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Intentional interim ministry benefits churches

‘Descriptor,’ historic election set for SBC 
NEW ORLEANS (BP) – The rec-
ommendation of “Great Commis-
sion Baptists” as a descriptive name 
and the prospective election of the 
first-ever African-American 
president are on the hori-
zon for the Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s (SBC) 
June 19–20 meeting in New 
Orleans.
 Messengers will decide 
whether to adopt the infor-
mal, nonlegal “Great Com-
mission Baptists” descrip-
tor as recommended by the 
SBC Executive Committee, embrac-
ing the suggestion of a special task 
force appointed to study changing 
the SBC’s name, deemed by some a 
regional barrier to the gospel.
 “The overwhelming acceptance 
of the Executive Committee was 
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WHEN THE PASTOR of North 
Main Baptist Church, Sheridan, re-
signed early last year, church mem-
bers decided to approach the task 
of finding a new pastor a little dif-
ferently. 

Instead of immediately beginning 
to search for a permanent pastor, the 
church started an intentional inter-
im ministry (IIM) process, enlisting 
Bill Bullington, a former Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention team 
member, as their intentional interim 
pastor.

Bullington, who retired from See INTERIM page 2

the ABSC in January 2011, said the 
church has responded well to the 
process. “They understood how (the 
intentional interim program) could 
help them with a future pastor,” he 
explained.

During the IIM process, the 
Sheridan church formed a transition 
team and considered several major 
“focus points” – coming to terms 
with the heritage or history of the 
church, examining leadership and 
organizational needs, rethinking de-
nominational linkage, developing a 
new identity and vision and making 

a commitment to new leadership. 
A recent observance of the Lord’s 

Supper had a great impact 
on several church members, 
related Bullington. 

At the beginning of the 
observance, members were 
encouraged to write down 
“those things they needed 
to get rid of,” along with 
“sins they needed to repent 
of and relationships they 
wanted to restore,” explained Bul-
lington. 

Then, when the members partook 

of the Lord’s Supper elements, they 
taped those items to a large cross, 

which was placed at the front 
of the church.

Afterward, Bullington said 
several members commented 
about the meaningfulness 
of the ordinance. Many told 
him it was a “real blessing” to 
them. 

“There were some who 
said, ‘I got rid of some bag-

gage I needed to,’” he said.

Bullington

The 2012 Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting will be held at the Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center in New Orleans. See SBC Preview on pages 7-8.

47th Street
reaches out
to community
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – On Sun-
day, May 20, members of 47th Street 
Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 
gave up their regular church-service 
routine to commission 21 members 
as missionaries to fulfill the Great 
Commission in their own back-
yards.
 “Jesus challenges us to take the 
gospel to the ends of the earth, and 
what better day to do that than on 
a Sunday morning?” asked Dennis 
Wilkins, pastor of 47th Street Bap-
tist. “People who already have a 

See 47TH STREET page 3

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – The place 
buzzes with activity as the three 
American women are 
ushered through the 
Haitian government 
building. To Stacey 
Smith, the mission 
team’s leader, the 
building is simply 
the location where 
they will receive writ-
ten permission to visit the Haitian 
women’s prison. She has no idea of 
the full significance of where she is 
standing. 
 It is not until their location is ex-

plained that she and her teammates 
realize they are standing in the 
country’s highest court – the Hai-
tian equivalent of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in Washington, D.C. In ad-

dition, they will be 
speaking with a magis-
trate who is the equiva-
lent of a U.S. Supreme 
Court justice.
 At this knowledge, 
a “holy hush” settles 
within Smith at the 
thought that God 

would allow someone like her to be 
here – for she has not always been 
on this side of prison. 

Arkansas Baptist team serves in Haiti, 
witnesses to women’s prison inmates

See HAITI page 6

the first major step,” SBC President 
Bryant Wright said of the proposed 
descriptor. “Obviously, the decision 
of the convention will be most im-

portant. If approved, our 
entities will lead the way 
in using the descriptor. 
I think it will be a 10- to 
20-year process of helping 
Southern Baptists and the 
general public to think, 
‘Those people really are 
Great Commission Bap-
tists,’ when they think of 
us.”

 Fred Luter Jr., senior pastor of 
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church 
in New Orleans and SBC first vice 
president, currently is unopposed 
for the SBC presidency. Luter would 

Luter

Arkansas Baptist Stacey Smith trains Haitian 
women how to minister in prison.
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try, said intentionality is one reason 
why so many churches see success 
through the program. 

“The congregation has to consid-
er the intentional interim ministry 
process and vote to enter into it,” 
Sheffield said. 

Church involve-
ment throughout the 
process also contrib-
utes to the ministry’s 
success, he said.

Another reason 
why the ministry 
works for churches is 
strong leadership. 

“All intentional in-
terim pastors go through extensive 
training before they lead a church 
through the IIM process,” he said.

Jerome said the most important 
thing an intentional interim pastor 
can do is love people. 

“If you really love people, they 
will respond to that,” he said.
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INTERIM
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The church has progressed to the 
final focus point. Members will soon 
select a pastor search team and begin 
the process of looking for a pastor. 

Bullington said he believes it’s 
important to give the church time 
to work through the loss of a pastor. 
With the IIM pastor in place, church 
members have the time to “work 
through the grief process,” he said, 
adding, “It also gives them a chance 
to develop a better understanding of 
who they are as a church and where 
they want to go – a vision of what 
they hope the church will be.”

In addition, Bullington said the 
program allows time for any relation-
ships that may need healing to be 
addressed. 

At North Main, Bullington said 

he senses a “good fellowship” in the 
church. 

“They have a desire to work to-
gether,” he said.

The church has continued to be 
involved in its normal ministry ac-
tivities, he said. 

The experience has 
been a good one for 
Bullington. 

“We’ve come to 
love the people and 
build relationships 
we’ll treasure for a 
long time,” he said.

Fir st  Bapt i s t 
Church, Jacksonville, 
recently completed an intentional 
interim process with Ken Jerome 
serving as pastor. 

With eight intentional interim 
pastorates under his belt, Jerome is 
a veteran of the ministry. But he says 
each pastorate is different.

First Baptist, Jacksonville, had 

begun to plateau as its congregation 
was becoming older, said Jerome. 
Through IIM, “they began to see 
themselves in a different light.”

Jerome said when an intentional 
interim pastor has the trust of the 
members, his role in the church can 
encourage members to look at things 
they’ve “always” done a certain way 
in a different light. 

“The intentional interim can say, 
‘Well, we aren’t going to do it that 
way anymore,’” said Jerome.

First Baptist, Jacksonville, mem-
bers were very open to the intention-
al interim process, said Jerome. 

“They opened up their arms to me 
as a new leader and have responded 
to me in a tremendous way,” he con-
tinued.

Jerome said the feeling is mutual. 
“This has been a real joy for my 

wife and I,” he said.
Jimmy Sheffield, who coordinates 

the ABSC intentional interim minis-

SheffieldJerome

ERLC trustees to be led by Arkansas pastor 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – An Ar-
kansas pastor has become chairman 
of the Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission (ERLC) after the resig-
nation of a retired Indiana minister 
who was leading the South-
ern Baptist entity’s trustee 
board.

The new chairman, Rich-
ard D. Piles, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Camden, 
circulated an email notice 
May 21 of the change in 
trustee leadership.

Piles, who has been serv-
ing as the ERLC trustee vice chair-
man, noted in the email, “The 
[ERLC trustees’] Executive Com-
mittee remains committed to their 
previously scheduled task of making 
a public report by June 1 regarding 
Dr. Land and charges against him of 

racism and plagiarism.”
Richard Land, the ERLC’s presi-

dent since 1988, is undergoing trust-
ee scrutiny after a March 31 radio 
broadcast that sparked controversy 

over his remarks about the 
Trayvon Martin shooting 
and prompted an allegation 
of plagiarism over the use of a 
source he did not identify on 
the broadcast.

The former ERLC trustee 
chairman, Steve Faith, a re-
tired pastor and director of 
missions from New Albany, 

Ind., resigned from the trustee 
board, citing “his desire to commit 
more of his time and energy toward 
the local church where he is a mem-
ber as they are currently without a 
pastor,” Piles stated in the email.

Both Piles and Faith were elected 

to their ERLC leadership positions 
during the trustees’ September 2011 
meeting in Nashville, Tenn.

An ad hoc committee created by 
the ERLC trustee Executive Com-
mittee on April 18 is investigating 
the plagiarism allegation involving 
material Land failed to attribute to 
a Washington Times columnist on 
the March 31 broadcast.

Faith was among 12 participants 
in a May 2 meeting when concerns 
of African-American leaders in the 
SBC were voiced to Land, prompt-
ing a five-part, two-page apology by 
Land that was issued May 9.

Faith issued a statement later on 
May 9 that the ad hoc committee 
is working “with due diligence and 
will bring a thorough and complete 
report to the ERLC Executive Com-
mittee who will prayerfully consider 

the findings. The ERLC Executive 
Committee will bring a report to 
the full board of trustees and then 
release a public statement by June 
1.

“It is important to understand 
that our Southern Baptist polity 
places Dr. Land under the authority 
of the ERLC trustees who are elect-
ed by and accountable directly to 
the Convention,” Faith said. “The 
trustees are aware of their responsi-
bility to the Convention and to the 
watching world.”

In addition to Piles, other mem-
bers of the ERLC Executive Com-
mittee are Donald L. Mason, a 
Georgia layman; Stephen W. Long, a 
director of missions in Ohio; Chris-
topher L. Slaughter, a West Virginia 
layman; and Stephen G. Veteto, a 
Colorado seminary educator.

Piles

Loyd named BCM 
missions consultant
LITTLE ROCK – Lynn Loyd, cam-
pus minister of the B a p t i s t 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM) at 
the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville (UAF), has been 
named missions consultant 
for the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) 
collegiate ministry team ef-
fective July 1.

Cole Penick, assistant 
campus minister, will serve as 
interim for the Fayetteville BCM. 

David James, team leader of the 
ABSC collegiate ministry team, said 
the missions consultant position 
will be moved from Little Rock to 
northwest Arkansas. 

“If you know Lynn, you love his 
heart for God, his respect for all 
people and his passion to mobilize 
collegians to the ends of the earth,” 
said James. “He will be responsible 
for overseeing the state BCM mis-

sion program, assisting in the super-
vision of collegiate ministry team 

staff and helping with team 
building projects. Lynn will 
travel statewide to be in our 
churches and to serve them.” 

James said Penick will begin 
his interim duties July 1. 

“Having served as assistant 
campus minister at the UAF 
BCM and on staff with Uni-
versity Baptist Church since 

2006, Cole brings great skills and 
understanding to the role,” said 
James. “He knows and loves the 
campus, proclaims the gospel fear-
lessly and draws the hearts of col-
legians to our vision.”       

He added, “We are excited about 
both of these changes and believe 
the changes will enhance our com-
mitment to see collegians grow in 
Christ, connect to His church and 
serve His world.”

Loyd

More than 20 pastors, church staff members and associational missionaries met at Camp Paron for 
Cruise ’12 – a first-ever motorcycle “mission road trip” held May 21-22. Organized by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention (ABSC), participants toured some of the Arkansas Baptist programs sup-
ported by the Cooperative Program. The event was conducted by the ABSC evangelism and church 
growth team. Photo by Leah Fender

Cruise ’12
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Houston’s Gregg Matte
Pastors’ Conf. nominee

WASHINGTON (BP) – When 
President Obama told the 
Justice Department in February 
2011 to stop defending a key 
federal law that defines mar-
riage as between a man and a 
woman, it was widely assumed 
the department would take a 
neutral position and sit on the 
sidelines. 
 But with little fanfare since 
that announcement, the Justice 
Department has actually 
started filing legal briefs argu-
ing that the law in question 
– the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) – should be over-
turned because, the department 
says, it is unconstitutional. 
 It is a remarkable turn of 
events for a Justice Department 
that just 15 months ago was 
defending the law in court.

HOUSTON (BP) – Gregg 
Matte, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Houston, is expected 
to be nominated as president 
of the SBC Pastors’ Conference 
during the June 17-18 gathering 
in New Orleans. John Bisagno, 
pastor emeritus at First Baptist, 
Houston, told Baptist Press that 
he was “deeply honored” to an-
nounce his intent to nominate 
Matte, his “wonderful succes-
sor” at the church.

Midwestern accepting
president applications 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP) – 
The presidential search team at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary is accepting nomina-
tions and applications for the 
position of president, the team’s 
chairman has announced. 
Midwestern’s next leader will be 
a visionary and a relationship-
builder, as well as a committed 
Southern Baptist with substan-
tial local church experience, 
Bill Bowyer, chairman of the 
presidential search team, said in 
a statement released to Baptist 
Press May 18.

Dept. of Justice stops
defending DOMA law

Word&Way editor 
Bill Webb recovering 
from bike wreck

church home won’t be at home to 
answer the door Sunday morning, 
but those who are uncommitted or 
unchurched should be at home.”
 Wilkins says the whole idea be-
hind this is to increase church atten-
dance and bring people to the Lord.
 “We cannot reach others by simply 
opening the church doors and ‘wish-
ing’ people in,” he said. “We must 
be out in the community, inviting 
people and telling the good news.”
 The church has an average Sun-
day attendance of 60, which can pose 
challenges that larger churches don’t 
face, according to church member 
and newly commissioned missionary 
Chris Berry. 
 “As a smaller church, we have 
always had problems growing and 
bringing in new members,” said 
Berry. “By doing this, we hope to let 
people know that we’re here, active 
and tell them about God.”
 Church members coined this out-
reach day as the “Great Commission 
Outreach.”
 “This is such a simple name, for 
such a huge cause, but it fits what 
we’re doing perfectly,” said Wilkins. 
“We are fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion through outreach, so that’s how 
we came up with the name.”
 The church spent nearly three 
months preparing for this day.  
 “Ever since this idea was birthed, 
it has been bathed in prayer through 
our weekly prayer team, prayer walk-
ing and even prayer driving,” said 
Wilkins. “And bonus, it just hap-
pened to fall on the Arkansas Baptist 
News Day of Prayer (May 20). So in 
essence, our church had the whole 
state of Arkansas praying for us.”
 In addition, several members par-
ticipated in FAITH Evangelism train-
ing, a 12-week course that equips 
Christians to share their faith.
 “The training taught us to share 

the gospel through five easy-to-re-
member steps,” said church member 
and new missionary Robin Lynch.  
 The training doesn’t end after 12 
weeks, however.
 “FAITH training also empha-
sizes the importance of continual 
shepherding,” said church member 
and new missionary Melvin Harris. 
“Once we invite people to church, 
it is our responsibility to follow up 
and make them feel welcome when 
they do come. We are responsible 
for guiding them beyond just getting 
through the doors.”
 The morning of the Great Com-
mission Outreach, the church held 
a brief commissioning ceremony be-
fore sending these new missionaries 
into the field.
 “This ceremony is held to cement 
the relationship between those who 
are not able to participate with those 
that are,” said Berry. “By doing this, 
we are showing full support and 
commitment to bringing the gospel 
to those that are lost.”
 After the commissioning cer-
emony, the new missionaries were 
dismissed while the rest of the con-
gregation sang “Send the Light.”
 “The music couldn’t be more 
perfect for today,” said church mem-
ber and new missionary Annie Beth 
Cauley. “We are pumped to go out 

and reach others in our own neigh-
borhood and do what Jesus com-
mands us to do.”
 The Great Commission Outreach 
missionaries spent the morning and 
part of the afternoon knocking on 
doors. Later that evening, they recon-
vened for Sunday night services to 
report on the day’s events. 
 “Just like Paul and Barnabas re-
ported on their mission work, we too 
want to hear what happened when 
we sent our new missionaries out,” 
said Wilkins.
 In less than a couple hours, these 
new missionaries visited with more 
than 50 families and distributed 118 
door hangers that contained gospel 
tracts, candy, a church brochure and 
a few small toys.
 When asked if the church plans 
on doing this again, Wilkins said, 
“Absolutely!”
 “We learned so much from this ex-
perience – especially, that we all have 
the gift of missions. We just have to 
get out of our comfort zone some-
times,” said Wilkins. “If we reach 
just one person for Christ, it’s worth 
it. Our experience today has opened 
the door to do this more often and 
more creatively. We are looking for-
ward to doing this again.”
 Contact Leah Fender at leah@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Ark. Baptist Foundation expands 
relationship with PhilanthroCorp
LITTLE ROCK – Trustees of the Ar-
kansas Baptist Foundation approved 
at its May board meeting an ex-
panded relationship with Philanth-
roCorp, a Christian-based planned 
giving service in Colorado Springs.
 The Foundation has utilized por-
tions of the PhilanthroCorp website 
and their interactive estate planning 
organizer for a number of years.
 “We have realized that we need 
additional personal contact,” said 
David Moore, Foundation presi-
dent. “We can provide this through 
our staff in person or on the phone, 
but we wanted to provide Arkansas 
Baptists with another point of ac-
cess. Some people may wish to talk 
through their estate planning with 
someone more remote. We just want 
to provide additional help so that 

our people can be better stewards.”
 Churches with budgets less than 
$500,000 will have free access to 
the PhilanthroCorp services under 
this special arrangement with the 
Foundation and larger churches will 
have limited free access to various 
services, said Moore. Brochures, in-
serts and other materials, which can 
be personalized for the church, can 
be provided. 
 “The goal is to encourage estate 
stewardship and to see more dollars 
supporting kingdom causes,” said 
Moore.
 In other business, the Foundation 
awarded a number of scholarships 
for students to attend Ouachita Bap-
tist University, Williams Baptist Col-
lege and various Southern Baptist 
seminaries. 

 Jeff Steed, vice president of the 
Foundation, gave a demonstration 
of a new planned giving calculator 
available for free at www.plannedgiv-
ing.com. 
 Moore presented a program on 
current trends in charitable giving, 
as well as an update on the Founda-
tion’s charitable gift annuity liabil-
ity.
 Tom Staley, vice chair of the 
board and a Little Rock attorney, 
shared about a special gift from an 
estate in Harrison. Most gifts, said 
Staley, are designated for particular 
ministries. However, the gift is un-
designated and by policy goes into 
the Foundation’s quasi-endowment 
fund. Moore shared that the gift was

See FOUNDATION page 9

Newly commissioned missionaries and 47th Street Baptist Church members Dane Reed (left) and 
June Rowe go door to door to fulfill the Great Commission Outreach. 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Bill 
Webb, editor of the Missouri 
Baptist newspaper Word&Way, 
is recovering in a hospital from 
serious injuries sustained May 
12 in a cycling accident in 
Jefferson City, Mo.
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and I will say to them, “The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you.” 
Now they may say to me, “What 
is His name?” What shall I say to 
them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I AM 
WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus 
you shall say to the sons of Israel, 

“I AM has 
sent me to 
you”’” (Ex. 
3:13-14, 
NASB).

God is 
the great 
“I AM,” 
and the 

name of God tells us about the na-
ture of God. The name “I AM” em-
bodies “being” in its very meaning. 
This means God has the attribute 
of “existence” in His very nature. 
Existence is such a part of God that 
God cannot not exist. Now that’s a 
higher thought!

This also helps us understand 
how God can bring time, space and 

T here was a time when the 
United States of America – 

with its many flaws – attempted to 
stand tall and point the rest of the 
world to what is moral and right.

That approach to world leader-
ship seems to have been turned on 
its head during the past couple of 
decades – and all in my lifetime.

While some countries have 
never claimed to embrace God, 
the founders of the 
United States of 
America acknowl-
edged God and a 
supreme being from 
the very beginning 
– seeking His guid-
ance in matters of 
the order of govern-
ment and the rights 
of man.

The change in our American 
society was accelerate during the 
tumultuous 1960s, when the 
moral fabric of our nation was 
literally ripped apart by all sorts of 
do-gooders seeking to save us from 
ourselves.

In the past couple of weeks, 
our own president has come out 
endorsing same-sex marriage as a 
normal way of life.

May God have mercy on the 

The late, great United States of America 
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United States of America!
While it is not the policy of 

the Arkansas Baptist News to en-
dorse political candidates, it is our 
responsibility to keep our readers 
informed of societal trends – and 
this is NOT a good direction for 
our country.

Genesis 18:16-19:29 vividly 
illustrates God’s judgment on the 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah 

for sin and 
refusal to turn 
from their 
wicked ways.

So when 
can we expect 
God’s judgment 
of the U.S. to 
begin? In many 
ways, it already 

has – just look to millions of failed 
marriages, our bulging correctional 
institutions, widespread substance 
abuse, pornography, greed, abor-
tion, debt crisis and the removal of 
God and prayer from our schools 
and government institutions.

So where will it all end? There is 
only one solution to our nation’s 
ills and a return to greatness – and 
it is repentance and turning to 
Jesus Christ.

That’s where Arkansas Baptists 

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough

F rom the little child filled with 
curiosity to the skeptical atheist 

challenging a believer, it’s a ques-
tion often asked: “Who created 
God?” Not surprisingly, the best 
place to find out about God is 
from God’s Word, the Bible.

Psalm 90:2 (NKJV) 
tells us, “Before the 
mountains were 
brought forth, or ever 
You had formed the 
earth and the world, 
even from everlasting 
to everlasting, You are 
God.” 

God did not have a beginning; 
God has always existed and always 
will exist. Nevertheless, someone 
may ask, “How can this be?”

When Moses was about to be 
sent to Egypt, he asked God what 
God’s name was. The Lord’s reply 
was both truth and revelation: 
“Then Moses said to God, ‘Behold, 
I am going to the sons of Israel, 

Who created God?
the universe into existence from 
absolute nothingness – because ex-
istence is an attribute and capacity 
of God’s nature.

Additionally, God does not sim-
ply exist – God is living, God is life! 
Jesus tells us, “For as the Father has 
life in Himself, so He has granted 
the Son to have life in Himself” 
(John 5:26, NKJV).

This calls us to the reality that 
God, who has life and eternal 
existence in His very nature, cre-
ated humans in His image as living 
beings with an eternal soul – and 
eternity is every human’s destina-
tion.

So who created God? The an-
swer is no one – for God has always 
been. The eternal, living God is 
truly glorious beyond words … and 
God always has been and always 
will be.

Bill McCall is founder of Higher 
Thoughts, a Christian discipleship and 
apologetics ministry.

HIGHER THOUGHTS

Bill McCall
New Life Baptist Church

Alexander

and our churches come in. 
While all may seem hopeless for 

those who occupy this piece of dirt 
known as planet earth – it’s up to 
the church to point the lost to the 
One who can heal lives, marriages, 
relationships, substance abuse, 
homosexuality and a multitude of 
other problems.

As children of God, it’s our 
mission and duty to point people 
to Jesus. May God bring awakening 
and revival and heal our land!

“For ‘everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved’” 
(Romans 10:13, ESV).

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas \

In Matthew 6:9-13, Jesus says to 
pray thusly: “Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. … 
But deliver us from evil” (KJV).

Many forces of evil, both seen 
and unseen, threaten to destroy 
us, our fami-
lies and our 
country. We 
are afraid. We 
have prayed for revival, but na-
tional revival seems remote. We 
have looked for a man on a white 
horse to save us, but he has not ap-
peared. Our economy is broke. We 
need wisdom this election year, but 
so many depend on government. 
God’s Word says His people are de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge.

We must acknowledge our 
dependence on God and not be 
afraid to pray in the name of Jesus 
– even publicly. Our hope is in 
God – not government.

Gwen Carpenter, Magnolia

LETTERS

Our hope is in God
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A note to our Mormon friends
Jesus – AGAIN

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips leads the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention family ministry team.

R ecently, I was visiting with 
some grandparents about 

their grandchildren, and they 
shared a poi-
gnant story 
about asking 
their grand-
daughter what 
she learned 
about in 
Sunday school. 
She said, “Jesus 
… AGAIN!” Apparently, in her 
Sunday school class, they fre-
quently learn about Jesus, which 
is a good thing. I’m thankful for 
what local churches have done 
to teach the Bible, share the 
gospel and help my children and 
others understand Jesus (again 
and again). Most churches do 
a great job with children when 
they are at church.

Some recent research I con-
ducted in a church revealed that 
parents have more frequent faith 
interactions with their children 
on Sundays and Wednesdays 
than on any other days of the 
week. It is important to utilize 
these crucial times to dialogue 
with your children about what 
they are learning in Sunday 
school, worship and the host 
of other ministries they may be 
involved in at church.

Traveling to and from church 
are prime opportunities to 
engage in faith interactions with 
your children. Here are some 
things you can do while travel-
ing to church: Pray for people at 
church (pastor, Sunday school 
teacher, friends, worship leader, 
student minister, children’s min-
ister, etc.); pray for each person 
in your family; or play some wor-
ship music and worship together 
as a family on the way to church. 
Many children’s Sunday school 
curriculums identify what they 
are covering from week to week. 
Read the passage with your chil-
dren and talk about it.

Here are some questions 
we’ve used to start the conversa-
tions on the way home from 
church: What did you learn at 
church today? What Bible pas-
sage did you study? What Bible 
character did you talk about? 
What topic did you discuss? 
What memory verses did you 
share? What did you learn from 
the pastor’s sermon? Discuss 
how they can apply what they 
learned. Parents, you are not ex-
empt. Set the example for them 
by sharing what you learned and 
how you will apply it in your 
life. Building upon what your 
children learned at church by 
sharing at home will provide op-
portunities to talk about Jesus … 
AGAIN and AGAIN …

D ear Members of the Latter-day Saints (LDS), 
Just a note to congratulate you on your ar-

rival into “big-time” politics. Members of your group 
who have reached high levels of government in the 
past have generally behaved themselves with dignity 
and integrity. The next level, the presidency, is rarified 
air indeed. And should Mr. Romney reach that goal, 
you may be tempted to think that this will be a boon 
to American acceptance of your belief system. But you 
may want to reconsider. 

A high-profile politician will bring intense media 
scrutiny to your church. Any pronouncement from 
any local stake leader (the Mormon 
name for local membership groups) 
will be treated as if it is doctrine set 
in stone and typifies all that your 
church believes. And we both know 
that not every Mormon speaks for 
every other Mormon. Your history 
will be treated as if it happened 
yesterday. Expect the Mountain 
Meadows Massacre to be revisited 
frequently. Expect to hear CNN 
professionals intone, “Of course the golden tablets 
have never been recovered,” and expect the segrega-
tionist and polygamist positions of the LDS to be treat-
ed as if they are matters of current practice. I know this 
because I am a Southern Baptist. All 16 million of us 
are constantly being identified with the pronounce-
ments of our loudest, frequently lowest, common 
denominators. And even if we elect Fred Luter as the 
president of our convention, in the eyes of political 
and media elites, we will still be racist, homophobic, 
semiliterate rubes.    

You may think that having an LDS president or 
near-president will add validity to your faith claims 
and make people more open to them. I’d be surprised 
if that happens. Southern Baptists did not increase 
their church memberships because of Jimmy Carter 
and Bill Clinton.  

As a member of a denomination that has had two 
church members attain the U.S. presidency, I suggest 
you should fear two things. First, you should be afraid 
that Mr. Romney will not be a good Mormon. “The 

press” will love it and make much of it when he adopts 
a position contrary to his faith tradition. Pundits are 
not surprised when a Catholic like Nancy Pelosi em-
braces abortion, but if Mr. Romney rejects or ignores 
any LDS doctrinal positions, that issue will receive 
more attention than anything he does within his faith 
tradition. You will have to answer the question, “What 
does the LDS church think about Mr. Romney’s recent 
statement on …” (you fill in the blank). And unless he 
is a perfect Mormon, this will happen.  

The other fear you should have is for his morality. 
Temptations abound at the level to which he aspires. 

There are state dinners at which he is 
expected to use alcohol; caffeine (hot 
drinks) is almost a job requirement. 
There is no need for me to discuss 
lovely young interns or making nice 
with tyrants and thugs who desire to 
destroy us. I think you get the picture. 
A moral lapse will make a laughing 
stock of the moral positions of your 
church. It should not do so, but it 
will. Trust me, as a Southern Baptist 

I have seen an endless line of politicians who were 
“standing with” the morality of the faith, only to learn 
that they could withstand everything but temptation. 
If Mr. Romney can manage to do better, he will be the 
only politician in recent history to do so.    

Finally, do not expect Southern Baptists and other 
Christian groups to welcome your doctrines into 
the fold of evangelical Christianity. Liberal mainline 
groups may assume you are just like everyone else, 
but we will still attempt to tell you about Jesus, still 
be on guard against the well-dressed and polite young 
men who knock on our doors and still consider your 
religion outside the mainstream of orthodoxy. If Mr. 
Romney does become our next president, I will pray 
for him and wish him well. But after two SBC church 
members as presidents, I can assure you, your church 
will not grow as a result, nor will your doctrines be 
more widely accepted.

Emil Turner is executive director of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention. His blog is posted every Monday after-
noon at www.absc.org. 

A lthough the clear-cut impetus that has obsessed 
my life has been ministry-oriented, my God-

given aptitudes are plainly in math and business acu-
men. My parents had built an automotive dealership, 
which had become dear to me, and I reasoned that 
my career path was a simple one: take over the busi-
ness when the time was right.

The Lord, however, had another 
plan. In retrospect, I now realize my 
way of looking at things back then 
was limited: math/business skills 
and ministry were not compatible 
with each other. It was no surprise, 
then, that I felt drawn to counsel-
ing, chaplaincy and academe as 
possible options when God called 
me to ministry. I failed to see any 
way for God to use business skills in 
ministry. Eventually, I was prepared 
to take a teaching position at a 
Baptist university when God called 
me to a pastorate in Virginia.

Serving in the pastorate was not 
in my plan. Nonetheless, after serv-
ing three churches during a 19-year 
span, the verdict was in: I had cultivated a love for 
being a pastor and preaching. It was at this juncture 
that the Arkansas Baptist Foundation proffered my 
current position – one where I can use a pastor’s 
skills to care for people and my business know-how to 
manage assets for ministries and charitable donors. 
My life was obviously destined for a role like this.

This story of mine has been, and auspiciously 
could be, replicated by others across the nation and 
elsewhere. Look at the present host of church, con-
vention, agency, institutional and mission-site admin-
istrators – many of whom have found God’s calling 
in using their business skills in ministry. And what 

about the layperson who has the 
extremely important job to promote 
stewardship and the Cooperative 
Program in their church or the 
Guidestone representative who 
assists ministers in retirement? All 
these professionals and many oth-
ers like them are able to use their 
math and business intuition as 
stepping stones to ministry. At the 
Foundation, we fuse ministry with 
various skills:  accountants, attor-
neys, portfolio managers and estate 
planners.

Is God calling you? Perhaps 
He wants you for a short-term, 
volunteer assignment. It might be 
a “call” away from your current 

employment or to a new vocation. 
Remember, His work can providentially use business 
and financial skills (or whatever skills you may have) 
to proclaim Christ to the world. I can testify that 
there is great joy and fulfillment in following God’s 
call.

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

In quest of fulfillment

Financial Times
David Moore 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation
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Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

LEOGANE, Haiti – It all began with 
the 2010 earthquake that devastated 
the country of Haiti. 

Though the International Mis-
sion Board had no presence in Haiti 
at the time, Roger Gaunt, a staff 
member at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) had con-
nections in the Dominican Repub-
lic, explained Bob Fielding, ABSC 
missions ministries team member 
and Haiti project coordinator. These 
connections helped the ABSC gain 
access to Haiti and then assess how 
best to respond.

“Put simply, God opened doors, 
and Arkansas Baptists walked 
through them,” explained Fielding. 

Two years and 4,000-plus salva-
tions later, Arkansas Baptists are 
still serving in the country.

Fielding said that in those two 
years, about 80 teams of Arkansas 
Baptists have ministered in four 
main areas.

One such area of service has been 
evangelism. Teams have evangelized 
in a variety of ways, from door-to-
door evangelism and preaching to 

sports ministry and children’s min-
istry, according to Fielding. Hai-
tians are also evangelizing to their 
own people. And 
one Haitian pas-
tor started Kids 
Clubs, which 
Fielding described 
as church-based 
programs designed 
to share with “chil-
dren about Jesus, 
teach them the 
Word of God and 
reach the country 
for Christ.”

Along with 
evangelism, the 
ABSC has worked 
in the area of 
church planting, 
training 44 church 
planters. These 
church planters 
have, in turn, start-
ed 53 Bible studies 
and missions. In 
addition, ABSC 
churches have adopted several areas 
of Haiti and are responsible for 
sending teams to minister in their 
particular area.

Smith, a member of Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church, McCrory, 
who now serves as a Southern Bap-
tist chaplain, was arrested at the 
age of 29 and sentenced on a drug 
charge to 60 years in the Arkansas 
Department of Correction. She 
served 12 years in prison, which she 
credits as the best years of her life be-
cause it was in prison that she com-
mitted her life to Christ.

Now she ministers to prisoners as 
a chaplain at the McPherson Unit 
in Newport and through the PAL 
(Principles and Applications for 
Life) program, a faith training pro-
gram based on Christian values. 

By the time Smith and her team-

HAITI
continued from page one

Ark. Baptists see 4,000-plus salvations
Haiti ministry - two years later

mates leave the government build-
ing, they have in hand a signed gov-
ernment document allowing them 
to take Bibles and hygiene items into 
the Haitian women’s prison. It is a 
document that normally could take 
a month or two to receive. 

Together, Roody Joseph, the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) partner in Haiti, Smith and 
team members Jessica Vanderpool 
of the Arkansas Baptist News and 
Chiree Bollinger head back to share 
the news with team members Glo-
ria Stapp and Sheila Schaffner, who 
await their return.

Preparing for prison 
The week progresses as the group 

prepares for the trip to the prison, 
buying needed supplies, as well as 
Creole Bibles to distribute. 

Along with preparing the sup-
plies, the team holds a workshop 
to teach a number of hand-picked 
Haitian women how to minister in 
the prison, in hopes that they will 
continue to do so once the team is 
gone.

Finally, the day for the prison visit 
dawns. Arriving in plenty of time, 
the team assembles the last of the 
hygiene items before being ushered 
into the prison compound. Once 
the team is in place, the inmates 
start coming. Smith knows dozens 
of inmates back in Arkansas have 
been praying for this trip and for 
these women now coming through 
the line. They come in shifts, each 
receiving their gift with thanks. 

Smith would later learn that 238 
inmates occupy the prison – and 

Fielding said Arkansas Baptists 
have ministered through relief 
work, as well. Such ministry has 

included medi-
cal/dental work, 
eye-care minis-
try, construction 
work, agricul-
tural training 
and more. One 
church – First 
Baptist Church, 
Lavaca – is even 
working to start a 
children’s home 
in Haiti.

Finally, Ar-
kansas Baptists 
have provided 
leadership in the 
area of training. 
Church planters 
and traditional 
pastors have 
been trained and 
discipleship has 
been modeled. 

Abraham Jo-
seph, a Haitian pastor whose fam-
ily owns the land where the ABSC 
compound is located, recognizes the 
blessing the Arkansas Baptist teams 

have been.
“Words are really not enough 

to present our thanks to Arkansas 
churches, especially our conven-
tion because (the) Arkansas Baptist 
convention really helps us to spread 
the gospel to the whole communi-
ty – words and action,” Joseph ex-
plained, adding, “Arkansas Baptist 
churches and teams are used like 
a vessel to carry love from God to 
Leogane.”

He specifically expressed the need 
for medical and construction teams 
and shared his love and thanks for 
Arkansas Baptist churches. He asked 
for continued prayers.

Fielding said the ABSC’s current 
commitment is to work in the coun-
try through 2014.

“Our goal is for Haitians to take 
up leadership in church planting 
and evangelism – and they are on 
their way,” he said.

“The only way to explain what 
has happened in Haiti is that God, 
in His sovereignty, has chosen to 
send revival to the Haitian people 
and that He has allowed us to tag 
along,” Fielding said.  

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

only 20 have seen a judge.
With each Bible passed out to 

an inmate, Smith can feel the free-
dom in her own heart as the light of 
God’s Word goes out into the dark-
ness of prison.

The prison warden would later 
tell her that women had received 
whole French Bibles before, but 
never whole Creole Bibles, though 
some had asked about them.

Planning for the future
Before the team leaves the pris-

on, Smith visits with the 
warden, who is open to 
the possibility of more 
teams coming to minister 
and specifically requests a 
team to help with eye care 
services. She also explains 
that the government doc-
ument the team procured 
will help other teams in gaining ac-
cess to the prison. 

“For a first time, I think it was 
exceptional,” Joseph explains after 
leaving the prison. “I believe God’s 
hand was all over this, and ... there 
will be testimonies to come from 
this visit.”

He says he thinks they ministered 
as Jesus would minister by showing 

love and compassion. 
Back in Arkansas, future plans 

are being set in motion. 
Bob Fielding, ABSC missions 

ministries team member and Haiti 
project coordinator, says there is a 
medical/dental team that may min-
ister at the prison in the fall. Larry 
White, author of an eight-week study 
used with prisoners in Arkansas, has 
given permission for his study to be 
translated into Creole. In addition, 
Fielding says he believes God will 
use the ABSC to offer support and 

training for the Haitian women 
the team trained to do prison 
ministry. 

Overall, Fielding calls 
Smith’s team’s experience “a 
God thing.”

“For our team to be called 
to the ‘Haitian Supreme Court’ 
and witness a ‘Supreme Court’ 

magistrate sign an order ordering 
the prison warden to receive the 
team was ‘over the top!’” he says.

Smith added, “We experienced 
the love of God in us toward them 
that He went to the uttermost to 
give His royal treatment to those 
who many forget about.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Gloria Stapp helps pack hygiene items to take 
into the Haitian women’s prison.

Smith

A mission team prays with a new believer.
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NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Southern 
Baptist pastors will focus on changing 
their communities and the world at 
the 2012 Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Pastors’ Conference June 17-18 
at the convention center. 
 Changing: Lives, Communities 
and the World is the theme, with ses-
sions scheduled at 5:30 p.m. on Sun-
day and at 8:30 a.m., 1:30 and 6 p.m. 
on Monday. Speakers will include 
David Jeremiah, David Platt, Fred 
Luter Jr., Johnny Hunt and Jack Gra-
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range to
bottom edge

range to
bottom edge

Funding Campaigns  

Stewardship Analysis  

Stewardship Coaching 

800.251.4220

l i f e way.com /s t e war dship 

PROVEN FINANCIAL STRATEGIES  
FOR THE NEXT MINISTRY OBJECTIVE.

LifeWay Stewardship

COME SEE US AT  

THE L IFEWAY  

BOOTH DURING SBC !

NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Messengers 
may register online at www.sbcannu-
almeeting.net, under the “Messen-
gers” tab. After online registration, 
each messenger will receive an eight-
digit registration code to present at 
the annual meeting’s express regis-
tration lane. There, the registration 
code can be entered into a computer, 
and a name tag will be printed. The 
traditional registration method also 
is available.
 Shuttle service will be available 
Sunday through Wednesday to and 

Registration open, shuttles available

be the first African-American to 
hold the post, on the heels of 
the SBC’s historic 2011 measure 
calling for greater accountability 
among its entities regarding eth-
nic diversity in leadership. David 
Crosby, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in New Orleans, is ex-
pected to nominate Luter.
 “Our election of Fred Luter as 
the first African-American presi-
dent of the SBC will send a great, 
hopeful, powerful message to our 
city, our culture, our convention 
and our country,” Crosby said. 

continued from page one
NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Hundreds 
of volunteers will participate in 
Crossover mission outreach proj-
ects June 15–16, including church 
planting, evangelistic block parties, 
health screenings, prayer walks and 
servant evangelism.
 New Orleans Baptists aim to 
launch four new churches in the city 
this year, two of them during the an-
nual meeting, said Jack Hunter, ex-
ecutive director of the New Orleans 
Baptist Association.
 “Our churches are becoming well-
trained in evangelism and will lead 
the way in reaching our commu-

Crossover planned for June 15-16
nities through Crossover events,” 
Hunter said.  
 Southern Baptists have minis-
tered extensively in New Orleans 
since 2005’s Hurricane Katrina, 
helping to rebuild the city.
 “Southern Baptists were here 
with us when we were recovering 
and mourning with us when we 
were getting back on our feet,” He 
said. “And Southern Baptist work 
is still going as New Orleans is re-
born.”
 To learn more about Crossover 
New Orleans and to volunteer, visit 
joinnoba.com/crossover.

 “For many, it will make them 
rethink who Southern Baptists 
are, and it will help us reach the 
new diversity that we find in our 
cities,” he added. “It is a statement 
that people of all ethnic groups 
make up the Southern Baptist 
Convention and are honored.”
 The annual meeting will be 
held at the Ernest N. Morial Con-
vention Center, the 2005 source 
of troubling images as thousands 
suffered hunger, thirst and lack of 
medical care as victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. 
 The center has undergone 
$92.7 million in improvements 
since the storm, according to press 
reports.

from the convention center from 
select hotels noted at www.sbcannu-
almeeting.net under the “Housing 
and Travel” tab. Shuttle passes are 
available online for $12 and on-site 
for $15, with service provided 3–10 
p.m. Sunday; 7 a.m.–10 p.m. Mon-
day; and 7 a.m.–7 p.m. Tuesday and 
Wednesday.
 Shuttle service to and from the 
airport to hotels is available for $35 
round-trip; tickets must be purchased 
online at least 24 hours in advance 
of flight arrivals.

ham. Honoring Father’s Day, pastors 
will spotlight the father-son teams of 
Bailey and Josh Smith, Ronnie and 
Nick Floyd, Don and Rob Wilton 
and Tony and Anthony Evans.
 Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) will hold its missions cel-
ebration in the convention center’s 
La Nouvelle Orleans Ballroom from 
3 to 7 p.m. Sunday and continuing 
throughout Monday, beginning at 9 
a.m. Speakers will include Wanda 
Lee, WMU national executive di-

rector; David Crosby, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in New Orleans; Jay 
and Kathy Shafto, International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) field personnel; 
Damian Emetuche and Stacy Smith, 
North American Mission Board field 
personnel; and Debby Akerman, na-
tional WMU president. Participants 
are encouraged to bring donations, 
including hygiene kits, snack packs 
and gift cards, to area ministries. 
 NFL quarterback Tim Tebow’s 
mother, Pam Tebow, will address 

the 2012 Pastors’ Wives Conference, 
scheduled from 8:30 to 11:45 a.m. 
Monday, June 18, in the convention 
center’s Hall B-1. Attendees will also 
hear a testimony from Jeannie Elliff, 
wife of IMB President Tom Elliff, 
and a roundtable discussion about 
parenting children of ministers. 
 Women who serve in any facet of 
local church leadership, missions and 
denominational work are invited to 
attend the free event. Registration is 
not required.

NEW ORLEANS (BP) – A number 
of Arkansas Baptists have been se-
lected by the 2012 Southern Baptist 
Convention Committee on Nomina-
tions to serve on various SBC com-
mittees. 
 Nominees will serve if elected by 
the messengers to the annual meet-
ing of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion June 19-20 in New Orleans. 
Nominees include:
 Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary – Nominee with term to 
expire in 2017 replacing a member in-
eligible for re-election is Nick Floyd, 
campus pastor, Cross Church, Fay-
etteville, replacing James O. Norman, 
Searcy. Nominated for second term is 

Arkansans to serve on Southern 
Baptist Convention committees

Schanon D. Caudle, Van Buren.
 New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary – Nominee with term to 
expire in 2017 replacing a member in-
eligible for re-election is Gary L. Hol-
lingsworth, pastor, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, replacing James 
Craig Campbell, Russellville.
 Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary– Nominated for second 
term is R.E. Clark, Gravette.
 Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary – Nominee with term to 
expire in 2017 replacing a member 
ineligible for re-election is Ronnie H. 
Deal, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood, replacing Arthur W. 
Barrett Jr., Harrison.

NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Alan 
Brown of Freeman Heights Baptist 
Church, Berryville, has been named 
to the Credentials Committee for 
the June 19-20 Southern Baptist 

Brown serves on SBC Credentials Committee
Convention (SBC) Annual Meet-
ing in New Orleans by SBC Presi-
dent Bryant Wright. Larry Craig of 
Southern Oaks Baptist Church in 
Tyler, Texas, will serve as chairman.

www.arkansasbaptist.org SBC PREVIEW 7
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Pastors’ Conference to spotlight Father’s Day
NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Change is 
in the air for the Southern Baptist 
Convention Pastors’ Conference 
June 17-18 in New Orleans, themed 
Changing: Lives, Communities, the 
World.
 “The world around us is chang-
ing,” said Grant Ethridge, presi-
dent of the Pastors’ Conference 
and senior pastor of Liberty Baptist 
Church in Hampton, Va.
 “But there is one thing that has 
not changed,” he said. “God’s plan 
for getting the gospel to the ends of 
the earth is still the local church. 
Changing lives, communities and 
the world is not optional. It is the 
command of Jesus.”
 Ethridge is praying that the Pas-
tors’ Conference will impart “a 

Jesus: to the Neighborhood and the Nations
2012 SBC Annual Meeting theme

NEW ORLEANS (BP) – Jesus: to 
the Neighborhood and the Nations 
is the annual meeting theme, drawn 
from Luke 24:47-48 and worded to 
convey the importance of dual mis-
sions at home and abroad, Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) President 
Bryant Wright said.
 “Last year ... God moved so pow-
erfully it seemed more like a mis-
sions conference than a denomina-
tional business meeting,” Wright 
said. “It is my hope that with Jesus: 
to the Neighborhood and the Na-
tions, we will once again see God’s 
Spirit convicting us and motivating 
us to fulfill Christ’s Great Commis-
sion.”
 He said his prayer is that messen-
gers will have a “loving and caring 
Christian witness” at the annual 

meeting, “that the spirit of our mes-
sengers will be Christ-like to all we 
come in contact with.”
 Concluding his final term as SBC 
president, Wright described his ten-
ure as faith-enriching, energizing and 
exhausting, referencing the godly 
passion of young seminarians, the 
church planting efforts of the North 
American Mission Board, frequent 
travel and communication opportu-
nities, among other experiences.
 “It has been energizing to see how 
God is leading us to embrace the 
unengaged and unreached people 
groups of the world,” Wright said. 
“It has been energizing to preach the 
gospel in so many settings, from small 
country churches to megachurches in 
our great cities, and from churches in 
Egypt to students at Harvard.” 2012 SBC meeting takes place in New Orleans, a city known for its mixture of culture, food and music. 

Photo courtesy of Baptist Press.

NEW ORLEANS 
(BP) – For the first 
time, messengers to 
the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual 
Meeting can stay up-
to-date with events 
and activities through 
a smart phone applica-
tion. 
 This app includes 
more than a dozen 
features, including 
maps, alerts, the SBC 

SBC 2012 app available

NEW ORLEANS (BP) – The Coop-
erative Program (CP) booth in the 
Southern Baptist Convention exhibit 
hall will enjoy increased visibility next 
to the booths of the International 

NEW ORLEANS – Jeff Thompson, 
a member of First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood, and associational mis-
sionary for Concord Baptist Associa-
tion, Fort Smith; and Craig Jenkins, 
pastor of Beech Street First Baptist 
Church, Texarkana, have been ap-

Arkansans appointed to SBC Committee on Committees

NEW ORLEANS – With the theme 
The Story Lives On, Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union (WMU) will hold 
its Missions Celebration and An-
nual Meeting June 17–18 in New 
Orleans.
 Missionary testimonies, music 
led by New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary staff and students 
and theme interpretations by Aaron 
House and Piercing Word Ministry 
will highlight the WMU sessions.

‘Story lives on’ at Woman’s Missionary Union sessions

burning desire to see lives changed in 
their community,” to encourage pas-
tors in “believing that their church, 
no matter the location or size, can be 
used of God to change lives around 
the world.”
 David Jeremiah, David Platt, Fred 
Luter Jr., Johnny Hunt, Jack Graham 
and Herb Reavis Jr. are among the 
speakers. Charles Billingsley, Jeff 
Askew, Sounds of Liberty, the Lib-
erty Worship Choir and Chi Alpha 
will lead in worship. 
 Honoring Father’s Day, the Pas-
tors’ Conference will spotlight four 
father-son teams as speakers: Don 
and Rob Wilton; Arkansas pastors 
Ronnie and Nick Floyd; Tony and 
Anthony Evans; and Bailey and Josh 
Smith. 

 Josh Smith, lead pastor at Mac-
Arthur Boulevard Baptist Church 
of Irving, Texas, said he’s excited 
about God’s work in and through 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC).
 “Too often the statistics we give 
and the messages we communicate at 
the SBC paint a grim picture of the 
current and future state of the SBC. 
I don’t buy it. God is at work,” Smith 
said. “My desire is to simply encour-
age pastors to continue to be faithful 
to their local church, faithful to the 
mission of the church and faithful 
to their cooperation with the SBC in 
fulfilling the Great Commission.”
 Smith wants to give and gain en-
couragement at the conference.
 “I don’t want to gather together 

this year and leave discouraged by 
statistics that communicate all we are 
not doing,” Smith said. “I want to 
leave encouraged, equipped and em-
powered to continue to work hard for 
the sake of the gospel.”
 Such encouragement and motiva-
tion is essential, Smith said.
 “Every pastor needs to be encour-
aged and motivated in the hard work 
of pastoral ministry. That is the point 
of the Pastors’ Conference,” he said. 
“I need it.”
 Pastors’ Conference sessions at the 
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center 
in New Orleans will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, June 17, and at 8:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 and 6 p.m. Monday, June 
18. For more information, visit www.
sbcpc.net.

 “Sharing ideas, learning new ways 
to be involved in missions and hear-
ing stories of how God is at work 
through missions efforts around the 
world are all a part of these two days 
in New Orleans,” Wanda Lee, WMU 
national executive director, said. 
 Featured speakers will include 
Lee, author of the 2012 WMU em-
phasis book “The Story Lives On: 
God’s Power Throughout Genera-
tions”; David Crosby, pastor of First 

Baptist Church in New Orleans; 
Jay and Kathy Shafto, International 
Mission Board (IMB) field person-
nel; Damian Emetuche and Stacey 
Smith, North American Mission 
Board field personnel; and Debby 
Akerman, national WMU presi-
dent.
 WMU will meet in the La Nou-
velle Orleans Ballroom at the Ernest 
N. Morial Convention Center from 
3 to 7 p.m. Sunday, June 17, and all 

day Monday, June 18, beginning at 9 
a.m. The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Annual Meeting follows June 
19-20, also at the convention center.
 Breakout sessions will be offered 
both days on a variety of topics. 
 WMU’s Missions Celebration and 
Annual Meeting is free; preregistra-
tion is not required. On-site registra-
tion opens at 2 p.m. June 17. Visit 
www.wmu.com for more information 
and updates. 

Book of Reports and 
the Daily Bulletin. 
 The app is available 
for iPhone, iPad, An-
droid and Blackberry 
users. 
 It is available for 
download by visiting 
m.core-apps.com/sb-
c2012am from a smart-
phone or by typing in 
“SBC Annual Meet-
ing 2012” in the smart 
phone’s app store.

pointed to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) Committee on Com-
mittees by SBC President Bryant 
Wright. They will assemble in New 
Orleans just prior to the SBC Annual 
Meeting June 19-20. 

Compiled from Baptist Press reports.

Increased visibility for Cooperative Program exhibit
and North American mission boards. 
The CP booth will feature two large, 
high-definition video screens display-
ing live video interviews, panel dis-
cussions and live Twitter feeds. 
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OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, Ark., is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. For information or 
to submit resumes, email hgreen@seark.net or mail 
to First Baptist Church, 6501 S. Hazel St., Pine Bluff, 
AR 71603.

Second Baptist Church of Russellville, Ark., is 
seeking a senior pastor with leadership and ad-
ministrative skills and a passion for evangelism and 
outreach. A minimum of M.Div is preferred. Please 
send resumes to sbcr_pst@suddenlink.net before 
July 15, 2012.

Maple Grove Baptist Church in Trumann, Ark., 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Send Resumes to 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 13509 Maple Grove 
Road, Trumann, AR 72472, or email them to rhen-
drix@centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church, Alton, Mo., is seeking full-
time pastor. Location in a rural south Missouri 
county seat town. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, Box 187, Alton, MO 65606 or wjwynn44@
yahoo.com.

First Baptist Church, Morrilton, is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time senior pastor after the re-
tirement of our pastor of 23 years. Resumes may be 
emailed to fbc-morrilton@suddenlinkmail.com or 
sent to FBC Morrilton, Pastor Search Committee, 200 
E. Church St., Morrilton, AR 72110.

seeking God’s man to lead in worship and coordi-
nate youth ministry. Must be willing to grow into 
the future with us. Send resumes to Believers Baptist 
Church, 13909 W. 21st North, Wichita, KS 67235 or 
tohls@believersbaptistchurch.com. 

Gosnell Baptist Church of Blytheville, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time music and youth minis-
ter. Send resume to Gosnell Baptist Church, 603 
Highway 181, Blytheville, AR 72315.

The Viola Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth minister. Please send resumes to Search 
Committee, c/o Viola Baptist Church, P.O. Box 295, 
Viola, AR 72583, or email to pastor@fbcviola.com. 

New Hope Baptist Church West is accepting 
applications for minister of music. Please send 
resumes to Pastor/Music Search Committee, New 
Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Duncan, 
OK 73534.

Pineville Park Baptist Church in Pineville, La., is 
seeking a full-time music minister. If inter-
ested, email resumes to Pastor Steve McAlister at 
steve@pinevillepark.org.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 

Church bus for sale – 1999 E450, 12-passen-
ger bus with power lift and room for two wheel-
chairs. Runs good. Cold air (dual air), automatic 
transmission. Ready to go. Call Alvin Rosson, Calvary 
Baptist, 479-394-3671.

MISCELLANEOUS

Park Hill Baptist, Arkadelphia, seeking full-
time youth minister. Send resumes to parkh-
illbaptist@gmail.com.

Central Baptist Church, Bald Knob, is prayer-
fully seeking a part-time secretary (Monday-
Thursday, 8am-4pm). If interested, please send 
resume to Central Baptist Church, P.O. Box 226, Bald 
Knob, AR 72010.

Central Baptist Church of Pine Bluff is seeking a 
full-time minister of youth and recreation. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 20336, White Hall, 
AR 71612-0336 or to cbcpastor@cablelynx.com.

Full-time music/youth minister: Growing 
suburban congregation in N.W. Wichita, Kan., is 

Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, 
AR 72132. 501-397-2576, or 870-536-4109 or 
email river013@centurytel.net. 

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a 
part-time or full-time music minister. 
Send resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, 
Carlisle, AR 72024.

First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, 
send resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 
72335.

Southside Baptist Church, Poteau, Okla., 25 
minutes from Fort Smith, Ark., is searching for a 
student pastor. Send resume to ssb505@win-
stream.net; fax: 918-647-3271.

Ark. natives receive 
seminary degrees
NEW ORLEANS – Four students 
with Arkansas ties received degrees 
from New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary May 12. 

Carl Ray Fondren Jr., of Dar-
danelle, received the Doctor of 
Educational Ministry degree. Fon-
dren serves as executive pastor of 
Hiland Park Baptist Church in 
Panama City, Fla. 

Gerald Wade Totty, of Fordyce, 
received the Doctor of Ministry de-
gree. Totty serves as senior pastor 
of Rison Baptist Church, Rison. 

Rhyne Putman, of Jonesboro, 
received the Doctor of Philosophy 
degree. Putman serves as instructor 
of theology at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Angela Rae Franklin, of Arka-
delphia, received the Master of 
Music in church music degree. 
Franklin holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity in Arkadelphia and serves 
as minister of music and children 
at CrossPoint Baptist Church in 
Baton Rouge, La.

Church life
First Baptist Church, Dumas, 

will hold a youth concert at the 
church at 7 p.m. June 8, featuring 
the Tyrus Morgan band. They will 
hold a vacation Bible school (VBS) 
kickoff from 2 to 4 p.m. June 10, fea-
turing the Tyrus Morgan band and 
members of the Extreme Aerobatic 
Club. For VBS kickoff location or 
information on either event, contact 
Tanya Day at 870-377-1246.

Union Avenue Baptist Church, 
Wynne, will celebrate its 50th anni-
versary June 10 with Sunday school 
at 9:30 a.m. and morning service at 
10:30 a.m. The morning service will 
be followed by lunch and an after-
noon service filled with memories 

of charter members and former pas-
tors. Gerald Perry, who served as the 
first pastor when the church started 
as a mission, will serve as speaker for 
the morning service.

Crossgate Church, Hot Springs, 
will hold it summer Kidz Kamp – 
Life is a Highway – June 25-27. The 
camp is open to the public for chil-
dren who will have completed kin-
dergarten through third grade by the 
camp date. To register, contact Car-
rie Pratchard at 501-262-6659. Regis-
tration continues through June 3.

On the move
Dwain Minor is serving on the 

staff of First Baptist Church, Green 
Forest, as youth pastor.

Karen Kennemur, associate professor of childhood education at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, speaks at the spring Children’s Ministry Training and Network Day 
held at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Building May 17. The goal of the event was to give 
insight into understanding this generation and how to minister to them.

Children’s ministry

a total surprise. The Foundation 
had assisted the donor’s father with 
a scholarship fund many years ago 
but had no contact directly with the 
donor.

FOUNDATION
continued from page 3

Also during the meeting, Thomas 
& Thomas Certified Public Accoun-
tants presented the 2011 audit of the 
Foundation. Foundation assets at 
the end of 2011 were $179,752,767. 

“The audit reported was clean in 
every way, and the auditors praised 
the Foundation’s accounting staff 
for their efficiency and accuracy,” 
said Moore.
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GAs present $3,000 to ABCHomes in Monticello
Leah Fender
Arkansas Baptist News

MONTICELLO – Fifty-two Girls in 
Action (GAs) and 24 of their leaders 
from First Baptist Church, Marion, 
raked leaves, pulled weeds, picked 
up limbs and cleaned flower beds 
during a trip to the Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children in Monticello 
April 14.

Oh, and they also presented the 
home with a $3,000 check from 
their annual pancake breakfast.

“So many of our contributors 
have had to cut their giving due to 
the economy,” said D.J. Chambers, 
Monticello sponsorship director. 
“What these girls are doing will 
make a huge impact. Every little bit 
helps, and seeing what these girls 
are doing is wonderful.”

It was the fifth year GAs from 
First Baptist Church served at the 
home, but the sixth year they have 
presented the children’s home with 
a check, according to Sheila Kirkley, 
First Baptist Church, Marion, GA 
director.  

“We initially chose ABCHomes 
because we wanted the girls to in-
teract with other kids their age and 
experience what it means to be a 
missionary,” said Kirkley. “Through 
this mission, the girls are able to 
understand the meaning of these 
kids not having parents and work-

Girls in Action from First Baptist Church, Marion, prepare for their annual pancake breakfast to raise 
funds for ABCHomes in Monticello.

ing hard so that they can have things 
and do things just like our girls do.” 

This mission trip combines the 
energy of young girls with a home-
land mission to make a difference in 
the lives of other young people, said 
Kirkley.

“Recently, a young GA told me 
she came down here to work, and 
she was going to do all she could for 
these kids. When you hear that from 
little ones, you know it is making an 
impact on them for life,” said Kirk-
ley.

In addition, working at the chil-
dren’s home allows girls to make new 
friends and reunite with old ones. 

“After we complete our service 
projects, the girls get to meet and 
play with new friends and spread the 
love of Jesus,” added Kirkley. “It’s 
always fun to see the girls catch up 
with a friend from last year.”

Not only did the girls donate their 
time and energy for the day, but they 
also worked hard at their annual 
pancake breakfast to raise funds for 
the home. 

“This is a cause that is very dear 
to their hearts,” said Kirkley. “The 
girls not only help make the pan-
cakes and serve them to the city of 
Marion, but they also get a thrill out 
of giving the children’s home the 
check in person.” 
 Contact Leah Fender at leah@
arkansasbaptist.org.

GULF SHORES, Ala. – The Wil-
liams Baptist College softball team 
ended a record-setting season with 
an impressive run at the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics (NAIA) National Tournament in 
Gulf Shores, Ala., May 17-19. The 
Lady Eagles compiled a 51-10 season 
record, picking up American Mid-
west Conference regular season and 
tournament championships along 

Williams Baptist College softball 
makes national tournament run

ISRAEL TOURS
MANY GUARANTEED DEPARTURES

Superb Biblical Guides
with a tremendous understanding of current
and historical geography, culture, the Greek &

Hebrew text and practical application of Scripture.

24 wonderful packages - year-round
for the Evangelical Christian.

Excellent value for small groups,
large groups, and individuals.

A “LIFE CHANGING” EXPERIENCE!

www.pilgrimtours.com
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543 800-322-0788

“Ask about our “Send Your Pastor Away Program”

Also, a large selection to Greece & Turkey
Steps of Paul, Italy, Germany, Petra, Imperial

Europe, Egypt Steps of Moses & Joseph.

the way and climbing to 14th in the 
NAIA national rankings.

Williams opened NAIA tourna-
ment play with a 2-0 win over 23rd-
ranked Webber International Uni-
versity of Florida and followed it up 
the next day with a 3-0 victory over 
Georgia’s Thomas University. Wil-
liams’ tournament run ended with 
a 5-0 loss to 3rd-ranked Oklahoma 
City University. 

Williams Baptist College junior Karisa Hendrix, of Cherokee Village, pitches to a batter from Thomas 
University at the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics National Tournament. Hendrix 
pitched a two-hit shutout against the Night Hawks.

ABN godly fathers contest announced
(300 words or less) about their fa-
ther or another worthy father they 
know. The father’s full name and 
church home must be included 
with the tribute. 

The ABN will recognize the 
winner in his local church and 
present him with a gift, as well as 
highlight his tribute, in the June 
14 issue.

Send tributes by June 6, along 
with your phone number and/or 
email address, the father’s name 
and what church he attends to Fa-
ther of the Year Contest, Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington Drive, 
Little Rock, AR 72204, or email 
to abn@arkansasbaptist.org.

THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST News  
(ABN) is announcing its annual A 
Tribute to Godly Fathers contest.

In an effort to honor all fathers, 
each year the ABN selects a Father 
of the Year based on entries.

The issue prior to Father’s Day 
announces the winner and in-
cludes the winning tribute, which 
will be chosen based on qualities 
of the father, godliness of the man 
being honored and inspiration 
and readability of the essay sub-
mitted.

The essay contest is limited to 
fathers who are members of Ar-
kansas Baptist churches. Writers 
are asked to submit a brief tribute 
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T ake a look at Malachi 2:1-9. As 
Christians, we must realize that 

the level in which 
we are committed 
to God will directly 
shape our lives. If 
we are not careful, 
we can find our-
selves in the same 
situation as these 
priests. Notice God 
rebukes them for 
a lack of commit-
ment to the Lord 
in two specific areas of their lives.

Read Malachi 2:10-13, and notice 
how God rebukes their uncommit-
ted attitudes. When our attitudes 

are not committed to God, we be-
come spiritually vulnerable to un-

godly influences 
and become more 
likely to make un-
godly decisions 
with long-term 
consequences . 
When the priests 
realized that God 
was not blessing 
them, they did 
not have attitudes 
of reverence and 

reflection. They had attitudes of 
self-pity and complaining. Often it 
is the tough times in life that pro-
vide opportunity to reflect, ask God 

what He desires and make necessary 
changes. If your attitude is commit-
ted to pleasing God, He will usher 
you through the difficulties.

Now look at Malachi 2:14-16, and 
notice how God rebukes their lack 
of commitment to marriage and 
family. God has a high view of mar-
riage. In this chapter, we see that it is 
a lifelong covenant of believers (Mal. 
2:11), which has the goal of produc-
ing a godly family (Mal. 2: 14-15). 
Divorces were common among the 
Jews because they were not commit-
ted to honoring God through mar-
riage and family. If you and I plan to 
authentically follow Christ, we must 
place a high emphasis on marriage. 

Married or single, every Christian 
should be committed to forming a 
godly marriage today and/or build-
ing a godly marriage tomorrow. For 
the unmarried person, make sure 
that you are making godly decisions 
in your social and dating life. Date 
someone with the same views on 
issues of faith and family. For the 
married person, ask God how you 
can be better committed to Him in 
the area of family and marriage.  

God wants followers to be com-
mitted to Him in all aspects of life 
all the time – not just on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. If we are commit-
ted to God in these areas, He will 
honor that in our lives tomorrow.

A ccountability. This word really 
has become a dirty word these 

days. No one wants to accept the 
consequences of the very sin they are 
embracing. Very few humans want 
to admit they are wrong or make 
mistakes. Godly accountability car-
ries a few requirements.

The requirement to obey. God 
told his people that the “devoted 
things” were not to be touched – 
pretty simple instructions. These 
items were clothing, cattle and 
other plunder. Many of these devot-
ed things were items of which folks 
would think highly. They probably 
were things after which most folks 
sought. Still, God gave instructions 
for these things to be destroyed. A 

huge part of being accountable is 
doing what we say we’ll do – and 
also doing what we are told to do. 
Have you ever heard someone ask, 
“What part of ‘no’ don’t you under-
stand?” God said the plunder wasn’t 
to be touched. Simple. What part of 
that didn’t Achan understand?  

The requirement of consequence. 
Joshua 7:1 says, “But the Israelites 
acted unfaithfully in regard to the 
devoted things.” Then according to 
God’s Word, only one man actually 
disobeyed God’s instructions – and 
that was Achan. Yet, all of the Isra-
elites faced the consequence. God 
saw the failure of one as the failure 
of a nation. May God’s people never 
forget that we’re ALL in this thing 

together. We are all one big spiritual 
family. And when one member mis-
behaves, we all look bad and we all 
suffer. Joshua 
7:5-8 reveals 
to us the 
consequence 
upon many 
because of 
the actions 
of one.  But 
that’s how 
the Christian 
life works 
sometimes. We’re strolling along in 
life and suddenly get hit upside the 
head because of someone else’s sin.

The requirement of persever-
ance. In Joshua 7:10, God asks 

Joshua, “What are you doing down 
on your face?” Joshua hadn’t sinned, 
but he was reeling from the conse-

quence just the same. 
But God was still on 
His people’s side. Life 
wasn’t over. God was 
still in control. Sin had 
been embraced and 
consequences handed 
out; it was time to 
admit the facts, be ac-
countable and get up 
and move on in con-

fession and repentance with God. 
Accountability will require an admit-
tance of sin, a swallowing of pride 
and a moving forward in God’s 
grace, mercy and love.  

We all know faith is crucial to 
the Christian life. You could 

call it a “requirement” from our first 
step of salvation. In our focal pas-
sage, Joshua shows his faith by lead-
ing Israel into the Promised Land.

Faith isn’t always blind. Yes, 
there will be times when we won’t 
know every detail of everything 
God asks of us in His will. At the 
same time, God doesn’t call us to 
be stupid, unwise or blind. Joshua 
was a man of faith. Yet, he still sent 
two spies to “look over the land” in 
Joshua 2:1. Many believe that faith 
is God simply doing His part. But 
that’s not so! God does His part, 

and we do our part. Even if faith 
isn’t blind … it’s still faith!

Faith is knowing that God works 
in all things in our lives. We are 
told this truth in Romans 8:28: God 
is working in all things for our good. 
As God’s people, do we believe that 
right now God is working in ways 
we may not even know or under-
stand?  In Joshua 2:6, Rahab had 
flax stacked on her rooftop. Flax on 
rooftops seemed to be just a normal 
process of life for Rahab. But that 
same flax was used to hide God’s 
men on her rooftop. That seems 
a small thing. Still, have faith that 
God will use all things in your life 

for your good and His will.
Faith in God brings respect. 

Many of the “not-yet-saved” of this 
world will laugh 
at faith in God. 
And they’ll laugh 
at your faith in 
God. They’ll roll 
their eyes at you 
during normal 
times of life. But 
when life starts 
falling apart, folks 
begin to seek 
faith in God – and they will respect 
your faith in God. Read the respect 
Rahab had in Joshua 2:8-15.

Faith in God brings rewards. 
Joshua 6 tells us that Jericho was 
destroyed by God’s judgment. And 

before that, Rahab 
and her parents 
and brother were 
brought out of the 
city and allowed 
to live just outside 
Israel’s camp. She 
was rewarded for 
her faithfulness. 
And you and I will 
be also. 

I don’t know what the rewards 
will be exactly, but they will be 
there.

The faith dare

The accountability dare

Do you honor your commitments? 

R ead Malachi 2:17-3:6. We live 
in a world that is cynical to-

ward issues of 
faith. Just as it 
is discouraging 
for us to come 
across people 
who are sarcas-
tic toward the 
things of God, 
it is even more 
disheartening 
for the Lord 
to encounter 
them. Malachi 
tells us that God was wearied by His 
people’s disbelief (Mal. 2:17). Yet, 
He took the opportunity to promise 

redemption to those who returned 
to Him. Today we know that God 

has revealed Him-
self visibly through 
His Son. Jesus is the 
fulfillment of Mala-
chi’s prophecies. 
Ultimately, Jesus 
will bring judgment 
for sin and will dis-
play God’s wrath to 
evil. But for those 
in Christ, we will be 
made pure! Through 
Christ, our fellow-

ship with God is restored! His grace 
is truly more than we deserve. Are 
you in Christ? Why not trust Him 

today and receive that restoration?  
Now read Malachi 3:7-12. These 

verses are a source of discomfort for 
many. While they can and should 
apply to issues of tithing and giv-
ing, these verses should also be un-
derstood in a broader sense. God 
does not merely want your money. 
He wants you – all of you. That 
includes your time, talents and 
resources. Understand that when 
you rob God of these, you are also 
robbing yourself. Many like to em-
phasize God’s promise to respond 
to obedience with blessings from 
heaven (Mal. 3:10). While that is a 
Scriptural promise we can count on, 
it’s important to realize that those 

blessings may not be material things. 
They are often opportunities to be 
challenged, grow, see God move and 
experience the joy of serving for His 
glory. And they are always oppor-
tunities to be a testimony to others 
(Mal. 3:12). How we respond to 
God says a lot to others about what 
we truly believe about Him. Are you 
cynical toward God’s leadership or 
obedient? What kind of testimony 
does your life proclaim to wayward 
believers and nonbelievers? Are you 
experiencing God’s blessing? Don’t 
rob God of your time, talents and 
resources. Don’t rob yourself of His 
blessing. Don’t rob another of see-
ing God work through you.

How do you treat God?
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Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
(print) and $4 (digital) for each subscription.

■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
tions together through their local church. Subscribers pay 

$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
When inquiring about a subscription by mail, please 

include the address label. Individuals also may call the ABN 
at 501-376-4791, ext. 5153, or toll-free in state at 800-838-
2272. Be prepared to provide code line information printed 
on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
chased at www.arkansasbaptist.org. Please call the ABN of-
fice to discuss church plans. 

Subscriber services

Go Digital

Get the ABN 
delivered to 

your desktop or 
digital device 

get more l pay less

your desktop or your desktop or 

Go to www.arkansasbaptist.org, click on "ABN Now 
Subscription" or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153

Mission Haiti: 
Baptists witness 
God's work in 
ravaged nation
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Scan QR code 
with your 

smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.
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