
Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901
EWS

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Inside:
– Smith to attendees: ‘Just worship Him’
– Hundreds of voices ‘ring’ at PraizFest
– Paron to offer programmed camp 
– What does the IMB have to hide?
– When the sheep feed the shepherd

Volume 115, Number 3 February 11, 2016

Inside:
– Smith to attendees: ‘Just worship Him’
– Hundreds of voices ‘ring’ at PraizFest
– Paron to offer programmed camp 
– What does the IMB have to hide?
– When the sheep feed the shepherd

Volume 115, Number 3

‘Risen’ tells of Crucifixion 
from soldier’s eyes

Christian 
entertainment

page 11

Thousands gather 
to focus on growth

PRAISING AND SINGING – Students take part in dress rehearsal during PraizFest, a youth choir event sponsored by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention evangelism and church health team (see story, Page 2). Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

See STEPS page 3

LITTLE ROCK – In what 
has become a highlight each 
year for many Arkansas Bap-
tist pastors, pastors’ wives and 
members, the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention’s (ABSC) 
State Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Health, held 
Jan. 25-26 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, was a time of spiritual 
growth, fellowship and convic-
tion.

“Every Christian is called 
to be a disciple; every Chris-
tian is called to share their 
faith; every Christian is called 
to help people know what it 
looks like to know and love 
Jesus,” Jim Putman, founder 
and senior pastor of Real Life 
Ministries in Post Falls, Idaho, 
told attendees at the confer-
ence.

“There is a spiritual army 
within every church that can 
be unleashed on a commu-
nity if we understand what it 

The ABN classifi eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 13.
The ABN classifi eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classifi ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

means to be and be made dis-
ciples,” added Putman.

“We all in here can agree 
Jesus’ primary mission was to 
live a sinless life so that He 
could die on a cross and pay 
for our sins,” said Putman. 
“But He had a secondary mis-
sion closely tied to the first. 
His secondary mission was to 
create messengers that could 
deliver the greatest message 
of all time. … What good is it 
that He died all of those years 
ago if nobody is going to hear 
about it?”

Putman echoed a sentiment 
shared by all of the event’s 
speakers – the planet is des-
perately in need of revival and 
spiritual awakening, starting 
with the people of God and 
going out to a lost and dying 
world.

More than 1,000 Arkan-
sas Baptists attended the 

Pastor takes ‘steps’ to pay debt
See GROWTH page 7

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

DENNARD – Working to pay 
off a church’s debt is many 
times a step-by-step process 
that takes much time and ef-
fort to accomplish.

But for Rick Mont-
gomery, pastor of The 
Zoo Church Village in 
Dennard, he is liter-
ally planning to walk 
(step) across Arkansas 
in an effort to pay off 
the church’s property.

Montgomery said 
June will mark the 
church’s fifth year at 
the site of an old roadside zoo 
they have renovated – hence 
the church’s name. When they 
bought the property, they had 
five-year balloon note and have 
been paying on it, but now the 

months are counting down to 
when it needs to be paid off. 
Though he expects he could 
refinance some of it, Mont-
gomery said he wishes to pay 
it off in full.

He noted that most of the 
Zoo Church members 
are financially stressed 
and would not be able 
to pay off the property 
on their own.

“This church is 
not like your average 
church,” he said. “It’s 
not a church that even 
is able to fund itself 
every month. Many 
months my wife and I 

put money in to meet the bills. 
So it’s a struggle each month, 
but we minister to people that 
really need to be ministered 
to and we meet a need in that 
area. And I think God is going 

to do some great things.”
So he plans to raise money 

by walking the 304 miles 
between Fort Smith and 
Memphis, Tenn. He hopes 
to receive 3,000 pledges of 
$77, though pledges of other 
amounts are welcome.

Dale LaFountain, who at-
tends The Zoo Church Village, 
will walk with him.

Montgomery said he plans 
to walk 10 miles per day – 
which he estimates will take 
him 3.5 hours each day – 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays of each week, 
beginning in mid-February. 
He said he plans to drive to 
and from his home each day 
to keep from spending money 
on hotels, so he will be looking 
for volunteers to drive him the 

Montgomery

LifeWay trustees OK
building relocation

See LIFEWAY page 3

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Trustees of LifeWay Christian 
Resources have authorized the 
purchase of land and construc-
tion of a new corporate head-
quarters in Nashville, Tenn.

In their semiannual meet-
ing, trustees approved a resolu-
tion to authorize LifeWay’s ad-
ministration to purchase prop-
erty in downtown Nashville 
for its future headquarters. 

“This property is not just 
a location – it’s a new com-
munity in which we can in-

vest ourselves for the future,” 
President and CEO Thom S. 
Rainer told trustees during 
Feb. 1-2 meetings in Nashville.

The property is five blocks 
north of LifeWay’s current 
headquarters with frontage on 
Interstate 40/65. LifeWay ad-
ministration will continue its 
due diligence on the 2.7 acres 
of land in Capitol View, a new 
mixed-use development site 
in Nashville’s central business 
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Uphold abortion rules, 
ERLC, SBTC urge court
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
own decisions and the 
need for states to protect 
women’s lives call for the 
justices to uphold a Texas 
law that regulates abortion 
doctors and clinics, ac-
cording to two Southern 
Baptist entities and other 
religious organizations. 
The Ethics and  Religious 
Liberty Commission 
joined the Southern Bap-
tists of Texas Convention 
and four other groups in 
a friend-of-the-court brief 
filed Feb. 1 with the high 
court. The brief urges the 
justices to affirm a Texas 
measure that requires an 
abortion doctor to have 
admitting privileges at a 
nearby hospital in case a 
woman needs emergency 
admission. The law also 
mandates abortion clin-
ics must meet the health 
and safety standards of 
other walk-in surgical 
centers. The Supreme 
Court will hear oral argu-
ments March 2 to decide if 
the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New Orleans 
was correct in upholding 
most of the Texas mea-
sure.

Obama tells of personal 
faith at prayer breakfast
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
President Obama used 
his final National Prayer 
Breakfast address as 
America’s chief executive 
to explain how he has 
combated fear by draw-
ing on his personal Chris-
tian faith and by looking 
to people of all faiths for 
inspiration. “Like every 
president, like every 
leader, like every person, 
I’ve known fear,” Obama 
said Feb. 4. “But my 
faith tells me that I need 
not fear death, that the 
acceptance of Christ 
promises everlasting life 
and the washing away of 
sins.”

Smith

Smith to attendees: 
‘Just worship Him’
LITTLE ROCK – Jehoshaphat 
was a righteous, rich king who 
believed in spiritual renewal 
and revival and who 
believed the Bible 
must be primary 
in order to see that 
revival, said Robert 
Smith during the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC) Prayer Lead-
ers’ Workshop held 
prior to the ABSC’s 
State Conference 
on Evangelism and 
Church Health Jan. 
25 at Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock.

Smith, who serves as 
Charles T. Carter Baptist 
chair of divinity at Beeson Di-
vinity School in Birmingham, 
Ala., where he teaches Chris-
tian preaching, shared from 2 
Chronicles 20 about praying 
for power in weakness. 

During the two-hour work-
shop, Smith took the 200-
plus attendees verse by verse 
through the chapter, which 

details Judah’s praise and wor-
ship of God as they prepared 
for battle and the victory God 

brought them. 
He noted that 

God has a way of 
bringing people 
from fear to faith.

Smith drew out 
valuable lessons 
from the verses, in-
cluding the impor-
tance of worship-
ping God.

“I just have a 
sneaky suspicion 
that shackles could 

fall off of many of us today if 
we would stop wondering how 
God’s going to work and just 
worship Him,” Smith said. 
“Quit trying to figure it out.”

Also during the conference, 
attendees heard personal tes-
timonies from Doug Wills, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Norphlet, and Manley Beasley, 
pastor of Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, about 
the power of prayer in their 
churches.

The conference ended with 
a time of prayer, during which 
Smith led attendees through 
three acknowledgements made 
by Jehoshaphat in 2 Chroni-

cles 20:12: that (1) they didn’t 
have power, (2) they didn’t 
have knowledge of what to do 
but (3) they were looking to 
God. 

Attendees at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Prayer Leaders’  Workshop con-
clude their event in a time of prayer and seeking the Lord.

Hundreds of voices ‘ring out’ at PraizFest 
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTON – A sea of match-
ing green T-shirts flooded the 
stage of First Baptist Church, 
Benton, as hundreds of sev-
enth through 12th graders 
from across the state joined 
together for the grand finale 
worship during this year’s 
PraizFest event.

The students’ voices, ac-
companied by a live orchestra, 
rang out across the sanctuary 
in praise and worship as they 
performed the songs they had 
been rehearsing all day and the 
preceding evening, each song 
fading to an echo of applause.

PraizFest, a youth choir 
event sponsored by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and 
church health team, was Jan. 
29-30 and drew 330 students 
from 21 churches.

The annual event combines 
singing, worship and perfor-
mances from several student 
choirs across the state and 
eventually concludes with the 

grand finale worship. The 
event gives students a mass 
choir experience. 

“The students sang incred-
ibly well,” said Larry Grayson, 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team member. “As 
one Facebook post put it, 
‘God showed up!’”

Clay Cunningham, as-
sociate pastor of family 
ministry at First Baptist, 
Benton, served as event 
pastor; and Trent Black-
ley, minister of music 
at First Baptist Church, 
Rockwall, Texas, served 
as clinician.

“Blackley led the stu-
dents with excellence, teaching 
them great music, but teach-
ing them to be worshippers as 
well! The spirit of the entire 
event was just amazing!” Gray-
son said.

Darrell Spigner, associate 
pastor of worship ministries, 
at Central Baptist Church, 
Conway, and his wife, Calleen, 
brought some of their students 
to the event.

“I’m hoping that it will just 

encourage them to continue to 
use their voices for the Lord, 
especially seeing a couple of 
featured choirs and what they 
can do,” said Darrell Spigner, 
noting that he also hopes the 

students will meet new friends, 
as well as become stronger 
both vocally and spiritually. 

Calleen Spigner added that 
she wants students to have the 
opportunity to enjoy singing 
and worshipping with others 
their age.

Bryant Wilson, a high 
school senior who came with 
Central Baptist, noted that 
along with enjoying the songs 
they sing each year, he has had 

the opportunity to learn a lot 
about music and has made “a 
lot of great friends” through 
PraizFest over the years.

“PraizFest is just a great wor-
ship experience,” he said. “You 

also get to learn a lot of 
musical techniques that 
you can take home and 
apply to a church choir 
or even just singing in 
general.”

Caelyn Longing, an 
11th grade student who 
attended with Union 
Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe, also said she likes 
learning the songs and 
various ways of singing. 

She also said she enjoys the 
worship aspect of the event.

“I just like for a bunch of 
kids to come together and sing 
about God and praising Him,” 
she said, adding, “I think 
that every kid who has gone 
to church and loves to sing 
should come here. It’s a great 
experience, and you just get to 
be with kids that praise God.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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10 miles back to his car after 
his daily walks.

As he walks, he will be pray-
ing. Prayer requests can be sent 
in via Facebook.

Montgomery 
is no stranger 
to walking – he 
walked across 
the state twice 
before, although 
he took a differ-
ent route and 
was pastoring a 
different church 
at the time.

He said the 
first two walks 
didn’t raise as 
much money as 
he had hoped, 
so he decided he 
wouldn’t walk 
as a fundraiser 
again. 

“But then I 
was walking on 
my treadmill at 
the house one night, and … 
I got to thinking, ‘So you’ll 
walk (on) this every day, but 
you won’t walk for God, and 
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Flooding in Mo. & Ill. 
‘worse than most realize’
ST. LOUIS (BP) – The 
daunting challenge of 
restoring flood-damaged 
homes continues to face 
many families around 
Missouri and Illinois 
after widespread flood-
ing wreaked havoc in 
late December and early 
January. “It’s bigger than 
people realize,” said Joe 
Banderman, leader of 
the Missouri Baptist Con-
vention’s collegiate re-
lief team. “Unless you’re 
here, it’s hard to get an 
idea of the scope of the 
f looding.” Caused by 
a month of heavy rain, 
flooding across Missouri 
and Illinois killed at least 
two dozen people, affect-
ed roughly 5,000 homes 
and temporarily closed 
portions of Interstate 
44 and Interstate 70. In 
some areas along the Mis-
sissippi, floodwaters rose 
to 48.9 feet, surpassing 
the 1993 record by nearly 
half a foot.

Female conscription 
‘absurd’, but may happen

WASHINGTON (BP) 
– A Feb. 2 proposal by 
two top U.S. generals 
that women be required 
to register for future 
military drafts represents 
what a former Army chief 
of chaplains called the 
unfortunate end result of 
the Obama administra-
tion’s decision to abolish 
all gender-based restric-
tions for military jobs. 
“The sad fact is,” said for-
mer Army Chief of Chap-
lains Douglas Carver, 
“that our national leaders 
have championed gender 
equality in the armed ser-
vices, specifically in the 
special operations and 
combat duty positions, 
without fully consider-
ing its impact on combat 
readiness, teambuilding, 
military recruiting for an 
all-volunteer force and the 
stability of ... families.”

Paron to offer 1st programmed summer camp
PARON – Camp Paron has 
served as the location for 
countless retreats, reunions, 
conferences, programs and 
even family camps and church 
camps. But this summer, for 
the first time ever, Camp 
Paron will hold its own week 
of programmed sum-
mer camp.

The camp, set to 
take place July 25-29, 
will be open to youth 
groups statewide and 
will focus on the theme 
Recharge.

“Since we are on 
a physical mission to 
‘recharge’ Camp Paron 
among our ABSC (Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention) 
family, as well as ‘recharging’ 
the grounds and facilities, it 
seemed natural to build the 
summer camp program around 
the idea of allowing students 
to spiritually ‘recharge,’” said 
Sherrie Hoogendoorn, who 
helps run the camp.

Her husband, John, became 
camp manager in January 2015 
after the retirement of the pre-
vious staff.

“Our desire is that stu-
dents will see the need for 

and importance of spending 
time alone with Jesus,” Sher-
rie Hoogendoorn said. “We 
pray that they leave camp feel-
ing spiritually recharged and 
equipped to continue that 
personal growth as they merge 
back into the world of school, 

family, friends and 
busy schedules.”

The camp speaker 
will be John Schaffner, 
former Baptist colle-
giate minister at the 
University of Arkansas 
– Fort Smith and cur-
rent associate pastor 
for university life at 
First Baptist Church 

in Lubbock, Texas.
Dalton Shaffer and his 

band, a college-age worship 
band with a heart for youth, 
will lead worship. Band mem-
bers will also be available to 
spend time with students be-
tween worship sessions.

Hoogendoorn said the rea-
son they decided to hold a 
camp was based on their de-
sire for God to “renew life into 
the camp as we make effort 
to grow and expand its usage 
throughout the year.”

“Offering programs, such as 

this summer camp, will allow 
churches to come, participate 
and provide opportunity for 
spiritual growth without re-
quiring their leadership to 
do the planning and prepar-
ing themselves,” she said. 
“There are a variety of events 
we will be offering, which will 
minister to Southern Baptist 
churches across the state of Ar-
kansas.” 

Hoogendoorn pointed 
out the important role camps 
play in students’ lives, noting 
camps allow students to escape 
from distractions and be sur-
rounded by pastors, staff and 
friends who love them. She 
said camps allow time for stu-
dents to build new friendships 
and strengthen old ones, take 
a break from the challenges 

they may face at home and 
focus on seeking the Lord.

“In building relationships, 
students become more open 
to hearing the gospel from a 
source they now know and 
trust,” Hoogendoorn added.

“As a staff, we are excited 
about what the Lord will bring 
together during this week of 
camp. Sharing Jesus Christ, 
and providing opportunity for 
lives to be changed, is what 
Camp Paron is all about,” 
Hoogendoorn said. “Not only 
do we know that will happen 
during this week of camp, but 
both adult and young lives are 
changed as guests spend time 
at Camp Paron throughout the 
year.”

For more information, con-
tact stischer@absc.org.

Hoogendoorn

district. 
Rainer told trustees the 

Capitol View development 
would be a great location for 
employees and would provide 
convenient access to hotels, 
restaurants and meeting space 
for LifeWay visitors and con-
ference attendees. 

Trustees also approved a 
recommendation for the con-
struction of a new corporate 
headquarters. The recommen-
dation included the authoriza-
tion to enter into a contract 
with Gresham, Smith and 
Partners for the design of the 
facility and “to execute other 
contracts and documents as 
necessary for LifeWay to com-
plete the new campus.”

“We are designing a build-
ing that will reflect LifeWay’s 
culture both now and for the 
future,” Rainer told trustees. 
“It will be a building condu-
cive to collaboration, innova-
tion and fun.”

During a Feb. 4 news con-
ference, Nashville Mayor 
Megan Barry joined Rainer to 
announce LifeWay’s decision 
to remain downtown. 

She said, “I know LifeWay 
had many options, and we are 
excited they have chosen to 
remain a part of the fabric of 
Nashville.”

About 1,100 LifeWay em-
ployees are based in the down-
town offices and will move 
into the new building. Rainer 
estimated the completion of 
the new building could be as 
early as November 2017.

During his report to trust-
ees, Rainer talked about the 
many changes that have oc-
curred at LifeWay over the last 
10 years. 

“We have faced headwinds 
again and again. But God has 
worked through these times. 
It is amazing to see what God 
has done through LifeWay,” 
he said.

“We are here for such a 
time as this,” Rainer contin-
ued. “And it’s time to move 
forward.”

Artist’s rendering of LifeWay Christian Resources’ proposed new building.

continued from page one
LIFEWAY

you really want this property 
paid off … and you’ve got 
people that you minister to 
that can’t afford to pay it off.’ 
I mean, if everybody in our 
church … gave a month’s sal-
ary, we wouldn’t even have a 
down payment,” he said. “We 
just minister to people that 

are struggling. 
… And so I just 
felt like God told 
me, ‘If you’ll 
walk and do it 
by faith, then I’ll 
provide.’ 

“So that’s 
what I’m doing,” 
he said.

Montgomery 
also hopes to 
raise awareness 
about a new 
ministry they are 
starting – Zoo 
Outfitters Oper-
ation: Outfitting 
Women to Live 
Without Addic-
tion.

For more in-
formation about 

Montgomery’s walk, visit the-
zoochurchvillage.com.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
STEPSHundreds of voices ‘ring out’ at PraizFest 

Rick Montgomery takes a “walk 
of faith” across Arkansas in 2010.
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them during a meeting with 
representatives of the Baptist 
press corps Feb. 16 in Puerto 
Rico.

Therein lies the problem.
You see, it was only after 

the news of the layoffs 
of 30 communications 
personnel leaked out on 
social media – prompting 
questions from the Baptist 
media – that IMB released 
information regarding the 
action.

The election of Platt 
as the new leader of the 
170-year-old mission-send-
ing organization was her-
alded  by some as a new 
day for Southern Baptist 

world mission outreach.
But from appearances, it 

seems that Platt did not have 
a plan in place to announce 
the recent layoffs until inqui-
ries were made by members of 
the state Baptist press.

While the IMB certainly 
has the right to make deci-
sions recommended by its 
leader and approved by its 

Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

key aspects of its communi-
cations team is alarming, it 
seems something else is afoot 
that potentially could result 
in the IMB potentially losing 
financial support from key 

Southern Baptist supporters: 
It’s lack of information and 
transparency.

Several Baptist editors on a 
conference call with IMB per-
sonnel Jan. 20 voiced surprise 
when an employee conduct-
ing the call said it was simply 
to solicit questions from 
editors so that IMB President 
David Platt could answer 

L ike most Southern Bap-
tists, I am a big support-

er of foreign missions. Some 
of the finest keepers of the 
faith and witnesses for Jesus 
Christ I have known have 
served at the Foreign 
Mission Board (now 
known as the Interna-
tional Mission Board) 
– either stateside or as 
overseas missionaries.

So to write something 
that’s not so flattering 
about actions under-
taken by the entity is 
not done with haste, or 
without a great deal of 
thought and prayer.

As we published in 
the Jan. 28 edition of the Ar-

kansas Baptist News, the IMB 
recently fired the majority of 
its communications personnel 
who worked in its Richmond 
office as a part of its “reset” 
to bring its costs in line with 
revenue – and supposedly to 
preserve as many missionaries 
on the field as possible.

While a move to eliminate 

What does the International Mission Board have to hide?
board of trustees, I believe 
most Southern Baptists would 
find it disconcerting the lack 
of forthrightness in providing 
information about the layoffs.

After all, these are the same 
Southern Baptists in churches 
who are donating funds from 
their building accounts, tak-
ing up special offerings and 
making other sacrifices in giv-

ing to help lift the IMB out of 
its current financial crisis.

We expect our leaders to be 
accountable and forthcoming 
with information – no matter 
how painful. We may not all 
agree with the decision, but 
we’ll accept it. It’s the South-
ern Baptist way.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 

Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

When the sheep feed the shepherd
I ’m not going to lie. This 

has been a rough month. 
My wife has been very ill. 
First, she had the flu, then 
migraines, then the shingles, 
then double pneumonia and 
bronchitis. It 
has not been 
pretty. There 
has been whin-
ing, crying 
and “woe is 
me” and “I can’t believe this 
is happening” kind of talk – 
and that’s just from me! So, 
with my better half mostly 
confined to a bed for almost 
all of January, I’ve had the 
task of playing nurse, house-
keeper, father, breadwinner 
and pastor. I have not doubt-

ed God’s love or thought He 
was punishing us – we have 
just been experiencing a lot 
of difficulty. Welcome to the 
human race, right?

I’ve often said that there is 
nothing better 
than being in 
a good church 
and nothing 
worse than 
being in a bad 

one. What I love about this 
fellowship of believers (Bar-
ton Chapel Baptist Church, 
Tyronza) is how they have sur-
rounded their pastor during 
this time of difficulty. 

Once it became clear that 
Jennifer was really sick, we 
experienced an outpouring of 

love that we never expected. 
First, people started pray-
ing, showing concern and 
providing a meal here and 
there. One Sunday, a family 
allowed our children to spend 
the night while we sat in the 
emergency room until the wee 
hours of the morning. 

When it became clear that 
this was an extended period 
of illness, others began asking 
questions like, “Is there any-
thing we can do?” 

After church one Sunday, a 
lady approached me and said, 
“I’m cooking for you Tuesday 
night.” 

Then the next day, a man 
called while I was at work and 
said, “My wife and I want to 

watch your boys today and 
cook dinner so your wife can 
rest.” 

When I picked up the chil-
dren, along with a pork roast, 
potatoes, carrots, macaroni 
and cheese, banana bread 
and chocolate pie, they said, 
“We’d like to do it again to-
morrow.” 

Then just as we finished 
eating the dinner they 
cooked, another member 
showed up with a gallon of 
chicken soup and beef stew. 
The day after that, someone 
showed up with more food. 
I’ve actually had to ask people 
to stop cooking. Still others 
have called and sent “get well” 
cards.    

I have witnessed churches 
that not only will not help 
their pastor, but will kick him 
when he is down. I am so 
grateful I am not in that situ-
ation. As a pastor, there is no 
way I can express how much 
this kindness has meant to my 
family and me. In a day when 
we hear so many bad stories 
of hypocrites in churches, 
unloving and judgmental con-
gregations, it is so refreshing 
to be a part of a loving group 
of believers who are willing 
to show their love. From 
this side of the pulpit, I can 
honestly say, “May their tribe 
increase!”  

Kim Reeder is a bi-vocational 

pastor in Tyronza.

Viewpoint
Kim Reeder
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A redirection in assignment

The impact of family gatherings
L arge family gatherings are a critical and essential 

component to maintaining the health of any family. 
Though family reunions are the target of many jokes, they 
play an important role in the health and continuity of a 
family. Arkansas Baptists can be described as a network of 
churches working together to create spiritu-
al and missions synergy and also as a family 
of churches that love, nurture, encourage 
and minister to each other.

I have been a part of three large fam-
ily gatherings in the last few months that 
were outstanding. The Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, led by 
Arkansas Pastor and Southern Baptist Convention Presi-
dent Ronnie Floyd, was one of my most memorable family 
gatherings on the larger national scale. There was passion, 
fire, celebration and an evening dedicated totally to prayer 
for awakening and revival. 

We have much for which to be thankful as a Southern 
Baptist family.

On a state level, the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

Annual Meeting last November, led by former ABSC Presi-
dent Archie Mason, and the ABSC State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church Health, led by Terry Bostick, team 
leader of the ABSC evangelism and church health team, 
will also go down as two of our most memorable family 

gatherings. 
At both meetings, there was much passion 

for evangelism; heart-felt, Christ-exalting 
worship; spiritual fire and zeal; practical 
help; sessions of prayer; celebration, and a 
strong challenge to focus on our mission. In 
the crowds, there was much diversity in age, 

dress, ethnicity and styles of churches, which represents 
the diversity that exists within our state. I saw laughter, joy, 
tears and people ministering to each other in the love of 
Christ. 

We have much for which to be thankful as an Arkansas 
Baptist family. This is an incredible time to serve in Arkan-
sas!

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention.

T his was not the article I thought I would be writing 
this past fall when elected president of the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention (ABSC), but as anyone knows 
who has been called to vocational ministry, we never know 
when God may redirect our assign-
ment, and such a time has come in 
my family’s life. 

My final column as president 
has one primary purpose and that 
is to say a huge, “Thank you,” to 
Arkansas Baptists, for the incredible 
joy and honor it has been to serve 
in this great state. Space limitations 
will not allow a full listing of the 
hundreds of men and women of 
this state who mean so much to me, 
but I would be remiss if I did not 
mention two, namely, Emil Turner, 
retired ABSC executive director, 
and current ABSC Executive Di-
rector J.D. “Sonny” Tucker. These 
two men are not only ministry 
colleagues, but are great personal 
friends. I thank them both from the 
bottom of my heart and all the Ar-
kansas Baptists they represent.

When God called us to serve at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, a little more than eight years 
ago, we came with an expectation of finishing our voca-
tional ministry right here in Arkansas. I told our congrega-
tion a few weeks ago that I could never imagine leaving 
Immanuel to serve another local church, but this new 
ministry opportunity will prayerfully allow me to take a 
little bit of our Arkansas Baptist DNA to our new work as 

executive director/treasurer of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention.

Most Southern Baptist ministers understand the great 
debt we owe to generations before us who paved and paid 

the way for the work we get to do 
today. Such is my personal testi-
mony. I shall eternally be grateful to 
be able to say that God allowed me 
to be a part of the Arkansas Baptist 
family!

Sam Roberts, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, will 
do an incredible job of serving now 
as your state convention president. 
He and Steven Bell, now first vice 
president, will be a powerful team 
for the convention. These are good 
and godly men whom I respect 
greatly. I know you will encourage 
and support them as they take up 
the mantle of leadership. 

As God would bring us to your 
minds and hearts, we would appre-
ciate your prayers as we go to lead 
the South Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion. 

Paul’s words in Philippians 1:3-5a 
perfectly express my heart: “I thank 
my God upon every remembrance 

of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for 
you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel.”

Gary Hollingsworth is senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist 

Church in Little Rock and president of the Arkansas Baptist 

State Convention. He begins his new duties as executive director-

treasurer of the South Carolina Baptist Convention Feb. 15.

O n a cold morning in Janu-
ary, we loaded up a warm 

van full of students and traversed 
the hills and curves toward 
Branson, Mo., for a winter youth 
retreat. There were three vehicles 
caravanning together, and my 
wife and I ended up having all 
girls in our van. While it was 
noisier, it didn’t smell like a van 
of boys.  

I did not want this to be a trip 
where each person was engaged 
in their own smartphone with 
limited personal interaction with 
others. As chauffer, I asked my 
wife to grab my phone and use 
the new Gabbit application I had 
downloaded for the occasion. 
There are four versions: Gabbit 
Youth, Family, Road Trip and 
Couples. We picked the youth 
version to engage in a series of 
conversations involving everyone.  

One of the five question sec-
tions involved This or That ques-
tions such as, “What’s worse: to 
fail at a sport or a test?” There 
is a Just Jesus section that asks 
questions such as, “Pilate tried 
several times to save Jesus from 
crucifixion. Why do you think 
he did that? (Matthew 27).” A 
He & She section included a 
question, “Should men express 
their feelings more? Why or why 
not?” I didn’t feel like answering 
that question. Another section 
of questions, TMI, included a 
question, “What’s the grossest 
thing you’ve ever eaten?” Fortu-
nately, this was before lunch. The 
last section, What If, included a 
question, “If you were alone on 
a deserted island, what are the 
chances you’d survive for a year?” 
There were multiple questions for 
each section, which we often fol-
lowed by, “Why?” 

One of the best things families 
can do is turn off their media at 
home and often in the car and 
engage in some meaningful con-
versation together. The Gabbit 
apps provide creative questions 
that can facilitate conversations 
around the table or in the car 
while traveling. Deuteronomy 
6:7 encourages families to talk 
when they get up and lie down, 
when they walk and when they sit 
down. Here’s a great question for 
you and your family to ponder: 
How can you regularly engage in 
more meaningful conversations 
every day? 

Ben Phillips serves on the ABSC 

evangelism and church health team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

The fi rst Gabbit trip

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.  Consider helping the offi  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to 
the ABN. Contact the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.
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championed by a long parade 
of dedicated professors, ad-
ministrators and board mem-
bers who have 
been stubborn-
ly devoted to 
keeping costs 
low. They have 
been fueled by 
the unyielding belief that a 
Baptist college should be ac-
cessible to anyone regardless 
of their financial position. 
Today, accessibility remains 
one of the resolute convic-
tions of our campus leader-
ship and is verified by our 
continued success in provid-
ing one of the least expensive 
Christian college experiences 
in the country.    

Our dedication to acces-

Camp Siloam: Drama a powerful camp tool
I n a Mexican flea market, 

I watched a man choke 
back tears as he watched the 
drama performed by inexpe-
rienced teenage actors. It was 
moving and powerful. It was 
a brilliant strategy to commu-
nicate the gospel internation-
ally.

I took my 13-year-old son, 
Duncan, on his first mission 
trip over Christmas. We went 
to Mexico with a student 
missions group from Tulsa, 
Okla., called Awe Star Min-
istries. Awe Star’s method 
of sharing the gospel was to 
use a 15-minute creation to 
Christ drama narrated in 
Spanish. We then shared 
the gospel individually with 

people who gathered to watch 
the street performance. In 
one week, we documented 
174 salvations!

The power of God was 
moving in the 
hearts of those 
people through 
the tool of the-
ater. Theater is 
one thing that 
makes Camp Siloam different 
from all the church camps in 
our region. When I talk about 
drama, I’m not talking about 
camp skits. I’m talking about 
a 1.5-hour drama broken into 
five parts performed on a full 
set.  

My father used to tell me, 
“Excellence is insufficient. 

Make yourself distinctive.” 
We are building a camp 

that is creative and distinctive 
in its program. Is it working? 
Yes. Annual attendance is up 

1,702 camp-
ers in six 
years. Salva-
tions rang-
ing between 
350 and 425 

campers are recorded each 
summer. But the best indica-
tor is when a mother calls and 
tells me what camp meant to 
her. 

In fall 2013, one mother 
called the camp thank-
ing us for the drama and 
said her elementary-age 
boy had attention deficit                            

hyperactivity disorder. 
“There’s no way he can 

sit through a 30-minute ser-
mon,” she said. “But when he 
came home, ... all he could 
talk about were the characters 
in your play and the story of 
the drama. It really touched 
him.” 

Jackpot!
Like drama was a tool for 

the students in Mexico, I be-
lieve that camp is a powerful 
tool of the church to share 
the gospel with American 
children.

Feed My Sheep Campaign 
update: We have raised 
$675,000 at this point. Cam-
paign packets were mailed 
to every Southern Baptist 

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

ABCHomes: Caring for children from hard places
R ecently, I took Josh 

Townsend, our new de-
velopment director at Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries, to 
spend a day at the Arkansas 
Baptist Home for Children 
in Monticello. I explained 
to Josh that I’ve been visit-
ing that historic campus for 
almost 36 years, yet I am still 
emotionally moved every time 
I enter the campus.  

When we arrived, the staff 
were already involved in the 
“staffings” where case manag-
ers review the case plans and 
staff members, including 
houseparents, address the 

progress or difficulties a child 
is experiencing. Josh was over-
whelmed with the compas-
sion of the houseparents to 
meet each child’s need.  

Staffings 
were followed 
by a tour and 
then lunch 
with all the 
staff. After a 
time of prayer, Campus Direc-
tor Randy Luper provided 
training focused on Trust 
Based Relational Intervention 
(TBRI). This program, devel-
oped at Texas Christian Uni-
versity, provides exceptional 
guidance in working with chil-

dren from “hard places.” We 
have many children who have 
come from the hard places of 
abuse, neglect, dysfunctional 
homes, physical problems 

and other 
crises. Our 
staff works 
hard to help 
our children, 
and TBRI de-

mands even greater relational 
involvement with each child.

Later in the day, we hopped 
on the home’s bus to pick up 
the children. We drove from 
school to school. I love doing 
this. Above each seat in the 
bus is the name of the child 

who sits there. I purposively 
took a front row seat with 
the name “Shawn”* over it. 
Shawn is an outgoing high 
school senior whom I knew 
would be very conversational. 
He also has a passion for the 
Lord. Across the aisle, the seat 
belongs to Kevin*. Shawn led 
Kevin to Christ. Josh set to-
ward the back with the young-
er boys. Back on campus, we 
visited the Barton West Fam-
ily Home. Ms. Sherry is the 
houseparent. Her girls were 
enjoying snacks as they began 
homework. We were shown 
some amazing artwork and 
difficult homework. I suggest-

ABCHomes
David Perry

Church in Arkansas on Jan. 
15. Our board, volunteers 
and staff are calling every 
pastor who received a packet 
and asking if they will help. 
I would love to celebrate the 
power of the cooperation of 
Arkansas Baptists through 
this campaign.  

I continue to meet with in-
dividuals and share the need 
we have for a new dining hall. 
When we reach 40 percent 
of the campaign goal ($3.4 
million), then we are eligible 
to apply for funds from the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 
Thus, our next target is to get 
to $1.4 million.  

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-

tor of Camp Siloam.

ed it was time to head home. 
Josh said, “I’ve got to tell 

the boys I sat with on the bus 
goodbye.” 

As we headed back across 
campus, Josh commented, 
“When the kids get home, 
this place comes alive.” 

Indeed, it does. 
Once again, I was emo-

tionally moved by a visit to 
the children’s home. What 
a special place, where hard 
work and deep compassion 
combine to change lives for 
children from hard places.

*Names changed for privacy.

David Perry is executive director 

of ABCHomes.

Williams Baptist: An affordable Christian education
P eople often ask those 

of us who serve at Wil-
liams Baptist College, “How 
do you keep your cost so 
low?” 

It is not unusual for our 
accrediting bodies to ponder 
the same question as they 
evaluate our programs and 
review our finances. The 
answer is best understood by 
considering our history and 
who we are.  

For 75 years, a culture of 
stewardship has developed 
at Williams that has bred ef-
ficiency and frugality while 
maintaining a commitment 
to the foundational elements 
needed for a quality, Chris-
tian, educational experience. 
It is a culture that has been 

Williams Baptist
Tom Jones

sibility drives our diligence 
in keeping costs low. And 
though that resoluteness is 

one of our 
long-standing 
hallmarks, it 
is who we are 
that reveals 
our purpose in 

staying affordable.  
As a Baptist college focus-

ing on the liberal arts, we be-
lieve in the authority of Scrip-
ture and the lordship of Jesus 
Christ. Those beliefs inform 
our policies, relationships, be-
havior and our scriptural un-
derstanding of Christian com-
munity. We are patient with 
one another. We stand beside 
one another. And we are ac-
countable to one another.  

We value scholarship, and 
our academic standards are 
high. We expect our students 
to grow in their personal rela-
tionship with Jesus as our fac-
ulty and staff stretch them to 
higher levels of understand-
ing. We believe that atmo-
sphere challenges students to 
look at their lives as tools for 
God to use to minister to a 
world desperate for hope. As 
a result, we believe the experi-
ence students receive at Wil-
liams affords the skills and 
passion needed not only to 
earn a good income, but to be  
prepared for the life that God 
desires in whatever profession 
they choose.  

For 75 years, Williams 
Baptist College has remained 

committed to providing an 
affordable Christian college 
education to the young peo-
ple of our state. Blessed with 
an enthusiastic campus com-
munity, a supportive family 
of Arkansas Baptist churches 
and a solid financial position, 
we plan to continue that com-
mitment for the next 75 years. 
Please pray with us as we 
seek to continue the college’s 
legacy of honoring the Lord 
through those efforts.

During our 75th year of 
remembering institutional 
milestones, post your personal 
memories to 75thmemories@
wbcoll.edu, our Facebook 
page or Twitter account.

Tom Jones is president of 

Williams Baptist College.
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conference. Those in atten-
dance heard inspiring mes-
sages, learned during minis-
try-specific workshops and 
enjoyed fellowship with broth-
ers and sisters in Christ from 
across the state.

The conference’s featured 
speakers were Putman; Ronnie 
Floyd, senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas 
and president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention; Fred 
Luter, senior pastor of Frank-
lin Avenue Baptist Church 
in New Orleans, La., and im-
mediate past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention; 
Kevin Hamm, senior pastor 
of Gardendale First Baptist 
Church in Gardendale, Ala.; 
Vance Pitman, founder and 
senior pastor of Hope Church 
in Las Vegas, Nev., and 
Robert Smith, Charles 
T. Carter Baptist chair 
of divinity and pro-
fessor of Christian 
preaching at Beeson 
Divinity School in Bir-
mingham, Ala.

In addition to the 
conferences speakers, 
The Skit Guys, a Christian 
comedy duo made up of best 
friends Tommy Woodward 
and Eddie James, performed 
between messages. Julio Ar-
riola, global worship pastor at 
Cross Church in northwest Ar-
kansas, and the Cross Church 
praise band led worship dur-
ing the event.

continued from page one
GROWTH On Jan. 26, attendees had 

the opportunity to participate 
in one of five workshops, in-
cluding the Pastors’ Workshop 
led by Putman, Church Plant-
ing Workshop led by Pitman, 
Ministers’ of Music Workshop 
led by Arriola, Student Pas-
tors’ Workshop led by Ben 
Trueblood and Preschool and 
Children’s Minister’s Work-
shop led by Ken Hindman. 
The Prayer Leaders’ Workshop 
was held Jan. 25 and led by 
Smith (see related story, Page 
2). The Ministers’ Wives Fel-
lowship, led by Jeana Floyd, 
wife of Ronnie Floyd, was held 
Jan. 26.

Following are summaries of 
the speakers’ messages and of 
the Ministers’ Wives Fellow-
ship.

Ronnie Floyd
Floyd spoke about what he 

called “the solution to Ameri-
ca’s crisis.” 

“Now, unquestion-
ably, there is a (sic) 
out-front, noticeable 
move to silence Chris-
tianity in America,” 
said Floyd. “My broth-
ers and sisters, in Jesus’ 
Name, as pastors of 
local churches, … we 

can’t let that happen.”
Floyd urged attendees to 

refuse to be silenced and to 
“stand and speak at the right 
time, at the right place.”

Floyd said that “the solu-
tion to America’s crisis” is 
for Christians to “(1) seek the 
Lord, (2) reach the lost and (3) 
engage the culture.”

Speaking from Colossians 
4:2-6, Floyd said that it is im-
portant to understand that 
seeking the Lord, reaching the 
lost and engaging the culture 
cannot be mutually exclusive. 
He said each serves as 
one aspect of the bibli-
cal solution to Ameri-
ca’s crisis.

“Paul was some-
thing that we need to 
be. Paul was vigilant, 
and he was fearless. … 
We need to be vigilant 
in the battle, and we 
need to be fearless,” 
said Floyd. “The worst thing 
that could ever happen to a 
preacher is to begin to fear 
men. … Usually, when you fear 
men, it shows that you don’t 
fear God enough.”

Floyd said that while prayer 
may move God at times, more 
often “prayer moves the heart 
of man toward God.”

“The greatest need of the 
Church in America today is 
the revival of the Church,” 
said Floyd. “We need the man-
ifested presence of God in the 
church house. … As America 
goes, so goes the Church. So 
if you look at where America 
is going, it tells you something 
about the Church.”

Floyd urged those in at-
tendance to stop blaming the 
culture and politicians and 
begin to repent, pray and fast. 
He said there is never a “great 
movement of God” that is not 
preceded by prayer.

“My hope is in far greater 
power than the systems of 
America. My hope is in the 

King of kings and the Lord of 
lords,” said Floyd.

Floyd said Christians need 
to understand that lost people 
are going to act lost and that 
believers must get the gospel 

to them.
“We’ve got way too 

many pussyfooting 
preachers that don’t 
do urgency. We need 
to be urgent. These 
are urgent days,” said 
Floyd. “Preachers, 
light your pulpit up 
this Sunday. And I 
don’t mean ‘make it 

light.’ We’ve got enough ‘light’ 
preaching.”

“If we want to see awaken-
ing, we’ve got to reach lost peo-
ple,” said Floyd. “I submit to 
you today that we need to be-
come an adventurous Church, 
… praying desperately, evange-
lizing endlessly and influenc-
ing America seasonally.”

Robert Smith
Smith thanked the minis-

ters and ministers’ wives for 
allowing him to “come back 
home.”

“It is for me a family re-
union. … We are going to 
spend eternity to-
gether. So this is once 
again a dress rehearsal 
for eternity,” said 
Smith.

Smith spoke from 
Genesis 22:1-2.

“I want to talk 
about living at the 
intersection of his-
tory and destiny,” said 
Smith.

“How do you follow a God 
who no longer provides you a 
hunch and who has reduced 
His voice to a hush?” he asked.

Smith said that 15 years 
ago he and his wife, Wanda, 
were in New York City for 
an event hosted by the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion. Smith said they walked 
through the city exploring and 
taking photos as tourists.

“The residents never looked 
up. They never stopped their 
gait because they had all seen 
it before. I think when it 
comes to Scripture, we have to 
become more residents than 

tourists,” said Smith.
Smith said that the biggest 

obstacle for most Christians 
in learning about the Bible is 
what they already know about 
the Bible.

“God wants to say some-
thing new to us from a familiar 
text,” said Smith.

Smith spoke about the story 
of Abraham and Isaac. He said 
that God tested Abraham’s 
faith because “if faith isn’t 
tested, it isn’t really faith.”

Smith said that God can 
make Christians overcomers 
but that “until we are able to 
give up what has been given to 
us, we will not be able to grasp 
the One who has given to us.”

Smith spoke about how his 
son was murdered and how 
over the past few years he had 
begun building a relationship 
with his killer. Smith said that 
he had forgiven the man and 
plans to go visit him in person 
and share Christ with him.

“Forgiveness is not difficult. 
It is just impossible without 
God. … Unforgiveness is like 
drinking poison and hoping 
someone else will die,” said 
Smith.

Smith said that God wants 
Christians to worship 
before He works but 
that Christians want 
God to work before 
they worship. He said 
that the Father knew 
Christ would have 
to die before Adam 
sinned.

“Abraham had to 
know that he loved 

God more than anything from 
experience. God already knew 
it,” said Smith. “God is not 
logical. God is superlogical.”

“Calvary is not plan B. Cal-
vary is plan A,” he said.

Kevin Hamm
Activating the power and 

presence of Jesus was the topic 
Hamm’s message.

“The church of God is try-
ing to do the work of God 
without the power of God 
and the presence of God and 
the blessing of God and the 
favor of God,” said Hamm. 

ABSC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

See GROWTH page 8

Floyd

Smith

Hamm



February 11, 20168 

“We need a revival, an awak-
ening. We need a God 
-movement.” 

He spoke from Luke 7, 
which tells the story of a 
woman, who was known as 
a sinner, who came to Jesus 
uninvited and anointed Him 
with oil and washed His feet 
with her tears. 

Hamm used the passage to 
note three keys to activating 
Christ’s power and presence: 
(1) Christians should be des-
perate for Jesus, (2) Christians 
should ignore criticism and (3) 
Christians should wor-
ship with passion.

“We’ve got to get 
desperate,” Hamm 
said. “We can’t just 
run to church and 
sing a few ditties and 
preach a sermonette 
and call it church and 
go home, friends. I’m 
telling you – life is too brief, 
hell is too hot and people are 
too lost.”

Hamm noted that wor-
ship is about giving, not re-
ceiving, and that the woman 
in Luke 7 gave both her oil 
and her hair without asking 
for anything. Jesus’ response  
was forgiveness.

continued from page 7
GROWTH Fred Luter

What do you do when you 
don’t know what to do?

This is the question Luter 
addressed during his first mes-
sage.

Luter spoke from Matthew 
26:36-46, using Jesus’ time in 
the Garden of Gethsemane as 
an example of how to handle 
confusing decisions.

He encouraged attendees 
to notice several things in the 
text: the sorrow of Jesus, the  
solitude of Jesus, the submis-
sion of Jesus and the strength 
of Jesus.

He noted that making de-
cisions is important because 
one’s choices lead to conse-
quences and results that can 

be either good or bad. 
“If you’re in a dilem-

ma, … learn a lesson 
from Jesus Christ and 
go to God in prayer,” 
Luter concluded. 

In Luter’s second 
message, he spoke 
from Romans 7:15-25, 
addressing the ques-

tion, Why is it difficult to do 
what God calls us to do?

He summed up the answer 
in two words – “spiritual war-
fare.”

Luter likened spiritual war-
fare to the Super Bowl, calling 
spiritual warfare the “Super 
Bowl for the soul.”

He spoke about how to 

prepare for the battle, en-
couraging listeners to note  
four things.

First, he told attendees to 
notice the key players in the 
battle – the flesh versus the 
Spirit. Second, he highlighted 
the key plays Christians are 
expected to “run” – 
the devil’s expectation 
for Christians to live 
based on the world’s 
ways versus God’s ex-
pectation for them to 
live according to His 
Word. Third, Luter 
highlighted the prayers 
that are prayed in the 
battle, noting sometimes all a 
person can do is call on the 
name of the Lord. Fourth, he 
encouraged attendees to take 
note of the Person – Jesus – 
in the battle alongside Chris-
tians.

“The reason we can win this 
battle is because of the Jesus 
Christ that’s in you, because 
of the person of Christ that’s 
in you, because of the power of 
the Holy Spirit that’s in you,” 
Luter said.

“We never know who’s 
going to win the Super Bowl,” 
he concluded. “(But) I have no 
doubt in my mind who’s going 
to win the spiritual Super Bowl 
… because the Bible says we 
win because of the person of 
Jesus with us. … In the Name 
of Jesus, we have the victory.”

Jim Putman
Putman shared how he grew 

up as a pastor’s kid, fell away 
from God, came back and 
grew a discipleship-centered 
church of 8,000 in a small city 
in the rural West.

Putman told those in at-
tendance that when 
he was growing up, 
both his parents were 
devout Christians. His 
father served as a pas-
tor of multiple church-
es, and his mother 
worked full-time in 
order to help the fam-
ily make ends meet.

Putman said that 
it was his father’s passion for 
sharing the gospel that led 
him to neglect his own fam-
ily’s privacy. Putman said the 
lack of boundaries in regard to 
his father’s ministry allowed 

“the devil to sneak in the back 
door.”

Putman said he began im-
mersing himself in team sports 
as a way to compensate for 
the shame and guilt he felt, 
eventually becoming an All-
American wrestler in college. 
However, he said, at the same 
time that he was excelling in 
wrestling, he was also becom-
ing more and more caught up 
in alcohol and drug abuse and 
addiction.

At the same time, Putman 
said he was also undergoing an 
immense time of personal ex-
ploration in regard to his faith. 
Following the challenges of 
college professors, he took on 
a secular worldview, which he 
said made his problems worse.

After a long period of time 
searching through the teach-
ings of many world religions 

Luter

Putman

ABSC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

SOLUTION TO CRISIS – Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas and president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, gave the first message of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention State Conference on Evangelism and 
Church Health Jan. 25. Floyd’s message revolved around what he called the solution to  “America’s crisis” – seek the Lord, 
reach the lost and engage the culture. View more photos at arkansasbaptist.org/photos. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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and the constant support of 
his father, Putman eventually 
accepted Christ.

After becoming a believer, 
Putman began looking 
at his faith through the 
lens of his teaching 
and competitive team 
sport background. 
At first, he saw the 
Church as a losing 
team that should be 
winning. Putman 
eventually came to the 
conclusion that the reason the 
Church was “losing” was be-
cause individuals were trying 
to build “their church” not 
Christ’s church.

Putman said he eventually 
developed a church strategy 
based wholly around disciple-
ship, a strategy that he used in 
starting Real Life Ministries 
and that the church continues 

to use to this day.
Putman said that churches 

must (1) “use His (God’s) Play-
book,” the Bible, and (2) make 

church about His mis-
sion. Putman empha-
sized the importance 
of churches seeing dis-
cipleship as central to 
their mission.

“If all coaches 
taught like most pas-
tors, teams would lose 
and all players would 

be prepared for is being spec-
tators and fans,” said Putman. 
“Most pastors are not engaged 
with their people, unlike Jesus, 
who was with His people.”

“Jesus modeled servant-
hood and love, and He told 
them to do what He did for 
them to others,” said Put-
man. “Every disciple has  
to make disciples.”

Vance Pitman
Pitman shared the story of a 

man who began a daily prayer 
meeting for business people in 
1857. 

What began with a handful 
of people praying for revival 
in New York City on Sept. 23, 
1857, turned into an estimated 
1 million-plus people accept-
ing Christ within the next 18 
months during what is now 
known as the Fulton Street 
Revival.

“It’s been 157 years since 
we’ve seen a sweeping move of 
God across our nation that is 
undeniably a great awakening. 
… I’m hungry to see God move 
like that again,” Pitman said.

Pitman read from Acts 1, 
noting characteristics of the 
early Christians.

“We cannot manufacture a 
move of God, but here’s what 
we can do: We can discern 
from the pages of God’s Word 
some characteristics that we 
can embrace in our lives that, 
should the Spirit of God in 
His sovereignty choose to blow 
among us, that our sails are up 
and we are ready for God to 
move,” Pitman said.

He noted that early believ-
ers in Acts were marked by 
an attitude of desperation for 
God and a passion for Him to 
move, and in addition, they 
acted in desperation by going  
to God in prayer. 

“God in His sovereignty has 

chosen to limit His activity to 
the prayers of His people,” Pit-
man said. “I’m not saying God 
needs us. God doesn’t need 
us. But God, in His sovereign 
will, has chosen to move in 
response to the prayers of His 
people, and therein is why I 
think in our North American 
context we’re not seeing God 
show up.” 

“It’s time for us to stop talk-
ing about prayer, to stop teach-
ing about prayer, to stop plan-
ning prayer and just pray,” he 
added. “It’s time that 
we get on our face be-
fore God and grab a 
hold of the horns of 
the altar and don’t let 
go until God shows up 
like He did 157 years 
ago, like He did in the 
First Great Awakening, 
like He did in the Book 
of Acts, because listen 
to me, the same God that was 
sitting on the throne in Acts 1 
is the same God that is sitting 
on the throne today and that 
God is at work in this world 
and He’s invited us to get in 
on it and the way we do that 
is by getting on our face before 

God in desperate prayer.”

Ministers’ Wives Fellowship
Dozens of women gathered 

to fellowship and hear from 
Jeana Floyd, wife of Arkansas 
Pastor and Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) President 
Ronnie Floyd, during the 
Ministers’ Wives Fellowship 
luncheon following the 2016 
evangelism conference.

Floyd shared from her book 
“10 Things Every Minister’s 
Wife Needs to Know,” encour-

aging women in the 
role of supporting and 
loving their husbands. 
She exhorted women 
to love their husbands 
and let them be the 
leaders. She ended 
by leading women in 
prayer.

After sharing a 
meal, attendees heard 

from a panel of women, in-
cluding Floyd, on topics such 
as what to do when one dis-
agrees with how her husband 
handles a situation at church 
and how to deal with a situa-
tion where one’s husband isn’t 
living a godly life.

Pitman

Floyd

Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention State 
Conference on Evangelism and Church Health are available for purchase 
through MasterSound Media. MasterSound may be contacted at 505-250-
6542 or by visiting mastersoundmedia.com.

ABSC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

Sermon recordings available
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Lead/Defend Conf. debunks today’s cultural narrative
LITTLE ROCK – When it 
comes to fulfilling sexual urges 
in unbiblical ways – such as by 
practicing homosexuality and 
viewing pornography – current 
culture has moved past toler-
ance to celebration, said Ricky 
Chelette, executive director 
of Living Hope Ministries in 
Arlington, Texas. “We have 
bought the cultural narrative 
that ‘I have to be embracing 
it.’” 

Chelette will be a main 
speaker at the Lead/Defend 
Conference, which will be 
held at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Feb. 27. 
The conference targets college 
and high school students. 

“I want them to walk away 

understanding why they feel 
the sexual urges and desires 
they do,” Chelette said. “I 
want them to have a deeper 
understanding and more com-
passion for those who feel 
differently than they do and 
to have an understanding of 
God’s Truth related to sexual-
ity – to see the beauty of that 
design.”  

For 10 years, Chelette has 
been sharing biblical Truth 
about sexuality at Living Hope, 
the largest ministry of its kind 
in the world. The ministry has 
8,472 members in 165-170 
countries. Last month, Liv-
ing Hope provided more than 
20,000 people confidential, 
free online support.

“We’re not pronouncing 

judgment,” Chelette said. 
“We are here for those who 
do not want conflict between 
faith and feelings. We provide 
an alternative to the cultural 
voice of, ‘You feel this so you 
are this.’” 

Warren Gasaway, youth 
ministry strategist on the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and 
church health team, will also 
lead sessions. Gasaway said he 
will contrast two biblical lead-
ers based on 1 Samuel 14.  He 
will note differences between 
Jonathan and King Saul, Jona-
than being a titleless, unlikely 
but strong leader and King 
Saul being his indecisive, 
weak, passionless but titled 
father. 

from one part of their spiritual 
journey to the next. Primary 
topics will be leadership, en-
gaging culture in defense of 
the gospel and being missional 
in life transitions.

“There is no greater need 
in the lives of our high school 
and college students than to be 
able to defend their faith and 
use their faithful influence in 
the lives of their peers,” said 
Lynn Loyd, missions consul-
tant for the ABSC college and 
young leaders team. 

Worship at the conference 
will be led by We the Union. 
The conference is sponsored 
by the ABSC college and 
young leaders team.

For more information or to 
register, visit cylarkansas.com.

“Saul represents those in 
our generation who (only) 
have a position,” said Gasaway. 
“Unfortunately, in our society 
today, we have people who are 
hungry for position but who 
lack a passion that drives. Posi-
tion is not leadership.” 

Like Jonathan, he said, mil-
lennials don’t need the posi-
tion and title; they just need 
their lives to matter.

Gasaway said he hopes the 
students who come to the 
conference “will be better 
equipped to inspire faith in 
those that are watching.”

Several main sessions and 
breakout sessions will take 
place during the course of the 
day for the purpose of helping 
students effectively transition 

Former Glorieta homeowners get legal aid
LITTLE ROCK – Kirk and 
Susie Tompkins, of Little 
Rock, who unsuccessfully 
sued to stop the sale of Glo-
rieta Conference Center, now 
have a lawyer to assist with 
their appeal. A federal appeals 
court has appointed a pro 
bono attorney to represent the 
couple challenging LifeWay 
Christian Resource’s 2013 sale 
of Glorieta Conference Cen-
ter near Santa Fe, N.M., ac-
cording to a report by Baptist  
News Global.

Judge Carlos Lucero took it 
upon himself to choose an at-
torney to represent the Tomp-

kins in their appeal of a dis-
missed lawsuit in the 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The couple, owners of one 
of 65 homes built on lots 
leased on a year-to-year basis 
from Glorieta that the new 
owners opted to discontinue, 
filed a lawsuit in September 
2013 attempting to block the 
property sale and seeking dam-
ages totaling $12.4 million, the 
news service said.

Last March a federal judge 
dismissed the lawsuit, finding 
that the couple representing 
themselves without an attor-
ney failed to assert any legal 

claims and did not have legal 
standing to sue, Baptist News 
Global reported.

In a Jan. 28 order, Judge Lu-
cero determined the appoint-
ment of counsel “would aid 
the court in its consideration 
and disposition” of the appeal. 
The judge named Houston at-
torney Seth Kretzer to file legal 
papers without cost to the cou-
ple.

Racial Reconciliation Sunday
SUNDAY, Feb. 14 has been 
designated as Racial Reconcili-
ation Sunday in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. February 
is Black History Month.

The Southern Baptist Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty 

Commission (ERLC) encour-
ages Christians on this day “to 
place any thoughts of racial or 
ethnic prejudice at the foot of 
the cross.”

See RACE page 14
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cent, and Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio with 23 percent.

Huckabee conceded defeat 
about 9:20 p.m., Feb. 1, in a 
tweet to followers, saying: “I 
am officially suspending my 
campaign. Thank you for all 
your loyal support.”

Huckabee told about 
100 supporters in West Des 
Moines, Iowa, "Folks, let me 
tell you, it didn't turn out like 
we wanted it tonight," and 
added that he was "absolutely 
grateful" for the support he re-
ceived, according to the Arkan-

sas Democrat-Gazette.
After expressing his thanks, 

he informed the crowd that he 
was dropping out of the race.

"As we come here tonight, 
it's time to officially suspend 
the campaign, but not because 
of the votes. It's because of 
illness," he said with a smile. 
"Obviously, the voters are sick 
of me, and I need to with-
draw," the Democrat-Gazette 

reported.

‘Risen’ tells of Crucifixion from soldier’s eyes
NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (BP) – 
"Risen," a new movie distrib-
uted by Affirm Films, tells the 
story of Jesus' crucifixion and 
resurrection from the perspec-
tive of a fictional unbelieving 
soldier whose investigation of 
the mystery leads to a personal 
encounter with Jesus.

Opening in wide release 
weeks before Easter, the film is 
promoted as both a picture of 
faith and a mystery designed 
to draw believers and nonbe-
lievers.

Johnny Hunt, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Wood-
stock, Ga., and former presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is among the 
film's endorsers, calling the 

production "a must-see for pas-
tors and their congregations."

“‘Risen’ is intriguing in 
that we all wonder what the 
response of the religious estab-
lishment of Jesus' day would 
have been after His death 
and resurrection,” Hunt said. 
“‘Risen’ being fiction simply 
imagines what might have 
been.”

The lead character Clavius 
is a fictional Roman military 
tribune, but the film includes 
biblical characters including 
Jesus, the disciples, Mary Mag-
dalene and Pontius Pilate, and 
strives to achieve historical ac-
curacy, movie promoters said.

"For me, ‘Risen’ stands out 
because it's a quite conserva-

tive rendering of the gospel 
that accepts the extraordinary 
Word as written," said lead 
actor Joseph Fiennes, who won 
a People's Choice Award and 
other accolades for his leading 
role in 1998's Academy Award 
winner "Shakespeare in Love." 
"I love that this film embraces 
the mystery of Christ through 
an original lens."

Producer Mickey Liddell 
and Director Kevin Reynolds 
said they worked to remain 
true enough to Scripture to 
please the faith community, 
but dramatic enough to enter-
tain unbelievers.

"We don't really want to tell 
anyone what they should be-
lieve," Reynolds said. "People 
can use this film as a vehicle to 
examine their own spirituality, 
or just enjoy the story purely 
from a cinematic standpoint."

Josh Griffin, high school 
pastor at Saddleback Church 
and founder of DownloadY-
outhMinistry.com, said the 
film is suitable for teenagers 
and adults “and will encourage 
everyone to look at their own 
faith and relationship with the 
risen Christ!”

Ted Baehr, founder and 
publisher of Movieguide and 
chairman of the Christian 
Film & Television Commis-

sion, calls ‘Risen’ “a powerful, 
poignant, and entertaining 
movie revealing the impact of 
the greatest event in history.”

The PG-13 movie opens 
Feb. 19 and will be accompa-
nied by ministry resources in-
cluding a church kit; customiz-
able sermon outlines; outreach 

resources such as postcards, 
door hangers and bulletin in-
serts, and a novel from Betha-
ny House Publishers.

Affirm Films, a division of 
Sony Pictures, has distributed 
top faith-based films including 
the Kendrick Brothers' "War 
Room" and "Courageous." 

Huckabee ends bid for president after Iowa loss
WEST DES MOINES, Iowa 
– After sweeping to victory 
in the state eight years ago, 
former Arkansas Gov. Mike 
Huckabee suspended his pres-
idential campaign late Feb. 1 
after receiving only 2 percent 
of the vote in the Iowa Repub-
lican caucuses.

Huckabee is a former Ar-
kansas Baptist pastor who 
once served as president of the 

Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention.

Media reports said Hucka-
bee's 2016 campaign was de-
railed by Iowans who opted 
for newer, better-funded can-
didates.

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz won 
the Iowa Republican caucuses 
with 28 percent of the vote, 
beating businessman Donald 
Trump, who received 24 per-

CHRISTIAN ENTERTAINMENT
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Obituaries
Wanda Jean Norred, 85, 

of Piggott, died 
Jan. 2. She was a 
member of First 
Baptist Church 
of Piggott for 
more than 65 
years, where 
she served as 
church librar-

ian for 40 years. She was the 
tax collection secretary for the 
St. Francis Drainage District 
for 35 years until she retired. 
She is survived by a son, a 
daughter, three grandsons and 
seven great-grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Kenneth Norred, a 
brother, a sister and a grand-
daughter. A memorial ser-
vice was held at First Baptist 
Church on Jan. 5.

Church life
Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, will host its 2016 
Wild Game Dinner at 6 p.m. 
March 1, with guest speaker 
Grant Woods, wildlife biolo-
gist, avid hunter and host of 
GrowingDeer.tv. For more in-
formation, contact the church 
at 501-376-4791 or Rick Jaggars 
at 501-396-3303.

First Baptist Church, Sher-
wood, will hold a retirement 
celebration for Norma Strait 
Jennings Feb. 28 at 3 p.m. in 
the church sanctuary, followed 
by a reception in the fellow-
ship hall. She has served as 
church and pastor’s secretary 
for 50 years. All are invited.

On the move
Pat Walston is serving as 

pastor of Palestine Baptist 
Church in Quitman.

John Wofford is serving 
as pastor of Armorel Baptist 
Church, Armorel. 

John Pollard is serving as 
pastor of Pitts Baptist Church, 
Cash.

Milburn Teasley is serving 
as pastor of Clear Springs Bap-
tist Church, Blackrock. 

Jason Sisemore is serving as 
pastor of Spring Valley Baptist 
Church, Springdale. 

Seth Tucker is serving as 
student pastor/associate pas-
tor at First Baptist Church, 
Huntsville.

Eric Howerton is serving 

as pastor of Black Oak Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville.

Rodney Rogers is serving as 
pastor of Philadelphia Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro. 

Aaron Leggett is serving as 
pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Batesville.

Danny Kelly is serving as 
pastor of Westside Baptist 
Church, Warren. 

Ark. Baptist News accepts 
scholarship applications
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-

sas Baptist News (ABN) is now 
accepting applications for its 
annual scholarship program, 
which is designed to encour-
age students to pursue a career 
in Christian communications.

The scholar-
ship is primar-
ily being made 
available to 
students from 
Williams Bap-
tist College 
and Ouachita 
Baptist Univer-
sity. Both schools have agreed 
to provide matching funds for 
a scholarship to be awarded at 
each of the schools.

“Whether they plan to serve 
in vocational ministry or in the 
secular workplace, scholarship 

applicants should have a pas-
sion for Christ and for using 
their communication skills to 
further His cause,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor. “The 
ABN staff sees great value in 
communications and the role 

it plays in fur-
thering the gos-
pel and promot-
ing God’s work. 
It is our desire 
to encourage 
students to pur-
sue these goals 
through careers 

in journalism, advertising or 
public relations.”

The scholarship is being ad-
ministered through the Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation. For 
more information, visit abf.org 
and click on “Scholarships.”

Jones retires
LITTLE ROCK – Pat Jones 
has retired from the Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Min-
istries after 20 years as fi-
nancial administrator and 
is continuing to work part-
time with the organization.

Family program launches on 99.5 radio  
HOLLAND – Soaring 
Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch (SWR) has launched 
a prime-time radio program 
in central Arkansas during 
the evening drive, tackling 
difficult topics and offering 
biblical advice for raising 
families. 

“This is for all families –
biological, adoptive, foster, 
single-parent homes,” said 
founder and Executive Direc-
tor Andrew Watson. “There 
are unique challenges each 
of these deals with daily. 

“We want to offer a 
chance for families to feel 
connected to others who 
might be experiencing simi-
lar things. They should know 
that they are not alone in the 
troubles that arise in family 
life.”

“Foundations: Raising 
Godly Families from the 
Ground Up” airs at 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday on 
Faith Talk 99.5 KDIS-FM.

Co-hosted by Watson and 
Colby Crow, pastor of stu-
dents and families at Con-
way’s First Baptist Church, 
the program will focus on 
solutions to obstacles facing 
modern families who strive 
to live according to biblical 
principles.

Crow said he hopes to 
give families practical ways to 
talk about their faith every 
day.

“We have the desire to 
equip families to be the pri-
mary spiritual influence in 
the lives of their children,” 
he said.

 Talks of creating the show 

began in October 2015 when 
Watson approached the op-
erations manager of Faith 
Talk 99.5 with the goal of in-
creasing awareness of SWR, 
a faith-based nonprofit orga-
nization offering long-term 
foster care in a stable, loving, 
Christ-centered family envi-
ronment. 

Faith Talk Operations 
Manager Steve Marston said 
there has long been a need 
for an “anchor” program 
that serves central Arkansas 
amid the national ministries 
broadcast through the sta-
tion. 

“’Foundations’ is the per-
fect program to speak to the 
needs of families here in cen-
tral Arkansas. It’s really an 
answer to prayer.” Marston 
said.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Second Baptist of Siloam Springs seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor. Send re-
sumes to P.O. Box 1289, Siloam Springs, AR 
72761 or  efelchle@gmail.com.

Bee Branch Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational or full-time 
pastor. Please send resumes to Pas-
tor Search Committee, P.O. Box 177, Bee 
Branch, AR 72013 or email BeeBranchBap-
tistChurch@outlook.com. 

Crosspoint Baptist Church in Greenbrier 
is seeking a full-time lead pastor. Re-
sumes may be sent to the pastor search 
committee, in care of Pam Dunavant, 
administrative assistant, at P.O. Box 153, 
Greenbrier, AR 72058. For your conve-
nience, resumes may also be emailed to 
pam@crosspointlife.com. All resumes 
should be in to the church office by March 
1, 2016.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-
ryville, is seeking a full-time pastor.  
Please send resumes to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, AR 
72616 or shbc@shbc.arcoxmail.com.  Web-
site: http://myshbc.net.  

FBC, Mountain View, seeking energetic 
and experienced full-time senior pas-
tor. Located in the foothills of the Ozarks, 
Mountain View is near White River with ex-
cellent schools and hospital. Send resume 
to Pastor Search Team, FBC, P.O. Box 27, 
Mountain View, AR 72560 or email fbcmv@
mvtel.net by April 1, 2016.  

Conservative, King James, pastor 
needed. First Baptist, 10923 Heber Springs 
Road N., Concord, AR 72550.  

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, c/o Vona 
McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, Horatio, 
AR 71842. 

Rock Springs Baptist Church in Jessieville 

is in search of a bi-vocational pastor. 
Send resume to 1026 Rock Springs Road, 
Jessieville, AR 71949. 

Brush Creek Baptist Church is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
1385 Brush Creek Road, Springdale, AR 
72762 or email to grpettus@yahoo.com.  

Keo Baptist Church, a small church, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Housing 
available. Send resumes to Keo Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 87, Keo, AR 72083. 

Due to resignation, New Hope Baptist 
Church of Pollard is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 80, Pollard, AR 72456.

Dermott Baptist Church is petitioning 
the Lord to send us a bi-vocational or 
a full-time pastor.  Please respond to 
Dermott Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, Kim Ellington, Chairman, P.O. 
Box 334, Dermott, AR 71638 or email to 
ellingtonkim@yahoo.com. 

Shilo Baptist Church (SBC), Rover, 
Mo., 17 miles east of West Plains, seek-
ing bi-vocational pastor. Worship 
attendance about 70, median age about 
35. Send resumes to Gary Barton, RR 1, 
Box 1038, Alton, MO 65506.

FBC, Oppelo, is seeking a full-time 
senior pastor. Send resumes to youth-
director@fbcoppelo.com  

Revised – Sylamore Baptist Church is 
a small church renewing their search for a 
full-time bi-vocational pastor. We 
are located just outside of Mountain View 
in a quiet and beautiful area and hope 
you will want to live here too. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, 
Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Selection Com-
mittee, FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 

71846 or fbsecretary@outlook.com.   
First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 

prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., 
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Victory Baptist, located in Backgate, is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth pastor. 
Send resumes to P.O. Box 151, Watson, AR, 
71674 or info@vbcbackgate.com. 

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time minister of music/worship. 
Experience and a bachelor’s degree in a 
music-related field are required, and semi-
nary training is preferred. Email resumes to 
linda@fbcsearcy.org or mail to FBC Searcy, 
Attn: Linda Stake, 105 S. Spring St., Searcy, 
AR  72143. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-
ryville, is seeking a full-time worship 
leader. Please send resumes to Personnel 
Committee, 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, 
AR 72616 or shbc@shbc@arcoxmail.com.  
Website: http//www.myshbc.net. 

Armorel Baptist Church is seeking a 
conservative music director (no rock 
and roll). The position is part-time. Send 
resume to P.O. Box 68, Armorel, AR 72310. 
You may also send it to Linda@Armorelbc.
com. 

First Baptist, Pineville, La., (Alexan-
dria area) seeks a full-time children’s 
minister. Submit resumes to sholloway@
fbcpineville.net.  

White River Baptist Association in north 
central Arkansas is prayerfully searching for 
a full-time associational mission-
ary. Resumes must be postmarked by Feb. 
16, 2016. Please send to Tammy Small,  
P.O. Box 2413, Mountain Home, AR 72653. 
Email tammy.small.1308@gmail.com.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is seek-
ing a full-time student pastor. Those 
interested should send a resume to Bear Creek 
Springs Baptist Church, Attn: Senior Pastor, 
179 Devito Loop, Harrison, AR 72601. 

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a 
full-time student minister. College or 
seminary degree preferred. Send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, AR 72040.  

Soaring Wings Ranch (SWR), a non-
profit, Christ-centered children’s home, 
is seeking to hire a social worker for 
a full-time, salaried position. The 
ranch is located 15 minutes northeast of 
Conway on 195 beautiful acres. Minimum 
of a bachelor’s degree is required. Duties 
will include but are not limited to: outreach 
and communications to all referral sources. 
Evaluation of referrals and admission of 
SWR children. Keeping children’s files and 
working with state licensing. Close collabo-
ration with campus director and with house 
parents. Advisement for house parents on 
behavioral issues and needed services. Full 
job description at www.swranch.org/em-
ployment. Please send resumes to jessica@
soaringwingsranch.com or P.O. Box 1670, 
Conway, AR 72033.

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

For sale: Allen Organ, Renaissance 
Model #R-320. $18,000 or best offer. Please 
contact South Side Baptist Church, Fort Smith, 
at 479-782-5041 or southside@mynewroads.
com for information. 

Conservative pastor’s library. Sev-
eral hundreds of books. $500. 501-514-5662. 

A/V Projection and Sound. All Au-
dio-Visual Services Inc. for your A/V gear or 
installations. 25th year anniversary. 479-756-

0888. www.allavservices.com.
Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 

30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Place your classifi ed in the 
Arkansas Baptist News today! 

 arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Williams Baptist College seeks quali-
fied, part-time bus drivers.  Ap-
plicants must have a current commer-
cial driver’s license & driver’s training; 
ability to drive coach buses with air 
brakes and P endorsement, during 
the day and night;  clean driving re-
cord; up-to-date health card; high 
school diploma; experience interact-
ing with public, and pass a drug and 
alcohol blood test. Applicants must 
be supportive of the college’s religious 
affiliation and mission. More informa-
tion at www.williamsbaptistcollege.
com/employment. To apply, submit 
letter of interest, current resume 
and contact information via email to 
hr@wbcoll.edu.

Bus Drivers 
Needed

Rison Baptist Church loses 103-year-old member Vera Gray
RISON – A lot can happen 
over the course of a century, 
and as in Vera Gray’s case, a lot 
of service can take place.

Gray died Jan. 21, just a few 
months shy of her 104th birth-
day. But she left be-
hind a legacy of love 
and service.

Gray was born 
April 12, 1912, in 
the community of 
Kedron, near Rison, 
to William and Hila 
Jane Etter Edwards. 
She was one of three 
girls in a class of 16 
who graduated from Rison 
High School in 1933.

In addition to serving as a 
homemaker – in which she 
cared for her husband, chil-
dren and others who needed 

her love and care – Gray was 
an active member of Rison 
Baptist Church in Rison. In 
her younger years, she taught 
children in Training Union 
and Girls in Action under the 

auspices of Woman’s 
Missionary Union 
(WMU). She was also 
very active in WMU 
and served on various 
committees.

According to her 
obituary, she loved her 
church, her pastor and 
her Sunday school class 
and teacher. She loved 

each member and was always 
happy when new members 
joined. She also had a card 
ministry for many years.

Danny Allen, pastor of 
Rison Baptist, said that, 

in addition to serving as a 
homemaker, caring for those 
around her and teaching chil-
dren, Gray “labored in prayer 
for God to save souls and add 
them to our church, Rison 
Baptist, and continued to min-
ister to them through her card 
ministry.”

Upon her death, Gray left 
behind a number of family 
members, including a son, a 
daughter, two grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 60 years, Wil-
liam Vance Gray, a grandson, a 
sister and a brother, as well as 
her parents.

“She was an excellent exam-
ple of a woman with a gentle, 
quiet spirit, and is now enjoy-
ing the rewards of her faith-

ful, fruitful life on earth,” said 
Allen. “The Lord blessed her 
with a long life of 103 years.”

Allen officiated the funeral 

service for Gray, which was 
held Jan. 24 at Rison Baptist. 
She was buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Rison.

Gray

Visit the Arkansas Baptist News online at arkansasbaptist.org
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RACE

“We are not merely, fellow 
believers, we are brothers and 
sisters in Christ,” reads a bul-
letin distributed by the ERLC. 
“As Christians we are adopted 
into the family of God. Paul as-
sures us of our new bloodline 
when he writes: ‘The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then 
heirs — heirs of God and fel-
low heirs with Christ, provid-
ed we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified 
with him’” (Rom. 8:16-17).

Free downloadable Racial 
Reconciliation Sunday re-
sources for churches are avail-
able at erlc.org. 

Annie Armstrong offering approaches
THE ANNIE Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North 
American Missions and 
its corresponding Week of 
Prayer for North American 
Missions are right around 
the corner, with the official 
week of prayer scheduled for  
March 6-13. 

The 2016 national offer-
ing goal is $70 million, and 
its theme – “Here I am. Send 
Me.” – is based on Isaiah 6:8. 

Isaiah 6:8 says, “Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord say-
ing: Who should I send? Who 

will go for Us? I said: Here I 
am. Send me.”

Missionaries featured in 
the 2016 prayer guide include 
Zack and Autumn Randles in 
Washington, D.C.; Tony and 
Sara Silveira in Montreal, Que-
bec; Josh and Amy Carter in 
Portland, Ore., and Manny 
and Jennifer Sanchez in  
San Diego, Calif., among others.

Each of these missionaries 
is serving in one of the North 
American Mission Board’s 
Send Cities. Promotional ma-
terials encourage Southern 

Baptists to pray for the mis-
sionaries, noting that their 
“prayer support is vital to the 
ministry of these servants of 
the Lord.”

Churches should have al-
ready received Annie Arm-
strong promotional material, 
shipped by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.

For more information, visit 
anniearmstrong.com.

CP 6.07% ahead of projection
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Year-to-date contributions 
to Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) national and 
international missions and 
ministries received by the 
SBC Executive Commit-
tee are 6.07 percent above 
the year-to-date budgeted 
projection and 1.91 per-
cent above contributions 
received during the same 
time frame last year, accord-
ing to a news release from 
SBC Executive Committee 
President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Frank S. Page.

The total includes receipts 
from state conventions and 
fellowships, churches and 
individuals for distribution 
according to the 2015-16 
SBC Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budget.

As of Jan. 31, gifts re-
ceived by the Executive 
Committee for distribution 
through the Cooperative 
Program Allocation Bud-
get totaled $65,938,701.74, 
or 106.07 percent of the 
$62,166,666.67 year-to-date 
budgeted amount to support 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion ministries globally and 
across North America. The 
total is $1,236,665.97 more 
than the $64,702,035.77 
received through the end of 
January 2015.

The convention-adopted 
budget is distributed 50.41 
percent to international 
missions through the In-
ternational Mission Board 
(IMB); 22.79 percent to 
North American missions 
through the North Ameri-

can Mission Board; 22.16 
percent to theological edu-
cation; 2.99 percent to the 
SBC operating budget, and 
1.65 percent to the Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission.

According to the budget 
adopted by the SBC at its 
June 2015 annual meeting 
in Baltimore, if the conven-
tion exceeds its annual bud-
get goal of $186.5 million, 
the IMB’s share will go to 
51 percent of any overage in 
Cooperative Program alloca-
tion budget receipts. Other 
ministry entities of the 
SBC will receive their ad-
opted percentage amounts, 
and the SBC operating 
budget’s portion will be 
reduced to 2.4 percent of 
any overage.

Judge OKs tax breaks for ark park
WILLIAMSTOWN, Ky. – A 
federal judge has ruled that 
Kentucky officials were wrong 
to deny tax incentives worth 
$18 million to a Christian 
ministry building a theme 
park featuring a life-sized repli-
ca of Noah’s Ark, Baptist News 
Global reported.

U.S. District Judge Gregory 
Van Tatenhove ruled Jan. 25 
that state officials could not 
deny sales tax rebates for tour-
ist attractions – in the past 
granted for projects like Ken-
tucky Kingdom theme park in 
Louisville and a visitors cen-
ters at bourbon distilleries – 

to Answers in Genesis simply 
because of its religious affilia-
tion.

Modern-day construction 
crews are expected to finish in 
about a year what it took Noah 
a century to do, with the ark 
expected to open on July 7, 
2016, Baptist Press reported.

SKIT GUYS CREATE LAUGHS – The Skit Guys, a Christian comedy duo made up of 
best friends Tommy Woodward and Eddie James, performed between messages at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Conference on Evangelism and Church Health Jan. 
25-26 at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock. For more photos of the event, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/photos. 
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Julie Beavers
Pine Bluff

Have you ever asked God for a sign?
Just the other day, my Sunday 

school teacher and I were emailing, 
and I mentioned to her that I need-
ed a sign from the Lord. It seemed 
many things in my life were in limbo. 
I didn’t know how 
things would fall 
into place, and a 
sign from the Lord 
was a much easier 
way to know than 
being patient and 
waiting on His tim-
ing. Sadly, this isn’t 
the only time I’ve asked 
for a sign instead of learn-
ing what God wants for 
me in His own timing.

Now, my request for a 
sign was different than 
the scribes and Pharisees’  
request in Matthew 12:38-
42. Jesus had been heal-
ing the sick and blind, 
driving out demons and 
changing peoples’ lives. 
The scribes and Pharisees 
were feeling threatened and needed to 
do what they could to discredit Jesus. 
This is why they asked for a sign.

Jesus was not going to play into 
their hands. Being Christ, He knew 
what they were doing; He knew their 
intentions. Jesus is not, then nor 
now, going to answer corrupt prayers. 

These men were not asking for a sign 
so that their belief in Him would be 
confirmed; they were causing trouble 
and wanting to be seen as important 
as they thought they were in their 
own minds.

People had 
heard the story of 
Jonah and the big 
fish. It wasn’t new 
to them, but the 
way Jesus used 
the true story, in 
Matthew 12:40, 
to compare it to 

His life was! The com-
parison that Jonah had 
been in the belly of the 
fish for three days and 
He, Jesus, would be bur-
ied for three days was the 
only sign He would give 
them.

In Matthew 12:41, He 
told them that even the 
people of Ninevah had 
repented after hearing Jo-
nah’s warning. He then 

reminded them of who He was. He is 
Someone greater than Jonah (Matt. 
12:41). Matthew 12:42 mentions the 
Queen of Sheba, who had traveled a 
great distance to visit Solomon and 
receive wisdom from Him. And Jesus 
is even greater than Solomon (Matt. 
12:42).

to the Lord. Jesus raised the bar and 
commanded His followers not to make 
oaths at all. Christians should simply be 
honest in their dealings. A simple “yes” 
binds the Christian to the truthfulness 
of a positive response, and a simple “no” 

binds the Christian 
to the truthfulness 
of a negative re-
sponse. Anything 
beyond this justi-
fies some level of 
dishonesty, which 
may be acceptable 
to unbelievers, but 

is incompatible with the 
Lord’s standard of righ-
teous living.

The Law also com-
manded that justice be 
meted out “an eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth” (Matt. 5:38). When 
a person experienced an 
unjust hurt, justice de-
manded that the offend-
er receive an equal hurt. 
Again, Jesus raised the bar 

and commanded His followers to return 
not evil for evil, or even justice for evil, 
but good for evil. Christians, who have 
experienced the forgiveness and gener-
osity of God, should be forgiving, gener-
ous people, returning good for evil and 
responding benevolently to meet a need 
that is within their means to meet. 

A few years ago, our church was 
doing door-to-door visits within our 
small town leading up to a revival we 
would be having. 

My husband and I knocked on many 
doors in a neighborhood over the 
course of a week-
end and got a very 
chilly response. 

We really want-
ed these people to 
be a part of our 
revival and our 
church, but they 
had no desire at 
all. By the end of the 
weekend, we were dis-
couraged.

The next weekend, 
Stephen suggested we try 
a totally different part of 
town. So we did. 

I was still discouraged 
from the previous week-
end and “knew” this 
neighborhood would be 
less interested than the 
other. 

Boy, was I wrong!
 These people were glad to see us 

and eager to hear what we had to say. 
It was as if new life had been breathed 
into me. People were interested in 
Jesus! The parable from Matthew 13:1-
13 came to mind. I was a little late on 
the thought though. Thankfully, my 

husband had realized the correlation 
of the weekend and the parable before 
I did.

In Matthew 13:3-7, Jesus tells us 
of many different kind of soils. Some 
are like the first neighborhood we 

visited, where the 
birds came and 
ate up the seed, 
with it never re-
ally reaching the 
hearts of the peo-
ple. Yet, some soil 
is like that of the 
second neighbor-

hood – good ground, 
producing a crop. Jesus 
spoke in a parable be-
cause, like many of the 
different soils, some 
people were not mature 
enough to understand 
the spiritual implication 
of what He needed to say 
(Matt. 13:10-13). True 
spiritual understanding 
is characterized by a will-
ing heart.

I was so discouraged after the first 
weekend of visits and would not have 
gone back out had I not realized the 
truth in this parable. 

The reason for a parable is to get a 
response from the hearer. I’m glad I 
heard and responded. 

Are you?

The phrase “defies expectations” is 
used to convey an experience that goes 
above and beyond what is anticipated. 
A run-down restaurant defies expecta-
tions when it serves exceptional food. 
A compact car defies expectations 
when it turns out 
to be quite roomy 
inside. An under-
dog team defies 
expectations when 
it has a Cinderella 
season and wins 
the champion-
ship.

In Matthew 5:43-48, 
Jesus calls His follow-
ers to defy expectations 
and do what no one 
else would naturally do: 
love their enemies. A 
run-down restaurant is 
expected to serve subpar 
cuisine, a compact car is 
expected to be cramped 
and an underdog team 
is expected to lose. Like-
wise, loving one’s family 
and friends is expected and hating 
one’s enemies is expected, yet Chris-
tians are called to love both. Extend-
ing love even to enemies is a distinct, 
Christ-like love that defies worldly 
expectations. 

Jesus said there is no reward in lov-
ing only those whom it is natural to 

love. Even the spiritually unaware and 
the most calloused of sinners show 
love to friends and family. The kind of 
love that God shows, however, is not 
natural to humans. God shows His 
mercy to the evil as well as the good. 

God extends bless-
ings to the unrigh-
teous as well as 
the righteous. For 
men and woman 
to extend this kind 
of love requires a 
work of the Holy 
Spirit  within 

them. 
As the Holy Spirit 

produces His fruit in the 
lives of believers, they are 
able to put Jesus’ com-
mand to love their en-
emies into action. Believ-
ers pray for their enemies; 
believers meet the needs 
of their enemies; believ-
ers seek the good of their 
enemies; believers do not 
seek revenge against their 

enemies; believers do not plot harm 
toward their enemies. This is chal-
lenging because it is unnatural; it goes 
against the grain of human nature. It 
is showing this kind of sacrificial love 
that God desires and this kind of love 
that stores up reward in heaven for be-
lievers. 

Daniel Johnson
Dover

What’s the sign?
MATTHEW 12:38-42

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Julie Beavers
Pine Bluff

When asked for advice from an aspir-
ing entertainer, comedian Steve Martin 
is said to have replied, “Be so good that 
they can’t ignore you.” 

He meant that those trying to break 
into show business should refine their 
skill and present 
their art with such 
quality that there is 
no option but that 
they be noticed 
and, therefore, 
then achieve the 
success they desire. 

In Matthew 
5:33-42, Jesus commands 
His followers to a radical 
level of discipleship. His 
commands are so antitheti-
cal to the natural response 
of men that, like a gifted 
entertainer stands distinct-
ly out from less talented 
aspirants, those who follow 
Jesus are distinctly differ-
ent from those who do not. 
Jesus confronts two specific 
circumstances all people 
are faced with: responding with honesty 
and responding to hurt. His premise to 
these situations is threefold: be honest 
in all things (Matt. 5:33-37), return good 
for evil (Matt. 5:38-41) and be generous 
(Matt. 5:42).

The Law commanded that people not 
make false vows, but fulfill their vows 

Distinct in my reactions
MATTHEW 5:33-42

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Access granted
MATTHEW 13:1-13

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Distinct in my love
MATTHEW 5:43-48

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

FEBRUARY 21, 2016

Daniel Johnson
Dover

FEBRUARY 28, 2016
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Uphold abortion rules, 
ERLC, SBTC urge court
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
own decisions and the 
need for states to protect 
women’s lives call for the 
justices to uphold a Texas 
law that regulates abortion 
doctors and clinics, ac-
cording to two Southern 
Baptist entities and other 
religious organizations. 
The Ethics and  Religious 
Liberty Commission 
joined the Southern Bap-
tists of Texas Convention 
and four other groups in 
a friend-of-the-court brief 
filed Feb. 1 with the high 
court. The brief urges the 
justices to affirm a Texas 
measure that requires an 
abortion doctor to have 
admitting privileges at a 
nearby hospital in case a 
woman needs emergency 
admission. The law also 
mandates abortion clin-
ics must meet the health 
and safety standards of 
other walk-in surgical 
centers. The Supreme 
Court will hear oral argu-
ments March 2 to decide if 
the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New Orleans 
was correct in upholding 
most of the Texas mea-
sure.

Obama tells of personal 
faith at prayer breakfast
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
President Obama used 
his final National Prayer 
Breakfast address as 
America’s chief executive 
to explain how he has 
combated fear by draw-
ing on his personal Chris-
tian faith and by looking 
to people of all faiths for 
inspiration. “Like every 
president, like every 
leader, like every person, 
I’ve known fear,” Obama 
said Feb. 4. “But my 
faith tells me that I need 
not fear death, that the 
acceptance of Christ 
promises everlasting life 
and the washing away of 
sins.”

Smith

Smith to attendees: 
‘Just worship Him’
LITTLE ROCK – Jehoshaphat 
was a righteous, rich king who 
believed in spiritual renewal 
and revival and who 
believed the Bible 
must be primary 
in order to see that 
revival, said Robert 
Smith during the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC) Prayer Lead-
ers’ Workshop held 
prior to the ABSC’s 
State Conference 
on Evangelism and 
Church Health Jan. 
25 at Geyer Springs First Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock.

Smith, who serves as 
Charles T. Carter Baptist 
chair of divinity at Beeson Di-
vinity School in Birmingham, 
Ala., where he teaches Chris-
tian preaching, shared from 2 
Chronicles 20 about praying 
for power in weakness. 

During the two-hour work-
shop, Smith took the 200-
plus attendees verse by verse 
through the chapter, which 

details Judah’s praise and wor-
ship of God as they prepared 
for battle and the victory God 

brought them. 
He noted that 

God has a way of 
bringing people 
from fear to faith.

Smith drew out 
valuable lessons 
from the verses, in-
cluding the impor-
tance of worship-
ping God.

“I just have a 
sneaky suspicion 
that shackles could 

fall off of many of us today if 
we would stop wondering how 
God’s going to work and just 
worship Him,” Smith said. 
“Quit trying to figure it out.”

Also during the conference, 
attendees heard personal tes-
timonies from Doug Wills, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Norphlet, and Manley Beasley, 
pastor of Hot Springs Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, about 
the power of prayer in their 
churches.

The conference ended with 
a time of prayer, during which 
Smith led attendees through 
three acknowledgements made 
by Jehoshaphat in 2 Chroni-

cles 20:12: that (1) they didn’t 
have power, (2) they didn’t 
have knowledge of what to do 
but (3) they were looking to 
God. 

Attendees at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Prayer Leaders’  Workshop con-
clude their event in a time of prayer and seeking the Lord.

Hundreds of voices ‘ring out’ at PraizFest 
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTON – A sea of match-
ing green T-shirts flooded the 
stage of First Baptist Church, 
Benton, as hundreds of sev-
enth through 12th graders 
from across the state joined 
together for the grand finale 
worship during this year’s 
PraizFest event.

The students’ voices, ac-
companied by a live orchestra, 
rang out across the sanctuary 
in praise and worship as they 
performed the songs they had 
been rehearsing all day and the 
preceding evening, each song 
fading to an echo of applause.

PraizFest, a youth choir 
event sponsored by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and 
church health team, was Jan. 
29-30 and drew 330 students 
from 21 churches.

The annual event combines 
singing, worship and perfor-
mances from several student 
choirs across the state and 
eventually concludes with the 

grand finale worship. The 
event gives students a mass 
choir experience. 

“The students sang incred-
ibly well,” said Larry Grayson, 
ABSC evangelism and church 
health team member. “As 
one Facebook post put it, 
‘God showed up!’”

Clay Cunningham, as-
sociate pastor of family 
ministry at First Baptist, 
Benton, served as event 
pastor; and Trent Black-
ley, minister of music 
at First Baptist Church, 
Rockwall, Texas, served 
as clinician.

“Blackley led the stu-
dents with excellence, teaching 
them great music, but teach-
ing them to be worshippers as 
well! The spirit of the entire 
event was just amazing!” Gray-
son said.

Darrell Spigner, associate 
pastor of worship ministries, 
at Central Baptist Church, 
Conway, and his wife, Calleen, 
brought some of their students 
to the event.

“I’m hoping that it will just 

encourage them to continue to 
use their voices for the Lord, 
especially seeing a couple of 
featured choirs and what they 
can do,” said Darrell Spigner, 
noting that he also hopes the 

students will meet new friends, 
as well as become stronger 
both vocally and spiritually. 

Calleen Spigner added that 
she wants students to have the 
opportunity to enjoy singing 
and worshipping with others 
their age.

Bryant Wilson, a high 
school senior who came with 
Central Baptist, noted that 
along with enjoying the songs 
they sing each year, he has had 

the opportunity to learn a lot 
about music and has made “a 
lot of great friends” through 
PraizFest over the years.

“PraizFest is just a great wor-
ship experience,” he said. “You 

also get to learn a lot of 
musical techniques that 
you can take home and 
apply to a church choir 
or even just singing in 
general.”

Caelyn Longing, an 
11th grade student who 
attended with Union 
Valley Baptist Church, 
Beebe, also said she likes 
learning the songs and 
various ways of singing. 

She also said she enjoys the 
worship aspect of the event.

“I just like for a bunch of 
kids to come together and sing 
about God and praising Him,” 
she said, adding, “I think 
that every kid who has gone 
to church and loves to sing 
should come here. It’s a great 
experience, and you just get to 
be with kids that praise God.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.
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10 miles back to his car after 
his daily walks.

As he walks, he will be pray-
ing. Prayer requests can be sent 
in via Facebook.

Montgomery 
is no stranger 
to walking – he 
walked across 
the state twice 
before, although 
he took a differ-
ent route and 
was pastoring a 
different church 
at the time.

He said the 
first two walks 
didn’t raise as 
much money as 
he had hoped, 
so he decided he 
wouldn’t walk 
as a fundraiser 
again. 

“But then I 
was walking on 
my treadmill at 
the house one night, and … 
I got to thinking, ‘So you’ll 
walk (on) this every day, but 
you won’t walk for God, and 
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Flooding in Mo. & Ill. 
‘worse than most realize’
ST. LOUIS (BP) – The 
daunting challenge of 
restoring flood-damaged 
homes continues to face 
many families around 
Missouri and Illinois 
after widespread flood-
ing wreaked havoc in 
late December and early 
January. “It’s bigger than 
people realize,” said Joe 
Banderman, leader of 
the Missouri Baptist Con-
vention’s collegiate re-
lief team. “Unless you’re 
here, it’s hard to get an 
idea of the scope of the 
f looding.” Caused by 
a month of heavy rain, 
flooding across Missouri 
and Illinois killed at least 
two dozen people, affect-
ed roughly 5,000 homes 
and temporarily closed 
portions of Interstate 
44 and Interstate 70. In 
some areas along the Mis-
sissippi, floodwaters rose 
to 48.9 feet, surpassing 
the 1993 record by nearly 
half a foot.

Female conscription 
‘absurd’, but may happen

WASHINGTON (BP) 
– A Feb. 2 proposal by 
two top U.S. generals 
that women be required 
to register for future 
military drafts represents 
what a former Army chief 
of chaplains called the 
unfortunate end result of 
the Obama administra-
tion’s decision to abolish 
all gender-based restric-
tions for military jobs. 
“The sad fact is,” said for-
mer Army Chief of Chap-
lains Douglas Carver, 
“that our national leaders 
have championed gender 
equality in the armed ser-
vices, specifically in the 
special operations and 
combat duty positions, 
without fully consider-
ing its impact on combat 
readiness, teambuilding, 
military recruiting for an 
all-volunteer force and the 
stability of ... families.”

Paron to offer 1st programmed summer camp
PARON – Camp Paron has 
served as the location for 
countless retreats, reunions, 
conferences, programs and 
even family camps and church 
camps. But this summer, for 
the first time ever, Camp 
Paron will hold its own week 
of programmed sum-
mer camp.

The camp, set to 
take place July 25-29, 
will be open to youth 
groups statewide and 
will focus on the theme 
Recharge.

“Since we are on 
a physical mission to 
‘recharge’ Camp Paron 
among our ABSC (Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention) 
family, as well as ‘recharging’ 
the grounds and facilities, it 
seemed natural to build the 
summer camp program around 
the idea of allowing students 
to spiritually ‘recharge,’” said 
Sherrie Hoogendoorn, who 
helps run the camp.

Her husband, John, became 
camp manager in January 2015 
after the retirement of the pre-
vious staff.

“Our desire is that stu-
dents will see the need for 

and importance of spending 
time alone with Jesus,” Sher-
rie Hoogendoorn said. “We 
pray that they leave camp feel-
ing spiritually recharged and 
equipped to continue that 
personal growth as they merge 
back into the world of school, 

family, friends and 
busy schedules.”

The camp speaker 
will be John Schaffner, 
former Baptist colle-
giate minister at the 
University of Arkansas 
– Fort Smith and cur-
rent associate pastor 
for university life at 
First Baptist Church 

in Lubbock, Texas.
Dalton Shaffer and his 

band, a college-age worship 
band with a heart for youth, 
will lead worship. Band mem-
bers will also be available to 
spend time with students be-
tween worship sessions.

Hoogendoorn said the rea-
son they decided to hold a 
camp was based on their de-
sire for God to “renew life into 
the camp as we make effort 
to grow and expand its usage 
throughout the year.”

“Offering programs, such as 

this summer camp, will allow 
churches to come, participate 
and provide opportunity for 
spiritual growth without re-
quiring their leadership to 
do the planning and prepar-
ing themselves,” she said. 
“There are a variety of events 
we will be offering, which will 
minister to Southern Baptist 
churches across the state of Ar-
kansas.” 

Hoogendoorn pointed 
out the important role camps 
play in students’ lives, noting 
camps allow students to escape 
from distractions and be sur-
rounded by pastors, staff and 
friends who love them. She 
said camps allow time for stu-
dents to build new friendships 
and strengthen old ones, take 
a break from the challenges 

they may face at home and 
focus on seeking the Lord.

“In building relationships, 
students become more open 
to hearing the gospel from a 
source they now know and 
trust,” Hoogendoorn added.

“As a staff, we are excited 
about what the Lord will bring 
together during this week of 
camp. Sharing Jesus Christ, 
and providing opportunity for 
lives to be changed, is what 
Camp Paron is all about,” 
Hoogendoorn said. “Not only 
do we know that will happen 
during this week of camp, but 
both adult and young lives are 
changed as guests spend time 
at Camp Paron throughout the 
year.”

For more information, con-
tact stischer@absc.org.

Hoogendoorn

district. 
Rainer told trustees the 

Capitol View development 
would be a great location for 
employees and would provide 
convenient access to hotels, 
restaurants and meeting space 
for LifeWay visitors and con-
ference attendees. 

Trustees also approved a 
recommendation for the con-
struction of a new corporate 
headquarters. The recommen-
dation included the authoriza-
tion to enter into a contract 
with Gresham, Smith and 
Partners for the design of the 
facility and “to execute other 
contracts and documents as 
necessary for LifeWay to com-
plete the new campus.”

“We are designing a build-
ing that will reflect LifeWay’s 
culture both now and for the 
future,” Rainer told trustees. 
“It will be a building condu-
cive to collaboration, innova-
tion and fun.”

During a Feb. 4 news con-
ference, Nashville Mayor 
Megan Barry joined Rainer to 
announce LifeWay’s decision 
to remain downtown. 

She said, “I know LifeWay 
had many options, and we are 
excited they have chosen to 
remain a part of the fabric of 
Nashville.”

About 1,100 LifeWay em-
ployees are based in the down-
town offices and will move 
into the new building. Rainer 
estimated the completion of 
the new building could be as 
early as November 2017.

During his report to trust-
ees, Rainer talked about the 
many changes that have oc-
curred at LifeWay over the last 
10 years. 

“We have faced headwinds 
again and again. But God has 
worked through these times. 
It is amazing to see what God 
has done through LifeWay,” 
he said.

“We are here for such a 
time as this,” Rainer contin-
ued. “And it’s time to move 
forward.”

Artist’s rendering of LifeWay Christian Resources’ proposed new building.

continued from page one
LIFEWAY

you really want this property 
paid off … and you’ve got 
people that you minister to 
that can’t afford to pay it off.’ 
I mean, if everybody in our 
church … gave a month’s sal-
ary, we wouldn’t even have a 
down payment,” he said. “We 
just minister to people that 

are struggling. 
… And so I just 
felt like God told 
me, ‘If you’ll 
walk and do it 
by faith, then I’ll 
provide.’ 

“So that’s 
what I’m doing,” 
he said.

Montgomery 
also hopes to 
raise awareness 
about a new 
ministry they are 
starting – Zoo 
Outfitters Oper-
ation: Outfitting 
Women to Live 
Without Addic-
tion.

For more in-
formation about 

Montgomery’s walk, visit the-
zoochurchvillage.com.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 

jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page one
STEPSHundreds of voices ‘ring out’ at PraizFest 

Rick Montgomery takes a “walk 
of faith” across Arkansas in 2010.
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them during a meeting with 
representatives of the Baptist 
press corps Feb. 16 in Puerto 
Rico.

Therein lies the problem.
You see, it was only after 

the news of the layoffs 
of 30 communications 
personnel leaked out on 
social media – prompting 
questions from the Baptist 
media – that IMB released 
information regarding the 
action.

The election of Platt 
as the new leader of the 
170-year-old mission-send-
ing organization was her-
alded  by some as a new 
day for Southern Baptist 

world mission outreach.
But from appearances, it 

seems that Platt did not have 
a plan in place to announce 
the recent layoffs until inqui-
ries were made by members of 
the state Baptist press.

While the IMB certainly 
has the right to make deci-
sions recommended by its 
leader and approved by its 

Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

key aspects of its communi-
cations team is alarming, it 
seems something else is afoot 
that potentially could result 
in the IMB potentially losing 
financial support from key 

Southern Baptist supporters: 
It’s lack of information and 
transparency.

Several Baptist editors on a 
conference call with IMB per-
sonnel Jan. 20 voiced surprise 
when an employee conduct-
ing the call said it was simply 
to solicit questions from 
editors so that IMB President 
David Platt could answer 

L ike most Southern Bap-
tists, I am a big support-

er of foreign missions. Some 
of the finest keepers of the 
faith and witnesses for Jesus 
Christ I have known have 
served at the Foreign 
Mission Board (now 
known as the Interna-
tional Mission Board) 
– either stateside or as 
overseas missionaries.

So to write something 
that’s not so flattering 
about actions under-
taken by the entity is 
not done with haste, or 
without a great deal of 
thought and prayer.

As we published in 
the Jan. 28 edition of the Ar-

kansas Baptist News, the IMB 
recently fired the majority of 
its communications personnel 
who worked in its Richmond 
office as a part of its “reset” 
to bring its costs in line with 
revenue – and supposedly to 
preserve as many missionaries 
on the field as possible.

While a move to eliminate 

What does the International Mission Board have to hide?
board of trustees, I believe 
most Southern Baptists would 
find it disconcerting the lack 
of forthrightness in providing 
information about the layoffs.

After all, these are the same 
Southern Baptists in churches 
who are donating funds from 
their building accounts, tak-
ing up special offerings and 
making other sacrifices in giv-

ing to help lift the IMB out of 
its current financial crisis.

We expect our leaders to be 
accountable and forthcoming 
with information – no matter 
how painful. We may not all 
agree with the decision, but 
we’ll accept it. It’s the South-
ern Baptist way.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 

Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

When the sheep feed the shepherd
I ’m not going to lie. This 

has been a rough month. 
My wife has been very ill. 
First, she had the flu, then 
migraines, then the shingles, 
then double pneumonia and 
bronchitis. It 
has not been 
pretty. There 
has been whin-
ing, crying 
and “woe is 
me” and “I can’t believe this 
is happening” kind of talk – 
and that’s just from me! So, 
with my better half mostly 
confined to a bed for almost 
all of January, I’ve had the 
task of playing nurse, house-
keeper, father, breadwinner 
and pastor. I have not doubt-

ed God’s love or thought He 
was punishing us – we have 
just been experiencing a lot 
of difficulty. Welcome to the 
human race, right?

I’ve often said that there is 
nothing better 
than being in 
a good church 
and nothing 
worse than 
being in a bad 

one. What I love about this 
fellowship of believers (Bar-
ton Chapel Baptist Church, 
Tyronza) is how they have sur-
rounded their pastor during 
this time of difficulty. 

Once it became clear that 
Jennifer was really sick, we 
experienced an outpouring of 

love that we never expected. 
First, people started pray-
ing, showing concern and 
providing a meal here and 
there. One Sunday, a family 
allowed our children to spend 
the night while we sat in the 
emergency room until the wee 
hours of the morning. 

When it became clear that 
this was an extended period 
of illness, others began asking 
questions like, “Is there any-
thing we can do?” 

After church one Sunday, a 
lady approached me and said, 
“I’m cooking for you Tuesday 
night.” 

Then the next day, a man 
called while I was at work and 
said, “My wife and I want to 

watch your boys today and 
cook dinner so your wife can 
rest.” 

When I picked up the chil-
dren, along with a pork roast, 
potatoes, carrots, macaroni 
and cheese, banana bread 
and chocolate pie, they said, 
“We’d like to do it again to-
morrow.” 

Then just as we finished 
eating the dinner they 
cooked, another member 
showed up with a gallon of 
chicken soup and beef stew. 
The day after that, someone 
showed up with more food. 
I’ve actually had to ask people 
to stop cooking. Still others 
have called and sent “get well” 
cards.    

I have witnessed churches 
that not only will not help 
their pastor, but will kick him 
when he is down. I am so 
grateful I am not in that situ-
ation. As a pastor, there is no 
way I can express how much 
this kindness has meant to my 
family and me. In a day when 
we hear so many bad stories 
of hypocrites in churches, 
unloving and judgmental con-
gregations, it is so refreshing 
to be a part of a loving group 
of believers who are willing 
to show their love. From 
this side of the pulpit, I can 
honestly say, “May their tribe 
increase!”  

Kim Reeder is a bi-vocational 

pastor in Tyronza.

Viewpoint
Kim Reeder
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A redirection in assignment

The impact of family gatherings
L arge family gatherings are a critical and essential 

component to maintaining the health of any family. 
Though family reunions are the target of many jokes, they 
play an important role in the health and continuity of a 
family. Arkansas Baptists can be described as a network of 
churches working together to create spiritu-
al and missions synergy and also as a family 
of churches that love, nurture, encourage 
and minister to each other.

I have been a part of three large fam-
ily gatherings in the last few months that 
were outstanding. The Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, led by 
Arkansas Pastor and Southern Baptist Convention Presi-
dent Ronnie Floyd, was one of my most memorable family 
gatherings on the larger national scale. There was passion, 
fire, celebration and an evening dedicated totally to prayer 
for awakening and revival. 

We have much for which to be thankful as a Southern 
Baptist family.

On a state level, the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

Annual Meeting last November, led by former ABSC Presi-
dent Archie Mason, and the ABSC State Conference on 
Evangelism and Church Health, led by Terry Bostick, team 
leader of the ABSC evangelism and church health team, 
will also go down as two of our most memorable family 

gatherings. 
At both meetings, there was much passion 

for evangelism; heart-felt, Christ-exalting 
worship; spiritual fire and zeal; practical 
help; sessions of prayer; celebration, and a 
strong challenge to focus on our mission. In 
the crowds, there was much diversity in age, 

dress, ethnicity and styles of churches, which represents 
the diversity that exists within our state. I saw laughter, joy, 
tears and people ministering to each other in the love of 
Christ. 

We have much for which to be thankful as an Arkansas 
Baptist family. This is an incredible time to serve in Arkan-
sas!

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention.

T his was not the article I thought I would be writing 
this past fall when elected president of the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention (ABSC), but as anyone knows 
who has been called to vocational ministry, we never know 
when God may redirect our assign-
ment, and such a time has come in 
my family’s life. 

My final column as president 
has one primary purpose and that 
is to say a huge, “Thank you,” to 
Arkansas Baptists, for the incredible 
joy and honor it has been to serve 
in this great state. Space limitations 
will not allow a full listing of the 
hundreds of men and women of 
this state who mean so much to me, 
but I would be remiss if I did not 
mention two, namely, Emil Turner, 
retired ABSC executive director, 
and current ABSC Executive Di-
rector J.D. “Sonny” Tucker. These 
two men are not only ministry 
colleagues, but are great personal 
friends. I thank them both from the 
bottom of my heart and all the Ar-
kansas Baptists they represent.

When God called us to serve at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, a little more than eight years 
ago, we came with an expectation of finishing our voca-
tional ministry right here in Arkansas. I told our congrega-
tion a few weeks ago that I could never imagine leaving 
Immanuel to serve another local church, but this new 
ministry opportunity will prayerfully allow me to take a 
little bit of our Arkansas Baptist DNA to our new work as 

executive director/treasurer of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention.

Most Southern Baptist ministers understand the great 
debt we owe to generations before us who paved and paid 

the way for the work we get to do 
today. Such is my personal testi-
mony. I shall eternally be grateful to 
be able to say that God allowed me 
to be a part of the Arkansas Baptist 
family!

Sam Roberts, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Stuttgart, will 
do an incredible job of serving now 
as your state convention president. 
He and Steven Bell, now first vice 
president, will be a powerful team 
for the convention. These are good 
and godly men whom I respect 
greatly. I know you will encourage 
and support them as they take up 
the mantle of leadership. 

As God would bring us to your 
minds and hearts, we would appre-
ciate your prayers as we go to lead 
the South Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion. 

Paul’s words in Philippians 1:3-5a 
perfectly express my heart: “I thank 
my God upon every remembrance 

of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for 
you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel.”

Gary Hollingsworth is senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist 

Church in Little Rock and president of the Arkansas Baptist 

State Convention. He begins his new duties as executive director-

treasurer of the South Carolina Baptist Convention Feb. 15.

O n a cold morning in Janu-
ary, we loaded up a warm 

van full of students and traversed 
the hills and curves toward 
Branson, Mo., for a winter youth 
retreat. There were three vehicles 
caravanning together, and my 
wife and I ended up having all 
girls in our van. While it was 
noisier, it didn’t smell like a van 
of boys.  

I did not want this to be a trip 
where each person was engaged 
in their own smartphone with 
limited personal interaction with 
others. As chauffer, I asked my 
wife to grab my phone and use 
the new Gabbit application I had 
downloaded for the occasion. 
There are four versions: Gabbit 
Youth, Family, Road Trip and 
Couples. We picked the youth 
version to engage in a series of 
conversations involving everyone.  

One of the five question sec-
tions involved This or That ques-
tions such as, “What’s worse: to 
fail at a sport or a test?” There 
is a Just Jesus section that asks 
questions such as, “Pilate tried 
several times to save Jesus from 
crucifixion. Why do you think 
he did that? (Matthew 27).” A 
He & She section included a 
question, “Should men express 
their feelings more? Why or why 
not?” I didn’t feel like answering 
that question. Another section 
of questions, TMI, included a 
question, “What’s the grossest 
thing you’ve ever eaten?” Fortu-
nately, this was before lunch. The 
last section, What If, included a 
question, “If you were alone on 
a deserted island, what are the 
chances you’d survive for a year?” 
There were multiple questions for 
each section, which we often fol-
lowed by, “Why?” 

One of the best things families 
can do is turn off their media at 
home and often in the car and 
engage in some meaningful con-
versation together. The Gabbit 
apps provide creative questions 
that can facilitate conversations 
around the table or in the car 
while traveling. Deuteronomy 
6:7 encourages families to talk 
when they get up and lie down, 
when they walk and when they sit 
down. Here’s a great question for 
you and your family to ponder: 
How can you regularly engage in 
more meaningful conversations 
every day? 

Ben Phillips serves on the ABSC 

evangelism and church health team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

The fi rst Gabbit trip

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.  Consider helping the offi  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention for years to come by including the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to 
the ABN. Contact the Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.
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championed by a long parade 
of dedicated professors, ad-
ministrators and board mem-
bers who have 
been stubborn-
ly devoted to 
keeping costs 
low. They have 
been fueled by 
the unyielding belief that a 
Baptist college should be ac-
cessible to anyone regardless 
of their financial position. 
Today, accessibility remains 
one of the resolute convic-
tions of our campus leader-
ship and is verified by our 
continued success in provid-
ing one of the least expensive 
Christian college experiences 
in the country.    

Our dedication to acces-

Camp Siloam: Drama a powerful camp tool
I n a Mexican flea market, 

I watched a man choke 
back tears as he watched the 
drama performed by inexpe-
rienced teenage actors. It was 
moving and powerful. It was 
a brilliant strategy to commu-
nicate the gospel internation-
ally.

I took my 13-year-old son, 
Duncan, on his first mission 
trip over Christmas. We went 
to Mexico with a student 
missions group from Tulsa, 
Okla., called Awe Star Min-
istries. Awe Star’s method 
of sharing the gospel was to 
use a 15-minute creation to 
Christ drama narrated in 
Spanish. We then shared 
the gospel individually with 

people who gathered to watch 
the street performance. In 
one week, we documented 
174 salvations!

The power of God was 
moving in the 
hearts of those 
people through 
the tool of the-
ater. Theater is 
one thing that 
makes Camp Siloam different 
from all the church camps in 
our region. When I talk about 
drama, I’m not talking about 
camp skits. I’m talking about 
a 1.5-hour drama broken into 
five parts performed on a full 
set.  

My father used to tell me, 
“Excellence is insufficient. 

Make yourself distinctive.” 
We are building a camp 

that is creative and distinctive 
in its program. Is it working? 
Yes. Annual attendance is up 

1,702 camp-
ers in six 
years. Salva-
tions rang-
ing between 
350 and 425 

campers are recorded each 
summer. But the best indica-
tor is when a mother calls and 
tells me what camp meant to 
her. 

In fall 2013, one mother 
called the camp thank-
ing us for the drama and 
said her elementary-age 
boy had attention deficit                            

hyperactivity disorder. 
“There’s no way he can 

sit through a 30-minute ser-
mon,” she said. “But when he 
came home, ... all he could 
talk about were the characters 
in your play and the story of 
the drama. It really touched 
him.” 

Jackpot!
Like drama was a tool for 

the students in Mexico, I be-
lieve that camp is a powerful 
tool of the church to share 
the gospel with American 
children.

Feed My Sheep Campaign 
update: We have raised 
$675,000 at this point. Cam-
paign packets were mailed 
to every Southern Baptist 

Camp Siloam
Jason Wilkie

ABCHomes: Caring for children from hard places
R ecently, I took Josh 

Townsend, our new de-
velopment director at Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries, to 
spend a day at the Arkansas 
Baptist Home for Children 
in Monticello. I explained 
to Josh that I’ve been visit-
ing that historic campus for 
almost 36 years, yet I am still 
emotionally moved every time 
I enter the campus.  

When we arrived, the staff 
were already involved in the 
“staffings” where case manag-
ers review the case plans and 
staff members, including 
houseparents, address the 

progress or difficulties a child 
is experiencing. Josh was over-
whelmed with the compas-
sion of the houseparents to 
meet each child’s need.  

Staffings 
were followed 
by a tour and 
then lunch 
with all the 
staff. After a 
time of prayer, Campus Direc-
tor Randy Luper provided 
training focused on Trust 
Based Relational Intervention 
(TBRI). This program, devel-
oped at Texas Christian Uni-
versity, provides exceptional 
guidance in working with chil-

dren from “hard places.” We 
have many children who have 
come from the hard places of 
abuse, neglect, dysfunctional 
homes, physical problems 

and other 
crises. Our 
staff works 
hard to help 
our children, 
and TBRI de-

mands even greater relational 
involvement with each child.

Later in the day, we hopped 
on the home’s bus to pick up 
the children. We drove from 
school to school. I love doing 
this. Above each seat in the 
bus is the name of the child 

who sits there. I purposively 
took a front row seat with 
the name “Shawn”* over it. 
Shawn is an outgoing high 
school senior whom I knew 
would be very conversational. 
He also has a passion for the 
Lord. Across the aisle, the seat 
belongs to Kevin*. Shawn led 
Kevin to Christ. Josh set to-
ward the back with the young-
er boys. Back on campus, we 
visited the Barton West Fam-
ily Home. Ms. Sherry is the 
houseparent. Her girls were 
enjoying snacks as they began 
homework. We were shown 
some amazing artwork and 
difficult homework. I suggest-

ABCHomes
David Perry

Church in Arkansas on Jan. 
15. Our board, volunteers 
and staff are calling every 
pastor who received a packet 
and asking if they will help. 
I would love to celebrate the 
power of the cooperation of 
Arkansas Baptists through 
this campaign.  

I continue to meet with in-
dividuals and share the need 
we have for a new dining hall. 
When we reach 40 percent 
of the campaign goal ($3.4 
million), then we are eligible 
to apply for funds from the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 
Thus, our next target is to get 
to $1.4 million.  

Jason Wilkie is executive direc-

tor of Camp Siloam.

ed it was time to head home. 
Josh said, “I’ve got to tell 

the boys I sat with on the bus 
goodbye.” 

As we headed back across 
campus, Josh commented, 
“When the kids get home, 
this place comes alive.” 

Indeed, it does. 
Once again, I was emo-

tionally moved by a visit to 
the children’s home. What 
a special place, where hard 
work and deep compassion 
combine to change lives for 
children from hard places.

*Names changed for privacy.

David Perry is executive director 

of ABCHomes.

Williams Baptist: An affordable Christian education
P eople often ask those 

of us who serve at Wil-
liams Baptist College, “How 
do you keep your cost so 
low?” 

It is not unusual for our 
accrediting bodies to ponder 
the same question as they 
evaluate our programs and 
review our finances. The 
answer is best understood by 
considering our history and 
who we are.  

For 75 years, a culture of 
stewardship has developed 
at Williams that has bred ef-
ficiency and frugality while 
maintaining a commitment 
to the foundational elements 
needed for a quality, Chris-
tian, educational experience. 
It is a culture that has been 

Williams Baptist
Tom Jones

sibility drives our diligence 
in keeping costs low. And 
though that resoluteness is 

one of our 
long-standing 
hallmarks, it 
is who we are 
that reveals 
our purpose in 

staying affordable.  
As a Baptist college focus-

ing on the liberal arts, we be-
lieve in the authority of Scrip-
ture and the lordship of Jesus 
Christ. Those beliefs inform 
our policies, relationships, be-
havior and our scriptural un-
derstanding of Christian com-
munity. We are patient with 
one another. We stand beside 
one another. And we are ac-
countable to one another.  

We value scholarship, and 
our academic standards are 
high. We expect our students 
to grow in their personal rela-
tionship with Jesus as our fac-
ulty and staff stretch them to 
higher levels of understand-
ing. We believe that atmo-
sphere challenges students to 
look at their lives as tools for 
God to use to minister to a 
world desperate for hope. As 
a result, we believe the experi-
ence students receive at Wil-
liams affords the skills and 
passion needed not only to 
earn a good income, but to be  
prepared for the life that God 
desires in whatever profession 
they choose.  

For 75 years, Williams 
Baptist College has remained 

committed to providing an 
affordable Christian college 
education to the young peo-
ple of our state. Blessed with 
an enthusiastic campus com-
munity, a supportive family 
of Arkansas Baptist churches 
and a solid financial position, 
we plan to continue that com-
mitment for the next 75 years. 
Please pray with us as we 
seek to continue the college’s 
legacy of honoring the Lord 
through those efforts.

During our 75th year of 
remembering institutional 
milestones, post your personal 
memories to 75thmemories@
wbcoll.edu, our Facebook 
page or Twitter account.

Tom Jones is president of 

Williams Baptist College.
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conference. Those in atten-
dance heard inspiring mes-
sages, learned during minis-
try-specific workshops and 
enjoyed fellowship with broth-
ers and sisters in Christ from 
across the state.

The conference’s featured 
speakers were Putman; Ronnie 
Floyd, senior pastor of Cross 
Church in northwest Arkansas 
and president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention; Fred 
Luter, senior pastor of Frank-
lin Avenue Baptist Church 
in New Orleans, La., and im-
mediate past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention; 
Kevin Hamm, senior pastor 
of Gardendale First Baptist 
Church in Gardendale, Ala.; 
Vance Pitman, founder and 
senior pastor of Hope Church 
in Las Vegas, Nev., and 
Robert Smith, Charles 
T. Carter Baptist chair 
of divinity and pro-
fessor of Christian 
preaching at Beeson 
Divinity School in Bir-
mingham, Ala.

In addition to the 
conferences speakers, 
The Skit Guys, a Christian 
comedy duo made up of best 
friends Tommy Woodward 
and Eddie James, performed 
between messages. Julio Ar-
riola, global worship pastor at 
Cross Church in northwest Ar-
kansas, and the Cross Church 
praise band led worship dur-
ing the event.

continued from page one
GROWTH On Jan. 26, attendees had 

the opportunity to participate 
in one of five workshops, in-
cluding the Pastors’ Workshop 
led by Putman, Church Plant-
ing Workshop led by Pitman, 
Ministers’ of Music Workshop 
led by Arriola, Student Pas-
tors’ Workshop led by Ben 
Trueblood and Preschool and 
Children’s Minister’s Work-
shop led by Ken Hindman. 
The Prayer Leaders’ Workshop 
was held Jan. 25 and led by 
Smith (see related story, Page 
2). The Ministers’ Wives Fel-
lowship, led by Jeana Floyd, 
wife of Ronnie Floyd, was held 
Jan. 26.

Following are summaries of 
the speakers’ messages and of 
the Ministers’ Wives Fellow-
ship.

Ronnie Floyd
Floyd spoke about what he 

called “the solution to Ameri-
ca’s crisis.” 

“Now, unquestion-
ably, there is a (sic) 
out-front, noticeable 
move to silence Chris-
tianity in America,” 
said Floyd. “My broth-
ers and sisters, in Jesus’ 
Name, as pastors of 
local churches, … we 

can’t let that happen.”
Floyd urged attendees to 

refuse to be silenced and to 
“stand and speak at the right 
time, at the right place.”

Floyd said that “the solu-
tion to America’s crisis” is 
for Christians to “(1) seek the 
Lord, (2) reach the lost and (3) 
engage the culture.”

Speaking from Colossians 
4:2-6, Floyd said that it is im-
portant to understand that 
seeking the Lord, reaching the 
lost and engaging the culture 
cannot be mutually exclusive. 
He said each serves as 
one aspect of the bibli-
cal solution to Ameri-
ca’s crisis.

“Paul was some-
thing that we need to 
be. Paul was vigilant, 
and he was fearless. … 
We need to be vigilant 
in the battle, and we 
need to be fearless,” 
said Floyd. “The worst thing 
that could ever happen to a 
preacher is to begin to fear 
men. … Usually, when you fear 
men, it shows that you don’t 
fear God enough.”

Floyd said that while prayer 
may move God at times, more 
often “prayer moves the heart 
of man toward God.”

“The greatest need of the 
Church in America today is 
the revival of the Church,” 
said Floyd. “We need the man-
ifested presence of God in the 
church house. … As America 
goes, so goes the Church. So 
if you look at where America 
is going, it tells you something 
about the Church.”

Floyd urged those in at-
tendance to stop blaming the 
culture and politicians and 
begin to repent, pray and fast. 
He said there is never a “great 
movement of God” that is not 
preceded by prayer.

“My hope is in far greater 
power than the systems of 
America. My hope is in the 

King of kings and the Lord of 
lords,” said Floyd.

Floyd said Christians need 
to understand that lost people 
are going to act lost and that 
believers must get the gospel 

to them.
“We’ve got way too 

many pussyfooting 
preachers that don’t 
do urgency. We need 
to be urgent. These 
are urgent days,” said 
Floyd. “Preachers, 
light your pulpit up 
this Sunday. And I 
don’t mean ‘make it 

light.’ We’ve got enough ‘light’ 
preaching.”

“If we want to see awaken-
ing, we’ve got to reach lost peo-
ple,” said Floyd. “I submit to 
you today that we need to be-
come an adventurous Church, 
… praying desperately, evange-
lizing endlessly and influenc-
ing America seasonally.”

Robert Smith
Smith thanked the minis-

ters and ministers’ wives for 
allowing him to “come back 
home.”

“It is for me a family re-
union. … We are going to 
spend eternity to-
gether. So this is once 
again a dress rehearsal 
for eternity,” said 
Smith.

Smith spoke from 
Genesis 22:1-2.

“I want to talk 
about living at the 
intersection of his-
tory and destiny,” said 
Smith.

“How do you follow a God 
who no longer provides you a 
hunch and who has reduced 
His voice to a hush?” he asked.

Smith said that 15 years 
ago he and his wife, Wanda, 
were in New York City for 
an event hosted by the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion. Smith said they walked 
through the city exploring and 
taking photos as tourists.

“The residents never looked 
up. They never stopped their 
gait because they had all seen 
it before. I think when it 
comes to Scripture, we have to 
become more residents than 

tourists,” said Smith.
Smith said that the biggest 

obstacle for most Christians 
in learning about the Bible is 
what they already know about 
the Bible.

“God wants to say some-
thing new to us from a familiar 
text,” said Smith.

Smith spoke about the story 
of Abraham and Isaac. He said 
that God tested Abraham’s 
faith because “if faith isn’t 
tested, it isn’t really faith.”

Smith said that God can 
make Christians overcomers 
but that “until we are able to 
give up what has been given to 
us, we will not be able to grasp 
the One who has given to us.”

Smith spoke about how his 
son was murdered and how 
over the past few years he had 
begun building a relationship 
with his killer. Smith said that 
he had forgiven the man and 
plans to go visit him in person 
and share Christ with him.

“Forgiveness is not difficult. 
It is just impossible without 
God. … Unforgiveness is like 
drinking poison and hoping 
someone else will die,” said 
Smith.

Smith said that God wants 
Christians to worship 
before He works but 
that Christians want 
God to work before 
they worship. He said 
that the Father knew 
Christ would have 
to die before Adam 
sinned.

“Abraham had to 
know that he loved 

God more than anything from 
experience. God already knew 
it,” said Smith. “God is not 
logical. God is superlogical.”

“Calvary is not plan B. Cal-
vary is plan A,” he said.

Kevin Hamm
Activating the power and 

presence of Jesus was the topic 
Hamm’s message.

“The church of God is try-
ing to do the work of God 
without the power of God 
and the presence of God and 
the blessing of God and the 
favor of God,” said Hamm. 

ABSC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

See GROWTH page 8
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“We need a revival, an awak-
ening. We need a God 
-movement.” 

He spoke from Luke 7, 
which tells the story of a 
woman, who was known as 
a sinner, who came to Jesus 
uninvited and anointed Him 
with oil and washed His feet 
with her tears. 

Hamm used the passage to 
note three keys to activating 
Christ’s power and presence: 
(1) Christians should be des-
perate for Jesus, (2) Christians 
should ignore criticism and (3) 
Christians should wor-
ship with passion.

“We’ve got to get 
desperate,” Hamm 
said. “We can’t just 
run to church and 
sing a few ditties and 
preach a sermonette 
and call it church and 
go home, friends. I’m 
telling you – life is too brief, 
hell is too hot and people are 
too lost.”

Hamm noted that wor-
ship is about giving, not re-
ceiving, and that the woman 
in Luke 7 gave both her oil 
and her hair without asking 
for anything. Jesus’ response  
was forgiveness.

continued from page 7
GROWTH Fred Luter

What do you do when you 
don’t know what to do?

This is the question Luter 
addressed during his first mes-
sage.

Luter spoke from Matthew 
26:36-46, using Jesus’ time in 
the Garden of Gethsemane as 
an example of how to handle 
confusing decisions.

He encouraged attendees 
to notice several things in the 
text: the sorrow of Jesus, the  
solitude of Jesus, the submis-
sion of Jesus and the strength 
of Jesus.

He noted that making de-
cisions is important because 
one’s choices lead to conse-
quences and results that can 

be either good or bad. 
“If you’re in a dilem-

ma, … learn a lesson 
from Jesus Christ and 
go to God in prayer,” 
Luter concluded. 

In Luter’s second 
message, he spoke 
from Romans 7:15-25, 
addressing the ques-

tion, Why is it difficult to do 
what God calls us to do?

He summed up the answer 
in two words – “spiritual war-
fare.”

Luter likened spiritual war-
fare to the Super Bowl, calling 
spiritual warfare the “Super 
Bowl for the soul.”

He spoke about how to 

prepare for the battle, en-
couraging listeners to note  
four things.

First, he told attendees to 
notice the key players in the 
battle – the flesh versus the 
Spirit. Second, he highlighted 
the key plays Christians are 
expected to “run” – 
the devil’s expectation 
for Christians to live 
based on the world’s 
ways versus God’s ex-
pectation for them to 
live according to His 
Word. Third, Luter 
highlighted the prayers 
that are prayed in the 
battle, noting sometimes all a 
person can do is call on the 
name of the Lord. Fourth, he 
encouraged attendees to take 
note of the Person – Jesus – 
in the battle alongside Chris-
tians.

“The reason we can win this 
battle is because of the Jesus 
Christ that’s in you, because 
of the person of Christ that’s 
in you, because of the power of 
the Holy Spirit that’s in you,” 
Luter said.

“We never know who’s 
going to win the Super Bowl,” 
he concluded. “(But) I have no 
doubt in my mind who’s going 
to win the spiritual Super Bowl 
… because the Bible says we 
win because of the person of 
Jesus with us. … In the Name 
of Jesus, we have the victory.”

Jim Putman
Putman shared how he grew 

up as a pastor’s kid, fell away 
from God, came back and 
grew a discipleship-centered 
church of 8,000 in a small city 
in the rural West.

Putman told those in at-
tendance that when 
he was growing up, 
both his parents were 
devout Christians. His 
father served as a pas-
tor of multiple church-
es, and his mother 
worked full-time in 
order to help the fam-
ily make ends meet.

Putman said that 
it was his father’s passion for 
sharing the gospel that led 
him to neglect his own fam-
ily’s privacy. Putman said the 
lack of boundaries in regard to 
his father’s ministry allowed 

“the devil to sneak in the back 
door.”

Putman said he began im-
mersing himself in team sports 
as a way to compensate for 
the shame and guilt he felt, 
eventually becoming an All-
American wrestler in college. 
However, he said, at the same 
time that he was excelling in 
wrestling, he was also becom-
ing more and more caught up 
in alcohol and drug abuse and 
addiction.

At the same time, Putman 
said he was also undergoing an 
immense time of personal ex-
ploration in regard to his faith. 
Following the challenges of 
college professors, he took on 
a secular worldview, which he 
said made his problems worse.

After a long period of time 
searching through the teach-
ings of many world religions 

Luter

Putman

ABSC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

SOLUTION TO CRISIS – Ronnie Floyd, senior pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas and president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, gave the first message of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention State Conference on Evangelism and 
Church Health Jan. 25. Floyd’s message revolved around what he called the solution to  “America’s crisis” – seek the Lord, 
reach the lost and engage the culture. View more photos at arkansasbaptist.org/photos. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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and the constant support of 
his father, Putman eventually 
accepted Christ.

After becoming a believer, 
Putman began looking 
at his faith through the 
lens of his teaching 
and competitive team 
sport background. 
At first, he saw the 
Church as a losing 
team that should be 
winning. Putman 
eventually came to the 
conclusion that the reason the 
Church was “losing” was be-
cause individuals were trying 
to build “their church” not 
Christ’s church.

Putman said he eventually 
developed a church strategy 
based wholly around disciple-
ship, a strategy that he used in 
starting Real Life Ministries 
and that the church continues 

to use to this day.
Putman said that churches 

must (1) “use His (God’s) Play-
book,” the Bible, and (2) make 

church about His mis-
sion. Putman empha-
sized the importance 
of churches seeing dis-
cipleship as central to 
their mission.

“If all coaches 
taught like most pas-
tors, teams would lose 
and all players would 

be prepared for is being spec-
tators and fans,” said Putman. 
“Most pastors are not engaged 
with their people, unlike Jesus, 
who was with His people.”

“Jesus modeled servant-
hood and love, and He told 
them to do what He did for 
them to others,” said Put-
man. “Every disciple has  
to make disciples.”

Vance Pitman
Pitman shared the story of a 

man who began a daily prayer 
meeting for business people in 
1857. 

What began with a handful 
of people praying for revival 
in New York City on Sept. 23, 
1857, turned into an estimated 
1 million-plus people accept-
ing Christ within the next 18 
months during what is now 
known as the Fulton Street 
Revival.

“It’s been 157 years since 
we’ve seen a sweeping move of 
God across our nation that is 
undeniably a great awakening. 
… I’m hungry to see God move 
like that again,” Pitman said.

Pitman read from Acts 1, 
noting characteristics of the 
early Christians.

“We cannot manufacture a 
move of God, but here’s what 
we can do: We can discern 
from the pages of God’s Word 
some characteristics that we 
can embrace in our lives that, 
should the Spirit of God in 
His sovereignty choose to blow 
among us, that our sails are up 
and we are ready for God to 
move,” Pitman said.

He noted that early believ-
ers in Acts were marked by 
an attitude of desperation for 
God and a passion for Him to 
move, and in addition, they 
acted in desperation by going  
to God in prayer. 

“God in His sovereignty has 

chosen to limit His activity to 
the prayers of His people,” Pit-
man said. “I’m not saying God 
needs us. God doesn’t need 
us. But God, in His sovereign 
will, has chosen to move in 
response to the prayers of His 
people, and therein is why I 
think in our North American 
context we’re not seeing God 
show up.” 

“It’s time for us to stop talk-
ing about prayer, to stop teach-
ing about prayer, to stop plan-
ning prayer and just pray,” he 
added. “It’s time that 
we get on our face be-
fore God and grab a 
hold of the horns of 
the altar and don’t let 
go until God shows up 
like He did 157 years 
ago, like He did in the 
First Great Awakening, 
like He did in the Book 
of Acts, because listen 
to me, the same God that was 
sitting on the throne in Acts 1 
is the same God that is sitting 
on the throne today and that 
God is at work in this world 
and He’s invited us to get in 
on it and the way we do that 
is by getting on our face before 

God in desperate prayer.”

Ministers’ Wives Fellowship
Dozens of women gathered 

to fellowship and hear from 
Jeana Floyd, wife of Arkansas 
Pastor and Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) President 
Ronnie Floyd, during the 
Ministers’ Wives Fellowship 
luncheon following the 2016 
evangelism conference.

Floyd shared from her book 
“10 Things Every Minister’s 
Wife Needs to Know,” encour-

aging women in the 
role of supporting and 
loving their husbands. 
She exhorted women 
to love their husbands 
and let them be the 
leaders. She ended 
by leading women in 
prayer.

After sharing a 
meal, attendees heard 

from a panel of women, in-
cluding Floyd, on topics such 
as what to do when one dis-
agrees with how her husband 
handles a situation at church 
and how to deal with a situa-
tion where one’s husband isn’t 
living a godly life.

Pitman

Floyd

Recordings of sermons from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention State 
Conference on Evangelism and Church Health are available for purchase 
through MasterSound Media. MasterSound may be contacted at 505-250-
6542 or by visiting mastersoundmedia.com.
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Sermon recordings available



February 11, 201610 

Lead/Defend Conf. debunks today’s cultural narrative
LITTLE ROCK – When it 
comes to fulfilling sexual urges 
in unbiblical ways – such as by 
practicing homosexuality and 
viewing pornography – current 
culture has moved past toler-
ance to celebration, said Ricky 
Chelette, executive director 
of Living Hope Ministries in 
Arlington, Texas. “We have 
bought the cultural narrative 
that ‘I have to be embracing 
it.’” 

Chelette will be a main 
speaker at the Lead/Defend 
Conference, which will be 
held at Geyer Springs First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Feb. 27. 
The conference targets college 
and high school students. 

“I want them to walk away 

understanding why they feel 
the sexual urges and desires 
they do,” Chelette said. “I 
want them to have a deeper 
understanding and more com-
passion for those who feel 
differently than they do and 
to have an understanding of 
God’s Truth related to sexual-
ity – to see the beauty of that 
design.”  

For 10 years, Chelette has 
been sharing biblical Truth 
about sexuality at Living Hope, 
the largest ministry of its kind 
in the world. The ministry has 
8,472 members in 165-170 
countries. Last month, Liv-
ing Hope provided more than 
20,000 people confidential, 
free online support.

“We’re not pronouncing 

judgment,” Chelette said. 
“We are here for those who 
do not want conflict between 
faith and feelings. We provide 
an alternative to the cultural 
voice of, ‘You feel this so you 
are this.’” 

Warren Gasaway, youth 
ministry strategist on the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) evangelism and 
church health team, will also 
lead sessions. Gasaway said he 
will contrast two biblical lead-
ers based on 1 Samuel 14.  He 
will note differences between 
Jonathan and King Saul, Jona-
than being a titleless, unlikely 
but strong leader and King 
Saul being his indecisive, 
weak, passionless but titled 
father. 

from one part of their spiritual 
journey to the next. Primary 
topics will be leadership, en-
gaging culture in defense of 
the gospel and being missional 
in life transitions.

“There is no greater need 
in the lives of our high school 
and college students than to be 
able to defend their faith and 
use their faithful influence in 
the lives of their peers,” said 
Lynn Loyd, missions consul-
tant for the ABSC college and 
young leaders team. 

Worship at the conference 
will be led by We the Union. 
The conference is sponsored 
by the ABSC college and 
young leaders team.

For more information or to 
register, visit cylarkansas.com.

“Saul represents those in 
our generation who (only) 
have a position,” said Gasaway. 
“Unfortunately, in our society 
today, we have people who are 
hungry for position but who 
lack a passion that drives. Posi-
tion is not leadership.” 

Like Jonathan, he said, mil-
lennials don’t need the posi-
tion and title; they just need 
their lives to matter.

Gasaway said he hopes the 
students who come to the 
conference “will be better 
equipped to inspire faith in 
those that are watching.”

Several main sessions and 
breakout sessions will take 
place during the course of the 
day for the purpose of helping 
students effectively transition 

Former Glorieta homeowners get legal aid
LITTLE ROCK – Kirk and 
Susie Tompkins, of Little 
Rock, who unsuccessfully 
sued to stop the sale of Glo-
rieta Conference Center, now 
have a lawyer to assist with 
their appeal. A federal appeals 
court has appointed a pro 
bono attorney to represent the 
couple challenging LifeWay 
Christian Resource’s 2013 sale 
of Glorieta Conference Cen-
ter near Santa Fe, N.M., ac-
cording to a report by Baptist  
News Global.

Judge Carlos Lucero took it 
upon himself to choose an at-
torney to represent the Tomp-

kins in their appeal of a dis-
missed lawsuit in the 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The couple, owners of one 
of 65 homes built on lots 
leased on a year-to-year basis 
from Glorieta that the new 
owners opted to discontinue, 
filed a lawsuit in September 
2013 attempting to block the 
property sale and seeking dam-
ages totaling $12.4 million, the 
news service said.

Last March a federal judge 
dismissed the lawsuit, finding 
that the couple representing 
themselves without an attor-
ney failed to assert any legal 

claims and did not have legal 
standing to sue, Baptist News 
Global reported.

In a Jan. 28 order, Judge Lu-
cero determined the appoint-
ment of counsel “would aid 
the court in its consideration 
and disposition” of the appeal. 
The judge named Houston at-
torney Seth Kretzer to file legal 
papers without cost to the cou-
ple.

Racial Reconciliation Sunday
SUNDAY, Feb. 14 has been 
designated as Racial Reconcili-
ation Sunday in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. February 
is Black History Month.

The Southern Baptist Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty 

Commission (ERLC) encour-
ages Christians on this day “to 
place any thoughts of racial or 
ethnic prejudice at the foot of 
the cross.”

See RACE page 14
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cent, and Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio with 23 percent.

Huckabee conceded defeat 
about 9:20 p.m., Feb. 1, in a 
tweet to followers, saying: “I 
am officially suspending my 
campaign. Thank you for all 
your loyal support.”

Huckabee told about 
100 supporters in West Des 
Moines, Iowa, "Folks, let me 
tell you, it didn't turn out like 
we wanted it tonight," and 
added that he was "absolutely 
grateful" for the support he re-
ceived, according to the Arkan-

sas Democrat-Gazette.
After expressing his thanks, 

he informed the crowd that he 
was dropping out of the race.

"As we come here tonight, 
it's time to officially suspend 
the campaign, but not because 
of the votes. It's because of 
illness," he said with a smile. 
"Obviously, the voters are sick 
of me, and I need to with-
draw," the Democrat-Gazette 

reported.

‘Risen’ tells of Crucifixion from soldier’s eyes
NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (BP) – 
"Risen," a new movie distrib-
uted by Affirm Films, tells the 
story of Jesus' crucifixion and 
resurrection from the perspec-
tive of a fictional unbelieving 
soldier whose investigation of 
the mystery leads to a personal 
encounter with Jesus.

Opening in wide release 
weeks before Easter, the film is 
promoted as both a picture of 
faith and a mystery designed 
to draw believers and nonbe-
lievers.

Johnny Hunt, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Wood-
stock, Ga., and former presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is among the 
film's endorsers, calling the 

production "a must-see for pas-
tors and their congregations."

“‘Risen’ is intriguing in 
that we all wonder what the 
response of the religious estab-
lishment of Jesus' day would 
have been after His death 
and resurrection,” Hunt said. 
“‘Risen’ being fiction simply 
imagines what might have 
been.”

The lead character Clavius 
is a fictional Roman military 
tribune, but the film includes 
biblical characters including 
Jesus, the disciples, Mary Mag-
dalene and Pontius Pilate, and 
strives to achieve historical ac-
curacy, movie promoters said.

"For me, ‘Risen’ stands out 
because it's a quite conserva-

tive rendering of the gospel 
that accepts the extraordinary 
Word as written," said lead 
actor Joseph Fiennes, who won 
a People's Choice Award and 
other accolades for his leading 
role in 1998's Academy Award 
winner "Shakespeare in Love." 
"I love that this film embraces 
the mystery of Christ through 
an original lens."

Producer Mickey Liddell 
and Director Kevin Reynolds 
said they worked to remain 
true enough to Scripture to 
please the faith community, 
but dramatic enough to enter-
tain unbelievers.

"We don't really want to tell 
anyone what they should be-
lieve," Reynolds said. "People 
can use this film as a vehicle to 
examine their own spirituality, 
or just enjoy the story purely 
from a cinematic standpoint."

Josh Griffin, high school 
pastor at Saddleback Church 
and founder of DownloadY-
outhMinistry.com, said the 
film is suitable for teenagers 
and adults “and will encourage 
everyone to look at their own 
faith and relationship with the 
risen Christ!”

Ted Baehr, founder and 
publisher of Movieguide and 
chairman of the Christian 
Film & Television Commis-

sion, calls ‘Risen’ “a powerful, 
poignant, and entertaining 
movie revealing the impact of 
the greatest event in history.”

The PG-13 movie opens 
Feb. 19 and will be accompa-
nied by ministry resources in-
cluding a church kit; customiz-
able sermon outlines; outreach 

resources such as postcards, 
door hangers and bulletin in-
serts, and a novel from Betha-
ny House Publishers.

Affirm Films, a division of 
Sony Pictures, has distributed 
top faith-based films including 
the Kendrick Brothers' "War 
Room" and "Courageous." 

Huckabee ends bid for president after Iowa loss
WEST DES MOINES, Iowa 
– After sweeping to victory 
in the state eight years ago, 
former Arkansas Gov. Mike 
Huckabee suspended his pres-
idential campaign late Feb. 1 
after receiving only 2 percent 
of the vote in the Iowa Repub-
lican caucuses.

Huckabee is a former Ar-
kansas Baptist pastor who 
once served as president of the 

Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention.

Media reports said Hucka-
bee's 2016 campaign was de-
railed by Iowans who opted 
for newer, better-funded can-
didates.

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz won 
the Iowa Republican caucuses 
with 28 percent of the vote, 
beating businessman Donald 
Trump, who received 24 per-

CHRISTIAN ENTERTAINMENT
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Obituaries
Wanda Jean Norred, 85, 

of Piggott, died 
Jan. 2. She was a 
member of First 
Baptist Church 
of Piggott for 
more than 65 
years, where 
she served as 
church librar-

ian for 40 years. She was the 
tax collection secretary for the 
St. Francis Drainage District 
for 35 years until she retired. 
She is survived by a son, a 
daughter, three grandsons and 
seven great-grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Kenneth Norred, a 
brother, a sister and a grand-
daughter. A memorial ser-
vice was held at First Baptist 
Church on Jan. 5.

Church life
Immanuel Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, will host its 2016 
Wild Game Dinner at 6 p.m. 
March 1, with guest speaker 
Grant Woods, wildlife biolo-
gist, avid hunter and host of 
GrowingDeer.tv. For more in-
formation, contact the church 
at 501-376-4791 or Rick Jaggars 
at 501-396-3303.

First Baptist Church, Sher-
wood, will hold a retirement 
celebration for Norma Strait 
Jennings Feb. 28 at 3 p.m. in 
the church sanctuary, followed 
by a reception in the fellow-
ship hall. She has served as 
church and pastor’s secretary 
for 50 years. All are invited.

On the move
Pat Walston is serving as 

pastor of Palestine Baptist 
Church in Quitman.

John Wofford is serving 
as pastor of Armorel Baptist 
Church, Armorel. 

John Pollard is serving as 
pastor of Pitts Baptist Church, 
Cash.

Milburn Teasley is serving 
as pastor of Clear Springs Bap-
tist Church, Blackrock. 

Jason Sisemore is serving as 
pastor of Spring Valley Baptist 
Church, Springdale. 

Seth Tucker is serving as 
student pastor/associate pas-
tor at First Baptist Church, 
Huntsville.

Eric Howerton is serving 

as pastor of Black Oak Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville.

Rodney Rogers is serving as 
pastor of Philadelphia Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro. 

Aaron Leggett is serving as 
pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Batesville.

Danny Kelly is serving as 
pastor of Westside Baptist 
Church, Warren. 

Ark. Baptist News accepts 
scholarship applications
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-

sas Baptist News (ABN) is now 
accepting applications for its 
annual scholarship program, 
which is designed to encour-
age students to pursue a career 
in Christian communications.

The scholar-
ship is primar-
ily being made 
available to 
students from 
Williams Bap-
tist College 
and Ouachita 
Baptist Univer-
sity. Both schools have agreed 
to provide matching funds for 
a scholarship to be awarded at 
each of the schools.

“Whether they plan to serve 
in vocational ministry or in the 
secular workplace, scholarship 

applicants should have a pas-
sion for Christ and for using 
their communication skills to 
further His cause,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor. “The 
ABN staff sees great value in 
communications and the role 

it plays in fur-
thering the gos-
pel and promot-
ing God’s work. 
It is our desire 
to encourage 
students to pur-
sue these goals 
through careers 

in journalism, advertising or 
public relations.”

The scholarship is being ad-
ministered through the Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation. For 
more information, visit abf.org 
and click on “Scholarships.”

Jones retires
LITTLE ROCK – Pat Jones 
has retired from the Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Min-
istries after 20 years as fi-
nancial administrator and 
is continuing to work part-
time with the organization.

Family program launches on 99.5 radio  
HOLLAND – Soaring 
Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch (SWR) has launched 
a prime-time radio program 
in central Arkansas during 
the evening drive, tackling 
difficult topics and offering 
biblical advice for raising 
families. 

“This is for all families –
biological, adoptive, foster, 
single-parent homes,” said 
founder and Executive Direc-
tor Andrew Watson. “There 
are unique challenges each 
of these deals with daily. 

“We want to offer a 
chance for families to feel 
connected to others who 
might be experiencing simi-
lar things. They should know 
that they are not alone in the 
troubles that arise in family 
life.”

“Foundations: Raising 
Godly Families from the 
Ground Up” airs at 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday on 
Faith Talk 99.5 KDIS-FM.

Co-hosted by Watson and 
Colby Crow, pastor of stu-
dents and families at Con-
way’s First Baptist Church, 
the program will focus on 
solutions to obstacles facing 
modern families who strive 
to live according to biblical 
principles.

Crow said he hopes to 
give families practical ways to 
talk about their faith every 
day.

“We have the desire to 
equip families to be the pri-
mary spiritual influence in 
the lives of their children,” 
he said.

 Talks of creating the show 

began in October 2015 when 
Watson approached the op-
erations manager of Faith 
Talk 99.5 with the goal of in-
creasing awareness of SWR, 
a faith-based nonprofit orga-
nization offering long-term 
foster care in a stable, loving, 
Christ-centered family envi-
ronment. 

Faith Talk Operations 
Manager Steve Marston said 
there has long been a need 
for an “anchor” program 
that serves central Arkansas 
amid the national ministries 
broadcast through the sta-
tion. 

“’Foundations’ is the per-
fect program to speak to the 
needs of families here in cen-
tral Arkansas. It’s really an 
answer to prayer.” Marston 
said.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Second Baptist of Siloam Springs seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor. Send re-
sumes to P.O. Box 1289, Siloam Springs, AR 
72761 or  efelchle@gmail.com.

Bee Branch Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational or full-time 
pastor. Please send resumes to Pas-
tor Search Committee, P.O. Box 177, Bee 
Branch, AR 72013 or email BeeBranchBap-
tistChurch@outlook.com. 

Crosspoint Baptist Church in Greenbrier 
is seeking a full-time lead pastor. Re-
sumes may be sent to the pastor search 
committee, in care of Pam Dunavant, 
administrative assistant, at P.O. Box 153, 
Greenbrier, AR 72058. For your conve-
nience, resumes may also be emailed to 
pam@crosspointlife.com. All resumes 
should be in to the church office by March 
1, 2016.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-
ryville, is seeking a full-time pastor.  
Please send resumes to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, AR 
72616 or shbc@shbc.arcoxmail.com.  Web-
site: http://myshbc.net.  

FBC, Mountain View, seeking energetic 
and experienced full-time senior pas-
tor. Located in the foothills of the Ozarks, 
Mountain View is near White River with ex-
cellent schools and hospital. Send resume 
to Pastor Search Team, FBC, P.O. Box 27, 
Mountain View, AR 72560 or email fbcmv@
mvtel.net by April 1, 2016.  

Conservative, King James, pastor 
needed. First Baptist, 10923 Heber Springs 
Road N., Concord, AR 72550.  

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, c/o Vona 
McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, Horatio, 
AR 71842. 

Rock Springs Baptist Church in Jessieville 

is in search of a bi-vocational pastor. 
Send resume to 1026 Rock Springs Road, 
Jessieville, AR 71949. 

Brush Creek Baptist Church is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
1385 Brush Creek Road, Springdale, AR 
72762 or email to grpettus@yahoo.com.  

Keo Baptist Church, a small church, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Housing 
available. Send resumes to Keo Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 87, Keo, AR 72083. 

Due to resignation, New Hope Baptist 
Church of Pollard is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 80, Pollard, AR 72456.

Dermott Baptist Church is petitioning 
the Lord to send us a bi-vocational or 
a full-time pastor.  Please respond to 
Dermott Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, Kim Ellington, Chairman, P.O. 
Box 334, Dermott, AR 71638 or email to 
ellingtonkim@yahoo.com. 

Shilo Baptist Church (SBC), Rover, 
Mo., 17 miles east of West Plains, seek-
ing bi-vocational pastor. Worship 
attendance about 70, median age about 
35. Send resumes to Gary Barton, RR 1, 
Box 1038, Alton, MO 65506.

FBC, Oppelo, is seeking a full-time 
senior pastor. Send resumes to youth-
director@fbcoppelo.com  

Revised – Sylamore Baptist Church is 
a small church renewing their search for a 
full-time bi-vocational pastor. We 
are located just outside of Mountain View 
in a quiet and beautiful area and hope 
you will want to live here too. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, 
Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Selection Com-
mittee, FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 

71846 or fbsecretary@outlook.com.   
First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 

prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., 
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Victory Baptist, located in Backgate, is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth pastor. 
Send resumes to P.O. Box 151, Watson, AR, 
71674 or info@vbcbackgate.com. 

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time minister of music/worship. 
Experience and a bachelor’s degree in a 
music-related field are required, and semi-
nary training is preferred. Email resumes to 
linda@fbcsearcy.org or mail to FBC Searcy, 
Attn: Linda Stake, 105 S. Spring St., Searcy, 
AR  72143. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-
ryville, is seeking a full-time worship 
leader. Please send resumes to Personnel 
Committee, 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, 
AR 72616 or shbc@shbc@arcoxmail.com.  
Website: http//www.myshbc.net. 

Armorel Baptist Church is seeking a 
conservative music director (no rock 
and roll). The position is part-time. Send 
resume to P.O. Box 68, Armorel, AR 72310. 
You may also send it to Linda@Armorelbc.
com. 

First Baptist, Pineville, La., (Alexan-
dria area) seeks a full-time children’s 
minister. Submit resumes to sholloway@
fbcpineville.net.  

White River Baptist Association in north 
central Arkansas is prayerfully searching for 
a full-time associational mission-
ary. Resumes must be postmarked by Feb. 
16, 2016. Please send to Tammy Small,  
P.O. Box 2413, Mountain Home, AR 72653. 
Email tammy.small.1308@gmail.com.

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is seek-
ing a full-time student pastor. Those 
interested should send a resume to Bear Creek 
Springs Baptist Church, Attn: Senior Pastor, 
179 Devito Loop, Harrison, AR 72601. 

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a 
full-time student minister. College or 
seminary degree preferred. Send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, AR 72040.  

Soaring Wings Ranch (SWR), a non-
profit, Christ-centered children’s home, 
is seeking to hire a social worker for 
a full-time, salaried position. The 
ranch is located 15 minutes northeast of 
Conway on 195 beautiful acres. Minimum 
of a bachelor’s degree is required. Duties 
will include but are not limited to: outreach 
and communications to all referral sources. 
Evaluation of referrals and admission of 
SWR children. Keeping children’s files and 
working with state licensing. Close collabo-
ration with campus director and with house 
parents. Advisement for house parents on 
behavioral issues and needed services. Full 
job description at www.swranch.org/em-
ployment. Please send resumes to jessica@
soaringwingsranch.com or P.O. Box 1670, 
Conway, AR 72033.

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

For sale: Allen Organ, Renaissance 
Model #R-320. $18,000 or best offer. Please 
contact South Side Baptist Church, Fort Smith, 
at 479-782-5041 or southside@mynewroads.
com for information. 

Conservative pastor’s library. Sev-
eral hundreds of books. $500. 501-514-5662. 

A/V Projection and Sound. All Au-
dio-Visual Services Inc. for your A/V gear or 
installations. 25th year anniversary. 479-756-

0888. www.allavservices.com.
Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 

30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Place your classifi ed in the 
Arkansas Baptist News today! 

 arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Williams Baptist College seeks quali-
fied, part-time bus drivers.  Ap-
plicants must have a current commer-
cial driver’s license & driver’s training; 
ability to drive coach buses with air 
brakes and P endorsement, during 
the day and night;  clean driving re-
cord; up-to-date health card; high 
school diploma; experience interact-
ing with public, and pass a drug and 
alcohol blood test. Applicants must 
be supportive of the college’s religious 
affiliation and mission. More informa-
tion at www.williamsbaptistcollege.
com/employment. To apply, submit 
letter of interest, current resume 
and contact information via email to 
hr@wbcoll.edu.

Bus Drivers 
Needed

Rison Baptist Church loses 103-year-old member Vera Gray
RISON – A lot can happen 
over the course of a century, 
and as in Vera Gray’s case, a lot 
of service can take place.

Gray died Jan. 21, just a few 
months shy of her 104th birth-
day. But she left be-
hind a legacy of love 
and service.

Gray was born 
April 12, 1912, in 
the community of 
Kedron, near Rison, 
to William and Hila 
Jane Etter Edwards. 
She was one of three 
girls in a class of 16 
who graduated from Rison 
High School in 1933.

In addition to serving as a 
homemaker – in which she 
cared for her husband, chil-
dren and others who needed 

her love and care – Gray was 
an active member of Rison 
Baptist Church in Rison. In 
her younger years, she taught 
children in Training Union 
and Girls in Action under the 

auspices of Woman’s 
Missionary Union 
(WMU). She was also 
very active in WMU 
and served on various 
committees.

According to her 
obituary, she loved her 
church, her pastor and 
her Sunday school class 
and teacher. She loved 

each member and was always 
happy when new members 
joined. She also had a card 
ministry for many years.

Danny Allen, pastor of 
Rison Baptist, said that, 

in addition to serving as a 
homemaker, caring for those 
around her and teaching chil-
dren, Gray “labored in prayer 
for God to save souls and add 
them to our church, Rison 
Baptist, and continued to min-
ister to them through her card 
ministry.”

Upon her death, Gray left 
behind a number of family 
members, including a son, a 
daughter, two grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 60 years, Wil-
liam Vance Gray, a grandson, a 
sister and a brother, as well as 
her parents.

“She was an excellent exam-
ple of a woman with a gentle, 
quiet spirit, and is now enjoy-
ing the rewards of her faith-

ful, fruitful life on earth,” said 
Allen. “The Lord blessed her 
with a long life of 103 years.”

Allen officiated the funeral 

service for Gray, which was 
held Jan. 24 at Rison Baptist. 
She was buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Rison.

Gray

Visit the Arkansas Baptist News online at arkansasbaptist.org
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RACE

“We are not merely, fellow 
believers, we are brothers and 
sisters in Christ,” reads a bul-
letin distributed by the ERLC. 
“As Christians we are adopted 
into the family of God. Paul as-
sures us of our new bloodline 
when he writes: ‘The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then 
heirs — heirs of God and fel-
low heirs with Christ, provid-
ed we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified 
with him’” (Rom. 8:16-17).

Free downloadable Racial 
Reconciliation Sunday re-
sources for churches are avail-
able at erlc.org. 

Annie Armstrong offering approaches
THE ANNIE Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North 
American Missions and 
its corresponding Week of 
Prayer for North American 
Missions are right around 
the corner, with the official 
week of prayer scheduled for  
March 6-13. 

The 2016 national offer-
ing goal is $70 million, and 
its theme – “Here I am. Send 
Me.” – is based on Isaiah 6:8. 

Isaiah 6:8 says, “Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord say-
ing: Who should I send? Who 

will go for Us? I said: Here I 
am. Send me.”

Missionaries featured in 
the 2016 prayer guide include 
Zack and Autumn Randles in 
Washington, D.C.; Tony and 
Sara Silveira in Montreal, Que-
bec; Josh and Amy Carter in 
Portland, Ore., and Manny 
and Jennifer Sanchez in  
San Diego, Calif., among others.

Each of these missionaries 
is serving in one of the North 
American Mission Board’s 
Send Cities. Promotional ma-
terials encourage Southern 

Baptists to pray for the mis-
sionaries, noting that their 
“prayer support is vital to the 
ministry of these servants of 
the Lord.”

Churches should have al-
ready received Annie Arm-
strong promotional material, 
shipped by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.

For more information, visit 
anniearmstrong.com.

CP 6.07% ahead of projection
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Year-to-date contributions 
to Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) national and 
international missions and 
ministries received by the 
SBC Executive Commit-
tee are 6.07 percent above 
the year-to-date budgeted 
projection and 1.91 per-
cent above contributions 
received during the same 
time frame last year, accord-
ing to a news release from 
SBC Executive Committee 
President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Frank S. Page.

The total includes receipts 
from state conventions and 
fellowships, churches and 
individuals for distribution 
according to the 2015-16 
SBC Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budget.

As of Jan. 31, gifts re-
ceived by the Executive 
Committee for distribution 
through the Cooperative 
Program Allocation Bud-
get totaled $65,938,701.74, 
or 106.07 percent of the 
$62,166,666.67 year-to-date 
budgeted amount to support 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion ministries globally and 
across North America. The 
total is $1,236,665.97 more 
than the $64,702,035.77 
received through the end of 
January 2015.

The convention-adopted 
budget is distributed 50.41 
percent to international 
missions through the In-
ternational Mission Board 
(IMB); 22.79 percent to 
North American missions 
through the North Ameri-

can Mission Board; 22.16 
percent to theological edu-
cation; 2.99 percent to the 
SBC operating budget, and 
1.65 percent to the Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission.

According to the budget 
adopted by the SBC at its 
June 2015 annual meeting 
in Baltimore, if the conven-
tion exceeds its annual bud-
get goal of $186.5 million, 
the IMB’s share will go to 
51 percent of any overage in 
Cooperative Program alloca-
tion budget receipts. Other 
ministry entities of the 
SBC will receive their ad-
opted percentage amounts, 
and the SBC operating 
budget’s portion will be 
reduced to 2.4 percent of 
any overage.

Judge OKs tax breaks for ark park
WILLIAMSTOWN, Ky. – A 
federal judge has ruled that 
Kentucky officials were wrong 
to deny tax incentives worth 
$18 million to a Christian 
ministry building a theme 
park featuring a life-sized repli-
ca of Noah’s Ark, Baptist News 
Global reported.

U.S. District Judge Gregory 
Van Tatenhove ruled Jan. 25 
that state officials could not 
deny sales tax rebates for tour-
ist attractions – in the past 
granted for projects like Ken-
tucky Kingdom theme park in 
Louisville and a visitors cen-
ters at bourbon distilleries – 

to Answers in Genesis simply 
because of its religious affilia-
tion.

Modern-day construction 
crews are expected to finish in 
about a year what it took Noah 
a century to do, with the ark 
expected to open on July 7, 
2016, Baptist Press reported.

SKIT GUYS CREATE LAUGHS – The Skit Guys, a Christian comedy duo made up of 
best friends Tommy Woodward and Eddie James, performed between messages at the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Conference on Evangelism and Church Health Jan. 
25-26 at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock. For more photos of the event, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org/photos. 
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Julie Beavers
Pine Bluff

Have you ever asked God for a sign?
Just the other day, my Sunday 

school teacher and I were emailing, 
and I mentioned to her that I need-
ed a sign from the Lord. It seemed 
many things in my life were in limbo. 
I didn’t know how 
things would fall 
into place, and a 
sign from the Lord 
was a much easier 
way to know than 
being patient and 
waiting on His tim-
ing. Sadly, this isn’t 
the only time I’ve asked 
for a sign instead of learn-
ing what God wants for 
me in His own timing.

Now, my request for a 
sign was different than 
the scribes and Pharisees’  
request in Matthew 12:38-
42. Jesus had been heal-
ing the sick and blind, 
driving out demons and 
changing peoples’ lives. 
The scribes and Pharisees 
were feeling threatened and needed to 
do what they could to discredit Jesus. 
This is why they asked for a sign.

Jesus was not going to play into 
their hands. Being Christ, He knew 
what they were doing; He knew their 
intentions. Jesus is not, then nor 
now, going to answer corrupt prayers. 

These men were not asking for a sign 
so that their belief in Him would be 
confirmed; they were causing trouble 
and wanting to be seen as important 
as they thought they were in their 
own minds.

People had 
heard the story of 
Jonah and the big 
fish. It wasn’t new 
to them, but the 
way Jesus used 
the true story, in 
Matthew 12:40, 
to compare it to 

His life was! The com-
parison that Jonah had 
been in the belly of the 
fish for three days and 
He, Jesus, would be bur-
ied for three days was the 
only sign He would give 
them.

In Matthew 12:41, He 
told them that even the 
people of Ninevah had 
repented after hearing Jo-
nah’s warning. He then 

reminded them of who He was. He is 
Someone greater than Jonah (Matt. 
12:41). Matthew 12:42 mentions the 
Queen of Sheba, who had traveled a 
great distance to visit Solomon and 
receive wisdom from Him. And Jesus 
is even greater than Solomon (Matt. 
12:42).

to the Lord. Jesus raised the bar and 
commanded His followers not to make 
oaths at all. Christians should simply be 
honest in their dealings. A simple “yes” 
binds the Christian to the truthfulness 
of a positive response, and a simple “no” 

binds the Christian 
to the truthfulness 
of a negative re-
sponse. Anything 
beyond this justi-
fies some level of 
dishonesty, which 
may be acceptable 
to unbelievers, but 

is incompatible with the 
Lord’s standard of righ-
teous living.

The Law also com-
manded that justice be 
meted out “an eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth” (Matt. 5:38). When 
a person experienced an 
unjust hurt, justice de-
manded that the offend-
er receive an equal hurt. 
Again, Jesus raised the bar 

and commanded His followers to return 
not evil for evil, or even justice for evil, 
but good for evil. Christians, who have 
experienced the forgiveness and gener-
osity of God, should be forgiving, gener-
ous people, returning good for evil and 
responding benevolently to meet a need 
that is within their means to meet. 

A few years ago, our church was 
doing door-to-door visits within our 
small town leading up to a revival we 
would be having. 

My husband and I knocked on many 
doors in a neighborhood over the 
course of a week-
end and got a very 
chilly response. 

We really want-
ed these people to 
be a part of our 
revival and our 
church, but they 
had no desire at 
all. By the end of the 
weekend, we were dis-
couraged.

The next weekend, 
Stephen suggested we try 
a totally different part of 
town. So we did. 

I was still discouraged 
from the previous week-
end and “knew” this 
neighborhood would be 
less interested than the 
other. 

Boy, was I wrong!
 These people were glad to see us 

and eager to hear what we had to say. 
It was as if new life had been breathed 
into me. People were interested in 
Jesus! The parable from Matthew 13:1-
13 came to mind. I was a little late on 
the thought though. Thankfully, my 

husband had realized the correlation 
of the weekend and the parable before 
I did.

In Matthew 13:3-7, Jesus tells us 
of many different kind of soils. Some 
are like the first neighborhood we 

visited, where the 
birds came and 
ate up the seed, 
with it never re-
ally reaching the 
hearts of the peo-
ple. Yet, some soil 
is like that of the 
second neighbor-

hood – good ground, 
producing a crop. Jesus 
spoke in a parable be-
cause, like many of the 
different soils, some 
people were not mature 
enough to understand 
the spiritual implication 
of what He needed to say 
(Matt. 13:10-13). True 
spiritual understanding 
is characterized by a will-
ing heart.

I was so discouraged after the first 
weekend of visits and would not have 
gone back out had I not realized the 
truth in this parable. 

The reason for a parable is to get a 
response from the hearer. I’m glad I 
heard and responded. 

Are you?

The phrase “defies expectations” is 
used to convey an experience that goes 
above and beyond what is anticipated. 
A run-down restaurant defies expecta-
tions when it serves exceptional food. 
A compact car defies expectations 
when it turns out 
to be quite roomy 
inside. An under-
dog team defies 
expectations when 
it has a Cinderella 
season and wins 
the champion-
ship.

In Matthew 5:43-48, 
Jesus calls His follow-
ers to defy expectations 
and do what no one 
else would naturally do: 
love their enemies. A 
run-down restaurant is 
expected to serve subpar 
cuisine, a compact car is 
expected to be cramped 
and an underdog team 
is expected to lose. Like-
wise, loving one’s family 
and friends is expected and hating 
one’s enemies is expected, yet Chris-
tians are called to love both. Extend-
ing love even to enemies is a distinct, 
Christ-like love that defies worldly 
expectations. 

Jesus said there is no reward in lov-
ing only those whom it is natural to 

love. Even the spiritually unaware and 
the most calloused of sinners show 
love to friends and family. The kind of 
love that God shows, however, is not 
natural to humans. God shows His 
mercy to the evil as well as the good. 

God extends bless-
ings to the unrigh-
teous as well as 
the righteous. For 
men and woman 
to extend this kind 
of love requires a 
work of the Holy 
Spirit  within 

them. 
As the Holy Spirit 

produces His fruit in the 
lives of believers, they are 
able to put Jesus’ com-
mand to love their en-
emies into action. Believ-
ers pray for their enemies; 
believers meet the needs 
of their enemies; believ-
ers seek the good of their 
enemies; believers do not 
seek revenge against their 

enemies; believers do not plot harm 
toward their enemies. This is chal-
lenging because it is unnatural; it goes 
against the grain of human nature. It 
is showing this kind of sacrificial love 
that God desires and this kind of love 
that stores up reward in heaven for be-
lievers. 

Daniel Johnson
Dover

What’s the sign?
MATTHEW 12:38-42

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Julie Beavers
Pine Bluff

When asked for advice from an aspir-
ing entertainer, comedian Steve Martin 
is said to have replied, “Be so good that 
they can’t ignore you.” 

He meant that those trying to break 
into show business should refine their 
skill and present 
their art with such 
quality that there is 
no option but that 
they be noticed 
and, therefore, 
then achieve the 
success they desire. 

In Matthew 
5:33-42, Jesus commands 
His followers to a radical 
level of discipleship. His 
commands are so antitheti-
cal to the natural response 
of men that, like a gifted 
entertainer stands distinct-
ly out from less talented 
aspirants, those who follow 
Jesus are distinctly differ-
ent from those who do not. 
Jesus confronts two specific 
circumstances all people 
are faced with: responding with honesty 
and responding to hurt. His premise to 
these situations is threefold: be honest 
in all things (Matt. 5:33-37), return good 
for evil (Matt. 5:38-41) and be generous 
(Matt. 5:42).

The Law commanded that people not 
make false vows, but fulfill their vows 

Distinct in my reactions
MATTHEW 5:33-42

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Access granted
MATTHEW 13:1-13

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Distinct in my love
MATTHEW 5:43-48

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
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