
‘Inform ... InspIre ... Involve ...’

Life-long 
calling

Dorothy Jackson, a member 
of Central Church of Jones-

boro, talks about her life-long 
calling to missions.

Central Church, magnolia, 
pastor challenges mem-
bers to read through the 

Bible in a year.

One Thing 
Challenge
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The ediTorial sTaff of the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) ranked 
the following top 10 stories of 2010 
based on overall news value and sig-
nificance to arkansas Baptist life.

our top 10 stories are:
GCr recommendations pass1. 
arkansas Baptists aid haiti2. 
NaMB elects Kevin ezell3. 
sBC eC cuts budget4. 
aBsC launches across        5. 
arkansas
reaching Generation Now6. 
sBC elects Moffett 2nd VP7. 
executive Committee elects 8. 
frank Page
ABN9.  editor retires, new edi-
tor elected in November
first, sparkman, receives 10. 
dodd award for ‘CP excel-
lence’

GCR recommendations pass
recommendations made by the 

Great Commission resurgence 
(GCr) Task force passed over-
whelmingly during the June 2010 
annual meeting of the southern 
Baptist Convention (sBC). The task 

ABN picks top stories of 2010

The arKaNsas BaPTisT as-
sembly (aBa) has received $96,000 
from Union Valley Church of 
Beebe to assist in renovating bunk 
houses, including providing air 
conditioning and heating units.

The renovations to the build-
ings will make the accommoda-
tions more comfortable for camp-
ers in the summer, and they will 
allow the camp to accommodate 
more campers during the winter, 
according to Jason Wilkie, aBa 
executive director.

“We have several members of 
the church who have a heart for 
the camp, and we want to see it 
continue to reach people for the 
lord,” said Tommy Miller, pas-
tor of Union Valley Church and 
president of the aBa board of 
directors. “We see lost kids come 
to Christ and saved kids grow. We 
also see kids coming back from 
camp closer together. siloam is 
group-oriented. 

all the group activities are de-
signed to keep the youth group to-
gether. relationships are formed 
which we can build upon when we 
get back.”

each year Union Valley Church 

Church 
gives to 
Assembly
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impact on the Cooperative Program 
(CP) and the phasing out of coopera-
tive partnership agreements between 
state conventions and the North 
american Mission Board (NaMB).

once approved, the task force rec-
ommendations went to trustees of 
the various sBC entities, who will 
determine how recommendations 
will be implemented. 

Arkansas Baptists aid Haiti
The year began with a major cata-

clysmic event – the 7.0-magnitude 
earthquake that devastated haiti 
Jan. 12. an arkansas Baptist medical 
missions team arrived Jan. 19 to treat 

PraizfesT, a youth choir event 
sponsored by the arkansas Baptist 
state Convention (aBsC) leader-
ship and worship team, is sched-
uled for Jan. 28-29 at first Church 
of Benton. The event will feature 
the ouachita sounds and national-

ly-acclaimed choral director Jeffery 
redding, director of choral activi-
ties at West orange high school 
in Winter Garden, fla. for more 
information or to register, go to 
www.absc.org/music. The registra-
tion deadline is Jan. 17. 

ToP soUTherN BaPTisT pas-
tors, evangelists and leaders will 
speak on “reaching Generation 
Now” at the 2011 arkansas Baptist 
state Conference on evangelism 
and Church Growth, Jan. 24-25 at 
first Church of sherwood. 

speakers are: John franklin, 
founder of John franklin Minis-
tries and author of several books 
on prayer, including And the Place 
Was Shaken: How to Lead a Powerful 
Meeting, and former prayer special-
ist at lifeWay Christian resources; 
david Uth, senior pastor of first 
Baptist Church of orlando, fla.; 
Junior hill, long time evangelist; 
robert smith, professor of Chris-
tian preaching at Beeson divinity 
school, Birmingham, ala.; Jeff iorg, 
president of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological seminary in Mill Valley, 
Calif.; Thomas hammond, interim 

PraizFest set for Jan. 28-29

Evangelism Conference features top Baptist leaders

vice president of evangelism at the 
North american Mission Board; 
and roy fish, retired distinguished 
professor of evangelism at south-
western Baptist Theological semi-
nary in fort Worth, Texas.

The first Church of Greenwood 

praise band will lead the conference 
music. Christian comedy sketch 
group, The skit Guys, Tommy Wo-
odard and eddie James, will also 
perform.

“first and foremost, the confer-
ence is designed to fan the fires 

for evangelism, revival, prayer, 
soul-winning and church growth/
health,” said sonny Tucker, aBsC 
evangelism and church growth team 
leader. 

Speakers at the 2011 Arkansas Baptist State Conference on Evangelism and Church Growth include (from left) John 
Franklin, David Uth, Robert Smith and Jeff Iorg. Other speakers include Junior Hill and Thomas Hammond.

See EVANGELISM page 2

force was chaired by ronnie floyd, 
pastor of Cross Church of spring-
dale and rogers. 

a preliminary report released in 
february drew both praise and criti-
cism. Most of the criticism focused 
on two things: “Great Commission 
giving” and its potential negative 
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“our second goal is to encourage 

pastors, staff and lay leaders. God 
has placed an unbelievable gifted 
and committed group of people to 
lead our state’s churches and asso-
ciations. 

“My prayer is that you go back 
to your ministry task inspired and 
renewed.”

The annual conference begins 
Monday at 1 p.m., and concludes 
at noon Tuesday. speaking Mon-
day afternoon will be fish, iorg 
and smith, while Uth and hill will 
address conference participants 

Monday evening. Tuesday morn-
ing speakers are iorg, hammond, 
franklin and Uth.  The skit Guys 
will perform Monday evening.  

The annual vocational evange-
list dinner and fellowship will be 
held Monday at 5 p.m., at Golden 
Corral, 5001 Warden road, North 
little rock. 

associational missionaries and 
associational directors of evange-
lism will meet for lunch Monday 
at 11:15 a.m. at Grampa’s Catfish 
house, 100 shadow oaks drive, 
North little rock.

Church and associational prayer 
network leaders will meet Monday 
at 10 a.m., at first Church of sher-
wood. The aBsC prayer ministry 
will provide lunch. 

To attend, rsVP to Gwen Mc-
Callister at 800-838-2272, ext. 5103 
or gmccallister@absc.org. 

lifeWay Christian Bookstore will 
be on hand. No childcare will be 
provided. 

for more information, contact 
Karen West at 800-838-2272, ext. 
5128 or by email at kwest@absc.
org. 

WashiNGToN (BP) — John Booz-
man of arkansas is among a num-
ber of southern Baptists sworn in 
for the first time Jan. 5 as members 
of the U.s. house of representa-
tives and U.s. senate.

Boozman, who was elected to the 
senate after serving in the house 
for seven and five terms, joins fel-
low southern Baptist roy Blunt of 
Missouri. Boozman is a member of 

first Church of rogers. all are re-
publicans.

The southern Baptists new to 
the house are part of the majority 
achieved by the GoP in the Novem-
ber election. The republicans hold 
a 242-193 advantage in the house 
to begin the 112th Congress. in the 
senate, the democratic caucus has 
a 53-47 edge.

following is information on the 

JeffersoN CiTY, Mo. (BP) – 
The Missouri Baptist Convention 
has won a key legal victory in its ef-
fort to recover the Missouri Baptist 
foundation, one of five breakaway 
convention entities.

Cole County Judge Paul Wilson 
granted summary judgment to the 
convention on dec. 31, holding 
that attempts by the foundation to 
change its charter in 2001 without 
convention approval were void.

in a 37-page decision, Wilson or-
dered the foundation – and its $140 
million in assets – to be returned to 
the control of convention-approved 
trustees in 30 days.

“even in complex cases, there is 
sometimes a simple truth that can-
not be ignored,” Wilson wrote. The 
judge, in his ruling, stated that “in 
october of 2001, the foundation 
deliberately, repeatedly and surrep-
titiously ignored the Convention’s 
right [to approve charter changes] 
solely for the purpose of ... eliminat-
ing it.”

The convention’s rights were 
“plainly and unequivocally pro-
vided” by the 1994 charter, and the 
foundation’s trustees “knowingly 
and purposefully violated the provi-
sions of the 1994 charter by attempt-
ing to ... cut off MBC’s rights....”

as a result of these actions, the 
court ordered the foundation to 
pay the convention’s attorneys fees, 
and costs, in addition to prohibiting 
“golden parachute” payments to de-

foUr PeoPle Were Killed 
and others injured dec. 31 when a 
tornado swept through the north-
west arkansas town of Cincinnati, 
according to a report from www.
todaysthv.com. several homes were 
also damaged in the storm. 

arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers from two associations 
were deployed later that day. a 
feeding unit from Washington 
Madison association provided 
about 200 meals while Northwest 
arkansas association’s chainsaw 
recovery team removed downed 
trees and helped clean up debris. 

Washington Madison associa-
tion’s communications unit also 
assisted in coordinating relief ef-
forts alongside the red Cross. it 
was the unit’s first time to respond 
to a disaster. 

a local pastor also provided fam-
ily counseling for people who lost 
loved ones in the storm.  

robby Tingle, arkansas Baptist 
state Convention missions min-
istries team leader, says arkansas 
Baptists disaster relief volunteers 
are “amazing” because they are 
so quick to respond to crisis situ-
ations. “We never have to worry 
when a disaster comes if we will 
have volunteers – there are always 
people ready to respond,” says 
Tingle. “They believe what they 
do not only makes an earthly dif-
ference, but also makes an eternal 
difference.” for more information 
about disaster relief ministry go to 
www.absc.org/vols-and-missions/
disaster-relief.html or contact Bill 
Cantrell at 800-838-2272 (toll-free) 
or 501-376-4791 ext. 5249.

Arkansas Baptist among new legislators

Court rules against Mo. breakaway entities

new house members who have been 
confirmed to be members of south-
ern Baptist churches:

arkansas: rep. rick Crawford, 
first district, Nettleton Church of 
Jonesboro; rep. Tim Griffin, sec-
ond district, immanuel Church of 
little rock; rep. steve Womack, 
Third district, Cross Church of 
rogers.

florida: rep. steve southerland, 
second district, Northstar Baptist 
Church of Panama City; rep. dan-
iel Webster, eighth district, first 
Baptist Church of Central florida, 
in orlando.

Georgia: rep. austin scott, 
eighth district, first Baptist Church 
of Tifton.

Mississippi: rep. alan Nun-
nelee, first district, Calvary Baptist 
Church of Tupelo.

oklahoma: rep. James lankford, 
fifth district, Quail springs Baptist 
Church of oklahoma City.

south Carolina: rep. Jeff dun-
can, Third district, first Baptist 
Church of Clinton.

Texas: rep. Bill flores, 17th dis-
trict, Central Baptist Church of 
Bryan.

in addition, rep. Tom Graves, a 
republican representing the Ninth 
district of Georgia, is serving his 
first full term in the house. he won 
a special election in June 2010 to re-
place Nathan deal, who vacated his 

seat to run for governor. deal won 
the gubernatorial race in Novem-
ber. Graves is a member of Belmont  
Baptist Church of Calhoun, Ga.

also, rep. steve Pearce, a repub-
lican from New Mexico, is return-
ing to the house to represent the 
second district after two years away. 
Pearce is a member of Taylor Memo-
rial Baptist Church of hobbs, N.M.

Blunt, the new senator from Mis-
souri, is a member of first Baptist 
Church of Branson, Mo. 

other southern Baptists in the 
senate are republicans roger Wick-
er of Mississippi, Tom Coburn of 
oklahoma and lindsey Graham of 
south Carolina. Coburn was elected 
in November to his second, six-year 
term. Wicker will be up for re-elec-
tion in 2012, Graham in 2014.

Members of southern Baptist 
churches who were re-elected to 
their house seats in November 
are reps. spencer Bachus, r.-ala.; 
Trent franks, r.-ariz.; Vern Buch-
anan, r.-fla.; Paul Broun, r.-Ga.; 
lynn Westmoreland, r.-Ga.; harold 
rogers, r.-Ky.; rodney alexander, 
r.-la.; John fleming, r.-la.; Gregg 
harper, r.-Miss.; sam Graves, r.-
Mo.; heath shuler, d.-N.C.; frank 
lucas, r.-okla.; Mike Conaway, 
r.-Texas; louie Gohmert, r.-Texas; 
al Green, d.-Texas; randy Neuge-
bauer, r.-Texas, and randy forbes, 
r.-Va.

Tornado prompts disaster relief

parting foundation staff. even more 
strikingly, the trial judge refused to 
issue a stay of the transfer of control 
pending the expected appeal.

Wilson’s order came as his term 
ended on dec. 31. he was appointed 
by Gov. Jay Nixon in January 2010 
to fill the unexpired term of rich-
ard Callahan, who was appointed 
to be U.s. attorney for the eastern 
district of Missouri. in November, 
Wilson ran for election to the post 
as a democrat and lost to repub-
lican daniel Green, who assumed 
his office on Jan. 1. Wilson has not 
announced his future plans.

While Wilson ordered the foun-
dation’s leaders to return control 
to the convention in 30 days, the 
foundation may seek a stay during 

an appeal. a Jan. 3 statement by 
the foundation indicates an appeal 
is likely. in the foundation’s view, 
“This ruling is just a first step in a 
longer process by which the matters 
addressed in the judge’s ruling will 
be reviewed by the Missouri judicial 
system.”

MBC attorney Michael White-
head said that despite the founda-
tion’s statement, he believes the 
order breaks a “legal log jam.”

“Judge Wilson’s ruling provides 
a clear path for resolving the MBC 
lawsuits,” Whitehead said.

The order does not fully resolve 
the convention’s claims against two 
other breakaway entities, Missouri 
Baptist University and The Baptist 
home retirement center, but Wil-

son wrote that his findings should 
be applied to them. MBC attorneys 
believe similarities between the 
foundation, university and Baptist 
home charters could provide for 
faster resolution of the remaining 
claims. “We intend to file summa-
ry judgment motions before Judge 
Green,” Whitehead said, “so that 
all of the remaining cases can be 
resolved at the trial court level as 
quickly as possible.”

Convention court action also 
continues against the Windermere 
Baptist Conference Center petition 
to recover 1,300 acres of its property 
on the lake of the ozarks. Court 
action has been dropped to recover 
the fifth breakaway entity, the Word 
& Way newsjournal.
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brings nearly 150 children and 
youth to camp. Many of the children 
who come have never been to camp 
and are not members of the church, 
Wilkie noted.

“We are so thankful for the gift 
from the members of Union Val-
ley Baptist Church,” Wilkie said. 
“Union Valley has meant so much 
to this camp over the years. They 
have invested several hundred thou-
sand dollars, as well as volunteer-
ing to work at the camp each year.” 
he said the donation will help the 

camp reach its goal of air condition-
ing and heating all the bunk houses. 
Union Valley’s donation will give 
the camp 34 bunk houses with heat 
and air, which will house up to 815 
campers.

Twelve units still need to be ren-
ovated. Wilkie hopes to raise the 
funds to heat and air condition the 
rest of the units.

donors can contact the camp at 
479-524-4565 or mail a donation to 
3600 south lincoln road, siloam 
springs, ar 72761.

triage patients and other medical 
needs. arkansas Baptist teams have 
been aiding haitians ever since.

as the year progressed, arkansas 
Baptists began focusing their min-
istry primarily in the darbonne 
and leogane areas, ministering to 
people living in temporary housing 
there, sharing the gospel and train-
ing believers. since the quake, 20 
teams from about 50 arkansas Bap-
tist churches have met needs and 
shared Christ in haiti, resulting in 
more than 430 haitians receiving 
Christ. arkansas Baptists have also 
built transitional homes for the el-
derly and amputees. 

Baptists across arkansas and 
the United states collected food 
staples, packing them into “Buckets 
of hope” which were distributed in 
haiti. arkansas Baptists sent 4,356 
buckets.

NAMB elects Ezell
Kevin ezell, pastor of highview 

Baptist Church of louisville, Ky., 
was elected president of NaMB 
sept. 14, despite the fact his church 
gave only 2.2 percent to the Coop-
erative Program and only $10,000 to 
the annie armstrong offering for 
North american Missions, in con-
trast to the church’s $6.2 million 
annual budget.

in a bold, unprecedented open 
letter to NaMB trustees, david han-
kins, executive director of the loui-
siana Baptist Convention, called for 
trustees not to elect ezell due to his 
church’s lack of financial support 
for sBC missions. emil Turner, 
aBsC executive director, publicly 
affirmed hankins’ assessment.

Promising “considerable change” 
to NaMB, ezell announced a “re-
duction in force,” beginning with 
early retirement incentives for 
NaMB employees age 54 and older 
who have at least five years of service. 
More than 80 of NaMB’s 
260 staff members took 
the package, including 
three vice presidents.

lester Cooper, pas-
tor of Concord Baptist 
Church of Cumming, 
Ga., resigned as a NaMB 
trustee, saying he does 
not share the vision of the 
agency’s new president. 
Cooper said losing senior 
staff members recognized 
as NaMB experts just months after 
becoming president is “unreason-
able.”

ezell has promised to partner 
with state conventions in setting a 
new direction for NaMB.

SBC EC cuts budget
The sBC executive Committee 

(eC), which operates on behalf of 
the convention between annual 
meetings, cut its budget by $505,000 
in september. already facing a cash 
shortfall due to declining CP giv-
ing, the eC was hit even harder by 
a GCr recommendation to reduce 
the eC’s budget by a third in order 

to channel more funds to the inter-
national Mission Board. More dras-
tic cuts in eC programs are expected 
in the coming year.

ABSC launches Across Arkansas
across arkansas, a gospel satura-

tion event sponsored by the aBsC, 
was launched in November. Based 
on God’s Plan for sharing (GPs), a 
coordinated effort of state conven-
tions and NaMB to focus on evan-
gelism and reaching america for 
Christ, across arkansas encourages 
churches to reach out to the com-
munity through prayerwalking, dis-
tribution of door hanger bags with 
materials and a gospel presentation, 
invitations to each local church’s 
evangelistic easter service and fol-
low-up with those reached through 
the effort.

Reaching Generation Now
Churches and associations across 

arkansas continued efforts in reach-
ing Generation 
Now, a three-
year emphasis 
on reaching 
older children 
and youth 
with the gospel 
and involving them in kingdom 
ministry. aBsC teams are training 
and equipping churches through 
special events, associational training 
events, consultation and individual 
church assistance as needed.

The stated purpose is “to raise 
up a generation of young believers 
who are passionate about following 
Christ, passionate about the Great 
Commission and the Great Com-
mandment and passionate about 
how southern Baptists and CP mis-
sions impact lives.”

SBC elects Moffett 2nd VP
Messengers to the sBC annual 

meeting elected eric Mof-
fett, pastor of first Church 
of sparkman, as sBC sec-
ond vice president. an un-
likely candidate as a small 
church pastor, Moffett was 
elected with a vote margin 
of 706 to 689 in a runoff 
with Jim Goforth, pastor 
of New life Baptist Church 
of forsyth, Mo., follow-
ing a first ballot of four 

candidates. Brent Powell, 
Black river association missionary, 
nominated Moffett. earlier during 
the sBC meeting, first Church of 
sparkman had received the M.e. 
dodd award for “continuous, long-
term excellence in supporting the 
principles, practice and spirit of the 
Cooperative Program.”

Moffett used his unexpected elec-
tion to speak out for the CP and for 
the role of small churches in conven-
tion life. 

EC elects Page
in a closed-door session June 14, 

eC trustees voted 44-30 to elect 
frank Page as its new president and 

chief executive officer.
Page, NaMB’s vice president of 

evangelization, was pastor of first 
Baptist Church of Taylors, s.C., for 
nine years and sBC president from 
2006-08.

Page announced struc-
tural and staffing changes 
during November. he re-
duced the eC staff from 
five divisions to three. The 
office of news services and 
the office of convention 
relations were combined 
into one office, becoming 
the office of convention 
communications and rela-
tions. CP promotion will 
be housed in his office to give it “a 
heightened sense of priority.”

he eliminated two eC vice presi-
dents’ jobs: the position of vice 
president of news services and the 
stewardship vice president.

Page noted the eC had to oper-
ate well below anticipat-

ed budget receipts in 
the fiscal year just 
ended (sept. 30, 
2010) and is facing 
the likelihood of 
even greater bud-

getary shortfalls in 
the current year. 

ABN editor retires, new editor 
elected in November

Charlie Warren, editor of the 
ABN since oct. 1, 1999, announced 
plans to retire, effective Jan. 1. War-
ren, 63, served 11 years as editor.

in his announcement to the 
ABN board of directors, Warren ex-
pressed gratitude for serving among 
arkansas Baptists in a convention 
that is unified and harmonious. 
he also expressed appreciation for 
all ABN board members and staff 
members who have served during 
his tenure.

The ABN personnel committee, 
after months of deliberation, recom-
mended Tim Yarbrough, acts 1:8 
challenge coordinator for NaMB 
since february 2002, as ABN edi-
tor, effective Jan. 1. The ABN board 
elected Yarbrough Nov. 18.

in addition to directing the acts 
1:8 strategy for NaMB, Yarbrough 
earlier served as media strategist 
and director of church relations 
at NaMB. Previously he served as 

the communications director of the 
Missouri Baptist Convention from 
1995-2002. from 1989-95, Yar-
brough was an editor of a magazine, 
books and other publications at 

the Baptist Brotherhood 
Commission, which later 
merged with NaMB.

from 1987 to 1989, he 
was a section editor for the 
Arkansas Democrat, and 
he earlier served as news 
editor and staff writer for 
various daily and weekly 
newspapers, including the 
Courier Democrat of rus-
sellville. he taught jour-

nalism as a graduate assis-
tant at the University of arkansas at 
little rock, where he earned a mas-
ter of arts degree in journalism. ear-
lier he earned a bachelor of science 
degree in journalism from Murray 
state University, Murray, Ky.

Born in Kennett, Mo., Yar-
brough’s family moved to arkansas 
in 1967, settling in Jonesboro. Yar-
brough was saved during a revival 
at Walnut street Church of Jones-
boro. he and his wife, Pamm, were 
married in 1986 at first Church of 
russellville. They also have been 
members of Baring Cross Church of 
North little rock and first Church 
of Maumelle. The Yarbroughs have 
two children.

First, Sparkman, receives Dodd 
Award for ‘CP excellence’

first Church of sparkman, an 
arkansas church with 103 mem-
bers and an average 30-year CP giv-
ing rate of 32.78 percent, received 
the M.e. dodd award during the 
southern Baptist eC’s morning 
report June 15 at the sBC annual 
meeting in orlando, fla.

The sparkman church, which 
averages 60-75 people for worship 
on sundays, was recognized for 
“continuous, long-term excellence 
in supporting the principles, prac-
tice and spirit of the Cooperative 
Program.”

The award is presented annually 
to a person, congregation or organi-
zation for sustained achievement in 
CP missions support. 

The average CP giving by the 
church over the past 30 years is 
32.78 percent, with a high of 43.49 
percent and a low of 24.27 percent.Kevin Ezell

Frank Page



Well, i’m pressing on to 
the higher calling of my 

lord.” – Bob dylan
Ties between arkansas and my 

family run deep.
for as long as i can remember, 

my grandfa-
ther, russell 
a. Yarbrough, 
recounted sto-
ries about his 
early days living 
and working in 
arkansas. My 
grandmother, 
laura Killmer 
Yarbrough, was born in des arc.

as a child entering the first 
grade, my family relocated to 
Jonesboro from southeast Missouri 
to start a new Mayflower moving 
franchise. We resided in Jonesboro 
during the 1968 and 1973 torna-
does that nearly ripped the town 
apart. i have never feared for my 
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From left, Tim Yarbrough, Eric King of the International Mission Board, Dewayne 
Tanton, Harmony Association, and Robby Tingle, Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
at the 2008 Acts 1:8 leadership conference held at First Church of Star City.

life as i did during those tornadoes. 
i recall sitting with my parents as 
my older brother was graduated 
from Jonesboro high school – 
aptly named the hurricanes – amid 
the rubble of the destroyed high 

school building.
The high 

point of my life 
was my spiritual 
rebirth during a 
revival at Walnut 
street Church of 
Jonesboro, where 
– on the final 
night of the event 

– i walked the aisle and publicly 
surrendered my life to Jesus Christ. 
don Moore, pastor of the church 
from 1968 to 1971 and former 
executive director of the arkansas 
state Baptist Convention, led me 
in the sinner’s prayer that night 
and through the baptismal waters a 
few weeks later.

Much later, after college and sev-
eral years as a working journalist, 
i met my future wife and lifelong 
soul mate through the singles min-
istry at first Church of russellville. 
Pastor stephen davis pronounced 
us husband and wife. We honey-
mooned in the most exotic location 
we could afford – eureka springs.

We made our first home in 
little rock, where i pursued a 
master’s degree in journalism at 
the University of arkansas at little 
rock and worked at the Arkansas 
Democrat. it was during the infa-
mous newspaper war between the 
Democrat and the Arkansas Gazette. 
We know how that ended.

i became a razorback fan dur-
ing my time in Jonesboro while 
learning about arkansas his-
tory. one of my brothers went to 
high school with scott Bull, the 
former razorback quarterback. 
i remember thinking i actually 
knew someone famous. one of my 
fondest memories with my dad was 
watching arkansas play the mighty 
oklahoma sooners in the orange 
Bowl on New Year’s day 1980. The 
No. 6 hogs weren’t given much of 
a chance against No. 2 oklahoma. 
The razorbacks romped 31-6.

having visited most of the 
continental United states through 
my work at the southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission and 

North american Mission Board, 
i can say without hesitation 
arkansas is a very special place in-
deed. While i love our country and 
everywhere i have traveled, there 
is something distinctive about the 
Natural state and its people.

arkansas Baptists and their 
churches are passionate about 
Kingdom work. i have been in 
churches from Blytheville to 
springdale to el dorado. one 
of the largest acts 1:8 leadership 
events held was at first Church of 
star City, hosted by pastor stephen 
Beavers and associational mission-
ary dewayne Tanton. We haven’t 
had another one quite like it.

each summer from 2006 until 
2008, i was privileged to lead the 
World Changers missions project 
in little rock that mobilized more 
than 1,000 students and leaders 
from across the United states. 
Through the urban renewal proj-
ect, i met many fine little rock 
and North little rock leaders, 
including danny Johnson of the 
Pulaski association and Jerry Gay 
of the North Pulaski association.

The arkansas Baptist state 
Convention staff is considered sec-
ond to none in southern Baptist 
Convention circles. executive 
director emil Turner is highly 
respected among state leaders.

Many of the state’s associational 
directors of missions have made 

a mark in leadership circles well 
beyond the borders of the state. 
howard Kisor of the arkansas 
river Valley association and Jeff 
Thompson of Concord association 
are leaders in the national acts 1:8 
Challenge associational initiative.

it is evident God has richly 
blessed arkansas Baptists, but 
there is much remaining to be 
done. With the Great Commission 
task still at hand, i look forward 
to helping tell the story of how 
arkansas Baptists are impacting 
the Kingdom for Christ in their 
Jerusalem, Judea and samaria and 
to the ends of the earth.

The Arkansas Baptist News 
considers it an honor to be your 
partner in ministry. i count it as 
a privilege to be a part of the next 
chapter of the newspaper’s history 
and the work of arkansas Baptists 
as they seek to fulfill the Great 
Commission before Christ’s glori-
ous return.

Editor’s note: The title of this 
column, “Pressing On,” reflects one of 
my favorite verses, Philippians 3:14 
(ESV): “I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.”

I would love to hear from you and 
visit your church. Please feel free to con-
tact me at 800-838-2272, ext. 5151, 
or tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

My grandparents (above) and the 
newspaper published after the 
Jonesboro tornado (below).

Pressing 
On 

Tim Yarbrough



For eight hours, he prepares his uniform and his 
mind for duty. every day of his duty, he gets a fresh 

haircut. and when he is on duty, he will not vary from 
his command a single step, or for a single second, no 
matter the weather, no matter the 
hour of the day, no matter the day of 
the week, no matter the number of 
people watching and no matter if no 
one watches at all.

You’ve seen his picture, of course, 
for he is the unflinching guard, the 
sentinel, a member of the Third 
United states infantry regiment of 
the United states army, one of the 
men and women who guard the Tomb of the Unknown 
soldiers at arlington National Cemetery, just outside 
our nation’s capital. for every minute of every day, 
since July 2, 1937, the old Guard has stood guard.

There is nothing casual about the way the work is 
done in arlington. When a sentinel comes on duty, he 
walks exactly 21 steps across the tomb area, represent-
ing the 21-gun salute, the highest honor given to any 
military or foreign dignitary. When he turns, he faces 
the tomb and remains in that position for 21 seconds. 
he turns again and walks 21 steps across the tomb. 
When he completes the short journey, he stops, turns 
toward the tomb, and pauses for 21 seconds. over and 

over, the sentinel repeats the process, until his shift is 
completed.

When the job is done well, it is nearly impossible 
to discern any movement of the young soldier’s head 

or weapon. With an average age of 
only 22, these young enlisted men 
and women, with ranks ranging only 
from Private first Class to specialist, 
prepare for weeks to take a turn at the 
tomb. strict training ensures that the 
guard will be unflinching and unwav-
ering in duty, no matter the heat of 
summer, no matter the driving rain 
of december or the frozen snow of 

february.
Most importantly of all, the guard will remain posted 

and his steps will remain perfect, even when there is 
not another soul in sight, when no one is watching to 
see if the sentinel remains diligent at midnight. (source: 
www.tombguard.org)

for a soldier to do this job, he must learn a new way 
to walk. he must walk by the book each day without 
distraction. as we enter a new year, why not commit 
yourself to a new walk with the lord Jesus? Why not 
determine in your heart that in every way you will not 
get distracted in 2011, but will with great diligence to 
our lord’s commands walk each day by the Book.
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A s we start a new year, we reflect on blessings of the 
past year as well as the challenges, or as i like to 

call them, the opportunities we had in 2010. Then i 
begin to think about what we already know about the 
new year, 2011, and what we expect from it.

in my mind, i see a series of doors much like the old 
Maxwell smart TV show, Get Smart. 
Before a door would open in front of 
him, a door behind him would close. 
in a real sense, the door has closed 
behind us, and we have a new door 
open in front of us. We can see in 
the words of John, as stated in the 
Book of revelation, Jesus standing at 
the door and knocking, wanting to come in and spend 
time with us (rev. 3:20).

first, do we recognize that he desires to fellowship 
with us? second, are we willing to open the door and 
let him have his rightful place in our lives? sadly, some 
closed that door in 2010, or prior to that, and will never 

hear the knock or call of Jesus ever again. how sad for 
that person and his or her family never to hear that 
invitation from our lord and savior ever again.

Many friends with whom i spoke in the final days of 
2010 said they saw open doors ahead. While speaking 
with one person in particular, the conversation turned 

to Jesus’s words when he said to the 
church in Philadelphia, “i know thy 
works: behold, i have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it” 
(rev. 3:8).

isn’t it wonderful that God knows 
us, that he knows our works and our 
thoughts and still opens a door for us?

Just imagine a door here on earth opened to us by 
Jehovah God, for the Creator of the universe has set 
an open door before us for 2011. This open door can 
be for missions, for family or even for fellowship with 
him. What a blessing! let us step over the threshold 
and see what he has for us.

guest ViewPOint
Bill Scroggs, pastor,  

First Church of Petit Jean

In 1 Kings 1-11, the narrator 
provides a wide array of in-

formation about solomon’s life. 
When the lord asked solomon 
what he wanted most, he wished 
for a “discerning heart” to govern 
the people of israel. God not 
only answered solomon’s re-
quest, he also gave him riches 
and honor (3:4-5). solomon 
made wise decisions, spoke prov-
erbs and knew much about plant 
and animal life (4:29-34). he 
built the Temple in Jerusalem, 
which was his most lasting 
achievement (chapters 6-7). Kings 
and queens alike respected him 
for his knowledge and power 
(10:1-13).

The narrator, however, is not 
always positive about solomon’s 
life. his kingdom had an unscru-
pulous beginning (chapter 2). 
he built the Temple through the 
“forced labor” of israelites and 
non-israelites alike (5:13-14; 9:15-
23). he acquired large amounts 
of gold, silver, horses and soldiers 
(4:26; 10:14-29). he built a lavish 
palace that took nearly twice as 
long to build as the Temple did 
(6:38-7:1). he gave 20 Galilean 
towns to King hiram of Tyre in 
exchange for Temple supplies, 
which created harmful political 
repercussions (9:10-14). he made 
political alliances with surround-
ing countries through marriage 
(3:1). eventually, he married 
1,000 women who led him astray 
to worship other gods (11:1-8). 

Moses had warned israel that 
such a king would be detrimen-
tal to them (deut. 17:14-20). 
it is small wonder, then, that 
soon after solomon’s death, the 
united monarchy of israel was 
over (chapter 12).

Undoubtedly, God blessed 
solomon and gave him good 
things in order to rule the 
israelites. The longer he ruled, 
however, the more his power got 
the best of him. 

Perhaps it’s better to call 
solomon “shrewd” than to call 
him “wise,” since he often used 
his “discerning heart” to no 
one’s advantage but his own. 
solomon’s life serves as a lesson: 
believers should always use God’s 
gifts to praise him rather than to 
please themselves.

Editor’s note: We invite read-
ers to submit questions regarding 
theology and Baptist beliefs. Send 
questions to Editor, Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR 72204 or email tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

A new year, a new walk

An Open Door

Ken Gore is chair of the Williams Baptist 
College department of Christian minis-
tries.

President’s
PersPective

Clay Hallmark

I f you don’t want to know what Kendra dean 
thinks, don’t ask her. in her latest book, she takes 

a close look at the National study of Youth and 
religion (NsYr) that was done from 2003-2005, and 
draws some conclusions about the 
future of the church.

she draws attention to the fact 
that while today’s teenagers are very 
positive about Christianity, they 
are also very apathetic about genu-
ine spiritual growth. The original 
study uses the term “Moralistic 
Therapeutic deism” (MTd) to 
describe this. Characteristic beliefs 
of MTd envision a god who wants people to be nice, 
good and fair to each other but who will not get in-
volved in their lives unless he needs to solve a prob-
lem. for them, the central goal of life is to be happy 
and to feel good about oneself.

Almost Christian – What the Faith of Our Teenagers 
is Telling the American Church

by Kenda Creasy Dean, Oxford University Press Inc., 2010

Wow! sounds a lot like the people who sit in 
our pews each sunday morning. in most churches, 
Christianity is all about church attendance rather 
than a sold-out personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. discipleship is more of a 
program than a way of life. in other 
words, according to dean, you get 
what you are. our kids are going to 
turn out to be a whole lot like us.

is there hope? absolutely! But, ac-
cording to dean, it will take parents 
getting personally involved in the 
spiritual growth of their children 
rather than expecting the children’s 

director or the youth director to do the job for them. 
it will take other adults getting involved in the lives of 
the students in their church. The answer is not a bet-
ter program. it’s doing life together. Now, how do you 
do that? read the book.

Book review
Larry Remington, pastor,

The Compass, Little Rock

Baptists Ask

Was Solomon wise?
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For more information: www.absc.org/yec or call David Bond 1-800-838-2272 ex. 5222.

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

This Year, Central Church of 
Magnolia members are going to be 
on the same page – literally. and 
their pastor, Mike seabaugh, has 
come up with a great way to make 
it happen.

seabaugh is encouraging his 
church members to take the one 
Thing Challenge, a strategy to “get 
our people to read their Bibles 
through” in a year.

and he’s even blogging about his 
daily readings to model a way for his 
church members to write down what 
they learn from the Word.

The idea for the one Thing Chal-
lenge came from luke 10:42, says 
seabaugh, where Jesus commended 
Mary for doing the “one thing” that 
was truly needed, sitting at his feet, 
listening to him. “What was it about 
this encounter that made Jesus af-
firm Mary?” seabaugh asked.

“That one thing is that Jesus said 
it was necessary for us to pay atten-
tion to him. The way we do that 
today is by reading the Bible with 
the holy spirit’s leadership.”

seabaugh was already in the habit 
of daily scripture reading using the 
one Year Bible, a practice he started 
about 20 years ago. 

“i’d always thought, ‘i wish my 
people were reading this along with 
me,’” he says.

so, in January 2009, he decided 
to extend that challenge, asking 
his church family at first Baptist 
Church, Ponca City, okla., where 
he was serving as pastor, to join him 
in reading through the Bible in a 
year.

seabaugh began serving as pastor 
of Central Church in the fall of last 
year, and the church began the one 
Thing Challenge on Jan. 1.

he encourages his church mem-
bers to look for at least one thing in 
each day’s reading that they sense 
God is saying to them and to record 
it in some way. 

seabaugh says blogging is just 
one of the ways members can keep 
a record of what they read. other 
venues include facebook and jour-
naling.

for seabaugh, blogging has added 
a new layer to the one Thing Chal-
lenge. 

he notes the goal of his blog isn’t 
to build readership, but instead to 
model a way people can record what 
they hear from God.

“it challenged me to sit down 
and write something every day that 
is worthy,” he says, adding, “i’m not 
writing literature, theology or philos-
ophy – it’s just my journey. it’s very 
humbling to go back and read some 
of the things the writing pushed me 
to articulate, things i’d never tried 
to work through on my own.”

seabaugh also receives comments 

Central Church, Magnolia, members make a commitment to read through the Bible in a year

and emails from his church mem-
bers about what God is speaking to 
them or asking questions. 

he says the daily contact has 
helped him to be more accessible to 
his church family. “That’s the thing 
about the internet and facebook. 
it’s a daily thing, but preaching is 
mainly done once a week.”

in addition, seabaugh also leads 
old and New Testament survey 
classes at the church, focusing on 
the week’s passages from the one 
Year Bible.

Using the one Year Bible has 
been great for helping people stay 
on track with their reading, he says.

But seabaugh realizes people will 
most likely miss some of the read-
ings and may get overwhelmed try-
ing to get caught back up with the 
rest of the church. so, he encour-
ages members to just pick back up 
with the material on that particular 
day. “if you miss a day, you miss a 
day. But don’t let that become a bur-

den to carry into the next day,” he 
says. “Just pick up and get started 
again today.”

seabaugh shares his philosophy 
through his blogging. his goal was 
to blog every day of the past year, 
but as he looked back, he realized he 
had missed about 60 days of writing. 
“i did my reading, but didn’t blog. it 
was a day here and there.”

it’s not just individuals who can 
benefit from the one Thing Chal-
lenge. “We are encouraging people 
to give Bibles to their families and 
extended families, to be a family 
that’s literally on the same page,” he 
says, noting that through the inter-
net, even family members who live 
apart can read and discuss the pas-
sages together.

The challenge provides an added 
benefit for men who want to be 
spiritual leaders in their families but 
aren’t sure how to make it happen. 
“leading their families to read the 
Bible together puts [the husband] 

One Thing Challenge
in that position because he knows 
what they read each day and this 
helps stimulate discussions around 
God’s Word,” says seabaugh.

The one Thing Challenge has 
made a difference in seabaugh’s 
family. recently, when he went to 
wake up his 11-year-old daughter, he 
found her one day Bible open on 
the pillow beside her to the previous 
day’s reading. “When i’m gone the 
lord will still be here. i’ll give them 
all the advice i can but the best ad-
vice i can give my kids is ‘just read 
your Bible,’” he says. 

“i want my kids to read the Bible 
and we talk about it as a family, but 
when i catch them reading it on 
their own, i know i’m doing my 
job,” he says.

The one Thing Challenge has 
been “the most satisfying ministry 
endeavor” he’s ever been a part of, 
says seabaugh. “This is different be-
cause it’s every day, it’s real … it’s 
what a minister is supposed to do, 
to find ways to communicate the full 
gospel to people so that it’s more 
than entertainment but they can be-
come self-feeding disciples.”

The feedback he’s received from 
church members and others has 
been positive. “every time i talk 
about this idea with people, it’s like 
a light goes on. They say, ‘This is so 
simple and so clear. Why weren’t we 
doing this all along?’”

To follow seabaugh’s one 
Thing Challenge blog, go to www.
onethingchallenge.blogspot.com. 
for more information about start-
ing the one Thing Challenge in 
your church, contact seabaugh at 
mikeseabaugh@cbcmagnolia.com.
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for 16 WeeKs each year, rock 
runners train for several races in-
cluding the 5K, 10K, relay events 
and the little rock marathon. dur-
ing that time, members of the group 
meet to run together, providing en-
couragement and accountability. 

But physical training is not the 
only way they stay in shape.

Members meet at Woodland 
heights Church of Conway on 
sunday nights to train spiritually by 
studying God’s Word.

The idea for rock runners was 
birthed while Woodland heights 
Church members Bill doshier and 
randy Grace waited to start the 
2005 little rock half marathon.

The men had run together for a 
couple of years and were interested 
in the idea of tying in fitness with 
faith. 

“We thought, ‘What if we select-
ed a Bible study and you went over 
on the classes on sunday evening 
to tie in with the training?’” says 

doshier, noting it would give people 
accountability, both in fitness and 
Bible study.

after getting the oK from the 
church’s staff, they started rock 
runners in January 2006. 

The first year, 14 class members 
finished the little rock race. Now, 
that number has grown to more 
than 60.

Throughout the years, rock run-
ners have used various Bible study 
materials for their sunday night 
meetings. 

This year, members created a de-
votional book designed specifically 
for the group and written by fellow 
rock runners. 

doshier says people have gotten 
involved in rock runners for sev-
eral reasons, including the desire to 
pursue a “lifestyle change” and the 
satisfaction of completing a race and 
receiving a finisher’s medal.

accountability is yet another rea-
son people join the group. 

That was the case for steve and 
debra Miller. The couple got in-
volved in the group after hearing 

about it from fellow participants in 
a 5K race.

steve says the fellowship they’ve 
found with rock runners and 
“knowing you have good Christian 
friends,” has been great. 

Chris reynolds agrees. “These 
guys are your psychiatrists and faith 
counselors,” he says. “You talk about 
everything as you run together.”

he says it’s been “uplifting” to 
watch as other rock runners in-
creased their fitness levels, losing 
weight and getting off medicines. 

rock runners train at varying 
levels.

sonya Tytler says she had never 
given running a thought until she 
helped cheer on rock runners at 
a race. 

“Watching these guys come in, i 
thought, ‘i think i can do that,’” she 
says. she began running from one 
stop sign to the next and now runs 
about eight miles at a time. and 
running has also helped her faith 
grow stronger. “i have a very slow 
pace when i run. it gives me time 
to reflect and think about things,” 
she says.

The Woodland heights church 
staff is also supportive of the group, 
says doshier, noting race day at the 
little rock marathon is always a big 

event, including a tailgate party in 
front of the Clinton library. extend-
ed family, co-workers, neighbors and 
fellow church members come out to 
cheer the rock runners on to the 
finish line.

rock runners members want to 
help everyone with an interest get 
involved in the group, especially 
those who may have financial dif-
ficulties. 

“it’s troubling when we lose a 
rock runner due to the cost of a 
pair of shoes or the need for warm 
running apparel or the expense of a 
race entry fee,” doshier says.

for this reason, rock runners 
organized as a non-profit organiza-
tion in 2010 with a designated fund 
at Woodland heights Church.

donations to the ministry can 
be made to Woodland heights 
Church, P.o. Box 10706, Conway, 
ar 72034, with rock runners in 
the memo. 

Group members agree rock run-
ners is about so much more than 
just training for a race. 

“running is not even secondary,” 
says reynolds. “The friendships are 
so much more than that.”

however, doshier admits, “it 
probably wouldn’t have happened 
if not for the running.” 

Rock Runners train physically and spiritually
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Union Valley Church of Beebe served the community Dec. 5 by giving away $100 
gift cards and food to needy families in the area. Families were asked to attend the 
Sunday morning worship service, during which Tommy Miller, the church’s pastor, 
shared a message titled “What Christmas is Really About.” About 130 adults and 
youth attended, along with almost 150 children. Seven adults made professions of faith 
in Christ. After the service, the church provided lunch and gave each family a $100 
gift card and a box of food. 

Life Line Church of Little Rock recently held a Veterans Day Celebration, which 
included the recognition of veterans and branches of service, songs, a guest speaker, 
a door prize and lunch. Church members purchased flags in memory or in honor 
of family members serving in the armed forces. A total of 39 flags were purchased, 
and two families donated flagpoles. Woodmen of the World donated a flag for the 
church to permanently display. Barbra Sparks, head of the church’s Little Rock 
ministry team, was in charge of the event, and retired Colonel Glenn Ballard served 
as guest speaker.

www.arkansasbaptist.org
.
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Obituaries

On the move

Ordinations

Sonja Joy Dalrymple Greer, 69, 
died Nov. 11. a beloved wife, moth-
er, grandmother, gifted musician and 
life-long servant of the lord, Greer 
served alongside her husband, Jim 
Greer, conducting multiple revivals 
and conferences throughout arkan-
sas and the southern Baptist Con-
vention. Jim also served as minister 
of music at first Church of sylvan 
hills before moving to oklahoma 
and other places of ministry. survi-
vors include her husband, Jim; one 
daughter; and two grandsons. The 
memorial service took place Nov. 15 
at Calvary Church of fort smith.

Ernest Allen is serving as pastor 
of Myron Church of Myron, coming 
there from Quitman, Miss.

Julie Forrest is serving on the staff 
of Calvary Church of little rock as 
children’s minister.

Matt Hill is serving on the staff 
of zion hill Church of Cabot as as-
sociate pastor.

Life Line Church of little rock 
ordained Bob hartness, Chris Jones 
and Jerry Brewer as deacons dec. 5.

First Church of Pine Bluff re-
cently ordained Travis Chisom as a 
deacon.

Would you like to see your 
church news in the Arkan-
sas Baptist News? To sub-
mit information, email  
jessica@arkansasbaptist.
org, or call toll-free by 

dialing 800-838-2272, ext. 
5153. You can also upload 

events and concerts for 
free on the ABN Web site, 
www.arkansasbaptist.org.

Church life
Central Church of Conway will 

sponsor a wild game dinner at 6 p.m. 
feb. 25. The dinner will feature pro-
fessional wildlife photographer ray 
Mears as guest speaker. for more in-

Milestones
First Church of Morrilton recent-

ly celebrated its 150th anniversary.

formation, call 501-329-9283.
Crossgate Church of hot springs 

will host a conference called “The 
art of Marriage” feb. 11 from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. and feb. 12 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. a new, one-and-a-half 
day, biblically-based video event, the 

Crossgate Church of Hot Springs members recently hosted an annual “Christmas 
For Our Neighbors” event. The church gave 138 local families 161 boxes of groceries, 
enough food to feed a family for a week or longer, and provided more than 320 children 
and teens with wrapped toys, gifts and candy. More than 70 Crossgate volunteers 
also helped with preparation for the event, and 100-plus Crossgate volunteers helped 
by greeting, helping with gift/toy selection, wrapping gifts, carrying boxes to cars and 
praying with each guest.

conference is designed to help build 
godly marriages. it features several 
pastors and experts on marriage and 
family leading six sessions – love 
happens, love fades, love dances, 
love interrupted, love sizzles and 
love always. for more information 
or to register, visit www.crossgate.
org.

Summit Church of North little 
rock will host a Perspectives on the 
World Christian Movement course 
beginning Jan. 17. Classes will also 
be held at first Church of Cabot 
beginning Jan. 18. for more infor-
mation, go to www.arperspectives.
org, or contact Charlie Beckman at 
501-517-2574 or charlie.beckman@
sbcglobal.net.
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There is a difference between 
retiring from one’s job and retiring 
from one’s calling. it’s a distinction 
dorothy Jackson, a member of Cen-
tral Church of Jonesboro, has made 
in her own thinking and in her own 
lifestyle.

as a youth, Jackson felt called 
to missions, and though never a 
full-time missionary 
outside the United 
states, she has lived 
a life of missions in 
arkansas.

Much of her life 
was spent at Wil-
liams Baptist Col-
lege (WBC), where 
she was first a stu-
dent and was later  
employed for 25 
years. she worked as 
a teacher and then as 
vice president for stu-
dent development, 
a position she says 
made her the college’s first woman 
administrator.

“i was called to do this,” she says. 
“i was called to work on the mission 
field of the college campus.”

eventually, she retired to be with 
her husband as he battled cancer. 

family has been one of the most 
important things in her life, Jackson 
says.

after 49 years and three months 
of marriage, her husband went to 
be with the lord. he had celebrated 
50 years in the ministry, and he and 
Jackson had two children together. 
along with being a pastor, he had 
served at WBC for about 12 years. 
Together, the couple traveled in 
their motor home, doing ministry 
with arkansas Campers on Mis-
sion.

despite her retirement and the 
loss of her husband, Jackson was not 
finished with her call to missions. 
she sought out local ministry oppor-
tunities and felt God calling her to 
the Pregnancy resource Center in 
Jonesboro.

she began at the center as a vol-
unteer, eventually moving to the 
paid position of assistant to the ex-
ecutive director.

The center’s executive director, 
Barb Younge, describes Jackson’s 
character, saying, “Never have i 
seen a woman serve the lord with 
everything she has, and done it with 
excellence, compassion and a true 
reflection of Christ. (she is) such a 
woman of grace.”

Younge says Jackson’s tasks in-
cluded making appointments, 
scheduling volunteers and ordering 
and picking up supplies. she was 
in charge of the Baby Bottle Boo-
merang fundraiser, and the last year 
she was in charge, she increased 
the amount brought in to $16,000. 
among other things, she also talked 
with girls considering abortion and 
led clients to Christ.

Woman retires from work, continues in ministry

PASTOR

C l a s s i f i e d s

MISCELLANEOUS

Board Camp Baptist Church, located in the 
Ouachita Mountains in western Arkansas, is now 
accepting resumes for pastor. Send resumes to 
Board Camp Baptist Church, 107 Polk 63, Mena, 
AR 71953.

Shiloh Baptist Church of Harrison is accepting 
resumes for pastor. Resumes may be mailed to 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Attention: Pastor Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 667, Harrison, AR 72601, or 
email to tj_tomlinson@cox.net.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

ASSOCIATE PASTOR: A healthy, growing, 
mixed-generational church is looking for a full-
time associate pastor for adult education, new 
member/member assimilation, administration, 
missions. Great people skills and wisdom are 
musts in growing church’s spiritual health. Send 
resumes: Waterloo Road Baptist Church, Attention: 
Personnel Committee, 3100 East Waterloo Road, 
Edmond, OK 73034, or email to jbroyles@water-
looroad.org. 

Crystal Hill in Little Rock is taking resumes for 
youth pastor. Contact office: 501-455-0669 or 
pastor: 501-912-3545.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking 
a full-time minister of music. If interested, 
send resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, 
AR 72335.

Training for Men’s Ministry Leaders. Two 
hours with three top SBC leaders. Fort Smith, Dec. 
7 and Little Rock, Jan. 25. To register, call Rugged 
Faith Ministries at 870-404-8586 or online at 
www.ruggedfaith.net. Costs $35 per church.

For Rent, Gulf-front two-bedroom con-
dominium on Okaloosa Island, Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla. Low owner rates. Call Lucy 770-831-3651. 
Email Lucyclark9@aol.com.

Moving to Northwest Arkansas? Insurance 
agency specializing in churches seeks property 
and casualty experienced support staff 
position. Please send resume to Position: P.O. 
Box 6546, Springdale, AR 72766, or fax to 479-
657-6369.

1995 Ford Goshen Coach, 29-passenger 
bus for sale. 31,000 miles. $12,000. Immanuel 
Baptist, Pine Bluff, 870-534-7603.

Church furniture custom built. Scott Mfg. 
Co., Ada, Okla. 580-436-1508, www.scottpews.
com.

Growing church in far N.W. Edmond, Okla., is 
seeking a full-time minister to children and 
preschool (infants - fifth grade). Please email re-
sume to personnelresumenpbc@gmail.com.

Church in western Arkansas is currently receiv-
ing resumes for the position of worship leader/
minister of education. Must be capable of ef-
fectively leading blended worship services. Send 
resume to Worship Leader Search Committee, 
Dallas Avenue Baptist Church, 300 Dallas Avenue, 
Mena, AR 71953-4603.

First Baptist Church, Tullahoma, Tenn., a con-
servative Southern Baptist Church, is seeking a 
full-time minister to students to serve alongside 
four full-time ministers. The minister will focus on 
middle school, high school and college students. 
Contact Pastor Herb Hester at 108 East Grundy 
Street, Tullahoma, TN 37388 or hester.herb@
fbctullahoma.org.

East Side Baptist Church is looking for a full-
time assistant to the children’s director. This 
position will primarily be working with the pre-
school department of the church by assisting with 
preparation and teaching during Wednesday and 
Sunday services, be responsible for maintaining the 
preschool department, working with parents and 
volunteers and assisting with special large chil-
dren’s events throughout the year. Experience in 
children’s ministry and/or degree preferred. Please 
send resumes to East Side Baptist, 718 East 9th 
Street, Mountain Home, AR 72653.

Seeking a full-time minister to students 
and outreach for a purpose-driven church lo-

cated in suburban St. Louis County. Must have a 
passion for youth ministry and reaching students 
for Christ. College degree preferred. Please send 
resume to Minister to Students Search Committee, 
c/o Fee Fee Baptist Church, 11330 St. Charles Rock 
Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044, or email to randy@
feefeebc.org.

Younge continues, “her heart 
for the unborn and the mothers in 
crisis was evidenced by clients, staff 
and volunteers. While she was at 
the center, she could work circles 
around any of us here.”

“it was a mission field,” Jackson 
says. “everyone there was dedicated 
to the mission of the Pregnancy re-
source Center. it was a wonderful 
experience.”

Younge has known Jackson for 25 
years. 

“Personally, she 
is the best friend i 
have ever had. she 
has been a godly in-
fluence. she always 
had a listening ear 
and godly counsel,” 
Younge says. “i went 
through one of the 
most difficult times 
in my life while 
dorothy was at the 
center and could not 
have made it through 
it without dorothy. 
and as dorothy al-

ways says, ‘it’s all about him!’”
Jackson does, indeed, point to 

God.
“God has been so good,” she says. 

“Just remember, it’s not me; it’s 
God. The only way you can explain 
my life is, ‘it’s a God thing.’”

over the years, Jackson has also 
been part of Central Church’s mis-
sions strategy committee and has 
been on multiple missions trips. she 
has also been involved in disaster re-
lief, arkansas Campers on Mission 
and teaching ladies’ sunday school.

“i’m just doing ministry. There’s 
all kinds of ministry here in Jones-
boro,” she says.

“I’ve felt called to be 
a missionary since 
before I started to 
college. And the call 
is still on my life to 
be on mission for 
the Lord.”

Dorothy Jackson

Jackson has continued in several 
of the other ministries since retiring 
as the Pregnancy resource Center’s 
assistant to the executive director in 
July.

Young says Jackson volunteers to 
help with processing mail outs at 
the center occasionally, too.

“i’ve felt called to be a mission-
ary since before i started to college,” 
Jackson says, noting the pregnancy 
center, as well as the other min-
istries, are all part of that calling. 
“and the call is still on my life to be 
on mission for the lord,” she says.

she adds, “The people i’ve 
worked with have just been such a 
blessing to my life.” 

Using the Pregnancy resource 
Center as an example, Jackson gives 
this advice: “You don’t need to go 
there unless you feel a call because 
it’s terrific, and everyone you deal 
with, you talk to them about Jesus. 
and a person who doesn’t feel 

called will not be comfortable, and 
they will not stay around long.

“so i just think it’s great if a per-
son will just pray and ask the lord, 
‘Where do You want me? and wher-
ever You want me to go, i’ll do it.’

“and there’s no explanation on 
the amount of blessing you’ll get 
in doing these things, in helping 
people.”

as a final word of encourage-
ment, Jackson shares a poem her 
husband gave her while they were 
dating. The poem depicts “the se-
riousness of what we do and what 
really matters” as opposed to what 
people think matters, Jackson says.

The poem goes:
‘This one life
Will soon be passed.
only what’s done for Christ
Will last.’
“and i’ve added this,” Jackson 

says, “‘and the rest won’t amount 
to a hill o’ beans.’”

Barb Younge (left) and Dorothy Jackson pose for a picture together.



M entioning the word “medita-
tion” in your church might 

raise a few eyebrows. This term is 
often associated with eastern reli-
gions and their philosophy of emp-
tying one’s mind. however, medita-
tion is a biblical concept that con-
sists of filling the mind with God’s 
Word and communicating with 
him through prayer. “a lifestyle of 
meditation” is our last stop on our 
January journey down the road less 
traveled.

Psalm 119 is a great place to learn 
about meditating on God’s Word. 
it is the longest chapter in the Bible, 
containing 176 verses with 172 of 
them referring to God’s Word, using 
synonyms as law, decrees, precepts 

and statutes. This is definitely the 
“go-to chapter” to understand the 
importance of Bible study.

Psalm 119 is also an acrostic 
poem. You can’t tell this in your 
english version, but if you exam-
ined a hebrew old Testament, you 
would see that every set of eight 
verses begins with the same letter. 
That’s why many of our Bibles have 
those odd-looking characters and 
strange words like “aleph,” “Beth” 
and “Gimel” above every eighth 
verse. The strange symbols are he-
brew letters with their english pro-
nunciations beside them, indicating 
that the following verses begin with 
that letter in hebrew.

There is a golden nugget tucked 

away in the middle of the second 
stanza of this grand Psalm. The 
psalmist summarizes the importance 
of knowing God’s Word by stating 
that he has hidden 
God’s Word in his 
heart to keep him 
from sin. When we 
saturate our minds 
with the truths of 
the Bible, overcom-
ing temptation be-
comes easier.

imagine being in 
an overwhelmingly 
tempting situation 
and feeling you have no choice ex-
cept to give in to it. if you had taken 
the psalmist’s advice and memorized 

scripture, you might recall that you 
won’t be tempted beyond what you 
can bear, and there is a way out of 
every temptation (1 Cor. 10:13).

With our busy 
lifestyles we often 
struggle to find 
time for prayer 
and Bible study. 
let me encourage 
you to begin this 
year by commit-
ting to a lifestyle 
of meditation. 
study the Bible. 
Meditate on it. 

Talk to the father. allow him to 
speak to you. You’ll find the road 
less traveled worth the journey.

www.arkansasbaptist.org 11commenTAry

Naaman, commander of the 
army of aram, was a valiant 

warrior and a great 
man. however, 
he had leprosy. a 
captured girl who 
served Naaman’s 
wife suggested he 
seek the prophet, 
elisha, for healing. 
The king of aram, 
who was Naaman’s 
master, sent a letter 
to the king of isra-
el, along with money and clothing. 
“With this letter i am sending my 
servant Naaman to you so that you 
may cure him of his leprosy” (5:6).

The king read the letter, tore his 
robes, and said, “am i God? Can i 

kill and bring back 
to life?” (5:7). el-
isha heard about 
the king tearing 
his robes and sent 
a messenger to 
Naaman telling 
him to wash him-
self seven times 
in the Jordan and 
“your flesh will be 
restored and you 

will be cleansed” (5:10).
Naaman was angry because elisha 

did not see him “face to face.” But 
his servants told him he had better 

listen. Naaman dipped himself in 
the Jordan and was miraculously 
healed. Being humbled, Naaman 
tried to give gifts to elisha to make 
up for his bad attitude. elisha told 
him to “go in peace.”

however, Gehazi, elisha’s ser-
vant, couldn’t believe elisha would 
not accept payment or compensa-
tion and schemed to profit person-
ally. he hurried after Naaman and 
made up a story to get two talents of 
silver and two sets of clothing.

When elisha asked where Gehazi 
had been, Gehazi lied, saying, “Your 
servant didn’t go anywhere.” elisha 
said to him, “Was not my spirit with 
you when the man got down from 

the chariot to meet you?... Naaman’s 
leprosy will cling to you and to your 
descendants forever. Then Gehazi 
went from elisha’s presence, and 
he was leprous, as white as snow” 
(5:26-27).

When someone sends you to a 
man of God, listen and obey! James 
1:19 says, “everyone should be 
quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry.” Naaman’s 
anger took away an immediate bless-
ing. he then had to show a contrite 
spirit of thankfulness after being 
healed. We should never lie to a 
man of God. God gives the gift of 
discernment to those who are in the 
center of his will!

E lisha had restored the shun-
namite woman’s son back to 

life in 2 Kings 4. 
Because there was 
going to be a fam-
ine in the land, el-
isha instructed her 
and her son to go 
away wherever she 
could. she listened 
to elisha and fled 
to the land of the 
Philistines for seven 
years.

Upon her return, 
she went to the king of israel and 
begged to have her property and 

land restored. The king was listening 
to elisha’s servant, Gehazi, and just 

as he was telling 
the king the story 
of how elisha 
had restored the 
life of the shun-
namite woman’s 
dead son, she ap-
peared.

Gehazi said, 
“This is the 
woman, my lord 
the king, and this 
is the son whom 

elisha restored to life.” 
The king asked the woman to tell 

him about everything (8:5).
The king assigned an official 

to her case and said to him, “Give 
back everything that belongs to her, 
including all the income from her 
land from the day she left the coun-
try until now” (8:6).

i love how this story begins and 
how it ends. This mother lost and 
regained a son, listened and obeyed 
a prophet and then received all of 
her property and belongings back. 
Wasn’t it amazing that at just the 
right moment, when Gehazi was tell-
ing the king the story of the woman, 
she appeared? our world would say 
today that this is an example of “co-

incidence or luck.” With God, there 
are no coincidences and God does 
NoT deal with “good luck.”

The God of the universe has a 
divine and sacred plan for all of us if 
we are willing to listen and obey, as 
did the shunnamite woman. don’t 
you believe that her son had become 
a witness to the miraculous dealings 
of a prophet of God? after all, el-
isha laid upon this boy eye to eye, 
face to face, limb to limb. oh, to be 
able to say about our God, “father, 
be upon me ‘eye to eye, face to face, 
limb to limb.’” listen and obey, for 
there’s no other way “to be happy in 
Jesus, but to trust and obey!”

The score was tied 5-5 in game 
four of the 2010 World series. 

in the bottom of the ninth, san 
francisco Giants shortstop Juan 
Uribe hit a fly ball deep into left 
field off the Philadelphia Phillies 
pitcher. The left fielder caught the 
ball and Uribe was out, but this al-
lowed the runner at third base time 
to score the winning run. Uribe’s 
sacrifice fly won the game.

in baseball, a sacrifice is when 
you put the needs of the team ahead 
of your own ego by intentionally 
hitting the ball to put yourself out 
while advancing other runners to be 
in a better position to score. This 
is a great picture of what it means 

to live a Christian life of sacrifice. 
God calls us to sacrifice in all areas 
of our lives.

some of the most generous Chris-
tians i’ve met are those i’ve met on 
mission trips to latin america. it 
was humbling to receive hospital-
ity and gifts from those who could 
barely afford necessities. They exem-
plified sacrifice and gave out of their 
poverty like the poor widow whom 
Jesus praised (luke 21:3-4). By giv-
ing a gift or a meal, they made a larg-
er sacrifice than the time or money i 
spent to be in their country.

“die to live.” it’s one of the para-
doxes of successful Christian living. 
it means, in order to reap long-term 

benefits, we must make short-term 
sacrifices. We know how this applies 
physically: daily sacrificing a few 
minutes for exercise will produce a 
healthier body. But 
even when we know 
the principle is true, 
our short sighted-
ness and selfishness 
often distract us 
from the long-term 
goal.

i remember strug-
gling with my call to 
full-time ministry. i 
had a successful ca-
reer and outstanding benefits. ini-
tially i wasn’t sure i was ready to sac-

rifice the security of my career path 
to God’s call. When i examined the 
absurdity of that statement, my sac-
rifice didn’t seem so large. if i could 

trust God with 
my afterlife, why 
couldn’t i trust 
him with my 
present life?

don’t be con-
cerned about 
sacrificing the 
temporal when 
the eternal is at 
stake. Jesus is 
calling you to die 

to self and live for him (luke 9:23-
24). how will you answer?

Glenda Riddle, student minister, 
First Church of Ashdown

scripture passage:
2 Kings 1:1-5:27

exPlOre the BiBle

Jan. 23, 2011

BiBle studies FOr liFe

Jan. 23, 2011
Jim Monroe, associate pastor, 

First Church of White Hall

scripture passage:
luke 9:23-62, 21:1-4; 

romans 12:1-2

Listen and obey

A lifestyle of sacrifice

Humble thyself; don’t lie

A lifestyle of meditation

Glenda Riddle, student minister, 
First Church of Ashdown

scripture passage:
2 Kings 6:1-8:29

exPlOre the BiBle

Jan. 30, 2011

BiBle studies FOr liFe

Jan. 30, 2011
Jim Monroe, associate pastor, 

First Church of White Hall

scripture passage:
Psalms 1:1-3; 119:11-16; 

Mark 1:35-39
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Union Valley, Beebe, 
gives $96,000 to Arkan-
sas Baptist Assembly.
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of 2010.
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Apple again rejects Christian 'app'
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – Apple has rejected 

an iPhone/iPad "app" that had been resubmitted 
by signers of the Manhattan Declaration, further 
frustrating Christian leaders who fear the con-
troversy signals a growing societal intolerance of 
orthodox Christianity. 

Conservative leaders are now calling the com-
pany's policy "appalling" and suggesting it reflects 
hostility toward Christian beliefs.

At issue is an iPhone/iPad software program 
containing the text of the Manhattan Declara-
tion, a 4,700-word document that includes basic 
Christian teachings and Bible verses on mar-
riage, life and religious liberty. Southern Baptist 
leaders signed the document in 2009, and more 
than 480,000 people subsequently signed it on-
line. Among its stances, the document opposes 
"gay marriage," abortion and embryonic stem 
cell research.

Apple pulled the free app from its online store 
in November, saying it "violates our developer 
guidelines by being offensive to large groups of 
people." 

About 47,000 people signed an online peti-
tion at ManhattanDeclaration.org asking Apple 
to reinstate the app.

CP giving 1.37 percent ahead of '10 pace
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – Contributions 

through the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
Cooperative Program (CP) are 1.37 percent 
ahead of the same time frame at the outset of 
2010, according to Frank Page, SBC Executive 
Committee president.

As of Dec. 31, the $47,603,914.90 received 
for CP gifts was $645,459.28 ahead of the 

$46,958,455.62 received at the same point 
a year earlier. The SBC operates on an Oct. 
1-Sept. 30 fiscal year. For the month, CP re-
ceipts of $15,612,660.99 were 13.85 percent, or 
$1,898,709.50, ahead of the $13,713,951.49 re-
ceived in December 2009.

Designated giving of $12,067,581.06 for the 
same year-to-date period is 8.81 percent, or 
$1,165,567.25, below gifts of $13,233,148.31 re-
ceived at this point last year. The $4,306,987.05 
in designated gifts received last month is 
$79,376.81 below the $4,386,363.86 received in 
December 2009, a decrease of 1.81 percent.

Poll: Many Americans reject evolution
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – A new poll shows 

that a sizable percentage of Americans don't be-
lieve in evolution, even though it is regularly 
promoted as fact in the mainstream media and 
the academic realm. 

The Gallup poll of 1,019 adults found that 40 
percent of Americans agree that "God created 
human beings pretty much in their present form 
at one time within the last 10,000 years or so" – 
a statement in direct conflict with evolutionary 
theory and one that closely mirrors a conserva-
tive interpretation of the Genesis creation ac-
count. 

Another 38 percent believe "human beings 
have developed over millions of years from less 
advanced forms of life" but that God guided the 
process, and 16 percent believe humans devel-
oped over millions of years without God playing 
a role. 

Polls consistently show that more than 40 per-
cent of Americans outright reject evolution, a 
statistic not found in most other countries. 
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