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Kisors say God is using 
motorcycle accident for His glory

God works
after wreck

page 2

‘Religious freedom bill’ 
draws protests in Ark.
LITTLE ROCK – A bill in-
tended to protect religious 
freedom has met the wrath of 
homosexual and transgender 
people in Arkansas, with those 
who opposed its passage say-
ing the bill allows businesses 
to openly discriminate by re-
fusing services.

After Arkansas House Bill 
1228, referred to as the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration 
Act (RFRA), received final ap-
proval by legislators, it drew 
a torrent of protestors to the 
Capitol and criticism from one 
of the state’s 
largest eco-
nomic forces, 
Walmart. 

Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson, 
who earlier 
had said that 
he would sign 
the bill into 
law, held a 
press confer-
ence April 1 
asking that leg-
islators amend 
the bill to re-
flect terms of 
the federal Re-
ligious Free-
dom Restora-
tion Act.

The gov-
ernor asked that HB1228 be 
recalled so amendments could 
be added that would bring it 
closer to the federal law and 
clarify its intent.

“The bill that is on my desk 
at the present time does not 
precisely mirror the federal 
law,” said the governor, adding 
that if necessary an executive 
order could be used “to make 
it clear that Arkansas wants to 
be a place of tolerance.”

By Thursday, April 2, 
Hutchinson’s request was met. 

The Senate debated late into 
the night April 1 before pass-
ing Senate Bill 975 said to be 
more in line with the federal 
law. The House approved  the 
Senate revision April 2 and 
Hutchinson signed it into law, 
according to media reports.

The original bill (HB1228), 
sponsored by Rep. Bob Ball-
inger, R-Hindsville, disallowed 
the state to “substantially bur-
den” an individual’s right to 
follow their beliefs unless it is 
proven the government has a 
compelling interest, but crit-

ics said the 
bill left the 
door open to 
potential dis-
crimination of 
homosexual 
and transgen-
der people.

Hundreds 
of protestors 
converged on 
the Arkansas 
Capitol and 
the Gover-
nor’s Mansion 
during consid-
eration of the 
bill, calling for 
legislators and 
Hutchinson 
to stop its pas-
sage.

A similar measure signed 
into law March 26 by Indi-
ana Gov. Mike Pence received 
widespread criticism from 
corporations and businesses, 
including Apple Inc., Angie’s 
List and Salesforce.com.

The Indiana and Arkansas 
laws are the latest in a line of 
20 religious freedom bills at 
the state level patterned after 
the 1993 federal Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act that 

See BILL page 3

Preparing for the 2015 tornado season
ARKANSAS is no stranger to 
tornadoes and their destruc-
tive affects.

Tornado season, the time of 
year when tornadoes are most 
likely, takes place between 
March and June. 

While Arkansas Baptist 
disaster relief teams and re-
sources are deployed in the 
aftermath of disasters such as 
tornadoes, it is wise to prepare 
one’s family in the event a tor-
nado should strike in the area.

Randy Garrett, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention disas-
ter relief director, offered tips 
on how Arkansas Baptists can  
best prepare in the event that a 
tornado should strike.

Disaster supplies kit
Garrett said one of the best 

ways to prepare in the event of 
a tornado is to follow the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency’s (FEMA) advice and 
assemble a disaster supplies 
kit. 

FEMA’s disaster supplies kit 
is designed to provide a house-
hold with enough supplies – 
water, food, first aid kit, tools, 
clothing, bedding, sanitation 
supplies, etc. – to last at least 
three days.

The amount and specificity 
of supplies necessary to make 
up a full disaster supplies kit 
varies depending on the num-
ber of individuals living in a 

household and their specific 
needs. A three-day supply of 
special items, such as necessary 
medications or baby formula, 
should also be included in the 
disaster supplies kit.

Once a disaster supplies kit 
is created, it should be main-
tained regularly in order to 
make sure that all of the items 
included in it are still in good 
usable condition.

Documents and pets
In addition to prepar-

ing basic survival supplies, 
FEMA also recommends that 
households make sure their 

See TORNADO page 8

350 churches sign up for ‘Revitalization’
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

HEALTHY churches reach 
people.

This is the concept and 
charge behind the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention’s 
(ABSC) Church Revitaliza-
tion emphasis, which was 
launched last October during 
a statewide church revitaliza-
tion and spiritual awakening 
gathering at Geyer Springs 

First Baptist Church, Little 
Rock.

The goal of the ABSC’s 
Church Revitalization em-
phasis is to provide resources 
to the state’s more than 1,500 
Arkansas Baptist churches – 
resources churches can use to 
improve the health of their 
existing bodies and grow their 
congregations, said Terry Bo-
stick, ABSC evangelism and 
church health team leader.

More than 350 churches 

already have committed to 
participate in the initiative. 
Some are participating as 
prayer partners, and others 
are using the ABSC’s Church 
Revitalization materials to ad-
dress specific areas of their 
ministries. Bostick said some 
churches have begun an “in-
tentional process of revital-
ization” by assembling teams 
of laymen and ministers to 

See REVITALIZE page 8

STORM DAMAGE – David Perry (right), executive director of the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries 
(ABCHomes), and Chris Hudson, ranch foreman at the ABCHomes’ Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch in Harrison, survey damage 
caused to ranch facilities by storms that raked through northern Arkansas April 2-3. No injuries were reported. See updates 
online at arkansasbaptist.org/abchomes-storm-damage.

LGBTQ activists lined the Arkansas 
Capitol steps April 1 during a press con-
ference; protesting Arkansas House Bill 
1228 and praising Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
for choosing not to sign the bill.
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Kisors survive accident, see God at work
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

POTTSVILLE – If the circum-
stances had been just a little 
bit different, the March 20 mo-
torcycle accident – which put 
Howard Kisor Jr. and his wife, 
Mary, in the hospital – could 
have been fatal.

Mary Kisor, member of the 
Arkansas Baptist News board of 
directors, said her son, Jeffery, 
is a police officer and former 
armorer for the Marines and 
Army. He loves numbers and 
topics like trajectory and bal-
listics. She said he looked at 
the details of the accident and 
calculated that if the ground 
had been dry instead of wet 
or if the motorcycle had hit 
the wheel of the vehicle that 
pulled out in front of them or 
if she and her husband had 
not both been on the motor-
cycle, the accident would have 
been fatal.

But as it was, the couple not 
only survived, but they have 
been released from the hos-
pital and have seen God use 
their experience 
in mighty ways. 

Mary Kisor 
said she and 
her husband 
were riding on 
River Road in 
Pottsville when 
a driver pulled 
out in front of 
them, causing 
them to crash 
into a ditch. 
Mary Kisor sus-
tained a broken foot and mul-
tiple bruises. Howard Kisor, 
pastor of Crow Mountain Bap-
tist Church in Russellville and 
former associational mission-
ary for Arkansas River Valley 
Baptist Association, sustained 
three broken ribs, a concus-
sion, an abrasion on his lung 
and a torn artery below his 
spleen.

He was airlifted from Saint 
Mary’s Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Russellville to Baptist 
Health Medical Center in 
Little Rock for surgery on the 
torn artery. The surgery was 
successful.

Mary Kisor said a CT scan 
performed in Russellville 
showed her husband also had 
a punctured lung, but by the 
time he arrived at Baptist Hos-
pital in Little Rock, the hole 
had sealed off. In addition, 
he had a small brain bleed 
that healed by the time he 

arrived in Little Rock. 
Mary Kisor was released the 

day of the accident, but How-
ard Kisor remained in the Sur-
gical Intensive Care Unit until 
the night of March 22, when 
he was transferred to a private 
room. He was released the eve-

ning of March 
25.

 “We have 
been just over-
whelmed by 
the love and 
the outpour-
ing of concern 
and prayers and 
phone calls and 
texts and emails 
from all over 
Arkansas, Illi-
nois, Texas and 

Missouri telling us that they’re 
praying for us. And it’s obvi-
ous that God is moving,” Mary 
Kisor said.

The couple said 
they have also seen 
God moving in the 
life of the driver 
who pulled out 
in front of them. 
They said their 
daughter, Dawn, 
who had just fin-
ished a chaplaincy 
course and who 
works as a dis-
patcher at the Dar-
danelle Police De-
partment, was second on the 
scene and was able to use her 
chaplaincy training to minister 
to the driver.

Mary Kisor noted that the 
Great Commission commands 
Christians to make disciples as 
they go through daily life.

“You don’t have to go to 

India. You don’t have to go 
to outer Mongolia – although 
those places need missionar-
ies. But beautiful downtown 
hometown needs it,” she said.

Howard Kisor added, 
“Missions can happen in the 
middle of a street after an ac-
cident.”

Mary Kisor said that the 
Sunday following the accident, 
the driver attended Crow 
Mountain Baptist Church. 
The church responded with 
love, and she left with gospel 
material in hand.

“It’s just amazing to me how 
God fits everything together 
and then you finally see it at 
the end what His real purpose 
is. His real purpose wasn’t for 
us to be hurt; His real pur-
pose was to reach someone. 
And even though we have to 
endure pain, the kingdom of 

God is served,” Howard Kisor 
said.

The couple explained that 
the accident also has drawn 
Crow Mountain Baptist 
Church together and helped 
Howard Kisor transition from 
being the “preacher” to being 
the “pastor.” Howard began 

serving as pastor of Crow 
Mountain last fall.

“Usually you are a preacher 
for a couple of years as you 
get to know the people; and 
you’ve got to cry with them 
and share sorrow with them 
and victory with them,” said 
Mary Kisor. “And we feel like 
the coming of the Lord is so 
soon that God did not spend 
that time. Rather, He reversed 
the process and all of them 
have gathered around us and 
made that bond happen. … 
This has brought us together 
as pastor and congregation in 
a way that only tragedy does.”

She added, “Sometimes we 
get so used to watching God 
work that we forget and we 
take for granted, and then 
something like this happens 
and you see His mighty hand 
there in the flesh and your 

friends call 
from (all over), 
and they let 
you know that 
you’re not for-
gotten.

“Somebody 
called that we 
knew 20-30 
years ago and 
said how pre-
c i o u s  t h e 
bond was with 
Christ,” Mary 
Kisor added. 

“And it all becomes so real and 
He becomes so solid, and if we 
can show that reality, that solid 
love, that palpable Jesus, to the 
world, we won’t have to drag 
them, they’ll beat the door 
down to come.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Mary (left) and Howard Kisor (center) speak with a visitor during Howard Kisor’s stay in the hospital following the Kisors’ mo-
torcycle accident March 20 in Pottsville. Mary Kisor is a member of the Arkansas Baptist News board of directors. Howard Kisor 
is pastor of Crow Mountain Baptist Church, Russellville. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Mary and Howard Kisor

Churches may continue
to meet in NYC schools  
NEW YORK (BP) – 
Churches can continue to 
worship in New York pub-
lic schools, at least tem-
porarily, despite the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s refusal 
to review a lower court 
decision barring worship 
services in schools there, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
March 30. The mayor’s 
pledge came within hours 
after the court decided, 
without comment, to 
leave in place a New York 
City Board of Education 
rule barring churches 
from worshipping in city 
schools. Even though the 
city has previously defend-
ed the rule set in place in 
Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg’s administration, de 
Blasio issued a statement 
March 30 saying he would 
not evict churches from 
schools at this time.

Dismemberment 
abortions banned
TOPEKA, Kan. – Dis-
memberment abortions  
in Kansas will soon be 
banned following legisla-
tion passed by the state 
legislature March 25. 
Kansas Gov. Sam Brown-
back promised in January 
he would sign the bill, 
making the state the first 
to ban abortions that tear 
children limb-from-limb 
in the womb. The fed-
eral government already 
criminalizes partial birth 
abortions, but dismem-
berment abortions – also 
known as dilation and 
evacuation abortions – 
are still legal. The legisla-
tion is part of a new strat-
egy pioneered by National 
Right to Life Committee 
(NRLC). About 8 per-
cent of abortions in Kan-
sas use the dilation and 
evacuation method. The 
new law now prohibits it 
except in cases threaten-
ing the mother’s life or 
irreversibly damaging her 
health.
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Glorieta suit dismissed, notice of appeal � led
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
The U.S. District Court for 
New Mexico has dismissed all 
claims of misconduct against 
LifeWay Christian Resources, 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and its Executive Com-
mittee, and the Glorieta 2.0 
ministry that bought Glorieta 
Conference Center from Life-
Way 18 months ago.

Federal Judge James O. 
Browning issued the rulings 
in a suit waged by an Arkansas 
couple, Kirk and Susie Tomp-
kins, who had been leasehold-
ers at the conference center. 
Within hours of the ruling, 
the Tompkins filed notice of 
appeal to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 10th Circuit 
in Denver, Colo.

Browning’s ruling came in 
five separate orders totaling 71 
pages, including an order last 
September that dismissed sev-
eral named defendants.

One of Browning’s  March 

31 rulings states: “The Court 
cannot find any factual allega-
tions from which it can infer 
that the individual defendants 
are liable for the misconduct 
alleged. Indeed, the Tompkins 
fail to identify an act by any 
of the defendants to allow for 
such an inference. They do not 
state a plausible claim.”

The ruling concludes by say-
ing that “the Court finds the 
Tompkins have failed to assert 
claims upon which relief can 
be granted for lack of factual 
allegations … (and) for want of 
standing.” 

The case was dismissed 
with prejudice and cannot be 
refiled.

LifeWay President and 
CEO Thom S. Rainer said, 
“This is incredible news. I 
thank God for His goodness.”

“This process has been ex-
tended, painful and costly. 
I am so thankful to get this 
ordeal behind us, leaving no 

doubt of our integrity through-
out this process, and after so 
many months of baseless at-
tacks on our ministry partners, 
trustees and executive leader-
ship,” Rainer said.

The Tompkins, of Little 
Rock, filed the lawsuit in 
September 2013 claiming the 
2,400-acre property near Santa 
Fe, N.M., was not properly 
transferred and that LifeWay, 
Glorieta 2.0 and Executive 
Committee leadership improp-
erly handled the sale.

Last September, federal 
magistrate Robert Hayes Scott 
recommended dismissal of all 
claims in a 79-page document 
prepared for the federal district 
court in Albuquerque, N.M., 
where the lawsuit was filed. 
Scott wrote that he found no 
evidence of misconduct in the 
Glorieta sale.

Scott, in his role as a mag-
istrate for the federal court, 
disagreed with the Tompkins’ 

contentions in his recommen-
dations to dismiss their law-
suit. 

“The transfer of Glorieta 
by LifeWay was not fraudulent 
... (A)llegations of fraud and 
misconduct are baseless and 
have no foundation in the evi-
dence,” Scott wrote.

Browning declined, howev-
er, to award LifeWay attorney 
fees for defending against the 
Tompkins’ suit.

At the time of the Glorie-
ta sale to the nonprofit Glo-
rieta 2.0 group, 65 churches, 
institutions and individuals 
owned structures on year-to-
year leased lots at Glorieta. 
Rainer reported at the 2014 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting that Glorie-
ta 2.0 offered to extend the 
year-to-year leases or purchase 
structures built there for up to 
$100,000, which all but 
a handful of leaseholders 
accepted.

continued from page one
BILL
passed with broad bipartisan 
support. Another 13 states 
have religious liberty safe-
guards that courts have inter-
preted as providing a compa-
rable level of protection, or are 
trying to pass such laws.

While Southern Baptists 
applaud the Indiana bill, vocal 
opponents have threatened 
economic, social and political 
backlash. Angie’s List CEO 
Bill Oesterle has said he will 
cancel the company’s planned 
$40 million expansion of its 
Indianapolis headquarters 
while Apple CEO Tim Cook 
opposed the law and others 
like it in a March 29 Washing-
ton Post editorial. 

In the Washington Post edito-
rial, Cook, who is a native of 
Alabama, included Arkansas 
in his criticism, adding, “I have 
great reverence for religious 
freedom. As a child, I was 
baptized in a Baptist church, 
and faith has always been an 
important part of my life. I was 
never taught, nor do I believe, 
that religion should be used as 
an excuse to discriminate.” 

Cook, who replaced the late 
Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, 
has publicly announced that 
he is homosexual.

Russell Moore, president of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission, said in a column for 

the Christian Post website that 
criticism of the Indiana law is 
a result of “ignorance.”

“The public debate over In-
diana’s new religious freedom 
law is (almost) enough to drive 
this Baptist to drink,” Moore 
wrote March 31. “The con-
versation has been the most 
uninformed and ignorant I’ve 
seen in years. This culminated 
in a panel on one of the Sun-
day talk shows suggesting that 
the law would return us to the 
days when signs would hang 
in stores detailing who would 
not be welcome to do business 
there.”

Moore added, “The law, of 
course, does nothing of the 
sort. Indiana merely passed a 

state version of the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA), the law that passed 
with an overwhelming bipar-
tisan majority in 1993 and was 
signed into law by President 
Bill Clinton.

“All the law does is articu-
late that religious freedom is a 
factor to be weighed in making 
court decisions about the com-
mon good, that the govern-
ment must show good cause 
in restricting someone’s free 
exercise of religion.”

Larry Page, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Faith and 
Ethics Council, commented 
on the “near hysteria from op-
ponents” in a March 31 email 

to the Arkansas Baptist News:
“Given the frenzied histri-

onics of the critics over the 
past several days, one might 
think that the Bill of Rights 
had been suspended and mar-
tial law imposed,” he said.

Page reiterated that the 
RFRA was passed by Congress, 
adding, “President Obama 

voted for an RFRA while an 
Illinois state senator. Nei-
ther the Federal RFRA nor 

the various states’ RFRAs have 
generated much litigation and 
have led to no mean-spirited 
and raw discrimination aimed 
at any hapless groups.”

“The plain and simple 
truth is that RFRA is a com-
mon sense, fair, measured 
and constitutional method 
of protecting the sensibilities 
of people of faith,” said Page. 
“RFRA can provide a defense 
when a heavy-handed govern-
ment tries to compel someone 
to violate their religious con-
victions without good cause. 
Before a government entity 
can substantially burden one’s 
deeply held religious belief, 
it must show that its action 

against the person ‘is essential 
to further a compelling govern-
mental interest’ and that the 
action it seeks to impose ‘is 
the least restrictive means of 
furthering that governmental 
interest.”  

Page said outcry is an at-
tempt to advance the “ho-
mosexual and transgendered 
agenda.”

“If you can force a baker 
against her faith values to 
prepare a wedding cake for a 
same-sex marriage or compel 
a photographer to take the 
wedding pictures there when 
he would rather not based on 
his biblical stance on marriage, 
then you’ve further legitimized 
that aberrant lifestyle and, at 
the same time, you’ve deval-
ued the premium placed on 
principles held by people of 
faith. That scenario represents 
a win-win for those who would 
fundamentally transform our 
culture for the worse. RFRA 
can stand in the way of such 
outcomes – that’s why so many 
have come unglued by the very 
real prospect that it will be the 
law of Arkansas.”

Signs protesting Arkansas House Bill 1228, a bill aimed at guaranteeing religious 
liberty in the state, sit outside the Arkansas House of Representatives chamber at the 
state Capitol March 31.  Opponents said the bill discriminates against homosexuals.

‘Heaven visitation’ 
books pulled by LifeWay
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– LifeWay Christian Re-
sources has stopped selling 
all “experiential testimo-
nies about heaven” follow-
ing consid-
eration of a 
2014 South-
ern Baptist 
Convention 
resolution 
on “the suf-
ficiency of 
S c r i p t u r e 
regarding the afterlife.” 
LifeWay told Baptist Press 
about its decision to halt 
sales of heaven visitation 
resources March 24 in re-
sponse to an inquiry about 
the book “90 Minutes in 
Heaven” by Don Piper, 
which is being made into a 
movie slated for release this 
fall. The book recounts 
Piper’s supposed experi-
ence of heaven following 
a severe auto accident and 
has sold 6.5 million copies 
in 46 languages.

New ObamaCare rule 
may affect churches
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– A new tax rule in con-
junction with the Patient 
Protection and Affordable 
Care Act may affect many 
churches that pay or reim-
burse individual health 
insurance premiums, and 
imposes daily fines begin-
ning June 30 for those 
not in compliance. Guide-
Stone Financial Resources 
health plan participants 
should notice no impact 
as a result of the rule 
known as Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) Notice 
2015-17, GuideStone said 
in a March 2 press release. 
Other churches whose em-
ployees do not participate 
in a group health plan 
could be affected. Cur-
rent GuideStone health 
plan participants can con-
tinue to pay for coverage 
as in the past. Churches 
that use other providers 
are encouraged to review 
the IRS Notice. 

SEE RELATED STORY, PAGES 6-7
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

ing against Arkansas House 
Bill 1228, also known as the 
Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act, which attempted to 

affirm 
the tra-
ditional 
interpre-
tation of 
“free ex-
ercise of 
religion” 
under the 
U.S. Con-
stitution 

and the Arkansas Constitu-
tion.

While as followers of Jesus 
Christ we can’t dictate what 
others believe or control how 
our government behaves, we 
can stand tall and stand for 
Truth just as Stephen did be-
fore the Sanhedrin in his day.

While our fate may not be a 

Y ou stiff-necked people, uncir-
cumcised in heart and ears, 

you always resist the Holy Spirit. 
As your fathers did, so do you. 
Which of the 
prophets did 
your fathers 
not perse-
cute? And 
they killed 
those who 
announced 
beforehand 
the coming 
of the Righ-
teous One, whom you have now 
betrayed and murdered, you who 
received the law as delivered by 
angels and did not keep it.”

Now when they heard these 
things they were enraged, and 
they ground their teeth at him. 
But he, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus stand-
ing at the right hand of God. 
And he said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand 
of God.” But they cried out with 
a loud voice and stopped their 
ears and rushed together at him. 
Then they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. – Excerpt from 
Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin 
before he was stoned to death 
(Acts 7:51-58, ESV)

Secular humanists seem 
to be having their way in our 
country, and they are using 
every means possible to sway 
public opinion and influence 
public officials to their way of 
thinking.

Today, as we stand at the 
precipice of a fundamental 
transformation of our coun-
try, clarification is perhaps 
needed more than ever on 
what it means to freely exer-
cise one’s religion.

Just this past week we saw 
such a spectacle play out 
at our State Capitol, with 
hundreds of people rally-

When your faith is offensive

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

physical death like Stephen’s, 
we need to be prepared to be 
ridiculed, denounced and per-
haps to lose the friendship of 
friends and family who have 
embraced a false gospel.

It is our duty as believers 
to condemn the sin but love 
the sinner, exhibiting Christ’s 
love in all of our words and 
actions, acting in accordance 
with our convictions. But 
Christians will suffer the con-
sequences. 

In Washington, a florist 
was fined $1,001 for refusing 
to provide flowers to a gay 
couple for their wedding, due 
to her Christian beliefs. An 
Oregon bakery was ordered 
to pay a lesbian couple up to 
$150,000 for refusing to bake 
them a wedding cake. A New 
Mexico photography studio 
owned by a Christian couple 

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

was found to have violated 
the state’s Human Rights Act 
by refusing to photograph a 
lesbian couple’s commitment 
ceremony.

May God give us courage 

and boldness as we represent 
Him within each of our own 
spheres of influence.

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News. Email 
him at tim@arkansasbaptist.org.

The atheist next door
A CNN special report, 

“Atheists: Inside the 
World of Non-believers” that 
aired on March 24, focused 
mainly on the rejection felt 
by three individuals who no 
longer identify themselves as 
Christians. David, Jerry and 
“Stan” used to believe. Now 
they don’t. And that makes 
them bad.

At least that’s how many 
Christians have made them 
feel.

Christians can be guilty of 
overlooking the simple fact 
that atheists are people too. 
It’s more convenient to deal 
with them as objects instead 
of subjects. They are easy to 
dismiss as misguided, angry 
and divisive. They are better 
dealt with from afar, from 
echo chambers deeply embed-
ded within our Christian sub-
cultures where we can trade 

our apologetic pep talks and 
affirm our superiority over 
the incredulous.

Such thinking can lead to 
a subconscious, or conscious 
for that matter, view of the 
world in terms of a three-class 
system comprised of believers, 
unbelievers and those who 
have abandoned the faith.

Believers deserve fellowship 
and edification. Unbeliev-
ers are in need of care and 
evangelism. But the apostate, 
as this thinking goes, is sim-
ply hopeless. In short, such 
people are our enemies.

The only problem with all 
this is that it is contrary to the 
spirit of Christ.

If Jesus walked onto a secu-
lar university campus today,  
He wouldn’t head straight to 
the campus ministry center. 
More likely, He would be 
found in a small room in 

the library where a group of 
young men and women gath-
er to build relationships and 
find solace in their journey 
away from the familiarity of 
faith into the unknown of the 
seemingly unknowable. That’s 
because Jesus wasn’t afraid of 
doubts and He had the stub-
born habit of loving doubters. 
He seemed to take to Thomas 
just fine, and since He is the 
same today as yesterday, He’s 
still in the business of meet-
ing skepticism with compas-
sion and unwavering fidelity.

We would do well to follow 
in His footsteps.

Though the CNN show in-
cluded brief appearances from 
popular atheist evangelists 
like Richard Dawkins and 
David Silverman, the empha-
sis was on a less angry, more 
humanistic brand of unbelief 
advocated by David, Jerry 

and “Stan.” For example, in 
spite of his devout Christian 
upbringing, David became an 
atheist at the age of 16 and is 
now a leader in the Secular 
Student Society at his univer-
sity in Georgia. He describes 
his feelings about his parents’ 
response to his unbelief.

“I am who I am, and I’m 
not going to change that. I 
can’t change that,” he said. 
“It’s just part of who I am.” 

It shouldn’t take a CNN 
special to compel Christians 
to action. A Jewish Carpen-
ter in the Middle East once 
told us to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. And He didn’t 
make this command contin-
gent upon whether or not our 
neighbors are believers.

And neither should we.
This article was written by 

Dan DeWitt, dean of Boyce 
College in Louisville, Ky.
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How the Church can reach 20-somethings

The other square pegsBaptists Ask
What does it mean, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated?” F inding our place in the Body of Christ brings such de-

light, doesn’t it? We discover what we are meant to do 
and happily dive in. Who’s ready to take the next step? 

Yes, there is more. You see, finding our own place in the 
Body represents only a portion of what 
the Lord expects of His children. We are 
not just a body part. We are a body. A 
whole. That means we must consider the 
other parts of the body as well. 

Take a look around your church fam-
ily. What do you see? Others filling roles 
in the church? Great! But look again. 
Who is standing on the sidelines? Who 
feels the confusion you once felt, won-
dering if they really belong anywhere? 

The sidelines are full of church members who have never 
experienced the beauty of true service – newcomers try-
ing to determine where they belong, youth and children 
who don’t think they are old enough to contribute, young 
adults who have never been told that church membership 
means more than just weekly attendance and older mem-
bers who believe that filling a pew every Sunday morning 
makes them good Christians. 

These are the sidelines. And these are the people who 
need our investment. 

So often we see potential in others, but we hesitate to 

share it. We don’t want to intrude into someone else’s life. 
What if they have no interest? What if they say no? What if 
we think they are equipped, but we’re wrong? 

But what if they are just waiting for someone to ask 
them to help? 

Remember where you were when you 
had no idea how to be an active part 
of the Body of Christ. Remember that 
square peg feeling. Remember the desire 
to be involved, combined with the uncer-
tainty of how to go about it. 

Now, realize that you have the ability to 
help someone else overcome that uncer-
tainty. 

Recently, a friend and I were teaching youth girls about 
prayer. We shared with them the importance of praying 
actively, asking the Lord to show them how they could be a 
part of His work in the lives of the people they prayed for. 

What if you were to take that approach to praying for 
your church family? What if you were to ask the Lord to 
show you how to be His vessel in the lives of church mem-
bers sitting on the sidelines? 

Who knows, you just might be the very person God 
chooses to help another square peg find a place in the 
Body of Christ! 

Ann Hibbard is a member of First Baptist Church, Almyra.

T he potential of this generation of 20-somethings to 
radically impact the world for Christ is truly epic. The 

size alone of this U.S. population segment is staggering – 
44.5 million. This means one out of five adults in America 
is currently 20 to 29 years of age. They are optimistic, en-
thusiastic and desire to make a difference. And according 
to a recent Barna study, 62 percent of them say that “reli-
gious faith is very important” to them. 
But, this generation is perhaps the 
most misunderstood by the majority of 
Southern Baptist churches.

Here are five facts to assist you and 
your church in thinking through how 
to reach these perplexing but poten-
tially powerful young adults:

(1) This population segment is both 
very public and very private. They 
are very “public” with their “friends” 
in Internet social media venues, yet they are by far the 
most guarded of all adults when it comes to yielding their 
personal information in an open setting. Results from a 
recent study published by Barna in March 2015 state that 
upon visiting a new church, nine out of 10 of this age 
group were not willing to share their phone numbers, eight 
out of 10 were not willing to share their physical addresses, 
seven out of 10 were not willing to share their email ad-
dresses and half were not willing to give their last names. 
I have personally observed a growing number of churches 
trying to collect “social media names” on guest registration 
cards; but the study showed that 9 out of 10 people in this 
age group refused to offer this information.

(2) This population segment is not looking for “hipper 
Christianity,” but “truer Christianity.” That’s the assess-
ment of 33-year-old New York Times best-selling author Ra-
chel Held Evans in her book “Searching for Sunday: Lov-
ing, Leaving and Finding the Church.” Speaking on col-

lege campuses and churches across America, I have noted 
the same admirable sentiment among this age group. 
Skinny jeans and coffee shops are cool if they are authentic 
expressions of culture, but if it smells like a marketing tac-
tic, this generation is repulsed.

(3) As a whole, this population segment enjoys a wor-
ship service that includes meaningful substantive teach-

ing, introspective moments of silence, 
authentic meaningful prayer and con-
templative expressive music with deep 
theological content. In other words, save 
the rock band and repetitive choruses for 
those between the ages of 40 and 55.

(4) They consider it morally wrong to 
openly criticize others. Last month, Barna 
published that nine out of 10 millenni-
als believe the Church to be judgmental. 
Church leaders must learn to effectively 

uphold a biblical standard without criticizing people – in 
other words, separating the sin from the sinner. And they 
do not want to be made to feel irreverent, inappropriate or 
guilty for asking honest questions about life and faith.

(5) This generation values experiences over stuff, doing 
more with less and enjoys joyfully investing their time, 
money and passion in a worthwhile cause. They want 
to change the world and believe change is possible. The 
Church today must offer God-sized meaningful opportuni-
ties for these young adults to put their hearts, hands and 
money to work.

Congregations that adjust and lovingly embrace and 
disciple these young adults will no doubt be the healthiest, 
fastest-growing and most influential congregations over the 
next 30 years, being part of perhaps the greatest global ex-
plosion of Christianity the world has ever seen. Those that 
don’t will likely cease to exist.

Eric Ramsey is president of TCWM in Mountainburg.

UNCOVERED
DISH

Ann Hibbard

Gore

T he phrase “Jacob I loved, 
but Esau I hated” refers to 

a passage in both the Old Testa-
ment (Mal. 1:1-5) and the New 
Testament (Rom. 9:13). Both 
passages allude to the twins born 
to Isaac and Rebecca in Genesis 
25. In Genesis, an angel told Re-
becca that the older twin, Esau, 
would serve the 
younger, Jacob.  
Genesis 27 elabo-
rates upon this 
proclamation.

Malachi con-
tains a series 
of dialogues 
between God 
and Israel that 
occurred after the rebuilding of 
the Temple (fifth century B.C.) 
These dialogues follow a formula: 
(1) God’s statement, (2) Israel’s 
question and (3) God’s elabora-
tion of His statement.

The phrase about loving Jacob 
but hating Esau (Mal. 1:2-3) is 
the elaboration of God’s first 
statement. When God pro-
claimed His love for Israel, Israel 
wanted to know how God had 
loved them. God explained His 
love for Jacob’s descendants (Is-
rael) and His disdain for Esau’s 
descendants (Edom).

God’s declaration in Malachi 
appears to be an epilogue of 
Obadiah’s prophecy. Obadiah 
predicted that Edom would not 
only be despised, but the coun-
try would never again rise to 
its former fame. God punished 
Edom because it did not help 
Judah during its day of disaster 
(Obad. 1:12-14). Consequently, 
the house of Esau would become 
stubble (Obad. 1:18).

In Malachi, God confirmed 
that the kingdom of Edom not 
only became a wasteland (Mal. 
1:3), it would never again be-
come a nation. History shows 
that the Nabateans drove the 
Edomites out of their land, only 
to be absorbed into the peoples 
of southern Palestine.

Malachi’s prophecy demon-
strates God’s continued love 
for Israel. The irony, however, 
is that Israel did not readily see 
God’s love, even though they 
had survived and Edom had not. 
Such irony continues throughout 
Malachi, for the people’s lives did 
not reflect the love that God had 
given them.

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian Studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. 

ANSWERING
HIS CALL

Eric Ramsey
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The public square: Christian setbacks and victories in the US
Rebecca Wolford
SBCLIFE

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
The freedom to live according 
to one’s religious beliefs has 
been a fundamental right in 
America since its founding. As 
the culture changes and those 
opposed to biblical values be-
come more vocal, it is becom-
ing increasingly difficult to 
express religious beliefs with-
out being socially ostracized or 
legally penalized.

The following compilation 
by SBCLIFE, the journal of 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Executive Committee, 
lists many of the political and 
cultural junctures that have 
had an effect on religious liber-
ty and biblical faith in America 
in recent years.

The first section recaps vari-
ous setbacks; the second sec-
tion recaps various victories.

The setbacks:
Methodist-owned facility re-

fuses same-sex ceremony – Jan. 
12, 2012 – Ocean Grove, N.J. The 
Ocean Grove Camp Meeting 
Association in Ocean Grove 
refused to host a same-sex civil 
ceremony on its property, say-
ing it violated its Methodist 
doctrine. A judge ruled that 
because the property was avail-
able for public use, the group 
had violated a state anti-dis-
crimination law.

Vanderbilt BCM declines rec-
ognized status – May 7, 2012 – 
Nashville, Tenn. Vanderbilt Uni-
versity’s nondiscrimination 
policy required all officially 
recognized student organiza-
tions to allow any student to 
seek a leadership position, pre-
venting Christian groups from 
requiring their student leaders 
to be Christian. The campus’ 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry, 
rather than accepting the pol-
icy, declined the opportunity 
to be officially recognized as a 
student organization.

Supreme Court declares part of 
DOMA unconstitutional – June 26, 
2013 – Washington, D.C. Edith 
Windsor’s same-sex partner 
died, leaving Windsor her 
entire estate. Windsor was de-
nied the federal estate tax ex-
emption for surviving spouses 
because the term “spouse” 
only applied to heterosexual 
marriages. In United States v. 
Windsor, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the Defense of Mar-
riage Act’s federal definition 
of marriage as being between a 

man and a woman was uncon-
stitutional, opening the flood-
gates for a series of lawsuits 
overturning bans on same-sex 
marriage at the state level.

California Proposition 8 over-
turned – June 26, 2013 – San Fran-
cisco California Proposition 8 
was a successful ballot initia-
tive in 2008 for a constitu-
tional amendment to prohibit 
same-sex marriages. Approved 
by voters and upheld by state 
court, it was ruled unconstitu-
tional by federal courts. When 
the state refused to appeal, 
proponents of the proposi-
tion sought appeal. The U.S. 
Supreme Court dismissed the 
lawsuit on the grounds that 
the proponents did not have 
standing to appeal. Although 
the Supreme Court did not ad-
dress the amendment’s consti-
tutionality, the dismissal legal-
ized same-sex marriage in Cali-
fornia by allowing a previous 
district court ruling to stand.

Photographer refuses to photo-
graph same-sex ceremony – Aug. 
22, 2013 – Santa Fe, N.M. Elane 
Photography refused to pho-
tograph a same-sex commit-
ment ceremony. Although 
the couple was able to find 
another photographer, they 
filed a complaint with the 
New Mexico Human Rights 
Commission. The case went 

to the New Mexico Supreme 
Court, which ruled that the re-
fusal violated the New Mexico 
Human Rights Act.

Bakery refuses to bake cake 
for same-sex ceremony – Jan. 
17, 2014 – Gresham, Ore. Aaron 
and Melissa Klein, owners of 
Sweet Cakes by Melissa bakery 
in Oregon, refused to bake a 
cake for a same-sex commit-
ment ceremony. The Oregon 
Bureau of Labor and Indus-
tries brought charges that 
the Kleins had discriminated 
against the same-sex couple. 
They may now face fines of 
up to $150,000 in upcom-
ing court action. The couple 
closed their bakery in the sum-
mer of 2013 and is now operat-
ing in a limited capacity out of 
their home.

Mozilla CEO pressured to resign 
– April 3, 2014 – Mountain View, 
Calif. Brendan Eich helped 
found Mozilla, a software and 
technology company, and held 
leadership roles throughout its 
history. In 2008, he donated 
$1,000 to support California 
Proposition 8, which defined 
marriage as the union of a man 
and a woman. When he was 
promoted to CEO on March 
24, 2014, opponents to Propo-
sition 8 stirred up controversy 
over his 2008 donation. He 
resigned less than two weeks 

later on April 3 after protests 
from activists, Mozilla employ-
ees and other companies.

HGTV drops TV show with Ben-
ham brothers – May 7, 2014 – Con-
cord, N.C. Jason and David Ben-
ham, two brothers who work 
in real estate, were slated to 
star in a new show on HGTV 
called “Flip It Forward” in 
which the brothers would help 
transform a fixer-upper home 
for a family. After the media 
publicized the brothers’ stance 
against homosexuality and the 
homosexual agenda, HGTV 
canceled the show before it 
aired.

Bakery refuses to bake cake for 
same-sex wedding – May 30, 2014 
– Lakewood, Colo. Jack Phillips, 
owner of Masterpiece Cake-
shop in Colorado, declined to 
bake a cake for a same-sex wed-
ding celebration. The Colora-
do Civil Rights Commission 
ruled that he had illegally dis-
criminated against the custom-
ers and that he must change 
his business policies, conduct 
staff training and submit quar-
terly compliance reports for 
two years.

InterVarsity de-recognized at 
California State University – Au-
gust 2014 – Long Beach, Calif. 
California State University 
(CSU) issued a policy requir-
ing student organizations to 

allow any student the oppor-
tunity to hold a leadership 
position. Collegiate ministry 
InterVarsity refused to comply 
with this policy, as their orga-
nization’s policy requires lead-
ers to adhere to a statement of 
faith. Beginning in the 2014–
15 school year, InterVarsity 
was de-recognized at CSU’s 23 
campuses, denying the group 
access to certain campus re-
sources and events.

19 Kids and Counting controver-
sy – November 2014 – Tontitown, 
Ark. In part due to the Duggar 
family’s efforts to oppose a 
Fayetteville, Ark., anti-discrim-
ination ordinance, more than 
1,000 people signed a petition 
for cable network TLC to can-
cel their show “19 Kids and 
Counting.” A counterpetition 
garnered even more signatures 
as of the end of 2014. TLC has 
not responded to the petitions.

Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran fired 
– Jan. 6, 2015 – Atlanta Atlanta 
Mayor Kasim Reed dismissed 
fire Chief Kelvin Cochran fol-
lowing an investigation into 
Cochran’s book “Who Told 
You That You Were Naked?” 
which calls homosexual be-
havior immoral. Though a 
city investigation found no 
evidence that Cochran had  

See DECISIONS page 7
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continued from page 6
DECISIONS
discriminated against ho-
mosexuals, Reed cited 
policy violations and 
possible lawsuits against the 
city as reasons for his termina-
tion.

Mayor won’t allow churches 
to meet in public schools – Jan. 
15, 2015 – New York City An ap-
peals court ruled that New 
York City’s policy preventing 
churches from renting space in 
public schools for worship ser-
vices is constitutional. Bronx 
Household of Faith petitioned 
the Supreme Court to over-
turn the ruling. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s administration filed a 
brief with the Supreme Court 
defending the policy.

Answers in Genesis denied tax 
benefits – Feb. 3, 2015 – Peters-
burg, Ky. In 2014, the govern-
ment of Kentucky granted pre-
liminary approval for a tax re-
bate, offered by the Kentucky 
Tourism Development Act, to 
apologetics ministry Answers 
in Genesis (AiG) for the con-
struction of its theme park 
Ark Encounter. On Dec. 10, 
the state reversed its decision 
and denied the incentive. AiG 
filed a lawsuit alleging discrim-
ination by the state because it 
is a religious organization.

Alabama federal district judge 
reverses state constitution – Feb. 
9, 2015 – Mobile, Ala. On Jan. 
23, 2015, federal district court 
Judge Callie V.S. Granade 
ruled that the Sanctity of 
Marriage Amendment to Ala-
bama’s constitution violates 
the federal Constitution and 
that same-sex marriage would 
become legal in the state on 
Feb. 9. That day, the U.S. Su-
preme Court denied a request 
by state officials to stay the rul-
ing pending appeals. Alabama 
Chief Justice Roy Moore urged 
probate judges not to issue 
marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples, saying that they were 
not bound by Granade’s de-

cision. As of Feb. 17, most 
of the counties had begun is-
suing marriage licenses. On 
March 3, the Alabama Su-
preme Court ordered a halt to 
the same-sex licenses, posing a 
direct challenge to the federal 
court in Mobile.

Florist refuses to make arrange-
ments for same-sex wedding – 
Feb. 18, 2015 – Richland, Wash. 
Barronelle Stutzman, owner of 
Arlene’s Flowers in Washing-
ton state, declined a request 
from a longtime customer to 
make a flower arrangement 
for his same-sex wedding. The 
state attorney general filed suit 
against both the business and 
the owner. A judge ruled that 
she had broken state consum-
er protection and anti-discrim-
ination laws. Stutzman may be 
forced to pay penalties as an in-
dividual as well as a business.

The victories:
Chick-fil-A Appreciation Day – 

Aug. 1, 2012 – Atlanta In an in-
terview, Chick-fil-A President 
Dan Cathy spoke about the 
company’s belief in traditional 
marriage. It was also revealed 
that the company had donat-
ed money to various causes 
in support of traditional mar-
riage. Lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) ac-
tivist groups called for a boy-
cott of Chick-fil-A restaurants. 
A counterprotest on Aug. 1, 
2012, dubbed “Chick-fil-A Ap-
preciation Day,” saw record-
breaking sales for the company 
as customers flocked to the res-
taurants to show their support.

Duck Dynasty controversy – 
Dec. 18, 2013 – West Monroe, La. 
In an interview, Phil Robert-
son of the TV show “Duck 
Dynasty” stated that homosex-
uality is sinful. The show’s net-
work, A&E, announced they 
were suspending Robertson 
from the show indefinitely. 
In addition, sponsor Cracker 
Barrel removed Duck Dynasty 
products from their stores. 
After fans expressed outrage 
at the decision, the suspen-

sion was lifted and the prod-
ucts were returned to Cracker 
Barrel shelves.

Prayer in government meetings 
allowed – May 5, 2014 – Greece, 
N.Y. The town board of Greece, 
N.Y., held public meetings to 
address city business, open-
ing each meeting with prayer 
– usually led by Christian 
pastors but also by leaders 
of other faiths at times. The 
practice was challenged on the 
grounds that it constituted a 
government establishment of 
religion. The U.S. Supreme 
Court, in Town of Greece 
v. Galloway, ruled that the 
prayers are constitutional.

Hobby Lobby allowed to decline 
abortifacient insurance coverage – 
June 30, 2014 – Washington The 
Christian owners of two busi-
nesses, Hobby Lobby and Con-
estoga Wood Specialties, ob-
jected to an Obamacare man-
date that would have forced 
them to provide coverage for 
abortifacients in their em-
ployee insurance plans. They 
specifically objected to four 
out of 20 total required con-
traceptives that could cause 
an abortion. The Supreme 
Court ruled that closely held 
for-profit corporations could 
object to the mandate based 
on religious beliefs.

Wedding chapel refuses same-
sex wedding – Oct. 24, 2014 – 
Coeur D’Alene, Idaho The Chris-
tian ministers who operate the 
Hitching Post wedding chapel 

filed a lawsuit against the city 
of Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, con-
tending that the city’s anti-dis-
crimination ordinance would 
force them to marry same-sex 
couples. The city initially said 
the ordinance would apply to 
the chapel because it is a for-
profit corporation but later 
said it would be exempt as a 
religious organization.

Mayor subpoenas pastors for 
sermons – Oct. 29, 2014 – Hous-
ton After the Houston Equal 
Rights Ordinance (HERO) 
was enacted by the city council 
in May 2014, opponents peti-
tioned to have the ordinance 
placed on a ballot for repeal. 
They submitted more than the 
required number of signatures, 
but the city attorney invalidat-
ed enough of the signatures to 
disqualify the petition. The op-
ponents filed suit challenging 
the disqualification. The city 
then subpoenaed five pastors 
for all correspondence, includ-
ing sermons, on anything relat-
ed to HERO or homosexuality 
in general. The mayor with-
drew the subpoenas after out-
cry from people on all sides of 
the political spectrum. A final 
judgment on the case now 
rests with a Houston district 
court judge.

6th Circuit Court upholds states’ 
same-sex marriage bans – Nov. 6, 
2014 – Cincinnati In a move that 
ran counter to previous circuit 
court rulings, the 6th Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the 

rights of the states to decide on 
same-sex marriage. The ruling 
sets precedent in the states of 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and 
Tennessee. The Supreme Court 
will review the ruling and issue 
an opinion by June of this year, 
which could either legalize 
same-sex marriage throughout 
the country or uphold states’ 
authority to define marriage.

Ministers’ housing allowances 
stays intact – Nov. 13, 2014 – Chi-
cago An atheist organization 
challenged the tax-exempt 
status of ministers’ housing al-
lowances by saying they were 
denied the tax benefit for em-
ployer-provided housing allow-
ance conditioned on religious 
affiliation. The 7th Circuit 
Court of Appeals overturned 
the original decision to in-
validate the allowance on the 
grounds that the organization 
did not have legal standing to 
bring the lawsuit.

Voters overturn a pro-LGBT city 
ordinance – Dec. 9, 2014 – Fay-
etteville, Ark. Citizens in Fay-
etteville voted to overturn an 
anti-discrimination ordinance. 
Though the ordinance was 
passed in August 2014, resi-
dents collected enough signa-
tures to place it on the ballot 
for a special election.

Rebecca Wolford writes for the 
SBC Executive Committee. This 
is an exerpt of an article which 
appeared in SBCLIFE. Read 
more at arkansasbaptist.org/
thepublicsquare.
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REVITALIZE
address core issues within their 
churches with the goal of once 
again becoming vibrant con-
gregations.

“Health comes 
before growth,” said 
Bostick, adding that 
churches can benefit 
from analyzing sta-
tistics that they most 
likely already keep on 
a weekly or monthly 
basis. 

According to Bos-
tick statistics such av-
erage Sunday school 
attendance, undesignated 
gifts, worship attendance, 
number of baptisms and num-
ber of additions to the church 
body can help churches set fu-
ture goals and recognize what a 

healthy church in their specific 
context should look like.

“There is more to a church 
than just nickels and noses,” 
said Bostick. “These are the 
indicators of church health, 
and what we have found out 

here in Arkansas is 
that we have a good 
many churches that 
meet four or five 
of those indicators 
spread out all over 
Arkansas.”

While Arkansas 
Baptist churches 
large and small lo-
cated in both met-
ropolitan and rural 
areas already meet 

many of the indicators of a 
healthy and growing church, 
Arkansas is not immune to 
the nationwide epidemic of 
sick Southern Baptist church-
es. According to Bostick, 75 to 

80 percent of Arkansas Baptist 
churches have either plateaued 
or are declining.

“We think that this process 
will help those churches iden-
tify areas of church life that 
they need to address and give 
them some tools to (go) about 
addressing those issues,” he 
said.

While the ABSC’s Church 
Revitalization emphasis has 
only been in full swing for a 
few months, the convention 
has heard from churches be-
ginning the process of revital-
ization.

One of the major aspects of 
the ABSC’s Church Revitaliza-
tion strategy is helping church-

es recognize the importance of 
being mission-minded.

“What we have got to do 
is help the churches 
not only see missions 
as something they are 
responsible to do in 
other parts of the state, 
to people in need and 
in countries where the 
gospel does not exist, 
but we really need that 
missional mindset to 
be in the minds of our 
church members about their 
own church field,” said Bos-
tick. 

“Sometimes we forget that 
we live in a mission field. And 
if we aren’t careful, we can turn 

church into a club or some-
thing that meets the needs of 
just those people there and we 

lose our mission mind-
set for the lost people 
that we drive by every 
day when we go to 
church,” he said.

Bostick said the 
ABSC sees church revi-
talization as something 
that is best accom-
plished through lead-
ership of a church’s 

pastor.
“We want to empower the 

pastor to be the one to lead 
this process,” said Bostick.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Bostick

continued from page one
TORNADO
important personal items and 
documents – such as wills, 
insurance policies, contracts, 
deeds, passports, social secu-
rity cards, bank account in-
formation and family records 
– are stored in a portable wa-
terproof container to protect 
them and allow them to be 
relocated in the event of a tor-
nado.

For individuals or families 
who own pets, FEMA recom-
mends identifying shelter for 
each pet, maintaining an emer-
gency supply of pet food and 
any other necessary special 
supplies at all times, making 

sure each pet has an up-to-date 
tag securely fastened to their 
collar and making sure that 
one has access to a secure 
pet carrier the pet can be 
placed in if it panics 
during a weather 
event in order to 
keep the pet 
from escap-
ing.

G a r -
rett said 
the best way 
to prepare for a 
coming tornado is 
to keep in constant 
communication with 
local weather authorities 
through radio, television or 
smartphone.

“Be aware of conditions, es-

pecially this time in the spring 
and in the fall. That’s when we 
get the most severe weather,” 

said Garrett. “Heed the 
weather warnings. If 

they say, ‘Take shel-
ter,’ by all means 

do so.”
For more 
i n f o r m a -

tion on 
how to 

assemble a 
disaster sup-

plies kit, visit 
ready.gov/build-a-

kit. For more infor-
mation on how to get 

involved with an Arkan-
sas disaster relief team, visit 

absc.org/vols-and-missions/
disaster-relief.html.

Listen to a podcast with 
Terry Bostick, ABSC evan-
gelism and church health 
team leader at arkansas
baptist.org/abn-podcast
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SILOAM SPRINGS – “It was 
probably the longest ‘twinkling 
of an eye’ in history,” said Tony 
Crisswell, the pastor of Sugar-
loaf Baptist Church in Heber 
Springs who came to Mission 
Siloam to serve alongside his 
youth. Crisswell was react-
ing to the description of the 
“Fake Rapture” performed by 
his campers, one of the most 
creative and biblical pranks in 
recent camp history. 

Fun, games and pranks – 
like the Fake Rapture – are 
part of what makes a camp ex-
perience memorable; but Mis-
sion Siloam is about more. 

“One of our goals is to have 
campers investing in Camp 
Siloam and the community,” 
said Jason Wilkie, executive 
director at Camp Siloam. 
“However, the main goal is for 
individuals to build relation-
ships with one another, which 
strengthens the church. Work-
ing together is a great way to 
do it.” 

Eleven churches brought 
120 campers to Mission Si-
loam, which took place March 
23-27. During the week, camp-
ers found fellowship amid the 
challenge of serving and the 
unknowns of neighborhood 
ministry. 

“In the summertime, camp 

works for you. In the spring-
time, you work for the camp,” 
said Drew Johnson a 9-year-old 
from Grace Christian Fellow-
ship in Crossett. 

“It’s really fun,” he contin-
ued. “I thought it wouldn’t be 
fun at first, but I got to be with 
my friends and I got to make 
new friends.”

This year campers helped 
prepare the grounds for sum-
mer camp, dismantled old 
World War II bunk beds, 
served at a food pantry and 
kitchen in Siloam Springs, 
served at Cross Church’s Com-
passion Center in Springdale 
and conducted neighborhood 
ministry using Cross Church’s 
Impact van ministry. 

The neighborhood minis-
tries were the favorite part of 
Mission Siloam, many campers 
agreed. 

“I didn’t think it was going 
to be fun until I got there,” 
said Nikki Dyer, an eighth-
grader from First Baptist 
Church, Searcy. 

“I didn’t think it was going 
to go well because I don’t know 
how to share my faith,” agreed 
Janiah Shell, a seventh-grader 
with First Baptist, Searcy. 
“Once I knew their names it 
became easier.” 

Campers at Mission Si-

loam would go each afternoon 
to apartment complexes in 
Springdale and conduct camps 
similar to vacation Bible school 
for the children each day. They 
played games, performed 
skits, sang songs and taught a  
Bible story. As the campers 
built relationships with chil-
dren in the neighborhood, 
they got excited about return-
ing each day.

“We went to a Marshallese 
apartment complex for their 
benefit,” said Alex Holland, a 
high school senior from Sugar-
loaf Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Home. “But it’s one of the 
best experiences I’ve had in a 
long time.” 

Maggie Greer, a seventh-
grader from First Baptist, 
Searcy, said she really enjoyed 
the natural beauty of the 
camp. “At home, I would have 
watched TV, but here I was 
outside all spring break,” she 
said.

“I would recommend Mis-
sion Siloam,” said Crisswell. 
“The atmosphere, the Spirit of 
the Lord, that is what makes 
it what it is. I see these kids 
working and smiling; they are 
happy. As an adult, it is very 
refreshing to see. It restores my 
faith in young people.”

Mission accomplished.

Mission Siloam offers campers 
hands-on service opportunities

Eleven churches brought 120 campers to Mission Siloam March 23-27. The week was filled with worship, fellowship and service. Campers ministered in a variety of ways, which included doing neighborhood ministry, 
preparing Camp Siloam’s grounds for summer camp, serving at a food pantry and kitchen and more.
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  PASTOR

The First Baptist Church of Casa is seeking 
a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Three-bedroom, two-bath brick parson-
age furnished. Please send resumes to John 
Young, 27311 East St. Highway 10, Ola, AR 
72853 or email to johnandnancy@arkwest.
com. Phone number: 479-477-2900. Fol-
low the Lord’s lead! 

Wheatley Baptist Church is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time or bi-vocational 
pastor. Please submit resumes to P.O. Box 
227, Wheatley, AR 72392 or email huber-
tragsdale@gmail.com. 

Ash Flat Baptist Church seeking full-
time pastor. Send Resume to Dennis 
Lowe, P.O. Box 238, Ash Flat, AR 72513 or 
email dennislowe0328@yahoo.com. 

Toltec Baptist, small rural church, is seek-
ing a full-time or bi-vocational pas-
tor.  Please send resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, 1139 Toltec Road, Scott, AR or 
email to dmjluebke@gmail.com.

First Baptist Church at Ringgold, La., is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 566, Ringgold, LA 71068. Resumes re-
ceived between now and May 15, 2015, will 

be considered. Please pray for our church 
and our committee. 

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 
350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

Pickles Gap Baptist Church in Conway 
is seeking a full-time pastor. If you feel 
that God may be calling you, please send 
your resume with internet link/CD/DVD 
of sample sermons to Pickles Gap Baptist 
Church, Attn: Search Committee, #2  Pickles 
Gap Road, Conway, AR 72032.

Briarwood Baptist Church in Cabot is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time or bi-
vocational pastor. Please send resumes 
to briarwoodbaptistchurch@yahoo.com by 
April 17, 2015.

Gould First Baptist Church seeking a 
full-time pastor. Send resume to P.O. 
Box 375, Gould, AR 71643. 

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado (www.

ubceldorado.net) is prayerfully seeking a 
full-time pastor. If you feel the Lord is 
leading you to consider ministering to God’s 
congregation at Union, please mail your re-
sume with internet link/CD/DVD or sample 
sermons to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
JoAnne Greer, 649 Armer Road, El Dorado, 
AR 71730.

First Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resume to FBC Pastor Search Committee, 
348 W. Washington St., Camden, AR 71701, 
or email to timgunter@fbccamden.org. 

Bi-vocational or semi-retired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark 
tourist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Re-
sume to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Moun-
tain Pine is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to Cedar Glades Bap-
tist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 303 
Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 
71956.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 

is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

Winnwood Baptist Church seeks a 
senior pastor.  For further information 
check web page www.winnwood.org.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church in Mountain View is 
looking for a youth/family minister. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 27, Moun-
tain View, AR 72560 or to our email address 
at fbcmv@mvtel.net. 

Calvary Baptist Church is accepting re-
sumes for an interim minister to stu-
dents, beginning January 2015.  Resumes 
may be sent to office@calvarymo.com or P.O. 
Box 421, Republic, MO 65738, Attn: Person-
nel Team. For more information, call 417-
732-1405. 

Southside Baptist Church, Paris, Texas, 
seeks full-time music minister.  Blend-
ed worship service. Help with youth band 
on Wednesdays. Send resumes to bnorris@
suddenlink.net. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship lead-

er. Resumes may be sent to shbc@wind-
stream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of mu-
sic to lead our blended worship services. 
Located in central Arkansas, Union Valley 
has an average worship attendance of 
500. This individual will be responsible for 
directing adult and youth choirs, as well 
as the praise band. Send resume to tim-
sparks@centurytel.net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. 
Two bedrooms, two baths.  Email: lbram-
mer@charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Fort Walton Beach condo, sleeps 
eight, 20 percent discount. 501.920.7205.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Submit a classi� ed at 
arkansasbaptist.org/ 

submit-a-classi� ed

THE DEADLINE approaches 
for the Arkansas Baptist News’ 
(ABN) 11th annual A Tribute 
to Godly Mothers essay contest.

In an effort to honor all 
mothers, each year the ABN 
selects a Mother of the Year 
based on entries. 

The ABN issue prior to Moth-
er’s Day announces the winner 
and includes a tribute to the 
winner, which will be chosen 
based on the quality of mother-
hood, godliness of the woman 
being honored and the readabil-
ity of the essay submitted.

The winning mother will 

receive a special gift and will 
be honored in her church May 
3. To honor a 
mother you feel 
deserves recog-
nition, send the 
ABN a tribute 
about the mother 
you wish to nom-
inate.

T r i b u t e s 
should be no 
more than 300 
words and should include the 
mother’s full name and church 
home. They should also in-
clude the phone number and 

email address of the submitter.
The mother nominated  

must be a current 
member of an Ar-
kansas Southern 
Baptist church.

All tributes 
should be received 
in the ABN of-
fice no later than 
April 22.

To make a 
nomination, send 

your tribute to Arkansas Baptist 
News, 10 Remington Dr., Little 
Rock, AR 72204, or email it to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org.

April 22 deadline for Mother of Year contest

MAY 17 has been designated 
as the official 2015 Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) Day of 
Prayer.

Arkansas Baptists are 
encouraged to pray during 
the month of May for the 
work of their state Baptist 
newspaper, as well as for the 
work being done across the 
Natural State through the 
ministry of Arkansas 
Baptist churches and 
institutions.

“While the ABN 
staff and board of 
directors desire your 
prayers as we seek to 
further the gospel 
through our own 
work, we also want to draw 
attention to the wide range 
of kingdom work being 
done by Arkansas Baptists 
throughout the state,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor.

“Arkansas Baptists each 
week report to us about 
how God is at work in their 
churches and communities, 
and we are honored to be 
able to draw attention to and 
celebrate His deeds through 
the Day of Prayer on May 
17,” Yarbrough said. 

The focal Scripture pas-
sage of this year’s Day of 

Prayer is 2 Chronicles 7:14 
(ESV): “If my people who are 
called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and 
seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal 
their land.”

“This verse parallels the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-

vention’s current 
focus on prayer for 
revival and awaken-
ing,” Yarbrough said. 
“America is in des-
perate need of reviv-
al. May it start with 
Arkansas Baptists!”

In recognition of 
the 2015 ABN Day of Prayer, 
a special bulletin insert will 
be mailed to all Arkansas 
Baptist churches for distribu-
tion on May 17 or the follow-
ing Sunday. 

The insert is being pro-
duced by the ABN in coop-
eration with the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
executive and administrative 
team.

Members of the ABN staff 
and board of directors are 
available to speak on May 17 
or other times during May to 
support the emphasis.

ABN Day of Prayer May 17
ARKADELPHIA – The 
Ouachita Baptist University 
board of trustees approved 
numerous personnel-
related issues during 
the board’s quarterly 
meeting March 12 on 
Ouachita’s Arkadel-
phia campus. Actions 
ranged from approv-
ing new faculty and 
staff appointments to 
tenure, promotion and 
sabbatical recommendations.

Raouf Halaby, who has 
taught at Ouachita since 1973, 
was named professor emeritus 

of visual arts and English. Ha-
laby graduated from Ouachita 
in 1968 with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in English and 
earned the Master of 
Science in Education 
degree from Ouachita 
in 1970. He also holds 
a Doctor of Education 
degree from East Texas 
State University.

Halaby has served 
as a Ouachita faculty 

member for 42 years, begin-
ning in 1973 as an assistant 
professor of English. He was 
promoted to associate profes-

sor of English in 1980 and 
then to professor in 1988. In 
1994, he was named chair of 
the department of visual arts. 
Since 1998, he has continued 
to serve as professor of visual 
arts and English.

A scholar of English and 
American literature, the clas-
sics and art history, as well as 
a professional sculptor, Halaby 
regularly taught fine arts classes 
for Ouachita’s CORE curricu-
lum to students of all majors. 
Raised in western Jerusalem 
and Beirut, Lebanon, he came 
to the United States in 1965.

Ouachita trustees honor Halaby

Halaby
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sas State University in Jones-
boro. Af ter 
g r a d u a t i o n , 
she worked five 
years with the 
Arkansas Bap-
tist State Con-
vention. She 
was employed 
25 years with 

the Bryant School District. 
She was a member of Geyer 
Springs First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, for 48 years and  a 
member of the church choir. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents. She is survived by 
her husband of 52 years, Bob 
Taylor, a son, a grandson, two 
sisters, a brother and many 
other friends and relatives. 
Services were held March 19 
at Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church.

vention from 1963 to 1965. 
She studied at The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary  
in Louisville, Ky., and was 
an active partner in minis-
try with her husband at First 

Baptist Church, 
Clarksville; First 
Baptist Church, 
West Memphis, 
and Second Bap-
tist Church, Hot 
Springs. She is 
survived by four 

children, a son, seven grand-
children, nine great-grandchil-
dren, a sister and other rela-
tives. Her daughter, Carolyn 
Staley, served on staff of Pu-
laski Heights Baptist Church 
in Little Rock. A private me-
morial service was to be held.

Carita Anderson Taylor, 
of Benton, died March 14. 
She was a graduate of Arkan-

State University. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
a brother, four sisters and a 
nephew. He is survived by his 
wife of 56 years; three chil-
dren, seven grandchildren, a 
sister and many others. Memo-
rial services were held Feb. 16 
at Park Hill Baptist Church.

Emma Katherine “Kay” 
Yeldell, 94, of Maumelle, 
died March 18. She was the 
widow of Walter Lee Yeldell, 
who served as president of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-

Obituaries
Gerald E. “Jerry” Schleiff, 

79, died Feb. 14. 
He was born in 
Fort Smith and 
raised in nearby 
Charleston. He 
was a graduate 
of Ouachita Bap-
tist University in 
Arkadelphia and 

Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. After college, he taught 

First Baptist Church, 
Paragould, will hold revival 
services April 19-22 with evan-
gelist Phil Glisson from Mem-
phis, Tenn. Services be held 
at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m on 
Sunday and at 7 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday. 

River Valley Christian 
Life Corps (formerly known 
as Christian Women’s Job 
Corps and Christian Men’s 
Job Corps) in Fort Smith will 
host their Junk and Jewels out-
door yard sale on the parking 
lot of the Harvest Time church 
in Fort Smith from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. May 2. Donated items 
are being accepted. For more 
information, call the office at 
479-353-7001.

Church life

school in Hackett and pastored 
churches in Texas and Arkan-
sas, including Park Hill Bap-
tist Church, Arkadelphia. He 
and his wife, Barbara, served 
with the International Mission 
Board in Rhodesia (now Zim-
babwe) and Central/Southern 
Asia for 34 years. They retired 
in Arkadelphia, and for the 
last 15 years, they have opened 
their home to children of mis-
sionaries and other students 
attending Ouachita Baptist 
University and Henderson 

Ark. MAster’singers – The Arkansas Master’Singers perform a Concert of Worship March 12 at Hot Springs Baptist 
Church in Hot Springs. About 450 people attended the concert.

rAines retires – Oleta Raines (left) says a few words at her retirement 
reception as her husband, Ron, (beside her), family (right), friends and co-
workers look on. The Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) held a retire-
ment reception March 27 for Raines, who has ministered at the ABSC for 19 
years. Raines served as ministry assistant on the ABSC missions team, formerly 
the ABSC missions ministries team.

submit church news to 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org
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HOXIE – Acts 1:8 was put 
into action on Saturday, March 
28, with 54 believers from six 
churches in the Black River 
Baptist Association (BRBA) 
coming together to share the 
gospel in Hoxie and Walnut 
Ridge communities as part of 
the association’s Acts 1:8 Evan-
gelism/Mission Day.

The event was hosted by 
First Baptist Church, Walnut 
Ridge, and was under 
the leadership of Wil-
liam Vassar, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, 
Hoxie, who serves as the 
association’s missions 
team leader, and Jake 
Guenrich, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Walnut 
Ridge, who serves as the 
association’s evangelism 
team leader.

Mike McCoy, asso-
ciational missionary for 
Black River Baptist As-
sociation in Hoxie, said 
those who participated 
served in various ways, 
including distributing water 
bottles and hot coffee in front 
of Walmart, throwing a com-
munity block party, praying 
for awakening and revival, 
training people in Evangelism 
Explosion, witnessing to com-
munity members and visiting 
senior citizens at the local  

nursing home. 
“Through the efforts of 

these obedient Christians, 
we were able to pray over sev-
eral people, invite many un-
churched in the community 
to Sunday school and worship 
services and share the gospel 
with a number of others in 
their apartments and homes,” 
said Guenrich. “The Lord’s 
presence was definitely felt in 

the midst of the evangelism 
and mission efforts of all who 
served as His witnesses to the 
world, and we saw one individ-
ual come to faith in Christ!”

McCoy noted his apprecia-
tion for those who partnered 
with the association, including 
Tracy Archibald, Acts 1:8 One 

Day Mission Trip coordinator 
and block party coordinator 
for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, who helped with 
prayer walking and evange-
lism and who led a team from 
Green County Baptist Associa-
tion that provided equipment 
for and helped with block 
parties. McCoy said he is also 
thankful for Jerry Parke and 
his team from Walnut Street 

Baptist Church in Jones-
boro, who led in teach-
ing evangelism before 
the day’s activities began.

Guenrich noted that 
“these individuals helped 
in making the day a suc-
cess.”

“This event was good 
preparation for the state-
wide Acts 1:8 One Day 
Mission Trip in Octo-
ber,” said Archibald re-
ferring to the ABSC’s 
annual event.

Black River associa-
tion’s missions and evan-
gelism teams have three 

more Acts 1:8 events planned 
for the association this year. 
These will take place May 16 
at Alicia Baptist Church, Ali-
cia; Aug. 8 at New Song Bap-
tist Church in Williford, and 
Sept. 12 at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Newport.

“The reason we decided to 

Black River Bapt. Association churches reach out March 28

SPRINGDALE – Jay Shell, a 
Batesville attorney, has been 
appointed by Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) President 
Ronnie Floyd to serve on the 
convention Committee on 
Resolutions.

Shell is a member West 
Baptist Church in Batesville 
and serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation board of 
trustees.

“One of my responsibilities 
as president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention is to ap-
point a Committee on Resolu-
tions for our upcoming annual 
meeting in Columbus, Ohio. 
This very important and strate-
gic committee works diligently 
between now and when they 
give their report to our conven-
tion on Tuesday afternoon, 
June 16. In fact, they arrive 
in Columbus the week before 
the convention, ready to work 
daily until they accomplish 
their task,” said Floyd in an-
nouncing the committee.

Steve Gaines, senior pastor 

of Bellevue Baptist in Cor-
dova, Tenn., was appointed 
chairman of the committee. 
Matthew Hall, vice president 
for academic services at The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and 
a member of Clifton Baptist 
Church in Louisville, was ap-
pointed vice chairman.

“I have complete confidence 
in both of these men and know 
they will serve us in the highest 
manner,” said Floyd. “We have 
worked very diligently to put 
together a well-balanced, gifted 
committee that will represent 
our convention in the highest 
manner.”

Other members of the com-
mittee appointed were Ste-
phen Rummage, pastor, Bell 
Shoals Baptist Church, Bran-
don, Fla.; Rolland Slade, pas-
tor, Meridian Southern Bap-
tist, El Cajon, Calif.; Steven 
Lee, lead pastor, Redeemer 
City Church, Washington, 
D.C.; Berta Delgado-Young, 
communications editor, Pre-

Jay Shell appointed by Floyd to SBC Resolutions Committee

ARKADELPHIA – Fifty-
five people from numerous 
churches attended the second 
statewide senior adult prayer 
gathering March 27-28 at 
Third Street Baptist Church 
in Arkadelphia. The meeting 
was hosted by Red River Bap-
tist Association.

“There is a growing hun-
ger of the lay members of the 
churches to provide such op-
portunities in their churches 
and localities,” said Don 
Moore, retired executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC), 

following the event. 
Moore is assisting the 

ABSC with efforts to recruit 
senior adults to pray for spiri-
tual awakening.

“More people are coming 
to understand that the hope 
for our churches and nation 
is not having better leaders, 
but have almighty God mani-
fest Himself in saving, trans-
forming, redeeming power 
personally and publicly,” he 
said.

Local musicians Chris 
Riddle and Vonnie Smith 
provided the music for the 

worship and prayer times, 
said Moore, who added 
there were also representa-
tives from African-Ameri-
can churches and Hispanic 
churches. 

Speakers were Greg 
Lathem, pastor of the Third 
Street Baptist Church; Ger-
ald Taylor of Malvern, a re-
tired Arkansas pastor; Den-
nis Wilkins, interim associa-
tional missionary of North 
Pulaski Baptist Association, 
North Little Rock, and Greg 
Addison, ABSC associate ex-
ecutive director. 

55 attend Red River prayer gathering

have these missions activities 
was to have the opportunity 
for our people to have a king-
dom impact in their areas,” 
McCoy said. “For many, a mis-
sion trip to some distant place 
might not be for them. Now 
they can go on missions local-
ly, which may encourage other 
trips later. We have to start in 
our Jerusalem before we can go 
to the ‘uttermost.’”

Vassar said their vision 
for the evangelism/missions 
events is to “employ the sol-
diers of God and so present 
the gospel of Jesus Christ both 
in word and deed (so) that the 

people of the communities of 
Black River Baptist Associa-
tion leave their sin and follow 
Jesus as Lord and Savior.”

“This event was a great 
blessing for the participants 
to exercise obedience to the 
Great Commission and the 
love of God through fulfilling 
the Great Commandment,” he 
said. “We want all of Jackson, 
Lawrence, Sharp and Poinsett 
county to know the hope we 
have in Christ can be had by 
all.”

For more information, con-
tact Vassar at 870-886-2360 or 
Guenrich at 870-886-2722.

stonwood Baptist Church, 
Plano, Texas; Kathy Litton, 
pastor’s wife and leader of 
ministry to pastors’ wives for 
the North American Mission 
Board and member, First Bap-
tist Church, North Mobile, 
Saraland, Ala.; Jason Duesing, 

provost, Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kan-
sas City, Mo., Antioch Bible 
Baptist Church, Gladstone, 
Mo. (membership in process 
due to ministry relocation to 
Kansas City from Fort Worth, 
Texas, where his formal mem-

bership is still at the Travis 
Avenue Baptist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas), and Eric Gei-
ger, vice president, LifeWay 
Resources Division, Nashville, 
Tenn., and teaching pastor, 
New Vision Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro.

Members of Black River Baptist Association churches come together to minister to 
local communities as part of the association’s Acts 1:8 Evangelism/Mission Day.

Women make cotton candy during Black River Baptist 
Association’s evangelism/mission event.
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Regular exercise, healthy diet important for aging adults
EVERYONE AGES. When 
people are younger, exercise 
comes easier and many times 
is a natural outgrowth of their 
jobs and other activities. As 
people grow older and life ac-
tivities decrease, regular exer-
cise is important to maintain a 
healthy quality of life.

D o c t o r s 
agree there are 
many benefits 
to regular exer-
cise, including 
increased flex-
ibility, muscle 
tone, stron-
ger bones, re-
duced joint and muscle pain, 
improved mobility and bal-
ance, better sleep, stress relief, 
increase of good cholesterol, as 
well as reduced risk of heart 
disease and diabetes.

Not everyone enjoys regu-
lar exercise, but the truth is, 
it is important to get regular 

exercise and is never too late 
to start.

While not everyone is ready 
to start an everyday exercise 
regiment, it is important to 
remember it does not take 
hour upon hour in the gym to 
achieve results – a simple plan 
and sticking to it is key.

One of the keys to regular 
exercise is doing an activity 
that one enjoys. It could be 
hiking, biking or simply walk-
ing – or a combination of a 
number of activities. It is im-
portant to embrace exercise as 
a lifestyle and to continue it 
consistently.

Brian Lewis, a physical 
therapist, said exercise reaps 
the most benefits when it is 
made to be a part of an indi-
vidual’s regular routine. He 
emphasized the best program 
for aging adults is one that is 
well-rounded and includes a 
variety of activities.

“However, it 
is very impor-
tant to check 
with your doc-
tor before start-
ing an exercise 
program to 
ensure that 
you are healthy 

enough,” said Lewis in an ar-
ticle for NEA Baptist Health 
Clinic of Jonesboro. “A well-
founded exercise program 
often includes strength train-
ing for the muscle system, en-
durance for the cardiovascular 
system, balance exercises, a 
flexibility routine to provide 
mobility and last but not least, 
a program for pelvic floor 
muscles to reduce or eliminate 
incontinent episodes.”

Lewis said regular exercise 
can actually slow the aging 
process and add years to a per-
son’s life.

“Exercise benefits our heart, 
bones, brain, joints and even 
our mood,” he said, adding, 
“A study, published in the Ar-
chives of Internal Medicine in 
July 2011, shows that regular 
exercise can decrease the risk 
of mental decline and demen-
tia.”

Types of strength training 
includes free weights, resis-
tance bands, weight machines, 
weighted balls or one’s own 
body weight, explained Lewis. 

“It is generally recommend-
ed to strength train every other 
day, allowing worked muscles 
recovery time. Research re-
ports that even people in their 
80s can gain strength with just 

eight weeks of resistance train-
ing.”

Finally, a healthy diet of 
low-fat, high-fiber foods can re-
duce the chances of heart dis-
ease as a person ages, said Dr. 
Matthew Haustin, cardiologist 
with the NEA Baptist Clinic.

“A diet low in saturated fats, 
low salt and with multiple serv-
ings of fruits and vegetables 
with just enough calories to 
maintain an ideal body weight 
is best. Eating this kind of diet 
consistently while exercising 
regularly and maintaining an 

ideal body weight decreases 
our risk of heart disease, dia-
betes and hypertension.”

Haustin added that it is al-
ways a good idea to check the 
labels on foods consumed, as 
some foods are misleading re-
garding their content, “so you 
know exactly what you are put-
ting into your body.”

“The key to a healthy heart 
is always prevention,” he said.

For more health tips from 
NEA Baptist visit neabaptist-
clinic.com/asktheexpert/
healthtopics.

 ‘Exercise benefits our heart, bones, 
brain, joints and even our mood.’

Baptist Syncope Clinic opens
LITTLE ROCK – Imagine 
awakening from being un-
expectedly knocked out cold 
without ever being in a fight. 
That’s what it’s like for peo-
ple who experience severe 
symptoms of syncope.

Syncope is the brief loss 
of consciousness and pos-
ture caused by a temporary 
decrease in blood flow to 
the brain usually caused by 
a sudden decrease in blood 
pressure, a low heart rate 
or changes in blood flow. 
Other symptoms include 
light-headedness, falling for 
no reason, dizziness, drowsi-
ness, grogginess and/or feel-
ing unsteady or weak when 
standing.

Syncope can be triggered 
by stress, pain, pooling of 

blood in the legs due to sud-
den changes in body posi-
tion, overheating, dehydra-
tion, heavy sweating, exhaus-
tion, violent coughing fits or 
a side effect of medications. 
Other syncope episodes can 
be the result of heart, neuro-
logic, psychiatric, metabolic 
or lung disorders.

“We’re pleased to 
offer this new one-of-a-
kind clinic that uses a 
unique, standardized ap-
proach to care for syncope  
patients,” said Dr. Ste-
phen Greer, a cardi-
ologist with Arkansas  
Cardiology and the Baptist 
Health Heart Institute.”

The clinic is located at 
9501 Baptist Health Drive, 
Suite 600, in Little Rock.
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Editor’s note: A version of this article 
originally appeared in Arkansas Christian 
Parent magazine. 

Jennifer Booth
Special to ABN

Our children are born with a me-first 
mentality. As newborns, they de-

mand our time and attention to feed, dia-
per and entertain them. And as they grow 
older, they began to stake a claim on what 
is “mine.” 

Today’s so-
ciety provides 
many opportu-
nities for our 
chi ldren to 
practice me-first 
thinking. All too 
often our chil-
dren are caught 
up in what’s 
“theirs” or what their friends have. They 
have a difficult time having compassion 
for other people. Yes, some children are 
born with more tender or sensitive hearts, 
but in general, being compassionate does 
not come naturally to children.

As parents, we have the difficult task of 
developing compassionate hearts in our 
children. We are battling messages from 
the media and the world that tell our chil-
dren they should live life to the fullest and 
do the things that feel good. Very rarely 
do we see compassion in action portrayed 
on TV. 

On occasion, news shows will report 
about “Good Samaritan” deeds. But more 
often than not, we are bombarded with all 
the bad that goes on in the world.

What is compassion? Compassion is 
defined, on dictionary.com, as “a feeling 
of deep sympathy and sorrow for another 
who is stricken by misfortune, accompa-
nied by a strong desire to alleviate the suf-
fering.” In other words, it is seeing a need 
and wanting to do something about it.

Why should we teach our children to 
be compassionate? God commands us to 
be compassionate in His Word. 

“Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you” (Eph. 4:32, NIV). 
And if we are to model Christ, then we 

are to be compassionate, just as He was. 
Matthew 9:36 (NIV) tells us, “When 

he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

So, how do we develop a compassionate 
heart in our children? For starters, they 
have to see compassion lived out in us. 
If we are not providing the example, they 
will not take our efforts to teach them 

seriously. We 
don’t have to be 
perfect to set a 
good example. 
Our children 
need to see us 
make mis-
takes and 
acknowl -
edge the 
t i m e s 

when we could have been more 
compassionate.

Here are a few ways to develop 
a compassionate heart in our chil-
dren:

Compassion begins in the 
home. Before children can exer-
cise compassion toward others, they 
must learn to be compassionate to-
ward their family. Teach your children 
to say, “I’m sorry,” when they’ve wronged 
a family member. 

Encourage your children to 
do random acts of kindness 
for family members. Ex-
amples would be making a 
sibling’s bed, taking care of 
another family member’s 
chores or doing an unex-
pected “good deed” for 
a family member.

Encourage them 
to be kind and 
thoughtful to their 
friends and class-
mates. Too often 
our children are 
faced with choices to re-
taliate when someone 
is mean to them. Teach 

them to express emotions in a healthy way.
Show them how to be a good friend. 

With bullying incidents on the rise, your 
children need to know how to stand up 
for a friend. Your children can report the 
bullying if the friend is afraid to do so.

Open their eyes to the needs of others.
Consider serving meals at a homeless shel-
ter on a regular basis. This will provide the 
opportunity for your children to see their 
personal blessings of abundant shelter, 
food and clothing.

To read all 15 suggestions in the full 
article, visit arkansasbaptist.org/raising-
children.

Media Minds
Excerpts from pluggedin.comFaith&Family “Train up a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it...”

 Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV)

For full reviews on these and other 
movies, visit pluggedin.com

Raising loving children in a me-first world

It tells the tale of a group 
of science geeks who use 
their gifts to battle evil in 
a city-crunching finale. 
But it consistently deliv-
ers the sense that there’s 
more at play than that. 
It’s less about powered-up 
whiz-bang and more about 
“somebody has to help.” It’s 
less about superheroes and 
more about exploring the 
idea that a diverse group of 
friends become something 
of a makeshift support sys-
tem — a family — for a child 
who’s lost everything and 
everyone. ...

Add in solid lessons of 
teamwork, friendship, deal-
ing with grief in a healthy 
way and exhortations on 
the emptiness of revenge. 

‘Big Hero 6 ’

Early on, the Boov 
blunderer Oh accurately 
describes his fellows as the 
“best species ever ... at run-
ning away.” So it would 
make sense, then, that fam-
ilies should start running 
away from this animated 
alien flick, right?

Well, maybe not so fast.
Sure, the movie’s a tad 

derivative. It’s packed with 
enough toilet bowl giggles 
to make even an 8-year-old 
boy roll his eyes. ...

But Home has its bub-
ble-eyed sweet side. In the 
midst of fast-paced antics 
and pratfalls, tykes will find 
some solid encouragement 
to look beneath the sur-
face and seek out the heart 
and unique qualities of the 
“misfits” around them. 

‘Home’

Ways to serve with your children in your community
THERE ARE NUMEROUS ways par-
ents can serve the community with their 
children. Below are a few examples to 
spur your imagination:

– Volunteer in your local food bank or 
church’s food pantry.

– Serve meals at a homeless shelter.

– Visit a child’s home and play with 
the children who live there.

– Adopt an older neighbor and help 
them out by taking care of their lawn, 
cleaning their home, running errands for 
them or taking them to doctors’ appoint-
ments.

– Sign up to walk in a benefit for a 
charity. Most 5K events have a shorter 
family walk. Learn about the charity 
before the event and commit to raising 
funds for the walk.

– Volunteer at your local animal 
shelter.

 ‘Children have to see com-
passion lived out in us. ... 

We don’t have to be perfect 
to set a good example.’
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Charles A. Collins
missionary

Spain

There is a progression present in 
Zechariah 13:1-9 that begins with 
cleansing water and concludes with 
refining fire. Both of these elements, 
water and fire, have effects that are 
unique. 

The fountain 
mentioned declares 
cleansing from sin 
and impurity. It 
must be opened. It 
could refer to the 
promised Messiah 
of John 4:7-26. It 
is certainly He who 
is the “He” of 1 John 1:9, 
which promises cleansing 
from sin to those who will 
confess.

This process is leading 
up to the conclusion of a 
refined people. God will 
“refine them like silver 
and test them like gold” 
(Zech. 13:9). 

There are numerous ar-
ticles available to a person 
who would like to learn 
more about this process. 
Space will not permit such a discus-
sion, but some things will become 
obvious. Refinement is a very delicate 
and precise process. It demands a lot of 
time and patience. It insists that there 
be the strict and constant watch of 
God, the Refiner. Lastly, there must be 

lots of heat, but that heat must not be 
too much, lest it become destructive, 
or too little, lest it become nonproduc-
tive. 

This statement makes a lot of sense 
to me as I consider my own life. It helps 

me understand 
God’s refining pro-
cess in it. Some-
times He is like 
water and some-
times like fire. I 
want the refining 
process to be brief 
and done with. I 

thought that I would have 
come to the point where 
I didn’t need it. That has 
not happened. God is pre-
paring me for eternity, not 
for the moment. It is often 
said, “God will not put 
more on you than you can 
bear.” That is not true. If 
it were, we would not need 
God’s help. 

Paul adds to the dis-
cussion in 1 Corinthians 
3:10-15. There will be sal-

vation, but the “builder” referenced 
in this passage will be saved as “one 
escaping through the flames.” Paul 
says we will “suffer loss.” However, in 
losing, we will gain more than we lost 
because all we lost wasn’t worth having 
anyway. 

Jesus was resurrected to the right hand 
of the throne of God, with author-
ity above all other authorities, and a 
Name above every other name (Eph. 
1:19-23).     

Christians, too, are offered eternal 
reward. Salvation 
comes by grace, 
through faith 
(Eph. 2:8-9), but 
it means enduring 
hardship for the 
sake of Christ. It 
means taking up 
one’s cross to fol-

low the Lord and, like 
Jesus, sacrificing one’s 
life to save it. In 1 Cor-
inthians, Paul encourages 
believers to live in light of 
the hope of heaven, being 
mindful of their eternal 
goal and disciplining 
themselves in order to 
“run in such a way” as to 
win (1 Cor. 9:24-27). Fol-
lowing Jesus means that 

Christians say, “No,” to things that 
may be pleasurable at the present time 
but ultimately distract from the gospel, 
and they say, “Yes,” to things that may 
be difficult at the present time but are 
necessary for obedience. It requires 
sacrifice in this life but will result in 
reward, as it did for Jesus, in the life 
to come. 

Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

Habakkuk lived in a confusing world 
in which things at best were not good. 
His strong and personal belief was in a 
God who was in charge and had total 
control. He could not understand if 
this was true why things were in such 
a total mess. His 
questions ref lect 
a sense of confu-
sion and personal 
questioning of how 
things could have 
been so wrong. He 
goes to God for an-
swers to hard ques-
tions (Hab. 1). He prob-
ably got more than he was 
prepared emotionally to 
receive.

Habakkuk paints an 
ugly picture of life before 
God as if God did not 
know already what was 
going on. 

His question is basi-
cally this: “God, now 
that You know about this 
mess that we are in, what 
are You going to do about 
it?” 

I sense that God could have re-
sponded something like this: “I’m glad 
that you asked. I hate to tell you, but if 
you think things are bad now, just wait 
– they are going to get even worse.”

Habakkuk’s hard questions re-

ceived God’s hard answers. There is 
no good way to give bad news. God 
began to let Habakkuk know what He 
had planned. Life as usual was going 
to come to an abrupt stop. God was 
preparing the enemy who would come 

and make life mis-
erable for His peo-
ple. There was no 
other way. God’s 
people had ceased 
to live godly lives 
and there was a 
price to pay (Rom. 
6:23).

Hard answers are not 
hopeless answers. 

“But the righteous will 
live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4; 
Rom. 1:17).

Habakkuk 3:17-18 de-
scribes a desolate situa-
tion. Even though times 
are hard, he will rejoice in 
his Lord and be joyful in 
God his Savior. 

Life is not much bet-
ter today. Our concept 
of Christianity is often 

simple and wrong. God is not here to 
serve us. A prosperity gospel is not a 
gospel. It is quite possible that God 
has some hard answers to our ques-
tions. For Habakkuk, the enemy 
was coming; for the world today, the 
enemy is already here. 

A parent stays up all night with a 
sick child. A child makes a handprint 
picture for his or her parents. A friend 
takes a day of vacation to help anoth-
er friend unpack boxes after a move. 
Church members prepare meals for 
a bereaved fam-
ily. Love is much 
more than spoken 
words. Love is re-
vealed in action. 
A sleepless night, a 
gift given, effort ex-
pended and meals 
prepared on behalf 
of another reveal the love 
in the heart of the one act-
ing.   

Jesus showed His love 
for the Father by submit-
ting to the Father’s will. 
Jesus showed His love for 
Christians by laying down 
His life for their sins. 
Love always costs the lover 
something for the benefit 
of the beloved. Love cost 
the Father His Son for the 
benefit of sinners; it cost the Son His 
life for the benefit of the Father; and it 
costs Christians their lives for the ben-
efit of Jesus. 

Jesus said, “You are My friends if 
you do what I command you” (John 
15:14).

Christians show their love for Jesus  

Christ by surrendering to Him as 
Lord and submitting to His leader-
ship, just as He submitted Himself to 
the Father. 

It is one thing to profess love for 
Jesus; it is another to prove it with 

actions. Many 
people have emo-
tional experiences 
in church, which 
are exhilarating 
in the moment 
but do not result 
in lasting repen-
tance. This does 

not reveal a true love for 
Jesus. Other people make 
unfulfilled commitments 
in a desperate attempt 
to bargain with God, to 
gain His favor or to have a 
prayer request answered. 
This does not reveal a true 
love for Jesus either. 

One of the most dis-
turbing passages in Scrip-
ture is Matthew 7:21-23, 
where on Judgment Day, 

many proclaim their love for Jesus, but 
their actions reveal the true contents 
of their hearts: There is no actual love 
there. They did not follow God’s com-
mands. 

To abide in the love of Jesus, a be-
liever seeks out His commands and 
then obediently follows them.     

Daniel Johnson
minister to students

First Baptist 
Dover

A refined people
ZECHARIAH 13:1-9
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Charles A. Collins
missionary

Spain

When a person sets a goal, often 
they must make sacrifices to meet that 
goal. 

Athletes spend hours practicing and 
training their bodies so that when it’s 
time to play the game, they get a win. 
Students spend 
countless hours 
reading and study-
ing in pursuit of an 
education so that 
when graduation 
day comes, they 
receive a diploma. 
Often the success-
ful pursuit of a goal means 
saying, “No,” to things 
that may be enjoyable in 
the short run but that 
would hinder the achieve-
ment of that goal in the 
long run.  

Jesus came to earth 
with the goal of redeem-
ing mankind. Achieving 
this meant obedience to 
His Father. Therefore, sub-
missively, He said, “No,” to the com-
forts of heaven for a time and humbled 
Himself, taking the form of a servant; 
He said, “Yes,” to suffering a humiliat-
ing death (Phil. 2:5-9). 

He gave up everything to achieve 
His goal, and through His obedience, 
God the Father exalted Him as no 
one else ever has been or ever will be. 

Exalted like no other
EPHESIANS 1:7-10, 18-23

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Hard questions, harder answers
HABAKKUK 1:1-6, 12-13, 2:1-4

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Stick with love 
JOHN 15:9-14

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

APRIL 19, 2015
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