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Baptists ‘Testify’ in Dallas
Steve Gaines (right), pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Cordova, Tenn., and immediate past 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), transfers the presidency of the convention 
to J.D. Greear, pastor of The Summit Church in Raleigh-Durham, N.C., with the strike of a gavel 
June 14 during the last moments of the 2018 SBC Annual Meeting in Dallas. Greear was elected 
president of the SBC during this year’s meeting, receiving nearly 70 percent of the votes cast by 
messengers. See TESTIFY page 6
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WASHINGTON (BP) – 
Churches that haven’t up-
dated their wireless sound 
system may have trouble 
being heard on any given 
Sunday, as the federal gov-
ernment is phasing out 
the 600MHz frequencies 
many congregations use.

The Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
(FCC) will complete the 
transition of the 617-652 
MHz and 663-698 MHz 
spectrum bands from wire-
less microphones and tele-
vision broadcasts by July 
13, 2020, but the transi-
tion began in 2017. 

The frequencies are 
being transitioned to wire-
less communicators such 
as cellphone companies 
to meet industry demand 
and will become unavail-
able for use by wireless 
mic systems by the 2020 
deadline or earlier, accord-
ing to the FCC. 

Violators could face 
fines or additional crimi-
nal penalties, the FCC re-
ported. 

T-Mobile bought 45 
percent of the available 
600MHz spectrum dur-
ing a 2017 auction when 
the transition began, the 
company announced, with 
a purchase price of $7.99 
billion. 

Churches that haven’t 
updated their wireless 
sound systems in recent 
years are more vulnerable 
to sound system failure, 
LifeWay Christian Re-
sources’ Mike Harland 
said. 

Frequency information 
should be recorded on a 
mic’s receiver or within 
the mic’s battery compart-
ment, Harland said.

Many systems can be 
reconfigured to a legal op-
erating frequency. In addi-
tion to churches, other in-
dustries likely affected by 
the FCC change include 
local theaters, schools, 
conference centers and 
sports stadiums. 

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Churches must abandon 
600 MHz wireless systems

Jones to direct
Monticello home

Super Summer draws students to Christ

Kelly Jones (third from left), with his wife, Joan, and their four children, (from left): 
Nick, 12; Brooklyn, 7; Maryjoy, 8, and Adam, 16.

MONTICELLO - Kelly Jones 
has been named campus direc-
tor for the Baptist Home for 
Children in Monticello. 

Jones will oversee the flag-
ship campus of the 124-year-
old agency. He is responsible 
for the 48-bed residential 
facility that provides care for 
boys and girls, ages 5 through 
18, who live in six family-style 
homes. 

“The Baptist Home for 
Children in Monticello is a 
special place, and it needs a 
special leader. Kelly Jones is 
that leader,” said David Perry, 
executive director for Arkan-
sas Baptist Children’s Homes 
and Family Ministries (AB-
CHomes), as he made the an-
nouncement June 12. 

“While there will be a learn-
ing curve as he moves from 
the pastorate to a leader of a 
residential childcare facility, I 
believe Jones’ intellect, work 

ethic and passion for the min-
istry will help in this transi-
tion. 

“We welcome Kelly to the 
ABCHomes’ family.” 

A native of Helena, Jones 
said, “I cannot express how 
excited and honored I am to 
serve as the new campus direc-
tor of such a vital ministry to 
the children and families in 
our state. 

“My family and I cannot 
wait to get to the campus and 
begin the work God has called 
us to do there.” 

Prior to joining the Baptist 
Home for Children, Jones 
served as pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Harrisburg, from 
January 2010 to June 2018. 
He was pastor of First Baptist 
Church of DeWitt from No-
vember 2006 to January 2010. 
In addition, Jones has served 
on the staff of Faith Bap-
tist Church, Bartlett, Tenn., 

and Second Baptist Church, 
West Helena. He was owner 
of Sherrald Jones Insurance 
Company, West Helena, from 
1994 to 2003. 

Jones is a graduate of Phil-
lips Community College of 
the University of Arkansas, 
West Helena, and Delta State 
University, Cleveland, Miss. 
He received a Master of Divin-
ity from Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Cor-

dova, Tenn., and a Doctor of 
Ministry from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
New Orleans, La. 

Previously, Jones was a dea-
con, Sunday school teacher 
and discipleship training 
teacher at Second Baptist 
Church, West Helena. 

He and his wife, Joan, have 
four children: Adam, 16; Nick, 
12; Maryjoy, 8, and Brooklyn, 
7.

Sarah Davis
Arkansas Baptist News

ARKADELPHIA – Church 
camps are in full swing this 
year, and Super Summer Ar-
kansas is no exception. 

Hosted by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, 
more than 1,000 students 
from across Arkansas arrived 
at Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity for the first week of Super 
Summer June 9-16. 

“Super Summer is a great 
leadership camp,” said Matt 
Neyman, youth pastor at East 
End Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Home. “Your kids grow 
closer to God when they come 
here. This camp is designed 
for leadership and disciple-
ship, and it has challenged my 
students to be ambassadors for 
Christ to their friends.”

Super Summer is made up 
of three structures: a large cor-
porate worship gathering, a 
school structure led by youth 
pastors and small groups led 
by college staffers. 

The structure divides the 
group of campers down from 
more than 1,000 to 10 to 200 
students, allowing for students 
to be discipled by adults out-

side of their home church.
“This is my first year at 

Super Summer, and I love 
it,” said Shannon Harvin, a 
youth leader at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Texarkana. “I like 
the way the camp is broken 
down with college students 
taking them into small groups. 
I love that our students aren’t 
stuck with us all day long, but 
they have other leaders and 
individuals pouring into their 
life.”

Not only do leaders enjoy 
the structure, but students also 
see the benefits of the camp 
being broken down. 

“This is my fourth year 
at Super Summer, and I get 
closer to God every year,” said 
Chase Prince, a student from 
Central Baptist Church in 
Newport. “I like the commu-
nity and meeting new people 
through small groups. The 
staffers are great, and I always 
have someone to talk to when 
there is a problem.”

The camp is volunteer-led. 
A leadership team of youth 
pastors from around the state 
pour their creativity into the 
camp. 

Other youth pastors and 
college staffers give up part of 

their summer to serve at the 
camp.

“I came to this camp when 
I was a student, and it’s where 
I started growing in my faith 
more,” said Morgan Rainey, a 
Ouachita student and Super 
Summer staffer from Crossett. 
“I didn’t have the greatest ex-
perience with staffers as a stu-
dent, so I wanted to come back 
and be a good staffer. I want 
to be able to relate to the stu-
dents. We are close in age, but 
they definitely look up to us.”

Along with the different 
schools for the campers, there 
is a school for youth pastors 

and adults at camp.
“I’ve been to Super Sum-

mer since 2002, and I keep 
coming back because I love 
it,” said Bill Newton, youth 
pastor at First Baptist Church 
in Hot Springs. “I love the at-
mosphere and the discipleship 
aspect, but I also love it be-
cause I get to hang out with a 
whole bunch of youth pastors 
I hardly get to see throughout 
the year.”

Super Summer has impact-
ed thousands of students and 
churches across Arkansas by 

See SUPER page 11

Morgan Rainey (in cap at right) leads a small group that discusses what girls strug-
gle with in high school. Super Summer’s small groups allow for college students to 
disciple campers. Photo by Sarah Davis
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DALLAS (BP) – More 
than 200 Southern Bap-
tists raised more than 
$6,000 to feed the hun-
gry by participating in 
the Global Hunger Relief 
(GHR) Run June 13 at the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Annual Meeting.

Through the registra-
tion fees paid by the run-
ners, the second GHR 
Run – which began at 6:30 
a.m. on the second day of 
the SBC meeting in Dal-
las – raised about $1,000 
more than last year’s inau-
gural run in Phoenix.

GHR is a partnership 
of seven Southern Baptist 
entities that collaborate 
to address hunger needs 
in the United States and 
around the world. The 
Cooperative Program’s 
support of SBC entities 
enables 100 percent of the 
gifts received by GHR to 
be used in hunger projects 
carried out by Southern 
Baptist missionaries and 
partners. Many churches 
give attention to the work 
of GHR, formerly known 
as the World Hunger 
Fund, on Global Hunger 
Sunday in October.

Southern Baptist par-
ticipants in the run com-
mended the collaboration 
exemplified in GHR, as 
well as the certainty the 
funds they provided would 
go to meet both physical 
and spiritual needs.

Last year international-
ly, GHR resources helped 
more than 606,000 people 
and impacted more than 
2,000 communities, ac-
cording to the annual re-
port. In North America, 
GHR helped provide 14 
million meals and record-
ed about 14,000 profes-
sions of faith in Christ.

Eighty percent of GHR 
funds are used overseas 
through the work of Inter-
national Mission Board 
and Baptist Global Re-
sponse.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Runners at SBC Dallas 
raise $6K for world hunger

Arkansans sweat in the Texas heat  
to share Christ’s love at SBC Crossover 
Joe Westbury
Special to the ABN

FORT WORTH, Texas – The 
sun was hot and the air was 
dry and the shade was sparse. 
But that didn’t keep Arkansas 
Baptists who participated in 
Crossover prior to the South-
ern Baptist Convention An-
nual Meeting from sharing 
their faith.

Guzzling cold bottled water 
and lathering on plenty of sun-
screen were the order of the 
day on Saturday, June 9, as two 
of those volunteers, students 
at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, took their 
faith to the streets.

By the final day of Cross-
over, 100 Southwestern semi-
narians had contacted 13,129 
homes, participated in 1,993 
gospel conversations and re-
corded 213 professions of 
faith. When 75 other partici-
pants are included from the 
four Southern Baptist semi-
naries partnering with South-
western, the numbers totaled 
19,464 homes contacted, 
3,180 gospel conversations and 
340 professions of faith.

After six days of door-to-
door evangelism by seminar-
ians, the Harvest America rally 
was held on Sunday evening, 
June 10, at AT&T Stadium, 
where approximately 35,000 
guests heard the gospel pro-
claimed by California pastor 
and evangelist Greg Laurie, 
and approximately 2,300 
made professions of faith.

Dennisa Reade, a mem-

ber of Leslie Baptist Church, 
Leslie, was among numerous 
Arkansas Baptists who spent 
the week sharing their faith at 
Crossover Dallas.

Reade, a Master of Divinity 
student at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, was 
on a team knocking on doors 
in the Fort Worth area, giving 
gospel presentations and leav-
ing information in advance of 
the Harvest America rally.

Reade’s husband, Chris, is 
pastor of Leslie Baptist and 
received a Master of Divinity 
degree from the seminary in 
December.

“I love to share Christ with 
people,” Dennisa Reade said 

under the shade of a tree as 
temperatures reached 100 
degrees in the city. “It’s been 
on Chris’ and my heart for a 
long time. Bringing people to 
Christ is just what Christians 
do. We are trying to lead our 
church into a very missional 
mindset, and there is no better 
way to lead than by example.”

Chris McCarty, young 
families and children’s pas-
tor at Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church in Cabot, was also one 
of those students knocking on 
doors.

He is working on a Master 
of Divinity degree with an em-
phasis in preaching and evan-
gelism. It is his first Crossover 
but not his first mission trip. 
His interest was piqued from 
a previous experience on a 
mission trip to Guatemala. 
That trip featured an outreach 
called Operation Go, similar 
in concept to Crossover: en-
countering local residents with 
the best news they would ever 
hear, he said.

“I had such a good experi-
ence sharing my faith on that 
trip that I wanted to see if peo-
ple in my own culture would 
respond as well as the Gua-
temalans did. This has been 
an incredible experience,” he 
said.

Comparing the two experi-
ences, he said he had “a huge 
amount of responses” as he 
knocked on Fort Worth doors. 

The majority, like in Guatema-
la, were positive conversations 
about the gospel.

“Even when decisions were 
not made, seeds were still 
planted, and that’s why we 
were out there. But yesterday 
we saw a young man come to 
Christ after a very long day 
of not seeing any positive re-
sponses,” he said.

“What was so remarkable is 
that we did not approach him, 
but he came right up to us out 
of curiosity. He asked who we 
were and what we were doing, 
and we began sharing the gos-
pel; he accepted Christ right 
there,” McCarty explained.

“It was clearly a God-or-
dained encounter.”

The soft-spoken Arkansan 
expressed support for Birch-
man Baptist Church in the 
White Settlement community 
in west Fort Worth, where his 
team was based for the week. 
The church provided meals, re-
sources, prayer support and in-
formation on neighborhoods 
that needed visiting.

“I have never seen a church 
with such a strong prayer min-
istry. While we were out, we 
tweeted out specific prayer 
requests for a situation, and 
church members followed us 
and immediately begin in-
terceding for that situation. 
They were literally praying  

Arkansas Baptists join a canvassing team to pray before heading out to witness to Fort Worth residents. Photo by Joe Westbury

Dennisa Reade, a member of Leslie Baptist Church, Leslie, was among numerous 
Arkansas Baptists who spent a week sharing their faith at Crossover Dallas. Photo 
by Joe Westbury See CROSSOVER page 11



June 28, 20184 

Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”

 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

Baptist polity alive and well at SBC Annual Meeting
on as expected. However, 
some anxious moments en-
sued during discussion regard-
ing a motion that called for 
the resignation of the South-
western Seminary trustee 
executive committee because 
of how former seminary presi-
dent Paige Patterson’s recent 
termination was handled. 

As you may know, religious 
and secular 
journalists are 
provided a 
special Press 
Room by Bap-
tist Press, of 

the SBC Executive Commit-
tee, for a live video and audio 
feed of the proceedings.

I think this was the first 
year in many years that I did 
not set foot in the actual 
meeting hall because the ac-
tivity in and around the news-
room was so busy. 

What’s more, the news-
room had a bit of unexpected 
excitement on the last day 
when an independent jour-
nalist was escorted out of the 

W e have all heard it jok-
ingly said, “Wherever 

you get two Baptists together, 
you will have three opinions.”

That’s why when you get 
10,000 or so Baptists together 
– in addition to other guests 
and the media – you never 
quite know what will happen.

That was the case at the 
recent annual meeting in Dal-
las.

For exam-
ple, numerous 
Baptists told 
me prior to 
the annual 
meeting that North Carolina 
pastor J.D. Greear would be 
easily elected SBC president. 
Upon arrival in Dallas, just 
as many Baptists I spoke to 
were convinced of just the op-
posite.

In the end, the original 
pronouncement was correct. 
Greear won over Ken Hemp-
hill by a wide margin.

The handling of conven-
tion business by messengers 
was – for the most part – went 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas
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convention center by Dallas 
police. We are working on 
trying to find out exactly what 
happened and hope to have 
an accurate account soon.

As usual, Baptists made 
their mark on the host city by 
extensive canvassing and the 
sharing of the gospel during 
Crossover as well as by spon-
soring a Harvest America cru-
sade at AT&T Stadium.

I wonder what caused the 
upswing in attendance this 
year. Was it simply the Paige 
Patterson controversy or the 
presidential election or a com-
bination of both?

Another unexpected con-
troversy arose when Vice 
President Mike Pence spoke 
to messengers on Wednesday 
morning of the convention 
(see related Letter to the Edi-
tor below).

It appeared to me that mes-
senger support was about 
50/50 on Pence speaking at 
the annual meeting. For me, 
if the vice president could 
have left out most of the 
middle (political) part of his 
speech, it would have been 
great. 

But I guess that’s what we 
should have expected after all, 
because that’s why he came.

In the end, it is good to 
know that we have a born 
again man of faith advising 
the most powerful man in the 
world. 

 It was good to see resolu-
tions approved by messengers 
addressing the dignity and 
protection of women.

Another motion designed 
to protect churches from 
sexual predators by establish-
ing a national database was 

passed on to the SBC Execu-
tive Committee for evalua-
tion. Honestly, I understand 
the autonomy of our churches 
and all, but it seems to me 
that some type of voluntary 
database for use by churches 
in the hiring process could be 
useful.

Baptists continued to ex-
press displeasure with Russell 
Moore and the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion, introducing a motion to 
defund the commission and 
shift its funding to the Inter-
national Mission Board, but 
the motion was defeated.

That’s a bit of what hap-
pened at our Baptist meeting 
that caught my attention. 
Baptist polity appears to be 
alive and well in 2018.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the ABN.

Pressing On
Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Letter to the Editor

Pence speech at SBC 

I could not believe it when I 
read that Vice President Mike 
Pence was the guest speaker at 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in Dallas.

Why did Southern Baptists 
ask a political speaker to a 
church meeting? They had to 
sit while Pence told the group 
how wonderful the worst presi-
dent in the history of our great 
nation is and what a wonder-
ful Christian he was. 

He [Pence] tells as many lies 
as does our cussing, women-
chasing, loves-the-dictators-
who-have-murdered-own-fam-
ily-members-and-kill-millions-

of-their-own-people [presi-
dent]. It has been reported 
that, in these two years, Trump 
has told over 3,000 lies. 

What is wrong with the Re-
publican Party that backs up 
everything he [Trump] says 
even when he is on the TV 
talking about himself every 
day? No other president has 
ever been on TV talking about 
what he has done. 

When Trump was running 
for president, he said Mexico 
would pay for a wall. Every de-
bate he repeated it. It appears 
to me he is all about himself. 
In my opinion he lost every 

See LETTER page 5
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life at this time. So, regardless 
of whom we choose in the 
elections – though you prob-
ably do not recognize their 
names – it is always a win-win.

4) We maintain a con-
stant focus on the gospel, 
evangelism, church planting 
and missions. J.D. Greear, 
our new Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) president, 

succinctly stated 
that Jesus died 
for the sins 
of every man, 
woman, boy 
and girl. That 
has been, and 

will continue to be, our main 
focus as a denomination. 
Every year we also affirm 
through resolutions that the 
gospel has far-reaching impli-
cations on such things as the 
value of human life regardless 
of race, gender or age; our 
responsibility to persecuted 
believers and victims of abuse 
and domestic violence; the 
embracing of racial diversity 
in all areas of SBC life; and 
outreach to those who need 
ministries of compassion.

5) The annual meetings are 

Observations of 2018 SBC Dallas

The gospel: the backbone of the SBC

S outhern Baptists gath-
ered this past week in 

Dallas for their annual meet-
ing. Six things stand out as 
I reflect on the events of the 
week:

1) We celebrated God’s 
blessings. Southern Baptists 
experienced incredible bless-
ings in several areas of signifi-
cance this past year. Also, at 
this annual 
meeting we 
witnessed the 
commission-
ing of 79 new 
missionaries 
for the inter-
national mission field.

2) We are a family of 
believers. This event has a 
feeling like a typical family 
reunion, with an incredibly 
wide range of personalities 
– just like your own family 
reunions!

3) We elected new officers 
and conducted business. 
When we elect officers, we 
never have to choose between 
an atheist and a Christian. 
Instead we always choose 
between some of the greatest 
leaders in Southern Baptist 

B y the time you read this 
article, the dust will 

have settled on the 2018 an-
nual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC). I 
hope.

If you don’t know that 
there are numerous contro-
versies raging 
around the 
SBC, then 
you’re either 
living in a 
1960s bomb 
shelter or 
completely disconnected from 
social media.

I wish I were completely dis-
connected from social media.

But, alas, I am not. So what 
am I whispering to myself as I 
prepare to attend the conven-
tion? Honestly, I just keep 
telling myself not to forget the 
big picture.

Somewhere along the line, 
we’ve decided that presidents, 
seminary presidents, mega-
church pastors, bloggers, 
social media warriors – you 
name it – are more important 
than the average pastor, the 
average person in the pew.

If you think my column is 
worth reading, by the way, 

because I’m the state conven-
tion president, then talk to 
some of my critics sometime. 
I don’t know how I fell into 
this position. I don’t know 
why anyone would listen to 
my opinion. And I know hun-
dreds who are better suited 

for this role.
I can’t ad-

dress every 
crisis that has 
arisen. I don’t 
know all the 
facts about 

every controversy. I don’t have 
the answers to every dilemma, 
and I really don’t have the 
power to fix much of what 
may be broken. I don’t even 
know what is going to make 
headlines tomorrow.

But I know the gospel is 
still good news and the local 
church is still the backbone of 
the SBC, from every pastor, to 
every Sunday school teacher, 
to every tither, to every per-
sonal evangelist, and on and 
on and on.

The latest controversies re-
ally don’t matter to most of 
those folks. They are imper-
fect (oh, how we’ve proven 
that lately), but many, many 

of them are well-intentioned. 
And they are just going to 
keep doing the right thing 
the right way, while the social 
media storm rages and the 
grandstanding continues.  

I don’t know about you, 
but that makes me grate-
ful. It’s a little thing, but it’s 
worth celebrating.

To be honest, I don’t 
know any of the seminary 
presidents personally. I don’t 
know the big-name popular 
bloggers and celebrity pastors. 
I don’t know David Platt or 
Kevin Ezell. I’ve shaken Augie 
Boto’s hand, but I don’t 
think that counts for much.

But I know lots of people 
who lead and love the church 
in Arkansas, and I believe in 
them. I know, for the most 
part, that they’ll still be doing 
the right things the right way 
tomorrow, and that makes 
me happy. It’s why the Coop-
erative Program, the Interna-
tional Mission Board and the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
work.

Greg Sykes is pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Russellville 
and president of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

T here is a mindset somewhat prevalent in contempo-
rary evangelicalism that, I think, causes harm. The 

mindset is: Any doubt about Christian beliefs is sinful. 
This mindset has been the ruin of many inquisitive men 
and women. Thus, such a mindset needs to be extin-
guished for two main reasons. 

First, given our human limitations, doubt is unavoid-
able. I’ll say more about this below, but there is very little 
about which we can be certain. Furthermore, given the 
nature of faith, one cannot be certain about any belief. 
In Hebrews 11:1, the author of Hebrews gives the famous 

definition of faith: “Faith 
is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the convic-
tion of things not seen.” 
Within this definition, 
one can see that there is 

an element of uncertainty in faith. For example, I believe 
that I am currently typing at my computer, but I cannot be 
certain about it. Why? I cannot be certain about it because 
it is within the realm of possibility that I am dreaming or 
that I am living in some kind of Matrix scenario. “Oh,” 
you might say, “that is a ridiculous, highly unlikely pos-
sibility!” To be sure, it is ridiculous and unlikely, but it 
is still a possibility, and a mere logical possibility is all we 
need to remove certainty.   

The second reason this is harmful to believers is because 
of the distinction between possible, probable and certain. 
As the reader will know, there is a difference between pos-
sibility, probability and certainty. So what are the differ-
ences? If I can imagine an alternative scenario taking place 
or being true, then possibility is in play. Even if it is a far-
out, unlikely possibility, as long as it is logically possible, it 
removes surety. 

Something is probable if it seems more likely to be true 
than false. For example, given the way my wife responds to 
me (in a loving, kind way), it seems probable (more likely 
true than false) that she loves me.  

And certainty is when an idea cannot be doubted. For 
example, no one doubts that 2+2=4. This is just a fact that 
is intuitively known and understood. If something is mere-
ly a belief, then we cannot be certain about it. As you can 
see, certainty is hard to get. But that is OK. We shouldn’t 
be concerned about that. Our deeply held beliefs in Jesus, 
God, Scripture, etc., need not be certain to be probable, 
rational or true. Furthermore, that doesn’t mean that I 
can’t claim to know something. Again, I can claim that I 
know I’m typing at a computer right now, but I don’t have 
certainty. And that’s OK! What is important with our be-
liefs or claims of knowledge is that they are probable and 
rational. 

The value in doubting comes when it motivates us to 
investigate our beliefs more, to seek God more or to dig 
deeper into study and investigation so that we can better 
understand why we believe what we do. It instills a humil-
ity that is beneficial to the life of faith and instrumental in 
our walk with Christ and in evangelism. 

Chad Meeks is associate pastor of youth and discipleship at 
Cedar Heights Baptist Church in North Little Rock.

Deep Waters
Chad Meeks

‘Doubt ain’t so bad’
like a huge ice cream parlor. 
Just like an ice cream parlor 
has a variety of flavors avail-
able, the annual meeting has 
many diverse components. 
There is at least one flavor of 
ice cream that 
you will enjoy 
and probably 
several that 
you don’t.

6) I saw the 
real heroes. 
There were 
retired mis-
sionaries, 
bi-vocational 
pastors, com-
mitted men and women who 
are leaders in their church, 
committed young people – 
lots of people who serve God 
at great sacrifice. They will 
never see their name in earth-
ly headlines, be nominated 
for a position or have a video 
made about them. Yet they 
are “surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses” who will 
be waiting to welcome them 
to heaven.

J.D. “Sonny” Tucker is execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention.

Executive 
Directions
Sonny Tucker

President’s 
Perspective
Greg Sykes

continued from page 4
LETTER
debate. 

He has passed a tax bill that 
is going to hurt poor people 
and the middle class. I heard 
him say on TV he didn’t like 
poor people. We have a Trump 
Senate. He wants to do away 
with Medicare, which we pay 

for in our check. The govern-
ment has taken out of our 
paycheck, and they should not 
have. When all the elderly and 
disabled folks really wake up 
and see what harm this man 
has done, it will be too late. 

Invite a Democrat next time 
to the SBC meeting to speak.

Vivian Meins
DeWitt



June 28, 20186 

continued from page one
TESTIFY
DALLAS – At an annual meet-
ing that saw what chief par-
liamentarian Barry McCarty 
called an “extra heavy volume 
of business” on its opening 
day, the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) elected J.D. 
Greear as convention presi-
dent and heard an address by 
Vice President Mike Pence.

Amid the national #MeToo 
movement, messengers to the 
June 12-13 SBC Annual Meet-
ing in Dallas affirmed the dig-
nity and worth of women and 
heard reports of policies SBC 
seminaries have enacted to ad-
dress any allegations of sexual 
abuse and misconduct.

Several motions and mes-
senger questions related to 
the May 30 firing of former 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary president 
Paige Patterson, who allegedly 
mishandled a 2003 report of 
sexual assault at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
during his presidency there.

The unofficial messenger 
registration total of 9,637 was 
up 92 percent from last year's 
5,015 in Phoenix and marked 
the highest total since 2010. 
Messengers presented 20 mo-
tions during two 15-minute 
slots for the introduction of 
new motions. In addition, 
messengers attempted to 
amend reports and recom-
mendations and raised points 
of order.

McCarty said, “The Com-
mittee on Order of Business, 
parliamentarians and attor-
neys had to work double time 
to process the high volume of 
motions. But the real pressure 
came in correctly handling a 
couple of complex and con-
troversial motions,” including 
one to remove trustees from 
office at Southwestern.

Greear elected
Greear, pastor of The Sum-

mit Church in Raleigh-Dur-
ham, N.C., received 68.62 per-
cent of the vote for president. 
Ken Hemphill, a North Green-
ville University administrator 
and former Southwestern 
Seminary president, received 
31.19 percent.

At a press conference fol-
lowing his election, Greear 
said his priorities as president 
will include gospel focus, di-
versity, evangelism, church 
planting, collegiate ministry 
and engaging younger Bap-

tists in the SBC’s cooperative 
mission. He also said women 
should “sit at the seats of influ-
ence” in the convention and 
that Southern Baptist entities 
and churches must be “safe 
places for women to report 
abuse.”

Pence speaks
Pence’s June 13 address 

called Southern Baptists to 
pray for America and com-
mended the SBC as “one of 
the greatest forces for good” in 
the world. The vice president 
drew multiple standing ova-
tions as he spoke of the sanc-
tity of human life and Israel 
among other issues.

Prior to Pence’s appear-
ance, messengers made two 
motions to amend the conven-
tion’s agenda to exclude the 
vice president’s address. The 
first attempt was defeated by 
messenger vote, and the sec-
ond was ruled out of order 
because the convention had 
already dealt with the issue. 
Two motions referred to the 
SBC Executive Committee 
(EC) sought to prevent politi-
cal leaders from addressing fu-
ture SBC meetings. A point of 
order Wednesday expressing 
opposition to Pence’s address 
was ruled “not well taken” by 
the chair.

Women & abuse
Two resolutions addressed 

the dignity and protection of 
women: one “on the dignity 
and worth of women on the 
one-hundredth anniversary of 
women as messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention” 
and another “on abuse.”

Two motions on protecting 
churches from sexual preda-
tors were referred to the SBC 
EC, as was a motion asking the 
EC to study biblical authority 
for a woman to serve as SBC 
president. All six SBC semi-
nary presidents addressed the 
issue of sexual abuse and mis-
conduct during their reports.

Two seminary presidents – 
Chuck Kelley of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
and R. Albert Mohler Jr. of 
Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary – said the insti-
tutions they lead believe the 
Bible's teaching on gender 
precludes women from service 
in some faculty roles, although 
women hold teaching and ad-
ministrative roles at both semi-
naries. Kelley said women do 
not serve as preaching profes-
sors at New Orleans Seminary, 
and Mohler said women do 
not serve as professors in the 

School of Theology at South-
ern Seminary.

During the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion (ERLC) report, ERLC 
President Russell Moore an-
nounced the entity will part-
ner with LifeWay Research to 
conduct a study on the extent 
of abuse in churches.

Beyond the convention 
floor, a panel discussion in the 
SBC exhibit hall considered 
“sexual abuse in the church,” 
and the ERLC sponsored a 
panel discussion on “gospel 
sexuality in a #MeToo cul-
ture.”

Southwestern Seminary
In the wake of Patterson's 

termination at Southwest-
ern Seminary and his June 8 
withdrawal from preaching 
the convention sermon, Jef-
frey Bingham, interim South-
western Seminary president, 
said his “priority is to create a 
safe environment and a cam-
pus culture that protects and 
cares for the victims of abuse.” 
He also expressed confidence 

in the seminary’s trustee ex-
ecutive committee, the body 
that fired Patterson after the 
full board had shifted him to 
president emeritus status the 
previous week.

Some messengers, however, 
apparently felt the trustee ex-
ecutive committee overstepped 
its bounds. Following debate 
on the convention floor, mes-
sengers defeated a motion that 
would have removed all trustee 
executive committee members 
from the board immediately.

Thomas Hatley, pastor of 

Immanuel Baptist Church 
Global Outreach Center in 
Rogers, who made the motion, 
said his proposal was based on 
his perception the trustee ex-
ecutive committee acted with 
“haste, lack of proper investi-
gation,” apparent disregard of 
the seminary’s founding docu-
ments and failure to allow Pat-
terson to respond to accusa-
tions against him. The execu-
tive committee's action “could 
place the future of the school 
in jeopardy,” Hatley, a former 
International Mission Board 

The Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting theme, Testify, is displayed in lights at the Omni Hotel in downtown Dallas. 
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Sam Moore Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, 

sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist 
and a native of Arkansas. He has the 
gift of an evangelist and the heart of 
a pastor. He is available for Revivals, 
Crusades, Harvest Days and Witness 
Training. Now scheduling for 2018-19.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

(IMB) trustee chairman, said.
Former SBC President Ron-

nie Floyd, pastor 
of Cross Church 
northwest Arkan-
sas, spoke against 
Hatley’s motion.

“Dr. Hatley's 
motion is a great 
and needed re-
minder to every 
trustee in South-
ern Baptist life” 
that trustees are 
“accountable to 
messengers of the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention,” Floyd said. But 
he urged messengers to look 
past whether these trustees 
made the right or wrong deci-
sion and recognize that adopt-
ing a motion to 
remove trustees 
“would destroy 
our own system of 
government.” The 
trustee system “de-
pends on trust,” he 
said.

Wayne Dickard 
of South Carolina, 
a Southwestern 
Seminary trustee, 
spoke for the mo-
tion. During the 
May 22 meeting of 
the full board, trustees “over-
whelmingly” offered Patterson 
president emeritus status with 
housing and salary, he said. “If 
we can be overruled by the ex-

ecutive committee, why serve?” 
Also, trustees gave “Patterson 

our word,” which 
“should mean 
something.”

Bart Barber, 
pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Farm-
ersville, Texas, 
and a member of 
the Southwestern 
executive commit-
tee, said, “If you've 
been impatient 
with what we've 
done, you should 
blame me person-

ally. I was the last person on 
the executive committee” to 
reach the conclusion the com-
mittee should fire Patterson.

Barber alleged that, as 
Southwes te rn ' s 
president, Patter-
son attempted to 
remove a trustee, 
disregarded a re-
quest from trustee 
chairman Kevin 
Ueckert and re-
fused to attend 
trustee executive 
committee meet-
ings when asked to 
do so. Once Patter-
son was president 
emeritus, his attor-

ney “sent an email questioning 
the legal validity” of the full 
board’s action. 

“What is your seminary to 
do when a president emeritus 

is working to undermine the 
legitimacy and validity of the 
seminary's board of trustees?” 
Barber asked.

A separate motion was re-
ferred to Southwestern asking 
the full board to reconsider 
Patterson's firing.

Southwestern trustee Kie 
Bowman – who does not serve 
on the trustee executive com-
mittee – was this year's alter-
nate convention preacher and 
delivered the convention ser-
mon after Patterson withdrew.

ERLC motions
Two actions by messengers 

dealt with the ERLC. A mo-
tion was defeated to defund 
the ERLC by shifting its por-
tion of the 2018-19 Coopera-
tive Program Allocation Bud-
get to the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB).

Later, ERLC trustee chair-
man Trevor Atwood moved 
that the Committee on Nomi-
nations’ report be amended to 
grant trustee Dan Anderson a 
second term, which the com-
mittee had proposed to deny 
him. Messengers approved 
Atwood’s amendment before 
adopting the Committee on 
Nominations report.

Diversity
Southern Baptists elected to 

committees, boards and other 
leadership positions included 
women and members of eth-

nic minority groups. First Vice 
President A.B. Vines is Afri-
can American, and Second 
Vice President Felix Cabrera 
is Hispanic.

Of the Committee on Nom-
inations’ nominees elected to 
committees and boards, 12.6 
percent were non-Anglo. For-
ty-three percent of the nomi-
nees not serving in pastoral 
roles were women.

Of the Committee on Com-
mittees’ nominees elected 
to next year’s Committee on 
Nominations, 21 percent were 
non-Anglo and 28 percent 
were women.

A resolution adopted by 
messengers denounced the so-
called “curse of Ham,” some-
times used “as a justification 
for racism.”

IMB
At a Tuesday evening com-

missioning service, the IMB 
sent out 79 new missionaries 
and led messengers in prayer 
for all 11,700 people groups in 
the world.

During the IMB report, 
President David Platt urged 
Southern Baptists to focus 
on the work of missionaries 
on the field rather than the 
board's search for his successor 
as he transitions back to local 
church ministry. Missionaries 
“are the IMB,” he said.

NAMB
The North American Mis-

sion Board (NAMB) report 
included a presentation by 
a disciple-making task force 
appointed two years ago by 
NAMB and LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources. In addition, 
NAMB President Kevin Ezell 
reported that the board's 
church plants are healthy and 
effective overall, with plants 67 
percent ahead of established 
churches in their attendance-
to-baptism ratio.

Other news
– Southern Baptists me-

morialized the mass shooting 
last summer at First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, that left 26 worship at-
tendees dead. First Baptist 
Pastor Frank Pomeroy spoke 
at the June 10-11 SBC Pas-
tors' Conference, and his wife, 
Sherri, addressed the June 11 
Pastors’ Wives Conference. 
The Pomeroys also appeared 
at NAMB's June 11 Send Lun-
cheon.

– An evangelism task force 
appointed last year by out-
going SBC President Steve 
Gaines presented a report that 
included eight recommenda-
tions to help Southern Bap-
tists at all levels of convention 
life become more effective in 
evangelism.

– The 38 resolutions sub-
mitted to the Resolutions 
Committee marked the high-
est total since 1997. The 16 
resolutions adopted by the 
convention addressed sexual 
purity among Christian lead-
ers, gun violence and the 
proper use of social media 
among other topics. (To read 
all of the resolutions in their 
entirety, visit arkansasbaptist.
org/2018sbcresolutions.)

– The Crossover evangelism 
emphasis preceding the annual 
meeting yielded a record 4,229 
professions of faith, including 
2,339 at the June 10 Harvest 
America crusade with evange-
list Greg Laurie, 875 recorded 
online and 1,015 through area 
door-to-door witnessing.

– Gaines, in his presidential 
address, encouraged Southern 
Baptists to renew their belief in 
the supernatural God. “God's 
supernatural power is greater 
than any problem Southern 
Baptists have. ... Stop talking 
about how big your problem 
is, and start talking about how 
big your God is,” Gaines said.

– The SBC EC continued 
to promote a partnership with 
personal finance author and 

Hatley

See TESTIFY page 8

Floyd
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Perkins

REVIVAL! Bro. Ernie Perkins
Temple Baptist Church

5100 South 31st St.
Fort Smith, AR

7 p.m. - July 20-24
(Sunday morning services will be held at 
9:45 a.m. and Sunday evening services 

will be held at 5:30 p.m. instead of 7 p.m.)

speaker Dave Ramsey to help 
teach believers principles of 
biblical stewardship. Ramsey 
addressed the annual meeting 
Tuesday and participated in 
the president’s panel on stew-
ardship Wednesday.

– Interim EC president D. 
August Boto reported that 
despite numerous indicators 
of health in the SBC, there 
are also causes for concern. A 
“simple” remedy that would 
yield “gigantic” increases in 
Cooperative Program receipts 

continued from page 7
TESTIFY and people won to Christ 

would be for every Southern 
Baptist to witness and tithe, he 
said.

– Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
greeted annual meeting attend-
ees, thanking Southern Bap-
tists for their prayers and sup-
port following a shooting at 
Santa Fe (Texas) High School 
last month, Hurricane Harvey 
last year and the Sutherland 
Springs shooting.

– Recording Secretary John 
Yeats and Registration Secre-
tary Don Currence both were 
reelected without opposition.

This story was compiled from 
reporting by Baptist Press and the 
Arkansas Baptist News.

Rally raises abuse awareness,
encourages church response

A sign, “Jesus Never Shamed Women #ChurchToo,” stands at the spot of the “For Such 
a Time as This” women’s rally held June 12 outside the site of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting in Dallas. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Margaret Colson 
Arkansas Baptist News

DALLAS — In a united effort 
to discuss and respond to the 
“epidemic of abuse within 
Protestant Christianity’s larg-
est denomination,” dozens 
of men, women and children 
gathered at the “For Such 
a Time as This” rally in the 
noonday heat outside the Kay 
Baily Hutchison Convention 
Center during the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) An-
nual Meeting June 12. 

As participants held plac-
ards, distributed resources 
and listened to speakers, they 
hoped to raise awareness re-
garding the prevalence of 
abuse within churches and 
other religious settings as well 
as offer guidance on proper re-
sponse to such abuse. 

A woman in the crowd, her-
self “a victim of church abuse” 
said the church kept “telling 
me to stay in an abusive mar-

riage.” Now her advice to other 
abuse victims is simple: “Tell, 
keep telling and keep going 
to someone who will listen.” 
The message resonated with 
her teen daughter, who joined 
in the rally, saying, “I’m here 
for my mom. I’d really love to 
stand by her and support her.” 

Rally speaker Wade Burle-
son, pastor, Emmanuel Enid 
Church, Enid, Okla., said he 
hoped the rally would “raise 
awareness that there is an issue 
of abuse in Southern Baptist 
churches. It’s not that we 
don’t have good people, good 
pastors. I think it’s a misun-
derstanding of how to handle 
abuse.” Abuse, he said, “can 
be properly, morally, ethically, 
legally handled.” 

He advises fellow ministers 
to “pay attention if anyone 
ever comes to you, alleging 
sexual or physical abuse. Don’t 
hide it; don’t cover it. Make it 
known to authorities; help the 
victim and deal with perpetra-

tors. It’s pretty clear.” 
Burleson presented a mo-

tion June 12 during the an-
nual meeting, calling for an 
online resource to protect 
churches from sexual preda-
tors. The motion was referred 
to Southern Baptists’ Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC) for further 
consideration. 

One of the men in the 
crowd, Geoff Davidson, alum-
nus of Truett Seminary in 
Waco, Texas, said, “As a man 
who believes in Christ, I think 
it’s so important to let our sis-
ters in Christ know that we see 
them, we listen to them, we 
value them as image-bearers of 
God. When the image of God 
is hurt by other people, it’s the 
job of those around them to 
stand up for them and to be 
there for them and to do ev-
erything we can to make sure 
those sorts of things don’t hap-
pen again. 

“l love what Brother Russell 

Moore (ERLC president) said 
… that Jesus doesn’t need us 
to hide anything, to look out 
for His reputation. Jesus is still 
Jesus. God is still God. He’s 
still on the throne, and our 
attempting to cover things up 
isn’t going to help Him in any 
way; it’s not going to help the 
mission in any way. In fact, it’s 
going to ultimately hurt it.” 

One event organizer, Cher-
yl Summers, emphasized in a 
pre-rally press release, that the 
event “is not anti-Southern 
Baptist or anti-Christian. We 
are advocating for a reform of 
culture and for training of pas-

tors and church leaders. We 
follow Christ’s example who 
treated women with dignity 
and honor as equal, valuable 
members of His Church when 
the culture of His day did not.” 

In addition to Burleson, 
other speakers during the rally 
included Carolyn Deevers, 
advocate for abuse survivors; 
Mary DeMuth, author, speak-
er and victim advocate; Ashley 
Easter, founder, The Courage 
Conference; Christy Sim, au-
thor; and Gricel Medina, pas-
tor. 

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.

Thousands of attendees at the June 10 Crossover Harvest America event at AT&T Stadium in Dallas held up their phone with the 
lights on as a sign that they will be “a light” in their world. Photo by Bob Carey

Harvest America Crusade attracts 35,000
DALLAS (BP) – “I'm not 
here to talk to you about re-
ligion,” Pastor Greg Laurie 
told the crowd June 10 at 
AT&T Stadium in Arling-
ton, Texas, for the Crossover  
Dallas Harvest America cru-
sade. 

“I'm here to talk to you 
about a relationship with God 
that you can experience,” he 
said. “Christ can fill that big 
hole that is in your heart right 
now. We all need Him. We all 
need a Savior. There's so much 

stuff to distract us and empti-
ness to make us feel alone. Yet, 
Jesus, Who created us, also 
gives us purpose. Jesus loves us 
all – no matter what we do or 
say or have done before – so 
much.” 

In an era of divisiveness 
and lost hope, Laurie brought 
a message of unity in Christ 
and salvation to a crowd 
that preliminary counts put 
at 35,000 people. Laurie re-
peatedly pointed those in at-
tendance back to the cross –  

back to Jesus. 
By the end of the evening, 

Harvest America reported that 
2,339 people made salvation 
decisions at the event and 875 
professions of faith were re-
corded online.

The crusade included 
musical guests Switchfoot, 
Crowder, Trip Lee, Phil Wick-
ham and Chris Tomlin, who 
kicked off the event and sup-
ported the crusade's straight-
forward, evangelistic message: 
The world needs Jesus.
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Pence affirms, encourages Baptists in Dallas

Pence

Margaret Colson
Arkansas Baptist News

DALLAS – Vice President 
Mike Pence affirmed South-
ern Baptists for their gospel 
witness throughout the history 
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC) and encouraged 
Southern Baptists to continue 
in their gospel commitment, 
during a speech at the 2018 an-
nual meeting of the SBC June 
13.

“What began more than 
170 years ago at First Baptist 
Church in Augusta, Ga., has 
now become one of the great-
est forces for good anywhere 
in America. … The Southern 
Baptist Convention has al-
ways strived to reach the world 
for Christ, and so you have 
throughout the decades. I be-
lieve with all my heart: Your 
faith has moved mountains, 
and your witness changes lives 
every day,” he said in his open-
ing remarks.

Pence described being 
raised in a Christian home, 
attending church on Sunday 
mornings and saying “grace 
before dinner,” recounting 
when he heard the gospel mes-
sage afresh “40 years ago this 
spring. … I walked the sawdust 
trail that night in 1978 and 

gave my life to Jesus. Thank 
you for carrying that timeless 
message every day so faith-
fully.”

Southern Baptists, he 
said, “have always 
worked to bring 
about renewal of 
America and new 
beginnings.”

Pence said that 
he believes America 
is in “a time of re-
newal and a new 
beginning of great-
ness.” He recounted 
numerous accomplishments of 
President Donald J. Trump’s 
first 500 days in office. “It’s 
been 500 days of action, 500 
days of accomplishment, 500 
days of promises made and 
promises kept,” Pence said.

Among the accomplish-
ments Pence highlighted were 
a stronger military, law en-
forcement support, Trump’s 
recent summit with North Ko-
rean leaders, America’s fight 
against terrorists, the opening 
of the U.S. Embassy in Jeru-
salem, a recovering economy, 
protection of religious lib-
erty and commitment to the 
sanctity of human life. Pence 
said these accomplishments 
are due, in part, to the “sup-
port of men and women like  

so many of you.”
Pence commended South-

ern Baptists for their faith that 
translates into action. “We 
know that what you do in the 

ministries of your 
churches makes an 
extraordinary dif-
ference in the life 
of our nation. We 
know that what you 
confess with your 
lips is the convic-
tion of your hearts. 
We know that be-
cause we see it,” he 

said. “You’re the cornerstone, 
not just of your communities 
but, in so many ways, of our 
country.”

“Thank you,” he said, “to 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention for the essential and 
irreplaceable role you play in 
America.”

The vice president encour-
aged attendees to “continue in 
your calling with renewed en-
ergy. Stand and go and speak. 
… I believe that your voice, 
your compassion, your values 
and your ministries are more 
needed now than ever before.”

Saying that he and the pres-
ident will “fight for what we 
know is right,” Pence acknowl-
edged that “the most impor-
tant work in America doesn’t 

happen in the White House 
or anywhere in Washington 
D.C. for that matter. The most 
meaningful, the most transfor-
mative work happens through 
you, through your ministries 
in the hearts and lives of the 
American people.”

Pence continued, “No po-
dium that the president and I 
will ever stand behind will be 
of greater consequence than 
the pulpits that you stand be-
hind every Sunday. No policy 
we enact will ever be more 
meaningful than the minis-
tries you lead. No action will 
ever be more powerful than 
your prayers.”

Commending the leader-
ship of pastor Frank Pomeroy 
in the aftermath of the hor-
rific church shooting at First 
Baptist Church, Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, Pence said, 
“Their’s was a small church, 
but their faith was not small.”

In conclusion, Pence en-
couraged Southern Baptists to 
“continue to do what each one 
of you do every day. Preach the 
Word, in season and out of 
season. Always be prepared to 
give a reason for the hope that 
you have. Keep changing lives. 
Keep ministering to the spiri-
tual and practical needs of the 
American people, especially 
the most vulnerable.”

Quoting the late evange-
list Billy Graham, who said, 
“To get nations back on their 
feet, we must first get on our 
knees,” Pence said, “In these 
challenging times with threats 
abroad and too much division 
at home, let’s pray for Ameri-
ca.” He said he was not asking 
for prayer for an agenda or a 
cause, quoting President Abra-
ham Lincoln, who once said, 
“My concern is not whether 
God is on our side. My great-
est concern is to be on God’s 
side.”

Pence added, “I have always 
believed those ancient words 
recorded millennia ago that 
Americans have clung to in 
much more challenging times 
than we face today, and they 
are still every bit as true today: 
If His people called by His 
name will humble themselves 
and pray, He will do what He 
has always done through the 
long and storied history of this 
country. He will hear from 
heaven; He will hear us pray as 
one nation, under God, indi-
visible with liberty and justice 
for all.”

Messengers vote
Prior to Pence speaking to 

the annual gathering, mes-
sengers considered an amend-
ment to the order of business 
to replace Pence’s time at the 
meeting with a time of prayer.

Garrett Kell, pastor of Del 
Ray Baptist Church, Alexan-
dria, Va., said that omitting 
Pence could further unity, es-
pecially among Southern Bap-
tists of different ethnicities, 
clarify the gospel’s centrality 
to the SBC and avoid putting 
overseas workers at risk. He 
said, “We must do all that we 
can to preserve the purity of 
the gospel, and this invitation 
works against it. … Right now, 
there is a world filled with peo-
ple who are going to hell, and 
what we need to be about is 
the gospel, and anything that 
can distort that, I think, is a 
step backward and not a step 
forward.”

In response, Grant Eth-
ridge, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Order of Business, 
explained that the White 
House approached SBC of-
ficials about Pence speaking 
during the annual meeting. 
Ethridge, pastor of Liberty 
Baptist Church, Hampton 
Roads, Va., emphasized, “The 
Southern Baptist Convention 
aligns itself with no political 
party. Our loyalty is to King 
Jesus, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords.”

After quoting several Scrip-
ture passages, Ethridge added, 
“As a committee we feel to not 
show hospitality to those in 
authority would be a bad tes-
timony. … We respect the po-
sition, regardless of whether 
or not you supported or voted 
for the person,” adding that if 
former U.S. President Barack 
Obama had requested to speak 
at Southern Baptists’ annual 
meeting when he was serving, 
that request would have been 
granted. He urged messengers 
to present a “biblical Christ-
like welcome to the vice presi-
dent of the United States.”

The vote to amend the 
order of business failed.

Other motions presented 
later on June 12 addressed 
concerns related to allow-
ing elected officials to speak 
at future annual meetings of 
the SBC. The motions were 
referred to the SBC Executive 
Committee for consideration.

Contact Margaret Colson at 
margaret@arkansasbaptist.org.
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The North American Mission Board hosted two panel discussions revolving around racial reconciliation June 12 in Dallas. The 
second panel can be seen above. From left to right, J.D. Greear, Jackie Taylor, James Roberson, George Yancey, Daniel Yang and 
Dhati Lewis. NAMB photos

‘Undivided’ panels discuss race and the SBC
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

DALLAS – Following the re-
lease of a video series by the 
same name, the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB) 
hosted an “Undivided” break-
out session consisting of two 
panel discussions addressing 
racial reconciliation within the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) June 12 in Dallas.

“The world is becoming 
more urban, more global. The 
reality is that, if we are going 
to properly contextualize the 
gospel, we need to address 
the issue of race,” said Dhati 
Lewis, pastor of Blueprint 
Church in Atlanta, and execu-
tive director of community res-
toration at NAMB.

Lewis, who is featured 
along with newly elected SBC 
President J.D. Greear, pas-
tor of The Summit Church 
in Raleigh-Durham, N.C., in 
NAMB’s “Undivided” video 
series, moderated the panel 
discussions.

The first panel focused on 
the past, “How did we get 
here?” The second discussed 
the question, “Where 
do we go from here?”

Panelists included: 
Greear, José Abella, 
lead pastor of Provi-
dence Road Church 
in Miami; Ed Lit-
ton, pastor of Re-
demption Church in 
Mobile, Ala.; Kathy 
Litton, director of 
planter spouse care 
for NAMB; Vance Pit-
man, senior pastor of 
Hope Church in Las 
Vegas; Kevin Smith, 
executive director of 
the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware; 
James Roberson, lead pastor 
of Bridge Church NYC in 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Jackie Taylor, 
member of NAMB’s commu-
nity restoration team; George 
Yancey, professor of sociol-
ogy at the University of North 
Texas in Denton, Texas; Dan-
iel Yang, director of the Send 
Institute in Wheaton, Ill., and 
D.A. Horton, pastor of Reach 
Fellowship in North Long 
Beach, Calif.

Before beginning the panel 
discussions, Lewis asked Kevin 
Ezell, president of NAMB, to 
address three questions to 
frame the conversations: “Why 
now? Why NAMB? What’s 

your hope for this (discus-
sion)?”

“I have been a pastor in the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
for well over 20 years. I have 
been at the North American 
Mission Board for seven years. 
We have talked about this sub-
ject for a long time and, quite 
honestly, I’m just really tired of 
talking about it,” said Ezell. “It 
is just time that we actually see 
progress.”

Ezell said that racial recon-
ciliation is a “missional issue” 
for NAMB and that the orga-
nization aims to use its influ-
ence and resources to lead “the 
SBC and outside the SBC” in 
making a difference. 

NAMB “has got to help 
them (Southern Baptists and 
others) see that there are needs 
in the shadow of their own 
steeple they are not meeting,” 
Ezell said.

Much of the conversation 
in the two panels revolved 
around discussion of prin-
ciples found in Yancey’s 2006 
book, “Beyond Racial Grid-
lock: Embracing Mutual Re-
sponsibility.”

In “Beyond Racial Grid-

lock,” Yancey looks at four 
common secular models used 
by Christians to address racial 
issues (colorblindness, Anglo-
conformity, multiculturalism 
and white responsibility) and 
how they all ultimately fail. 
Yancey argues that each of 
the four secular models fails 
because each claims “a single 
explanation for why racism is 
a problem in our society.”

In contrast to the four secu-
lar models, Yancey argues for 
what he calls the mutual re-
sponsibility model, which high-
lights Christianity’s “unique 
answer to racism.” He argues 
that the mutual responsibility 
model succeeds by taking into 

account sinful human nature 
and placing responsibility for 
racial reconciliation on both 
majority and minority groups. 
Without a biblical perspective 
on sin and forgiveness, racial 
tensions cannot be overcome, 
according to Yancey.

Lewis asked the panelists if 

they have used any of the four 
secular models in their own 
ministry.

Smith said that he has not 
approached pastoral ministry 
from any of the four secular 
models because he always at-
tempts to have an exegetical 
basis for his views.

“I don’t use the term ‘racial 
reconciliation.’ I really spring 
everything from Ephesians 
4:3,” said Smith. “Models … 
about racial reconciliation are 
stemming from trying to ad-
dress the consequences of ob-
vious sin and its results rather 
than stemming from the plan 
of God.

“Christian unity is my main 

language rather than racial 
reconciliation. Christian unity 
that is undivided must address 
those divisions. Historically 
those divisions are race and 
class,” he said.

Ed Litton said that his 
church, which is predominant-
ly white, fits into the Anglo-
conformity and colorblindness 
models.

“Individuals in my church 
don’t want to think of them-
selves as bigoted, but they can 
act, as a group, in a very big-
oted way,” said Litton.

Pitman said he has stum-
bled through all four of the 
secular models, but his church 
has landed on a form of Yanc-
ey’s model.

“This mutual responsibil-
ity … is where our church has 
landed, by the grace of God, 
realizing that the issue 
we face is one of the 
natural tendency of 
the flesh,” said Pit-
man. “It’s a flesh issue 
that transcends race 
that all of us have 
been impacted by 
because of sin. And 
it’s only as each of us 
owns that maturity 
in Christ personally that we 
begin to transcend that.”

Yancey said one reason he 
wrote “Beyond Racial Grid-
lock” was because the concept 
of human depravity was miss-
ing among secular hypotheses 
regarding the source of racism 
in society. He said that many 
within the Church also miss 
the role that human sinful na-
ture plays in racism.

“One thing that I want to 
challenge us with as we move 
forward in your ministries, as 
you encounter individuals, is 
to really engage and listen to 
others,” said Yancey. 

“If we really know where 
other people are coming from, 
we can express their ideas in 
a way where they would say, 
‘Yeah, I agree, that’s what my 
idea is,’ not that we agree with 
their ideas, but we can express 
that,” he said. “If we can’t ex-
press it that way, then what 
right do we have to criticize 
their ideas if we don’t under-
stand their ideas?”

In closing, Yang said he is 
optimistic about the future. 
“Revelation has been written 
already,” he said.

“I’m optimistic because we 
still believe the Bible. Our 

missiological map is 
the Bible. If we read 
it humbly and if we 
allow the Holy Ghost 
to come back into our 
reading, then I think 
it’s going to take us 
back to Acts, where 
the first missions 
movement happened 
– not from Jerusalem 

necessarily but from Antioch,” 
Yang said.

“The world missions move-
ment was launched first by a 
diverse room,” he said. “We 
can’t go on mission until we 
see reconciliation happen here 
first. I think if we keep reading 
our Bibles, then we will get to 
that point.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

The first panel included (from left), José Abella, Kevin Smith, Kathy Litton, Ed Litton, Vance 
Pitman, D.A. Horton and Dhati Lewis.

Ezell
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Blind tape ministry - 1/3 page adYou don’t have to see the  
ABN to hear its stories!

For more information on the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry  
email abn@arkansasbaptist.org or call 501-376-4791, ext. 5153.

Do you know a friend or family member who is legally blind?  
If so, they can receive an audio CD featuring stories read by  

ABN Podcast host Bill Bumpas shipped to their door  
free of charge through the ABN’s Blind Tape Ministry!

Colson elected exec. secretary of editors’ group

Margaret Colson (center), writer/copy editor of the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN), 
is congratulated following her election as executive secretary of the Association of 
State Baptist Publications (ASBP) by Bob Terry (right), president of The Alabama 
Baptist, and Tim Yarbrough, ASBP president and ABN editor/executive director, at the 
group’s annual dinner prior to the start of the Southern Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting in Dallas. Terry served as executive secretary of ASBP for 25 years before 
retiring from the position in March 2018. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

DALLAS – Margaret Colson, 
writer/copy editor for the Ar-
kansas Baptist News (ABN), was 
elected executive secretary of 
the Association of State Bap-
tist Publications (ASBP) June 
11 at the group’s annual din-
ner prior to the start of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting in Dallas.

Colson succeeds Bob Terry, 
longtime editor of The Ala-
bama Baptist, who is retiring 
in 2018. Terry served as execu-
tive secretary of ASBP for 25 
years before retiring from the 
position in March 2018. Col-
son has served as interim ex-
ecutive secretary since Terry’s 
retirement.

An accomplished commu-
nications professional, Col-
son has garnished numerous 
awards of excellence in writing 
and public relations through 
Baptist Communicators As-
sociation (BCA). Colson is 
executive director of BCA and 
a freelance writer for various 
publications, including the  
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Tim Yarbrough, editor/ex-
ecutive director of the ABN 
and current ASBP president, 
said Colson is an “excellent 
choice” to serve the historic 
organization. The ASBP ex-
ecutive secretary is tasked with 
promoting the organization, 
maintaining membership re-

cords, managing finances and 
assisting the ASBP president 
in planning events.

Colson said she was “hon-
ored and humbled” in being 
named ASBP executive secre-
tary. She is a graduate of the 
University of Georgia and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Colson is currently 
pursuing a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from the seminary.

The ASBP, founded in 
1895, has a long and distin-
guished history of helping ad-
vance the cause of Jesus Christ 
through communications 
while upholding the highest 
standards of religious journal-
ism.

Crossword key, 
see crossword page 14

continued from page 3

CROSSOVER

constantly for Crossover and 
our efforts as their ambassa-
dors. They followed #Cross-
over18 as well as their feed, 
#bbca18,” he explained.

The Southwestern team 
leader assigned to Birchman 
for the week was Jonesboro 
resident Dalton Hodges, 
from Walnut Street Baptist 
Church. Hodges handled lo-
gistics for teams operating 
out of the church, keeping  
volunteers like McCarty fed, 
rested, hydrated and supplied 
with plenty of sunscreen, a lit-
tle bug repellent, and Harvest 
America as well as Birchman 
Baptist Church door hangers.

Hodges considered himself 
a “gofer” for the week, working 
in the shadows but in a critical 
support role, “going for this, 
going for that. Water was im-
portant … I couldn’t let my 
people get dehydrated in the 
heat,” he said.

Hodges is employed full-
time at Southwestern, coordi-
nating international mission 
trips through the World Mis-
sions Center. It’s a job that 
dovetails perfectly with his 
Master of Divinity major and 
its emphasis in international 
church planting.

Like McCarty, this was his 
first Crossover experience and, 
though he wishes he had gone 
out door-to-door, he acknowl-
edged his assignment helped 
him use his organizational 
skills.

His experience in Evange-
lism Explosion at his home 
church helped lay the ground-
work for his love of sharing 
his faith. He accepted Christ 
at 18 and was involved in the 
outreach from high school 
through college.

“I grew up in a Christian 
home and know all about 
Christ, but the pieces just 
never fit together. It wasn’t 
until I accepted Him that it 
all made sense … that being a 
Christian was more than just 
going to church on Sunday 
like I had been doing for years. 
Being a Christian is a total life-
style experience; it affects all 
you do and all you are,” he ex-
plained.

“Christ changed my life, 
and I realized it is my re-
sponsibility to tell others  

about Him.”
Joe Westbury is managing edi-

tor of The Christian Index, the of-
ficial news journal of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention.

discipling and building up the 
next generation of leaders, and 
it will continue to do so.

“Super Summer leads peo-
ple to Christ. That’s the big-
gest thing the camp tries to do, 
and it’s a great experience for 
everyone,” said Rainey. “The 
camp is taking students out of 
their own personal bubble. It 
gives them a time to be vulner-
able, and it’s a good escape for 
them.”

The second week of Super 
Summer will be June 23-30. 
More than 2,000 students are 
expected to be on Ouachita’s 
campus for the week.

Contact Sarah Davis at 
sarah@arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 2
SUPER
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C l a s s i f i e d s

First Baptist Church, Centerville, is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Send resume to 
801 East 16th Street, Russellville, AR 72801, or 
email: arvba@suddenlink.net.

First Baptist Church, St. Joseph, Missouri, 
is seeking candidates for a full-time senior 
pastor. The preferred candidate will be an ex-
perienced pastor with a seminary degree in-line 
with Southern Baptist theology and inerrancy of 
scripture. He will lead, disciple, participate, and 
encourage the church body while promoting 
harmony, outreach and missions. Send resumes 
to the Pastor Search Committee, 1225 Francis 
St., St. Joseph, MO 64501 or PSC@stjoefbc.com.

Memorial Heights Baptist, Claremore, OK, 
is prayerfully seeking the man called by God to 
serve as our full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to memorialheights@sbcglobal.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, NLR, is prayerfully 
seeking a bi-vocational pastor. Please send 
resume to 5025 Lynch Drive, NLR, AR 72117 
Attn: Pastor Search Committee.

Big Fork Baptist Church of Rural Mena, AR, 
is seeking a bi-vocational or retired pas-
tor starting immediately. Please send letter 
of intention, or resume to: Attn: Pastor Search 

torsearch@gmail.com.
First Baptist Church of Bay is seeking a 

full-time worship leader/minister to 
students. Our church is a growing church in 
a growing community (located just outside of 
Jonesboro, average attendance 200+). Sub-
mit resume to fbcbay@suddenlink.net or by 
mail to FBC, PO Box 190, Bay, AR 72411. Visit  
www.bayfbc.org. for more info.

Concord Baptist Church, a vibrant and grow-
ing church in Anderson, SC, is seeking an asso-
ciate pastor for worship and music. This 
person must have the calling, gifting, training 
and heart to lead a large and diverse ministry of 
worship. We are excited about our future! For a 
job description and/or to submit a resume/pro-
file please contact jjames@concordbaptist.com. 
Please also visit concordbaptist.com for more 
information about our congregation.

Kern Heights Baptist Church in DeQueen, 
AR, is seeking full-time youth minister.   
Experience leading worship a plus. Send re-
sumes to khbc@windstream.net.

FBC Prescott is seeking an energetic part-
time music/choir director. Please send 
resume to: FBC Prescott Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 447, Prescott, AR 71857.

First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas, full-

time position for children’s minister, to 
minister to children and young families. Send 
resumes to David Higgs, 207 W. Main St., Hen-
derson, Texas, 75652, or email dhiggs@thefbc.org.

Emory Baptist Church (70 miles east of 
Dallas) is seeking a f/t pastor of worship 
and senior adults. This position will give 
leadership to a church-wide, comprehensive 
music ministry including but not limited to 
planning and leading two blended worship 
services each week and leading occasionally 
with an instrument and directing adult choir re-
hearsal. Additional responsibilities will include 
a comprehensive ministry to senior adults. Ap-
plicants can submit resumes to Pat McDanal 
at patmcdanal@aol.com or 1175 RSCR 3503,  
Emory, TX 75440.

Bi-vocational worship pastor for 
blended service. FBC Pea Ridge. 479-451-
8192. To submit resume or request more info -  
al@prfbc.org.

Perryville FBC is seeking a bi-voca-
tional music director. Send resumes to  
pvfb.church@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR, is  
seeking to hire an associate pastor of  
worship. This full-time position is responsible 
for developing and leading a church-wide wor-

ship ministry, which promotes the development 
of fully devoted followers of Jesus. Interested 
candidates can submit a resume with cover let-
ter by mail (200 W. Main, El Dorado, AR) or email  
jonathan.kelley@fbceldorado.org.

Cemetery plots, Rest Hills, Sherwood, AR. 
Two lawn mausoleum crypts includes 2 vaults 
and brass headstone, near 2005 price, $5500.00; 
call 501-834-3213.

1998 24-passenger church bus, diesel 
power stroke engine, 175k miles, asking $9k. 
Call Mike 501-690-1709.

The Pregnancy Resource Center for South-
west Arkansas (PRCSA) in Arkadelphia, AR, is 
seeking a full-time executive director (ED). 
The ED is responsible for: implementing the mis-
sion and vision of the PRCSA; management of 
programs, ministries, staff and volunteers; over-
seeing client services; effective fundraising; and 
maintaining community/church relations. Email 
resume and a statement describing your spiritual 
journey and qualifications to Search Committee 
at: EDsearch911@gmail.com. Salary is com-
mensurate with qualifications/experience.

Committee, 105 Polk Rd. 67, Mena, AR 71953.
First Baptist Church of Hayti, Missouri, is 

prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor who is 
Bible grounded and people oriented for blended 
worship services. Degree from a Southern Bap-
tist seminary is preferred. Email resumes to: 
FBCHayti@gmail.com.

Indian Springs Baptist Church is seeking a 
lead children’s pastor for our family fo-
cused ministry to children and their families. 
This position is responsible for overseeing chil-
dren’s discipleship, children’s programming, and 
family discipleship in accordance with the total 
church program. Interested applicants should 
send resumes to Matt Duran, Pastor of Leader-
ship and Teaching: mduran@isbcbryant.org.

Ruddell Hill Baptist in Batesville, search-
ing for part-time youth minister. Send  
resume to 805 Bethesda Rd., Batesville, AR 
72501, or e-mail, ruddellhillpastor@gmail.com.

Lakeshore Heights Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, seeking PT music/worship leader. 
501-262-3910/details.

FBC Sheridan seeking interim student 
pastor. Send resumes to fbcsheridanpas-

PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS
MISCELLANEOUS

Thrisa “Blanche” Crouch, 
86, of Searcy, 
died June 6. 

Crouch was 
a graduate of 
the Method-
ist Hospital 
School of Nurs-
ing in Memphis, 

Tenn. She was a retired regis-
tered nurse.

She was a member of First 
Baptist Church, Searcy, for 
46 years, where her husband, 
David Crouch, served as pas-
tor from 1973-95. 

She was preceded in 
death by three brothers and  
seven sisters. Crouch is sur-
vived by her husband of 
64 years, four daughters,  
10 grandchildren and one  
sister.

Obituaries

Fay Richard Collins, 79 of 
Dumas, died on 
May 28 in Little 
Rock.

Collins, a 
carpenter, was 
a member of 
Daniel Chapel 
Baptist Church 
in Dumas where 

he had previously served as as-
sociate pastor.  He served as 
pastor of Old Union Baptist 
Church and Rankin Cha-
pel Baptist Church, both in 
Dumas.

He served in the United 
States Army. 

Collins is survived by his 
wife, Dottie King Collins, a 
son, a grandson, three broth-
ers and two sisters.

On the move

Baptist life

James A. Smalley, 90, of 
Little Rock, 
died May 29.

He was a vet-
eran of WWII 
and the Korean 
Conflict. 

For 35 years, 
Smalley served 

the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention as a BSU (Bap-
tist Student Union, now 
Baptist Collegiate Ministries) 
director at Southern Arkan-
sas University (SAU) in Mag-
nolia, University of Central 

Arkansas (UCA) in Con-
way, University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock (UALR), and  
University of Arkansas Medi-
cal Sciences (UAMS) in Little 
Rock. 

After retiring, Smalley was 
an on-call chaplain at the VA 
hospital in Little Rock.

He was a long-time mem-
ber of Pulaski Heights Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, where 
he taught Sunday school and 
served as a deacon.

Smalley was preceded in 
death by a brother. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 65 years, 
Ella V. Smalley, two daughters 
and three granddaughters.

Rachel Elizabeth (Wait) 
Ekenseair, of Little Rock, 
received a Master of Divin-
ity degree May 19 during New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s (NOBTS) com-
mencement in New Orleans.

Ekenseair is a member of 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock.

Scott Jackson will begin 
serving as pas-
tor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, on 
July 15. 

Jackson was 
Calvary Bap-
tist’s youth min-

ister from 1990-94.
Currently, Jackson is profes-

sor of Christian ministries at 
Ouachita Baptist University 
in Arkadelphia, where he has 
served since 2002. He also 
served as lead pastor of Fellow-
ship Church of Arkadelphia 
since 2003.

Scott Speer is the new 
pastor of East Side Baptist 
Church, Mountain Home. He 
began his duties June 10.

An Arkansas native, Speer 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in Fayetteville 
and Dallas Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

He began his ministry in 
1997 and has served as a youth 
pastor and young adult pastor. 
For the past eight years, Speer 
served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Richmond Hills, Ga.

Speer and his wife, Robin, 
have five children ranging in 
age from 4 to 21.

Mack Davis is serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Cotton Plant. Davis served as 
interim pastor of First Baptist 
since 2016.

Josh Altenbaumer, a senior 
at Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU), is serving as the sum-
mer intern at Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation (ABF). 

Altenbaumer is a double 
major in finance and Spanish. 
After graduation, he plans to 
pursue a career as a financial 
advisor. 

“I wanted to work with the 
Foundation in order to learn 
and gain experience from a 
team that seeks to serve God 
daily through their work,” said 
Altenbaumer.

His responsibilities will in-
clude assisting the ABF staff 
in the areas of finance, legal 
and accounting while also 
providing services to Arkansas 
Baptist churches, agencies and 
institutions. 

“Josh will gain some prac-
tical and foundational knowl-
edge in finance, legal and ac-
counting that he can imple-

ment in his future employ-
ment,” said Dillon McClain, 
vice president and attorney for 
ABF. “More importantly, we 
hope he gains a better under-
standing of how he can use his 
talents and education to fur-
ther the gospel, even if he is in 
secular employment.”

arkansasbaptist.org/ads
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Scenes from the SBC Annual Meeting in Dallas

Mike Pence, vice president of the United States, addresses messengers during the morning session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) Annual Meeting June 13 in Dallas.

Chuck Kelley, president of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (NOBTS) 
in New Orleans, gives the seminary’s report during the SBC Annual Meeting 
June 13. Founded in 1918, NOBTS is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2018.  

Messengers from across the country vote against a motion by Thomas Hatley 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, Rogers, to terminate the executive committee of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary’s Board of Trustees June 13 following 
a time of discussion on the floor of the convention. 

Ann Hibbard, Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) columnist and member of East End 
Baptist Church in Hensley, with her son, Steven, outside the exhibit hall of the 
Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in Dallas during the SBC Annual Meeting.  
Ann Hibbard is the wife of Doug Hibbard, pastor of East End Baptist Church and a 
member of the ABN’s Board of Directors. 

Nick Floyd (right), lead teaching pastor and staff leader at Cross Church in northwest Arkansas and a member of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s (SBC) Evangelism Task Force, speaks during the SBC Annual Meeting June 12.

Dave Ramsey, bestselling author and founder of Ramsey Solutions, speaks to pastors, pastors’ wives and other ministers about 
financial stewardship during the SBC Pastors’ Conference June 12 in Dallas. 

Photos by Caleb Yarbrough

For more photos of the SBC Annual Meeting in 
Dallas, visit arkansasbaptist.org/photo-gallery
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Across
1. Teen’s task?
4. “Into your ___ are they deliv-
ered” (Genesis 9:2)
8. King of the Amalekites  
(1 Samuel 15)
12. Govt. agency
13. Hatred (Ital.)
14 At any ___
15. The sound of this sent a fiery 
mountain into the sea  
(Revelation 8, 2 words)
18. Three ___ years (Isaac’s age at 
fatherhood; Genesis 25)
19. Year (Sp.)
20. Funeral ___
23. Desire
27. Thought
30. Cooking pot
32. Encore! (Fr.)
33. “For John came to you in the 
way of ___” (Matthew 21:32)
36. Used to form feminine  

name (suffix)
37. Bramble (Heb., var. pl.)
38. Auditoriums
39. Melchizedek, king of ___  
(Genesis 14)
41. Dines
43. Vehicle
45. Springs where John baptized 
(John 3)
49. “a good ___ have all they that 
do his commandments”  
(Psalm 111:10)
54. River of France and Germany
55. Great Lake
56 Meadow
57. Entertainment award
58. “there were ___ between Re-
hoboam and Jeroboam”  
(2 Chronicles 12:15)
59. Of the family of the Erites 
(Numbers 26)

 

Down
1. ___kit
2. Oil org.
3. Texas Town
4. Nectar
5. “I will ___ unto thy days fifteen 
years” (2 Kings 20:6)
6. Young louse
7. Feminine name
8. “Put on the full ___ of God” 
(Ephesians 6:11, NIV)
9. Mountain Ravine
10. Dined
11. ___ real! (colloq.)
16. Wife of Chilion
17. Character in The Last of the 
Mohicans
21. “as swift as the ___ upon the 
mountains” (1 Chronicles 12:8)
22. Oak (Heb., pl.)
23. Resting
25. Clamp
26. U.S. agency which incorporates 

the Weather Bureau
27. Eye part
28. Actress Merrill
29. Evenly proportioned (Fr.)
31. Hawaiian feast
34. Wife of Judah’s son Er  
(Genesis 38)
35. Snooped
40. “___ knee shall bow”  
(Isaiah 45:35)
42. Flat. Rectangular pieces
44. All dirs.
46. White ___
47. Extraordinary person
48. East African folklore character
49. Employ
50. One-time war zone (colloq.)
51. Hoover ___
52. ___-la
53. “the fowls of the ___”  
(Job 12:7)

Gospel Games “An athlete is not crowned unless 
he competes according to the rules.”

 2 Timothy 2:5 (CSB)

Crossword puzzle

Your ad could be here!
For more information on how to sponsor the Arkansas Baptist News’ 

new activities page, email caleb@arkansasbaptist.org today!

Crossword answer key on page 11
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Have you ever had a police officer 
pull you over, approach your window 
and say, “Do you know why I pulled 
you over?” Chances are, if you have ex-
perienced this, you did not come out 
and say, “I did something wrong officer, 
and I deserve whatever you give me.” 
You probably said something like, “I 
have no idea,” and, by that statement, 
you all but admitted guilt. 

In 2 Samuel 12:1-14, Nathan con-
fronted David 
about the adultery 
and murder he 
committed in 2 
Samuel 11. Nathan, 
utilizing Jesus’ fa-
vorite teaching 
style, used a parable 
to help David understand his impend-
ing judgment. The interesting aspect of 
David’s impending judgment was that 
he did not see it coming. If you look 
back at the end of 2 Samuel 11, David 
was confident the issue was resolved 
with his nuptials to Bathsheba. 

In the parable, David was able to rec-
ognize the rich man’s sin, but in life, 

David was not able to recognize his 
own. Nathan helped David understand 
that he was responsible for his own 
sins and God was judging him. Sin, 
as Nathan explained, created a chasm 
between David and God that needed 
to be broached through repentance. 
David repented, and Nathan declared, 
“The LORD has taken away your sin” 
(1 Sam. 12:13). You can see the heart of 
David’s repentance in Psalm 51 when 

he recognized his 
sins, admitted his 
sins to God and 
asked God to wash 
him clean. David 
understood that 
God was the only 
one Who could 

make him clean. 
As believers, God forgives us for our 

sins by His grace and mercy. We have 
to come to the point of understand-
ing that God loves us, forgives us and 
makes us clean. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness” (1 John 1:19).

place will be perfect and the people 
(Christians) who inhabit it will be per-
fect. There will be no more cancer, no 
more hunger, no more pain, but all 
things will be made perfect. We will 
be in the presence of God as intended 
before the fall. 

Our eternity is based on overcom-
ing death, not on our own accord, but 
by the death and resurrection of the 
Lamb. Our sins are forgiven, and our 
place in heaven is secured because of 

the substitutionary 
atonement of Jesus. 
Eternity is based on 
a relationship with 
the Lamb. Heaven, 
as an evangelist 

once said, is a “prepared place, for 
prepared people.” That means that all 
who have trusted Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior will enjoy eternity with 
God.  

Unlike the sinners listed in Revela-
tion 21:8, believers do not experience 
a second death. Death has no sting. 
Death becomes the narrow gate that 
leads to eternity and perfection.

There is nothing more beautiful, and 
oftentimes more complicated, than fam-
ily. It is our support system, our cheer-
ing section and sometimes the cause of 
pain. The family is the perfect idea of 
God, no matter how imperfect it might 
be at times. The effects of sin on the 
family unit can cause it to be shattered, 
devastated and separated. 

In 2 Samuel 13:15-20, 31-39, we read 
how the created family of God can be 
destroyed by sin. Amnon, the son of 
David, could  
not convince 
Tamar that he 
was the man 
for her. After 
many failed 
attempts, he 
raped her, 
which led to 
a myriad of is-
sues. Tamar became his wife, but Am-
non’s fire quickly fizzled, and his pas-
sion turned to hate. Lust, as we learn, 
is not a substitute for love and the or-
dained institution of marriage. Sin led 
to grief for Amnon and grief for Tamar 
– the victim. 

Absalom, Tamar’s brother, was strick-

en with grief, and in his anger killed 
Amnon. He wanted revenge, and he 
got it. Unfortunately, revenge was not 
Absalom’s to have, and his anger led to 
greater sin. Because of his sin, Absalom 
fled to Talmai for safety and became 
separated from his sister. Sin separated 
them spiritually and physically. 

Forgiveness is difficult, particularly 
for victims of this magnitude, but re-
venge is not the answer. It only leads to 
more divisions, sin and hurt. You may 

have heard 
the old adage, 
“Revenge is 
best served 
cold.” Howev-
er, Scripture 
instructs be-
lievers to stray 
from revenge 
and trust God 

with judgment (see Rom. 12:19). 
David learned this lesson in 2 Sam-

uel 13:11-12 when, because of his sin, 
he found himself on the wrong side of 
God. However, the grace of God was 
sufficient, despite his grievous sins, to 
forgive him. God is faithful to forgive 
sins!

Have you ever taken a shortcut, only 
to discover it was not short at all? Have 
you ever been sure about something, 
only to discover what you were sure 
about was not sure at all? Shortcuts 
rarely work out, and sure things are 
rarely sure. 

One principle the Bible teaches us 
is a sure thing and has no shortcuts is 
obedience – obedience to the call and 
command of God on our lives and obe-
dience to bless His name. 

The faithfulness of the Lord to His 
people de-
mands obe-
dience, and 
obedience de-
mands faith 
– not in hop-
ing everything 
will turn out 
right but know-
ing everything will turn out exactly 
how God wants it to, because He is  
faithful. 

At the end of the book of Malachi, 
we learn that the Lord’s people were 
not obedient to Him, but in His grace 
He desired they return to Him. It’s not 
that they missed church a few Sundays 

during football season. They were not 
being faithful with their money, which 
was a gift the Lord had given them. The 
people of God had ceased to give to 
God what was rightfully His and, thus, 
they were being disobedient. Their 
actions reflected their disobedient  
hearts.

However, God wanted to bless His 
children who were made in His image, 
so He called them back to Himself 
through obedience in their giving. 
Their negative actions reflected their 

hearts, and 
their hearts 
pursued dis-
o b e d i e n c e . 
Their hearts, 
as Jesus said in 
the New Tes-
tament, were 
with their trea-

sure and not with the Lord. 
Our gifts to the Lord are not for His 

sake, but for our need to be obedient 
and the need for His name to be glori-
fied in all of the earth. 

Let us ask God to take our money, 
our act of obedience, and receive glory 
for the sake of the kingdom.

None of us is promised tomorrow or 
even the next hour or the next minute. 
Your job could easily be eliminated 
tomorrow; and your retirement, lost. 
There is nothing promised, and that 
can lead to great worry and anxiety for 
some people. However, the hope and 
encouragement offered in Scripture 
can replace worry with hope.

The end of the Bible does not leave 
the reader hanging, waiting for part 
two or hoping for a different outcome. 
The end of Scrip-
ture is the promise 
of the great cul-
mination of time 
when all believers 
will meet Jesus face-
to-face, when we will go to the prepared 
place that Jesus promised the disciples 
in John 14. 

In Revelation 21:1-3, John recorded 
the beautiful scene of the new heav-
ens and the new earth descending on 
the old, as a bride prepared for her 
groom. When, in God’s perfect time, 
He decides it is finished, we will live 
in the perfect presence of God. This 

What happens next?
Revelation 21:1-8
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Tithing: an obedient 
response to a gracious God
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