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Trumann church organist 
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and counting
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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 12.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to advertise 
for your church, ministry or business. 

You can now submit a classified ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Bruce Qualls, pastor of Mount Pleasant Southern 
Baptist Church, Mount Pleasant, performs a dramatic 
re-enactment of an early “country preacher” during 
the 175th celebration of the Rocky Bayou Baptist 
Association Oct. 12. Read story on page 2.
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Congress prayer tradition  
upheld by federal judge 

WASHINGTON (BP)  – 
The constitutionality of 
legislative prayer gained re-
affirmation Oct. 11 when 
a federal court dismissed 
an atheist’s challenge of 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives’ right to bar him 
from delivering an invoca-
tion.

Federal Judge Rosemary 
Collyer of the District of 
Columbia said U.S. Su-
preme Court precedent 
undergirds the long tra-
dition of prayer to open 
congressional sessions 
and the House’s rules 
in carrying out the prac-
tice. Collyer’s support for  
legislative prayer in Con-
gress came three months 
after a federal appeals 
court invalidated the prac-
tice in a North Carolina 
county.

Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan  –  as well as a 
Southern Baptist/evan-
gelical prayer leader – ex-
pressed gratitude for the 
decision.

Ryan said he is grateful 
the House “can continue 
to begin its work each day 
as we have for centuries: 
taking a moment to pray 
to God.”

“Recently, especially 
following the return of 
Majority Whip Steve 
Scalise [who was critically 
injured by a gunman in 
June], this institution has 
been reminded about 
the power of prayer,”  
Ryan said.

Ronnie Floyd,  presi-
dent of the National Day 
of Prayer and former presi-
dent of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, said he is 
thankful the judge upheld 
the prayer tradition in 
Congress.

“The freedom of reli-
gion should exist in every 
corner of American life, 
including when Congress 
meets in session,” said 
Floyd, senior pastor of 
Cross Church in northwest  
Arkansas.

Jones

WALNUT RIDGE – Tom 
Jones, president of Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) since 
2012, has announced that he 
will leave Williams later this 
year for a position on the exec-
utive management staff of the 
California Baptist Foundation. 

“It has been my humble 
honor and privilege 
to have served as presi-
dent, and I am grate-
fully indebted for the 
wonderful opportunity 
the Board of Trustees 
has given me these past 
5½ years,” Jones said. 
“During that time, I 
have been blessed to 
serve with incredible board 
members, faculty, staff and 
denominational leaders who 
have unfailingly expressed 
their support for the univer-
sity.” 

Jones is the sixth presi-
dent in the 76-year history 

of Williams. The school has 
enjoyed a number of major 
advancements during his ten-
ure, including last month’s 
announcement of WBC’s up-
coming name change to Wil-
liams Baptist University and a 
7 percent jump in enrollment 
this fall. The university has ex-

panded its academic 
and athletic programs 
significantly and re-
ceived several major 
gifts, including a $3 
million estate in 2016. 

During Jones’ 
presidency, Williams 
completed construc-
tion of the Belle Hall 

residence facility and renova-
tions that resulted in the Billie 
Harty Dining Room, Eagles 
Athletic Annex, Joy Ring Stu-
dent Success Center and Jerry 
D. Gibbens Atrium. Williams 
also added 42 acres to its cam-
pus footprint, giving the Wal-

nut Ridge institution a campus 
of nearly 250 acres. 

“Though Gail and I are 
looking forward to this new 
challenge and what it means 
for our family, we are confi-
dent in the future of WBU 
and the people who accom-
plish so much through their 
extraordinary commitment to 
our Lord,” Jones said. 

Board Chair J.R. Cox of 
Walnut Ridge said, “We are 
excited for Tom and Gail as 
they pursue this new opportu-
nity, but we are also sad to see 
a very effective president and 
these wonderful friends move 
away. The good news is that 
Dr. Jones is leaving Williams 
in great shape, which will be a 
tremendous asset as we move 
ahead with our search for the 
next president.” 

Cox announced that Ken-
neth Startup, history profes-
sor and former academic dean 

at Williams, will serve as in-
terim president. A presiden-
tial search committee will be 
named in coming days, and 
the university will publicize de-
tails of the search at that time. 

Jones’ resignation will be ef-
fective Dec. 1. A reception in 
honor of Jones and his wife, 
Gail, will be held Thursday, 
Nov. 16, in the rotunda of 
Swaim Administration Build-
ing. The drop-in reception will 
be from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Jones will be serving with 
the California Baptist Founda-
tion, which raises and manag-
es financial resources for Cali-
fornia Southern Baptists. The 
foundation currently manages 
more than $100 million for 
Baptists and their ministries. 

Williams is a Christian uni-
versity in Walnut Ridge. It is 
owned and operated by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention.

Rocky Bayou celebrates 175 years

Ronnie Toon, associational missionary of Independence Baptist Association 
(left), congratulates S.D. Hacker, associational missionary of Rocky Bayou Baptist 
Association, for 25 years of service to the association. A 175th celebration of the 
Rocky Bayou Baptist Association was held Oct. 12 at Melbourne First Baptist Church.

MELBOURNE – Rocky Bayou 
Baptist Association celebrated 
its 175th year and the 25th 
year of service of Associational 
Missionary S.D. Hacker Oct. 
12 at Melbourne First Baptist 
Church.

Rocky Bayou Baptist Asso-
ciation began in 1833, which 
makes it one of the oldest Bap-
tist associations west of the 
Mississippi River, according to 
Bruce Qualls, pastor of Mount 
Pleasant Southern Baptist 
Church, Mount Pleasant, who 
performed a dramatic re-en-
actment of an early “country 
preacher” during the meeting.

During the evening, Hacker 
was presented a plaque recog-
nizing his 25 years of service 
to the association by Ronnie 
Toon, associational missionary 
of Independence Baptist Asso-
ciation, where Hacker served 
prior to going to Rocky Bayou. 
Toon is president of Arkansas 
Baptist associational mission-
aries fellowship.

Additionally, Brad Baine, 
vice president for academic 
affairs at Williams Baptist 

College, presented plaques to 
Hacker in recognition of the 
association’s anniversary and 
his tenure in the association.

The evening also featured 
special music and a multime-
dia presentation. A second 
session of the annual meeting 
was held the following night, 
Oct. 13, at New Hope Baptist 
Church in Hardy.

Information provided 
by Qualls said the original 
churches forming Rocky Bayou 
Baptist Association were locat-
ed in northern Arkansas and 
southern Missouri. 

Rocky Bayou Baptist 
Church in Izard County, “the 
mother church of the associa-
tion,” was constituted in 1832 
under the leadership of pastor 
David Orr, said Qualls.

“For six years, from 1833 to 
1839, Orr’s salary was paid by 
the Ladies’ Western Associa-
tion of Providence, Rhode Is-
land, thus connecting the mis-
sion work in Arkansas with the 
historic First Baptist Church 
of America, founded by Roger 
Williams in the 17th century,” 

Qualls wrote in a summary of 
the association’s history.

“The mission-minded as-
sociation continued to plant 
churches and support mission 
work for the next 184 years. 
For several years the Rocky 
Bayou Association, due to the 
turmoil of the Civil War and 
its aftermath, did not hold an-

nual meetings,” said Qualls, 
adding, “As the association cel-
ebrated its 175th annual meet-
ing, it proclaimed the faithful-
ness of God and of those who 
served Jesus Christ from the 
founding of churches on the 
frontier to the 28 churches 
that comprise the association 
today.”

One of the oldest associations west of the Mississippi

Read breaking news and features online at arkansasbaptist.org
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Former President Bush  
speaks at Union University 

JACKSON, Tenn. – For-
mer President George W. 
Bush shared stories of his 
time in the White House, 
talked about his faith in 
Jesus Christ and encour-
aged college students to be 
involved in public service 
at Union University’s 20th 
annual Scholarship Ban-
quet Oct. 17. 

The event, held at the 
Carl Perkins Civic Center 
in Jackson, Tenn., drew 
1,500 people who heard 
the former president dis-
cuss a variety of topics in 
a 50-minute Q-and-A ses-
sion with Union President 
Samuel W. “Dub” Oliver. 

“Do it,” Bush replied to 
a question about what he 
would say to college stu-
dents considering public 
service. “It’s ugly at times. 
But first of all, you live in 
a fabulous country; and 
therefore, you have a duty 
to serve your country one 
way or another. You can 
serve your country by feed-
ing the hungry or by teach-
ing a child to read. 

“You can serve your 
country in the military,” 
Bush continued. “And 
you can serve your coun-
try by being involved with 
the political process. It’s 
tough. People say things 
about you that you may 
not like. But don’t go into 
politics to be liked. Go 
into politics to do what 
you think is right for the 
country.” 

Bush talked about his 
conversion to Christianity 
as a 40-year-old man when 
he was drinking too much. 
Evangelist Billy Graham 
came into his life through 
his friendship with Bush’s 
parents and gave Bush a 
Bible. Bush began reading 
it, became a Christian and 
credits Jesus Christ with 
helping him overcome his 
alcohol addiction. 

That Christian faith 
ended up inf luencing 
many of his policies, Bush 
said.

A member of an Oklahoma chapter of FAITH Riders displays his colors, quoting  
2 Peter 3:9 (NASB), “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slow-
ness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance.” Photo submitted by Jeff Hairston

Annual meeting officer
candidates announced

188 bikers find 
Jesus at annual
BBB rally in NWA
FAYETTEVILLE – It’s the 
time of year that quickens the 
pulse of Jeff Hairston and fel-
low members of FAITH Riders 
at Cross Church.

And can you blame them? 
After all, they get the oppor-
tunity to witness to thousands 
of motorcyclists from across 
the country who converge on 
Fayetteville each year for the 
Bikes, Blues and BBQ (BBB) 
motorcycle rally. This year the 
rally was held Sept. 20-23.

The rally, started in 2000 by 
Richard Watson, Fayetteville 
police chief, attracts an average 
of 325,000 to 375,000 people 
from all walks of 
life, race, gender 
and economic 
status to the 
area. 

This year, 
Hairston and 
other FAITH 
Riders shared 
a 3-minute tes-
timony with 
1,264 BBB par-
ticipants over 
the rally’s three-
and-a-half days. 
By the end of the rally, 188 
people had made professions 
of faith in Jesus Christ, accord-
ing to Hairston.

The event is also the world’s 
largest charity motorcycle rally, 
according to Tommy Sisemore, 
BBB executive director. Since 
2000 BBB has donated $1.6 
million to northwest Arkansas 
charities, said Sisemore.

FAITH Riders is a national 
ministry that started in 2002 
in Lakeland, Fla. It is one of 
the largest evangelical out-
reaches in Arkansas, and the 
ministry is made up of at least 
250 chapters nationwide with 
the bulk of them being in 
the Southeast. FAITH Riders 
chapters are based out of local 
Southern Baptist churches. 

In addition to the Cross 
Church chapter members, 
FAITH Riders from Alabama, 
Indiana, Louisiana, Missouri 
and Oklahoma joined to share 
their testimonies on how 
Christ has changed their lives 
at the event’s FAITH Riders 

tent. FAITH Riders volunteers 
witnessed to people who sim-
ply would not step foot into a 
church, said Hairston. 

“It is sometimes difficult as 
Christians today to share our 
faith,” said Hairston, the Ar-
kansas director of FAITH Rid-
ers. “We do everything else ex-
cept share our faith. What this 
has done is it has allowed us as 
FAITH Riders to take a hobby 
that we have, a passion that we 
have for motorcycles, and use 
it to connect with these people 
who come under our tent.”  

Bob Bova, FAITH Rid-
ers assistant director, added, 

“Our goal is to 
share with as 
many people as 
we can. It is all 
about planting 
a seed. If we can 
do that, then 
that is the great-
est part.”

Hairston said 
he eventually 
wants to start 
a Christian 
concert during 
BBB where well-

known Christian artists would 
perform and the plan of salva-
tion would be presented. 

“It can be overwhelming; it 
is so loud, so hectic, and there 
is so much chaos. But in the 
eye of the storm, there is this 
FAITH Rider ministry tent 
where people are ready to share 
their faith, be bold with their 
faith, and tell people about the 
Lord,” Hairston said. 

In addition to FAITH Rid-
ers, Southern Baptist churches 
doing outreach during BBB 
included South Main Baptist 
Church in Crossett, which 
joined with First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, to wash 
motorcycles and hand out 
Bibles, tracts and air gauges 
– all while sharing the gospel. 
Other area churches held biker 
events and witnessed along 
Dickson Street.

This story was written by Lau-
ren Merlene, a student at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas in Fayetteville, 
with additional reporting by the 
Arkansas Baptist News staff.

FAITH Rider David Donaghe prays 
with a couple during the rally.

LITTLE ROCK – Anticipat-
ed nominations for officers 
to serve at the 2018 Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) Annual Meeting have 
been announced.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, 
ABSC executive director, said 
he has been notified that the 
following individuals are ex-
pected to be nominated for 
convention offices at the 
ABSC Annual Meeting Nov. 
7-8 to be held at First Bap-
tist Church in Russellville. 

Annual meeting officers
President – Greg Sykes, pas-

tor, First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, to be nominated by 
Jeff Paxton, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Dover.

First vice president – 
Wyman Richardson, pas-
tor, Central Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, to be 
nominated by John McCal-
lum, pastor, First Baptist  

Church, Hot Springs.
Second vice president – 

George Goynes, pastor, Mace-
donia Baptist Church, Dod-
dridge, to be nominated by 
Craig Jenkins, pastor, Beech 
Street First Baptist Church, 
Texarkana.

Pastors’ Conf. officers
President – John McCal-

lum, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, to be 
nominated by Ken Shad-
dox, pastor, Park Hill Baptist 
Church, North Little Rock.

Vice president – Chanson 
Newborn, pastor, Fellowship 
Community Church, Forrest 
City, to be nominated by Sam 
Roberts, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart.

Treasurer – Aaron Mat-
thews, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Lowell, to be nomi-
nated by Russell Threet, pas-
tor, First Baptist Church, 
Mena.
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Russellville FBC: A special place in my heart
R ussellville First Baptist 

Church – the site of 
this year’s convention annual 
meeting – holds a very special 
place in my heart.

It was in the mid-1980s that 
I relocated to 
the River Val-
ley as a single 
man to start 
a new job at 
what was then 
the Courier-Democrat newspa-
per in Russellville.

There are times in all of our 
lives that seem more impact-
ful and more significant, and 
that is what residing in the 
Russellville area and attend-
ing First Baptist were for me. 

Being a southeast Missouri 
boy and completely unfa-
miliar with the area, I soon 
found a home at the singles 
ministry through First Bap-
tist.

In those days the singles 

ministry of the church in-
cluded singles of all ages, and 
it met in an old house on the 
property of the church called 
The Agape House.

While learning the ropes 
of my new job 
and enjoying 
the beauti-
ful area that 
makes up the 
River Valley, 

the singles ministry of the 
church provided me with 
a safe place to connect and 
grow in my love for Jesus 
Christ.

During this time I first 
got involved in Bible Study 
Fellowship classes with fel-
low First Baptist members 
and other Christians in the 
community. Bible Study Fel-
lowship is an interdenomi-
national Bible study ministry 
that provides in-depth Bible 
classes with the purpose of 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

“producing passionate com-
mitment to Christ, His Word 
and His Church,” according 
to the organization. 

What a special time it was!
I recall vividly to this day 

gathering at a local church 
in the community on a week 
night in a sanctuary filled to 
capacity with the sound of 
hundreds singing the great 
songs of the faith a cappella 
prior to the start of Bible 
study.

Working at the local news-
paper afforded me access 
to the leaders of the city of 
Russellville and surrounding 
communities, whom I found 
governed with integrity and 
pride for their communities 
and, many times, were people 
of faith themselves.

Over the years the memo-
ries fade, but while going 
through some personal items 
in preparation for our return 

to Arkansas from the Atlanta 
area several years ago, I ran 
across a shoebox filled with 
notes and 
letters from 
a number of 
city and civic 
leaders from 
Russellville 
during my 
time there. 
I smiled as 
I read notes 
of encour-
agement for 
articles I had 
written, or 
events I had 
reported on, 
that brought 
attention to 
their commu-
nity.

In 1985, 
while on the 
newspaper’s 
staff, I at-
tended the 
introductory 
press conference for Nolan 
Richardson, arguably the best 
basketball coach ever at the 
University of Arkansas.

Also in Russellville, 
through the singles ministry 
of the church, I met Pamm, 
my future bride.

The rest, you could say, is 
history.

We were married on Feb. 8, 
1986, in the old sanctuary at 
First Baptist, which today has 
been repurposed for use by 
the student ministry.

Recently, on a tour of the 
newly completed sanctuary 
and facilities of First Baptist, 
I paused and thought about 
the many memories I had of 
my time serving in the church 
and community.

While time passes, and 
people and the churches they 
attend change, the abiding 

love of Jesus Christ and his 
purpose for our lives do not. 

It is hard to believe that it 
has been 
more than 
30 years 
since Pamm 
and I 
voiced our 
marriage 
vows at 
First Bap-
tist, but in 
God’s time 
it is the 
blink of an 
eye.

The 
ministry 
of faith 
that God 
allowed 
me to be a 
part of in 
Russellville 
undoubt-
edly helped 
shape who 
I am today, 

and I am grateful for it.
I have learned over the 

years to count as a blessing 
the journey of the Christian 
faith – both its highs and its 
lows.

I encourage Arkansas Bap-
tists to count their many bless-
ings as we celebrate the work 
of God across our great state 
Nov. 7-8 during our annual 
convention meeting.

Today is the day of the Lord 
that we should cherish, as we 
march boldly with purpose 
and resolve to make Jesus 
Christ known in our commu-
nities, our state and around 
the world.

It will pass with the blink of 
an eye.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News. Contact him at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Newlyweds Tim and Pamm Yarbrough walk
the aisle of First Baptist Church, Russellville, 
on Feb. 8, 1986.
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T he annual meeting of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) is upon us! I hope you are making 

plans this year to join us for the Pastors’ Conference and 
the annual meeting Nov. 6-8 at First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville. We will handle some business, elect new officers 
and hear powerful and challenging messages along with 
heartfelt worship, and we will laugh and fellowship. But 
the underlying theme of all we do will be 
to draw close to God and celebrate His 
incredible blessings on this family and net-
work of churches called Arkansas Baptists.

Several elements of those three days 
will immediately stand out. The spiritual 
impact of the annual Pastors’ Conference, 
led by Greg Sykes, president; Wyman Richardson, vice 
president and James Guthrie, treasurer, will be experi-
enced through incredible speakers and worship. We will 
close out Monday with The Link, an afterparty fellowship 
hosted by the ABSC agencies and institutions. You will 
appreciate the kind and gracious leadership during each 
annual meeting session by ABSC president Sam Roberts, 

first vice president John McCallum and second vice presi-
dent Craig Collier. You will hear incredible reports of 
God’s blessing on our agencies and institutions. You will 
appreciate the ethnic and cultural diversity at this meeting 
that reflects our great state. You will hear testimonies that 
reveal our cooperative kingdom impact as well as testimo-
nies from state missions, church planting and the ministry 

to internationals. You will be part of a 
church planting commissioning Tuesday 
night as part of a mission celebration. We 
will continue our statewide emphasis on 
prayer by having focused times of prayer. 
The young leaders’ panel and lunch will be 
exciting as always.

My prayer and goal are that you will depart this meeting 
personally and spiritually refreshed, have a renewed sense 
of your value to Arkansas Baptists and the kingdom and be 
deeply appreciative of the impact of our work together. 

We will be looking for you. 
.J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director at the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention (ABSC).

P arents, it is imperative to 
embrace the gospel and share 

it at home with children. The 
sharing of the gospel at home 
paved the way for young Timothy 
to become a believer (2 Tim. 3:14-
17) and impact the lives of others 
with the gospel. 

Parents sharing the gospel to 
listening children will forge a 
path in their hearts to respond to 
the gospel in faith (Rom. 10:17). 
Children will be convicted of 
their sin, be convinced of the 
gospel and commit their lives 
to Christ. Teach children gospel 
presentations. Demonstrate a va-
riety of ways to share the gospel, 
including memorized presenta-
tions, gospel tracts, personal testi-
mony and more. Share the gospel 
with others and model for your 
children how to share the gospel. 
Regularly share stories of gospel 
interactions.

Recently, our family experi-
enced a variety of opportunities 
to share the gospel. I listened to 
a podcast on sharing the gospel 
using the “3 Circles: Live Conver-
sation Guide.” I downloaded the 
app and shared with my children 
how to use that gospel presenta-
tion with others. My oldest son 
shared the presentation with his 
discipleship group and encour-
aged them to practice sharing the 
gospel. One of those guys was his 
younger brother who came home 
and practiced sharing the gospel 
with our family.

This week God opened a door 
to share with an air-conditioning 
technician working at our home. 
It was a divine appointment to 
share the gospel using the “3 
Circles” presentation. I shared 
the story at the dinner table. We 
prayed for God to work.

That same evening, my daugh-
ter, while watching a group of 
children at church, had the op-
portunity to share the gospel with 
a 3 year old who was asking ques-
tions. We enjoyed hearing her 
share the story at home.

It’s important to create a cul-
ture in our homes where it is nor-
mal, natural and expected that we 
will be sensitive to share the gospel 
any time. The fields are white for 
harvest. Pray for harvesters.

Ben Phillips is a member of the 
ABSC evangelism and church health 
team.

R ecently I celebrated my 58th birthday. To some that 
means I’m still a young pup; to others, well, you get 

the picture! Over the past few years, social media have 
added an extra blessing to birthday celebrations.  I spent a 
few hours on my birthday, reading through all the “Happy 
Birthday” greetings and sending a personal reply to each 
Facebook friend for each post. While reflecting on the day, 
I had the following thought which I posted shortly before 
going to bed on Oct. 16.

“Sure appreciate all the birthday greetings! Thanks to 
each of you for taking time to post a mes-
sage. The joy I feel from reading these 
posts, reminds me of how just a few words 
can brighten someone’s day. Our words 
can make a huge difference in this world. 
Let’s all be good stewards of our words.”

Our words can make a huge difference 
in this world. Depending on the words we 
choose and the manner in which we speak them, we can 
make a positive or a negative difference. In writing about 
the power of our words, James reminded us of this impor-
tant truth: “With the tongue we bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse people who are made in God’s like-
ness. Blessing and cursing come out of the same mouth. 
My brothers and sisters, these things should not be this 
way” (James 3:9-10, CSB). 

Throughout the letters of Paul, we are reminded of the 
importance within the Body of Christ to “build each other 
up,” “encourage one another” and “pursue what promotes 
peace.” To the believers in Ephesus he wrote: “Be filled by 

the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs, singing and making music with your heart 
to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18-19, CSB). And, we would do well 
to remember Paul’s instruction to the Church in regard 
to the words we use with those in the family of God. “Let 
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that 
you may know how you should answer each person” (Col. 
4:6, CSB).

When we speak of stewardship in the Church, we most 
often refer to the three Ts: Time, Talent and Treasure. In a 

world that desperately needs the Church to 
be salt and light, it’s time we add another T 
to the mix: Tongue. The stewardship of the 
tongue is in much need today, both within 
the Church and in our conversations with 
those outside the Church. Yes, we are to 
“speak the truth,” but we are to speak the 
truth “in love.”

As I grow older, and hopefully more mature in my rela-
tionship with Christ and love for the Church and those 
outside of the Church, I find myself paying more atten-
tion to my words. How can you be a better steward of your 
words? How can you build up the Body through the words 
you speak? How can you reflect the Christ inside you to 
the world outside you through the words you speak and 
the words you post? 

Our words can make a huge difference in this world. 
Let’s all be good stewards of our words.

Sam Roberts is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Stutt-
gart and president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

Share the gospel at home It’s time to celebrate! 

Let’s be good stewards of our words

President’s 
Perspective
Sam Roberts

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

The change in your pocket can help
secure the future of your Baptist newspaper!

Support ongoing development efforts and secure the future of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) as a voice for Arkansas Baptists for future generations 
by signing up and using the new MustardSeed app. Once you sign up and 
choose the ABN as the recipient, each time you make a purchase with your 
credit or debit card, the entire purchase amount is rounded up to the nearest 
dollar and donated. It’s easy to sign up! Visit mustardseedapp.org/abnews.



November 2, 20176 Editorial & aBSC agEnCiES

A s Ouachita Baptist 
University begins its 

132nd year as a Christ-cen-
tered learning community, 
our campus is experiencing 
significant growth and mo-
mentum.

Perhaps most signifi-
cantly, Ouachita welcomed 
448 first-time freshmen to 
campus this 
fall – a 17.9 
percent gain 
over the pre-
vious year’s 
incoming 
class and one of Ouachita’s 
largest freshman class in-
creases in recent history.

More than just numbers, 
that increase represents 
hundreds of young people 
who will be shaped and in-
fluenced over the next four 
years by dedicated faculty 
and staff who are commit-
ted to a love of God and a 
love of learning. In turn, 
many of those students will 
graduate and become lead-
ers in their local churches, 
communities and careers 
throughout Arkansas and 
beyond.

President Ben Sells also 
recently announced to 
trustees that Ouachita has 
completed fundraising for 

the $2 million renovation of 
Berry Bible Building and ad-
dition of the Horne Center 
for Biblical Preaching. Berry 
Bible Building, a two-story 
classroom and office building, 
is home to Ouachita’s Pruet 
School of Christian Studies.

The construction and 
renovation project, which 

will include 
2,200 square 
feet of new 
construction 
and approxi-
mately 9,730 

square feet of renovated 
space, is set to begin in Janu-
ary and be completed in time 
for the start of the fall 2018 
semester. The Horne Center 
for Biblical Preaching, named 
in honor of former Ouachita 
President Rex Horne, will fea-
ture a state-of-the-art preach-
ing lab for Christian studies 
students. 

Other recent university 
milestones include:

– Ranked as the No. 1 pri-
vate university in Arkansas by 
niche.com. 

– Posted the top university 
graduation rate among all 
22 of Arkansas’ institutions 
of higher education, both 
private and public, that grant 
baccalaureate degrees, accord-

ing to data compiled by the 
National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics. 

– More than nine out 
of 10 Ouachita graduates 
either have jobs or are ac-
cepted to graduate school 
within six months of gradu-
ation.

– Received a $1 million 
gift to the President’s In-
novation Fund from a first-
time Ouachita donor inter-
ested in providing resources 
to help fund the university’s 
strategic growth plans. 

– Recognized in the top 5 
percent nationally as “Best 
for the Money” by USA 
Today/CollegeFactual.com. 

– Named among “Ameri-
ca’s Top Colleges” by Forbes 
for the ninth consecutive 
year.

– Listed among “Best 
National Liberal Arts Col-
leges” by U.S. News & World 
Report for the seventh con-
secutive year.

Do you know a high 
school student who would 
be a great fit for Ouachita? 
Invite that student to learn 
more by visiting obu.edu.

Trennis Henderson is vice 
president for communications 
at Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity.

Ouachita celebrates growth 

Ouachita Baptist
Trennis Henderson

Cases of religious discrimination increase
A ccording to a report by 

First Liberty Institute 
titled Undeniable, the num-
ber of documented incidents 
of religious 
discrimination 
increased 15 
percent in 2016 
compared to 
2015. Between 
2011 and 2016, 
the cases increased by 133 
percent (from 600 to more 
than 1,400 incidents). 

First Liberty Institute, a 

Faith & Ethics
Larry Page

nonprofit legal organization, 
concentrates on defending 
religious freedom in the U.S. 
Since 2004, it has compiled 

data on re-
ligious free-
dom cases 
and began 
publishing 
its annual 
report, Unde-

niable, in 2012. 
Kelly Shackleford, president 

of First Liberty Institute, said, 
“We are in battle right now 

for religious freedom in the 
future of our country.” He 
and others with the group are 
confident that attacks on re-
ligious freedom will continue 
to increase.

The Institute’s 
research is com-
piled from court 
filings across the 
country and from 
news outlets and 
communiqués 
from groups, such 
as the Freedom 
from Religion 
Foundation, an 
atheist and anti-
Christian organization.

Justin Butterfield, editor-in-
chief of the Undeniable study 
and a Harvard Law School 
graduate, pointed out that his 
researchers looked specifically 
for cases where an individual 
or business owner was illegally 
restricted from, or prosecuted 
for, practicing his or her faith.  

The annual report reflects 
religious liberty cases in four 
groupings: religious liberty 
attacks in churches and min-
istries, in schools, in the mili-
tary and in businesses and 

workplaces.
Butterfield was asked why 

he thought that attacks on re-
ligious liberty are increasing. 
He responded, “The concept 
of religious freedom is unpop-
ular.” Some Americans, he 
said, are “increasingly hostile 
to religious beliefs that differ 
from their own.” 

He added that what makes 
America different from other 
countries is that Americans 
stubbornly fight for their 
faith.

“When people stand up for 
their religious liber-
ties, they win,” he 
said.

That is an en-
couraging word 
that should keep 
us diligent in 
protecting our 
fundamental rights 
to embrace and 
practice our faith. 
God would expect 

nothing less.
(Read related story on  

page 9).
Larry Page is executive direc-

tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council. Page speaks in 
churches about social and moral 
issues. For more information visit 
arfaith.org or email Page at llp@
arfaith.org.

Letters to the Editor

Gore column disappointing

For years I have received the 
Arkansas Baptist News through 
my church and have found 
Ken Gore’s column, Baptists 
Ask, to be helpful and infor-
mative. However his recent 
response to the question, 
“Where did Cain get his wife 
(Gen. 4:17)?” was somewhat 
disappointing.

He basically avoided an-
swering the question by leav-
ing the impression that there 
is “no simple answer.” The re-
sponse went on to give three 
suggestions to “heed regarding 
biblical reading protocol.” I 
agree those three protocols are 
valid in seeking answers where 
there are no biblically clear 
ones. They can also be applied 
where arguably no good and 
necessary inference can be 
made.

It appears to me the answer 
can be deduced by good and 
necessary inference from Gen-
esis 4:1-2; 5:1-5.   

First of all, Adam and Eve 
are clearly the progenitors of 
the human race. Since they 
were the first couple who had 
children – Cain, Abel and 
Seth – along with other sons 
and daughters, it logically fol-
lows that the children had to 
marry close relatives. About 20 
centuries later Abraham and 
Sarah, who were half-brother 
and sister, were married. Sec-
ondly, it was not until the Mo-
saic Law was given several cen-
turies later that close relatives 
were forbidden to marry.

While modern sensibilities 
find close relative marriages 
objectionable, that doesn’t 
mean we should shy away from 
what the Bible clearly implies 
about the past. It is true that 
such marriages are illegal now, 

and there are good genetic 
reasons for not marrying close 
relatives. Gore did say, “One 
could assume that she was a 
woman related to Cain,” but I 
believe it is stronger than just 
an assumption.

Larry M. Fisher
Beebe

Baptist education a blessing

My husband and I are huge 
fans of (Baptist) Christian 
higher education. Our daugh-
ter is a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University; both of our 
sons are graduates of Union 
University, and our grandson 
is a freshman at Williams Bap-
tist College (soon to be univer-
sity) this year.

We recently attended one 
of our grandson’s basketball 
games at Williams. Before the 
game began, everyone stood 
for the playing of the “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” and 
for prayer.  At the conclusion 
of the game both teams gath-
ered in the center of the court, 
made a circle, bowed their 
heads and prayed together. 

It was a blessing to be 
amongst a group of people 
like that and to consider the 
impact the instructors of the 
school would have on our 
grandson this year. The faculty 
is excellent, and the students 
will benefit tremendously 
from their influence. 

Having had personal expe-
riences with three of our fine 
(Baptist) Christian schools, 
we would highly recommend 
them as places to send your 
child for their higher educa-
tion.  

 
Martis Stephan
Trumann
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Moore, former music minister 
there, spoke directly to Martin, 
commending him for his faith-
fulness.

“I know as you look back 
over your life, you’ve seen 

more changes than any of us,” 
said Rodgers. “One thing that 
has not changed is your faith-
fulness to Jesus Christ.”

Moore added, “Jules, the 
task to which you have de-
voted yourself has been play-
ing an organ for over 80 years. 
The purpose of that devotion 
has been for you to bring glory 
and honor to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And, Jules, you have 
been so very faithful to both 
task and purpose.”

Martin’s service to the 

Trumann church organist celebrates 100th birthday
Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

TRUMANN – As a young 
boy in the 1920s, Jules Martin 
began taking piano lessons. 
Because his family didn’t own 
a piano, he drew a keyboard 
on a piece of cardboard and 
began to practice playing the 
notes he could imagine in his 
heart and mind, according to 
an article in the Poinsett County 
Democrat Tribune.

Since Martin’s humble be-
ginnings, when only he could 
hear his music, untold num-
bers of people in Trumann 
have sung the songs of the 
faith to his accompaniment 
as organist at First Baptist 
Church, Trumann. It’s a posi-
tion he has held for close to 
seven decades. Most of that 
time, his wife, Dorothy, has 
served as church pianist.

On Aug. 3, Martin cel-
ebrated his 100th birthday, 
and on Sunday, Aug. 6, the 
church recognized him for his 
milestone birthday and for his 
years of faithful service. The 
day brought accolades not only 
from family and friends, but 
also from the Arkansas gover-
nor, secretary of state and the 
state senate, said John Maley, 
senior pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Trumann.

“Jules and his wife Dorothy 
are a precious couple who love 
the Lord, the church, and the 
community. They have always 
been actively involved,” said 
Maley.

Several years ago, in 
an interview with the 
Democrat Tribune, Mar-
tin seemed to admit that 
while his memory may 
fade, his music has stayed 
with him.

“My memory is in my 
fingers,” Martin said. “I do 
well if I let my fingers play, 
but if I think, my brain 
messes me up,” he said.

Thinking about his 
centenarian friend who is 
more than twice his age, 
Maley said, “In a genera-
tion where a good church 
member shows up twice 
a month, Jules and Dorothy 
are there every Sunday morn-
ing, faithfully serving from the 
organ and piano.

“The word best used to de-
scribe Jules is faithful.”

Even with all the changes 
over the past 100 years, Mar-
tin’s faithfulness has been 
steadfast.

In a tribute video produced 
by First Baptist, Trumann, for 
the Sunday recognition, Tad 
Rogers, former pastor at the 
Trumann church, and Doug 

church actually began in 
1933 when the church voted 
to pay him $6 a month for 
janitorial services. Soon after 
being hired as church janitor, 
he was elected assistant pia-

nist. In January 1935 he was 
elected church pianist. Except 
for some years during World 
War II when he served in the 
military, Martin has played 
the piano or organ ever since 
for First Baptist, Trumann, 
according to the article in the 
Democrat Tribune. 

The Martins are not only 
beloved church members, 
but also beloved commu-
nity residents, where he has 
often played for graduations,  
baccalaureates and other  

special occasions.
“The people in Trumann 

know, love and respect the 
Martins,” said Maley.

In an interview with KAIT-
TV on Aug. 6, Martin seemed 

unfazed by all the atten-
tion coming his way from 
his church and communi-
ty. "I know it's maybe a lit-
tle rare for people to live 
to be 100, but it didn't 
occur to me that it means 
anything. Birthdays never 
meant much to me, it's 
another day," he said.  

When asked to share 
his advice for a long life, 
Martin echoed the Gold-
en Rule. 

"I treat people like I 
would like to be treated; 
I don't have any enemies 
that I know of; I try not to 

be mean to anybody," he said, 
adding that he doesn’t smoke 
or drink and has tried to live a 
“clean life.”

Church member Lenora 
Richardson offered a simple 
reflection of Martin and his 
long life of Christian service. 
“He’s had a beautiful life of 
music,” she said.

This article was compiled with 
reporting from Poinsett County 
Democrat Tribune. Contact mar-
garet at Margaret@arkansasbap-
tist.org.

LAST YEAR, Adam Venters 
remembers making his way 
through eight feet of flood 
damage in his in-laws’ Louisi-
ana home. 

“It was heartbreaking,” said 
the assistant Baptist campus 
minister at Metro Baptist Col-
legiate Ministry in Little Rock. 

So when the call came from 
Calvary Baptist Church in 
Beaumont, Texas, to help Hur-
ricane Harvey victims, Venters 
felt a sense of urgency. 

“I remembered how fast 
they needed response in Loui-
siana. There’s only a certain 
amount of time – three weeks 

– to mud-out a home,” he said.
If it’s not done within three 

weeks, he said, professionals 
need to finish the job because 
of the mold infestation. 

For three weekends in Sep-
tember, Arkansas Baptist col-
lege ministries sent teams to 
help Hurricane Harvey flood 
victims.  

The second and last week-
ends of the month, Venters 
took a team of 22 from the 
Metro Little Rock area, and 
Mike Sandusky, Baptist col-
legiate minister at Southern 
Arkansas University, took 11 
students to Beaumont, re-

spectively. Both groups found 
Calvary Baptist Church had 
turned into a community di-
saster relief force. 

Debby Martin, Calvary Bap-
tist children’s minister, ran the 
operations and command cen-
ter; Kevin Goodwin, student 
pastor, was one of the mud-out 
leaders, and Nathan Cothen, 
senior pastor, used a backhoe 
tractor to move debris. Venters 
said while Sunday morning 
worship at Calvary continued, 
other church programming 
would not resume until the 
end of October. 

“It is hard for me to try and 

Students serve following Harvey

start programs back with so 
many in the community hurt-
ing,” the pastor said.

Sandusky’s team helped re-
build four homes. 

“All four lost completely ev-
erything,” he said. “There is 
so much hurt going on in the 
area, but there are teams from 

all over the U.S. showing up 
on a daily basis to help.”  

The Metro group assisted 11 
families. Twenty-seven Ouachi-
ta Baptist University (OBU) 
students, staff and faculty also 
journeyed to Texas for disaster 
relief (DR) Sept. 22-24 to work 
in two areas.

Metro BCM, Little Rock, students aid victims of Hurricane Harvey in Texas.

Jules Martin, who celebrated his 100th birthday on Aug. 3, was hired as pianist for First Baptist 
Church, Trumann, in 1935. Except for his time of military service during World War II, he has served 
the church ever since as pianist or organist.
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Russellville First continues ‘legacy 
of faith’ beyond the River Valley
Debbie Swindell
Special to the ABN

RUSSELLVILLE – A deep-
seated part of the River Valley 
for more than 142 years, First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
is looking forward to a future 
of reaching and meeting the 
needs of future generations. 
Construction and renovation 
give testimony to the 
historic church’s com-
mitment to its future in 
its home community – 
its Jerusalem.

Even so, this Arkan-
sas congregation con-
tinues to look beyond 
its own community as 
it builds an Acts 1:8 
legacy of faith.

“It was my first mis-
sion trip, and I said I 
would never go on another,” 
Danny Lyons said. 

At age 34, Lyons and his 
wife, Jeannie, would spend eve-
nings nestled in hammocks of 
an open-air wooden boat. Still, 
this time of serving on the 
Amazon River in 1988 soon 
beckoned him to routinely 
travel on other mission trips 
for God's purposes.

Coastal jungles with un-
edited scenes from National 
Geographic drew this faithful 
couple to the shores of Africa 
where thousands gathered to 
sing “Amazing Grace” along a 
Mombasa air strip. This 1991 
launch pad for volunteers 
soon found Lyons shouldering 
a 2016 mission team from five 
Arkansas churches.

Storm clouds hovered over 
the Kenyan mountaintop vil-
lage of Kepcherop. Certainty 
of the pounding rain wreaked 
havoc with logistics and sup-
plies. Yet, the resilience of 
this Russellville man was un-
disturbed. Fueled by his pas-
sion for Jesus Christ and the 
devotion of his wife by his 
side, Lyons delivered calm and 

clarity under the shelter of a 
deafening tin roof.

Love for the Kenyan women 
was undeniable during annual 
women's conferences. Practi-
cal, biblical teaching was laced 
with kindness. Special treat-
ment of meals and fellowship 
over chai had become tradi-
tion. Gifts of T-shirts as well 
as toiletries, Bibles and note-

books in drawstring 
bags displayed the per-
sonal touch of Lyons’ 
wife while his hands 
of compassion helped 
feed 360 impoverished 
women. 

Dark eyes above 
whispers of Kalenjin 
and Swahili responded 
to a tall frame draped 
in plastic. Full bellies 
and placid smiles were 

amidst the teaching of the 
Scriptures. The parallel of this 
humanitarian act was undeni-
ably biblical.

A bonus for the moms 
and fun for the children was 
the corresponding vacation 
Bible school. “Our record 
attendance of 850 children 
was in two locations in 2016. 
First through eighth grades 

were reached with the gospel 
message,” according to Taylor 
Brown, a member of First Bap-
tist and mission volunteer.

"As best we know, the pub-
lic schools require a full Bible 
for a ninth-grade textbook," 
said Lyons. “Priority for the 
team's men is Bible distribu-
tion, ensuring eighth-grade 
children an opportunity to 
obtain higher education,” he 
explained.

Travel beyond Kapsowar 
signaled the trip's near end. A 
curious baboon sat watching 
border guards in the hot Afri-
can sun. Leaning forward with 
stick in hand, Lyons drew a 
gospel diagram into the dusty 
banks of the Mara River at the 
feet of military uniforms. With 
guns slung across their backs, 
souls were confronted; and 
hearts, examined.

Through Jay Ham, Russell-
ville’s missions equipping pas-
tor, and under Lyons’ fervent 
leadership, the work continues 
in both spiritual and tangible 
ways.  

First Baptist Church of Rus-

sellville has built nine church-
es. In addition, a 2009 training 
center for biblical education in 
Iten offers a two-year program 
completed by more than 100 
pastors. Also, roughly 200 
water filters installed in 2015 
mark crucial locations for 
clean water and maximum use.

As a result, the heart of a 
local church pours into the 
people of Kenya: “We bring 
back more than we take. We 
live in a cookie-cutter soci-
ety, and when you experience 
something different, it changes 
your personality. It changes 
the personality of the church,” 
explained Lyons.

Under the headship of the 
International Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, First Baptist Church, 
Russellville, acts as a strategy 
coordinator. Inroads into the 
Maasai, Luoyah, Keiyo and 
Marakwett tribes occur as 
evidence of their dedication. 
Future plans include both the 
Pocot and Tesso tribes. 

Debbie Swindell is a member of 
First Baptist Church, Russellville.

Mission volunteer Danny Lyons, First Baptist Church, Russellville, shares the gospel 
with Kenyan women.

Jeannie and Danny Lyons, church members at First Baptist Church, Russellville, are 
committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ internationally.
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Religious freedom memo draws praise/criticism
WASHINGTON – A federal 
memorandum released Oct. 6 
by U.S. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions providing guidance 
on religious liberty protections 
has elicited mixed reaction 
from national leaders. 

In introducing 20 
principles of religious 
freedom, Sessions 
said, “Religious liberty 
is a foundational prin-
ciple of enduring im-
portance in America, 
enshrined in our Con-
stitution and other 
sources of federal law.

“To the greatest ex-
tent practicable and 
permitted by law, religious ob-
servance and practice should 
be reasonably accommodated 
in all government activity, in-
cluding employment, contract-
ing, and programming.”

Southern Baptist and other 
religious freedom defenders 

have hailed the new guidelines 
to safeguard in federal law the 
free exercise of religion, while 
other national leaders have 
voiced concern or opposition.

Russell Moore, president of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics 

and Religious Liberty 
Commission (ERLC), 
hailed the memo for 
its interpretation of re-
ligious freedom. Moore 
described the memo as 
“a great development,” 
tweeting that the prin-
ciples are “right in 
line” with the First 
Amendment.

The principles “rep-
resent a return to normalcy,” 
wrote Andrew Walker, ERLC 
director of policy studies. He 
emphasized that the principles 
do not “give preference or priv-
ilege to any one religion.”

The Obama administration 
“went out of its way to under-

mine religious freedom to fur-
ther the cause of the Sexual 
Revolution,” Walker wrote in 
his post at the ERLC's website.

In opposition to the memo, 
Americans United Executive 
Director Barry Lynn, an or-
dained minister, described the 
memo as a “roadmap 
for how to discrimi-
nate against most any-
one, including women, 
LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender 
and queer) people and 
religious minorities.”

A Baptist attorney 
specializing in church-
state issues, Holly Hol-
lman, general counsel of the 
Baptist Joint Committee for 
Religious Liberty, voiced her 
concern, writing, “The guid-
ance treats complicated legal 
issues … in an overly simplistic 
way.”

Sessions’ memo states:
– The freedom of religion 

is a fundamental right of para-
mount importance, expressly 
protected by federal law.

– The free exercise of reli-
gion includes the right to act 
or abstain from action in ac-
cordance with one’s religious 
beliefs.

– The freedom of religion 
extends to persons and orga-
nizations.

– Americans do not give up 
their freedom of religion by 
participating in the market-
place, partaking of the public 
square, or interacting with gov-
ernment.

– Religious employers are 
entitled to employ only per-

sons whose beliefs and 
conduct are consistent 
with the employers’ re-
ligious precepts. 

Government may 
not: 1) Restrict acts or 
abstentions because of 
the beliefs they display. 
2) Target individuals or 
entities for special dis-
abilities based on their 

religion. 3) Target religious in-
dividuals or entities through 
discriminatory enforcement 
of neutral, generally appli-
cable laws. 4) Officially favor 
or disfavor particular religious 
groups. 5) Interfere with the 
autonomy of a religious orga-
nization. 6) As a general mat-
ter, condition receipt of a fed-
eral grant or contract on the 
effective relinquishment of a 
religious organization’s hiring 
exemptions or attributes of its 
religious character.

Also, six principles in the 
memo focus on the applica-
tion of the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (RFRA) of 
1993. The RFRA requires the 

government to have a com-
pelling interest and use the 
narrowest possible means in 
burdening a person’s religious 
exercise.

The guidance also sets forth 
two principles related to Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, stating that Title VII 
prohibits religious discrimina-
tion and that religious protec-
tions in Title VII extend to 
“discrimination on the basis of 
religious observance or prac-
tice as well as belief.”

One additional principle 
emphasizes that the Clinton 
Guidelines on Religious Exer-
cise and Religious Expression 
in the Federal Workplace, is-
sued in 1997, “provide useful 
examples for private employ-
ers of reasonable accommoda-
tions for religious observance 
and practice in the workplace.”

The 25-page memo came 
in response to President Don-
ald Trump’s executive order 
in May calling on Sessions to 
provide “guidance interpreting 
religious liberty protections in 
federal law.”

To read the memo in its 
entirety visit justice.gov/opa/
press-release/file/1001891/
download.

This article was compiled from 
reporting by Baptist Press and nu-
merous other media sources.

Sessions Moore

Like us at ArkBaptNews
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Thank you, Arkansas Baptist churches!
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) staff would like to express their gratitude 
to all churches and associations that support the ministry of the ABN by 
offering an every resident or group subscription plan to send the print 
edition to all or some of their families. If your church is not listed, call 800-

838-2272, ext. 5156, and we will provide you with information on how to 
subscribe. If your church is listed and you would like to receive the ABN, 
please contact your church office. And if your church should be listed and 
is not, please let us know.

Alexander, Vimy Ridge
  Immanuel
Alma, Alma First
Almyra, Almrya First
Alpena, Alpena First
Alpena, Osage
Arkadelphia, Arkadelphia First
Arkadelphia, Cedar Grove
Arkadelphia, Mount Zion
Arkadelphia, Red River  
  Association
Arkadelphia, Unity
Arkansas City, Arkansas City
Ash Flat, Ash Flat First
Ashdown, Ashdown First
Ashdown, Oak Grove
Augusta, Augusta First
Augusta, Grace
Austin, Old Austin
Bald Knob, Central
Barton, Barton
Batesville, Calvary
Batesville, Fellowship
Batesville, Mount Zion
Batesville, Pilgrims Rest
Batesville, Rehobeth
Batesville, Ruddell Hill
Bauxite, Pleasant Hill
Bay, Bay First
Bearden, Bearden First
Bee Branch, Bee Branch
Beebe, Beebe First
Beebe, Union Valley
Beirne, Beirne First
Bella Vista, Village 
Belleville, Grace Memorial
Benton, Benton First
Benton, Calvary
Benton, Gravel Hill
Benton, Mount Vernon
Benton, Ridgecrest
Benton, Temple
Bentonville, Park Street
Berryville, Freeman Heights
Berryville, Grandview
Berryville, Southern Heights
Bigelow, Bigelow 
Biscoe, Biscoe First
Bismarck, Bismarck First
Blevins, Marlbrook
Blytheville, Bethany
Blytheville, North Tenth Street
Blytheville, Yarbro
Branch, Branch First 
Brinkley, Brinkley First
Bryant, Bryant First Southern
Bryant, Indian Springs
Cabot, Cabot First
Cabot, Mount Carmel
Cabot, Mountain Springs
Cabot, Zion Hill
Camden, Calvary
Camden, Camden First
Camden, Cullendale First

Camden, Grace
Camden, Hillside
Camden, Sylvan Hills
Caraway, Caraway First
Carlisle, Carlisle First
Cash, Pitts
Cave City, Eastside
Centerton, First
Charleston, Charleston First
Cherry Valley, Cherry Valley
Chidester, Chidester
Clarksville, Cherry Street
Clarksville, Clarksville First
Clarksville, Clarksville Second
Clarksville, East Mount Zion
Clarksville, Union Grove
Clarksville, Woodland
Clinton, Clinton First
Clinton, Formosa
Clinton, Friendship
Clinton, Lexington
Clinton, Plant
Concord, Concord First
Conway, Brumley
Conway, Cadron Ridge
Conway, Conway Second
Conway, Oak Bowery
Conway, Pickles Gap
Conway, Pleasant Grove
Conway, Sunny Gap
Conway, Woodland Heights
Corning, Calvary
Corning, Corning First
Corning, Hopewell
Cotter, Cotter First
Cove, Cove First
Crossett, Magnolia
Crossett, Meridian
Crossett, South Main
Danville, Danville First
Dardanelle, Calvary
Dardanelle, New Hope
De Queen, De Queen First
De Queen, Kern Heights
De Witt, De Witt First
De Witt, Eastside
De Witt, Faith
Decatur, Decatur First
Decatur, Mason Valley
Deer, Cassville
Deer, Deer
Delaplaine, Delaplaine
Delaware, Delaware First
Delight, Antione
Dennard, The Zoo Church
  Village
Dermott, Bellaire
Dermott, Halley
Dermott, Jerome 
Des Arc, Des Arc First
Doddridge, Macedonia
Doddridge, Mount Zion
Dolph, Dolph First
Dover, Dover First

Dumas, Anderson Chapel
Dumas, Dumas First
Earle, Earle
El Dorado, Caledonia
El Dorado, East Main
El Dorado, Ebenezer
El Dorado, El Dorado First
El Dorado, Galilee
El Dorado, Midway
El Dorado, Northwest
El Dorado, Southside
El Dorado, Union
Elkins, Elkins First
Emmet, Emmet First
England, England First
Etowah, Etowah
Eureka Springs, Rock Springs
Evening Shade, Evening Shade 
  First
Everton, Bruno
Fairfield Bay, Fairfield Bay
Farmington, Farmington
Fayetteville, Black Oak
Fayetteville, Fayetteville First
Fayetteville, Ridgeview
Fayetteville, Sang Avenue
Flippin, Flippin First
Floral, Floral
Fordyce, Fordyce First
Fordyce, Prosperity
Fordyce, Southside
Forrest City, Forrest City First
Fort Smith, Calvary
Fort Smith, Concord  
  Association
Fort Smith, Fort Smith First
Fort Smith, Spradling
Fort Smith, Temple
Fort Smith, Trinity
Gassville, Pilgrims Rest
Gilbert, Zion’s Light
Gillett, Gillett First
Gillham, Gillham First
Glenwood, Glenwood First
Goshen, Goshen First
Gould, Gould First
Grannis, Grannis First
Gravel Ridge, The Connec-
  tion Church
Green Forest, Rudd 
Greenland, Greenland First
Greenwood, Greenwood 
  First
Greenwood, Jenny Lind
Greenwood, Mount Zion
Greenwood, Palestine
Greenwood, Westwood 
Greers Ferry, Lone Star
Gregory, Gregory
Gurdon, South Fork
Hackett, Hackett First
Hackett, New Providence
Hamburg, Hamburg First
Hamburg, Shiloh

Hamburg, Southside
Hampton, Hampton First
Hardy, Hardy First
Hardy, New Hope
Hardy, Spring River
Harrisburg, Anderson Tulley
Harrisburg, Calvary
Harrison, Batavia
Harrison, Bear Creek Springs
Harrison, Elmwood
Harrison, Emmanuel
Harrison, Hopewell
Hatfield, Hatfield First
Havana, Havana First
Hazen, Hazen First
Heber Springs, Grace
Heber Springs, Heber Springs    
  First
Heber Springs, West Side
Helena, Helena First
Henderson, Henderson First
Hensley, East End
Hermitage, Saline
Higden, Brownsville
Higden, Sugar Loaf First
Higginson, Higginson First
Hindsville, Hindsville First
Hope, Calvary
Horatio, Horatio First
Horseshoe Bend, Horseshoe  
  Bend First
Hot Springs, Grand Avenue
Hot Springs, Harvey’s Chapel
Hot Springs, Hot Springs 
Hot Springs, Hot Springs First
Hot Springs, Lakeshore  
  Heights
Hot Springs, Lakeside
Hot Springs, Mill Creek
Hot Springs, Piney 
Hot Springs, Vista Heights
Hot Springs Village, Balboa
Hot Springs Village, Barcelona            
  Road Mission
Hot Springs Village,  
  Coronado
Hoxie, Hoxie First

Hughes, Hughes First
Humphrey, Humphrey 
Hunter, Hunter First
Huntington, Fellowship
Huntsville, Calvary
Huntsville, Huntsville First
Huntsville, Living Water
Jacksonville, Bayou Meto
Jacksonville, Gravel Ridge  
  First
Jacksonville, Jacksonville First
Jacksonville, Jacksonville  
  Second
Jacksonville, Maddox Road
Jacksonville, Marshall Road
Jasper, Jasper First
Jessieville, Rock Springs
Jonesboro, Jonesboro First
Jonesboro, Needham
Jonesboro, Nettleton
Jonesboro, Strawfloor
Jonesboro, Walnut Street
Judsonia, Gateway
Judsonia, Judsonia First
Judsonia, Rocky Point 
Junction City, Galilee
Junction City, Wesson
Kensett, Kensett First
Keo, Keo
Kingsland, Kingsland First
Kingston, Kingston First    
  Southern
Knobel, Knobel First
Knoxville, Knoxville First
Lake Village, Bayou Mason
Lake Village, Parkway
Lamar, Lamar 
Lambrook, Lambrook First
Lead Hill, Lead Hill First
Leslie, Leslie First
Lewisville, Canfield
Lexa, Lexa 
Lincoln, Liberty
Little Rock, Bingham Road
Little Rock, Calvary
Little Rock, Crystal Hill
Little Rock, FBC Geyer              

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2017.

www.evangelistsammoore.com
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  Springs 
Little Rock, Immanuel
Little Rock, Lifeline
Little Rock, Martindale
Little Rock, Parkway Place
Little Rock, Reynolds  
  Memorial
Little Rock, South Highland
Little Rock, West Side
London, London First
Lonsdale, Owensville
Lonoke, Lonoke 
Lonoke, New Hope
Lonoke, Steel Bridge
Lonoke, Wattensaw
Lowell, Hickory Creek
Lowell, Lowell First
Luxora, Luxora First
Magnolia, Central
Magnolia, Village
Malvern, Magnet Cove, 
  First Southern
Malvern, Malvern Third
Malvern, Social Hill
Manila, Blackwater

Manila, Manila First 
Manila, Westside
Mansfield, Dayton
Mansfield, James Fork
Mansfield, Pleasant Grove #2
Marion, Immanuel
Marion, Marion First
Marked Tree, Marked Tree 
  First
Marked Tree, Red Oak
Marmaduke, Marmaduke First
Marmaduke, New Friendship
Marvell, Marvell First
Maumelle, Maumelle First
McCrory, McCrory First
McRae, McRae First
Melbourne, Midway
Mena, Acorn
Mena, Bethel
Mena, Calvary
Mena, Cherry Hill
Mena, Dallas Avenue
Mena, Mena First
Mena, New Hope
Mena, Salem

Mena, Yocana
Midland, Midland First
Midway, Midway
Mineral Springs, Central
Monette, Monette First
Monticello, Florence
Monticello, Immanuel
Monticello, Northside
Monticello, Second
Montrose, Montrose
Montrose, Mount Pleasant
Montrose, Sardis
Morrilton, Petit Jean  
  Mountain First
Mount Ida, Lake Ouachita
Mount Ida, Mount Ida 
  First
Mount Pleasant, Mount  
  Pleasant Southern
Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon
Mountain Home, East Side
Mountain Home, Mountain     
  Home First
Mountainburg, Mountainburg   
  First
Mulberry, Mulberry First
Mulberry, Vine Prairie
Murfreesboro, Murfreesboro    
  First
Nashville, Nashville First
New Edenburg, New Edinburg  
  First
Norfork, Lone Rock
Norman, Norman First
North Little Rock, Central
North Little Rock, Forty  
  Seventh Street
North Little Rock, Graves  
  Memorial
North Little Rock, Morrison  
  Chapel
North Little Rock, Park Hill
North Little Rock, Remount
Oil Trough, White River
Okolona, South Fork
Omaha, Lakeland
Omaha, New Hope
Osceola, East Side
Osceola, Osceola First
Ozark, Ozark First
Ozark, Webb City
Ozone, Ozone 
Pangburn, McJester
Pangburn, Pangburn First
Paragould, Big Creek
Paragould, Browns Chapel
Paragould, East Side
Paragould, Pleasant Valley
Paragould, Robbs Chapel
Parkdale, Parkdale
Parkin, Parkin First
Parks, Parks
Pea Ridge, Pea Ridge First
Pencil Bluff, Pencil Bluff  
  First 
Perryville, Nimrod
Perryville, Perryville First
Perryville, Perryville Second
Piggott, Emmanuel
Piggott, Piggott First
Pine Bluff, Central
Pine Bluff, Matthews 
  Memorial
Pine Bluff, Pine Bluff First
Pine Bluff, Shannon Road
Pine Bluff, Shepherd Hill

Pine Bluff, South Pine Wood
Plumerville, Plumerville   
  First
Pocahontas, Oak Grove 
Portland, Portland
Pottsville, Pottsville
Prescott, Bethel
Quitman, Palestine
Quitman, Pines
Quitman, Quitman First
Ratcliff, Ratcliff First
Rector, Rector First 
Redfield, River Road
Reydell, Reydell
Rison, Rison
Rivervale, Rivervale
Roe, Aberdeen First
Rogers, 26th Street
Rogers, Monte Ne
Rogers, Rocky Branch
Rogers, Rogers First
Rogers, Trinity
Roland, Natural Steps
Roland, Church at Pinnacle
Romance, Floyd First
Rose Bud, Rose Bud First
Rosie, Rosie
Rover, Rover
Russellville, Bakers Creek
Russellville, Crow Mountain
Russellville, East Point
Russellville, Russellville First
Russellville, Russellville   
  Second
Saint Charles, Saint Charles
Salem, Salem First
Scotland, Scotland
Scott, Grace
Scranton, Scranton First
Searcy, Calvary
Searcy, Crosby
Searcy, Mount Hebron
Searcy, Pleasant Ridge
Searcy, Searcy First
Searcy, Temple
Searcy, Valley
Sheridan, North Main
Sheridan, Sheridan First
Sherwood, Baring Cross
Sherwood, Friendship
Sherwood, Indianhead Lake
Sherwood, North Hills
Sherwood, Runyan First
Shirley, Pleasant Valley
Shirley, Shady Grove
Sidney, Sidney
Siloam Springs, Gum Springs
Siloam Springs, Highfill First
Siloam Springs, Robinson
Siloam Springs, Siloam  
  Springs First
Smackover, Joyce 
Smackover, Maple Avenue
Smithville, New Hope
Smithville, Smithville
Solgohachia, Solgohachia
Sparkman, Holly Springs
Sparkman, Manning 
Sparkman, New Hope
Sparkman, Sparkman First
Springdale, Cross Church
Springdale, Berry Street
Springdale, Brush Creek
Springdale, Cross Church
Springdale, Oak Grove
Springdale, Spring Valley

Stamps, Stamps First
Star City, Fellowship Bible
Star City, Hickory Grove
Star City, Star City First
Star City, Yorktown First
Stephens, Salem
Stephens, Stephens First
Strong, Knowles
Strong, New London
Strong, Strong First
Stuttgart, Hagler 
Stuttgart, Southside
Stuttgart, Stuttgart First
Sulphur Rock, Sulphur Rock
Swifton, Swifton
Texarkana, Beech Street First
Texarkana, Cornerstone
Texarkana, Mandeville
Texarkana, Shiloh
Texarkana, Trinity
Tichnor, Tichnor
Tillar, Selma
Tillar, Tillar First
Timbo, Calvary
Trumann, Corners Chapel
Trumann, Maple Grove
Trumann, McCormick
Trumann, Trumann First
Tulip, Tulip Memorial
Turner, Turner
Tyronza, Barton Chapel
Uniontown, Uniontown
Urbana, Urbana First
Van Buren, Oak Grove 
Vandervoort, Vandervoort First
Viola, Viola Baptist
Waldron, Bates
Waldron, Haw Creek
Waldron, Temple
Waldron, Unity
Ward, Cocklebur
Warren, Grace Cowboy
Warren, Immanuel
Warren, Macedonia
Warren, Warren First
Warren, Westside
Watson, Watson
Weiner, Weiner First
West Fork, Southside
West Helena, West Acres
West Helena, West Helena  
  Second
West Memphis, West  
  Memphis First
West Point, West Point
Wheatley, Goodwin
White Hall, White Hall  
  First
Wickes, Hatton
Wilton, Wilton First
Winthrop, Cross Roads 
  First
Wiseman, Wiseman
Woodson, Woodson
Wright, Plum Bayou
Wynne, Ridgeview
Wynne, Union Avenue
Wynne, Wynne 
Yellville, Yellville First

Subscibe your church today 
at arkansasbaptist.org/

church-subscriptions
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Obituaries

William (Bill) Howard, 
81, of Lonsdale, 
died Oct. 17. 

H o w a r d 
served in the 
ministry for al-
most 50 years. 

He served 
a s  p a s t o r 

of Brims Grove Baptist 
Church in Pilot Mountain,  
N. C. 

He also served as pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Per-
ryville 1976-84 and Salem Bap-
tist Church in Benton 1985-
98. 

Howard also was a volunteer 
at the Arkansas Health Center 
in Benton and the Traveler’s 
Chapel at J.J.’s Truck Stop in 
Malvern.

 He was preceded in death 
by four brothers and two sis-
ters. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Lynna Sue, two sons, two 
daughters, a brother, eight 
grandchildren, two step-grand-
children, and 16 great-grand-
children.

Funeral services were 
held Friday, Oct. 20, at Ow-
ensville Baptist Church in 
Lonsdale. Burial followed at  

Owensville Cemetery in Ow-
ensville.

Joyce Jenette Henderson, 
83, of Pine Bluff, died Oct. 11, 
at Jefferson Regional Medical 
Center in Pine Bluff.

Her late husband, James 
Henderson, served as pastor 
of Oakland Baptist Church 
in Pine Bluff and Plum Bayou 
Baptist Church in England in 
the 1960s.

Henderson was a member 
of Shannon Road Baptist 
Church in Pine Bluff.

She was preceded in death 
by her husbands, James E. 
Henderson and Dean Hender-

Place your classified here! 
Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

son, two brothers, three sisters, 
and a grandchild.

She is survived by a son, 
two daughters, eight grand-
children, and 12 great-grand-
children. 

Funeral services were held 
Oct. 14 at Shannon Road Bap-
tist Church in Pine Bluff. Buri-
al followed at Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Pine Bluff.

First Baptist Church, 
Hamburg, is hosting a 
Wild Game Supper Nov. 5.  
The event will feature a  
silent auction with proceeds 
donated to the Lottie Moon 

Church life

C l a s s i f i e d s
FBC Pangburn, AR, is seeking a full-time 

pastor. Please mail resumes to FBC Pangburn, 
Attn: Search Team, PO Box 250, Pangburn AR, 
72121, or email jonj3390@hotmail.com.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Conway AR is 
searching for a full-time pastor. Send digi-
tal resumes to Searchpgbc@gmail.com. Paper 
resumes to PGBC, 3255 Prince St., Conway, AR 
72034.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Calvary Baptist Church, Corning, is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time pastor. Send re-
sume to John Herren, 2518 West Main, Corning, 
AR 72422.

Hatfield First Baptist is prayerfully seeking 
full-time pastor. Send resumes to fbchp-
sc17@gmail.com or FBC Hatfield PO Box 108, 
Hatfield, AR 71945.

Calvary Baptist Church of Hope, AR, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Email resumes, refer-
ences and sermon links to dale.hopeark@gmail.
com.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

Bayou Meto Baptist, Jacksonville, seeking 
a part-time children’s and a part-time 
youth minister. Contact the church office at 
501-988-1966 for more information on these 2 
positions & where to send resume.

Seeking full-time children’s minis-
tries pastor or director: East Side of Para-
gould is seeking the Lord’s qualified candidate to 
lead a thriving children’s ministry and to assist 
our families in parenting and disciple making. 
We are a loving and serving church in a growing 
community with quality schools. Send resume 
to Phillip Miller: pmiller@connect2eastside.
com.

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Jasper, Texas, seek-
ing full-time music minister. If interested, 
contact by phone: 409-384-3371, email: deb-
bie_hillcrest@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church of Wake Village, Texas is 
searching for a full-time minister of mu-
sic/worship. Blended worship style using a 
choir, praise team and praise band. House and 
utilities provided along with a competitive fi-
nancial package. Submit resumes to FBC, 820 
Wake Ave, Wake Village, TX 75501, or sneath-
ery@fbcwakevillage.org.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

FBC Henderson, Texas is accepting applica-
tions for youth pastor. This ministry involves 
ministering to the 7th -12th grade students and 
their parents. This is a full-time position and 
resumes should be sent to dhiggs@thefbc.org.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is 
seeking to hire an associate pastor of wor-
ship. This full-time position is responsible for 
developing and leading a church-wide worship 
ministry, which promotes the development of 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested can-
didates can submit a resume with cover letter 
by mail (200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email 
(jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org).

Third Street Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, AR, 
is currently seeking a full-time minister of 
youth and family. Please email resumes to 
jacobcengel@gmail.com.

Cocklebur Baptist, Ward, AR, is prayerfully 
seeking part-time youth leader. Accept-
ing resumes through Nov. 30, 2017. Email re-
sumes to cbc4138@gmail.com or mail to Attn: 
Youth Search Committee, 4138 Cocklebur Road,  
Ward, Arkansas 72176.

East End Baptist Church is seeking a bi-vo-
cational worship leader. Responsibilities 
will include Sunday morning and evening ser-
vices and leading the choir. Contact the church 
at 4701 East End Road, Hensley, AR 72065 or by 
emailing pastor@eebcar.com.

Looking for a part-time student min-
ister for Wheatley Baptist Church in Wheat-
ley, AR. Contact Ben Coulter 870-918-4166 or  

bencoultermusic@me.com.
Full-time minister to youth and 

families, Graves Memorial Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, AR. The church is prayerfully 
seeking to hire a godly man to lead the youth 
ministry and assist our families in parenting 
and discipling kids of all ages. Email resumes to 
nick@gmbclife.com.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Vacation. Ireland, England, Scotland 
from a Christian Perspective.  8-16 days, many 
other destinations. www.pilgrimtours.com  
800.322.0788

CHRISTmasTees.net - Display the “reason 
for the season” with Merry CHRISTmas  
T-shirts. Order online.

MISCELLANEOUS

Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

FBC Gould, AR, seeking full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, 
AR 71643.

Associate pastor to worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a growing 
church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package 
is negotiable and does include a parsonage. 
Please mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 
72824, or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@
yahoo.com.

London First Baptist Church in London, AR, 
is currently looking for a part-time music 
minister. Qualifications and application in-
formation are available at www.fbclondon.com 
- click on Music Minister Search or email brett.
londonfbc@gmail.com for information.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search 
of a youth director. All who are interested 
please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.moffett@
enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!

Christmas Offering for Inter-
national Missions.

Woodland Heights Baptist 
Church, Conway, held a note-
burning ceremony on Sunday, 
Oct. 22.

First Baptist Church, 
Vandervoort, teamed up with 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Students at Cossatot River 
School District, Oct. 5 to re-
ward students who brought 
their Bibles to school. Bibles 
were also given away to stu-
dents who did not own one.

More than 500 Bibles were 
given away during the event.

aCroSS arkanSaS
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Mitchell retires from AM post after five decades of ministry
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

WARREN – If you were to 
retire after 50 years of work, 
what would your life look like? 
Would it be described by a 
repeated routine everyday? 
Would it be a set plan that 
takes a logical approach? Per-
haps your life took twists and 
turns that seemed illogical, but 
became a beautiful picture. 
But in the end, did the work 
you do matter?

David Mitchell, a recent re-
tiree of Bartholomew Baptist 
Association (BBA), committed 
his work to the Lord for nearly 
five decades. While the years 
of ministry could be character-

ized as an illogical path that 
spread God’s Word, Mitchell’s 
service made an eternal impact 
locally, nationally and interna-
tionally. 

Mitchell began his work in 
the Baptist Missionary Asso-
ciation (BMA) denomination 
before moving to Arkansas 
in 1990 to serve as a minister 
in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. He became the ad-
ministrator at Second Baptist 
Church Christian School and 
interim pastor of Lakeshore 
Heights Baptist Church, both 
located in Hot Springs. 

In 1993, Mitchell moved 
to Benton with his wife, 
Mary “Fran” Francis, and his 
three children to become pas-

tor of Congo Road Baptist  
Church. 

“The church was a project 
started by the Home Mission 
Board (now North American 
Mission Board), the state con-
vention and a local association 
to highlight the places where 
churches needed to be plant-
ed,” said Mitchell. “When I 
was called there, I instanta-
neously became a home mis-
sionary. It was the first mission 
to organize into a church in 
1995.”

Mitchell left Benton in 
2005 to become associational 
missionary at BBA. Ten years 
later, in 2015, he was recog-
nized for his mission efforts 
by being named the conven-

tion’s associational missionary  
of the year. 

During his tenure in the 
association, Mitchell started 
a disaster relief (DR) ministry 
that utilized a chainsaw trailer, 
construction trailer and show-
er trailer. He went on several 
DR call-outs across Arkansas 
and surrounding states. With 
his wife’s help, he established 
two crisis pregnancy centers 
in Monticello and in Warren. 
In 2011, the BBA established 
Grace Cowboy Mission in 
Warren, which was constitut-
ed as a church in 2014. BBA 
conducted regular mission 
projects in the two counties it 
covered, including food pantry 
ministries and Acts 1:8 mis-
sions.

Since 2009, BBA has had 
a partnership in Kansas with 
the North American Mission 
Board working with Native 
Americans at Indian Avenue 
Baptist Church and Haskell 
Indian Nations University 
in Lawrence, Kan. Multiple 
teams continue going to Kan-
sas during the summer, and 
a team from Baptist Campus 
Ministries (BCM) at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Monti-
cello (UAM) goes for a spring 
break mission trip.

In 2007, the association 
started a long-term partner-
ship with Hungary doing Eng-
lish camps, sports ministry and 
other camps, and they began 
a partnership with Croatia in 
2015. Other international mis-
sion projects the BBA partici-

pated in include Brazil, Guate-
mala, Haiti, Peru and Poland. 

“Personally, knowing broth-
er David has been a great ex-
perience. He has fulfilled the 
role of mentor in my life the 
last 10 years and I am very 
grateful for this,” said Robert 
“Bob” Black, an independent 
missionary in Croatia sent by 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Warren. “Brother David’s in-
fluence on the lives of those in 
Warren is tremendous. His de-
cision to follow where God led 
has affected thousands of indi-
viduals and led to hundreds of 
decisions for Christ.”

Mitchell and his wife have 
moved back to Hot Springs 
where he said they will be 
“semi-retired.” He plans to 
stay busy fixing up the house 
they bought there and preach-
ing wherever God sends him. 
Mitchell also plans to finish 
his doctorate degree from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.  

“We are in another stage 
of our life, and I don’t know 
exactly what I’ll be doing, but 
I know it’s going to be a new 
phase of a different kind of 
ministry,” said Mitchell. 

A school administrator, 
home missionary, church pas-
tor, associational missionary, 
retiree and almost a doctor, 
Mitchell’s life didn’t go as he 
planned, but it was full of pur-
pose-driven work that will have 
lasting impact. 

Sarah Davis served as an intern 
at the Arkansas Baptist News.

David Mitchell retired from Bartholomew Baptist Association in Warren this past 
summer. His ministry stretched over nearly 50 years.

aCroSS arkanSaS
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Students discern God’s plan through Explore Your Call
Lisa Falknor
Special to the ABN

FAYETTEVILLE – “If you 
don’t love people, do not go 
into the ministry,” said Aaron 
Matthews, senior pastor at 
First Baptist Church, Lowell.

Along with a panel of two 
women and two men, Mat-
thews addressed a crowd 
of high school and college 
students – future potential 
church planters, pastors and 
missionaries – who sense a call 
to the ministry. Each panel 
member detailed his or her 
call-to-the-ministry testimony, 
gave advice on how to suc-
ceed in ministry and answered  
questions from students at-
tending Explore Your Call 
training. 

Explore Your Call is a new 
ministry sponsored by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
v e n t i o n 
(ABSC). 
The free 
regional 
opportu-
nity was 
held Sept. 19 at Cross Church, 
Fayetteville. 

“Through various events, 
Explore Your Call wants to 
connect those called to min-
istry with current pastors, 
student pastors, children’s 
pastors, worship pastors, mis-
sionaries and church planters 
as well as give opportunity for 
group trainings and network-
ing,” said Lynn Loyd, ABSC 
missions consultant.

“Since the beginning of the 
church, God has raised up 
leaders to shepherd, and He 
continues to do that today,” 
said Warren Gasaway, event 
moderator. Gasaway, a mem-
ber of the ABSC church health 
team, oversees Super Summer 
Arkansas and Explore Your 
Call. 

“Arkansas Baptists want to 
be a part of His plan as He 
equips leaders to advance the 
kingdom. Students sensing a 
call will identify with the ones 
who walk with them while 
God is calling. We want to be 
faithful to Him and to them,” 
said Gasaway.  

Prior to the panel discus-
sion, students shared in round-
table discussions moderated 
by ABSC leaders.

Students were asked to 
answer questions such as, 
“Where are you in the pro-
cess of discerning God’s call?” 

“What fears do you have about 
surrendering to God’s call?” 
and  “How are you currently 
serving in your church?”

Adeline Boyd told people at 
her table that she knew God’s 
plan for her already. 

“I’m called to missions,” 
said Boyd, a senior at Fay-
etteville High School. “I love 
Haiti! It’s my favorite place 
ever. I’ve been four times. It’s 
where I’m supposed to be. I 
will intern there next summer, 
come back, go to school for ed-
ucation and go back to maybe 
teach teachers in Haiti or have 
a class of my own.” 

Collin Seelye, a student at 
the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville, said God’s plan 
for him is not specific, but he 
feels led to “some form of mis-
sions.”

“I came tonight because 
I’ve been exploring my call to 

missions 
and how 
it’s going 
to look 
in my 
life,”  said 

Seelye, who leads music at 
First Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville. 

Greg Addison, ABSC asso-
ciate executive director, told 
students that people may dis-
courage their call.

Addison said, “They may 
say, ‘Ministry is awful; don’t go 
into church work; the church 
is falling apart; the ministry is 
too hard.’ Let me tell you what 
God says,” referring to 1 Timo-
thy 3:1. 

“The Bible said it’s a valu-
able thing to desire to be a 
minister. We have the privilege 
to serve the church of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Addison told students that 
he practiced law for six years 
before surrendering to God’s 
call. 

“I would not trade a single 
(ministry) moment for any-
thing I could’ve done as a 
lawyer,” he said, adding that 
he’s been in the ministry for 
20 years. 

“I’m very glad I came,” 
said Wade Wilson, a high 
school junior from First Bap-
tist Church, Rogers, after the 
event.

“I liked getting to ask ques-
tions from others who are at 
the same stage in life as I am,” 
said Wilson, who feels called 
to be a pastor. “Now I feel like 
I need to be preparing – to 

read my Bible daily and devel-
op my relationship with God 
– so when I become a pastor, I 
can do the best job I can.” 

This was the third regional 
training event across Arkansas. 
The Explore Your Call event 
held at Second Baptist in Con-
way had 120 overall and 70 
students in attendance, and 
the event held at Williams 
Baptist College had 65 overall 
and 30 students in attendance. 
The Fayetteville event had 70 
overall and 35 students in at-
tendance.

Lisa Falknor writes for the 
ABSC college and young leaders 
team and is a northwest Arkansas 
regional correspondent for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News.

A student shakes hands with Chris Kohlman, Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
college and young leaders team member, during an Explore Your Call event at Cross 
Church in Springdale Sept. 19. Photo by Lisa Falknor
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The Saint Francis Cathedral and the 
Loretto Chapel in Santa Fe, N.M., were 
built and consecrated as places of wor-
ship and service to the Lord. The Loret-
to Chapel, however, was deconsecrated 
years ago and repurposed as a museum 
and a tourist attraction.  

The concept of “consecration” is 
central to the Book of Leviticus. “Set 
apart” literally means “to sever or di-
vide.” 

The idea is to 
separate what is 
God’s and what is 
the world’s. Aaron 
and his sons were 
set apart as priests 
to serve God and 
serve the people (Lev. 9:1-21).

After the prescribed offerings were 
made, Aaron and Moses came out of 
the Tabernacle and blessed the people. 
The glory of the Lord appeared to all 
the people as fire from the Lord and 
consumed the offering on the altar. 
Witnessing this, the people fell on their 
faces in worship (Lev. 9:24).

This day of awe-inspiring worship 
was eclipsed with the death of Aaron’s 
two sons.  While they were offering in-
cense, flames leaped from the Lord’s 

presence and burned them to death 
(Lev. 10:1-2). What went wrong? Only 
the high priest offers incense with 
anointed censers (Ex. 30:7-10; 40:9). 
They didn’t have the authority to do 
this (Ex. 16:12). They were not seek-
ing to glorify God (Lev. 10:3). Leviticus 
10:9-10 gives an indication they may 
have been under the influence of al-
cohol. 

God wanted to make sure the priests 
understood the se-
riousness of their 
work. This seri-
ousness is seen in 
Aaron’s response. 
He simply re-
mains silent and 

continued his work in the Tabernacle 
while his nephews buried his sons  
(Lev. 10:3-4).

The lesson was for everyone. The 
people were also set apart for holy pur-
poses (Lev. 20:26). Believers today have 
been set apart as a royal priesthood (1 
Pet. 2:9). We will never be deconsecrat-
ed. Our greatest joy in life should be 
to serve God and give Him glory. The 
psalmist said, “Serve the Lord with 
reverential awe and rejoice with trem-
bling” (Psa. 2:11, HCSB).

baptizing. If he wasn’t the Messiah 
or Elijah or the Prophet, from what 
authority was he baptizing? John ex-
plained to them that he baptized with 
water so the Messiah could be revealed 
to Israel (John 1:26, 31). He testified 
how God told him that the One whom 
he saw the Spirit descending upon 
would be the Messiah, the very Son of 
God (John 1:32-34).

In John the Baptist’s dealings with 
the delegation 
from the Phari-
sees, he remained 
humble and ex-
alted Christ above 
himself and his 
ministry.

John understood his own unworthi-
ness because he wasn’t worthy enough 
to untie His sandal strap (John 1:26).

We must be careful not to exercise 
authority or leadership in our minis-
tries beyond what God has gifted us, 
equipped us and/or called us to do. 
Jealousy in ministry never contributes 
to the advancement of the kingdom. 
Any success in other ministries should 
be celebrated by all. We must humble 
ourselves and exalt Christ in our lives 
and our ministries.

The word “sin” is almost nonexistent 
in popular culture. It is usually used in 
terms of wrong done to a person or to 
the environment but has nothing to 
do with God. Scripture understands 
sin as an offense against God. To say 
there is no sin is to be self-deceived  
(1 John 1:8). 

The Day of Atonement reminded the 
Israelites that regu-
lar sacrifices made 
in the Tabernacle 
were inadequate to 
cleanse them from 
their sin. The Tab-
ernacle, the priests 
and the people needed further sancti-
fying (Lev. 16:16,18,20). The Israelites 
would inevitably fail to follow all the 
provisions God had made, and there 
would be an accumulation of unrec-
ognized sins, which contaminated the 
Most Holy Place.  

The high priest would bathe, dress 
in white, and sacrifice a bull for himself 
and the other priests. He would enter 
the Most Holy Place and sprinkle the 
blood of the bull on the mercy seat, 
which made atonement for him and 
the other priests. He would then sacri-

fice one of two goats on behalf of the 
people. The blood of the first would 
be sprinkled on the mercy seat. This 
represented God’s wrath turned from 
the sinner (propitiation). The second 
goat would become the scapegoat in 
which God removed the sinner’s guilt 
(expiation). The high priest would 
place his hands on the scapegoat’s 

head and confess 
the people’s sin 
and then release 
the scapegoat into 
the wilderness.    

 Sin was seri-
ous business, and 

the appropriate sacrifice was needed 
to turn God’s wrath and remove their 
guilt. It is the same for the Christian. 
As sinners, we need God’s wrath 
turned from us and the guilt of our sin 
removed. The New Testament teaches 
us that Jesus is the “Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29, HCSB). The Israelites had 
to make sacrifices for sin daily, weekly, 
monthly and then one special day a 
year. Christians can rest in the assur-
ance of the completed work of atone-
ment of Christ (Heb. 9:11-15).

I met a man who was very sickly, 
debilitated and depressed. He felt his 
situation was hopeless and it was time 
to die. He asked me how I would feel if 
I were in his shoes. I explained to him 
that as a Christian I would look toward 
heaven and pray. There is always hope 
in God.

Hannah is a great example of some-
one who was in a 
seemingly hope-
less situation.  
Her name means 
“grace,” and de-
spite her grace-
ful character her 
home life was awful. Her husband was 
a bigamist, and the other wife had chil-
dren. The other wife, Peninnah, taunt-
ed her because the Lord did not allow  
Hannah to have children. She was in 
such distress that she literally could not 
eat (1 Sam. 1:7). 

She and her husband worshipped 
together in Shiloh. Near the Taberna-
cle Hannah cried and prayed silently, 
only moving her lips as she made a vow 
to the Lord. If God would give her a 
male child, she would give him to the 
Lord. Hannah promised a lifelong Na-

zirite vow on her son’s behalf, which 
required the boy’s hair never to be cut 
(1 Sam. 1:11).

Eli the priest was watching her and 
thought she was drunk on wine. He 
scolded her, but she explained to him 
what she had prayed. He changed his 
tone and gave her a blessing (1 Sam. 
1:17). After this, Hannah was no lon-

ger sad and could 
eat (1 Sam. 1:18).  

The Lord al-
lowed Hannah to 
become pregnant, 
and she bore a son 
and named him 

Samuel, which means “offspring of 
God.” After the child was weaned, she 
kept her promise to the Lord and took 
Samuel to Eli so that he could serve 
God (1 Sam. 1:26-28).

Hannah’s song of praise is full of 
deep theological truth (1 Sam. 2:1-10). 
The greatest truths Hannah learned 
were she could choose prayer over 
hopelessness and there is always hope 
in God. As followers of Christ, we 
should live Christ-centered lives that 
choose prayer over hopelessness, know-
ing there is hope in God.

John the Baptist was a rugged, enig-
matic prophet who traveled through-
out the wilderness wearing animal 
skins and eating locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed the Messiah was 
coming and baptized people for the re-
mission of sin. Although he wasn’t the 
picture of a refined rabbi, he acquired 
considerable fame (Matt. 3:5). This got 
the attention of the Pharisees in Jeru-
salem who sent a delegation of priests 
and Levites to in-
vestigate him.

This delega-
tion simply asked 
him, “Who are 
you?” (John 1:19, 
HCSB). John an-
swered by telling them, “I am not the 
Messiah” (John 1:20, HCSB). John 
answered in this way because people 
were flocking to him and he didn’t 
want anyone confusing him with the 
Messiah. They were not satisfied with 
the answer and asked if he was Elijah 
or the Prophet. John told them he was 
not. He told them he was “a voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: Make 
straight the way of the Lord” (John 
1:23, HCSB). They knew John was 
doing more than preaching; he was 

John: Single-minded focus
John 1:26-34; 3:26-30 (hCSB)
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Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is 
a member of Second Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and 
member of the men’s ministry. He also serves as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. He 
has attended several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist College and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, master’s degrees in pastoral 
studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza Princ-
eton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments (10th-13th 
centuries) of the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the university to 
work on a master’s degree in archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.
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N.Y. terror attack opens gospel doors, pastors say
NEW YORK (BP) – Hours 
after an Islamic terrorist killed 
eight and injured 12 by driv-
ing onto a busy pedestrian and 
biking path in Lower Manhat-
tan Oct. 31, two strangers ap-
proached pastor Sterling Ed-
wards as he roasted hotdogs 
for a Halloween outreach to 
his Brooklyn church commu-
nity.

“On a Tuesday night in the 
middle of the street, I had a 
chance to pray with some peo-
ple, and that’s significant,” Ed-
wards, a Southern Baptist who 
pastors Park Slope Communi-
ty Church, said. “It wasn’t like 
I had to go and ask.”

The women had been in the 
vicinity of the site just blocks 
from the World Trade Center 
when Sayfullo H. Saipov, an 
admitted supporter of Islamic 
State terrorists (or ISIS), drove 
a rented truck along several 
blocks of the path, stopping 
only when he collided with a 
school bus.

“As horrific a situation as 
it is,” Edwards said, “anytime 
that we get a chance to point 
back to our hope being in 
Jesus, it can actually open a 
door for us. And I know that 
that’s not the avenue that we 
would necessarily like to go 
down, but at the same time 
... I got to pray with some  
people.”

The impromptu prayer en-
counter is said to be indicative 
of what happens when New 
Yorkers, accustomed to di-
versity and tolerance, are met 
with such tragedies, according 
to Manhattan church planter 
Rob Russell. Seven weeks 
ago, he planted Restoration 
Church in the same neigh-
borhood where the attack 
occurred, the same neighbor-
hood where he has lived the 
past three years.

“We unite during these 
times, rather than display any 
kind of fear,” Russell, a North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) church planter, said. 
“And that’s something that 
we hope can be an inspiration 
or a beacon for the rest of the 
country. The people that have 
different backgrounds, living 
with different belief systems, 
our conversations are actually 
more collaborative in these 
times, than being less so.”

Members of his new con-
gregation of about 40 people 
held small prayer gatherings 
on their own after the event, 

Russell said, and lifted up sev-
eral prayer concerns for the 
city and those affected by the 
tragedy.

“It’s definitely sobering 
and people are dealing with it 
in different ways, but I don’t 
think anyone feels like they’re 
dealing with it alone, or that 
they need to,” Russell said. 
“And even for our church, to 
me, in just the last 24 hours, 
it’s only been more of a re-
minder of the image of God 
that’s in every single person. 
That’s why every person has 
dignity and worth.”

All of New York still ap-
pears shaken by the killings, 
Russell said, even amid unity 
and strength.

The tragedy didn’t deter 
a million New Yorkers from 
participating in the annual 
Halloween parade of cos-
tumed residents hours later, 
New York Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo said the annual 
New York City marathon will  
proceed on Nov. 5 as sched-
uled.

The killer, who police said 
was a 29-year-old native of 
Uzbekistan who had lived in 
the U.S. since 2010, cried “Al-
lahu Akbar,” Arabic for God 
is great, as police shot and ar-
rested him.

Steve Canter, a NAMB 
Send City missionary, said 
the words are perhaps less 
shocking to New Yorkers than 
Americans in other parts of 
the country.

“Because we’re constantly 
surrounded by the diversity 
and the nations of the world, 
that to hear phrases like that,” 
Canter said, “I don’t think 
there’s as much of a shock 
value by those words and that 
they’re being proclaimed by 
someone.”

Cultural groups that don’t 
like each other, for the most 
part, figure out ways to live 
together in New York, Canter 
said.

“Part of that is you almost 
get desensitized to some of 
the language and the words 
and rhetoric that you hear,” 
Canter said. “But now still, 
it’s obviously, in the context of 
people being murdered, then 
it’s shocking.”

Canter works with sev-
eral Southern Baptist church 
planters in New York, many 
who seek to share the gospel 
with Muslims and Arabic  

language communities.
“This is a reminder of the 

need for praying for them, for 
seeing them thrive in those 
neighborhoods that are very 
tough and very difficult and 
very dangerous, for some of 
them,” Canter said. “I think 
for Southern Baptists, I would 
love [for this to be] a reminder 
that they just need our love, 
and our support and encour-
agement.”

The attack is the deadliest 
in New York since Sept. 11, 
2001, although the death and 

BonuS ContEnt

CNN screen capture

injury toll of the latest doesn’t 
rival the death toll of 2,600 in 
the earlier tragedy.

Six tourists died at the 
scene, New York police said in 
a press conference today. Two 
others died at hospitals. Nine 
remained hospitalized – four 
in critical but stable condition 
– as of noon Eastern Time 
today, police said. Among the 
injured, two were aboard the 
school bus Saipov hit. In the 
rental truck he drove, Saipov 
left a note pledging allegiance 
to ISIS, police said. Most re-

cently, he had worked as an 
Uber driver.

On Sunday, Russell will 
begin a preaching series on 
faith and freedom, focusing on 
“how a just faith sets us free to 
pursue justice for everyone,” 
he said.”

“We’re going to be able to 
unite as a church family in 
speaking to the issue and pray-
ing together this weekend,” 
Russell said. “That was actu-
ally what was in the sermon 
calendar before everything 
happened.”

Officials, police halt worship in 10 Indian churches
NEW DELHI, India (BP) – 
Officials and police in Tamil 
Nadu state, India, have or-
dered 10 churches to discon-
tinue worship services, sources 
said.

Hindu extremists com-
pelled state officials and police 
to issue orders to the churches 
in Coimbatore District to stop 
worship unless they obtain per-
mission from the collector’s of-
fice, church leaders said. And 
extremists reportedly intend 
to target 20 others in the same 
way.

“It is a well-planned conspir-
acy against the Christian com-
munity, as the Hindu extrem-
ists know that it is not easy to 
approach the collector’s office 
for such permissions,” pastor 
Johnson Sathyanathan, presi-
dent of the Synod of Pentecos-
tal Churches of Coimbatore, 
told Morning Star News. “The 
time to get such approvals can 
stretch from a year and a half 

to many more years.”
The district revenue officer 

told church leaders that orders 
against six churches were is-
sued on the complaint of mem-
bers of the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS), a Hindu 
nationalist, paramilitary or-
ganization widely regarded as 
the parent organization of the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. 
Orders were issued in one case 
based on a complaint by the 
Hanuman Sena, a fairly new 
Hindu extremist group.

A Christian delegation met 
the minister of Internal Affairs 
of Tamil Nadu early last week 
and expressed concern and 
fear about the recent notices. 
The state minister on Oct. 24 
called on the deputy super-
intendent of police and the 
local member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of Sulur to look 
into the matter and take steps 
to ensure that the worship 
services can resume, pastor  

Sathyanathan said.
“Altogether there are 10 

churches that have been di-
rectly affected in the last two 
months,” he said. “They are 
all residents of the area, and 
people have never had trouble 
with these churches before. 
These pastors have been doing 
ministry for many years now.”

Besides the six churches, an-
other congregation, an Assem-
blies of God Church in Then-
nampalayam, was first target-
ed during its Vacation Bible 
School this summer, when the 
members of RSS attacked its 
van transporting children, as-
saulting three young people. 
The revenue officer has closed 
down the church based on a 
complaint by the RSS, saying 
the pastor must secure permis-
sion from the collector to con-
tinue worshipping.

The pastor has been leading 
the church at its present loca-
tion for more than five years.
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