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Arkansas Baptist churches
across state expand ministries 

Churches
 build for Christ

pages 9-11

‘Strength through 
unity,’ Tucker says

Churches celebrate Christ’s birth
See UNITY page 6 Jessica Vanderpool

Arkansas Baptist News

CHRISTMAS is a time to cel-
ebrate the birth of Christ and 
share the good news of His 
coming with the world – and 
churches across Arkansas are 
doing just that.

For many Southern Baptists 
it takes the form of studying 
international missions and cel-
ebrating the work of mission-
aries around the globe through 
promotion of the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Inter-
national Missions.

Christmas projects
Other congregations un-

dertake a variety of activities, 
including packing boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child 
(OCC), a project of Samari-
tan’s Purse that provides the 
gospel and gifts for children at 
Christmastime. See CHRISTMAS page 8
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First Baptist Church, Little Rock, brought back its “living Christmas tree” production - called  “The Tree” - for the first time in 14 
years in 2015. The two-hour “musical and visual celebration of Christmas,” features a cast of more than 250 and a structure that 
stands 40-plus feet tall, according to First Baptist’s website.

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – The more 
challenging the times, the 
more Arkansas Baptists must 
unify and work together to 

further the 
cause of Jesus 
Christ in the 
Natural State.

That was 
the message 
J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, exec-
utive director 
of the Arkan-
sas Baptist 

State Convention (ABSC), 
shared during the Dec. 8 Ex-
ecutive Board meeting at the 
Baptist building in Little Rock.

Tucker welcomed new 
board members recently 
elected by messengers during This was the third year for 

Perryville Second Baptist 
Church to take part in OCC. 
Church members donate 
items, and then children and 
youth have a packing party as 
a mission project, where they 
watch a how-to video and then 
pack the boxes and pray over 
them. This year, the church 
packed 52 shoe boxes. 

Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, served as a 
relay center for OCC this year. 

“This new opportunity al-
lowed volunteers at Park Hill 
to learn more about the Op-
eration Christmas Child pro-
gram and to connect with oth-
ers in the community as they 
dropped off their gift-filled 
shoe boxes,” said Michelle 
Conner, who served as the 
church’s OCC coordinator.

She said that, during the na-
tional collection week, 1,662 
shoe boxes were collected at 

the relay site, which were sent 
to Charlotte, N.C., to be pro-
cessed for distribution.

“The 70-plus volunteers 
that staffed the relay center 
were thrilled to see shoe boxes 
come into the relay center, 
knowing that each shoe box 
represents a gospel oppor-
tunity in another part of the 
world,” Conner said. 

Her husband, Garrick Con-
ner, who serves as discipleship 
pastor at Park Hill, added the 
project also helped Park Hill in 
community outreach. 

“Our church members 
love serving with Operation 
Christmas Child. Serving as 
a relay center was a logical 
next-step for our church, and 
it afforded us opportunities 
to connect with our commu-
nity and educate our people 
about the mission and work 

the convention annual meet-
ing in Hot Springs. The new 
members, who begin their ser-
vice in 2016, participated in 
a board orientation later that 
afternoon.

“All right, this is exciting. I 
can feel the energy and enthu-
siasm,” said Tucker, adding, 
“I want you, as an Executive 
Board and trustees, to champi-
on the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. Champion who 
we are, what we do, what we 
stand for.”

He also encouraged them 
to “champion our funding” 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram and other offerings. 

“I’m not going to play hard-
ball with folks who give a lot or 
those who give a little. … I’ve 
chosen not to do that. I think 
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Foundation sells building,
distributes part of proceeds  
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation has dis-
tributed more than $340,000 
to the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and related con-
vention entities following the 
sale of its building on Kanis 
Road to Baptist Health.

Bobby Thomas, Founda-
tion president, announced the 
sale and distribution of funds 
following the Nov. 12 meeting 
of the organization’s board of 
directors.

Thomas said the Founda-
tion building was sold back to 
Baptist Health of Little Rock 
for $946,135 on terms estab-
lished in the buy-back clause See BUILDING page 3

of the contract from the prop-
erty’s original purchase in 
1998. The building is located 
at 10117 Kanis Road in Little 
Rock near Baptist Health hos-
pital in an area some refer to 
as “Medical Row” because of 
numerous physicians’ offices 
and other facilities related to 
the hospital.

Following the sale, Thomas 
said the Foundation board 
voted to make one-time gifts 
of a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of its former 
office building “to the min-
istries, teams, agencies and 
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Russell Moore slams 
Trump over comments
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – Southern Baptist 
ethicist Russell Moore has 
renewed his criticism of 
Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump, 
drawing a wave of media 
attention for denounc-
ing the businessman’s 
proposal to temporarily 
prevent all Muslims from 
entering the U.S. “Anyone 
who cares an iota about 
religious liberty” should 
denounce Trump’s “reck-
less, demagogic rhetoric,” 
Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, wrote in 
a Dec. 7 blog post that 
had been shared 17,000 
times on Facebook by the 
morning of Dec. 9. Media 
outlets across the country 
reported on Moore’s com-
ments, and he appeared 
on CNN Dec. 8.

UT Knoxville promotes
‘holiday belief diversity’ 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– For the second time in 
recent months, the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at 
Knoxville has removed a 
controversial Web post 
from its diversity office 
after chief state politi-
cians threatened funding 
cuts and called for em-
ployee resignations and 
terminations. A universi-
ty post urging employees 
to respect a diversity of 
beliefs when hosting par-
ties during the Christmas 
season has been dropped 
in favor of a more general 
message. “As we enter the 
holiday season, please be 
mindful of the rich diver-
sity of our campus com-
munity,” the revised post 
reads in part, and makes 
no specific mention of 
Christmas: “Recognizing 
a wide variety of cultures 
and beliefs, we should 
note that people choose 
to celebrate in different 
ways and on varying days 
of the year.”

Baptist minister saves weekly newspaper

Larry Killian outside the offices of the South Arkansas Sun in Hampton. Killian, 
worship and discipleship pastor at Parkers Chapel First Baptist Church, El Dorado, 
bought the newspaper after it closed its doors in August.

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HAMPTON – One week 
the South Arkansas Sun was 
on people’s porches. The 
next week, it was not. That’s 
how abruptly the publication 
of Calhoun County’s only 
newspaper stopped.

Larry Killian, worship and 
discipleship pastor at Parkers 
Chapel First Baptist Church, 
El Dorado, remembers read-

ing a notice 
in an Au-
gust edition 
of the week-
ly newspa-
per stating 
it would be 
the last issue 
and think-
ing, “Wait, 
we’ve got to 

have a newspaper.”
“Somebody’s got to do it,” 

he thought. “I know we’ve 
only got 5,000 people in 
the county, but … we need 
a paper!”

So the 53-year-old minis-
ter with no prior newspaper 
experience found a solution 
– he bought the newspa-
per for $12,000, along with 
a building on Hampton’s 
Main Street to house the 
business.

Now, as publisher and 
editor of the Sun, he is deep 
in the midst of learning the 
newspaper business.

Killian, a Ouachita Bap-
tist University graduate, said 

some of his experiences at the 
church have helped him devel-
op skills that have been useful 
at the newspaper. For example, 
he has helped with church 
newsletters and bulletins, so 
laying out the newspaper is 
not a huge obstacle. Neither 
is writing.

He said his larger chal-
lenges have come in the form 
of things like selling advertis-
ing and getting organized for 
receiving ads, classifieds, col-
umns and news – and doing 
all of this as one person while 
minimizing mistakes.

Since reopening the news-
paper in November, Killian 
has published a handful of 
issues – printing about 1,200 
copies of each, about 800 
of which end up in readers’ 
hands. 

He noted the newspaper is 
mailed out across the United 
States – from California to 
New York.

Killian said he enjoys his 
new endeavor, along with get-
ting to know many new people 
he meets.

“I think of it as a new expe-
rience for me,” he said.

He said the community ap-
pears to be enjoying the return 
of the newspaper.

“They just have been so ex-
cited to have a paper back,” he 
said. “Everybody comes in … 
(and) they’ll say, ‘I saw we had 
a paper – I am so glad!’ And a 
lot of them are saying, “Hey, it 
looks good.’”

Though Killian does not 

have any full-time staff, he does 
have some outside help, such 
as a woman who does photog-
raphy and a woman who helps 
with distribution. He also has 
several people who help write, 
including Ovid Goode, who 
owned a now-closed compet-
ing newspaper. Killian’s wife, 
Shanna, also helps him in vari-
ous ways.

And while learning to run 
a newspaper can be intense, 
Killian said he has in no way 
forsaken his ministry. 

Not only is he continuing in 
his role at Parkers Chapel First 
Baptist, but also he thinks the 
newspaper business can widen 
the door for ministry even 
more.

He explained that he has 
been in ministry for 30-plus 
years, with his office being the 

church – and with 90 per-
cent of the people who come 
in already knowing the Lord. 
But like a lot of churches 
today, life-changing ministry 
many times takes place out-
side the church walls.

“Well, now this puts me 
in the workplace. It puts 
me … where I’m coming in 
contact with people that 
may or may not know the 
Lord,” he said, noting many 
people will know him as “the 
newspaper man” instead of 
“Bro. Larry,” which will give 
him an opportunity to share 
about Jesus.

“My ministry as minister 
is not gone and void. It’s just 
(a) different avenue in my 
mind,” he said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool 
at jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

WMU Foundation helps Syrian refugees in Jordan

Abbassi

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) Foundation is work-
ing with Arab Woman Today 
(AWT) to help Syrian refugees 
currently living in Jor-
dan. The number of 
refugees fleeing to Jor-
dan has significantly 
increased in recent 
weeks.

The Jordanian gov-
ernment reports there 
are 1.5 million Syrian 
refugees currently liv-
ing in Jordan, but only a small 
percentage reside in official 
refugee camps. Those who 
live outside of the camps are 
not eligible to receive food 
or other assistance from the 

Jordanian government.
“Because of the increase in 

the number of refugees from 
Syria, we are seeing many fami-
lies who are not being taken 

care of and have no-
where to turn,” said 
Ruba Abbassi, founder 
and director of AWT. 
“They need food, blan-
kets and basic necessi-
ties.”

The WMU Founda-
tion has a long history 
of working with AWT.

“AWT is a trusted ministry 
partner,” said David George, 
president of the WMU Foun-
dation. “They have been shar-
ing Christ’s love in the Arab 
world for many years, and this 

is an incredible opportunity to 
help these vulnerable families. 
The news media has recently 
picked up on the Syrian refu-
gee issue, but AWT has been 
addressing this in Jordan for 
well over a year.”

According to the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
on Refugees, roughly 4 million 
Syrian people have fled the 
country to seek safety in other 
countries, and more than 7.5 
million have been internally 
displaced.

In addition to WMU, Bap-
tist Global Response (BGR) 
has conducted Syrian refugee 
relief projects that meet physi-
cal needs and emotional needs  
of people.

Jeff Palmer, BGR executive 
director, said Southern Bap-
tists have poured nearly $3 
million through BGR into re-
lief efforts for Syrian refugees. 
These resources have helped 
fund projects in several coun-
tries and have been used for 
things like distributions of 
food, blankets, clothing and 
more.

To assist in the WMU ef-
fort, people can provide a blan-
ket for $25, a heater for $50 
or a month’s worth of food 
for a family for $100. Dona-
tions can be sent to the WMU 
Foundation’s AWT Fund, 100 
Missionary Ridge, Birming-
ham, AL 35242 or made on-
line at wmufoundation.com.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Killian
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Louisiana College 
no longer on probation
PINEVILLE, La. (BP) 
– The Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and 
Schools’ Commission 
on Colleges has removed 
Louisiana College from 
probation. The accredita-
tion organization placed 
the school on probation 
in June 2014 based on the 
institution’s response to 
unsolicited information 
alleging noncompliance 
with the principle of in-
tegrity, governance, per-
sonnel and finances dur-
ing the administration of 
past President Joe Aguil-
lard, who stepped down 
amid controversy in May 
2014. 

Obama: Acts of violence 
 ‘a perversion of Islam’

ABCHomes dedicates Family Care Home in LR
LITTLE ROCK – More than 
75 supporters and friends of 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes) recently gath-
ered to dedicate the new Little 
Rock Family Care Home at 6 
Physician Drive in Little Rock.

The home, designed for 
single, adult mothers and their 
children, officially opened its 
doors with a Dec. 8 dedica-
tion ceremony. To date, three 
families have moved in to the 
home. 

“By the end of the year, 
we could be full, as we add 
more families each week,” 
said Derek Brown, Little Rock 
area director. “I believe this 
ministry will provide a safety 
net and place to start over for 
many single mothers who are 
struggling.”

Chandler* and her infant 
son were the first family to 
move into the Little Rock 
home. 

“We are blessed to be here,” 
she said. 

The home, located in the 
former ABCHomes Promise 
House Maternity Home, is 
owned by Baptist Health of 
Little Rock. Donors and vol-
unteers helped remodel and 
furnish the home. Van-Tassel 
Proctor Construction remod-
eled the homes kitchen and 
donated their labor.

Among attendees of the 

dedication event were repre-
sentatives from the Arkansas 
governor’s and lieutenant gov-
ernor’s offices, ABCHomes 
staff and ABCHomes board 
members and friends. 

Speaking at the dedication 
event, John Ross, ABCHomes 
development officer, thanked 
volunteers and donors for 
their contribution. 

“As much as we need your 
money, we also need your 
prayers because every prayer 
is translated into ministry 
that brings healing to broken 
hearts and brings glory to our 
God,” said Ross. 

The 7,500-square-foot facil-
ity features six private suites, 
two family rooms, a play area, a 
counseling room, a large kitch-
en with six refrigerators, a din-
ing room, a playground and 
an outdoor deck. Four suites 
have a bedroom with two twin 
beds, plus a private bathroom 
that adjoins a child’s bedroom 
with two twin beds. Two other 
single rooms have two twin 
beds and private baths.

Sarah Henry of Redeemed 
Home Goods of Little Rock 
was the interior decorator of 
the home. Henry, who was 
assisted by Mary Tucker and 
Courtney Rusher, spent count-
less hours decorating the 
home. 

“The home and all of the 
furnishings and decorations 

are absolutely stunning,” said 
Stephanie Rodgers, presi-
dent of ABCHomes’ Execu-
tive Board and an AB-
CHomes alumna. “I’m 
so very thankful for our 
generous donors.”

The home will as-
sist single-parent moth-
ers and their children 
through residential 
group care, mentor-
ing, financial planning, 
teaching, counseling 
and referral to valuable com-
munity resources. Amanda 
Bateman, who will live on-site, 
will serve as resident manager 
of the home. She will inter-
view potential clients and 

oversee daily life at the facility, 
which includes coordinating 
cooking schedules, organizing 

volunteers and equip-
ping mothers with 
life skills. 

“ABCHomes staff 
will offer support for 
moms needing help 
in balancing their 
job, education and 
never-ending needs of 
their children,” said 
Brown, adding, “As-

sistance will also be provided 
in goal setting, budgeting, par-
enting, homemaking, spiritual 
growth and relationship build-
ing, among others.”

*Names changed for privacy. 

WASHINGTON (BP) –In 
an address on America’s 
War on Terror, President 
Obama said committing 
acts of violence in the 
name of Allah represents 
a perversion of Islam. 
Obama called Muslims 
“to speak out against ... 
those interpretations of 
Islam that are incompat-
ible with the values of reli-
gious tolerance, mutual re-
spect and human dignity.” 
He called all Americans 
“to reject discrimination” 
against Muslims. Evan-
gelical scholars of Islam 
responded to both points, 
noting a debate among 
both Christians and Mus-
lims over the compatibil-
ity of Islam and violent 
“jihad,” the Muslim term 
for “holy war.” The Dec. 
6 address occurred four 
days after a Muslim hus-
band and wife killed 14 
people and wounded 21 
during a shooting spree 
in San Bernardino, Calif. 
The couple, Obama said, 
“had gone down the dark 
path of radicalization, 
embracing a perverted 
interpretation of Islam 
that calls for war against 
America and the West.” 

Ariel and Derek Brown (left) speak to Phyllis Bell, liaison with the governor’s office, 
during the dedication of the new Little Rock Family Care Home at 6 Physician Drive 
in Little Rock. Photo by Stella Prather

Bateman

continued from page one
BUILDING
institutions of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention in 
proportion to the Cooperative 
Program budget formula.”

Strengthening of the part-
nership between the ABSC 
and other convention agen-
cies was among the reasons the 
Foundation board approved a 
plan May 14 to sell its existing 
building and relocate to the 
ABSC building at 10 Rem-
ington Drive in Little Rock, 
Thomas said in an Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) article June 
2.

Already, offices of the Ar-
kansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes) and the ABN 
are located in the ABSC build-
ing where they have long-term 
lease agreements with the con-
vention.

Also in the June 2 article, 

Thomas said that in addition 
to strengthening convention 
and agency ties, the Founda-
tion’s executive committee 
found the decision to move 
would eliminate duplication 
and distractions of building 
ownership, fulfill the vision 
for an agency ministry center 
within the ABSC building, 
save annual operating costs 
and provide an “infusion of 
capital for ministry.”

Thomas provided the 
ABN with some “additional 
thoughts” regarding the sale 
of the building that included 
the following: (1) It is a one-
time gift from a portion of the 
building proceeds; (2) it was 
made possible by the Founda-
tion’s relocation to the ABSC 
building (which was completed 
in September); (3) funds dis-
tributed to ABSC ministries 
were pro rata to the conven-
tion’s Cooperative Program 
formula minus the Founda-
tion portion; (4) no restric-

tions were placed on the use 
of funds, and (5) it is not a re-
turn of Cooperative Program 
funds.

“Our hope is that this (gift) 
will be celebrated for what it 
is, … an opportunity for the 
Foundation to practice what it 
preaches – the message of stew-
ardship on the kingdom path,” 
Thomas said.

The breakdown to the 
convention and various enti-
ties was as follows: ABSC, 
$195,304; Camp Siloam, 
$7,180; ABCHomes, $16,483; 
ABN, $8,242; Ouachita Bap-
tist University, $89,660, and 
Williams Baptist College, 
$27,035. 

In other action during its 
recent meeting, the board:

– Heard an institutional re-
port from Jason Wilkie, execu-
tive director of Camp Siloam, 
who shared about the history 
of the camp, growth trends 
and the camp’s 20-Year Master 
Plan. He reported on the need 

for construction of a new din-
ing hall and Camp Siloam’s 
“Feed My Sheep” fundraising 
project, which has a goal of 
$3.4 million.

– Heard a ministry report 
from David James, team 
leader of the ABSC college 
and young leaders team, and 
Brandon Watson, young adult 
minister at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, who is a 
Metro Baptist Collegiate Min-
istry partner. 

– Approved the report of 
the Foundation nominating 
committee for its 2016 officers, 
which included Judy Jones, a 
CPA and member of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, chair; Noyl Hous-
ton, an attorney and member 
of Central Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, vice chair, and 
Mike Seabaugh, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Magnolia, 
secretary.

– Approved a 2016 operat-
ing budget of $1,060,000.
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Thanks and giving
T his year I celebrated my 

18th Black Friday work-
ing retail. Every year is the 
same story. We gather at our 
family’s house on Thanksgiv-
ing, eat turkey and pumpkin 
pie and sit around watching 
football. Then 
the next day 
I go to work 
and watch 
shoppers 
spend money 
on more stuff. Funny isn’t it? 
One day we are “thankful” for 
all we have. The next day, we 
trample each other for more. 

Black Friday weekend has 
become something of a love/
hate event for many of us. We 
bewail the retailers who dare 
open on Thanksgiving night 

to try and woo early shoppers 
who haven’t even finished 
their desserts. At the same 
time, we peruse the sale ads 
with enthusiasm to see what 
bargains we may find. I was 
shocked this year when my 

own employer 
chose to open 
at our normal 
time to give 
us a few more 
moments to 

enjoy our families for the holi-
day. Very classy in my book. 
After Black Friday comes 
Cyber Monday, where every-
one who wore themselves 
out during the weekend can 
spend more money from the 
privacy of their own homes. 
How ingenious!  

I’m glad to see another 
traditional day taking hold: 
Giving Tuesday. The focus of 
Giving Tuesday is to motivate 
people to give to their favorite 
charities. It’s a great way to 
remind us that, as the most 
blessed people on Earth, we 
are responsible to pay forward 
some of those blessings. For 
those who missed it, please 
contact the editor for my 
mailing address. I take cash, 
checks and money orders.

So now we are halfway 
through the Christmas sea-
son. It’s stressful. Parties, 
shopping, decorating, church 
cantatas and other events 
have filled the calendar. We’re 
about to see family members 
we haven’t seen since last 

year. We’ll be participating in 
family traditions that we all 
cherish. We look forward to 
mom’s famous dish, or sadly, 
this may be the first Christ-
mas without it.  

I usually don’t get into the 
Christmas “spirit” as early 
as some, but when I do, this 
becomes one of my favorite 
times of the year. Yes, I hate 
that atheists are trying to 
destroy nativities around the 
country. I know the contro-
versy that surrounds the term 
“merry Christmas.” I am 
cynical enough to believe that 
while we are distracted with 
our gatherings, someone in 
our government is trying to 
fleece the American people. 

Through all this, I am also 

keenly aware that this month 
is a celebration. It begins with 
a reminder that I am blessed 
far beyond what I deserve. It 
ends with the opportunity to 
celebrate the greatest Gift I’ve 
ever received – the Gift of a 
Savior who was introduced 
quietly to the world in a little 
feeding trough on the edge 
of town. The world has prob-
lems. America has problems. 
Arkansas has problems, but 
this is the season when we 
recognize that His greatest 
Gift has provided an eternal 
answer. So today, I offer my 
thanks – for His giving. 

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton 
Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Viewpoint
Kim Reeder
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

2016 would be a good year for 
the Church to focus on help-
ing bring about life-change for 
nonbelievers who, because of 
their unbelief, tend to ridi-
cule the Church for its stands 
on social and moral issues of 
our day.

As believers 
it is easy to be 
lulled into being 
passive bystand-
ers, rather than 
passionate activ-

ists, as we live and work inside 
what is becoming a more 
secularized culture with each 
passing day.

While we all cannot run for 
office or have access to public 
venues to engage in vocal dis-
course that influences public 
policy, there are many ways 
we can make our faith known 
and testify to our risen Lord 
each and every day of our 
lives. 

It goes without saying that 
every Christian of voting age 

D o the best you can with 
what you have and 

don’t worry about the rest.”
I believe in many ways 

Scripture reinforces this adage 
of life, but I wonder how 
many Christians actually be-
lieve it and live it?

During this 
time of thank-
fulness and 
celebration 
of the birth 
of our Lord 
and Savior, it is a good time 
to re-evaluate our purpose 
and charge as ambassadors of 
Jesus Christ.

Events of the past year cer-
tainly have challenged and 
tested even the most devout 
follower of Christ. 

Unfortunately Christians 
– and more specifically those 
of us who call ourselves 
Southern Baptists – often are 
known by what we are against,  
rather than what we are for.

With that in mind, perhaps 

Become a ‘faith-driven consumer’ for Christ
should be a registered voter 
and exercise that right by vet-
ting candidates thoroughly 
and casting a ballot for those 
who most closely support 
Christian values.

Of course, the obvious way 
to be a witness is within our 
own sphere of influence at 
work, at school and inside 
our own communities.

Other ways are to “vote 
with our dollars” by not 
supporting companies that 
openly support anti-biblical 
morality.

Such is the case with the 
Campbell’s Soup brand, 
which recently began airing a 
TV commercial referencing 
the new “Star Wars” movie 
and promoting a same-sex 
union where a young boy has 
“two fathers.”

Recently, I became aware 
of a unique idea from an 
organization called The Faith-
Driven Consumer (faith-
drivenconsumer.com).

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

In addition to providing 
consumers with updates on 
various companies, it pro-
motes advocacy of best prac-
tices to encourage companies 
to better understand faith-
driven consumers. Rather 

than promote a boycott, they 
encourage a “buycott” by sup-
porting only companies and 
organizations that are faith 
friendly.

See FAITH-DRIVEN page 5
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Being ‘home’
B y now, we’ve all heard it for the hundredth time – 

the sentiment of being home for Christmas. 
But, what is “home”? The house where your parents 

have always lived? Grandma’s house, the one place every-
one still gathers? Perhaps, like some friends of mine, home 
is a house that has been in the family for 
multiple generations. Or maybe home is a 
little more undefined.

Seventeen years ago in an Arkansas 
Baptist church, two Arkansas Baptist col-
lege students stood before the Lord God 
and a group of assembled witnesses and made a vow to 
love and honor each other. But, even with a fairly strong 
connection to Arkansas, these two crazy college kids had 
no concept of building a location-
based home together. He had 
grown up in an Air Force family, 
landing in Jacksonville and going 
to Ouachita Baptist University. She 
had grown up on the mission field 
and returned to her birth state to 
attend Ouachita. Neither of them 
could really define “home” or con-
nect it to a single location. 

So, over the years, this couple 
would move nine times across 
three states. Somewhere along the 
way, they would realize that Arkan-
sas was where they wanted to settle. But, they would also 
learn the definition of “home” as a place of the heart. That 
couple was my husband, Doug, and me.

Paul knew this definition as well. After his miraculous 

salvation experience, Saul of Tarsus became Paul the 
nomad. He traveled from place to place, building churches 
and relationships that he carried in his heart no matter 
where he went. He cherished the relationships formed in 
person, as well as those forged via Letter and reputation. 

Every time I read one of Paul’s Epistles, my 
heart is stirred most by confessions of love like 
those found in Romans 1:8-9, Ephesian 1:15-
16, Philippians 1:8 or Colossians 1:3. 

For Paul, these people, these fellow believ-
ers, represented home. 

Those once crazy college kids have expanded into a crazy 
ministry family of five. But, unlike our college days, we 
now have a better understanding of what “home” means. 

This year, we celebrate Christmas in a 
new house, community and church, and 
we are expanding our sense of “home.” 
Still, our hearts, like Paul’s, will always 
remain connected to “home” spread 
across multiple states and around the 
world. 

Yes, “home” is people. “Home” is con-
nection. “Home” is that bond that will 
be truly fulfilled one amazing day when 
we are permanently unified in our eter-
nal home. 

May you truly know the joy of being 
“home” from Christmas this year because 

of the people who hold your heart, wherever you or they 
may physically reside.

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in 
Hensley. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

A dvent – from the Latin 
“adventus,” which means 

“coming” – is the beginning of 
the church calendar for most 
Christian denominations. It takes 
place during the four Sundays be-
fore Christmas. Each Sunday dur-
ing Advent, church services focus 
upon the birth of Christ.

Central to most Advent celebra-
tions are the four Advent candles. 
Three of these candles are purple 
(symbolizing repentance); one 
candle is pink (representing joy). 
Each candle represents a weekly 
theme, and one is lit each week 
until all are lit on the fourth Sun-
day of Advent. Some churches 
add a white candle, which they 
light on Christmas Day.

Various biblical readings coin-
cide with the weeks of Advent. 
The first Sunday points to Old 
Testament prophecy, which pro-
vides the hope of the coming Mes-
siah. The second Sunday refers 
to Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem. The third Sunday 
commemorates the joy of the 
shepherds, who were the first 
recipients of the good news. The 
fourth Sunday celebrates the an-
gels and their message of peace to 
all humanity. All of these weeks 
anticipate Christ’s coming, both 
His birth and His return.

Although Christmas is just a 
few days away, there is still time 
to celebrate Advent this year. 
Devotionals, many of which are 
available online, provide thought-
ful preparation to Christmas. 
Advent calendars – elaborate or 
simple – can bring anticipation to 
Jesus’ birth. Each year, my family 
places a paper “Advent chain” at 
our kitchen doorway. Each day 
we take a link off the chain until 
Christmas Day. Consider listen-
ing to the “A Festival of Nine 
Carols and Lessons” service on 
Christmas Eve, or celebrate the 
“Twelve Days of Christmas” from 
Christmas Eve to Epiphany (Jan. 
5), the traditional commemora-
tion of the wise men’s visit to 
Jesus.

Perhaps the celebration of Ad-
vent will help many move away 
from the materialism of the sea-
son and focus upon the reason 
for it.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Send your ques-
tions to tim@arkansasbaptist.org. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What is Advent?

Ramsey Christmas confection connections
N early 20 years ago, my wife, Gaye, and I began what 

is now a Ramsey family Christmas tradition through 
which we have had opportunities to build relationships 
with, minister to and share the gospel with dozens of 
neighbors. For our son and daughter – now college stu-
dents – it is just as much a part of Christmas as presents 
under the tree. Having recently purchased a new home, we 
are excited about making Christmas connections with our 
new neighbors.

Very soon, Gaye will be filling a dozen 
Christmas tins or ribbon-adorned wicker 
baskets with homemade Christmas cook-
ies, cupcakes and candies. We usually also 
include a Christmas music CD, DVD or 
Blu-ray and a Christmas card. 

The card always says something like: “Christmas is a 
very special time of year for our family. It is a time for shar-
ing gifts of love with family, friends and neighbors. We 
do this to commemorate God sending His greatest gift of 
love to mankind, more than 2,000 years ago, through the 
birth of Jesus Christ. It is our hope and prayer that God 
will grant you and your family the same Christmas joy He 
has granted to our family. Being our neighbors, you have 
no doubt noticed that we are certainly not a perfect fam-
ily; but we sure are grateful for the peace and joy we have 
found through a relationship with Jesus Christ. If ever you 
feel you need someone to pray, please, come over or give 

us a call (phone number). Merry Christmas! – Eric, Gaye, 
Andrew and Alisha.”

The four of us go together, as a family, to make house-to-
house deliveries to the 12 neighbors in closest proximity to 
our home. For some reason, even in communities where 
ringing doorbells and knocking on doors is not well-re-
ceived, people are fine with it on a cold December evening. 
As soon as the porch light comes on and the door cracks 

open, we begin singing a Christmas carol. At 
the conclusion of the song, we present the gift 
and ask the neighbors if we can pray for their 
home and family. After a short prayer, we wish 
them a merry Christmas and head to the next 
house.  After the deliveries have been made, 

we go home, enjoy some hot chocolate and pray for each of 
our neighbors.

As a result of this annual tradition, we have seen count-
less neighbors just drop by the house and ask us to pray for 
them. We have developed new friendships and seen God 
change many lives. In addition, our children have learned 
the joy of sharing the true meaning of Christmas. Gaye 
is looking forward to the day when our family of four be-
comes several more, and we are passing this tradition on to 
grandchildren.  

I say, “Gaye, let’s not rush things …” (grin).
Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 

serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

continued from page 4
FAITH-DRIVEN

I like the idea of “buycott” over “boycott” because it 
feels proactive rather than reactive.

Considering the complexity of multinational corpora-

tions today that operate within our consumer society, it 
may be hard to “buycott” all products produced by com-
panies with anti-biblical values, but when feasible, it is 
good to know there is an organization to help a commit-
ted follower of Jesus Christ do just that.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/executive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist News. Contact him at tim@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Love before shooting and just after praying
J erry Falwell Jr., president 

of Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va., recently made 
news by urging Liberty stu-
dents to acquire concealed 
weapon permits in order to 
defend themselves against 
Muslims.

Falwell’s comments came 
following a terrorist attack in 
San Bernardino, Calif., perpe-
trated by two Muslim radicals 
Dec. 2. The attack killed 14 
people and injured more than 
20 others.

“It just blows my mind 
when I see the president of 
the United States say that the 
answer to circumstances like 
that is more gun control,” said 

Falwell. “I’ve always thought 
if more good people had con-
cealed carry permits, then we 
could end those Muslims be-
fore they walked in and killed 
them.”

Pundits on 
both sides of 
the political 
aisle were quick 
to comment on 
Falwell’s brazen remarks. Todd 
Starnes, a Fox News columnist 
and Southern Baptist, voiced 
support for Falwell.

“Should the Islamic radicals 
wage jihad in your town – I 
suspect most Americans would 
want to share a foxhole with 
someone like Jerry Falwell, Jr. 

– armed with a Bible in one 
hand and a gun in the other,” 
Starnes wrote.

In an article for The Atlantic, 
Jonathan Merritt, contributing 

writer for The 
Atlantic and 
son of former 
Southern Bap-
tist Conven-
tion president 

James Merritt, voiced concern 
with Falwell’s words, which he 
called, “the latest in a string 
of proclamations by conser-
vative Christians appealing 
to religious authority and yet 
apparently devoid of biblical 
reflection.”

While there are scriptural 

mandates for defense, includ-
ing the mandate of a man to 
defend his family, the words of 
Christ in the New Testament 
are resoundingly nonviolent. 
In fact, they call us to love our 
enemies, and furthermore to 
pray for them.

For Christians, our person-
al identity is found exclusively 
in Christ, not our culture, 
country of origin, political 
views, ethnicity or any other 
man-made category. There-
fore, we should strive to grow 
more like Christ, and less like 
our sinful natural self, every 
day. This means making deci-
sions based on God’s Word 
and not on our own cultural  

continued from page one
UNITY
you get more folks on board 
by making our commitment as 
what we do as Arkansas Bap-
tists so compelling that folks 
want to give,” Tucker said. 

“I want you to know that 
I believe very strongly in the 
funding mechanism that we 
have. We produce credible, 
spiritual synergy by how we 
work together and by how we 
give. I want you to champion 
Cooperative Program giving, 
champion missions for the 
state, and for the SBC, cham-
pion the extra offerings that 
we take for the in-state groups, 
champion the funding.”

Tucker said unity is essen-
tial in moving ahead in chal-
lenging times.

“These are extremely chal-
lenging days. We can’t play 
around anymore. Any organi-
zation that is low quality, in-
efficient, is going to go away. 
It’s just how it is. And we have 
challenges for us that we will 
accomplish only if we do this 
thing together and work to-
gether. We’re going to have to 
always visit the essentials ver-
sus the nonessentials. Be sure 
to get a copy of the Baptist 
Faith and Message and read 
what’s in it, and read what’s 
not in it,” he said.

Tucker emphasized that it 
is important today to be di-
verse, while unifying around 
the Baptist Faith and Message 
Southern Baptist doctrinal 
statement.

“Some churches feel like if a 
pastor preaches in blue jeans, 

how could he not die and go 
straight to hell?” Tucker said, 
resulting in the room erupting 
in laughter. 

“I’m going to tell you what 
we’ve decided to do as an or-
ganization. We’ve decided that 
we’ll work under what’s in the 
Baptist Faith and Message, and 
you have the right for your 
church, or your association, to 
say, ‘This is what we believe, 
and this is what we practice,’” 
he said.

These issues are important 
because the state is only grow-
ing more diverse socioeco-
nomically, generationally and 
ethnically, said Tucker.

“It is going to stretch this 
state like you’ve never seen. A 
lot of churches cannot main-
tain a movement of God and 
revival because it scares them 
to death. Everything (that) 
is not under there little bitty 
thumb of control and diversity 
really comes out. You always 
really have to come back and 
ask what is essential and what 
is important. I think there is 
too much praying going on in 
the state for God not to bless 
in a great way,” he added.

Tucker recounted the first 
meeting he had with Don 
Moore, former ABSC execu-
tive director.

“(At) the first meeting I had 
with Don Moore in 1981 as a 
pastor, he was talking about 
his church practices as a pastor 
and things he was very strong 
on, that he would never im-
pose on the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. I thought, 
‘That is amazing. It’s the first 
time that I had heard anybody 
say that or do that. I want to 
do the same.’ So we’re going 

to move on together, and 
that’s how we’re going to get it 
done,” said Tucker.

He told board members and 
guests that the ABSC has a 
number of “non-SBC church-
es that want to be kind of (a) 
partner with us.”

“They like what we’ve got 
going. These tend to be me-
dium to larger churches. They 
feel isolated,” he said. “They 
don’t have a fellowship. And 
Ronnie Floyd (SBC president) 
is really advocating this; at the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
he said a lot of these are going 
to join, but you’ll have to take 
the crawl, walk, run approach. 
We’re going to have a category, 
Great Commission Engaged 
Partners; I’m going to ask 
them to give to the Coopera-
tive Program or Dixie Jackson 
(Arkansas Missions Offering). 

“We will invite them to ev-
erything we do. It’s not watch 
care, but you have members 
in your church on watch care 
that come and can be a part 
but don’t get to vote. You’re 
going to see them show up at 
some of the stuff we do, and I 
think we’re going to see God 
do a great thing. But you have 
got to work with us and move 
forward together; we can’t do 
it alone.”

Tucker used pieces of rope 
to illustrate how the conven-
tion will serve its churches and 
relate to its entities.

“With the weight we have 
to pull, this is the strongest the 
Executive Board staff can be,” 
said Tucker, pulling on a single 
piece of rope. 

He proceeded to add piec-
es of rope for things such as 
a commitment to the Great 

Commission and the Word of 
God, a commitment to serve 
local churches, Southern Bap-
tist agencies and institutions 
and ABSC entities.

“You start weaving a rope 
(together and it creates) in-
credible strength,” said Tuck-
er. “This is the time that we 
pull together and champion 
each other, love each other. 
Overlook differences and non-
essentials. I’m not talking as 
a theological moderate. I’m 
talking as a guy who loves the 
state and the duty that you’ve 
given me.

“We are all the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. … 
We are all Arkansas Baptists. 
So I ask you, I beg you, pull 
together, pray together. We’ll 
get this done, but we will only 
get this thing done if it looks  
like this,” Tucker concluded, 
holding up all the individual 
pieces of rope together.

“You understand the 
strength of what happens 

when we work together.”
In other action, the board:
– Were presented a brief 

Christmas devotion by Sam 
Roberts, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Stuttgart, and Oper-
ating Committee chairman, 
which was followed by the 
singing of Christmas carols by 
the group.

– Heard testimonies from 
members of the ABSC colle-
giate and young leaders team.

– Heard updates from two 
ABSC entities, the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation and the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

– Affirmed the board’s 
2016 Nominating Committee 
report.

– Heard brief reports from 
the Finance, Program and Op-
erating committees.

Greg Sykes, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
who serves as Executive Board 
president, presided.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

J.D. "Sonny" Tucker, executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), uses a rope to illustrate that churches and entities are stronger when they 
work together during the Dec. 8 ABSC Executive Board meeting in Little Rock.

Call & Response
Caleb Yarbrough

and social biases.
This is easier said than 

done.
I am a proud gun owner, I 

am thankful for the Second 
Amendment and like Falwell, 
I do not believe more gun con-
trol is going to stop the influx 
of mass shootings happening 
across America. However, I 
also believe that Jesus loved 
both the perpetrators of the 
San Bernardino shooting and 
its victims enough to die on a 
cross for them.

Turning the other cheek 
just might save someone from 
an eternity in hell. 

Caleb Yarbrough is assistant 
editor at the ABN.

EDITORIAL & OPINION
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First days of Jesus’ life explored in new book
David Roach
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Everyone knows the biblical 
Christmas story, with Mary 
riding on a donkey, an inn-
keeper turning away Mary and 
Joseph, animals surrounding 
the Christ Child and three 
wise men visiting Jesus on the 
night of His birth.

Or do they?
It may come as a surprise to 

some that none of these ele-
ments are included in the two 
scriptural accounts of Jesus' 
birth in Matthew and Luke – 
though they commonly are fea-
tured in Christmas pageants. 
In "The First Days of Jesus," 
published this year by Cross-
way, two authors with South-
ern Baptist ties urge believers 
to separate fact from fiction 
through "a careful reading of 
the New Testament infancy 
narratives in their historical 
context."

Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary professor 
Andreas Köstenberger and 
Southeastern doctoral gradu-
ate Alexander Stewart argue 
such a reading will help Chris-
tians "clear away the brush so 
(they) can truly encounter and 
be changed by the Christ of 
Christmas."

The authors analyze the 
birth narratives in Matthew 
and Luke, as well as the theo-
logical presentation of Jesus' 
incarnation in John. They also 
propose a harmonization of 
the narratives in Matthew and 
Luke to refute critics who er-
roneously claim the accounts 
contradict one another.

"We wrote the book to help 
people understand the deeper 
meaning of the birth of Christ 
so they can celebrate a more 
Christ-centered Christmas," 
said Köstenberger, senior re-

search professor of New Testa-
ment and biblical theology at 
Southeastern. "This includes 
the matrix of messianic expec-
tations culminating in Jesus. 
It also includes a deeper ap-
preciation for the important 
doctrines involved, such as the 
virgin birth, the incarnation, 
the deity of Christ, His sinless-
ness and many others."

A moment of particular sig-
nificance in Scripture's birth 
narratives occurred in con-
junction with the wise men's 
visit, Köstenberger and Stew-
art write. The worship of the 
mysterious Eastern visitors – 
whose three gifts do not neces-
sarily correspond to the num-
ber of people in their party 
– contrasted sharply with the 
hardness of heart exhibited by 
King Herod, the cruel Roman-
puppet monarch who sought 
to eliminate all rivals to his 
throne.

"On the one hand, Herod, 
with the (perhaps unwitting) 
aid of the Jewish religious 
leaders, rejected God's ap-
pointed King, while, on the 
other hand, Gentiles, with 
little knowledge of the true 
God, recognized God's King 
and responded with submis-
sion, allegiance, and worship," 
Köstenberger and Stewart 
write. "The narrative pushes 
us, its readers, to consider our 
response to Jesus. With whom 
are you identifying, Herod 
or the magoi (Greek for 'wise 
men')?"

When it comes to dating 
Jesus' birth, Köstenberger and 
Stewart say it must have oc-
curred before Herod's death, 
which the ancient Jewish 
historian Josephus placed in 
the spring of 4 B.C. between 
a lunar eclipse on March 12 
and the Passover on April 11. 
The authors estimate Jesus was 
born in 5 or 6 B.C., in view 

of events Scripture records be-
tween Jesus' birth and Herod's 
death.

The A.D. system of dating 
– an abbreviation of the Latin 
phrase “anno Domini,” mean-
ing "in the year of the Lord" 
– was developed by a sixth-
century monk and erroneous-
ly calculated the year of Jesus' 
birth as 1 B.C.

The specific month of Jesus' 
birth cannot be pinpointed, 
Köstenberger and Stewart 
write, despite the claim made 
by some that shepherds "kept 
watch over their flocks by 
night" only between April and 
November. Shepherds near 
Bethlehem "may very well 
have kept their flocks out year-
round," the authors assert.

Köstenberger and Stewart 
answer what may be the most 
common objection to the 
Christmas narrative voiced 
by skeptics: the reference in 
Luke 2:2 to a census when 
"Quirinius was governor of 
Syria" being erroneous because 
Quirinius was not governor of 
Syria until A.D. 6-7.

In response, the authors 
argue that, among other flaws 
in the skeptical argument, the 
verse might be better translat-
ed, "This was the registration 
before Quirinius governed 
Syria."

Such a translation renders 
the Greek word “protos,” 
generally translated as "first" 
in Luke 2:2, as meaning "be-
fore" in this context. While the 
traditional rendering – "This 
was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of 
Syria" – is perhaps a "more nat-
ural grammatical translation," 
the alternative is grammatical-
ly possible and supported by 
"contextual historical factors," 
the authors argue.

Two related objections are 
that no evidence points to an 

empire-wide census during 
Augustus' reign and that no 
Roman census occurred in 
Palestine during Herod's reign.

Köstenberger and Stewart 
respond that Augustus "was 
very concerned with census 
taking," ordering at least three 
censuses of Roman citizens 
and various censuses of all the 
empire's inhabitants. 

None of the known cen-
suses correspond with Jesus' 
birth. However, in Judea, 
Herod would have been re-
sponsible for taking his own 
censuses and paying tribute to 
Rome. 

Josephus said Herod kept 
excellent records for taxation 
purposes, which would have 
required census activity even 
though no record of a specific 
census remains.

Luke 2:1 may be describing 
a situation in which Caesar 
Augustus ordered "client king-
doms" like Judea to take their 
own censuses and then pay 
tribute to Rome.

The authors believe their 
explanation of these contested 
issues is reasonable, but they 
add, "We trust the Bible ulti-
mately because it has been in-
spired by God. Our faith does 
not rest on some ... yet-to-be-
discovered Judean census re-
turn from the time of Herod. 
Our faith rests on the God 
who raised Jesus from the dead 
and who, through the Holy 
Spirit, inspired Jesus's earliest 
followers to pass on and record 
the stories of Jesus's life and 
teaching accurately."

Köstenberger and Stewart 
also note other little-known 
or overlooked facts associat-
ed with the Christmas story. 
Among them:

– Luke's account is told 
from Mary's perspective and 
includes information that 
could only have originated 
with Mary herself, like the ac-
count of the angel Gabriel's 
visit. Luke could have ob-
tained such information ei-
ther from Mary personally or 
from her friends and family. 
Matthew, in contrast, reflects 
Joseph's perspective. Though 
Joseph likely died before Mat-
thew's Gospel was circulated, 
the information could have 
been gleaned from oral or 
written accounts by those who 
knew Joseph.

– The star that led the wise 
men to Christ may have been 
associated with a "triple con-

junction of Jupiter and Sat-
urn" that occurred in May/
June, September/October 
and December of 7 B.C. in 
the constellation Pisces. Pisces 
was associated with the He-
brews while Jupiter was associ-
ated with the world ruler and 
Saturn was seen as the star of 
the Amorites in the Syria-Pales-
tine region, Köstenberger and 
Stewart write, citing a study 
by New Testament scholar 
Raymond Brown. "It is histori-
cally plausible," Köstenberger 
and Stewart write, "that the 
conjunction of planets noted 
above would have led Eastern 
astrologers to expect the birth 
of a king in Palestine."

– Jesus, which means "Yah-
weh saves," was the sixth most 
popular name in first-century 
Palestine, according to one 
study the authors cite.

– The pronouncement of 
the "heavenly host" regarding 
Jesus in Luke 2:14 bears "strik-
ing similarities" to the way Cae-
sar Augustus and other Roman 
leaders were worshipped in the 
imperial cult, suggesting Jesus 
and not Caesar was the true 
Savior of the world.

– Though neither Matthew 
nor Luke tells precisely where 
Jesus was born, extrabiblical 
sources from the mid-second 
century describe the setting as 
a cave, Köstenberger and Stew-
art state. Some other Southern 
Baptist scholars believe Jesus 
was born in a cave where ani-
mals were kept below a house 
in Bethlehem – the same 
house where the wise men 
later visited Jesus.

Köstenberger and Steward 
conclude, "Together, Matthew, 
Luke and John provide a won-
derful threefold witness to the 
first days of Jesus, presenting 
Him as the virgin-born Mes-
siah, the light to the nations, 
and the incarnate Word. Each 
in his own way bears witness 
to the unique event represent-
ed by Jesus's coming into this 
world to save us from our sins.

"Rather than looking for 
divergences between the gos-
pel witnesses to Jesus's birth," 
they write, "we should stand 
amazed at the richness re-
sulting from the diverse and 
complementary ways in which 
the gospel writers testify to 
the events surrounding Jesus's 
birth, and we should probe 
their significance for us today."

David Roach is chief national 
correspondent for Baptist Press.
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CHRISTMAS
of Samaritan’s Purse.” 

Christmas productions
Another way churches are 

celebrating and ministering to 
their communities is by hold-
ing special Christmas services 
and productions.

Central Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs’ Sanctuary 
Choir, led by music director 
Brian Skinkle, will present the 
Christmas cantata “Tell the 
World, Jesus is Born!” on Dec. 
20.

For the first time in 14 
years, First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, has brought back 
its “living Christmas tree” pro-
duction.

“The Tree,” a two-hour 
“musical and visual celebra-
tion of Christmas,” features a 
cast of more than 250 and a 
structure that stands 40-plus 
feet tall, according to First 
Baptist’s website.

“As members and staff of 
First Baptist Church, we regu-
larly meet people in the Little 
Rock community that will ask 
us if we are going to do ‘The 
Tree’ again,” said Jerry Wil-
son, executive pastor of wor-
ship. “Our pastor, Dr. Jona-
than Curtis, had a vision for 
this being a mission week for 
our church, to use The Tree 
as a tool to reach those that 
didn’t have a church home. 
The church got behind our 
pastor and created a weeklong 
mission trip that we are calling 
‘The Tree.’” 

He said First Baptist will fol-
low up with those who want 
information about the church 
and who make decisions.

First Baptist Church of 
Sherwood, put on an elabo-
rate program called “The 
Christmas Post,” which trans-
ported the audience into the 
world of Norman Rockwell 
and shared in musical form 
what faith in Christ means.

David Tatum, associate 
pastor of music and worship 
at the church, explained “the 
production is ‘bookended’ by 
two Norman Rockwall paint-
ings – ‘The Newsstand in the 
Snow’ and ‘The Christmas 
Rush’” – and takes place in 
the “heartland of America in 
1947.”

“We’ve never tried anything 
of this scope before, and the 
response was tremendous. We 
had three performances, and 
all were packed houses,” said 
Tatum. “After a small rewrite, 

the message of the gospel 
comes through very clearly as 
one of the characters comes 
to faith in Christ right on 
stage. This presentation of the 
gospel is the whole purpose 
behind our presentation of 
something of this magnitude. 
We wanted to fill our building 
with people who did not know 
Jesus as Lord and give them  
the opportunity to come to 
know Him.”

Tatum described the pro-
duction as “‘Broadway’ in 
scope and style.” He said the 
musical was written in 1998 by 
Deborah Craig-Claar and Rob-
ert Sterling, with three more 
recently written songs of Ster-
ling’s filling it out. 

“It was just a very creative 
presentation involving a large 
number of people; (it was) 
well-done, and the gospel was 
very, very clearly presented,” 

said Larry Grayson, member 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and 
church health team, who saw 
the program recently.

Community outreach
First Baptist Church, 

Alma, has a unique way of 
serving their community 
through a program called 
“Christmas is for Caring.” 
This is the church’s 26th year 
for the program, which pro-
vides food and toys, along with 
a Christian message, for hun-
dreds of families.

It has grown to 10 times its 
original size in that time. Misty 
Sevenstar, administrative assis-
tant and media coordinator 
for the church, said the pro-
gram began with deacons help-
ing 75 families. This year, they 
are preparing to help 750 fami-
lies, which she said will mean 

having 1,500-1,800 
people on the 
church’s campus.

Eight services 
are scheduled for 
the day. People 
will participate in a 
15-20 minute time 
of praise songs and 
a message about 
Jesus, which is fol-
lowed by a time 
for families to receive a box of 
food and for children to see 
Santa, visit his “workshop” 
and pick out a toy.

Sevenstar said corporate 
sponsors, church members 
and individuals donate money 
to help with the endeavor, 
and volunteers prepare for 
the event, serve during it and 
clean up afterward. 

“However, it is us that re-
ceives a blessing while watch-
ing the people that attend 

– smiles on all faces, and a 
chance to show God’s love,” 
she said.

Whether it is through a pro-
gram, a ministry or a Christ-
mas sermon, churches across 
the state are celebrating the 
true Reason for the season.

Did your church do something 
unique to celebrate Christmas 
and Jesus’ birth? Let the Arkan-
sas Baptist News know about it! 
Contact Jessica Vanderpool at  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org

First Baptist Church of Sherwood held its first-ever  
production of “The Christmas Post.”
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FBC, Lowell, adds service after sanctuary update
LOWELL – First Baptist 
Church, Lowell, recently com-
pleted a major renovation 
of its sanctuary. The church 
spared no time in utilizing 
their new space. Since the 
update was completed, the 
church expanded to two wor-
ship services and seen Sunday 
evening attendance double.

According to Penny Sims, 
children’s director at First Bap-
tist, the sanctuary’s overhaul 
consisted of a redesign and 
expansion of its stage, the ad-
dition of new lighting fixtures 
and carpet and the reuphol-
stering of pews.

“It’s a very different, very 
updated look,” said Sims.

First Baptist held the grand 

opening of the newly renovat-
ed sanctuary Sept. 13. 

On Oct. 4, First Baptist 
transitioned into having two 
services on Sunday morn-
ings, a contemporary service 
and a traditional service. To 
celebrate the addition of a sec-
ond service, the church held 
a churchwide brunch between 
the two services.

“We have seen our evening 
attendance double after going 
to the small groups. … We 
have seen an increase in our 
Sunday school attendance as 
well,” said Sims. 

“It (Sunday school) falls 
between the two services, and 
we have seen people who have 
gone here for years who have 

never gone 
to a Sunday 
school class 
who are now 
going to a 
Sunday school 
class since we 
started the 
two services,” 
she said.

T h e 
c h u r c h ’ s 
building cam-
paign for 
their recent 

renovations began this past 
summer and is called the “In” 
campaign. Sims said that to-
date the church has raised ap-
proximately $125,000 toward 
the cost of their renovations 
through their In campaign.

Sims said that in the fu-
ture, First Baptist would like 

to utilize its newly renovated 
facility to host Christian con-
certs and conferences, but the 
church’s overarching goal has 
stayed constant from before 
they began their recent build-
ing project.

“Our goal from the begin-
ning when we started this, and 

remains, is that we reach our 
community with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ,” said Sims. “And 
we want to do that through 
any means possible.”

Gary Thomas is pastor of 
First Baptist, Lowell. Paragon 
360 completed the church’s 
sanctuary renovation.

First Baptist Church, Lowell, renovated their sanctuary this fall. The renovation included the addition of new lighting, new carpet 
and an expanded and redesigned stage. The church held a grand opening service for their updated sanctuary Sept. 13.

‘Sounds of growth’ echo across The Natural State
AS THE SOUNDS of ham-
mers, screwdrivers and sand-
ers ring out across the state, 
they signify more than con-
struction; they signify physical 
growth and increased ministry 
for churches as they undertake 
new building and renovation 
projects.

Balboa, Hot Springs Village
A greater capacity for min-

istry is what Balboa Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs Village, 

hopes their new multipurpose 
facility will provide. Though 
the church sits in what is 
primarily a retirement area, 
Pastor Denny Wright said 
younger families are gradu-
ally moving in and joining the 
church. 

Balboa Baptist’s new 
22,000-square-foot outreach 
center will include Sunday 
school rooms; an informal 
meeting/coffee area; a kitchen; 
an expanded music suite and 

rehearsal area; a multipurpose 
room for fellowship, activities, 
special events and recreation, 
and storage. 

“Our current space is being 
used to maximum capac-
ity in many ways. We will be 
able … to expand (the) work 
of our church in fellowship, 
discipleship, ministry, out-
reach and worship,” said 
Wright.

New Hope Mission, Marion
New Hope Baptist Mission 

in Marion sees expansion as a 
way of increasing its ministry. 
A new multipurpose building 
is being constructed for the 
church, which is a mission of 
First Baptist Church, Marion. 
The 6,500-square-foot build-
ing includes a sanctuary, six 
Sunday school classrooms and 
a fellowship hall, and it is lo-
cated next to the existing facil-
ity in a trailer park community 
in Marion.

John Rech, pastor of New 
Hope, said they plan to hold 
after-school Bible clubs and 

meals in the building. In ad-
dition, the building is wired 
and plumbed for disaster re-
lief units. He noted, “visiting 
mission teams often need the 
extra showers and laundry 
trailer.”

“This project is a great un-
dertaking for First Baptist 
Church, Marion, as well as 
the New Hope Mission,” said 

Clay Hallmark, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, noting the 
mission has outgrown its cur-
rent facilities. “The need (for) 
reaching the community has 
never been greater. Therefore, 
we launched out on faith with 
very little money to start the 
project, and we have seen God 

See GROWTH page 10

New Hope Baptist Mission, Marion

Rudy Baptist Church, Rudy

CHURCH BUILDING & FACILITIES
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GROWTH
provide in miraculous ways.”

Rech said people from 
across the country have pro-
vided both monetary support 
and labor.

“The impact this mis-
sion church will have with 
this new facility will be life-
changing in the lives of 
many people in the years 
to come. This will be 
especially true in the lives 
of little children scat-
tered throughout the com-
munity,” Hallmark said. 
“I am thankful to have seen 
God move in a mighty way at 
New Hope Mission, and I am 
excited for the future.” 

First, Thornton
Construction itself proved 

to be a form of ministry at 
First Baptist Church, Thorn-
ton. The church completed 
a renovation to its sanctuary 
a little more than a year ago. 
When it was discovered that a 
truss had broken in the attic, 
therefore compromising the 
structure, the church voted to 
renovate. The project included 
replacing windows; installing 
insulation; raising the audio 

room 3.5 feet off the ground; 
installing LED lighting; com-
pletely rewiring the room, 
adding new electrical outlets; 
replacing the steeple; remod-
eling the prayer room; adding 
new access points for the bap-
tistery; laying new sidewalks, 
purchasing and rearranging 
pews and much more. 

Much of the work was done 
by church members them-
selves, but low-risk trustees 
from the local detention cen-

ter also helped. During the 
project, a church member 
led a worker to Christ. Other 
workers, who have since been 
released, have begun attend-
ing the church fairly regularly. 
One of these attendees also re-
cently accepted Christ and was 
baptized.

“The project was worth it all 
being able to share Jesus with 
… people,” said Pastor Bobby 
George. 

First, Sherwood
First Baptist Church, 

Sherwood’s building project 
focused on preschool and 

children’s ministry areas.
In 2014, the church en-

tered into its Believe in 
Our Future program to 
put a new face on their 
preschool and children’s 
ministry. 

The church raised more 
than $600,000 in the past year 
and have completed construc-
tion of a brand-new preschool 
wing and renovation of the 
children’s ministry wing.

“The new facilities will en-
hance the security and func-
tionality of these vital minis-
tries,” said Richard “Ricky” 
Lee, senior pastor.

First, Bay
First Baptist Church, Bay, 

hopes their new construction 
project will allow them to 
grow.

Pastor Danny Taylor ex-
plained the church has out-
grown their family life center 
and their old auditorium, 
where they have been worship-
ping since 1957. So they are 
building a new 400-seat audi-
torium to connect the build-
ings. The old sanctuary will 
become a student center.

“Our church is 155 years 
old and is very encouraged 
that God has chosen to do 

First Baptist Church, Thornton

First Baptist Church, Bay, breaks ground on their recent construction project.

CHURCH BUILDING & FACILITIES
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Church Furnishings & Installation
Pews
Pulpits
Chairs
Upholstery
Pew Anchoring
Steeples/Baptistries

Gary A. Smith
204 Pebble Beach Drive
Harrison, AR 72601

Phone: 800-775-6424
Cell: 870-715-5466
Email: pewman@cox.net

www.churchfurnishingsandinstallation.com

something new, and fresh and 
very exciting not only for our 
church, but for our commu-
nity as well,” he said.

He noted, “It’s an old com-
munity church and the lead-
ership of this church made a 
decision that we want to finish 
well, we want to finish strong 
and we want to leave a legacy 
for the next generation. And 
that’s where the decision was 
made.”

New Hope, Black Oak
New Hope Baptist Church 

in Black Oak – previously lo-
cated in Caraway – has gone 
through some major changes 
following a tornado that de-
stroyed its building in Cara-
way three years ago. Follow-
ing the tornado, Black Oak 
Baptist Church in Black Oak 
– now disbanded – invited 
New Hope to use their build-

ing while they decided what to 
do. Later, they gave New Hope 
their building and grounds. 
Changes made by New Hope 
have included building a life 
center on the property, reno-
vating the old fellowship hall 
into needed classroom space, 
paving the parking lot and 
adding a new LED sign. In 
addition, they purchased a 
block party traitor.  They are 
also about to paint and recar-
pet the education wing of the 
building.   

Those are just a handful 
of the numerous churches 
across Arkansas seeking to glo-
rify God as they move forward 
through construction projects. 
Additionally:

Oak Grove Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, is adding a new pas-
tor’s office, classrooms, library 
and meeting room. 

Union Valley Baptist 

Church, Beebe, remodeled 
the exterior all around the 
church, enlarged the offices 
and did a complete makeover, 
as well as replaced and repaint-
ed all of the worship area and 
updated its video and sound 
capabilities.

Brownsvil le  Baptist 
Church, Greers Ferry, re-
cently finished remodeling its 
sanctuary, kitchen and fellow-
ship hall. 

East Mt. Zion Trinity Bap-
tist Church, Clarksville, is in 
the process of constructing a 
new worship center, moving 
forward as they have funds to 
do so.

First Baptist Church, Sher-
idan, updated its sign to a digi-

tal sign. The church would like 
to donate its old sign – which 
includes a maroon banner 
and the words “First Baptist 
Church” but does not feature 
a city name – to a church in 
need of a sign.

Rudy Baptist Church, 
Rudy, expects to move in to 
its recently completed sanctu-
ary this month. The church 
will continue construc-
tion work as it completes a 
fellowship hall. Nailbenders 
for Jesus has played a signifi-
cant role in the construction 
work.

Three Trees Cowboy 
Church, Wynn, is building a 
12,500-square-foot sanctuary 
with a covered arena attached 

to it. The church’s old facility 
will be converted into class-
rooms. 

Compass Church, Bates-
ville, is in the process of con-
structing a 25,000-square-foot 
facility that will include a wor-
ship center, welcome center, 
children’s wing, multipurpose 
wing with an industrial kitch-
en and an office wing.

First Baptist Church High-
fill in Siloam Springs dedicat-
ed a new sanctuary in April. 
The building includes class-
rooms, a pastor’s study and an 
office for the music director.

“What is unique about 
this worship center is that it 
was built debt-free through 
God’s provisions,” said Linda 
Robins, wife of Pastor Roger 
Robins. “Many of the congre-
gation and others contributed 
their time, skills, abilities and 
money. What a joy it is to wor-
ship our God in the place He 
has provided. Each service re-
minds (us) of how great our 
God is! We praise His name 
for His so many blessings and 
His salvation!”

Editor’s Note: Send us in-
formation about your church’s 
construction project to abn@
arkansasbaptist.org for consider-
ation for future building and fa-
cilities articles.

Compass Church, Batesville

CHURCH BUILDING & FACILITIES
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Spurgeon Library dedicated, record enrollment at MBTS
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP) 
– Capping more than 10 
months of construction and 
preparations, as well as years 
of dreaming and planning, the 
Midwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary community cel-
ebrated the dedication of the 
Spurgeon Library with a rib-
bon cutting and official nam-
ing ceremony in October.

Accompanied by Bill and 
Connie Jenkins, who donated 
$2.5 million for the project, 
President Jason Allen and his 
wife Karen cut the ribbon to 
officially open the library and 
then unveiled a plaque hon-
oring the couple by naming 
the building that houses the 
library as “Jenkins Hall.”

“The Spurgeon Library is 

the fulfillment of a vision to 
advance the gospel of Jesus 
Christ for the academy, for 
the church and for the glory of 
God through the preservation 
and presentation of Charles 
Spurgeon’s personal library 
and related artifacts,” Allen 
said. “The Spurgeon Library 
was made possible by the ex-
traordinary generosity of Bill 
and Connie Jenkins, who em-
body Christian faithfulness, 
biblical conviction and have 
been an ongoing source of en-
couragement to Midwestern 
Seminary and personally to 
my family.

“As a perpetual tribute to 
their stewardship and as an 
ongoing marker of God’s faith-
fulness to and through His 

people, this building bears the 
name, ‘Jenkins Hall,’” Allen 
said.

Making the trip from the 
United Kingdom to be pres-
ent for the ceremony were 
three of Charles H. Spur-
geon’s descendants: Hilary 
Spurgeon, the wife of the late 
great-grandson, David; as 
well as great-great-grandchil-
dren Richard Spurgeon and 
Susannah Spurgeon-Co-
chrane. 

Bringing a greeting on be-
half of the Spurgeon family, 
Cochrane noted that grow-
ing up, not much was said 
of the family’s ties to the 
“Prince of Preachers.” How-
ever, as she matured, her ap-
preciation for C.H. Spurgeon 
grew. As she read some of 
Spurgeon’s works, she sensed 
that everything he wrote and 
said was wrapped in and cen-
tered on Christ. She added 
that this fact should be of 
encouragement to modern-day 
believers.

“For me and for us all, 
Spurgeon’s life of faith and his 
dedication to proclaiming the 
gospel should spur us on and 
encourage us to give our all for 
the work God has called us to 
do – no matter who we are or 
where God has placed us,” Co-
chrane said.

“We are the ones who have 
to carry on the work of point-
ing people to Christ,” she 
noted. “Our hope and prayer 
is that the Spurgeon Center 

(Library) would point many 
more people to Jesus; that peo-
ple would see Jesus through 
Spurgeon and his work, and 
that Spurgeon’s dedication 
to God and His gospel would 
inspire the next generation of 
preachers to give their all to 
Jesus.”

The Spurgeon Library 
houses more than 6,000 books 
and artifacts from C.H. Spur-
geon’s personal library collec-
tion. Embedded within the 
floor-to-ceiling bookcases and 
around the room are about 80 
displays highlighting particular 
books or items. Focal points of 
the room include a preaching 
rail. Also on display is a desk 
used by Spurgeon in his office 
and a replica of the pulpit he 
preached behind at the Metro-
politan Tabernacle in London. 

“This day has come togeth-
er in a remarkable way,” Allen 
said. “It began way back in Vic-
torian England when a man 
named Charles Spurgeon was 
raised up by God to preach.”

About 10 years after Spur-
geon’s death, his family elect-
ed to sell his personal library, 
and in 1904 the collection 
was moved to William Jewell 
College in Liberty, Mo. The 
library resided there for ap-
proximately a century before 
being purchased by Midwest-
ern Seminary in 2004.

“It is part museum, part li-
brary, part study,” Allen said. 
“It is something to be visited; 
something to be accessed, and 

something to be engaged in at 
both the academic and min-
isterial levels. This collection 
and space will not only serve 
as a relic to the past, but as a 
living instrument to serve the 
church and to equip pastors 
and preachers.”

The Spurgeon Library will 
be open daily from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. For more information 
about the library or how to 
visit, go to spurgeoncenter.
com.

Record enrollment
Allen announced that for 

the third consecutive year the 
student headcount at Midwest-
ern Seminary had reached re-
cord levels. This fall semester’s 
headcount was up 22 percent 
over the school’s previous 
top fall enrollment, which 
occurred in 2014. The fall 
headcount stands at 1,702 stu-
dents, Allen reported. And he 
added that with the school’s 
second term of fall enroll-
ment for its online program, 
a potential for even more 
growth is anticipated.

“Trends in higher edu-
cation reveal that most in-
stitutions are either flat or 
declining in enrollment,” 
he said. “In this challenging 
environment, it is evident 
that the Lord’s favor contin-
ues to be upon Midwestern 
Seminary as we train the next 
generation of pastors, mission-
aries and ministry leaders for 
the church.”

Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City, Mo., acquired a preaching rail from First Baptist Church in Weaver, 
Ala., that was used by the 19th century British preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon. The rail is displayed at the front of the newly 
completed Spurgeon Library on the seminary’s campus. Photo by Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
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Joshua Townsend, Bill Easterly join ABCHomes sta� 
LITTLE ROCK – Joshua 
Townsend has been named di-
rector of development for the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), effective Jan. 4. 
Additionally, Bill Easterly has 
been named finan-
cial administrator for 
ABCHomes.

Joshua Townsend
In this new posi-

tion, Townsend will 
oversee systematic 
promotion of the 
agency to the Ar-
kansas Baptist State 
Convention and its 
churches within the guidelines 
established by the convention. 
He is responsible for develop-
ment of individual, founda-
tion and corporate support.

“We are fortunate to make 
an incredible hire in Josh 
Townsend,” said David Perry, 
ABCHomes executive direc-

tor. “What I see in Josh is an 
individual that will do a great 
job of carrying our story to the 
large church and small church, 
to the CEO of a major cor-
poration and to a struggling 
young couple. He is both a 

great speaker and a 
great listener. Best of 
all, Josh is passionate 
about his faith and 
kingdom work.”

A native of Tex-
arkana,  Texas , 
Townsend said, 
“Having been a 
Southern Baptist 
from a young age, I 
have witnessed the 

incredible impact that the 
members of this denomina-
tion have made in our com-
munities and churches as they 
have become the hands and 
feet of Christ, serving many 
in times of tremendous need. 
It is now my great honor to 
join the staff of the Arkansas 

Baptist Children’s Homes that 
focuses on creating opportu-
nities for Southern Baptists, 
communities and churches to 
participate in kingdom build-
ing work.”

Prior to joining AB-
CHomes, Townsend served as 
associate director of sales and 
marketing at the Capitol Hotel 
of Little Rock from September 
2012 to December 2015. He 
was also director of state and 
national accounts for the Little 
Rock Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and an English profes-
sor with the Fulbright Com-
mission of the United States 
Embassy in Quito, Ecuador. 
He served in foreign missions 
in Quito in 2004.

Townsend is a graduate of 
Texas A&M University of Col-
lege Station, Texas; and he is 
currently pursuing his master’s 
degree in theology from South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. 

He was an honorary com-
mander, 34th Training Squad-
ron, Little Rock Air Force Base 
from 2009 to 2011. In 2011, he 
was a Rejuvenate Marketplace 
and Magazine 40 and Under 
honoree, and he was a 2012 
Southeast Tourism 
Society 40 for the 
Future honoree.

 He and his wife, 
Rebecca, have three 
children, Jacob, 7; 
Haven Rose, 6, and 
Violet, 3. They are 
members of Central 
Baptist Church of 
North Little Rock, 
where Townsend 
serves as a deacon.

Bill Easterly
Easterly replaces Pat Jones, 

who will retire early next year. 
In this role as financial ad-

ministrator for ABCHomes, 
Easterly will be responsible for 
general accounting (payable 

accounts, receivable accounts 
and donations), payroll, per-
sonnel records and insurance 
and retirement enrollment. 
He will assist the executive di-
rector in preparing an annual 
budget, as well as work with in-

dependent auditors 
during the annual 
audit.

Easterly, 59, brings 
a wealth of account-
ing experience with 
him to ABCHomes, 
noted David Perry, 
ABCHomes execu-
tive director. 

“Every year, over-
seeing the financial 
issues of ABCHomes 

becomes more complex as the 
agency grows and finance regu-
lations escalate. Bill brings the 
experience and skills to meet 
these challenges,” said Perry. 

Easterly said he is excited to 

Townsend Easterly

See ABCHOMES page 14
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2016.

www.evangelistsammoore.com Please Note: The incorrect ad for MasterSound Media was inadvertently published  
in our Nov. 19 edition. Above is the correct ad. The ABN regrets this error.

continued from page 13
ABCHOMES
be a part of ABCHomes min-
istry. 

“It is an opportunity for me 
to be involved and use my past 
experience and background 
in accounting to be an asset 
to ABCHomes,” said Easterly. 
“I’ve admired the ministry for 
a long time, and now I am 
honored to be a part of it.”

Previously, he served as 
manager of treasury and ac-
counts payable and direc-
tor of financial reporting for 
Vestcom International Inc. of 
Little Rock. He also was a com-
pliance auditor for University 

of Arkansas for Medical Sci-
ences; financial advisor, cash 
manager, assistant director of 
accounting and assistant inter-
nal auditor for Baptist Health 
of Little Rock, and a staff ac-
countant for a Little Rock 
firm. 

Easterly is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock. He was the 2011 Vest-
com International manager of 
the year. 

He and his wife, Tra-
cye, have three adult chil-
dren, Dustin, Amanda and 
Amber, and one grand-
daughter, Maddox. The East-
erlys are members of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church  
of Little Rock.

LITTLE ROCK – Baptist 
Health opened its 20th well-
ness center Nov. 3 at New 
Hope Baptist Church, 1232 
Watkins St., in Conway.

The church-based center 
will be open the first Tues-
day of each month from 3 to 
6 p.m. and will be operated 
by Baptist Health community 
health nurses.

“Free health services vary 

at each wellness center, but 
some of the offerings at the 
New Hope Baptist center in-
clude blood pressure, blood 
sugar, body mass index and 
cholesterol screenings; dia-
betes, tobacco, health and 
weight management educa-
tion classes; immunizations 
and flu shots, and community  
referrals and care coordina-
tion,” a new release about the 

center stated.
Baptist Health said the pur-

pose of the wellness centers is 
to help local residents prevent 
common health problems 
through education, to detect 
health issues early through 
screenings and to get the need-
ed treatment before issues 
progress.

“Our wellness centers are 
an important part of our 

Baptist Health opens Conway wellness center

ARKANSAS’ own Barrett 
Baber, a former Ouachita 
Baptist University student, 
has advanced to the final 
round of “The Voice.” As of 
press time, the final round 
of the competition had not 
taken place.

Baber competed in the 
semifinals Dec. 7, wowing 
America with his rendition 
of “Ghost.” He competed 
against eight other semifinal-
ists, five of whom were sent 
home. It was announced 

Dec. 8 that Baber and three 
others would proceed to the 
final round of the competi-
tion for the chance to win the 

grand prize and a recording 
contract.

Learn Baber’s fate at ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Baber advances on ‘The Voice’
work at Baptist Health. They 
fulfill our mission of being 
more than a business,” said 
Teresa Conner, Baptist Health  
Community Outreach manag-
er. “We’re a healing ministry.”  

Last year Baptist Health’s 
community wellness cen-
ters provided free screen-
ings and health services for  
more than 9,000 underserved 
Arkansans.
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“Like any good thing, 
when family becomes 
the main thing, it can 
cause more harm than 
good. ... Scripture is 
quite clear that in the 
end and forevermore, 
the nuclear family is a 
temporary entity. We 
raise children with the 
goal of releasing them as 
adults into the hands of 
God.”
– Scott Sauls, Relevant

WRITING FOR relevant-
magazine.com, Scott Sauls, 
senior pastor of Christ 
Presbyterian Church in 
Nashville, Tenn., cautions 
evangelical Christians to be 
careful to not make the con-
cept of the “nuclear family” 
their god. Sauls writes that 
the overemphasis “on our 
idea of what  family should 
look like” has led to the 
Church creating a “jaded” 
and “wrong” view of single-
ness, weakening marriages 
and weakening parenting. 
“Don’t let your family be-
come your Jesus. Instead, 
let Jesus become your fam-
ily,” writes Sauls.

“Should the Islamic radi-
cals wage jihad in your 
town – I suspect most 
Americans would want 
to share a foxhole with 
someone like Jerry Fal-
well, Jr. – armed with a 
Bible in one hand and a 
gun in the other.”
– Todd Starnes, Fox News

IN AN ARTICLE titled 
“Why I stand with Liberty 
University’s Jerry Falwell 
Jr. on guns,” Todd Starnes 
argues that Falwell’s call 
for  Liberty’s students to ac-
quire concealed carry gun 
permits in order to defend 
the school against terrorist 
plots was a justified Chris-
tian response to recent at-
tacks by radical muslims. 
“We have watched as the 
jihadists beheaded our 
brothers and sisters in 
foreign lands. ... Slow to 
anger, indeed. But there is 
anger nonetheless,” wrote 
Starnes. 

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Women in combat: DOD change spurs debate
WASHINGTON (BP) – The 
U.S. Department of Defense’s 
decision to open all military 
combat positions to women 
has rekindled a theological 
and practical debate on the 
role of women in battle.

“It is no shock that a secu-
lar society that has embraced 
feminism and transgender ide-
ology is now confused about 
gender roles and war,” Owen 
Strachan, president of the 
Council on Biblical Manhood 
and Womanhood, told Baptist 
Press (BP).

In a Dec. 3 announce-
ment, Defense Secretary Ash-
ton Carter said “there will be 
no exceptions” to permitting 
women to enter elite combat 
forces “as long as they qualify 
and meet the standards,” ac-
cording to The Washington 
Post. About 220,000 jobs, 
some 10 percent of the  
American military, have been 
closed to females but will open 
Jan. 2. Among the previously 
closed jobs are positions in 
the Navy SEALs, Army Special 
Forces and Marine Corps in-
fantry.

Gender roles debated
Strachan, who also serves 

as associate professor of Chris-
tian theology at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City, Mo., said 
Scripture teaches men should 
protect women and children – 
a principle with obvious appli-
cation to military service.

On the opposing side of the 
debate, Mimi Haddad, presi-
dent of Christians for Biblical 
Equality, said Scripture and 
history both point to the quali-
fication of women for combat 
service.

“Women’s military acumen 
dates back to biblical women 
like Jael who singlehandedly 
rescued Israel by skillfully sub-
duing Sisera and pounding a 
tent peg into his head, Judges 
4:21,” Haddad told BP. “While 
history is scant on details, 
women served in the Special 
Forces and even on the front 
lines in WWI and WWII, 
though they rarely received 
equal benefits or recognition 
for making the same sacrifices 
as their male peers.

“Like women missionaries 

who flooded the world’s most 
dangerous corners, often out-
numbering men two to one, 
women have never shied away 
from danger when a higher 
goal might be attained,” she 
said. “The question should 
be: is the person qualified to 
serve, not what is their sex.”

Countries that allow fe-
males in combat roles, Had-
dad said, “have discovered 
that women not only attain 
the same qualifications as 
men. They also have distinct 
advantages” like the ability at 
times to “collaborate success-
fully with local women to iden-
tify and disarm hazards such as 
mines.”

SBC resolution
In a 1998 resolution, the 

Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) opposed “the training 
and assigning of females to 
military combat service.”

Mike Whitehead, an attor-
ney who formerly served in 
the Army’s Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps and chaired 
the 1998 SBC Resolutions 
Committee, said “Southern 
Baptists’ convictions about 
God’s complementary design 
regarding gender roles have 
not changed” during the past 
17 years.

“The biblical texts and the 
practical applications of the 
1998 Resolution on Women 
in Combat would receive 
strong affirmation in most 
Southern Baptist churches 
today,” Whitehead, who has 
served on the staffs of two 
SBC entities, told BP in writ-
ten comments. “Today’s policy 
promising ‘equal opportunity’ 
for women to seek combat jobs 
will become tomorrow’s policy 
demanding ‘equal obligation,’ 
and if need be, forcing women 
to be drafted and assigned to 
combat roles.”

‘Less combat effective’?
A joint statement from 

the Senate and House armed 
services committee chairmen 
suggested lifting combat bans 
could trigger changes in the Se-
lective Services Act requiring 
women to register for the draft 
along with men, as Whitehead 
suggested.

A Marine Corps study re-

leased in September found 
that in 93 of 134 military tasks, 
all-male units outperformed 
mixed-gender units that in-
cluded one or two women, Na-
tional Public Radio reported. 
All-male units moved to targets 
faster, shot targets more accu-
rately and evacuated wound-
ed Marines faster than their 
mixed-gender counterparts.

In a 2013 Wall Street Journal 
op-ed, former Marine Ryan 
Smith suggested allowing 
women in combat roles could 
make military units “less com-
bat effective.”

Douglas Carver, a former 
U.S. Army chief of chaplains, 
told BP active military mem-
bers are unlikely to speak pub-
licly against the decision to 
open combat roles to women 
because their Oath of Enlist-
ment requires adherence to 
the lawful decisions made by 
their commanders regardless 
of their personal views.

“My personal concern is 

that the Department of De-
fense may have made this de-
cision more concerned about 
political correctness instead of 
combat readiness. With that 
in mind, I’m left with more 
questions than answers from 
last week’s decision,” Carver 
said.

“Why is our nation willing 
to intentionally arm military 
women for close combat oper-
ations? Have we determined to 
adjust historically proven mili-
tary standards solely for politi-
cal reasons? Are we willing to 
ignore the biological differenc-
es between men and women? 
... How will this new policy 
affect Southern Baptists’ sup-
port of the Armed Services? 
Have we made a costly deci-
sion that may inevitably lead 
to our shame?”

Each branch of the armed 
services was given 30 days to 
draft plans for implementing 
the change, according to The 
Washington Post.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

FBC, Oppelo, is seeking a full-time se-
nior pastor. Send resumes to youthdirec-
tor@fbcoppelo.com  

Calvary Baptist Church, Mena, is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor. Please mail 
resume to CBC, P.O. Box 462, Mena, AR 
71953-0462. 

Revised – Sylamore Baptist Church is 
a small church renewing their search for a 
FULL-time bi-vocational pastor. We 
are located just outside of Mountain View in 
a quiet and beautiful area and hope you will 
want to live here too. Please send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, Sylamore Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 1596, Mountain View, 
AR 72560.

Village Baptist Church in beautiful Bella 
Vista is prayerfully seeking a senior pas-
tor. Please email resumes to pfarish@vb-
conline.net or mail to 380 Glasgow Road, 
Bella Vista, AR 72715. 

First Baptist Church, Hazen, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor, housing avail-
able. Please mail resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 489, Hazen, AR 72064 
or email to vickielynn72064@yahoo.com.  

First Baptist Church, Greenland, seek-

ing a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 5, 
Greenland, AR 72737. 

Cherry Street Baptist Church of Clarks-
ville is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 378, 
Clarksville, AR 72830, Attn: Sylvia Ritchie. 
479-705-2707. 

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Selection Com-
mittee, FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 
71846 or fbsecretary@outlook.com.   

First Baptist Church, Gillett, is seeking 
a bi-vocational or retired pastor. 
Send resumes to First Baptist Church, Attn. 
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 117, 
Gillett, AR 72055. For more information, 
phone Tricia Hayes: 870-548-2547.  

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., 
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, is a small church in search of 
a bi-vocational pastor. Mail inquiries 
to Reynolds Baptist Church, 7111 Fourche 

Dam Pike, Little Rock, AR 72206, Attn: Pas-
tor Search Committee. 

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Pianist needed at Trinity Baptist 
Church in the East End area. Contact Jeremy 
Jones at 501-231-5371 or email jeremy.
lee.jones@hotmail.com . 

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time minister to students. Experience 
required and seminary training preferred. 
Email resumes to linda@fbcsearcy.org or 
mail to FBC Searcy, Attention: Linda Stake, 
105 S. Spring St., Searcy, AR 72143.  

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume to 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, Attn. 
Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop, Harrison, 
AR 72601. 

Full-time worship pastor sought 
to lead blended worship in conservative, 
reformed SBC in Bartlesville, Okla. (www.
highlandparkbaptist.net). Choir conduct-
ing, media skills preferred. Send resume to 
office@highlandparkbaptist.net. 

First Baptist Church, Des Arc, is seeking a 
full-time student minister. College or 

seminary degree preferred. Send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 578, Des Arc, AR 72040.  

Temple Baptist Church in Searcy is look-
ing for a full-time or part-time youth 
pastor. Send resumes to 700 W. Moore, 
Searcy, AR 72143 or email pastorjefftho-
mas@gmail.com. 

Soaring Wings Ranch (SWR), a nonprofit, 
Christ-centered children’s home, is seeking 
to hire a social worker for a full-time, 
salaried position. The ranch is located 15 
minutes northeast of Conway on 195 beau-
tiful acres. Minimum of a bachelor’s degree 
is required. Duties will include but are not 
limited to: outreach and communications 
to all referral sources. Evaluation of refer-
rals and admission of SWR children. Keep-
ing children’s files and working with state 
licensing. Close collaboration with campus 
director and with house parents. Advise-
ment for house parents on behavioral issues 
and needed services. Full job description at 
www.swranch.org/employment. Please 
send resumes to jessica@soaringwing-
sranch.com or P.O. Box 1670, Conway, AR 
72033

Clarkridge Baptist, located north of 
Mountain Home, is seeking a part-time 
worship leader and a pianist. If inter-

ested, contact Pastor Tim Moore at 501-
920-0552 or email timjmoore21@gmail.
com.

Janitor needed at Sylvan Hills First 
Baptist Church, 29 hours weekly. Please 
call John Shelton at 501-690-4107. 

Calvary Baptist Church of Camden is 
looking for a full-time youth pastor. 
Praying for the will of God! 870-574-
0591, don@calvaryofcamden.org. 

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

Middle East safety advisory: After you 
are past Los Angeles, Chicago and New 
York City, everything is fine. Rich bless-
ings on hundreds of Bible land tours. 
www.pilgrimtours.com. 800.322.0788. 

A/V Projection and Sound. All 
Audio-Visual Services Inc. for your A/V 
gear or installations. 25th year anniversary. 
479-756-0888. www.allavservices.com.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Place your classi� ed 
by visiting 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Place your classi� ed 

Obituaries
Otto Jackson Brown, 82, 

died Oct. 
17 in Cabot. 
He received 
a Master 
of Divin-
ity degree 
from South-
ern Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary in 
Louisvi l le , 

Ky. He served churches in Illi-
nois, Indiana and Arkansas for 
more than 57 years, serving as 
pastor of Levy Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, from 1980 
to 1998. He is survived by his 
wife, Gloria Jean Brown, two 
daughters, a son, nine grand-
children, five great-grandchil-
dren and a sister. Funeral 
services were held Oct. 21 at 
First Baptist Church, Cabot, 
followed by burial at Rest Hills 
Memorial Park in North Little 
Rock.

Church life

Central Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs’ sanctuary choir 
will present the Christmas can-
tata “Tell the World, Jesus is 
Born!” at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 20. 
The choir is led by Brian Skin-
kle, music director. For more 
information, call 501-623-1658 
or email centralbaptist1035@
att.net.

On the move

RAMSEY HONORED AT RED RIVER – Janice Ramsey was recognized 
on Oct. 19 at Red River Baptist Association’s annual meeting for 25 years of 
service as associational secretary. She received a commemorative clock. She 
has served under three associational missionaries: L. B. Jordan, Maurice Hitt 
and Joe Burt (pictured at left).

Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 
Crossett, will present “Come 
and Behold Him,” a Christ-
mas musical, at 10:25 a.m. 
Dec. 20. 

Rowdy Morgan retired as 
pastor of Clear Springs Baptist 
Church in Black Rock.

Charles Stover is serving 
on the staff of First Baptist 
Church, Hampton, as associ-
ate pastor and children’s min-
ister. 

Send us your
NEWS!

jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org
501-376-4791, ext. 5153
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

MONTANA MISSIONS – Pastor David O’Dell, from Second Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, and 16 other men traveled to Red Lodge, Mont., to work with Lee 
Merck at the Church of the Rockies. They helped them in their renovation process 
of an old, round dairy barn into a worship center. While they were there, they also 
helped serve a weekly meal to the community. For some of the men, this was their 
first mission trip.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of January.
◆ Jan. 15: Hanna Park, OBU Box 3923, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; Indonesia. 
◆ Jan. 25: Angella Valencia, OBU Box 4080, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; Chile. 

ABSC EMPLOYEES RECOGNIZED – Several Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) employees received service awards for their time at the 
convention during the annual ABSC Christmas celebration. From left: Larry 
Grayson, member of the evangelism and church health team, five years; Breck 
Freeman, member of the missions team, five years; Teresa “Bit” Stephens, 
member of the college and young leaders team, 25 years, and Verna Dame, 
member of the executive and administrative team, 10 years. Not pictured is 
Lynn Loyd, member of the college and young leaders team, who has served 
for 35 years with the convention.

HOT SPRINGS – Laughter 
and tears, prayers and sing-
ing, words of encouragement 
and words of wisdom were all 
part of the 2015 Ministers’ 
Wives Luncheon held at Hot 
Springs Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Nov. 2, prior 
to the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual 
Meeting.

Write Your Story was 
the theme of the event. 

Jeanne Davis, wife of 
Randy Davis, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention execu-
tive director-treasurer, was 
guest speaker. Davis shared 
her personal story about 
how God has directed her 
life – from a Catholic girl 
to wife of a Baptist minister.

“He (God) interrupts us. He 
stops our life, turns us around 
and gets us going a different 
direction,” she said, referring 
to examples in Scripture where 
God directed lives.

Davis shared stories from 
her time in ministry, adding, 
“But it’s been so much fun to 
see how patient God has been 
with me.” 

She encouraged attendees, 
saying God sees each one of 
them and has equipped them 
to accomplish what He has set 
before them.

“By the time I finish my 
story, when I finish that last 
chapter, I just want Him (God) 
to say, ‘Well done,’” Davis con-
cluded.

The message hit home for 

Erica Uzoigwe, wife of Tarvoris 
“Tee” Uzoigwe, who serves as 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
campus minister at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, Pine Bluff.

She said her takeaway from 
the message was, “It’s ok to 
grow as you’re going, to not 
have it all together.”

“The speaker … talked 
about (how) she’s growing as 
she’s going through it. I felt 
like I have to have this all to-
gether. It’s permission to grow 
as you’re going,” Uzoigwe said.

Women were given the op-
portunity to share their own 

stories and pray together over 
concerns. In addition, attend-
ees received door prizes and 
took part in singing, prayer 
and games.

They also heard about vari-
ous upcoming opportuni-
ties for fellowship, includ-
ing a women’s retreat to 
be held at Camp Paron in 
August. 

In addition, attendees 
heard from Mark Dance, 
vice president for pasto-
ral resources at LifeWay 
Christian Resources, re-
garding LifeWay’s desire to 
begin focusing on minis-
tering to pastoral couples.

Throughout the event, 
women shared food, 

laughter and fellowship.
“It’s just encouraging to 

be around other women that 
you know are facing the same 
things you are, and there’s 
just a connection there that 
they understand what you’re 
going through,” said Amanda 
Allen, wife of Danny Allen, 
who serves as pastor of Rison 
Baptist Church, Rison. “I look 
forward to it (the luncheon) 
every year. It’s a lot of fun”

Ministers’ wives are wel-
come to access the group’s blog 
at arminwives.com or their 
Facebook page.

Ministers’ wives share stories of God’s 
work in their lives during Nov. event

Jeanne Davis speaks at the Ministers’  Wives Luncheon.

WILD GAME AND MINISTRY – 
Current-Gaines Baptist Association 
recently held a wild game dinner 
with 250 in attendance. Scottie 
Johnson, pastor of Outdoor Church 
of Arkansas in Conway, was guest 
speaker. Twelve churches from 
the association were represented. 
There were 29 other churches and 
organizations represented, includ-
ing several churches from Missouri. 
One profession of faith was made. 
According to Don Settles, asso-
ciational missionary, there were 40 
men and boys who attended that 
indicated they were unchurched.

Follow the ABN online 
arkansasbaptist.org

Follow the ABN online 
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Sherrill Moffett
Pocahontas

It was a beautiful machine, and 
it was being demonstrated in a local 
major outlet. The demonstrator was 
proficiently showing the versatility and 
convenience of this multiple woodcraft 
machine. I wanted it, but my wife and 
I had an agreement 
that we would not 
purchase anything 
without the other’s 
approval! I had to 
ask the wife! Well, 
needless to say, I 
didn’t get the object 
of my desire, and it 
turned out that I was for-
tunate in resisting my base 
nature, for my wife had 
already bought my Christ-
mas present.

Our desires are what 
lead us into temptation, 
according to James 1:12-
18. So what desires led 
Jesus into this temptation 
event in Matthew 4? First, 
Jesus had fasted for 40 days 
and nights! He was hungry 
physically. I can’t imagine a 40-day fast; 
if I miss one meal, my body tells me 
about it. Satan thought he had found 
a weak point in Jesus’ commitment to 
seeking God’s will. If he could get Jesus 
to perform this miracle by submitting 
to his request, then he would have con-
trol over Him. Didn’t work!

Secondly, Jesus desired for men to 
know who He was and accept Him as 
the Son of God. What better way to 
reveal Himself to the religious officials 
than to jump off the temple heights 
and allow them to see the interven-

tion of God’s holy 
army of angels as 
they prevented 
their Commander 
in Chief from fall-
ing to His death? 
Satan lost again!

Thirdly, Jesus 
had come to seek 

and to save all of mankind 
– every nation, tongue and 
race. Satan promised Jesus 
the world if He would bow 
down and worship him. 
Jesus would not have to 
go to the cross or shed His 
blood for mankind. Since 
Satan held the title deed 
to Earth, his offer was not 
without temptation. But it 
still didn’t work.

When Jesus was tempt-
ed, He would quote the Word of God 
to Satan. Since Jesus was the Word of 
God, according to John 1:1, Satan had 
no chance of succeeding in these temp-
tations. Obedience to God overcame 
the temptations and allowed Jesus to 
accomplish the task of salvation for 
those who would believe in Him.

How do you determine the depth of 
the swimming hole? “Wade out a little 
deeper.” 

How do you know if there is enough 
salt in the stew? “Taste and see.” 

How do you know the position of 
the furniture in 
a strange room? 
“There is light for 
a look.”

All of those an-
swers are phrases 
from great Chris-
tian hymns. They 
all have something 

to help us in applying 
Paul’s desire for the Ephe-
sians. 

Wade out, Paul tells 
us; go deeper into the 
water of the Word. Taste 
and see that the Lord is 
good. Nothing can equal 
personal experience with 
Jesus. There is light for a 
look at the Savior. Paul 
assures us that our pow-
erful heavenly Father is 

“able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 
3:20).

It is such an immense concept. If we 
but ask, God will glorify Himself. 

We get strong by exercising. 
Let’s bend our knees and lift some 

weights.

As 2015 has ended, we look forward 
with expectation into 2016. The new 
year offers an opportunity to make a 
fresh start, and we often make deci-
sions of change. New Year’s resolutions 
have been ingrained into our culture 
for many years. The 
idea of challenging 
oneself to become 
better is something 
that gives us hope 
and purpose. In 
the first portion 
of the Sermon on 
the Mount in Mat-
thew 5, we get a glimpse 
of Jesus’ expectations for 
how we are to live our lives 
and the blessings that will 
come if we challenge our-
selves to live in righteous-
ness. 

In Matthew 5:3-10, we 
are given a list of eight 
blessings that will come 
as an aftereffect of eight 
different righteous ways 
of living. We are offered 
the inheritance of God’s heavenly 
kingdom, comfort in sadness, the in-
heritance of the earth, spiritual satis-
faction, mercy, the promise of expe-
riencing God, the promise of being a 
part of God’s family and reiteration of 
inheriting God’s kingdom. These bless-
ings are the beautiful consequence of 

irreproachable living. 
The King’s standard of living is very 

high, but is attainable because He has 
promised us that we have a Helper. 
We have to remember that the Holy 
Spirit is with us if we have experienced 

salvation and live 
as followers of 
Christ. Whether 
it be living with 
humble means, al-
lowing ourselves 
to mourn in times 
of sorrow, exuding 
a meek spirit, hav-

ing a hunger and thirst for 
God and His Word, show-
ing mercy to all, having a 
pure and innocent heart, 
proclaiming and restoring 
peace in troubled times 
or living under persecu-
tion, we are confidently 
able to answer our call to 
righteousness, through the 
Spirit.

In today’s society, God’s 
standard of living for us 

seems to go against the grain, but we 
must pursue righteousness. This is how 
we find favor with God, happiness and 
peace in all things. So as we look for-
ward into 2016, let’s make our resolu-
tions more meaningful. The world is 
sure to see more of Jesus if we live out 
His expectations for our lives.

God told the prophet, Jeremiah, 
that before He ever formed him in his 
mother’s womb, He gave him an ap-
pointment (Jer. 1:5).

Us too! God had a good and per-
fect will for each of us before we were 
ever born. When 
we met Jesus at 
the cross, God 
adopted us into 
His kingdom fam-
ily and gave us the 
task to testify about 
Him so that His 
glory and salvation 
could be made known to 
the world. 

Ephesians 2:10 says, 
“For we are God’s handi-
work, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.”

Although everyone has 
the same task, God gifted 
us with unique ways in 
which to perform it. Some 
Christians are eloquent 
speakers. Others are adept ministry 
coordinators. While one uses his or 
her talent to counsel, another discerns 
truth. 

The ways God uses to spread His 
gospel are diverse, yet unified under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:11 says, “All these 

are the work of one and the same Spir-
it, and he distributes them to each one, 
just as he determines.” 

Using our gift is intimidating if we 
rely on our strength to do so. Howev-
er, we can thank the Almighty that, at 

the cross, He not 
only gave us mercy 
and purpose, but 
also He gave us 
grace to fulfill His 
will. 

Paul tells us 
how God ad-
dressed him on 

the issue. 
2 Corinthians 12:9 

says in part, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in 
weakness.” 

We are valuable to 
God. So, as we use the 
talents He equipped us 
with, we can rest assured 
that He will not let us 
fail. If each of us would 
tap into the all-powerful 

grace that God supplies, what a revival 
we could hope for.

God is calling us like He did Samuel 
of the Old Testament (1 Sam. 3). If 
we answer as Samuel did in 1 Samuel 
3:10, “Speak, for your servant is listen-
ing,” He promises to provide us with 
everything we need. 

Melissa Kirk
Pocahontas

The King tempted 
MATTHEW 4:1-10
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Our family has a saying: Nothing 
that drives you to your knees can be 
all bad. It is an honor to be able to 
pray. To approach the throne of the 
all-mighty Creator of the universe and 
ask for what we want is unprecedent-
ed.

Paul lifts his 
church family in 
Ephesus to God 
in prayer (Eph. 3). 
This is so wonder-
ful because the 
Jews so hated the 
Gentiles. Now 
Paul, the former Pharisee, 
raises Gentiles to his heav-
enly Father.

Strength and under-
standing are the gifts for 
which Paul asks. He wants 
the believers to grasp the 
expanse of God’s love. 
Know the unknowable 
– this is the challenge 
Paul delivers to his dear 
friends.

Recently, the movie 
“War Room” was released. The movie 
has been a great blessing to many as 
they realize that prayer is not some-
thing that just happens with great 
power. When you are hurt, or afraid, 
you will pray, but how much more 
comfort for daily life can be gathered 
if you plan to pray.

Strengthened by God’s power
EPHESIANS 3:14-21
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The King’s expectations
MATTHEW 5:1-26
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Equipped with God’s gifts 
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Like many fellow believers, as a 
young child, I memorized the “Lord’s 
Prayer” in church. It wasn’t until I got 
older that I actually understood its 
meaning or the significance it holds in 
the story of our faith. As Christians, we 
are expected to ap-
proach the throne 
and humble our-
selves before the 
Lord. In this part of 
the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus gives 
us perfect examples 
of how to do that by 
praying and fasting.

From the beginning of 
our passage, in Matthew 
6:5, we see Jesus teaching 
about the necessity of a 
humble prayer. The very 
first phrase, “when you 
pray,” shows us that prayer 
isn’t merely a suggestion, 
but that it is an expecta-
tion in regard to righteous 
living. All too often, we 
get sidetracked and forget 
to begin our mornings in prayer. It was 
a part of the culture, in Jesus’ day, to 
pray at specific times each day. Any 
good relationship requires intentional 
communication, and our relationship 
with our heavenly Father is no differ-
ent. 

We find another expectation of hu-

mility when Jesus teaches about fast-
ing, in Matthew 6:16. Once again, we 
see Jesus using that similar phrase, say-
ing, “When you fast,” implying that 
fasting was something His followers 
would naturally be doing. In today’s 

fast-paced society, 
the discipline of 
fasting can seem 
daunting and 
somewhat im-
probable. That 
being said, it still 
remains one of 
the purest ways 

to connect with God by 
showing complete and 
utter dependence on 
Him. 

The key to approach-
ing the throne of God 
in prayer and fasting is 
humility. Hypocrisy was 
just as much of a problem 
then as it can be today. If 
we humble ourselves and 
follow Jesus’ examples, 
we will be living out our 

call to righteousness. God knows our 
needs before we ask, and He sees what 
is done in secret. He knows if our in-
tentions are pure, so we must surrender 
ourselves to His expectations. Then, 
we find freedom to truly communicate 
with God, beyond memorized words or 
wish-list prayers.

More than 1,000 people attended, 
and all heard the gospel. People were 
saved, and many rededicated their 
lives. The people who contributed 
talked about what a blessing it was to 
minister to the community and how 

God was glorified. 
1 Peter 4:11 says 

in part, “If anyone 
serves, they should 
do so with the 
strength God pro-
vides, so that in all 
things God may be 
praised through 

Jesus Christ.”
The event was suc-

cessful because the Holy 
Spirit stirred the hearts of 
Christ-followers and they 
responded, willing to use 
their gifts. Although the 
workers came from differ-
ent churches, they shared 
the same belief that Jesus 
is the Savior of the world, 
and their obedience to 
the Holy Spirit’s call took 

them past any differences. 
God is delighted when His children 

use the unique abilities He gave them 
for kingdom business. Whether we are 
working alone or with other Christians 
on a project, everyone’s active involve-
ment is valuable because it helps the 
Body of Christ function as a whole. 

We celebrate life because God cel-
ebrates life. As followers of Christ, 
we believe in the sanctity of human 
life, aware that Christ has died for all. 
These passages from the Sermon on 
the Mount point us toward this truth.

In Matthew 5:17-
22, Jesus makes it 
clear that He came 
not to abolish the 
Law, but to fulfill 
it. Through Christ, 
we are able to at-
tain true righteous-
ness. The following 
passages illustrate the ful-
fillment of the Law that 
happens through Jesus. 
It is one thing to say, “Do 
not murder.” It is some-
thing very different to say, 
“Do not hate.” Jesus takes 
us deeper, challenging us 
to understand that every 
life is important. Life is so 
important that we should 
treat others with grace 
and respect. We must not 
destroy life because life is important. 
The final passage in our study, Mat-
thew 5:43-45, makes a similar point 
– we treat all people with love and re-
spect. Jesus, as He always does, takes 
us deeper and tells us to love even our 
enemies.

As we celebrate the sanctity of 

human life this month, we can live out 
the truth of these passages in a few 
practical ways. First, live out a culture 
of celebrating life in your home and 
church. Celebrate life in how you treat 
other people, no matter your differ-

ences. Celebrate 
the child of an 
unwed mother in 
your community, 
choosing to love 
instead of judge. 
Celebrate life by 
choosing to foster 
and adopt chil-

dren or even by simply 
educating your church 
family on ways to be ad-
vocates for children in the 
foster care system.

Second, choose to love 
even those whom you 
consider to be enemies. 
The recent shooting at a 
Planned Parenthood facil-
ity in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., illustrates the very 
opposite of what Jesus 

calls us to. We are called to love, even 
when there are differences between 
us. We must be bold enough, every 
day, to humble ourselves to be a liv-
ing example of God’s unconditional 
love. True change comes from learn-
ing what God values as righteousness 
and living that out.

Years ago, we squeezed our big 
family into a little car and headed to 
Washington, D.C., for the Fourth of 
July weekend. Halfway there, tempers 
flared when we realized there were no 
hotel vacancies and we would have 
to drive 16 hours 
before we could 
sleep in beds at my 
sister’s house. We 
survived, and after 
resting comfort-
ably, we headed to 
the District. 

For the first 
time, I saw a homeless per-
son. Even though it was 
hot, he had on layers of 
clothing and two hats. He 
guarded a shopping cart 
with his frail body while 
digging through a garbage 
bin. I wasn’t prepared to 
see that, especially in the 
nation’s capital. I remem-
bered grumbling the night 
before and determined to 
appreciate the comforts I 
enjoyed.

Not long ago, I was discouraged to 
learn how many children in Arkansas 
go to bed hungry. I decided to buy food 
for the backpack program.

Twice in my life, I’ve been shocked 
to learn that co-workers had an abor-
tion during their weekend break. Both 

times, I promised to pray for them. 
When I learned of all these desper-

ate situations, my reactions were woe-
fully inadequate and late. Thank God 
He is mindful of us and not just our 
plight. 

Psalm 8:4 says, 
“What is man-
kind that you are 
mindful of them, 
human beings 
that you care for 
them?”

I must resolve 
to be more proac-

tive than reactive with 
the people with whom I 
am in contact. If I learn 
to see others through the 
eyes of God, they will be-
come valuable to me, and 
I will find ways to build 
relationships that go be-
yond the casual, “I’ll pray 
for you.” 

How much hopeless-
ness can be averted if I 
invest both my time and 

resources with people God puts on my 
path? 

During this period when an empha-
sis is placed on the sanctity of human 
life, I need to be frank. How can I help 
the ones I can’t see – the unborn – if I 
don’t involve myself with the weak and 
vulnerable ones I do see? 

Melissa Kirk
Pocahontas

Approaching the King
MATTHEW 6:5-18
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Several years ago, our small church 
hosted an event open to the surround-
ing communities. The undertaking 
required more workers than what our 
average adult church attendance was 
at the time, so we reached out to other 
churches in the 
county, and they 
agreed to help. It 
took more than six 
weeks of prepara-
tion for the three-
day event.

The pastors 
gathered to coor-
dinate their plans. Prayer 
warriors began weeks be-
fore the event, praying for 
each helper and attendee 
by name. Marketers sent 
out announcements. 
Some workers sewed cos-
tumes, while others built 
stages. Actors practiced 
for hours. Baby sitters 
helped before and during 
the event. The director as-
signed men to security and 
traffic control. Kitchen workers kept a 
supply of snacks and coffee flowing. 

The Body of Christ acted according 
to God’s Word. 

1 Peter 4:10 says, “Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.” 

Used in God’s service 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-16, 21-22; 1 PETER 4:9-11 
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Carrying His values
MATTHEW 5:17-22, 43-45

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Cherished in God’s eyes 
PSALM 8:1-8

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

JANUARY 10, 2016

Melissa Kirk
Pocahontas

JANUARY 17, 2016



December 17, 201520 

Hobby Lobby 
Full page ad


	12-17_ABN_po20_p



