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Little Rock widower 
Eddie Davis ‘a rock’

for his three children

liberty, Richard Land, president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission, agreed with the session’s 
premise.

“When we hear the word ‘unprec-
edented,’ I can think of no other 
time in the history of the United 
States when the Justice Department 
of the United States would go before 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States and make an argument – as it 
did in the Tabor case – that there are 
no particular and special protections 
for religion in the First Amendment 
and that churches and religiously af-
filiated organizations have no more 
protections under the First Amend-
ment than a country club,” said 
Land.

See FREEDOMS page 2

Religious freedoms face
‘unprecedented attacks’

Summer months huge
for children’s outreach
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

WITH THE SCHOOL year over, 
churches across the state are being 
transformed into lion dens, air-
plane hangars, space stations and 
other captivating places – all in an 
effort to teach children biblical 
values while they are away from 
school for the summer.

“It’s always cool to see the 
church totally changed each year,” 
said 10-year-old Olivia Bird, who 
attended vacation Bible school 
(VBS) at Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, in June 2011.

Her brother, Wesley, 7, agrees 
and looks forward to seeing the 
decorations. 

“I like (VBS decorations) a lot,” 
he exclaimed with excitement. 

Whether it’s a theme centering 
around airplanes, pandas, alliga-

tors or the moon, there is always 
a great deal of work that goes into 
transforming classrooms and sanc-
tuaries into far-away places. 

“It takes a lot of people to make 
this happen,” said Laurie Milhol-
land, children’s director at Cen-
tral Baptist. “Even with lots of vol-
unteers, it typically takes us days 
just to decorate the sanctuary.”

There’s more to VBS than the 
decorating. Some churches start 
preparations nearly a year prior to 
VBS programs. 

“I find that the best time to 
begin working on VBS is when 
you finish up the present one,” 
said Tanya Day, VBS co-director 
at First Baptist Church, Dumas. 
“We immediately start looking 
at the budget and discussing our 
kickoff. We even start ordering 

Joseph fulfills God’s call in Haiti

Gore tackles biblical issues in monthly ‘Baptist Ask’ column
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – Should we 
forgive the devil? Should Christians 
cuss? Does the gift of tongues 
still exist?

These are just a few of the 
questions writer Ken Gore 
has answered through “Bap-
tists Ask,” a monthly ques-
tion and answer column 
found in the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN). 

“People will let me know if they 
disagree,” said Gore, “and that’s 
OK.”

One such disagreement was over 
the question of whether or not 

Christians should forgive the 
devil. 

“This question was asked 
by a 6-year-old girl, and my 
answer was, ‘Of course.’ We 
are supposed to forgive every-
one,” said Gore. 

As a result of his answer, 
he received some negative 

feedback. One let-
ter, in particular, 
came from a sub-
scriber that was 
very mad over his 
answer, according 
to Gore. 

“I tried to explain to her that I 
understood her reasoning, but at 
the same time we are to be people of 
grace no matter who they are,” said 
Gore. “Even though this is what (the 
devil) does, and it is inherently what 
he does, … we need to move on.”

According to 
Gore, his goal is 
make sure each 
question is an-
swered through 
prayer and much 
Scripture study.

When asked what makes him 
the expert, he humbly replies, “I’m 
not.”

“If we truly believe in the priest-
hood of all believers, … rather than 

Geyer Springs First Baptist Church in Little Rock placed a helicopter outside its worship center 
June 3 to promote its The Sky’s the Limit vacation Bible school. Photo by Paige Cate

Gore

See SUMMER page 3

See GORE page 3

See pages 6-9 for more 
Mission Haiti articles.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – When Haitian-
born Roody Joseph returned to his 
country of origin, 
he expected to stay 
less than 30 days. 
Now, years later, he 
is still in Haiti, ful-
filling his mission.

Joseph, who 
serves as the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention’s (ABSC) 
partner in Haiti, ex-
plained that – for safety reasons – his 
father, a Haitian pastor, had sent he 
and his mother and siblings to the 
U.S. when Joseph was 9 years old. See HAITI page 7

Religious liberty advocates debate

WASHINGTON (BP) – While a 
panel of religious freedom advo-
cates disagreed on the extent of the 
threat to religious liberties in the 
United States, at least one advocate 
asserts Americans face “something 
new and different” about the right 
of freedom of religion protected in 
the First Amendment.

The debate came during a day-
long event sponsored by a new pro-
gram of the Ethics and Public Policy 
Center (EPPC), a Washington-based 
organization that seeks to apply Ju-
deo-Christian values to policy issues. 
The American Religious Freedom 
Program, established last year by the 
EPPC, instituted the conference as 
part of its effort to help strengthen 
religious liberty.

In a panel discussion about “un-
precedented threats” to religious 

Though his new life in the U.S. was 
not without its difficulties, Joseph 
said the move was one of the best 
things that ever happened to him. 
He grew up, got married and started 

a trucking business. 
Eventually, Joseph re-

turned to Haiti to take 
care of some personal 
business – a process he 
expected would take less 
than 30 days. 

“Little did I know God 
was ready to use that sit-

uation for His kingdom,” 
said Joseph, explaining he 

had never been on a mission trip

MISSION
HAI  I

Listen to an interview 
with ‘Baptists Ask’ 
columnist Ken Gore at 
www.arkansasbaptist.
org/podcast.
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Association ‘open-air meeting’ engages pastors 
ASHLEY COUNTY BAPTIST As-
sociation held an ‘open-air camp 
meeting’ May 19. 

“One of the most 
frustrating things for 
an associational mis-
sionary is to find a 
way to get pastors to 
attend meetings,” 
said Greg Pierce, as-
sociational mission-
ary for Ashley County 
Baptist Association. 
But he said he re-
membered that a wise 
older pastor once told 
him, “If you want a 
preacher to attend a 
meeting, just ask him to preach.” 

So, he put that theory to practice 
at the camp meeting. The audience 
heard seven sermons in the course 
of about two hours. The preach-
ers were limited to 15 minutes and 
preached tag-team style from a 40-
foot flatbed trailer with a special 
singer between messages.

“The messages all seemed to tie 
together in a common theme even 

though the preacher 
had no idea what the 
others were going to 
preach,” said Pierce. 
“In one way or an-
other, every sermon 
was a challenge for us 
to have compassion 
for the lost and get 
the gospel out of our 
churches and to those 
in darkness.”

Pierce said he was 
accustomed to hav-
ing 15-minute tag-

team preaching services 
on fifth Sunday nights when he 
pastored. He said he would always 
ask the men or even youth in his 
churches to give their testimonies or 
a devotional or to preach a sermon 
on those nights. And some of those 
men are still preaching today.

Pierce said he was delighted to see 
the response from his pastors and 

that they adapted naturally to preach-
ing in the open-air style. In fact, he 
said the pastors all seemed to have a 
lot of liberty in preaching, not being 
encumbered with the more formal 
setting of a typical worship service, 

and they didn’t seem hindered at all 
by the short time limit. 

“It was almost like a condensed 
version of a week’s revival, and the 
preachers are already looking for-
ward to the next meeting,” he said.

FREEDOMS
continued from page one

The Obama administration lost 
that argument in a 9-0 opinion in 
January, when the Supreme Court 
ruled that the First Amendment 
prevents the government from in-
terfering with a church’s ministerial 
hiring practices. The decision came 
in Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lu-
theran Church and School v. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion.

The Tabor case represents one 
of three types of threats to religious 
freedom – threats that “are growing 
in number and intensity and sever-
ity,” said Hannah Smith, senior 
counsel of the Becket Fund for Re-
ligious Liberty. Tabor is part of the 
threat to the freedom of religious 
groups to choose their leaders, she 
told conference participants. The 
other two threats, Smith said, are: 

– The Obama administration’s 
mandate – with an inadequate re-
ligious exemption – that health in-
surance plans must cover contracep-
tives, including ones that can cause 
abortions, and sterilizations as pre-
ventive services.

– Violations of the conscience 
rights of religious individuals, in-
cluding pharmacists who oppose 
dispensing abortion-inducing drugs, 
photographers who decline to pho-
tograph same-sex weddings and 
nurses who refuse to help with late-
term abortions.

Nathan Diament and William 
Galston contended the current 
threats are not unprecedented. Dia-
ment, executive director of public 
policy for the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America, 
pointed to a 1990 Supreme Court 
ruling as evidence for his argument. 
The high court’s decision in Em-

ployment Division v. Smith eradi-
cated long-standing protections for 
religious free exercise that required 
government to have a compelling 
interest and use the least restrictive 
means to abridge the right.

What about the federal govern-
ment’s treatment of Mormons in 
the 19th century or attempts in the 
early 20th century to ban parochial 
schools? asked Galston, senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution.

Gerard Bradley, law professor at 
Notre Dame University, told the 
audience, “The real question is: ‘In 
what way or ways is the threat today 
different and more serious than 
other threats?’”

There have been threats to re-
ligious liberty that have been as 
egregious, but “they’re old,” Brad-
ley said. “And we live in an era of 
much different ideas about religious 
freedom and the scope of the term 
‘religion.’”

The contraceptive/abortion 
mandate and other initiatives by the 
Obama administration reflect two 
recent judgments on religious free-
dom, Bradley said:

– Dissent on an “emerging ortho-
doxy” about contraception, same-
sex marriage and when life begins 
“is being increasingly identified” 
with religion. “It’s not reasonable to 
oppose contraception, but people 
do oppose contraception but they 
would be religious people. So that’s 
one thing in motion, a kind of mar-
ginalization of a certain set of view-
points.”

– “A body of people with certain 
moral views about controversial is-
sues like abortion, same-sex mar-
riage and contraception are being 
told by outsiders, ‘That’s your reli-
gion, whether you know it or not or 
whether you like to admit it or not, 
and your religion, your doctrine, the 
tenets of your religion, they’re not 
reasonable.”

Eddie Davis named
2012 Father of Year

LITTLE ROCK – Eddie Davis, 
48, a single father of three chil-
dren and member of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, has been named the 
Arkansas Baptist News Father of 
the Year for 2012.

Amanda Farris, Davis’ sister, 
nominated her brother.

“He did not set out to be a sin-
gle parent. His wife, Tammy, died 
in a tragic accident in December 
of 2003,” said Farris.

“During this hard time in 
his life, he became closer to the 
Lord and a stronger person. He 
is a rock for his children – always 
there at band concerts, baseball 
games, dance recitals. During his 
time of need, he never asked for 
help and was humbled when it 
poured in.”

Davis has been a youth Sunday 
school teacher at Geyer Springs 
for nearly 20 years, said Farris, 
who added, “When a need arises 
at the church, he is there to meet 
it – from being a shepherd for Eas-
ter to driving kids to camp.”

Farris said she not only has wit-
nessed Davis’ kindness, but has 
been on the receiving end.

“Not only does he teach the 
kids, but he leads by example. 
There are numerous stories where 
Eddie has helped someone in 
need, whether it be a physical or 
emotional need,” she said.

“I could go on and on about 
what he does, but what he de-
serves is  recognition – a godly 
man with a heart of a servant who 
not only talks about his faith, but 
lives it.”

Eddie Davis with his three children, from left:  Christina, 19; Joshua, 17; and Danielle, 14.

Bill Elton preaches from a flatbed trailer during Ashley County association’s  ‘open-air meeting.’

Philip Bowles preaches.
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Digest

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
LifeWay will use an amusement 
park theme for its 2013 vacation 
Bible school (VBS) resources – 
“Colossal Coaster World: Fac-
ing Fear, Trusting God.” The 
theme is based on 2 Timothy 1:7 
(HCSB): “For God has not given 
us a spirit of fearfulness, but one 
of power, love and sound judg-
ment.” Nearly 3 million chil-
dren, youth and adults register 
for VBS at 25,000-plus churches 
each year, which report nearly 
90,000 professions of faith in 
Christ.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

GORE
continued from page one

saying, ‘This is what the church says, 
and therefore we need to believe it,’ 
we (can) search the Scriptures and 
learn,” said Gore. “It doesn’t take a 
Ph.D. It takes someone who surren-
ders themselves to the Scriptures and 
prays to find the right answers.”

Gore started writing the column 
in 2001 following a request from 
Charlie Warren, former ABN editor. 

“The column was started because 
some readers thought it would be 
helpful to receive a bit more infor-
mation about what Baptists believe,” 
said Warren. “I thought the ques-
tion/answer approach would be a 
good way to do this.”

“I have always been impressed by 
Ken Gore from first hearing him 
preach the convention sermon (in 
2000). Since then, every visit with 
him and everything I heard about 
him reinforced that impression. So I 
asked him to do it, and he accepted,” 
Warren added.

Gore serves as chair of Christian 
ministries at Williams Baptist Col-
lege. He said some questions for the 
column come from students. 

“Most of the time, questions are 

Ken Gore relaxes in his office at Williams Baptist College. Photo by Leah Fender

generated in the classroom, and they 
are great questions that deserve a 
thorough answer. So I write about 
them in my column,” said Gore.

In addition, Gore regularly re-
ceives questions through email and 
church members. 

Gore said he enjoys writing the 
column and is blessed to write for 
the ABN. 

“For me, (writing the column) has 
been a great opportunity of Chris-

tian growth because it keeps me 
grounded in the Scriptures,” said 
Gore. “Trying to find the right thing 
to say in 305 words is not always easy, 
but it forces me to write a concise 
biblical answer.”

If you have a question for Gore, 
you may send them to ABN Editor 
Tim Yarbrough at tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org.

Contact Leah Fender at leah
@arkansasbaptist.org.

the curriculum in early fall. Volun-
teers are recruited in January.”

With so many lessons, songs and 
crafts to learn, it is wise to start early, 
said Ron Pierce, associate pastor of 
preschool/children at First Baptist 
Church, Cabot. 

“It takes months to plan out all 
the curriculum ideas, skits and deco-
rations – not to 
mention recruit-
ing all the need-
ed volunteers 
and leaders,” he 
said.

Why  do 
churches focus 
on summer pro-
grams like VBS, 
investing so 
many countless 
hours of staff 
and volunteer 
time year after 
year?

“This is an 
excellent way to 
minister to chil-
dren in the community, as well as 
our church,” said Day. “Each year 
we will have decisions made from 
children from the ages of 8 to 13 
that … decided to make the decision 
of their salvation during our VBS 
program.” 

Statistics say VBS has one of 
the greatest evangelistic impacts in 
Southern Baptist churches – with 
more than 25 percent of baptisms 
resulting directly from VBS, accord-
ing to Keith Tusing in the article “Is 
VBS dead? Or just not worth the 
trouble?” posted on the Creative 

Ministry Buzz website.
Additionally, VBS is an opportu-

nity for churches to reach beyond 
their own members, said Rodney 
Welsh, minister of students and 
youth at Heber Springs Baptist 
Church, Heber Springs.

“VBS is a way for the church to 
build a bridge to the community. 
We see kids from other churches, 
our kids and kids with no church 
home. It’s interesting that our kids 
are usually outnumbered,” said 

Welsh. 
To keep 

things interest-
ing, churches 
select unique 
themes each 
year. 

“The theme 
helps create 
e x c i t e m e n t 
and fun,” said 
Pierce. “It 
helps everyone 
think along 
the same lines 
and creates 
community.” 

Others pick 
a theme based 

on the frequency of use in the com-
munity. 

“Since most children in Heber 
(Springs) rotate to different VBS 
programs, we try to offer a variety 
based on what others are doing,” 
said Welsh. 

He added the church doesn’t al-
ways choose its VBS program based 
on theme alone.

“The theme is secondary. … We 
make sure the VBS package we 
choose has a solid Bible base, a topic 
we feel the kids will get into and lays 
a good foundation,” said Welsh. 

“We want to teach kids about 
Jesus,”  said Milholland. “That’s 
what it’s about.”

“The best part about VBS is that 
it’s not like school at all. The teach-
ers act out the stories, which makes 
it easy to remember, and every day 
we do something different,” said Ol-
ivia Bird. 

VBS workers have seen a number 
of changes to their programs over 
the years, according to Day. One 
of the major differences is the way 
music is used. 

“I still remember singing the tra-
ditional VBS songs – “This Little 
Light of Mine,” “The Wise Man 
Built His House Upon the Rock.” 
I don’t know if our children will 
remember the music, but they will 
remember the church family and 
friends that gave them kindness and 
taught them about God’s love. That 
has not changed.”

While today’s music isn’t tradi-
tional, today’s children still enjoy 
the songs and music perhaps more 
than any other element, said Wesley 
Bird. 

“My favorite part of VBS is the 
music,” he said. “It’s fun to learn 
Bible stories put to music, and I like 
the dances too.”

Regardless of the theme, songs, 
crafts or elaborate sets, the focus of 
VBS remains the same, says Paige 
Cate, children’s ministry associate at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock.

“As much as I love to organize and 
plan large events, all of that is noth-
ing compared to knowing that each 
year boys and girls, and sometimes 
their families, come to a relation-
ship with Christ,” said Cate.

Contact Leah Fender at leah
@arkansasbaptist.org.

SUMMER
continued from page one

LifeWay VBS theme:
Colossal Coaster World 

Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. – Fritz M. 
Wilson, disaster relief and recov-
ery team strategist for the Florida 
Baptist Convention since 2006, 
has been named executive direc-
tor of the North American Mis-
sion Board’s (NAMB) disaster re-
lief team. Wilson will work with 
NAMB’s disaster relief team lead-
er Mickey Caison through a time 
of transition. “Fritz brings many 
years of great experience and rela-
tionships throughout the disaster 
response network that will allow 
him to build on the outstanding 
foundation Mickey Caison has 
established over the years,” said 
NAMB President Kevin Ezell.

Fritz M. Wilson tapped
to lead disaster relief

SAN FRANCISCO (BP) – The 
question of whether states can 
– under the U.S. Constitution – 
define marriage as between a man 
and a woman could be headed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court after an 
appeals court declined to hear 
the widely followed Proposition 
8 case June 5.

Gay marriage question
headed to high court?

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – The 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC) trustee Execu-
tive Committee has terminated 
Richard Land’s weekly  call-in 
radio show – the venue where 
Land made comments about 
the Trayvon Martin killing that 
ignited intense controversy. The 
ERLC, led by Land since 1988, 
must “redouble our efforts … to 
heal re-opened wounds,” the ex-
ecutive committee said of Land’s 
on-air comments about the intru-
sion of politics into the case.

ERLC’s Richard Land
radio show cancelled
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Although I concur with your 
views on homosexuality (“The late, 
great United States of America” 
ABN, May 31), please consider:

The president took an oath to 
“preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.” 
He did not swear to preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Bible.

The president 
did not “endorse 
same-sex marriage 
as a way of life” 
as you stated. He 
endorsed “marriage 
equality” under the 
Constitution. He supported the 
right of same-sex couples to marry 
and be treated as equal citizens 
under the law. 

The Constitution of the United 
States is to be applied equally to 
all citizens. There is no provision 
to carve out a group on the basis 
of skin color, religious beliefs or 
sexual orientation or practice and 
deny them its equal rights and 
protections. Even in our Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag “and to the 

While I’m sure there are some 
folks who are turned away by what 
the SBC used to stand for,  I believe 
there are far more who know the 
SBC for what it has become – a 
body of Christ followers who be-

lieve the Bible 
and put their 
faith into action 
by helping people 
who are hurting.

Below are a few 
things that come 
to mind to illus-
trate.

– While South-
ern Baptists embraced slavery early 
in their history, the convention 
has since apologized for its stance. 
What’s more, it appears the con-
vention will elect Fred Luter as its 
first black president at this year’s 
meeting.

– Since the 1960s, Southern 
Baptists have built one of the larg-
est disaster relief organizations in 
North America – and are quick to 

I         have written in this space before  
about the dangers and challenges 

of name changes.
For the most part, particularly 

when it comes to religious entities, 
I don’t think name changes make 
all that much 
sense.

Soon after you 
read this  edition 
of the Arkansas 
Baptist News, mes-
sengers to the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention An-
nual Meeting in 
New Orleans will consider what is 
essentially a 21st century rebrand-
ing of the convention we all know 
and love.

Why do I get the feeling those 
recommending a new “descriptor” 
for the SBC feel the image of our 
convention is so tainted that some 
people don’t want to be Southern 
Baptist anymore – at least overtly.

Well, I choose to disagree.

SBC: Will a rebranding 
dilute our image?
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

respond in both the United States 
and across the world when natural 
disasters strike.

Much like the Gary Thomas car-
toon which accompanies this col-
umn, once we start monkeying with 
the name of the SBC, just where 
will it leave us and our identity? 

I don’t know one Southern Bap-

tist who opposes being identified 
with the Great Commission – it’s 
a matter of heritage and tradition 
that gets cast aside when a great de-
nomination such as the Southern 
Baptist Convention is rebranded 
into obscurity.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Presidential position republic for which it stands,” we 
pledge “liberty and justice for all.”

 There are many behaviors I 
don’t like and I think are contrary 
to the teachings of God’s Word, 
but they are not outlawed under 
the Constitution of this republic. 
The citizens who practice those 
things have as much right to prac-
tice them as I have to read my 
Bible, attend my church, worship 

God the way I be-
lieve He should be 
worshipped and 
practice the behav-
iors I believe are in 
harmony with my 
Bible.

 You and I don’t consider same-
sex marriage to be in harmony with 
biblical teachings, but that is not 
the president’s concern; the provi-
sions of the Constitution are! And 
if any president – or candidate 
– were to oppose upholding the 
provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States, I would certainly 
consider that sufficient reason to 
oppose his/her candidacy.

Bob Hartsell
Hot Springs

Great Commission Baptists?
This new name would only de-

scribe us as what we should hope 
to attain to. Why not call ourselves 
“Good, and Faithful Servant 
Baptists” or “Humble Baptists?” 
Or even “Sinners Saved By Grace 
Baptists” (the SSBGB convention)? 
But “Great Commission Baptists?” 
Only God can know if we’re ful-
filling the Great Commission. At 
least “Southern Baptist” accurately 
described something about us – our 
origin. Claiming anything as gran-
diose as Great Commission Bap-
tists may be presumptuous, if not 
arrogant. Yes, we have worked fairly 
hard at sending Baptists to the ut-
termost parts of the earth, but how 
good of a job have we really done 
at “teaching them to observe every-
thing” Christ taught His disciples, 
which is the often unmentioned, 
second portion of the Great Com-
mission Christ issued in Mathew 
28:19-20.

I’ve spent the vast part of my 54 
years in various Southern Baptist 
churches, and I’ve seen very few in-
dividuals who evidence having been 

taught even most things that Christ 
taught – much less everything. 
I’ve personally heard thousands of 
messages pleading for the handful 
of unbelievers in the congregation 
to “come to Christ,” with very few 
messages aimed at teaching the vast 
majority of congregational believers 
the deep meat of the Word. This 
may very well be why we have so 
many weak churches, full of weak 
believers, still feeding off milk and 
unable to consume the “pure meat 
of the Word,” with the same levels 
of divorce and all other forms of 
immorality as the world. If we’re 
so petrified of identifying ourselves 
with anything “Southern,” let’s at 
least identify ourselves with some-
thing we can claim to be true, like 
just “Baptists,” plain and simple, as 
we all still experience full water im-
mersion (I think?).

Jim Curlin
Ozark

Send letters to the editor to   
   tim@arkansasbaptist.org

Letters to the editor

Cartoon by Gary Thomas \
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A recent issue of SBC Life presented four articles 
on the Lord’s Supper. The articles advocated 

“closed communion” (participation is limited to 
members of the local church) and “close communion” 
(participation is limited to all believers who have been 
Scripturally baptized). The articles all reject what has 
been called “open communion.” In doing so, they are 
in agreement with Article VII of the Baptist Faith and 
Message.

If by “open communion” it is meant that the Lord’s 
Supper should be opened to everybody regardless of 
whether or not they are a Christian and whether or 
not they are walking with 
the Lord, I would reject that 
on the basis of the scriptural 
prohibitions against nonbe-
lievers and believers living 
in a state of defiance against 
God coming to the table (1 
Cor. 11:27-32). However, I 
believe in open communion, 
defined as allowing any person 
who has trusted in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior and is seek-
ing to walk with Him and bring 
his or her life under His lord-
ship to come to the Lord’s table.

I understand the rationales 
for closed and close commu-
nion. Even so, I would like to 
offer a rationale for the practice 
of our church – and of many 
other Southern Baptist Conven-
tion churches.

Open communion makes the 
door to the Lord’s table as wide 
as the door to heaven. The door 
to heaven is open to all who call 
on the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in repentance and faith (John 3:16; Romans 
10:9-10). There will be Christians in heaven who have 
a faulty view of baptism. They are our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and the Lord Jesus does not fence 
heaven off to them. 

Open communion honors the biblical doctrine of 
the universal church. The New Testament speaks of 
the church universally (i.e., all believers everywhere) 
in crucial passages like Matthew 16:18 (ESV) (“I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it”) and Ephesians 5:25 (ESV) (“Husbands, 
love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her”). “Church” refers here to all who 
have been saved by the blood of Christ. If Christ 
“loved the church and gave himself up for her,” then 
dare I not invite “the church” to come to the table at 
which we remember that giving up of Himself?

Open communion both remembers 
and anticipates. It looks back to the 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on the cross 
while also looking forward to the fu-
ture reconciliation of all believers in 
that time when Jesus will “present the 
church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blem-

ish” (Eph. 5:26-27, ESV). 
Open communion demonstrates the 

love that Christ has for all of His church, 
as well as fosters love between divided 
believers. I agree with John Bunyan, 
who received the anger of some of his 
fellow 17th century Baptists by holding 
to open communion: “Therefore I am 
for holding communion thus, because 
love, which above all things we are com-
manded to put on, is of much more 
worth than to break about baptism; Love 
is also more discovered when it receiveth 
for the sake of Christ and grace, than 
when it refuseth for want of water.”

Baptist churches have the freedom to 
practice closed, close or open commu-
nion. Like John Bunyan, C.H. Spurgeon 

and others, I have embraced the third option and 
gladly invite all who have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb to come, remember and celebrate.

Wyman Richardson is pastor of Central Baptist Church 
in North Little Rock.

Summer is here again. Honestly, it is the time of 
year that ties me into knots. As Dickens would say, 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” 
Summer frustrates pastors for the obvious reason – the 
church goes on vacation. Attendance is down. Giving 
is down. Workers are sporadic due to summer sched-
ules. Summer works to “unanchor” spiritually many 
Christians. Moreover, Satan does not take the summer 
off. Instead, he takes advantage 
of this spiritual unanchoring to 
wreak havoc in the lives of believ-
ers. 

Summer has with it blessings 
as well. It is the setting for three 
dynamic spiritual events: vacation 
Bible school (VBS) (the BEST 
week of the year), children’s camp 
and student ministry camps, such 
as Super Summer. These are wa-
tershed moments in the lives of children and students. 
Many will come to know Christ in those weeks. Our 
kids get a chance to fall in love with Jesus, experience 
Christian fellowship at its best and grow significantly 
under the influence of a spiritually focused week. The 
impact in relationships, spiritual growth and connec-
tions to the church is eternal.  

While I feel the same summer frustration, I want to 
encourage you to make the best of the summer. 

First, seize the opportunities presented and build 
around them. Program the weeks around VBS and get 
the most out of it. Have the kids sing in church after 

VBS. Use testimonies from workers and students from 
VBS and the camps. Make plans now to prayer walk 
your campus before and during VBS. Engage prayer 
partners for kids while at camp. Ask parents to gather 
for prayer on Wednesday during camp. Capitalize on 
the dynamic things that happen in these areas for great 
spiritual gains. 

Second, find creative ways to reconnect your church 
family from time to time during the 
summer. For example, plan one-
time events strategically during each 
month. Use a special Sunday, the 
Fourth of July, an ice cream or wa-
termelon party and other events to 
keep some connection. This will help 
reduce the unanchoring effect of sum-
mer. Plan a summer sermon series 
that is interesting and joyful. Ask the 
congregation to vote on their favorite 

Bible stories, Old Testament characters or Bible verses 
and preach the list during the summer. This summer 
I will preach the story of Esther. Folks will stay inter-
ested even when they miss. It also adds energy to the 
service on Sundays when attendance is down. 

Finally, pray hard throughout the summer. God’s 
hands are not tied in June. Folks come to Christ even 
in July. Be encouraged – with some creativity and 
answered prayers, this summer could be the best your 
church has ever known.   

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Baptists Ask
What is “second blessing?” 

My friend believes that God 
will heal me if I pray for the 

“second blessing.” What does she 
mean?

The second blessing doctrine 
is prevalent among many Chris-
tian denominations. Simply 
stated, it is a second work of 
God’s grace that comes after an 
individual becomes a Christian.

Second blessing theology 
originated dur-
ing John Wes-
ley’s Method-
ist movement 
of the 1700s. 
Wesley’s ser-
mons focused 
on two beliefs: 
First, only 
God’s grace 
could save; 
second, Christians should show 
evidence of their salvation 
experience through holy liv-
ing. Just as the first Christians 
experienced the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 
2), Wesley believed this experi-
ence, either gradually or instan-
taneously, should come to all 
believers.

In time, various Christian 
groups emphasized the second 
blessing differently. In the mid-
1800s, the Holiness Movement 
forwarded the thought that the 
presence of the Holy Spirit cre-
ates Christian perfection – in 
which the Christian no longer 
sins. In the early 1900s, the 
Pentecostal Movement empha-
sized the “baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.” This “baptism” would 
manifest itself in various ways, 
most notably in the gifts of 
healing and tongues.

Baptists do not follow 
second blessing theology for 
several reasons. Though most 
charismatic denominations 
believe that the Holy Spirit 
appears later in a Christian’s 
life, Baptists believe that He 
is present immediately upon 
salvation. Furthermore, second 
blessing theology emphasizes 
what Christians experience or 
feel, rather than who Chris-
tians are. Christian perfection 
is an aim for the believer, but 
it is not possible in this life (1 
John 1:8-10). Finally, spiritual 
gifts are given to all believers, 
but no spiritual gift is given to 
every believer (1 Cor. 12). The 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
is available to every Christian. 
He is proof that the person is 
saved, and His presence sancti-
fies Christians and calls them 
to holy living. What Wesley 
hoped for in every Christian is 
assured for every believer.

Ken Gore is chair of the Wil-
liams Baptist College department 
of Christian studies.

Gore

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

Summer month frustrations

viewPoint

Wyman Richardson
Central Baptist Church

North Little Rock

The question of close(d) communion
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – Wireless Inter-
net. Telephone. Washing machine 
and dryer. 

It’s not what one might expect to 
find in a Third World country. But 
that’s exactly what can be found at 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion’s (ABSC) compound in Leo-
gane, Haiti.

On top of these amenities, the 
showers are pressurized with treated 
water, the bathrooms have flush-
ing toilets, a computer and printer 
are available and the dorms are air-
conditioned. The food served is safe, 
and 5-gallon bottles of safe drinking 
water are trucked in and served out 
of coolers.

“God has blessed us with clean 
bathrooms and showers, good food 
and clear water and a Haitian team 
that loves us,” summed up Bob 
Fielding, ABSC missions ministries 
team member and Haiti project co-
ordinator.

Fielding explained some of the 
safety aspects of the compound.

“It is a walled compound, one 
mile from the local United Nations 
(U.N.) Army base, and also patrolled 
regularly by the police,” he said. “We 
also have a night watchman, and Pas-
tor Abraham (Roody) Joseph lives 
there as well.”

Joseph, the ABSC’s partner in 
Haiti, said there is also a U.N. unit 
less than a quarter mile from the 
compound and explained that the 
units serve as a shelter in case of a 
disaster. 

On such an occasion, anyone 
with a U.S. passport could go to the 
U.N. facility and would be the first 
evacuated.

He also said the ABSC has a con-
tract with Doctors Without Borders 
in case of a medical emergency.

However, though these precau-

tions are in place, they are generally 
not needed.

“As a percentage, our sick and 
injured are very, very few,” Fielding 
said.

The ABSC compound is owned 
by the Joseph family. 

“It was always my mother’s wish 
to have this property used as a mis-
sion field,” said Joseph. “And so it 
was almost a no-brainer, and my 
father just agreed to allow (the) Ar-
kansas Baptist convention to set up 
shop there.”

Fielding explained the impor-
tance of having a compound in the 
area as a base for teams.

Haitian women spend time in the Arkansas Baptist State Convention compound’s kitchen. At least 12 Haitians are employed each week to work on the 
compound and with the Arkansas Baptist teams that come to minister in the country. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Compound benefits Americans, Haitians

“The Leogane area was near the 
epicenter of the quake,” he said. 
“Lots of the buildings in the area 
were destroyed. There is no place in 
the area that could house us. Having 
a base there is a huge asset.”

But the partnership with the 
ABSC is of benefit to the Haitian 
community as well.

“The advantages are just more 
than I can list,” said Joseph. “We’re 
doing something that we believe 
we owe to this entire country. My 
dad (has worked) as a local pastor 
for nearly 40 years now, and we’ve 
always wanted to see Haiti evange-
lized.”

Joseph explained they are also 
able to feed hungry people since 
the staff cooks three times a day and 
there are often leftovers. They are a 
help to the economy through all the 
food and fuel they purchase. And 
they employ at least 12 people each 
week on the compound.

“I’m living out my dream because 
I believe this is all part of my training 
ground to where God is leading me 
in the future,” said Joseph. “So this 
is preparing me for a much greater 
work to be done right here in Haiti 
in the future.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – Dozens of kids 
singing, playing, praying and learn-
ing about God. It sounds a lot like 
p r o g r a m s 
found weekly 
in Arkan-
sas Baptist 
churches, but 
in fact, it’s 
not even in 
the United 
States.

It is a 
scene from a 
Kids Club – 
a Christian 
program for 
children in Haiti.

“Kids Clubs are an American-
inspired, Haitian-born ministry 

Kids Clubs expand, reach future generation of Haitians
reaching about 900 children a week 
in nine locations with Bible stories, 
recreation and children’s music,” 
said Bob Fielding, Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) missions 
ministries team member and Haiti 

project co-
ordinator.

He said 
the ABSC 
is able to 
help the 
clubs by 
providing 
meals for 
the chil-
dren at 
each meet-
ing. The 
ABSC has 

also established a curriculum to aid 
in teaching the children. 

“We are on the ground floor of 

helping the Haitian churches in the 
area we serve gain a concept of chil-
dren’s ministry – something that 
has not existed in the past,” Field-
ing said.

Pastor Laguerre Denis, who start-
ed the Kids Clubs, said he had the 
idea prior to the 2010 earthquake, 
but the idea “died out” when the 
quake hit. 

The concept was revived after an 
Arkansas mission team comprised 
of members from Southside Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart, and Faith Baptist 
Church, DeWitt, came in April 2011 
and passed out school supplies and 
clothing to children. 

Denis noticed how long the chil-
dren wore the clothing and realized 
how poor they really were.

So he decided he wanted “not 
only to teach them about God, (but) 
to help them change their lives so-

cially” because they would be the 
generation to replace him. 

“They will also replace the lead-
ers that we now have,” he said. “If 
we don’t seek out a way for God to 
transform their lives while they’re 
small, there will be no hope for 
Haiti ever.”

Thus, the first Kids Club began. 
The church began feeding the chil-
dren something at the meetings, but 
the available funds soon ran out. So 
Denis came to the conclusion that 
he would have to discontinue the 
club because they could not spend 
three hours with the children and 
not feed them something.

Roody Joseph, the ABSC’s part-
ner in Haiti, encouraged him that 
God would provide, and God did 
just that. 

See KIDS page 9
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – Junia Martial 
was alone when the 2010 earthquake 
hit Haiti, and all she saw was the 
house coming down around her. She 
heard someone asking if she was OK. 
She had survived, but her legs had 
been crushed. Later, both legs were 
amputated. But she lost more than 
her legs as a result of the earthquake 
– she lost her father as well. After 
the quake, she lived in a hut made of 
plastic sheets, sticks, tarp and palm 
fronds. 

But in September 2010, some-
thing changed – a team of Arkansas 
Baptists left their own homes in the 
United States and came to Haiti to 
build her a permanent house. 

Martial said her heavenly Father 
sent her those brothers to build her 
a home. 

Forty-nine others like her also re-
ceived permanent housing through 
the efforts of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) and its 
churches. 

out of the country before and that 
“Haiti was the last on my list.”

“I didn’t mind helping where I 
could financially, but never would 
I (have) thought I would come here 
and start doing this,” he said.

He said he probably would have 
rationalized that he could send 
money, but that God had enough 
people in Haiti and didn’t need him 
personally present.

“I was wrong because not only did 
He want me here, but He was ready 
to use me,” Joseph said.

Due to a delay in the process while 
he was in Haiti, he remained in the 
country longer than expected. 

“So … I said, ‘Lord, You know 
what? If this is where You’re going to 
have me planted for now, I am going 
to bloom,’” Joseph said.

Then, after the 2010 earthquake 
hit Haiti, Joseph teamed up with 
the ABSC to help the mission teams 
that travel to Haiti. Bob Fielding, 
ABSC missions ministries team 
member and Haiti project coordina-
tor, shared the benefit Joseph has 
been to the convention during the 
last couple years.

“Roody lived in Florida for 20 
years so he knows our culture and 
Haitian culture,” Fielding said. “He 
has been God’s man to help us 
bridge the gap with the culture and 
the local believers.”

He has offered “a sense of safety 
and consistency,” said Fielding. 

“When a team with zero experi-
ence goes to Haiti, they have Roody’s 
picture,” Fielding said. “He meets 
them at the airport ... with a Haitian 
accented but fluent English – down 

Continued from page one
HAITI a prison that is modeled to really 

help people (be) rehabilitated. That 
is going to take hearts to change 
for that to happen. So that’s what’s 
going on right now,” he explained.

And he said Arkansas Baptists are 
playing a role in this.

“(They are) living it out in front of 
the Haitians – teaching discipleship, 
loving on them, letting them know, 
... ‘We want to help you; we want 
to hold your hands; we want 
to walk with you; we want to 
help you.’ The personal 
side of the gospel is what 
Arkansas Baptists are 
helping with – the 
one-on-one disciple-
ship,” said Joseph.

“This is a very 
touching coun-
tr y,” he 
said. “God 
is working 
here. Peo-
ple can be 
a big part 
of this if 
they con-

tinue to send teams.” 
Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas Baptists provide housing in Haiti
One of those 49 was Antoine 

Volcy, who said he was living in 
tents before he received a permanent 
house from the ABSC. He said it is 
by God’s grace that he received it.

“If I didn’t get this house, I would 
be just like everybody else out on 
the street because up to even now I 
cannot even provide anything better. 
This is it,” he said.

Bob Fielding, ABSC missions 
ministries team member and Haiti 
project coordinator, said the houses 
were built specifically for amputees 
and the elderly – people who do not 
have the ability to build a home for 
themselves.

Each house is 12 feet by 12 feet 
and is bolted to a concrete slab. They 
include windows, a porch and a door 
with a lock. The shells for the struc-
tures were donated by Samaritan’s 
Purse and then were modified by Ar-
kansas Baptists.

Fielding explained that the 
ABSC was instrumental in provid-
ing about 2,040 temporary homes 
after the earthquake. Roody Joseph, 
who serves as the ABSC’s partner 

in Haiti, rented seven tracts of land 
where temporary shelters from Sa-
maritan’s Purse were placed. Fami-
lies were allowed to stay on the land 
for a year before leaving with their 
temporary homes.

Fielding explained he and Joseph 
realized 8-10,000 people were living 
in the temporary homes “just wait-
ing to get saved and to later take the 
gospel back 
to their vil-
lages and 
towns.” For 
that reason, 
the ABSC 
held church 
p l a n t i n g 
training in 
November 
2010.

“There is no telling how many 
missionaries we sent out when the 
land leases expired in the summer 
and fall of 2011,” Fielding said.

As for permanent housing, the 
ABSC has met its goal of building 
50 homes and is now focusing more 
on the evangelism, church planting 

and training aspects of ministry. 
However, one church – First Bap-
tist Church, Harrison – felt called 
to continue the building projects 
on their own by building two per-
manent homes funded by their own 
church each year.

 “Our church isn’t big enough to 
do everything, but we can do some-
thing,” said Pastor Rob Davis.

Fielding said the 
ABSC’s permanent 
housing ministry 
was a witness to the 
communities and 
resulted in many 
salvations. 

“People saw our 
teams coming down 
to build houses for 
amputees and the 

elderly,” Fielding said. “The obvious 
question from their perspective was, 
‘Why?’ The answer was, “‘Jesus.’”

To view a slideshow of permanent 
houses and the stories behind them, 
visit www.arkansasbaptist.org. 

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Roody Joseph serves as the Arkansas Baptist State Convention’s partner in Haiti.

to our American idioms. He under-
stands our culture and our folks and 
helps our folks understand his cul-
ture. This saves team members from 
making lots of mistakes and creates 
an atmosphere of trust and consis-
tency. God has blessed us beyond 
measure with a man like this.”

But being away from his home 
and his family – his wife and four 
children remain in the United States 
– has not been easy for Joseph. He 
describes it as “the worst thing that 
could happen to you.” 

“But as unfortunate as that has 
been, it has been the greatest accom-
plishment of my life,” he said.

“My testimony really has been how 
God can use just even the unfortu-
nate things in your life as a stepping 
stone because I have to admit that I 
(have) never been any calmer, more 
at peace and fulfilled in my entire 
life than this time here,” he said.

He said his work with the ABSC 
is allowing him to live his dream. He 
said he hopes to see Haiti discipled 
within the next couple years. 

“Haiti’s evangelized – they know 
about God; they know about Jesus,” 
he explained. “So I want to see Haiti 
living out their faith, walking the 
walk, where the church becomes 
a vital part of the society. By 2014, 
I hope to see that happen. I want 
to see the kids being reached out 
to through Kids Club all over this 
country.”

Eventually, he hopes to be able to 
create job opportunities for Haitians. 
But for now, he said he believes “the 
basics are being taken care of.”

“Hearts (have) got to (be) touched 
and changed before you see the ac-
tual change, before you see clean 
streets, before you see governments 
that are functioning, before you see 
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Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – When a team 
from First Baptist Church, Lavaca, 
traveled to Haiti in October 2010, 
their purpose was to evangelize. But 
they returned to the United States 
with a burden for children.

It is a concern that the whole 
church has since adopted. 

Lead Pastor Tony Buchanan 
shared that during the team’s trip, 
Roody Joseph, the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s (ABSC) partner 
in Haiti, took them to an orphanage 
“and something about that day stole 
their hearts.”

“You could tell when they got back 
and we allowed them to share their 
mission report that there was just 
... something different about the re-
port; there was something different 
about the attitude,” said Buchanan. 
“And I see that as God was making 
an introduction to us to these kids. 
... There was just a burden there that 
I had not seen before.”

So, the church began sending 
teams to Haiti about once a month 
to purchase food for the children at 
the orphanage. 

“They have not sent money to 
buy food – not one time,” said Jo-
seph. “They have come down ... and 

First Baptist, Lavaca, establishes children’s home
ministered every month to the kids 
at the orphanage. So this is greater 
than I could imagine, and to be a 
part of that is very special.”

Through the process, as the 
church cared physically for the chil-
dren, the children began to get to 
know the church and its members.

In turn, the church “began to fall 
in love with the kids,” Buchanan 
said. And the church began to feel 
God urging them to do something 
more.

“We just felt that the Lord was 
calling us to figure out how to build 
a children’s home,” said Buchanan. 

That calling is becoming a reality 
as First Baptist establishes Hope Ris-
ing Children’s Home. Once estab-
lished, Buchanan said they hope to 
both educate the children and teach 
them a vocational trade.

But the children’s home is not 
only about the children – it’s about 
the community as well. Buchanan 
said a “key part” is for it to “be a 
doorway whereby we could enter the 
country with the gospel.”

“We felt God was calling us to 
the country and that this children’s 
home could be used to care for kids, 
... but it also gave us a long-term in-
volvement with training kids, edu-
cating kids (and) making disciples of 
kids who would understand their re-

sponsibility to reproduce themselves 
so that we could raise – just a few 
at a time – a generation of Haitian 
kids who had an understanding of 
the gospel and disciple-making and 
reproducing themselves and church 
planting and those types of things,” 
explained Buchanan. “This is not 
just something we’re trying to do for 
a few kids. We see this as an avenue 
to take the gospel to the whole coun-
try.”

The church plans to design the 
children’s home in such a way as to 
invite in the community. They plan 
to have a church on the property and 
to have a well with clean water just 
outside the compound wall. They 
hope both these tactics will draw the 
community to them.

“We really see this as reaching 
hundreds of people with the gos-
pel,” Buchanan said.

Matt and Cara Smithson, mem-
bers of First Baptist, saw the whole 
thing begin. They were on the Octo-
ber 2010 mission trip that sparked 
their church to action. But God 
used the mission trip to work in 

their hearts as well. The couple and 
their three children are currently in 
the process of moving to Haiti to op-
erate the new children’s home.

“We want to raise up kids that 
are adding to and building the Hai-
tian society,” Matt Smithson said. 
“We want to have them instructed 
and learned so that they are able to 
make Haiti a better place. ... We feel 
like so much of that goes right along 
with biblical values of stewardship 
and commitment to Christ and just 
what Jesus has taught us about lov-
ing others.”

Like Buchanan, he said reaching 
the community and discipleship are 
goals as well.

But he wants the Haitians to be 
more than just educated and reli-
gious – he wants them to have a rela-
tionship with Christ.

“Supplying an education, love 
and sense of family are all great as 
well, but it all must rest on a rela-
tionship with Jesus,” he said.

Bob Fielding, ABSC missions 

Cara and Matt Smithson, members of First Baptist Church, Lavaca, are in the process of moving their 
family to Haiti to operate Hope Rising Children’s Home. 

See HOME page 15
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Continued from page 6

Kids

Currently, provisions for the 
meals at each Kids Club meeting 
come from the ABSC Haiti fund, 
said Fielding. 

Nadine Volcy serves as a supervi-
sor for the clubs. She explained each 
meeting is three hours long and 
structured in multiple parts. Along 
with having time for a lesson, play-
ing, singing and praying, they teach 
the children behavior and man-
ners and how to live at home and 
behave in school. They even have a 
“cultural” time, which can include 
skits, poetry, theater and learning 
how to sing and speak in front of 
an audience. They also seek out 
talents among the students so they 
can teach other students as they get 
older.

Denis said they are noticing lead-
ers among the children in the area, 
and some children are even reaching 
out to their peers. 

But more than just children are 
being affected. 

“We are reaching adults in the 
community because we are teach-
ing their children,” Denis said. This 
happens through children sharing 
the gospel with their parents and 
through home visitations by teach-
ers.

“As a matter of fact, this commu-

nity cannot be reached by just going 
and word to mouth and saying ac-
cept Christ,” he said. “We’ve actu-
ally been showing the love of Christ 
in action through the children in 
front of the community.”

Rodrigue Laguerre is one parent 
who sees the benefit of Kids Clubs. 
He has two children who come to 
the club. He said they learn at the 
club about the Bible, as well as 
about hygiene and about being a 
good citizen and a good Christian, 
which is why he sends his children 
to the club. This is a help to him as 
a working parent.

Denis said one of the goals of 
Kids Clubs is to teach children to be 
good citizens. 

“And we were trying to do that 
by utilizing God’s Word, implement-
ing godly principles to teach them 
how to become good citizens, but 
yet reaching them for Christ and 
through love of the family and teach-
ing them how to respect their par-
ents,” he said. 

Denis sees a bright future for Kids 
Clubs. 

“We hope that (these) Kids Club 
activities could extend throughout 
the whole country and you could see 
Haiti change inside out, and also we 
hope that throughout the Kids Club 
we can strengthen God’s church 
throughout not just this community, 
but the entire country,” he said.

He said his desire is for the Kids 
Clubs to produce strong leaders for 

Haiti because a lack of good leaders 
has been one of the country’s strug-
gles from the beginning. Children 
in Kids Clubs “will have the basic 
fundamentals that they need to be 
good leaders because they are rooted 
already in Christ.” 

Joseph pointed to the value of 
Kids Clubs. 

“They are so important because if 
you reach this generation right now, 
then you’re going to avoid what 
you’re seeing here today,” he said. 

“They are the future of Haiti, and 
a new Haiti will emerge when this 
generation growing up has learned 

Rodrigue Laguerre and his daughter stand in front of the first Kids Club location. Laguerre sends his 
daughter to Kids Club so she can learn about the Bible and how to be a good Christian, as well as 
about subjects like hygiene and being a good citizen. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

different ways of doing things and 
learned that the freedom they have 
in Christ can be shown in the gov-
ernments (and) in the schools,” he 
said. “You (will) have different police 
officers, you (will) have a different 
president, you (will) have different 
pastors, people that can surrender 
to Christ and help this country back 
the way that God intended it – be-
cause if you don’t reach out to them 
now, then we’ll be doing the same 
thing we’re doing with the adults 
today.”  

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Attention Pastors

“God has been using David Hanna Ministries to reach countless numbers 
of lost people across the country.”  ~ Pastor Brad Harris

Call NOW to schedule your 2012 revival meetings with 
Southern Baptist Evangelist David Hanna

(318) 932-3433 / (318) 286-3433
davidhannaministries.com

Ephesians 4:11

CHURCH SECURITY

An Arkansas insurance agency 
representing the Brotherhood Mutual 

and GuideStone Financial 
Services alliance. 

Since 1960, James Greene & Associates 
has been “Serving Those 

That Serve Others”.

Please call 1 (800) 422-3384 for your 
church insurance quote or visit our 

website at jamesgreeneins.com

Q Will I be the only hospice patient 
that the hospice staff serves?
Each patient has access to a 
hospice volunteer, registered 
nurse, social worker, home 
health aide, and chaplain. This 
team of people is called the 
interdisciplinary team. For 
each patient and family,  the 
interdisciplinary team writes a 
care plan that is used to make sure 
the patient and family receive the 
care they need from the team.

Is hospice available after hours?
Hospice care is available “on-call” 
after the administrative office 
has closed, seven days a week, 24 
hours a day.

Providing Care In:
Hospital  Primary Residence  Nursing     

Home Little Rock Inpatient Center

501-221-3338
2200 S. Bowman   Little Rock, AR 72211

www.hospicehomecare.com

A

Q
A

Hot Springs
501-321-4014

Pine Bluff
870-540-0727

Monticello
870-367-9008

Searcy
501-279-7955

Conway
501-336-9172

Providing care in a 50-mile radius around each location.

Expert provides tips

Kurt Hetherington 
James Greene & Associates

WHEN I FIRST started working 
with churches on their risk manage-
ment and insurance nearly 20 years 

Protect your church against violence
ago, one of the critical issues was 
sexual abuse. At first, church leaders 
were reluctant to do anything about 
it because they didn’t want to upset 
anybody or “rock the boat.”  I often 
would hear, “That would never hap-

pen here.” Unfortunately, in some 
cases, it did happen. Thankfully, 
churches and ministries over the 
years have realized the importance 
of having an effective policy in place 
in order to reduce the risk of sexual 
abuse. 

Today, violence in the church is 
on the rise, and churches once again 
must take action. Former U.S. Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice 
said in 2007, “Places of worship are 
‘behind the curve, compared to the 
secular world, in terms of security 
and emergency preparedness.’”  

Carl Chinn, a nationally rec-
ognized authority on violence in 
churches, said there have been more 
than 550 incidents of violence at 
faith-based institutions since 1999. 
Sadly, violence in churches contin-
ues to trend upward. 

It is essential for churches to de-
velop a strategy to protect against 
violent acts. 1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be of 
sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour.”  

There is an enemy, and we must 
be prepared. To help your church, 
consider the following:

– Start today. Getting started can 

be the most difficult step, but take 
that first step. Find qualified people 
in your church willing to serve, and 
start asking questions. 

What would we do if a gunman 
came into our church?  

What if a noncustodial parent 
came into our nursery and asked for 
their child?  

What would we do if one of our 
staff members was confronted by a 
hostile or unstable person?

– Harden the target. Have you 
purposely limited the number of ac-
cess points (doors for example) to 
the church?  Do you regularly and at 
different intervals patrol your park-
ing lots and buildings for suspicious 
activity? Have you asked your local 
law enforcement or church insur-
ance risk manager to do an “inspec-
tion” of your buildings, offering sug-
gestions for security improvements?

– Don’t reinvent the wheel.
Seek resources from your church 
insurance provider. Contact other 
churches or ministries in your area 
and gather insight and information 
from those that already have security 
policies and procedures in place. 

Kurt Hetherington is vice president 
of sales and marketing for James Greene 
& Associates.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
North Main Church in Sheridan is seeking a full-time 

senior pastor. Resumes may be sent to firechapln@
aol.com or North Main Baptist Church, 707 North Main 
Street, Sheridan, AR 72150.

Northvale Baptist Church, Harrison, is seeking a bi-
vocational senior pastor, preferably someone fa-
miliar with our area. Email questions@northvalebaptist.
com or 310 Adams Street, Harrison, AR 72601.

Seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
Search Committee, Temple Baptist Church, 5100 S. 31st 
St., Fort Smith, AR 72901. 479-646-1241.

First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, is seeking a full-time 
senior pastor. For information or to submit resumes, 
email hgreen@seark.net or mail to First Baptist Church, 
6501 S. Hazel St., Pine Bluff, AR 71603.

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is prayerfully seek-
ing a full-time senior pastor after the retirement of 
our pastor of 23 years. Resumes may be emailed to fbc-
morrilton@suddenlinkmail.com or sent to FBC Morrilton, 
Pastor Search Committee, 200 E. Church St., Morrilton, 
AR 72110. 

First Baptist Church, Alton, Mo., is seeking full-time 
pastor. Location in a rural south Missouri county seat 

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS MISCELLANEOUS

Do you need a church pianist? Try our piano 
CDs for churches to sing by! Hymns, patriotic, gospel, 
choruses, etc. – Worship Service Resources, 1-877-
977-6800. Free demo! Special church pricing! www.
wsrpianocds.com.

Central Baptist Church of Pine Bluff is seeking a full-
time minister of youth and recreation. Please 
send resumes to P.O. Box 20336, White Hall, AR 71612-
0336 or to cbcpastor@cablelynx.com.

Gosnell Baptist Church of Blytheville is seeking a full-
time music and youth minister. Send resume to 
Gosnell Baptist Church, 603 Highway 181, Blytheville, 
AR 72315.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-
time or full-time music minister. Send resume to 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 72024.

Park Hill Baptist, Arkadelphia, is seeking full-time 
youth minister. Send resumes to parkhillbaptist@
gmail.com. 

Central Baptist Association is receiving resumes for 
the associational missionary position. Resumes 
should be sent to Central Baptist Association, 928 W. 
South Street, Benton, AR 72015, Attn: Search Committee. 
Resumes will be accepted through July 3, 2012.

Central Baptist Church, Bald Knob, is prayerfully seek-

Available
40 years experience, semi-retired, 
blind SBC Pastor for pulpit supply, 

special events & short term interim 
within 50 miles of Augusta AR, and 

revivals anywhere.

Earl Jones at 
stormy_preacher@yahoo.com

870-347-7407

HOUSE FOR SALE IN LITTLE ROCK

2-bedroom (large), plenty of closet space,  
1 bath, living room, dining room, modern 

kitchen, laundry room, one-car garage 
with work area and lots of shelf space 
for storage, shaded brick patio, 6 feet 

fenced, nicely shaded back yard. Close to 
UALR, UAMS, I-630, shopping. . .recently 

painted, newly refinished hardwood 
floors. Refrigerator, washer, and dryer 

stay; very clean, move-in ready. $82,900 - 
for sale by owner (Baptist family). Shown 
by appointment. 1201 S. Fillmore (corner 

lot - Fair Park area) 

Please call Elizabeth:  
(501) 554-2799 for more information.

town. Send resume to First Baptist Church, Box 187, Al-
ton, MO 65606 or wjwynn44@yahoo.com.

ing a part-time secretary (Monday-Thursday, 8am-
4pm). If interested, please send resume to Central Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 226, Bald Knob, AR 72010.

Harlan Park Baptist Church in Conway is seeking a bi-
vocational minister of music, pursuing a blended 
worship style. Send resume with references to the church 

at 1895 Dave Ward Drive, Conway, AR 72034 or email to 
garynmitchell@hotmail.com.

OBU center donates children’s books
ARKADELPHIA – The Ben M. 
Elrod Center for Family and Com-
munity at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity recently donated more than 
150 new books to Ascent Children’s 
Health Services in Arkadelphia to 
fulfill a need for books for preschool 
children enrolled there.

“Meeting the needs of children 
in our city is a high priority for 
the Elrod Center,” said Ian Cosh, 
Ouachita vice president for commu-
nity and international engagement.

“We recognize the importance 
of reading in the development of 
a child and are pleased to provide 

books that will bring hours of joy to 
the children being served.”

Jan Bass, coordinator of public 
school initiatives; Diane Runyan, 
administrative assistant at the Elrod 
C e n t e r ; 
and Tay-
ler Koller, 
s t u d e n t 
p r o g r a m 
a s s i s t a n t ; 
d e l i v e r e d 
the books 
to Brianna 
Hardaway, 
A s c e n t ’ s 
early child-
hood co-
ordinator. 
Cindy Me-
ador is the 
new director 
of Ascent.

“We look 
forward to 
de l iver ing 
this gift of 
books each 
year,” Bass 
noted. “It is our pleasure to see the 
eager acceptance of books by chil-
dren who really appreciate having a 
book of their own to take home.

“This is the eighth consecutive 
year that funding through the Elrod 
Center made it possible for the 
center to provide these books,” she 
added. “We purchase board books 
suitable for babies and toddlers, as 
well as sturdy paperback books for 
the older preschoolers.”

“Ascent Children’s Health Ser-
vices would like to thank the Elrod 
Center for providing books for our 
children,” Hardaway said. “It was 
amazing to see the look on each 

child’s face 
when they 
r e a l i z e d 
they could 
pick their 
own book 
and bring it 
home with 
them.

“ N o t 
only did we 
get enough 
books for 
each child 
in our fa-
cility, but 
there are 
plenty more 
for each 
c l a s s room 
to have ex-
tras,” Hard-
away added. 
“This was 

a wonderful gift, and our children 
loved the surprise.”

Ouachita Baptist University es-
tablished the Ben M. Elrod Center 
for Family and Community in 1997 
to encourage, coordinate and facili-
tate public service, volunteerism and 
community engagement throughout 
the state and region. For more infor-
mation about the programs of the 
Elrod Center, call 870-245-5320 or 
visit www.obu.edu/elrod.

ABN classifieds reach statewide audience!
No other source targets Arkansas Baptist churches like a classi-

fied ad does in the Arkansas Baptist News. 

Contact Nelle O’Bryan today! 
501-376-4791, ext. 5155; toll-free in Arkansas: 800-838-2272

Children receive books.
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Obituaries

Roy I. Cain, 78, of Huntsville, 
died May 27 at the 
Veterans Healthcare 
System of the Ozarks 
in Fayetteville. Born 
in Kingston, he 
served as a pastor for 
more than 30 years. 
Churches he served 

included Kingston First Southern 
Baptist Church, Kingston, and Cal-
vary Baptist Church, Huntsville. He 
was a veteran of the Korean War, 
serving in the U.S. Army. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 57 years, Mary 
Lou Yancey Cain; one daughter; one 
son; five siblings; six grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren. Funer-
al services were held May 30 in the 
chapel of Brashears Funeral Home 
in Huntsville. Burial took place in 
the Lower Campground Cemetery 
in Kingston.

Wayne Eugene Ward, 90, of 
Louisville, Ky., died 
May 23. A native of 
Piggott, he served as 
a prominent attor-
ney, circuit judge and 
teacher in Arkansas. 
He attended Ouach-
ita Baptist College 

(now Ouachita Baptist University) 
and served in the U.S. Navy. He 
served as interim pastor at various 
churches, including Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Mary Ann 
Heath Ward; two brothers; and one 
sister. He is survived by two sons; 
one daughter; four grandchildren; 
and one great-grandson. Funeral ser-
vices were held May 26 at Shannon 
Funeral Home in Shelbyville, Ky., 
and May 27 at Crescent Hill Bap-
tist Church in Louisville, Ky. Burial 
took place at Cave Hill Cemetery in 
Louisville, Ky.

On the move
Rick Hyde has completed his 

term as interim pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Paragould.

Jason Treadaway is serving as 
senior pastor on the staff of First 
Baptist Church, Paragould, coming 
there from Danbury Baptist Church 
in Danbury, Texas, where he served 
as pastor.

First Baptist Church, Crossett, 
will host Testify in concert at 6 p.m. 
June 24.

Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock, coordinated the collection of 233 
boxes of Bibles weighing 7,467 pounds 
for the Arkansas Bible Project, a Park Hill-
initiated project with the purpose of get-
ting unused Bibles into circulation. Bibles 
were donated by churches and ministries 
across Arkansas.

Arkansas Bible Project

Submit church 
news by emailing

 Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.

org or by calling 800-
838-2272, ext. 5153.

Church life
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HOT SPRINGS – More than 200 
people attended each service of the 
Ronnie Hill Crusade held May 6-9 by 
Piney Baptist Church, Hot Springs. 
About 170-180 accepted Christ, and 
more than 50 were baptized.

Not bad for a church that aver-
ages about 100 in Sunday school at-
tendance. 

Larry Catcher, the church’s pas-
tor, explained that on each day Mon-
day through Wednesday there was 
an emphasis on a different age group 
– children, youth and adults.

He said Hill, a Texas evangelist, 
used a “unique” method of sharing 
the messages. He would begin with a 
story fielded to the age group being 
targeted. Then he would tie the 
story to a simple, short evangelistic 
message. 

“Everybody was just spellbound. I 
mean, there wasn’t hardly any move-
ment,” said Catcher. “You expect 
movement out of kids – that many 
kids especially – but everybody was 
really just listening to him, really in-
tent.”

A lot of work went into the cru-
sade, for which the pastor com-
mended his church.

“It just took all of us a lot of work, 
and our church really stepped up 
to the plate and made it happen,” 
Catcher said.

Piney Baptist Church sees 100-plus saved

Chaplain honored

Piney Baptist Church, Hot Springs, saw 170-180 saved at the Ronnie Hill Crusade held May 6-9. 

Tamra Gore, member of First Baptist Church, Benton, was recently honored for her work as 
a Saline County chaplain during a ceremony honoring fallen law enforcement officers with 
Arkansas connections. Gore is endorsed by the North American Mission Board and is an 
Arkansas Baptist Disaster Relief volunteer. Photo by Matt Burks/Saline Courier

To advertise in the ABN, email Nelle O’Bryan at 
nelle@arkansasbaptist.org 

or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5155.

Additionally, a lot of prayer went 
into the crusade.

Catcher said 40 days of prayer and 
fasting were held leading up to the 
revival, with church members taking 
turns praying and fasting each day.

“And our prayer was that we 
would see our church building full 
(and) we would see a revival that we 
have never seen before,” he said. 

“Most of us all commented that we 
had never been in a revival like that, 
and that’s what we were praying for 
– that God would just really display 
His power and manifest Himself in a 
way that would be unexplainable – it 
just had to be a ‘God thing.’”

Catcher’s personal prayer was for 
153 salvations – a number he took 
from the Bible passage where Peter 

draws in 153 fish after Jesus tells 
him to cast his net.

“The Lord just seemed to speak 
to my heart about that amount,” 
Catcher said. “That’s what my prayer 
was – that we would see 153 saved. 
And He gave us that, plus. It was just 
a God thing.”

The church saw God answer their 
prayers in other ways – even before 
the revival started. Catcher said dur-
ing the 40 days of fasting and pray-
ing, they had been praying for one of 
their members who had been diag-
nosed with terminal cancer. Though 
the church member had not been 
able to go to many church services, 
he was able to go to every revival ser-
vice.

“It has just caused us to really real-
ize that God is still on His throne,” 
said Catcher about the revival. 
“Prayer changes things. Prayer really 
is the effective tool for revival.”

“People, I think, have forgotten 
how powerful prayer is when you re-
ally seek God’s face,” Catcher said. 
“We just claim 2 Chronicles 7:14 – if 
we would do what He asks us to do, 
then He’d hear from heaven and for-
give our sin and heal our land – and 
that’s what it’s going to take to get 
our country back to God and our 
churches fired up, and we need our 
churches to get fired up.”
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What does it mean to be loyal? 
In the end, I think it means 

to be counted on. I am loyal to many 
in my life – to my wife and son, to 
my mother and to the rest of our 
families. I am loyal to many friends, 
as well as church members. I am 
loyal to the church where God has 
placed me to serve. I try to be loyal 
to the Southern Baptist Convention. 
But most of all, first and foremost, I 
am loyal to my Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Being loyal includes:

– The dare to begin well. In the 
life of Caleb, we are given details of 
his life and loyalty with his God. In 
Joshua 14:6-15, we first see Caleb 

The loyalty dare

R ead Malachi 3:13-15. It is dif-
ficult to follow Christ in a 

world that is hostile toward Him. It 
is even more difficult to see those 
who ignore God’s 
principles prosper.
The enemy often 
uses feelings of 
confusion and dis-
appointment to 
derail Christians 
from what God 
has called them 
to do by causing 
them to doubt 
God and His plan. 
Notice that these 
verses are written from God’s per-

spective. One amazing thing about 
God is that He already knows our 
confusions and disappointments. 
Remember, God does not solicit ad-

vice from us about 
who has worldly 
success. He is al-
ways aware and in 
control of the en-
tire world.

Now read Mala-
chi 3:16-4:3. Our 
Father knows our 
hearts and our 
weaknesses. That is 
why He reminds us 
that He will honor 

and bless those who love and serve 

Him. His promise to remember 
those who fear Him and have “high 
regard for His name” is exactly what 
we need during times of discourage-
ment. God reminds us that He is 
preparing us for His purpose. 

Next, He proclaims that the wick-
ed will be punished. If our salvation 
were the only blessing we received 
from the Lord, it would be worth it. 
Remember, God’s blessing will not 
always be material and they will not 
always take away our troubles and 
disappointments on this earth, but 
His compassion on believers is eter-
nal.

Read Malachi 4:4-6. God doesn’t 
command us to remember the in-

struction He gave Moses simply for 
the sake of living moral lives. When 
we face difficult days and confusing 
circumstances, God uses our memo-
ry of His work in our lives to move 
us through those hard situations. 

What has God done in your life?  
Think of the ways you have experi-
enced God’s power and presence. 
Anchor those testimonies of per-
sonal experience with the Lord to 
your heart. 

When things are tough, remem-
ber He has a plan and purpose for 
you, and you can trust Him. Every 
aspect of Christianity comes down 
to this question: Will you trust the 
Lord?   

What is your decision?

A dare is a challenge to either 
do something or to not do 

something. It usually is something 
at best challenging and difficult. 
I can remember some of my class-
mates of yesterday daring me to do 
something. 

The dare was there to push me 
out of the neutral zone into activ-
ity. 

The one and only thing more 
difficult than a “simple” dare was 
what we called a “double-dog dare.” 
That was serious stuff, and we were 
either committed to action or we 
were made to look bad as we sat on 
the sidelines. There was no way to 
negate such and retain one’s dignity 

and poise. It had to be accepted and 
acted upon.

Joshua’s words to the Israelites 
sound like a double-dog dare to 
me. He had become the leader of 
the military after Moses’ death. 
He had seen the people waver be-
tween two opinions long enough. 
His challenge was to make up their 
mind and to make a commitment 
that was sincere with a promise that 
would not be broken.

Joshua’s double-dog dare was to 
choose between following the Lord 
and serving Him in sincerity and 
truth and following the gods that 
had been worshipped before the 
crossing of the river Jordan. There 

could be no neutrality. The word 
used for “choose” is used almost 
200 times in the 
Old Testament. 
It is used, for ex-
ample, in Isaiah 
48:10 to indicate 
a serious choice 
after careful ex-
amination. The 
result will be 
the best choice. 
In 1 Samuel, it 
is a careful and 
well thought- 
out choice after discarding other 
possibilities. The choice for David 
would make the difference between 

whether he lived or died.
His mother had just died only a 

few minutes before 
I arrived. I told him 
that I had visited  
with her before. He 
asked me, “Did you 
tell Mama about 
Jesus?” I could not 
remember. I hoped 
I had. I dare you to 
make the decision 
to share the story 
of how Jesus has 
changed your life. 

Your testimony could make the dif-
ference between heaven and hell for 
someone.

The decision dare

Around the church, it has often 
been said that our Lord uses His 

Word, His Holy 
Spirit and my wife 
to keep me in line. 
I would have to 
say this is probably 
very close to the 
truth. But in try-
ing to win some-
one to Christ, 
the Holy Spirit of 
God is the one In-
strument I cannot 
do without. 

I will preach two sermons on Sun-
day morning at our church. Both 

sermons will cover the same text and 
topic, preceded by the same songs. 

Each service will 
see a different re-
sponse from those 
attending. What is 
the difference? The 
difference is in the 
way the Holy Spirit, 
with His convict-
ing power, moves 
in each service. 
You see, it is not 
eloquence and it is 

not worship style that bring people 
to Jesus. It is the convicting work of 
the Holy Spirit alone. What is it that 

the Holy Spirit will do in the life of 
a lost man or woman? John 16:9 says 
He will convict us of sin. He did not 
say “sins” plural, but “sin” singular. 
There is one sin that is the root of all 
sin, and that is the failure to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. So He will 
convict a lost man that he is a sinner 
so that Christ can make him free.

We are told in John 16:10 that He 
will make lost men aware of the fact 
that they wrong. Most people out 
there today do not believe there is 
anything wrong with them. We all 
tend to do comparison shopping 
when looking at our sin. But the 
Holy Spirit reveals to me that Jesus 

is righteous and that I am unrigh-
teous.

Finally, we are told in John 16:11 
that the Holy Spirit will open our 
eyes to a judgment to come. God 
and the devil waged a battle for the 
centuries at the cross. The verdict has 
been read and judgment has been 
passed. The only thing left is for the 
sentence to be carried out. It is the 
job of the Holy Spirit to let us know 
we are on the losing side and that a 
decision needs to be made!

So when it comes to being a wit-
ness of the gospel, realize it is not you 
who convicts a man that he is lost. 
That is a job for the Spirit of God!
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recalling how he was one of the 12 
original spies sent into the Promised 
Land. He’d gone in, seen that God’s 
Word and predictions were true and 
known that God would give them 
what they needed to conquer the 
land. But his brothers brought back 
a report of fear. Caleb was 40 years 
old at that point. He got to that 
point by starting well earlier in his 
life.

– The dare to live faithfully. 
Caleb then said, “I, however, fol-
lowed the Lord my God wholeheart-
edly” (Josh. 14:8, NIV). When things 
go against what you want or desire in 
your life, how do you act and react? 

Many will be faithful to God and 
their church as long as things go the 
way they want. Caleb went into the 
land and brought 
back the godly, 
faithful report. 
His brothers went 
against him. What 
was his choice after 
that? He simply 
continued to walk 
faithfully with 
God. That’s all 
that’s required of 
us. Be faithful.

– The dare to finish well. Caleb 
then tells Joshua that now, 45 years 

later, here he is! Just as faithful, just 
as strong and just as vigorous. He 
even asks for some more work to do. 

He still wanted to 
be involved in min-
istry and God’s 
work. That’s finish-
ing well. And as we 
see in Joshua 14:13, 
Joshua blesses 
Caleb, and in Josh-
ua 15:14-17, Caleb 
does a mighty work 
for the Lord.

When we are 
loyal to our God, He will be loyal 
to us.
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ministries team member and Haiti 
project coordinator, explained how 
the ABSC has been able to assist 
with the project.

 “When FBC, Lavaca, answered 
the call to orphanage work in Haiti, 
the ABSC was ready to help,” he 
said. “The church has sent a team to 
the orphanage almost every month 
since December 2010, and it has 
been our pleasure to provide trans-
portation, housing at the ABSC 
compound, translation services 
and more during that time. We’ve 
even been able to connect them 
with Arkansas churches interested 
in joining their work. Even though 
the Smithson’s are on the scene, we 
continue to have a formal agreement 
with FBC, Lavaca, to handle hous-
ing overflow for them. This is just 
another testimony to the nature of 
cooperative mission work. It really 
is a blessing to see how the Lord is 
using FBC, Lavaca, in Haiti.”

Buchanan called the children’s 
home a “huge project.”

“It is a God-sized project that is far 
too big for First Baptist, Lavaca, and 
for the life of me, I can’t tell you why 
God chose us to do this,” he said. 
“My suspicion is because there’s no 
way we could get the glory. It’s so 

big that only God could do it. So 
there’ll be no confusion as to who 
receives all the glory. He will receive 
all the glory.”

For more information on Hope 
Rising Children’s Home, visit www.
hrch.org.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Continued from page 8
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Cultivating my son’s heart for adventurous missions
Mike Young
Noble Warriors men’s ministry

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) – On Fa-
ther’s Day, three of our four children 
will be nearby. Our oldest son, how-
ever, will be in South Asia – halfway 
around the world.

That’s not altogether unusual, 
but Tim is only 16. He’ll be on a 
seven-week mission trip with two 
other 16-year-old young men and a 
21-year-old advocate, who will serve 
as the team leader. It is part of Fu-
sion Impact, a unique, hands-on 
mission experience for high school 
students. 

In July 2010, Tim and I served 
with an (International Mission 
Board) mission team in South Asia 
on a father/son mission adventure. 
The time we spent together travel-
ing, serving and sharing the gospel 
produced experiences, memories 
and changes that continue to affect 
our lives. It also provided Tim with 
a broader context in which to own 
and personalize his faith in Christ. 

There were funny moments: expe-
riencing unusual foods, traveling by 
bus and Tim’s mind wandering dur-
ing serious group devotions – “Hey, 
are those coconuts?”

There were challenging moments: 
We had everything ready to start the 
generator in one village to show the 
“JESUS” film when the local imam 
(spiritual leader) told our group lead-
ers, “There will be trouble in our 
village tomorrow if you do this. You 
need to leave.” The animated crowd 

surrounded our van as we packed up 
and pulled out. 

There were life-shaping moments: 
We shared the gospel with many in-
dividuals in several villages where 
people were quite open and anxious 
to hear more. They were ready, but 
our time in South Asia was coming 
to an end. We talk often about the 
enormity of the task, but that our 
God is able to accomplish His will 
among these people.

The impact on Tim has been 
pretty exciting. Now he’s bolder and 
more confident in sharing his faith 
and has a unique perspective com-
pared to many of his peers. 

One of my favorite anecdotes is 
from his world history class. His 
teacher was explaining the differ-
ence between monotheism and 
polytheism. At a lull in the lecture, 
Tim raised his hand and compared 
and contrasted Hinduism, Islam 
and Christianity. The teacher finally 
asked, “How do you know so much 
about this?” His response: “I went 
on a mission trip with my dad. I’m a 
Christian, but I’ve been in a mosque. 
I’ve been in a Hindu temple. I’ve 
talked personally to imams and swa-
mis. I’ve heard the call to prayer and 
seen men and young boys gather to 
pray to Allah. I’ve seen Hindus wor-
ship and experienced their culture.” 
He became the “resident missiolo-
gist” for this class after that.  

I’m proud of my son and the 
other young men who will journey 
together this summer for the sake of 
advancing God’s kingdom. In each 

case, their families have invested 
strategically in their sons to point 
them toward Christ and to help 
them develop a heart for adventur-
ous missions. 

I expect this will be the first of 
many Father’s Days when their dads 
and I will wake up and pray for our 
sons on another continent in obedi-
ence to their heavenly Father.
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