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SBC ethicist: Arkansas 
LGBT ordinance ‘troubling’
FAYETTEVILLE – Rus-
sell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
(ERLC), has weighed in on a 
controversial pro-homosexu-
al/transgender ordinance ap-
proved by the Fayetteville City 
Council in August, 
describing it as “one 
of the most broadly 
written and troubling 
nondiscr iminat ion 
bills I’ve ever seen, 
stipulating religious 
exemptions only for 
the most narrow of cir-
cumstances, which will 
endanger untold numbers of 
men and women seeking to 
live out their gospel faith.”

The ordinance’s weakness 
on religious liberty is especial-
ly objectionable to Southern 
Baptists, said Moore.

“Religious freedom doesn’t 

arrive by majority vote and 
can’t be negotiated away by 
majority vote,” he said.

Southern Baptist leaders 
in northwest Arkansas are ex-
pressing hope voters will reject 
the ordinance, turning back a 
significant threat to religious 

liberty in the city. A 
vote on the ordinance 
was held Dec. 9 – after 
the Arkansas Baptist 
News’ (ABN) went to 
press. For the election 
result and continu-
ing coverage from the 
ABN visit arkansasbap-
tist.org.

Within a month following 
approval of the ordinance af-
fording civil rights protections 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people, 
its foes collected enough 

North Little Rock Police Chief Mike Davis speaks at Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock’s mental health forum 
Dec. 1. About 250 people attended the event which highlighted the changing attitudes towards mental health. 
Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Forum highlights Church role in mental health
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK – 
Suicide. Anxiety. Depression. 

These words often seem 
taboo in churches. But atti-
tudes are changing. 

Changing Attitudes was 
the theme of a mental health 
forum held Dec. 1 by Park Hill 
Baptist Church, North Little 

Rock. About 250 people at-
tended the event.

Garrick Conner, disciple-
ship pastor at Park Hill Bap-
tist Church, said the idea of 
“changing attitudes” refers 
to two things: (1) how the 
Church’s attitude is already 
changing in regard to minis-
tering to those with mental 
and emotional issues and (2) 
how the Church needs to help 

change others’ attitudes and 
fight the stigma associated 
with mental issues.

The forum emphasized how 
churches can help those with 
mental illness, and it high-
lighted area resources like sup-
port groups and counseling 
services. 

The event featured a Ark. Baptists celebrate Christmas
AS 2014 DRAWS to a close, 
Arkansas Baptists are finishing 
strong. Churches throughout 
the state are celebrating the 
birth of Christ through minis-
try and events. 

Two churches in the Har-
risburg area recently joined to-
gether to offer Back to Bethle-
hem, an indoor living nativity. 
The event, which was held on 
several nights, was put on by 
Central Community Church, 
Harrisburg, and McCormick 
Baptist Church, Trumann. 
Viewers were able to experi-
ence the sights, sounds and 
tastes of the biblical city while 
enjoying the live nativity. 

Dave Jackson, worship and 
family minister at Central 
Community Church, said 
about 200 people in total at-

tended. The gospel was pre-
sented and tracts were passed 
out each night. The gospel 
message was presented by 
Jackson; Terry Tacker, former 
pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Harrisburg, and Mil-
ton Cowling, pastor of Central 
Community Church.

“Our prayer is that Back 
to Bethlehem encouraged 
and challenged all to always 
have room for Jesus in our 
lives and hearts,” Jackson 
said. “Our intent was to pull 
back the curtain of years and 
get a glimpse of a simpler 
time. It reminds us that even 
then few people had time or 
were even looking for Christ. 
Don’t miss the true meaning 

See FORUM page 11

See CHRISTMAS page 6

Arkansas Baptist News to resume publication Jan. 15
LITTLE ROCK – This is 
the last edition of the Arkan-
sas Baptist News (ABN) for 
2014. The ABN will resume 
its print schedule on Jan. 15. 
The ABN traditionally skips 
the last December print edi-
tion.

“Due to the way the holi-
days fall this year, there will 
be an extra week between our 
final 2014 print edition and 
the first 2015 print edition,” 
said Tim Yarbrough, ABN ed-
itor/executive director. “This 
is unfortunate, but unavoid-
able.”

However, Yarbrough said 

the ABN will publish at least 
two ABN Link e-publications 
during the holidays, as well as 
continue to update its website, 
arkansasbaptist.org, and up-

date its Twitter and Facebook 
news feeds.

“If subscribers haven’t 
signed up for ABN Link, this 
would be an excellent time 
to do it,” he said. “ABN Link 
is free to nonsubscribers and 
typically includes stories that 

were previously published in 
our print edition. However, 
during the holiday period, 
the ABN staff plans to add 
previously unpublished sto-
ries as well.”

Yarbrough said to sub-
scribe to ABN Link, simply 
go to arkansasbaptist.org/
abnlink and sign up with an 
email address. Additionally, 
the ABN Facebook and Twit-
ter news feeds are accessible 
by typing in “arkbaptnews” 
or “Arkansas Baptist News” 
in the search bar (Facebook 
and Twitter accounts are re-
quired).

See ORDINANCE page 3
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ABSC evangelism conference set for Jan. 26-27

SHERWOOD – The 2015 
State Conference on Evange-
lism and Church Growth will 
be held at First Baptist Church 
in Sherwood, Jan. 26-27.

The two-day event will start 
at 1 p.m., Monday, Jan. 26 
and continue until 1:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 27.

As in past years, a Prayer 
Leaders’ Workshop will be 
held immediately prior to the 
start of the conference from 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The 
workshop will feature Alvin 
Reid, professor of evangelism 
and student ministry at South-
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.

A new feature of this year’s 
conference will be workshops 
held during lunch on Tuesday, 
said Terry Bostick, team leader 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention evangelism and 
church health team.

“This is our last big chance 
to promote and push church 
revitalization, which is also 
connected to the state prayer 

emphasis. We’re going to refo-
cus on evangelism and church 
growth. The workshops are 
going to be a part of that too,” 
said Bostick.

“We’re already hearing 
good stories about churches 
that are engaging in the re-
vitalization process, putting 
their teams together,” he said. 
“We hope to give a little bit 
of an update and encourage 
churches in that journey, and 
help build some momentum 
for the state.”

Bostick said he feels it is im-
portant for pastors and other 
church staff to attend the evan-
gelism conference if they can.

“It really does set the tenor 
of the year for a lot of our 
churches,” he said. “It helps 
the pastor to get excited about 
evangelism and about what 
God can do in his church. 
We want these guys that come 
to speak to infect us. Most of 
them are very good at grow-
ing churches and reaching lost 
people. We want that to light 

our fires for revival here.”
The lunchtime workshops 

“are the practical part” of the 
conference, designed to equip 
pastors and other leaders, Bo-
stick said.

“(It’s during the workshops) 
where these key leaders can 
share mechanically what it 
looks like in a church, so we 
can take away some practical 
stuff. So it’s not just a preach-
ing conference. … And that 
works good with church revi-
talization, because that’s what 
it’s designed to do.”

Bostick added, “It’s called a 
‘working lunch.’ They’ll get a 
box lunch. Then they’ll have 
about an hour to dialogue 
with the speaker, and he’ll 
have information to present.”

Featured speakers for the 
conference include Kevin 
Hamm, pastor of Gardendale 
First Baptist Church, Garden-
dale, Ala.; Tom Elliff, former 
president of the International 
Mission Board; Michael Catt, 
pastor of Sherwood Baptist 

Church, Albany, Ga.; Robert 
Smith, professor of Christian 
preaching at Beeson Divin-
ity School, Birmingham, Ala.; 
Steve Gaines, pastor of Bellev-
ue Baptist Church, Cordova, 
Tenn.; Brent Crowe, vice pres-
ident of Student Leadership 
University, Orlando, Fla., and 
Reid.

The Tuesday workshops 
and leaders are as follows: Pas-
tors’ Lunch and Workshop 
with Gaines, Ministers of 
Music Lunch and Workshop 
with recording artist Charles 
Billingsley, Student Pastors’ 
Lunch and Workshop with 
Crowe, Ministers’ Wives 
Lunch and Fellowship and the 
Preschool and Children’s Min-
istry Lunch and Fellowship.

Worship will be led by 
Billingsley, worship leader at 
Thomas Road Baptist Church, 
Lynchburg, Va.

For more information, 
contact Karen West at 501-
376-4791, ext. 5128, or email 
kwest@absc.org.

Fed. judges overturn Arkansas, Mississippi gay marriage bans
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
and Mississippi became the lat-
est two states Nov. 19 to have 
state-mandated gay marriage 
bans overturned by federal 
judges, but both orders are on 
hold as states consider appeals 
to the ruling.

Both Arkansas and Missis-
sippi had voter-approved con-
stitutional amendments pass 
in 2004 that defined marriage 
as being between one man and 
one woman.

In Arkansas, U.S. District 
Judge Kristine Baker ruled 
in favor of two same-sex cou-
ples who had challenged the 
amendment, the Associated 
Press (AP) reported. The cou-
ples argued that the ban violat-
ed the U.S. Constitution and 
discriminated based on sexual 
orientation.

“The fact that Amendment 
83 was adopted by referendum 
does not immunize it from fed-

eral constitutional scrutiny,” 
Baker wrote in her ruling.

In addition to the amend-
ment, Mississippi passed a law 
in 1997 that bans same-sex 
marriage, the AP 
reported.

The AP re-
ported that in 
Mississippi, U.S. 
District Judge 
Carlton Reeves 
wrote in his ruling, 
“The Fourteenth 
Amendment op-
erates to remove 
the blinders of in-
equality from our 
eyes. Though we 
cherish our tradi-
tional values, they 
must give way to 
constitutional wisdom. Missis-
sippi’s traditional beliefs about 
gay and lesbian citizens led it 
to defy that wisdom by taking 
away fundamental rights owed 

to every citizen. It is time to 
restore those rights.”

Reeves added, “Today’s de-
cision may cause uneasiness 
and concern about the change 

it will bring. But 
‘(t)hings change, 
people change, 
times change, and 
Mississippi chang-
es, too.’”

In Arkansas, 
the ruling said 
the state’s mar-
riage laws and 
the amendment 
violate the U.S. 
Constitution by 
“precluding same-
sex couples from 
exercising their 
fundamental right 

to marry in Arkansas, by not 
recognizing valid same-sex 
marriages from other states, 
and by discriminating on the 
basis of gender,” Baker wrote.

Baker put the ruling on 
hold, anticipating an appeal 
to the 8th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, based in St. Louis.

A spokesman for Arkan-
sas Attorney General Dustin 
McDaniel said McDaniel 
was reviewing the ruling 
and would decide after 
the Thanksgiving holiday 
whether to appeal in consul-
tation with Republican At-
torney General-elect Leslie 
Rutledge in Arkansas, the 
AP reported. Mississippi 
officials had already said 
they planned to appeal any 
ruling that overturned the law, 
the AP reported.

Across the U.S., judges have 
ruled against bans similar to 
Arkansas’ since the U.S. Su-
preme Court struck down part 
of a federal anti-gay marriage 
law in June 2013. Same-sex 
marriage is legal in more than 
half of the U.S.

Reid Hamm Elliff Catt Smith Gaines Crowe

Black, white Baptists
react to NYC verdict
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
Black and white Southern 
Baptists reacted with grief 
following a grand jury’s 
decision not to indict a 
white police officer in the 
choke hold death of a New 
York City man despite a 
widely viewed video of the 
incident. A Staten Island 
grand jury declined Dec. 
3 to bring an indictment 
against officer Daniel Pan-
taleo in spite of a ruling by 
the New York City medi-
cal examiner’s office that 
Eric Garner’s death was 
a homicide. Pantaleo is 
shown in a video posted 
online restraining Garner, 
43, with a choke hold and 
forcing him face down 
onto the sidewalk with 
the help of other officers. 
While prone, Garner is 
heard saying at least eight 
times, “I can’t breathe.” K. 
Marshall Williams, presi-
dent of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s National 
African American Fellow-
ship, called the grand ju-
ry’s action an “outrageous 
verdict” that is “a clarion 
call to us to be light in the 
midst of so much dark-
ness.”

Sudanese police destroy 
churches, beat believers
NORTH KHARTOUM, 
Sudan (BP) – The govern-
ment of Sudan has ac-
celerated its persecution 
of Christians since mid-
November, confiscating 
church grounds and beat-
ing and arresting believers 
in at least three attacks in 
North Khartoum, Sudan, 
the Morning Star News re-
ported. On Dec. 2, armed 
police in nine vehicles 
broke through the main 
gate of Khartoum Bahri 
Evangelical Church, beat-
ing everyone they encoun-
tered. Officers surround-
ed the complex, prevent-
ing anyone from fleeing 
or entering, and beat and 
arrested 38 Christians 
for refusing to surrender 
their property to the gov-
ernment.
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Bible museum construction nears in Washington
WASHINGTON (BP) – Con-
struction on the Museum of 
the Bible began Dec. 1 as the 
final tenants left the Washing-
ton, D.C., site that will house 
the building just three blocks 
from the U.S. Capitol, said 
Steve Green, museum board 
chairman.

Presenting the archeologi-
cal evidence of the people, 
places and events of the Bible 
in a non-evangelistic way will 
hopefully prove the truth of 
the Book, but leave people to 
decide for themselves whether 
to accept Jesus as Lord, Green 
told Baptist Press.

“Evangelism would not be 
a direct result. The museum 
would be nonsectarian,” 
Green said. 

“Our role is just to present 
the information. But I think 
that, and our hope is that, it 
would change peoples’ lives, 
that they would realize that 
this Book is something for 
them to consider and would 
embrace its principles and live 
accordingly.”

General contractor Clark 
Construction is already de-
molishing the interior of the 
former Washington Design 
Center that will house the mu-

seum but began construction 
in earnest as the final tenants’ 
leases expire. The eight-story, 
430,000-square-foot museum 
is slated to open in 2017 with 
$800 million in assets.

“We want to invite all peo-
ple to engage with this Book,” 
Green said. “We think educa-
tion is the first goal, for people 
to realize how this Book has 
impacted their lives, and then 
consider the principles and 
apply them to their own lives 
because of the benefits that it 
brings.”

The museum will house the 
Green Collection, the world’s 
largest private collection of 
rare biblical texts and artifacts, 
but will also feature additional 
exhibits designed to immerse 
visitors of all ages into interac-
tive, biblically-based settings. 
The Green family, owners of 
the Hobby Lobby retail chain, 
amassed the collection over 
the past five years and has 
presented it to the public in 
a traveling exhibit that Green 
said has changed the lives of 
its viewers.

“We’ve had many that have 
indicated – and they’ve gone 
through our traveling exhibit – 
it has strengthened their faith 

for example,” Green said of 
his collection. “They are en-
couraged by the fact that they 
can actually see the evidence 
that shows that what they have 
been taught is accurate. We 
believe that many will be en-
couraged and their faith will 
be strengthened because of the 
evidence that is presented.”

“There have been many 
atheists, for example, when 
they are willing to just let the 
evidence lead to its natural 
conclusion,” Green said, “I 
think it leads them to realize 
that this Book is accurate in 
what it claims to be.”

The Bible’s history, impact 
and narrative will constitute  

the main focus of the muse-
um, Green said, showing the 
reliability of Scripture as a his-
torical document.

“I think the evidence shows 
that the Bible is accurate,” 
Green said. “But we won’t say 
it’s accurate; we just present 
the information, and we will 
let the visitor make their own 
decision.”

The museum will present 
the history of the Bible’s nar-
rative and show its impact on 
society, Green said.

The museum will allow 
visitors to explore the Bible’s 
impact on world culture and 

The Museum of the Bible’s Impact floor, dedicated to the Bible’s influence on our 
world, will include real-time social media and a high-tech, interactive video record-
ing booth for visitors. Photo courtesy of C&G Partners

continued from page one
ORDINANCE
signatures within a month to 
place its repeal on the ballot in 
a special election.

Among those sharing a 
measure of optimism the or-
dinance would be repealed by 
voters were a Fayetteville pastor 
and the local Baptist director 
of missions. The local Cham-
ber of Commerce, meanwhile, 
has added its voice for repeal.

Douglas Falknor, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Fayette-
ville, said he is “cautiously op-
timistic” the ordinance will be 
repealed.

Ron Lomax, director of 
missions for the Washington 
Madison Baptist Association, 
said he is “very hopeful” re-
garding repeal, “if people from 
our church congregations and 
businesses will get out and 
vote.” Lomax cited churches 
and businesses because the 
ordinance infringes on reli-
gious freedom and institutes a 
“more difficult business envi-
ronment,” he said in an email 
interview.

The Fayetteville ordinance 
includes real or perceived “gen-

der identity, gender expres-
sion” and “sexual orientation” 
among a list of classifications 
deserving protection from dis-
crimination in employment 
and housing. It also bars dis-
crimination by establishments 
that provide “goods, services, 
accommodations and enter-
tainment to the public,” which 
would include hotels, restau-
rants and other businesses.

In addition, the measure 
creates the new post of civil 
rights administrator for the 
investigation of complaints, 
the mediation of disputes and 
recommendations of prosecu-
tion.

Despite amendments by the 
city council, religious and con-
science rights remain vulner-
able under the ordinance, its 
opponents contend. Among 
the concerns:

– Churches could be pros-
ecuted if they refuse to hire 
gay or transgender people for 
“secular” staff posts.

– Christian schools and 
bookstores could be required 
to violate their beliefs in their 
employment practices.

– Business owners with reli-
gious objections could be pros-
ecuted for declining to provide 

their services for same-sex wed-
dings or commitment ceremo-
nies.

A spokeswoman for Al-
liance Defending Freedom 
(ADF), a leading advocate for 
religious liberty, said the ordi-
nance fails to fulfill American 
government’s responsibility 
to safeguard the freedoms of 
speech and conscience.

“Passing laws that guarantee 
special protections for some 
but punish others is a reckless 
avoidance of this duty,” said 
Kellie Fiedorek, ADF litiga-
tion staff counsel, in an email 
interview with Baptist Press. 
“If this ordinance is enacted, 
people of all backgrounds 
and beliefs would be forced 
to accept, endorse and even 
promote government-dictated 
messages, ideas and events, 
even if they violate their deep-
est convictions.

“Fayetteville is already a di-
verse and tolerant place: the 
government should not use 
its power to coerce any Ar-
kansan, under threat of pun-
ishment, to surrender his or 
her constitutionally protected 
freedoms,” Fiedorek said. 
“Coercion is not an American 
value.”

Passage of the Fayetteville 
ordinance appears to mark 
the first win in a new South-
ern campaign to extend LGBT 
rights. 

The Human Rights Cam-
paign (HRC), the country’s 
largest political organization 
that promotes LGBT rights, 
announced in April such an 
effort with an $8.5 million 
budget over three years in 
Alabama, Arkansas and Mis-
sissippi. On Nov. 10, HRC un-
veiled its “All God’s Children” 
religious outreach to persuade 
Mississippians that homosexu-
ality is compatible with Chris-
tianity.

The Chamber of Com-
merce in Fayetteville, accord-
ing to a Nov. 10 memo by its 
president, Steve Clark, said the 
city had failed to address the 
organization’s numerous ques-
tions about enforcement of 
the ordinance, including some 
regarding religious freedom.

The chamber board’s posi-
tion has encouraged the re-
peal effort and has been “very 
helpful for offering a different 
face/perspective for repeal,” 
Falknor said.

Reporting by Baptist Press and 
the Arkansas Baptist News.

See MUSEUM page 6

Love sent in buckets
to help AIDS victims
NAIROBI, Kenya (BP) – 
Rosemary opened up the 
5-gallon plastic bucket and 
pulled out gifts, including 
a set of new bedsheets. 
She clutched them to her 
chest. Her eyes filled with 
tears. The bucket and its 
contents were delivered to 
Rosemary by CARE for 
AIDS in Kenya, a partner 
organization of Baptist 
Global Response (BGR). 
BGR focuses on people – 
like Rosemary – who fight 
HIV and AIDS every day 
while trying to care for 
families. In the past two 
years, BGR has sent nearly 
6,000 hospice kits, as part 
of The Bucket Project, to 
African countries for dis-
tribution to sick and termi-
nally ill people and their 
caregivers. The kits con-
tain items that enhance 
patients’ comfort and 
improve their caretakers’ 
abilities to tend to them. 
World AIDS Day was rec-
ognized Dec. 1. 

Jim Henry returns 
to Downtown Baptist
ORLANDO, Fla. – Jim 
Henry, 76, former South-
ern Baptist Convention 
president who retired 
from First Baptist Orlan-
do in 2006, is returning to 
the church he 
first pastored 
in downtown 
Orlando, the 
Orlando Senti-
nel reported. 
Henry’s first 
sermon as pas-
tor of Downtown Baptist 
Church will be Dec. 7, a 
church official told the 
Sentinel. Henry started 
with First Baptist in 1977 
when it was in downtown 
Orlando on Pine Street. 
In 1985 the congrega-
tion moved to a 140-acre 
campus off John Young 
Parkway. The members 
who remained behind at 
the downtown location 
formed the Downtown 
Baptist Church, where 
Henry is returning to the 
pulpit.

Henry
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

upcoming year to honor Jesus Christ.
Like you, while I exercise self-

examination during the Lord’s Sup-
per throughout the year, there’s just 
something different and so real about 
doing it at Christmastime when we 

celebrate our Lord 
coming to this sin-
ful earth in human 
flesh.

It’s so easy to 
allow the glitz and 
spectacle of Christ-
mas – with its ram-
pant materialism 

– get in the way of pausing to truly in-
ternalize the significance of what God 
did by lowering Himself to become 
one of us, ultimately pouring out His 
grace for wretched mankind so that 
we might have eternal fellowship with 
Him.

I don’t know about you, but as I 

S o this is Christmas. And what have 
you done. Another year over. And a 

new one just begun.” 
While I didn’t agree with musician 

John Lennon’s political, social and 
religious ideology, the anti-war Christ-
mas anthem he 
wrote many years 
ago often reso-
nates deeply with-
in me each year I 
hear it played.

I find myself 
thinking about 
the year that has 
passed by so quickly, and I say to my-
self, “Just what have I done with my 
life this past year, especially as it re-
lates to telling others about Jesus?”

And every year I am convicted that I 
could have done much, much more to 
honor our precious Lord and Savior –  
then commit myself to do more in the 

So this is Christmas...

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

Cartoon by Joe McKeever   

grow older, I am beginning to see 
heaven in my rearview mirror ap-
proaching oh so quickly like a speed-

The abuser in the pew
convinced they would stay safe. Now, 
the abuser is not just the dirty old 
man across the street. It is the clean-
cut, attractive man, teenager or even 
woman sitting in the pew. Sexual scan-
dals have rocked the Catholic Church. 
Gut-wrenching stories of supposed 
men of God who have destroyed the 
innocence of their parishioners con-

tinue emerging. Are 
evangelical churches 
immune?   

Many churches 
are desperately try-
ing to protect their 
children, but have 
we done enough?  
Beyond background 
checks and more 

secure nurseries, what more can we 
do? This father has since spoken with 
sex crime investigators and child pro-
tection service workers. Ironically, 
these nonreligious leaders contend 
that churches are the most effective 
advocates for child safety. However, 
because abuse is such a silent issue, 
many victims and abusers are being 

N ot long ago a heartbroken fa-
ther told me a disturbing story.  

While he and his wife were out, his 
5-year-old son was sexually molested 
by their babysitter’s brother. The de-
tails led to a young boy exposed to a 
sexual knowledge far beyond his years 
– and that at the hands of another 
juvenile. What could I say to help 
him? He was a faith-
ful churchgoer and 
had been raised in 
a Christian home. 
His emotions transi-
tioned from anger to 
guilt and everywhere 
in between. What 
made his situation 
so heartbreaking, 
though, was the offender’s family at-
tended the same church as he did. 
This betrayal drove the feelings of 
hurt even deeper.  

There was a time when the church 
was a safe place for children. Twenty-
five years ago, the old school bus from 
our church picked up children every 
Sunday, and their parents were fully 

untouched by the reach of the gospel.   
What more can churches do?
(1) Pastors and church leaders 

should be educated about their own 
responsibility. If a child comes to 
a church leader with allegations of 
abuse, what should that leader do? 
Grave legal and criminal repercus-
sions can follow those who are sus-
pected of covering or hiding abuse. 
Local law enforcement and church 
insurance companies can provide 
valuable answers to this question. 

(2) Churches should create a safe 
environment for victims to experi-
ence healing. Ultimately, the gospel 
of Christ offers healing for those who 
have experienced abuse. This involves 
having counseling resources available 
or a referral to a qualified counselor 
when needed. Victims should be 
encouraged to step forward and be 
given safe haven within the church 
for healing.  

(3) Churches should take the lead 
in educating parents and children 
about the dangers of abuse. Unfor-
tunately, our children are educated 

about sexual matters from peers and 
TV far too early in life. Discussions 
about sex have been taboo in church 
settings for way too long. God created 
sex to be a wonderful blessing in the 
right context; however, sexual sin 
abounds both within and without the 
church, and we have become silent.  

(4) Potential abusers should be en-
couraged to step into the light. Sin is 
born in the heart long before it is ex-
pressed in action. Abuse, like all sin, 
is messy, ugly and vile. If a potential 
abuser cannot be healed by the gospel 
– which may include not only prayer 
and commitment to Christ, but also 
accountability and wise counseling – 
where can he be healed?  

Jesus said that no one hides a 
candle under a basket, and through 
the gospel, we have hope and healing 
for those who have been touched by 
abuse. The path is not easily traveled, 
and the road is difficult. Fortunately 
though, healing is in Christ, and if 
not in Him, then where? 

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church, Tyronza.

ing car on the open highway. 
So this is Christmas ... what have 

you done?

VIEWPOINT

Kim Reeder
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church 

Tyronza
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A Christmas wish for you

‘Come to Me’Family Matters
2015 Bible reading plan

I  t is vitally important for families 
to consistently engage in conver-

sations where they discuss God’s 
Word. I’ve wrestled with a variety 
of approaches for several years. We 
began a regular devotional time 
as a family using 
devotional books in 
2002. In 2008, we 
began reading Scrip-
ture primarily while 
helping our children 
develop a discipline 
and a passion for 
studying God’s 
Word daily. We began by reading 
through the New Testament in a 
year – five days a week, Monday 
through Friday. We have also read 
through the Old Testament in a 
year, Psalms and Proverbs in a year 
and this year we read through the 
Bible chronologically. 

In 2015, we are going to focus 
on specific Books of the Bible 
for two months. We will start in 
January by reading a chapter a day, 
Monday through Friday, in 1 John. 
There are five chapters in 1 John, 
so this is pretty easy: Monday – 1 
John 1:1-10; Tuesday – 1 John 2:1-
29; Wednesday – 1 John 3:1-24; 
Thursday – 1 John 4:1-21, and Fri-
day – 1 John 5:1-21. We will read 
through the entire Book of 1 John 
in one week to gain an overview of 
1 John. 

The next week we will read 1 
John 1:1-2:17 over the course of 
one week, which is approximately 
five verses a day for five days: Mon-
day – 1 John 1:1-4; Tuesday – 1 
John 1:5-10; Wednesday – 1 John 
2:1-2; Thursday – 1 John 2:3-11, 
and Friday – 1 John 2:12-17. The 
purpose of this is to spend more 
time studying a shorter passage of 
Scripture. We will continue this al-
ternating approach of an overview 
of 1 John one week followed by a 
detailed study the next week for 
eight weeks. We will continue this 
process with other Books to cover 
approximately six different Books 
of the Bible.

Individually reading the same 
passage of Scripture daily provides 
numerous opportunities to engage 
in faith conversations with chil-
dren about what they are learning. 
There are a variety of Bible reading 
plans available to help you. Pick 
a plan that every member of your 
family can read together to trans-
form your family by making Scrip-
ture central in your home in 2015.

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

A rkansas is well-known as a “Duck Hunter’s Paradise” 
across the U.S. In the past weeks, I have duck hunted 

with guys from Dallas, Philadelphia and Georgia. Just drive 
to Stuttgart some weekend during duck season and look 
at all of the out-of-state vehicles running up and down the 
highway. 

Growing up on the White and 
Cache rivers in Biscoe, I have always 
had a passion for duck hunting. 
There is just something about decoy-
ing and calling and getting out in the 
cold water that energizes me; plus, 
I love hunting with my duck dogs. I 
have four black Labrador retrievers. 
I have had several dogs 
over the course of my 
duck hunting experi-
ences, but my No. 1 
duck dog at this time is 
Bo. His official name is 
Bo Cache Mason. He 
has several nicknames. 
Sometimes we call him 
“Jesus” because he is so 
fast he looks like he is 
walking on the water. 
But we always refer to 
him as our “fat man’s 
friend.” That’s right, he 
has saved many of us 
“good ole boys” many a step. 

Bo is an obedient dog and knows many commands. 
He heels at my left leg, sits on command and will even lie 
down on command. He understands “stay” and fetches 

ducks on the command “back.” He also understands the 
command “come.” This is a command I use when I need 
him to come to me, whether I am at home or out in the 
duck blind. I use the command “come” for his own safety, 
or sometimes I use it to get him back beside me so I can 

send him in a different direction. Bo knows 
that when I say, “Come,” he is supposed to 
stop whatever he is doing and “come to me.” 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:28-30 (NASB), 
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND 
REST FOR YOUR SOULS. For My yoke is 

easy and My burden is light.” 
Jesus knows exactly what we 

need and when we need it. We 
need to come to Him! When is 
the last time you sat at the feet 
of the Master and just listened? 
Some of you are reading this 
and you are carrying burdens 
that you were not designed to 
carry. You need to cast your 
burdens upon Christ. Others of 
you need a new direction, and 
all of us need refreshing. So, 
take time during the holidays 
to get with Christ, to come to 
Him, to sit at His feet and to 

prepare your minds and hearts for 2015 – for His glory!
Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State  

Convention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in  
Jonesboro.

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason

I t was a cold and rainy Christmas Eve. Not only was the 
weather dismal, but there was a special sadness in Bet-

ty’s heart. The love of her life had died four months ear-
lier, and she was facing that grand holiday alone. She and 
George had a wonderful son, but he had died suddenly 
with a heart attack at the age of 43. His wife had remar-
ried, and “Nana,” as the grandchildren called Betty, was 
not a part of that family’s Christmas 
celebration. She had been invited 
to spend Christmas Eve with some 
friends, but the weather had changed 
those travel plans. For now, she had 
wrapped herself in an afghan and was 
lying quietly on the sofa.

To her surprise, the doorbell rang. 
When she opened the door, she was 
in total shock. There stood Jesus, 
her Lord. She wasn’t expecting Him 
today, but there He stood at her door. Her pastor had re-
minded his congregation two weeks earlier that Jesus was 
coming again soon, but she didn’t really expect Him today. 
She knelt and began to cry. Jesus calmly pulled her to her 
feet and motioned for her to sit with Him in the den.

Betty sat there speechless while Jesus began the conversa-
tion. 

“Tell me, Dear One, how is it going since you lost your 
husband?” 

She stared with no response until He repeated the ques-
tion. 

“Oh,” she said, still in utter amazement. “It’s so lonely, 
so very lonely.”  

With loving eyes, Jesus pierced through to her heart. He 
knew that in her grief, she had failed to see the indwelling 
presence of His Spirit in her life. His words were kind but 

direct: “Did you forget that I will never leave you nor for-
sake you?”

She wanted to ask if He understood grief, but she knew 
His words betrayed a deeper meaning.  After a moment’s 
hesitation, she realized that the Lord of lords would cer-
tainly comprehend grief! Yet His words stung because in 
her trial, she had not leaned on her best Friend and Com-

forter. Why, of course, He understood her 
grief and the deep pain she felt!  Her grief 
was painful because she loved George and 
he loved her. Jesus’ words, however, caught 
her off guard because He knew that in her 
grief, she had forgotten to trust Him.

After a momentary pause, she thought 
carefully about her answer. 

“Yes, Jesus, I probably did forget. But I 
am shocked that You are here. Why did You 
come?”

The response was clear! 
“You celebrate My coming at Christmas, but sometimes 

you need a reminder that I really came to this earth,” He 
said. “I came to die and give My life as a ransom for you 
and the people of this earth. My Father raised Me up to 
show you that I have the power over sin, death and the 
grave. And if I can conquer death, I can also be with you in 
your time of grief.”

The sudden sound of voices aroused her from sleep. She 
laid the afghan aside and made her way to the door. There 
were carolers singing on her porch. The words she had 
heard so many times before suddenly took on new mean-
ing: “Silent Night!  Holy Night! All is calm. All is bright.” 
The thought overwhelmed her – Jesus is here, and all is 
bright!

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

FINANCIAL 
 TIMES 

David Moore

“Bo”
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continued from page one
CHRISTMAS
of Christmas: Christ.”

First Baptist Church, 
Mayflower, also offered a liv-
ing nativity. Volunteers were 
checked in by Roman soldiers 
and were then guided through 
the live nativity. At the end of 
the tour, the church presented 
the gospel.

“The living nativity is an 
opportunity for First Baptist 
Church, Mayflower, to pres-
ent the gospel and reflect 
upon the true meaning of 
Christmas,” said David Fox, 
the church’s pastor.

First Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, held a “pack-
ing party” Nov. 9 to pack 
boxes for Operation Christ-
mas Child. However, church 
members have been collecting 
items throughout the year. In 
total in 2014, they have packed 
664 boxes.

“I am certain that the con-
tents of the box will be a bless-
ing to the children who receive 
this gift,” said Pastor J.R. De-
Busk. “Yet greater still is the 
gift of God’s love in Jesus 
Christ. The life 
change for the 
children, their 
parents and 
other family 
members will 
be significant if 
Jesus becomes 
their Savior. 
That is the ul-
timate purpose 
of the box.”

O t h e r 
churches are 
c e l e b r a t i n g 
Christ’s birth 
through music. 

Oak Cliff Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, 
recently held Key-
boards at Christmas, a 
musical celebration of 
the birth of Christ pre-
sented by the church’s 
music ministry. The 
event featured four 
grand pianos and two 
choirs. Special guests were 
Rosilee Walker Russell, execu-
tive director of the Academy 
of the Arts at the University 
of Arkansas – Fort Smith, and 
Gini Law, locally renowned 
pianist and pianist at Bluff 
Avenue Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith.

“It is open to the commu-
nity, and it’s free,” Lyndel 
Hobbs, music minister at Oak 
Cliff Baptist Church, said 
about the annual event. “And 

it’s really our way of lavishing 
worship upon the Lord, and 
we’re just inviting the com-
munity to participate with us 
in that and we’ve had a lot of 
people take us up on that. It’s 
certainly become an outreach, 
although our goal has been 
to use it as a worship celebra-
tion.” 

Similarly, Woodland 
Heights Baptist Church, 
Conway, recently hosted A 
Keyboard Christmas for the 
eighth year. 

“The idea is we’re just very 
blessed in our congregation to 
have a number of folks who 
play piano – not profession-
ally, but very well – and they 
are willing to give a lot of time 
to give this as a gift to the com-
munity, as well as to the re-
gion,” said William Love, asso-
ciate pastor of music and wor-
ship, noting people have come 
from all over the area. “It’s just 
a way we can say, ‘Let’s begin 
the season of celebrating the 
birth of Christ.’”

He said Woodland Heights 
Baptist tries to hold the event 
on the first Sunday of Decem-
ber each year. This year, the 
community event will feature 

five grand pia-
nos, which they 
rented from 
Piano Kraft in 
Little Rock, 14 
ke y b o a rd i s t s , 
an organ and 
a choir. Some 
of the music 
performed at 
the event was 
arranged by 
Hobbs, of Oak 
Cliff Baptist.

“Music 
has al-
ways been 
a central 
focus of 
this time 
of year,” 
D a v i d 
Hatf ie ld, 
Woodland 
H e i g h t s 
senior pas-
tor, shared 

in the event’s program. “From 
the very first Christmas when 
angels sang to shepherds on a 
hillside, to today’s presenta-
tions of the sacred music of 
this season, people around the 
world have rejoiced about the 
birth of God’s Savior through 
music. … We consider this 
to be our gift to you and our 
community and pray that our 
Lord will be honored in each 
presentation. … Let all that is 
presented today help you to re-

joice in His birth.”
Central Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs, will also hold a 
musical event. The church’s 
Sanctuary Choir, led by music 
director Brian Skinkle, will 
present the Christmas cantata 
“I Hear the Prophet Callin’” 
on Dec. 14.

Highland Drive Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, is hold-
ing several programs through-
out the month of December. 
Along with their Christmas 
Eve services, these include 
“Fact or Fiction: Christmas 
Edition,” presented by the chil-
dren’s choir; “My Heart Longs 
for Christmas,” presented by 
the adult choir, and “Corban 
Christmas,” presented by the 
church’s praise band, Corban. 

South Main Baptist 
Church, Crossett, is conduct-
ing several events during the 
Christmas season. Lyle Hern, 
pastor of South Main Baptist, 
said that before Thanksgiving, 
the youth kicked off the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions with 
a “brief program, followed 
by food and drinks found in 
various foreign nations.” The 

event also included a time for 
prayer since it was the last gath-
ering before Thanksgiving.

He said their church’s tra-
dition for the evening service 
on the first Sunday of Decem-
ber is to have the “Hanging of 
the Green,” which includes 
poems, a story line and Bible 
verses as Christmas decora-
tions are placed.

In addition, during the 
Christmas season, the children 
will put on a Christmas play, 
the adult choir will present a 
Christmas cantata and mem-
bers will go caroling to shut-ins 
around the neighborhood. 

During the Dec. 14 evening 
service, the church will show 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association’s film “Heaven.” 

“I’m praying and hoping 
that our members will pray 
for lost people in our area by 
name, invite them and prayer-
fully God will bring them 
to this special night service 
designed to lead the lost to 
Christ,” Hern said.

For Thanksgiving, Cross 
Church in northwest Arkan-
sas, held its annual Blessings 
Baskets ministry, through 

First Baptist Church, Heber Springs, packs Operation Christmas Child boxes to send to underprivileged children across the globe. 
First Baptist Church, Paragould’s Christmas tree and nativity scene (below) sit in their sanctuary.

which they helped provide 
food for 2,538 families, result-
ing in 528 people professing 
faith in Jesus Christ.

In addition, they held their 
Christmas program, Cross 
Church Christmas 2014, Dec. 
7, which included perfor-
mances by the Cross Church 
band, Global Worship Choir 
and Global Children’s Choir 
– XLR8. In addition, the com-
munication/media team creat-
ed videos and graphic content 
so that the hope of Jesus was 
clearly presented.

Cross Church also will have 
a living nativity.

In addition to holding 
Christmas events, churches 
across the state have decorat-
ed for the Christmas season. 
View a photo gallery of church 
activities and decorations on-
line at arkansasbaptist.org/
christmas2014. Submit your 
Christmas photos to jessica@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Regardless of the different 
ways Arkansas Baptists choose 
to celebrate, the reason for 
their celebrations remains the 
same – the birth of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

continued from page 3
MUSEUM
modern civilization, including 
literature, fine arts, architec-
ture, education, science, film, 
music, family, government, 
law, human rights and social 
justice. 

Archaeological and historic 
treasures, including the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, ancient Torah 
scrolls, early New Testament 
texts, rare biblical manuscripts 
and first-edition Bibles will be 

included, said Cary Summers, 
the museum’s chief operating 
officer.

Exhibits will allow visitors 
to walk through a replica of 
first-century Nazareth and 
to witness the preservation, 
translation and transmission 
of the Bible over time, from 
clay tablets revealing the ear-
liest writings to today’s digi-
tal Bible. Visitors will take a 
high-definition, sensory ride 
through history, offering dy-
namic encounters with histori-
cal people, places and events.

A state-of-the-art 1,000-
seat lecture hall, a lobby with 
a floor-to-ceiling interactive 
media wall, a performing arts 
theater, a children’s area, res-
taurants seating 500 and a 
rooftop garden with panoram-
ic views of Washington are 
also planned.

The Green family pur-
chased the museum site in 
2012 for $50 million. The mu-
seum plans to charge a mod-
est admission, Green said, 
though pricing has not been 
determined.

choirs. Special guests were 

a central 
focus of 
this time 
of year,” 
D a v i d 
Hatf ie ld, 
Woodland 
H e i g h t s 
senior pas-
tor, shared 

in the event’s program. “From 
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Davis

LITTLE ROCK – Marty 
Davis, Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) and Ex-
ecutive Board secretary, retired 
effective Nov. 14 after 
16-plus years of service 
at the convention. She 
was recognized for her 
service following the 
Dec. 9 meeting of the 
Executive Board of the 
ABSC.

Davis began work-
ing at the state conven-
tion on June 1, 1998, 
as secretary to Emil Turner, 
who was ABSC executive di-
rector at the time. In 2001, 
she transitioned to her most 
recent position. 

“For more than 16 years, I 
have been blessed to work with 
wonderful people in the state 
convention, the associations 
and the local churches,” said 
Davis. “I am grateful for the 
opportunity to work alongside 

them. The friendships I have 
made all over the state have 
enriched my life. Now I look 
forward to other opportunities 

for ministry in retire-
ment.”

Current ABSC Ex-
ecutive Director J.D. 
“Sonny” Tucker said, 
“Marty Davis has been 
a tremendous partner 
and gift to the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Con-
vention. She has been 
extremely efficient and 

professional in her work and 
cares deeply about the minis-
try in Arkansas. We have been 
extremely blessed to have her 
for these years. We wish her 
God’s best in her retirement.”

Jimmie Sheffield, executive 
administrator for the ABSC, 
also reflected on Davis’ service 
to the convention.

“Marty Davis has been a 
great servant to Arkansas Bap-

tists,” he said. “I was the asso-
ciate executive director when 
she came to work as conven-
tion secretary. Now for the 
last two years, I have had the 
privilege to work in the execu-
tive office again; and she is still 
one of the finest ministry as-
sistants we’ve ever had. She is 
very committed to her minis-
try; and she loves serving the 
convention officers and the 
Executive Board. Marty is a 
great Christian witness in her 
work. She will be missed by 
many. We wish her the best in 
her new stage of life – retire-
ment!”

Davis is a member of Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock. She said her re-
tirement will allow her to get 
more involved in the church’s 
missions ministries.

Connie McCall will take 
Davis’ place as convention and 
Executive Board secretary.

ABSC Executive Board organizes for 2015 in Dec. 9 meeting
LITTLE ROCK – The Ex-
ecutive Board of the 
Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 
(ABSC) held its 
first meeting of 
the 2015 calen-
dar year Tuesday, 
Dec. 9.

The meet-
ing served as an 
organizational 
meeting for the 
board, with members 
of Finance, Program and 
Operating committees and 

chairmen being elected. Addi-
tionally, the Emergency 

and Terminated As-
sistance Commit-
tee was elected. 
Greg Sykes, 

Executive Board 
president and 
pastor of First 
Baptist Church, 
R u s s e l l v i l l e , 
presided at the 

meeting.
Reports were pre-

sented by two ABSC en-
tities, the Arkansas Baptist 

Children’s Homes and Fam-
ily Ministries (ABCHomes) 
and Camp Siloam (Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly), during the 
meeting.

Additionally, Don Moore, 
former ABSC executive direc-
tor, led the board in a prayer 
time for revival and spiritual 
awakening.

During lunch following the 

board meeting, ABSC employ-
ee Marty Davis was recognized 
for 16 years of service as the 
convention secretary. Davis 
retired Nov. 14. (See related 
story below).

Keeping with the spirit of 
the season, the board meeting 
opened with Christmas music 
by Larry Grayson, a member 
of the evangelism and church 

health team, and Tom McCo-
ne, minister of music at First 
Baptist Church, Greenwood, 
and Executive Board first vice 
president.

Editor’s note: Due to an 
early December publication 
deadline, this article was writ-
ten from information provided 
by ABSC staff prior to the 
meeting.

Davis retires from ABSC after 16 years
Support the ABN Endowment Fund

An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN) has been established at the Ar-
kansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping 
to secure the future of o�  cial news journal 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for 
years to come by including the ABN in your 
will or by making a contribution to the ABN 
Endowment Fund. Please contact David Moore 
at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at (501) 
376-0732 or (800) 798-0969 (toll free outside 
of Little Rock) for more information.
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Forge Little Rock is a nine-month cohort based, mentor led residency to 
train people to think and act like a missionary where they live, work, and 
play. New cohorts begin in January. Everyone from moms to mechanics, 
barbers to baristas, chefs to church planters are invited to join us on this 
journey.

Go to forger.org for more information and to apply.

Embracing Acts 1:8 missions highlight of Tanton’s tenure
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

PINE BLUFF – Leading 
churches to get involved in 
Acts 1:8 missions led Dewayne 
Tanton to commit the past 15 
years to associational ministry.

As the Harmony Baptist 
Association associational mis-
sionary retires Dec. 31, Tanton 
points to helping churches in 
the association embrace holis-
tic missions as what made his 
tenure so special.

When Tanton applied for 
the position in Harmony, a 
key part of the interview was 
coming up with a vision for 
the association to take it into 
the future.

“One of the things I was 
very concerned about was that 
a lot of our churches were not 
involved in any interna-
tional or North Ameri-
can mission projects,” 
said Tanton.

Once he became as-
sociational missionary, 
Tanton worked to orga-
nize missions partner-
ships between the asso-
ciation and ministries 
in North America and 
abroad.

“We started partnering with 
three-year partnerships. I think 
our first one was Brazil,” said 
Tanton.

Harmony’s partnership in 
Brazil was only the beginning. 
Under Tanton’s leadership, 
the association also formed 
partnerships in Ukraine, Mex-
ico, Morocco and Peru. Their 
partnership in Peru began as a 
three-year partnership and ex-
tended to nearly a decade.

Tanton also led Harmony 
to do mission work in North 
America. Over the years, 
churches have done mission 
work in Washington, Kansas, 
New York, Connecticut, Mis-
souri, Louisiana and through-
out Arkansas.

Before coming to Harmony, 
Tanton served as minister of 
music at Watson Chapel Bap-
tist Church, Pine Bluff. While 

he was there, the church’s 
nursery director expressed the 
need for a crisis pregnancy cen-
ter within their community. 

In 2002, Harmony opened 
HOPE Women’s Resource 
Center, a crisis pregnancy cen-
ter. Today the center serves 
Pine Bluff and surrounding 
communities with four full-
time employees and a budget 
of more than $200,000, up 
from $30,000 the year it was 
started. In 2002, HOPE min-
istered to 330 clients. In 2013, 
the center ministered to 1,936 
women.

In 2003, Harmony started 
a disaster relief recovery unit. 
The association is currently 
constructing a shower unit, 
which Tanton said should be 
finished by spring.

“Those are the two things 
that have really pulled 
us together,” he said. 
“You have different 
churches that make 
up the disaster relief 
teams and the crisis 
pregnancy is more 
area-wide. As a mat-
ter of fact, it has really 
grown. We have got 
a mobile unit that is 

going over to Stuttgart now 
that is part of that ministry 
(HOPE Women’s Resource 
Center).”

An annual senior adult re-
vival is another way the asso-
ciation has brought churches 
together, said Tanton, adding 
that 2015 will mark the fourth 
year of the event.

While a persistent back 
ailment led to Tanton’s deci-
sion to retire from the duties 
he signed up for in 1999, he is 
excited to see what God has in 
store for him next.

He said he will miss serving 
the people and churches that 
make up Harmony Baptist As-
sociation.

“Harmony is a good group 
of folks. It has been a joy,” said 
Tanton. “I always say, ‘There is 
harmony in Harmony.’”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Dewayne Tanton (center) poses for a photo during one of Harmony Baptist Association’s mission trips to Peru. Harmony has 
partnered with ministries in Peru for nearly a decade. With Tanton are a local Peruvian pastor named Andre (left) and Steve 
Hazelwood, a member of South Side Baptist Church, Pine Bluff.

Tanton

NEW FEATURE!

Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901

Submit your classified ad online. 
It’s quick and easy! Simply go to...
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Williams DDP makes way for 75th anniversary in 2016
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

WALNUT RIDGE – Williams 
Baptist College not 
only will  celebrate the 
75th year of its found-
ing in 2016, but also 
will  use the occasion 
to “systematically” ex-
pand the school’s mis-
sion.

In anticipation of 
its “diamond anniver-
sary,” Williams estab-
lished an initiative called the 
Diamond Destiny Plan (DDP) 
in 2013, Tom Jones, Williams 
president, told messengers at-
tending the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Annual 
Meeting in Texarkana in Oc-
tober.

Jones explained the three-
year strategy of DDP is headed 
by a 15-member committee 
tasked with improving and 
expanding Williams’ mission 
through goals spanning mul-
tiple aspects of campus life. 

In its second year, the strat-
egy resulted in an expansion 
and renovation of Mabee-
Gwinup Cafeteria, which in-
cluded adding the Billie Harty 
Dining Room and doubling 
the cafeteria’s dining capac-
ity. Jones said because of gifts 
from Williams’ supporters, the 
$1 million cafeteria construc-
tion project was completed 
debt free.

The DDP plan also includes 
an expansion of Williams’ ath-
letic program. Women’s soccer 
was added in 2013, with wres-
tling and men’s and women’s 
cross-country in 2014. These 
additions bring Williams’ var-
sity sports team count to 10. 
The college also has plans to 
expand its Southerland-Mabee 
Center athletic facility at an es-
timated cost of $6 million.

Improving the image of the 
college through marketing and 
advertising is another focus of 
DDP. In 2014, Williams in-
troduced a redesigned logo 
and updated components of 
marketing. Jones said these 
changes have improved the 
school’s name recognition and  

recruiting efforts.
Academically, Jones said 

DDP focuses on improving 
and expanding academic of-

ferings. Williams now 
offers fully accredited 
and affordable online 
degrees in psychology, 
pastoral ministries and 
business management. 
The college also has 
plans to expand its 
honors program and 
curriculum in the areas 
of math, science, tech-

nology and engineering. 
Jones said Fullbright Av-

enue, the major thoroughfare 
through campus, is a state-
owned road in need of a “face-
lift,” and Williams is working 
with local and state offices to 
secure taxpayer funds to repair 

it. When repaired, Jones said 
the road will provide visitors, 
guests and prospective stu-
dents a much better “first im-
pression” of the school.

Construction on a new 
men’s residence hall is to 
begin soon as a part of the 
DDP plan, as the college is 
out of space to house male stu-
dents. Jones said the residence 
hall project is estimated to cost 
$2 million.

While Williams’ DDP is ex-
panding the school’s academ-
ics, athletics, communications 
and infrastructure, Jones told 
messengers the Williams’ fac-
ulty and staff haven’t lost sight 
of providing an excellent edu-
cation for students.

“These are supportive 
tasks,” said Jones. “The pri-

mary work is shaping student 
lives.”

As its 75th anniversary 
nears, Jones said Williams’ 
faculty and staff will contin-
ue to attempt to uphold and 
advance the school’s vision 

statement: “To produce ex-
ceptional graduates prepared 
to competently engage local 
and global cultures through a 
Christ-centered worldview.”

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Williams Baptist College students and guests gather in the cafeteria during the 
Sept. 19 dedication a the new 2,100-square-foot Billie Harty Dining Room addition.

Jones
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Sold Out student 
conference Feb. 21
RUSSELLVILLE – The Sold 
Out student conference is set 
for Feb. 21 at First Baptist 
Church, Russellville.

The theme 
of the confer-
ence, Why 
We Witness, 
is taken from 
Romans 1:16, 
“For I am not 
ashamed of 
the gospel, for 
it is the power 
of God for 
salvation to everyone who be-
lieves.”

“This will be our fourth 
year doing Sold Out,” said 
Kirby Vardeman, one of the 
organizers, who serves as pas-
tor of LifeStone Church in 
Russellville. “Our prayer for 
this year is that we equip stu-
dents to live and share their 
faith openly in their schools. 
We want to arm them with 
both the mandate from God 
and the tools they need to win 
their friends for Christ.”

Vardeman added, “In past 
years, we’ve done our best to 
show students the power of 
prayer and the freedom of 
God’s marvelous grace. As 
leaders, we’ve been privileged 
to see God’s Spirit move in 
these students. We are praying 
to see another great awakening 

in this generation!”
Teaching sessions during 

the day will be lead by War-
ren Gasaway, strategist for the 

e v a n g e l i s m 
and church 
health team at 
the Arkansas 
Baptist State 
Convention.

F e a t u r e d 
during the 
event will be 
the Off the 
Top improv 

and drama troupe of seventh 
through 12th grade students 
from Second Baptist Church, 
Conway. A concert by the 
band Summerhill will be held 
at 6 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit http://soldoutcon-
ference.com.

Conference schedule:
7:00 – Registration
9:30 – Welcome
10:00 – Main session
10:45 – Breakdown session
11:10 – Expressions of praise
11:40 – Individual session
12:00 – Lunch
1:00 – Individual sessions
1:30 – Main session
2:15 – Breakdown session
2:45 – Individual session
3:15 – Expression of praise
3:45 – Release
6:00 – Summerhill concert

Send NA lunch set for 
Feb. 10 at Cross Church
ROGERS – The North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) is sponsoring a free 
luncheon for pastors and 
other church leaders from 
noon to 1:30 p.m., Wednes-
day, Feb. 10 at Cross Church 
Pinnacle Hills, 2448 Pinna-
cle Hills Parkway, Rogers.

Mark Hobafcovich, of 
NAMB, said the luncheon 
is being held in preparation 
for the Send North America 
Experience Tour (SNA EXP), 
which will be held at Cross 
Church Pinnacle Hills April 
15. He added  SNA EXP is 
designed for “carrying the 
challenge and God-size vi-
sion for pushing back lost-
ness in the United States and 
Canada.”

A number of SNA EXP 
luncheons already have been 

held in 2014, with the Rog-
ers event being one of the 
2015 locations included in 
the event’s 25-city tour, said 
Hobafcovich. 

Ronnie Floyd, pastor of 
Cross Church, of northwest 
Arkansas, and president of 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, encourages pastors 
and leaders to participate in 
the luncheon to learn more 
about how their churches 
can get involved in reaching 
North America with the gos-
pel of Christ, said Hobafco-
vich.

While the event is free, 
preregistration is required. 
To register, visit NWAPas-
tors.eventbrite.com. 

For more information 
email Hobafcovich at MHo-
bafcovich@namb.net.
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series of short talks on mental 
health topics. Speakers were 
Conner; Aaron New, behavior-
al sciences chair and associate 
professor of psychology and 
counseling at Central Baptist 
College, Conway; Mike Davis, 
police chief for the North Lit-
tle Rock Police Department; 
Alan Pogue, co-owner of Pogue 
Counseling, North Little 
Rock; Randy Walker, thera-
pist at Counseling Services 
of Jacksonville; Vicki Stanley, 
board member of the Arkan-
sas Chapter of the American 
Foundation for Suicide Pre-
vention; Melissa Jackson, clini-
cal psychologist at Lighthouse 
Professional Clinics, Little 
Rock; Charles Chamblee, di-
rector of Baptist Health Coun-
seling Center, Little Rock; Kay 
Hardin, staff chaplain at Bap-
tist Health Medical Center, 
North Little Rock, and Kim 
Yada, therapist at Lakewood 
Behavioral Health Associates, 
North Little Rock.

As the first speaker, New set 
the stage by sharing the preva-
lence of mental illness, adding 
that despite the large number 
of people affected by mental 
illness, in his evaluation, “his-
torically speaking, and espe-
cially in our recent past, our 
churches haven’t done a very 
good job of caring for people 
with mental illnesses.” 

“I’m so thankful for Dr. 
Conner, for Park Hill, for hav-
ing a forum like this because 
this is an important conversa-
tion for us to have,” New said. 
“We can and we should do 
better in caring for people who 
struggle with mental illnesses.”

Davis spoke on the commu-
nity impact of mental illness, 

continued from page one
FORUM saying that the North Little 

Rock Police Department re-
sponds to about 4,500 calls 
per year that are related to 
mental illness.

He encouraged attendees 
to listen to those around them 
and pay atten-
tion to what 
they are saying.

“If you truly 
care, ask some 
questions. If 
you truly care, sit down and 
listen to somebody and pay at-
tention to what’s going on,” he 
said.

Subsequent speakers ad-
dressed topics such as anxiety 
and depression, marriage and 
family impact, suicide aware-
ness and prevention, child and 
adolescent issues, addictions, 
prolonged/complicated grief 
and preventative self-care. In 
addition, video testimonies 
were included in the event. A 
time for questions followed.

“I’m thankful that this 
forum on mental health took 
place,” said Ken Shaddox, 
Park Hill senior pastor. “Jesus, 
in His ministry, modeled com-
passion to people that were 
broken by life. The Church is 
filled with story after story of 
brokenness. To be like Jesus 
means to really care about 
people at their point of need.”

Shaddox said the forum re-
minded him of “the value of 
being willing to listen to oth-
ers.”

“The ministry of being pres-
ent and listening is one of the 
greatest helps we can provide 
a person,” he said. “Whether 
the issue is anxiety, depression, 
grief, shame or something else, 
everyone needs a caring and 
trusted friend.” 

Billy Vanlandingham, mem-
ber of Park Hill Baptist, said 
he attended in order to fur-

ther his education in regard to 
mental health.

“I’m here to support our 
church in this endeavor,” he 
said. “But I’m also here to 
help me as I run into people 
and witness to them, … that 

I might be 
able to help 
them if I can 
discover or 
realize … that 
people may 

be having problems (and) I 
might be able to steer them in 
the right direction.”

Hardin said she hopes the 
forum was the first of many 
more.

“This type of event is nec-
essary because it provides in-
formation, clarification and 

validation about addressing 
mental health issues within 
the church, helping normal-
ize something that has been 
so stigmatized in the past,” she 
said.

Conner said he wasn’t sure 
what to expect when he began 
thinking about the forum a 
couple of months ago. Howev-
er, he said the speakers’ words 
“resonated” with those in at-
tendance, and the “videos tes-
timonies from our own church 
members spoke volumes about 
not only the very real struggles 
we experience in life, but also 
about the grace and mercy 
found through a personal re-
lationship with Jesus Christ.”

“There are so many people 
who suffer in silence with their 

own mental and emotional 
challenges or those of someone 
they love,” Conner said. “This 
forum provided an opportuni-
ty for them to know that they 
are not alone and that help 
and hope is available. My sin-
cere desire is that this forum 
will open up conversations 
about how the Church can be 
more intentional in reaching 
out in love and compassion to 
those who feel forgotten and 
misunderstood. I hope this is 
just a starting point for what 
God is going to do in and 
through His people.”

For more information, visit 
parkhillbaptist.org/mental-
health.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org

Listen to an interview 
about the forum at 
arkansasbaptist.org/podcast
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James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, First Baptist Church, 
Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at  

501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 
or email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

‘Sheepdog’ church violence seminar set for Feb. 7 in Hot Springs
HOT SPRINGS – Helping 
churches and faith-based or-
ganizations prepare for poten-
tial violence on their property 
is the focus of the Sheepdog 
Seminar for Churches Feb. 7 
at Crossgate Church in Hot 
Springs. The seminar will be 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Since 1999, hundreds 
of people have died violent 

deaths while on church or 
faith-based properties in the 
U.S., according to promotion-
al material for the event. The 
material also states that thou-
sands of children have been 
sexually molested on such 
properties or at church-related 
events.

The material defines “sheep-
dogs” as those who are aware 

of evil’s presence in the world 
and are willing to defend the 
“sheep.”

The seminar will feature re-
tired Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, 
director of Sheepdog Seminars 
Group International. Gross-
man is an internationally rec-
ognized scholar, author, soldier 
and speaker who is an expert 
in the field of human aggres-

sion and the roots of violence 
and violent crime. 

Other speakers will be 
church safety expert Carl 
Chinn, minister and police 
officer Jimmy Meeks and Hot 
Springs police Chief David 
Flory.

The event is designed to 
benefit pastors, church staff, 
youth directors, church work-

ers, first responders, teachers 
and educators and others con-
cerned about violence at faith-
based locations or other public 
locations. 

Certificates of attendance 
will be given to police officers 
for possible education credit.

For more information and 
to register, visit arkansassheep-
dog.com.

New Hope Baptist Church, Black Rock, celebrates 170 years
BLACK ROCK – New Hope 
Baptist Church, Black Rock, 
hosted a homecoming and 
170th anniversary celebration 
July 5-6. Activities on Satur-
day, July 5, included family 
games, a cookout, a patriotic 
musical titled “United We 
Stand” presented by the New 
Hope Baptist Church choir 
and reflections 
on the past. 
During the 
July 6 morn-
ing worship 
service, Angel 
Byrd, Arkansas 
Baptist State 
C o nve n t i o n 
church plant-
ing team mem-
ber, shared 
special music 
and made a 
170th anniver-
sary presenta-
tion to New 
Hope Baptist Church, which 
is her home church. Randy 
Williams, a former pastor of 
the church, gave the message. 
After a fellowship meal, a gos-
pel singing and noteburning 
for the new sanctuary was 
held, along with more reflec-
tions. 

Former pastors shared 
throughout the two-day event.

“It (the event) went great,” 
said Brent Powell, pastor of 

New Hope. “Everything both 
days pretty much went as 
planned. There were a lot of 
former members who came 
back and some people from 
the community who showed 
up, and really the Lord showed 
up in the services too. It was 
just a real special time.”

According to information 

from the church, the original 
New Hope Baptist Church in 
the Denton/Flat Creek com-
munity was founded in 1828, 
eventually disbanding. New 
Hope Baptist Church of Christ 
was reorganized on July 20, 
1844, and has continued to the 
present day. The church even-
tually dropped the phrase “of 
Christ” from its name so as not 
to be confused with the Church 
of Christ movement. The ma-

terial stated the church is one 
year older than the Southern 
Baptist Convention and four 
years older than the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. It 
is the oldest Baptist church in 
Black River Baptist Association. 
It started three missions that 
eventually grew into churches 
– Smithville Baptist Church, 

Smithville, and 
two Missionary 
Baptist churches.

To date, 56 
pastors, plus two 
associate pastors, 
have served the 
church. Mem-
bers have served 
in all areas of 
missions, from 
local projects to 
in te rna t iona l 
missions in East 
Asia. 

 “The same 
Lord that led 

the people to start the church 
is the same Lord we serve 
today and we’ll be serving 
till He comes again,” said 
Powell. “A church that old 
– even though it may not be 
that large of a church – over 
that period of time has seen 
hundreds or even thousands 
of people come through it  
professing their faith and going 
out into the world to serve 
Christ.”

New Hope Baptist Church, Black Rock, holds a noteburning for their new sanctu-
ary during their 170th anniversary celebration.

Members of New Hope Baptist Church, Black Rock, wore traditional clothing in 
celebration of the church’s 170th anniversary.
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PraizFest 2015 offers large-scale choral experience to youth
BENTON – PraizFest 2015, a 
youth choir event sponsored 
by the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) evange-
lism and church health team, 
is set for Jan. 30-31 at First Bap-
tist Church, Benton.

Open to students in grades 
seven through 12, the event 
combines singing, worship and 
performances from several stu-
dent choirs across the state.

Dan Baker, minister of 

music at First Baptist Church, 
Amarillo, Texas, will serve as 
clinician. Bill Newton, stu-
dent minister at First Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs, will 
serve as event pastor.

“Your students will probably 
never get the opportunity to 
sing in a choir of 400, offering 
incredible praise and worship 
to God, but they will get that 
opportunity at PraizFest!” said 
Larry Grayson, ABSC evange-

lism and church health team 
member.

He said churches don’t have 
to have a youth choir in order 
for students to participate.

“You may have a student 
choir of 40, or you may not have 
a student choir,” he said. “Give 

those 40 the chance to sing with 
400, or give the opportunity to 
that one student who loves to 
sing and doesn’t get to do that 
on a regular basis.”

Grayson said students must 
bring their own music. Four of 
the music selections can be or-

dered through LifeWay Chris-
tian Resources, and two can be 
ordered through the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

For information or to regis-
ter, visit www.absc.org/music. 
Registration deadline is Jan. 
19. Preregistration is required.

THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) will 
offer Compensation Planning 
Workshops starting in Janu-
ary. This workshop will be led 
by William Jaques Jr. from the 
ABSC and is for church minis-
terial staff and anyone dealing 
with church finances. 

Topics will include proper 
salary structure for ministers, 
the importance of reimbursing 
for professional expenses and 
providing benefits and un-
derstanding what a minister’s 
housing allowance is and how 
to designate one.

The workshop will teach 
participants how to create a 
compensation structure that 
is compliant with the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) regula-
tions for ministers. This struc-
ture recognizes the unique tax 
status of ministers and helps 

churches minimize their min-
isters’ tax liability in a way that 
does not violate the IRS code.

“Too many churches fail to 
understand the importance of 
compensating their ministry 
staff properly. This workshop 
helps churches understand 
how to compensate ministry 
staff in a way that will help 
prevent them from paying un-
necessary taxes,” said Jaques, 
evangelism and church health 
team member for the ABSC.

The workshops will be held 
at various locations around 
Arkansas during the months 
of January and February. Pre-
registration is required. To 
register and to view times and 
locations, visit www.absc.org/
guidestone. This workshop is 
made possible by gifts from 
Arkansas Baptists to the Co-
operative Program.

Workshops set to start in Jan.
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C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

 Send resumes for senior pastor to EHBC, 703 E. 
Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@
eagleheightharrison.org.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resume including 
references to Spradling Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, 3515 N. 50th Street, Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain Pine is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resume to 
Cedar Glades Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
303 Gum Springs Road, Mountain Pine, AR 71956.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a full-time 
or bi-vocational pastor. Please send resume to 
FBC, P.O. Box 1188, Tuckerman, AR 72473.

FBC, Augusta, is seeking resumes for full time 
pastor. Please send resume to FBC Search Commit-
tee, 310 Pearl St., Augusta, AR 72006.

First Baptist Church (SBC) of Evening Shade is seek-
ing a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. Please 
send resume to FBCES Pastor Search Committee, 290 
AR 230, Cave City, AR 72521. 

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., is prayerfully 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to 
newhopebaptistjay@gmail.com. 

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Calvary Baptist Church, Neosho, Mo., is seeking a 
full-time worship pastor. We are a very mission-

minded church. Our worship style is blended worship, 
with full praise band. Resumes can be sent to austin-
wylly@me.com.

The Arkansas River Valley Baptist Association is in 
search for God’s man to lead our association. 
For more information, please see our website: ARVBA.
com - AM job description. Please send resumes to At-
tention A.M. Search Team, Arkansas River Valley Baptist 
Association, 801 E. 16th, Russellville, AR 72801. We will 
be accepting resumes till Dec. 31, 2014.

Southern Heights Baptist Church is currently seeking 
both a full-time youth pastor and a full-time 
worship leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, 
AR 72616.

First Baptist Church, Lepanto, is searching for a wor-
ship leader and student pastor. Both positions 
are part-time. Email resumes to Anthony@fbclepanto.
com.

Rose Bud First Baptist Church is seeking a full-time 
youth pastor. Send Resume to Rose Bud First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 167, Rose Bud, AR 72137, or email re-
sume to rbfbc@windstream.net.

Levy church seeks pianist: Apply to 3501 Pike Ave., 
North Little Rock, 72118 or steventiner@levybaptist.
com.

First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge, is prayerfully seek-
ing a part-time children’s ministry director to 
lead volunteers and kids birth-sixth grade. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Request more information 
or send resumes: al@prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla., is 
seeking a full-time children’s minister. Send 
resumes to Children’s Minister Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net.

Part-time kitchen assistant needed at Park 
Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock. Information 
for this position can be obtained at plowery@parkh-
illbaptist.org or 501-771-6755.

Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark, Mo., is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. Send resumes and 
a video link if possible to tkendrick@hopedale.org or 
mail to 5370 N. State Highway NN, Ozark, MO 65721.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is seeking a 
full-time minister of music to lead our blended 
worship services. Located in central Arkansas, Union 
Valley has an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing adult and 
youth choirs, as well as the praise band. Send resume 
to timsparks@centurytel.net.

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, Okla.,  
is seeking a full-time minister of music. Send 
resumes to Minister of Music Search Committee, c/o 
New Hope Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Dun-
can, OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cableone.net. 

Pianist needed at Calvary Baptist Church in Ben-
ton. Contact Jerry Williams: 501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seeking a full-
time youth minister. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us 
at fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Congo Road Baptist Church of Benton is seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Please send resume to 
Congo Road Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor, P.O. Box 1218, 
Benton, AR 72018-1218 or email jeff@congoroadbap-
tistchurch.org.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Furnished condo for rent in Little Rock: one 
bedroom/two bath, furnished office and fold-out 
couch (sleep four max), 1,050 sq ft hardwoods, full-
size w/d. Stocked kitchen and baths. Stay a month 
($1,600), a week ($700), a day ($125). Cable, internet, 
pool and patio with gas grills. In Midtown minutes 
from hospitals, shopping and University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Available Nov. 1, 2014. Toni at 501-765-
0158, tonipoindexter@gmail.com.

For sale: 1987 TMCI 47-passenger bus 
“coach.” $13,500. For more information, call Michael: 
870-240-6648.

Refurbished church buses (American Bus 
Sales). George Foshee – 501-767-6020.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of January.

◆ Jan. 7: Coleson Lechner, OBU Box 4304, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; Mozambique. 
◆ Jan. 15: Hanna Park, OBU Box 3923, Arkadelphia, 
 AR 71998-0001; Indonesia. 
◆  Jan. 25: Angella Valencia, OBU Box 4080, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Chile. 

Submit your classi� eds online:
arkansasbaptist.org/ad

SEWING TOYS FOR MISSIONS – Pathfinder clients of the Sewing Sisters 
group at Military Road Baptist Church in Jacksonville made 80 dolls and 40 dogs 
during the past two months. The toys were made to give to children during a 
mission trip to the Amazon by Beyond the Walls Ministries of Alexandria, La. The 
project was directed by Betty Cundiff of Jacksonville. From left: Pam Wagers, of 
Louisiana; Wagers’ mother, Betty Cundiff, of Jacksonville; Wagers’ daughter, Julie 
Dalme, of Louisiana, and Military Road Baptist Church Sewing Sisters members 
Phyllis Quinlivan, Sylvia Ollar, Crystal Redd and Jessica Cornett. Courtesy of The 
Arkansas Leader

BURNETT HONORED – Trinity 
Baptist Church, Texarkana, held a 
commemoration service Nov. 30 to 
honor Johnny Burnett for 60 years 
of ordained ministry. He has served 
churches in multiple states and 
served 34 years as an International 
Mission Board missionary. From 
left: Bill Saxby, Trinity Baptist 
Church pastor; Barbara Burnett, 
wife of Johnny Burnett, and Johnny 
Burnett.

THREE MISSIONS Connec-
tion 2014 events were offered 
in mid-November by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC). About 160 peo-
ple participated.

The goal of the events was 
to give participants the oppor-
tunity to learn about missions 
partnership opportunities 
and to have their questions 
answered, said Bob Fielding, 
ABSC missions team member.

The event provided partici-
pants a chance to meet long-
term missionaries and church 
planters from 10 locations. 

“The presenters at this 
event are looking for partners 
– prayer partners, mission 
team partners, etc – so the 160 
or so people who came were 
able to hear all 10 presenters 

and then go to three breakout 
sessions in the afternoon to 
get the ‘kitchen sink,’” said 
Fielding. “I’ve already heard 
that two couples are consider-
ing moving to Chicago to help 
with church planting.”

Laura Macfarlan, director of 
Heart Life Women’s Ministry 
at First Baptist Church, Siloam 
Springs, attended.

“I came away more inspired 
and equipped to pray and cer-
tainly filled with a desire to 
go!” she said.

 The events took place Nov. 
13 at First Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville; Nov. 14 at Mt. Car-
mel Baptist Church, Cabot, 
and Nov. 15 at Central Baptist 
Church, Magnolia.

For more information, con-
tact bfielding@absc.org.

Events focus on missions

DESHA – Troy 
Sharp, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, 
Desha, will be hon-
ored during a drop-in 
retirement reception 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 28 in the 
church’s Family Life 
Center.

Sharp has served as 

pastor of First Baptist 
for 15 years, having 
come to the church 
in Jan. 1, 2000. He 
currently serves on 
the Arkansas Baptist 
News board of direc-
tors and is chairman 
of the budget and 
finance committee. 
Sharp previously 

served as a church planter for 
the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board (now the North 
American Mission Board) 
in Oregon, Washington and 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
from 1981 to 1989.

Sharp and his wife, Deedee, 
plan to continue to make 
their home in the Desha 
community.

Troy Sharp to be honored Dec. 28

Sharp
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Obituaries
Leroy French, 85, formerly 

of Fort Smith, 
died Nov. 22, 
in Burleson, 
Texas. He was 
born Sept. 17, 
1929, in Oke-
mah, Okla. He 
was a builder 
and an archi-
tect and built 

the Bible Chapel at Ouachita 
Baptist University. He attend-
ed Ouachita Baptist Universi-
ty in Arkadelphia and South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. He pastored numerous 
churches in Arkansas and was 
a member and associate pas-
tor of Bluff Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith. He also 
made 13 mission trips to the 
Philippines and two to South 
Korea. He was preceded in 
death by a son. He is survived 
by his wife of 66 years, Helen, 
one daughter, six grandchil-
dren, two great-grandchildren, 
six sisters and a brother. Fu-
neral services were held Nov. 
26 at Bluff Avenue Baptist 
Church, followed by burial at 
Bowers Cemetery in Eufaula, 
Okla.

On the move

Steve Ellison, camp admin-
istrator for Ouachita Baptist 
Assembly in Mena, was named 
interim associational mission-
ary for the Ouachita Baptist 
Association following Marvin 

Church life
Central Baptist Church, 

Hot Springs’ Sanctuary 
Choir, led by music director 
Brian Skinkle, will present the 
Christmas cantata “I Hear the 
Prophet Callin’” Dec. 14.

Milestones
Marvin and Pam Peters 

were honored at a celebration 
tea held Nov. 16 at First Bap-
tist Church in Mena. Marvin 
Peters recently retired as associ-
ational missionary of Ouachita 
Baptist Association.

Peters’ retirement in Novem-
ber. Peters served as Ouachita 
Baptist Association’s associa-
tional missionary for six years.

Howard Kisor left the Ar-
kansas River Valley Baptist 
Association Oct. 31. He had 
served there as associational 

missionary since March 2005. 
He is now pastor of Crow 
Mountain Baptist Church in 
Russellville.

Interim ministry conference set for Feb. 17-18 at Camp Paron

BAPTIST WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, 
hosted the Mount Zion Baptist Association Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer on 
Sunday, Nov. 2. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY – 
Members of First Baptist Church, 
Mayflower, participated in Make a 
Difference Day in October. The focus 
of the event, which was sponsored 
by THV11, was cleaning up damage 
in the Mayflower area caused by the 
April storm. First Baptist served as 
the hub for cleanup crews on Make a 
Difference Day. The church also host-
ed Samaritan’s Purse in the summer 
and helped with storm cleanup. In 
addition, the church helps storm 
victims through active involvement 
with Interfaith and Partners Alliance. 
Pictured is First Baptist Pastor David 
Fox and four women from THV11.

PARON – The Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
is offering an Interim Ministry 
for Today’s Church conference 
Feb. 17-18 at Camp Paron. The 
event is designed to enhance 
and improve the skill of men 
involved in interim ministry or 
those desiring to get involved 
in interim ministry.  

The time between perma-

nent pastors is a critical time 
for a church. The conference 
will prepare participants to de-
velop a covenant with a congre-
gation that clearly describes the 
responsibilities of the interim 
pastor and the congregation. 
Additionally, participants will 
learn how to study a congrega-
tion and determine where the 
church might need assistance. 

This is done to prepare the 
church for the coming of a new 
pastor.

“This conference will teach 
participants how to do interim 
ministry. It will give them tools 
to help churches stay focused 
on their mission as they pre-
pare for their new pastor,” said 
Jimmie Sheffield, executive ad-
ministrator for the ABSC and 

leader of the conference. 
Sheffield said he feels that 

the conference offers a great 
opportunity for someone inter-
ested in helping churches that 
are between pastors. 

“You could be a retired pas-
tor or someone who wants to 
be a pastor but is not ready for 
full-time ministry,” he said. 
“This conference is perfect if 

you want to do interim min-
istry.”

The conference is a stand-
alone workshop; but it is also a 
requirement for those interest-
ed in becoming an intentional 
interim pastor. The deadline 
for registration is Jan. 17.  

For more information and 
to register for the event, visit 
absc.org/interim. 
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From the ShelfWomen&Faith

By Julie Beavers

MINISTER’S WIFE. Some 
women pray to marry a preacher 

man. Some women cringe 
at the thought. But 
if your husband is a 
preacher, music minis-
ter, discipleship min-
ister, youth minister, 
etc., you are a minis-
ter’s wife. Like it or 
not!

I married a man 
that knew he was 
called to ministry 

but was still in 
college and didn’t 

have a full-time 
ministry job. Four 
days after we got 

home from our hon-
eymoon, a church 

called and I’ve been 
a minister’s wife ever 

since. I have listened to 

drama-filled junior high girls, sung 
in the choir (lip-synched is more 
like it), hosted deacon dinners, led 
Bible studies, worked in the nurs-
ery, washed dishes – you get the 
picture.

You understand – because this 
is your life too. You aren’t just the 
woman sitting on the front pew 
on Sunday mornings; you’re the 
woman behind the man. You are 
cooking breakfast, dressing chil-
dren, finding lost Bibles and lov-
ingly disciplining your children on 
the way to church, because your 
husband has been at church for 
hours already.

There are times you feel like 
you’re the only one who has Sun-
days like this. Let me tell you that 
not only are you not alone, there 
are a whole bunch of us living the 
same kind of life. Some of us have 
been doing it for many years, some 
just a few. Some have served in only 
one church, some move every few 

years. The specifics may be differ-
ent, but trust me, the stories are the 
same. God has blessed you – us – 
with the gift of a minister husband. 
We were chosen to be a ministers’ 
wives. Is it hard? Yes! Is it wonder-
ful? Yes! Serving the Lord with my 
husband is exactly what I want to 
be doing.

As Arkansas Baptists, we’re for-
tunate to have a group of ministers’ 
wives that get together, talk, listen, 
cry and laugh. We see each other 
in person, but most often we “get 
together” on our private Facebook 
page. We would love to have you 
join us. Friend me – Julie Skutt 
Beavers – on Facebook, and I’ll add 
you! We want to connect with you. 
We know you are special and the 
role you play in your home and in 
your church is different than any-
one else’s. We love you!

Julie Beavers is the wife of Stephen 
Beavers, church planter/pastor at 
Delta Baptist Church, Pine Bluff.

“Charm is deceptive and beauty 
is fleeting, but a woman who fears 

the Lord will be praised...”
 Proverbs 31:30 (HCSB)

Ministers’ wives find ways to connect

We owe the pastor’s wife a great debt of love
By Joe McKeever

WE’RE ALL vulnerable.
Everyone who walks in the 

church door can be helped or 
hurt in what happens during 
the next hour. Whether saint 
or sinner, preacher or pew-
sitter, old-timer or newcomer, 
child or geezer, everyone is vul-
nerable and should be treated 
respectfully, faithfully, care-
fully.

No one in the church fam-
ily is more vulnerable than the 
pastor’s wife. She is the key fig-
ure in the life of the pastor and 
plays the biggest role in his suc-
cess or failure. 

And yet many churches 
treat her as an unpaid employ-
ee, an uncalled assistant pas-
tor, an always available office 
volunteer, a biblical expert and 
a psychological whiz.

She is almost always a reli-
able helper, as well as an un-
derappreciated servant.

You might not think so, but 
she is the most vulnerable per-
son in the building. That is to 
say, she is the single most likely 
person to become the victim 
of malicious gossip, sneaky in-
nuendo, impossible expecta-

tions and pastoral frustrations.
The pastor’s wife can be 

hurt in a hundred ways – 
through attacks on her hus-
band, her children, herself. 
Her pain is magnified by one 
great reality: She cannot fight 
back. She cannot give a certain 
member a piece of her mind 
for criticizing the 
pastor’s children, 
cannot straighten 
out the deacon 
who is making 
life miserable for 
her husband and 
cannot stand up to 
the finance commit-
tee who, once again, 
failed to approve a 
needed raise.

She has to 
take it in si-
lence, most of the time.

It takes the best Christian 
in the church to be a pastor’s 
wife and pull it off. And that’s 
the problem: In most cases, 
she’s pretty much the same 
kind of Christian as everyone 
else. When the enemy attacks, 
she bleeds.

The pastor’s wife has no say-
so in how the church is run and 
receives no pay, yet she has a 

lot to do with whether her hus-
band gets called to that church 
and succeeds once he arrives. 
That’s why I counsel pastors 
to include with their resume 
a photo of their family. The 
search committee will want to 
see the entire family, particu-
larly the pastor’s wife, and will 

try to envision 
whether they 
would “fit” in 
“our” church.

The pastor’s 
wife occupies no 

official position, was 
not the object of a 
church vote and gives 
no regular reports to 
the congregation on 

anything. And yet 
no one person 
in the church is 

more influential in making the 
pastor a success – or a failure – 
than she is.

She is the object of a world 
of expectations:

– She is expected to dress 
modestly and attractively, well 
enough but not overly ornate.

– She is expected to be the 
perfect mother, raising disci-
plined children who are mod-
els of well-behaved offspring 

for the other families, to be 
her husband’s biggest support-
er and prayer warrior and to 
attend all the church functions 
faithfully and, of course, bring 
a great casserole.

– Since her husband is 
subject to being called away 
from home at all hours, she 
is expected to understand this 
and have worked it out with 
the Lord from the time of her 
marriage – if not from the mo-
ment of her salvation – and to 
have no problem with it.  

– She is expected to run her 
household well on the limited 
funds the church can pay and 
keep her family looking like a 
million bucks.

And those are just for start-
ers!

The pastor’s children like-
wise suffer in silence as they 
share their father with hun-
dreds of church members, 
each of whom feel they own a 
piece of him and can do little 
about it. (But that’s another 
article.)

Editor’s Note: This is the first 
installment of a two-part series. 
Joe McKeever is a cartoonist, 
writer and former associational 
missionary.

MINISTERS’ WIVES

PART ONE OF TWO

‘Sacred Influence: How God 
Uses Wives to Shape the 
Souls of Their Husbands’
– Gary L. Thomas

You’ve pleaded, bad-
gered and nagged, but 
your husband still won’t 

listen to 
you. How 
can you 
help him 
become the 
man God 
i n t e n d s 
him to be? 
A p p l y i n g 

the concepts from his best-
seller “Sacred Marriage,” 
Thomas gives you a man’s 
eye view of how to posi-
tively motivate your spouse 
and cultivate a deep and 
true relationship with him.

‘A Praying Life: Connecting 
With God In A Distracting 
World’
– Paul Miller

Miller offers a practical 
real-life approach to prayer 
for busy families. His hon-

est down-
t o - e a r t h 
a d v i c e 
shows how 
to practice 
praying in 
the midst 
of daily rou-
tine. You’ll 

learn to pray like a child, 
live your Father’s story, un-
derstand unanswered peti-
tions and more. 

‘What Did You Expect?
Redeeming the Realities  
of Marriage’ 
– Paul David Tripp 

Internationally known 
speaker, pastor, teacher, 
and author calls engaged 
and married couples to a 

grace-based 
lifestyle of 
daily recon-
c i l i a t i on , 
marked by 
six practi-
cal com-
mitments. 
D i s c o v e r 

how to grow a thriving, 
grace-based marriage in all 
circumstances and seasons 
of your relationship. 

For more information, go to 
flourish.me/tools/
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Vickie Lee
member

First Baptist 
Sherwood

I still remember the day we learned 
we were going to be grandparents. 
When the big announcement was 
made, we were in the midst of photo-
graphing our family at a park. Through 
a series of photos, we notice the vari-
ous levels of shock, 
which fade and be-
come pure joy. 

Can you imag-
ine the shepherds’ 
shock on a still, 
silent night? The 
sheep are safe. 
Darkness sur-
rounds the shepherds as 
they sit around a small 
campfire. Suddenly, the 
night sky lights up. Above 
the weary shepherds and 
sleeping sheep, an angel 
announces the birth of 
the Christ Child. Then 
heaven erupts in praises 
to God (Luke 2:9-14).

As the shepherds re-
cover from the initial 
shock, they are filled 
with joy and are anxious to see this 
Baby. Because they “hurried off” 
(Luke 2:16), one must assume that the 
shepherds immediately packed their 
simple belongings, gathered the sheep 
and set off for Bethlehem. It is also 
true that the dirty and despised 
shepherds were the first people God 

used to carry the good news to other 
people. Although they had no special 
training, the Lord used simple shep-
herds for His divine purpose (Luke 2:9, 
16-17).

To Christians, the Christmas story 
is a familiar one. 
It provides hope 
and purpose for 
our lives. However, 
there are funda-
mental truths that 
can be applied to 
our lives today.

First, God saw 
a lost and dying world. In 
order that He might save 
us from our sins, God 
sent His only Son, Jesus, 
to earth as a humble baby. 
Without the gift of Christ, 
we are doomed.

Second, God can use 
anyone to deliver the 
good news of Christ. Eco-
nomic status, nationality 
and education don’t mat-
ter. God can use anyone, 

even simple shepherds, to spread the 
gospel.

Third, the shepherds could have 
remained fearful and run away. 
Instead, they knew the importance of 
this event and wanted to share their 
discovery with others. 

Don’t hide your faith. Share it.

done nothing wrong.” 
The Lord, however, wouldn’t let 

David go on this way, and His hand was 
heavy upon him. He rebuked David 
until his whole body hurt, and he felt 
like a withered plant in a drought. 

Finally, in Psalm 
32:5, he confessed. 
I picture him 
going back to the 
Temple with a 
young bull. He 
seeks out a priest, 
confesses his need 
and watches the 

blood splash across the 
altar. Then he says with 
relief, “Thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin.”

Now in Psalm 32:6-7, 
he says, “Thou art my hid-
ing place.” 

What a difference! 
He tried to conceal his 

sin and found it impos-
sible, but he learned that 
the Lord is the true Hid-
ing Place. Blessed is the 

man who knows this!
From the New Testament, we under-

stand that Jesus’ blood is the payment 
for our sin, and we look to Him for de-
liverance from our guilty consciences: 

“There is therefore now no condem-
nation” (Rom. 8:1) for the ones who 
confess and trust in Him!

Shiela Stadler
member

Fianna Hills Baptist 
Fort Smith

Have you ever been involved in a 
group project? If so, you understand 
that to be a successful team, you need 
several elements: (1) leaders who accept 
responsibility and are able to imple-
ment a plan, (2) members who sacrifice 
equally and do not 
seek personal rec-
ognition and (3) a 
team who is united 
in their purpose of 
attaining the goal.

Having returned 
from their Babylo-
nian exile, the Isra-
elites’ first desire was to re-
establish worship to God. 
Two priests, Jeshua and 
Zerubbabel, began lead-
ing the people in worship 
and building an altar for 
sacrifice. This act was not 
some secondhand idea of 
a few Israelites. 

Ezra 3:1 says, “The peo-
ple gathered themselves 
together as one man to 
Jerusalem.” 

When the altar was built, the people 
began offering sacrifices in accordance 
with the Law of Moses (Ezra 3:2-6).

Rebuilding the Temple took plan-
ning. Each Israelite was assigned a task, 
gave sacrificially and was involved in 
gathering the building materials. Upon 
completion of the altar, the people re-

joiced, giving a “great shout of praise to 
the Lord” (Ezra 3:10-11).

The Israelites celebrated the oppor-
tunity to worship the Lord. In Ezra 
6:19-22, the Israelites observed the 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. Both obser-
vances reflect on 
God’s faithfulness 
to His children. 
God desires to 
bring broken peo-
ple back into fel-
lowship with Him.

Within these 
Scriptures are truths that 
can be applied in our lives.

First, our worship 
should be genuine – 
done with our whole 
hearts, minds and souls. 
God knows when we go 
through the motions. 

Second, God should get 
all the glory because He 
orchestrates everything. 
Worship is all about the 
Lord and no one else.

Third, God is always at work. He 
can place the right people in the right 
places at the right time in history to 
bring hope and restoration.

Last, in the local Church, believers 
join together to encourage one another 
in their Christian walks and to accom-
plish the Lord’s Great Commission.

Psalm 42 and 43 show a side of faith 
that’s sometimes overlooked. Here we 
find a man in turmoil because the Lord 
seems absent during terrible oppres-
sion. 

In Psalm 42, he compares himself to 
a deer panting for 
water; he thirsts, 
but God doesn’t 
answer. Every day 
and night is a feast 
of tears while his 
enemies mock 
God’s apparent in-
difference.

His only encourage-
ment is a recollection 
of God’s faithfulness in 
times past. We’re not sure 
what happened in the 
land of the Hermonites or 
on the hill of Mizar, but 
the writer makes his point 
clear: Faithfulness in the 
past is comfort in the pres-
ent.

Nevertheless, his mis-
fortunes come over him 
like relentless waves. What a change in 
imagery this is! First he is like a thirsty 
deer, and now he is like a man caught 
in the crashing waves of the sea. He 
wants to stand, but “all thy waves and 
thy billows are gone over me” (Psa. 
42:7). 

As he waits for rescue, he can only 

cling to what he knows to be true –  the 
fact that God is faithful.

Therefore, he’s encouraged by the 
loving-kindness shown in the day, and 
it gives him a song in the night. 

Lying on his bed, with the enemy 
at the gates and 
tears streaking his 
cheeks, he sings 
prayers to the God 
of his life. 

In Psalm 43, 
we get to read one 
of these prayers 
when he asks for 

light and truth to lead 
him to the holy hill. This 
is reminiscent of Psalm 
24 where David seeks to 
approach this hill where 
the King of glory dwells. 
Our writer knows this 
is the place of salvation, 
and he wants light and 
truth to lead the way. 
Then he will go to the 
altar to sacrifice and to 
praise the One who is his 

exceeding joy. 
We, too, may stain our pillows with 

tears, but we’re encouraged by God’s 
affection in the day. We’ve seen His 
faithfulness, so we wait. We weep, but 
we know the King of glory will bring 
us into His holy hill and give us His 
blessing.

Shiela Stadler
member

Fianna Hills Baptist
Fort Smith

God provides a Savior 
LUKE 2:8-20

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

DECEMBER 28, 2014

Vickie Lee
member

First Baptist 
Sherwood

A young girl I know went to Sunday 
school and learned that Jesus died on 
the cross for sins. Her parents asked 
about it, and she confidently said, “But 
I’m not a sinner!” 

In Psalm 32, David recounts the 
blessing for those 
who acknowledge 
sin and seek for-
giveness from the 
Lord.

In the first two 
verses, he teaches 
that the forgiven 
are blessed. He had 
been to the Temple many 
times and witnessed the 
death of countless animals 
and the sprinkling of their 
blood; he understood 
what it meant to have 
sin covered. The forgiven 
man, he says, is blessed to 
be alive and fortunate not 
to suffer the same fate as 
the animal.

In Psalm 32:3-4, 
he confesses his per-
sonal experience. There was a time 
when he refused to admit wrong-
doing and pretended to be sinless. 
I imagine him at the Tem-
ple with his various offerings, 
but he has nothing for his trespass of-
fering. 

“Not for me today,” he says. “I’ve 

Shelter of God’s forgiveness
PSALM 32:1-7

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

God ordains restoration
ERZA 3:1-7, 10-11; 6:19-22

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Shelter of God’s encouragement
PSALM 42:1-3, 6-8; 43:3-5

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

DECEMBER 21, 2014
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Cindy James
children’s minister

Calvary Baptist 
Camden

The Bible provides many stories that 
illustrate how much God values obe-
dience. For example, Abraham obeys 
when it is difficult; Jonah learns to 
obey the hard way, and Noah obeys a 
strange request to build a big boat!

To appreciate 
Ezra’s complete 
obedience to God, 
we look at Ezra 7:1-
10 during the time 
of King Artaxerxes’ 
reign.

This is where Ez-
ra’s mission comes 
in. He had been prepared 
by God as a well-suited 
tool to bring needed help 
to those in Jerusalem. He 
was a leader for the ex-
iles and gained the king’s 
favor to let them return to 
Jerusalem to take part in 
the growing work of God. 
Ezra’s credentials were 
excellent: He was a priest 
who could prove his gene-
alogy (Ezra 7:1-6), he was 
a knowledgeable scribe (Ezra 7:6) and 
his purpose of heart was to first seek, 
then do (obey) and then teach the law 
(Ezra 7:10).

Sending such a man was a great 
proof of God’s grace toward the Jews in 
Jerusalem who, meanwhile, had med-
dled so badly with evil. Ezra completely 

obeys the call of God. It was God’s 
work and His good hand upon Ezra 
that was the secret of his success. Ezra 
recognized God’s hand in all things 
(Ezra 7:6, 9).

Sometimes as parents, we ask our 
children to do 
things they don’t 
understand. Yet it 
is still important 
they obey. Dis-
obeying can be the 
difference between 
life and death.

In Deuterono-
my, God told the Israelites 
many times that if they 
followed His commands, 
He would give them 
good things. God also 
gave the Israelites many 
warnings about the hard-
ships they would suffer 
if they chose not to obey 
His instructions (Deut. 
28:15-20). If we fail to obey 
God, there will be conse-
quences. 

God rewards obedience gener-
ously, and ultimately, He knows our 
hearts. To obey Him, we must be 
wi l l ing  to  be  obedient . 
We must be like Ezra and 
prepare our hearts properly to 
fully dedicate ourselves to God in com-
plete obedience.

and peace of God. They also knew 
God would give them strength to face 
the destruction once they opened the 
storm door. What a testimony and a 
perfect illustration of Psalm 46!

Psalm 46:1 (NKJV) says, “God is 
our refuge and 
strength, a very 
present help in 
trouble.” 

We need a ref-
uge to run to when 
facing the storms 
in life. However, 
God is not a physi-

cal refuge; He is a spiri-
tual refuge. 

In response to disas-
ters, the psalmist says, 
“God is in the midst of 
her” (Psa. 46:5a, NKJV), 
and, “The Lord of hosts 
is with us” (Psa. 46:7a, 
NKJV). In the midst of 
our disaster, the Lord is 
present with us, giving us 
strength and peace. 

In the midst of your 
storm, retreat to God as your spiritual 
storm shelter. 

The Lord advises, “Be still, and 
know that I am God” (Psa. 46:10a, 
NKJV). 

The storm invokes action and fear. 
God’s presence in the midst of our 
storm gives us strength and peace.

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

Winston Churchill has been called 
the “Man of the Century.” History re-
cords his marvelous talents as a states-
man, orator and world leader who 
could stir the masses to persevere in the 
face of any odds. Like Churchill, Ne-
hemiah was a man 
who knew how to 
motivate and in-
spire his country-
men. He knew how 
to motivate others 
to work.

Af ter  four 
months of praying, 
the day finally arrived for 
Nehemiah to present his 
petition before the king. 
In that four-month time, 
Nehemiah had come 
under the conviction 
that God had an impor-
tant role for him to play 
in solving the dilemma of 
his people. Nehemiah’s 
opportunity came one day 
as he was performing his 
duties as cupbearer. The 
king noticed Nehemiah’s countenance 
and asked him why he was so sad.

Nehemiah explained to the king that 
the city of his father’s was in ruins. He 
asked the king for permission to return 
to the city to rebuild it. 

Nehemiah 2:8 records, “And be-
cause the gracious hand of my God was 

on me, the king granted my requests.” 
Nehemiah gave God the credit for 

the king’s permission and provisions. 
Nehemiah 2:17-18 tells us of the in-

spiring speech to the people. After his 
inspection of the walls of the city, Ne-

hemiah called the 
people to action: 
“Come, let us re-
build the wall of Je-
rusalem.” He gave 
the people a reason 
to get involved in 
the work. Nehe-
miah’s speech was 

so inspiring, the people 
were prompt, ready to get 
to work and unanimous to 
work together.

My son’s shop teacher 
in high school would 
pound in students’ heads, 
“When building, always 
measure twice, cut once.” 
It made such an impres-
sion on my 18-year-old, he 
named his Valedictorian 
speech “Measure Twice, 

Cut Once.” These are wise words for 
careful planning. Nehemiah was suc-
cessful because he coupled specific 
prayer with careful planning.

Nehemiah teaches us about the 
power of prevailing prayer, the impor-
tance of proper planning and the value 
of tireless perseverance.

My wife and I live on a small, pri-
vate lake. We love to watch the Canada 
geese fly in and land on the water. We 
are privileged each year to witness little 
goslings following closely behind their 
mother. The hen will raise and extend 
her wings and 
the goslings will 
gather to her and 
she will bring her 
wings down closely 
around them. You 
don’t know they’re  
under her unless 
she stands or raises 
her wings. This is the way 
she protects them. 

Psalm 91:4a (NKJV) 
says, “He shall cover you 
with His feathers, and 
under His wings you shall 
take refuge.” 

Lovingly, God likens 
Himself to a hen shelter-
ing her young from dan-
ger. The psalmist says God 
protects His people from 
the many dangers they face 
like snares and pestilence (Psa. 91:3), 
thieves and battles (Psa. 91:5), destruc-
tion (Psa. 91:6), judgment (Psa. 91:7-
8), evil and plagues (Psa. 91:10), stones 
(Psa. 91:12), attacks from the animal 
kingdom (Psa. 91:13) and trouble (Psa. 
91:15). We can easily apply modern 
equivalents to these.   

This wonderful promise of protec-
tion is for those who dwell and abide 
in God presence. 

Psalm 91:1 (NKJV) says, “He who 
dwells in the secret place of the Most 
High shall abide under the shadow of 

the Almighty.” 
The Hebrew 

word for “abide” 
means “to spend 
the night.” It 
doesn’t necessar-
ily mean to sleep 
all night but does 
indicate staying in 

one location for the night. 
There is a word play be-
tween day and night in 
Psalm 91:5 and Psalm 
91:6. The Hebrews were 
accustomed to dividing 
the 24-hour period into 
four equal parts. When 
we abide or take up resi-
dence under the shadow 
of the Almighty, we are as-
sured of round-the-clock, 
24-hour protection. It is 

about constant fellowship with Him.
God is more than a shelter of pro-

tection from life’s dangers. When we 
take up residence in His fellowship 
and set our love on Him (Psa. 91:14), 
then He promises us deliverance, ex-
altation, honor, long life and salvation 
(Psa. 91:14-16).

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

God commands obedience
EZRA 7:1-10 
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An important part of psychologi-
cal healing for those who have gone 
through a disaster is to tell and retell 
their story. 

When I am on a disaster relief de-
ployment, I encourage disaster victims 
to tell their stories. 
Last year, a torna-
do victim shared 
how they rode out 
the tornado in 
their storm shel-
ter. 

The weather 
reports indicated 
her home was in the direct 
path of the tornado. She 
and her family retreated 
to the shelter, where they 
prayed for protection 
for themselves and their 
neighbors. After a few 
minutes of eerie silence, 
a sound like a freight 
train went straight across 
their property above their 
heads. 

They sat quietly in the 
shelter as the tornado above destroyed 
their home. She said that they were 
never afraid. I asked if it was because 
they had a good, solid shelter. She ex-
plained to me that their trust was not 
in the storm shelter, but they trusted 
in God as their refuge and strength. 
The whole family felt the presence 

Shelter of God’s peace
PSALM 46:1-11
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NEHEMIAH 2:1-8, 17-18 
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Shelter of God’s protection
PSALM 91:1-16
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We live in a day when human life 
is no longer regarded as sacred. The 
devaluing of life is spreading through 
violence and abortion; and the push 
for euthanasia is further destroying the 
sanctity of human life.

All of these 
problems stem 
from the erosion 
of the Bible as the 
standard for truth 
in our society. 
Without the Bible, 
there is no basis 
for affirming that 
humans are created in the 
image of God and that 
human life is sacred. For 
the survival of our nation 
and culture, we desper-
ately need to understand 
and proclaim the biblical 
truth regarding the sanc-
tity of human life.

When Noah and his 
family emerged from the 
ark, all human and animal 
life, except for that on the 
ark, had been destroyed. It was a new 
beginning for the human race, which 
God had judged because of its corrup-
tion and violence (Gen. 6:11-13). It is 
significant that one of the first things 
God affirmed to Noah was the sanctity 
of human life. 

Genesis 9:1 and Genesis 9:7 show 
that human life is to be propagated to 
promote God’s purpose on the earth. 
Human life has priority over animal 
life (Gen. 9:2-4; Psa. 8:6-8). Genesis 
9:1 says that “God blessed Noah and 

his sons.” God’s 
blessing here pro-
vided for the prop-
agation, priority 
and protection of 
human life.

Psalm 139:13 
says, “For you cre-
ated my inmost 

being; you knit me togeth-
er in my mother’s womb.” 

This verse describes the 
care our Creator used as 
He brought each of us to 
life. Everything about us 
drew God’s close, person-
al attention and brought 
a smile of approval to our 
Father’s face – even before 
we took our first breath.

You and I were unique-
ly formed in our mother’s 

womb. When we fail to care for the 
hungry, to honor the elderly, to protect 
the innocent or to respect individuals 
who are different from us, we offend 
the One who made us all.

Our text clearly shows that since 
God values human life, so must we.

should have justice. The guilty are to 
have justice (Ex. 23:1-3). We are told not 
to give a false testimony, not to go along 
with the crowd and not to show favorit-
ism to a person because he is destitute. 

The enemy should have justice 
(Ex. 23:4-5). If we 
find an enemy’s 
donkey, we are to 
return it. If our 
enemy’s donkey 
needs help, we are 
to help. 

The righteous 
should have justice 

(Ex. 23:6-8). Be fair to the 
poor, don’t condemn the 
innocent through legal 
tricks and don’t take a 
bribe. 

Strangers are to have 
justice and not be op-
pressed (Ex. 23:9). 

Lastly, God is to have 
justice (Ex. 23:13). God 
warns His people to be 
obedient and not idola-
trous. 

Often believers focus on social is-
sues that are important to them but 
fail to consider how some legal systems 
and economic policies harm people. 
As believers, we should seek to reform 
such injustices. We should want what 
God wants – “justice for all.”

Gerald Nash
chaplain

Second Baptist
Conway

Protect human life 
GENESIS 9:1-7; PSALM 8:4-8
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Cindy James
children’s minister

Calvary Baptist 
Camden

The Pledge of Allegiance was pub-
lished in 1892 as part of a campaign 
to promote American nationalism 
and instill love of country in young 
minds. The last three words resonate 
with me: “justice for all.” I am grateful 
to those who have 
taken up the fight 
against injustices in 
our country. Our 
country’s found-
ing documents and 
legal system don’t 
always guarantee 
justice for all.

God explicitly con-
demns unjust legal systems 
(Amos 5:10-12). 

The Bible warns that 
wicked leaders can write 
and manipulate laws for 
their advantage. Isaiah 
10:1-2 (HCSB) says, “Woe 
to those enacting crooked 
statutes and writing op-
pressive laws to keep the 
poor from getting a fair 
trial and to deprive the af-
flicted among my people of justice, so 
that widows can be their spoil and they 
can plunder the fatherless.” 

God loves justice (Psalm 11:7) and 
He wants justice for all. This is the idea 
behind a series of laws in Exodus 23. 

Five groups are mentioned who 

When injustice prevails
EXODUS 23:1-13
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Ark. Bapt. Builders builds family’s house for second time
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

VILONIA – In April, Karla 
Arendall lost her house to a 
tornado – for the second time. 
And for the second time, Ar-
kansas Baptist Builders (ABB), 
a construction ministry of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC), was there to 
build a new one for her.

Arendall and her family had 
been in their original house 
for only a few weeks when a 
tornado destroyed the house 
with them inside of it in 2011. 
ABB came together to build a 
two-story house for the fam-
ily in the same location as the 
original. But earlier this year, 
this house, too, was destroyed 
by a tornado. 

Arendall, who has seven 
children, four of whom are 
still at home, said three of her 
children took shelter in a cel-
lar while she and one daughter 
and her mother took shelter at 
a school. When they returned 
to what had been their house, 
they found it destroyed – down 
to the slab. 

One morning shortly after 

the tornado, Arendall told her 
daughter she was considering 
calling ABB, but instead, she 
decided to wait and see what 
God had planned. That same 
day, she saw Bob Roberts, con-
struction coordinator for ABB, 
coming down the road. 

“I told my daughter, ‘You 
know, everything’s going to be 
OK,’” Arendall recalls.

“It’s pretty amazing to just 
watch God through a difficult 
time like this,” she said. “If 
you just wait on Him and let 
Him step in ahead of you and 
just work things out, it’s pretty 
amazing.”

Jackie James, director of 

operations for ABB, said the 
Arendalls were one of the first 
families ABB checked on fol-
lowing the April tornado. 
They found out not only had 
Arendall lost her house, but 
her husband, Jay, had died 
earlier in the year. With tears 
in her eyes, Arendall asked if 
there was any way ABB could 
help her and her family again.

Of course, the answer was, 
“Yes.”

Now construction is under-
way for a new house, located on 
the same slab as the previous 
two houses. This time, instead 
of building a two-story house 
with a slab beside it for a car-

port as they did in 2011, they 
will combine the carport slab 
with the house slab to build a 
single-story house.

James said it’s like working 
on a family member’s house. 

“After we spent so long 
down there building the first 
house, and with the kids and 
Jay and her, they just became 
part of our family,” James said. 

Arendall said she also con-
siders James, Roberts and Rob-
ert Raby, ABB construction 
coordinator, part of her family.

“If there was more people 
in the world like them who 
would give of their time to 
help others unconditionally, 
it’d be a better place,” she said, 
adding, “They’re more than 
just friends; they’ve become 
family to us.”

James said Arendall’s house 
is about 90 percent complete. 
ABB is also building two other 
houses from the ground up 
and still need some volunteer 
teams to help with those.

James noted that Arendall, 
a member of Friendship Bap-
tist Church in Vilonia, has a 
servant’s heart. She recently 
took part in a mission trip to 

Philadelphia to help build a 
church, and she has allowed 
ABB to set up their head-
quarters in her yard as they 
do construction on houses in 
the area. In addition, James 
said she helps ABB teams and 
other homeowners in her area 
however she can.

Despite hard circumstances, 
Arendall’s faith remains intact.

“Through the years, He 
(God) has brought different tri-
als and tribulations in my life, 
and each one, I hope and I be-
lieve, has grown my faith more 
and more,” she said. “And … I 
wouldn’t be here without God 
– I wouldn’t have been able to 
get through all that I’ve been 
through. But with Him, He’s 
given me peace; He’s given 
me strength and courage. And 
when you’re going through a 
trial or tribulation, He always 
sends the people in your life 
that you need most. God’s just 
pretty amazing!”

To read the Arendalls’ story 
from 2011 as published in the 
Arkansas Baptist News, go to ar-
kansasbaptist.org/arendall.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Karla Arendall (center) stands with her children – Cyeth, Levi, Breigh and Mihala – 
at the construction site for their new house.
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