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Gary Hollingsworth (center), pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock, prays for Gov.-elect Asa Hutchinson (lower left)  
and his wife, Susan, during a preinaugural prayer service held at Immauel Baptist Church Jan. 13. Dale Thompson (right), pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith, extends his hand in prayer. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Thousands � ood Capitol for 37th March for Life
LITTLE ROCK – Thousands 
of pro-life advocates flooded 
the steps of the Arkansas 
State Capitol Jan. 18 to par-
ticipate in Arkansas Right to 
Life’s 37th annual March for 
Life. The event recognized the 
42nd anniversary of the Roe 
v. Wade Supreme Court deci-
sion that made abortion legal 

in the United States.
Recently inaugurated Ar-

kansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
marched in the event and was 
keynote speaker. Multiple 
other Arkansas elected offi-
cials were also in attendance, 
including U.S. Sen. Tom 
Cotton, U.S. Congressman 
French Hill, Lt. Gov. Tim 
Griffin, Attorney General Les-
lie Rutledge, Treasurer Dennis 
Milligan, Land Commissioner 
John Thurston and Auditor 
Andrea Lea. Multiple officials 
from the Arkansas state con-
gress were also in attendance.

Wayne Mays, president of 
Arkansas Right to Life, led the 
march and commented on the 
outcome of Arkansas’ recent 
political elections and what 
they mean for the future of the 
pro-life cause in the state.

“Folks, the 2014 elections 
were very, very good for un-
born children and that’s be-
cause of you,” said Mays, ac-
cording to KATV reports.

Mays said Arkansas Right 
to Life’s top legislative priority 

in 2015 is the passage of a bill 
that would ban webcam abor-
tions in the state.

“All unborn sons and 
daughters don’t just belong 
to their parents, but they are 
Gods children, made in God’s 
image, endowed with natural 
rights by their God,” said Cot-
ton. “This is why we as elected 
leaders, why I personally, will 
always stand up for the rights 
for unborn children and the 
innocent, for those who can’t 
stand up for themselves and 
why I am so grateful for all of 
you, for all you do to provide 
them that voice.”

During his keynote address, 
Hutchinson thanked the 
crowd for standing up for the 
pro-life cause in Arkansas.

“This is a larger crowd 
than I had on inauguration 
day. And that’s O.K.,” said 
Hutchinson. “I can’t think of 
a more important start than, 
as governor, to express my 
support for the issues of life, 

Prayer meetings usher 
in Hutchinson’s tenure
LITTLE ROCK – Fittingly, the 
2015 tenure of the top elected 
public official in Arkansas 
began with prayer during the 
preinaugural prayer service 
Tuesday, Jan. 13.

Religious and 
political leaders 
from across the 
state gathered for a 
morning prayer ser-
vice at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in 
Little Rock to pray 
for Asa Hutchinson, 
64, member of First 
Baptist Church, Rog-
ers, who later that 
morning would be 
officially sworn in as 
the 44th elected Ar-
kansas governor.

Among those speaking at 
the prayer service was Dale 
Thompson, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Smith, 
where Hutchinson attended 
during his tenure as admin-
istrator of the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration 
(DEA). 

Following music by the Lit-

tle Rock Christian Academy 
seventh-ninth grade ensemble 
and a welcome by Lt. Gov.-
elect Tim Griffin, Immanuel 
Baptist Pastor Gary Holling-
sworth gave a short message. 

Wes George, pas-
tor of First Baptist 
Church, Rogers, 
also gave a message 
during the program. 
D.C. Washington 
performed the song 
“If I Can Help 
Somebody.”

Following the 
scheduled pro-
gram, Hutchinson 
thanked those in 
attendance for their 
support.

“I am grateful for 
all of you. Thank you for being 
part of this special day. God 
bless you,” said Hutchinson.

In closing, Hollingsworth 
led those in attendance in a 
special prayer for Hutchinson.

“In the Bible there is a sym-
bolic laying on of hands that 

BeOne Conference to teach students apologetics
Lisa Falknor
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – For the 
first time, college-bound 
juniors and seniors in high 
school will get a head start at 
learning how to defend their 
Christian faith in an increas-
ingly hostile culture during 
the BeOne Conference at 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, Feb. 21. 

 Sponsored by the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC) collegiate and young 

leaders team, the one-day event 
starts at 10 a.m. and continues 
until 5 p.m. 

“Conferences in the past 

were strictly for college stu-
dents,” said Chris Lowery, col-
lege pastor of Geyer Springs 
First Baptist. “This is the first 

year that young leaders are 
included.”

 Matt Hubbard, lead stu-
dent pastor at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
and youth breakout session 
apologetics leader, explained 
the change. 

“High school students 
transitioning to college is 
one of the most important 
transitions of life, but one 
of the most overlooked 
transitions,” he said. “From 

See BEONE page 2
See LIFE page 2

See HUTCHINSON page 7

Listen to a podcast 
with Dale Thompson, 
pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Fort Smith, at 
arkansasbaptist.org/
abn-podcast

Singer brings ‘award-winning’ 
worship to FBC, Bentonville

Clay
Crosse
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Ergun Caner steps down as Brewton-Parker president
Joe Westbury
The Christian Index

MOUNT VERNON, Ga. – 
Citing his ongoing broken-
ness following the suicide of 
his teenage son in July, Brew-
ton-Parker College President 
Ergun Caner resigned Jan. 20 
to return to Texas.

Caner’s family had never 
moved to the small town in 
southern Georgia where the 
college is located since he ac-
cepted the presidency on Dec. 
2, 2013. 

Caner cited his November 
heart catheterization as being 
linked to the stress of losing 
his son in the midst of a gru-
eling, yet ultimately success-
ful, reaccreditation process 
with the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS). 

“A heart catheterization, the 
removal of seven pints of fluid 
and all the tests in the world 
can’t resolve this one issue,” he 
stated in referring to the loss 
of his son in Texas while he 
worked in Georgia.

‘I am broken’
“Brewton-Parker College 

cannot become a healthy, 
growing and stable college 
under the leadership of a man 
who is broken. And I am ad-
mitting to you that I am bro-
ken.

“I can’t get over his death, 
and I am not sure I want to. 
I do know that I cannot mus-
ter the fight needed to be the 
leader of our college. My fam-
ily and my heart need healing, 
and you deserve better,” Caner 

said in a prepared statement.
He then stated he was re-

signing “so I can go back to 
Texas and heal with my wife 
and 10-year-old son, Drake. It 
is one thing to lead a college 
through a crisis, but this posi-
tion demands a person’s full 
attention and full strength. At 
the moment, I have neither. 
When Braxton died, a part of 
me died as well.”

Caner said he would ful-
fill whatever obligations are 
necessary through the year, 
“though I believe attending 
to the needs of my family are 
most important to me at the 
moment.”

President 13 months 
He concluded by thanking 

the trustees for calling him 
as president 13 months ago 
and allowing him to see “the 
greatest victories I’ve ever ex-
perienced in my entire 30-year 
professional life.”

Trustees Chairman Gary 
Campbell then called the 
board into executive session 
and, 45-minutes later, released 
a resolution of support for the 
outgoing president.

Caner’s entire first year – 
from December 2013 to De-
cember 2014 – was consumed 
with pursuing the reaccredita-
tion of the struggling college, 
which was already on proba-
tion when he accepted the po-
sition.

Following is a brief time-
line:

– In April 2014, the SACS 
team visited and, as Caner 
said, it “did not go as we had 
expected.”

revival, balanced its budget 
and ended the fiscal year in 
the black.

Caner, 50, was elected the 
16th president of the col-
lege barely two months after 
President Mike Simoneaux 
announced his retirement. 
Simoneaux came to the college 
on academic loan from sister 
college Truett-McConnell in 
March 2011 and was named 
president six months later.

Caner’s younger brother, 
Emir, has been serving as pres-
ident of Truett-McConnell in 
Cleveland since August 2008.

Ergun Caner came to Brew-
ton-Parker from the position 
of provost and academic dean 
at Arlington Baptist College in 
Texas. Previously, he served as 
dean at Liberty Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Lynch-
burg, Va.

Joe Westbury is managing edi-
tor of The Christian Index, the 
news journal of the Georgia Bap-
tist Convention.

continued from page one
LIFE
pro-life and to be here today to 
express unity in this effort.

Hutchinson said that he 
attended his first Arkansas 
Right to Life rally 28 years ago 
on the steps of the Capitol. He 

said that back then he was the 
only statewide political candi-
date in attendance and that no 
statewide office holders, con-
gressmen or senators attended 
the event. 

“Today it is different,” said 
Hutchinson. 

“We have our congress-
men here. We have our state 

officials, and by the way, the 
first time that I understand 
a sitting attorney general has 
attended this rally.

“While I am honored to 
speak here today, I yearn for 
the day when speeches like 
this and marches like this are 
no longer necessary,” said 
Hutchinson.

Hutchinson said that the 
right to life is the foundation 
of all other rights. “I pray for 
the day when the sanctity of 
life, all life, isn’t up for debate, 
but that the courts reverse the 
Supreme Court decision that 
brought us to this point and 
that we allow the state to once 
again protect innocent life.”

– On June 19, the agency 
suspended the accreditation 
status, which began a lengthy 
appeals process.

– Early on the evening of 
July 29, shortly before the 
Mount Vernon community 
observed Stand With Brewton-
Parker College Day, Braxton 
Caner committed suicide in 
Texas.

– On Sept. 29, just 103 days 
after learning of the suspen-
sion, SACS notified the col-
lege it would remain fully ac-
credited through the appeals 
process.

– On Dec. 9, SACS – in 
a historic move – reaffirmed 
Brewton-Parker’s accreditation 
status without any blemish 
on its record. The crisis had 
ended five years after it began.

College stronger
In the midst of the year of 

struggle, the college experi-
enced the conversion of more 
than 100 students in the fall 

Bucky Kennedy (left), pastor of First Baptist Church, Vidalia, Ga., and chairman of 
the Brewton-Parker College board of trustees, presents the Caner family with a 
memorial check establishing The Braxton Caner Memorial Fund for the Prevention 
of Suicide and Cyber-bullying. Photo courtesy of Brewton-Parker College

continued from page one
BEONE
adolescence to adulthood, we 
tend to let them fend for them-
selves.” 

Hubbard said the Church 
has seen an increase in drop-
outs at that age – a trend he 
wants reversed.

At the same time 
Hubbard trains youth in apol-

ogetics, Chris Larmoyeux, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Maumelle, will train college 
students on the same topic. 

Larmoyeux said he wants 
to help students break 
down barriers with unbe-
lievers and strengthen their 
own beliefs, too. 

“We’ll be addressing some 
of the arguments the ‘new’ 
atheists are putting forth,” he 
said. “It’s important to give 

students some information on 
how they can reasonably be-
lieve that God does exist.”

Larmoyeux, who has a 
master’s degree in Christian 
apologetics from Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
referenced 1 Peter 3:15-16 as 
his key verse.

 “1 Peter 3:15-16 is the main 
text for apologetics,” said Bill 
Newton, youth minister at 
First Baptist Church, Hot 

Springs, and one of two main 
speakers at the conference. “It 
says to always be prepared to 
defend our faith.” 

Apologetics “helps us en-
gage a world that is ... without 
solid answers,” Newton said.

For more information and 
to register, visit b1bcm.com.

Lisa Falknor writes for the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention 
and is a regional correspondent for 
the Arkansas Baptist News.
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America needs God,
Floyd tells Fox News 
NASHVILLE (BP) – As 
Americans focus on Presi-
dent Obama’s State of 
the Union address, they 
should also consider 
the spiritual state of the 
Union, Southern Baptist 
Convention President 
Ronnie Floyd said during 
an appearance on the Fox 
News Channel Jan. 20.
“I believe it’s time that the 
faith leaders of our coun-
try stand up and encour-
age our country to return 
to God,” Floyd said via 
Skype on Fox’s “The Real 
Story.” “This country was 
based off of a strong Chris-
tian faith many, many 
years ago, and it’s time 
that we understand that 
no longer can we check 
our faith at the door like 
a piece of luggage.” Floyd 
added, “The greatest need 
in America today is a spiri-
tual awakening.”

LifeWay moves forward 
with downtown sale
NASHVILLE (BP) – Life-
Way Christian Resources 
is moving forward with 
the possible sale of its 
Nashville property. Five 
months ago, LifeWay an-
nounced a preliminary 
study of the feasibility of 
selling the ministry’s 14.5-
acre campus in downtown 
Nashville that would 
allow the organization to 
relocate to facilities bet-
ter suited to LifeWay’s fu-
ture. “The results of the 
study confirmed there was 
interest favorable enough 
for us to take another 
step,” said Thom S. Rain-
er, president and CEO of 
LifeWay. LifeWay has had 
conversations with local, 
regional and national 
entities about selling the 
property and accepted of-
fers through mid-January. 
LifeWay’s downtown cam-
pus includes nine build-
ings with more than 1 
million square feet of of-
fice, warehouse and park-
ing space.
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‘Nailbender’ Larry Gray dies at age 71
JUDSONIA – Richard “Larry” 
Gray Sr., 71, of Judsonia, died 
Friday, Jan. 9, at his home. 

Gray was known for his ser-
vant’s heart. Along with his 
wife of 48 years, Judy, he do-
nated many years of time and 
energy to ministries such as 
Nailbenders for Jesus, Camp-
ers on Mission and Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention di-
saster relief. 

Larry Gray was born Sept. 
6, 1943, in Judsonia to Bob 
and Edna Poindexter Gray. 

He and his wife were mem-
bers of Rocky Point Baptist 
Church, Judsonia, where he 
served as a deacon and was on 
the church’s building commit-
tee. Formerly, he taught Sun-
day school.

He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Arkansas State Uni-
versity and a master’s degree 
from the University of Arkan-
sas.

Gray served as a high school 
teacher and principle before 
retiring and devoting his time 
to various ministries.

Judy Gray, organist and 
a Sunday school teacher at 
Rocky Point Baptist, said 
she and her husband did 
disaster relief work in nu-
merous locations, including 

New York, following 9/11, 
and New Orleans, following 
Hurricane Katrina.

Charlie Zimmerman, lead-
man and scheduler for Nail-
benders, noted the couple’s 
“faithfulness to serve.” 

“He (Gray) said that he 
had told God that as long as 
He left him on this earth, he 
would serve Him, and Larry 
lived up to this commitment,” 
Zimmerman recalled. “He was 
a great example to all 
of us of what it means 
to be a ‘good and faith-
ful servant.’”

Zimmerman said as 
Gray’s health declined, 
Gray continued serv-
ing.

“Through his ser-
vice, Larry taught me 
two valuable life lessons: We 
are saved to serve, and God 
does not expect us to do every-
thing, just what we can,” Zim-
merman said. 

Ann Freeland and her 
husband, Sammy, members 
of East Mt. Zion Trinity Bap-
tist Church, Clarksville, were 
friends of the Grays and fellow 
Nailbenders volunteers. She 
reflected on good times they 
shared with the couple.

“Our Nailbender group is 

like a family; our jobs are like 
a revival,” she said. “Larry will 
be missed by all of us and by all 
of the many lives he touched.”

Clarice Cox, co-president of 
Arkansas Campers on Mission 
(COM) with her husband, 
Winfred,  said Larry Gray was 
one of COM’s “most valued 
members.” She said Larry and 
Judy Gray were voted Campers 
of the Year at COM’s spring 
rally.

Judy Gray said it 
was through their 
work with Campers on 
Mission that she and 
her husband learned 
about two camps in 
Florida, where they 
served through the 
years. In addition, they 
served at Camp Siloam 

in Siloam Springs.
She said there were several 

years where they were on the 
road for nine months out of 
the year as they went from 
ministry to ministry.

She described her husband 
as a “hands-on” type of guy; 
and she said the youth were 
on their minds as they did a 
lot of their ministry projects – 
especially those involving Nail-
benders and camps.

“He had a heart for the 

youth – to be sure that we 
would have something to leave 
to them, (such as) a building,” 
Judy Gray said, noting many 
of the buildings they helped 
construct were things like fam-
ily life centers. “He just had 
a heart and a vision to have 
these things in place for the 
next generation.”

Larry Gray was preceded in 
death by his parents and his 
brother, Tony Gray. 

He is survived by his wife; 
son, Richie (Divella) of Dard-
nelle; daughters, Regina (Jerry) 
Boatman of Bald Knob and 
Carol (Matthew) Measel of 
Fort Collins, Colo.; grandchil-
dren, Morgan and Kole Gray, 
Kelsey and Bethany Robinson, 
Kay (Josh) Bennett, Gracie, 
Callan, and Niall Measel; a 
great-grandson, Maxwell Ben-
nett; sisters, Carolyn Gray (Stu 
Langton), Kathy (Gary) Mul-
herin, Diann Gray and Susan 
(Kent) Glossop. He was also 
survived by special friends Ju-
liane Westerman, a former ex-
change student who eventually 
accepted Christ; her husband, 
Daniel Westerman, and their 
children, Jonathan and Caleb.

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 13 at the Powell Funeral 
Home Chapel in Bald Knob. 

Gray

Supporters rally for � red Atlanta � re chief
ATLANTA (BP) – Some 600 
people gathered at the Geor-
gia Capitol Jan. 13 to sup-
port terminated Atlanta fire 
Chief Kelvin Cochran and ask 
elected officials to preserve re-
ligious liberty.

Following the rally, demon-
strators delivered 40,000 peti-
tions to Atlanta Mayor Kasim 
Reed requesting Cochran’s 
reinstatement. Reed fired Co-
chran Jan. 6 following his pub-
lication of a book that calls ho-
mosexual behavior immoral.

Meanwhile, former South-
ern Baptist Convention presi-
dent Bryant Wright warned 
the Georgia House of Repre-
sentatives Jan. 14 that protec-
tion of so-called gay rights is 
threatening religious liberty, 
drawing criticism from an 
openly gay Georgia legislator.

At the rally for Cochran, 
Georgia Baptist Convention 
Executive Director Robert 
White told Christians, “It is 
time to stand up for our faith.”

“We have been very cour-

teous and quiet, but now we 
must become courageous and 
vocal about those things we 
hold dear as Christians and as 
Americans,” White said.

Cochran is a deacon, Sun-
day school teacher and Bible 
study leader at Atlanta’s Eliza-
beth Baptist Church, a cooper-
ating church with the 
Georgia Baptist Con-
vention. 

A two-time Atlanta 
fire chief, Cochran 
also served as U.S. fire 
administrator under 
President Obama from 
2009-10.

“Mayor Reed,” 
White said, “you have prob-
ably fired the most loyal em-
ployee you ever had.”

Cochran delivered the final 
address of the rally, telling sup-
porters that “freedom of reli-
gion and freedom of speech 
are under attack.”

Cochran said his termina-
tion served as a warning to 
all city employees that “if you 

seek to live out the true mean-
ing of our nation’s Pledge and 
Constitution and have a liv-
ing faith and believe that sex 
should be between a man and 
woman in the bonds of holy 
matrimony, ... you had better 
keep your mouth shut or you 
will be fired.”

He continued, 
“This experience has 
taught me that there 
are worldly conse-
quences for publicly 
standing for righteous-
ness, but I stand before 
you to tell you that the 
kingdom consequenc-
es are far greater and 

more glorious than the earthly 
consequences.”

Among other speakers at 
the rally were Wellington 
Boone, bishop of the Father’s 
House in Atlanta; Craig Oli-
ver, pastor of Elizabeth Bap-
tist Church; Ken Barun, chief 
of staff for the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association; Tony 
Perkins, president of the Fam-

ily Research Council, and Al-
veda King, niece of civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr.

In related news, Wright, 
pastor of Johnson Ferry Baptist 
Church in Marietta, Ga., said 
while delivering a devotional 
to the Georgia legislature that 
“erotic liberty” wrongly trumps 
religious liberty when Chris-
tians are required to support 
same-sex marriage in word or 
deed.

Lawmakers should protect 
the principle and practice of 
religious liberty even if “a ma-
jority of your constituencies 
have embraced erotic liberty 
over religious liberty,” Wright 
said.

Simone Bell, one of three 
openly gay Georgia legisla-
tors posted on her Facebook 
page that she told Wright “he 
is a disgrace to the clergy, the 
Word and the state of Geor-
gia.”

“He responded that we 
clearly have a difference of 
opinion,” she said.

Cochran

Digest
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Golden Gate Seminary
announces new campus
MILL VALLEY, Calif. 
(BP) – Following the re-
location of its main cam-
pus to Southern Califor-
nia, Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary will 
retain a presence in the 
San Francisco Bay area by 
opening a new campus in 
Fremont, Calif., on land 
donated by a local congre-
gation that is moving to 
a house church ministry 
model. The new campus 
will be situated just north 
of San Jose about 50 miles 
southeast of the present 
Mill Valley campus. Mis-
sion Way Baptist Church 
in Fremont, announced 
that it will donate to the 
seminary land valued at 
$2.9 million. Golden Gate 
plans to replace the exist-
ing church facilities with 
academic buildings and 
has already begun the pro-
cess of obtaining construc-
tion permits. Construc-
tion is set to begin soon, 
though no date was an-
nounced for the opening 
of the Bay Area Campus.

Churches to fight new
Plano gender law
PLANO, Texas (BP) – 
Plano Citizens United, a 
coalition of churches and 
civic leaders, cleared the 
first hurdle in rescinding 
a city ordinance that legal 
experts said would stymie 
free speech and religious 
liberty, while opponents 
of a similar ordinance in 
Houston prepare to take 
their fight to court. With 
no pre-existing ministerial 
alliance in place, Plano 
churches were caught un-
prepared when the city 
council, led by Mayor 
Harry LaRosilier, passed 
an ordinance Dec. 8 cre-
ating a protected class of 
citizen based on sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity. With help from 
the Houston pastors’ co-
alition, opposition to the 
ordinance was hastily or-
ganized and a successful 
petition drive launched.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

according to Gal. 5:22-23. 
Secondly, to control our tongues, 

we have to respect the power of our 
words. James 3:3-4 says even big ships 
are guided by a small rudder … guided 
by the pilot.  

Third, we must control our 
thoughts before they reach our 
mouths. We should take every 

thought captive to 
obey Christ. Many 
times, the first 
thing we want to 
say can be the most 
critical. Pause and 
consider how Jesus 
would respond.

Fourth, we must 
accept that we can’t do it alone. We 
must admit that we can’t do it alone; 
it is not our human nature. It’s in-
creasingly evident that we live in an 
angry world. People today are so angry 
and many times out of control. 

The only hope we have of con-
trolling our attitude and tongue is 
through our Helper and Guide, the 
Spirit of God.

And finally, we must identify the 
source of our problem (James 3:15). 
Hurt people hurt people. A lot of 
people like this have been hurt by 
someone else earlier in their lives, 

T he tongue is the smallest member 
of the body, yet it can bring great 

destruction. It’s like a termite: It may 
be small in size and go relatively unno-
ticed, but in the end, it can do great 
damage if left unchecked!

James 3:8 talks about mankind’s 
ability to tame wild animals, add-
ing, “No human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a 
restless evil, full of 
deadly poison.”

We witness 
“untethered” or 
“unrestrained” 
tongues every 
day – especially in 
our current age 
of 24-hour talk news and TV! And – 
perhaps like you – I have witnessed 
individuals and families destroyed by 
a loose tongue.

We all struggle with the tongue at 
times. Following are some steps to 
controlling the tongue that I picked 
up along the way, … so these obser-
vations aren’t my own, but they are 
good instruction (I wish I could recall 
in whose sermon I heard these)!

First, we must recognize that we 
have a choice. James 3:2-3 tells us that 
we can bridle our tongue. After all, 
the fruit of the Spirit is self-control, 

Tempering the tongue

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

and they – either consciously or sub-
consciously – in turn hurt people. I 
have known pastors and leaders in 
churches who constantly have gotten 
jabs from some people in the church-
es where they have served – pointing 
out their every flaw. A close inspec-
tion of these individuals reveals it is 
their hearts that needs healing. These 
people can (and do) destroy churches.

As Arkansas Baptists, we have im-
portant work to do through our local 
church before Jesus returns. 

If there are unresolved issues that 
need fixing – issues that cause your 
tire (attitude) to go flat – fix it by cry-
ing out to God for healing and repair, 
asking Him to give you the strength 
to be a positive light for the gospel 
instead of a negative one.

When killing is just

VIEWPOINT

Kim Reeder
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church 

Tyronza

I once knew a military sniper. 
Understandably, the images and 

memories of the individuals he had 
eliminated haunted him. 

When the news of Osama Bin Lad-
en’s death reached 
the American 
public, I asked 
him this question: 
“Was the soldier 
who killed Osama 
a hero or a mur-
derer?” 

His answer was 
profound: “It de-
pends on what was in the heart of the 
shooter when he pulled the trigger.”  

The more I pondered this answer 
the more I came to appreciate its 

wisdom. There are times when killing 
is just. 

Rewind to the biblical account of 
David. The great Israelite king is a 
perfect example of a man who killed 

multiple people. The 
great story of David 
striking down Goliath 
is one every Sunday 
school child knows 
by heart. His actions 
were barbaric. I mean, 
he put Goliath’s head 
on a stick! Yet, this 
moment captures our 

understanding of David’s solid devo-
tion to God, his unwavering faith and 
his unfailing courage. On the other 
hand, his darkest moment was the 

murder of Uriah to cover his adulter-
ous relationship with his mistress. 
This incident incurred the harsh 
judgment from God. Why was one 
killing blessed and the other judged? 
It was the condition of David’s heart 
and his motivation for the actions.  

I often ask myself, as many other 
Christians do, “When is killing justi-
fied?” After all, aren’t we called to live 
like Jesus? Turn the other cheek? Live 
a life of peace, love, mercy and so on?

As I sit here, Christians around the 
world are being slaughtered for their 
faith. In more recent days, ISIL’s im-
ages of brutality and barbarism flood 
the media. How do we respond? 
What about domestic acts of violence 
here in our own society? Do we lay See KILLING page 5

down and become willing victims, 
or do we resort to violence? For 
many Christians, this is a very real 
dilemma. While this discussion has 
no simple answer, I believe there are 
at least two situations where killing is 
justified.  

(1) When innocent life is directly 
threatened. I often see or hear the 
axiom, “The only thing that will 
stop a bad guy with a gun is a good 
guy with a gun.” Guns are no doubt 
a killing tool, but they are tools. 
Whether for hunting animals for 
food or protecting our families, they 
are necessary to preserve life. Scrip-
tures abound that tell us how pre-
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Stewardship of your estate

Aliens?Family Matters
Ask questions

D  ad, what is an advocate? 
What is propitiation?” 

These are a couple of questions 
my son asked from our morning 
Bible reading in 1 John 2:1-2. I 
affirmed him for asking questions 
and encouraged him 
to look up the defi-
nitions and then we 
would discuss it. We 
have a few different 
Bible translations, so 
sometimes I will en-
courage my children 
to read a different 
version to see what 
similar word is used. 

 When my children were 
younger, I would show them how 
to look up a definition and then 
would talk them through their 
questions about a specific word or 
concept. As they have grown older, 
they have learned how to do this 
on their own. Sometimes I will 
answer their question immediately, 
but I often encourage them to dis-
cover the answer before we discuss 
it.   

 We’ve tried to create a question 
culture in our home where it is ap-
propriate to ask questions. Encour-
age your children to think about 
two questions to turn around and 
ask you each time they read the 
Bible. This helps you know that 
they have read, and it enables you 
to help them better understand 
the Bible.

 Teaching your children to ask 
questions will help them to learn 
better and build their vocabulary. 
They will build a grammar of faith 
and lay a foundation for a better 
understanding of the Bible as they 
grow older. They will learn how 
to use Bible study resources, and 
it will help them to solidify their 
faith by understanding what they 
really believe. Learning to ask ques-
tions of a specific Bible text is a 
great hermeneutical skill.

 It’s important that you be hon-
est if you don’t know the answer to 
a question your child asks. There 
are many times I have to say, “I 
don’t know, but I will do some re-
search and find an answer.” When 
your children ask challenging ques-
tions related to the Bible, it helps 
you better understand the terms or 
concepts. It enables you to engage 
in faith interactions with your 
children and help them. You are 
also able to stay in touch with what 
they are reading. Now – What 
questions do you have?

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

Whenever I hear or see the word “aliens,” my mind 
immediately goes to Captain James T. Kirk of the 

Starship Enterprise “going where no man has gone be-
fore.” As a kid, I grew up watching “Star Trek” and was 
introduced to Spock from the planet 
Vulcan (which is not a real place by 
the way). 

In 1 Peter 1:1, Peter is writing to 
believers who reside as “aliens.” The 
word means “visitor, pilgrim or one 
who is just passing through.” Peter is 
reminding the believers, as they face 
persecution because of their faith, 
that this earth is not their home; heaven is. 

I have a cousin whose job has transferred him and his 
family to Geneva, Switzerland. They own a small farm 
outside of Jonesboro. They were in Arkansas during the 
Christmas season for my oldest son Ty’s wedding, and 
to duck hunt. While they were here for two weeks, they 
were cutting trees, cleaning out an old barn and working 
hard. When I asked why they didn’t just chill out over the 
holidays, they reminded me that the farm was their home. 

They said they would be in Switzerland for three to seven 
years, but they were coming back home to Arkansas. 

They told me, “Geneva is not our home; Arkansas is our 
home, and the farm is where we will eventually live.” 

As Christians, we must constantly remind 
ourselves that we are aliens on this earth. We 
are visitors; we are just passing through. This 
earth is not our home; heaven is. Just as Peter 
was writing to those Christians who were 
spread across several Roman provinces, this 
life on this earth is temporary; our citizenship 
is in heaven. Yes, we are aliens, we are visitors 
and we are just passing through. We do not 

have pointed ears like Spock on “Star Trek”, but nonethe-
less, we are aliens on this planet. 

Are you living as an alien – a visitor, a pilgrim – or are 
you adapting to the culture around you? In 2015, I pray 
that we live life knowing who we are in Christ, our mission 
and our purpose – “go and make disciples of all nations” 
(Matt. 28:19)!

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in Jonesboro.

President’s
PersPective

Archie Mason

R esearch from the Southern Baptist Foundation says 
that 82 percent of Southern Baptist pastors have 

never brought to their church family either a message or 
materials that speak of the need for a will. Approximately 
15 percent of Jesus’ teaching involved money and posses-
sions, yet most pastors admit to being reluctant in address-
ing the materialism that pervades our culture. As a result, 
many of our church members do 
not understand the stewardship of 
managing their resources or their 
estates. (Surely this is not true of the 
Arkansas pastor who is reading this! 
Hopefully, your Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation has done a great job of 
encouraging you to teach estate stew-
ardship in your church.)

This is true in our society in gen-
eral. Secular researchers tell us that as many as 72 percent 
of all North Americans do not have a will. That means that 
the majority of our citizens can die without even attempt-
ing to manage their estates in a manner that would please 
God. The last survey of attorneys that I read said that the 
majority of lawyers did not have a will either.

Satan would lead our church members to think that this 
is all about money. His goal is a negative reaction from 
God’s people. The truth is that estate stewardship is all 
about discipleship, but most of our church members have 
not connected all the dots. God is the Owner of all that 

we have. We are stewards or managers of the resources that 
God has given us. God, as Owner, will hold us accountable 
for what we do with what He has entrusted to us. A small 
percentage of our church folks understand, then, that we 
are to use our resources to support our families and the 
kingdom in a way that is pleasing to God.  An even smaller 
percentage understand that the way we manage our estates 

is most often the single most important 
stewardship decision that we will ever 
make.  

Therefore, the need in our church pews 
is enormous. The pastor is the shepherd 
and needs to lead his “sheep.” That is one 
reason that the Foundation provides free 
wills and other estate planning documents 
to our ministers. We want them to be good 
stewards so that they can encourage their 

church members to follow their lead. By caring for the 
needs of our own families and supporting the ministries 
that God is blessing, we are impacting our world in the way 
that God would desire.

The real issue is discipleship! It is about people being 
fully committed to fulfilling the Great Commission of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. To paraphrase Jesus, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You were faithful with the small 
things on earth. I will put you in charge of greater things” 
(Matt. 25:23).  

David Moore is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

Financial 
 times 

David Moore

cious human life is and that we have 
a responsibility to protect it. On the 
issue of abortion, we have a peaceful 
political avenue that we should use. 
However, if a person is carjacked, or 
a home invaded, we are sometimes 
left with no alternative but to pro-
tect our families with appropriate 
force. When I consider these situa-
tions, I look into the eyes of my chil-
dren and the choice becomes crystal 
clear.  

(2) When national freedom is 

at stake. Our Founding Fathers were 
peace-loving people, yet they realized 
that peace couldn’t be had without 
seasons of war. Today, as then, we face 
very real and present threats to the 
peaceful lifestyle we have enjoyed for 
so long in America. In the short histo-
ry of our country, countless men and 
women have spilled their blood and 
the blood of others on the battlefield 
of foreign soil to preserve this way of 
life.  While many people debate the 
justification of war, they are only able 
to do so because of the soldiers who 
secured their freedom. 

I hope and pray that I am never 
called upon to kill someone. I believe 

the emotional effects would be signifi-
cant to say the least. However, given the 
alternative of being a slave to an evil 
and oppressive government, or watch-
ing my family assaulted or killed by a 
wicked person with an evil intent, I may 
one day find myself having to pull the 
trigger. Whether or not it will be justi-
fied will truly be a matter of the situa-
tion and my heart’s condition.  

Unfortunately, peace and safety come 
with a price. Let’s hope that if or when 
the time comes, we will be willing to pay 
it.

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton’s Chapel 
Baptist Church in Tyronza and a regular 
contributor to the Arkansas Baptist News.

continued from page 4
KILLING
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Crosse brings ‘award-winning’ worship to FBC, Bentonville
Lynn Kutter
Arkansas Baptist News

BENTONVILLE – Few 
churches in Arkansas – and 
in the entire Southern Bap-
tist Convention for that mat-
ter – gather for worship led by 
an award-winning Christian 
music artist; but it happens 
every week at First Baptist 
Church in Bentonville.

Christian musician Clay 
Crosse, 47, is a four-time Dove 
Award winner (including Best 
New Artist of the Year in 1995) 
with nine No. 1 songs and is 
an author of three books. And 
he recently celebrated his one-
year anniversary as full-time 
worship pastor at First Baptist, 
Bentonville, which is located 
near Bentonville’s downtown 
square.

“It’s pretty cool how God 
has opened different doors for 
me,” Crosse said.

Crosse’s last full-time job 
before becoming a Christian 
music sensation was with 
Federal Express more than 
20 years ago. He sang on the 
weekends, waiting to get his 
first break. When it finally 
happened, Crosse left Federal 
Express at age 20 to go on the 
road with Twila Paris.

At first, he sang and that’s 
all he wanted to do. Over 
time, he became comfort-
able playing guitar and lead-
ing others in worship. He 
began to speak around the 
country, and his wife, Renee, 

joined him in marriage  
enrichment seminars. 

Crosse’s ministry in mar-
riage enrichment came as the 
result of a confession he made 
to his wife in 1998. He con-
fessed that pornog-
raphy had been an 
issue in his life, and 
he did not want it 
in his life anymore.

“I asked her to 
forgive me and she 
has been gracious 
and very loving and 
very patient to walk 
with me, and we’ve 
seen victory and 
we’ve seen amazing 
things come out of 
our lives because 
of that moment of 
confession,” Crosse 
said.

The couple just 
celebrated their 
24th anniversary, 
and through their 
struggles and vic-
tories, they started 
Holy Homes min-
istry. 

Crosse said he 
came to First Bap-
tist, Bentonville, as part-time 
music minister from Faith 
Baptist Church in Arlington, 
Tenn. 

“I had led in other churches 
before that, but these were 
basically part-time positions,” 
he said. “I continued to travel 
on the road. My full-time job 
was out on the road, sing-

ing and leading marriage  
enrichment events.”

In Bentonville, his full-time 
job is with the church, but he’s 
still allowed a certain number 
of weekends to give concerts 

or lead marriage enrichment 
workshops. 

Jenny Sorey, who sings in 
First Baptist’s adult choir and 
band, said she was not ap-
prehensive but had questions 
when Clay Crosse first started 
visiting the church. 

“I’m at an age where I know 
Clay Crosse as Clay Crosse,” 

she said, admitting she won-
dered how someone like him 
could come out of the spot-
light and into a position at a 
church.

But having him as worship 
pastor has been won-
derful, she said. 

“He truly loves 
the Lord and in a 
real sense,” she said. 
“As far as his heart, 
it’s so genuine.”

She added, “He’s 
also very good at 
what he does, and he 
wants excellence.”

Crosse said one 
thing he enjoys 
about full - t ime 
church ministry is 
the opportunity to 
develop relation-
ships. During his 
years of traveling, he 
would go into a city, 
perform a concert 
and leave immedi-
ately.

“I never really 
got to engage with 
people with much 
of a relationship ex-
perience,” he said. 

“Serving in a local church is 
the opposite. I’m basically liv-
ing with these people as far as 
I see them every week and we 
are truly friends.”

Randy Cameron, pastor of 
church growth at First Bap-
tist, said the church has been 
blessed to have Crosse and his 
family in Bentonville.

“First and foremost, he is 
a man who walks intimately 
with the Lord,” Cameron said. 
“God has blessed him with cer-
tain talents, and he feels called 
to use those talents at FBC, 
and that’s been great.”

Cameron describes Crosse 
as a “humble guy,” noting peo-
ple from outside First Baptist 
may see him as Clay Crosse the 
performer, but to those in the 
church, “he’s just a guy who 
loves the Lord and this is a dif-
ferent part of his journey.” 

Worship in church has 
changed tremendously during 
the past 20 years, and Crosse 
said he enjoys modern music 
but also enjoys harkening back 
to older songs, using both in 
the context of a worship ser-
vice at First Baptist.

It’s not easy, he admits, be-
cause people are used to years 
of doing church music a cer-
tain way and find it hard to 
even imagine doing it a differ-
ent way.

He believes, though, it is 
going in a great direction. 
Music can draw people to 
Christ, Crosse said.

“It’s incredible and power-
ful!” he exclaimed.

Crosse said he imagines the 
songs of praise sung by Jesus 
and His disciples were very 
simple, stripped down and 
possibly a cappella. “I bet it 
was wonderful, and I’m think-
ing it was pure,” he said.

Lynn Kutter is a correspondent 
for the Arkansas Baptist News.

Clay Crosse leads worship at First Baptist Church, Bentonville.

FBC, Prescott, Mission Building marks one year
PRESCOTT – February will 
mark one year of operation for 
First Baptist Church Prescott’s 
Mission Building. 

“We at First Baptist Church 
in Prescott are very thankful 
for the way God has used us 
to minister to many folks in 
the community in 2014 and in 
many years to come,” said Pas-
tor Frank Henson. “God has, 
is and will do this through our 
newly erected mission house.”

Henson said the Mission 
Building houses the local 
FoodShare Arkansas, a minis-
try that provides food for those 
in need. He said FoodShare 
serves hundreds of families per 
month and operates under its 
own charter, with First Baptist 
only helping as needed. Food-
Share occupies the Mission 

Building with free rent, utili-
ties and maintenance. 

In addition, 
the Mission Build-
ing houses First 
Baptist’s clothing 
ministry, through 
which the church 
provides clothing 
and some house-
hold items to those 
in need. They serve 
40-50 families per 
month through the 
ministry. 

Henson said 
food and cloth-
ing drives have 
also been held, during which 
supplies are taken to fami-
lies, rather than families 
being required to come to the  
building to get them.

“However, the greatest 
blessing is that not only do 

we meet the physical needs 
of many people (and) fami-
lies, but we have the oppor-
tunity from time to time to 
minister to their spiritual  

needs,” Henson said.
He said God laid on his 

heart the vision 
for a multipur-
pose mission 
building in Sep-
tember 2012, 
and the church 
soon adopted 
the vision. A 
church mem-
ber donated 
$10,000 as seed 
money. An old 
house sitting 
on the Mission 
Building’s cur-
rent location 

was demolished in January 
2013, and the church broke 
ground on the new Mission 
Building in July 2013. 

The building was erected 

through different contrac-
tors and the work of church 
members. The building was 
built debt-free, with 85 per-
cent of funding coming from 
First Baptist members, 5 per-
cent coming from other local 
churches and 10 percent com-
ing from local organizations as 
well as a small grant.  

In February, the Mission 
Building was dedicated to the 
Lord and became operational. 

“I am very thankful to the 
Lord for the vision and for 
opening the doors to allow 
this vision to become a mis-
sion reality,” Henson said. “I 
am also very thankful to the 
folks at First Baptist Church 
for their financial, moral and 
physical support to make this 
possible.”

Members of First Baptist Church, Prescott, gather at the church’s  Mission 
Building, which has been in operation about a year.
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HUTCHINSON
shows the anointing of God, 
but also shows the support 
of the people. I just feel led 
this morning that it would 
be appropriate,” said Holling-
sworth.

Prior to being sworn-in as 
governor, Hutchinson hosted 
a number of meet-and-greet 
barbecues across Arkansas 
and was honored during a spe-
cial dinner at the Statehouse 
Convention Center hosted by 
David Lane, founder of the 
American Renewal Project. 

The stated purpose of the 
organization was presented 
during the evening’s program 
as “restoring America and Ar-
kansas to her Judeo-Christian 
heritage and re-establishing a 
Christian culture.”

The dinner was attended by 
hundreds of Arkansas Baptist 
pastors and ministers, in addi-
tion to other religious leaders 
of various other faiths from 
across the state.

Lane’s welcome in the 
printed program read, “The 
next Great Awakening hinges 
on the prayers of God’s peo-
ple. Thank you for joining us 
in praying for Governor-Elect 
Hutchinson and continue to 
pray for him and his adminis-
tration. God Bless Arkansas.”

In welcoming guests, Ken 
Graves, senior pastor of Calva-
ry Chapel near Bangor, Maine, 
said, “This is a spiritual war 
that only will be won by spiri-
tual means.”

At times, the event at the 
convention center seemed like 
more of a revival service than 
a political event. An ensemble 
of praise singers belted out 
hymns and praise songs such 
as “Our God Reins,” “Blessed 
be the Name of the Lord” and 
“Nothing but the Blood of 
Jesus.”

In addition to Graves, speak-
ers on the program included 
Tim Griffin, the new-elected 
Arkansas lieutenant governor 
and a member at Immanuel 
Baptist; Jerry Cox, president 
and founder of the Arkansas 
Family Council; Mike Hucka-
bee, former Arkansas governor; 
Charles E. Williams, pastor of 
Covenant of Zion Church in 
Little Rock, and Bruce Short, 
pastor of Marathana Baptist 
Church in Nashville. Maratha-
na Baptist is a Arkansas Baptist 
congregation.

“We’ve got a really good guy 
as our governor. It is not only 
a great honor to be elected 

lieutenant governor, but to get 
to serve at a time when Asa 
Hutchinson will be serving,” 
said Griffin in introducing 
Hutchinson.

“I’ll tell you that my No. 1 
priority is to support our gov-
ernor and help him achieve all 
that he can achieve,” said Grif-
fin. “I’m so proud to be able 
to work side by side with him, 
and I’m so proud to call him 
our next governor.”

Hutchinson, taking the stage 
to a standing ovation from the 
crowd, smiled broadly.

“It is a great joy for me, 
personally, but it is also a 
great triumph for those that 
have slaved in the political 
vineyards, for those who have 
believed in the conservative 
cause, for those who have be-
lieved that we needed a new di-
rection in America, in Arkan-
sas. ...This election was about 
you and the victory that we 
have achieved together,” said 
Hutchinson.

“It’s not just about party af-
filiation. It’s a new direction. 
It’s about a philosophy. It’s 
about conservatism. It’s about 
joining us together and saying, 
‘We recognize that we are going 
to have a new direction in our 
lives, in America, … (and) it’s 
not going to come from the 
government. It’s going to come 
from our churches. ...It’s going 
to come from people of faith 
who take on that responsibil-
ity and say, ‘It is our shoulders 
that should bear the burden of 
America and a new direction 
that we all desire.’”

Hutchinson recounted a 
time when he served as DEA 
chief and how God had pro-
tected his family from harm 
during a trip back to Arkansas 
at Christmas.

“I recognize the invisible 
hand of God has got us to this 
point,” he said.

Hutchinson appealed to the 
crowd to pray for him during 
his tenure as governor so he 
“might know what’s right and 
what’s wrong.” 

“Pray that I might be a good 
steward,” he said.

During his remarks, Cox 
asked the governor to come  
to the front of the room and 
for everyone at the dinner to 
gather around him for prayer.

Huckabee, during his re-
marks, pointed to Hutchin-
son’s calm demeanor.

“I think I’m more excited 
about this than Asa,” he said, 
telling the new governor, 
“Savor the day. ...The hon-
eymoon of being governor 
doesn’t last that long.” 

Huckabee added that 
Hutchinson would have the 
advantage over Huckabee’s 
tenure as governor, due to the 
Republican-dominated legisla-
ture.

“Sometimes you have to 
play hardball folks. ... I learned 
that 30 years ago pastoring a 
church,” Huckabee 
said to a roar from 
the crowd.

“We are living 
in a time that our 
world is on fire,” 
he said. “We need 
firefighters, not py-
romaniacs.” 

Huckabee said, 
“There is a general 
contempt in society 
of people of faith,” 
telling the crowd 
that their values 
should matter too.

“Your citizen-
ship is just as im-
portant as some-
one who doesn’t 
believe in God,” he 
said, adding later 
in his speech that 
he is praying for 
God to “raise up” 
100,000 pastors to 
run for office.

“America will 
not be restored 
through politi-
cal revival, rather 
through spiritual 
revival,” Huckabee 
said. “We’re losing 
our culture.”

The former gov-
ernor recounted 
his experience at 
Explo ’72, a gather-
ing of students or-
ganized by Campus 
Crusade for Christ 
in 1972. Huckabee 
said the 100,000 
gathered that night 

at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas 
were told, “Go out and change 
the world.”

Evangelist Billy Graham 
accentuated his message that 
night by having students with 
small candles light their can-
dles, Huckabee said.

Graham then had everyone 

extinguish their candles, mak-
ing Graham’s the only one still 
illuminated. Yet, it was still vis-
ible in the large stadium.

“Any light is more power 
than accumulated darkness,” 
said Huckabee.

Compiled from Arkansas Bap-
tist News staff reports.

Asa Hutchinson, recently elected Arkansas governor and member of First Baptist Church, Rogers, gives a keynote address during 
the 37th Annual Arkansas Right to Life March for Life Jan. 18 at the Arkansas Capitol in Little Rock. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough
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Southwestern Little Rock extension student exceeds her goal
Caleb Yarbrough
Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – Three years 
ago Karen Wagnon was work-
ing in the office of First Bap-
tist Church, Benton. Her son 
was about to graduate from 
high school, and she and her 
husband could sense they 
would soon enter a new phase 
of their lives. After praying for 
God’s direction, she knew it 
was time for her go to semi-
nary.

“Never ask God a ques-
tion you don’t want Him to 
answer,” said Wagnon. “I had 
a burning bush moment and 
did a little Moses thing. I said, 
‘I can’t do this. I have dyslexia. 
I am too old.’ … But God was 
persistent.”

After being prompted by 
God to pursue theological 
education, Wagnon enrolled 
at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary’s (SWBTS) 
Little Rock extension in the 
fall of 2011. She found out 
about the extension through 
a promotional poster in the of-
fice of First Baptist.

Deron Biles, dean of exten-
sion education at SWBTS, 
said Wagnon’s story exempli-
fies the seminary’s goal of pro-
viding Arkansans the ability to 
continue serving within their 
places of ministry while pursu-
ing theological education.

“This is why I love exten-
sion education. This is why 
extensions exist – to allow 
students who are already serv-
ing somewhere within a local 
church the opportunity to pur-
sue their theological education 
and use their giftedness,” said 
Biles. “One of the unique-
nesses (sic) of an extension 
center is that you can get the 
same quality education as you 
will get anywhere, on campus 

or otherwise, but it has an ap-
plied focus.

“Every class recognizes, 
every professor that teaches at 
an extension recognizes, the 
standards academically that 
we want to uphold, but also 
the particular dynamics of an 
extension center class,” said 
Biles. “Many of our students 
on campus are pursuing min-
istry, but many of them have 
never really been in ministry. 
Whereas the dynamic at an 
extension center is nearly the 
exact opposite. … What we 
talk about in class on Monday 
is immediately relevant.”

While extensions have been 
popular for years – SWBTS’ 
Little Rock extension, for in-
stance, has been established 
for more than 20 years – the 
growth of the Internet and on-
line education begs the ques-
tion, “Are extensions still rel-
evant?”

Tim Deahl, director of 
SWBTS’ Little Rock extension 
and the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention’s director of con-
tinuing theological education, 
believes extensions have never 
been more relevant.

“Students want to sit in a 
classroom. They want direct 
visual contact with the instruc-
tor,” said Deahl. 

“And maybe even more 
than that, they want the con-
tact with other students. That 
feedback and interaction is 
what motivates them and 
keeps them going.”

Deahl said most of the stu-
dents at the Little Rock exten-
sion would not attend semi-
nary if the extension did not 
exist because many are already 
working in the ministry setting 
that they feel God has called 
them to. He said the extension 
allows those students to not 
only access theological educa-

tion, but to do so in a physical 
classroom setting.

During her studies, Wagnon 
has experienced every form of 
class setting that SWBTS of-
fers. Most of her courses were 
taken at the Little Rock exten-
sion, but she also has taken 
courses at the seminary’s main 
campus in Fort Worth, Texas, 
through their online offerings 
and through a study abroad 
program, through which she 
had the opportunity to study 
at Oxford University in Ox-
ford, England.

“You can’t beat face to 
face,” she said.

Wagnon said she was one 
of 70 students Southwestern 
took to Oxford this past sum-
mer. It was the largest group 
the seminary had ever taken.

“We were from all over. We 
were from Arkansas, … Fort 
Worth; we had students from 
Missouri; we had students 
from Florida. This year for the 
first time they partnered with 
Southeastern (Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary) so we had stu-
dents from the eastern side of 
the continent,” said Wagnon. 
“It was wonderful getting to 
know all these other people, 
professors and students that 
were on their own journey 
through faith and in ministry. 
It was a great opportunity.”

During her 17-day study at 
Oxford, Wagnon took courses 
on Baptist heritage and the 
theology of C.S. Lewis. Along 
with taking courses, Wagnon 
said the trip also gave her the 
opportunity to travel to mul-
tiple areas of the United King-
dom, witness in the streets of 
London and even attend local 
church services.

Wagnon said when she first 
decided she wanted to attend 
seminary, her initial trepida-
tions were about not fitting in 

because she is a woman and 
having been out of school for 
20 years. However, she said 
that her first semester of semi-
nary through the Little Rock 
extension served as reassur-
ance of her call.

“I give Dr. Deahl the credit 
for keeping me in the program 
and encouraging me. … I don’t 
know that you would get that 
so much if you were just doing 
online classes,” said Wagnon.

Wagnon said she has loved 
every class she has taken 
through the Little Rock exten-
sion.

“Every time I sit in a class 
I’m like, “Oh yes. I so needed 
this. This is good,’” said Wa-
gnon. “I’m leading a class right 
now at my church where we 
are reading through the Bible 
chronologically. So I am get-
ting out all my notes from my 
Old Testament and New Testa-
ment classes. 

“They are getting a semi-
nary class. They didn’t know 
that is what they were signing 
up for, but they have gotten it 
anyway,” she said.

Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org.

Karen Wagnon, recent graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(SWBTS), and Deron Biles, dean of extension education at SWBTS, look at a scrap-
book from Wagnon’s SWBTS study abroad at Oxford University in England. Wagnon 
did the majority of her degree course work through the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention SWBTS extension in Little Rock. Photo by Tim Yarbrough

‘Sheepdog’ seminar set for Feb. 7 in Hot Springs
HOT SPRINGS – Helping 
churches and faith-based orga-
nizations prepare for potential 
violence on their properties 
is the focus of the Sheepdog 
Seminar for Churches Feb. 7 
at Crossgate Church in Hot 
Springs. The seminar will be 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Since 1999, hundreds 
of people have died violent 
deaths while on church or 
faith-based properties in the 
U.S., according to promotion-

al material for the event. The 
material also states that thou-
sands of children have been 
sexually molested on such 
properties or at church-related 
events.

The material defines “sheep-
dogs” as those who are aware 
of evil’s presence in the world 
and are willing to defend the 
“sheep.”

The seminar will feature re-
tired Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, 
director of Sheepdog Semi-

nars Group International. 
Grossman is an internation-
ally recognized scholar, author, 
soldier and speaker who is an 
expert in the field of human 
aggression and the roots of vio-
lence and violent crime. 

Other speakers will be 
church safety expert Carl 
Chinn, minister and police 
officer Jimmy Meeks and Hot 
Springs police Chief David 
Flory.

The event is designed to 

benefit pastors, church staff, 
youth directors, church work-
ers, first responders, teachers 
and educators and others con-
cerned about violence at faith-
based locations or other public 
locations. 

Certificates of atten-
dance will be given to police 
officers for possible education 
credit.

For more information and 
to register, visit arkansassheep-
dog.com.

Visit arkansasbaptist.org 
or search @arkbaptnews 
on Facebook and Twitter 

to stay up to date with 
the latest Arkansas Baptist 

news and information
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Braddock named Texarkana Trucker’s Chapel ‘Chaplain of Year’
TEXARKANA – Chaplain 
Dennis Braddock of Texarka-
na, Texas, was recently chosen 
as a Chaplain of the Year for 
Texarkana Trucker’s Chapel, 
a ministry of the Southwest 
Arkansas Baptist Association 
(SABA) in Texarkana.

Braddock is a mem-
ber of South Texarkana 
Baptist Church, Texar-
kana, and has served as a 

chaplain since 2009. 
Braddock has been a truck 

driver for several years and said 
he understands the difficulties 
that drivers face, such as being 
away from home for weeks at a 
time. In an interview with Carl 
Stein, a volunteer chaplain 
with Texarkana Trucker’s Cha-
pel, Braddock said he hopes 
to help fellow truck drivers 
by sharing the gospel of Jesus 

with them and assisting them 
in finding a church to attend.

Braddock’s wife, Sammy, 
fully supports him with prayer 
and encouragement and often 
sings at Texarkana Trucker’s 
Chapel on Sunday nights at 
the Pilot Flying J truck stop in 
Texarkana.

Braddock was recently elect-
ed assistant director in train-
ing for Texarkana Trucker’s 

Chapel to fill a slot vacated by 
former director Gary Dean, 
who retired due to health is-
sues.

Texarkana Trucker’s Chapel 
has served the Texarkana area 
for more than 20 years under 
the auspices of SABA and 
managed by Vern Wickliffe, 
the association’s associational 
missionary. The mission of the 
chapel is to help truck drivers 

with personal problems they 
encounter on the road and 
guide them with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

Texarkana Trucker’s Cha-
pel has chaplains on call 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
For more information on the 
Texarkana Trucker’s Chapel 
or information on becoming 
a volunteer chaplain, call Carl 
Stein at 903-276-3343.

Five years after earthquake, Ark. Baptists still needed in Haiti
ON JAN. 12, 2015, Arkan-
sas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) missions team 
member Bob Fielding’s social 
media page had more than a 
few “Remember Haiti” mes-
sages scroll through the news 
feed. Five years before, the 
people of Haiti experienced a 
devastating earthquake. The 
ABSC and Arkansas Baptists 
stepped in, and thousands of 
lives will never be the same.  

Since that first medical 
team traveled to the country, 
some 152 ABSC teams have 
worked in Haiti, which trans-

lates to almost 950 people 
from 239 churches – when 
counting repeat volunteers. 

In the months after the 
earthquake, Arkansas Baptists 
partnered with others to pro-
vide food, temporary shelter 
and clothing for more than 
10,000 people near the town 
of Leogane, the epicenter of 
the earthquake. 

Fielding credits the hard 
work of Arkansas Baptists in 
a long list of accomplishments 
since then. 

“As the ministry developed, 
Arkansas Baptists built 56 

homes for amputees and the 
elderly; treated 12,468 medi-
cal, dental and eye patients; 
built a medical clinic for a Hai-
tian physician who treats hun-
dreds of poor monthly, and 
built eight temporary water 
treatment plants after a devas-
tating hurricane in late 2010. 
In addition, Arkansas Baptists 
have trained over 50 church 
planters; started ‘Kids Clubs’ 
that reach over 1,000 children 
per week; implemented Train-
ing for Trainers (T4T) in sev-
eral villages, and assisted an 
orphanage in many ways. They 

have reached out to farmers by 
training and equipping an ag-
riculture/church planter mis-
sionary who lives in the moun-
tains of Leogane, whose work 
will impact farmers signifi-
cantly. Arkansas Baptists have 
also built an aquaponics fish 
farm on a college campus that 
is training college students to 
establish a sustainable protein 
source among the poor. Most 
importantly, with Haitian part-
ners, Arkansas Baptists have 
personally led 6,421 Haitians 
to the Lord. May God receive 
the glory!” Fielding said.

Fielding noted there is still 
a need for Arkansans to go to 
Haiti.

“We are looking for medi-
cal teams to go over periodi-
cally and use the bus to help 
us in our outreach and church 
planting efforts. ... Haiti is a 
great place for first-time mis-
sion team members to serve. It 
is close, inexpensive ... and can 
help folks get their feet wet,” 
he said.

For more information on 
Haiti, contact Fielding at 
bfielding@absc.org or call him 
at 800-838-2272, ext. 5249.
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  PASTOR

Is God calling you to rural Missouri? First 
Baptist Church, Gainesville, Mo., is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resume 
with internet link/CD/DVD of sample ser-
mons to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 
627, Gainesville, MO 65655 or email to bjnn.
kiger@gmail.com. 

First Baptist Church of Hayti, Mo., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Interested candidates should mail their re-
sume to First Baptist Church, 201 E. Main, 
Hayti, MO 63851, or email resume to fb-
chayti@gmail.com.

Bi-vocational or semi-retired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark tour-
ist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Resume 
to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1596, 
Mountain View, AR 72560.

Send resumes for senior pastor to 
EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, AR 72601 or 
email to ehbcadmin@eagleheightsharrison.
org.

Spradling Baptist Church, Fort Smith, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume including references to Spradling 
Baptist Church, Pastor Search Committee, 
3515 N. 50th St., Fort Smith, AR 72904.

Cedar Glades Baptist Church in Mountain 
Pine is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resume to Cedar Glades Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee, 303 Gum Springs 

Road, Mountain Pine, AR 71956.
First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 

full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 
Tuckerman, AR 72473.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time preschool ministry coordina-
tor. Responsibilities include ministries 
related to children in kindergarten and 
younger and their families. A bachelor’s 
degree in a related field and experience 
working with children/young families are 
preferred. Email resumes to linda@fbc-
searcy.org or mail to FBC Searcy, Attn: Linda 
Stake, 105 S. Spring St., Searcy, AR  72143. 

First Baptist Church of Farmington is 
seeking a full-time associate pastor
with an emphasis in worship. Please email 
inquiries or resumes to fbcfarm@sbcglobal.
net, Attn: personnel committee, or mail to 
Personnel Committee, 210 North A. Street, 
Farmington, MO 63640. 

New Hope Baptist Church West, Duncan, 
Okla., is seeking a full-time children’s 
minister. Send resumes to Children’s 
Minister Search Committee, c/o New Hope 

Baptist Church West, P.O. Box 1164, Duncan, 
OK 73534 or email to newhopew@cable-
one.net. 

First Baptist Church, Maumelle, is seek-
ing a full-time church secretary and 
part-time custodian. Send resumes to 
100 Valencia Drive, Maumelle, AR  72113 
Attn: Personnel Comm. or to grenwald@
sbcglobal.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, Neosho, Mo., is 
seeking a full-time worship pastor. 
We are a very mission-minded church. Our 
worship style is blended worship, with full 
praise band. Resumes can be sent to austin-
wylly@me.com.

Editorial assistant – The Arkan-
sas Baptist News is seeking a motivated, 
self-starter to fill the position of edito-
rial assistant in our fast-paced and excit-
ing news office environment. The position 
is part-time (up to 25 hours a week), with 
flexible hours. Good communication skills 
are essential. Duties include – but are not 
limited to – light editing, proofreading and 
general secretarial work. Interested individ-
uals should email a cover letter summariz-
ing their qualifications, a resume and three 
personal and three professional references 
to tim@arkansasbaptist.org. For additional 
details or questions email tim@arkansas-
baptist.org. No phone calls please. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 

pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

First Baptist Church, Lepanto, is search-
ing for a worship leader and student 
pastor. Both positions are part-time. 
Email resumes to Anthony@fbclepanto.
com.

Levy church seeks pianist: Apply to 
3501 Pike Ave., North Little Rock, 72118 or 
steventiner@levybaptist.com.

First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge, is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time chil-
dren’s ministry director to lead vol-
unteers and kids birth-sixth grade. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Request 
more information or send resumes: al@
prfbc.org or call 479-451-8192.

Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark, Mo., is 
seeking a full-time minister of music. 
Send resumes and a video link if possible to 
tkendrick@hopedale.org or mail to 5370 N. 
State Highway NN, Ozark, MO 65721.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@century-
tel.net.

Pianist needed at Calvary Baptist 
Church in Benton. Contact Jerry Williams: 
501-658-5593.

First Baptist Church of Hamburg is seek-
ing a full-time youth minister. Send 
resume to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
352, Hamburg, AR 71646 or email us at 
fbchbg_office@sbcglobal.net.

Sylvan Hills FBC and Abundant Life 
School are looking for a children’s min-
ister/children’s pastor. One-half time 
would be working as a children’s minister 
at the church and one-half time as chil-
dren’s pastor at our Christian school. Please 
send resumes to kbrickell@sylvanhillsfbc.
com or Keith Brickell, 9008 Highway 107, 
Sherwood, AR  72120.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and San-
dra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-6617.

Refurbished church buses (Amer-
ican Bus Sales). George Foshee - 501-767-
6020.

For sale: 1994 Ford 350 Bus, 30 pas-
senger, asking $10,500. Contact Gordon 
French: 1-870-845-6307 or 1-870-793-
9301.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Submit classi� eds to:
arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Churches encouraged to take part in Children’s Ministry Day 
THE ARKANSAS BAPTIST 
State Convention (ABSC) is 
partnering with the Woman’s 
Missionary Union 
(WMU) to provide 
Children’s Ministry 
Day Feb. 14. Every 
year in February, 
thousands of children 
across North America 
participate in hands-
on ministry projects 
on the same day in their local 
communities. 

WMU created Children’s 
Ministry Day to move children 
out of their churches and into 

their communities to do mis-
sions, according to the WMU 
website. 

Participants can 
choose from a variety 
of activities, such as 
feeding the hungry 
or visiting shut-ins. 
Church leaders are re-
sponsible for creating 
service projects and 
are encouraged to re-

search ways children can meet 
specific needs in their commu-
nities.

“Children’s Ministry Day 
provides a platform for chil-

dren to get involved in missions 
and ministry in their own com-
munity,” said Charity Gardner, 
ABSC missions team member. 

Gardner has seen this event 
become a great opportunity for 
children to experience ministry 
with the adults.

“Over the years, I have seen 
children getting to be the hands 
and feet of the Church while 
working alongside families and 
adults,” she said. “Children’s 
Ministry Day provides an op-
portunity to disciple children to 
follow Jesus and to love others.”

Children in grades one 

Event focuses on reaching unreached peoples
THE ARKANSAS Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC) will 
provide a training event for Ar-
kansas Baptists to learn more 
about reaching Unengaged 
Unreached People Groups 
(UUPGs). The event will be of-
fered Feb. 19 at Central Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro, March 5 
at the Baptist building in Little 
Rock and April 16 at the Wash-
ington-Madison Baptist Associ-
ation office in Fayetteville.

Participants will learn how 
to identify and reach UUPGs 
whether an International Mis-
sion Board (IMB) missionary is 
present or not. The event will 
provide all the details to en-
gage UUPGs and will feature 
an IMB missionary speaker. 

“More than 3,000 people 
groups in the world are un-
engaged, meaning that there 
is no church planting strategy 
by any evangelicals. This event 

is a great opportunity to find 
out how you and your church 
can take the gospel to people 
who’ve never heard it before,” 
said Bob Fielding, ABSC mis-
sions team member.

For more information and 
to register, visit absc.org/ut-
termost. The event is made 
possible by gifts from Arkan-
sas Baptists to the Cooperative 
Program and Dixie Jackson Ar-
kansas Missions Offering.

CWJC/CMJC training
Level one national certifi-

cation training for Christian 
Women’s Job Corps (CWJC) 
and Christian Men’s Job 
Corps (CMJC) will be held 
at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention building in Lit-
tle Rock Feb. 17-20. 

Training will take place 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Feb. 17-19 and from 8 a.m. 
to noon Feb. 20.

CWJC and CMJC are 
programs that “equip 
women and men, in a Chris-

tian context, for life and em-
ployment,” according to the 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
(WMU) website. CWJC 
and CMJC are ministries of 
WMU.

The training event is tar-
geted to those who are inter-
ested in starting a CWJC or 
CMJC site in their commu-
nities, churches or associa-
tions. Space is limited to 25 
people. 

For more information, 
call 501-376-4791, ext. 5137.

through six are invited to par-
ticipate in this event. For more 
information, including a Chil-
dren’s Ministry Day promotion 

pack, go to wmu.com/cmd. 
This event is made possible by 
gifts from Arkansas Baptists to 
the Cooperative Program.

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of February.
◆ Feb. 3: Nathan Hall, OBU Box 3590, Arkadelphia, AR 
 71998-0001; South Africa. 
◆ Feb. 16: Sean J., OBU Box 4297, Arkadelphia, 
 AR 71998-0001; Central Asia. 
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Church life
Woodland Heights Baptist 

Church, Conway, will host 
Colton Dixon and Royal Tai-
lor in concert at 7 p.m. Feb. 5.  
For tickets, call 501-329-0001. 
There is reserved seating for 
the event.

Milestones

First Baptist Church, 
Scranton, recently honored 
Franklin Piercey, and his wife, 
Diana, in honor of Franklin 
Piercey’s 10th anniversary as 
the church’s pastor. They pre-
sented the couple with a cake, 
a commemorative plaque fea-
turing Rom. 1:16 and a framed 
decorative quote. 

Second Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, held a service 
Jan. 11 to commission Ray-
mond Holt as a community 
chaplain. Holt completed a 
six-week, 12-session study, 
earning a certificate of mem-
bership of the Community 
Chaplains of America. Paul 
Northcut, senior chaplain 
with Cross and Shield Minis-
tries helped teach the classes 
and led the service. Holt is a 
deacon and is director of the 
Compassion Center ministry 
at Second Baptist.

Send your church news to the Arkansas Baptist News! 
Email jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153.

COMPASSION CENTER VOLUNTEERS OF YEAR – Jerry Holt and his sister, 
Brenda Holt, volunteers at Second Baptist Church, Clarksville’s Compassion 
Center, were recognized as the 2014 Volunteers of the Year on Jan. 18. The 
Compassion Center, which opened in 2003, is a food ministry outreach program 
of the church and currently serves an average of 329 families each month. From 
left: Raymond Holt, director of the Compassion Center ministry; Brenda Holt, 
and Jerry Holt.

Church reaches Lottie Moon offering goal
CLARKSVILLE – Second 
Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
recently celebrated meeting 
their goal for the Lottie Moon 
C h r i s t m a s 
Offering for 
In te rna t ion -
al Missions. 
The church’s 
goal was set at 
$3,908, which 
would sup-
port a mission-
ary for four 
weeks. Pastor 
Tom Dicus ex-
plained that ac-
cording to the 
missions offer-
ing material, 
it takes about $977 a week to 
support a missionary. 

For each $977 the church 
collected, one person would 
take a “polar plunge” into 
Sprada Creek on Jan. 18, 

the deadline 
the church set 
for the Lottie 
Moon collec-
tion. If the en-
tire goal was 
met,  Dicus 
agreed to jump 
as well. 

Dicus said 
on the morn-
ing of Jan. 18, 
they were still 
$155.24 short 
of their ulti-
mate goal. 

Before the Sunday ser-
vice’s closing prayer, a woman 

stepped from the back row wav-
ing her checkbook and wrote a 
check for $155.24. 

Following the service, on-
lookers gathered as Dicus and 
four others plunged into the 
creek in honor of meeting the 
offering goal.

Yet Dicus noted that it was 
not about a goal or a plunge, 
but about supporting missions 
and taking the gospel to those 
who have not heard it.

Dicus said, “Probably the 
greatest blessing was a note 
sent on Facebook by a mis-
sionary that said, ‘As an IMB 
missionary serving in the Phil-
ippines for the past 24 years, 
this mean a lot to me!!!!!!  

“Thanks for supporting us, 
blessings.’”

Disaster relief training events to be held beginning in Feb.
THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) will offer 
disaster relief (DR) training be-
ginning in February. Ten train-
ing events will be held at vari-
ous locations across Arkansas.

The ABSC DR ministry 
is an outreach to people and 

communities who are affected 
by disasters. There are more 
than 2,900 DR volunteers in 
Arkansas.  

Through the training 
events, participants will have 
the opportunity to be trained 
to work in communications as 

well as with feeding, shower/
laundry and chainsaw/recov-
ery units. Every three years, 
volunteers must renew their 
certification by attending one 
of these training events. 

The events also provide an 
opportunity for new volunteers 

to learn about the DR ministry. 
“This event is a good time 

to introduce someone to every-
thing DR offers,” said Randy 
Garrett, ABSC missions team 
member. “This is a practical 
way for Arkansas Baptists to 
help others in times of need.”

For more information and 
event locations, visit absc.
org/disasterrelief. This event 
is made possible by gifts from 
Arkansas Baptists to the Coop-
erative Program and the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Of-
fering.

Second Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
celebrates reaching their missions 
offering goal by taking the “polar 
plunge.”
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From the ShelfWomen&Faith

By Vickie Lee

Before you read any further, I 
want each of you to go stand in front 
of a mirror and examine yourself. 
What do you notice? I see a blonde, 
brown-eyed, middle-aged woman 
with crow’s feet and bags under 
her eyes. My once youthful slim fig-
ure has been captured by a slightly 
plumper me. My teeth are not per-
fectly straight or white, and my smile 
dimples seems much deeper. yet 
these features describe me.

Now, take a moment to ponder 
your characteristics and what makes 
you unique. In my middle-aged body, 
there lies a compassionate, servant’s 
heart. I have a yearning to make new 
friends, and I love to laugh. I firmly 
believe God planted a passion in me 
for ministers’ wives. oh, and do not 
tell anyone, but my secret dream is 

to one day write a book that makes 
ministers’ wives laugh and forget 
about church stuff, but so far it has 
not happened. Instead, God opened 
the door and has allowed me to write 
blogs for ministers’ wives.

I say all this to remind us that God 
carefully created us. He crafted our 
bodies the way He wanted them to 
look. He filled us up with our own 
“special” gifts and talents. also, now 
sit down for this statement, God de-
signed us and set us apart before our 
birth for His extraordinary and amaz-
ing work – being a minister’s wife. 
yes, God designed you to be a minis-
ter’s wife! How awesome is that?

“yeah, right!” you may say. How-
ever, God knew before any of us were 
thought of what direction our lives 
would go. He knew the joys, trials, 
sufferings and ridicule we would face. 
He knew the hours would be long, 

that church life would be hard and 
that finances would be 
tight. The only promise 
we have from the Lord 
is that He will never 
leave us.

So ladies, I en-
courage you to re-
joice in the fact that 
you, a minister’s 
wife, are God’s big 
idea. find an-
other minister’s 
wife to cele-
brate with and 
have a party.

Vickie Lee 
is the wife 
of Richard 
Lee, pastor of 
First Baptist 
Church in 
Sherwood.

“Charm is deceptive and beauty 
is fleeting, but a woman who fears 

the Lord will be praised...”
 Proverbs 31:30 (HCSB)

God’s big idea

We owe the pastor’s wife a great debt of love
Editor’s Note: This is the sec-

ond installment of a two-part 
series. The first installment dis-
cussed the difficulties pastors’ 
wives face. 

By Joe McKeever

WHaT We oWe to the pas-
tor’s wife:

(1) We owe her the right 
to be herself. She is our sister 
in Christ and accountable to 
Him.

allow the pastor’s wife to 
serve in whatever areas she’s 
gifted. allow her to try differ-
ent things, and to grow. But do 
not put your expectations on 
her, if at all possible.

do not try to tell her how to 
raise her children. do not try 
to get to her husband through 
her with your messages or  
“helpful” suggestions.

(2) We owe her our love 
and gratitude. She has a one-
of-a-kind role in the congrega-
tion which makes her essen-
tial to the church’s well-being.

Church members have no 
clue – and no way of know-
ing – regarding the pressures 
inside the pastor’s family, and 
should not investigate to find 
out. What they should do is 
love the wife and children and 
show them appreciation at 
every opportunity.

(3) We owe her our love 
and prayers. While the Father 
alone knows her heart, the 
pastor may be the only human 
who knows her burdens.

Pray for her by name on a 
regular basis. Then, leave it 
to the Lord to answer those 
prayers however He chooses.

If we believe that the living 
God is our Lord 
and Savior and 
that He hears our 
prayers, we should 
be lifting to Him 
these whose lives 
are given in service 
for Him.

(4) We owe her 
our responsible 
care. What does 
she need?

ask the Holy 
Spirit what the pastor’s wife  – 
and/or the pastor’s entire fam-
ily – needs, and if it’s some-
thing you can do, do it. If it’s 
too huge, rally the troops.

(5) We owe it  to the pas-
tor and his wife to speak 
up. Sometimes, they need a 
friend to take their side.

If your pastor’s wife has a 
ministry in the church, look 
for people to criticize her for 
(1) dominating others, (2) ne-
glecting her home or (3) run-
ning the whole show. To some, 
she cannot do anything right.

you be the one to voice ap-
preciation for her talents and 
abilities, her love for the Lord 
and her particular skills that 
make this ministry work.

The typical reaction most 
church members give when 
someone is criticizing the pas-
tor’s wife is silence. But you 
speak up.  

(6) We owe 
them protection 
for the pastor’s 
off days and vaca-
tions.

When a pastor 
is being interviewed 
for the position and 
when he is new, he 
should make plain 
that his off-days 

are sacred.  The 
ministerial and 

office staffs can see that he is 
protected. The lay leadership 
can make sure the congrega-
tion knows this time is just as 
holy to the Lord as the time he 
spends in the office, the hospi-
tals or even the pulpit.

(7) We owe them the same 
thing we owe the Lord: faith-
ful obedience to Christ.

Pastors will tell you in a 
heartbeat that the best gift 
anyone can give them is just 
to live the Christian life faith-
fully.  When our members do 
that – when they live like Jesus 

and strive to know Him better, 
to love one another, to pray 
and give and serve – 10,000 
problems in relationships dis-
appear.

Finally, a word to the pas-
tor’s wife:

It’s my observation that 
most wives of ministers feel 
inadequate. 

The apostle Paul may have 
had pastors’ wives in mind 
when he said, “Not that we are 
adequate to think anything of 
ourselves, but our adequacy is 
of God” (2 Cor. 3:5).

We are inadequate.  None of 
us is worthy or capable of this 
incredible calling from God.

We must abide in Him or 
nothing about our lives will go 
right.

one thing more, pastor’s 
wife: find other wives of min-
isters and encourage them.  
The young ones in particular 
have a hard time of it, with the 
children, the young husband, 
the demanding congregation 
and sometimes even an out-
side job.

Invite a couple of these 
women for tea or coffee. Have 
no agenda other than getting 
to know one another.

See what happens.
Joe McKeever is a cartoonist, 

writer and former associational 
missionary.

MINISTERS’ WIVES

Part two of two

‘From One Ministry Wife  
to Another: Honest 
Conversations About 
Ministry Connections ’
– Susie Hawkins 

Susie Hawkins knows 
firsthand the rewards and 
challenges of being married 

to some-
one who 
is in min-
istry. She 
talks about 
mar r i a g e , 
parenting, 
friendship, 
c r i t i c i sm, 

loneliness, bitterness, try-
ing to please people and 
failure.

‘10 Things Every Minister’s 
Wife Needs to Know’
– Jeana Floyd

Jeana floyd fills the 
pages of her book with 
practical tips on marriage, 

prayer, stew-
a r d s h i p , 
parent ing 
and faith. 
With in-
t e r a c t i v e 
testimonies 
i n c l u d e d 
from other 

wives of pastors, the book 
shares poignant and pow-
erful insights any woman 
or wife can appreciate.

‘The 21 Most Powerful 
Minutes in a Leader’s Day:
Revitalize Your Spirit and 
Empower Your Leadership’ 
– John C. Maxwell

John Maxwell offers 
thoughts on proven lead-
ership qualities and cru-

cial issues 
that affect 
leadership 
s u c c e s s . 
Twenty-one 
p o w e r f u l 
statements 
help leaders 
max imi z e 

their assets and overcome 
their weaknesses, encour-
aging them to lead with 
their hearts as well as their 
minds. 

For more information, go to 
flourish.me/tools/
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COWBOY CHURCH PLANTERS – Cowboy church planters from across Arkansas recently participated in the Cowboy 
Church Gathering at the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC). The event included a tour of the ABSC building, discus-
sion on cowboy church networks and areas in which to start new cowboy churches, a Q-and-A session, information on 
discipleship and the development of leadership in the church and more. Photo by Jessica Vanderpool

Bailey named to lead
Mo. Windermere camp
ROACH, Mo. – John W. Bai-
ley, former youth minister and 
manager of World Changers 
mission projects for students, 
has been named president and 
CEO of Windermere Baptist 
Conference Center.

Bailey’s appointment comes 
as Windermere approaches its 
58th anniversary in 2015. He 
succeeds Jerry Hill, who re-
signed the position Aug. 
5. Bailey’s first day in 
the office was Jan. 5.

“I am looking for-
ward to great days 
ahead as a part of the 
family of Windermere 
Baptist Conference 
Center. It seems that 
almost every Missou-
rian I have met has a 
testimony about how God 
changed their life while at 
Windermere,” Bailey told The 
Lake News. “It is my heart’s pas-
sion to glorify the Lord and see 
many more lives transformed 
in the future while walking the 
grounds of this beautiful piece 
of God’s creation.”

Bailey said he is excited 
about challenges that await 
him as he joins the Winder-
mere team. The conference 
center has been the focus of 
litigation with the Missouri 
Baptist Convention (MBC) 
after it left the convention and 
elected its own board.

The MBC executive board 
purchased back 75 percent of 
the conference center’s origi-
nal 1,300 acres last June, ac-
cording to Baptist Press. The 
land features about 8,000 feet 
of shoreline on the Lake of the 
Ozarks surrounding approxi-
mately 350 acres upon which 
Windermere’s conference fa-
cilities sit.

The purchase price was sig-
nificantly less than the $4.45 
million mortgage held by the 
lien holder, Desert Capital 

REIT, which acquired the acre-
age at a foreclosure sale follow-
ing the bankruptcy of a com-
pany held by the now deceased 
developer William Jester of 
Springfield, Mo., Baptist Press 
reported.

Windermere had deeded 
the acreage to a lender in 2005 
as part of an effort to restruc-
ture its debt. Jester bought the 

land from the lender, 
obtaining a mortgage 
loan from another 
lender. He later de-
faulted on the new 
loan, and the lender 
foreclosed the mort-
gage. The convention 
bought the land from 
the final lender. Court 
filings in 2010 listed 

the land’s value at $11.7 mil-
lion.

Bailey has led students and 
mission groups in recreation, 
camps and service since the 
1980s and was a participant 
in the first World Changers 
mission projects organized 
by the now defunct Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commis-
sion in Memphis, Tenn. After 
World Changers was absorbed 
into the North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) in 1997, 
Bailey served as manager of 
the student mobilization em-
phasis at NAMB and later at 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
where World Changers is now 
located.

Bailey, a native of Memphis, 
Tenn., attended Rhodes Col-
lege in the city, and graduated 
from the University of Mem-
phis. He also is a graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.

He and his wife, Carol, 
have served through the local 
church in Hendersonville, 
Tenn., and in Alpharetta, Ga. 
The couple has two children, 
Christa and Cara.

Bailey

Annie packets due by end of January
CHURCHES and associa-
tions should receive promo-
tional materials for the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions by 
the end of January. 

The national goal for the 
2015 offering is $60 million, 
and the 2015 offering theme 
is Send North America, ac-
cording to information from 

the North American Mission 
Board. The 2015 Week of 
Prayer and Mission Study for 
North American Missions and 
the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering is March 1-8. The 
North American Missions 
Study focuses on ministries of 
selected Week of Prayer mis-
sionaries serving in a variety of 
settings across the continent. 

Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the 
Arkansas Baptist Foundation. Consider helping to secure the future of o�  cial news 
journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to come by including the 
ABN in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please 
contact David Moore at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-
0969 (toll free outside of Little Rock) for more information.
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Ark. state convention hires three new campus ministers
LITTLE ROCK – During the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Executive 
Board meeting Dec. 9, the 
board approved the hiring of 
new Baptist Collegiate Minis-
try (BCM) campus ministers 
for Henderson State Univer-
sity, the Conway BCM and Ar-
kansas Tech University.

Jared Farley, Henderson 
State’s interim BCM campus 
minister since August, was 
hired as the school’s full-time 
campus minister. Farley gradu-
ated from Henderson State in 
2012 with a degree in business 
administration. Farley replac-
es Neal Nelson, who served 

as Henderson State’s BCM 
campus minister for 16 years 
before recently being called as 
associate pastor at Northstar 
Church in Blacksburg, Va.

Ryan Scantling was hired as 
Conway BCM campus minis-
ter. Scantling graduated from 
Arkansas Tech in 2013 with a 
degree in business administra-
tion. Scantling had served as 
Arkansas Tech’s assistant cam-
pus minister since 2013. He re-
places Chris Larmoyeux, who 
recently became pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Maumelle.

Brad Branham was hired 
as BCM campus minister for 
Arkansas Tech University. 

Branham graduated from 
Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville in 2006 with a 
Bachelor of Science in mass 
communications and gradu-
ated from Liberty Baptist 
Theological Seminary and 
Graduate School in 2009 with 
a Master of Arts in evange-
lism and church planting. He 
previously served as student 
and collegiate pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Batesville, 
and as BCM campus minis-
ter at Lyon College. Branham 
replaces Darrel Ray, who is  
now a member of the ABSC 
evangelism and church health 
team.

From left: Jared Farley, Henderson State University campus minister; Ryan Scantling, 
Conway BCM campus minister, and Brad Branham, Arkansas Tech University campus 
minister. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Warren to speak in Hot Springs
HOT SPRINGS – The Arkan-
sas Chapter of the American 
Foundation for 
Suicide Preven-
tion will sponsor 
An Evening with 
Kay Warren at 
7:30 p.m. March 
13 at First Bap-
tist Church, Hot 
Springs. The free 
event will be pre-
ceded by a paid 
reception with Warren, Chris-
tian author and co-founder – 
with her husband, Rick – of 

Saddleback Church in Lake 
Forest, Calif. A limited num-

ber of tickets for 
the meet and greet 
reception are avail-
able.

The evening will 
focus on compas-
sion in the Church 
regarding mental 
health issues. War-
ren, whose son, 
Matthew, com-

mitted suicide in 2013, will 
speak on ways the Church 
can help those struggling with  

mental illness.
Other speakers will be Rex 

Horne, president of Ouachita 
Baptist University, speaking 
on compassion in the Church, 
and Dr. John Wayne Smith, a 
local Hot Springs physician, 
speaking on mental health is-
sues.

Music will be provided 
by Refuge, of First Baptist 
Church, Hot Springs.

For more information, con-
tact Vicki Stanley at 501-538-
4502 or vstanley@isiequip.
com.

Kay and Rick Warren
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Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

As a child in vacation Bible school, I 
memorized Psalm 23. I knew what the 
first verse said, but I didn’t understand 
it: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want” (Psa. 23:1, KJV). I wondered 
why I wouldn’t want the Lord as my 
Shepherd. Years 
later, I noticed the 
semicolon. They 
were two separate 
thoughts, meaning 
since the Lord is 
my Shepherd, I will 
never be in need.

Ezra realized the 
importance of both know-
ing and understanding 
God’s Word. On the first 
day of the seventh Jewish 
month, Ezra opened and 
read from the Book of 
the Law (Neh. 8:2-3). He 
did this from dawn until 
noon, and the people 
stood and listened atten-
tively (Neh. 8:3). It appears 
there were several Levites 
throughout the assembly 
who also read from the Law and gave 
it “meaning so that the people under-
stood what was being read” (Neh. 8:8). 

For more than 15 years, Christian 
adult education has been one of my pri-
mary job responsibilities. It thrills me 
when people are excited about studying 

the Bible together. It is through hear-
ing the Word of God that our faith is 
strengthened (Rom. 10:17). This is ac-
complished in a preaching service, but 
it is in a small group of adults sitting 
around with open Bibles that content 

is learned and an 
in-depth under-
standing and appli-
cation of the text 
can be discussed.

Sunday school, 
as we know it, 
has evolved since 
its beginnings in 

Great Britain in the 1780s. 
Your church most likely 
has such a ministry, which 
may have one of many 
different names: “small 
groups,” “life groups,” 
“Bible Study Fellowship,” 
“cell groups” or “Sunday 
school.” Whatever it’s 
called, understanding the 
Word of God is a key pur-
pose of these groups.

Most pastors do a great 
job of explaining the text in their ser-
mons, but in most preaching services, 
there is no opportunity for questions. 
If will you support your church’s small 
group ministry with your prayers and 
attendance, you will come away with a 
better understanding of God’s Word.

 Sexual immorality is lumped to-
gether here with greed, coarse speech 
and idolatry. For each negative, Paul 
gives a positive that should be exempli-
fied in the life of a follower of Jesus 
Christ. Instead of greed, there should 

be offering. In-
stead of coarse 
talking, there 
should be sounds 
of thanksgiving. 
Instead of immo-
rality, there should 
be the daily imita-
tion of God as His 

“dearly loved children.” 
In your own life, are you 
imitating God in every 
single aspect of your life? 
We Christians get a little 
nervous talking about 
sex, but the truth is that 
we celebrate sex within 
the context of God’s gifts 
of marriage, love, procre-
ation and intimacy. God 
created sex and gave this 
gift to us. As with every 

good gift, it must not be abused. Do 
your actions reflect the character of 
God? Do your sexual behaviors reflect 
the character of God? Are you living 
for yourself, or are you living for the 
greatness of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ? You are distinct! 

Eric Moffett
pastor

First Baptist
Pocahontas

One of my wife’s favorite TV shows 
features a woman who restores 100-year-
old houses, fallen into disrepair, to their 
original splendor. Throughout the de-
cades, layers of wallpaper, rolls of floor 
coverings and lowered ceilings were 
added according 
to the style of the 
time and the per-
sonal taste of the 
homeowners. But 
after all of these su-
perfluous additions 
are stripped away, 
the original gran-
deur of the house is able 
to be enjoyed once again.

God is also in the res-
toration business. He can 
take a person or a nation 
and restore them. After 
years, or even generations, 
of sin, God can forgive 
and restore the relation-
ship between Him and His 
people.

The nation of Israel’s 
history included many 
cycles of sin. God would deliver the na-
tion, they would sin, God would pun-
ish them, the nation would repent and 
God would delivered them once again. 
In Nehemiah 9:32-37, the Levites are 
concluding a long prayer of repentance 
as they led the people to return to the 
restoring God. The Levites’ acknowl-

edgement of God’s greatness, might 
and awesomeness (Neh. 9:32), as well 
as God’s faithfulness and righteousness 
(Neh. 9:33), was not their way of gain-
ing God’s favor; it was a recognition of 
God’s character. This is a first step in 

returning to God 
– acknowledging 
who He is.

When we recog-
nize the qualities 
and attributes of 
God, this automat-
ically leads to the 
second step: the 

realization of who we are 
and what we have done. 
When we bask in the light 
of God’s qualities, it ex-
poses those dark recesses of 
sin. Although the Levites 
confessed the sins of their 
ancestors by admitting that 
“they did not pay attention 
to your commands” (Neh. 
9:34), they also included 
themselves and their gener-
ation by stating “we acted 

wickedly” (Neh. 9:33).
How is your relationship with God? 

Does it need to be restored to its origi-
nal glory? Remember, the New Testa-
ment promise: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrigh-
teousness” (1 John 1:9).

If you are reading the Arkansas Baptist 
News, then you probably don’t have to 
be convinced concerning the prohibi-
tion of homosexual behavior in Scrip-
ture. More than likely, you’ve probably 
heard a number of sermons on it. The 
question that we 
really want to ask 
is this: How do we 
respond when a 
loved one tells us 
that he/she wants 
to be identified as 
a homosexual? I 
think Paul helps us. 

First, we respond with 
love. No matter the sin, 
we respond with love be-
cause that is how Christ 
responded to us. Even 
Paul’s harshest words were 
given in love and within 
the context of the relation-
ship that he had with the 
churches. He was not sim-
ply holding up a sign on 
the street corner proclaim-
ing that God hates. Paul 
was writing people he loved. Love must 
saturate our response. If you respond 
with hate or by breaking the relation-
ship, then you have missed the grace of 
God that covers all situations. 

Second, we must be reminded that 
homosexual behavior, while certainly a 
sin, is not the only sin. Our passage in 1 

Corinthians 6 also highlights sins such 
as adultery, theft, greed and drunken-
ness. Putting the spotlight on homo-
sexuality while ignoring other sins is 
not helpful and is certainly not biblical. 
We approach homosexual behavior as 

fellow sinners who 
have been saved by 
the grace of God. 
There is no room 
in this discussion 
for pride or a sense 
of self-righteous-
ness. 

Third, we point 
to the character of God. 
Most likely, your loved 
one knows what the 
Bible says. It could even 
be that they are fooled 
into thinking they have 
found alternate ways to 
interpret and understand 
the passages that prohibit 
homosexual behavior. 
When you point them to-
ward God’s character and 
holiness, it can help facili-

tate a discussion on righteousness. It is 
not enough to say, “The Bible says so.” 
Talk about why the Bible says so and 
how God wants our lives to reflect His 
holiness. 

Finally, never stop loving. Imitate 
the character of God in your grace, 
kindness and love. 

Eric Moffett
pastor

First Baptist
Pocahontas

Get an understanding
NEHEMIAH 8:1-8

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

FEBRUARY 15, 2015

Jim Monroe
associate pastor

First Baptist
White Hall

If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, 
you are distinct. You are different. 
Some may even say that you are a lit-
tle bit odd – Jesus promised as much! 
Paul’s words were probably as well re-
ceived by the culture in and around 
Ephesus as they 
would be today. If 
you were to post 
this passage on 
a billboard in a 
major city today, 
it would probably 
be perceived as 
some sort of “hate 
speech” or maybe some-
thing worse. What was 
Paul’s message? You are 
distinct. 

As Paul comes to his 
conclusion in the Let-
ter to the Ephesians, he 
brings forth this major 
principle: “Be imitators 
of God” (Eph. 5:1). This 
imitation of God covers 
all aspects of life. When 
we imitate God, it changes 
our outlooks, our worldviews, our at-
titudes, our behavior and even our un-
derstanding of sex. Paul’s message was 
countercultural then, and it certainly 
is today. Followers of Jesus Christ imi-
tate God in every single aspect of life 
– even sex. 

Ready when sex destroys
EPHESIANS 5:1-10

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Return to the restoring God
NEHEMIAH 9:32-37

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

When homosexuality devastates 
ROMANS 1:18-27; 1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

FEBRUARY 8, 2015



PRAY more
GIVE more
GO more

That’s what readers of the 
Arkansas Baptist News do.

Subscribe your church family today at arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe
or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5156

“Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901”
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