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NORTH LITTLE ROCK – Wyman 
Richardson, pastor of Central Bap-
tist Church, North Little Rock, 
challenges conventional thinking 
and issues a call for churches to re-
turn to biblical instruction regard-
ing church membership. In his 
book, “On Earth as it is in Heav-
en: Reclaiming Regenerate Church 
Membership,” Richardson’s aim is 
to counter “religious consumer-
ism” and rekindle a desire to build 
church membership around bib-

lical values. The Arkansas Baptist 
News recently asked Richardson to 
talk about the book and 
why he feels passionate 
about the topic of church 
membership.

 ABN: Why did you write 
this book now? How would 
you like to see it used by pas-
tors and churches?

 Richardson: Two facts 
converged to lead me to 
the writing of this book. First, I 
had written an earlier book and 
workbooks on church discipline 
titled “Walking Together: A Con-

gregational Reflection on Biblical 
Church Discipline.” It occurred to 

me in the aftermath of writ-
ing that book that church 
discipline is simply one facet 
of the larger issue of church 
membership, so I soon deter-
mined to write next on that 
larger issue as well. Secondly, 
the (Southern Baptist) Con-
vention began debating a 
“resolution on regenerate 

church membership” around that 
time. Combined, those two reali-
ties compelled me to begin work 
on this book a few years back.

 As for how I would like to see 
it used, I simply pray that the book 
may help start a conversation in 
churches about what church mem-
bership means, about how we have 
deviated from our historical prac-
tices and about how the healthy as-
pects of those former practices can 
be reclaimed today to the church’s 
strengthening.

 ABN: Why do you think some 
churches today have abandoned bibli-
cal principles related to church member-
ship in favor of the “y’all come with no 

NLR pastor authors new book
A call to ‘reclaim regenerate church membership’

Richardson

THE YEAR IN ARKANSAS BAP-
TIST LIFE – 2011. The editorial 
staff of the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) has ranked the following top 
10 stories of the year based on over-
all news value and significance to 
Arkansas Baptist life.

1. NAMB’s ‘massive overhaul’
The year was just getting under-

way in February when trustees of 
the North American Mission Board 
(NAMB), led by Kevin Ezell, newly-
elected president and former Ken-
tucky megachurch pastor, approved 
a sweeping reorganization of the 
domestic mission agency based in 
Georgia.

NAMB’s new strategy – focused 
heavily around church planting 
– was named “SEND: NORTH 
AMERICA.” 

“This is a massive overhaul,” Ezell 
said. “We believe it’s going to be an 
historic overhaul.” He added that 
the agency wants as many resources 
as possible to go to the field rather 
than to staffing overhead. 

“NAMB doesn’t exist to employ 
people; it exists to reach people.”

Ezell said he anticipated new 

funding agreements between NAMB 
and the 42 state conventions to be 
completed by March 2011. Follow-
ing his arrival in late 2010, Ezell 
started the gradual phaseout of the 
Cooperative Agreements between 

the agency and conventions.
“Nearly 80 percent of NAMB’s 

money is invested in the unreached 
areas of North America, and only 

Lisa Watson
Arkansas Baptist News

TEXARKANA – Life House 
Church is not your traditional 
church. Sure, the church holds 
Sunday and Wednesday night 
services. And Life House offers 
ministries for children and youth, 
Bible studies and more. But it’s 
the people who regularly attend 
the church that make the church 
different. 

From someone dressed in Sun-
day best to a homeless person 
who rode the church van for a 
free meal, Life House wants to be 
“a church for all people regard-
less of their race, economic or 
educational status,” according to 
the Life House website, www.life-
house.us.

The church specifically seeks 
“disenfranchised” people, accord-
ing to James Ross, Life House’s 
pastor/church planter. 

“They are people that are look-
ing for something besides tradi-
tional church … who are just sick 

ABN Top 10 Stories for 2011

Our top 10 stories are: 
1. NAMB gets  ‘massive overhaul’
2. State execs agree to 50/50 CP allocation
3. Natural disasters slam U.S. and world
4. ASU’s Hugh Freeze points players to Christ
5. ABN celebrates 110 years of ministry
6. Task force to study SBC name change
7. Glorieta put up for sale by LifeWay
8. Ouachita’s Eady Miss America finalist
9. ABSC changes mission funding formula
10. Turner reflects on 15 years at ABSC

Arkansas Baptist News
Top 10 Stories 

of 2011

‘Life House’ 
reaches out
in Ark., Texas

Steeger retires
Bill Steeger, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Paragould,  
retired on Christmas Day. 

See page 2

See LIFE HOUSE page 2

See TOP 10 page 6

See BOOK page 3

Arkansas Baptist News Top 10 Stories of 2011 included, clockwise from left: Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief, earthquake and tsunami in Japan, North American Mission Board overhaul, Glorieta for sale, 
Emil Turner reflects on 15 years at ABSC, Alyse Eady wins first runner-up in Miss America pageant 
and Hugh Freeze, Arkansas Baptist and Arkansas State coach, talks about faith and football.
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LIFE HOUSE
continued from page one

to death of religion and looking for 
something real,” said Ross.

The multiracial, socioeconomi-
cally diverse congregation began in 
2008. 

“Sharing life with the world” – 
the slogan for Life House Church 
– captures the essence of the minis-
try. And now, the church, which is 
located in Texarkana, is branching 
out, just over the Texas border into 
New Boston. 

Life House, New Boston, offi-
cially opened its doors to the com-
munity Oct. 2. The church meets 
in a 16,000-square-foot building, 
which was given to the ministry by 
a church that disbanded. 

In the three months prior to 
the official start of the New Bos-
ton campus, Life House volunteers 
cleaned the facility, which was in a 
state of disrepair, replaced the water 
heater, painted and shampooed the 
carpet. 

Life House, New Boston, which 
averages 35-40 people each Sunday, 
has begun witnessing growth, add-
ing six people by baptism since Oc-
tober, said Ross. 

The ministries Life House, New 
Boston, offers are similar to those 
at Life House, Texarkana. Every 
Sunday, the church provides a free 
breakfast for anyone who wishes to 
attend. Other ministries include 
God’s Closet, which is a clothing 

Joe Grove
Paragould Daily Press

PARAGOULD – William Steeger, or Brother Bill 
as he prefers, preached his final Sunday sermon 
as pastor of First Baptist Church, Paragould, on 
Christmas Day, ending a five-year tenure at the 
church and beginning life as a retiree.

Though he is retiring from pastoral ministry, 
he still plans on being very active in his 
retirement. Through his career, he has, at 
times, taught full-time and been a pastor 
part-time or been a full-time pastor and 
taught part-time. He has taught in colleges, 
seminaries and universities in the United 
States and in Africa.

Steeger holds a doctorate in Old Testa-
ment archeology and for 13 years was the 
chairman of the department of religion 
at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadel-
phia.

While teaching, he often served as an interim 
pastor for churches that were between pastors and 
often having difficulties of some sort, he said.

“While at Ouachita, I served as interim pas-
tor for 15 different churches,” Steeger said. “My 
specialty was being a peacemaker. I’d go into 
churches with problems and prepare them for 
their next pastor.”

Throughout the years, he has served four 
churches as full-time pastor, including nine years 
at Beech Street First Baptist Church in Texarka-
na, where former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee 
was once pastor.

Steeger’s first pastorate was a small church in 
Rineyville, Ky. 

“Every church I’ve pastored has heard about 
Rineyville,” he said. “It was a farming commu-
nity, and the people were absolutely fantastic and 
taught me more than I could possibly learn any 
other way.”

His education includes a high school diploma 
from Gainsville, Fla., a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Florida and masters and doctoral 
degrees from The Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Louisville, Ky.
He said archeology had been an inter-

est of his since he was a child.
“The most exciting archeological find 

in my lifetime has been the Dead Sea 
Scrolls,” he said. “They were found in 
1947 and 1948, and their tremendous 
testimony to the fidelity of the transmis-
sion of Scripture has been breathtaking. 
During the 19th century, biblical criti-
cism began to tear apart the Bible, and 

the Dead Sea Scrolls have just born testimony to 
its faithfulness. It really has blown a lot of those 
older theories apart.”

Steeger said biblical characters had been 
laughed at as not being truly historical but rather 
made-up characters to fill a role. Pontius Pilate 
was one of those, he said, because there was no 
mention of him in the Roman records. 

“Archeologists have found a statue of Pilate, 
along with a plaque that said, ‘This is dedicated 
by Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea,’” he said.

And of course when talking to an expert on 
Old Testament archeology, one has to ask about 
the Ark of the Covenant. Steeger said he doubted 
that it would ever be found.

“It would be worshipped rather than seen for 

what it is,” he explained. 
Steeger said his teaching career greatly impact-

ed his ministry at First Baptist Church.
“Sunday morning and evening I preach exposi-

torily, where we try to work through the Scrip-
tures, but I’ve also had Discipleship University 
where we’ve had different classes,” he said. “On 
Sunday afternoons and Wednesdays, we’ve been 
doing a survey of the Old Testament for the last 
five years.”

Steeger is married to Susan, and they have four 
grown children and eight grandchildren. He joked 
that the church wasn’t sad about his leaving, but 
they didn’t want her to leave. He said she was the 
perfect pastor’s wife.

In spite of Steeger’s self-deprecating comment, 
his minister to students, Mark Dolan, offered 
praise. Dolan said when he thought of Steeger, 
he thought of compassion, encouragement and 
commitment.

“He’s not just my pastor,” he said. “He is my 
friend. My experience with him is that he is re-
lentless in his pursuit of people to make them 
better.”

He said Steeger and his wife left a legacy of 
faithfulness.

“When I think of their ministry, I think of the 
Apostle Paul saying at the end of his life, ‘I have 
fought the good fight, I finished the race, I kept 
the faith.’”

Steeger will continue to teach his Wednesday 
class until a new pastor arrives or until they move 
to Texarkana, where they will be closer to their 
children and grandchildren.

Joe Grove is a reporter at the Paragould Daily 
Press.

Longtime minister retires in Paragould

ministry, and blessing boxes and 
bags, which are food items and ne-
cessities that are distributed in the 
community.

In addition, the campus already 
has an outreach at a local rehabilita-
tion center – “to residents and em-
ployees” of the center, said Charles 
Jordan, who serves as campus pastor 
at Life House, New Boston, and as-
sociate pastor at Life House, Texar-
kana. 

Jordan came to Life House, Tex-
arkana, after he was injured while 
serving in the United States military 
in Iraq. When he returned home, 
he realized he needed a change. He 
said he also began to sense a call-
ing from God to a different kind of 
ministry. 

And that calling eventually led he 
and his family to Life House, Tex-
arkana. 

It was an instant fit. 
“When you see what the New 

Testament (church) looks like, it’s 
hard to go back and sit in a pew,” 
he said. 

Since Jordan has been serving as 
associate pastor at Life House, his 
friendship with Ross has been a 
great blessing. 

 “One of the first things I learned 
from James (Ross) is that you can’t 
do it by yourself,” he said.

Life House, Texarkana, and Life 
House, New Boston, continue to 
minister together, often sharing re-
sources between the two communi-
ties. 

Recently, an overabundance of 

food at the Texarkana campus led 
to an opportunity to share Christ 
with a needy man in New Boston. 

Volunteers bagged up the extra 
food and took it to New Boston to 
distribute to needy people in the 
community. At a local discount 
store, volunteers gave a bag of food 
to a man named Paul. 

Later that evening, Paul called 
Ross to ask why someone had given 
him the food without requiring any-
thing in return. 

“I told him, ‘Jesus sent them to 
bless the community,’” said Ross.

The man’s response was heart 
breaking. 

“He said, ‘I am a lost man, and 

I don’t understand that. But I’m 
glad your church helps,’” continued 
Ross. 

In addition to reaching “lost” 
people like Paul, Life House has wit-
nessed a number of volunteers from 
area churches who want to help with 
the church’s outreach programs. 

Though the church doesn’t take 
up offerings or charge for any of the 
services provided, Ross said God al-
ways provides. 

“Every time there’s been a need, 
it’s like God says, ‘Let Me do some-
thing extra.’”

James and the Life House staff 
hope to continue branching out to 
communities near Texarkana, of-
fering the same kind of ministries 
as those at the Texarkana and New 
Boston campuses.

Contact Lisa Watson at lisa@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

James Ross (right), Life 
House pastor and church 
planter, and Charles 
Jordan, Life House, 
New Boston, campus 

pastor, work togeth-
er to reach people 

in Arkansas and 
Texas.

Steeger



many wonderful examples of vibrant, 
healthy churches around the world! I 
am not, by nature, a pessimist. How-
ever, in the book, I suggest that the 
church today has often bowed to 
three secular models: Walmart (con-
sumerism and the customer as king), 
museums (historical preservation, 
but practical disuse) and The Lone 
Ranger (radical isolated individual-
ism). None of these models naturally 
engenders radical commitment and 
involvement the way the New Testa-
ment visions of the church as bride, 

body, army, athlete and 
household do.

 ABN: Do you think 
the unwillingness of today’s 
church to teach regenerate 
church membership is part of 
a larger problem in a society 
where institutions – such as 
the churches and denomina-
tions – aren’t trusted?

Richardson: First, I’d 
say it’s a problem of his-
torical amnesia. Baptist 
writings for the better part 
of the last 400 years fairly 
teem with references to 
“regenerate church mem-
bership.” Honestly, many 
Baptists have never even 
heard of that term today. 

It is tragic, really. But yes, there is 
a kind of anti-institutional bent in 
our society at large as well. I would 
put two caveats on that, though. (1) 
In the case of the church, the aban-
donment of regenerate church mem-
bership helps create that distrust. 
(2) The presence of healthy, viable, 
strong, growing churches that have 
meaningful membership proves that 
people today are not averse to mak-
ing a healthy commitment to an in-
stitution; they simply are averse to 
making such a commitment to any 
institution they deem to be a fraud.

 ABN: According to your book, re-
generate church membership is a biblical 
model. How do you advise a pastor and 
his church today to take steps in return-
ing to that model?
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commitment” approach?
Richardson: I would say religious 

consumerism more than anything, 
though there are other factors (bib-
lical illiteracy, a low view of the 
church, etc.). Religious consumerism 
means that churches today now view 
people as customers to be enticed 
and pleased instead of people to be 
nurtured in the ways of the gospel. 
Community, accountabil-
ity and encouragement 
do not work well in a con-
sumer model. On the con-
trary, they fit naturally in 
the New Testament vision 
of the church.

 ABN: It seems the prem-
ise of your book flies in the 
face of the “seeker church” 
movement that began in the 
latter part of the 20th centu-
ry. Don’t you agree the church 
should “cast a wide net?”

 Richardson: I think 
the net should be cast over 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and the utter ends of the 
earth! What I refuse to ac-
cept, though, is the idea 
that meaningful membership must 
be diluted for the net to be cast wide. 
In the New Testament, the early 
church held tenaciously to both re-
alities: meaningful life together in 
the church and radical outreach to 
the nations. In fact, I think that the 
abandonment of meaningful, bibli-
cal membership ultimately hurts our 
evangelistic efforts by weakening the 
body into which we presume to in-
vite people.

 ABN: In the introduction to your 
book, you state, “The problem today is 
not that people fear commitment. The 
problem is people do not want to commit 
to what the church has become.” What 
do you feel today’s church has become?

Richardson: I want to be care-
ful not to overgeneralize. There are 

LITTLE ROCK – Louis Lee, 55, a 
member of First Baptist Church, 
Heber Springs, has been named 
the 2011 Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
Sportsman of the Year, the newspa-
per announced Dec. 30.

Lee, who won the United States 
Golf Association national champi-
onship in September, returned to 
competitive golf in 2011 after a 26-
year absence, the Democrat-Gazette 
reported.

Following the surprising win, Lee 

told officials, “I’m going to go back 
to Heber Springs, Ark., population 
6,500, and I’m going to run my little 
insurance agency and go to the First 
Baptist Church. I’m a simple guy, 
and I live a good life in the heart-
land of America. I don’t plan to 
make any changes.”

Lee played collegiate golf at Loui-
siana State University form 1974-78 
and was a two-time honorable men-
tion All-American, the newspaper 
reported.

BOOK
continued from page one

Arkansas Baptist named ‘Sportsman of the Year’

Richardson: I began serving at 
Central Baptist Church in January 
of last year, so I am very much living 
out these realities myself. I would 
say a few things. First, love your 
people. C.S. Lewis once said that he 
wished ministers would remember 
that Jesus said, “Love My sheep,” 
not, “Try experiments on My rats.” 
Genuinely love your people, and win 
a hearing for these ideas. Secondly, 
do not move too fast. The loss of 
meaningful membership has hap-
pened over a long period of time. It 
will not be fixed in a week!

Third, teach, teach, teach – then 
teach again. You’re teaching con-
cepts that have died from lack of at-
tention. You must be deliberate and 
consistent in teaching about what 
the church is and what it means to 
be a part of it. Finally, if you are not 
going to model the principles of 
meaningful membership, then do 
not expect others to listen when you 
ask them to embrace meaningful 
membership.

ABN: Tell us a bit about yourself 
and Central Baptist Church in North 
Little Rock.

Richardson: My wife, Roni, and 
I are from South Carolina, and our 
daughter, Hannah, was born in Fort 
Worth near the end of our seminary 
days. I attended Southwestern (Bap-
tist Theological Seminary) for my 
Master of Divinity and the Beeson 
Divinity School for my Doctorate of 
Ministry. I pastored in Georgia for 
the last 13 years, and we moved here 
in January 2011. We are truly happy 
in Arkansas and love the family at 
Central Baptist Church. I have a 
personal website at www.walkingto-
getherministries.com.

 This year our church committed 
itself to what we are calling “The 
Four Canons.” Our desire is to 
become (1) an authentic family (2) 
around the whole gospel (3) for the 
glory of God (4) and the reaching of 
the nations. To use the big words for 
that, that means we hope to have a 
New Testament ecclesiology, God-
honoring theology, Christ-exalting 
doxology and a consistent and per-
vasive missiology. In other words, we 
simply desire to be a church. 

Our church is a loving, reaching, 
serving body of believers on pil-
grimage to look more and more like 
Jesus. We are not a perfect church, 
but there are examples of service and 
outreach and love and worship here 
in the face of which I truly stand in 
awe. We invite all to come and visit 
and learn more about us.

“On Earth as it Is in 
Heaven: Reclaiming 
Regenerate  Church 
Membership” by Wyman 
Le w i s  R i c h a rd s o n , 
Founders Press.

Digest
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For more ABN Digest, go to 
www.arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

Cooperative Program
7% below 2011 pace

HOT SPRINGS – Walnut 
Valley Baptist Church in Hot 
Springs opened a new sanctuary 
on Christmas Day, local media 
reported. In April, a power-
ful tornado tore through the 
sanctuary, leaving behind heavy 
damage.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Year-to-
date contributions to Southern 
Baptist national and interna-
tional missions and ministries 
received by the SBC Executive 
Committee are 7.01 percent 
below the same time frame last 
year. The total includes receipts 
from state conventions and fel-
lowships, churches and individu-
als for distribution according to 
the 2011-12 SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget.

Unchurched care little
about life’s purpose
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – A recent 
LifeWay Research study found 
that Americans with even a 
slight curiosity about an ulti-
mate purpose to life are more 
likely to participate in worship 
services, while half of those 
who never attend church never 
wonder about life’s ultimate 
purpose. 

Damaged Ark. church
reopens Christmas Day

Tim Tebow’s Christian life 
story, “Through My Eyes,” has 
become the top-selling new re-
lease of 2011 from HarperOne, 
a leading religion book publish-
er, reports the Religion News 
Service. Critics have slammed 
the Denver Broncos quarter-
back for everything from his 
throwing style to his trademark 
professions of evangelical faith.

Tim Tebow top-selling
religion author of 2011 

WASHINGTON – Funding 
for abstinence education has 
returned to the federal budget 
in the spending bill passed 
by Congress and signed by 
President Obama. The $1 tril-
lion budget, which staves off 
another potential government 
shutdown, allocates $5 million 
for abstinence-based Sexual 
Risk Avoidance (SRA) programs 
that were slashed by Obama 
beginning in 2009.

U.S. gov’t reinstates
abstinence funding 

SHERWOOD – There’s going to 
be a “camp meeting” at the upcom-
ing Arkansas Baptist State Confer-
ence on Evangelism and Church 
Growth, scheduled for Jan. 23-24 
at First Baptist Church, Sherwood.

For more information includ-
ing a list of speakers, contact Karen 
West at 800-838-2272, ext. 5128. 

Evangelism conference
The Arkansas Baptist News is planning to 
publish a special evangelism section dur-
ing the State  Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth in January. To submit 
the name of an evangelist you would like 
to see featured in the section, email abn@
arkansasbaptist.org.

Arkansas Baptist Louis Lee. Photo courtesy of 
Arkansas Democrt-Gazette.



Having been in many Southern 
Baptist churches across the United 
States over the past 20-plus years, I 
know that not all Southern Baptists 
connect World Changers and disas-
ter relief with their denomination 
either.

And it really doesn’t matter to 
them that World Changers – which 
I had the privilege of being a part 

of early in its his-
tory – was once a 
part of the former 
Brotherhood 
Commission 
(when World 
Changers was 
launched nation-
wide in 1990), the 
North American 

Mission Board (from 1997 to 2011) 
or LifeWay (where its home is 
now). Rather, I believe most simply 
applaud the efforts of students 
and leaders to further the cause of 
Christ through missions involve-
ment.

Another example is our denomi-
nation’s disaster relief ministry. 
Southern Baptists from every state 
convention have been on the scene 
of major disasters our country and 
the world have faced for nearly 
half a century. If the convention 
chooses to change its name, does 
that mean the famous bright yellow 
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 
logo will change as well? I doubt 
there has ever been a victim of a di-
saster who has rejected a hot meal 
or cup of cold water because it was 
being served by Southern Baptists.

I have been known to com-
pare the relationship of the 

Southern Baptist Convention and 
its member churches to a marriage 
where a husband and wife – rather 
than grow closer over the years – 
seem to have grown apart. While 
the couple are still married and 
love one another, they just don’t 
seem to have that cozy relationship 
they once had.

Of late, one has 
to look no further 
than the discus-
sion surround-
ing changing 
the name of the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention for 
proof of this sup-
position.

I fancy myself to be an objective 
and sometimes critical thinker, but 
as I have mentioned in this col-
umn before, I can’t think of many 
reasons why changing the name of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
would make much of a difference 
in the convention’s church plant-
ing and evangelistic efforts.

Conversely, the Southern Baptist 
Convention – like every good 
marketer – should continue to find 
ways to brand itself that result in 
maximizing efforts for its churches 
to reach the world for Christ.

A couple of excellent examples 
are World Changers and disaster 
relief – both of which are ministries 
that much of the world I’m certain 
do not immediately connect with 
Southern Baptists.

4   January 12, 2012OPINION

How strong is our marriage?
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ON 

Tim Yarbrough

‘Missions’ Baptists
While I am very proud of my 

SBC heritage, I don’t get all the 
hoopla regarding the name change. 
In fact, I’ve never really understood 
why we have it that way in the 
first place. Well, I do but don’t, 
ha!  While we truly are “mission-
ary” Baptists, that name is already 
taken. So, perhaps, we should (call) 
ourselves “Missions Baptist” or 
“Convention Baptist.” Problem 
solved! 

Felton Magby
Benton

Preserve church history
I appreciate the latest edition 

of the ABN article on the history 
of the magazine. P.S.G. Watson is 
mentioned as having edited a previ-
ous magazine in 1859. Rev. Watson 
came to Arkansas in 1853 and pas-
tored the Liberty Baptist Church in 
Lee County, east of Marianna. He 
wrote an article for the American 
Baptist Memorial (I haven’t been 
able to find out much about this 
publication) in 1855 that Liberty 
was the oldest Baptist church in the 
county and was organized on June 
25, 1848 on the St. Francis Road, 
northwest from Helena, 25 miles. 
It had 40 members, four of whom 
were black. This church belonged 
to the Rocky Bayou Association. 
Because of a distance of 160 miles, 

the Mt. Vernon Association was 
organized. I believe this might have 
been Missionary Baptist at that 
time.  

Recently, an old Liberty Church 
minute book was found at Tri-
County genealogy in Marvell. 
Of course, 
Rev. Watson is 
mentioned. The 
minute book for 
present-day First 
Baptist Church 
in Marianna 
begins with this statement dated 
September 1868: “Marianna 
Baptist Church was organized from 
the scattered membership of what 
was formerly known as the Liberty 
Church located a few miles from 
this place. Our little village, promis-

ing to become a thriving inland 
town, was considered a much 
better location ... as the war had 
left us in a torn and broken-up 
condition.”  

The Liberty minute book men-
tions several votes taken to publish 

members’ obituar-
ies in the Tennessee 
Baptist that is also 
mentioned in your 
article. Rev. Watson 
was in Kentucky in 
1840, Independence 

County, Ark., in 1850, and in 
Pulaski County in 1860 and was 
back in Kentucky in 1870. He died 
in 1889 in McGregory, Texas. Our 
plans at First Baptist in Marianna 
are to celebrate our 165 years in 
June 2013. I encourage all church-

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

es to preserve their history. Your 
article is helping to do that.

Sue Moore
Marianna

As the Lord has tarried now 
more than 10 years into the 21st 
century, I believe Southern Baptists 
and their churches stand at the 
crossroads of history and legacy. 
Will we continue to “major on the 
minor” or choose to boldly hoist 
the name of Jesus high and pro-
claim His name to the nations?

Folks don’t get to heaven 
because they’re Southern Baptists 
… but only by knowing the One 
who shed His precious blood and 
laid down His life to bridge the gap 

between God and man. 
For all that Southern Baptists 

stand for, I believe they are mainly 
known as a people of the Bible who 
love and live to honor their Lord, 
Jesus Christ.

“And there is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12).

Tim Yarbrough is editor of the 
Arkansas Baptist News. Contact him 
at tim@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Your church and its custodian
Numbered days

Family Matters 

Ben Phillips is team leader of the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention family 
ministry team.

My father-in-law and I were 
up early over the Christmas 

break drinking coffee together, 
and he shared Psalm 90:10 – 
“The length of our days is seventy 
years – or eighty, 
if we have the 
strength.” 

That conver-
sation led me to 
reflect on the 
length of my 
days. How much 
time do my 
family and I have left? Of course, 
none of us really knows how 
much time we have left. 

Psalm 90:12 goes on to say, 
“Teach us to number our days 
aright, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” 

So, how will you maximize 
your time over the course of this 
next year – the next several years?

Prayerfully set some goals with 
your family. Focus on some spiri-
tual goals for your family. Pray 
together for guidance. Brainstorm 
some ideas. You might con-
sider reading through the New 
Testament together this year or 
praying together as a family at 
least three times a week. Write 
out your goals and post them in a 
prominent place in your home.

Lead your family to accomplish 
these goals. Most children will 
imitate what they see modeled by 
their parents. If one of your goals 
is for everyone in your family to 
read the Bible daily, then let them 
see you read it daily. Some goals 
may necessitate that you equip 
your family to reach those goals. 
Help them break the goal down 
into small action steps. 

Affirm family members as 
they accomplish goals. Be careful 
of constantly criticizing family 
members for failing to reach goals. 
Look for opportunities to encour-
age them as they make progress, 
even though it may not be at the 
pace you would like. 

Number your days. Think be-
yond just one year. What spiritual 
goals would you like to see your 
children accomplish before they 
graduate high school (memo-
rize a gospel presentation, write 
their testimony, take an interna-
tional mission trip, read the Bible 
through, memorize Scripture, 
etc.)?

If you are in a different season 
of life, ask yourself how you will 
number the rest of your days so 
that you maximize your time for 
God’s glory. 

“May the favor of the Lord our 
God rest upon us; establish the 
work of our hands for us – yes, 
establish the work of our hands” 
(Psalm 90:17).

M rs. Kimbrough had been the custodian (“sexton” 
to our high church brethren) at First Baptist 

Church, Harrisonburg, for years when I became their 
rookie pastor. Prior to his departure, my predeces-
sor had arrived early, turned on the heat and lights, 
unlocked doors, etc.  Mrs. Kimbrough assumed this 
responsibility during the interim. 
When I arrived, she asked when she 
could stop arriving early for these 
duties. I assured her of her great 
value and our willingness to con-
tinue to pay for the extra hour of 
her time. It worked great.  

J.D. Moore was the custodian 
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church in 
Crossett. He was also a deacon, 
the Sunday school superintendent 
and one of the finest and most spiritual men I’ve ever 
known. Bill Moreau was the building supervisor at 
First Baptist Church, Lake Charles, and gave direction 
to a crew of janitors. He could get work out of a stump 
– I’ve seen him do it – and he tolerated no foolish-
ness in the Lord’s house. Kirby Martin supervises our 
building here in Little Rock, and there is no more 
godly or hardworking staff member at the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. 

Have you given any recognition to your custodian? 
Gratitude is a virtue, and it is part of a pleasing 
personality. Be sure that people in your congregation 
know who serves them in maintaining the physical 
dimension of the ministry. Special recognition in a 
service is important, but an attitude that demonstrates 
thankfulness for the ministry of the custodian is even 
better.

Get them help. The physical demands of the con-
gregation can be overwhelming at times. A custodian 
or janitor works hard to set up rooms, clean, repair 

and “fetch” things for church volunteers. Be sure to 
recruit volunteers to assist the custodian when large 
jobs require quick work. If assistants can be hired, 
do so. If not, enlist volunteers who can minister 
to both the custodian and congregation in this 
regard. 

Remind the custodian of 
the proper priority of his or 
her work. Serving the facility is 
not the goal, nor is serving the 
congregation. He or she serves 
the Lord Jesus. Work takes its 
value from the One for whom 
it is done, not from salary 
or success. Also, remind the 
custodian that the job is not 
to keep people from “messing 

up” the building, but to clean up the messes 
that are made.  

Finally, see to the spiritual needs of the 
custodian. Include the custodian in Bible 
study and encourage him or her to be in 
Sunday school. Pray for him or her. Share 
prayer requests with the custodian so that 
person can pray for you.  

One day Mrs. Kimbrough and I 
were moving some tables. I asked her 
simply if she had ever received Christ. 
She had not, but that afternoon she 
met the Savior. The next Sunday the 
lady who had cleaned our church 
for years came forward and made a 
profession of faith in Christ. She 
had cleaned His house; now He 
had cleansed her heart.  

Emil Turner is executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Most of us are familiar with the Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible. The term “testament” 

comes from a Latin word meaning “to bare witness,” 
as in a will or covenant. Our Bible bears witness in 
two testaments. The Old Testament contains 39 books 
with 929 chapters and approximately 600,000 words. 
The New Testament consists of 27 books with 260 
chapters and approximately 200,000 words.

The Old Testament provides testimonies of pa-
triarchs, judges, prophets, kings, 
wisdom writers and others. Some 
finished their lives with integrity and 
faith, while others did not. The New 
Testament chronicles the lives of 
Jesus, the apostles, the first missionar-
ies, early church leaders and others. 
The stories of their legacies have endured through the 
ages.

The story of one’s individual life and legacy is often 
told in a last will and testament – in other words, the 
“third testament.” In this document, we identify those 
we trust to manage the business of our estate, those in-
dividuals and charities that will become beneficiaries 
(and how they will benefit), special situations that may 
need to be addressed and a host of other essentials.

My last will and testament has six articles, 63 sec-
tions and more than 10,000 words. While most of 
the document is “legalese” (specialized language of 
lawyers), much of my life can be gleaned from that 

document. Additionally, I have written an “ethical 
will” or a “final love letter,” a nonbinding statement of 
my heart and intent. This third testament will one day 
express the legacy of my life.

Did you know that approximately 2.5 million 
Americans will die this year? Of these, according to 
most estimates and studies, only about 50 percent will 
have a last will and testament. At the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation, we believe that all Arkansas Baptists 

should take charge of their estates 
through a will or trust. This can be 
accomplished through creating a 
third testament, in essence, a loving 
testimonial for the benefit of loved 
ones and/or charities. 

As Ron Hall, my friend at the 
Virginia Baptist Foundation, likes to say, “This honors 
God and is what the Christian church has for at least 
a thousand years called ‘stewardship.’” 

And as Frances Ridley Havergal, the great English 
hymn writer of another era, truthfully put to music, 
“Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer 
mine.” 

The Arkansas Baptist Foundation can assist you in 
creating or updating your third testament.

“And by faith he still speaks, even though he is 
dead” (Hebrews 11:4, NIV).

David Moore is president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation.

The ‘third testament’ 

Financial Times
David Moore 

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

Phillips

The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 
invites pastors, other church 

staff and members of Arkansas 
Baptist churches to submit reviews 
of religion-related books they have 
read.

Preferably, the book review 
should be no more than 350 words 
and should be about a book released 

in the past six months. 
Reviews submitted for publica-

tion may be edited for content and 
style.

If interested, please contact Tim 
Yarbrough, editor, at tim@arkansas-
baptist.org, or call 800-838-2272 
(toll-free in state) or 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5151.

Read any good books lately?

a
PasTor’s 
HearT

Emil Turner



Evangelism 
Church Growth

&
State Conference on

January 23 & 24
First Baptist Church

Sherwood

“REACHING Across Arkansas”

Keynote Speakers
Dr. Michael Catt      Dr. Roy Fish      Dr. Chuck Kelley    

The Skit Guys  •  Charles Billingsley  

For More Information:
800.838.2272 ext 5128  |  kwest@absc.org

Dr. Archie Mason    John Meador     Dr. Robert Smith

Camp Meeting Speakers
Don Chandler     Doug Compton    
Tommy Miller     John Sammons

Mission Connection

Thursday, Feb. 9 or
Saturday Feb. 11, 2012
9:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

A Cooperative Program ministry of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Missions 

Ministries Team

Mission Connection is a one-day event for anyone 
interested in connecting with state, national and 
international mission partners. 

Second Baptist Church, Jacksonville

To register, go to 
www.absc.org/uttermost 
or call Jill at 
800-838-2272 ext. 5149 

Connect with:
l International Mission Board representatives and ABSC 
churches seeking partners: Belgium, Chile, Japan, Russia
l North American mission partners from Alaska, Chicago 
suburbs, Kansas, Nebraska, Philadelphia, South Dakota 

l Arkansas mission opportunities

Lunch provided

Connecting Arkansas Baptists to 
their Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and World

20 percent goes to the Southern 
states, but that does not mean that 
those states will be neglected in the 
new agreements,” Ezell told trustees.

2. Execs agree: 50/50 CP
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 

state executives at their annual fellow-
ship meeting in Williamsburg, Va., in 
February agreed to affirm a portion 
of the Great Commission Resurgence 
(GCR) report requesting a 50/50 divi-
sion of Cooperative Program (CP) re-
ceipts – after consideration for shared 
ministry funds – between state conven-
tions and the Southern Baptist Execu-
tive Committee.

Emil Turner, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion and president of the Fellowship 
of State Executive Directors for 2011-
12, emphasized that state executive di-
rectors felt it was important to make a 
statement to affirm their “strong sup-
port” of the Cooperative Program in 
light of the approval of the GCR re-
port by SBC messengers last June.

“State conventions are already in 
this thing,” said Turner. “Several years 
ago, state executive directors agreed 
to get more money to the Executive 
Committee. Since then, we have all 
been working together to make that 
a reality.”

Turner said the concept of shared 
ministry funds in state conventions 
has been around since the establish-
ment of the Cooperative Program in 
1925. Shared ministry funds differ 
from state convention to state con-
vention, but include monies set aside 
for various state-supported ministries. 
Shared ministry fund allocations are 
not counted as part of the 50/50 CP 
allocation forwarded to the SBC.

3. Natural disasters
As in previous years, 2011 was not 

without its natural disasters affecting 
missionaries and mission efforts.

In March, after Japan was hit with a 
historic earthquake, tsunami and the 
world’s worst nuclear emergency in 
25 years, International Mission Board 
(IMB) missionary families living in the 
country had to be relocated to safer 
regions.

In spite of difficulties and uncer-
tainties about the ongoing nuclear 
crisis in the northeastern part of the 
country, Southern Baptist relief efforts 
moved forward and opened previously 
closed doors in the aftermath of the 
disasters in the country. 

In April, tornadoes swarmed sev-
eral states, including Arkansas and 
Alabama, resulting in hundreds of 
people killed and widespread property 
damage. Just one month later in May, 
another widespread outbreak of tor-
nadoes slammed Joplin, Mo., nearly 
wiping the city off the map.

In the weeks following and through-
out the year, Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief volunteers poured in to help in 
Arkansas, Alabama and Missouri, as 
well as to assist in efforts in Japan’s 
recovery.

4. Football and Christ
In the midst of one of the most suc-

cessful football campaigns in school 
history, Arkansas State University’s 
(ASU) Hugh Freeze – a member of 
Central Baptist Church, Jonesboro – 
made a strong public statement of his 
faith and his goal to point his players 
to Christ.

Freeze, who in his first year as ASU 
head coach engineered the school’s 
leap from 95th in total offense among 
Football Bowl Subdivision teams to 
43rd while setting nine school records, 
gave God credit for his success.

“It’s God’s goodness and favor. I tell 
my team that all the time. Why God 
has chosen to be good to me, I’m not 
exactly sure. I have so many faults and 
failures like most of us in this journey, 
but His goodness overwhelms me. His 
ways are perfect, but I don’t always un-
derstand them. I know He is in con-
trol,” said Freeze.

More important than teaching his 
players x’s and o’s was Freeze’s desire 
to introduce players to Jesus Christ.

“The fact that God has put me and 
the staff in a position of leadership and 
the opportunities to impact so many 
kids, carries with it a burden that you 
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want to be found faithful. Hopefully, 
you can give them the greatest gift of 
all time, that being a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.”

After ASU finished the regular sea-
son 10-2, Sun Belt Conference cham-
pions and with a bid to the Go Daddy 
Bowl, Freeze returned to his home 
state of Mississippi as head coach of 
Ole Miss.

5. ABN marks 110 years
The Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) 

reached a very special birthday in 2011 

– that of being the state newspaper for 
Arkansas Baptists for 110 years.

It was established as The Baptist 
Advance by messengers to the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention (ABSC) 
meeting at First Baptist Church, Para-
gould, Nov. 15-19, 1901. There were 
newspapers in the state prior to the 
ABN, but none stood the test of time.

Challenges over the years included 
the Great Depression, inflation, dra-
matic increases in newsprint prices 
and ever-increasing postage rates.

A brochure, “Communication: A 

Family Tradition,” published in 1984 
by the ABN staff, aptly summed up the 
journey the newspaper has traveled 
during the years of its existence. 

It said, “Communication through 
the state paper in the present was made 
possible by the struggles and day-to-day 
labor of some far-sighted Baptists in 
Arkansas. The past was not always easy 
and the future is not guaranteed. Chal-
lenges lie ahead and economic ones 
are among them. Yet, Arkansas Bap-
tists have shown they can meet such 
challenges.”

Jon Stubblefield, the first president 
of the ABN board, acknowledged the 
challenge of continuing the medium of 
communication for Arkansas Baptists 
but came to this conclusion: “We must 
maintain a responsible, free channel of 
communication with grassroots Bap-
tists.”

6. SBC name change
At the September meeting of the 

SBC Executive Committee in Nash-
ville, Tenn., SBC President Bryant 
Wright announced the appointment 
of a presidential task force to study the 
prospect of changing the 166-year-old 
convention’s name – a proposal that 
has been met with much debate. 

Wright, who was re-elected to a 
second one-year term during the SBC 
annual meeting in Phoenix in June 
2011, said he believes the study would 
be helpful for two main reasons – to 
evaluate whether the “regional” nature 

of the name of the SBC hurts church 
planting efforts and if a name change 
could better position Southern Bap-
tists to “maximize their effectiveness 
in reaching North America for Jesus 
Christ in the 21st century.” 

The task force is set to provide an in-
terim report at the Feb. 20-21 meeting 
of the Executive Committee, with the 
possibility of a final report in time for 
the SBC annual meeting June 19-20 in 
New Orleans.

Any proposed name change, as well 
as other legal implications involved in 
a name change, would have to be ap-
proved by a majority of messengers at 
two consecutive SBC annual meetings, 
according to the convention’s constitu-
tion.

7. Glorieta for sale
It was announced in September 

that the Glorieta Conference Center, 
one of Southern Baptists’ two national 
training centers operated by LifeWay 
Christian Resources in Nashville, 
Tenn., was scaling back operations 
and would be sold when conditions 
merited.

LifeWay officials said the aging con-
ference center outside Santa Fe, N.M., 
has struggled with meeting its budget 
for two decades, and the decision has 
been made that LifeWay can no longer 
subsidize the operation.

It was announced that on Nov. 1, 
2011, the conference center would re-
duce operations by reducing its staff 

from 23 to seven; changing its focus 
to a summer-only facility for church 
student groups, Centrifuge camps and 
Collegiate Week; and permanently 
closing the LifeWay bookstore.

Significant changes in church 
practices, rising fuel and utility costs, 
Glorieta’s remote location, an aging 
infrastructure, a volatile economy and 
changes in state convention structures 
have combined to make financial via-
bility increasingly difficult at Glorieta, 
said Jerry Rhyne, vice president of the 
finance and business services division 
and LifeWay’s chief financial officer.

Trustees approved pursuing viable 
options for the disposition of the prop-
erty, including, but not limited to, sales 
to or alliances with SBC entities, state 
conventions and other ministries. No 
timetable was set for the disposition 
of the site.

8. Eady nearly Miss America
Declaring, “God still has plans for 

me,” Miss Arkansas Alyse Eady – a 
2010 graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University – was named first runner-
up in the 2011 Miss America Pageant 
televised Jan. 15.

Eady said competing in the recent 
Miss America Pageant “was a win-win 
situation for me; the experiences and 
opportunities I am about to have are 
incredible.”

“Coming from a small state, it’s 

See TOP 10 page 10



Across ArkAnsAs8   January 12, 2012

ChurCh ServiCeS DireCtory
Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking

Clements & Associates/Architecture
507 Main Street
North Little Rock, AR 72114
501-375-3380/501-375-8231 (fax)
www.clementsarchitects.com
Architectural design and Master Planning Services, 
Historic Preservation Consultants

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR 72034
501-450-9633  FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis 
and all architectural services

Kitchen Equipment  
and Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co.
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting and Sound

Playgrounds

American Audio Inc.
P.O. Box 1719
Ruston, LA 71273
318-251-0290  FAX: 318-255-3363
www.americanaudioinc.com
Audio, Lighting & Video Systems, Design-Installation

Curtis Stout Audio/Visual
2400 Cantrell Rd. Ste. 100
Little Rock, AR 72202
Contact: Tracy McMahen, 501.255.1149
Email: tracy.mcmahen@chstoutav.com
Church Audio/Visual and Lighting Systems
Design-Sales-Installation
Ask About Our Free Audio Clinic At Your Church

Heartland Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples - rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-1365 
www.heartlandparks.com
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & shades
Free design consultations

The BDA Design Group, Inc.
210 North State Line Avenue, Suite 201
Texarkana, AR  71854
1-800-469-1193  Fax: 870-773-0163
Email: gsdbda@cableone.net
www.bdadesign.com
Architectural, Planning, Consulting,
Long-Range Planning, Master Plans, 
Site-Facilities Evaluations

Church Furnishings
Covenant Church Furniture
SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
Ozark, MO  – 800-248-8055
Email: ronnie@covenantchurchfurniture.
com
www.covenantchurchfurniture.com
Pews, Chairs, Chancel Furniture, Upholstery, 
Baptisteries, Stepples, Cupolas, Crosses, Theather/
Auditorium Seating and Custom Wood Products, 
Refinishing and Upholstering

Church Insurance
Michael B Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee Benefits

To advertise in the monthly Church Service 
Directory, contact Nelle at 501-376-4791 
ext. 5155 or nelle@arkansasbaptist.org.

Kyle Jennings Company
www.kylejenningscompany.com
501-282-2201
P.O Box 3666
Hot Springs, AR 71914
Email: kyle@kylejenningscompany.com
Church Audio Systems, Led & Intelligent Lighting, 
Video Projection Systems, Design-Build-Install

Italy Vacations
Christian Fellowship  Tours

Rome, Florence, Assisi,  Pisa, Verona, Venice.
Escorted by guides with a tremendous 

understanding of Bible history, the ancient
Roman culture, architecture and history.

Wonderful packages - year-round 
for the Evangelical Christian.

Excellent value for small groups, 
large groups, and individuals.

a “life changing” experience!

www.pilgrimtours.com   
Box 268, Main St., Morgantown PA, 19543    800-322-0788

Ask about our “Send Your Pastor Away Program”

Also, many tours to Israel, Petra, 
Steps of Paul Tours/Cruises to Greece, 

Churches of Revelation, Moses & Joseph 
in Egypt, Germany, Imperial Europe.

Holy Land/Petra Tour
June 19-29, 2012

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”   Deuteronomy 6:4

Price: $3495
Includes: Airfare from Atlanta, Hotels-Double occupancy (Single 
supplement-$450), Two meals per day-Full breakfast and lunch or 
dinner, English-speaking guide and driver, All entrance fees, tips 
to guides, drivers, and hotel sta� s, Airport taxes, fuel surcharges-
Subject to change.
$300 Deposit-Full payment due April 20, 2012. No credit cards.
Cancellation Policy:  
$100 Administration Fee, 90-60 days prior $200 (March 21-April 
20), 59-30 days prior 50% (April 21-May 20), 29 days prior, non-
refundable (May 21-date of departure)
Contact Cecily Norman at 501.230.5422 or cecilynorman@n2realty.
net or Mica Rose at  501.230.7426 or micajessie91@yahoo.com.
Tour leaders: Bro. James Hays (Valley Baptist Church, Searcy) 
and Karen Alexander-Doyel (Lifeway) 

Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

CONWAY – Food. Speakers. Music. 
Location.

The thought of hosting a con-
ference may be overwhelming to 
churches, and the monetary consid-
erations alone may put a halt to the 
idea altogether. 

That is why Pam Sims, ministry 
assistant at Second Baptist Church, 
Conway, started Women of the 
Word ministry (W.O.W.), a women’s 
conference team she said “offer(s) 
a conference to churches for free.” 
That’s right – for free. 

The conference team is composed 
of several speakers and praise and 
worship leaders who offer the free, 
one-day conference. Churches are 
simply asked to provide lunch for 
the conference team and for those 
who attend. The decision of wheth-
er or not to charge for the confer-
ence is left to individual churches.

“This year we are focusing on get-
ting women into God’s Word and 
finding the riches that God has for 
them,” explained Sims, who said 
Enlightened, based on Ephesians 
1:18, is the current theme.

Sims said she got the idea for 
the ministry, which began this year, 
after going to a “small women’s con-
ference” several years ago. She real-
ized not only had some women not 
attended a conference before, but 
many came from smaller churches 
that could not afford to hold confer-
ences.

Sims said W.O.W.’s purpose is 
“to bring the whole conference ex-
perience to churches” and “to give 
women a better understanding of 
who they are in Christ.”

“Whether you grew up in the 

church or have never been in church 
in your life, you need to know God, 
and you cannot know God – and 
I mean truly know Him – without 
some understanding of your posi-
tion in the body of Christ,” said 
Sims. “So many women are under 
bondage in one way or another, so 
many hurting wives and mothers.”

She went on to say people seem 
to think those in ministry either 
don’t experience adversity or “have 
all the answers.”

“The ladies on this team, who 
God brought together, we all have 
a story, something that almost ev-
eryone in the room will relate to,” 
said Sims, who is one of the speak-
ers. “By that, I mean we are real 
women just like they are. We are 
all going through life carrying bag-
gage. We want women to have a safe 
place where they can come and be 
refreshed, where they can laugh and 
cry and be encouraged in their faith. 
We all need that.”  

She added, “We believe that God 
loves women, and it is our desire for 
them to feel His love and we know 
that He wants them to bloom and 
grow right where they are.”

Sims reflected on the beginning 
of W.O.W.

“When we began this ministry, 
we had no idea how God would use 
us, but as always, He has done ex-
ceedingly, abundantly more than we 
could ever imagine,” she said. “This 
first year has been such an amazing 
time, and we are excited about the 
future of W.O.W.”

The conference is available to 
churches of all sizes. 

For more information, email 
pams@2bc.tv or call 501-327-6565.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at jes-
sica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Group offers free women’s conferences

Women attend a recent W.O.W. conference at First Baptist Church, Sherwood.
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Janai Powell, a student at Wil-
liams Baptist College (WBC), and 
Tuyajargal Enkhbayar, an interna-
tional student at Ouachita Baptist 
University (OBU), received the 
Nancy Cooper Scholarship, a schol-
arship given by Arkansas Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU) in sup-
port of OBU and WBC students 
who are involved in or are seeking 
a career in missions. Ashley Star 

Milestones

Obituaries
Janice June Batson Stone, 64, 

died Dec. 10. A Missouri native, she 
was married to Ralph 
Stone, who is current-
ly pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Hughes. 
Together, the couple 
ministered at mili-
tary bases around the 
world and at various 
churches in Arkansas, 

Missouri, Tennessee, Iowa and Kan-
sas. Survivors include her husband, 
two children, a niece and nephew, 
four siblings, four grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. A celebra-
tion of life service was held Dec. 13 
at Blooming Grove Baptist Church, 
Woodlawn, Tenn. 

14 Days            Departs July 20, 2012           from $1398*

Kings Canyon – Sequoia – Yosemite 
Arches – Canyonlands – Bryce Canyon

Zion – Capitol Reef – Grand Canyon

Take time for reflection of God’s remarkable creation!
Take a relaxing trip on your luxurious coach as you travel with other Baptists through the changing 
landscapes and farmlands of central California.  Witness the giant Redwood trees in Kings Canyon 
and Sequoia National Parks, then be amazed at the rock formations and waterfalls in Yosemite 
National Park.  You’ll also visit majestic Lake Tahoe with 72 miles of pristine shoreline.  In Utah tour the 
world’s largest man-made excavation – the Kennecott Copper Mine; 2, 2/3 miles wide plus the Great Salt 
Lake!  Next tour the unique rocks shaped by wind, water, sun and frost at Arches’ National Park; and 
Canyonlands, with enchanting vistas carved by the Colorado and Green Rivers.  Next your Baptist group 
will visit Capitol Reef and Bryce Canyon National Parks and drive through the Dixie National Forest.  
On Monday,  you’ll arrive at the grandest of all National Parks, The Grand Canyon, for both a day and 
night.  Enjoy the sunset that evening and sunrise the following morning!  Your final national park is  Zion 
National Park featuring waterfalls, domes, rock needles, and even lush foliage.    Your Chaplain is Rev. Roy 
Myers whom is currently retired after serving 43 years in several Mississippi churches including 11 1/2 years 
at Rocky Creek Baptist Church in Lucedale and 5 years at Meadville Baptist Church.   This will be Rev Roy 
Myers 8th trip with YMT.  *Per person, double occupancy, includes taxes.  Airfare is extra. 

 For details, itinerary, reservations & letter from Rev. Myers 
with his phone number call 7 days a week:

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 3 6 - 7 3 0 0

    National Parks 
TourTravel with 

Rev. Myers

Thompson, a graduate of OBU and 
student at the Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary extension in 
Little Rock, received the Lillian May 
Scholarship, which is given by Ar-
kansas WMU to seminary students.

Life Line Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, recently kicked off the cel-
ebration of its 100th anniversary 
with a continental breakfast, Bible 
study and time of recognition of all 
former and current teachers. More 
events will follow throughout the 

year, including a special celebration 
event Sept. 9 with music and special 
recognition of former pastors and 
members. Visit www.lifelinebaptist.
org for more information.

The following graduates with Ar-
kansas ties received degrees from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary Dec. 17: Archie Mason, Forrest 
City, Doctor of Ministry; John Clin-
ton Ritchie, Sheridan, Doctor of 
Ministry; Marc Reeves, Paragould, 
Doctor of Ministry; Kathleen Eliza-
beth Frady, Texarkana, Master of 
Arts in Christian education; Daniel 
O. Brimer, Cabot, Bachelor of Arts 
in Christian ministry; Charisse Ce-
leste Huffstuttler, Hot Spring, min-
istry wife certificate.

Herman Sandford, former Ar-
kansas Baptist pastor and former 
chair of the department of Eng-
lish at Ouachita Baptist University 
(OBU), and Juanita D. Sandford, 
former sociology teacher at OBU 
and former coordinator of women’s 
studies at Henderson State Univer-
sity, celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary Dec. 22.

Noah Moody, 87, of Clinton, 
died Dec. 26. A native of Arlberg, 

Moody served as a 
pastor for multiple 
Arkansas Baptist 
churches. He also 
served in World War 
II. Survivors include 
two sons, one stepson, 
one stepdaughter, five 

grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children. Funeral services were held 
Dec. 30 in Clinton.

Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, will host the Spiritual 
Leadership Conference, presented 
by Blackaby Ministries Interna-
tional, March 5-6. The conference, 
led by Henry T. Blackaby, Richard 
Blackaby and others, will teach 
church members and staff how to 
answer God’s call to lead from the 
heart and build God-honoring or-
ganizations. To register, visit www.
walnutstreetbaptist.org and click on 
“Spiritual Leadership Conf,” or call 
870-972-0220.

Church life



C l a s s i f i e d s
PASTOR

OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

First Baptist Church, Horatio, is receiving resumes 
for the position of pastor. Please mail resumes to 
Pastor Search Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 296, Horatio, AR 71842.

Immanuel Baptist Church is looking to call a 
bi-vocational youth pastor. Must be biblically 
sound. Salary is $18,200/year. Send resume to 400 
South State, Newport, AR 72112.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church is seeking resumes 
for full-time pastor. Send resumes to 27025 Kanis 
Road, Little Rock, AR 72223 or to grimmettdoyle@
yahoo.com.

Clarendon FBC seeking full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
324, Clarendon, AR 72029, or email melindap@fbc-
clarendon.com.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Arkadelphia, Ark., is 
seeking a full-time pastor to fulfill that office in a 
godly manner, upholding God’s Word, as it is written, 
and can minister to the needs of the church. Contact 
Fred Goshen at frednbea@suddenlink.net.

First Baptist Church, Unionville, Mo., a dispen-
sational, fundamentally conservative church, KJV, is 
prayerfully seeking an experienced full-time se-
nior pastor. Send resume and detailed doctrinal 
statement to 104 N. 15th, Unionville, MO 63565, 
or email kristycullum@yahoo.com. Website: fbcu-
nionville.org.

First Baptist Church, Nashville, Ark., is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Please send resumes to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 339, Nashville, AR 71852, 
Attn. Search Committee.

 First Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark., is prayer-

to First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 25, Carlisle, AR 
72024.

 First Baptist Church, Forrest City, is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. If interested, send 
resume to 507 N. Rosser St., Forrest City, AR 72335.

First Baptist Trumann, Ark., is seeking a part-
time youth minister. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 575, Trumann, AR 72472.

A Christian Discipleship Center ministering to 
women with life-controlling addictions is seeking 
a mature couple as executive and program 
directors with Bible knowledge and a passion to 
help these women. No fundraising required. Send re-
sumes to BTH, P.O. Box 720672, Byram, MS 39272.

College Students – Do you have summer 
plans? Consider spending 8 weeks on mission in the 
Philippines, working with the student ministries of 
the University Baptist Church of Manila. This exciting 
opportunity will be a life-changing event for you and 
for the Filipino students that you will work with. For 
more information, contact Ralph Baker, Atkins FBC 
music minister, at 501-757-0978 or rmbaker58@
yahoo.com.

FOR RENT OR SALE – Beautiful Gulf-front 
two-bedroom condominium in Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla. Great time of the year for the beach. Low owner 
rates. Call Lucy: 770-831-3651; email Lucyclark9@
aol.com.

Do you need a church pianist? Try our piano CDs 
for churches to sing by. Hymns, Christmas, praise and 
more. Free demo! Special Pricing. Worship Service 
Resources. 877-977-800; www.wsrpianocds.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

To place a clas-
sified ad in the 

Arkansas Baptist 
News, contact Nelle 

at 800-838-2272, 
ext. 5155, or nelle@

arkansasbaptist.
org.

Harlan Park Baptist Church in Conway is seeking 
a part-time minister of music. Send resume to 
1895 Dave Ward Drive, Conway, AR 72034, or email to 
hpbc_secretary@sbcglobal.net or call 501-327-6015 
by Jan. 31.

Bi-vocational youth director needed. 
Contact River Road Baptist, P.O. Box 161, Redfield, AR 
72132, 501-397-2576, 870-536-4109 or river013@
centurytel.net.

First Baptist Church in Carlisle is seeking a part-
time or full-time music minister. Send resume 
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fully seeking a pastor following the retirement of 
its pastor after 15 years of service. Please email re-
sumes to searchfbc11@yahoo.com or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, 100 East Peach Street, Room 350, 
El Dorado, AR 71730.

First Baptist Church, Alton, Mo., is seeking full-
time or part-time pastor. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, Box 187, Alton, MO 65606.

Marshall Road Baptist Church, Jacksonville, 
Ark., is seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resume to Marshall Road Baptist Church, P.O. Box 726, 
Jacksonville, AR 72078 or to email: marshallroad@
comcast.net. Phone: 501-982-4564.

Family Church of Pine Bluff/White Hall is begin-
ning its search for a new pastor. Our pastor is retiring 
in the near future. Family Church is a congregation of 
over 2,000 people. All resumes and all forms of com-
munication should be sent to the attention of Pastor 
Bill Fitzhugh, Family Church, 2500 Hwy. 104, White 
Hall, AR 71602, or email to bfitzhugh@familychurch.
ws. Church phone: 870-247-3300.

ABCHomes seeks 
servant-minded 
people who are 

called to a ministry, 
not just a job.

  

n ABCHomes is seeking houseparent 
couples for the Emergency Receiving 
Home in Judsonia and for Promise 

House, a maternity home for unwed, 
preteen and teenage girls in Little 

Rock. These full-time positions include 
salary, medical insurance, life insurance 
and paid leave. For more information, 

contact Charles Flynn at 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5167 or cflynn@abchomes.org.

amazing the amount of support I 
received even before I left for Miss 
America. I went there with a very 
strong group of supporters from Ar-
kansas. It was an honor. I wouldn’t 
want to represent any other state,” 
said Eady.

9. Mission funding changes
Messengers to the Arkansas 

Baptist State Convention Annual 
Meeting Nov. 1-2 approved a 
number of proposed chang-
es in the way missions are 
funded in the state.

The ABSC Executive 
Board made the recom-
mendations to the con-
vention’s Budget Formula 
Study Committee on Aug. 9 
to continue to increase the percent-
age of funds (total receipts) forward-
ed to the SBC, to divide state bud-
get surpluses with the SBC and to 
conduct a statewide emphasis every 
five years encouraging churches to 
increase their Cooperative Program 
percentages.

The revised budget formula goes 
into effect for the 2013-17 budget 
years.

Emil Turner, executive director, 
said the work of the ABSC Bud-
get Formula Study Committee was 
particularly important as the SBC 
grapples with how to interpret and 
implement recommendations of 
the GCR report approved by SBC 
messengers in 2010. He noted the 
Budget Formula Study Commit-

tee existed in Arkansas prior to the 
adoption of the GCR report.

10. Turner marks 15 years
ABSC Executive Director Emil 

Turner celebrated 15 years as the 
state’s leader. 

In January 1996, Turner, a Louisi-
ana native, was elected following the 
retirement of Don Moore, longtime 
state executive director and popular 
Arkansas pastor.

In Turner’s tenure, the ABSC has 
grown from 1,378 congregations in 
1996 to 1,510 churches and missions 

today. That’s an increase of 
132 churches, or 9.6 percent. 
Baptisms in Arkansas Bap-
tist churches average about 
13,000 annually.

Additionally, giving 
through the Cooperative Pro-

gram (CP) has grown $5 mil-
lion, increasing the convention 

budget from $15.5 milion to $20.5 
million – a healthy 32 percent.

It’s Southern Baptists – cooperat-
ing together – that Turner embraced 
as a pastor of small, medium and 
large churches and what he has em-
phasized as the leader of Arkansas 
Baptists.

“(To be) serious about the Great 
Commission, … I knew we had to be 
cooperative to fulfill it. There’s just 
no other way to do it,” Turner said.

ABN reader feedback: What are 
your memorable and significant sto-
ries of 2011? These may be related 
to your personal ministry or your 
church, Arkansas, the nation or the 
world. Go to www.arkansasbaptist.
org/2011was and add your com-
ments today.

TOP 10
continued from page 7



I t’s 3 o’clock somewhere! In Israel, 
Jews are praying; in Iran, Muslims 

are using prayer rugs; in the U.S., no 
one can pray aloud 
in public schools. 
People might be of-
fended! Love does 
not offend. Love for 
other cultures can 
unlock doors that 
can lead to their 
people’s salvation. 
When we love God, 
He creates love in 
our hearts and the 
opportunity to tell the good news 
regardless of culture.

A good example of breaking 

down cultural barriers is found in 
Acts 10. Cornelius was a good man 
who believed in the true God of cre-

ation, as revealed 
in nature and the 
Scriptures. The 
keeping of God’s 
laws and statutes 
was important 
to him, but good 
works don’t save. 
When Cornelius’ 
men knocked on 
Peter’s door, God 
had already pre-

pared Peter’s heart to share with him 
true salvation while tearing down 
Peter’s mindset about other cultures 

not being accepted by God.
Several truths are significant in 

this passage. First, God speaks to us 
when we pray with a sincere heart. 
Prayers can be platitudes, or they 
can be purposeful and seek a desired 
effect. God hears the latter. Second, 
God changes us and changes others 
through our prayer. Third, God per-
sonally leads us to those who need a 
word from Him. When God brings 
someone to our door, look at their 
need, not their culture. 

Prejudices against race, dress and 
other nuances of our personal tastes 
have hindered the spread of the gos-
pel. Peter saw unclean animals on 
the sheet, but God gave him a vision 

for a needy world. 
The prophet Hanani said, “For 

the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to 
show himself strong in the behalf of 
them whose heart is perfect toward 
him” (2 Chron. 16:9). 

We must never doubt God’s love 
for every nation of the world and 
His desire that all be saved.

God has brought many cultures 
to our door. We teach tolerance and 
acceptance in our schools, but as 
Christians, our daily lives must also 
reflect grace and love, which God 
wants to give to every culture. Love 
opens the door, but prayer with 
God’s vision opens our hearts.

There are many people in Arkan-
sas who are passionate about 

football, specifically Razorback 
football. They live and breathe foot-
ball and will pay dearly in time and 
money to go to the Razorback ball 
games. They talk about the players 
in such a way you would think they 
knew each one personally. They eas-
ily recall plays and recount scores.

Super Bowl 2012 is next Sunday. 
Fans will be wild with excitement as 
they anticipate the game. Millions 
of dollars will be spent to promote 
a ball game. Wouldn’t it be great if 
Christians showed that same kind 
of passion about their Savior? This 
week’s lesson focuses on being pas-

sionate – not passionate about foot-
ball, but about how God is working  
in our lives. Moses was the Israel-
ites’ coach. It was his God-given job 
to get this new generation ready to 
take possession of the land God 
had promised He would give them. 
Moses was laying out the game plan 
and reminding them of the rules. 

In Deuteronomy 4-11, Moses 
warns the Israelites that their safe-
ty and success would be found in 
faithful obedience and worship of 
their God. There were to be no su-
perstars, but God was to receive all 
the glory for their victories and their 
blessings. Obeying the Ten Com-
mandments with wholehearted 

devotion would show their love for 
God. Their passion would cause a 
watching world to wonder about the 
God they served.

The rules haven’t 
changed. The goal 
is still the same. I 
am called to this 
same obedience. I 
remember the point 
in time in which I 
realized that I want-
ed to obey God, not 
because I wanted 
something from Him, but because 
I loved Him. It was life-altering. It’s 
amazing how many of my greatest 
struggles disappeared at that point. I 

became more passionate about shar-
ing about God’s faithfulness to me. 

John 14:21 (NIV) sums it up by 
saying, “Who-
ever has my 
commands and 
obeys them, he 
is the one who 
loves me. He 
who loves me 
will be loved by 
my Father, and 
I too will love 
him and show 

myself to him.”  
I was already on the winning 

team, but I think God scored a won-
derful victory that night.

M y pastor says, “There’s one 
thing for certain, and that is 

change.” 
Changes come fast and furious-

ly in this generation. Change can 
be good, but some changes slowly 
erode important foundations. 

John Wesley once said, “What 
one generation tolerates, the next 
generation will embrace.” 

In this week’s lesson, Moses is try-
ing to prepare the Israelites for their 
future in the Promised Land. There 
would be great changes for them in 
the near future, and in Deuteron-
omy 4:1-43, God uses Moses to in-
struct them on how to be faithful to 

Him in the midst of the changes. 
I have served on staff in two 

churches during the past 20 years, 
and I have seen Wesley’s quote 
being played out. It has become 
commonplace for families to miss 
more Sundays than they attend due 
to sports, family outings or just be-
cause church is not a priority. I am 
very concerned and at times feel 
overwhelmed as to how to turn the 
tide. Church attendance is not what 
“saves you,” but it is a gauge of what 
is going on in your spiritual arena. 

How do we call our church mem-
bers back to faithfulness in their 
relationships with God? Colossians 

3:1 says to “set your hearts on things 
above,” and Colossians 3:2 says to 
“set your minds on things above.” 

To “set” means 
“to place (oneself) 
in position to start 
running a race” 
or “to direct with 
fixed attention.” 

We must chal-
lenge them to turn 
their focus to God 
and their relation-
ship with Him.

I once told a 
church member, who has gradually 
stopped attending church and has 

shifted her focus to worldly things, 
that it is easier to act your way into 
a feeling than to feel your way into 

an action. Just as 
the Israelites were 
to read, study and 
meditate on God’s 
commands as long 
as they lived, we 
must call people to 
these same things 
– even when the 
want-to is not 
there! This will 
lead to feelings of 

devotion to God, which will cause 
us to be exclusive in our loyalties.

Be exclusive

Be passionate

Loving in a divided culture

M y daughter worked at a local 
department store during the 

Christmas holidays. It was not un-
common to hear a 
shopper remark, “I 
am supposed to be 
shopping for oth-
ers, but this is for 
me.” 

The mantra 
is heard, “More, 
more for me and 
mine!” 

One look at the 
size of our closets, 
garages, storage 
units, recreational toys and tech-
nological devices says to our poor 
Christian brother in need, “I care 

more about me than you!”
You have to ask yourself the ques-

tion, “Why is it so hard to give to 
others?” 

One wealthy 
couple replied, 
“We have worked 
hard all of our 
lives, and we do 
not want anyone 
telling us how 
to spend our 
money.” 

There are a 
thousand other 
excuses we give 

for holding on to our money.
God, through Moses, clears up 

any misunderstanding we might 

have about giving. First, we will be 
blessed if we give to the poor and 
needy in our land (Deut. 15:7). 
Second, we are to give sufficiently 
enough to meet the need (Deut. 
15:8). Third, we must not make ex-
cuses for why we do not give (Deut. 
15:9). Fourth, God hears the prayers 
of the needy and knows when we 
do not give. Finally, if we close up 
our hearts and hands, we will not 
receive the inheritance the Lord has 
promised to all His children who 
obey Him (Deut. 15:10-11).

Furthermore, in Deuteronomy, 
we are told not to charge interest 
or “ask for a pledge” to our loans. 
Banks are for the rich, not the poor. 
A poor man has nothing to give 

when you loan him money. Taking 
a pledge or collateral from a poor 
man shows that you have no com-
passion for his need. 

Hired hands should be paid daily 
for their labor. We are to live as 
“children of light,” using the day as 
our example of how long we should 
hold another in debt to us (1 John 
1:7). Our responsibility lies within 
the understanding that debt makes 
someone a slave. God is a Redeemer, 
and as Christians, we redeem others 
by freeing them from debt, just as 
Christ has redeemed us through His 
death on the cross. What better way 
to demonstrate salvation to our fel-
low man and to walk in fellowship 
with Him?

Giving in a greedy culture

www.arkansasbaptist.org 11Commentary

ExplorE thE BiBlE

January 22, 2012
Frances Raley

minister of adult education
First Baptist, Benton

Scripture passages:
Deuteronomy 4:5-10, 15-19, 39-40

Joy Ross
member

First Baptist, Van Buren

Scripture passages:
Acts 10:9-15, 22-23, 28-29a, 34-36

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

January 22, 2012
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January 29, 2012
Frances Raley

minister of adult education
First Baptist, Benton

Scripture passages:
Deuteronomy 6:4-14; 7:6-9

Joy Ross
member

First Baptist, Van Buren
Scripture passages:

Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24:10-15, 
17-18

BiBlE StudiES For liFE

January 29, 2012
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The Arkansas Baptist News offers subscription plans at 
three rates for the printed edition and three rates for the 
ABN Now, the digital edition:

■ The Every Resident Family Plan offers churches a 
premium rate when they send the ABN to all their resi-
dent households. Resident families are calculated to be at 
least one-fourth of the church’s Sunday school enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who request a sub-
scription do not qualify for this lower rate of $7.75 per year 
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■  The Group Plan allows church members to receive a 
discount when 10 or more individuals send their subscrip-
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$8.75 per year (print) and $5 (digital). 
■  Individual subscriptions may be purchased at the rate 

of $11 per year (print) and $6 (digital).
Changes of address by individuals may be made with the 

address label above.
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on the mailing label.

Individual subscriptions for both editions may be pur-
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Arkansas Baptist pastor 
pens book on regenerate 
church membership.

Richardson book
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Life House Church 
reaches Arkansas, 
Texas.

Life House

Go Digital
Scan QR code 

with your 
smartphone 
app to view 

ABN website.

Get the ABN 
delivered to 

your desktop or 
digital device 

get more l pay less

your desktop or your desktop or 

Go to www.arkansasbaptist.org, click on "ABN Now 
Subscription" or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5153

Find us on and as ArkBaptNews
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