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 ABN classifieds get results! 
Read them on Page 10.

The ABN classifieds are a great way to 
advertise for your church, ministry or business. 

To submit a classified ad visit

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

ABSC board  
approves budget,
celebrates work
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CHARLOTTESVILLE, 
Va. (BP) – As alternative-
right white supremacists 
and others flooded Char-
lottesville, Va., to protest 
the removal of a Confeder-
ate statue, Southern Bap-
tists were already actively 
promoting racial harmony 
in the small community 
where former Mayor Alvin 
Edwards has pastored for 
36 years.

Edwards, pastor of 
Mount Zion First Afri-
can Baptist Church and 
a member of the Baptist 
General Association of 
Virginia (BGAV), had al-
ready organized the mul-
tidenominational Charlot-
tesville Clergy Collective 
to build unity among faith 
leaders in the city and Al-
bermarle County region.

A day after the Aug. 12 
protest that left three dead 
and 19 others injured, 
Mount Zion co-hosted a 
worship service with First 
Baptist Church in Char-
lottesville.

The service was attend-
ed by Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe, other political 
leaders, clergy and laypeo-
ple. First Baptist, at 632 
W. Main St., was the first 
black congregation in the 
area to begin cooperating 
with the SBC, beginning 
in 1979.

McAuliffe addressed a 
multiethnic crowd during 
the Aug. 13 morning wor-
ship service and led those 
gathered in a moment of 
silence for those killed: 
32-year-old counter-pro-
testor Heather Heyer and 
two Virginia state troop-
ers who died in the line 
of duty during the pro-
test after their helicopter 
crashed during a video 
surveillance.

Edwards urged the 
gathered mourners to be-
have differently than those 
whose protests over the re-
moval of the statue erupt-
ed into deadly violence.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Baptists minister after    
Charlottesville violence

Tim Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – The Ex-
ecutive Board of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) approved a $21 mil-
lion unified Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP) budget for 2018, 
adopted team goals and cele-
brated God’s work around the 
state at its Aug. 15 meeting.

The budget will now be 
recommended to messengers 
attending the ABSC Annual 
Meeting.

The 2018 budget imple-
ments the first year of a new 
five-year formula that will re-
sult in a 2.05 percent increase 
to Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) causes. A Budget 
Formula Study Committee 
recommended in August 2016 
a new formula that would re-
sult in increasing the amount 
Arkansas Baptists send to SBC 
causes from 43.77 percent to 
45.82 percent by 2022. Mes-
sengers approved the new for-
mula at the 2016 annual meet-
ing.

Under the new budget for-
mula, a 1.05 percent of the 
increase in SBC contributions 
will come from the ABSC 
Executive Board staff budget 
in 2018. The committee rec-
ommended the remaining 
increase come from ABSC 
agencies for a total of 2.05 
percent, with .50 percent of 
the increase from the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) and the 
other .50 percent allocated by 
an equal percentage reduction 
to the other ABSC agencies 
and institutions. The increase 
from the agencies and institu-
tions amounts to a .2 percent 
increase to the SBC each year 
of the five-year budget formula 
period.

The percentage increase of 
what ABSC calls Out-of-State 
Missions is 2.58 percent for a 
total of 47.60 percent in 2018, 
projected to grow to 48.40 by 
2022 under the new five-year 
formula. The Out-of-State 
Missions percentage includes 
funds allocated to ABSC to 
connect churches to SBC 
strategies, CP promotion and 
administration and the SBC 
Executive Committee.

In real dollars, the annual 
budget impact of the new for-
mula to ABSC and related 
entities beginning in 2018 is 
as follows (based on an an-
ticipated $21 million budget): 

executive board ministries, 
$220,031; ABN, $21,000; 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), $2,307; Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation (ABF), 
$1,355; Camp Siloam, $1,005, 
and Christian higher educa-
tion in Arkansas (Williams 
Baptist College and Ouachita 
Baptist University), $16,333.

In remarks prior to the vote 
to approve the budget rec-
ommendation, J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker, executive director 
of the ABSC, said the 2018 
budget reflects the three pri-
orities of the Executive Board: 
church revitalization, reaching 
the next generation and reach-
ing the “uns,” people who are 
unengaged, unreached and 
underserved in access to the 
gospel.

Tucker said the 29 percent 
of the budget ABSC Executive 
Board teams receive to under-
take their work is “lower than 
other states,” adding that CP 
receipts for 2017 are slightly 
ahead of the 2016 budget. “We 
are really excited how God is 
blessing,” said Tucker.

In other business, the 
board:

– Heard “team impact” 
stories, which included Leah 
Huitt, wife of Ty Huitt, pas-
tor of Lake Ouachita Baptist 
Church, Mount Ida. Huitt 
said the Inspire women’s con-
ference “directly reinforces the 
purpose of our women’s minis-
try” and has become an annu-
al highlight of women at her 

church. “This is a tool (that) is 
impacting women from across 
the state and changing lives,” 
she said. The fifth annual 
Inspire women’s conference 
will be held March 10, 2018, 
at Central Baptist Church in 
Conway.
– OK’d a Program Commit-
tee request to approve 2018 
goal recommendations for 
all ABSC teams. “They drive 
what we do here and are 
based on our three priorities,”  
Tucker said.
– Approved a recommenda-
tion to amend the articles of 
incorporation of the ABF to 
clarify its mission statement. 
Additionally, a paragraph re-
garding the ABF’s serving as 
an agent for life insurance 
companies was deleted, as the 
ABF is no longer allowed by 
law to raise funds for life in-
surance companies, according 
to Bobby Thomas, ABF presi-
dent.
– Heard a report from the 
ABSC Operating Committee 
regarding the convention’s 
annual audit, which was per-
formed by the accounting 
firm of Thomas and Thomas 
of Little Rock. Greg Addison, 
ABSC associate executive di-
rector, said the audit cited no 
problems. “It is a good audit. 
It is a clean audit,” said Ad-
dison. The convention had a 
“small reduction in net assets,” 
he said, adding the ABSC Ex-
ecutive Board staff are good 
stewards of funds provided 
from churches, resulting in a 

$500,000 surplus in 2016.
– Heard a report from Ben 
Sells, president of Ouachita 
Baptist University, who told 
the board the university expe-
rienced a decrease in net assets 
from 2015 to 2016, which he 
said was due primarily to fun-
draising by the college being 
down during a 14-month pe-
riod.
– Recognized the following 
outgoing board members: 
Jamie Staley, First Baptist 
Church, Crossett; Davis Bell, 
First Baptist Church, Des Arc; 
David Mitchell, Mount Car-
mel Baptist Church, Cabot; 
Dale Walker, Concord Bap-
tist Church, Van Buren; Tim 
Hobbs, First Baptist Church, 
Branch; Eric Moffett, First 
Baptist Church, Pocahontas; 
Ben Jones, Central Baptist 
Church, Mineral Springs; Rob 
Davis, First Baptist Church, 
Harrison; Larry Kindrick, 
First Baptist Church, Hardy; 
George Goynes, Macedonia 
Baptist Church, Doddridge; 
Rick Proctor, Wynne Baptist 
Church, Wynne; Ken Siler, 
Ridgewood Baptist Church, 
Forrest City; Ronnie Dye, 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 
Trumann, and Donna Sasser, 
Mount Olive Baptist Church, 
Crossett. Board members also 
recognized, but not present 
were: Ron Williamson, Spra-
dling Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith; Dave White, Greene 
County Baptist Association; 

See BOARD page 7

2018 budget reaches Arkansas, world

Leah Huitt, wife of Ty Huitt, pastor of Lake Ouachita Baptist Church, Mount Ida, tells members of the Executive Board of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention that the Inspire women’s conference “directly reinforces the purpose of our women’s ministry” 
and has become an annual highlight of women at her church. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Evangelism task force 
holds first meeting

Acts 1:8 event to draw thousands

FORT WORTH, Texas 
(BP) – How to increase 
Southern Baptists’ passion 
for personal evangelism 
and encourage preachers 
to include evangelistic in-
vitations in every sermon 
were among the topics dis-
cussed Aug. 14-15 at the 
first meeting of the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s 
(SBC) task force on soul 
winning and evangelistic 
preaching.

Appointed by SBC 
President Steve Gaines, 
the task force stems from 
a motion made and ap-
proved by messengers at 
the 2017 SBC Annual 
Meeting in Phoenix that a 
committee be established 
to suggest how Southern 
Baptists might be more 
effective in personal soul 
winning and evangelistic 
preaching.

Nick Floyd, teaching 
pastor at Cross Church, 
Fayetteville, is a member 
of the task force.

Margaret Colson 
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – A 
possible record number of Ar-
kansas Baptists are expected 
to participate in the eighth 
annual Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip on Saturday, Oct. 7, 
in north Pulaski County. 

The stated goal of the Acts 
1:8 One Day Mission Trip is 
to help Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) churches 
become more missional in 
their thinking and planning 
and to impact lostness across 
Arkansas, according to orga-
nizers.

North Pulaski Baptist Asso-
ciation (NPBA) Associational 
Missionary Dennis Wilkins 
said the vision of this year’s 
one-day mission trip is to “have 
North Pulaski County saturat-
ed with missionaries reaching 
the lost for Jesus Christ.” More 
than half of all residents in the 
densely populated area are not 
Christians, he said.

About 14,000 participant 
“missionaries” have been in-
volved, and approximately 600 
salvation decisions have been 
recorded in the seven annual 
Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trips held since 
2010. 

In 2016 alone, 
1,800-plus Ar-
kansas Baptist 
m i s s i o n a r i e s , 
representing 197 
ABSC churches 
and 26 ABSC 
a s s o c i a t i o n s , 
came together in 
Concord Baptist 
Association in 
Fort Smith for 
the Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission 
Trip, with about 
70 people mak-
ing professions 
of faith in Jesus.

The highest number of par-
ticipants in the Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip to date was 
in 2013 in Harrison, with 
2,700 missionaries actively in-
volved. The highest number of 
recorded salvations to date re-
lated to the one-day event was 
in 2012 in Forrest City, when 
more than 150 individuals 
made professions of faith. 

At this year’s one-day event, 
because of the central Arkan-
sas location, Wilkins expects 
a record number of volunteer 
missionaries. The kick-off 

event for the day will be at the 
football stadium of North Lit-
tle Rock High School. 

Each year, the Acts 1:8 One 
Day Mission Trip is focused 
within a particular Baptist 
association, and missionar-
ies from ABSC churches are 
enlisted to help in the evan-

gelistic and ministry efforts 
through a variety of activities, 
such as block parties, door-to-
door canvassing, sports camps, 
prayer walking, home repair 
and health/dental clinics. Al-
ready, 32 of NPBA’s 57 mem-
ber churches have committed 
to host activities related to this 
year’s community outreach, 
with many other local church-
es sending volunteers to help.

Participation in the Acts 1:8 
One Day Mission Trip is mul-
tigenerational; children, youth 
and adults are all encouraged 

to be involved. “If you want 
to see Jesus Christ make a dif-
ference in a community, then 
you need to come and be a 
part of this,” said Wilkins.  
“The opportunity to spread 
the love of Jesus Christ is enor-
mous.”

The one-day mission trip 
is “a great day for 
every Arkansas 
Baptist to be in-
volved in missions. 
This will be a life-
changing day for 
many unchurched 
in the North Pu-
laski Baptist Asso-
ciation. This mis-
sion trip is great 
for churches of 
all sizes, families, 
Sunday school 
classes, small 
groups or anyone 
who wants to live 
out the Scrip-
ture,” said Breck 
Freeman, com-

munity missions leader for the 
ABSC.

According to Freeman, a 
short-term mission experience, 
such as the Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip, often becomes a 
catalyst for Arkansas Baptists 
to become more involved in 
missions in their own commu-
nities and beyond.

Those who participate in 
the one-day mission trip dis-
cover that it “isn’t difficult 
to make a difference,” said 
Wilkins, and many com-
mit to make such outreach 

an ongoing part of their  
Christian living.

Wilkins urged all Arkansas 
Baptists to pray for the upcom-
ing Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip, specifically encouraging 
prayer for God’s will to be 
done, for God to send people 
who are “ripe for harvest,” for 
God to send people who will 
be planting seeds for the king-
dom and for “Jesus Christ to 
be revealed in all that is done.”

This year, for the first time, 
a 21-day prayer guide, written 
by Marty Watson, pastor of 
Baring Cross Baptist Church, 
Sherwood, is available to guide 
Arkansas Baptists in their 
prayers in the three weeks lead-
ing up to the Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip.

The Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trip has become an an-
nual highlight for many Ar-
kansas Baptists, according to 
Freeman. 

Since 2010, several asso-
ciations, including NPBA, 
have begun to conduct their 
own Acts 1:8 One Day Mis-
sion Trips, in addition to 
the event sponsored each fall 
by the ABSC. Many associa-
tions see their local one-day 
event as the start of an ongo-
ing mission project locally,  
said Freeman.

For more information or 
resources, or to register for 
this year’s Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip, go to absc.org/
oneday.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Since 2010, about 14,000 Arkansas Baptists have participated in the Acts 
1:8 One Day Mission Trip. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

REYKJAVIK, Iceland 
(BP) – Southern Baptists 
involved with special 
needs ministry are lament-
ing a report that virtu-
ally 100 percent of babies 
diagnosed with Down 
syndrome in Iceland are 
aborted. Individuals with 
special needs, the minis-
try leaders say, are made 
in God’s image and bring 
unique giftedness to 
churches and society.

Iceland’s abortion rate 
for Down syndrome babies 
is “a tragedy,” said Tracy 
McElhattan, a Kansas 
children’s ministry profes-
sional who holds a Ph.D. 
in special education.

“Children with special 
needs make [a church] 
stronger,” McElhattan 
said. We also learn [from 
them] how to minister 
to people with diverse 
needs.”

Iceland’s Down syndrome 
abortions are ‘tragedy’ 

Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip participants organize prior to departing for ministry sites in Forrest City in 2012.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Racism – in all its forms – is evil
our country.

It’s one thing to watch an 
angry mob on TV – fueled 
by posts on Facebook and 
news reports in the media – 
yank down a monument of a 
Confederate solider located 
on North Carolina county’s 
property while the police 
stand idly by. It’s an entirely 

other thing 
to think that 
this type of 
behavior may 
be coming to 
your town  

or city.
Of course, followers of 

Jesus Christ aren’t surprised 
by this behavior, because 
Scripture tells us as early as 
Genesis, “Then the LORD 
saw that the wickedness of 
man was great on the earth, 
and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only 

evil continu-
ally” (Gen. 6:5, 
NASB).

Which of our 
nation’s statues 
are next? For 
one, it has been 
suggested those 
of Thomas Jef-
ferson.

Jefferson was 
without question 
a great man; he 
was the author 
of the Declara-
tion of Inde-
pendence, the 
founder of the 

University of Virginia, and 
one of the greatest thinkers 
in American political history. 
Unfortunately, like many of 
our founding fathers, Jeffer-
son was also a slaveholder.

And, because of that, 
some on the political left be-
lieve that Jefferson should 
be purged from public  

R acism is evil, and its ori-
gin is in the depravity 

of man. 
Racism corrupts the hearts 

and souls of men as it funda-
mentally denies that all men 
are created in the image of 
God.

Recent events in Charlot-
tesville, Va., and Durham, 
N.C., illustrate 
vividly the thin 
line that sepa-
rates a civilized 
society from 
one ruled by 
anarchy and chaos. 

Residents of a civilized so-
ciety – when they decide that 
something offends them or 
needs to be changed – protest, 
sign petitions and support 
laws to change it.

Residents of a society ruled 
by anarchy and chaos – when 
they decide that something 
offends them 
or needs to be 
changed – get 
a mob together 
and destroy it.

Events of 
recent years are 
now all too fa-
miliar: violence 
and destruction 
following police 
shootings in 
Ferguson, Mo., 
and Baltimore in 
2015, and now 
we have radial 
left wing and 
white suprema-
cist  movements exploding in 
Charlottesville, resulting in 
the death of a young woman, 
two police officers and the 
injury of many others.

While violence surround-
ing events in Charlottes-
ville is disconcerting, there 
appears to be something 
more ominous emerging in  

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14
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memory forever. 
For example, in recent years 

students at the University of 
Missouri demanded the re-
moval of a Jefferson statue.

Recently, a TV pundit went 
so far as to suggest that the 
Jefferson Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., might need to 
be removed.

There is literally no limit 
when people start thinking 
like this, and it has huge rami-
fications for the Church.

While most Christians 
don’t applaud when a 
mosque is built in their city, 
few would ask that it be 
blown up or torn down.

If we follow the same logic 
of “progressive” thinkers 
who want to erase our his-
tory – even something as evil 

as slavery – what happens 
when someone decides that 
the cross or, for that matter, 
the building of a Christian 
church in town is offensive?

After all, the same people, 
who are judging the found-
ers of our nation who owned 
slaves by today’s moral stan-
dards, could say the same 
thing about the history of 
the Christian Church – such 
as the Crusades of medieval 
times or, in more recent his-
tory, the founding of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
around slavery.

It is indeed a slippery slope 
on which we must tread 
lightly.

There is only one thing that 
can heal the hearts of men – 
the blood of Jesus Christ shed 

on the cross.
“For it was the Father’s 

good pleasure for all the full-
ness to dwell in Him, and 
through Him to reconcile 
all things to Himself, hav-
ing made peace through the 
blood of His cross; through 
Him, I say, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven.

“And although you were 
formerly alienated and hos-
tile in mind, engaged in evil 
deeds, yet He has now recon-
ciled you in His fleshly body 
through death, in order to 
present you before Him holy 
and blameless and beyond 
reproach” (Col. 1:19-22, 
NASB).

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News.
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The fruit of God’s character 
E very morning as I start my quiet time, I enter the 

date in my journal. It is too easy for me to neglect 
to take note of thoughts, prayers or observations as I pro-
cess through reading and interaction with my Savior, and 
neglecting to take note causes me to forget so much more 
easily. The simple act of jotting down the date ensures that 
I write down at least one thing from my reading or prayer 
time. 

One recent morning started a little differently. Instead 
of jotting down the date and then picking 
up my Bible, I just kept writing. I needed 
to hash out a few things and get them off 
my mind so I could focus on taking in 
God’s Word. Even as I was hashing out, 
though, God’s Word came to me through 
a very familiar, long-memorized passage: Galatians 5:22-23. 

Typically, when I look at the fruit of the Spirit, it is as a 
reminder that I need to allow room for these characteristics 
of the Holy Spirit to shine through me. But, on that partic-
ular day, a different realization struck me. The fruit listed 
in these two verses represents the nature of God. This is 
the perfect picture of how He expressed Himself toward us 
long before we were even capable of allowing the Spirit to 
work in our lives. 

His love toward us is everlasting, and His joy gives us 

strength. Just a thought of Him can bring peace because 
it is the very nature of His presence. And, oh how great is 
His patience toward us in every way! He lavishes kindness 
upon us through amazing gifts such as physical provision, 
friendship and every type of nourishment. Somehow the 
act of exalting Him and giving Him glory illuminates His 
goodness toward us, even when all the attention should be 
on Him. And there are not enough pages or vats of ink to 
expound on His faithfulness. Even when He must break 

us, His gentleness is so evident. The very act 
that purchased our salvation exemplifies the 
epitome of self-control. 

As these thoughts poured into my head that 
particular morning, I felt overwhelmed. I had 
been pouring out a confession of inconsistency 

and faltering. The Holy Spirit reminded me of God’s con-
stant faithfulness toward me. I had been bemoaning a roll-
er-coaster attitude. Through remembered Scripture, I was 
reminded of a consistent presence of love, joy and peace. 
In all, it was a moment reminding me of what I would pass 
on to you: that God is not growing something unknown in 
us. He is forming us into His character, equipping us to be 
exactly what the world needs.

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in East 
End. Read her blog at annhibbard.com.

T his third commandment in 
Exodus is popularly believed 

to prohibit cursing by using the 
Lord’s name. The commandment, 
however, conveys much more 
than this.  

In Hebrew, the commandment 
literally states that individuals 
were not to “lift up the name of 
the Lord [their] God for empti-
ness.” The command was to 
remind the Israelites that there 
was worth in God’s name, that 
they must respect it, and that they 
must not be flippant when using 
it. Many Jews take this command 
so seriously that they will not use 
the name Yahweh when addressing 
God. Instead, out of fear and re-
spect, they will use HaShem (“The 
Name”) or Adonai.

This command could apply le-
gally, when someone would swear 
or pledge using God’s name in an 
oath. However, it could also be ap-
plied to worshippers who falsely 
gave allegiance to God, only to 
live in the opposite manner (Jer. 
7). When individuals used God’s 
name falsely, they would be de-
clared guilty by God Himself.

Even today, individuals can 
use God’s name “for emptiness.” 
They could swear to tell the truth 
in court but lie under oath. They 
could declare that God guided 
them about a decision when God 
did no such thing. They might say 
pious things yet have no spiritual 
depth. They might believe God 
exists but live their lives in a way 
as if God did not matter.

Author and theologian Elton 
Trueblood stated, “The worst 
blasphemy is not profanity, but 
lip service.” The third com-
mandment prohibits more than 
just cursing; it prohibits living a 
duplicitous life in the Lord. By 
obeying this command, God’s 
followers would be dedicated to 
lift up His name not only on their 
lips, but also in their hearts and 
in their lives (Deut. 6:4).

Ken Gore is professor of biblical 
studies at Dallas Baptist University. 
Baptists Ask is reader-driven. To sub-
mit a question, write Baptists Ask, 
c/o Tim Yarbrough, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

What does it mean to take  
the Lord’s name in vain  

(Ex. 20:7)?

Would Jesus go to high school football games?
T his fall, like every 

other fall of the past 
five generations, the most 
densely populated piece of 
real estate on Friday nights 
in most Arkansas cities and 
towns is the high school 
football stadium. The 
cheers, the band, the clash-
ing of helmets and shoulder 
pads and the familiar voice 
of the announcer ringing 
through the cool night air 
create an electrifying atmo-
sphere and a birthplace for 
life-long memories and relationships. 
Friday night high school football is woven 
deeply into our culture. It is one of the 
significant places where “life happens.”

When Jesus walked this earth, He in-
tentionally spent time in the places where 
“life happens.” Water wells, markets, 
outer temple courts, seasides and even wedding celebra-
tions: Jesus spent time among the masses. Within those 
masses were families and individuals with whom He inter-
acted, conversed and even shared meals. He expressed love 
and kindness to both the young and the elderly, to the rich 
and the poor, to the simple and the educated and to the 
socially prominent and the outcast.

As believers, we are command-
ed to be “salt and light” and to 
be witnesses and make disciples.  
This requires that believers be 
among people who need Christ. 
The easiest way to do this is the 
way Jesus did it – intentionally 
being among the masses and 
sharing life with others. In your 
town, is there a better place to 
do this than at a football game? 
A high school football game is a 
great place to meet people, foster 
relationships and be where “life 
happens.” And when you go to 

games, don’t just sit with your church friends. 
Make an effort to go out of your way to meet 
people, learn their names, understand family 
connections and share life.

So, would Jesus go to a high school football 
game? Yes, I absolutely believe if He were phys-
ically living among us in our culture today, He 

would be there loving and sharing life with people. I also 
believe that He desires to be there now – today. As believ-
ers, we should intentionally take Christ and “be Christ” in 
our culture. And if you live in this state, a big part of our 
culture is high school football. Go team!

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

The change in your pocket can help
secure the future of your Baptist newspaper!

Support ongoing development efforts and secure the future of the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) as a voice for Arkansas Baptists for future generations by 
signing up and using the new MustardSeed app. Once you sign up and choose 
the ABN as the recipient, each time you make a purchase with your credit or 
debit card, the entire purchase amount is rounded up to the nearest dollar and 
donated. It’s easy to sign up! Visit mustardseedapp.org/abnews today!
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I t was only my second week 
on the job when I attended 

a staff meeting at the Baptist 
Home for Children in Mon-
ticello. Sitting there with 
the teaching of James 1:27 
about caring for widows and 
orphans still ringing in my 
ears since I joined the team, 
my eyes were opened. There, 
I heard and felt the compas-
sion, concern and sometimes 
anguish that the house par-
ents, case 
workers and 
campus staff 
have for each 
child in their 
care. I im-
mediately knew I am part of 
a ministry on the front lines 
of a battle that continues to 
leave many children and fami-
lies in Arkansas broken and 
reeling from the trauma they 
have experienced. 

I wondered how we could 
ever engage and heal a popu-
lation of children shaped by 
trauma and pain that had 
been introduced so early in 
their young and precious 
lives. How should a caregiver 
respond to a child who replies 
to acts of kindness not with 
words, but with outbursts of 
anger, frustration or silence? 
C.S. Lewis understood this 

well as he wrote, “I have 
learned now that while those 
who speak about one’s miser-
ies usually hurt, those who 
keep silence hurt more.” 

If it were up to me to re-
spond, I would be helpless. 
Traditional parenting tech-
niques would simply not work 
with such young veterans of 
trauma. Fortunately, it is not 
up to me, and our staff is not 
left unequipped. At that mo-

ment, I was intro-
duced to TBRI. 

TBRI, or Trust-
Based Relational 
Intervention, is 
the official name 

for a therapeutic model that 
trains caregivers to provide 
support and treatment for 
at-risk children. I sat in awe 
as we watched the training 
video that showed the real life 
interactions of a TBRI-trained 
caregiver intervening in what 
appeared to be defiant and re-
bellious behavior exhibited by 
various children. I watched as 
the caregiver first bent down 
to establish eye contact and 
begin to relate to the child 
in order to demonstrate that 
the caregiver was worthy of 
trust. Once trust had been 
established, only then was the 
caregiver able to redirect and 

instruct the child.  
As I watched the video, I 

began to realize that James 
1:27 is the goal, not the 
model. The model and mo-
tivation was John 1:14. John 
wrote, “The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling 
among us” (NIV). Through 
the incarnation of Christ, 
God intervened and bent 
down and literally made eye 
contact with us, His rebel-
lious and often defiant cre-
ation. Because Jesus chose to 
dwell with us, He could relate 
to us in all things and bring 
us into His home. Through 
the way of the cross, we know 
that we can trust Him now 
and forever.  

I am thankful for my col-
leagues who are on the front 
lines, rebuilding the lives of 
children who have experi-
enced traumatic events in 
their young lives. I am also 
thankful for tools like TBRI 
to assist them in their call-
ings. Most of all, I am thank-
ful for John 1:14 when God 
chose to relate to us through 
One Who is worthy of our 
trust, Jesus Christ, the mo-
tivation and model of our 
ministry.

Josh Townsend is director of 
development at ABCHomes.

‘And the Word became flesh’

Training the next generation
O ne of the most im-

portant tasks of each 
generation is to train the 
next. If even one generation 
fails to train the next, dire 
consequences could come. 
As we are preparing men and 
women to minister to the 
next generation, we cannot 
hope that they will catch on 
to the gospel. We must be 
intentional 
about it.

We should 
always re-
member, 
however, 
they are watching us. And 
what we are doing in front of 
them is affecting their hearts 
and minds and will guide 
them to take action. They will 
learn by observing us. So if 
we preach, evangelize and dis-
ciple intentionally, they will 
see it.

The next generation needs 
us to mentor them. Mentor-
ing involves many things, but 
mostly it involves spending 
time with them. As a new be-

liever who was sensing my call 
to ministry, I was grateful for 
my home church pastor, Sam 
Burnett. He was intentional 
about spending time with me. 

During my first summer 
home from college, he called 
and invited me to make 
hospital visits with him. He 
wanted to spend time doing 
ministry with me. He took me 

on home visits 
with him. He 
let me ask ques-
tions about his 
sermons and the 
Bible. He gave 

me great critique after hear-
ing me speak. The time he 
spent with me and the trust 
he put in me to minister are a 
blessing which sustains me in 
ministry today. 

The next generation also 
needs instruction. They have 
a lot to learn, as do we! As 
Ezra sought to teach Israel 
to draw closer to the Lord in 
post-exilic Israel, he commit-
ted himself to instruct the 
next generation of ministers. 

Ezra understood that 
instruction involved more 
than just proclaiming, 
“Thus saith the Lord!” He 
showed us how instruction 
is more than just the trans-
mission of information. 
“For Ezra had set his heart 
to study the Law of the 
LORD, and to do it and to 
teach his statutes and rules 
in Israel” (Ezra 7:10, ESV). 

To prepare the next gen-
eration, they will need to 
observe us active in minis-
try, spend time with us as 
mentors, and listen to the 
instruction the Lord has for 
them.

Williams Baptist Col-
lege is honored to serve the 
churches of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, 
and we take seriously the 
task of preparing the next 
generation of spiritual lead-
ers in Arkansas. We are also 
prepared to train the next 
generation of school teach-

ABCHomes
Josh Townsend 

Williams 
Baptist College
Robert Foster

See NEXT page 7
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Letters to the Editor

Too political

Gambling

Unlike the Arkansas Baptist 
News, I’m not against gam-
bling, but here’s something 
about the lottery they left out.

I understand on the Pow-
erball, the states keep half the 
money and give half to the 
winners. 

Guess again!
The winner of the Power-

ball gets his money scattered 
over 30 years, which might 
mean one third of his win-
nings if you count inflation, 
or, if he takes the lump sum, 
he gets one third of it. If the 
“feds” just take two-thirds of 
what’s left in taxes, then after 
the state tax plus Arkansas’10 
percent special gambling tax, 
that’s less than 5 percent re-
turn on Powerball winners.

Nick Nixon
Charleston

The mission statement on 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) website (sbc.net) is 
as follows: “As a convention 
of churches, our missional vi-
sion is to present the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to every per-
son in the world and to make 
disciples of all the nations.” 
(Adopted by the messengers 
to the 2010 Southern Baptist 
Convention).

Unfortunately, over the past 
20 or more years, the SBC has 
morphed into an organization 
known more for its political 
efforts than implementation 
of the mission statement. 
There is no “Christian” po-
litical party. Politics is a dirty 
business. The SBC cannot be 
actively involved on behalf of 
either political party without 
being negatively impacted by 
wrongs committed by any fac-
tion in that party. 

In spite of the fact that re-
cent events have amply dem-
onstrated this, the Arkansas 
Baptist News continues to 
highlight politics on a monthly 
basis. SBC heroes should be 
sacrificial missionaries who 
work selflessly to advance the 
gospel. 

The Aug. 10 issue of ABN 
highlighted the Cooperative 
Program. All contributions 
should go to support the 
mission statement. The SBC 
should not fund lobbyists. 
Those wishing to be active 
in the political process at the 
local, state or national level 
should form a political action 
committee and solicit contri-
butions separately. Otherwise, 
churches may opt to fund mis-
sionaries independently of the 
Cooperative Program.

David Rauls
Nashville

Baptist Businessperson  
of Year contest underway
LITTLE ROCK – The Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN) is 
planning to hold its annual 
Arkansas Baptist Businessper-
son of the Year recognition, 
and ABN readers are invited 
to nominate a businessman 
or businesswoman from their 
church for consideration.

Candidates should be a resi-
dent of Arkansas and a mem-
ber of an Arkansas Southern 
Baptist church. They should 
be actively involved in ministry 
in their church and in other 
areas.

To nominate someone, 
please include the following: 
1) name, phone number, email 
and church membership of 

the submitter; 2) name, phone 
number, email and church 
membership of the candidate, 
and 3) a 200-300 word essay 
explaining why the candidate 
should be considered for Ar-
kansas Baptist Businessperson 
of the Year, including the im-
pact he or she makes in the 
business world, as well as his 
or her involvement in church/
ministries/missions.

Submissions for the contest 
must be received on or before 
Nov. 1. Email nominations to 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org or 
mail printed entries to ABN 
Baptist Businessperson of 
Year, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR 72204.

arkansasbaptist.org/columns
Read more viewpoints online at
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Arkansas church helps take gospel to Ethiopia
Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

MOUNTAIN HOME – A 
counter-cultural movement is 
starting in a tribal city in Ethi-
opia. The Kara tribe is experi-
encing a revival and the move-
ment of God’s Spirit, with the 
help of an Arkansas 
Baptist church.  

Lale Labuko, 33, 
is a part of the Kara 
tribe in Dus, Ethio-
pia. Labuko received 
his education from 
missionaries and be-
came the first person 
in his tribe to come to 
the United States. He gradu-
ated from Amherst College in 
Massachusetts. Instead of stay-
ing in America after gradua-
tion, he went back to Ethiopia 
so God could use him to im-
pact his tribe. 

“The Kara tribe has been 

practicing what is called mingi 
for perhaps 1,000 years,” 
said Sam Bailey, pastor of 
Twin Lakes Baptist Church 
in Mountain Home. “Mingi 
is a curse that they believe 
goes on a child. If a child is 
cursed, they would throw it in 
the river, or they would stuff 

dirt in its mouth and 
throw it out in the 
bush to die.”

Children were con-
sidered cursed if they 
had women mingi, girl 
mingi or teeth mingi. 
Women mingi is when 
the elders in the vil-
lage did not approve 

of a child being born to a mar-
ried couple. Girl mingi is when 
a baby is born out of wedlock, 
and teeth mingi is when a 
baby’s top teeth show before 
their bottom teeth.

Every time a baby is de-
clared cursed, the elders force 

the child to be killed, usually 
by the mother’s hand. Hun-
dreds of thousands of chil-
dren have been killed in the 
Kara tribe. If a “cursed” child 
were to stay alive on the tribe’s 
land, the Kara people would 
fear that their ancestors would 
bring disease, famine and  
drought. 

Labuko began taking in 
children who were declared 
cursed and started an orphan-
age called Omo Child Home. 
In a documentary titled, “Go 
Before Me,” Labuko is seen 
pleading with a pregnant wom-
an’s father saying, “Let me be a 
river. Let me be a bush. Please 
give me the baby after the 
birth.”

Later in the documentary, 
Labuko challenged the Kara 
elders to stop the practice of 
mingi even after they threat-
ened to kill him. The elders fi-
nally voted to stop the custom. 

“The Kara people believe 
that the sign of God is when it 
rains. Right after they voted to 
stop mingi, there was a pouring 
rain,” said Bailey. “I’ve been 
in the ministry for 43 years, 
and I’ve never seen anything 
like this. It’s the most amazing 
thing I’ve seen.”

Although the Kara tribe has 
stopped mingi, two other tribes 
in the area continue to prac-
tice it. The Omo Child Home 
continues to take in children 
from those tribes. Approxi-
mately 50 children now live in 
the home with 11 nannies to 
care for them. 

A business in Austin, Texas, 
has committed to give the or-

Bailey

Lale Labuko, a part of the Kara tribe in Dus, Ethiopia, with baby Dibora.

phanage $10,000 a month, 
which is the cost to run Omo 
Child Home. After Labuko 
came to Mountain Home 
through a connection with 
Prestonwood Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Twin Lakes Bap-
tist Church raised $18,000 
on June 25, so he could  
build a church: New Life  
Ethiopia.

“This has created a revival 
in our church,” said Bailey. 
“There is an unreached group 
of almost 200,000 in those 
three tribes that will now have 
a Southern Baptist church 
planted in the middle of it.”

Sarah Davis is a former Arkan-
sas Baptist News intern.

continued from page 6
NEXT
ers, businesspersons, counsel-
ors, social workers, medical 
professionals, coaches and 
leaders in a number of other 
job fields. 

Matthew Shepherd, First 
Baptist Church, El Dorado; 
Wyman Richardson, Cen-
tral Baptist Church, North 
Little Rock; David Talbert, 
Bayou Meto Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville; Ed Simpson, 
Calvary Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, and Steven 
McAbee, Immanuel Baptist  

continued from page 2
BOARD Church, Magnolia.

– Announced the next 
meeting of the board will 
be held immediately fol-
lowing the Tuesday, Nov. 7,  
afternoon session of the 
ABSC Annual Meeting at 
First Baptist Church in Rus-
sellville. The final meeting of 
the board for 2017 will be held 
at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 
28, at the Baptist building in  
Little Rock.

Contact Tim Yarbrough at 
tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

Pray for us as we prepare 
each one of them to engage 
local and global cultures 
through a Christ-centered 
worldview.

Robert Foster is chairman 
of the department of Christian 
ministries at Williams Baptist 
College.
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Arkansas plans to appeal 
judge’s abortion ban ruling

ABN BOARD MEETS – Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) board member Danny Allen 
(right), pastor of Rison Baptist Church, Rison, shares a devotion at the Aug. 10 ABN 
Board of Directors meeting in Little Rock. Allen is one of 15 Arkansas Baptists who 
serve on the state Baptist newspaper board from across the state. Also shown is Bob 
Beach (left), of Little Rock, board president, and Jennifer Booth of Little Rock, board 
finance committee chair. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas attorney general plans to 
appeal a ruling by a federal 
judge banning four new abor-
tion restrictions set to take ef-
fect in the Natural State.

U.S. District Judge Kristine 
Baker issued a preliminary 
injunction July 28 against 
the new restrictions, three of 
which were set to take effect in 
Arkansas Aug. 1. The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and 
the Center for Reproductive 
Rights had challenged the 
measures, suing on behalf of 
Dr. Frederick Hopkins, a Little 
Rock abortion provider, ac-
cording to media reports.

Included in Baker’s ruling 
are a ban on a second-trimester 
procedure and a fetal remains 
law that opponents say would 
effectively require a partner's 
consent before a woman could 
get an abortion. Also included 
in the judge’s ban is a proce-
dure known as dilation and 
evacuation. Abortion rights 
supporters contend it’s the saf-
est and most common proce-
dure used in second-trimester 
abortions, but the state calls it 
barbaric and “dismemberment 
abortion,” saying it can have 
emotional consequences for 
the women who undergo it.

Similar abortion restric-
tions are in effect in Mississip-
pi and West Virginia and have 
been blocked by court rulings 
in Alabama, Kansas, Louisiana 
and Oklahoma. An abortion 
restriction set to take effect 
in Texas in September is also 
being challenged in court.

Arkansas Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge will join other 
states in challenging the ban, 
a spokesman of Rutledge’s of-

fice told the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette.

The Arkansas Legislature 
passed the ban on the pro-
cedure used last year in all 
Arkansas abortions past 12 
weeks, according to media 
reports. Lawmakers, who 
dubbed it “dismemberment” 
abortion, also passed laws that 
required abortion providers to 
obtain past medical records for 
women who know the sex of 
the fetus; required law enforce-
ment officials to be notified of 
abortions performed on girls 
under 17; and mandated that 
doctors seek input of family 
members and sexual partners 
of the women over what to do 
with the fetal remains.

Rose Mimms, executive 
director of Arkansas Right to 
Life, said Judge Baker ruled 
as expected, but said it is her 
hope that Rutledge will pur-
sue overturning the ruling 
through the 8th Circuit Court 
of Appeals.

“Unfortunately we got just 
what we expected from Judge 
Baker. She has enjoined com-
mon sense pro-life laws before 
and seems to do all she can to 
ensure that abortion in Arkan-
sas remains unrestricted, even 
the dismemberment abortion 
procedure that rips apart the 
tiny bodies of living innocent 
unborn children and abor-
tions based on the gender 
of the unborn child,” said 
Mimms.

“Judge Baker also enjoined 
a law that protects minor girls 
under the age of 14 who ob-
tain abortions and could be 
victims of rape, sex-predators 
or sex-traffickers. She went so 
far as to even stop a law that 

treats the dead bodies of the 
tiniest members of our human 
family as any other human 
body is at death.”

Larry Page, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Commission, which re-
ceives funds from the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, 
said Judge Baker’s ruling was 
unfortunate, as it bans restric-
tions on one of the most “bar-
baric” of abortion practices.

“The most significant of 
those laws would have banned 
the abortion procedure known 
as the D and E (dilation and 
evacuation) technique. It is the 
most common procedure used 
to abort babies in the second-
trimester of pregnancy,” said 
Page. “D and E abortions are 
barbaric; the unborn baby is 
literally torn apart – dismem-
bered – and all without any 
anesthesia to spare the baby 
the horrible pain that the 
murderous abortionist inflicts 
on the tiny child. Dr. (Josef) 
Mengele, the infamous Nazi 
doctor, would no doubt have 
approved the method.”

Page added, “The director 
of the Arkansas chapter of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union remarked that, ‘Arkan-
sas women can feel a little re-
lief today, knowing that these 
laws are blocked from taking 
effect.’  I doubt that the many 
female infants whose lives will 
end brutally by this procedure 
would express those senti-
ments if given the chance.

“We should pray that the 
federal appellate court will re-
verse this decision and restore 
some sanity and humanity into 
what has evolved into a culture 
of death,” he said.
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WALNUT RIDGE – Joseph 
“Bubba” Blackwood is the new  
director of police and campus 
safety at Williams Baptist Col-
lege (WBC).

Blackwood, a Northeast 
Arkansas native, has 
more than 20 years of 
law enforcement ex-
perience and served 
most recently as the 
captain of the nar-
cotics division of the 
Walnut Ridge Police 
Department.

“My interest in law 
enforcement came at 
a very early age. I always said 
it’s what I would do when I 
grew up, and it’s what I love. 
I have family that were, and 

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

LITTLE ROCK – A service 
will be held to observe the 
National Day of Remem-
brance for Aborted Chil-
dren from 11:30 a.m.-noon 
on Saturday, Sept. 9, at the 
Memorial Garden for the 
Unborn in Little Rock, 
1515 S. University Ave.

“Pro-life Americans will 
honor the memory of the 
more than 50 million un-
born victims of abortion” 
at the service, reads a flyer 
produced by Arkansas Right 
to Life.

“Solemn prayer services 
will be held simultaneously 
at gravesites around the 
country where abortion vic-
tims have been buried, as 
well as at many other memo-
rial sites dedicated in their 
honor,” the flyer states.

Father Thomas Keller, 
retired priest and chaplain 
of Catholic Diocese of Lit-
tle Rock, will preside at the 
service. Among the speak-
ers at the event will be Rose 
Mimms, executive director 
of Arkansas Right to Life.

National Day of Remembrance
for Aborted Children Sept. 9

Blackwood to direct WBC police

Blackwood

still are, in law enforcement. 
It’s a passion, and it’s not for 
everyone, but if it fits you, 
it’s all you want to do,” said  
Blackwood.

Blackwood’s experience 
covers the region, as 
he spent time with 
the Hoxie and Poca-
hontas police depart-
ments before settling 
in at Walnut Ridge as 
a patrolman and K-9 
officer and eventually 
becoming the captain 
of narcotics.

“We are excited to 
have Bubba serve as our new 
director of police and campus 
safety at Williams Baptist Col-
lege,” said Jeremy Dutschke, 

vice president for enrollment 
management and student ser-
vices at Williams.  

“He possesses a wealth of 
experience in law enforce-
ment that will be very valu-
able as our department con-
tinues to grow and develop. 
Bubba’s established rela-
tionship with Walnut Ridge 
will also be a great asset as 
we continue to work closely 
with other local agencies to 
keep the WBC campus and  
surrounding community  
safe.”

Blackwood and his wife, 
Lavesta, have two sons.

Williams Baptist is a four-
year liberal arts college located 
in Walnut Ridge.

Right to Life crosses found, not trailer
LITTLE ROCK – An anony-
mous tip to the offices of Ar-
kansas Right to Life on Aug. 
11 led to the recovery of thou-
sands of small crosses that 
were inside a trailer stolen 
from the pro-life organization.

The crosses were recovered 

in the Landmark community 
in southern Pulaski County, 
said Rose Mimms, executive 
director of Arkansas Right 
to Life, in a press release. 
The Crosses for Life Memo-
rial Outreach trailer was not  
recovered.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock, is 

prayerfully seeking a full-time senior  
pastor. Send resumes to pastorsearch@cbclr.
org.

Calvary Baptist Church in NLR is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 5025 
Lynch Drive, NLR AR 72117, Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arkadelphia 
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Send 
resumes and references to Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road, Arkadelphia, AR 
71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

Effective Aug. 1, 2017, the pastor search 
committee of Faith Southern Baptist Church 
in Huntsville will begin accepting resumes for 
a bi-vocational pastor. Mail resumes to: 
Faith Southern Baptist Church, PO Box 273, 
Huntsville, AR 72740. 479-738-2487. Resumes 
accepted until Oct. 1, 2017.

FBC Gould, AR, seeking full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Gould First Baptist Church, Pas-
tor Search Committee, P.O. Box 375, Gould, AR 
71643.

2nd Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, is look-
ing for bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to PO Box 1289, Siloam Springs, AR 
72761.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

OTHER STAFF POSITIONSPASTOR more information go to www.firstbaptistmanila.
org/jobs.

SBC church in Shreveport, LA, is seeking a 
worship pastor who will oversee all aspects 
of the worship ministry and will work with the 
senior pastor in worship planning. He will be a 
member of the Executive Team. He will lead and 
oversee both the blended service and the mod-
ern service. Our church averages 1400 in wor-
ship and has a large choir of 100 people that are 
involved in the blended service every Sunday. He 
will be a man of integrity who is seeking to walk 
in an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ both 
in private and in public. The worship pastor will 
be a competent leader who has demonstrated 
growth in his worship ministry both in his cur-
rent and past ministry context. Send resume 
and media clips to pastor@summergrove.org. 
Requirements: •Southern Baptist Theological 
education preferred.  • College degree in music.  
• Minimum of five years’ experience leading con-
gregation worship including choir and orchestra.  
• Ministry experience in a church of 500 or larger 
is preferred. Compensation package includes 
salary and benefits.

Seeking full-time pastor to children 
and families: East Side of Paragould is seek-
ing God’s man to lead a thriving children’s min-
istry and to assist our families in parenting and 
disciple making. We are a loving and serving 
church in a growing community with quality 
schools. Send resume to Phillip Miller: pmiller@
connect2eastside.com.

First Baptist Church of Paragould is seek-
ing a bi-vocational worship leader for 
a blended worship style. Submit resume to 
P.O. Box 816 Paragould, AR 72451 or email  

fbc@paragould.net.
Trinity Baptist Church, Benton, AR is seeking 

a full-time student minister. Mail re-
sumes to 702 Church Street, Benton, AR 72015 
or email resumes to: trinitybenton@ymail.com.

Rye Hill Baptist Church in Fort Smith is ac-
cepting resumes for a part-time youth min-
ister. Please send resumes by email to carla@
ryehill.org.

Central Baptist White Hall, AR, is accept-
ing resumes for a full-time youth and  
education pastor. To be considered, please 
contact CBC Youth Pastor Search Committee, 
PO Box 20336, White Hall, AR  71612-0336 or 
cbcsecretary@cablelynx.com.

Union Avenue Baptist Church in Wynne, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Call 870-238-2230 or 870-208-5990.

Seeking a full-time children’s minis-
ter with multiple years of experience. Degree 
preferred. Must be capable of planning and 
executing a weekly children’s ministry. Will co-
ordinate with day-school director and preschool 
minister. Need to be a team player and must 
be capable of working with volunteers. Send 
resumes to: resumes@firstmarion.org or FBC 
Marion, PO Box 6, Marion, AR 72364.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR, (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to 
leading a blended worship service. Resumes 
may be mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 
190, Bay, AR 72411 or submitted to www.
bayfbc.org.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Small church needs music director.  
Sundays only. Contact sulliglenda@yahoo.com 
if interested.

FREE - Allen Digital Organ. Must pick 
up. VVBC Eureka Springs 479-253-5714.

Does your preaching reach lost souls? 
Order “Preaching with Evangelistic 
Persuasion.” Available for $10 from Ben 
Rogers Evangelistic Assoc., 303 Hampton 
Court, Longview, TX 75605, 903-753-2959.

Desperation Revivals: KJV preaching 
for traditional SBC churches (479) 
644-0085.

Rock Hill Baptist Church, Lockesburg, AR, 
is looking for a 12-passenger van with 
low mileage. Contact: Roger Tollett: 870-
582-2180.

MISCELLANEOUS

The North Arkansas Baptist Association is 
currently accepting resumes for the position 
of association missionary. Please sub-
mit a resume by email to searchcommittee@
nabaptist.org and please mail a duplicate copy 
to NABA Attn: Search Team 319 N. Chestnut St. 
Harrison, AR 72601. Resumes will be accepted 
through October 15th 2017. Please check out 
the AM Description on our website at: nabap-
tist.org.

Bradley Baptist Church is seeking a part-
time youth pastor. Music abilities are a 
plus. Housing is provided. Send resume and 
cover letter to bradleybaptistchurchsbc@gmail.
com. Website: www.bradleybaptistchurch.com.

Hopedale Baptist Church in Ozark, Mis-
souri, is positioned for dynamic growth in the 
south Springfield metropolitan area. We are 
seeking an innovative and passionate leader 
to join our team as associate pastor to 
emerging generations. Averaging 350 
in worship, Hopedale is blessed with a unified 
ministry staff that is passionate in reaching our  
community with the gospel. You may send 
resumes to tkendrick@hopedale.org. The job 
description for this position is available at 
hopedale.org.

First Baptist Lepanto, AR, is seeking a full-
time youth pastor. Some experience re-
quired. Music abilities a plus for combo position. 
Housing is provided. Send resume and cover 
letter to anthony@fbclepanto.com. Website: 
www.fbclepanto.com.

Manila FBC is receiving resumes for a full-
time youth/worship or youth pastor. For 

Valley Baptist Church in 
Searcy will host Steve Hutton, 
a former PGA (Professional 
Golfers’ Association) profes-
sional, from Madison, Miss.,  
Aug. 27.

Hutton is author of “Pride 
Aside: A Father’s Journey 

Obituaries

Church life

Raymond Henry Reed, 90, 
of Grady, died 
Aug. 10. 

He served 
as pastor of 
churches in Ar-
kansas, Texas 
and Washing-
ton. 

He also served as director 
of missions (associational mis-
sionary) in Texas and Arkan-
sas.  

Due to failing health, Reed 
retired August 2016 after hav-
ing served 26 years as pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Grady, 
completing 68 years of minis-
try.  

Reed served as director of 
missions for Bartholomew 
Baptist Association in Warren 
from 1971-1988.

He and his wife, Norene,  
spent 15 years serving the mi-
grant population and develop-
ing a mission center in Bradley 
County.

In 1944, he enlisted in the 
U. S. Navy following gradu-
ation from Huntsville High 

Through His Son’s Addic-
tion.”

Sunday morning services 
are at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
The Sunday evening seminar 
will begin at 6 p.m., followed 
by a Q-and-A session. 

For more information, call 
the church office at 501-268-
7501.

First Baptist Church in 
Lavaca will host a Church 

School in Huntsville, serving 
on the USS President Jackson 
in the South Pacific during 
World War II. He was dis-
charged in 1946. 

Reed entered Ouachita Bap-
tist College (now Ouachita 
Baptist University) in 1947. 

In 1978, he was named Di-
rector of Missions of the Year, 
an honor given annually by 
Ouachita Baptist University.

While serving at First Bap-
tist Church in Grady, Reed 
was named Man of the Year by 
Lincoln County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Funeral services were 
held Aug. 15 at First Baptist 
Church in Grady. Burial took 
place Aug. 16 at Bluff Cem-
etery in Springdale.

arkansasbaptist.org

Security Planning and In-
truder Response training 
certification course by Strat-
egos International of Kan-
sas City, Mo., Sept. 8-9.  
Everyone is invited to at-
tend the two-day training 
or a one-day (Saturday only)  
training.

For more information or to 
register visit intruderresponse.
com/schedule or call First Bap-
tist Church at 479-674-2293.

Place your 
classified here! 

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ads 
to use our easy online form!
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Reluctance is something we are all 
familiar with. A review of various dic-
tionaries supplies the basic definition: 
“an unwillingness or disinclination to 
do something.” Reluctance is mani-
fested by reasons or excuses. Reluctance 
comes from the Latin 
word reluctari, which 
means “to struggle 
against.” Although 
it is not inherently 
good or bad, there 
is always a struggle 
when reluctance is 
present. Reluctance can be a 
good thing in that it can mo-
tivate us to assess whether 
we have the appropriate re-
sources and expertise to ac-
complish the task. However, 
a reluctance to follow God’s 
call on our lives is never a 
good thing.

In our Scripture lesson, 
Moses encountered God 
in the burning bush. God 
wanted Moses to deliver His 
people from Egypt and lead them to Ca-
naan. It would be a daunting task and 
humanly impossible. Moses had God’s 
promise that He would accompany him 
and that his people would come to that 
very mountain to worship Him (Ex. 
3:10-12). However, Moses was reluctant 
and gave five excuses why not to accept 

and obey God’s call.
Moses’ excuses in succession covered 

lack of credentials, insufficient knowl-
edge, lack of trust and confidence, lack 
of communication skills and lack of com-
mitment. God countered each excuse 

to the point that  
Moses was with-
out excuse. How-
ever, it was the last 
excuse, a request, 
that kindled God’s 
anger against Moses 
(Ex. 4:14). Moses 

asked God to send someone 
else (Ex. 4:13). God called 
Moses, and although God 
was gracious and gave Moses 
help by sending Aaron to be 
His spokesman and encour-
ager, the call remained (Ex. 
4:14-16).

Reluctance to obey 
God’s call on our lives is 
a sin. No excuse can stand 
against the  sovereignty and 
omnipotence of a Holy 

God. Moses was insufficient for the 
task, but God was sufficient. We are in-
sufficient, but God is sufficient. When 
God calls us, He equips us. We must 
get our eyes off our failures, inabilities 
and lack of confidence and get a vision 
of God and what He can do through us 
when we are obedient.

ing story in our lives: times when God 
answered prayer, protected, healed, 
guided, calmed or interceded. When 
atheists such as Richard Dawkins try 
to discount God, they are unable to ex-
plain the changed lives of the disciples 

who ran away at 
the crucifixion but 
were willing to die 
after the resurrec-
tion. Our God-sto-
ries are a knockout 
punch to Satan’s 
lies.

The third round is won 
by those who have perse-
vered. Recently, I had the 
privilege of meeting a young 
Muslim-background believ-
er. His heart’s desire is for 
his family to know Christ. 
Every time he has returned 
home, he has been beaten, 
shot, stabbed or stoned. Yet 
he keeps going back to tell 
his story. When asked why, 
he answers, “Every round 

of torture gives strength to my testimony 
that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth 
and the life.”

Pacquiao has many wins on record, 
but as believers we get to be a part 
of the greatest victory of all eternity: 
Every knee will bow and every tongue 
will confess Jesus Christ is Lord.

Moses and Aaron’s confrontation 
with Pharaoh reminds me of some old 
Westerns. A couple of gunslingers in 
the local saloon would square off. After 
an exchange of threats with pushing 
and shoving, the sheriff would run in 
and break it up. 
You knew the big 
shoot-out would 
come later. The 
exchange with 
Pharaoh was a pre-
view of the bigger 
confrontation that 
would come when the 
Lord would send the 10 
plagues.

Moses and Aaron did 
as the Lord commanded. 
They went before Pha-
raoh, and he requested 
a miracle. Moses told 
Aaron to throw down 
his staff, and it turned 
into a serpent (Ex. 7:10). 
Pharaoh’s wise men and 
sorcerers threw their 
staffs down, and they became serpents 
(Ex. 7:11).  Aaron’s staff swallowed their 
staffs (Ex. 7:12). Pharaoh was not per-
suaded, and his heart was hardened just 
as the Lord had said (Ex. 7:13). 

The Lord was showing Pharaoh, the 
Egyptians and Israel that He alone is the 
sovereign God and He alone is worthy of 
worship. He wanted Israel to know He 

was going to redeem them, give them 
a land and make them His people. His 
purpose was, “You will know that I am 
Yahweh your God” (Ex. 6:7, HCSB). 
Through judgment, the Lord had the 
same purpose for the Egyptians, “The 

Egyptians will 
know that I am 
Yahweh” (Ex. 7:5, 
HCSB). Exodus 
12:38 gives an 
indication that 
Egyptians may 
have joined the 

Exodus. It was the Lord’s 
desire that the people 
would respond in faith 
and worship Him on the 
mountain where Moses 
encountered the burning 
bush (Ex. 3:12).

Pharaoh saw some awe-
some displays of God’s 
power; yet his heart was 
hardened. The harden-
ing of Pharaoh’s heart is 
a warning to all believers. 

A sinful heart must respond by faith to 
God’s Word if it is to be changed by the 
grace of God. The writer of Hebrews 
gave this warning: “Today, if you hear 
His voice, do not harden your hearts” 
(Heb. 3:7-8, HCSB). We must trust in 
God’s Word, respond to Him in faith, 
cast down our idols and worship Him as 
the only true and sovereign God.

As evidenced in this passage, demon-
ic powers are real. Even though we do 
not always recognize them in America, 
they are here and they are real. Ask 
any teenager in any high school and 
that teen will tell you about the Satan 
worshippers in the 
school. As a young 
missionary, I will 
never forget the first 
time I found myself 
face to face with a 
witch doctor. She 
told me I had to 
leave the village because the 
power in me far exceeded 
her own. As frightening 
as that moment was, I am 
incredibly grateful that the 
power of He Who is in me 
is greater than he who is in 
the world (1 John 4:4). 

When believers are at a 
standoff against evil, Jesus 
gives us the key to victory in 
this passage. The disciples 
tried to cast out the demons 
in the man’s son but with no success. 
They were confused and concerned. 
After all, Jesus had given them authority 
to cast out demons. What went wrong? 
“This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer” (Mark 9:29, ESV). 
Just imagine the answered prayers this 
group would have known about: A wall 
was built in 52 days (Neh. 6:15); Esther 

went against protocol (Esth. 4:14-16), 
and Joshua defeated the Amalekites 
(Ex. 17:11-13).

Now add the prayer life of Jesus they 
would have witnessed! He had prayed 
the Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6), teaching 

them how to pray. 
He had gotten up 
early in the morn-
ings to go and pray. 
He had prayed for 
Lazarus to rise from 
the dead (John 
11:41-44), and 

Lazarus did rise on God’s 
authority. You see, the au-
thority given them was not 
given to them apart from 
prayer, which was their ac-
cess to the power behind 
the authority.

When I was a mission-
ary, there were a few believ-
ers in our village. On my 
first visit they said, “We 
have been praying for you 
to come for 10 years!” The 

B’laans did not know they were praying 
for the Parker family, but God did. He 
heard them, and He answered. Today 
the witch doctor is a believer, and the 
village has a church. Demonic forces 
are real. But God is greater. The prayer 
of the B’laans for their village is evi-
dence. Are you relying on the power be-
hind our authority today?

Gayla Parker
Little Rock

Reluctance
Exodus 3:4-14; 4:13-16
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Gerald Nash
Conway

My family and I served many years as 
missionaries in General Santos City in 
the Philippines. Boxing fans will know 
General Santos as the home of Manny 
Pacquiao. Impressive as Pacquiao’s vic-
tories over the years are, they pale in 
comparison to the 
battle recorded in 
Revelation 12:7-12.

The passage 
starts with a major 
takedown in the 
heavens when Mi-
chael and his angels 
threw Satan down to earth 
where the battle resumed. 
Round one (and the final 
round) is/will be won with 
the victorious blood of Jesus 
Christ. His death, burial 
and resurrection provided 
the knockout punch to 
death for those who believe.

Round two is won by 
the Word and testimony. 
Hebrews 4:12 tells us that 
the Word of God is sharper 
than any two-edged sword, certainly 
enough to defeat Satan as Jesus mod-
eled in His desert experience when He 
faced every temptation with Scripture 
(Matt. 4). Alongside the Word is our 
testimony, our God-stories. This in-
cludes the testimony of our salvation 
and the testimony of God’s continu-

Satan
REvElation 12:7-12

BiBlE StudiES for lifE

Confrontation
Exodus 7:1-13

ExplorE thE BiBlE

Demons
MaRk 9:17-29
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Gayla Parker
Little Rock
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