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WASHINGTON (BP) – 
Churches whose facilities 
have been damaged by 
natural disasters now are 
eligible to receive relief 
funds from the federal 
government, according to 
a Jan. 2 announcement 
from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA). 

“Private nonprofit 
houses of worship will 
not be singled out for dis-
favored treatment within 
the community centers 
subcategory of [public as-
sistance] nonprofit appli-
cants,” FEMA Recovery 
Directorate Assistant Ad-
ministrator Alex Amparo 
wrote in a guide outlin-
ing the change in policy. 
The guide defines, among 
other matters, the types of 
nonprofit organizations 
eligible to receive funding 
as “community centers” 
under the federal Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act. 

In the wake of damage 
to Texas churches by Hur-
ricane Harvey in August, 
President Donald Trump 
and Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott both had urged 
FEMA to make houses of 
worship eligible to receive 
the same type of disaster 
relief funds available to 
other nonprofits. 

In the past, FEMA has 
denied aid to houses of 
worship after such disas-
ters as 2005’s Hurricane 
Katrina and Superstorm 
Sandy in 2012 because 
their buildings were used 
primarily for religious pur-
poses. 

Three small Texas 
churches sued FEMA 
Sept. 5 for access to disas-
ter recovery funding avail-
able to other nonprofits.

FEMA assistance for 
churches under the Staf-
ford Act is limited to re-
pair or replacement costs 
not covered by a loan from 
the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA).

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Churches now eligible 
for FEMA recovery funds

Eagle Heights suffers 
extensive fire damage

The portion of the Eagle Heights Baptist Church building suffering the most damage 
was built in 1946 and was being used by the youth of the church, said Kennith Stacy, 
pastor. He said the church’s storage buildings and two administrative offices housed 
in the structure were also destroyed.

HARRISON – The oldest 
portion of the historic Eagle 
Heights Baptist Church in 
Harrison suffered extensive 
damage in the early morn-
ing hours of  
Dec. 9 after 
a small truck 
struck a utility 
pole on High-
way 7, resulting 
in the pole ignit-
ing the corner 
of the church, 
according to au-
thorities. 

The Harrison 
Fire Department 
responded to 
a structure fire 
at the church 
around 4:40 a.m. Saturday 
morning following the ac-
cident. The motorist was 
charged with driving while 
intoxicated, according to Har-

rison police. 
Weather conditions at the 

time of the accident resulted 
in the wind blowing the fire 
into the church building, ac-

cording to po-
lice. 

The portion 
of the church 
building suf-
fering the most 
damage was built 
in 1946 and was 
being used by 
the youth of 
the church, said 
Eagle Heights 
Pastor Kennith 
Stacy. He added 
the church’s 
storage buildings 

and two administrative offices 
housed in the structure were 
also destroyed. 

In spite of the fire damage, 
Eagle Heights conducted its 

usual services on Sunday, Dec. 
10, in the church’s family life 
center, according to Stacy.  

“We recognize there are lots 
of memories … in the hearts 
of people today,” said Stacy in 
a video posted to the church’s 
website Dec. 9. He shared 
Psalm 16:11, “You will make 
known to me the path of life, 
and you will fill me with the 
joy in your presence.” 

“In the midst of the trag-

edy on our campus, we can 
still see … God’s presence has 
not left,” said Stacy. “We are 
the Body of Christ. It is not a 
building; it is a people. So to-
morrow morning we are going 
to gather together as a church, 
because that is what we know 
to do. 

“More importantly, tomor-
row is when we worship Jesus. 
This is the hope that we pro-
vide to this community.”

Holds services after blaze:

Listen to interview with 
Pastor Kennith Stacy  
on ABN Podcast 75 at  

arkansasbaptist.org/abn-podcast

ECON set for Jan. 29-30 at FBC, Little Rock
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) State Conference 
on Evangelism and Church 
Health (ECON) will be held 
Jan. 29-30 at Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church in Little 
Rock.

This year’s guest speakers 
include David Allen, dean of 
the School of Preaching and 
George W. Truett Chair of Pas-
toral Ministry at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas; Jim 
Cymbala, author and pastor 
of Brooklyn Tabernacle in 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; John Meador, 
senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Texas; Wade 
Morris, itinerant minister and 

founder and producer of The 
Journey Bible Study Series 
and Robert Smith, Charles T. 
Carter Baptist chair of divinity 
at Beeson Divinity School in 
Birmingham, Ala.

“We are extremely excited 
to have such a great line up 
of speakers for this year’s con-
ference,” said Terry Bostick, 
leader of the ABSC’s church 

health team. “I know that 
many in the state are looking 
forward to hearing from Jim 
Cymbala. Jim has impacted 
many believers over the years 
through his books and ser-
mons.”

“We are expecting a tremen-
dous crowd this year and look 
forward to what God is going 
to do with and through this 
conference to encourage our 
state,” said Bostick.

David McKinney, associate 
global worship pastor at Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, will lead worship during 
the conference. 

The Skit Guys, a Chris-
tian comedy duo made up of 
Tommy Woodward and Eddie 
James, will provide entertain-
ment during the event.

The Prayer Leaders’ Work-
shop will take place from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. Jan. 29 prior to the 

Allen Cymbala Meador Morris Smith Elliff

start of ECON. The workshop 
will be led by Bill Elliff, senior 
pastor of The Summit Church, 
North Little Rock.

The pastors’ lunch and 
workshop led by Cymbala, 
worship leaders’ lunch and 
workshop led by David McK-
inney, student pastors’ lunch 
and workshop led by Morris 
and preschool and children’s 
ministers’ lunch and work-
shop will be held during the 
Tuesday afternoon session 
from 12-1:30 p.m. Jan. 30.

The ministers’ wives lunch 
and workshop led by Karen 
Jordan will be held during 
the Tuesday afternoon session 
from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Registration is not required 
to attend ECON, but it is re-
quired in order to attend Tues-
day’s workshops. To register 
visit absc.org/econ-individual-
registration.

Williams launches presidential search
WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) has of-
ficially launched its search for 
a new president.

Bob Magee, chair of the 
presidential search committee, 
announced Dec. 11 that Wil-
liams is now accepting applica-
tions and nominations for the 
seventh president of the insti-
tution, which is transitioning 
to Williams Baptist University.

The search committee was 
assembled by J.R. Cox of Wal-
nut Ridge, who chairs the Wil-
liams Board of Trustees, after 
Tom Jones announced that he 
was resigning the presidency to 
take a position in California

Visit williamsbaptistcollege.
com/presidential-search for 
more information, including 
application and nomination 
instructions.



www.arkansasbaptist.org 3   

Digest
Stories of interest 

to Arkansas Baptists 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Hunt family makes $500K gift to 
Camp Siloam dining hall project Floyd to speak at first  

MLK Day ceremony Jan. 15
LITTLE ROCK – Arkan-
sas Baptist Ronnie Floyd, 
pastor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, has 
been announced as the 
keynote minister for Ar-
kansas’ inaugural Martin 
Luther King Jr. Holiday 
Exclusive scheduled for 
Jan. 14-15 in downtown 
Little Rock.

2018 marks 50 years 
since the death of King, as 
well as the first year that 
Arkansas has celebrated its 
first exclusive King federal 
holiday. 

Previously, Arkansas 
celebrated Civil War Gen. 
Robert E. Lee on the same 
day as Martin Luther King 
Jr. A new Arkansas law 
designates the King holi-
day as the third Monday of 
January, as dictated by fed-
eral law; Lee will now be 
commemorated in a state 
holiday on the second Sat-
urday of October.

The two days of honor 
related to King’s birthday 
are intended to “salute 
and honor all clergy who 
are keeping the faith as 
Rev. Dr. King and others 
in his day did on behalf 
of their walk with God,” 
according to event promo-
tion. The theme for the 
festivities is We Have De-
cided to Be United.

Floyd, who also serves 
as president of the Na-
tional Day of Prayer Task 
Force, USA, will speak at 
the inaugural ceremony at 
the state Capitol at noon 
on Jan. 15. Attendance at 
the inaugural ceremony 
is free, but attendees are 
encouraged to register on-
line.

Additionally, C. Dennis 
Edwards, senior pastor of  
St. John Missionary Bap-
tist Church, Little Rock, 
will deliver the keynote 
message at the inaugu-
ral gala at 4:30 p.m. on  
Jan. 14, at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn in downtown 
Little Rock. Ten couples 
will be honored as pioneer 
legacy leaders.

SILOAM SPRINGS – A 
$500,000 gift has been made 
by the J.B. and Johnelle Hunt 
trucking family of northwest 
Arkansas toward the $3.4 mil-
lion dining hall campaign at 
Camp Siloam.

Jason Wilkie, Camp Siloam 
executive director, said the 
“generous gift brings Camp 
Siloam that much closer to 
completing the requirements 
set forth by the J.E. and L.E. 
Mabee Foundation to secure 
the $250,000 challenge grant” 
awarded to benefit the camp’s 

dining hall in 
January.

“ M r s . 
Hunt’s gen-
erosity has 
paved a way 
to securing 
the Mabee 
F o u n d a -
tion’s Grant 

of $250,000, bringing along 
with it a new excitement,” said 
Wilkie.

The Mabee Foundation’s 
objective is to inspire giving in 
the final stages of a campaign, 
said Wilkie, adding if Camp 
Siloam is unable to meet the 
requirements of the match 
grant, the Mabee Foundation 
will retract the $250,000 grant 
award.  

“This gift is a bridge to 
completing the Feed My 
Sheep Campaign,” said 
Wilkie. “Without their gift, 
we wouldn’t even be close to 
doing so, but this gift makes 
achieving the challenge grant 
possible.”

Johnelle Hunt, a Southern 
Baptist who attends Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, is currently the chairman 
of the company, Hunt Ven-
tures, located in Rogers. She 
has been included in The Top 
100 Women list for Arkansas, 
and in 1992 was one of four 
women to receive the Worthen 
Professional Women of Dis-
tinction Award. Hunt is also 
a recipient of the 2013 Dick 
Trammel Good Neighbor 
Award given by the Rogers-
Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce. 

In 2015, Hunt was recog-
nized as a University of Arkan-
sas Chancellor’s Medal recipi-

ent and was inducted into the 
Arkansas Women’s Hall of 
Fame. In 2016, the Children’s 
Advocacy Centers of Arkansas 
chose Hunt as the Woman of 
Inspiration. 

Johnelle Hunt and her late 
husband, J.B. Hunt, were the 
first couple to be chosen as the 
Arkansas Easter Seal Arkan-
sans of the Year in 1990. The 
March of Dimes honored the 
Hunts as Citizens of the Year 
in 1996.

Since her husband’s death, 
Johnelle Hunt has continued 
to be actively involved in a va-
riety of development projects 
in northwest Arkansas. 

In August 2017, Camp Si-

Shaddox among March for Life speakers Jan. 21
LITTLE ROCK – The 40th 
annual March for Life is set for 
Sunday, Jan. 21, the same day 
that Southern Baptists 
mark Sanctity of Life 
Sunday.

Arkansas Attorney 
General Leslie Rut-
ledge is the keynote 
speaker for the event. 
Other speakers include 
Ken Shaddox, senior 
pastor of Park Hill Bap-
tist Church in North 
Little Rock, and Anthony Tay-
lor, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Little Rock.

The March for Life will start 
at 2 p.m. behind the Arkan-
sas State Capitol as marchers 

make their way down 
Capitol Avenue and 
circle the Capitol be-
fore coming together 
on the steps for a short 
program, according to 
Rose Mimms, execu-
tive director of Arkan-
sas Right to Life.

The annual obser-
vance attracts thou-

sands of Arkansans from 
across the state to remember 
the estimated 60 million un-

born children who have been 
killed by legal abortion, said 
Mimms.

This event, spon-
sored by Arkansas 
Right to Life, will re-
member the 45th an-
niversary of the Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court 
decision that legalized 
abortion in the United 
States on January 22, 
1973.

“Since we began 
marching 40 years ago, more 
and more people are joining 
us in our work to save the lives 

of the unborn through educa-
tion and political action” said 
Mimms. “This awareness has 

resulted in many pro-
life laws passed and 
the steady decline in 
the number of abor-
tions, but we will keep 
marching until respect 
for all human life is re-
stored.”

For more informa-
tion about the March 
for Life event, or how 

to organize a group to partici-
pate, visit artl.org/march-life, 
or call 501-663-4237.

loam broke ground to begin 
the construction of the new 
dining hall. Camp Siloam 
launched the Feed My Sheep 
Campaign in November 2015. 

In addition to the 62 
churches who have participat-
ed in the envelope campaign 
or given gifts, there have also 
been 900-plus individuals who 
have made one-time gifts, as 
well as several individuals who 
have made pledges to give to 
support the campaign, said 
Wilkie. 

“This campaign would not 
have been possible without 
the many donors who have 
contributed their time, prayers 
and gifts,” he said.

Camp Siloam broke ground to begin construction of the new dining hall in August 2017. Camp Siloam launched the $3.4 million 
Feed My Sheep Campaign in November 2015.

Rutledge Shaddox

Hunt
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 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)
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God wants to do ‘a new thing’ with our lives
B ehold, I am doing a new 

thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert” (Isaiah 
43:19, ESV).

The message of the prophet 
Isaiah for Israel in the second 
part of the book of Isaiah is 

hope during and after the 
exile.

Isaiah wanted the people to 
understand that God would 
send a Messiah and His plan 
for redemption of all man-
kind, both Jew and Gentile.

For the people to be deliv-
ered from captivity, they first 

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

had to get right with God and 
return to rebuild Judah.

But Isaiah found the people 
comfortable in their exile, 
going about their daily lives 
with little thought about their 
ultimate mission.

You could say that they 
were comfortable, but eternal 
salvation certainly was not 
theirs.

As we enter 2018, many 
people are comfortable in 
their lives and their existence. 
But they are not looking at 
the bigger picture of their 
eternal destinations.

Modern times with modern 
conveniences and modern 
distractions can be deadly and 
lead to destruction.

For the Christian, the bet-
ter way is to be focused on 

Christ and the cross, in spite 
of the hardships and chal-
lenges that may come.

In Isaiah 43 the prophet 
emphasized the new creation 
that we become through 
Christ. The 
Apostle Paul 
later addressed 
this with first-
century believ-
ers, following 
the lead of what God already 
inspired through the prophet 
Isaiah.

My goal in the New Year is 
to not miss what God is doing 
in my life because I am con-
sumed by distractions of the 
modern age.

Those who have professed 
Jesus Christ as Lord should 
look at the New Year as a new 

opportunity to contextualize 
and grow in faith.

Personally, I have found 
Bible study and prayer early 
in the morning to be the 
best time to engage with the 

Lord and seek 
counsel for my 
daily affairs.

Moreover, 
if you haven’t 
read the entire 

Bible through yet, I would en-
courage you to commit to do 
so in 2018. 

Reading God’s Word allows 
His Spirit to work in our lives 
and prepares us for the jour-
ney ahead. Don’t miss out on 
the “new thing” God wants to 
do in your life in 2018!

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

Review
Doug Hibbard

T he Epistle of James 
is one of those Bible 

books that we like to proof-
text out of, but it’s sometimes 
a bit tough to digest it as a 
complete book. It is fairly easy 
to grab a verse or two and 
not deal with the content. 
However, in the process, we 
risk missing the beauty of 
the book as a whole. James 
did not write, after all, in 
just verses. 
He wrote an 
entire letter. 
How should 
we go about 
understanding 
the book as a whole?

Enter the new work from 
William Varner, “James: A 
Commentary on the Greek 
Text.” While it is not the 
only recent commentary on 
James (Varner has recently 
released a more devotional-
type commentary himself), 
the newness of this volume 
allows it to take full advantage 
of newer resources in Greek 
studies. That includes access 
to the newest Greek lexicon 
and the recently published 
Greek New Testament from 
Tyndale House. 

The text is focused on un-
derstanding James from the 
Greek text rather than from 
any specific English transla-
tion. Readers will need to 
recall their Greek skills to 

make the best use of Varner’s 
work, although placing the 
commentary side-by-side with 
an English translation still 
brings many of the benefits. 
However, without a good 
understanding of Greek, the 
reader will not understand 
what is happening here. 

Within the commentary, 
the reader will find the stan-
dard features. There is an 

introduction, 
which addresses 
authorship, 
date and audi-
ence. There is 
excellent mate-

rial included which addresses 
not only the identity of James, 
but also his role in the early 
era of Christianity. Further 
introductory material speaks 
to the issues of text and lan-
guage, with some notes on the 
textual basis for James.

From there, Varner moves 
into the standard commen-
tary format of explaining 
the text portion by portion. 
His method makes this work 
stand out, though, as the text 
is in Greek (as mentioned 
above) and he starts with 
notes on the textual variances 
for each section. He offers 
a translation that illustrates 
sentence structure and works 
into some of the flows of 

Commentary on James

See JAMES page 5
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I don’t know how every church in Arkansas operates, 
but because our financial year ends in December and 

because all IRS deductions for charitable donations have 
to be given before Dec. 31 each year, the last month of the 
year ends up being a very “bottom-line” driven time of the 
year.

Inevitably, that causes us to celebrate 
Lottie Moon, the Cooperative Program 
and other Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) causes to help encourage mem-
bers of our congregation to give and 
give generously to finish out the fiscal 
year.  And that isn’t really hard. What is there to not cel-
ebrate regarding the Cooperative Program, international 
missions, etc?

The cooperative efforts of the SBC are, of course, amaz-
ing and well worth celebrating. But, there have been plenty 
of conversations about that over the years. Instead, I want 
to address an area of cooperation as Southern Baptists that 
we often overlook, perhaps because it’s just so obvious. 
Maybe we take it for granted.

I’m talking about the simple human perspective of coop-
eration – arm in arm, hand in hand.

As I mentioned in my first column several weeks ago, 
I’m not what anyone would call an SBC or Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) insider. I didn’t grow up in 
the denomination; I didn’t go to Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity or Williams Baptist College.  But, still, since I en-
tered the local church ministry through Southern Baptist 

churches in Arkansas in 1997, I have been blown away by 
the simple human side of cooperation and community.

I once scoffed at attending annual meetings, the evan-
gelism conference or any similar meeting throughout the 
year. I couldn’t believe someone would take time out of 
the office for such nonsense, and then I went once. And 

then I went back.
And then, somewhere down the line, I 

realized what an incredible gift we’ve been 
given as a cooperative group of autonomous 
churches in the SBC – the gift of fellowship, 
friendship, synergy, mutual sharpening and 

accountability.
Now, whenever there’s a conference or meeting, I have 

a hard time not justifying my presence. Whether it’s con-
necting with ABSC Executive Director Sonny Tucker or 
any member of his paid staff, or spending time with any 
pastor or staff member from around the state, it’s always 
worthwhile from a simple human standpoint, a reminder 
that I am not alone, that this thing called Christ’s king-
dom is bigger than me.  

I leave such meetings encouraged. I leave them energized 
and inspired. I leave them better than how I arrived – al-
ways because of the power of cooperation and friendship. 
If you’ve been like me – a bit skeptical – why not give it a 
shot and come say, “Hi,” the next time our ABSC family 
gets together?

Greg Sykes is pastor of First Baptist Church, Russellville, and 
president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

H ope. It is a good word that we hear and use often. In 
modern usage it means optimistic or wishful think-

ing. However, the biblical meaning is much stronger and 
richer. The New Testament meaning is that of a guarantee, 
a sure thing, an absolute definite that is just not here yet.

As we enter this new year, I have great 
hope for Arkansas Baptists and our work. 
Though I do have optimistic and wishful 
thinking, my attitude is based on our in-
credible God Who has been faithful to our 
Arkansas Baptist family of churches in the 
past and Who continues to pour out His 
blessings on us.

Based on what He has done in the past, I anticipate sev-
eral incredible things this year.

Thousands will be saved through our churches and min-
istries. Hundreds of students will respond to or begin ex-
ploring a call to ministry. Dozens of new churches will be 
planted, and dozens more will begin to explore the church 

planting process. Thousands of church members will be 
trained in church health issues on the state, associational 
and local church level. Thousands of Arkansas Baptists will 
engage in mission projects from the front door to the ends 
of the earth. Our Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) cen-

ters and local church collegiate ministries will 
continue to greatly impact college students. 
Our state will continue to focus on extraordi-
nary prayer for revival and spiritual awaken-
ing. Our Arkansas Baptist agencies and insti-
tutions will continue to provide unparalleled 
support for our churches. Arkansas Baptists 

will contribute millions of dollars to kingdom causes. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Arkansans will experience God’s 
love, grace, comfort and strength through the ministry of 
Arkansas Baptists.

It is with solid reason I have great expectations for 2018!
J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is executive director of the Arkansas Bap-

tist State Convention.

C   hristmas and other holidays 
can be difficult times for 

those who have recently lost loved 
ones or have lost a loved one and 
grieve their loss. My father-in-law 
passed away on Nov. 27, and we 
celebrated our first holiday with-
out him this Christmas.

James 1:17 reminds me that 
God is the giver of all good gifts. 
God has given us many gifts that 
give comfort in times of grief and 
loss.

– The gift of Jesus. Jesus, fully 
God and fully man, has identi-
fied with our suffering and pain. 
Jesus knew what it was like to 
lose a loved one. “Jesus wept” in 
response to Lazarus’ death (John 
11:35).

– The gift of eternal life. God 
knows what it’s like to lose a Son 
to death. I’m comforted knowing 
that God loved humanity enough 
to send Jesus to die and save peo-
ple so that we can ultimately have 
eternal life in heaven with God 
(John 3:16-17).

– The gift of His Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is our helper and 
comforter. There are times when 
no one else can comfort except 
the presence of the Holy Spirit 
walking us through the valley of 
grief (John 14:26-27). 

– The gift of His Word. Re-
peatedly, Scripture comforts our 
soul, providing guidance and 
hope through the difficult sea-
sons of life (2 Cor. 1:3-4).

– The gift of church family. 
Our family has been comforted 
and encouraged by our church 
family.  Many small things have 
been huge blessings to our family 
(1 Thess. 4:13-18).

Losing a loved one who was 
a believer causes me to grieve, 
but not without hope. Because 
of the gift of Jesus in His first 
advent, death and resurrection, 
I long for the second advent of 
Christ where He will return and 
the dead in Christ shall rise and 
spend eternity in heaven with 
God. That’s a gift that comforts 
me and gives me hope to make it 
through another day until Christ 
returns and God “will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore” (Rev. 
21:4, ESV).

Ben Phillips is a member of the 
ABSC evangelism and church health 
team.

Family Matters
Ben Phillips

Giver of all good gifts Great expectations in 2018

President’s 
Perspective
Greg Sykes

Celebrate the ABSC family in 2018!

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

Our purpose and mission
 The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) exists to assist  

Kingdom work by informing, inspiring and involving  
Arkansas Baptists through meeting needs of people,  

spreading the gospel, making disciples and growing God’s 
work in Arkansas and beyond.

As the largest religious publication in the state, the ABN 
strives for journalistic integrity, fairness and balance in its 

reporting of Baptist and evangelical news.

We advocate for the cause of Jesus Christ.
We report the news based on our Christian worldview.

We uphold high standards of journalism
and Christian ethics.

discourse analysis. (I will 
admit to being a very 
basic student of that as-
pect of Greek study, and 
so I cannot comment if he 
does it well or not.)

In all, Varner’s com-
mentary is helpful. He 
takes the approach of 
engaging all of James and 
showing how the pieces 
fit rather than breaking 
James up as if he had writ-
ten a collection of first 

century Christian tweets. 
He also draws from the 
well of the apostolic fathers 
to show how James influ-
enced the early church. 

I’m happy to have this 
on my shelf alongside 
other resources on James. 
It will help for both per-
sonal study and sermon 
preparation.

“James: A Commentary 
on the Greek Text” by 
William Varner, Fontes 
Press, 423 pages. Softcov-
er, 2017. 

Doug Hibbard is pastor of 
East End Baptist Church in 
East End.

continued from page 4
JAMES



January 11, 20186 

FROM AN unprecedented 
gift to Williams Baptist Col-
lege, which has announced a 
name change to Williams Bap-
tist University … to a graduate 
of Ouachita Baptist University 
finding her way to a powerful 
role in the White House … to 
historic flooding in the Natu-
ral State and beyond, along 
with the response of Arkansas 
Baptist volunteers in clean-up 
efforts … to the installation 
and immediate destruction of 
a Ten Commandments monu-
ment on the state Capitol 
grounds, 2017 was a year to 
remember. 

The Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has compiled the 
top 10 stories of 2017 
based on overall news 
value and significance to 
Arkansas Baptists. Follow-
ing are excerpts and sum-
maries from the original 
stories published in the 
ABN in 2017.

1. From Ouachita to 
the White House, Aug. 10

While President Bill 
Clinton will go down in 
history as the most famous 
Baptist from the Natural 
State to occupy the White 
House, the naming of Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders as press sec-
retary in the administration of 
President Donald Trump gen-
erated multiple headlines after 
she was named to the position 
in July 2017.

Sanders, a native Arkansan 
and graduate of Ouachita Bap-
tist University, became only 
the third woman in U.S. his-
tory to serve as White House 
press secretary. The daughter 
of former two-term Arkansas 
governor and presidential 
contender, Mike Huckabee, 
Sanders grew up in the world 
of politics. She credits her cur-
rent role in the White House 
to “the grace of God and so 
many other people who: one, 
helped get the president elect-
ed and two, helped [me] be 
blessed enough to be part of 
his administration.”

2. Williams Baptist College 
to become university, Oct. 5

Williams Baptist College 
leaders announced in fall 
2017 that the 76-year-old col-
lege would officially change its 
name to Williams Baptist Uni-
versity on July 1, 2018. 

The change to Williams 
Baptist University had been 

actively considered for more 
than two years and was formal-
ly approved on Sept. 15, 2017. 

Williams was founded in 
1941 as Southern Baptist Col-
lege. The name was changed 
to Williams Baptist College, 
in honor of founder H.E. Wil-
liams, in 1991. The college is 
owned and operated by Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention.

3. Widespread flooding 
hits churches across Ark./
Volunteers respond, May 18

As the floodwaters rose, 
Arkansas Baptists responded. 
Historic flooding throughout 
Arkansas in late April and 

early May 2017 caused exten-
sive damage to some Arkansas 
Baptist churches and Camp 
Siloam in Siloam Springs. In 
response, a torrent of disaster 
relief (DR) and local church 
volunteers ministered in the 
flood’s soggy aftermath.

The governor declared 36 
of Arkansas’ 75 counties as di-
sasters, and Camp Siloam ex-
perienced more flood damage 
than it ever had experienced 
before.

During 2017 Arkansas Bap-
tist DR volunteers also de-
ployed to Louisiana, Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas (ABN, 
Feb. 23, March 23, Sept. 7, 21, 
Oct. 5) to assist in relief efforts 
related to historic flooding fol-
lowing destructive hurricanes.

Southern Baptist DR cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary in 
2017 (ABN, Feb. 23).

4. Williams gift of $2.9 mil-
lion ‘unprecedented,’ Jan. 26

Williams Baptist College re-
ceived an unprecedented $2.9 
million gift – the largest ever 
received by the college – from 
the estate of Jonesboro busi-
nessman Clifford Toney.

Toney, a 1980 graduate of 
Williams, died in August 2015 

at the age of 57 following a 
lengthy illness.

5. 2,500 volunteers from 
190 churches witness during 
Acts 1:8 One Day event, Oct. 
19

More than 2,500 volunteers 
from 190 Arkansas Baptist 
churches fanned out in north 
Pulaski County in central Ar-
kansas for the seventh annual 
Acts 1:8 One Day Mission 
Trip Oct. 7, 2017.

Numerous outreach activi-
ties included street evangelism, 
prayer walking, home repair 
and renovation, medical and 
dental clinics, food distribu-

tion, block parties, yard 
cleanup, car washes and 
more. By day’s end, 35 
people had made pro-
fessions of faith in Jesus 
Christ.

6. Ten Command-
ments monument com-
ing to Arkansas Capitol 
in June, June 1/ Ark. 
Ten Commandments 
monument destroyed, 
July 13

The Capitol Arts and 
Grounds Commission ap-
proved in early May 2017 

the installation of a Ten Com-
mandments monument on the 
grounds of the state Capitol. 
Construction and installation 
of the monument were funded 
by the American Heritage and 
History Foundation.

Following its installation on 
June 27, 2017, the monument 
was destroyed less than 24 
hours later after Michael Tate 
Reed of Van Buren allegedly 

drove a vehicle into the statue, 
apparently while streaming the 
act live on social media. Reed 
was later committed to a men-
tal institution.

7. Fewer Ark. Baptists give 
more to missions offerings, 
March 9

For Arkansas Baptists, fewer 
give more. Arkansas Baptist 

giving to the Cooperative Pro-
gram (CP), as well as interna-
tional, national and statewide 
missions offerings, is up, and 
the number of churches par-
ticipating is down in recent 
years, according to Arkansas  
Baptist State Convention re-
cords. 

8. Ark. law changes on 
guns in churches, April 20/
What Arkansas law says about 
guns in churches, Nov. 30

On April 4 Ark. Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson signed into law 
bills regarding standards and 
restrictions on the carrying of 
concealed firearms. Holders of 
the standard concealed-carry 
permit are not allowed to carry 
a handgun into church, unless 
the church has approved the 
carrying of a concealed fire-
arm under either a blanket 
permission for all permit hold-
ers or by designating specific 
individuals or members of a 
security or safety team to carry  

handguns, provided those in-
dividuals or team members 
have current concealed-carry 
permits.

Holders of the enhanced 
concealed-carry permit are 
allowed to carry a firearm 
into a church, unless the 
church has provided written 
notice that it does not allow  
firearms on its premises.

Top stories of 2017: A year to remember

9. ‘Alt-right’ vote and evan-
gelism draw SBC focus, June 
29

Appointment of a task 
force to study how Southern 
Baptists can be more effective 
in evangelism and a resolution 
decrying the “alt-right” move-
ment were among the high-
lights of the annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) June 13-14, 2017, 
in Phoenix. 

A resolution on the “the 
anti-gospel of alt-right white 
supremacy” decried “every 
form of racism, including 
alt-right white supremacy, as 
antithetical to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ” and pledged to 
pray “both for those who ad-
vocate racist ideologies and 
those who are thereby de-
ceived.” A vote to approve the  
resolution was followed by a 
standing ovation from mes-
sengers.

In the annual meeting’s 
final session, SBC President 
Steve Gaines announced the 
members of the 19-person 
evangelism task force, includ-
ing Nick Floyd, pastor, Cross 
Church, Fayetteville. 

10. Platt apologizes for 
IMB amicus brief, Feb. 23

International Mission 
Board (IMB) President David 
Platt apologized to Southern 
Baptists for the divisive nature 
of an amicus brief the IMB 
joined in May 2016 in sup-
port of a New Jersey’s Islamic  
society’s right to build a 
mosque. 

Platt reported that IMB 
trustees and staff have revised 
processes for the IMB legal de-
partment filing such amicus 
briefs and pledged that the 
IMB would focus on its mis-
sion statement.

Williams Baptist College announces its name change to Williams Baptist University.

Sarah Huckabee Sanders

Black RIver Baptist Association in Hoxie during widespread floods in May of 2017.
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James announces retirement from ABSC
LITTLE ROCK – David 
James, one of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) longest serv-
ing staff members, 
has announced his 
retirement effective 
Aug. 31.

By the time of his 
retirement, James 
will have served 31 
years as leader of the 
ABSC’s college and 
young leaders team. 

Prior to serving on the 
staff of the ABSC, James 
served in various positions 
of Baptist collegiate ministry 
leadership across Oklahoma. 

Before entering vocational 
collegiate ministry, James 
served as associate pastor 

of Trinity Baptist 
Church, Pauls Valley, 
Okla., for four years.

An Oklahoma na-
tive, James holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in 
Education degree from 
East Central State 
University in Ada, 
Okla.; a Master of 
Divinity degree from 

Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas; and a Doctor of Min-
istry degree from Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 

in Kansas City, Mo.
“Being able to recruit, 

hire, nurture and walk life 
together with campus min-
isters and their families has 
been my number one prior-
ity,” said James. 

“I am grateful and thank-
ful, and I have learned a 
bunch. It has been fun to 
see Arkansas’ commitment 
to the Great Commission 
and commitment to impact-
ing the next generation.”

James and his wife, Peggy, 
have been married 42 years 
and have two children, 
seven grandchildren and a 
grandchild on the way.

One of ABSC’s longest serving staff members: Smith new preschool and
children’s specialist at ABSC
LITTLE ROCK – Emily Smith 
has been named preschool and 
children’s specialist for the  
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC).

Smith, who most 
recently was employed 
as women’s and chil-
dren’s associate for 
the Southern Baptists 
of Texas Convention 
(SBTC), will serve as a 
member of the ABSC 
church health team to 
support church leaders 
in the area of children's 
ministry.  

Prior to serving at SBTC, 
Smith was children’s minister 
at Beech Street First Baptist 

Church in Texarkana, and 
also was employed by Exclaim 
Entertainment in Dallas and 
FamilyLife Publishing in Little 
Rock.

Smith, a native of 
Hope, is a graduate of 
Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity and Southwest-
ern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.

“I am extremely 
excited to have Emily 
Smith joining our 
team as the preschool 
and children’s special-

ist,” said Terry Bostick, team 
leader of the ABSC church 
health team. “Emily brings 
both church and denomina-
tional experience to the job, 
and her strong ties to Arkan-
sas through her OBU degree 
and being a native Arkansan 
mean she will have immediate 
impact in the state.”

Smith and her husband, 
Wayne, have two sons, Elijah, 
3, and Josiah, 10 months.

Smith

Ark. Baptist College 
fires president
after 15 months
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Baptist College announced 
Dec. 18 that it had fired its 
president, citing “lack of trans-
parency.”

In a statement to the media, 
the college’s Board of Trustees 
said that Joseph L. Jones, presi-
dent of the historically black 
college the past 15 months, 
has been “terminated for cause 
effective immediately.”

Jones succeeded previous 
president, Fitz Hill, “who re-
signed to pursue other inter-
ests after leading the college 
to restored accreditation and 
financial stability, with near re-
cord student enrollment,” the 
news release stated. Hill was 
president for 10 years.

Dwindling enrollment and 
subsequent lack of tuition 
revenue have resulted in the 
school’s financial instability.

College officials said the 
institution has about 225 
students pre-enrolled for the 
spring 2018 semester, whereas 
it needs 700 students “just to 
break even financially,” KATV 
reported.

The college is not affiliat-
ed with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.
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Ouachita trustees adopt five-year strategic plan
ARKADELPHIA – Following 
an 18-month planning process, 
the Ouachita Board of Trust-
ees unanimously approved the 
university’s five-year strategic 
plan during its quarterly board 
meeting Dec. 14. 

The 2018-22 strategic plan 
includes six strategic direc-
tions and 24 specific goals to 
achieve those directions. Ac-
cording to the university the 

six strategic directions are: “1) 
Sustain Christ-Centered Iden-
tity; 2) Advance Faculty/Staff 
Support; 3) Ensure Transfor-
mative Learning; 4) Grow Resi-
dential Learning; 5) Diversify 
Educational Offerings, and  
6) Strengthen Key Partner-
ships.”

Ouachita President Ben 
Sells said the trustees’ action 
“fulfills the charge given at 
their June 2016 meeting to uti-
lize a deeply collaborative ap-
proach to formulate a five-year 
plan with difference-making 
strategic directions.”  

The university’s new strate-
gic plan was compiled by the 
University Planning Com-
mittee, in cooperation with 

trustees, faculty and staff. Ac-
cording to Sells, who chairs 
the Planning Committee, the 
planning process has includ-
ed 50 listening sessions with 
each of Ouachita’s academic 
schools and administrative de-
partments, meeting with sev-
eral of the university’s advisory 
councils and six workgroups 
that developed draft goals for 
each of the six strategic direc-
tions. 

In other action, the board:
– Adopted a revised endow-

ment policy following a year-
long review to better position 
the endowment to achieve its 
purpose to “generate a stable 
and continuously growing 
income stream for the activi-

ties and programs supported 
by the endowment.” The uni-
versity’s endowment currently 
stands at $108 million, an $8 
million increase over the previ-
ous year. 

– Heard an update about 
the Higher Learning Commis-
sion’s recent reaccreditation 
visit to campus. Stan Poole, 
vice president for academic af-
fairs, said the visit went well 
as students, faculty and staff 
shared “a positive sense of di-
rection and momentum for 
the university.” Final results of 
the reaccreditation process are 
expected this spring. Ouachita 
has maintained continuous ac-
creditation since 1953. 

– Received updates on uni-

versity enrollment and devel-
opment. As of mid-December, 
new student applications for 
fall 2018 are up more than 20 
percent and acceptances are 
up 13 percent, compared to 
the same time a year ago. Total 
fundraising activity as of Nov. 
30 is $11.7 million, compared 
to $5.9 million a year ago. The 
Ouachita Cornerstone Fund 
is at $435,000, compared to 
$341,000 a year ago.

– Approved hiring Ashleigh 
Harris as assistant athletic  
director. Harris, who holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
athletic training from Empo-
ria State University, previously 
was a graduate assistant at Mis-
souri Western State University. 

Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Ouachita receives 
$1.4 million gift
for scholarships
ARKADELPHIA – Ouachita 
Baptist University recently 
received a gift of nearly $1.4 
million to fund student schol-
arships.

The gift came from the 
estate of Earl and Nancy Mc-
Cuin, both of whom were stu-
dents at Ouachita.

In keeping with the Mc-
Cuins’ desire to benefit stu-
dents with financial needs, 
the Earl and Nancy McCuin 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 
is designed to give priority to 
students “from middle-income 
families who don’t qualify for 
other financial aid.”
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ThomasCITY CENTER CONVERSATIONS – Eric Metaxas (left), author of  “Martin Luther: The Man Who Rediscovered God and 
Changed the World,” was the featured guest for the first City Center Conversations event Dec. 12 at the Robinson Center in Little 
Rock. The event was hosted by Steven Smith, senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock. According to Smith, “City 
Center Conversations aims to ask and address these questions, and by doing so show how faith can be the center of conversation 
in the city.” Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

ABN to publish new
evangelist directory

Foundation announces
new distribution record
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkan-
sas Baptist Foundation (ABF) 
announced a record $26.8 mil-
lion in distributions for the 
year during its final quarterly 
board of directors meeting of 
2017.

Bobby Thomas, 
ABF president, said 
during the meeting 
that 2017 distribu-
tions to date totaled 
$26,871,286, which 
marks another record 
in the history of the 
foundation, with dis-
tributions now more than $37 
million for a 12-month period.

Also during the meeting, 
Neal Scoggins, church plant-
ing strategist with the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), shared a devotional 
from 2 Corinthians 2:12-17, 
highlighting how believers 
should maintain the aroma of 
Christ in everything they do.

Other highlights of the 
meeting included:

– A presentation by David 
Perry, executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 

Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), about the or-
ganization’s theme for 2017, 
Lifetime of Hope. Perry high-
lighted many of the ways fami-
lies impacted by the work of 

ABCHomes are taught 
to find hope in Christ. 
He also shared with 
the board the organi-
zation’s new logo and 
website.

– Recognition of 
outgoing board mem-
bers and election of a 
new board secretary, 

John McMorran.
– Announcement of a new 

online scholarship portal for 
Arkansas Baptist students at 
abf.org/scholarships.

– Announcement of a new 
partnership with Evangeli-
cal Council for Financial Ac-
countability (ECFA), a free 
resource for managing church 
finances. Churches may sub-
scribe at no cost at churchex-
cel.org/abf.

– Selection of Thomas & 
Thomas LLP of Little Rock as 
the ABF auditor for 2018.

VOCATIONAL evangelists 
and itinerant ministries are in-
vited to place a directory adver-
tisement in the Jan. 25 edition 
of the Arkansas Baptist News 
which will be distributed at the 
2018 Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Health.

For more information 
visit arkansasbaptist.org/ec-
onads or call 501-376-4791,  
ext. 5153.

Read more news at arkansasbaptist.org
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On the move

Church life

C l a s s i f i e d s

Central Baptist Church, Hot Springs, is seek-
ing full-time pastor. Send resume to: CBC 
1035 Central Avenue, Hot Springs, AR 71901; 
Email: centralbaptist1035@att.net.

University Baptist Church in Shawnee, OK 
is searching for a creative, proven pastor with 
ministry experience, strong preaching skills, and 
accredited seminary education. Visit ubcshaw-
nee.org.

First Baptist Church, Augusta, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resume to First 
Baptist Church, 310 Pearl St, Augusta, AR 72006, 
or contact Bobby Bowen at 870-731-4061.

Big Fork Baptist Church of rural Mena, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational or retired pas-
tor starting January 1, 2018. Please send letter 
of intention, or resume to: Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee, 105 Polk Rd. 67, Mena, AR 71953.

FBC Pangburn, AR, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please mail resumes to FBC Pangburn, 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

PASTOR ciate Pastor. Send resume to: Cross View Baptist 
Church, 3268 N. FM 2148, Texarkana, TX  75503, 
ATTN: Youth Search Committee.

Balboa Baptist, Hot Springs Village, Arkan-
sas, receiving resumes for associate pastor 
administrator. BalboaBaptist.Church - “Who 
We Are” - “employment”.

Part-time maintenance coordina-
tor, Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock. Works 
with the Properties Committee to ensure current 
and long-term care for buildings and grounds. 
Send resumes to calvary@cbclr.org by Jan. 3, 
2018.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is looking for 
a bi-vocational youth pastor to love on & 
lead our youth as we continue to grow for God’s 
glory and our good! Please send resumes to 
Pastor Chris Kinzler @ www.ckinzler@pleasant-
grovelr.org.

First Baptist Church of Bay, AR (located just 
outside of Jonesboro) is seeking a part-time 
minister of music who is committed to lead-
ing a blended worship service. Resumes may be 

mailed to First Baptist Church, PO Box 190, Bay, 
AR, 72411 or submitted to www.bayfbc.org.

Associate pastor of worship. Grace 
Baptist Church in Belleville, AR, is seeking to hire 
a worship leader who can lead God’s people into 
a greater worship experience. Grace is a growing 
church and duties will include administrative 
skills as well as music skills. The pay package 
is negotiable and does include a parsonage. 
Please mail resumes to PO Box 27 Belleville, AR 
72824, or email Logan Ferguson at revlferg@
yahoo.com.

Judsonia First Baptist Church is in search 
of a youth director. All who are interested 
please contact Blake Moffett at Blake.moffett@
enbridge.com or 501-283-4187.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-vocational 
music director. Send resumes to pvfb.
church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is seek-
ing to hire an associate pastor of worship. 
This full-time position is responsible for devel-
oping and leading a church-wide worship min-

istry, which promotes the development of fully 
devoted followers of Jesus. Interested candidates 
can submit a resume with cover letter by mail 
(200 W. Main El Dorado, AR) or email jonathan.
kelley@fbceldorado.org.

First Baptist Church in Forrest City, AR, is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Submit resume to: dianne@fbcfc.org Attn: Mu-
sic Search Committee or by mail to 507 North 
Rosser St, Forrest City, AR 72335.

Levy Church, NLR, seeks full-time wor-
ship/executive pastor. Send resumes to: 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

Part-time band director needed to 
work 4 hours a week in a school. Must hold an 
Arkansas Teacher’s License. Please send resumes 
to doug@arkansasregionalbands.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Attn: Search Team, PO Box 250, Pangburn AR, 
72121, or email jonj3390@hotmail.com.

Lambrook FBC seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resumes to: Johnny Williamson, 
PO Box 544, Elaine, AR 72333.

Floral Baptist Church of Floral, Arkansas, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Send resumes 
and references to Floral Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
96, Floral, AR 72534.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church of Arka-
delphia is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Send resumes and references to Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 825 Cedar Grove Road,  
Arkadelphia, AR 71923.

Chicot Road Baptist Church is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
13301 Chicot Rd, Mabelvale AR 72103 or email  
chicotroadbaptist@att.net.

Cross View is accepting resumes for youth 
pastor.  Position will possibly evolve into Asso-

arkansasbaptist.org/ads

Orville E. Castleberry Sr., 
91, of Little 
Rock, died Jan. 
2. 

Castleberr y 
was a graduate 
of New Orleans 
Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary. 

He pastored churches 
throughout Arkansas includ-
ing First Baptist Church in 
Ward, Trinity Baptist Church 
in Malvern, First Baptist 
Church in DeValls Bluff, 
Gravel Hill Baptist Church 
in Benton and Trinity Baptist 
Church in Mabelvale. 

Castleberry was a member 
at South Highland Baptist 
Church, Little Rock.

He was preceded in death 
by a brother and two sisters. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Molly, a daughter, a son, four 
grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren.

Obituaries Graveside services were 
held Jan. 6 at Pinecrest Me-
morial Park in Alexander. A 
memorial service followed at 
Roller-Chenal Funeral Home 
Chapel in Little Rock.

Iris Searcy Owen, 104, of 
Malvern, died 
Dec. 21. 

She was a pia-
nist and taught 
Sunday school 
for six decades.

Her husband, 
Hugh, who died 

in 1997, served as pastor of 
Second Baptist Church in 
Conway (1942-48), Lee Memo-
rial Baptist Church (now First 
Baptist Church) in White Hall 
(1948-57), and Temple Bap-
tist Church in Benton (1975-
1981). He served as associa-
tional missionary for Central 
Baptist Association in Benton 
from 1957-1975 and was in-
strumental in the building of 
Spring Lake Baptist Assembly 

at Lonsdale.
Other than her husband, 

Owen was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Cherie.

She is survived by two sons.
Funeral services were held 

Dec. 30 at Third Baptist 
Church in Malvern, followed 
by burial in Rest Haven Cem-
etery in Malvern.

Trinity Baptist Church, 
Blytheville, will hold revival 
services Jan. 28-31. 

Evangelist Phil Glisson 
from Memphis, Tenn., will 
be the speaker. Glisson’s wife, 
Teresa, a ventriloquist, will ap-
pear with “Scotty.” 

Gerald Bounds retired Dec. 
31 after more than 55 years 
serving as pastor. He was serv-
ing as pastor of McJester Bap-
tist Church in Pangburn. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Four 
students with Arkansas ties 
graduated Dec. 8 from South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary (SBTS) at its 220th com-
mencement exercise held in 
Alumni Memorial Chapel at 
the seminary. 

Those who received degrees 
from the Billy Graham School 
of Missions, Evangelism and 
Ministry include Jimmy W. 
Daniel, of Bella Vista, with a 
Doctor of Educational Min-
istry; J. Stephen Hudson, of 
Rogers, with a Doctor of Phi-
losophy; and Guy L. Wilcox, 
of Fayetteville, with a Master 
of Divinity.

Christina E. Graham re-
ceived a Master of Divinity 

from the School of Theology. 
Her home church is Southside 
Community Church in Para-
gould.

In total, 156 of the 211-stu-
dent graduating class partici-
pated in commencement exer-
cises Dec. 8.

Four students with Arkansas ties 
graduate from Southern Seminary
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Human trafficking includes men, 
women and children of all ages. The 
United Nations has reported children 
as young as a year old and adults in 
their sixties being rescued from human 
traffickers. This $150 billion industry 
has more than 25 million people in 
forced labor, sexual exploitation and 
domestic servitude, which is essentially 
modern-day slavery. 

Globalization has brought this in-
ternational crime to every area of the 
globe. Some argue 
that the exploitation 
of people is basically 
because of greed and 
monetary gain. This 
is not something 
new. This is exactly what we see in Acts 
16:16-19. 

Paul’s mission team was hounded by 
a demon-possessed slave girl who was 
broadcasting the truth about their min-
istry. It seemed she was getting more 
attention than the gospel, so Paul cast 
the demon out of her. This caused her 
owners to be angered at the loss of in-
come which led to Paul and Silas being 
attacked, arrested, beaten, stripped of 
their clothes and cast into jail.  

It is true the exploitation of people 
is a means to an end, monetary gain. 
However, when Paul cast the demon 
out of her, he was essentially challeng-
ing their value system.  The fundamen-
tal cause of exploitation is the devalu-
ing of human life, which is a sin. The 
slave girl’s owners had no concern for 
her. Rather than minister to her needs, 
the owners exploited her for monetary 
gain.

Man was created in the image of 
God, the Imago 
Dei (Gen. 1:27). 
The Lord remark-
ably and wonder-
fully knit us togeth-
er in our mother’s 

womb (Psa. 139:13-15). The Lord also 
planned and determined our days 
which included the length of our life 
(Psa. 139:16; Job 14:5). The Lord has 
also ordained the tasks He wants us to 
perform (Eph. 2:10; Phil. 2:12-13).  

It is a challenge to any society to ex-
amine the motives behind businesses 
that profit from the devaluing of hu-
mans. Believers are to value all human 
life and should speak up and stand up 
for those who are being exploited.

Psalm 139:1-6 explains to us that 
God knows us intimately. The word 
“searched” in verse 1 means “to exam-
ine with great pain and care.” It means 
to get deep inside the issue. We see 
the outside, but God sees everything 
within.

God has “remarkably and wonder-
fully made” us (Psa. 139:13-18). Con-
ception and birth are both miracles 
that should cause us to marvel. We 

are made in the 
image of God, 
and He has a spe-
cial purpose for 
each person who 
is born. In the 
mother’s womb, 

the Lord weaves and embroiders a spe-
cial human to accomplish what He has 
purposed for that individual. Abortion 
disrupts God’s intended purpose for 
that little baby. Psalm 139:16 says that 
all our days, including those in the 
womb, are written in His book even 
before they began.  

My Baby Hope model came with a 
little tag that says, “I can’t wait to be 
born so I can become that special per-
son that God meant for me to be.”

The story is told about a preacher 
who waxed eloquently during his pasto-
ral prayer each service. His words were 
beyond the understanding of his con-
gregation, and they became frustrated. 
During one of his eloquent prayers, it 
became too much for one wee Scottish 
woman in the choir. She reached across 
and took a firm grasp of his coattail 
and gave it a yank and said, “Jes’ call 
him Fether, and ask‘im for something.” 
Eloquence is the 
power to trans-
late truth into 
language that is 
intelligible to the 
persons to whom 
you are speaking 
in a persuasive 
manner.  

Apollos was an eloquent speaker and 
very educated. He was “instructed in the 
way of the Lord” (Acts 18:25). The word 
“instructed” is the word “catechized” 
which means he had formal training in 
the Scriptures. Apollos was from Alex-
andria, which was the educational and 
philosophical center of the Roman Em-
pire. It is believed that disciples of John 
the Baptist went there while Jesus was 
still alive and taught formal classes on 

the Scriptures.  
Apollos’ speaking was fervent and 

accurate but incomplete (Acts 18:25). 
He only knew of John’s baptism. Aqui-
la and Priscilla took him aside and led 
him into a deeper knowledge of Christ 
and the things of God. He was able to 
go back into the synagogue the next 
Sabbath and speak the whole truth.  

A complete understanding of the 
Scriptures is vital for a complete wit-

ness. Paul en-
countered some 
disciples who 
didn’t know 
there was a Holy 
Spirit  (Acts 
19:2). The wit-
ness of the Holy 

Spirit is the one indispensable proof 
that a person is born again. He asked 
about their baptism. In Acts, a person’s 
baptismal experience indicated a per-
son’s spiritual experience. They had 
John’s baptism but not the baptism of 
the Spirit.

People need to hear the complete 
message of the gospel to have a genuine 
faith in Jesus, which is demonstrated 
through baptism and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.

I was a middle child of six children. 
One of my childhood friends was ad-
opted into a family, which made him 
the middle child. His parents constant-
ly told him to be easy on his younger 
siblings and to follow the direction of 
his older siblings. Never having siblings 
before, he attributed this to being ad-
opted. I explained to him it had noth-
ing to do with his being adopted but 
everything to do with seniority rights.

When I 
first became 
a Christian, 
I erroneously 
thought adop-
tion was how 
one got into 
the family of 
God. However, one enters the family 
of God by being born again. Adoption 
is the act of God by which God gives 
each of His children an adult standing 
in His family. There are no seniority 
rights.

Two radical things had to occur 
before we could be adopted as sons. 
First, adoption required Jesus to come 
at just the right time. Galatians 4:4 says 
that Jesus came “when the time came 
to completion.” Christ came as the 

fulfillment of Old Testament proph-
ecy. The Jewish people longed for the 
Messiah. The pagan landscape of the 
Roman Empire revealed a spiritual 
hunger. The Greek language was uni-
versally understood. The Pax Romana, 
or Roman peace, made travel to the far 
reaches of the known world possible.  

Secondly Jesus had to have the right 
qualifications to pay the price for sin-
ners to be saved. Galatians 4:4 reads, 

“God sent His 
Son, born of a 
woman, born 
under the 
law.” This was 
God’s Son, 
fully divine. 
He was born 

of a woman, fully human. He was born 
under the law, fully righteous. This 
made Him qualified “to redeem those 
under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:5).  

When the Spirit enters the heart, 
He says, “Abba Father,” and in re-
sponse the believer cries, “Abba, Fa-
ther” (Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:15). Adoption 
is not just a positional proposition, 
but, it also indicates we can have a  
loving, intimate relationship with God.

While preaching a message on abor-
tion, I used a model of a 12-week-old 
baby, as she would have looked in her 
mother’s womb. I explained that at 12 
weeks, her heart is beating, her brain is 
very active and all her body systems are 
functioning. In the womb, she kicks, 
jumps and turns somersaults. She gets 
tired and takes naps or just stays quiet 
and sucks her thumb.

I passed this baby model around 
the congregation. 
As she passed one 
young lady, who 
was visiting, the 
young lady began 
to cry. She ex-
plained to me that 
she had an abortion on a much older 
baby. The doctor told her it was a fetus, 
but she had to come to grips that her 
abortion wasn’t about removing tissue 
but about the killing of her baby.

Abortion is a key doctrine of the 
pro-choice movement promoted as 
healthy for women. Many testimonies 
of women who have experienced abor-
tions speak of the heavy psychological 
scars they will carry the rest of their 
lives.

I am wonderfully made
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (HCsB)
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Gerald Nash is a registered respiratory therapist at Saint Mary’s Regional Medical Center in Russellville. He is 
a member of Second Baptist Church, Conway, where he serves as a Bible teacher, small group leader and 
member of the men’s ministry. He also serves as a clergy-chaplain at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Conway. 
He has attended several universities and seminaries, including Williams Baptist College and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian ministries, master’s degrees in 
pastoral studies and theological studies and a doctorate in pastoral studies. He volunteers on the Cairo Geniza  
Princeton project analyzing and sorting undeciphered Hebrew, Greek and Arabic manuscript fragments 
(10th-13th centuries) of the Jewish diaspora in Egypt. His goal is to be an adjunct professor and return to the 
university to work on a master’s degree in archaeology with an emphasis in paleography.
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