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MAYFLOWER – Multihousing 
communities present challenges and 
opportunities for church outreach 
– but for members of First Baptist 
Church, Mayflower, it is a key part 
of their mission strategy.

On Saturday, Nov. 10, the church 
used an auction and free rummage 
sale for residents of the Queens 
Manor apartment complex as a way 
to share the love of Jesus.

“This is a culmination of things 

Cowboy church reaches Western culture
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

HEBER SPRINGS – A cattle sale 
barn may be the perfect setting for 
a cowboy church, but so is a new 
building that looks like a large, red 
barn.

Mountain Top Cowboy Church 
in Heber Springs will move from 
a cattle sale barn to a new 15,000-
square-foot facility sometime after 
the first of the year. See COWBOY page 2

“It will be very simple,” said Brad 
Curtis, pastor of the church. “We just 
needed more space.”

The new church, located on 16 
acres south of Heber Springs, resem-
bles a large, rectangular red barn and 
is designed as a multipurpose build-
ing that will seat 625 people. The 
church will break ground soon on a 
rodeo arena on the same site. 

Curtis started as the church’s bi-
vocational pastor and was called to 
serve as its full-time pastor about a 

year ago. He has seen the church 
grow from more than 150 people to 
as many as 450 people during the 
past three and a half years.

He said church planters prayed 
for 50 people to show up at the first 
service, hoped for 25 and 172 people 
showed up.

“We’ve steadily grown since then,” 
Curtis said. “The Lord has really 
blessed us.”

A recent service at Mountain Top Cowboy 
Church in Heber Springs.

Ark. DR service 
huge in New York

By Caleb Yarbrough
and Matt Ramsey

DEER PARK, N.Y. – Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volun-
teers have prepared 100,000-plus meals and performed nu-
merous recovery and “mud out” operations in the aftermath 
of Superstorm Sandy.

As soon as the remnants of Hurricane Sandy hit the 
Northeastern coast, Southern Baptist Convention disaster 
relief volunteers went into action as some of the first re-
sponders to devastated areas of New Jersey and New York.

While the names American Red Cross and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) are more recognizable to 
many, Southern Baptist disaster relief is often the backbone 
of those organizations’ relief efforts.  

The road to recovery will take time, as close to 50,000 
homes and businesses were still without power in the Long 
Island area as of press time. Disaster relief volunteers have 
been working up to 12 hours a day in order to speed up the 
recovery process. 

Sharing Jesus in multihousing

See RELIEF page 6
Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers prepare meals for victims of Superstorm Sandy in Deer Park, N.Y. View a photo 
gallery at www.arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

See HOUSING page 7

Soon to complete new building

that really began with GPS – God’s 
Plan for Sharing – and the Across 
Arkansas movement,” said David 
Fox, pastor of First Baptist for the 
past two years. 

Upon entering the apartment 
community, a visitor was met with 
the sounds of children laughing and 
an auctioneer in the distance. People 
milled around cars in the parking 
lot. Some were seen carrying toys, 
appliances and furniture. Two resi-
dents carried a large bedroom mat-
tress up a flight of stairs.

Several “bounce houses” were set 

up for children, as were several tables 
of clothing and other items, behind 
a large row of apartment buildings. 

“It’s turned out to be a pretty 
good day,” said Fox, smiling and 
adding, “The ultimate objective is, 
of course, to see the residents of 
Queens Manor saved and in heaven. 
… This is just a way to love them, 
show them the love of Christ.”

Fox said planning for outreach in 
the complex began this past spring 
when members of the church prayer Winners of ABN giveaways 

announced. See page 2.
Winners of ABN giveaways 

100,000-plus meals
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Students equipped to live on mission
SHERWOOD – Intentionally in-
fluencing others with the gospel 
was the purpose as more than 70 
Baptist collegiate students and lead-
ers gathered together at the BeOne 
Discovery Weekend, Nov. 9-10 at 
Baring Cross Baptist Church, Sher-
wood.

“BeOne fits in with our purpose 
statement,” said Lynn Loyd, campus 
minister of the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) at the University 
of Arkansas at Fayetteville and mis-
sions consultant for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC). 

“Our purpose statement for 
the collegiate ministry team is ‘to 
challenge collegians to exalt God 
through growing in Christ, con-
necting to His Church, and serv-
ing His World.’ And so, ultimately, 
we want to challenge collegians to 
‘BeOne’ with God,” said Loyd.

The BeOne event was geared to-
ward helping students discover how 
to be more missional in their every-
day lives.

“We are not all called to be mis-
sionaries, but we are all called to 
be on mission,” Loyd said, adding, 
“This theme was the thrust of this 

BeOne Discovery Weekend

whole weekend.”
Melody Harper of the Interna-

tional Mission Board spoke with 
students during the two-day event, 
which was sponsored by the ABSC 
collegiate ministry team.

“It was encouraging to hear from 
Melody (Harper) and the other 
missionaries that were there,” said 
Amanda Layer, a student at Ar-
kansas State University. “I enjoyed 
being able to hear their stories so 
that we (students) can know what 
our next step might be if we’re in-
terested in missions.”

Ryan Scantling, a student at Ar-
kansas Tech University, said BeOne 
was beneficial.

“I thoroughly enjoyed sharing 
with other college students and 
being able to interact with others 
involved in BCM,” Scantling said. 
“It was also encouraging to hear di-
rectly from Lynn (Lloyd) about his 
goals and visions.”

Layer added, “I really enjoyed 
getting to share ideas with others 
(students) and hearing about what 
they are doing on their campus and 
to be able to share that information 
to be encouraging to one another.”

More than 70 Baptist collegiate students and 
leaders participated in the BeOne Discovery 
Weekend, Nov. 9-10 at Baring Cross Baptist 
Church, Sherwood. Chris Larmoyeux (right), 
campus minister at University  of Central 
Arkansas speaks to participants. Photos by 
James Taylor

continued from page one

COWBOY

The church now meets on Sunday 
mornings at the Cleburne County 
Sale Barn in Heber Springs. The 
morning opens with a fellowship time 
at 8 a.m. and the worship service at 9 
a.m. A midweek service is held at the 
Little Red River Baptist Association 
office in Heber Springs. 

The church’s focus is directed to-
ward those in the Western culture, 
and the ser-
vices feature 
gospel and 
b l u e g r a s s 
music.

“ N o t                
e v e r y o n e 
wears boots 
and jeans, 
but if that’s 
what you’re 
comfortable 
wearing, we 
want you to 
wear that,” 
Curtis said. 

The church attracts visitors and 
members from about five counties 
in north central Arkansas. Curtis 
said he could draw an 80-mile circle 
around the sale barn to show where 
people come from each week. The 
church includes rodeo cowboys and 
working cowboys, but mostly mem-
bers are rural or working-class indi-
viduals.

The makeup of the church is di-
verse, with lots of children and senior 
adults as well. Curtis said the church 

especially has reached out to adult 
men and probably has baptized more 
adult men than anyone else.

“I’m very evangelistic, probably 
more an evangelist than a pastor,” 
Curtis said.

He said he believes Mountain Top 
Cowboy Church is growing “first and 
foremost because the Lord is in it.” 

“That’s been evident from the very 
beginning,” he said.

The church has many visitors each 
week, and Curtis said he believes 
word-of-mouth is another reason for 
church growth.

“Ever y -
one is ex-
cited about 
our church 
and so ev-
eryone is 
i n v i t i n g 
people. At 
first, a lot 
came out 
of curiosity, 
and now 
we just have 
people who 
are seeking 
the Lord 

and a church home. It’s not for ev-
eryone, but a lot of people are com-
fortable here.”

Curtis predicts that if the growth 
continues, the church will have more 
than 700 people in the next few 
years.

“We’re very blessed and very 
thankful that the Lord is providing 
everything we need to further the 
kingdom of God,” Curtis said.

Lynn Kutter is the at-large correspon-
dent for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Pastors, missionary 
giveaway winners
ONE MISSIONARY and four 
pastors were among the winners 
of the drawings held by the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) during the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) Annual Meeting. 

Attendees who stopped by the 
ABN both were given the oppor-
tunity to sign up for a free three-
month subscription to the ABN 
Now – the ABN’s digital edition. 
Winners were randomly selected 
from sign-up cards.  

Gary Mitchell, pastor of Har-
lan Park Baptist Church, Con-
way, is the grand prize 
winner of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) iPad 
giveaway. 

“I’m thrilled to have 
won an iPad and will put 
it to good use,” Mitchell 
said.

Mitchell has been the 
pastor of Harlan Park 
Baptist Church since 
2006 and is a representa-
tive from Faulkner Bap-
tist Association on the 
ABSC Executive Board. 

Prior to Harlan Park, Mitchell 
was the pastor of Cord Baptist 
Church, Cord, for 10 years, and 
before that, as Cord Baptist’s as-
sociate pastor and youth minister 

for about four 
years. 

Rusty Bird, 
pastor of 
First Baptist 
Church, 
Monette, 
is the win-
ner of the 
“LifeWay 
Software: Holman 
Study Bundle.” 

The ABN also selected five 
people to receive the “Charles 
Spurgeon Anthology” for iPad, 

which includes more 
than 100 books, ar-
ticles and images. 

Those winners are 
Patti Higgs, First Bap-
tist Church, Hazen; 
Carl Weatherford, 
Ridgewood Baptist 
Church, Forest City; 
Ron West, First Bap-
tist Church, Boon-
eville; Ashley Eason, 
Angels Way Baptist 
Church, Marion; and 

Michael Treat, Central Baptist 
Church, Conway.

“It was great visiting with ev-
eryone who stopped by our booth 
in the exhibit area,” said Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor. 

Mitchell

Sale Barn in Heber Springs. The 
morning opens with a fellowship time 
at 8 a.m. and the worship service at 9 
a.m. A midweek service is held at the 
Little Red River Baptist Association 
office in Heber Springs. 

The church’s focus is directed to-
ward those in the Western culture, 
and the ser-
vices feature 
gospel and 
b l u e g r a s s 
music.

“ N o t                
e v e r y o n e 

Software: Holman 
Study Bundle.” 

 also selected five 

giveaway winners
for about four 

people to receive the “Charles 

giveaway winners
morning opens with a fellowship time 

giveaway winners

“Not everyone wears 
boots and jeans, but if 
that’s what you’re com-
fortable wearing, we 
want you to wear that.”

Brad Curtis
Pastor, Mountain Top Cowboy Church
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Stories of interest to Arkansas Baptists 

Tyndale gets court win
against abortion law
WASHINGTON (BP) – A fed-
eral court has handed a leading 
Bible publisher a major victory 
over the Obama administra-
tion’s abortion/contraceptive 
mandate, preventing its enforce-
ment against the publisher and 
ruling the company is likely to 
succeed as the case proceeds.

Hobby Lobby loses 
abortion drug fight
OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) – A 
federal judge has ruled that 
Hobby Lobby and Mardel stores 
must cover abortion-causing 
drugs for their employees as re-
quired by the Obama adminis-
tration because the companies 
– despite having faith as a central 
element of their operations – are 
not religious enough to warrant a 
court intervention.

IMB appoints 84 new 
missionaries Nov. 15
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (BP) – A 
deer meat processor and a doc-
tor. A nanny and a nurse. A sol-
dier and a statistician. These are 
just a few of the jobs previously 
held by 84 men and women ap-
pointed by International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) trustees Nov. 
15 at Second Baptist Church in 
Springfield, Mo. From as far away 
as Thailand and as near as the 
hills of Tennessee, the appoin-
tees shared testimonies of being 
called by God to a journey – a 
journey to be the heart, hands 
and voice of Jesus to the nations.

January Bible Study
focus on  ‘Passion Week’
NASHVILLE (BP) – The focus 
of the 2013 January Bible Study 
(JBS) from LifeWay Christian 
Resources centers on what is 
known as Passion Week – the 
final days Jesus Christ spent 
on earth. “Every year more and 
more churches discover January 
Bible Study as a great way to 
start the year, bringing the en-
tire church together around one 
biblical topic,” said Dwayne Mc-
Crary, LifeWay’s team leader for 
JBS. McCrary pointed out that 
in spite of the name, churches 
use JBS throughout the year in 
a variety of Bible study contexts. 
The 2013 study is titled “Great-
est Week in History: Luke’s Ac-
count of the Passion Week.”

Bapt. Health opens counseling center
LITTLE ROCK – A new Christian-
based counseling center will open 
Dec. 3 in Little Rock for residents 
of central Arkansas.

“Odds are that you or someone 
you know has sought or will seek 
help from a professional counselor 
at some point. But if you’ve ever 
tried to find a Christian counselor, 
the choices can be limited,” accord-
ing a press release from Robyn L. 
Edwards, a spokesperson for Bap-
tist Health.

The Baptist Health Counseling 
Center (BHCC) is a joint partner-
ship between Baptist Health Pas-
toral Care and Behavioral Health, 
said Edwards. The center will pro-
vide individual, family and group 
counseling on an outpatient basis 
from the Baptist Medical Southwest 
Campus at 11401 Interstate 30, Lit-
tle Rock.

Edwards said the center will be 
staffed by Dr. Charles Chamblee, a 

Foundation funds near $200M
LITTLE ROCK – Assets under 
management by the Arkansas Bap-
tist Foundation are nearing $200 
million, the Foundation board of 
trustees were told Nov. 8 at its final 
meeting for 2012.

“At the end of October, assets 
were approximately $196 million,” 
said David Moore, Foundation 
president. “It will be interesting to 
see if we top that $200 million mile-
stone in 2012. This will depend on 
the markets and on year-end gifts.”

Larry Brown of Hot Springs 
shared a devotional about his son, 
Adam, a Navy Seal who was killed 
in action in 2010. A former drug 
addict, Adam became a fearless 
soldier and unashamed believer 
in Jesus Christ. Adam’s testimony 
resulted in the salvation of oth-
ers, said Brown. Board members 
received a copy of Adam’s story, 
“Fearless,” as a Christmas gift from 
the Foundation.

The board meeting focused on a 
new performance view, which high-
lighted mission-driven performance 
of the Foundation’s Spending Plan 
Fund (SPF), said Moore.

Bobby Thomas, institutional 
consultant for Merrill Lynch, led 

the board through an explanation 
of the new Spending Plan Fund 
format. 

“The Foundation’s mission is to 
pay out as much as possible from 
endowments in the SPF while also 
maintaining the purchasing power 
of the principal,” said Moore, add-
ing, “Until the downturn in the 
fourth quarter of 2008, SPF had ac-
complished that mission.”

Moore said after the downturn, 
the principal fell some and has 
now recovered almost to its desired 
goal. 

“At the same time, when the 
economy was weak, the report 
showed that the Foundation was 
paying out the highest percentages 
ever, which assisted numerous min-
istry beneficiaries in surviving the 
downturn,” he said.

Summarizing his report to the 
board, Moore said, “The Founda-
tion works with so many ministries 
that are struggling, and yet God 
seems to keep helping us. I find my-
self somewhere between humbled 
and embarrassed at just how much 
the Lord has blessed us.”

In other business, the Founda-
tion elected three attorneys as the 

board officers for 2013: Tom Staley 
of Park Hill Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock, was named chairman; 
Jay Shell of West Baptist Church, 
Batesville, was named vice chair-
man, and Thomas Vaughan of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, was named secretary.  

A 2013 operating budget of 
$965,000 was approved, and Thom-
as & Thomas LLP, CPAs were hired 
to perform the 2012 audit. Includ-
ed in the 2013 budget is a new com-
munications position. According to 
Moore, this will probably begin as 
a part-time position with a skilled 
person in print, video and social 
marketing.

The board heard an update on 
the Foundation’s relationship with 
PhilanthroCorp. The staff is cur-
rently scheduling the teaching of a 
PhilanthroCorp book, “Stewarding 
Your Stuff,” in a number of church-
es. 

Lynn Worthen, a retired pastor 
of First Baptist Church, El Dorado, 
and current interim pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, was rec-
ognized as an outgoing board mem-
ber. Worthen is completing his sec-
ond six-year term on the board.

professionally licensed and accred-
ited counselor, who will utilize “a 
faith-based framework consistent 
with the Baptist Health mission 
and values.” 

Chamblee, who has a master’s 
degree from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a doctor-
ate from Samford University, has 
had more than 20 years of training 
and experience in ministry to oth-
ers. 

“Along with counseling, Cham-
blee will be available for in-service 
education, group crisis interven-
tions, emotional first aid, group 
therapy and support groups,” Ed-
wards said in the release.

BHCC’s list of services includes 
personal counseling, marriage, 
family and relationship counseling, 
critical incident debriefing/group 
crisis intervention, conflict man-
agement/resolution, assessment 
and referral, work and career issues 

productivity, supervisor or peer con-
flict, coaching, time management, 
change management, grief/bereave-
ment counseling, addictions/sub-
stance abuse, stress management, 
basic life skills, communication, 
financial counseling and spiritual 
direction.

“For many clients, talking about 
their belief in Christ is necessary for 
describing who they are, how they 
see their problems and what type 
of support system exists in their 
lives,” said Stan Wilson, director 
of pastoral care, adding, “Christian 
counseling builds on the resources 
of the faith community and offers 
an extra dynamic of help for those 
who need assistance.” 

“People of all faiths are welcome 
at the center and will be treated 
with respect, empathy and compas-
sion regardless of age, race, sex, re-
ligion, ethnicity or socioeconomic 
status,” said Edwards.

New Arkansas ministers recognized
New Arkansas ministers recognized at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Annual Meeting Oct. 30 in Cabot are as follows, not 
listed in order: Allen Chance, pastor of Altus First Baptist Church, 
Ash Flat; Marty Black, associational missionary for Clear Creek 
Baptist Association; Charles Simmons, pastor of new church 
plant, The ROK Church, Conway; Mark Bailey, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Diamond City; Trevor Cooper, pastor of Palestine 
Baptist Church, Greenwood; Kerry Woolfolk, pastor of The Lord is 
My Shepherd, North Little Rock; Adam Graham, youth pastor at 
First Baptist Church, Augusta; Buddy Leamons, pastor of Harvey’s 
Chapel Baptist Church, Hot Springs; Josh Goza, children’s minister 
at Highland Drive Baptist Church, Jonesboro, and Henry Andrews, 
minister of music at First Baptist Church, Piggott.
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I am a big fan of classic movies. 
Westerns. Dramas. Adventures. 

Comedies. I like  ’em all.
Recently, I watched “The Grapes 

of Wrath” starring Henry Fonda, 
which is based on the Pulizter Prize 
winning novel by John Steinbeck.

As with the book, the movie 
depicts a time in 
America when 
people were hard 
hit by tough eco-
nomic times of the 
Great Depression.

Filmed in 1940, 
the movie tells the 
story of the Joads, 
an Oklahoma fam-
ily which lost their farm during the 
Great Depression in the 1930s. The 
motion picture details the family’s 
difficult journey across the United 
States as they travel to California in 
search of work and opportunities 
for the family members.

There was a time in our country’s 
very recent past that we said things 
like, “General Motors is too big 
to fail,” and, “Invest in the stock 
market; it’s the best place to make 
money.”

Well, the past several years have 
pretty much blown those assump-
tions – and many more like them – 
out of the water, haven’t they?

We live in a time of real uncer-
tainty, and the uncertainty is im-
pacting the ministry of the church.

There is a belief today that we 
may not leave our country to our 
children in better shape than we 
found it. What’s more, unless 
something changes very quickly and 
aggressively, we are going to leave 
our children and their children in 
tremendous financial debt and pos-
sibly financial bondage and ruin.

The Bible makes numerous refer-
ences to the grapes of wrath, such 
as in Isaiah 63:2-3, Joel 3:12-13  and 
Revelation 14:17-20.

In these references, grapes rep-
resent people or nations being de-
stroyed or judged by God because of 
their wickedness. 

In the Revelation passage there 
will be a final harvest of “grapes,” or 
the wicked. 

In a different time, the author of 
the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
saw coming bloodiness and deaths 
of the U.S. Civil War as a precursor 
to the Lord, when Jesus will return 
and judge all the peoples and na-

Our ‘Grapes of Wrath’?
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PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

Cartoon by Gary Thomas   

tions of the earth.
Are we living in the days of grapes 

of wrath?
Only time will tell, but while 

our nation and world seem to be 
experiencing so much upheaval, it 
is our responsibility as followers of 
Christ to be ready for every possible 

circumstance.
That cir-

cumstance 
includes guard-
ing ourselves 
against evil in 
our midst, and 
combating it 
through our 
own sphere of 

influence and possibly even dying 
for what we believe.

The days may be evil, but follow-
ers of Jesus are charged with being 
a light in darkness in spite of their 
circumstances. I believe the Apostle 
Paul said it best writing from prison 
in Philippians 1:21: “For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News.

Is Jesus awakening the Muslim world?
By Tom Doyle with Greg Webster, Thomas Nelson, 2012

T om Doyle is an e3Partners 
missionary to the Middle 

East and Central Asia where he 
has encountered many Muslims 
who have experienced dreams 
and visions of Jesus. Stories of 
Muslims who have come to faith 
in Jesus in this 
book come 
from Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Iran, 
Syria, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Is-
rael, Gaza and 
the West Bank. 
All the people whose stories are 
shared are either known person-
ally by Doyle or by his family’s 
close friends in the area. He says 
Muslims in literally dozens of 
countries and in countless Mus-
lim cultures are experiencing this 
phenomenon of people having 
dreams and visions of Jesus.  

Dreams and visions are not un-
usual experiences in Islam, and 
so when Muslims have dreams of 

Jesus, they believe it to be purpose-
ful and meaningful. 

Even at great risk, they usually 
seek out someone they think might 
be a believer to help them find the 
meaning of the experience. Their 
description of their dream 

or vision 
includes 
a feeling 
of being 
greatly 
loved. 

When 
a Muslim 
wants 

to become a Christian, he 
is usually asked a question 
that most of us never even 
consider – Are you willing 
to die for Jesus? It is a seri-
ous question they need to 
think about, and they an-
swer affirmatively without 
hesitation.  

Before ending the book, Doyle 
challenges us to put away our fear 
of Muslims and let God help us 

reach out to them. He presents 
some ideas about how we can do 
that.

It is Doyle’s hope that this 
book will be encouraging to many 
Christians who are praying for 

Muslims but 
have no way 
of know-
ing how 
wonder-
fully God 
is answer-
ing their 
prayers. It 
is also his 
hope and 
prayer that 
Muslims 
will pick up 
this book 
and see how 
many other 
Muslims are 

learning the truth about Jesus 
and coming to Him.

LaVeta Sergeant is a member of 
First Baptist Church, Fayetteville. 

BOOK REVIEW
LaVeta Sergeant

 First Baptist Church
Fayetteville
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I n Mark 6:30, we find a small statement that contains 
a powerful truth. The verse relates an event that oc-

curred after Jesus sent out His followers in pairs to go 
preach and share the gospel. Verse 30 (NIV) tells us that 
when they returned “the apostles gathered around Jesus 
and reported to him all they had done and taught.” 

In other words, they had a 
testimony service where they 
reported the results of their ef-
forts to share Jesus. I am certain 
they told about the people who 
were saved and the lives changed 
as folks repented and responded 
to the Messiah. Jesus took the 
time to listen and affirm their 
testimonies with His attention 
and presence. 

We follow this example today. Reporting what was 
“done and taught” is the essence of what happened at 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Annual Meet-
ing. We saw and heard testimonies of how churches are 
going and sharing Jesus. It was truly an incredible week 
to hear what God is doing all over Arkansas. It even 
further amazes us to hear how God is using Arkansans 
to reach the world. Words are inadequate to express my 
gratitude for the privilege of presiding over this year’s 

testimony service. It was truly a blessing. 
Reporting testimonies of changed lives is important 

for several reasons. It affirms the power of the message 
we preach – Jesus really does save! Celebrating the vic-
tories of the gospel builds the faith of those who share. 
We are strengthened in our resolve to share because of 

its power. It also encourages others to 
share because they want to take part in 
the victories of the gospel as well. 

Perhaps the most important reason 
is not the why of our reports but the 
Who. Mark says they reported to Jesus. 
We all know why they rushed back to 
tell Jesus. He taught them how to do 
it. He gave them the privilege to share 
the good news. It was His power that 
was demonstrated. They could not wait 

to tell Jesus because they loved and worshipped Him. 
When we report what Jesus is doing, it draws us closer 
to Him. That is why this year’s convention was wonder-
ful – everyone gathered around Jesus to report to Him 
what “they had done and taught” in His power and for 
His glory. Thank you, Arkansas Baptists, for gathering 
around Jesus this year.     

Greg Addison is president of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and pastor of First Baptist Church, Cabot.

Baptists Ask
Is December 25 really  
Jesus’ actual birthday?

A ccording to the Gospel of 
Luke, Jesus’ miraculous 

and humble birth took place 
during a census issued by Cae-
sar Augustus. At His birth, 
Mary placed Jesus in a manger, 
and a group of shepherds vis-
ited Him. As detailed as his ac-
count is, Luke never mentioned 
the time of year it happened.

During 
the days of 
the early 
church, fes-
tivals were 
common 
in Decem-
ber. The 
Romans 
celebrated 
the festival 
of Saturnalia. This weeklong 
celebration began on Dec. 17 
and culminated with the winter 
solstice on Dec. 25. Other cul-
tures had similar festivals. The 
Germanic and Scandinavian 
peoples celebrated Yule, and 
the Celtic peoples observed 
midwinter. These festivals 
brought pleasure during the 
darkest time of the year, for the 
people rejoiced that sunlight 
was slowly returning.

After Christianity became 
the official religion in Europe, 
the Church sought to remove 
or override pagan celebrations. 
One way it did this was to 
retain the dates of the pagan 
festivals but do what was pos-
sible to “Christianize” them. 
Thus, these midwinter celebra-
tions were transformed into 
the Advent of Christ’s birth, 
culminating on Dec. 25.  Even 
when the Gregorian calendar 
was adopted, Dec. 25 remained 
Christmas Day.

Although most people com-
memorate Jesus’ birth on Dec. 
25, some observe it on a dif-
ferent date. Eastern European 
Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth 
on Jan. 6, while in Armenia, 
Jan. 19 is Christmas Day. 

When the early church chose 
Dec. 25, it not only superceded 
the pagan observance of the 
winter solstice, it pointed the 
way for all peoples to see the 
new life in Christ, which is 
greater than any earthly celebra-
tion. Even today, Christmas 
should point people to the 
Lord. No one may know the 
time of year that Jesus was 
born, but no one should doubt 
His birth, His significance and 
the reason for celebration. 

Ken Gore is chair of the Wil-
liams Baptist College department 
of Christian studies. Send questions 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gore

President’s
PersPective

Greg Addison

.

‘Christ-like’ marketing, part 3
L ooking through the religion section of any local 

newspaper, one will quickly discover many bland, 
non-effective, money-wasting ads.  Statements like, 
“First-class student ministry,” or, “Relevant messag-
es,” mean little to nothing to the average reader. 

Jesus Christ took a different kind of approach 
to marketing; and His strategy changed the world. 
While on this earth, His strategy was focused, pur-
poseful, intentional and honest – and it still is. 

Following are six profound and timeless communi-
cation tactics utilized by Jesus in His communication 
strategy: 1) Jesus communicated to the masses; 2) 
Jesus communicated a clear and simple message; 3) 
Jesus knew His audience and communicated in their 
language; 4) Jesus met people at their points of need; 
5) Jesus offered benefits – He 
did not promote programs, 
and 6) Jesus did not compro-
mise the truth. 

My first two columns on this 
topic examined the first four. 
Today we’ll examine the last 
two.

Jesus offered benefits – He 
did not promote programs. 
When Jesus was calling out the 12, imagine Him 
saying, “Sirs, I’d like to invite you to try our newly 
formed Christian apprentice program. We seek to 
provide hands-on experience, one-on-one instruction, 
as well as quality group training sessions.” 

Jesus gave a directive and offered a benefit: “Fol-
low Me, and I will make you become fishers of men” 
(Mark 1:17). The directive was to follow Him. The 
promised benefit was that they would “become fish-
ers of men.” It is likely that the disciples understood 
very little about the concept of being fishers of men. 
However, they understood well what fishing was and 
that they wanted the success Jesus promised. They 
recognized a unique leadership ability in Jesus, so 
they followed. 

A car commercial that says simply, “We have great 
cars of all colors,” wouldn’t motivate very many 
people. The product or service must be connected to 
an existing need. 

“The Beatitudes,” a section of what is arguably 
Jesus’ most notable sermon, is built upon the ben-
efits of righteous living. Matthew 5:3, 5-6 highlights 
benefits. Most people do not care about church 

programs or functions. They are only interested in 
whether or not the church can offer solutions for 
their needs. Rather than inviting single adults to join 
the single’s group so the church can reach the latest 
enrollment goal, the church should offer a safe, re-
lational gathering place for spiritual encouragement 
and growth. The same benefits Jesus offered to peo-
ple are the benefits He has entrusted to the Church 
to offer to the world in His name.

Jesus did not compromise the truth. In an effort 
to attract people and to make church more palat-
able for the masses, some churches have substituted 
the rich truth of God for a lighter flavor. It is done 
in an effort to be more inclusive. Inclusiveness is a 
value based on the appreciation of freedom. But true 

freedom is only found in truth. Jesus 
said, “The truth will set you free” (John 
8:32). Our communications must al-
ways invite people to step toward truth 
without compromise.

Jesus’ message was truly for the 
masses. He expressed a desire and a 
willingness to have relationships with 
all people from all walks of life. But 
in doing so, Jesus never compromised 

the truth. Jesus confronted the piety and character 
of the Pharisees and their attitude toward sinners. 
And overturning the merchants’ tables in the temple 
courts was certainly not a politically correct activity.

Certainly, Christians should be loving, gracious, 
kind, inclusive and tolerant of all people. Yet, the 
truth of God should never be compromised or trivial-
ized through marketing. People need to understand 
that, without God, they have no hope, and that Jesus 
is their only hope because He is the very essence of 
what is true – He is the Truth. Marketing should be 
consistent with the character of God.

For some reason, it has become trendy to criticize 
tools that maximize the effectiveness of our outreach. 
If the Bible teaches us to shout it from the rooftops 
(Matt. 10:27), would God not be equally honored 
if it was shouted from the mailbox, TV, Facebook, 
Twitter and door knobs? Bad marketing is never ap-
propriate – but Christ-like marketing can be a great 
help in reaching more for the gospel’s sake.

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelist, author and cross-
cultural communication strategist serving as president of 
TCWM, based in Mountainburg.

Answering
the cAll

Eric Ramsey

Gathering around Jesus
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Join us in giving children a 
chance to SOAR!

Soaring Wings Christian Home and Ranch is hiring for the positions of 
Assistant Director and Houseparents.  If you feel God leading you to help 
care for children who have been victims of unfortunate circumstances, 
please prayerfully consider applying for one of these positions.   
Applicants for the Assistant Director position must have a college 
degree, management experience, and experience in working with 
children or teenagers in some fashion.  Applicants for the houseparent 
positions must be a Christian couple, married for at least 5 years, be 
active in a local church, have high school diplomas, and have no more 
than two school-age children living at home. 

For more detailed job descriptions, please 
visit our website at www.swranch.org.  
Resumes may be emailed to Andrew@
soaringwingsranch.com, or mailed to PO 
Box 1670, Conway, AR  72033.

continued from page one

RELIEF

Southern Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers have prepared practically 
every hot meal distributed by the 
Red Cross in the aftermath of Sandy 
– which is accomplished through a 
unique partnership with the Red 
Cross.

At Deer Park, a community lo-
cated on New York’s Long Island, di-
saster relief volunteers set up feeding 
units to cook and prepare hot meals 
for the Red Cross to deliver, recovery 
teams to cut and clear damaged or 
fallen trees and mud out teams to 
gut and clean out homes affected by 
floodwaters and sewage that escaped 
from sewers during the storm.

Along with disaster relief volun-
teers from across the United States, 
Arkansas volunteers have been rotat-
ing volunteers to and from the Em-
pire State since Sandy hit the coast-
line. 

From Nov. 8-18, nearly 70 Arkan-
sans helped to prepare more than 
89,000 meals and completed 19 re-
coveries and three mud outs. More 
than 25 evangelistic contacts were 
made through the relief efforts. Prior 
to the week, another Arkansas team 
prepared an additional 20,000 meals, 
which places the total meal count at 
well over 100,000 as of press time. 

Baptist Press reported Nov. 19 
that Southern Baptist disaster relief 
volunteers from all states deployed 
after Sandy had prepared more than 
1.2 million meals in New York, New 

Jersey and, earlier, in West Virginia.
A number of Arkansas volunteers 

worked from the large parking lot 
of a local park in Deer Park. Volun-
teers from Arkansas and New York 
set up mobile kitchens, each capable 
of producing thousands of meals per 
day. Additional teams from the Mis-
sissippi and Kansas/Nebraska state 
conventions staffed the two kitchens 
and prepared varying numbers of 
meals each day based on the needs 
of the Red Cross. 

The process of preparing and 
packaging thousands of meals each 
day requires both cooperation and 
flexibility. Some volunteers cooked 
using various industrial grade convec-
tion ovens or tilt skillets, others drove 
forklifts full of food from large refrig-
erated trailers to and from the kitch-
ens and others used pressure washers 
to clean and sanitize cambros (large 
insulated plastic coolers used to hold 
meals during transit) and cooking 
pans before and after each use.

Oftentimes, feeding units both 
prepare and distribute food from the 
same location. In other cases, the 
food is prepared at one site and sent 
out to people in remote locations. 

The hard work has paid off as New 
Yorkers have recognized the efforts of 
Southern Baptists. In fact, one group 
of volunteers was treated to lunch in 
thanks for their efforts with the re-
covery. In addition, several churches 
in the New York area have offered to 
let volunteers use and stay in their 
facilities. One of those churches is 
Living Faith Christian Church in 
Farmingdale, N.Y. 

“We are grateful for Arkansas 

Baptists to come and help with the 
recovery efforts, and we are glad we 
could do our part and partner with 
them and provide a place to stay,” 
said Ed Kirkland, senior pastor of 
the church. 

“Everywhere you go, you hear peo-
ple say, ‘Thank You,’ and give you a 
pat on the back or buy you a cup of 
coffee. They are really appreciative, 
and it is unlike New Yorkers to act 
like that,” said Bob Roberts, who was 
serving as logistics coordinator for 
the Arkansas Baptist disaster relief 
teams on site at the time.

“The devastation is pretty bad, but 
we are here to help them rebuild and 
give them hope,” Roberts said. “They 
can’t believe that people would come 
up here to work in the cold and sleep 
on a cot just to help them.”

The feeding units working in Deer 
Park prepared and packaged the food 
with little opportunity to interact 
with those whom they were serving, 
which can be challenging for volun-
teers serving.

Ray Oswalt, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Forrest City, who 
served as the “blue hat” in charge 
of the feeding units, encouraged the 
group by telling them that God has a 
purpose for every effort done in His 
name.

“It is our responsibility to plant 
seeds, yet we don’t always know how 
God is going to use our seeds,” said 
Oswalt. “They may be being used 
to start a process that God has oth-
ers picked out to come along and 
finish. We may be called to simply 
plant, and others may be called to 
water and harvest what God began 
with us.”

Conversely, recovery and mud out 
volunteers interacted with victims of 
Sandy face-to-face as they worked at 
local residents’ homes.

The Arkansas recovery team led by 
Jimmy Blackford, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Marion, had the op-
portunity to speak with numerous 
victims of Sandy before and after 
they removed damaged and fallen 
trees from the residents’ properties.

One woman who had a damaged 
tree removed from her backyard by 
the recovery team was Haitian immi-
grant Marie Carmel Houanche. She 
recently retired from the U.S. Army 
after 20 years.

The house where Houanche and 
her son, Hervé, live was completely 
flooded and rendered uninhabitable 
by Sandy. The house was still without 
electricity and gas and would be until 
it was considered safe. She and her 

son have been staying with friends, 
but return during the day to keep 
looters away.

Houanche, who fled Haiti with 
her family as a child under political 
unrest, returned to her native coun-
try for the first time to aid victims 
of the devastating earthquake of 
2010. While volunteering in Haiti, 
Houanche founded two orphanages, 
which today house more than 500 
children.

“I am used to helping people,” 
said Houanche, “not being the one 
receiving help from others.”

After removing a damaged tree 
from her backyard, members of the 
recovery team prayed with Houanche 
and her son before leaving. With tear-
filled eyes, she hugged each volunteer 
and told them how much she appre-
ciated what they were doing.

“Everything I do is faith-based, 
and it is great to see people giving 
up their time and traveling so far to 
help others in the name of the God,” 
Houanche exclaimed.

Robert Chambers, a disaster re-
lief veteran from Monette, had the 
opportunity to assist Gordon Herb, 
a chaplain from Kansas, in leading 
someone to Christ.

“I had the opportunity to talk to 
a lady named Sharon who had lost 
everything,” said Chambers. “She 
had to swim out of her house just to 
survive the rising floodwaters. Even 
though she lost everything, she was 
still thankful for her life.” 

Chambers explained how this al-
lowed them to share with her that 
her life had a purpose and a plan. 

“She put her trust in the Lord in 
that very moment. We met her physi-
cal needs, and this allowed an open 
door to talk with her about her spiri-
tual needs,” Chambers said.

Joe Burt, associational missionary 
for the Red River Baptist Association, 
recently took over the responsibilities 
of disaster relief logistics coordinator 
and said he hopes to continue the 
work Roberts started.

“The teams have done a great job 
so far, and I hope we can keep the 
momentum going,” he said.

Editor’s Note: Caleb Yarbrough, 
media specialist for the Arkansas Baptist 
News, worked alongside Arkansas Baptist 
volunteers serving in New York in the af-
termath of Hurricane Sandy. He blogged 
about his experiences as the team helped 
those in need at www.arkansasbaptist.
org/ABN-blog. Matt Ramsey is director 
of information and communications with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
executive support team.

son have been staying with friends, 

Marie Carmel Houanche and her son, Hervé (right), were one of the 
families Arkansas Baptist disaster relief volunteers helped. Arkansas 
disaster relief volunteers pray with the Houanches (above).
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walked the area.
“Three people (from our church) – Jim McDan-

iel, Dave Trezise, who is the auctioneer (today), 
and Geri Trezise – (are leading it). They developed 
a burden to reach out. This is the culmination of 
those things.”

Activities included providing 36 backpacks 
filled with school supplies to Queens Manor chil-
dren before the start of the school year, said Fox. 

About 400–500 residents live in Queens 
Manor, said Fox.

“The people that live here rent by the week. 
… It’s definitely low income,” said Fox. “There 
are folks here with great needs, not only material 
needs, but physically and spiritually. That’s one 
of the things that we are trying to do, … meet 
needs.”

Fox said Scott Martin, a North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) missionary and multihousing 
missions ministry consultant with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, was “huge” in assisting 
the church in planning outreach.

“Scott was very instrumental in giving us ideas 
and thoughts,” said Fox.

Martin, who resides in a Maumelle apartment 
complex, said his role is to be a catalyst in helping 
encourage churches in Arkansas to have a passion 
for multihousing missions.

NAMB estimates 150 million people reside in 
some type of multihousing community in North 
America, such as apartments, trailer parks, assisted 
living centers and nursing homes, said Martin, 
adding that an estimated 95 percent are unreached 
with the gospel.

“Overall, there are a number of churches within 
our state involved in this type of ministry, and that 
number is growing,” said Martin. “First Baptist 
Church of Mayflower is one example of a church 
that is investing prayer, time and resources in 
meeting the needs of residents at Queens Manor 

Church fall events attract community
NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Games. 
Food. Skits. Prizes. These aren’t the 
things one might expect to see at a 
Baptist church on a typical Sunday.

But that was the scene Sunday, 
Oct. 21, at the block party hosted by 
The Church at North Hills, a new 
church plant in North Little Rock.

“We think people were surprised 
that this was happening on a Sun-
day – even churches,” said John 
Sammons, senior pastor. “We were 
not seeking the church crowd. … 
Our goal was to reach the lost and 
those that had given up on church 
because of bad experiences.”

The gospel was presented through 
songs by the church’s praise team. 
Skits and preaching were also used 
to present the gospel. In addition, 
an evangelism team was on site.

Randy Eller, Christian illusionist, 
presented the gospel. 

“The world has many illusions, 
and that is why we need God to help 
us spot them and seek the truth,” 
said Eller.

In a skit called “A Good News 
Address,” Tick Tock 3:16, a fictional 

Cherry Street, Clarksville, distributes Bibles

Apartments, in order to earn the right to share 
the gospel.”

First Baptist began work in Queens Manor with 
a block party and Bible study and has continued 
with a number of efforts – the largest of which was 
the Nov. 10 event.

“On Tuesday, we saw the first conversion here, 
… a gentleman saved,” said Fox. “So the work is be-
ginning to pay off. There are a lot of strongholds, 
oppression here, you know, addiction, … those 
kind of things.”

Geri Trezise said the burden to reach out in 
Queens Manor began with her husband, Dave.

“God laid it on his heart,” she said. “I said, ‘I 
want to be a part of that, too.’ It is such a hum-
bling experience. It keeps me grateful of how God 
has blessed me, because I know for the grace of 
God this could be me as well.”

Trezise knows, having managed an apartment 
complex prior to retirement. She sees God work-
ing as a result of the church’s efforts in the com-
plex.

“He’s helping break down those strongholds,” 
she said. “There’s just so much to overcome down 
here. We are hoping to do that and show that 
there’s a better way and there’s a God who loves 

them and they need Him.”
Trezise added, “(The) people here are like ev-

erybody else. They just want to be respected and 
just to know that somebody cares … (and) in some 
way show the light of Christ to them and let them 
know that, yes we love them, but there is Some-
one who loves them more.”

Fox, Trezise and others at the church are pray-
ing for God to open a door to establish a perma-
nent location for a Bible study and other activities 
at the complex.

“What we really want is a commons area,” said 
Fox.

“That would make an awesome clubhouse,” 
Trezise said, pointing to the storage building im-
mediately behind where the auction was being 
held. 

“That’s the hope that we can bring some sort 
of building in to have a Bible study down here,” 
said Fox.

For now, the storage building isn’t available, so 
they asked the Lord to give them a vacant apart-
ment to use – especially in bad weather.

The Bible study originally started in the com-
plex “was too aggressive and just too much to start 
with,” said Trezise. So the group began simply 
visiting Queens Manor residents and doing small 
things.

“We would just come pray for them and love 
on them,” said Fox.

The complex manager has been cooperative 
with the church and made a vacant apartment 
available on Wednesdays, where the group would 
share chocolate, cookies and other goodies.

Trezise said residents need assistance with 
things like transportation to get to the doctor and 
help with information services offered through 
the county.

But the bottom line remains the same, and it 
is what fuels Trezise’s passion to serve at Queens 
Manor.

“(It’s) to let them know that there is another 
way, there is a better way … and that is the Lord.”

Contact Tim Yarbrough at tim@arkansasbaptist.
org. 

Christian rapper portrayed by Mi-
chael Connors, the church’s director 
of equipping ministries, explained 
that “today is the day of salvation 
and tomorrow is not promised.” 

“Time is ticking away to the end 
and Jesus is coming back real soon, 
and we need to be ready,” he said.

Sammons preached to the crowd, 
saying, “You have a choice, Jesus and 
heaven or the devil and hell – pe-
riod.” 

Three people were saved, said 
Sammons. They even helped out 
a homeless woman who came to 
the block party. Sammons said the 
church provided her with clothes 
and free transportation, along with 
a week’s paid lodging at a local 
motel.

Members of the Arkansas Baptist 
Biker Association (ABBA) were on 
hand to pass out water and gospel 
tracts.

Children had a chance to play 
games, and Kay Sammons, the 
church’s children’s director, had the 

Signs of Fall
Churches across Arkansas used fall festivals and 
similar events to reach out to their communities. 
The Church at North Hills, a new church plant 
in North Little Rock, hosted a block party on 
Oct. 21 (above). Parkway Place Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, reached an estimated 1,500-2,000 
people at their fall event, which included pony 
rides (right).

David Fox (left), pastor of First Baptist Church, Mayflower, and 
Dave Trezise hold a “free’” rummage sale for the tenants of Queens 
Manor Apartments Nov. 10. The church has undertaken a number 
of outreach efforts at the complex this year. 

See FALL page 10



8   November 29, 2012ABSC

•Nov. 30-Dec. 1: A Festival of 
Christmas – Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity, Arkadelphia
•Dec. 1-31: Arkansas Baptist 
Children’s Homes Christmas Of-
fering – Statewide
•Dec. 2-9: Week of Prayer for 
International Missions/Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering – Na-
tionwide
•Dec. 8-15: Arkansas Baptist 
Builders Hurricane Isaac Repair 
– Louisiana
•Dec. 13: Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children Christmas 
Celebration – Monticello
•Dec. 15: Arkansas Baptist Boys 
Ranch Christmas Party – Harri-
son
•Dec. 17: Arkansas Baptist 
Promise House Christmas Party 
– Little Rock

For more information on events, go to 
www.absc.org, or call 800-838-2272.

ABSC
calendar

Mark your calendar

Handbell
festival
March 8-9

Hot Springs Baptist Church 
Hot Springs

CWJC, CMJC National Certification Training offered

A NUMBER of Compensation Plan-
ning Workshops are scheduled to be 
held across Arkansas in January and 
February. 

The workshops, to be led by Wil-
liam Jaques Jr., Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) leadership 
and worship team member, will cover 

the topics of salary, housing, SECA, 
W-2, retirement and tax law, as well 
as other topics. 

The workshops are designed for 
pastors, staff ministers, treasurers, 
finance and personnel committee 
members, secretaries and financial 
secretaries.

A list of dates and locations are 
listed at www.absc.org/guidestone. 
There is no cost to attend the work-
shops, but preregistration is re-
quired. 

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit www.absc.org/guidestone or 
call 800-838-2272, ext. 5160. 

Compensation Planning Workshops offered around Ark.

PARON – The Interim Ministry 
for Today’s Church conference 
will be held Feb. 26-27 at Camp 
Paron, which is located on Bap-
tist Camp Road in Paron.

For more information, con-
tact Jimmie Sheffield, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) leadership and worship 
team member, at 501.376.4791, 
ext. 5160, or to register, visit 
www.absc.org/interim.

Interim ministry 
conference date set 

BENTON – PraizFest, a student 
choir event sponsored by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention leader-
ship and worship team, will be held 
Feb. 22-23 at First Baptist Church, 
Benton. 

During PraizFest, 450-plus stu-
dents from across Arkansas come 
together for two days of singing, wor-
ship and listening to student choirs 
from churches across the state. 

The weekend begins at 6:15 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 22 and ends with a grand 

finale worship service at 3 p.m. the 
following day. 

Cliff Duren, associate minister 
of music in residence at Brentwood 
Baptist Church in Brentwood, Tenn., 
and arranger of four of the songs to 
be featured at the 2013 PraizFest, will 
serve as the clinician. 

Online registration and a full bro-
chure is available at www.absc.org/
music. 

Students do not have to be in a 
student choir to attend.

Student choir event set for February

ROGERS – Former members of University Bap-
tist Church, Fayetteville, held a Toast and Roast 
the Rabbi banquet Nov. 2 for H.D. McCarty and 
his wife, Shirley. The banquet was held in honor 
of the couple’s 55th anniversary, as well as Mc-
Carty’s 80th birthday and his many years of min-
istry.

McCarty has been in the ministry in Arkansas 
for about 48 years, including 39 years as pastor of 
University Baptist Church. McCarty said he saw 
more than “20,000 students come through the 
church,” more than 300 of whom have gone into 
vocational Christian ministry.

McCarty served 30 years as chaplain of the 
Arkansas Razorback football team, where he was 
given the nickname “Razorback Rabbi.” 

He served as president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference in 2004 and as a member of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Executive 
Board for numerous years.

He had a 33-year Air Force career, serving as 
a pilot and chaplain and retiring as a brigadier 
general in the Air National Guard.

Nearly 500 people from Arkansas and other 
states attended the banquet. Proceeds from ban-

quet ticket sales and the Friends of the Rabbi Golf 
Scramble held earlier in the day benefited Ven-
tures for Christ, a counseling, preaching, teaching 
and writing ministry begun by McCarty after he 
retired from University Baptist in 2004.

Among the guests speaking were Marvin Delph, 
former Razorback basketball player; Rick Proctor, 
circuit judge for the First Judicial Circuit Court in 
Arkansas; Sen. John Boozman, and Gil Stricklin, 
former assistant to Billy Graham.

Also attending were Asa Hutchinson, former 
Arkansas congressman, and former Razorback 
football coaches Frank Broyles and Ken Hatfield. 

A video presentation was also made, which in-
cluded tributes from more personalities, includ-
ing Lou Holtz, former Razorback head football 
coach; Mike Huckabee, former Arkansas gover-
nor; Houston Nutt, former Razorback football 
coach; Dennis Rainey, president of FamilyLife, 
and Brig. Gen. Bob Page, deputy chief of chap-
lains for the Air Force.

Karen Anderson, the McCarty’s daughter, 
along with Becky Bull and Susan Roberts, who 
have both been influenced by the couple, gave a 
special tribute to Shirley McCarty.

VAN BUREN – National Certifica-
tion Training for Christian Women’s 
Job Corps (CWJC) and Christian 
Men’s Job Corps (CMJC) 
is set for Feb. 19-22 at 
Oaks Manor Conference 
and Retreat Center in Van 
Buren.

CWJC and CMJC are 
ministries of Woman’s 
Missionary Union.

The Level 1 training 
equips prospective site 
coordinators to plan, devel-
op, operate and evaluate a 
CWJC/CMJC ministry. The training 
is the beginning point of a CWJC/

CMJC leader’s journey.
The goal of Level 2 training is 

designed to better equip an active 
CWJC/CMJC site coordi-
nator to oper-
ate and evalu-
ate a ministry 
site through 
a more in-
depth explo-
ration of key 
leadership and 
organizational issues. At-
tendance at National Cer-
tification Training Level 2 

is open to those individuals with at 
least 12 months of involvement in a 

CWJC/CMJC site since the comple-
tion of Level 1.

CWJC and CMJC provide women 
and men an advantage toward sus-

taining successful em-
ployment and meeting 
life goals. Participants 
receive training in life 
skills and job readiness 
in the context of Chris-
tian women helping 
women and Christian 

men helping men. 
For information about cost or to 

register, call 501-376-4791, ext. 5138, 
or email dmoore@absc.org. Registra-
tion deadline is Feb. 10.

Christian Women’s 
Job Corps

Christian Men’s Job Corps

Known as the ‘Razorback Rabbi’

Friends and family honor H.D. and Shirley McCarty

H.D. McCarty, former longtime pastor of University Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, speaks at the Toast and Roast the Rabbi 
banquet held in honor of he and his wife, Shirley.

Robert Cupp, directional leader at Fellow-
ship Bible Church Northwest Arkansas, and 
Robert Lewis, pastor at large at Fellowship Bible 
Church, Little Rock, both former University 
Baptist staff members, served as co-Masters of 
Ceremony at the event.

McCarty said only he and Christ “knew what 
a joke it was to have a banquet” in his honor.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Atkins, is seeking full-
time pastor. Send resume to First Baptist Church 
Atkins, Pastor Search Committee, 201 N. Church, 
Atkins, AR 72823. Phone for chairman is 479-641-
0046. Email: atkinsfirstbaptist@yahoo.com.

Park Hill Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, is seeking 
a dynamic senior pastor who can embrace and 
partner with us in our mission of becoming a com-
munity of worshippers committed to making, ma-
turing and mobilizing disciples of Jesus Christ. We 
are seeking a pastor who has a heart for all people 
– the young and old, as well as the churched and 
the unchurched. Our pastor must not only have a 
heart for missions, but also a commitment to dis-
cipleship. With an average Sunday morning atten-
dance of 200, we worship in a facility recently con-
structed to accommodate growth. We are located 
in the quaint college town of Arkadelphia, which 
is home to Ouachita Baptist University and Hen-
derson State University. Previous full-time pastoral 
experience is preferred but not required. Seminary 
training is preferred, but a commitment to lifelong 
learning and study is required. To learn more about 
our church, please visit www.parkhillbaptist.com. 
To apply, please send a cover letter and resume, 
along with contact information of three references 
to pastorsearch@parkhillbaptist.com.

River Road Baptist Church, Redfield, is seeking 

a part-time pastor. Send resumes to P.O. Box 
161, Redfield, AR 72132 or river013@centurytel.
net. 501-397-2576.

Elliott Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to Elliott Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Committee, 4189 Hwy. 376 
South, Camden, AR 71701. Phone: 870-231-6411. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

 Maple Avenue Baptist, Smackover, is looking 
for a part-time music minister. Resumes 
may be sent to P.O Box 68, Smackover, AR 71762 or 
emailed to the pastor at douginzer@yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church, Sherwood, is seeking 
a full-time children minister. Resumes 
received through Dec. 1. Send to First Baptist 
Church, Children Minister Committee, 701 Country 
Club Road, Sherwood, AR 72120 or email fbcsre-
sponse@swbell.net.

Sylvan Hills FBC in Sherwood is accepting re-
sumes for a full-time minister of music. 
Send to Keith Brickell, Sylvan Hills FBC, 9008 Hwy. 
107, Sherwood, AR 72120.

First Baptist Church, De Queen, is seeking a 
full-time music minister. Additional duties, 
roles and responsibilities may be added in keeping 
with this person’s gifts and calling. Please submit 
resumes to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 450, De 
Queen, AR 71832 or firstbaptistdequeen@wind-

stream.net.
Clinton FBC is seeking a full-time student 

minister. Please send resumes to Student Min-
ister Search Committee, P.O. Box 1340, Clinton, AR 
72031.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, is seek-
ing to fill open position of children’s minister, 
full-time with benefits. If interested send resume to 
Patsy Morrison, First Baptist Church, 207 W. Main 
St., Henderson, TX 75652 or email to pmorrison@
thefbc.org.

Hampton First Baptist Church is accepting 
resumes for a full-time preschool and chil-
dren’s minister, a newly created position due 
to growth in this area of ministry. Please email re-
sumes to broclint@sat-co.net by Dec. 10.

MISCELLANEOUS

 Complete sound system for sale – six speak-
ers, Mackie mixer, Crown Amps, $2500 firm. Email 
supertwolfe@yahoo.com for equipment list.

T-211-1 series HAMMOND Organ - 
theatre voice presets - first solid-state 
tonebar spinet - string bass - variable repeat 
percussion - additive percussion plus volume soft 
tab, brilliance tab, earphone jack, special recep-
tacle, dimensions: 45”W, 25”D, 44 1/2” H, with 
music rack. Weight: 235 pounds with bench. 
Music power output: 34 watts, with drawbars 
and added rhythm rail. Contact Donna Faulkner 
cell: 501-993-8391. 

PERFECT CAREER FOR 
COMMITTED CHRISTIAN.  

No Upfront $ Investment.  

L2LGodandCountry.com

To advertise in the 
Arkansas Baptist News, 

contact Nelle at 501-520-0904.

HOLY LAND TRIP, November 4-13, 2013.  
Led by experienced travel host.  For 
a brochure:  call Rev. R. Gayle 
Bone at 501-213-5733 or e-mail 
at gbone0798@sbcglobal.net. 

Recipes and Remembrances cookbook 
celebrates the 150 year anniversary of FBC 
Monticello. Hardcover with 700 recipes. All pro-
ceeds will go toward mission 
projects. Price is $20 + $4 
shipping. Can order by mailing 
check to FBC 413 North Main 
St., Monticello, AR 71655.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are
 celebrating birthdays in the month of December.

◆ Dec. 3: Adam W., OBU Box 3919, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Middle East. 
◆ Dec. 5: Evan M., OBU Box 3895, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Central Asia. 
◆ Dec. 26: Jeneal Murphy, OBU Box 3610, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Ukraine. 
◆ Dec. 27: Adam Webb, OBU Box 3338, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001; 
 Indonesia. 

THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) will publish an evangelist 
directory in conjunction with its 
coverage of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 2013 
State Convention on Evange-
lism and Church Growth set to 
take place in January.

For more information or to 
schedule an ad, email abn@
arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5154. The dead-
line for scheduling all ads is 
Nov. 30.

ABN to publish 
evangelist directory

Lawson Baptist Church, Lawson, celebrated its 100th anniversary Sept. 9. From left: Rusty Hart, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention executive support team member; Don A. Travis, pastor; Gary 
Glasgow, associational missionary for Liberty Baptist Association, and guest speaker David Talbert, 
former Lawson Baptist pastor. 

Lawson Baptist celebrates 100 years

Lillian Ruth Eckhardt, 81, died 
Nov. 17. Born in Oklahoma, she was 
a member of First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, where she served as the 
pastor’s secretary, and later retired 
from the Arkansas Baptist State 

Obituaries Convention (ABSC), where she 
worked as ministry assistant for the 
missions ministries team. She is sur-
vived by one cousin, numerous niec-
es and nephews and special friend 
Mary Kay Blevins. Funeral services 
were held Nov. 24 at First Baptist 
Church.

More than 250 people attended the special services and luncheon Oct. 28 in honor of the 140th 
anniversary of Glendale Baptist Church, Booneville. Ken Barnard, who served as Glendale Baptist 
pastor from 1984-94, served as guest speaker. Church deacons were presented a plaque, in which 
the names of all the deacon ministers from the last 140 years are inscribed, and Marcus Brown, 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention evangelism and church growth team member, presented a cer-
tificate to Pastor Jarrell Woodhull. Three women were recognized for 60-plus years of membership 
and were given commemorative tiles in honor of their many years of membership. Special music 
was performed by the children’s choir, the youth band and the sanctuary choir. A church history book 
was presented to all families in attendance.

Glendale Baptist holds 140th anniversary celebration

Submit your church news to jessica@arkansasbaptist.org
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children involved in the worship ex-
perience, as well, with homemade 
instruments. There were plenty of 
hot dogs and other food donated 
from companies like Walmart, Sam-
mons said.

A number of prizes were given 
away, including a 32-inch flat-screen 
TV. 

Sammons said their first block 
party was a success, and they hope 
to hold several each year. For more 
information about The Church at 
North Hills, visit www.TheChur-
chAtNorthHills.com.

Clarksville outreach
Cherry Street Baptist Church, 

Clarksville, reached out through its 
“Trunk or Treat” Oct. 31.

Don Bradford, pastor, said they 
asked the Gideons to hand out Bi-
bles at the event.

As a result, a local teacher con-
tacted him about how excited one of 
her students was to get one of those 
Bibles.

In fact, she asked the teacher to 
read from her new Bible during 
their circle time.

“We’re pretty excited about … 
the traffic that we had and … we 

got a good response, and things like 
this just bless our hearts,” Bradford 
said. “Any time you get the Word 
of God in people’s hands then you 
just never know what the outcome is 
going to be.”

Bradford said 96 New Testaments 
were given out that night.

Parkway reaches 1,500 
An estimated 1,500-2,000 people 

attended an event held Oct. 31 at 
Parkway Place Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. 

Beverly Bale, connect coordina-
tor, said her church has conducted 
a “Trunk ‘r’ Treat” event for about 
10 years, but this year they sought to 
be more intentional about reaching 
the international community. Along 
with having an “international festi-
val booth,” they asked attendees if 
they had interest in the church’s in-
ternational activities or their English 
as a Second Language (ESL) class.

“We had a great response … and 
feel this will give us more opportuni-
ties to build relationships with the 
internationals in our community,” 
said Bale. “We have some Hispanic 
folks and a large group of folks from 
India. We just started an ESL class 
in October.”

The event is used each year “to 
make a connection, to tell, invite, 
serve and love – no strings attached,” 
Bale added.

Warren HopePlace opens
WARREN – HopePlace, War-
ren, a center designed to meet the 
needs of mothers and fathers-to-
be in southeast Arkansas, opened 
Oct. 1.

The new center in Warren fol-
lows the opening of the Hope-
Place pregnancy resource center 
in Monticello three years ago.

HopePlace, Monticello, which 
is supported by the churches of 
the Bartholomew Baptist Asso-
ciation, as well as churches in the 
community, originally served as a 
crisis pregnancy center, according 
to Robin Caldwell, executive direc-
tor of both HopePlace ministries 
in Warren and Monticello.

Caldwell said as the ministry 
took off, organizers found them-
selves ministering not only to those 
experiencing unplanned pregnan-
cies, but also to others desiring to 
become better parents.

“HopePlace, Monticello, was 
originally a crisis pregnancy cen-
ter,” Caldwell said. “Through the 
ministry, we found out there are 
much deeper needs. Our clients 
need role models, mentors and 
leadership in making life choices. 
Many lack life skills that we take 
for granted. And it isn’t just the 
moms. It is the dads and even the 
grandparents who come for train-
ing.” 

Parenting classes and Bible stud-
ies are offered to clients who earn 
needed items like diapers. 

“We see this as a real need in 
our part of the state,” Caldwell 
said. 

David Mitchell, associational 

missionary for Bartholomew Bap-
tist Association, had a vision of 
opening another pregnancy re-
source center in Warren. 

“Our office, here in Warren, 
had a conference center that 
wasn’t really being put to good 
use. It seemed that, with a little 
remodeling, it would be a great 
location for another HopePlace,” 
said Mitchell.  

So, with the help of many do-
nations of both time and money, 
the electric lines were brought up 
to code, counseling rooms were 
added, a “Mommy Store” was fash-
ioned and what used to be a stor-
age closet was turned into a food 
pantry for the clients.

“It has been amazing to watch 
the transformation of the build-
ing. It has gone from an old, drab 
building that was mostly used for 
storage, to a beautiful, vibrant 
place that is full of life and is being 
used for the glory of God,” said 
Tammy Albrecht, ministry assis-
tant for Bartholomew Baptist As-
sociation. 

“We had our first baby on the 
first day we opened,” said Wendy 
Curry, director of HopePlace, War-
ren. “A woman who was expecting 
her second child stopped by that 
afternoon to find out about our 
services. She was planning to re-
turn the next week to begin classes 
and earn some diapers. That eve-
ning I got a call from her. She 
said she was going to need those 
diapers right away because she had 
gone home, gone into labor and 
had the baby that night.”

HopePlace, Warren, a pregnancy resource center, opened Oct. 1. The grand opening took place 
Nov. 11 and was open for touring, and there was a ribbon-cutting ceremony, with a number 
of people in the Monticello and Warren area attending. 
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H osea 4 and the rest of the Book 
of Hosea describe God’s deal-

ings with His unfaithful people. As 
a matter of fact, God takes Israel to 
court – “for the LORD has a case 
against the inhabitants of the land” 
(Hosea 4:1, HCSB). Israel’s state of 
spiritual and moral corruption is so 
great that God is not willing to settle 
out of court, as He was in Judah (Isa. 
1:18, HCSB).

The charge against Israel is di-
vided into two categories: “sins of 
omission” and “sins of commis-
sion.” The sins of omission are hav-
ing “no truth, no faithful love, and 
no knowledge of God in the land” 

(Hos. 4:1). These theologically rich 
words describe the inward trust and 
devotion Israelites should have pos-
sessed in their covenant relationship 
with God. However, these were ab-
sent and opened the door to the sins 
of commission: “cursing, lying, mur-
der, stealing and adultery,” irrespon-
sibility, causing others to stumble 
and idolatry (Hos. 4:2, 5-6, 12-14). 
The people had abandoned their 
call to a pure and holy life, and the 
priests had abandoned their ministry 
of teaching the people (Hos. 4:4-7). 
The Scriptures are clear about the 
punishment for leaders who violate 
their responsibility of teaching the 

people and being a godly example 
(Mal. 2:1-9; Matt. 18:6; James 3:1).  

It is essential that the church 
teach its mem-
bers righteous 
living and right 
beliefs based on 
biblical doctrine. 
This teaching 
falls into two 
categories: pre-
ventive and cor-
rective measures. 
Preventive mea-
sures can include 
teaching Bible studies, preaching ser-
mons, modeling godliness and disci-

pling new believers. Corrective mea-
sures can include challenging false 
teaching, challenging unrighteous 

practices, rebuking 
sin and, in some 
cases, excluding indi-
viduals from church 
membership. 

The rebuking of 
destructive behav-
ior is always diffi-
cult but is essential 
to the purity of the 
church. The church 
is to reflect God’s 

holy character to a fallen world (1 
Pet. 1:15-16).

Rebuking destructive behavior  

One of the basic premises of 
Christianity is that God (Yah-

weh) is our Father. 
Many religions re-
ject the thought 
that their “god” 
could be identi-
fied this way.

The concept of 
the Trinity is one 
of the most fun-
damental ones 
of the Christian 
faith. God is pre-
sented as a triune 
God, Three in One: Father, Son 

(Jesus) and Holy Spirit. 
This lesson focuses on God as 

Father. That is His 
name. He is the One 
who provides for 
His children. God is 
Yahweh, our God. 
The term “God” is 
general, while the 
term “Father” is spe-
cific and personal. 
“God” is a word 
that is hard to un-
derstand, whereas, 
the term “Father” is 

more easily understood. 

This lesson’s Scripture passages 
in Psalm 103 begin with the word 
“bless.” It is a simple request as from 
a child to his or her father. The ac-
tual meaning of the word is to bend 
the knee, to bow or to pray. It is to 
ask a special favor from God. 

The later part of verse 2 changes 
from God as subject to one’s self as 
subject. The command is made that 
the Father’s benefits are not to be 
forgotten. The term “benefit” indi-
cates something that promotes or 
enhances well-being.

The psalmist continues with a 
listing of the benefits of having God 

as Father. These include the benefit 
of forgiveness, of divine healing, re-
demption, love and mercy, personal 
satisfaction and help in times of op-
pression. 

The passage for this lesson in-
cludes a simile. This is a figure of 
speech in which two things are com-
pared with each other using either 
“like” or “as.” Verse 13 says God is 
“like” or “as” a father who has pity 
or compassion on His children. The 
idea behind this verb is to soothe or 
to love deeply. It generally refers to 
a deep love from a superior (like a 
father) to an inferior (like a child). 

Yahweh our Father

A t our weekly breakfast date, my 
5-year-old granddaughter said 

she had recently missed recess be-
cause she had misbehaved. This was 
the teachable moment. I gave her 
my best sermon on life choices and 
consequences. When I asked if she 
understood, she looked bewildered.

“Papa, I don’t understand.” 
I said, “Honey, just remember you 

get what you work for.”  
The next Friday was a disaster. 

She got up late, traffic was awful and 
McDonald’s was packed. We were 
definitely going to be late for school. 
She also needed lunch money. I 
never carry cash so we went to an 

ATM. I locked up the first ATM. I 
had to wait in a line of cars at the 
next. While stuck in line, I noticed I 
actually had $10 in my wallet. I was 
very vocal about the whole thing! 

I smiled when a little sweet voice 
from the backseat said, “Papa, you 
get what you work for!”  

Israel had made some very bad 
choices. Israel transgressed against 
God’s Covenant and Law (Hosea 
8:1-3; 7:1-16). She set up kings and 
princes without God’s direction 
(Hos. 8:4). The people were practic-
ing idolatry (Hos. 8:4-7, 11-14). Israel 
also made an alliance with Assyria 
(Hos. 8:8-10). They were sowing to 

the wind but would reap a whirlwind 
(Hos. 8:7). Hosea 8:1 describes As-
syria as an eagle that swoops down to 
snatch up Israel 
as its prey. 

Hosea 10:12 
is a call to repen-
tance. Israel is 
told to “sow righ-
teousness” and 
“seek the Lord.” 
Israel should 
have disciplined 
herself to keep 
God’s Covenant 
and Law. But 
she chose sin over righteousness and 

was carried into captivity. 
Christians should discipline them-

selves to follow God’s command, 
knowing every choice 
has a consequence. 

“Do not be de-
ceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatever 
a man sows, that he 
will also reap. For he 
who sows to his flesh 
will of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he 
who sows to the Spirit 
will of the Spirit reap 
everlasting life” (Gal. 

6:7-8, NKJV).

Deciding on discipline

T his is a story that has a begin-
ning and an end. It is a process 

that required thousands of years. 
It has eternal im-
portance in that it 
makes the difference 
in one’s final destina-
tion. Righteousness 
is more than a word; 
it is the difference be-
tween life and death. 
It is not an easy story 
to write nor to read, 
but it is a story that 
must be told.

Jeremiah begins 
the story using the word “days” (Jer. 
23:5). This is not a general term for 

some future event. It is a particular 
day or moment when something 
special will happen. 

The term 
“righteousness” 
is used to de-
scribe the goal 
of humankind. 
It means to be 
right or guilt-
less before God. 
Jeremiah is look-
ing forward to a 
time when that 
will be possible. 
The “Righteous 

Branch” (Jer. 23:5) will be a descen-
dent of David. Someone will come 

in the future who will make this pos-
sible.

Paul declares that the “days” of 
Jeremiah have become the comple-
tion of time in Romans 3:26. He 
begins with a righteousness that is 
apart from what humankind can 
do for itself. Righteousness is not 
achieved by keeping rules, but by be-
lieving in a Person, Jesus. Paul knew 
what he was writing because he had 
tried to make himself righteous only 
to have failed.

The discussion in Romans 10 
declares that the end of the Law, 
the goal of how to be righteous, has 
been achieved by Jesus. These words 
represent how the impossible has 

become possible. They give victory 
over sin. To begin with, one must 
confess, or agree with God, that 
he or she is guilty. This is a verbal 
expression. The heart believes, the 
Holy Spirit convicts and the mouth 
makes a declaration.  

The circle from Jeremiah to Paul 
is now complete. The story has a 
happy (wonderful) ending. What 
was promised in the past has become 
a present reality. God has done what 
was necessary to make one righteous 
before God. The story is now com-
plete, except for one thing. The story 
has to be lived in order to make it 
complete. Only you and I can do 
that.

Yahweh our righteousness
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Will I go to heaven 
when I die?

God wants us to. "God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16

Our problem is that we have willfully chosen to 
disobey God (called "sin").  "All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God." Romans 3:23

Though we deserve to be punished for our sin 
and separated from God, He provided a way for 
us to be forgiven and changed.  "The wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Romans 6:23

If you would like to know how to enjoy the life God 
intended for you to live, call 800-537-8720.
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