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World Hunger 
Day Oct. 14

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – On 
Oct. 14, Southern Baptists will 
observe World Hunger Sunday 
and congregations across the 
United States will receive offer-
ings for the Southern Baptist 
World Hunger Fund. 

Since its inception in 1974, 
Southern Baptists have given 
more than $235 million through 

Jillian Stewart (far left) and Hayden Stewart (third from left), both members of First Southern Baptist Church, Bryant, and Dustin Gitchell (fourth 
from left), member of Indian Springs Baptist Church, Bryant, join fellow Bryant High School students for the annual See You at the Pole event, a 
global day for student prayer. View a photo gallery at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

NAMB, state 
execs ‘unify’
GRAPEVINE, Texas (BP) – State 
Baptist convention and North 
American Mission Board (NAMB) 
leaders “have determined to move 
forward together in unity to impact 
the lostness of North America.”

The agreement was shared during 
the annual NAMB-sponsored state 
executive directors meeting Sept. 
13-14 in Grapevine, Texas.

Representatives of the state execu-
tive directors, led by David Hankins 
of Louisiana, met with NAMB Presi-
dent Kevin Ezell and other mission 
board executives as part of the two-
day gathering near Dallas.

The session follows the creation 
of a special study committee in Feb-
ruary during the Fellowship of State 
Executive Directors’ annual meeting 
in Scottsdale, Ariz. The study com-

Associational missionary pens devotion book
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTONVILLE – When one 
thinks of a social media user, it’s 
typically someone in their 20s or 
30s with a Mountain Dew in hand, 
surfing the web daily – not a grand-
father and great-grandfather. 

For Northwest Arkansas Bap-
tist Association Missionary R.E. 
Clark, 58, debut author and fa-
ther of eight children, 16 grand-
children and a great-grandchild, 
Facebook and blogging are a 
big part of life. In fact, he has 
been posting devotionals on-
line for more than three years. R.E. Clark

Clark says he joined Facebook 
shorty after his first wife, Kay, lost 
her battle with Lou Gehrig’s disease.

He posted devotions as a way to 
connect with the many people he 
ministers to, as well as use it as a tool 
to help with his own healing process. 

“Being an associational mission-
ary, I’m a member of a church, but 
I’m not really part of a church be-
cause I’m always in one of 71 church-
es,” Clark said. “No man can spread 
himself that thin and be a part of any 
of those congregations effectively. 
When my wife died, I knew people 
were thinking of me and praying 
for me, but I didn’t have the abil-
ity to have anyone to reach out to 

and that’s what started this process 
– me being able to use it (Facebook) 
as an instrument to reaching out.” 

After lots of encouragement from 
his second wife, Trudy, and a num-
ber of friends, Clark decided ear-
lier this year to start putting those 
posts into a book – but he said that 
it was tougher than he thought. 

“It wasn’t as simple as cutting and 
pasting three years worth of Face-
book posts because so many of them 
were just short snippets of thoughts,” 
said Clark. “But many of those posts 
became seeds that I used to go in and 
rewrite this book.”

‘Glasses in the Grass: Devotion for my friends’

Fla. judgment raises questions
Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED judgment 
against the Florida Baptist Conven-
tion has raised questions of liability 
and the potential long-term impact 
on the work of churches, associations 
and state conventions. 

While a jury found the Florida 
convention liable for sexual abuse 
of a minor committed by a church-
planting pastor May 17, it also agreed 
with the convention’s contention 

that the pastor was not its employee, 
the Florida Baptist Witness reported.

Subsequently, the Florida 
convention has filed two post-
trial motions seeking reversal 
of the verdict, which it says 
is “inconsistent” with past 
rulings and attempts to “cre-
ate new law” with the plain-
tiff seeking damages from 
a larger organization with 
greater resources, the Witness said. 
A hearing on the complaint sched-
uled Aug. 1 was cancelled with a 

new hearing date not set, said James 
A. Smith, editor of the Witness.

Ramifications of the ver-
dict in the Florida case are 
potentially far-reaching and 
could have an impact on 
local, state and national 
Southern Baptist ministries.

Rarely does a week go by 
when Dan Jordan, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 

(ABSC) director of business affairs, 

Jordan

See JUDGMENT page 3

See BOOK page 7

See HUNGER page 2

See NAMB page 2



2   October 4, 2012Top STorieS

CoLor pAGe

Lightning strikes FBC, Heber Springs
HEBER SPRINGS – Lightning 
struck the steeple of First Baptist 
Church, Heber Springs, Friday, 
Sept. 21 – resulting in fire and water 
damage to a portion of the build-
ing.

“Our custodian just happened 
to be standing outside and saw the 
lightning strike and immediately 
called the fire department,” said 
J.R. DeBusk, pastor.

As a result of the fire depart-
ment’s quick response, the fire was 
contained within the steeple area 
DeBusk said. However, he added 
that the church suffered some water 
damage to the worship area, the 
stairwell, classrooms and hallways 
as a result of the firefighters using 
water to put the fire out.

“We were not able to worship in 
the worship center on Sunday due 

to the water damage, but we were 
able to set up in the fellowship hall 
and worship there,” DeBusk said.

He said the church is working 
with a company to dry out the areas 
that suffered some water damage. 
In addition, the lighting strike 
damaged some computers on the 
church’s server.

“We are working on getting our 
computers up today (Sept. 24),” De-
Busk said. 

All in all, DeBusk said he is 
thankful that it was not worse.

“Because of the quick response 
and very minimal damage, in com-
parison to what might have hap-
pened had someone not have actu-
ally seen it when it happened, or if 
it had happened at night, we would 
have probably had a total loss,” he 
said.

Lighting struck Heber Springs First Baptist 
Church Sept. 21.

the fund. It doesn’t take a lot of 
money to make a difference for hun-
gry people in North America.

Following are some examples:
– $20 provides five children food 

for a week at the GUM Drop back-
pack ministry in southern Illinois.

– $50 will feed 250 homeless peo-
ple in New York City at soup kitch-
ens and sack lunch distributions.

– $60 will provide food for a fam-
ily for two weeks in the coal mining 
communities of Kentucky.

– $75 will feed 400 migrant work-
ers through the “Feeding Those 
Who Feed Us” hunger ministry in 
California.

– $100 will feed 500 meals to the 
homeless in Las Vegas.

According to statistics collected 
by the North American Mission 
Board (NAMB), hunger is a reality 
for more than 49 million Ameri-
cans. That’s one of every six Ameri-
cans and one in every four Ameri-
can children.

Only the Southern Baptist World 
Hunger Fund 
uses 100 percent 
of all contribu-
tions to feed 
hungry people. 
Personnel already 
are in place, sup-
ported by the 
Cooperative Program, so adminis-
trative and promotional costs are 
covered by other budgets.

Twenty cents of every dollar given 
to the hunger fund is sent to NAMB 
to support hunger projects in the 
United States and Canada.

Eighty cents of every dollar is sent 
to the International Mission Board 
for direct hunger ministry, as well as 
water well drilling, agricultural edu-
cation and water purification.

When Southern Baptists give 
food, they are there for the long 
haul, desiring to plant churches and 
make disciples for Jesus Christ. The 
goal is to build relationships with 

continued from page one

NAMB
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HuNger

people and eventually lead them to 
a relationship with Christ.

The good news of salvation 
through Christ is always founda-
tional. Whenever possible, the plan 
of salvation is shared and an oppor-
tunity to respond is given.

In emergency 
situations, food 
aid must be given. 
But when possible, 
hunger ministries 
are designed to cre-
ate independence 
from, rather than 

dependence on, food aid.
To give, designate an offering for 

the World Hunger Fund at a local 
Southern Baptist church or online 
at worldhungerfund.com.

Promote World Hunger 
Day with these resources

Churches and other groups want-
ing to engage the issue of world hun-
ger have a variety of resources avail-
able to them. World Hunger 101 is 
available for download at wmustore.
com. 

A variety of resources also can be 
found at worldhungerfund.com, the 

homepage for the Southern Baptist 
World Hunger Fund.

A particularly noteworthy item is 
World Hunger 101, a 2-hour church-
wide event that explores the issue of 
world hunger. 

The downloadable event pack 
from Woman’s Missionary Union 
includes suggestions about ways 
to introduce the topic and how to 
consolidate a full understanding of 
issues related to hunger. 

Each age-level session plan in-
cludes promotion ideas and hunger 
project ideas.

Among the free downloadable 
resources are the following:

– Bulletin inserts, the World 
Hunger Fund logo, mini poster ads, 
videos and a PowerPoint presenta-
tion.

– Soup can labels to create re-
ceptacles for World Hunger Fund 
donations. 

– A mini coloring book depict-
ing real people whose lives are being 
touched through Southern Baptist 
hunger ministries.

– A drama script that can be 
used to educate church groups on 
the Christian mandate to minister 
to the poor.

To give, designate an 
offering for the World 
Hunger Fund or online at 
worldhungerfund.com

mittee’s assignment: to evaluate 
relations and cooperation be-
tween state Baptist conventions 
and NAMB.

Apprehension and uncertain-
ty have marked the relationship 
between NAMB and a number 
of state conventions as the mis-
sion board has increased fund-
ing for its Send North America 
church planting and evangelism 
strategy prioritizing Southern 
Baptist missions efforts on those 
areas of North America with the 
greatest spiritual lostness and 
the smallest number of South-
ern Baptist churches. 

The shift has reduced joint 
funding for staffing for long-
standing missions and minis-
tries in the states.

The full text of the three-
paragraph statement by repre-
sentatives of the state executives 
and NAMB follows:

“On September 13, 2012, 
state executive directors met 
with North American Mission 
Board president Kevin Ezell. 
David Hankins, executive di-
rector of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention and chairman of 
the special study committee, 
presented a report that was en-
thusiastically received by the 
Execs. 

“The result is that the Con-
ventions and the North Ameri-
can Mission Board have deter-
mined to move forward together 
in unity to impact the lostness 
of North America.”

“It is our desire that all of us 
can join ranks around the task 
of evangelizing and congrega-
tionalizing North America,” 
said Hankins. “Southern Bap-
tists can have confidence in our 
united effort.”

“Ezell added, ‘We are excited 
to be moving forward together 
in unity for the sake of the king-
dom.”

Emil Turner, then-president 
of the fellowship, added at the 
time that “this study committee 
can help get beyond anecdotal 
reports about difficulties that 
new work conventions face and 
arrive at quantifiable conclu-
sions. The desire is to cooperate 
with NAMB in a way that helps 
strengthen new work conven-
tions.” 

New work conventions are 
those where Southern Baptist 
outreach is not as well-estab-
lished as conventions in the 
Bible Belt.

In addition to discussing the 
agreement during their Sept. 
13-14 meeting with NAMB 
leaders, the 33 state executives 
in attendance discussed plan-
ning related to the Send North 
America strategy for church 
planting and evangelism.
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Pastor compensation 
stays ahead of inflation
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – Com-
pensation for full-time Southern 
Baptist pastors increased at a rate 
slightly faster than inflation na-
tionally over the past two years, 
yet many churches continue to 
struggle in providing their pas-
tors with adequate medical in-
surance. These findings are part 
of the SBC Church Compensa-
tion Study, an in-depth survey of 
12,168 staff members in South-
ern Baptist churches. Baptist state 
conventions, along with LifeWay 
Research and GuideStone Finan-
cial Resources, conduct this sur-
vey every two years. All the data 
acquired by the study has been 
compiled into an online tool: Life-
Way.com/CompensationSurvey.

Hobby Lobby donates 
$2 million to Oklahoma
DAVIS, Okla. – Oklahoma City-
based Hobby Lobby has donated 
$2 million to the Baptist Gen-
eral Convention of Oklahoma 
(BGOC) for the purchase of an 
Assemblies of God youth camp 
near Davis, Okla. The convention, 
which operates Falls Creek Baptist 
Conference Center, home of the 
largest youth camp in the nation, 
will acquire the Newburn Center, 
a camp owned by the Assemblies 
of God. “This gift from Hobby 
Lobby and the Green Family is an 
answer to prayer,” said Anthony 
Jordan, BGCO executive direc-
tor. “We have sought the Lord’s 
leading as to how we can further 
expand our impact and reach in 
the Falls Creek area, and we are 
grateful beyond words for their 
generosity which makes that pos-
sible.”

LifeWay background 
program use increases
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – The 
number of churches signing up 
for LifeWay Christian Resources’ 
background check program in-
creased by 100 percent over the 
last year. Jennie Taylor of LifeWay  
said the dramatic increase “shows 
how serious churches and organi-
zations are about protecting their 
children, students, employees and 
congregations.” In 2008, LifeWay 
endorsed backgroundchecks.com, 
(www.LifeWay.com/background-
checks), to offer background 
screenings for churches and reli-
gious organizations. Subscribing 
through LifeWay enables churches 
and religious organizations to con-
duct background screenings. 

does not get a call from a pastor or 
staff member regarding an abuse 
issue in an Arkansas church.

“The threat of being held respon-
sible for another organization’s ac-
tions is always present, and most 
Baptist leaders do everything they 
can to maintain autonomy,” said 
Jordan, adding, “However, when a 
tragedy happens and the entity faces 
a civil court, there is usually a threat 
to the understanding about how 
Baptists work. Ascending liability is 
the issue.”

Jordan said judges and juries often 
misunderstand the way Baptists carry 
out their work, and “inherently seem 
to believe that all denominations are 
controlled by a central denomina-
tional office.”

Proper liability insurance should 
be in force at all times in the event of 
such action, he said.

“The potential impact on autono-
mous Baptist groups or churches can 
be devastating, financially, should a 
court rule that the organization be 
held liable,” said Jordan.

While the nature of a church is 
to reach the unreached, as with any 
other public institution, whenever 

continued from page one

JUDGMENT a church opens its doors, it invites 
risk.

“The local church is on the front-
line of the battle against our com-
mon enemy,” said Jordan, “and in-
herent, in trying to serve the public 
by preaching, teaching, serving and 
influencing children with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.”

The ABSC functions primarily in 
an advisory capacity, he said, furnish-
ing information to assist churches in 
making wise choices. The convention 
furnishes information to churches 
on topics such as “how to do back-
ground checks on workers, how to 
maintain a safe environment” and 
generally “how to prevent bad things 
from happening on the church’s 
watch.”

Jordan recommends that every 
church maintain a minimum of $1 
million in liability insurance, which 
includes sexual misconduct cover-
age.

“Some of the routine calls that 
come to the convention for assis-
tance relates to, ‘How do I respond 
to this situation?’” said Jordan, add-
ing, “When they contact us, our first 
question will be, ‘Have you notified 
your insurance company of the bad 
thing that has happened involving 
your church?’”

Jordan said that “timely notifica-
tion” of the insurance carrier is a 

“compulsory and mandatory part of 
all liability insurance contracts.”

“Not to notify an insurance car-
rier of a potential loss may allow the 
insurance company to avoid their re-
sponsibility to defend the church in 
court,” he said.

Emil Turner, ABSC executive di-
rector, said the convention advises 
church search committees to be very 
thorough when evaluating candi-
dates for pastorate and other staff 
positions, in addition to applying 
safeguards when carrying out their 
ministries.

“We always advise churches to 
conduct criminal background checks 
and to check sexual offender regis-
tries when employing anyone,” said 
Turner. “The ABSC does this with 
all its employees. Furthermore, we 
advise churches and associations to 
put guidelines in place that keep any 
adult from being alone with children 
at any time.”

Safeguards are extremely impor-
tant when church volunteers come 
in contact with children and youth.

“Churches can be as liable for 
the actions of their volunteers as 
they are for their employees,” said 
Turner. “Equal diligence should be 
demonstrated with both volunteers 
and employees.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas Hmong Baptist Church, Decatur, celebrated and dedicated its new building on Sept. 
9. There were 372 in attendance. This is the first Arkansas Hmong Baptist church to purchase 
its own building. Photo by Gary Fulton

Court upholds 
‘pot’ proposal
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas 
Supreme Court upheld a proposed 
ballot measure to legalize medical 
marijuana Sept. 27, the Associated 
Press reported.

The Arkansas Medical Marijuana 
Act (AMMA) was placed on the No-
vember ballot after a statewide peti-
tion gathered the required number 
of signatures from registered voters.

If voters approve the measure, it 
would make Arkansas the first state 
in the South to legalize medical mar-
ijuana.

Justices rejected a challenge by a 
coalition of conservative groups that 
had asked the court to block the pro-
posed initiated act from the Novem-
ber ballot or order the state to not 
count any votes cast on the issue, the 
Associated Press reported.

A lawsuit challenging the medi-
cal marijuana proposal on Arkansas’ 
November ballot was filed Aug. 31 
by the Coalition to Preserve Arkan-
sas Values (CPAV). 

The CPAV asked the court to re-
move the proposal from the ballot. 
The Arkansas Committee for Eth-
ics Policy, the companion organiza-
tion to the Arkansas Faith and Eth-
ics Council, is a member of CPAV 
along with Families First Action 
Committee, Family Council Action 
Committee and Arkansas Family 
Coalition.

While Arkansas is the first South-
ern state to put the medical marijua-

See COURT page 7
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O ver the past several months, 
I have heard a number of Ar-

kansas Baptists express displeasure 
with choices available for those 
running for public offices – includ-
ing the person who will occupy the 
White House the next four years.

One individual was so displeased 
he told me, “I just might not vote 
this year!”

The Arkansas Baptist News has 
a policy not to 
endorse candi-
dates for public 
office. However, 
when it comes to 
decisions made by 
followers of Jesus 
Christ the choice 
is really quite 
simple – vote for 
those who support your principles 
and your values.

If it were a perfect world, all can-
didates for office would be believers 
with deeply held convictions about 
how to best honor and glorify 
Christ through their elected office, 
but of course it isn’t.

So what is a believer to do as he 
or she makes a critical decision 
whether or not to vote for a particu-
lar candidate?

Get informed. Fortunately, there 
are a lot of good resources available 
to help Christians make informed 

Your vote does make a difference!

Subscribe to Arkansas Baptist News. Individuals 
send a $11 check to the address below for a year’s 
subscription. Churches take advantage of special 
rates: $7.75 per year (Every Resident Family Plan), 
$8.75 per year (Group Plan) by calling 800-838-
2272, ext. 5153, or in the Little Rock area, call 376-
4791, ext. 5153.

Submit news, features, photos or story ideas by 
phone, email, fax or regular mail. Call 800-838-2272, 
ext. 5153, or in the Little Rock area call 376-4791, 
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kansasbaptist.org or fax 501-372-4683. Mail stories 
or suggestions to the address below. The Arkansas 
Baptist News is not responsible for unsolicited manu-
scripts, articles or pictures and does not guarantee 
their use or return. Photos will be returned if accom-
panied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Send letters to the editor to tim@arkansasbap-
tist.org, to our fax number or mailing address. We 
prefer letters typed doublespaced, and they must 
be 300 words or less. Letters must be signed and 
marked “for publication.” 

Letters may be edited for style. A letters policy 
statement is available on request. Opinions ex-
pressed in letters are those of the writer alone, and 
publication should not be considered an endorse-
ment.

Advertise in the Arkansas Baptist News by calling 
800-838-2272, ext. 5155, or in the Little Rock area, 
call 376-4791, ext. 5155. 

The Arkansas Baptist News (ISSN 1040-6056) is 
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Resident Family Plan), $8.75 per year (Group Plan), 
$11 per year (Individual). Arkansas Baptist News, P.O. 
Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203; phone 501-376-
4791; toll-free 800-838-2272; email: abn@arkansas-
baptist.org.
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   choices about candidates for public 
office.

For Southern Baptists, one of 
the best is the www.ivotevalues.
com website posted by the Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission. 
The website includes detailed in-
formation about candidates, party 
platforms, as well as other helpful 
information.

Pray. “Therefore I exhort first of 
all that supplica-
tions, prayers, 
intercessions, 
and giving of 
thanks be made 
for all men, 
for kings and 
all who are in 
authority, that 
we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godli-
ness and reverence” (1 Tim. 2:1-2, 
NKJV).

Scripture clearly tells us to pray 
for our leaders and those with 
authority over us. Moreover, we 
should pray for our local, state and 
national leaders regularly and not 
just during an election year. 

Vote. Don’t forget the most 
important part! Participate in our 
democracy by voting for your can-
didate. A number of political pun-
dants and many religious leaders 
agree our country is at a crossroads 

and decisions made as a result of 
the upcoming election will affect 
the future direction of the United 
States dramatically. 

Crucial decisions to be made 
by our next president include (1)
setting the course of the Supreme 
Court for many years to come; (2) 
helping determine if same-sex mar-
riage will be accepted as law across 
our nation; (3) promoting a  pro-life 
or pro-choice agenda as it relates 

to abortion, and (4) leading our 
country to cap government spend-
ing and work toward getting our 
financial house in order.

Personally, I am already evaluat-
ing candidates, praying every day 
and planning to vote as the election 
approaches in just a few weeks.

I encourage you to do the same.
Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Ar-

kansas Baptist News. Contact him at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

‘Implosion’
Joel C. Rosenberg, Tyndale House, 2012

M any of Joel C. Rosenberg’s 
books of fiction have been 

surprisingly prophetic, “The Last 
Jihad,” “Dead Heat” and “The 
Ezekiel Option” for example.  
“Implosion” 
suggests scenar-
ios which could 
come true. It 
remains to be 
seen. 

Will America 
be destroyed? 
If so, how? Is it 
too late? He deals with the anx-
ious circumstances our country 
faces but also considers reasons 
for optimism. Our support of Is-
rael and how we are dealing with 
tough situations facing us – ter-
rorism, political and financial un-
rest, moral decay – and how these 
could force an implosion of our 

country are discussed thoroughly 
and with keen Christian insight. 
Might we be destroyed by natural 
disasters, earthquakes or drought? 

Even with all our prob-
lems, 
hope is 
offered 
as the 
First 
and 
Second 
Great 
Spiri-

tual Awakenings of our 
country are reviewed 
and their contributions 
assessed. Could we pos-
sibly see a third revival in 
America? Can America 
again be a shining city on a hill? 
Rosenberg offers a very comprehen-
sive look at that possibility. He puts 

forth a serious challenge to Chris-
tian churches and individuals to 
“shape up” their Christian behav-
ior, witness and commitment to 

that end.
What impressed 

me most as I read 
this book was 
the very Spirit 
of Christ in Joel 
I felt as he lov-
ingly looked at 
our problems, 
examined our his-
tory and strongly 
advised toward re-
newal and offered 
steps to achieve 
it. He obviously 
hopes we can 

avoid destruction but is willing to 
admit that it may come. It is thor-
ough and thoughtful writing.

BOOK REVIEW
Nona Cheatham Almond

 First Baptist Church of Floyd
Romance

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) invites pastors, other 

church staff and members of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches to sub-
mit reviews of religion-related 
books they 
have read.

Preferably, 
the book re-
view should 
be no more 
than 350 
words and 
should be 
about a book 
released in the past six months. 
Reviews may be edited for style 
and resubmitted to the author 
for revision.

Email your review to tim@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 800-
838-2272 (toll-free in state) or 
501-376-4791, ext. 5151.

What book is on
your nightstand?
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Now is the time to make plans to attend this year’s 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meet-

ing. As both this year’s convention president and the 
host pastor, I want to invite you to be a part of your 
Convention. We will provide 
encouragement and equipping 
to help your church reach more 
people this year. Here are 10 rea-
sons why you should make plans 
to attend: 

10. We need to join together 
to praise the Lord for the souls 
saved this year. 

9. Involvement in the con-
vention itself is a key to staying 
motivated and focused on our cooperative mission 
endeavors. As participation decreases, giving and going 
decrease. 

8. Meeting other pastors provides connections for 
ministry partnerships. 

7. Attending the convention makes a statement of 
support and significance to your church. How can you 
ask for strong missions giving when the convention is 
not worth your time? 

6. The preaching! Every pastor needs to be fed and 
stirred. Our members are challenged through fresh 
voices. The preaching will be awesome in both the pas-
tors’ conference and the convention this year. 

5. The worship. There is a unique 
beauty and passion to the worship set-
tings. Every believer needs fresh mo-
ments of powerful and moving worship. 

4. As Dr. Emil Turner retires this year, 
we would love to see his final convention 
be filled with people, passion and voices 
lifted high in praise. What a great gift! 

3. It is a time when you are around 
people who love you and love Jesus. If 
you have had a rough year, come and be 

encouraged, fed, loved and filled. 
2. Bring some folks with you. It is an opportunity to 

expand the vision of your members. They take that ex-
panded vision home with them. 

1. It stokes your fire to see God move. Everyone gets 
weighed down by the tyranny of the urgent. It is neces-
sary to get away and allow God to stoke the fires. 

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

10 reasons to come to the convention Baptists Ask
Should Christians be  
involved in politics?

It is not so much whether 
Christians should be in-

volved in politics, but how 
much they should be, and in 
what way. If American Chris-
tians realized how powerful 
their influence could be for the 
good of everyone, they would 
employ it often.

 Surprisingly to some, Ameri-
can Chris-
tians have 
more of a 
political 
voice today 
than first- 
century 
believers. 
Because 
so few were 
Roman citi-
zens, all they could do was live 
righteously in a restricted gov-
ernmental system. Because all 
Americans possess the right to 
vote, Christians should use that 
right every time it is offered to 
them.

 Before voting, believers 
should research each candidate 
regardless of office. As they 
learn the important issues at 
hand, they should consider 
what the Bible says about each 
issue. They should learn the in-
cumbent’s record and research 
the opponent’s vision. Voting, 
however, is the least that Chris-
tians should do.

 Once the election is over, 
the real work begins. Regard-
less of who wins the election, 
Christians should pray for their 
leaders. Believers, however, 
should also make certain their 
voice is heard. They ought to 
call, write or visit their elected 
officials over the issues they feel 
are important. Not only will 
these officials listen, they often 
will respond. Kind words often 
create healthy dialogue.  

 Some Christians join a lobby 
because they believe an issue 
is so important. Because there 
are several lobbies from which 
to choose, believers should 
prayerfully consider their op-
tions. Other Christians, after 
researching the issues, may dis-
cover that no one is “speak(ing) 
up for those who cannot speak 
for themselves” (Prov. 31:8). 
Consequently, they choose 
even greater involvement: They 
run for office.  

 The American political 
system may not be perfect (no 
human system is), but it is a 
good one. It can become better 
if Christians will take it seri-
ously and get involved.

Ken Gore is chair of the Wil-
liams Baptist College department 
of Christian studies.

Gore

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

‘Christ-like’ marketing, part 1
Christ-like marketing” – for many, even the term 

raises eyebrows and angst. Is there such a thing? 
Yes. Do most churches practice it? No. Marketing, 
inherently, is neither good nor bad. “Marketing” is 
simply strategically directing a product or service at a 
consumer’s point of need. “Christ-like” means “like 
Christ.” So, “Christ-like marketing” is following the 
example of Jesus Christ in strategically directing a 
product or service at people’s needs.

Typical “capitalistic marketing” is often pragmatic 
and motivated by a desire for selfish gain. In the busi-
ness world, that means telling the consumer whatev-
er they need to hear, like promising that a certain au-
tomobile will instantly catapult 
one to the top of the social food 
chain or that a certain bubble 
bath will provide euphoric 
solitude and peace for a mother 
of several young, unruly, out-of-
control children. 

Obviously, these claims can-
not be met. Nevertheless, the 
rewards are a larger business, 
more influence, financial gain and bragging rights. 
Many churches today are taking this approach to mar-
keting their churches. They say whatever will draw a 
bigger crowd, sometimes even pitting their church 
against another. The rewards are larger crowds, more 
influence, financial gain and bragging rights – cer-
tainly not Christ-like. 

Jesus Christ took a different kind of approach to 
marketing – and His strategy changed the world.  
While on this earth, His strategy was focused, pur-
poseful, intentional and honest – and it still is. Here 
are six profound and timeless communication tactics 
utilized by Jesus in His communication strategy:

(1) Jesus communicated to the masses; (2) Jesus 
communicated a clear and simple message; (3) Jesus 
knew His audience and communicated in their lan-
guage; (4) Jesus met people at their points of need; 
(5) Jesus offered benefits – He did not promote pro-
grams, and (6) Jesus did not compromise the truth. 

In this “Answering the Call” column, we will exam-
ine the first two. The other four will be examined in 
two future columns.

Jesus communicated to the masses. “Large crowds 
from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and 
the region across the Jordan followed (Jesus)” (Matt. 
4:25).  From the beginning to the end of His minis-
try, Jesus communicated with the masses. He drew 
their attention by addressing their most basic needs, 

and then He addressed spiritual needs.          
There are some who argue that mass communica-

tion is a waste of time, effort and resources. Obvi-
ously, Jesus didn’t think so. Though Jesus knew that 
the majority of people would not embrace Him as 
Lord – in fact most rejected Him – He continued to 
preach and teach to all who were in the crowd. 

Jesus presented a clear and simple message. From 
the masses, Jesus chose two specific groups of work-
ers to train. He chose 12 men (Matt. 10:1) to be 
trained to communicate His message and carry on 
the work after He was gone. He also appointed 72 
others whom He equipped to go ahead of Him, in 

groups of two, to prepare every area 
where He would be ministering (Luke 
10:1). Jesus presented a clear and 
simple message that was standardized 
for easy communication and multipli-
cation.     

Standardizing the message is critical 
for good communication. Standard-
izing involves developing an inten-
tional, reproducible message so that 

those communicating the message are saying the 
same thing. Today, politicians, corporations and gov-
ernments develop standardized messages and strategi-
cally state them in interviews, press releases and paid 
advertising. It works.      

A message must be standardized before it is suc-
cessfully multiplied – that is, accurately passed on 
by word-of-mouth, tweet to tweet, Facebook page to 
Facebook page or blog to blog. It is communicating 
the same message through a variety of mediums in 
multiple venues. 

Multiplying the message is a necessary part of suc-
cessful church outreach communication. Jesus was 
able to do this even without the help of electronic 
media. It is important to remember that a primary 
purpose for mass media advertising is complement-
ing and stimulating word-of-mouth advertising. Jesus 
went strait to His groups of 12 and 70 to launch a 
word-of-mouth communication campaign.        

If the Bible teaches us to shout it from the rooftops 
(Matt. 10:27), would God not be equally honored 
if it was shouted from the mailbox, television, Fa-
cebook, Twitter and door knobs? Bad marketing is 
never appropriate – but Christ-like marketing can be 
a great help in reaching more for the gospel’s sake.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-
cultural communication strategist serving as president of 
TCWM, based in Mountainburg.

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey
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Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

TURN ON THE FAUCET and 
clean water comes rushing into your 
sink or bathtub. With just the twist 
of a handle, many people have access 
to clean water for drinking, watering 
lawns, washing clothes, taking part 
in recreation and more. 

But for millions of people around 
the world, clean water is not so easy 
to come by – Pure Water, Pure Love 
(PWPL) plans to change that.

“This is such a great ministry,” 
said Kaye Miller, former 
national and Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU) president 
who continues to serve 
on the WMU national 
board. “There are so 
many missionaries that 
need a filtering system, and they can 
literally take the handheld bottles 
(with filters) in them just about any-
where.”

PWPL, first started in 1995 by 
the Brotherhood Commission, came 
under WMU management in 1997 
when the Brotherhood Commission 
was moved from the International 
Mission Board (IMB) to the North 
American Mission Board.

Safe drinking water is the key to 
good health, says Kim Bynum, a reg-
istered nurse and recent volunteer 
to Ecuador. Bynum is a member of 
Central Baptist Church, North Little 
Rock. 

“Clean water can literally mean 
the difference between life and 
death,” she said. 

“The goal of Pure Water, Pure 
Love is to provide missionaries, and 
the people they serve, with clean 
drinking water,” Miller said. 

Clean water for all goal of WMU ministry
Pure Water, Pure Love

Chiree Bollinger, who recently 
returned from a trip to Haiti, saw 
firsthand how valuable clean water 
actually is.

“Oftentimes, people have no 
choice but to use the water collected 
in ditches and other unfiltered collec-
tion areas to bathe, wash clothes and 
even produce,” Bollinger said. “This 
was pretty prevalent in Haiti, and I’m 
sure that it happens more than we’re 
aware of all over the world.”

WMU helps these people gain 
access to safe water by providing a 
variety of water filters to meet the 

specific needs of different 
countries and regions.

“Each situation is 
different,” Kristy Carr, 
ministry consultant with 
WMU said. “Because mis-
sionaries serve in so many 
different locations, with 

varying needs and environments, the 
filters we provide vary. For example, 
some missionaries need countertop 
units that aren’t dependent on elec-
tricity, while others need filters for 
travel. We also have a combination 
of filters.”

Carr explained that water filters 
are chosen through the IMB each 
year. 

“As needs have grown, the vari-
ety and customization of filters has 
grown as well,” Carr said. “So we 
work hard with IMB to find the best 
filters to meet the needs of mission-
aries.”

In 2005, PWPL expanded to in-
clude water well projects. 

“We aren’t the experts; we just 
manage PWPL. But through the 
help of lots of hydrologists and other 
scientists, we have managed to find 
other ways (besides water filters) 
to provide clean water around the 

world, such as by drilling wells,” Carr 
said.

While providing water filters to 
missionaries around the world can 
seam like a daunting task, said Mill-
er, Arkansans are pitching in to help 
where they can.

Southern Heights Baptist Church 
in Berryville has adopted WMU’s 
PWPL as a permanent ministry for 
the past two years. 

“We first heard about Pure Water, 
Pure Love a couple of years ago and 
immediately felt called to help,” said 
Ann Coltrate of Southern Heights 
and director of the church’s WMU. 

Their WMU group committed to 
sending $50 three times a year. 

“We thought it was a good thing 
to do. Since there’s only a few of us 
(about six active WMU members), 
we knew we couldn’t travel or afford 
an entire well, but we could afford to 
do this.” 

Other churches are doing what 
they can as well. Tamela Turbev-
ille, member of Oak Grove Baptist 
Church in White Hall and longtime 
member of WMU, found out about 
PWPL while on a trip to the WMU 
headquarters in Birmingham, Ala. 

“After returning from my trip, I 
talked to my church and we decided 
to put our 2012 vacation Bible school 
offering … toward buying a filtration 
system for a missionary family, and 
we managed to make that happen,” 
Turbeville said. 

Susan Yates, member of Moffett-
Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, and Concord Baptist Associa-
tion WMU director, said she believes 
that educating people about the need 
for PWPL is the first step to growing 
this ministry. 

“I really want to educate people,” 
Yates said. “By informing people 

Pure Water, Pure Love, a ministry of WMU, helps 
provide clean water to missionaries and the 
people they serve around the world. 

about the need for clean water, they 
will then be willing to give.”

In fact, at a recent ladies event at 
her church, Yates organized an infor-
mational booth for people to drop 
by. 

“I was amazed at the amount 
of people who stopped by,” Yates 
said. “I was even more amazed that 
through just that one event we were 
able to raise enough money through 
donations to purchase a water filter 
for a missionary family.” 

PWPL is totally donor-based ac-
cording to Carr. In addition, PWPL 
also offers grant assistance with wells 
and other longterm solutions. For 
more information about PWPL, visit 
www.wmu.com. 

Contact Leah Fender at leah@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

Summer in Ghana confirms Hughey’s call to medical missions
Tim Ellsworth
Union University

JORDAN HUGHEY of Alexander finished a day’s 
work at a hospital in Ghana and headed home for 
the night. As he strolled down the path, a group 
of children walked up behind him.

“Everyone, look!” Hughey heard one boy say. 
“It’s Jesus! Jesus has come!”

Hughey looked over his shoulder to see what 
was causing the commotion and realized the boy 
was talking about him. With his long hair, mus-
tache and beard, Hughey bore a strong resem-
blance to pictures of Jesus the boy had seen.

“No, no, I’m not Jesus,” Hughey told the kids.
The boy at the front paused for a moment.
“Oh, you must be John the Baptist,” he re-

plied.
Such was Hughey’s introduction to the time 

he spent this summer in Ghana, working at the 
Baptist Medical Centre there and helping a local 
pastor and church planter.

A May graduate from Union University, 
Hughey plans to do long-term medical mission 
work, and the Ghana trip through the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s International Mission Board 

gave Hughey an opportunity to work alongside 
medical professionals and sample the lifestyle. He 
is a member of Geyer Springs First Baptist Church 
in Little Rock.

“Because I just graduated, I’m not really certi-
fied to do anything in a hospital yet,” Hughey said. 
“So I did a lot of shadowing, a lot of watching.”

He observed doctors treating patients and per-
forming surgeries. But he said he quickly tired of 
only watching and tried to find ways to get more 

involved. He soon started taking patient histories 
and giving injections.

On his first day at the hospital, Hughey was 
helping in an outpatient clinic when a resident 
physician yelled for help in the maternity ward. 
A woman had given birth to a baby girl prema-
turely, and the tiny baby was barely clinging to life. 
Hughey worked an ambu bag, which helped the 
infant to breathe and monitored her breathing 
and heart rate for about two hours.

Doctors and nurses did all they could to save 
the baby’s life, to no avail.

“This was day one for me,” Hughey said. “I 
didn’t even know how to respond. It was really 
difficult. We did everything we could, but it still 
wasn’t enough.”

As he struggled with the reality of the baby’s 
death, Hughey realized a few days later that the 
hospital had given the baby a chance at life. In 
a country such as Ghana, unless babies are born 
perfectly healthy, they wouldn’t have any chance 
at all of living without doctors and nurses willing 
to help.

“That mother is, at least for a few hours, given 

Jordan Hughey gives an injection to a child in Ghana.

See GHANA page 10
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Life parables
Clark says that most of his book is 

based on his own life parables. 
“It’s just taking life stories and 

seeing what God is saying,” Clark 
said. 

That’s even how he got the 
title for his book – “Glasses in the 
Grass.”

While out on his morning walk 
one day, he says he noticed some-
thing shining in the grass and dis-
covered that it was a pair of child’s 
glasses. 

He picked them up and carried 
them with him. As he neared his 
home, he saw a lady scraping frost 
from a minivan and thought that 
perhaps she might have children. 

“I asked the lady, ‘Do you have a 
child that lost a pair of glasses?’ and 
sure enough, she had a little girl that 
lost some,” Clark said. “As I went 
back home, I told Trudy that I had 
a title for my book – ‘Glasses in the 
Grass.’”

A detailed story of the event and 
Clark’s accompanying Feb. 6 devo-
tion is on Page 38 of the book.

He says the book would never 
have come to fruition if it weren’t 
for the endless encouragement he 

received from his wife and friends. 
“Just about every day I had some-

one come to me and say, ‘This needs 
to be in a book,’” Clark said. “This 
is where the subtitle comes from – 
‘Devotions for My Friends.’”

One of those friends was Ken 
Barnard Jr., Central Baptist Associa-
tion missionary. Now that the book 
is on the shelves, Barnard is excited 
for Clark and said he would “rec-
ommend this book to anyone, espe-
cially if they are looking for a tool 
to help them 
in their spiri-
tual walk as 
they travel 
along life’s 
journey.”

“ G l a s s -
es in the 
Grass: Devo-
tions for my 
Friends” of-
fers a year’s 
worth of 
short devo-
tionals, all 
of which are written in the first per-
son. In addition, each devotion has 
a “quick read” (QR) code that read-
ers can scan with their smartphones 
that will take them to a site showing 
the Bible verses related to that day’s 
devotion. 

“When I began to put this to-
gether, it hit me that if I am going 
to reach 20s and 30-somethings, it’s 

continued from page one

Book

“You can spend 5 or 6 
minutes, read a devotional, 
scan that QR code with your 
smartphone and you have 
a full Bible study anywhere 
waiting for you.”

R.E. Clark
Associational missionary and 

author of “Glasses in the Grass: 
Devotions for my Friends” 

going to have to have something that 
is going to connect with them, and 
that’s where the QR codes come in,” 
said Clark. “Every single page in the 
book has a QR code with it at the 
beginning of each devotion.”

Clark went on to say these QR 
codes take the reader directly to 
the corresponding Scripture verses 
through the Holman Bible Study 
website. 

“You can spend 5 or 6 minutes, 
read a devotional, scan that QR code 

with your smart-
phone and you 
have a full Bible 
study anywhere 
waiting for you,” 
he said.

“Glasses in the 
Grass: Devotions 
for my Friends” 
is published by 
CrossBooks and 
has 365 devo-
tions, marked for 
each day of the 
year, starting with 

Jan. 1. Devotions deal with topics 
such as trusting God, pleasing oth-
ers, understanding God’s grace and 
God’s promises, just to name a few. 

More information about “Glass-
es in the Grass: Devotions for my 
Friends” is available at www.RE-
ClarkAuthor.com.

Contact Leah Fender at leah@
arkansasbaptist.org. 

na question to voters, 17 other 
states – including the District of 
Columbia – have legalized medi-
cal marijuana in some form. 

At the time the lawsuit chal-
lenging the ballot measure was 
filed, Larry Page, executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, said AMMA is 
“based on bad science.”

“The proposed act is over 
8,000 words long, but the bal-
lot title, which is all voters will 
have an opportunity to read in 
the ballot booth, contains only a 
few hundred words,” said Page. 
“The ballot title cannot begin to 
apprise voters of all the problems 
with the act.  Because of that, 
the average voter will be unable 
to cast an informed vote.”

A poll released in July by the 
Arkansas TV program “Talk 
Business” and Hendrix College 
prior to approval of the ballot 
measure found 47 percent sup-
ported medical marijuana in 
the state, compared to 46 per-
cent against and 7 percent un-
decided. 

The poll of 585 likely voters 
had a margin of error of plus or 
minus 4 percent.

continued from page 3

CoURT
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HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE – Barce-
lona Road Baptist Church hosted a 
celebration on Sunday, Sept. 23 to 
honor its three ordained ministers 
– Duane Blakely, minister of music; 
Elton Gray, associate pastor, and 
Bruce Swihart, pastor. Combined, 
they have served in ministry for 175 
years in seven states and a foreign 
country.

The celebration, which took place 
during their regular Sunday morning 
worship service, included a sermon 
by both Gray and Swihart. Music 
was led by Blakely. 

“I don’t know of any other church 
staff that has 175 years of com-
bined ministry at one church,” said 
Swihart. “I treasure this, … and I am 
honored to serve the Lord with both 
of these men.” 

Swihart became the music direc-
tor of Twin City Baptist Church, 
Mishawaka, Ind., on Sept. 21, 1952, 
as a junior in high school.

“The preacher said to me, ‘Next 
Sunday, I want you to be our music 
director from now on,’” Swihart 
said. “That’s when I started my min-
istry 60 years ago.”

For nearly 30 years, Swihart 
served as minister of music, minister 
of education, minister of youth or as-

sociate pastor in Arkansas, Indiana, 
Missouri and Texas.

At 40, he entered Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS), Fort Worth, Texas, where 
he earned a Master of Divinity de-
gree and a Doctor of Ministry degree. 
Before coming to Barcelona Road, 
he served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Glenwood; East Side Bap-
tist Church, Paragould, and First 
Baptist Church, Huffman, Texas.

Swihart also served at the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention from 
1998 to 2003 as director of church 
leadership support and team leader 
of the leadership and worship team. 
Additionally, he was interim or in-
tentional interim for Parkway Place, 
Little Rock; First Baptist Church, 
Searcy; First Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs; Immanual Fellow-
ship Church, Searcy; First Baptist 
Church, Arkadelphia, and Calvary 
Baptist Church, Benton. 

Swihart has served as pastor of 
Barcelona Road for the past five 
years. 

Gray preached his first sermon 
Sept. 20, 1952, less than a week after 
surrendering to the ministry at Lib-
erty Grove Baptist Church, Jackson, 
Tenn. 

“I knew even back then that I was 
beginning my faith journey,” Gray 
said. “I never dreamed that it would 
go for 60 years.”

Gray received his undergraduate 
degree in social studies from the Uni-
versity of North Alabama, formerly 
Florence State Teachers College, in 
1958 and received his Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
1961. His first pastorate was at White 

Head Baptist Church in Rogers, Ala., 
from 1956 to 1958. 

Gray went on to pastor several 
churches in Alabama and Mississip-
pi from 1961 to 1970. He was then 
appointed as a missionary for the 
Southern Baptist International Mis-
sion Board in 1970. He then served 
as a missionary pastor of Koza Bap-
tist Church, Okinawa, Japan, from 

175 years of combined ministry celebrated
Our Churches - Barcelona Road

See MINISTRY page 9

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, Hot Springs Village, celebrated 175 years of combined ministry for 
Bruce Swihart (left), pastor; Elton Gray (center), associate pastor, and Duane Blakely, minister of 
music.
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1971 to 1996. He has served as the 
associate pastor of Barcelona Road 
since 1999.

Blakely earned his bachelor’s in 
music education from Eastern New 
Mexico University in 1959 and 
later a Master of Church Music de-
gree from SWBTS in 1962. Before 
coming to Barcelona Road, Blakely 
served churches in Portales, New 
Mexico, and Cleburne, Beaumont, 
San Antonio, Marshall, Brown-
wood and Garland, Texas.

 “Pat and I greatly appreciate 
these 10 years the Lord has given us 
to minister here with such caring 
folks and with a choir and musi-

cians who are diligent and willing 
to work hard to provide quality 
worship music week in and week 
out,” Blakely said. “It’s been a 
great blessing to work with Pas-
tor Charles Long for the first five 
years and with Dr. Bruce Swihart 
these past five years. We look for-
ward to what the Lord has in store 
for us and this dear congregation 
in the years to come.”

In addition, Blakely has taught 
on the faculty of East Texas Bap-
tist University and served as an 
adjunct professor at SWBTS and 
in 2003 was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Award from the 
SWBTS School of Music. He 
served for 25 years at First Baptist 
Church, Garland, Texas. Alto-
gether, he has served in ministry 
for 55 years.

Pangburn worships in old sanctuary for last time
PANGBURN – Members of First 
Baptist Church, Pangburn, gathered 
Sept. 9 for one last Sunday service 
in their old sanctuary – which has 
more recently been used as the of-
fice and education building – before 
tearing down the structure in hopes 
of rebuilding on the site in the fu-
ture.

The walls of the old First Baptist 
Church, Pangburn, sanctuary have 
seen a lot of 
life through the 
years. They’ve 
seen children 
saved and adults 
married. They’ve 
heard praises 
sung and ser-
mons preached. 
They’ve seen a 
time when the 
light bill was 
only about $3 in 
the 60s and a time when men and 
women sat on opposite sides of the 
sanctuary.

It was the first sanctuary inhab-
ited by the church when they moved 
from the Henderson Cemetery into 
town in 1912. A few decades later, 
the building saw the church tran-
sition from Missionary Baptist to 
Southern Baptist.

But years have passed since those 

days, and times have changed. In the 
1970s, the congregation moved into 
a new sanctuary and the old sanctu-
ary transitioned to being the office 
and education building. Over time, 
it developed structural problems 
and the cost of keeping it in repair 
became too high. 

For this reason, Alan Cook, who 
has pastored the church for about 11 
years, said the old building will soon 

be torn down.
But about 125 

people crowded 
in the building for 
worship Sept. 9, 
giving the struc-
ture life for one 
last time.  

Cook said the 
reason for the ser-
vice was mainly 
for memory’s sake 
since several of the 

couples had been married there and 
several people had accepted Christ 
in the building.

Cook said the service was a time 
of looking to the past and to the fu-
ture. During the service, he preached 
from Joshua 1, which tells of God 
visiting Joshua after Moses died and 
encouraging Joshua to keep the Law 
and “be strong and courageous.” 
Cook said church members shared 

stories of meeting in the old build-
ing. They even baptized an 8-year-old 
boy in a water trough. 

Cook said his hope for the future 
of the church is for them to follow 
where God leads. 

He said their current need is more 
education space. They also hope to 
build a new sanctuary on the site of 
the old one in the future if that’s 
where God leads.

He said when they tear down the 
old building, they hope to salvage 
the light fixtures and stained glass, 
as well as the rock, and use them in 
some capacity in order to preserve 
the church’s history.

Overall, Cook said the atmo-
sphere at their last meeting in the 
old sanctuary was “upbeat,” “touch-
ing” and one of the best he’d ever 
experienced as a pastor. 

First Baptist Church, Pangburn 
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Students participate in 
Tiger Serve Day at OBU

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita Bap-
tist University’s Fall 2012 Tiger 
Serve Day, sponsored by the Ben 
M. Elrod Center for Family and 
Community, involved more than 
900 volunteers on Saturday, Sept. 
22.

Tiger Serve Day volunteers 
served on 91 teams that completed 
more than 100 community service 
projects in the Arkadelphia area. 

“Tiger Serve Day was an over-
whelming success,” said Ian Cosh, 
Ouachita’s vice president for com-
munity and international engage-
ment. “Projects were completed all 
over the city, and the students built 
new relationships and renewed old 
relationships with members of the 
community.”

With the completion of this 
semester’s Tiger Serve Day activi-
ties, Ouachita students, faculty 
and staff have logged more than 
53,000 volunteer service hours 
since 1997. The semiannual com-
munity service emphasis began in 
response to a tornado that devas-

tated the Arkadelphia area.
“It’s really cool to me because 

it’s a way that I can get outside 
Ouachita and reach into the com-
munity,” said Brooks Burleson, 
a junior business administration 
major from Greenbrier. “I don’t 
feel like I have a lot of time to give 
to the community so it’s a good 
way to get away from my school 
work and really help someone out 
who needs it.”

Jacob Catlett, a junior Chris-
tian studies major from Malvern 
said Tiger Serve Day gives him the 
opportunity to share his faith.

“My favorite part of Tiger Serve 
Day is that we spend most of the 
year at a Baptist college talking 
about what we can do to tangibly 
show the love of God to people 
and it’s good that our school pro-
vides us a way two times a year to 
go out and do that in our own 
community,” Catlett said. “I think 
it’s really cool that we can focus 
on actually doing what we say and 
what we talk about.”

Students and professors pose with a resident they served on Tiger Serve Day. From left: Krista 
Fauber, assistant professor of psychology; Guyla Davis; Kaylee Parrott; Dayla Brogdon; Katie 
Novy; Abigail Baze; Mark Dewbre, and Jennifer Fayard, assistant professor of psychology. Photo 
by Nicole McPhate

A team of volunteers gathers for prayer before going to its Tiger Serve Day work site. Photo by 
Kacey Westerman

continued from page 6

Ghana
hope for her child,” Hughey said. 
“That’s what you have to cling to.”

Though he saw his share of heart-
ache and pain, Hughey also wit-
nessed recovery and joy. 

One day, as he sat in the clinic 
with a physician’s assistant, a man 
came in with symptoms that in-
cluded a high fever and vomiting. 
Hughey thought it sounded like ty-
phoid. The man was admitted and 
taken into surgery and about a week 
later walked out of the hospital with 
his wife.

“That was incredible because, 
when he came in, he could barely 
walk on his own,” Hughey said. 
“He was in excruciating pain. It was 
amazing to see the transition across 
that week from this guy who was half 
carried by his wife to walking out of 
the hospital, happy and healthy and 
ready to go back to his farm and get 
back to work.”

His time in Ghana reinforced 
Hughey’s desire to work in planting 

churches, likely while doing medical 
work on the side. He worked with a 
church planter and a local pastor in 
Ghana, participating in Bible studies 
and visiting people. He realized the 
role the hospital played in people’s 
understanding of the gospel.

“They respect that hospital,” he 
said. “They know that that hospital 
is doing good work. They know that 
there are American doctors there 
who have given their entire lives to 
come over here and serve this com-
munity and this country. They have 
no problem understanding a loving 
God because they see very loving 
people demonstrating that.”

For now, Hughey is working to be-
come a certified nurse assistant and 
has applied for programs to earn a 
master’s degree as a physician’s assis-
tant. He plans one day to enter the 
mission field full-time, where he may 
once again be considered “Jesus” by 
local children.

“I’m definitely not Him,” Hughey 
will tell them, “but let me tell you 
His story.”

Tim Ellsworth is director of media 
relations at Union University.

WEB  advertising
Web advertising is available on the Arkansas Baptist News 

website: www.arkansasbaptist.org. 
For more information, contact 

nelle at 501-376-4791, ext. 5155, 
or email nelle@arkansasbaptist.org
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Ark. Baptist Builders ministry seeks volunteers
ARKANSAS BAPTIST Builders – a 
construction ministry of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
missions ministries team, the Coop-
erative Program and the Dixie Jack-
son Arkansas Missions Offering – is 
seeking volunteers and construction 
teams to serve with them in New Or-
leans in the aftermath of Isaac – the 
tropical storm turned hurricane that 
hit the area earlier this year.

Robby Tingle, ABSC missions 
ministries team leader, explained 
volunteers are needed Oct. 20-Nov. 
17 to assist with roofing repairs and 
to share the gospel. 

Teams can choose the amount 
of time they wish to serve during 
that period. Volunteers must be at 
least 18 years 
old. They will 
be based out of 
Gentilly Baptist 
Church in New 
Orleans. 

“We are ask-
ing volunteers 
to donate their 
time, energy 
and resources in 
Jesus’ name to help people in need,” 
Tingle explained.

He said a number of homes suf-
fered roof damage due to Isaac.

“Some were tarped as a temporary 
fix but need 
a more per-
manent re-
pair to pre-
vent further 
damage to 
the home 
by water 
and wind,” 
Tingle said.

H o m e -
owners provide the costs for materi-
als, Tingle added, but volunteers will 

be responsible for a minimal room-
and-board fee.

“We recognize that this is short 
notice and a small response win-
dow,” Tingle said. “Our efforts will 
focus on patching and repairing roof 
damage in the Gentilly area of New 
Orleans. Some of the other state 
conventions are assisting in areas 
outside of New Orleans.”

He said churches can be involved 
through sending individuals or 
teams, praying and giving.

Volunteers wanting to sign up 
should contact Jackie James at 501-
773-2451 or jjames@absc.org. 
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

As transitional pastor, I watched this church 
heal from a split in 2007 while learning from the 
past, facing present issues and preparing for growth 
which has begun with five to be baptized next Sun-
day. Send resume to Calvary Baptist Church, 7727 
Cedar Dr., West Siloam Springs, OK 74338.

River Road Baptist Church in Redfield is seeking 
a part-time pastor. Send resumes to P.O. Box 
161, Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.
net. 501-397-2576.

Elliott Baptist Church in Camden is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR  71701. Phone: 870-231-6411.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Banner is looking for 
a retired minister to serve as pastor. Contact Steve 
Ragsdale: 870-995-4141.

Bi-vocational pastor needed at Grace Coun-
try Church in Sidney. A small nontraditional church 
with mission for local community outreach. Send 
resume to Pastor Search Team, P.O. Box 114, Sidney, 
AR 72577 or call 870-346-5822. 

Shiloh Memorial Baptist Church in Texarkana 
is seeking applications for the position of senior 
pastor. Please send resumes to Pastor Search 
Committee, 9143 U.S. Hwy. 82 East, Texarkana, AR 
71854.

Toltec Baptist Church is seeking bi-vocational 
or full-time pastor. Respond to toltecchurch@
sbcglobal.net or mail at 1139 Toltec Road, Scott, AR 

72142. Website is www.toltecchurch.com.
Casa First Baptist Church is seeking a “God-sent” 

bi-vocational pastor. We furnish an attractive 
2,400-square-foot brick home on two wooded 
acres and a modest salary. Please furnish resumes to 
johnandnancy@arkwest.com or call 479-477-2900.  

 Vimy Ridge Immanuel is looking for a bi-vo-
cational pastor. Send resume to 12214 Germa-
nia Road, Alexander, AR 72202.

First Baptist Church of Smackover is accepting 
resumes for a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, 201 West 7th, Smack-
over, AR 71762 or to bradherring@sbcglobal.net.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Clinton First Baptist Church is seeking a full-
time student minister. Please send resumes 
to Student Minister Search Committee, P.O. Box 
1340, Clinton, AR 72031.

First Baptist Church, Ward, is accepting resumes 
for bi-vocational youth director. Email re-
sume to fbcwoffice@centurytel.net.

Harlan Park Baptist Church in Conway is seek-
ing a part-time minister of music, pursuing 
a blended worship style. Send resume, references, 
DVD or YouTube links to the church at 1895 Dave 
Ward Drive, Conway, AR 72034, or email to garyn-
mitchell@hotmail.com.

Lonoke Baptist Church, Lonoke, is seeking a 
full-time music minister. Additional duties, 

roles and responsibilities may be added in keeping 
with this person’s gifts and calling. Please submit 
resumes to Lonoke Baptist Church, Attn: Person-
nel Comm., 406 W. Front St., Lonoke, AR 72086 or 
email at lonokebc@sbcglobal.net.

Brookland Baptist Church of Brookland is 
searching for a part-time worship pastor for 
our blended service. Please send resumes to Brook-
land Baptist Church, Attn: Worship Pastor Search 
Committee, 200 N. Oak, Brookland, AR 72417. In-
terested parties may find our website www.brook-
landchurch.com helpful.

WANTED - energetic, enthusiastic minister 
of music for a medium-sized Southern Baptist 
Church. Music degree and keyboard experience a 
plus, but not a requirement. Salary commensurate 
with education and experience. Please send resume 
and DVD (if available) of performance and interac-
tion with congregation to First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 328, Booneville, AR 72927, Attn: Music Search 
Committee.  

Walnut Valley Baptist Church is seeking a pas-
tor of student ministries. Position is full-time 
with benefits. Send resume to WVBC, 1698 N. Hwy. 
7, Hot Springs, AR 71909 or email to tforrest@
cablelynx.com.

Calvary Baptist Association is accepting resumes 
for the position of associational missionary. 
Please send resumes to Hal Stroupe, 105 South 
Spring, Searcy, AR 72143. If you have questions 
please call Jeff Thomas at 501-305-9363. Deadline 
for receiving resumes is Oct. 19.

MISCELLANEOUS

Need a church pianist? We have piano CDs 
for churches to sing by! Hymns, gospel, Christmas, 
choruses, etc. - Worship Service Resources, 1-877-
977-6800.  Free Demo! www.wsrpianocds.com.

40 padded church pews in good condition for 
sale, $200 each. 501-825-7247 or 615-636-4921.

85 Ford bus, 23 passenger, $2,500. 501-868-
5204, John McIntire.

1995 Blue Bird Q Bus, 36-liter diesel engine, 
wheel chair lift and bathroom. 25,000. For more 
information, contact Fred Oaks: 501 626-4570.

T-211-1 series HAMMOND Organ - 
theatre voice presets - first solid-state 
tonebar spinet - string bass - variable repeat 
percussion - additive percussion plus volume soft 
tab, brilliance tab, earphone jack, special recep-
tacle, dimensions: 45”W, 25”D, 44 1/2” H, with 
music rack. Weight: 235 pounds with bench. 
Music power output: 34 watts, with drawbars 
and added rhythm rail. Contact Donna Faulkner 
cell: 501-993-8391. 

PERFECT CAREER FOR 
COMMITTED CHRISTIAN.  

No Upfront $ Investment.  

L2LGodandCountry.com

Church life

Second Baptist Church, Jack-
sonville, Prayer Shawl Ministry at is 
hosting a statewide, nondenomina-

On the move
David Moon is serving as pas-

tor of Temple Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith.

Obituaries

Jimmie L. Taylor, 71, died Sept. 
19. He was a min-
ister who served 
more than 50 years 
in churches in Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, 
Michigan and Texas. 
He was serving as 
pastor of Gardner 
Baptist Church, 

Hamburg, at the time of his death. 
Churches he served included Merid-
ian Baptist Church, Crossett, and 
South Main Baptist Church, Cros-
sett, among others. He also served as 
interim associational missionary for 
Ashley County Baptist Association. 
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, 
Betty Taylor; a daughter; two sons; a 

tional Prayer and Praise conference 
from 9 a.m. to about 1 p.m. Nov. 10. 
Lunch will be provided. The purpose 
of this event is to bring together sim-
ilar ministries for a time of prayer, 
praise and encouragement, and to 
learn from each other. To find out 
more and make reservations, call 
Harriett Sherman at 501-837-8012 
by Oct. 15.

Lakeview Baptist Church, Arka-
delphia, will celebrate its annual 
homecoming at 10 a.m. Oct. 21. 
Doug Higginbotham will serve as 
guest preacher, and Messengers Of 
Song from Caddo Valley and Par-
doned from Sheridan will provide 
special music. A potluck will be held 
following the morning service. Ev-
eryone is invited. 

Barcelona Road Baptist Church, 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry of Second 
Baptist Church Jacksonville is hosting a 

Prayer and Praise Conference 
Sat., Nov. 10, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. 

All churches are invited. 

Call 501-837-8012 to make 
reservations for display table 

and lunch.

Hot Springs Village, will host Dallas 
Holm in concert at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 
14.

The Church at North Hills, a 
new congregation in North Little 
Rock, will host a block party for 
community outreach beginning at 
10 a.m. Oct. 21. The event is free. 
There will be worship music and 
preaching, and Christian illusionist 
Randy Eller will perform. There will 
be games for kids and free food. A 
12-inch flat-screen TV will also be 
given away. For more information, 
call 501-920-6217.

Sulphur Rock Baptist Church, 
Batesville, will celebrate its 125th 
anniversary Oct. 7. Sunday school 
will take place at 9:45 a.m., and 
the morning service will follow at 
11 a.m., featuring Rusty Hart, Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention ex-
ecutive support team member, and 
former pastors as speakers. A meal 
will follow with a service at 2 p.m. 
The afternoon service will include 
recognitions and singing.

First Baptist Church, Scranton, 
will dedicate its new family life cen-
ter at 11 a.m. Oct. 14. Bob Fielding, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
missions ministries team member, 
will speak. A fellowship lunch will 
follow. All former pastors and mem-
bers are welcome.

sister; a brother, Jerry Taylor, who 
serves as pastor of Concord Baptist 
Church, Mena; seven grandchildren; 
two special sisters and brothers-in-
law, and several nieces and nephews. 
Taylor is preceded in death by his 
mother; a sister; a brother-in-law, 
and two grandchildren. Funeral ser-
vices were held Sept. 22 at Cherry 
Ridge Baptist Church in Bastrop, 
La. Burial will follow in Memorial 
Park Cemetery in Bastrop. Memori-
als may be made to TNT Mission 
in care of Gardner Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 311, Hamburg, AR 71646.

Follow the ABN online at www.arkansasbaptist.org
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CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Children’s Ministry/Murals
Bible Story Murals
Katy, TX
www.biblestorymurals.com
Call toll free 800-925-3084 and learn how to receive 
50% discount on a mural. Offer: ABN-1

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitecs.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
10 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193 Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting, 
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little ROck, AR  72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services,
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: sales@covenantchurchfurniture.com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, Baptisteries, 
Steeples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theather/Auditorium Seating 
and Custom Wood Products

To place your business in 
the monthly Church Service 

Directory, contact Nelle at 
501-376-4791 ext. 5155 or 

nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Architectural Signs/
Message Centers
Little Rock Conway Sign Company
Conway, AR  - 501-327-4166
Email:  churchsigns@littlerockconwaysign.com
www.littlerockconwaysign.com
Changeable Copy Message Signs, LED Electronic
Message Centers, Architectural Lettering,
ADA Interior Signage, Banners – FREE CONSULTATIONS

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American Audio Inc.
P.O. Box 1719
Ruston, LA 71273
318-251-0290  FAX: 318-255-3363
www.americanaudioinc.com
Audio, Lighting & Video Systems, Design-Installation

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Members of Team Impact – a group of world-class athletes – performed and shared the gospel at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock, Sept. 16-19. Team Impact combines the talents of the 
athletes with a message of hope to reach out to all ages. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Team Impact

Williams Baptist College students Moriah 
Hendrix of Cherokee Village, Tarah Martin 
of Huntington and Jordan Henson of 
Marion attend the Beatles at the Ridge 
Music Festival Sept. 15.  The event drew 
a crowd of thousands to downtown 
Walnut Ridge, which was commemorat-
ing the Beatles’ 1964 visit to the town.

Beatles at the Ridge
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Our son is a zealous Texas fan. 
He wears orange T-shirts, 

hooks the horns and displays the flag 
on the eave of his porch. Our son-in-
law, an avid Razorback fan, does not 
fail to mention to him when Texas 
loses a game. It is wonderful to have 
unabashed commitment, even when 
your adversary is 6 feet 4 inches tall 
and you must “suffer” occasionally. 

Being this zealous about Chris-
tian faith can result in persecution 
or death. Perhaps this is why some 
like to keep their faith as a personal 
matter. We do not have to be ob-
noxious in sharing our faith, but 
we should “be prepared to give an 

Living without fear

When I was a boy, I had the 
job of mowing many of our 

neighborhood yards. Many of the 
neighbors around 
us were elderly and 
could no longer 
manage their lawns. 
I was a 10-year-old 
boy with a mower 
and desire to make 
a little extra money. 

My father was 
a stickler when it 
came to doing a 
job for others. He 
always went above 
and beyond, and he expected me to 

do the same. He was careful to show 
me how to properly use the push 
mower to make the yard look as 

good as possible. 
I paid close atten-
tion and knew 
that I could fol-
low his directions 
completely. 

One day while 
I was mowing 
one of my many 
yards, I decided 
that doing it my 
father’s way took 
too long. I knew 

all the work I had before me and 

that if I pushed a little faster and 
skipped a few spots I would be done 
sooner than later. Then I would be 
free to go do what I wanted to do. 

It was about that time my father 
pulled up and asked me if I was satis-
fied with my work. I told him I was. 
He pointed at the yard and said that 
he wasn’t, that he was disappointed 
because he knew that I could do a 
much better job. He told me to go 
back over the entire yard again – and 
this time to do it correctly, like he 
showed me. I was hurt, upset and 
little embarrassed. 

I can imagine that Abram must 
have felt a little like this when God 

came to him after promising him 
children too numerous to count 
(Gen. 15:4-6). Abram then proceed-
ed to listen to his wife and do things 
his own way (Gen 16:1-5). And God 
still promised Abram his own heirs 
(Gen 17: 3-6). Abram had failed to 
be patient while waiting on God’s 
plan. God’s way was taking too long. 
Abram was getting old and didn’t 
want to miss out on having a son to 
whom he could pass along the fami-
ly farm. But God was gentle and cor-
rected Abram. He pointed him in 
the right direction once again. And 
this time Abram, now Abraham, got 
it right (Gen. 17:5).

From failure to direction

I t is painful to be laughed at, es-
pecially by those who once were 

friends. However, Peter and James 
thought it was a good thing because 
they knew it meant God approved of 
them. Their life perspectives and be-
haviors had been changed when they 
became followers of Christ. No lon-
ger did they desire men’s approval. 
When one takes on God’s perspec-
tive, he changes sides. Former com-
panions become the enemy of the 
best. Rejections become rewards.

We should not be surprised when 
we find living among nonbelievers 
difficult. If you take your faith seri-
ously, you hold up a standard that 

incriminates world-loving people. A 
person whose life changes radically 
at conversion may experience con-
tempt from old friends. He may be 
scorned, not only because he refuses 
to participate in certain activities, 
but also because his priorities have 
changed and he is now heading in 
the opposite direction.  

The Jewish Christians were exiled 
primarily to gentile regions. Living 
among the gentiles, they had learned 
their ways (1 Pet. 4:1-4). Peter told 
them not only to abstain from these 
practices, but to also stay away from 
all occasions that would influence 
one to sin.  

People who are truly converted 
will not return to their past behav-
iors, though 
tempted by 
frowns or flat-
teries. Friends 
will often resort 
to blasphemy 
when challeng-
ing a believer’s 
faith by scorn-
ing God as well. 
The temper and 
behavior of true 
Christians will 
seem very strange to ungodly people. 
They can’t understand how anyone 

can believe anything so incredible 
or delight in what seems irksome, 

depend so much on 
hope or be zealous to 
serve.  

Peter adds in 1 
Peter 4 that the same 
people who were 
scoffing at them 
and speaking evil of 
them would have to 
give an account for 
their words. Though 
we meet God in the 
spirit, we will all be 

judged one day according to the way 
we lived out our faith in the flesh.  

Living in community

One of the hardest aspects of 
being a parent is discipline. 

From the moment 
a child comes into 
their lives, it is the 
parents’ responsi-
bility to make sure 
their child knows 
right from wrong. 
This means that 
much correction 
must take place. 
Our boys would 
feel differently, 
but my wife and I 
do not enjoy disci-
plining our children. Like so many 
parents, we want our children to 

make good grades. They are capable 
of doing so. All three are very smart, 

the teachers agree. 
They are A and B 
students. So any-
thing below that is 
cause for concern. 
The two letters 
that are punish-
able offenses are D 
and F. 

Recently, my 
wife and I were in 
the grocery store 
when approached 
by our youngest 

son’s science teacher. He was miss-
ing several assignments. We went 

home and began the discipline pro-
cess. Oh, how hard it was to see the 
tears in his eyes, but because we love 
him, we followed through. Correc-
tion is an obligation of a loving par-
ent. It is also the obligation of a lov-
ing heavenly Father. 

Miriam had rebelled (Num. 12:1). 
She spoke against Moses. She chal-
lenged his authority. It caused God 
to burn with anger. Her punishment 
was severe, but not as severe as it 
could have been. She was afflicted 
with leprosy for seven days (Num. 
12:15). She needed correction – as 
do I when I sin. I am thankful for 
a Father who loves me enough to 
correct my sinful behavior. Without 

His correction, I would be terrified 
to think whom I would become. We 
read in Proverbs, “For whom the 
Lord loves He reproves, even as a 
father corrects the son in whom he 
delights” (Prov. 3:12, NASB). 

As we walk through our daily lives 
and we see the correcting hand of 
the Father, it is a reminder of His 
love for us. So often, we just allow 
the beauty of our world to remind us 
of His love and greatness. But some-
times it is in those dark moments of 
correction that we are most aware of 
His love. 

I do not like correction, but 
knowing He does it for my own good 
makes it bearable. 

From failure to correction

ExplorE thE BiBlE

octoBEr 21, 2012

Joy Ross
member

First Baptist, Van Buren

Scripture passage:
1 Peter 4:1-12

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
octoBEr 14, 2012

Daniel Haigwood
pastor

Hermitage Baptist, Hermitage

Scripture passages:
Genesis 15:4-6; 16:1-5; 17:3-6,15-19

BiBlE StudiES For liFE 
octoBEr 21, 2012

Daniel Haigwood
pastor

Hermitage Baptist, Hermitage

Scripture passages:
Exodus 15:19-21; 

Numbers 12:1-3, 8-13, 15

answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you 
have” (1 Pet. 3:15, NIV 1984). 

You may not be able to keep peo-
ple from attacking you, but you can 
quit giving them ammunition. Use a 
gentle, respectable manner to answer 
anyone who asks why you believe as 
you do. All of our conduct should 
be above criticism as Christians. 

Baptism is important for new 
Christians. It tells the world we iden-
tify with Christ, are separated from 
the lost and have been given a new 
life. It is a symbol of what happens 
in the hearts of believers. As Chris-
tians, our consciences are cleansed 

by Christ’s blood. This is the foun-
dation for salvation. We should not 
fear suffering, but 
see it as a privilege, 
because it is in 
standing firm in 
our faith that our 
real values come 
forth, strength-
ening our faith. 
Jesus revealed to 
the entire spiritu-
al realm that He is 
King of all when 
He was crucified and resurrected.

The way we live reflects our faith, 
so we should rejoice in trials, because 

it is in those difficult times that faith 
is tested and proven. Testing hones 

our character and 
purifies our souls. 
Experiencing pain, 
fear of death or per-
secution causes us to 
prove that “we know 
that in all things 
God works for the 
good of those who 
love him, who have 
been called accord-
ing to his purpose” 

(Rom. 8:28). It is in these times that 
we focus on spiritual greatness rather 
than worldly pleasures.

ExplorE thE BiBlE

octoBEr 14, 2012

Joy Ross
member

First Baptist, Van Buren

Scripture passage:
 1 Peter 3:13-22
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Wynona Bradley served 
ABSC and SBC ministries
RUSSELLVILLE – Wynona McNeely 
Bradley, 75, of Russellville, died Sept. 
2 after a brief battle with cancer. She 
lived most her adult life in Dermott 
and Fordyce.

Prior to her death, the Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN) staff 
interviewed Bradley for an ar-
ticle on her ministry volunteer 
work.

Bradley spent a number of 
years working on Arkansas 
Baptist disaster relief feeding 
crews all across the nation before ar-
thritis finally forced her to “retire” 
from the ministry.

But Bradley wasn’t ready to hang 
up her volunteering shoes.

“I realized that I wasn’t happy just 
sitting at home, so one day when I 
was in Little Rock, I went by to visit 
Bob Fielding (at the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention) and told him 
I needed a job where I could sit most 
of the time,” she said.

Fielding, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) missions minis-
tries team member, contacted Doug 
Hixson, an Arkansas Baptist serving 
as a church planter at Connection 
Church in Spearfish, S.D., to see if 
he had a job for Bradley. 

After emailing back and forth with 
Hixson several times, Bradley said 

Hixson offered her a summer posi-
tion assisting him in his ministry. 
Bradley spent the summer working 
with mission teams to canvass the 

neighborhoods around Con-
nection Church. 

When Bradley returned 
home to Russellville at the end 
of the summer, she realized she 
still wasn’t ready to give up vol-
unteering in ministry.

“The Hixsons were such a 
joy to work with that I decided 

I didn’t want to stop, so I sent out 
resumes to several conventions, ask-
ing if they needed volunteer help,” 
said Bradley.

Her inquiries eventually led to an 
opportunity to work at the Wyoming 
Southern Baptist Convention in 
Casper, Wyo., as a ministry assistant. 

According to her obituary, along 
with serving in these capacities, she 
is remembered for her commitment 
and service to the Arkansas Baptist 
camp at Camp Paron and her vol-
unteer tours at the Southern Bap-
tist Convention conference centers 
in Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorieta, 
N.M.

She also served on the Arkansas 
Woman’s Missionary Union Execu-
tive Board, according to ABSC re-
cords.

 

BradleyIowa ‘mall pastor’ shares 
church outreach vision

Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

SPRINGDALE – When most peo-
ple go to a mall, they search for the 
perfect pair of shoes.  

Jim Parker goes to the mall to 
seek unbelievers and introduce 
them to Christ. 

In late 2009, Parker launched a 
church called “Sojourn.” The con-
gregation meets at the Mall of the 
Bluffs in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Parker started the church be-
cause of his frustration in the min-
istry at how few unbelievers came 
to worship.  

“As a youth pastor, I was wait-
ing for people to come to me,” he 
said.

“God put on me to go to where 
the people are,” he said. “So, I 
am walking at the mall and God 
showed me a harvest of people 
there. I counted 100 people in 5 
minutes!” 

There were two points against 
him. First, the idea of a church at 
a mall did not make sense.  

“I thought planting the church 
at a mall was the weirdest thing 
ever,” he said.

 Then, he realized he could not 
speak easily with others because of 
his shyness.  

 That’s when he came up with 
an idea to pass out free ice cream 
cones. He called it “ice cream and 
answers.” 

“I’m going to let the Spirit of 
God bring them to me,” he re-
members thinking. 

During Christmas that year, he 
gave out 16,000 ice cream cones 
and had 300 deep conversations. 

People asked questions as sim-
ple as, “How do I potty train?” to 
this from a 9-year-old: “How will 

my mom take care of us now that 
Dad is in jail?” 

He still gives out free ice cream 
as an opportunity to share Christ. 

“A favorite place to share is at 
the mall food court where there’s 
an unlimited supply of soda,” he 
joked.

Parker recalled a recent con-
version, which began at the food 
court. Shane, a janitor at the mall, 
told the pastor, “I believe in satan-
ism and read the satanic bible. It 
expresses who I really am.” 

“Let’s take my satanic bible 
and compare it to yours,” he chal-
lenged Parker. 

Parker liked the idea. 
“I knew once he looked at the 

Word of God he’d become a be-
liever,” he said.  

The two men searched the 
Scriptures for months over sodas. 
Today, the man follows Christ and 
attends a 6 a.m. Bible study. 

Parker said he finally led him to 
Christ at the mall Hallmark store.

“He never would’ve found me 
in my office,” he said.

The Iowa church planter spoke 
at Brush Creek Baptist Church in 
Springdale as part of an On Mis-
sion Celebration hosted by Wash-
ington Madison Baptist Associa-
tion Sept. 21-23.  

Twenty-five other missionaries 
from six states and nine countries 
also shared about their ministries 
in 22 churches in the association.  

“The association supports So-
journ Church financially each 
month and has sent volunteer 
teams in the past to work with 
him,” said Ron Lomax, the associ-
ation’s director of missions.  “We 
hope to send a team next year.”

Lisa Falknor is the northwest corre-
spondent for the Arkansas Baptist News.

HUNDREDS OF BAPTIST Colle-
giate Ministry (BCM) students across 
Arkansas will participate Thursday, 
Oct. 11 in Engage24, a coordinated 
evangelism event that encourages stu-
dents to witness on campus.

The objective is “to see every col-
lege student involved in our collegiate 
ministries share the gospel clearly and 
fully with one person,” said Lynn 
Loyd, missions consultant for the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

(ABSC) collegiate ministry team.
Loyd said BCM activities on Ar-

kansas campuses include area church-
es participating in “rooftop prayer” 
at Arkansas Tech University in Rus-
sellville, an Engage retreat for evan-
gelism training at the University of 
Central Arkansas in Conway and a 
campus revival in cooperation with 
local churches and the Conway Bap-
tist Association at the University of 
Arkansas-Fort Smith.

Engage24 set for October 11

Terri Eaton (right), pastor of Brush Creek Baptist Church in Springdale, and members of the 
church pray for Iowa church planter Jim Parker (center), pastor of Sojourn Church that meets 
at the Malls of the Bluffs in Iowa. Photo by Lisa Falknor
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