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Ben Sells named 16th president of Ouachita Baptist 
ARKADELPHIA – Ben R. 
Sells was named the 16th presi-
dent of Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity (OBU) April 7. Sells is 
the first OBU president in six 
decades without direct ties to 
the institution prior to serving 
as its chief leader.

“Please understand. We 
have not called an outsider. In 
fact, Ouachita’s new president 
is very much a close family rel-
ative,” Jay Heflin, chairman of 
the OBU Board of Trustees, 

said of Sells.
“He is an individual who 

grew up in a Baptist 
university president’s 
home; he and his wife 
both served abroad and 
stateside with the Inter-
national Mission Board 
(IMB); he has served 
with multiple Christian 
liberal arts institutions 
of higher learning, and 
he is an able and dedi-
cated church member in his 

local congregation,” said He-
flin. “As you can see, he is a 

kin to us in so many 
ways.”

Sells, a Missouri 
native, comes to 
Ouachita via Taylor 
University, a private 
institution located in 
Upland, Ind., where 
he served as vice presi-
dent for university ad-
vancement for more 

than nine years. While Sells’ 

was at Taylor, the school was 
regularly listed by U.S. News 
and World Report as the top 
ranked baccalaureate college 
in the midwest. Ouachita has 
held the same honor within 
the southern region of the 
U.S.

Sells has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Southwest 
Baptist University in Bolivar, 
Mo., and two degrees, a Master 
of Arts and a PhD in higher 
and adult education, from the See SELLS page 3

Sells

University of Missouri in Co-
lumbia, Mo. 

In addition to his experi-
ence in higher education, Sells 
served as vice president for 
Avis Industrial Corporation, 
senior vice president of devel-
opment for Enactus, coordina-
tor of the IMB’s International 
Learning Center near Rich-
mond, Va., and director of the 
IMB’s International Centre 
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‘America is in trouble,’ Graham tells Arkansans 

Franklin Graham, son of famed Evangelist Billly Graham, 
speaks on the steps of the Arkansas Capitol April 12 dur-
ing his Decision America Tour. Arkansans gathered for 
the rally (right), share their own message for America. 
Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Franklin 
Graham, the son of prominent 
Baptist evangelist Billy Gra-
ham, called Arkansas Chris-
tians to redirect America to-
wards Christ through political 
action during a recent 
visit to the state.

Graham spoke to a 
crowd of around 5,000 
people April 12 during 
the Little Rock stop of 
Decision America, a tour 
in which Graham is trav-
eling to all 50 states in 
order to pray, preach and 
challenge fellow believers 
to vote and become ac-
tive in the political pro-
cess.

“We’re here today be-
cause all of us agree that 
our nation is in trouble,” 
said Graham. “Our na-
tion is in trouble spiri-
tually, racially, economi-
cally and politically. And I can 
tell you right now that there is 
no political party that is going 
to be able to turn this thing 
around. … The only hope for 
this country, the only hope, is 
almighty God.”

The scriptural basis for Gra-
ham’s speech was found in the 
book of Nehemiah. He com-
pared Nehemiah’s confession 
of the sins of himself and his 
family to the confession that 
Christians should make in re-
gards to the sins of the United 
States.

“God heard Nehemiah’s 
prayer. He gave him favor. The 
pagan king whom he served al-
lowed him to go back to Jerusa-
lem. He carried letters. He was 
able to rebuild those walls and 
in 52 days after returning to 
Jerusalem he rebuilt the walls 

of that city,” said Graham. 
“The moral and political 

walls of our nation are crum-
bling,” he said. “Any type of 
wicked thought and activity 
comes and goes. … Our educa-
tors, many of our politicians 
and many of our churches are 
more concerned about po-

litical correctness than 
about God’s truth and 
His righteousness.”

Using Nehemiah’s 
prayer as a model, Gra-
ham asked the crowd to 
join hands and take a mo-
ment to confess the sins 
of their country, them-
selves and their families 
to God. He also asked 
the crowd to pray for the 
all of the public servants 
and elected officials serv-
ing in Arkansas.

Graham then pre-
sented the gospel to the 
crowd and urged anyone 
who had never accepted 
Christ as their personal 

Savior to invite God to enter 
their hearts and lives by follow-
ing him in a sinner’s prayer.

“You may be here today ask-
ing this question when you 

See GRAHAM page 11
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Religious liberty bills  
prompt travel bans 

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– At least nine U.S. cit-
ies and five states have 
banned non-essential 
travel by government em-
ployees to North Caro-
lina, Mississippi or both, 
claiming religious liberty 
bills adopted there dis-
criminate against homo-
sexual and transgendered 
persons. A Mississippi 
pastor told Baptist Press 
he’s proud of his state 
legislature’s courage and 
confused by the seeming 
hypocrisy of some critics. 
Pastors in Vermont and 
Washington – two states 
to enact bans – said such 
actions are a predictable 
outworking of the secu-
lar worldview that domi-
nates their local cultures. 
Joining Washington and 
Vermont in instituting 
travel bans were the states 
of New York, Minnesota 
and Connecticut. Cities 
to institute bans included 
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, 
Portland, Ore., San Fran-
cisco; Santa Fe, N.M., and 
Washington, according to 
USA Today.

Canada closes doors to  
religious freedom office
CANADA (BP) – Can-
ada’s new Liberal Party 
government decided the 
country no longer needs 
an office dedicated to re-
ligious freedom, allowing 
it to expire on March 31. 
“We now have one less 
strong partner and one 
less voice for religious 
freedom,” Katrina Lantos 
Swett, commissioner of 
the United States Com-
mission on International 
Religious Freedom, told 
WORLD News Service. 
“This is a very unfortu-
nate message to send out 
to the rest of the world at 
this time.” Newly-elected 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, leader of the 
Liberal Party of Canada, 
moved to close the office.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Video endorsing candidate for SBC
president of little concern to leaders
ALEXANDRIA, La. (ASBP) 
– In response to media re-
quests, two Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC) entity 
heads expressed little concern 
about the recent flap regard-
ing denominational employ-
ees endorsing candidates for 
SBC president, and another 
declined to comment.

 The inquiries to these three 
leaders followed the report 
that David Platt, president 
of the International Mission 
Board (IMB), said he was an 
unwitting participant in a cam-
paign video for J.D. Greear, 
pastor of Summit Church in 
Durham, N. C., and a church 
planter for Acts 29, a church 
network that rejects non-Cal-
vinist church planters and 
solely promotes Calvinistic 
governance.

The Association of State 
Baptist Publications (ASBP) 
undertook a joint project to 
get reaction from the two other 
entity heads who participated 
in the electioneering ad, “It’s 
Tricky,” and obtain comments 
from the head of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee, generally 
seen as an honest broker for 
promoting and protecting the 
interests of Southern Baptist 
churches, which compose the 
Convention.

ERLC
Russell Moore, president 

of the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission (ERLC) 

who has spo-
ken at Acts 
29 events, ap-
peared in the 
Greear video, 
saying the 
catch phrase, 
“It’s tricky,” a 
theme repeat-
ed through-
out the cam-

paign ad as a parody of the 
Run DMC rap song by the 
same title.

An ERLC representative 
responded to the Tennes-
see Baptist and Reflector that 
Moore was “unavailable,” and 
attempts to reach him directly 
were unsuccessful.

SEBTS
The president of South-

eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Danny Akin, who 

also repeated, “It’s tricky,” in 
support of Greear, was more 
accommodating.

Akin, who penned a quali-
fied endorsement for a mar-
riage book written by Acts 29 
founder Mark Driscoll, said 
he did not think “being an en-
tity head” should prohibit or 

prevent any-
one “from ex-
pressing their 
support of a 
candidate or 
several candi-
dates.”

“I told J.D. 
… I thought 
he would do 
an excellent 

job,” Akin explained to The 
Alabama Baptist, noting that 
no other candidates at that 
time had been declared.

Greear was named a candi-
date March 2.

Steve Gaines, pastor of Bel-
levue Baptist Church in Mem-
phis, Tenn., was named March 
9, followed by David Crosby, 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in New Orleans, La., who was 
named March 24.

“Steve Gaines is also a 
close friend and has been so 
for many years. I do not know 
David Crosby well, but I was 
grateful for his willingness to 
nominate Fred Luter as the 
president of the SBC. I have 
no doubt that each of these 
men would serve our conven-
tion of churches well.”

Akin said his top priority 
is that the SBC president be 

“passionately committed to 
theological integrity, as em-
bodied in the Baptist Faith 
and Message 2000, North 
American church planting and 
international missions.”

SBC Executive Committee
SBC Executive Commit-

tee   President Frank Page 
told the Louisiana Baptist Mes-
sage the matter is not one his  
entity would be looking to ad-
dress.

“Southern Baptist history 
is illuminating,” he replied 
via email. “At various times, 
entity heads served as SBC 
president. At other times, they 
nominated SBC presidents or 
commented on SBC presiden-
tial nominees.”

He added that it was a free 
speech issue, something the 
Executive Committee had 
“never attempted to regulate” 

to his knowl-
edge. “I don’t 
a n t i c i p a t e 
that chang-
ing anytime 
soon.”

He also 
said social 
media  i s 
changing the 

medium, but not the practice 
of Southern Baptists speaking 
their minds in “an active ex-
change of ideas.”

“This all seems healthy,” 
Page wrote. “Can it be distract-
ing? That would seem to de-
pend on the spirit in which it 
is done.”

Moore

Akin

Page

IMB
 Meanwhile, Platt expressed 

apparent disappointment his 
image and words were used by 
Greear for such a purpose.

In a March 23 email to an 
IMB trustee, Platt explained 
that Greear contacted him, 
“while I was overseas in the 
Middle East.”

He said he was asked to 
shoot a 2-sec-
ond video 
saying the 
phrase, “It’s 
tricky,” but 
that he “had 
no idea what 
it was for.”

“Please be 
assured (and 
please assure 

anyone who asks you about it) 
that I am not personally (and 
we are certainly not organiza-
tionally) endorsing anyone for 
SBC president,” Platt wrote, 
noting he would “be thrilled” 
to serve alongside any “faithful 
Southern Baptist pastor who 
might be nominated to serve 
in this important role.”

The vote for the next SBC 
president will be held during 
the Convention's annual meet-
ing scheduled for June 14-15 
in St. Louis, Mo.

Contributing to this ASBP re-
port were Lonnie Wilkey, editor 
of the Tennessee Baptist and Re-
flector, Neisha Roberts, editorial 
production coordinator for The 
Alabama Baptist, and Will Hall, 
editor of the Louisiana Baptist 
Message.

Platt

Above is a screenshot from the YouTube video endorsing North Carolina pastor J.D. Greear for SBC president.
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China destroys 1,500  
crosses in crackdown
 
ZHEJIANG, China – 
More than 1,500 church 
crosses have been demol-
ished in the coastal prov-
ince of Zhejiang,  China, 
Christian activists claim. 
According to a report on 
the mirror.co.uk website, 
activists said the incident 
is part of a campaign tar-
geting churches through-
out Zhejiang province, 
which is known for its 
rising Christian popula-
tion. The dismantling of 
the cross stunned resi-
dents, caused three elder-
ly people to faint on the 
spot and has left a wound 
that “will never heal”, the 
employee said. “Although 
everyone has recovered, 
the wound to our hearts 
will never heal,” Gao 
Huifang told Reuters by 
telephone, the website re-
ported.

Bathroom legislation 
stirs Tenn. controversy

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
While legislation requir-
ing that students, from 
kindergarten to college, 
use bathrooms that cor-
respond to the sex listed 
on their birth certificates   
appeared to be dead, a 
House committee has 
acted to breathe new life 
into the bill, according to 
media reports. And now a 
Tennessee Baptist leader 
is urging church leaders 
to support it. In an email, 
Randy Davis, executive 
director of the Tennes-
see Baptist Convention, 
urged members to read 
Family Action of Tennes-
see leader David Fowler’s 
plea for action on be-
half of the bill to protect 
“the privacy of students 
in the bathrooms and 
locker rooms of our pub-
lic schools and colleges.” 
More than 75 Tennessee 
clergy signed a statement 
in opposition to the legis-
lation in February.

for Excellence in Leadership.
Ouachita’s immediate past 

president Rex Horne resigned 
in 2015 to become president 
of the Arkansas’ Independent 
Colleges and Universities. 
Charles Wright, retired dean 
of Ouachita’s School of Fine 
Arts, has served as interim 
president since Horne’s depar-
ture and will continue to serve 
in that role through the cur-
rent academic year. 

The search for a new presi-
dent took the Ouachita’s 
trustees nine months and the 
review of countless qualified 
candidates from across the 
country.

“The presidential search 
committee’s desire to do a 
national search was different 
than all of our presidential 
searches in recent history,” 
said Heflin. “Ultimately, I be-
lieve that this national search 
has brought Ouachita a new 
president who is wonderfully 
gifted in many ways.”

“Dr. Sells has a broad base 
of Christian, liberal arts expe-
rience and shares the values of 

our university honed by serv-
ing at a similar campus in a 
small town setting,” said Hef-
lin. “His experience and gift-
edness are a wonderful com-
pliment to the unique set of 
needs that Ouachita has at this 
time in her history.”

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, execu-
tive director of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention and 
OBU alum, said he was excit-
ed about Sells’ hiring.

“First, he is very uniquely 
qualified for this position; sec-
ond is his International Mis-
sion Board experience; third is 
that he is doctrinally aligned 
with Arkansas Baptists, and 
fourth is that he is just a really 
nice, humble person. Arkan-
sas Baptists will love him,” said 
Tucker.

Following the announce-
ment of his election, Sells ad-
dressed a number of Ouachita 
staff, friends and members of 
the media gathered inside the 
Walker Conference Center on 
Ouachita’s Arkadelphia cam-
pus.

“It continues to be a disrup-
tive time in higher education 
and it is a pivotal moment for 
Christian colleges,” said Sells. 
“But I am fundamentally a 
hopeful person.”

“Drawing some from histo-

New Ouachita Baptist University President Ben Sells addresses university staff, 
friends and the media following the announcment of his election April 7. Photo by 
Caleb Yarbrough

continued from page one

SELLS

ry about higher education and 
Christian higher education – 
when there are significant chal-
lenges there are also significant 
opportunities,” said Sells. “I 
think there is opportunity for 
a college like Ouachita, build-
ing on all the good things the 
Lord and others have done, 
to say, ‘What does it mean to 
dream even a larger dream in 
the sustaining and strengthen-
ing of our mission?’”

“J. R. Grant (Ouachita’s 
eighth president) said, ‘To 
lead Ouachita is a sacred un-
dertaking,’ and I agree,” said 

Sells. “So Lisa and I said to the 
trustees and we say to you, we 
pledge with God’s help and 
the help of God’s people called 
to Ouachita, to do our utmost 
for His highest as we come and 
join this community.”

Sells and his wife, Lisa, have 
four children: Emily (husband, 
Ben) Kenney; Patrick (wife, 
Sarah) Sells; Abby (husband, 
Tim) Miller, and Tyler, 14, a 
high school freshman.

This article was compiled from 
reporting by the Arkansas Baptist 
News and Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity.

LifeWay breaks ground at new location 

LifeWay employees gathered under a large tent on the site of the ministry’s new 
headquarters building in downtown Nashville to pray and dedicate the location.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
appeared to leave little doubt 
of its aggressive timetable April 
6 for construction of its new 
building, breaking ground for 
new headquarters just hours 
after closing the purchase of 
the property.

Within two years, LifeWay 
expects to move 1,100 employ-
ees into a new office building 
on 2.5 acres in Capitol View, a 
mixed-use urban development 
in Nashville's central business 
district.

The future site of the nine-
story, 250,000-square-foot 
building was primarily dirt 
and gravel when ground was 
broken April 6, with front-end 
loaders waiting idly beside a 
huge white tent. Hundreds of 
employees gathered for a brief 
ceremony to pray and dedicate 
the new location.

"There's really a singular 
purpose to this – to celebrate 
through prayer," LifeWay 
President and CEO Thom S. 
Rainer told the assembled em-
ployees.

Describing the future of 
the new property, Rainer said, 
"It's going to be amazing to see 
what will happen. Lives will be 
changed, and people will come 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. The only thing we can 
do in response is say, 'God, to 
You be the glory,' and pray that 
every day we will be used by 
Him."

Several LifeWay employees 
then led in prayer for the proj-
ect's builders and architects, 
for employees and the sur-
rounding community, and for 
churches across the nation and 
around the globe.

The groundbreaking cer-
emony coincided with a cel-
ebration of the 125th anniver-
sary of LifeWay, established 
in 1891 as the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. Its downtown 
Nashville campus eventually 
expanded to 14.5 acres, more 
than the ministry needs today.

In November 2015, Life-
Way sold the property to San 
Diego-based Southwest Value 
Partners, a private real estate 
investment firm. The new 

owner plans to redevelop the 
site, but LifeWay will continue 
to occupy part of the property 
until its new building is com-
plete.

Two months ago, LifeWay 
announced plans to build in 
Capitol View.

In a chapel service for em-
ployees before the ground-
breaking, Rainer outlined Life-
Way's 125-year history through 
the accomplishments of its 
eight previous presidents, from 

entrepreneurial founder J.M. 
Frost, "one of my heroes of the 
faith," to Rainer's immediate 
predecessor, James Draper.

Rainer noted a worldwide 
shift toward digital technology 
since his own tenure began in 
2006. Preparing to move to 
a new location during these 
years "has been a God-infused 
effort," he said.

Construction of the new 
building is expected to begin 
immediately.
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Editorial&Opinion
“Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

told to children over the years 
can be used as a sad commen-
tary of life today in the United 
States.

There is moral decay all 
around us. Many people of 
faith agree that we are losing 

our beloved 
country to a 
bevy of special 
interests, the 
activity of secu-
lar humanists, 

socialist thinkers, progressives, 
and practically every type of 
thought that runs counter to 
the tenants of God.

As if those Americans 
elected to the seats of power 
are too busy pandering to spe-
cial interest groups, those who 
pad their pockets and others 
who extend special favors 
wasn’t bad enough, now we 
have corporations stepping in 
to dictate our country’s social 

W hile today’s scien-
tists dispute its basic 

premise, we have all heard 
the story of the boiling frog. I 
believe it is a good analogy for 
our country today.

The story is about a frog 
that rests com-
fortably in a 
pot of cool 
water. While 
the frog would 
normally jump 
out of boiling water, as the 
water is warmed slowly the 
frog stays put and eventually 
ends up perishing in hot, boil-
ing water. 

The story is intended as a 
metaphor for life. The moral 
of the story is that if we be-
come complacent about the 
little things and allow them to 
pass without notice, one day 
they will consume us!

I believe this simple story 

Are Christians like frogs in boiling water?
and moral agenda – as we see 
in actions related in legislation 
in Georgia, North Carolina 
and Mississippi.

The media have reported ex-
tensively the political correct-
ness of Georgia Gov. Nathan 
Deal in vetoing the state’s 
religious liberty bill – in an ef-
fort to keep Georgia’s lucrative 
and powerful corporations 
from pulling up stakes and 
relocating elsewhere outside 
the state.

Now we have Baptist Press 
reporting in a recent story 
that, “At least nine U.S. cities 
and five states have banned 
non-essential travel by govern-
ment employees to North 
Carolina, Mississippi or both, 
claiming religious liberty bills 
adopted there discriminate 
against homosexual and trans-
gendered persons.”

It seems that corporate 

America – which sells you and 
me the products and services 
we rely on in everyday lives – is 
siding with the forces of evil.

With power comes great 
responsibility – and these 

corporations are attempting 
to frame a social agenda to 
the America people that many 
find morally objectionable. 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

The problem with teaching children transgenderism
T he American College 

of Pediatricians (ACP) 
has issued a warning to educa-
tors, policy-makers and others 
whose work involves children. 
The message is simple and 
straightforward. Do not set 
policy and adopt a curriculum 
that teaches 
the young that 
transgender-
ism is normal. 
Transgender-
ism is defined 
as “being a per-
son who identifies with or ex-
presses a gender identity that 
differs from the one which 
corresponds to the person’s 
sex at birth.”

Since the condition of 
transgenderism is classified as 
a mental illness, to teach it as 
being normal and to promote 

it as being a healthy alterna-
tive are child abuse, according 
to the ACP. In its report, the 
national doctors’ organization 
said that “facts – not ideology 
– determine reality.”  

The report further ex-
plained, “No one is born with 

an awareness 
of themselves 
as male or 
female; this 
awareness 
develops over 
time and, like 

all developmental processes, 
may be derailed by a child’s 
subjective perceptions, rela-
tionships and adverse experi-
ences from infancy forward. 
People who identify as ‘feel-
ing like the opposite sex’ or 
‘somewhere in between’ do 
not comprise a third sex. They 

remain biological men or bio-
logical women.”

When an otherwise healthy 
child believes he or she is a 
member of the opposite sex, 
that indicates a psychological 
problem requiring treatment 
of the mind, not the body. 
In other words, it is a mental 
issue and not a physical one. 
The psychological condition is 
known as “gender dysphoria,” 
once called gender identity 
disorder. It has been recog-
nized as a mental disorder by 
the most recent edition of the 
“Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual.”

Research shows that most 
children who are gender-con-
fused accept their biological 
sex after they pass naturally 
through puberty transition. 
The rates are 98 percent for 

boys and 88 percent for girls.  
However, if prior to pu-

berty, the gender-confused 
children are given puberty 
blockers to help them mimic 
the other sex, the gender con-
fusion will not only likely con-
tinue but also be further rein-
forced with the introduction 
of cross-sex hormones during 
later adolescence. Those 
misguided professionals who 
want to “help” those children 
find their “real” identities by 
providing them with cross-
sex hormones are consigning 
many of those youngsters to 
lives of confusion, despair and 
serious consequences – both 
physical and mental.

Cross-sex hormones, such 
as testosterone and estro-
gen, must be administered 
regularly if any semblance of 

being the other sex is to be 
maintained. Those drugs are 
linked to high blood pressure, 
blood clots, strokes, cancer 
and other serious health con-
ditions. Also, higher rates of 
suicide among adults – up to 
20 times greater – are associ-
ated with the use of cross-sex 
hormones and so-called sex 
reassignment surgery.

The ACP reiterated the 
main point of its report when 
it said, “Conditioning chil-
dren into believing a lifetime 
of chemical and surgical im-
personation of the opposite 
sex is normal and healthful is 
child abuse.”

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council. For more information 
about the work of the Council 
email Page at llp@arfaith.org.
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Sheets, Texarkana; Mike Vinson, Corning; 
Juel Zeiser, Hot Springs Village; Tommy Ja-
cobs, Lexa.

See FROG page 6
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Not too fast, not too slow
N ot long ago, I came across an article discussing Sab-

bath rest. As with many articles on rest, this one of-
fered a “fail-proof” three-step plan for protecting a personal 
Sabbath. This approach has always bothered me, but I have 
never been able to pinpoint why. 

Several days later, though, another 
experience brought some clarity to my 
mind. On this particular day, I had to 
make several trips back and forth between 
home and church. Somehow, every trek 
left me uncomfortably stuck between a 
driver who chose to putter along 10 to 15 miles below the 
speed limit and one who really wanted to go 10 to 15 miles 
above the limit. 

As I navigated the frustrating commutes, it dawned on 
me that the dangerously slow drivers ahead of me actually 
exemplified the nice, neat, three-step plan for accomplish-
ing Sabbath rest. Such plans tend to force everything else 
to come to a screeching halt -- and not always safely or ef-
fectively. Meanwhile, those more aggressive drivers behind 
me represented the demands of the rest of the world, with 
the constant pressure to do more, go faster and stop for 
rest only when a goal is reached. 

Though it may not happen every time (and, thankfully, 
it didn’t for me that day), that sort of combination ulti-
mately results in a massive collision, whether on the road 

or in the busyness of life. 
In Matthew 11:28-30 (NASB), Jesus declared, “Come to 

Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light.” 

At the risk of sounding too simplistic, 
might I extend the driving analogy? Perhaps 
rest is like sticking to the speed limit when 
everyone else wants to either speed or danger-

ously putter. It is not a three-step plan that works fine for 
some people but leads others to feel even more pressured 
by life’s demands. But, it is also not giving in to the pushy 
rush to get done quickly so we can hopefully take a long 
break somewhere down the road. 

Instead, rest is the steady pace of obedience described in 
Matthew 11. It is the very act of abiding in Christ by taking 
the demands of life and laying them at the feet of Jesus. 

Our enemy wants us to rush frantically from one task 
to the next so that we forget how to rest. May we instead 
learn how to abide, finding our rest by taking Christ’s yoke 
upon ourselves on a daily basis and letting that keep us on 
a steady pace. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End Baptist Church in 
Hensley.

T he battle found in Joshua 
chapter 10 is most intrigu-

ing. When five Amorite kings 
heard of Israel’s allegiance with 
the deceptive Gibeonites, they 
waged war. God not only sent 
hail during the battle, but Joshua 
also commanded the sun and the 
moon to “be still.”

The Hebrew verb dmm (be still) 
traditionally means “to cease” 
(i.e., be motionless). Since the 
sun’s stoppage implies that the 
earth would cease to rotate, mod-
ern readers have searched for 
other possibilities.

The verb could also mean “be 
quiet.” If so, Joshua pleaded that 
the sun reduce its heat, thus 
providing them relief. Perhaps a 
windstorm, heavy clouds or even 
a solar eclipse took place.  

Others believe that – due to the 
Israelites’ victory – the sun’s light 
seemed to last longer (as if time 
stood still). Still others believe 
Joshua asked for a sign that was 
favorable to Israel, but not to the 
Amorites.

A closer look at the passage 
reveals further unique features. 
Joshua’s words were initially re-
corded in the Book of Jashar, ap-
parently a poetic book (cf. 2 Sam. 
1:18). The narrator declared that 
God heard Joshua’s plea, the sun 
was “still,” and it lasted “about a 
full day.” He also stated that it has 
not happened before or since, and 
that God had the victory. 

The passage cannot be fully 
understood, as each possibility 
creates more questions than it 
answers. When someone tries to 
explain a supernatural event, it 
no longer retains its miraculous 
nature. Instead, it moves into the 
realm of human understanding 
and often loses God’s power in 
the process. Perhaps it’s best to 
leave it to the “annals of antiqui-
ty,” as one of the ways God fought 
for the Israelites. The narrator saw 
it as a supernatural event; perhaps 
modern readers should as well.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Baptists Ask 
is reader-driven. To submit your ques-
tion, email to tim@arkansasbaptist.
org or mail to Baptists Ask, Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, 
Little Rock, 72204. 

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Did the sun really stand 
still in Joshua 10:12-14?

Social shifts require us to rethink evangelism
I n America, as Christianity declines and other religions 

and philosophies grow and increase in influence, tra-
ditional methods for church growth, outreach and evange-
lism are becoming increasingly ineffective. Studies by both 
religious groups and non-religious groups are confirming 
the pluralism (multiplicity of religious belief systems in a 
single society) trend. Both historical and present observ-
able patterns in other cultures teach us that as pluralism 
increases, nominal adherents to the dominant, sociologi-
cally preferred religion (in America’s case, Christianity) 
decrease. 

Ed Stetzer, researcher, author and 
director of Lifeway Research, said, “It 
is fair to say we are now experiencing a 
collapse of nominalism. Many of these 
who have been labeling themselves as 
Christians are starting to feel free to be 
honest about their religious affiliation, 
or lack thereof.” 

He explained, “As the None (those who check the box 
on a survey indicating no religious preference) rise in 
their number, Christian influence on culture will begin to 
wane.”

In a society where there are a good number of nominal 
Christians, attractional event services, such as revivals, cru-
sades, concerts, bring-a-friend day and Christian holiday 
services (Easter and Christmas), work well to draw those 
who do not regularly attend weekly services. For decades, 
these types of events were the American church’s evangelis-
tic mainstays. But, the effectiveness of these types of  
events has been waning for more than 25 years. So, how 
should the church respond? We certainly do not need to 
abandon all of these methods – some are continuing to 
work in many Arkansas contexts. But, we must make  

some changes.
More than ever, the Church must equip and mobilize 

its members to live out their Christianity to an extent that 
Christ is a part of natural daily conversation. Understand 
that I am not rehashing an old argument of “personal 
evangelism vs. mass evangelism.” Many methods of per-
sonal evangelism popularized over the past 50 years (many 
of which were very successful) are not well received today 
– but, that is a discussion for another time. The point is 
that participation in church activity is quickly moving away 
from being the social norm – so much so that Christian 

activity is becoming increasingly offensive. 
Therefore, typical church advertising cam-

paigns, special attractional events and teaching 
church members to memorize a “gospel sales 
pitch” are no longer going to be effective. Believ-
ers must live out their Christianity. The church 
must be incarnational. Christians must behave 

in a Christ-like manner, make Jesus a part of everyday 
conversation, honor God in their businesses and social 
practices, and live out a “real” authentic faith. The believer 
must lead with love, not compromise biblical integrity and 
outwardly live peace and hope. This means that internal 
church discipleship processes must be strengthened – with 
the goal and expressed purpose of making disciples who 
make disciples. 

On the positive side, the cultural shift is great news for 
the church. As society and culture change, the Church is 
pressed to be more biblical and to more precisely follow 
the command of Jesus to “make disciples.” For too long 
the goal has been to “make converts” (or recruit adher-
ents). For this, may we be grateful!

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey

Support the ABN!
A fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion.  Consider helping the official news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years 
to come by including the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN. Contact the 
Foundation at 501-376-0732 for more information.
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Ouachita Online offers flexibility

Annual Stewardship Review – Part 2
I n my previous article, I 

discussed a few topics 
concerning some tax-related 
issues and some of the rules 
surrounding specific types 
of assets to encourage you 
all to be good stewards. At 
the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation (ABF), we believe 
that part of being a good 
steward also includes smart, 
charitable giving and re-
viewing your estate plan.

Charitable giving of ap-
preciated property. There 
are several ways to make 
charitable gifts outside of 
outright cash gifts. If you 
are like most people, the 
majority of the assets owned 
are through real estate, 
stocks or other appreciated 
assets. Generally, assets that 
have appreciated in value 
over time and sold for a 

profit will have a capital gain. 
An individual is taxed on 
capital gains at a certain rate 
depending on which income 
tax bracket that individual (or 
couple) is situated. Instead of 
realizing that gain, you can 
gift that appreciated property 
to the char-
ity of your 
choosing 
and bypass 
that gain. 
This method 
of giving is 
mutually advantageous for all 
parties involved and should 
be considered when wanting 
to dispose of appreciated as-
sets.

Annual estate plan review. 
Lastly, I wouldn’t be doing 
my job as an estate-planning 
attorney if I didn’t discuss 
your individual estate plan. 

Many of the pitfalls and costly 
mistakes that I see come from 
small oversights for assets 
held in an individual’s name. 
Generally, any asset you own 
in your individual name will 
have to go through a probate 
process to be transferred to 

your loved ones 
or heirs. It is es-
sential that you 
review your estate 
plan at a mini-
mum of every 
five years. Ad-

ditionally, any time that you 
open a new account, buy a 
new house, or experience any 
other major life event, you 
should review how that asset 
is titled and if a beneficiary 
is listed. Ideally, you should 
review your estate plan annu-
ally.  

Part one and two of these 

ABSC Agencies

Baptist 
Foundation
Dillion McClain

I  n an effort to broaden 
Ouachita Baptist Uni-

versity’s reach and vision 
of a love of God and a love 
of learning, university lead-
ers launched the Ouachita 
Online program in January 
of 2015. The fully accred-
ited program offers majors 
in business administration 
and Christian studies in 
a flexible format, allow-
ing students to complete 
coursework anywhere, at 
any time. Students unable 
to attend our residential 
campus now have oppor-
tunity to engage with our 
professors and benefit from 
services provided through 
the Academic Success Cen-
ter, Riley-Hickingbotham 
Library and our Career Ser-
vices and Alumni offices. 

In addition to on-campus 
courses, Joey Dodson, as-

sociate professor of biblical 
studies, teaches several online 
Christian studies courses. 
“There are a number of 
things I enjoy about teach-
ing online classes, including 
the flexibility these courses 
allow,” he said. 

“Jesus called 
us to teach and 
make disciples 
‘as we go.’ 
With Ouachita 
Online, stu-
dents have the 
opportunity to earn a degree 
no matter where they are now 
or where they are going.”

Online courses are taught 
in manageable eight-week 
terms, allowing students with 
busy schedules to commit to 
an eight-week, rather than the 
traditional 16-week, semester. 
Students also have the oppor-
tunity to schedule when they 

take classes and decrease 
or increase their academic 
loads based on work, family 
or church activities. Ouachi-
ta’s online students’ ages 
currently range from 20 to 
65, with an average age of 
35. Many online students 

have fami-
lies, work 
full-time, 
are active in 
their local 
churches 
and com-

plete four classes each se-
mester. They are busy!

Jen Bracey, an online 
student from Covington, 
La., is majoring in business 
administration. “Ouachita 
is the perfect place to transi-
tion to the online degree 
program,” she said. 

“The program is tailored 
directly to your needs as 

a student and allows you to 
complete your degree online 
no matter where you are. You 
literally are a part of Ouachita 
and its successful history!”

Ouachita has learned that 
while the demographics of on-
line and residential students 
differ greatly, their desire to 
serve others, grow in their 
faith and make meaningful 
connections with other stu-
dents and professors is simi-
lar. These students are ben-
efiting from all that Ouachita 
has to offer, while Ouachita 
also is benefiting from the life 
experiences these dedicated 
and determined students 
offer.

Ashlee Giles is the director of 
online and concurrent enrollment 
programs at Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia. Visit 
obu.edu/online for more informa-
tion.

Ouachita 
Baptist
Ashlee Giles

articles are by no means ex-
haustive of the many things 
individuals should review 
annually. Nonetheless, we 
are all called to be good 
stewards and the Founda-
tion is here to help with the 
stewardship of what God 
has abundantly blessed us. 
If you have any questions 
concerning the above top-
ics or any related topics, 
contact the ABF at 501-376-
4791 or email us at info@
abf.org.  

Please note that this article 
doesn’t constitute legal/tax 
advice for your particular 
situation. Contact your own 
financial advisor or tax profes-
sional to discuss these matters. 
Dillion McClain is an attorney 
and vice president-legal at the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation 
in Little Rock.

continued from page 4

FROG

While not all Americans 
are religious in the sense that 
Christians understand, there 
are still a majority of Ameri-
cans who are getting tired of 
politicians and the liberal elite 
telling us how we should live 
our lives – all while taking 
away or challenging many of 
our basic freedoms.

I’ve said it in this space be-
fore, it is this feeling among 
voters why a presidential can-
didate like billionaire Donald 
Trump is receiving so many 
votes and garnishing so much 
support. People are fed up.

Ironically, it appears that 
Trump’s bid to be the GOP 
presidential nominee could 
be derailed by members of the 
GOP establishment. Indeed, 
those in power who helped 
create the problems that so 
many voters seem to care 
about have said they will have 
their way – in spite of what the 
voters are saying.

On the Democratic side, 
dysfunctionality is also appar-
ent in the chosen candidate 
of the party – Hillary Clinton 
– as she is being strongly chal-
lenged by none other than 
self-professed Socialist Bernie 
Sanders.

The point in all of this is 
that our country seems to 
be dysfunctional at all levels, 
and the danger is that we give 
up and allow ourselves to be 
pulled down along with the 
dysfunction we see every day 
as we live our lives and seek to 
honor Jesus Christ.

Now, more than ever, Chris-
tians should be resolute in our 
thinking and in our actions, 
Christians should strive to not 
just practice our religion on 
Sunday, but set the example 
of and demonstrate how God 
would have us to live a life of 
righteousness.

When David faced times 
of intense persecution and 
danger, he prayed not just for 
protection from his attackers 
but – even more – for protec-
tion from sin:

“Show me your ways, O 
LORD, teach me your paths; 
guide me in your truth and 
teach me, for you are God my 
Savior, and my hope is in you 
all day long. . . . Guard my life 
and rescue me; let me not be 
put to shame, for I take refuge 
in you. May integrity and up-
rightness protect me, because 
my hope is in you” (Psalm 

25:4-5, 20-21, NIV).
We should pray without 

ceasing for our country, for 
those in authority over us and 
for God to heal our sick land 
– all the while readying our-
selves for the fiery darts that 
may come our way as we seek 
to honor and serve God as 
aliens in a foreign land.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

ABSC AGENCIES

ABN accepting scholarship applications 
LITTLE ROCK – Today’s 
media need more journalists 
and communicators with a 
Christian worldview. With 
this in mind, the Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) estab-
lished a scholarship a num-
ber of years ago designed to 
encourage students to pur-

sue a career in Christian com-
munications.

“Whether they plan to serve 
in vocational ministry or in the 
secular workplace, scholarship 
applicants should have a pas-
sion for Christ and for using 
their communication skills to 
further His cause, whether it 

be through a career in jour-
nalism, advertising or pub-
lic relations” said Tim Yar-
brough, ABN editor. 

The ABN scholarship is 
administered through the 
Arkansas Baptist Founda-
tion. Students may visit abf.
org to apply.
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Ed Lauderdale, ‘Mr. Disaster Relief’ honored 

Ed Lauderdale, also known as “Mr. Disaster Relief” in Arkansas, is recognized by 
Randy Garrett (holding plaque), Arkansas Baptist State Convention disaster relief 
director, and Larry Thomas (left), Little Red River Baptist Association director of 
missions, March 21. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

HEBER SPRINGS – Ed Lau-
derdale, who turns 82 in May, 
literally helped build Arkansas 
disaster relief (DR) into what 
it is today.

During an association meet-
ing March 21, the Little Red 
River Baptist Association 
(LRRBA) and Randy Gar-
rett, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) DR di-
rector, recognized Lauderdale 
for more than 30 years as a 
devoted Arkansas Baptist DR 
volunteer.

According to Melinda 
Wilkinson, ministry assistant 
for the LRRBA, Lauderdale’s 
first experience with DR was 
in 1984.

At that time Arkansas DR 
was not supported by the 
Dixie Jackson Arkansas Mis-
sions Offering and was made 
up of a loose conglomeration 
of Arkansas Baptist volunteers 
and partnering churches.

In 1984 the ABSC extended 
a call for Arkansas Baptists to 
respond following a tornado 
that destroyed the Edgemont 
Bridge, which crossed Greer’s 
Ferry Lake.

Lauderdale, who worked 
as a firefighter for 23 years 
and retired to Quitman in 
the early 1980s, organized a 
group of men from First Bap-
tist Church, Heber Springs. 
He and the men made a pot 
of stew and spent a day serv-

ing the workers who were de-
ployed to repair water lines 
across the lake.

This was Lauderdale’s first 
DR deployment. Little did he, 
or anyone else, know that he 
would become one of the most 
dedicated and long-serving 
volunteers in the history of Ar-
kansas DR.

In the 1980s when Lau-
derdale first became involved 
with DR, the Arkansas Baptist 
feeding unit was a repurposed 
Greyhound bus. By the 1990s 
the bus’ motor had frozen, and 
Lauderdale played a key role in 
the fundraising initiative for a 
new DR unit.

Beyond helping raise 
money, Lauderdale helped 
create blueprints that were 
eventually used to transform a 
used 48-foot trailer into what 
is now referred to by Arkansas 
Baptists as “Unit 1.”

For one year Lauderdale 
drove back and forth from 
Heber Springs to Amity (about 
a 2 hour and 45 minute drive 
each way) in order to work on 
the trailer.

When Unit 1 was originally 
completed, it had capacity to 
cook 300 meals per day. Today, 
as the cooking equipment and 
trailer have been renovated, 
the unit has capacity to cook 
25,000 meals per day. 

Lauderdale was not only 
critical in the acquiring, plan-
ning and construction of Unit 
1 but in its continual evolu-
tion and increasing capacity 

over the years.
More recently, Lauderdale 

helped the LRRBA modify 
a bread truck into a feeding 
unit with capacity to cook 300 
meals per day.

In addition to his role in 
building Arkansas Baptist DR 
feeding units, Lauderdale has 
deployed and served countless 
people affected by disasters 
over the past three decades.

Lauderdale has deployed to 
Los Angeles, Calif., following 
earthquakes, to New York City 
following the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks, to Louisiana following 
Hurricane Katrina, and to DR 
efforts in Florida, Mississippi, 
Texas and abroad in China, 
Borneo and Malaysia.

According to Wilkinson, 
Lauderdale has said that one 
of the most memorable mo-
ments of his DR service was 
when Unit 1 was invited to 
serve meals on the lawn of the 
Arkansas Governor’s Mansion 
in Little Rock.

“It is a good feeling to give 
someone a cold drink of water 
and plateful of food in Jesus’ 
name,” said Lauderdale of 
serving with Arkansas DR.

During the special time of 
recognition for Lauderdale at 
the recent LRRBA association 
meeting, Garrett and Larry 
Thomas, LRRBA director of 
missions, presented Lauder-
dale with a plaque recognizing 
his 32 years of DR service.

“Ed Lauderdale, Melinda 
(his wife) and I have renamed 

him ‘Mr. Disaster Relief’ in 
the state of Arkansas,” said 
Thomas. 

“I don’t think many of you 
are aware of how much he has 
contributed to disaster relief, 
not just in our association but 
in the state of Arkansas and 
the nation.”

“I was a firefighter … I was 
on the move all the time. I 
needed something exciting to 
fill my life, and I got involved 

in disaster relief in our associa-
tion,” said Lauderdale. “You 
can see down through the 
years that God has blessed Ar-
kansas. We have some of the 
best equipment in the country. 
… We’ve got what it takes to 
do the job.”

“Unit 1 would not be Unit 
1 without Ed Lauderdale,” 
said Garrett.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Vanderpool accepts Houston position 
LITTLE ROCK – Jessica 
Vanderpool, senior assistant 
editor at the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN), has accepted the 
position of communication 
specialist in the Office of De-
velopment at the University of 
Texas Health Science Center 
at Houston.

Vanderpool, a native of Ste-
phenville, Texas, began serv-
ing on the ABN staff in Janu-
ary 2010 after graduating from 
Union University in Jackson, 
Tenn., with degrees in journal-
ism and psychology. Vander-
pool was promoted to assistant 
editor and then later to senior 
assistant editor.

In the years Vanderpool 
served at the newspaper, she 
won multiple awards, includ-
ing awards in feature writing 

from the Baptist Communica-
tors Association. 

She also served as the or-
ganization’s membership vice 
president for two years.

“My time in Arkansas has 
truly been blessed,” said Van-
derpool. 

“I was given a front-row 
seat to watch how God was at 
work in the state and then re-
port that to Arkansas Baptists. 
What an honor!”

“Jessica has done a wonder-
ful job for the ABN and is a 
tremendous ambassador for 
Jesus Christ. She will be greatly 
missed, but we wish her well as 
she returns to her home state 
of Texas,” said Tim Yarbrough, 
ABN editor/executive director.

Vanderpool’s resignation 
was effective March 21. 
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Understanding and reaching today’s millennials
Arliss Dickerson
Special to the ABN

MILLENNIAL is the term 
given to today’s young adult 
born somewhere in the early 
1980s to the early 2000s. They 
have also been called Gen-
eration Y and even the Silent 
Generation. 

Some of these terms are a 
bit scary in that we think we 
aren’t qualified to do anything 
with them. 

The business world has 
spent a great deal of time and 
money understanding how to 
work with and mostly sell to 
this generation. But, the thing 
to remember is they are col-
lege students and other young 
adults with needs and we need 
to be intentional about how 
we express our care and con-
cern toward them.

Six things to remember in 
reaching millennials:

(1) First, there is really 
good news: This generation 
has said they want to learn 
from and be mentored by 
older adults. So, you do not 

have to be some super young, 
cool adult in skinny jeans to 
work with them. I have found 
this to be true again and again.

(2) They are used to choic-
es. If you visit a college cafete-
ria, you will see it is literally 
a food court of choices. They 
don’t know the old, “Here’s-
your-plate, eat- it cafeteria.” 
This spills over into their daily 
lives. One way this can fit into 
how we do ministry with them 
is to give them choices as to 
topics, studies and projects.  
Just don’t give choices you can-
not deliver on!

(3) Excellence is a big deal. 
Sloppiness in what they are 
provided just will not get it. 
They have been to big-name 
concerts, and they look at top-
notch things on their phones 
or computers all the time. It 
does not have to be expensive, 
but it must be done well. Prep-
aration on your part is key.

(4) Relationships are huge. 
They crave and want relation-
ships – but they are becoming 
less adept at doing relation-
ships due to their technology. 

Instead of talking to a nearby 
person before class starts, a 
college student will be on the 
phone texting someone. One 
thing we can do to benefit 
them is to teach them about 
relationships – the kind where 
two or more people look at 
each other in person and talk. 
Remember, many of these col-
lege students are taking classes 
on-line, sitting in a room by 
themselves.

(5) Human issues are of 
interest to them. Things like 
sex trafficking, childhood pov-
erty and hunger are things 
that concern many millenni-
als. However, they may not 
know how to channel their 
concerns. This can be an area 
of connection to them. You 
can help them to be aware and 
see ways to be involved. Some 
ministries have had success 
enlisting young millennials in 
ministry projects that connect 
to these areas of concern.

(6) Trust is huge. This gen-
eration feels they have been 
let down. They feel social and 
government leaders have failed 

them, and many feel let down 
by parents who have divorced 
in recent years. Rightly or 
wrongly, you will have to earn 
their trust. It may not be auto-
matically given.

Is there a “magic formula” 
for reaching this generation? I 
do not know that there is one, 
just like with previous genera-
tions. However, I believe with 
all my heart that when we 

care about people and invest 
in their lives, God will use us. 
When we care and keep car-
ing, most people – including 
millennials – get that.  

Arliss Dickerson is the former 
Baptist collegiate campus minister 
at Arkansas State University. He 
now serves as a collegiate consul-
tant for LifeWay. He is a blogger 
and author of “The Ten Com-
mandments of College Ministry.”
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How to keep youth involved, and
grow them as future church leaders
THE WEBSITE ChurchTech-
Today.com published an inter-
esting article recently by Tim 
Smith titled, “Tips to Keep 
Teens Engaged in Church.”

Smith, who is referred to 
as a “social media guru” and 
serves as the support man-
ager for the DialMyCalls.com 
church phone notifications 
and reminders service, of-
fered great advice on how to 
keep teenagers engaged and 
involved in church.

“As your younger parishio-
ners begin to approach puber-
ty, you may notice that their 
interest in Sunday school, and 
even church activities, begins 
to waver,” said Smith, adding, 
“This is a normal rite of pas-
sage, as they begin on those 
final steps towards adulthood, 
and discovering who they want 
to be when they get there.”

Instead of curtailing activi-
ties designed for youth groups, 
Smith encouraged churches 
to consider restructuring the 
activities to “increase their ap-
peal.” After all, he stated, these 
youth are your future church 
leaders, so it is important not 
to lose them!

Smith listed four tips. They 
are: 1) Be flexible in structure, 

2) Recruit an enthusiastic 
youth pastor, 3) Treat them 
like young adults and 4) Work 
with what they know.

Smith explained that being 
flexible in structuring activities 
means things such as keeping 
the schedule flexible, leaving 
lots of time for discussion with 
the youth pastor 
or other youth, 
and not mak-
ing every meet-
ing about Bible 
study, rather 
about things they 
are dealing with 
in their young 
lives now.

An enthusiastic youth pas-
tor with lots of energy and new 
ideas is essential when working 
with the youth of your church, 
Smith said. The youth pastor 
also should be up on current 
trends and issues affecting to-
day’s youth.

Youth today are sophisti-
cated and smart; those work-
ing with them should not 
talk down to them, but rather 
strive to treat them like the 
young adults they are, said 
Smith. “At this age, kids have 
more respect for adults who 
talk frank(ly) and treat them 

with respect. By putting this 
into practice, you are develop-
ing a youth group the young 
members will feel comfortable 
being a part of,” he said.

Finally, Smith said it is im-
portant to understand how 
this generation has grown 
up in the midst of technol-

ogy and that it is 
integral to their 
lives. Use a text 
service to commu-
nicate with them. 
Smith said to get 
youth involved in 
the work of the 
church, such as as-
sisting with things 

like designing pages for the 
church website. Check out the 
Arkansas Baptist News Church 
Tech on page 14 of this edition 
on how a Fort Smith church is 
doing just that.

Smith concluded, “Don’t 
let diminishing numbers in 
attendance discourage you 
from offering a youth group 
to your younger church mem-
bers. Adapt your program to 
meet the needs and interests of 
teenagers today, and they will 
be happy to keep up with their 
religious and spiritual educa-
tion.”

YOUTH ASSIST PRAISE TEAM – Children and youth join in at Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church in Fort Smith to lead the praise and worship. Read related story in 
Church Tech on page 14.
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Ali Robinson
Ouachita Baptist University

ARKADELPHIA – More 
than 700 Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU) volunteers 
gathered on a recent Saturday 
morning to serve the Arka-
delphia community as a part 
of the university’s 38th Tiger 
Serve Day (TSD) April 2.

Hosted each year by Ouachi-
ta’s Ben M. Elrod Center for 
Family and Community, the 
semi-annual community ser-
vice event, launched in 1997, 
has completed more than 
75,000 hours in service proj-
ects. This year’s theme encour-
aged volunteers to “Serve Your 
Socks Off.”

The 718 student, staff and 
faculty volunteers divided into 
89 teams and completed 110 
projects for the event. Proj-
ects varied from trimming 
hedges and planting flowers, 
to cleaning gutters and paint-
ing fences, to washing vehicles 
and windows. The projects 
not only benefit families and 
organizations around Arka-

delphia, but also the students 
who serve.

“Tiger Serve Day is one of 
my favorite days of the semes-
ter because I love getting to 
hear the stories of the people 
we serve. I get to learn more 
about the people and more 
about the community of 
Arkadelphia,” said Maddie 
Brodell, a sophomore mass 
communications and graphic 
design double major from Lit-
tle Rock. “Tiger Serve Day is 
a great reminder that we are 
here not only to serve others 
in this community but to serve 
the Lord.”

Adam Graves, a sophomore 
Christian studies major from 
Texarkana, Texas, and former 
member of the TSD leader-
ship team said, “Having been 
on both sides of the day, I have 
a whole new outlook on what 
the day is all about. It is so awe-
some to be able to go visit proj-
ects and meet and pray with 
the people.”

“My last Tiger Serve Day 
was really bittersweet. I was 
on a team with all of my best 

friends so it was great getting 
to spend that time together 
and serve with them, but 
it doesn’t feel real that we 
won’t get to do that again,” 
explained Anna Kumpuris, a 
senior mass communications, 
Christian studies and Spanish 
triple major from Little Rock. 

“I’ve done Tiger Serve Day 
every semester that I’ve been 
at Ouachita. I think it’s one 
of the Ouachita traditions I’ll 
miss most next year.”

“It is our hope that TSD 
will help students develop 
a lifestyle of service and that 
they will discover the joy of 
service,” said Ian Cosh, vice 
president for community and 
international engagement at 
OBU. “If they do that, then 
it means that service will play 
an important role in their lives 
well beyond the years they are 
students at Ouachita.”

This article is written by Ali 
Robinson of Bella Vista, a senior 
mass communications major. 
Photo is by Grace Finley of Alex-
ander, a senior business adminis-
tration major.

718 Ouachita volunteers serve at Tiger Serve Day

Ouachita Baptist University students serve the Arkadelphia community as a part of 
the university’s 38th Tiger Serve Day April 2. In all, 718 students, staff and faculty 
volunteers divided into 89 teams to complete 110 projects during the event.

Find your next staff member 
at arkansasbaptist.org/ads

A Worship Arts Camp for Students grades 7-12 
(completed 6th graders, if in your student ministry)

$199 (if postmarked on/before June 20) 
REGISTER TODAY at praiseworksarkansas.com 

July 18-22 @ Ouachita Baptist University

JoyWorks
A Worship Arts Camp for Kids  
completing grades 4-6
July 18-22 @ OBU

For more information contact
  Larry Grayson or Carla Whittington at (501) 410-1586 ext.  5121.

$199 (if postmarked on/before June 20) 
REGISTER TODAY at joyworksarkansas.com!
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PERHAPS she’s the woman 
who raised you. Maybe he’s 
the man who taught you to be 
a spiritual leader. Maybe she’s 
a grandmother to all the chil-
dren at church.  

Whatever form they take, 
parental figures deserve re-
spect and honor. That is why 
the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) holds its two annual 
contests – A Tribute to Godly 
Mothers and A Tribute to 
Godly Fathers.

And this year’s contests are 
now open for submissions. So 
grab a pen and paper – or pull 
out your computer – and tell 
us why that person in your life 
deserves the title of Mother of 
the Year or Father of the Year! 

Writers are asked to submit 
a brief tribute (300 words or 
less) about their own mother 
or father or another worthy 
parental figure they know. 
The honoree’s full name and 
church home, as well as the 

phone number and email ad-
dress of the submitter, must be 
included with the tribute. 

The person nominated 
must be a current member of 
an Arkansas Southern Baptist 
church.

One Mother of the Year 
and one Father of the Year will 
be selected based on entries. 
The issues prior to Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day will an-
nounce the winners of the re-
spective contests. Each winner 
will be chosen based on the pa-
rental qualities and godliness 
of the honoree and inspiration 
and readability of the essay 
submitted.

The ABN will recognize 
each winner with a special gift.

Mother of the Year tributes 
must be received in the ABN 
office no later than April 22. 
Father of the Year tributes 
must be received in the ABN 
office no later than June 1.

Send tributes to the ABN, 
10 Remington Drive, Little 
Rock, AR 72204 or email to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org.

Mother/Father of Year contest deadlines near

continued from page one

GRAHAM
look at the state of our country 
and the political turmoil we’re 
in, ‘What can I do?” said Gra-
ham. “Be willing, in this next 
election, to vote. Vote. And 
vote for candidates who stand 
for biblical truth and biblical 
principles and that are willing 
to live them.”

“Some people say, ‘Frank-
lin, now what would your 
father have done?’” said Gra-
ham. “I’m going to read you 
something he said back in 
1952: ‘I think it’s the duty of 
every individual Christian, at 
election time, to study the is-
sues, to study the candidates, 
and then go to the polls and 

vote,’” said Graham. 
“And then he said … ‘And 

if I were a pastor of a church I 
believe I would explain to my 
people where each candidate 
stood morally, spiritually and 
in relation to the Church.’” 
said Graham.

“Friends, we need to hear 
the Christian voice,” said Gra-
ham. “My father said, ‘Unless 
America turns back to God, re-
pents of its sin and experiences 
spiritual revival we will fail as a 
nation.’”

Graham said that he grew 
up when America had a deep 
fear of communism and con-
sciously prepared for an immi-
nent attack.

“We were ready. We built up 
our Army. We built up our Air 
Force. We built up our Navy. 
We were strong. We were ready 

for the Commies,” said Gra-
ham. “Then the Berlin Wall 
came down. … As we began to 
relax and communism kind of 
faded into the distance, secu-
larism began to rise. And secu-
larism and communism, there 
is no difference. They are both 
godless.”

Graham said that “godless 
secularism” has infiltrated 
every aspect of American life, 
including government, locali-
ties, schools and universities.

“We have taken God out of 
every inch of public life,” said 
Graham.

Speaking to the seculariza-
tion of America, Graham said 
that “the Enemy” uses the con-
cept of separation of church 
and state as a tool to silence 
Christians from speaking out 
and exercising their rights as 

Americans.
“We have every right to 

speak up. We have every 
right to take our faith into 
the halls of government,”  
said Graham.

In addition to exercising 
voting rights, Graham said that 
his father has also said that it is 
every Christian’s responsibility  
to “offer themselves for public 
office.” According to Graham, 
20 to 30 million evangelical 
Christians did not vote in the 
last presidential election.

“Begin to look for people in 
your community who would be 
willing to run and get behind 
them. Have you ever heard the 
term ‘community organizer?’ 
Let’s become political activists 
for God,” said Graham.

In closing, Graham asked 
those in attendance to sign a 
“pledge to God and country” 
calling them to 1) Honor God 
at home, 2) Honor God in 
public, 3) Honor God with 
their vote, 4) Pray for the Unit-
ed States of America, 5) Be reg-
istered and vote in every elec-

tion (local, state and federal) 
and support, where possible, 
candidates who hold Christian 
worldviews, and 6) Share the 
truth of God with their com-
munities and consider run-
ning for office if they feel led 
to do so by God.

“Our job as Christians is 
to make the impact of Jesus 
Christ felt in every phase 
of life – religious, social,  
economic and political. But 
we must not do it in our own 
strength or wisdom. We can 
only do it as we surrender 
ourselves completely to God, 
allowing Him to work in us,” 
said Graham.

“I want you to go back to 
your communities and be an 
advocate for God’s truth and 
His righteousness. And let’s 
elect men and women to office 
who will lead this nation to re-
ally be one nation under God 
that can truthfully say once 
again – ‘In God we trust,’” said 
Graham.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

200 STUDENTS ‘CONNECT’ – More than 200 volunteers participated in a Connect 
student missions weekend event held throughout Brinkley, Fair Oaks, Forrest City, 
West Helena, Clarendon and Wheatley April 8-9. Students and their leaders led 
block parties, did light construction work, prayer walked and evangelism. Five 
decisions for Christ were reported during the event. Connect is sponsored by the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. Photo by Nick Burt
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Charles E. (Charlie) West, 
62, of Benton, 
died April 4. 

West was a 
former hospital 
administrator 
most recently 
at Rivendell Be-
havioral Health 
Services.

He was a member of The 
Church at Rock Creek in Lit-
tle Rock. 

His wife, Karen, is em-
ployed by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention in Little 
Rock. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father and a sister. 

Other than his wife, Karen, 
he is survived by two sons, 
three grandchildren, his  

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Looking to fill a staff position at your church? 

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Senior pastor, Ridgecrest Baptist, 
St Charles, MO See blog.ridgecrest.org for 
details. 

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? 
Gainesville First Baptist Church is seeking 
a full-time SBC pastor. Please send 
resume with internet link or CD/DVD to P.O. 
Box 627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email 
fbcgainesville@centurylink.net.

Crossroads Baptist Church, Bonnerdale, 
Arkansas, seeking bi-vocational pas-
tor. 501-767-6876.

Central Baptist Church of Pine Bluff/
White Hall AR is accepting resumes for 
a full-time pastor. The desire of the 
church is a Spirit led pastor proclaiming 
the gospel of Jesus Christ; with a vision  for 
outreach, a love for all ages and a desire 
to grow leaders within the church.  Con-
tact CBC Pastor Search Committee, PO Box 
20336, White Hall, AR 71612-0336 or cbc-
secretary@cablelynx.com.

Barton Chapel Baptist Church seeking 
bi-vocational pastor. Generous salary 
and parsonage. Church located 10 miles 
south of Tyronza, AR. (Heafer Community) 
Please send resume to freddy.simpson@
nglep.com.

Highland Hills Baptist Church is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Email resume to 
hhbc.search@gmail.com or mail resumes to 
Search Committee, HHBC, 4106 E 9th St., 
Texarkana, AR 71854.

First Baptist of Perryville accepting ap-
plications for full-time pastor. P.O. Box 
328, Perryville, AR 72126. Email patrick-
wsims@yahoo.com. 

Bi-vocational senior pastor po-
sition at Reynolds Park Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1828, Paragould, AR 72451, reynold-
sparkbaptist@gmail.com. Mail or email 
resume to Attn: Search Committee. 

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, 
Horatio, AR 71842.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Eagle Heights Baptist Church is ac-
cepting resumes for a full-time stu-
dent pastor. Send resumes to EHBC, 
703 E. Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or 
email to ehbcadmin@eagleheightshar-
rison.org. Job description is available at 
ehbcharrison.org.

Heart of Worship Baptist Church of 
Fort Smith, Arkansas is seeking a full 
time music/youth minister.  We 
are on the move, new location and new 
opportunity for the right person to build 
upon our program.  Advance and grow 
in the ministry with us.  Send resume to: 
H.O.W., attn. Pastor James McNair, P. O. 
Box 3327, Fort Smith, Arkansas 72913-
3327 or call 479-459-3209.

First Baptist Church of Mena is look-

ing for a person who is Christ-centered, 
biblically grounded and passionate about 
working with students, children and their 
parents to serve as their new youth and 
children’s pastor. Send resumes and 
other inquires to jillnewbolt@yahoo.com.

FBC McRae seeking bi-vocational 
minister of youth. Interested par-
ties please submit your resumes via email 
to kfowler2123@yahoo.com or by mail 
to FBC McRae, 703 E Second St., McRae, 
AR 72102.  Person applying needs to be 
available Sundays (morning & evening),  
Wednesday evenings and other times for 
various youth activities, including camps in 
the summer. 

Armorel Baptist Church is seeking a 
conservative music director to lead the 
church in traditional worship.  The position 
is part-time.  Send resumes to PO Box 68, 
Armorel, AR 72310.  You may also send 
them to Linda@armorelbc.com.

Skyline Baptist Church, Branson, MO is 
prayerfully seeking a worship leader.  
Primary responsibilities include leading 
worship services and music ministries as 
well as serving in an administrative capac-
ity. Qualifications include previous experi-
ence in worship leadership as well as the 
ability to lead worship with keyboard or 
guitar.  This position is a full-time salaried 
position with benefits. A Ministry Descrip-
tion is available on our website at www.
skylinebaptist.com and you may submit 
your resume to office@skylinebaptist.com 

until May 1, 2016.
F/T worship pastor sought to lead 

blended worship in conservative, reformed 
SBC in Bartlesville, OK. (www.highlandpar-
kbaptist.net) Choir conducting, media skills 
preferred. Send resume to office@highland-
parkbaptist.net.

Parkway Place Baptist Church in Little 
Rock is seeking a part-time bookkeep-
er, 14-15 hr/wk. Job description can be 
emailed on request. Prefer experience with 
church bookkeeping and ACS is a plus. Email 
resume to parker@ppbc.com.

Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas, is seeking a dynamic minister 
to serve a diverse, metropolitan, 
student community. Responsibilities 
include leadership and supervision of as-
sociate staff and development of a creative 
and biblically based ministry to students. A 
minimum of 5 years experience in student 
ministry is required and experience serving 
multiple high schools is strongly preferred. 
Formal theological training required. Re-
sumes may be sent to smsearch@tallowood.
org. 

Soaring Wings Christian Home and 
Ranch seeks a Christian couple as full-time 
house parents to provide long-term care 
for seven to 10 children, including own, in 
a Christ-centered home. For more informa-
tion, email jason@soaringwingsranch.com 
or visit www.swranch.org.

First Baptist Church of Dover is look-
ing for a full-time minister of music 

and media technology. A job de-
scription can be found at our website  
www.fbcdover.com and resumes can be 
sent to office@fbcdover.com. Deadline 
June 1. 

First Baptist Church of Green Forest is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth min-
ister. Please send resumes to P.O. Box 
550, Green Forest, AR 72638, Attn: Pastor.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, 
Berryville, is seeking a full-time wor-
ship leader. Please send resumes to 
Personnel Committee, 279 Highway 221 
S., Berryville, AR 72616 or shbc@shbc.
arcoxmail.com. Website: http://www.
myshbc.net.  

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time student pastor. 
Those interested should send a resume to 
Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church, Attn: 
Senior Pastor, 179 Devito Loop, Harrison, 
AR 72601.

MISCELLANEOUS

The Church at Pinnacle Mountain, 
Roland, AR needs a donated van for a 
single mother of six children.  Call 501-
920-5562.

For sale: Allen organ, Renais-
sance Model #R-320. $18,000 or best 
offer. Please contact South Side Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, at 479-782-5041 or 
southside@mynewroads.com for infor-
mation. 

Visit arkansasbaptist.org/ad 
to submit your classified!

Church life

Tumbling Shoals Baptist 
Church, Tumbling Shoals, 
will host the 19th annual ex-
pository preaching conference 
April 28-30. The community is 
invited to join attendees for a 
worship service at 7 p.m. April 
29. Hershael York, professor 
of preaching at Southern Sem-
inary in Louisville, Ky., is the 
speaker. 

Southern Baptist churches 
of Woodruff County are spon-
soring a countywide event at 
6 p.m., May 15, at First Bap-
tist Church, McCrory. The 
event is designed to encourage 
churches to worship together. 
Dan Weeks, pastor of Gregory 
Baptist Church, Gregory, will 
be the speaker. Ryler Wilson 
of The Representatives will 
lead music. The event will be 
followed by a revival/crusade 
being planned for the fall or 
early spring 2017. 

The third annual Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) Golf 
Tournament will be held Fri-

day, May 20, at Sage Meadows 
Country Club in Jonesboro. 
The four-person scramble will 
begin with lunch at 12 p.m., 
with tee time at 1 p.m. Team 
prizes will be awarded, as well 
prizes for a hole-in-one, closest 
to the pin and longest drive. 
Proceeds will go to the Wil-
liams College athletic depart-
ment. For more information 
contact Aaron Andrews at aan-
drews@wbcoll.edu.

Red River Baptist Associa-
tion held its annual Disaster 
Relief (DR) Training Session 
April 9 at First Baptist Church 
in Arkadelphia. The event was 
attended by 80 volunteers. The 
association served as the host 
team, while the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
DR team trained volunteers. 
Teams represented included 
three chainsaw units, two feed-
ing units, a flood recovery unit 
and a communications unit, 
in addition to state conven-
tion personnel which included 
Randy Garrett, ABSC disaster 
relief director.

Ordinations

Lifeline Baptist Church, 
Pleasant Plains, ordained Mi-
chael Harris and Wayne Rob-
erson as deacons April 3.

Obituaries

mother, and a sister. 
Funeral services were held 

April 6 at Hurricane Lake 
Baptist Church in Bryant. In-
terment followed at Pinecrest 
Memorial Park in Alexander. 

Place your classified at
arkansasbaptist.org
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Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

ACROSS ARKANSAS

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of May.
◆ May 10: Katie Butts, OBU Box 4634, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Brazil. 
◆ May 20: Garrett Logan, OBU Box 3891, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Middle East.
◆ May 31: Zach Fricke, OBU Box 4429, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Guatemala.

Robert Howard "Bob" 
Gladden, 88, of Little Rock, 
died April 4. Born in Caddo 
Gap, he lived there until his 
family moved to Arka-
delphia for his four 
brothers and one sis-
ter to attend college. 
In 1948, he graduated 
from Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU) in 
Arkadelphia. There,  
he played on the var-
sity basketball team 
along with his brother Tom. 
He made the Arkansas All-
State college basketball team 

in 1947. In 1975, he was hon-
ored by OBU with a Distin-
guished Alumni Award along 
with his wife, Alla B. Gladden, 

who predeceased him 
in 1997 after 48 years 
of marriage.

After college Glad-
den served in the U. S. 
Army, then worked for 
Reynolds Metals Com-
pany in Bauxite for 30 
years. He next worked 
for the Pulaski County 

School District as assistant 
superintendent for finance. 
In 1986, he became the CFO 

of Coulson Oil Company in 
North Little Rock, later be-
coming its senior executive 
advisor. He was still working 
at the time of his death, in 
his 30th year of service to the 
company. He also served on 
the board of Delta Dental of 
Arkansas for many years.

When he and his wife 
moved to Little Rock in 1950, 
they joined Immanuel Baptist 
Church, where he was a mem-
ber for more than 65 years. At 
Immanuel, Gladden served 
as a trustee and a deacon, as 
chairman of the budget and 
finance committees, and as 
a Sunday school director to 
many groups of young married 
adults.

He loved to travel the world 
with his family, visiting 117 
countries and every continent. 
He cherished each trip as "the 
trip of a lifetime." While trav-
eling he would joke about his 
birthplace, "We're a long way 
from the Gap!" Known to all 
as an optimist, he loved the 
motto "The harder I work, the 
luckier I get" and his favorite 
Bible verse "Let all things be 
done decently and in order," 
(1  Cor. 14:40, KJV).

He is survived by two daugh-
ters, two grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren, a brother 
and a sister.

A memorial service was held 
at Immanuel Baptist Church 
April 7. A private burial took 
place at Pinecrest Memorial 
Park in Alexander.

Gladden

Gladden, longtime IBC member, dies at 88

PACKING FOR MOTHER’S DAY – A group of about 20 homeschool children and 
their mothers from Central Baptist Church, North Little Rock, helped pack Mother's 
Day Offering materials for Arkansas Baptist Children's Homes (ABCHomes), April 7. 
The children packed and 245 packets for mailing.

Betty Ferguson Oliver, 79, 
of North Little 
Rock, died April 
9. 

She was pre-
ceded in death 
by her parents, 
a twin brother, 
a sister and a 
brother.

She is survived by her hus-
band of almost 53 years, Rob-
ert (Bob) Oliver.

Having served for more 
than 57 years, she was the 
longest tenured employee 
in the entire University of  

Arkansas system. She served as 
staff chair for the University of 
Arkansas Cooperative Exten-
sion’s Pulaski County program 
from 1969-2001, and in 2004 
was inducted into the Arkan-
sas Agriculture Hall of Fame. 

A longtime member of 
Little Rock's First Baptist 
Church, she sang in the choir 
and served as a group leader in 
her Bible study class. 

After her twin's death, she 
and her husband established a 
Robert and Betty Oliver Twins' 
Scholarship at Ouachita Bap-
tist University in Arkadelphia 
where she served on the board 
of trustees. 

Obituaries She is a graduate of Ouachi-
ta Baptist University and re-
ceived a master's degree from 
the University of Arkansas. 

In the fall of 2015, she 
was the honoree at Stepping 
Up for Ouachita, an annual 
event which has raised more 
than $350,000 in scholarships 
for women since its incep-
tion. Assisting young people 
in obtaining education was 
of paramount importance for 
her. She was honored to help 
young people reach their goals, 
especially through a faith-
based college education.

A celebration of her life was 
held April 12 at Little Rock's 
First Baptist Church. A grave-
side service followed at Bluff-
ton Cemetery in Bluffton. 

Reach thousands
of Arkansas Baptists 
with a classified ad  
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ChurchTech
“Look, I am about to do  

something new; even now it is 
coming. Do you not see it?”

 Isaiah 43:19 (HCSB)

Grand Ave. gets tech help from children
FORT SMITH – Every week 
when the spotlights flip on 
and the microphones are cued 
for the children’s worship 
time at Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, the vol-
unteers manning the technical 
booth aren’t adults – they’re 
fifth- and sixth-graders. 

The children have been run-
ning their own technology for 
more than a year.

But it hasn’t always been 
this way. There was a time, a 
couple years ago, when Bev-
erly Turner, Grand Avenue 
Baptist’s children’s minister, 
needed adult volunteers to run 
technology in the children’s 
area – or at least, she thought 
she needed adult volunteers.

“We were desperately trying 
to build a tech team for our 
children’s worship area,” she 
said. “God had already pro-
vided a Mac notebook (com-
puter), we had updated soft-
ware, we had a phenomenal 
light board with shiny flashing 
buttons and we had lots of mi-
crophones – but no workers to 
turn them on. What we didn’t 
have were adults! Why would 
God give us so much and not 
have someone to manage it?”

So she prayed and asked 
God for what she thought she 
needed.

“OK, God,” she prayed, 
“I know that You know what 
we need. So would You mind 
sending me a few adults to 
make this stuff work? We live 
and die by technology. There 
must be somebody out there 

who wants to help!” 
That “somebody” was not 

whom she expected. God 
opened her eyes to the re-
source right in front of her – 
children.

“I have a Mac; I know how 
to run that program!” a sixth-
grade boy told her one day.

“So after a quick prayer and 
my singing a short version of 
the ‘Hallelujah Chorus,’ a kid 
was running our technical 
booth,” she said. “Why not? 
This is their world! They love 
the technology, and they are 
so excited to use their knowl-
edge.”

She said she values mentor-
ing children so that they can 
“see their talents and abilities 
as tools for God’s kingdom.” 

She noted Grand Avenue 
has a child-led praise team and 
a children’s drama team. In ad-
dition, they teach children to 
share their faith. 

“So why not let them use 
their technology on Sunday 
morning?” she asked.

Over the past two years, they 
have transitioned from having 
a few children simply volun-
teer to children running the 
entire system, which includes 
two computers, a soundboard, 
a light panel and six micro-
phones. Turner said it takes 
three or four people to run all 
the technology. They do every-
thing from dimming spotlights 
and monitoring microphones 
to cueing sound effects and 
on-screen Bible verses to run-
ning music videos and group 

video games.
And what do the children 

think of this arrangement?
“They love it!” Turner said.
“I love working in the 

sound (technical) booth,” said 
sixth-grader Madison Blay-
lock. “Every time I work there,  
I know I’m serving the Lord. 
When Ms. Bev asked for work-
ers from the fifth- and sixth-
grade class, I was one of the 
first to sign up; there’s nothing 
that makes me happier. I’m 
helping Grand Avenue Baptist 
kids worship God. I’m so glad 
I’m a part of this life-changing 
church.”

Turner noted they still have 
an adult in the technical booth 
to oversee everything and trou-
bleshoot problems.

Bret Spencer, the adult co-
ordinator, and overseer for 
the children’s technical booth, 

noted how hard it is to get 
adults to volunteer consistent-
ly. 

“The work is not compli-
cated or difficult, but we need 
some human elements,” he 
said. “Using the kids is a win-
win; I have someone to oper-
ate the media, and the kids 
have responsibilities to handle. 
They enjoy doing it and look 
at it as a privilege. Many will 
show up on weeks when it’s 
not their turn, hoping that 
one of the scheduled crew is 
absent that week. We never 
have a shortage of volunteers 
now.”

“They are now the force of 
our program and an encour-
agement to me,” Turner said. 
“Isn’t it good when God an-
swers our prayers – in His own 
way?”

McKINNEY, Texas (BP) 
– Collin Baptist Associa-
tion in McKinney, Texas, 
recently launched Pray4Ev-
eryHome.com (P4EH) to 
help make praying for 
one’s own community 
more accessible.

According to Vince 
Smith, the association’s 
director of missions, 
Pray4EveryHome.com is a 
tool which helps individu-
als and congregations to 
pray specifically – by name 
– for all their neighbors.

Smith was new in his 
role, and the association’s 
135 congregations had just 
finished a self-assessment 
exercise with the North 
American Mission Board 
that showed the churches 
had two crying needs: 
implementing vision and 
prayer.

“And that was true in 
not just the life of our 
churches, but in the prayer 
lives of our pastors,” Smith 
said. “Of course, we know 
prayer is what moves the 
hand of God. I saw that as 
something we needed to 
work on.”

In the six months since 
the P4EH platform was 
rolled out, the network 
has grown to 40 states and 
the District of Columbia.

“We are hearing about 
more and more people 
who are coming to have a 
personal relationship with 
Jesus, and it all started 
because someone in their 
neighborhood started 
praying for them,” he said.

To learn more about 
P4EH, visit pray4every 
home.com.

Tech leads to prayer

Check your spiritual DSL connection with God
By Charles Patrick

MY DSL MODEM died a few 
weeks ago. Two hours of on-
the-phone tech support with 
"Margie" could not revive it. 
The DSL error code for a non-
functioning modem, interest-
ingly, is 666. The house was 
disconnected from the world 
for three days until a new 
modem arrived. No Internet 
connection meant no email, 
no Amazon Prime, no Face-
book, no in-the-house Wi-Fi. It 
was three days of ... sheer bliss.

We are called to be in the 

world, but not of the world. 
Sometimes being in the 
world can surround us with 
background noise that slowly 
creeps into our lives, distract-
ing us from investing in each 
other and, more importantly, 
communicating with God, 
who desires for us to connect 
to Him through prayer.

As I reflected on communi-
cating with God in the midst 
of my modem problem, a word 
picture developed viewing 
the Holy Spirit as a modem. 
Specifically, the Holy Spirit 
modem connects us to God 

the Father, through Jesus, as 
we pray. God's Word attests 
that we never receive the fol-
lowing DSL error codes from 
our Holy Spirit modem:

– Error codes 676 (line is 
busy), 678 (there is no answer) 
or 679 (cannot detect carrier). 
God is omnipresent, faithful 
and loving. He is always "on-
line" and always desires to hear 
from His people. Only those 
who reject God will receive a 
busy signal (Prov. 1:28-29).

– Error codes 668 (connec-
tion is dropped) or 638 (re-
quest has timed out). God is 

faithful, omnipotent and im-
mutable (unchanging). He is 
outside time and never grows 
weary.

– Error code 691 (access 
denied). Jesus is our Interces-
sor before the Father, and 
as a priesthood of believers, 
we have access to God. Even 
when we are disobedient and 
sin, we have full access to God 
to confess and repent.

The DSL error code we ex-
perience with our Holy Spirit 
modem, meanwhile, is code 
631 (port is disconnected by 
user). We are the ones who fail 

to connect to God through 
prayer.

The early church devoted 
themselves to prayer continu-
ally (Acts 6:4). Don't become 
error code 631. Daily com-
municate with God. Get away 
from worldly distractions and 
just pray. Plug the "DSL cable" 
back into the Holy Spirit 
modem. He is waiting with 
unlimited bandwidth.

Charles Patrick is vice presi-
dent for strategic initiatives and 
communications at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Bret Spencer and Addie Hasley work in Grand Avenue Baptist’s sound booth.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 15   BIBLE COMMENTARY

Howard Kisor
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To me, the meeting of Philip and 
the Ethiopian eunuch is a perfect ex-
ample of The Great Commission in 
action. The key verses in this passage 
are vv. 19-20: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name 
of the Father and of 
the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teach-
ing them to observe 
all things that I have 
commanded you…” 
(Matt. 28:19-20, 
NKJV).

The first sign of obedi-
ence on Philip’s part was 
to “Go therefore…” There 
was no questioning or 
hesitation on his part; he 
simply obeyed. How much 
easier would our Christian 
walk be if we were that at-
tuned to the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit?

The second sign of obe-
dience was when Philip 
was asked to add urgency 
and intentionality to his journey. This 
event would change the spiritual condi-
tion of a nation. The Ethiopian eunuch 
was a high-ranking official in the court 
of the queen. To miss this opportunity 
of witness would have long-range affect 
for that nation’s future. This was a di-
vine appointment. How do we respond?

The third sign of obedience was on 
the part of the Ethiopian eunuch. As 
Philip expounded on Scripture from 
the prophet Isaiah and then related the 
Scripture to Christ’s crucifixion, belief 
took hold in the eunuch’s heart and 

mind. The Holy 
Spirit had been 
drawing this man 
to the knowledge 
of Christ for some 
time. We must 
remember the  
Holy Spirit sets 
up these divine 

appointments and not be 
late.  

The last sign of obe-
dience came from both 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
eunuch. The full gospel 
presentation requires a 
commitment on the part 
of the believer to confess 
sins, ask for forgiveness 
and believe that Jesus 
died and was raised from 
the dead for our sins. We 

often forget that the affirmation of this 
belief comes when we are immersed 
(baptized) in water as a symbol of our 
faith in Christ. The eunuch did not 
hesitate to be baptized, and Philip 
acted on that confessed faith. This 
is the Great Commission in action 
through obedience. 

in the presence of our earthly parents? 
Do we want someone to do these awful 
things to us? Do we not understand 
the consequences of our actions? As 
my mother used to ask, “Do you want a 
whippin’?” The gavel fell. The punish-

ment was death. 
Miriam became 
white as snow. She 
was a leper. 

Then, we read 
one of the most 
thrilling moments 
of the Old Tes-
tament. Moses, 

representing the coming 
Messiah, stepped forward 
and said, “O God, please 
heal her – please” (Num. 
12:13, ESV). 

Do you imagine Jesus 
standing before the Fa-
ther, saying for you, “Heal 
him/her, please, please?” 
Do you see Calvary? Do 
you see your High Priest, 
your Advocate, asking for 
mercy for you? Do you 

feel the release as you realize your sins 
are forgiven?

Miriam did bear judgment. She was 
excluded from fellowship for a short 
time. And so, often do we. God does 
not always remove the earthly conse-
quences of our sins. But she was re-
deemed, bought back. And so are we.

From persecutor to persecuted, from 
radical opponent to radical supporter – 
all in a flash of light! This was the con-
version experience of Saul of Tarsus, 
later know as Paul the Apostle. I am sure 
that somewhere someone has had a simi-
lar conversion expe-
rience, but I have 
not read or heard of 
one.

I have heard of 
“foxhole” conver-
sions by members 
of the military and 
crisis conversions 
of those who have been in-
volved in a disaster or loss 
of a loved one. But this 
conversion happened be-
cause of the need for Paul 
to surrender his life to the 
cause of Christ. His charac-
ter and determination were 
needed for the difficult 
task of taking the gospel to 
the Gentile world.

Jesus had to get Saul’s 
attention first. Saul was 
a determined man with a path set on 
destruction of the new Christian faith. 
Nothing less than a Christophany would 
stop him in his tracks. A personal inter-
vention of Christ in a dramatic vision 
was needed.

We sometimes fail to realize that 
Saul’s entire religious world was turned 

upside down. It would be comparative 
to us being taken from this modern 
world and set into a future time some 
2,000 years from now. How would we 
relate? What would be familiar? How 
would we adjust our lifestyle? This was 

a radical change for 
him.

Saul’s conver-
sion required some-
one to assist him in 
this change. Being 
made temporarily 
blind forced him 
to depend on oth-

ers to lead him. Having 
a Christian, his former 
avowed enemy, to come 
and release him from his 
blindness had to be hu-
miliating. But sometimes 
God has to take us to a low 
place in our lives to get our 
attention, much like the 
prodigal son.

But once Saul’s heart 
and mind were convinced 
that Jesus was the Christ 

the “Son of God,” he challenged the 
unbelieving world with the same deter-
mination that had characterized his per-
secution of Christians. 

In truth, any conversion is a radical 
one since we are transported from an 
eternity in hell to eternal life with Christ 
in heaven.

My favorite comic is “Rose Is Rose.” 
The child has a guardian angel. Most of 
the time, it is like a fire fly. But when 
danger comes, the angel becomes gi-
gantic. No one could refute the power 
of the guardian angel in “Rose Is Rose.”  

Zechariah, an el-
derly priest was at 
the altar. This was 
a once-in-a-lifetime 
occasion. While 
in the temple, Ga-
briel appeared to 
Zechariah to an-
nounce the birth 
of the Messiah’s forerun-
ner and the priest’s part in 
the plan. Zechariah missed 
the point. “We are too 
old,” he protested. In my 
mind, I see Gabriel pull-
ing himself up to his full, 
glorious stance. Here was a 
figure of great magnitude, 
not to be questioned. “I 
am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God” (Luke 
1:19, ESV). I can see Zech-
ariah tremble at his own faithlessness.

Before I condemn Zechariah, I must 
ask, “Why don’t I act on God’s writ-
ten Word? I know it is true.” Unbelief 
has consequences. Zechariah would 
not be able to share his wonderful 
visitation – not even with Elizabeth, 
his wife. Zechariah could write to her, 

but so often writing falls short of the 
spoken word as we try to convey our 
intense experiences. Unbelief leads to 
silence – yours and mine. Don’t think 
otherwise. You have heard people say, 
“If we truly believed Jesus could come 

today, we would 
be telling others.” 
We are all related 
to Zechariah!

Nine months 
of silence. That’s 
enough time to re-
pent. At the birth 
of the baby, Zecha-

riah’s friends asked what 
to call the child. “His 
name is John” (Luke 1:63, 
ESV). His friends and 
relatives were confused. 
Tradition would name 
the baby for a family pre-
decessor. The confession 
of obedience opened 
Zechariah’s mouth.

We often hear, “See-
ing is believing.” We can 
see the entire ministry of 

Jesus. We are wonderfully positioned 
in time to speak the life-giving words to 
others. We don’t need an angelic visit 
to tell us. God has given us His Word, 
His plan in writing. This incident from 
Luke speaks to us about our neglect of 
known truth. We are priests. We must 
tell.

Mary Kisor
Russellville

Obedient 
ACTS 8: 26-31, 35, 38-39

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Howard Kisor
Russellville

Imagine your father, standing with 
his hands on his hips, frowning and 
towering above you. You are guilty. You 
did it. Judgment is coming. Your mind 
races. You imagine the worst.

Miriam and Aaron had been called 
to the tent of 
meeting, the holy 
place, to face God. 
I believe Miriam 
was named first 
because she was 
the ring leader. Re-
member this was a 
patriarchal society; 
men are listed first. Miri-
am and Aaron stood with 
Moses – God’s man – be-
fore the Lord.

God dealt with the root 
of the problem. God chose 
Moses to lead. Miriam and 
Aaron had rebelled. The 
list of specific sins could 
include envy, jealousy, 
exaggeration to the point 
of lies, gossip, bigotry and 
scandal-mongering.

If these failings sound familiar, 
don’t look around the congregation. 
As Manuel Scott, the famous preacher 
chided, “Check yourself out! We must 
look deeply into our own hearts.”

God said, “Why were you not 
afraid?” The implication is clear. Why 
are we not afraid? Would we behave so 

Redeemed: Critical spirit
NUMBERS 12:1-11, 13-15 
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Converted
ACTS 9:3-9, 15-20 
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Beauty from ashes 
LUKE 1:11-20, 63-65 
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