
a similar poll 
was conduct-
ed, Americans, 
by a large ma-
jority, said that 
the values that 
were most important to them 
were those of commitment 
to religion, patriotism, hard 
work and having a family. In 
the recent survey, hard work 
still rates high, but the levels 
of importance on the other 
three have declined signifi-
cantly.  

In 1998, 70 percent of 
Americans surveyed said pa-
triotism was very important, 
but the recent poll found 
that number is now only 61 
percent. Sixty-two percent in 
the earlier study indicated re-
ligion as very important, but 
only 50 percent register that 
way now. While 43 percent 
put a high value on having 
children now, 59 percent did 
so in 1998.

The contrasts based on 

the present one.
In regards to race rela-

tions, the latest survey reveals 
that 60 percent of American 
adults feel that race relations 
are in a bad state. In the cur-
rent study, only 19 percent of 
African-Americans indicate 
that race relations were fairly 
or very good. That is the low-
est level in the past 20 years of 
polling.

The recent survey reveals 
that a deep and troubling di-
vide exists among Americans’ 
values. If we believers cannot 
right the ship, the fate of the 
culture may be at serious risk.       

In a recent address to Notre 
Dame University, U.S. Attor-
ney General William Barr put 
it well when he said the fol-
lowing about America: “The 
Founding generation were 
Christians. They believed that 
the Judeo-Christian moral 
system corresponds to the 
true nature of man. Those 
moral precepts start with the 
two great commandments – 
to love God with your whole 
heart, soul, and mind; and to 
love thy neighbor as self.”

Our mandate is clear – to 
sound the clarion call and 
redeem our culture as real salt 
and light.

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

F or more than 2,000  
years, Christians have 

studied and talked about 
what it means to be people of 
Christian faith in a complex 
world. We’ve 
written on 
difficult is-
sues, cultural 
challenges and 
the evil within 
and around us because we 
have minds that can reason 
and think. 

Our faith teaches us that 
the mind is important be-
cause it’s one of the ways we 
can come to love God. In-
deed, Jesus’ Great Command-
ment is: “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and 
with all your mind” (Luke 
10:27, ESV).

We, as Christians, have 
thought it so important 
to love the Lord with our 
minds, and then trans-

form our minds to His will 
(Rom. 12:2), that we started 
educational institutions like 
Ouachita Baptist University.

Each year we select a theme, 
taken from 
our mission 
statement, 
to help us 
focus on the 
purpose of 

the Ouachita education and 
experience. This year our 
theme is “intellectual and 
spiritual growth.” Intellec-
tual growth, rightly pursued, 
cannot be separated from 
spiritual growth. To help us 
love Him with our minds, the 
God of the universe gave us 
two significant resources: the 
Bible and the created world. 
Christians study both.

At Ouachita, we believe the 
Bible is true and an authorita-
tive guide for our lives. We 
also believe that God created 
the world for us to live in, 
study, care for and be actively 

engaged in making it better. 
We study the world in all of 
its dimensions, those created 
by God and by people – the 
social, the natural, the physi-
cal, the invisible, the manu-
factured and more.

We’re not fearful about 
studying the created world. 
We might learn things that 
are difficult to understand, 
but ultimately we won’t learn 
anything that contradicts or 
diminishes our belief in, and 
our commitment to, God. 
Just the opposite – the truths 
we discover, when rightly un-
derstood, will provide more 
evidence for our Christian 
faith. 

Dallas Willard in his book, 
“The Divine Conspiracy,” 
notes that Jesus, Who is fully 
God and fully human, was by 
design the most intelligent, 
perceptive and brilliant per-
son Who ever lived. Jesus was 

Ouachita Baptist 
University
Ben Sells

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

See MINDS page 6
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service about their motives to 
attend. A woman described 
the event as, “No matter what 
your intentions are for being 
here, God is still being glori-
fied and someone’s life is 
being changed.” Conversely, 
a man attending said, in re-
sponse to if the event is a cata-
lyst in bringing people back to 
spirituality: “No, music, that’s 
all it is.”

Another young man at-
tending, who said that he had 
never been to church, said, 
“I thought it was really trans-
formative. It was just a whole 

new experience. I’ve never 
really kept God or religion 
in mind,” he said. “But I’m 
going to be more open-mind-
ed. That’s the key thing about 
it … and keep it in the back of 
my head in my everyday life.”

Whether West’s Jesus is 
King events are just a fad or 
have staying power remains 
to be seen, but one thing is 
certain, whatever the mo-
tives, God can use it for His 
ultimate glory according to 
Romans 8:28, “And we know 
that for those who love God 
all things work together for 
good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/
executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News.

continued from page 4
KING

an outstanding student of eth-
ics and a master teacher. He 
too had studied God’s Word 
and the world. Whether He 
engaged religious or secular 

people, He was wise and win-
some. He was the best but 
also the humblest. He was an 
unparalleled leader, yet He 
lived to serve and sacrifice.

Being a person of Chris-
tian faith means developing 
Christ-like qualities, so grow-
ing intellectually should not 
be isolated from growing spiri-

continued from page 5
MINDS tually. For Christians, those 

two disciplines are deeply 
connected. 

At Ouachita, we want our 
students to grow purposefully 
toward the people God made 
them to be. Arkansas Baptists 
founded Ouachita to be a 
place where students come, 
during a formative time in 
their lives, and live together in 
community to experience not 
just intellectual or spiritual 
growth, but both, together.

Ben Sells is president of 
Ouachita Baptist University.

block parties – nearly 30 in 
all – throughout both coun-
ties that supplemented several 
multi-day VBS events,” said 
Hessinger.

In Hermitage, 250 people 
attended the VBS event, and 
48 people came to faith in 
Christ. The rural small-town 
churches had more than 2,500 
people attend VBS events, 
breaking the previous record 
in 2003 where attendance to-
taled 1,900. 

BBA culminated the Gospel 
Bus summer with a children’s 
camp called Camp Go! More 
than 100 campers attended,  
and 33 children and students 
were saved.

“This summer we had more 
than 170 men, women, boys 
and girls invite Jesus into their 
hearts,” said Hessinger. 

According to Annual 
Church Profile reports, BBA’s 
baptisms have increased by 
more than 40 percent over the 
past two years, and income is 
up more than 25 percent from 
2018.

“Last year’s BBA associa-
tional theme was ‘Better To-
gether,’” said Hessinger. “Our 
focus was to be drawn together 

in unity as churches and minis-
try leaders.”

Along with the Gospel 
Bus, BBA has started several 
new ministries, including Se-
niors with a Purpose (SWAP) 
ministry for senior adults 
throughout the churches and 
led by Sanders Brooks, pastor 
at Northside Baptist Church, 
Monticello. 

BBA now hosts youth min-
istry events to help smaller 
churches reach students. Dur-
ing the summer, the associa-
tion started a summer intern 
ministry to invest in the next 
generation’s leaders. BBA 
hired six summer interns – 
three high school students 
and three college students – to 
help with Camp Go! and the 
VBS events. 

“We are investing in the 
next generation as we focus 
on kingdom expansion, and 
young people are engaging cul-
ture and communities along-
side ministry leaders and mak-
ing a significant impact,” said 
Hessinger.

In early September, the 
executive team of Delta Bap-
tist Association (DBA) ap-
proached Hessinger and asked 
about the possibility of DBA 
merging with BBA. 

“Both associations had 
warm conversations regarding 
the merger and unanimously 

voted in their respective annu-
al celebrations to merge,” said 
Hessinger.

DBA will share Hessinger as 
their associational missionary 
for six months as the two asso-
ciations work through merger 
details to be completed by July 
2020. 

“We humbly desire to 
welcome and labor along-
side our brothers and sisters 
in kingdom work, combin-

ing our resources for Great 
Commission purposes and 
maximum kingdom impact,” 
said Will McKay, pastor of  
First Baptist Church, Monti-
cello, at the BBA annual cel-
ebration. 

McKay also suggested the 
new association be called 
Southeast Arkansas Baptist 
Network.

“Messengers at both an-
nual celebrations were excited 

about their future ministry,” 
said Hessinger. “Our new 
theme as we merge together is 
‘Better Together 2.0.’

“We are in some of our best 
days as we humbly join togeth-
er from the Ouachita River to 
the Mississippi River to sac-
rificially reach the southeast 
region of Arkansas with the 
gospel,” he said.

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
TOGETHER

ABCHomes Thanksgiving Offering helps change lives
MONTICELLO – Addison 
won’t soon forget the day her 
life was uprooted through no 
fault of her own. Like most 
children who enter into our 
care, Addison was frightened 
to move to an unfamiliar 
home and town to live with 
strangers.

Many tears were shed by the 
then 14-year-old. She didn’t 
understand the things that 
had happened to her and the 
family she lost as a result.

Now more than a year 
after arriving at the Baptist 
Home for Children in Mon-
ticello, Addison recently 
told her housemother, “Ms. 
Sherry,” that she is very 
thankful for being placed 
in her care. “I’m glad I have 
had Ms. Sherry to lean on,”  

shared Addison.
 Ms. Sherry has helped Ad-

dison through some tough 
times. They have talked a lot 
about Addison’s home life, 
her homesickness and her 
struggles. Ms. Sherry also helps 
her with homework, takes her 
to church and provides a stable 
and loving home.

 Because of the support of 
Arkansas Baptists, Addison 
has a bright future. Not long 
ago, she was so excited to re-
ceive birthday gifts – ones that 
she specifically requested. 

 When Arkansas Baptists 
give, they help change lives 
for eternity. This past summer 
Addison made a profession of 
faith in Christ at Camp Siloam 
and was later baptized.

 Helping children like Ad-
dison is a goal of Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 

Family Ministries, which raises 
much of its support through 
an annual Thanksgiving Of-
fering, traditionally observed 
by Arkansas Baptist churches 
since 1908.

Through gifts to the annual 
offering, the agency in the past 
year has helped many children 
like Addison and single moth-
ers who live at five statewide 
locations. 

 The 2019 Thanksgiving Of-
fering promotional items were 
recently mailed to pastors in 
Arkansas. These resources in-
clude posters, bookmarks, a 
promotional video, offering 
envelopes and speaker request 
forms. Downloadable resourc-
es can be found at arkansas-
families.org/donate.

For more information, con-
tact Stella Prather at sprather@
arkansasfamilies.org.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 7   

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

I t’s been called “the most 
wonderful time of the 

year.” For Southern Baptist 
missionaries and for the esti-
mated 2.8 billion people who 
have little or no access to the 
gospel, the Christmas season 
is the most wonderful time of 
the year because it’s the time 
that Southern Baptists give fo-
cused prayers for and generous 
financial gifts to international 
missions.

Lottie Moon, a Southern 
Baptist missionary in China 
during the 1800s, wrote letters 
urging American churches to 
send and support more inter-
national missionaries. In 1918, 
after Moon died on the mis-
sion field, the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU) named 
an annual Christmas offering 
for international missions 
for the woman who had chal-
lenged the WMU to start it 
– the Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering (LMCO) was born.
This year’s LMCO theme is 

“Making a difference among 
the multitudes.” This theme is 
based on Revelation 7:9, which 
reads, “I saw a great mul-
titude from every nation 
and all tribes and peo-
ples and languages stand-
ing before the throne.” 

Generous giving to 
the 2019 LMCO makes 
a difference among 
the multitudes. Men, 
women, children and 
entire communities are 
transformed as a result 
of this offering. The fi-
nancial gifts of Southern 
Baptists enable thou-
sands of missionaries to 
live among, serve and 
share the gospel with 
people who have never 
heard it until now.

The national goal for 
LMCO for 2019 is $165 mil-
lion, and Arkansas Baptists’ 
goal is $5.5 million.  

The LMCO has empowered 

Southern Baptists’ interna-
tional missions work through 
the decades. 

As International Mission 
Board (IMB) President Paul 

Chitwood told messengers 
at the 2019 Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting: 
“The gospel is being preached 
among the nations, and we 
are privileged to be part of it.” 

Because of Southern Baptists’ 
generous gifts to LMCO: 

– Overseas baptisms by 
churches that IMB mission-
aries have planted or directly 

partner with have in-
creased by more than 
6,000 over the previous 
year.

– New church starts 
reported in 2018 were 
nearly triple the number 
of new church starts IMB 
reported in 2016.

– The number of na-
tional believers who re-
ceived advanced theolog-
ical training increased by 
10,000 over each of the 
previous two years.

At the beginning of 
this giving season, a 
week of prayer, Dec. 1-8, 
is dedicated to interna-

tional missions.
Arkansas Baptists can sup-

port international missions 
in two vital ways during this 
most wonderful time of the 
year. The first is to give finan-

cially to LMCO. One hundred 
percent of LMCO monies col-
lected go directly to reaching 
every nation and people group 
with the gospel.

The second opportunity is 
to pray during the Week of 
Prayer for International Mis-
sions. The stories in the Week 
of Prayer brochure and accom-
panying videos show the im-
pact IMB missionaries are hav-
ing around the world – from 
Africa to Mexico, Venezuela to 
East Asia, Japan to Bulgaria.

Your church should have 
received materials for use in 
observing the Week of Prayer 
for International Missions 
and LMCO. For additional 
materials, please contact Ar-
kansas Baptists’ missions team  
at 501-376-4791 or 800-838-
2272, ext. 5137. Also, videos 
and other materials can be 
downloaded by visiting imb.
org/lottie-moon-christmas-
offering.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.com.

LMCO: The most wonderful time of the year

A young man sells garlic and other produce along a 
busy railroad artery in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The country’s 
population is nearly half that of the United States, but 
the people are squeezed into an area roughly the size of 
Arkansas. IMB photo
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

evangelistsammoore@gmail.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist and 
a native of Arkansas. He has the gift of an 
evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He 
is available for revivals, crusades, harvest 
days and wild game sportsman events. 
Now scheduling for 2020-21.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

See the ABN crossword, page 9wanted to live for Him. It was 
life-changing.

“Jesus is definitely every-
thing,” he continued. “He is 
my Savior, my Lord. I try to 
live my life through Him every 
day and live like Jesus. I am 
not perfect. I am not able to 
achieve that standard that you 
have to set for yourself. He has 
gotten me this far in life, and 
I am going to follow Him the 
rest of my life.”

Wanting to be a good ex-
ample to teammates, he invites 
them to Bible studies and Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes 
meetings.

“I hope I can show that I am 
a Christian man. If anybody 
has problems, I hope they can 
come to me and know that 
they can talk about anything, 
and I can be that person who 
is there for them. I want to be 
positive about everything,” 
said Brazeal.

Throughout his football 
career, Brazeal has relied on 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do 
all things through Christ who 

continued from page 2
ZEAL strengthens me.”

Bill Sorrell is a freelance writ-
er and pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Whiteville, Tenn.

Arriola named executive director of Hispanic relations and mobilization
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Former Arkansas pastor Julio 
Arriola has been named execu-
tive director of Hispanic rela-
tions and mobilization at the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) Executive Committee 
(EC). The new role is a part-
nership, jointly funded by the 
EC and the North American 
Mission Board, with a primary 
focus to bring more Hispanic 
churches into the SBC.

“Julio Arriola is one of the 
most gifted, winsome and re-
lational leaders I know,” said 
Ronnie Floyd, EC president 
and CEO. “He walks with 
Christ deeply, has a great heart 
for evangelism, loves people, 
and knows how to mobilize 
them to mission and ministry.

“Southern Baptists from all 
walks of life will benefit greatly 
from his life and his leader-
ship. He and (his wife) Carla 

are two remarkable people 
who love our Southern Baptist 
family,” Floyd said.

Arriola planted Iglesia Vida, 
currently the largest Baptist 
church in Guadalajara, Mex-
ico, in 2017. Before that, he 
served as global worship pastor 
for Cross Church in Springda-
le, and he has served as a wor-
ship leader and youth pastor at 
churches in Texas. 

Arriola will work with other 

EC offices to develop and 
implement strategies for the 
involvement and participation 
of Hispanic churches 
and church leaders 
across the SBC. This 
will include promoting 
active participation at 
every level of SBC life 
as well as increased Co-
operative Program un-
derstanding and involvement.

Over the past two decades, 
the number of Hispanic con-
gregations in the SBC has 
increased by 77.52 percent – 

from 1,975 in 1998 to 3,506 
in 2017.

Arriola plans to graduate 
with a master of theo-
logical studies degree 
from Southwestern 
Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, in 2020. 
He holds an under-
graduate degree from 

Liberty University in Lynch-
burg, Va.

Arriola and his wife, Carla, 
have three children – Daniel, 
David and Elizabeth.

Arriola
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Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Across
1. Stylish
5. Patriotic women (abbr.)
8. Island group of Indonesia
12. Signature
13. Mother of all living (Genesis 3)
14. Third son of Leah and Jacob
15. Shortly
16. Brand-name item for student
17. “For now should I have ___ still 
and been quiet” (Job 3:13)
18. “To know wisdom and in-
struction; to ___ the ___ of  
understanding” (Proverbs 1:2)
21. “So Manasseh made…the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem to ___” 
(2 Chronicles 33:9)
22. Charged atom
23. Home of the Louvre
26. Res.
27. Fam. Member
30. Descended
31. “To him that overcometh will I 
grant to ___ with me in my throne” 
(Revelation 3:21)

32. Promote
33. ___ Sea
34. Seasoning in Strasbourg
35. Master, the multitude throng…
and ___ thee” (Luke 8:45)
36. Day (Sp.)
37. Greek letter
38. Intelligence
45. Appear
46. Hockey great
47. At all
48. Grapevine disease
49. Saul’s uncle (1 Samuel 14)
50. Church area
51. Depots (abbr.)
52. “___ King,” children’s TV show 
of years past
53. A spell of warm weather

Down
1. “the trees of the field shall ___ 
their hands” (Isaiah 55:12)
2. Sharpen
3. Stravinsky
4. “The rich man’s wealth is…an 

high wall in his own___” 
(Proverbs 18:11)
5. “And the border went up toward 
___” (Joshua 15:7) N. border of 
Judah
6. Tel ___
7. “Matthew sitting at the ___ of 
custom” (Matthew 9:9)
8. “And their coast was from He-
leph, from ___” (Joshua 19:33) 
Naphtali’s land
9. “neither ___ you up a standing 
image” (Leviticus 26:1)
10. Roman poet
11. German article (pl.)
19. Belonging to Judah’s first son
20. “as for this Moses…we ___ not 
what is become of him” (Acts 7:40)
23. Standard
24. Ginger ___
25. Free
26. Feel under the weather
27. “for ye tithe mint and ___” 
(Luke 11:42)
28. Curve

29. Indicating one hand (abbr., pl.)
31. “He appointed the moon for 
___” (Psalm 104:19)
32. “Every ___ man dealeth with 
knowledge” (Proverbs 13:16)
34. Title
35. Camera shot
36. “Luke…and ___ greet you” 
(Colossians 4:14)
37. “turn…into your servant’s 
house, and ___ all night” 
(Genesis 19:2)
38. Needs
39. Aerie
40. Ten (comb. form)
41. Arduous journey
42. “Where is the king of  
Hamath …of Hena, and ___?” 
(2 Kings 19:13)
43. Leningrad’s river
44. “the child Samuel ___ before 
the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:21)
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Submit a classified ad at 
arkansasbaptist.org/ads

FBC of DeValls Bluff is seeking a pastor. 
Please send resumes to Bruce Wolfe, PO Box 
358, DeValls Bluff 72041 or brucewolfe67@
gmail.com. 

FBC Bismarck, Bismarck, AR, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resumes to FBC 
Bismarck, PO Box 147, Bismarck, AR 71929 or 
email to ricknorris145@gmail.com.

Pangburn First Baptist Church is seek-
ing a pastor. Please send resumes to PO 
Box 250, Pangburn, AR 72121, or email:  
pangburnfbcpastorsearch@gmail.com.

Saltillo Heights Baptist Church in Conway, 
AR, seeking full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Please send resumes to westk28@
ymail.com.

First Baptist Church in Stuttgart is accepting 
applications for the position of senior pas-
tor. Interested parties should send resumes to 
resumes@fbcstuttgart.com.

Life Fellowship in Jacksonville, Arkansas, 

12-19, rotating 7 days on/7 days off, allowing a 
once-a-week commute. Considering individuals 
or married couples with no dependent children. 
Competitive wage; exceptional benefits. Send 
resume to susan.schiefelbein@mbch.org or ap-
ply for Residential Specialist Live-in online at 
www.mbch.org. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Benton, is looking 
for God’s man to help lead our worship & 
choir ministries on Sundays beginning in 
January 2020.  It is a part-time staff position 
with generous benefits.  If interested email  
trinitybenton@ymail.com.

FBC, Pencil Bluff, seeks part-time youth 
pastor with some children’s ministry involved. 
Primarily Wed. evening and weekends. Contact 
desertmjo@gmail.com or FBC, PO Box 70, Pencil 
Bluff, AR 71965. 

First Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
music minister. Please submit resumes to 
FBC, 507 N Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335, At-
tention: Music Search Committee or by e-mail to 
dianne@fbcfc.org.

FBC, Trumann, is seeking to hire a full-
time next generation pastor, overseeing 
the ministry areas of children, teenagers, and 
college. For job description, visit www.fbctru-
mann.org. Interested applicants should send 
resume to john.maley@fbctrumann.org.

West View Baptist is currently seeking a 
youth pastor. Successful candidate will 
report directly to the senior pastor and work 
alongside other staff members. Our goal is to 
reach community youth and disciple exist-
ing youth department. Below are some of our  
expectations. All information will be held in 
complete confidence. Notes: -must be currently 
active in a SBC church and ordained, -have a 
college degree but not required, -support in 
entirety the Baptist Faith & Message, -report 
directly to senior pastor, -directly responsible 
for departmental budget, -have experience 
working in a youth department or similar po-
sition, -competitive salary package, -requires 
background check. West View Baptist Church,  
701 West Morgan Street, Paragould, AR 

72450. Attn: Youth Pastor Search Committee,  
Phone 870-236-7195. Email: Jlane@ipdworld.
com.

First Baptist Church, Paris, is seeking a 
part-time music director. The services 
are a blend of relevant hymns and newer wor-
ship-style music. For more information email  
hbrewton2678@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church, Harrison, AR (30 miles 
south of Branson) is seeking a F/T worship 
pastor. Send inquiries and/or resumes to 
robd@fbcharrison.org.

First Baptist Church of Danville is seeking a 
ministry assistant/secretary. This is a full-
time position, hours 8-4, Monday-Friday. In-
terested applicants should submit their resume 
to PO Box 877, Danville, AR 72833 or email  
fbcdan@arkwest.com.

seeks bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to 5baldwins@comcast.net.

First Baptist Church Clarendon, AR, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Send resumes to  
FBC Search Committee, PO Box 324,  
Clarendon, AR 72029 or email to: info@ 
fbcclarendon.com.  

Rector First Baptist Church seeks full-
time senior pastor. Send resume to  
rectorfirst@gmail.com or PO Box 197, Rector, 
AR 72461.

Seeking bi-vocational pastor for a 
small, rural Southern Baptist church in Union, 
Arkansas. Please send resume or information 
to Mt. Zion Baptist Church, c/o Janet Yancey, 
PO Box 258, Oxford, AR 72565 or email to  
janet.yancey@melbourneschools.org.

MBCH Children & Family Ministries in Mount 
Vernon, MO, seeks live-in houseparents 
to provide residential foster care for youth age 

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

C l a s s i f i e d s

Editor’s Note: The Arkansas 
Baptist News would love to share 
your church news with the state. 
Send your information to sarah@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 1-800-
838-2272, ext. 5153. Please sub-
mit information three weeks prior 
to the event.

Baptist life

Milestones

Obituaries

Robert J. White, Sr., 86, of 
Hot Springs, died Oct. 8.

White was a member of Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, where he served as a dea-
con. He served with Nailbend-
ers for Jesus and All Because of 
Christ Ministries, which distrib-
uted tracts in Mexico.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife and three brothers. 

White is survived by two 
sons, two daughters, six grand-
children and 15 great-grand-
children.

Bryan Bolton received a 
doctor of educational min-
istry in Christian worship 
degree from Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in  
Louisville, Ky. Bolton is 
the minister of music and 
children at First Baptist  
Church, Pine Bluff.

First Baptist Church, 
Branch, celebrated its  
150th anniversary Sunday, 
Nov. 17.

Barcelona Road Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs Village, 
will dedicate its new church 
addition and renovated  
classrooms Sunday, Nov. 
24. Don Moore, prayer  
ambassador for the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Conven-
tion, and Charles Long, a 
former pastor, will speak at a  
special morning service at  
10 a.m. An open house 
will be from 4-6 p.m. where  
refreshments wil l  be  

Current-Gaines Baptist 
Association will host a Wild 
Game Supper for men and 
boys at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, at M.B. Ainley  
Community Center, Corn-
ing. 

served and tours will be 
given.

North Pulaski Baptist As-
sociation (NPBA) will host 
a retirement reception for  
Dennis Wilkins, associa-
tional missionary for NPBA, 
starting at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 8. 

Ordinations

 Jason Grenko was or-
dained Oct. 6 at Tumbling 
Shoals Baptist Church, Tum-
bling Shoals. 

On the move

Jason Grenko is serving as 
pastor at Mount Zion Baptist 
Church, Concord.

Gayla Parker is serving 
as executive director for the 
Pregnancy Resource Center 
for Southwest Arkansas. Park-
er is a writer, speaker, adjunct 
professor at Ouachita Baptist 
University and pastor’s wife. 
She also has served as Wom-
an’s Missionary Union execu-
tive director for the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware and is a former In-
ternational Mission Board 
missionary.

CHURCH CELEBRATES BEING DEBT FREE – Mountaintop Cowboy Church, 
Heber Springs, held a note-burning ceremony Sunday, Sept. 29. The church started 
in the Cleburne County Sale Barn in 2009. Their new facilities include a multipurpose 
worship center, educational space and a full-size rodeo arena. 

Read more Baptist news  
at arkansasbaptist.org
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I am reading Robert E. Merriam’s 
“Dark December: The Full Account of 
the Battle of the Bulge.” Merriam writes 
about the difficulties of tracing back to 
the battle and accurately recreating the 
story. One of the forces at work is how 
legends grow up around certain men and 
incidents while the battle sinks into ob-
scurity.  

The Apostle Paul wanted his readers 
to know that spiritual warfare is real and 
not some obscure theological concept. 
He wanted them to 
be fully equipped and 
fully engaged in the 
battle. This was not 
a battle fought with 
flesh and blood but 
against the very powers of darkness (Eph. 
6:12). Paul said, “You must take up the 
full armor of God” (Eph. 6:13).

The call to put on the armor of God 
is the call to “put on the new self, the 
one created according to God’s likeness 
in righteousness and purity of the truth” 
(Eph. 4:24). In Romans, Paul told us to 
“put on the armor of light” and to “put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:12, 
14). The new man is none other than 
Jesus Christ. 

Apparently Paul was looking at his 

Roman guard when he made these com-
parisons. God provides enabling truth 
so we can resist lies and false teaching. 
Practical righteousness allows us to live 
in obedience to God’s Word (Eph. 4:24-
27). We are to have spiritual readiness to 
share the gospel of peace. 

The helmet of salvation speaks to 
our eternal security and the assurance 
of our salvation. In hand-to-hand com-
bat, which the word “battle” describes, 
the enemy would use the broadsword to 

strike at the head. 
John MacArthur 
said, “The two dan-
gerous edges of Sa-
tan’s broadsword are 
discouragement and 

doubt.”
The sword of the Spirit is the Word 

of God. Paul used rhema here instead of 
logos. Rhema is a specific word. It is spe-
cific things we learned and memorized 
from the Bible.

With our armor on, we fight in the 
context of standing firm and in prayer. 
We engage in spiritual battle in Chris-
tian community, not in isolation. God 
provides us with every resource necessary 
to live the Christian life and be victori-
ous in this spiritual battle.

type of behavior will lead to peace within 
the fellowship.

An attitude of gratitude will moti-
vate us to encourage others in their 
walk (5:14-15). Paul said we are to warn 
those who are lazy. We are to encourage 
those who are discouraged. We are to 
help those who are weak. Each is to be 
dealt with accordingly, but “everyone” 
should be dealt with in “patience.” We 
must not repay evil with evil but do good 

for everyone. This 
applies to those 
in the church and 
those outside the 
church (5:15).

Each verse in 
1 Thessalonians 
5:16-22 needs to 

be connected to 1 Thessalonians 5:18. 
It is God’s will that we give thanks 
in everything (5:18). When we are  
thankful, we can rejoice and pray.  When 
we are thankful, we won’t stifle the Spir-
it or despise prophecies. When we are 
thankful, we can test all things and cling 
to what is good while avoiding every 
form of evil.   

Having an attitude of gratitude 
will help us live the life God intended  
for us.

Seeking God’s will and direction has 
been compared to a steel ball in a pinball 
machine.  You hit the right spot every 
once in a while, but most of the time you 
are bouncing around and eventually end 
up back where you started. Many people 
have said it would be helpful if the Lord 
would just provide a sign or show up in 
person to lead the way. God did that for 
the Israelites.

When the Tabernacle was set up, a 
cloud covered it 
during the day, and 
it appeared as fire 
above it during the 
night (Num. 9:15-
16). When the cloud 
moved, the people 
moved. When the cloud lingered, the 
people encamped. The cloud was the ve-
hicle of God’s presence and the visible 
sign of His leading His people.  

This cloud was referred to as shekinah, 
a Hebrew word meaning “the presence 
or residence of God.” The word does not 
appear in the Bible, but the Jews used it 
to describe the physical manifestations of 
God’s glory. This cloud first appeared in 
Exodus 13:21-22, when it protected the 
Israelites from the advancing Egyptian 

army. It also appeared above the mercy 
seat on the Ark of the Covenant in the 
Tabernacle. It also appeared at the dedi-
cation of Solomon’s Temple (2 Chron. 
5:14). Sadly, Ezekiel witnessed its pro-
gressive withdrawal from the Temple as 
judgment and captivity loomed (Ezek. 
9-11). This shekinah glory will return to 
the Millennial Temple after the tribula-
tion and the glorious appearing of Christ  
(Ezek. 43:1-6).

God is still pres-
ent with His people 
today. His presence 
may not be in an 
external sign like 
a cloud, but He 
does indwell each 

believer with His Holy Spirit. We can 
fall in step with His leadership by being 
obedient to His commands (Num. 9:18, 
20, 23).  

God leads His people according to 
His will and purposes. His will and pur-
poses can be discerned by studying His 
Word, prayer, godly counsel, the exercis-
ing of our spiritual gifts, and the circum-
stances of life.  

We honor God when we follow His 
leadership.

Jude got right to the point in this brief 
but intense letter. He warned the church 
against the false teachers who secretly 
infiltrated the church. These were un-
godly men who were already marked for 
condemnation long ago. Jude charged 
them with two serious sins. First, they 
had turned “the grace of our God into 
promiscuity” (Jude 4).  

These ungodly men were probably 
forerunners of the Gnostics who believed 
spirit was good and 
flesh was bad. The 
spirit could not 
be touched by the 
flesh, so basically 
they could do what 
they wanted to do. They were turning 
God’s grace into a license for immorality.

The second sin Jude charged them 
with was “denying Jesus Christ, our only 
Master and Lord” (Jude 4). Since these 
ungodly men believed that the flesh was 
bad, they denied the humanity of Jesus. 
In their view, divinity could never assume 
humanity because human flesh is bad. 
The denial of Jesus’ humanity perverts 
the biblical truth of Who Jesus is.

Jude charged them “contend for the 
faith that was delivered to the saints once 

for all” (Jude 3). These false, godless 
teachers had infiltrated the church. By 
“faith,” Jude meant the full body of in-
formation believed by the early church. 
This is the gospel. How were they to con-
tend for the faith?  

Jude 20-23 gives several instructions 
that will help safeguard against these 
false teachers. Grow spiritually. Pray 
under the direction and influence of 
the Holy Spirit. Stay in God’s love by 

being obedient to 
His Word (Jude 21; 
John 15:10). Have 
hope in Christ’s re-
turn.  Have mercy 
on those who 

doubt, bringing them to the truth so 
they will literally be snatched from the 
fire of hell. And last, be cautious of god-
less people whose entire lives are con-
taminated by sin (Jude 23).

Does this have anything to do with 
us? Yes! This relativistic, subjective and 
politically correct culture is increasingly 
telling us to accept all views and discard 
ours. We must not only hold to our 
faith; we must adamantly defend our 
faith against heresy by doing the things 
listed above.

When I was in elementary school, 
my class prepared for a reenactment of 
the first Thanksgiving. We made pilgrim 
hats and Native American headbands 
with feathers. Our construction paper 
cornucopias were full of paper turkeys, 
potatoes and corn. In our reenactment, 
a Pilgrim sat beside a Native American, 
and we had to share our make-believe 
meal with each other. We were being 
taught how to have an attitude of grati-
tude.

We know the at-
titude we display is 
important. An at-
titude of gratitude 
is not an abstract 
idea. It is both at-
titude and an out-
ward expression that should be displayed 
in all areas of our lives.

We are to express gratitude for those 
who have encouraged us in our walk 
with the Lord (1 Thess. 5:12-13). These 
spiritual leaders, pastors, deacons, small 
group leaders, missions directors, coun-
selors and teachers are engaged in a hard 
work. It is hard work to lead and correct 
others. This is why our spiritual leaders 
are worthy of high honor and love be-
cause of their work (1 Thess. 5:13). This 
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Walking to battle
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Do we need to defend our faith?
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God leads
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Gerald Nash

Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist and EEG technician at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in  
Russellville. Nash is involved in medical research and is a preaching pastor at Soul Food Cafe Mission. He is involved in  
missions and also leads a small group and the decision room ministry at Second Baptist Church, Conway. Nash has  
attended several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He holds multiple educational degrees, including a bachelor of arts in Christian ministries, a master of arts 
and doctor of ministry in pastoral studies and a master of arts in theological studies. Nash volunteers on the Cairo Geniza 
Project deciphering and transcribing ancient Greek and Arabic documents. He loves to read, bass fish, and spend time 
with his family. He and his wife, Mary Ann, love to travel, explore ancient ruins and go on wild animal safaris.
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Living in gratitude
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Don’t be a back-row Baptist!
There is a lot going on in Arkansas Baptist life.  
Don’t miss out. If your congregation does not  
subscribe to the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN), 
why not start today? 

Be informed about Baptist life.
Be inspired by the stories of God’s work.
Be involved with what’s happening in our  
state, nation and world.

Subscribe to the Arkansas Baptist News today! 

For information on individual or church subscription 
rates, call Barbara at 501-376-4791, ext. 5156, today!


