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Annual meeting theme  
‘Encourage to Engage’  
Nov. 7-8 in Russellville

See MEETING page 2

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

RUSSELLVILLE – The 
164th annual meeting of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) is Nov. 
7-8 at First Baptist Church, 
Russellville, 200 S. Denver 
Ave., Russellville.

The theme for this year’s 
annual meeting is Encour-
age to Engage.

As in past years, ABSC 

Executive Board ministry 
teams will share testimonies 
during meeting sessions. 

Business of the convention 
will be conducted, including 
receiving entity reports, elec-
tion of convention officers 
and a vote on the 2018 ABSC 
Cooperative Program (CP) 
budget of $21 million, which 
will implement the first year 
of a new five-year formula that 
will result in a 2.05 percent 
increase to Southern Baptist 

Convention (SBC) CP. Mes-
sengers to the 2016 ABSC 
Annual Meeting approved 
the new formula which will 
increase the amount Arkan-
sas Baptists send to SBC CP 
incrementally from 43.77 per-
cent in 2017 to 45.82 percent 
by 2022.

Messengers will also vote on 
a recommendation to amend 
the articles of incorpora-
tion for the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation (ABF) to clarify 

its mission statement and to 
delete a paragraph regarding 
the ABF’s serving as an agent 
for life insurance companies, 
as the ABF is no longer legally 
allowed to raise funds for life 
insurance companies. 

Additionally, the ABSC 
Nominating Committee will 
bring recommendations of 
people to serve on ABSC 
boards, committees and agen-
cies. Miscellaneous business 
sessions are set for 2:30 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Nov. 7, and 9 
a.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 8. 

A Church Planter Com-
missioning Service and a 
Master’Singers Concert of 
Praise are scheduled for 
Tuesday evening, Nov. 7. 

Convention president 
Sam Roberts, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart, will preside over  
the meeting. 
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BOTH ARKANSAS 
Baptist-affiliated colleges 
– Williams Baptist Col-
lege in Walnut Ridge and 
Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity in Arkadelphia – have 
seen large gains in fresh-
man enrollment this fall.

A large increase in its 
freshman class led Wil-
liams Baptist College to a 
7.7 percent jump in overall 
enrollment for the fall se-
mester, according to Brett 
Cooper, vice president 
for institutional advance-
ment. Williams reported 
a total of 505 students 
enrolled this fall, up from 
469 in the 2016 fall semes-
ter.

Cooper said much of 
the enrollment boost came 
from a 25.7 percent jump 
in the number of fresh-
men entering Williams for 
the 2017-18 school year.  
The college has 142 fresh-
men this fall, compared to 
113 in the same semester 
last year.

Tom Jones, president of 
Williams, said the growth 
follows a year of aggressive 
actions to build enroll-
ment at the college.

Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity welcomed 448 first-
time freshmen to campus 
this fall – a 17.9 percent 
gain over the previous 
year’s incoming class – 
which marked one of its 
largest year-to-year fresh-
man class increases in re-
cent history.

Ben Sells, president of 
Ouachita, said, “The sig-
nificant growth reflects a 
surge in middle-income 
families as well as stronger 
ACT and GPA scores, re-
flecting our commitments 
to affordability and excel-
lence. Students are attract-
ed to Ouachita’s Christian 
liberal arts mission, per-
sonalized approach and 
high-impact learning that 
contribute to exceptional 
graduate school accep-
tance and job placement 
rates.”

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

125 attend 2nd
‘Leadership Univ.’

Ark. Baptist colleges  
see enrollment gains NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 

About 125 women’s ministry 
leaders representing nearly 
50 Arkansas Baptist churches 
gathered at the second annual 
Women’s Leadership Univer-
sity Sept. 9 at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock. 

“Women’s Leadership Uni-
versity is a day when women’s 
ministry leaders come to-
gether to learn, network and 
grow. From the moment you 
walk in the door until the mo-
ment you leave, you sense the 
sweet presence of the Lord,” 
said Andrea Lennon, women’s 
ministry specialist for the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC), serving on the 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team.

“This year we focused on 
the importance of prayer and 
seeking God for clear direc-
tion. God met us, challenged 
us and inspired us. Each lead-
er left encouraged and ready 

to return to her home full of 
ideas and strategies for help-
ing women to love Jesus more 
and serve others in meaningful 
ways,” she said.  

Keynote speaker Chris 
Adams, former lead women’s 
ministry specialist for LifeWay 
Christian Resources, spoke 
about the importance of per-
severance during challenging 
leadership seasons, saying, 
“Sometimes we are so done in 
ministry, but unless God gives 
us permission to move on, we 
will be disobedient if we leave. 
Life and leadership are not 
about us. We can’t compro-
mise in what we do. We need 
to go through the pain and 
face it; we need to stand on the 
truth of God and His Word, 
whether we feel like it or not.”

A First Baptist Church, 
Danville, attendee said, “I 
truly enjoyed Women’s Lead-
ership University. I felt like 
the women seated at our table 

Speakers during the meet-
ing will include Roberts; Chris 
Simmons, pastor, Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, Dallas; John 
Meador, senior pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Euless, Texas; 
J.D. (Sonny) Tucker, ABSC 
executive director; and Craig 
Collier, pastor, Mount Pisgah 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 
who will present the conven-
tion sermon.

Worship leaders during 
the meeting will include Scott 
Quimby, worship leader, First 
Baptist Church, Stuttgart; a 
worship team from Central 
Baptist Church, Conway, led 
by Darrel Spigner, associate 
pastor of worship, Central 
Baptist Church, Conway; a 
worship team from First Bap-
tist Church, Russellville, led 
by Robert Ramsey, worship 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville; and Ouachita 
Sounds, led by Donna Gosser, 
director.

Periods of focused prayer 
will be led by Kyle Reno, lead 
pastor, The Summit Church, 
Conway; Dave Hughey, pas-
tor, Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, and Bill 

Elliff, senior teaching pastor, 
The Summit Church, North 
Little Rock. 

Panel discussion
On Tuesday afternoon, 

Tucker will moderate an agen-
cy and institution panel dis-
cussion featuring Tom Jones, 
president, Williams Baptist 
College; David Perry, execu-
tive director, Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries; Ben Sells, presi-
dent, Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity; Bobby Thomas, president 
and CEO, ABF; Jason Wilkie, 
executive director, Camp Si-
loam; and Tim Yarbrough, 
editor/executive director, Ar-
kansas Baptist News. 

Election of officers will be 
held Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m. for president, 10:15 
a.m. for first vice president 
and 10:35 a.m. for second vice 
president. Resolutions will be 
presented at 10:20 a.m. on 
Wednesday.

Related meetings
Prior to the annual meeting 

a number of meetings will take 
place at the church and other 
nearby locations. 

A Hispanic worship service 
will be held 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Sunday, Nov. 5, in the worship 
center. The ABSC Pastors’ 

Conference will be held 10 
a.m.-8:35 p.m., Monday, Nov. 
6, in the worship center. The 
Ministers’ Wives Conference 
will be held 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 6, in the fellow-
ship hall. The Young Leaders 
Lunch and Panel Discussion 
will be held noon, Monday, 
Nov. 6, in the student center. 
A Hispanic 
Celebrat ion 
will be held 
1-5 p.m., Mon-
day, Nov. 6, at 
the Hispanic 
Mission. A 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Parents Fel-
lowship will 
be held 4:15 
-6:15 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 
6, in room 
W206. An Associational Mis-
sionary Fellowship will be 
held 4:15-6:15 p.m., Monday, 
Nov. 6, at Pasta Grill, 319 West 
Main, Russellville. A Church 
Planting Celebration Dinner 
will be held 4:15-6:15 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 6, in the fellow-
ship hall. The Link – Agencies 
+ Institutions Fellowship will 
be held 8:30-9:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Nov. 6, in the fellowship 
hall. 

Other meetings to be held 
on Tuesday, Nov. 7, include a 

Chaplains Lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
in fellowship hall 103B; an Ar-
kansas Student Pastors Net-
work, 4-6 p.m. in fellowship 
hall 103A; a Discipleship Pas-
tors Network, 4-6 p.m. in fel-
lowship hall 103B; a Preschool 
and Children’s Ministry Din-
ner and Roundtable, 4-6 p.m. 
in room W263; and a Wom-

en’s Ministry 
dinner, 4-6 
p.m. in room 
W261.

S e m i n a r y 
l u n c h e o n s 
to be held at 
11:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 
7, include  
Mid-America 
Seminary in 
room W260; 
New Orleans 

Seminary in room W261 and 
Southwestern Seminary in 
room W263.

Additionally, a block party 
will be held Monday-Wednes-
day, Nov. 6-8, on the grounds 
of First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville.

For a complete listing of re-
lated meetings and other an-
nual meeting information, see 
pages 9-11 and 13-14 in this 
edition.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org

continued from page one
MEETING

were a God-thing.  We learned 
that we aren’t alone in our 
struggles as we reach those 
busy moms in their 30s and 
40s. I also was reminded of 
some great truths about letting 
go of the numbers, being di-
versified in our planning and, 
of course, the importance of 
prayer before everything we 
do.” 

In addition to hearing from 
keynote speaker Adams, at-
tendees were led in worship 
by Sally Hennard, First Bap-
tist Church, DeQueen, and 
in a guided prayer time by 

Gina Franzke, Cross Church, 
Springdale.

A panel discussion and 
roundtable discussions also 
were a part of the leadership 
event. 

In January 2018 a series of 
Women’s Ministry Roundta-
bles will he held in Arkansas. 
The roundtables will offer a 
time for leaders to gather in 
small groups to share ideas, 
discuss strategy and get to 
know one another. Women’s 
ministry leaders are invited to 
attend. To learn more or to 
register go to absc.org/women.

Women gather at Park Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock Sept. 9 for the second 
annual Women’s Leadership University.
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Baptists continue 
hurricane relief efforts

5 languages, 1 church: Elmdale Baptist

Billy Chidester, pastor of Elmdale Baptist Church in Springdale, meets with a Karen 
man in Chidester’s office. Karen people are from Burma. The church has five different 
congregations meeting on Sundays: Hispanics, Laotians, the Karen people group, 
the Chuukese and Caucasians. Each group worships God in its own native language. 
Photo by Lisa Falknor

AS THOUSANDS in 
Texas began the process 
of recovering from wide-
spread flooding caused by 
Hurricane Harvey, thou-
sands more across Florida, 
much of the country’s 
southeastern coast and 
the Caribbean were deal-
ing with the aftermath of 
Hurricane Irma.

Leaving a path of de-
struction in its wake, Irma 
began passing over Carib-
bean islands Sept. 6, mak-
ing landfall Sept. 10 in 
Florida.

More than seven mil-
lion people were with-
out power as of Sept. 11 
in Florida and Georgia 
alone, according to the 
North American Mission 
Board.

Many Southern Bap-
tists have used the chaos 
of recent hurricanes as a 
springboard for serving 
and sharing the gospel 
with their neighbors.

Pastor Roger Ball and 
Associate Pastor Kyle Bai-
ley of Freedom Church 
in Vero Beach, Fla., used 
a safety-check-in Facebook 
group to provide their 
community with informa-
tion on the impending 
hurricane and share prayer 
videos for those affected 
by the storm.

By the time the storm 
passed through Vero 
Beach Sept. 10, Ball and 
Bailey’s Facebook group 
had reached more than 
600,000 people.

“As comments poured 
in, several Facebook users 
said the group led them 
to pray for the first time 
in their lives. One woman 
sent Ball a private message 
stating, ‘I need more help 
learning about the Bible,’” 
Baptist Press reported 
Sept. 12.

“To be able to see how 
God used this hurricane 
to call those who have 
been wandering back to 
Him is just more than I 
could express gratitude 
for,” said Ball.

Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

SPRINGDALE – In the book 
of Revelation, every tribe, na-
tion, language and culture 
worship God in heaven to-
gether. 

Elmdale Baptist Church 
in Springdale looks a lot like 
John’s heavenly vision. Five 
ethnic groups who speak five 
different lan-
guages attend 
worship there 
every Sunday: 
the Karen 
people group 
(from Burma), 
C h u u k e s e 
(from the Mi-
cronesian Is-
lands), Hispan-
ics, Laotians 
and Cauca-
sians.

Senior Pastor Billy 
Chidester explained, “Since 
Jesus prayed in the Lord’s 
Prayer, ‘On earth as it is in 
heaven,’ it made sense to me if 
His will in heaven is that all be-
lievers worship together – no 
matter the nationality, tribe or 
language – we should do the 
same. That’s the community 
God has put our church in.” 

Twenty-five Karen mem-
bers, 30 Chuukese and 45 
Laotians meet inside various 
annex buildings on the church 
property. Laotian Pastor Max 
Kongmany, Chuukese Pastor 
Elvis Rechim and Karen Pas-
tor Sho Lo preach in their na-
tive tongues. Chidester pastors 
Hispanics and 225 Caucasians 
in the sanctuary. Every Sun-
day, Chidester’s wife, Evange-

lina, translates via headphones 
for the 15 Spanish speakers at-
tending services. 

Assimilating five people 
groups on one church property 
hasn’t always been easy. 

“It’s hard enough connect-
ing people of different genera-
tions,” Chidester said. “We’re 
throwing in another layer of 
challenges like miscommuni-
cation.” 

But, in 
this racially 
tense world, 
C h r i s t i a n 
m u l t i - e t h -
nic groups 
should obey 
C h r i s t ’ s 
b i b l i c a l 
c o m m a n d , 
C h i d e s t e r 
said.  

“ J e s u s 
said, ‘They’ll 

know you are my disciples by 
your love for one another.’” 

Another scriptural model 
Chidester wants to lead the 
church to follow is Revelation 
7:9-10.  It’s a picture of people 
who set aside language, racial 
and cultural barriers to wor-
ship collectively. 

“The ultimate goal is to 
bring people to catch the vi-
sion: to all meet for worship,” 
Chidester said. “It may be 
awhile until they’re going to 
see that vision.”

He’s waiting on God to 
change hearts. “It will be a 
long process,” he said. “We’re 
just in the beginning stages.”  

Tom Hodges, 63, leader of 
the missions committee and 
an Elmdale church member 
since 1993, said God put to-

gether the Elmdale church 
family, and God will continue 
to unite them. 

“Someday we’ll be that 
church where we have five dif-
ferent languages all worship in 
one place,” he said. 

“Not everyone has the op-
portunity to be a church of 
nations,” said Hodges. “Why 
is Elmdale going down that 
road? It’s the neighborhood 
we’re in. Start walking around 
the church. You have a mix of 
Marshallese, Asians, Hispanic, 
English. That’s our Jerusalem. 
That’s where we’re planted.”

When neighborhood demo-
graphics change, a church has 
two options, said Jamie Nara-
more, international church 
strategist for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. The 
church can either move to 
wherever its own demograph-
ics are or, as Elmdale has done, 
the church can adapt and as-
similate the other cultures. 
Naramore said the state con-
vention created his job posi-
tion two months ago because 
of a surge in interest in inter-
nationals coming to Arkansas, 

especially to the central and 
northwest hub areas. 

Naramore has asked Elm-
dale Baptist Church to host 
a northwest Arkansas gather-
ing of ministers and lay lead-
ers on Oct. 10 to “help fill in 
the gap” by taking an informal 
census of the area. He wants to 
find out who all of the people 
groups are, what areas they live 
in, and how many live among 
us.  

Elmdale church members 
do know their Jerusalem. The 
church cancels its Sunday 
evening services to evange-
lize door-to-door. They call it 
“Love Our City Community 
Outreach.” 

Participants are surprised 
by the different people groups, 
said Hodges. “You really see 
it,” he said, speaking of the di-
versity. “It’s an eye-opener for a 
lot of people.” 

For more information on 
how churches can reach inter-
nationals, contact jnaramore@
absc.org.

Lisa Falknor is a northwest 
regional correspondent for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

A Karen people group meet for their weekly noon Bible study Aug.14 in an annex 
building owned by Elmdale Baptist Church in Springdale. Sho Lo, their pastor, asked 
Billy Chidester, Elmdale pastor,  to lead the study with the help of translator Thi Htoo 
(standing). Five different nationalities meet at Elmdale Baptist each Sunday.
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The mark of a champion
national title.

Shows, a 6’8” center for 
Mississippi State, was present 
for that game.

Though Mississippi State 
had the SEC championship 
in 1959, 1961 and 1962, 
each year the Maroons – as 

they were 
called then 
– watched 
Kentucky 
represent the 
league in the 
postseason, 

due to an unwritten Mississip-
pi rule that prohibited state 
schools from playing against 
integrated teams.

“That year, 
1963, Loyola 
was 24-2 and 
ranked third in 
the country. The 
Ramblers, with 
four African-
American play-
ers on their 
roster, beat 
Tennessee Tech 
by 69 points, 
setting up a re-
gional semifinal 
against Missis-
sippi State,” 

wrote O’Neil.
“The irony is, before the 

game began, even the central 
figures didn’t grasp its impor-
tance. They were as tunnel-
visioned as players are today, 
concerned about one thing 
and one thing only,” O’Neil 
wrote, quoting Shows in the 
article:

“We just put on our tennis 
shoes and went to go play,” 
Shows told O’Neil. “I don’t 
think anyone was aware of 
what it meant at the time. We 
just wanted to go play.”

While playing in the Game 
of Change was important 
for Shows and the state of  

B obby Shows first made 
a mark on a basketball 

court playing for Mississippi 
State University in the 1960s, 
but that’s not where he be-
came a champion. 

Shows accepted Jesus 
Christ as his Lord and Savior 
on the beach of 
Gulfshore Bap-
tist Assembly in 
Pass Christian, 
Miss., while 
attending Mis-
sissippi State 
on a basketball scholarship. 
It would be the college where 
Shows would receive both his 
bachelor and master’s degrees 
and where he 
would play on 
numerous SEC 
championship 
teams and 
participate in 
what is called 
the Game of 
Change at the 
NCAA tourna-
ment in 1963. 

“Thanks 
largely to the 
movie, ‘Glory 
Road,’ it seems 
everyone 
knows about Texas Western’s 
meeting with Kentucky, in 
which Don Haskins’ team, 
with five African-American 
starters, beat Adolph Rupp’s 
all-white Wildcats for the na-
tional title,” Dana O’Neil of 
ESPN wrote in 2012.

While many consider the 
Texas Western vs. Kentucky 
game in 1966 the beginning 
of the end of racial barriers in 
college basketball, it wasn’t. 

Most agree that game was 
in 1963 three years earlier 
when Loyola–Chicago beat 
Mississippi State 61-51 in the 
Mideast Region semifinals 
on their way to a Cinderella  

Mississippi, as well as race re-
lations in general, God had a 
much greater mission in mind 
for the gentle giant following 
his profession of faith a few 
years earlier. After a short stint 
coaching, the Lord led Shows 
to use his sports background 
as a common ground for shar-
ing Jesus Christ.

“(After my conversion) I 
began to search for my Chris-
tian calling. God made it very 
clear that sports would be my 
media for sharing Christ,” 
Shows told the Arkansas Bap-
tist News in 2011.

“God said, ‘You don’t have 
to do anything else. Just use 
what you’ve already got.’ We 
used sports, and I became an 
indirect sports evangelist at 
that time … in 1961. I went 
to church recreation and led 

teams overseas, in prisons and 
all of that kind of thing.”

Shows served for 28 years 
as a recreation minister in 
churches in Mississippi, Loui-
siana and Missouri, as well as 
14 years at Park Hill Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock.

However, it was when 
Shows accepted a position 
in February 1993 with the 
Missouri Baptist Convention 
(MBC) that God crystalized 
Shows’ vision to use sports to 
share the gospel – providing 
him a larger platform to form 
Sports Crusaders, a sports 
evangelism ministry through 
the MBC.

“Sports Crusaders is the 
result of God, but humans 
(working at MBC) played a 
very big part in developing 
it,” said Shows.

The first Sports Crusaders 
team was formed using col-
lege students in 1994. The 
first year Sports Crusaders 
held 18 camps with 273 camp-
ers participating and 28 mak-
ing professions of faith. In 
1998, Sports Crusaders began 
international ministries, 
which has resulted in Sports 
Crusaders sending teams to 
13 countries – reaching thou-
sands of children and adults.

In 2001, Sports Crusaders 
left the Missouri convention 
to become what Shows called 
“a faith ministry,” finding a 
home at Union Hill Baptist 
Church in Holts Summit, 
Mo.

At the time of Show’s death 
Sept. 3 after suffering from 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

See CHAMPION page 6
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I want more!
M y youngest got to attend JoyWorks for the first time 

this year, and he came home with a new interest: 
guitar. 

Now, my son has some natural musical talent. He has a 
beautiful voice, and even in the beginning stages of learn-
ing piano he can sight-read after a couple of weeks of prac-
tice better than I can play. But, there is something different 
about this guitar interest. The difference is that he let me 
know from the beginning that he was serious about his 
desire to learn. As he was sharing about 
his experience at JoyWorks, he told me 
how badly his fingers hurt when the gui-
tar class was over. But the next words to 
come out of his mouth were, “I want to 
play more!”

He knew it would hurt every day until 
he built those callouses. He knew it 
would mean lengthening his day so he could practice gui-
tar while still keeping up with piano practice. He knew it 
would require work. But he wanted to do it anyway. 

There are many things I want. I want to live a disciplined 
spiritual life. I want to have Scripture memorized and on 
hand for the Spirit to use as He speaks through me. I want 
to be a strong and passionate prayer warrior. I want to be 
the type of Sunday school teacher who digs deeply, studies 
daily, and presents well every single Sunday without fail.

Even beyond the specifically spiritual life, there are 
things I want. I want to be healthier. I’d love to write out 
the stories that toss around in my head and maybe even 

write a nonfiction book. In all honesty, I’d love to play the 
guitar too!

The problem is that I lack what my son has. I lack the 
hunger to chase after those things no matter the cost. I 
know they are going to take hard work, discipline and 
maybe even some discomfort during the training. And that 
truth makes me drag my feet and second-guess my “want 
to.” 

That may be OK when it comes to learning the guitar. 
But it is not OK when I approach spiritual dis-
ciplines with that attitude. 

There is nothing we should hunger for more 
than a life that chases after Christ in every way. 
We know the cost, don’t we? We know that it 
will require time and energy. We know that at 
some point we may experience what our broth-
ers and sisters around the world are experienc-

ing as they suffer unimaginable hardships because of their 
choices to follow Christ. 

Our response should be like my son’s: we should want 
more, no matter what!

What is it in this Christian walk that you have tasted 
and hunger for more of? What is holding you back? Let’s 
commit together to stop fearing the investment and the 
pain and to choose instead to go for it. The reward of be-
coming more like Christ is worth every single challenge we 
may face!

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

H ospitality is the ability to 
receive and entertain oth-

ers, especially at home. In the Old 
Testament, God taught the Israel-
ites to be hospitable. They were to 
help the widow, the orphan (Ex. 
22:22-24), the poor (Deut. 15:11) 
and the foreigner (Lev. 19:33-34). 
They practiced hospitality because 
God had been gracious to them. 
Both Abraham (Gen. 18) and Job 
(Job 31:32) opened their homes to 
others.

In the New Testament, the 
early Christians served each 
other. They “broke bread” in their 
homes and gave to others when 
necessary (Acts 2:42, 45). Conse-
quently, there were no needy per-
sons among them (Acts 4:34).

Paul encouraged believers to 
practice hospitality, particularly 
with those in need (Rom. 12:13). 
Peter also spoke of hospitality as 
a sign of love (1 Pet. 4:9). In their 
hospitality, some entertained 
angels without knowing it (Heb. 
13:2; cf. Gen. 18). In fact, the 
Greek word for “hospitality” is a 
combination of two words, “love” 
and “stranger.”  

Hospitality should not just 
be given to fellow believers and 
strangers, but even to one’s en-
emies. God commanded the Isra-
elites to help their enemies with 
their wayward or injured animals 
(Ex. 23:4-5). If such actions were 
taken seriously, they would not 
remain enemies for long!

Jesus also spoke to His follow-
ers about hospitality to enemies. 
They were to go out of their way 
to make sure they were taken care 
of (Matt. 5:39-41; Luke 10:30-
37), and they were to be prayed 
for (Matt. 5:44). Jesus not only 
taught about this; He lived it. He 
died not only for those who loved 
Him but also for His enemies. He 
loved them, and He wanted them 
to know the love of God.

“They will know we are Chris-
tians by our love,” says the old 
hymn. Christians would do well 
to remember it and live by it.

Ken Gore is professor of biblical 
studies at Dallas Baptist University. 
Baptists Ask is reader-driven. To sub-
mit a question, write Baptists Ask, 
c/o Tim Yarbrough, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Should Christians  
be hospitable 
to everyone?

Are you ready for Christmas?
A re you ready for Christmas? No, I’m not asking if 

you’ve finished shopping, have lights up or know the 
family plans. I’m asking if your church is ready to connect 
with the culture through the holiday that has the highest-
level participation of any holiday in the country. This holi-
day actually does have Christian meaning. 

Christmas gives a reason for people to 
consider Christ.

However, the vast majority of churches 
spend their Christmas celebration effort 
internally (church and family) focused, 
with little thought to taking the real mes-
sage of Jesus Christ to their neighbors. 
And at the risk of offending the saints, in most cases, 
invitations to the Christmas cantata are not an effective 
engagement method. 

Here are two ways churches are effectively engaging their 
communities with the gospel. Remember, every method 
does not work for every church in every community. But 
perhaps this will provide some ideas to get you thinking in 
the right direction.

1) Christmas caroling. OK, don’t roll your eyes. Christ-
mas caroling is actually a culturally appropriate way to 

still knock on doors (in most communities). Take a group 
(or groups) of carolers door-to-door, armed with cheerful 
smiles, gift baskets and invitations to a Christmas Eve ser-
vice. In the gift basket I like to include a children’s book 
on the meaning of Christmas, homemade cookies and a 
gospel presentation.

2) Christmas story time at the public li-
brary. Imagine an interactive family-inclusive 
story time with boys and girls, moms and dads, 
costumes and props. Work with your local 
public library to provide this family-oriented 
holiday service to the community. Consider of-
fering it three times per week for the two weeks 

before Christmas. Use well-trained, well-prepared volun-
teers. Each story time should last only 30 minutes or less, 
tell the Christmas story and communicate the purpose of 
Jesus Christ. 

Let these two ideas give birth to other creative means 
of taking Jesus to the community during this Christmas 
season. 

Get ready, it’s coming soon.
Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 

serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

The change in your pocket can help
secure the future of your Baptist newspaper!

Support ongoing development efforts and secure the future of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) as a voice for Arkansas Baptists for future generations by 
signing up and using the new MustardSeed app. Once you sign up and choose 
the ABN as the recipient, each time you make a purchase with your credit or 
debit card, the entire purchase amount is rounded up to the nearest dollar and 
donated. It’s easy to sign up! Visit mustardseedapp.org/abnews today!
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A utumn is a favorite sea-
son at Ouachita Bap-

tist University. As tempera-
tures drop and the leaves 
begin turning, Ouachita 
will welcome two special 
groups to campus: those 
who called Ouachita home 
in years past and those who 
are considering whether 
God may be 
calling them 
to choose 
Ouachita for 
their future.

Celebrat-
ing its past, 
Ouachita will host alumni 
and former students return-
ing for homecoming events 
in early October. Top bill-
ing is the homecoming foot-
ball game; the Tigers will 
battle Harding University at 
noon, Saturday, Oct. 7. But 
Ouachita doesn’t relegate 
homecoming festivities to 
a single day. Instead, more 
than 500 students will join 
the Ouachita Student Foun-
dation in presenting the 
39th annual Tiger Tunes, 
an all-campus tradition that 
will sell out the 1,500-seat 
Jones Performing Arts Cen-
ter for four performances 
Oct. 4-7. Student-led Tiger 

Tunes exists primarily to raise 
scholarship funds, with well 
over $1 million raised over 
the past four decades. 

Looking to the future, dur-
ing homecoming week several 
hundred high school students 
will visit campus for Explore 
Ouachita! An ideal time 
to learn about Ouachita’s 

academic 
programs and 
campus com-
munity, Ex-
plore Ouachi-
ta! offers 
high school 

students an introduction to 
Ouachita’s vision of fostering 
“a love of God and a love of 
learning.” 

Students will experience 
Tiger Tunes, spend the night 
in residence halls and at-
tend classes with Ouachita 
students the next morning. 
Prospective students may 
choose to participate in Ex-
plore Ouachita! Oct. 4-5 or 
Oct. 5-6. 

The college years are some 
of the most formative in all 
of life, and choosing a univer-
sity that strives to be Christ-
centered – where faith in 
Jesus Christ is affirmed and 
fortified – is one of the best 

decisions a young person 
can make

Visiting campus for an 
event like Explore Ouachi-
ta! is a valuable experience, 
as Ryan Maloch, a freshman 
from Sherwood who attend-
ed the event last fall attests: 

“It gave me an idea of 
what campus life is all 
about. I learned how nice 
and accepting everyone at 
Ouachita is and how help-
ful and friendly all of the 
faculty and staff are, which 
made my decision even 
easier.” 

Maloch is part of an ex-
ceptional freshman class 
on campus this fall, both in 
number and in academic 
profile. 

Since its founding in 
1886, Ouachita has been 
blessed by the sustained 
support and partnership of 
the churches of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Conven-
tion. Here’s a way to further 
your support: Encourage 
the youth of your church 
to participate in Explore 
Ouachita!

Keldon Henley is vice presi-
dent for institutional advance-
ment at Ouachita Baptist 
University.

Explore Ouachita!

Ouachita Baptist
Keldon Henley  

ABSC Agencies

Atheists must be smarter than you and me
T hat’s right. It’s finally 

settled. Those who 
profess no belief in God are 
more intelligent than the rest 
of us who find that belief in a 
Creator is a more likely expla-
nation for our universe, our 
world and our 
lives.  

Two pseudo-
intellectuals 
(emphasis on 
“pseudo”) have 
discovered 
why atheists are more intel-
ligent than people of faith. 
In a research paper published 
in the journal Evolutionary 
Psychological Science, Edward 
Dutton of Ulster Institute for 
Social Research in the United 
Kingdom and Dimitri Van 
der Linden of the Rotterdam 
University in the Netherlands 
have concluded, “The link 
between intelligence and reli-
gion can be explained if reli-
gion is considered an instinct, 
and intelligence the ability to 
rise above one’s instincts.”

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

In short, believers in God 
are not as intelligent as athe-
ists and rely on superstition 
and irrationality to get a han-
dle on who, what and where 
they are. Atheists, however, 
do not succumb to simple-

minded and 
backward 
belief; they 
rise above 
the rabble 
and use their 
superior 

intellect to sort out and un-
derstand the world and their 
place in it.

Well, I hate to bring Dut-
ton and Van der Linden 
crashing back to earth, but I 
must say they could not have 
gotten it more wrong. It is not 
soaring intellect that causes 
atheists to deny the existence 
of God. It is, however, due to 
a condition that often accom-
panies high intelligence. That 
condition is just plain old, 
raw hubris.

The same fatal flaw – self-

ish, narcissistic pride that 
caused God to cast Satan 
(Lucifer) from heaven – is 
the same flaw that will keep 
some very intelligent folks 
from entering heaven. Some 
very smart people just cannot 
bring themselves to admit 
that there is a Being 
Who is their intel-
lectual superior.

Psalm 14:1 (NIV) 
declares, “The fool 
says in his heart, 
‘There is no God.’” 
That pretty much 
says it all. It is the 
height of foolish-
ness to deny what the world 
and its natural state testify to. 
Romans 1:19-20 clearly estab-
lishes the fact that creation 
itself is evidence of God and 
that no one has an excuse to 
deny God’s existence. It may 
not be Jehovah God that man 
knows innately from observ-

ing the natural world, but it 
is a God-consciousness that 
is imparted and can lead to a 
full knowledge of our sover-
eign God.

My prayer is that every 
atheist might put aside his or 
her foolishness, act on the in-

nate knowledge he or she has 
received as described in Ro-
mans 1, and accept Christ as 
his or her Savior and Lord. 

I am a simple man of aver-
age intelligence, but I know 
beyond any reasonable doubt 
that God exists, that He loves 
me supremely, that He gave 

His Son for me, and that I am 
securely held in His firm em-
brace for eternity.  

Despite the rebellious 
spirit and blind hubris, every 
atheist and agnostic will af-
firm God’s existence at some 
point; God guaranteed it. He 

said in Romans 
14:11 (NIV) “... 
‘As I live,’ says the 
Lord, ‘every knee 
will bow before 
me; every tongue 
will acknowledge 
God.’” How much 
better to do that 
on this side of the 

eternal divide than on the 
other.

Larry Page is executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council. Page speaks in 
churches about social and moral 
issues. For more information visit 
arfaith.org or email Page at llp@
arfaith.org.

heart problems for a number 
of years, Sports Crusaders had 
produced 49,604 campers, dis-
tributed nearly 50,000 Bibles, 
documented 5,826 professions 
of faith in its U.S. camps (not 
international), partnered with 
389 local churches and seen 
more than 50 of its Sports 
Crusaders coaches go on to 
serve in full-time ministry, 
according to Tricia Alberts, 
Sports Crusaders executive di-
rector.

This summer alone, 1,751 
campers have participated in 
Sports Crusaders, with 163 
making professions of faith.

At a Sept. 10 memorial ser-
vice held at Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock, 
former colleagues and friends 
of Shows testified to his wit-
ness for Jesus – reminiscing 
about the good times together 
and recalling Shows’ character-
istic Southern drawl and the 
knack he had of striking up a 

conversation with practically 
anyone – always in an attempt 
to find common ground.

You see, while Shows found 
some success on the basketball 
court, through coaching and 
refereeing and by serving on 
numerous church staffs – the 
secret to his success ultimately 
was the love and passion he 
had for his Savior.

In some of his final written 
thoughts, some of which were 
read during the memorial ser-
vice, Shows made sure to point 
people to Jesus.

“Thank you to all of my 
friends and family. We all 
shared many enjoyable times 
together. May God bless each 
of you. My hope is with every-
one who reads this old boy’s 
obituary, you will remember 
me only because I hopefully 
pointed you to knowing and 
loving Jesus more. I am with 
Him now! With that, I leave 
you with my life verse: ‘He 
must increase; I must decrease’ 
(John 3:30).”

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News.

continued from page 4
CHAMPION
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HOT SPRINGS – “Strong 
churches are comprised of 
strong families,” said Rob 
Young, pastor of marriage min-
istry and pastoral care at Cross-
gate Church, Hot Springs. 

This belief was the founda-
tion for a new ministry Young 
and his wife, Tula, have built 
at their church in Hot Springs. 

High school sweethearts, 
Rob and Tula felt it was God’s 
plan for them to pursue voca-
tional ministry. Rob became a 
worship pastor and served at 
Crossgate for 23 years before 

transitioning into a new lead-
ership role. 

“Rob and I both grew up in 
homes that seemed to just set-
tle and not pursue God’s best 
plan for marriage,” said Tula. 
“We both knew God wanted 
us to change the cycle in our 
family.” 

The Youngs had witnessed 
several marriages in their own 
family fall apart, settle or not 
live God’s marriage plan. They 
also saw the same pattern in 
their church and community. 

During an interim period, 
Rob and Tula began to sense 
God turning their hearts to a 
new ministry.

“God began to bring cou-
ples into our lives who were 
reaching out for help,” said 
Rob. 

“I felt it was time to ap-
proach church leaders about 
our burden to begin a mar-
riage ministry and to help 
couples learn how to have 
marriages that are fulfilling 
and thriving.”

After a failed attempt in 
2003, the Youngs tried once 
again in 2014 under new lead-
ership with the help of a vol-
unteer marriage ministry team 
and direction from FamilyLife, 
a ministry based in Little Rock 
that provides biblical help for 

marriage and family relation-
ships.

“God had to do a work in 
Rob’s heart, his wife’s heart, 
the heart of 
the lead pas-
tor and the 
heart of six 
elders,” said 
Mike Fend-
ley, director 
of champion 
and church 
ministry at 
FamilyLi fe 
and a mem-
ber of Cross-
gate. 

The min-
istry encour-
ages couples 
to continu-
ously invest in their marriage. 
The church hosts events and 
conferences, creates date 
nights and offers mentoring, 
biblical counsel and pre-mar-
riage counseling. The ministry 
also provides small group class-
es and life groups that focus on 
marriage.

“Strong, healthy Christian 
marriages don’t just happen; 
they must be continually sup-
ported and nurtured,” said 
Rob. “Keeping marriages 
healthy is vital to the overall 
mission of the church of mak-
ing disciples.”

The marriage ministry has 
ongoing marriage discipleship 
at Crossgate, and their next 
step is to help other churches 
create marriage ministries. 

“Satan has launched an all-
out attack on families,” said 
Tula. “The failure of the fam-
ily affects the children as well 
as the adults. Therefore, it af-
fects every area of ministry in 
a church.”

The marriage ministry at 
Crossgate will partner with 
FamilyLife Sept. 30 to hold a 
workshop for other churches 

in the area that want to learn 
more about beginning a mar-
riage ministry. 

“The cool thing is the 
w o r k s h o p 
will allow 
every church 
that attends 
to design a 
ministry they 
can sustain,” 
said Fendley. 
He states 
that it is not 
for other 
c h u r c h e s 
to copy the 
C r o s s g a t e 
m i n i s t r y , 
but to create 
their own 
m i n i s t r i e s 

based on the contexts they are 
in. 

Crossgate will also host its 
annual marriage conference 
on March 9-10, 2018. The 
conference will include fun, 
games, biblical teaching and 
a time to reconnect to your 
spouse. The speaker for the 
2018 conference is Andy Sav-
age from High Point Church 
in Memphis, Tenn., and au-
thor of “The Marriage Dash-
board Handbook.”

“We hope that Crossgate 
will become known as a hos-
pital for marriages in our 
community,” said Rob. “Our 
desire is to be a place that 
people from all over know 
that they can come find help 
and biblical truth for their 
marriage. We believe the need 
for marriage ministry is great 
and hope we can help other 
churches begin to step into the 
marriage space.”

For more information on 
the marriage ministry email 
marriage@crossgate.org. 

Sarah Davis served as a sum-
mer intern for the Arkansas Bap-
tist News.

Rob and Tula Young

Crossgate ministry: A ‘hospital for marriages’

Couples pose during a recent marriage conference held at Crossgate Church.
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Shhhh... Don’t tell the pastor
WELL, THIS is awkward. We 
all experience awkward mo-
ments, right? 

Sometimes those awkward 
times come innocently, and 
other times they come because 
we have said or done some-
thing stupid – like the time 
I had just finished a 
big piece of cake and 
received a text from 
my wife telling me not 
to touch the cake on 
the counter because it 
was for a family in our 
church. Awkward. 

What about the 
poor guy who congrat-
ulated a lady on her 
pregnancy, only to find out 
she wasn’t pregnant! Super 

awkward. 
The weird thing for me as a 

pastor is writing an article chal-
lenging churches to appreciate 
their pastors. 

It’s like walking up to peo-
ple and asking them what they 
got me for my birthday – just 

plain weird.  
Oh well, here goes. 

As you know, October 
is Pastor/Staff Appre-
ciation Month. It is a 
time where churches 
are encouraged to cele-
brate and show appre-
ciation to their pastors 

and staff. I have had the 
honor and blessing of 

serving First Baptist Church, 
Dover, for 29 years and, yes, I 

have experienced many Pastor 
Appreciation Months. 

The reason I agreed to write 
this awkward article was not to 
get my church to send me to 
that two-week pastors’ confer-
ence in Hawaii, but because I 
know firsthand how vitally im-
portant encouragement is for 
pastors and their staff.  

First Thessalonians 5:11 
(ESV) says, “Encourage one 
another and build one an-
other up.” Everyone needs to 
be built up, including pastors, 
and often, especially pastors. 

Can we be honest? Most 
pastors are not going to stand 
behind their pulpits and say, 
“Hey guys, I need some en-
couragement. Will you do 

something nice for me during 
Pastor Appreciation Month?” 

Ain’t gonna happen. Most 
will continue to faithfully 
serve and minister to their 
flocks whether they are ac-
knowledged or not. It breaks 
my heart to speak with pastors 
who have served their congre-
gations so faithfully and have 
never received even the small-
est token of appreciation. One 
pastor told me he has to chase 
his treasurer down almost 
weekly in order to get his pay-
check! Pretty sad. 

I am so grateful that I serve 
a very thoughtful and gener-
ous congregation. I have been 
blessed to receive many posi-
tive encouragements at First 

Baptist, Dover, during Pas-
tor Appreciation Month and 
throughout the year as well. 

I know firsthand how the 
smallest gesture can really lift 
one’s spirit and put a bounce 
in one’s step for ministry. 

Through the years, my 
church has given me a set 
of golf clubs, love offerings, 
money trees, even a trip to 
Israel! I very much appreciate 
the fact that they appreciate 
my staff and me. I know and 
love so many pastors and staff 
across our state, and I also 
know that many could stand 
to be built up and encouraged.

So this word is not for pas-

See PASTOR page 14
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2017 ABSC Annual Meeting Schedule
TUESDAY MORNING, November 7

8:25 a.m. Presentation/Salute to Flags
8:30 a.m. Pre-Session Music...Scott Quimby, First Baptist Church, Stuttgart
8:45 a.m. Welcome..........Greg Sykes, First Baptist Church, Russellville 
8:50 a.m. Worship..................Scott Quimby, First Baptist Church, Stuttgart
8:55 a.m. Focused Prayer..............................................................Kyle Reno 
9:05 a.m. ENCOURAGE TO ENGAGE AR............J. D. “Sonny” Tucker
9:15 a.m. President’s Welcome and Call to Order..................Sam Roberts
9:20 a.m. Appointment of Committees..................................Sam Roberts  
   Credentials Committee...........................Brian Whitney  
   Order of Business Committee......................Scott Miller  
   Resolutions Committee....................................Larry Page
   Tellers Committee..............................................Tim Noel
9:25 a.m. Worship..................Scott Quimby, First Baptist Church, Stuttgart
9:30 a.m. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE..................................Sam Roberts
10:00 a.m. ENCOURAGE TO ENGAGE – Intl. Missions.......Bob Harper
10:15 a.m. Worship..................Scott Quimby, First Baptist Church, Stuttgart
10:20 a.m. Williams Baptist College................................................Tom Jones
10:30 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Foundation................................Bobby Thomas
10:40 a.m. EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT.............................Rob Davis
11:10 a.m. Worship..................Scott Quimby, First Baptist Church, Stuttgart
11:15 a.m. Camp Siloam.............................................................Jason Wilkie
11:25 a.m. Closing Prayer............................................................Izah Broadus

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, November 7

1:15 p.m. Instrumental Ensemble..........................................Master’Singers
1:30 p.m. Worship............Worship Team, Central Baptist Church, Conway 
1:35 p.m. Focused Prayer...........................................................Dave Hughey 
1:45 p.m. ENCOURAGE  TO ENGAGE – Delta Network.....Tim Wicker
1:55 p.m. Worship............Worship Team, Central Baptist Church, Conway
2:00 p.m. MESSAGE.......................................................Chris Simmons
2:30 p.m. Miscellaneous Business..................................................Rob Davis
2:40 p.m. Convention Nominating Committee Report............Don Phillips
2:45 p.m. Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council................................Larry Page
2:55 p.m. Agency and Institution Panel Discussion..........moderated by J.D. 
  “Sonny” Tucker (Tom Jones, David Perry, Ben Sells, Bobby 
  Thomas, Jason Wilkie and Tim Yarbrough)

3:25 p.m. Worship............Worship Team, Central Baptist Church, Conway
3:30 p.m. MESSAGE...........................................................John Meador
4:00 p.m. Closing Prayer...................................................................Carl Fair 

TUESDAY EVENING, November 7

6:00 p.m. Worship.............................................................Ouachita Sounds
6:05 p.m. Welcome...............................................................John McCallum
6:10 p.m. Ouachita Baptist University Choir and Report........Gary Gerber, 
         Ben Sells
6:40 p.m. Worship.............................................................Ouachita Sounds
6:45 p.m. Dixie Jackson Presentation.......................................Greg Addison
7:00 p.m. Focused Prayer..................................................................Bill Elliff
7:15 p.m. Concert of Praise.....................................................Master’Singers
7:45 p.m. EXEC. DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE.............J.D. “Sonny” Tucker
8:15 p.m. Church Planter Commissioning Service.......J. D. “Sonny” Tucker
8:40 p.m. Closing Prayer .................................................................Zach Belt

WEDNESDAY MORNING, November 8

8:30 a.m. Pre-Session Music.......................Worship Team, FBC, Russellville
8:45 a.m. Worship.....................................Worship Team, FBC, Russellville
8:50 a.m. ENCOURAGE TO ENGAGE – Send City Connections..............
                 Bob Harper
9:00 a.m. Miscellaneous Business..................................................Rob Davis 
9:15 a.m. Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes............................David Perry
9:25 a.m. Worship.....................................Worship Team, FBC, Russellville
9:30 a.m. CONVENTION SERMON.....................................Craig Collier
10:00 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (President)
10:05 a.m. Arkansas Baptist News..............................................Tim Yarbrough
10:10 a.m. SBC Executive Committee...........................................Augie Boto
10:15 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (First Vice President)
10:20 a.m. Resolutions.....................................................................Larry Page
10:35 a.m. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Second Vice President)
10:40 a.m. Prayer for Newly Elected Officers..................J. D. “Sonny” Tucker
10:45 a.m. Prayer for Revival and Spiritual Awakening...............Sam Roberts 
11:05 a.m. Adjourn

Related meetings
Hispanic Worship Service

Sunday, Nov. 5
6:30 pm – 8:30 p.m.
Location:Worship Center

Block Party
Mon–Wed, Nov. 6 – 8
Location: Church
grounds

Ministers’ Wives Conference
Monday, Nov. 6
Registration:  9– 9:30 a.m.
Conference: 9:30 a.m. – 
2 p.m. (lunch included)
Theme: Never Give Up
Location: Fellowship Hall
Speaker: Diane Nix, 
Contagious Joy 4 Him
Cost: There is no cost this
year for the first 100
women who register.
To Register: 
http://tinyurl.com/
yd7co4xj

Young Leaders Panel
Monday, Nov. 6, 12 p.m.

Location:  Student Center

Hispanic Celebration
Monday, Nov. 6
1 – 5:30 p.m. 
Location: 
Hispanic Mission

Associational Missionary 
Fellowship

Monday, Nov. 6
4:15 – 6:15 p.m.
Location – Pasta Grill, 
319 West Main

Church Planting 
Celebration Dinner

Monday, Nov. 6
4:15 – 6:15 p.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall

Missionary Parents 
Fellowship

Monday, Nov. 6
4:15 – 6:15 p.m.
Location: Room W206

See MEETINGS page 14
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 1: 2018 BUDGET

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
 Executive Board Programs........................................................................................$6,264,502
 Camp Siloam..............................................................................................................$240,146
 Children’s Homes and Family Ministries......................................................................$552,913
 Arkansas Baptist Foundation......................................................................................$323,677
 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine.....................................................................................$256,521
 Christian Higher Education................................................................................... $3,908,512
  Ouachita Baptist University.........................................................................$2,947,852
  Williams Baptist College................................................................................$960,660
 Total Arkansas Baptist State Convention..........................................................$11,546,271

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
 International Mission Board................................................................................$4,765,625
 North American Mission Board...........................................................................$2,154,505
 Theological Education Ministries............................................................................$2,094,946
 Christian Ethics and Religious Liberty Ministries.........................................................$155,987
 Facilitating Ministries.................................................................................................$282,666
  (SBC Executive Committee Expenses)
 Total Southern Baptist Convention..................................................................$9,453,729

TOTAL BUDGET...................................................................................................$21,000,000

OUT OF STATE MISSIONS
    
   2018  2022
CP   45.02%  45.82%
Out of State  2.58%  2.58%
Total Out of State 47.60%  48.40%

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2: 2018 GOALS
Executive Board ministry goals are printed in the 2017 Book of Reports and 2016 annual audits.

ABSC Executive Board offers budget,
ministry recommendations for 2018

See RECOMMENDATIONS page 13

CONVENTION Resolu-
tions Committee Chairman, 
Larry Page, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council, has in-
vited Arkansas Baptist mes-
sengers with proposed reso-
lutions to send them to the 
committee for early review.

Anyone desiring to pres-
ent a resolution to the com-
mittee should mail a copy of 
the proposed resolution to 
the address below by Tues-
day, Oct. 17. Proposed reso-
lutions may also be submit-
ted at the convention until 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 7.

Mail to: Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention, Attn:  
Mrs. Vera Clancy, 10 Rem-
ington Drive, Little Rock, 
AR 72204.

The published conven-
tion schedule calls for reso-
lutions to be considered 

during the morning session 
Wednesday, Nov. 8.

2017 ABSC committees

Credentials
Brian Whitney, chairman, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Searcy

Jonathan Curtis, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock

Casey Hough, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Cam-
den

Jeff Paxton, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Dover

Tad Rogers, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Mountain 
Home

Wade Totty, pastor, Cul-
lendale First Baptist Church, 
Camden

Resolutions and committee information

See COMMITTEES page 13

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/ 
New Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment - Ask about our free site needs  
AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades -Free design consultations

Stained Glass
Jonathan Soos 
Soos Stained Glass Inc. 
jon@soosstainedglass.com 
http://www.soosstainedglass.com 
30 Maumelle Curve Ct. 
Maumelle AR 72113 
501-758-8641 Maumelle studio 
501-758-8655 fax

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial -  
Employee Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

aBSC annual MEEting
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Ark. Baptists to be nominated for service in Russellville
ABSC ExECutivE BoArd

Term to Expire in 2020
Arkansas River Valley – *Greg 

Sykes, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville

Arkansas Valley – *Sam Medford, 
layman, member First Baptist 
Church, Brinkley

Ashley – Tracy Reed, student 
minister, First Baptist Church, 
Crossett

Calvary – *James E. Hays, pastor, 
Valley Baptist Church, Searcy

Caroline – Don Davis, layman, 
member Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church, Cabot

Caroline – Melvin York, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Des Arc

Centennial – *Mike Dodson, 
layman, member First Baptist 
Church, DeWitt

Clear Creek – Ben Lairamore, Jr., 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Ozark

Concord – Eric Green, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Booneville

Concord – Mark Williams, 
layman, member First Baptist 
Church, Lavaca

Current-Gaines – Sherrill 
Moffett, layperson, member First 
Baptist Church, Pocahontas

Delta – *Kenneth Culpepper, 
pastor, Bellaire Baptist Church, 
Dermott

Faulkner – *Bill Griffith, retired 
pastor, member Friendship Baptist 
Church, Conway

Faulkner – Larry D. White, 
pastor, Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway

Greene County – Anthony 
Cherry, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Paragould

Harmony – *Paul Williams, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, White 
Hall

Liberty – Jonathan Kelley, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, El Dorado

Little River – Butch Riddle, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown

Mississippi County – *Allen 
Donner, layman, First Baptist 
Church, Manila

Mississippi County – *Justin 
King, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Blytheville

Mount Zion – *Jerry Parker, 
associate pastor, Walnut Street 
Baptist Church, Jonesboro

North Arkansas – Cathy Brandt, 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Harrison

North Pulaski – Ken Shaddox, 
pastor, Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock

Pulaski – Jonathan Curtis, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Pulaski – Steven Smith, pastor, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock

Rocky Bayou – Ricky Burke, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Melbourne

Southwest – Bill Saxby, pastor, 
Trinity Baptist Church, Texarkana

Tri-County – Gene Crawley, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Forrest 
City

Tri-County – Josh Hall, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, West Memphis

Trinity – John Maley, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Trumann

Washington Madison – *Nick 
Floyd, teaching pastor, Cross 
Church, Fayetteville

Washington Madison – Brad 
Wheeler, pastor, University Baptist 

Church, Fayetteville
White River – *James “Tad” 

Rogers, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Mountain Home

District 5 – *Ruby Kite, 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood

District 8 – Pamela Balducci, 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, McGehee

Term to Expire in 2018
Clear Creek – Chris Johnson, 

pastor, First Baptist Church, Van 
Buren

Liberty – Casey Hough, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Camden

Liberty – Mike Launius, pastor, 
Rugged Cross Cowboy Church, 
Magnolia

Mississippi County – Eddie 
Clemons, pastor, Gosnell Baptist 
Church, Gosnell

 
ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ChildrEn’S 
homES And FAmily miniStriES

Term to Expire in 2020
*Jana Brandt – layperson, 

member Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

*Brad Franklin – associate pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Sherwood

*Ron Helvey – layperson, First 
Baptist Church, Mountain Home

Angel Lucas – layperson, member 
Ridgewood Baptist Church, Forrest 
City

*Julia O’Bryan – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith

*Judy C. White – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, Valley 
Springs

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt FoundAtion

Term to Expire in 2020
Judy Davis Jones – layperson, 

member Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

*Tom W. Kimbrell – layman, 
member Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

Matthew Shepherd – layman, 
member First Baptist Church,  
El Dorado

*Eric A. Turner – layman, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas

Thomas Vaughan – layman, 
member Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

ArkAnSAS BAptiSt nEwSmAgAzinE

Term to Expire in 2020
Rex Griffin – pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Elkins – District 1
Steve Ellison – associational 

missionary, Ouachita Baptist 
Association, Mena – District 4

*Bob Beach – layman, member 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock – Member at Large

*Jennifer Booth – layperson, 
member Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock – Member at 
Large   

*Doug Hibbard – pastor, East 
End Baptist Church, Hensley – 
Member at Large

CAmp SiloAm 
(ArkAnSAS BAptiSt ASSEmBly)

Term to Expire in 2020
Doug Compton – evangelist, 

member Eastside Baptist Church, 

Paragould
*Howard Hamilton – layman, 

member University Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville 

*Laura MacFarlan  – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Siloam Springs

J. H. Williams – layman, member 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Karen L. White – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Russellville

ouAChitA BAptiSt univErSity

Term to Expire in 2020
*Millard E. Aud – layperson, 

member First Baptist Church, 
Arkadelphia

Nancy Hassell Benton – 
layperson, member Central Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

*Julie Dodge – layperson, 
member Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway

Susan Shambarger Goss – 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, Bentonville

Terri Tollett Mardis – layperson, 
member Cross Church, Springdale

*Beth Neeley – layperson, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Camden

Molly Magee Shepherd – 
layperson, member First Baptist 
Church, El Dorado

*Tom Thrash – layperson, 
member Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

Term to Expire in 
2018

James S. Young – 
layman, member Cross 
Church, Springdale

williAmS BAptiSt 
CollEgE

Term to Expire in 
2020

Lance Brewer – 
minister of adults, 
First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville

*Theodis Brown 
– pastor, Macedonia 
Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs

Jeff Dial – pastor, 
Lifeline Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

*John Hill – 
layman, member 
Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro

Johnny Hutchison 
– pastor, Highland 
Drive Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

James Miller – 
layman, member 
First Baptist Church, 
Melbourne

David Moore 
– layman, member 
Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

Speedy Shoemake 
– layman, member 
First Baptist Church, 
Osceola

BAptiSt mEmoriAl 
hEAlth CArE 
CorporAtion, 
mEmphiS, tn

Term to Expire in 

2020
*A. Watson Bell – layman, 

member First Baptist Church, Searcy
Murray Benton – layman, 

member Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

*Don Underwood II – layman, 
member First Baptist Church, 
Marion

ConStitution And By-lAwS 
CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2020
Jay Shell – layman, member West 

Baptist Church, Batesville
Larry Walker, Jr. – church 

administrator, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville

ConvEntion progrAm CommittEE

Term to Expire in 2020
Kenny Stacy – pastor, Eagle 

Heights Baptist Church, Harrison

Term to Expire in 2018
Ronnie Toon – associational 

missionary, Independence Baptist 
Association, Batesville

FuturE SitE For thE AnnuAl 
mEEting

October 25-26, 2022 – First Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs

2018 ConvEntion SErmon

Preacher – Ronnie Deal, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Greenwood

Alternate – Jamar Andrews, pastor, 
Word Baptist Church, Jonesboro

2017 ConvEntion nominAting 
CommittEE

Erby Burgess – pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Glenwood

Kelly Jones – pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Harrisburg

Ralph Mashburn – layman, 
member Lonoke Baptist Church, 
Lonoke

Jeff Paxton – pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Dover

Don Phillips (Chairman) – pastor, 
Calvary Baptist Church, Camden

James “Tad” Rogers, Jr. – pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Mountain Home

Phillip Smith – pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Bentonville

Mac Stroud – layman, member Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock

Brian Whitney – pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Searcy

Sam Roberts – pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart; Ex-officio member

Rob Davis – pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Harrison; Ex-officio member

*Denotes second term

Visit arkansasbaptist.org for annual meeting coverage!

aBSC annual MEEting
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C l a s s i f i e d s
Falling Springs Community Church (est. 

1898), a rural, non-denominational, traditional 
worship church in NW AR, is accepting appli-
cations for a bi-vocational pastor with a 
passion for church growth. Email resume with 
references to: fscc1898@yahoo.com, or mail 
to: Pastoral Search Committee, Falling Springs 
Community Church, PO Box 325, Decatur, AR 
72722.

Kensett First Baptist Church, Kensett, AR, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. Dead-
line to submit resumes is by October 16, 2017. 
Please send resumes, references, and sermon 
DVDs to: Kensett First Baptist Church, ATTN: Pas-
tor Search Committee, PO Box 692, Kensett, AR 
72082. 

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Brookwood Baptist Church in Shreveport, 
LA, is seeking a senior pastor. For more in-
formation go to www.brookwoodpastor.com.

Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time senior  
pastor. Send resumes to pastorsearch@cbclr.
org.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR ley, AR. Contact Ben Coulter 870-918-4166 or  
bencoultermusic@me.com.

FBC Atkins, is presently receiving resumes 
for the position of student pastor. This is a 
full-time position; however, would consider bi-
vocational or part-time. Send resumes to First 
Baptist Church, Attention Ferrel Duffel, 201 N 
Church Street, Atkins, AR 72823, or email: duf-
felbag55@gmail.com. For job description go to 
atkinsfbc.com/jobopenings.

Millcreek Baptist Church, Hot Springs, AR, 
seeking bi-vocational youth pastor to co-
ordinate all aspects of the 7-12th grade youth 
group. Contact Vicki Caldwell: vcaldwell01@
yahoo.com or 501-840-3396.

Full-time youth/family minister, 
New Chapel Hill Baptist Church, West Monroe, 
LA. Send resumes to melinda@nchbc.net.

Full-time minister to youth and 
families, Graves Memorial Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, AR. The church is prayerfully 
seeking to hire a godly man to lead the youth 
ministry and assist our families in parenting 
and discipling kids of all ages. Email resumes to 
nick@gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church - DeWitt is accepting 
resumes for a full-time youth minister. 
Please submit resumes by email to office@
fbcdewitt.com - ATTN Personnel Committee. Bi-
vocational man would be considered. Deadline, 
October 2.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 

Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

First Baptist Church, Waldron, AR, is seeking 
full-time associate pastor to students 
and children, primarily to lead a comprehen-
sive ministry to students in grades 7-12, with 
additional responsibilities in the children’s area. 
Submit resume to Youth Min. Search Commit-
tee, FBC, PO Box 247, Waldron, AR  72958.

The No. Arkansas Baptist Association is seek-
ing to fill position of associational mission-
ary. Please submit resume to searchcommit-
tee@nabaptist.org and send hard copy to NABA, 
Attn: Search Team, 319 N. Chestnut St, Harrison, 
AR 72601, by Oct. 15, 2017. AM description is 
on website at: nabaptist.org.

Hopedale Baptist Church in Ozark, Mis-
souri, is positioned for dynamic growth in the 
south Springfield metropolitan area. We are 
seeking an innovative and passionate leader 
to join our team as associate pastor to 
emerging generations. Averaging 350 
in worship, Hopedale is blessed with a unified 
ministry staff that is passionate in reaching our  
community with the gospel. You may send 
resumes to tkendrick@hopedale.org. The job 
description for this position is available at 
hopedale.org.

Manila FBC is receiving resumes for a full-
time youth/worship or youth pastor. For 
more information go to www.firstbaptistma-
nila.org/jobs.

Seeking full-time pastor to children 
and families: East Side of Paragould is seek-
ing God’s man to lead a thriving children’s min-
istry and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with quality 
schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: pmiller@
connect2eastside.com.

Rye Hill Baptist Church in Fort Smith is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please send resumes by email to carla@
ryehill.org. Deadline for submitting resumes is 
Oct. 22.

Central Baptist White Hall, AR, is accept-
ing resumes for a full-time youth and  
education pastor. To be considered, please 
contact CBC Youth Pastor Search Committee, PO 
Box 20336, White Hall, AR  71612-0336 or cbc-
secretary@cablelynx.com.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Call 870-238-2230 or 870-208-5990.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Vacation: Italy from a Protestant/Evan-
gelical perspective. 9 days or combine with 
Steps of Paul Tour & Cruise.  www.pilgrim-
tours.com. 800-322-0788.

MISCELLANEOUS

Arkadelphia, AR 71923.
Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 

bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

FBC Gould, AR, seeking full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Third Street Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, AR, 
is currently seeking a full-time minister of 
youth and family. Please email resumes to 
jacobcengel@gmail.com.

Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, AR is prayerfully 
seeking part-time youth leader. Accept-
ing resumes through Nov. 30, 2017. Email re-
sumes to cbc4138@gmail.com or mail to Attn: 
Youth Search Committee, 4138 Cocklebur Road,  
Ward, Arkansas 72176.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices and leading the choir. Contact the church 
at 4701 East End Road, Hensley, AR 72065 or by 
emailing pastor@eebcar.com.

Looking for a part-time student min-
ister for Wheatley Baptist Church in Wheat-

Hickory Grove Baptist 
Church in Star City will cel-
ebrate its 145th anniversary on 
Oct. 1. 

Bob Harper, missions team 
leader for Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention, will speak 
at the 10:30 a.m. service. 

Music will be presented by 
the Kinsmen. 

Lunch will be provided, fol-

Obituaries

Church life

Robert (Bobby) Carroll 
Shows, Jr., 75, 
died Sept. 3. 

He was a min-
ister, the found-
er and director 
of Sports Cru-
saders Ministry, 
as well as a bas-

ketball referee and coach. 
Shows was an ordained 

minister, director of activities 
in Southern Baptist churches 
in Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Missouri and on staff at the 
Missouri Baptist Convention. 

He served on staff at Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock for 14 years.

He received both a master’s 
and bachelor’s  degree from 
Mississippi State University. 

Shows played on three SEC 
championship teams and went 
to the Game of Change at the 
NCAA tournament in 1963.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Peggy Jane Terry, 
a son, a daughter, four grand-
children, one great-grandson, 
and two brothers.  

Funeral services were 
held Sept. 12 at First Baptist 
Church in Brookhaven, Miss. 

Burial followed in Easthaven 
Cemetery in Brookhaven, 
Miss. See page 4 for an addi-
tional article on Shows.

lowed by a 1 p.m. service.
Everyone is invited to at-

tend. If you plan to attend, call 
870-628-3536 or 870-267-1817.

Alicia Baptist Church in 
Newport will hold revival ser-
vices Oct. 1-4.

Sunday services will be held 
at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday-
Wednesday services will be 
held at 7 p.m.

Herb Wilson will serve as 
the revival’s speaker.

Worship will be led by Dan 
and Sue Haygood.

Central Baptist Church in 
Conway will host an event cel-
ebrating the church’s 65 years 

of ministry at 10 p.m. Oct. 8.

Beech Street First Baptist 
Church in Texarkana will host 
THRIVE women’s event from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 14. 

Doors open at 8 a.m. and 
lunch will be provided.

Allison Allen, author of 
“Shine,” will serve as the 
event’s guest speaker. Melanie 
Jenkins, music and arts leader 
at Beech Street First Baptist 
Church, will serve as worship 
leader for the event.

Register online at beech-
streetfbc.org. The registra-
tion deadline is Oct. 6. For 
more information contact the 
church at 870-774-5165.

Place your classified here! 
Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 3: AMEND THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION FOR 
ARKANSAS BAPTIST FOUNDATION
The Executive Board of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention recommends the proposed 
amendments to the Articles of Incorporation for the Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

CURRENT:
FOURTH: This Corporation is organized as a nonprofit corporation exclusively for charitable, 
religious and educational purposes. which are more specifically described as follows:  
(a) To primarily serve any local church, benevolent, charitable, educational, or missionary undertaking, institution, or agency, fostered by or having the official sanc-
tion of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, the Southern Baptist Convention, or any of its affiliated state conventions, such conjoined purposes to be executed 
simultaneously in the furtherance and development of benevolent, charitable, educational, and missionary activities in and for the benefit of schools, churches, 
hospitals, orphanages, and other charitable enterprises which have as part of their mission the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ into all the world.
(b) To receive by bequest, devise, gift, purchase or lease, either absolutely or in trust, any property, real, personal or mixed; and to administer such property, convey 
such property, invest and reinvest the same, or the proceeds thereof, in such manner as in the judgment of the Directors will best promote the objects and purposes 
of the Corporation.
(c) To develop innovative ways and means for raising, developing and acquiring funds for the charitable purposes of the Corporation; to act as an agent for life insur-
ance companies in procuring, receiving and forwarding applications for life insurance, together with the collection of premiums and the taking of such other actions 
as may be designated to agents by life insurance companies in order to facilitate the contribution by donors of policies of life insurance, the beneficiary of which is 
this organization or some other Baptist cause, such proceeds to be used for the charitable objects and purposes thereof.
(d) To  receive and administer assets where a gift or bequest is for the benefit of any benevolent, charitable, educational, or missionary undertaking, organization, 
institution or agency, provided such undertaking, organization, institution or agency is organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, 
or educational purposes and qualifies as a publicly supported organization as defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or the corresponding provision of any 
future United States Internal Revenue law (the “Code”) and the regulations thereunder, and provided that the purposes of such undertaking, organization, institu-
tion, or agency are not inconsistent with the purposes of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
(e) To serve as corporate Trustee of any trust in which the Arkansas Baptist State Convention or any of its affiliated churches, agencies, or institutions, the Southern 
Baptist Convention or any of its affiliated churches, agencies, or institutions, or any other evangelical Christian organization which has a primary purpose that is not 
inconsistent with the purposes of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention and which operates strictly for benevolent, charitable, educational, or mission purposes 
have a beneficial interest, to serve as corporate Trustee of any trust originating from the same estate plan or design as a trust described herein; and to inform and 
educate potential donors of the tax and other advantages of the various charitable giving vehicles permitted by state and federal law which may be used to benefit 
such organizations as described herein.
(f) To serve as administrator of any donor-advised fund in which a majority of the income and/or principal is to be used to further the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention or any of its affiliated churches, agencies or institutions, the Southern Baptist Convention or any of its affiliated churches, 
agencies or institutions, or any other evangelical Christian organization which has a primary purpose that is not inconsistent with the purposes of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention and which operates strictly for benevolent, charitable, educational, or mission purposes.
(g) To provide education, information and other services to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention and its affiliated churches, agencies, institutions, and other related 
ministries in the areas of church business administration and financial management of church resources.

AMENDED REQUEST:
FOURTH:  This Corporation is organized as a nonprofit corporation exclusively for charitable, religious and educational purposes. Generally, the Corporation is 
organized as a ministry of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention to serve the churches, agencies, institutions and ministries of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
as well as the greater body of Southern Baptist believers in Jesus Christ.  This purpose is preeminent and defining and shall serve as a guide and framework through 
which the Corporation’s mission, vision, activities, efforts and policies are construed, interpreted and carried out.
In carrying out the foregoing purposes, the Corporation may:
(a) serve any local church, benevolent, charitable, educational, or missionary undertaking, institution, or agency, fostered by or having the official sanction of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention, the Southern Baptist Convention, or any of its affiliated state conventions, such conjoined purposes to be executed simultaneously 
in the furtherance and development of benevolent, charitable, educational, and missionary activities in and for the benefit of schools, churches, hospitals, orphanages, 
and other charitable enterprises which have as part of their mission the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ into all the world.
(b) receive by bequest, devise, gift, purchase or lease, either absolutely or in trust, any property, real, personal or mixed; and administer such property, convey such 
property, invest and reinvest the same, or the proceeds thereof, in such manner as in the judgment of the Directors will best promote the objects and purposes of the 
Corporation.
(c) receive and administer assets where a gift or bequest is for the benefit of any benevolent, charitable, educational, or missionary undertaking, organization, institu-
tion or agency, provided such undertaking, organization, institution or agency is organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or 
educational purposes and qualifies as a publicly supported organization as defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or the corresponding provision of any future 
United States Internal Revenue law (the “Code”) and the regulations thereunder, and provided that the purposes of such undertaking, organization, institution, or 
agency are not inconsistent with the purposes of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
(d) serve as corporate Trustee of any trust in which the Arkansas Baptist State Convention or any of its affiliated churches, agencies, or institutions, the Southern 
Baptist Convention or any of its affiliated churches, agencies, or institutions, or any other evangelical Christian organization which has a primary purpose that is not 
inconsistent with the purposes of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention and which operates strictly for benevolent, charitable, educational, or mission purposes 
have a beneficial interest; serve as corporate Trustee of any trust originating from the same estate plan or design as a trust described herein; and to inform and edu-
cate potential donors of the tax and other advantages of the various charitable giving vehicles permitted by state and federal law which may be used to benefit such 
organizations as described herein.
(e) serve as administrator of any donor-advised fund in which a majority of the income and/or principal is to be used to further the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention or any of its affiliated churches, agencies or institutions, the Southern Baptist Convention or any of its affiliated churches, 
agencies or institutions, or any other evangelical Christian organization which has a primary purpose that is not inconsistent with the purposes of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention and which operates strictly for benevolent, charitable, educational, or mission purposes.
(f) provide education, information and other services to the Arkansas Baptist State Convention and its affiliated churches, agencies, institutions, and other related 
ministries in the stewardship of their resources.

continued from page 10
RECOMMENDATIONS

continued from page 10
COMMITTEES

Order of Business
Scott Miller, chairman, 

associational missionary, 
Faulkner Baptist Associa-

tion, Conway
Kenny Stacy, pastor, Eagle 

Heights Baptist Church, 
Harrison

Ronnie Toon, asso-
ciational missionar y, 
Independence Baptist  
Association, Batesville

Resolutions
Larry Page, chairman, exec-

utive director, Arkansas Faith 
and Ethics Council, Little 
Rock

Rick Grant, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Benton

Dave Hughey, pastor, Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock

Ricky Lee, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Sherwood

David Mitchell, pas-
tor, Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church, Cabot

Don Phillips, pastor, Cal-
vary Baptist Church, Camden

Stacy Reed, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Batesville

Ken Shaddox, pastor, Park 
Hill Baptist Church, North 

See COMMITTEES page 14
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Little Rock
Jarvis Smith, pastor, Sec-

ond Baptist Church AA, 
West Helena

Greg Sykes, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Russellville

Parliamentarians
Dan Raines, lead parlia-

mentarian, layperson, mem-
ber, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville

Rob Davis, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Harrison

Mike Rainwater, layperson, 
member Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock

Tellers
Tim Noel, chairman, pas-

tor, Trinity Baptist Church, 

Searcy
Bryan Adair, pastor, Cross 

Point Cowboy Church, Min-
eral Springs

B.T. Cooper, pastor, 
Spring Creek Community 
Baptist Church, Madison

Terry W. Fortner, pastor, 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, 
Cabot

Aaron Matthews, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Lowell

David O’Dell, pastor, Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Jack-
sonville 

Roderick Rogers, pastor, 
Fordyce Community Baptist 
Church, Fordyce

Rusty Ross, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Fordyce

Greg Spann, pastor, Cross 
Bar C Cowboy Church, Ben-
ton

continued from page 13
COMMITTEES

continued from page 9
MEETINGS

The Link - Agencies + 
Institutions Fellowship

Monday, Nov. 6
8:30–9:30 p.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall

Disaster Relief – 
complimentary lunch

Tuesday, Nov. 7 at 
11:30 a.m.
Location: church grounds

Seminary Luncheons – 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 11:30 a.m. 

Mid-America Seminary
Location: Room W260

New Orleans Seminary
Location: Room W261 

 
Southwestern Seminary

Location: Room W263

Chaplains Lunch
Tuesday, Nov. 7

11:30 a.m.
Location: 
Fellowship Hall 103B

Arkansas Student 
Pastors Network

Tuesday, Nov. 7
4–6 p.m.
Location: 
Fellowship Hall 103A

Discipleship Pastors 
Network

Tuesday, Nov. 7
4–6 p.m.
Location: 
Fellowship Hall 103B

Preschool & Children’s 
Ministry Dinner and 
Roundtable

Tuesday, Nov. 7
4–6 p.m.
Location: Room W263

Women’s Ministry Dinner
Tuesday, Nov. 7
4–6 p.m.
Location: Room W261

FREE Pastors’ Conference
Monday, October 9 - 1-4 p.m.

 First Baptist Church Rogers

Made possible by the generosity of Arkansas Baptists giving through the  
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering and the Cooperative Program 

 ServSafe® 
Training 

Date December 2, 2017 
Place ABSC 10 Remington Drive             
  Little Rock, AR 72204 
Time 8 am—5 pm  
Cost $70/person (includes $70 book,                   
 instruction, lunch, and exam)             
Registration ww.absc.org/disasterrelief  

(Registration deadline Nov 10th) 
More info mhendrix@absc.org or  
 501.376.4791 ext 5249 
ServSafe is a certification by the National Restaurant 
Association for safe food handling.  After classroom 
instruction, a proctored exam will be given for a  

5-year ServSafe Manager certificate. 

continued from page 8
PASTOR
tors; it is for that deacon, hos-
pitality team, special events 
team, Sunday school member, 
or anyone else who feels led to 

get the job done. 
Will you take it upon your-

self to make sure your church 
recognizes your pastor and 
staff in a special way? In the 
words of our Lord Jesus, “Do 
to them what you would want 
done to you.” I guarantee that 

it will be like a boomerang. If 
you throw out appreciation 
and encouragement for your 
pastor and staff, it will defi-
nitely come back to bless your 
church family.

Jeff Paxton is pastor at First 
Baptist Church in Dover.

Honor your pastor with an ABN ad
PASTORS marry us, carry us 
through challenging times, 
and in the end, bury us, so 
why shouldn’t we do some-
thing special and out of the 
ordinary for them from time 
to time?

While some churches 
may give their pastor time 
off or a special gift, have 
you thought about honoring 
your pastor with a special 
display advertisement in the  

Arkansas Baptist News (ABN)? 
The ABN is offering spe-

cial pricing for churches 
wishing to place an ad hon-
oring their pastor or staff 
member during Pastor Ap-
preciation Month (for an ex-
ample visit arkansasbaptist.
org/pastor-appreciation).

Contact the ABN at ads@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 
800-838-2272, ext. 5161, for 
special discounted rates.
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Gerald Nash
Conway

How often have you heard someone 
say, “I hate to complain, but...”? Then 
they go off on a long discourse of how 
someone or something has fallen short of 
their expectations. Complaining is simply 
expressing dissatisfaction.   

Over and over we 
read of Israel’s com-
plaining. They com-
plained under the 
tyranny of Pharaoh 
(Ex. 2:23). They com-
plained at the Red 
Sea (Ex. 14:11-12). 
They complained at Marah 
(Ex. 15:23-24). They com-
plained about Moses and 
Aaron’s leadership (Ex. 
16:2-3; 17:2-4). God freed 
them from bondage. He 
protected them by pillar of 
cloud and pillar of fire. He 
gave them water to drink 
and food to eat. God also 
provided sound leadership. 
Their complaining was a se-
rious sin in light of God’s 
sufficiency. In Exodus 16:8 
(HCSB) Moses told the Israelites, “Your 
complaints are not against us but against 
the Lord.”

God reacted with mercy in spite of 
their sin of ingratitude. The manna of-
fers a lesson about God’s provision. First, 
it was supernatural. It came from God 

and not man. Second, God’s provision 
was sufficient. It was enough for each 
day with provision even for the Sabbath. 
God’s provision was also sacred (Ex. 
16:34). Moses was commanded to save a 
portion of the manna, which eventually 

was placed in the 
ark lest they forget. 
Last, it was sanctify-
ing. It was to teach 
them a spiritual les-
son “that man does 
not live on bread 
alone but on every 

word that comes from the 
mouth of the LORD” 
(Deut. 8:3, HCSB).

Ultimately, all com-
plaints are against God. 
God is sovereign, and ev-
erything that happens in 
our lives comes by way of 
Him first. He knows ex-
actly what we are going 
through. Everything is 
under His watchful eye. 
He uses all of our experi-
ences to mold and shape 

us into the image of His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We would do well to 
take Paul’s word seriously, “Do every-
thing without grumbling and arguing”  
(Phil. 2:14, HCSB). Why? Because we 
can trust in His sufficiency for our every 
need.

plate of righteousness wraps our emo-
tions with God’s righteousness, filtering 
what comes in and out of the heart and 
protecting it from piercing blows. 

The belt of truth wraps God’s truth 
around the core of our being so that we 

walk in truth, live 
in truth and testify 
the truth. God’s 
truth protects us 
from error. It tells 
us the truth of who 
we are and Who 
He is.

The sandals of peace 
allow God to direct our 
steps. The spikes on the 
sandals anchor us in Christ 
so we cannot be moved 
from His truth. 

The shield of faith 
protects from a relentless 
enemy. We stand behind 
our faith, keeping our eyes 
on Jesus, the perfecter of 
our faith (Heb. 12:2). Faith 
can make the difference be-

tween victory and defeat. 
The sword of God wraps our hands 

around God’s Word. It is defensive, de-
flecting the enemy’s attack. It is offen-
sive, piercing the heart of man.

The next time you ask, “What should 
I wear?” don’t forget you are dressing for 
battle and ask, “Did I put on my armor?”

There is increasing political and cul-
tural pressure to keep all Christian in-
fluence out of public affairs. This is dra-
matically seen in the battle to remove 
any plaques or monuments of the Ten 
Commandments from public places. Al-
though a stand on 
this issue is impor-
tant, it is more im-
portant that the Ten 
Commandments be  
reflected in the ev-
eryday lives of Chris-
tians.

Mark records the story 
of a scribe who came to 
Jesus with an important 
question. He had listened 
to the Lord’s debate with 
the other Jewish leaders 
and was impressed with 
His answers. He respectful-
ly asked Jesus which of the 
commandments is most 
important (Mark 12:28). 
Jesus answered, quoting 
the Shema, “Listen, Israel! 
The Lord our God, the 
Lord is One. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your 
strength” (Mark 12:29-30, HCSB). Jesus 
gave him the second most important 
commandment, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Mark 12:31, HCSB). Knowing 
the Jewish leaders debated which com-

mandments were the greatest or most 
important, Jesus added, “There is no 
other commandment greater than these” 
(Mark 12:31, HCSB). Matthew’s Gospel 
adds, “All the Law and the Prophets de-
pend on these two commands” (Matt. 

22:40, HCSB).
Jesus was describ-

ing a vertical and 
horizontal relation-
ship that can clear-
ly be seen in the  
Ten Command-
ments. If we love 

God with all our heart, 
soul, mind and strength, 
we will keep the first four 
of the Ten Command-
ments. We will not wor-
ship any other gods, not 
make graven images, not 
use God’s name in vain 
and keep the Sabbath 
holy. If we love our neigh-
bor as ourselves, we will 
keep the last six of the Ten 
Commandments. We will 
honor our parents, not 

murder, not commit adultery, not steal, 
not give false witness and not covet what 
belongs to our neighbor.  

When we love others as ourselves, we 
show others that we love God. In this 
way, we will follow the commands of 
God and reflect our obedience to Him 
in the world in which we live.

As the mom of three sons, I am quite 
familiar with the various kinds of battle 
plans that one might use. Our house 
has been abounding with GI Joe figures, 
little green Army men and camouflage 
since the birth of our firstborn in 1980. 

Sitting around 
our table in the 
Philippines our 
sons have had 
countless discus-
sions on the proper 
alignment of the GI 
Joe men to defeat 
the bad guys. There is one 
discussion that especially 
sticks out … the GI Joe men 
who surrounded our man-
ger scene so Herod could 
not kill the baby Jesus. It 
was quite the sight with GI 
Joe men on the roof of the 
stable, behind the stable, in 
the feeding trough, under 
the cattle and under the 
straw. 

Today my grandsons 
play with those GI Joes, but there will 
always be one reserved for putting in 
the manger to “guard” the baby Jesus. 
As cute as the scene was with the added 
touches of my elementary school-aged 
sons, there was some truth to the scene. 
What is the battle plan for winning the 
prize Paul spoke of? What are we doing 
to guard God’s rightful place of worship  

in our lives?
Jesus was tempted with everything 

known to man in His wilderness experi-
ence. He was offered the much-needed 
food to sustain life, the chance to show 
off His power and the opportunity to 

have everything de-
sirable on earth. He 
turned it all down. 
To participate in 
any of it took away 
the greatest oppor-
tunity of all – to 
worship and serve 

the Lord His God. More 
important than the food to 
feed His body was the food 
that would feed His soul, 
the Word of God. More im-
portant than proving His 
power to command angels 
was resting in the power of 
the One Who created the 
angels, God. More impor-
tant than having it all was 
worshipping the One Who 
owns it all, God.

There are many “battle plans” in 
Scripture. Esther’s plan was prayer. 
Naomi’s was a redeemer. Gideon’s was 
obedience. Moses’ was the power of 
God. What is your battle plan? How 
will you guard the rightful place of 
God in your life? Whom do you wor-
ship with heart, soul and mind today?  
Is it God?

Gayla Parker
Little Rock

Sufficient
Exodus 16:1-5; 11-20 (HCsB)

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Gerald Nash
Conway

“What should I wear?” is an age-old 
dilemma. Some can choose the night be-
fore; others will only change their minds. 
Some have a set rotation. Others choose 
based on what is clean. Complicating 
the issue is the new fad of non-gender 
clothes. How will 
we guide our chil-
dren through that 
maze and help them 
be proud of their 
gender and confi-
dent in who God 
created them to be?

Maybe instead of asking, 
“What should I wear?” we 
should ask, “Am I ready 
for battle?” and put on our 
armor – the armor of God.

The helmet of salvation 
protects the mind. What 
starts in the mind goes to 
the heart and turns to ac-
tion and the quicksand of 
sin. Wrap God’s helmet 
around your mind. Love 
the Lord your God with all 
your mind. Think on what is true, lovely 
and holy. Meditate on His Word day and 
night. There will be no room for tempta-
tion in that kind of mind!

The breastplate of righteousness pro-
tects our emotions. One of Satan’s best 
weapons is emotional baggage – feeling 
worthless, guilty, ashamed. The breast-

Battle armor
EpHEsians 6:1-20

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Commanded
Exodus 20:1-17 (HCsB)

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Battle plan
MattHEw 4:1-10

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

OctOber 1, 2017

Gayla Parker
Little Rock

OctOber 8, 2017



For information about how your  
church can participate contact:
 Barbara Vick, circulation coordinator,  

at 800-838-2272, ext. 5156

“Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901”

Save time.
Save money.

Reach your entire church 
family by publishing your 
church newsletter on the 

back page of the 
Arkansas Baptist News

It’s easy.
It’s colorful.

It’s economical! 


