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Members of Bethel Baptist Church, Jacksonville, participate in “Apologetic Cafe,” a weekly 30-minute radio program with the 
goal of creating an open dialogue regarding questions about God and the Bible. Photo by Caleb Yarbrough

Platt asks state media to encourage unity

Orphan finds God, 
serves in Arkansas
Jessica Vanderpool

Arkansas Baptist News

LITTLE ROCK – She was 
born with no name. She 
doesn’t know her own birth-
day. She was emotionally and 
physically abused, even raped. 
She lived, for a time, as a street 
child in Kampala, 
Uganda, her heart 
filling with hatred. 

Anitha Kobus-
ingye says her story 
is not unique among 
children in Africa. In 
fact, it wasn’t until 
coming to America 
for college that she 
discovered her story 
was different.

But Kobusingye, 
who now attends Grand Av-
enue Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, refuses to be consid-
ered just another African sob 
story. Her story, she insists, is 
about God’s love, power and 
provision. It is about how He 
intervened in her life to use 
her for His glory.

Kobusingye shared her 
testimony at Arkansas Bap-
tist College in Little Rock in 
honor of February being Black 

PONCE, Puerto Rico – In-
ternational Mission Board 
(IMB) President David Platt 
asked members of the Bap-
tist media Feb. 16 to encour-
age unity among Southern 
Baptists as the entity pursues 
a “reset” and announces a 
number of longtime IMB per-
sonnel are leaving the board 
through a series of voluntary  

resignation programs.
Platt made the remarks dur-

ing an address to Baptist state 
publication leaders 
gathered in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico. The 
publication lead-
ers meet annually 
with state conven-
tion leaders. Platt  
covered a variety of 
topics, including a 
“drawdown” of the 
Southern Baptist 
missionary force an-
nounced last year in lieu of 
deficit spending by the entity, 
as well as the recent firing of 
40 communications personnel 
based in Richmond, Va.

During the more than 

hour-long talk and Q-and-A 
time, Platt became emotional 
at times when pointing to 

the responsibility of 
Southern Baptists 
to reach the lost – 
emphasizing what 
he deemed some of 
the most exciting 
work God is doing 
through IMB mis-
sionaries across the 
globe. 

Platt pointed to 
an upcoming an-

nouncement to be made at the 
Feb. 23-24 IMB trustee meet-
ing in Richmond, Va., which 
will include the number of 
missionary personnel leaving 
the entity after many years of 

service.
“I know that the reality of 

so many IMB missionaries 
making transitions will set in 
in a fresh way across the SBC 
(Southern Baptist Conven-
tion). And I know there’s an 
adversary who would love to 
use that to breed discourage-
ment and division and dis-
unity. And I just want to ask 
you brothers and sisters for 
your help in encouraging the 
churches,” he said.

In response to a $210 
million difference between 
gifts from churches and ex-
penditures since 2010, the 
IMB launched a two-phase  

See PLATT page 8

Platt

Caleb Yarbrough

Arkansas Baptist News

SHERWOOD – Arkansas 
Baptists love hearing God’s 
Word preached on Sunday 
mornings. But what if it feels 
like the sermon raises more 
questions than answers?

Joe Manning, pastor of 
Bethel Baptist Church, Jack-
sonville, a self-proclaimed 
apologetics junkie who holds 
a doctorate in the field from 
Trinity Theological Seminary 
in Newburgh, Ind., first recog-
nized the need for a time of 
open conversational dialogue  
about God and the Bible when 
he was pastoring a church in 
Hawaii.

“One of the things that (I) 
heard from a lot of people, es-

pecially from students when I 
was teaching Bible classes, was 
that, ‘We never have a chance 
to ask pastors questions. We 
leave the services sometimes 
more confused than when we 
came,’” said Manning. 

Manning said that the com-
ments led him to begin meet-
ing with folks at Starbucks. 
They called the group “Theol-
ogy Cafe.”

History Month. The College 
was started in 1883 in Little 
Rock with the goal of training 
African-American ministers 
and received direct support 
from the convention. Arkan-
sas Baptist College is not affili-
ated with the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

K o b u s i n g y e ’ s 
speaking engage-
ment at the college 
also served as a book 
release for her au-
tobiography “Born 
Anonymous,” writ-
ten with Grand Av-
enue member Larry 
Bone, whom she 
met when she was a 
student at Arkansas 
Baptist College. 

When he introduced Ko-
busingye to the group gathered 
in the college’s gymnasium, 
Arkansas Baptist College Presi-
dent Fitz Hill explained that 
even the story of how she came 
to Little Rock is nothing short 
of a miracle. He said he met 
her while he was on a mission 
trip in 2009.

Kobusingye shared with the 

‘Apologetic Cafe’ opens Bible 
dialogue over radio airwaves

See ORPHAN page 15See APOLOGETIC page 14

Kobusingye
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US unfazed by Planned 
Parenthood videos

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– “What videos?” seems 
to be the reaction of most 
Americans to the series of 
undercover videos target-
ing Planned Parenthood 
over the past six months, 
according to a new Life-
Way Research survey. 
The videos made nation-
al headlines, provoked 
outrage in Congress and 
prompted investigations 
in about a dozen states. In 
showing undercover activ-
ists from the Center for 
Medical Progress (CMP)  
discussing with Planned 
Parenthood officials pos-
sible payments for donat-
ed fetal remains, the CMP 
contends the videos show 
Planned Parenthood ille-
gally selling fetal remains. 
Planned Parenthood de-
nies the claim. The Life-
Way Research phone sur-
vey of 1,000 Americans 
found that 7 out of 10 are 
either unaware of the vid-
eos (43 percent) or have 
not spoken out after see-
ing them (27 percent).

Luter, on race relations, 
sees church as unifier
NEW ORLEANS (BP) – 
Race relations issues have 
not improved since the 
election of the first Afri-
can-American U.S. presi-
dent, but the church can 
lead in modeling reconcil-
iation, said Fred Luter Jr., 
senior pastor of Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church 
in New Orleans, and im-
mediate past president 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC). “We 
can be one,” Luter said. 
“Regardless of your race, 
regardless of what side of 
the track you were born 
on, regardless of all the 
things the media and so-
ciety have tried to do to 
divide us, we can be one.” 
Luter was the first, and 
only, African-American to 
hold the position of presi-
dent of the SBC.

For more ABN Digest, go to 
arkansasbaptist.org/abn-digest

New cowboy church coming to Pope County
ATKINS – Cowboy churches 
are exploding in popularity 
throughout the country, and 
Arkansas is no exception.

Kirby Vardeman, who most 
recently served as pastor of 
LifeStone Church in Rus-
sellville, will be the pastor of 
Mercy Tree Cowboy Fellow-
ship, a church plant of First 
Baptist Church, Russellville, 
and one of the newest cowboy 
church additions to the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention.

Vardeman said that Jared 
Ham, missions and activities 
pastor at First Baptist, has 
been heading up a cowboy and 
rodeo ministry in Pope Coun-
ty for the past six years.

“Over the course of that 
time, he (Ham) decided it 
was time to transition it into 
a church. … They have been 
running probably around 250 
at most of their events,” said 
Vardeman. “In the process of 
that, Atkins was identified as 
the place in which we wanted 
to start the church.”

Vardeman said God was 
pushing him to transition 
from LifeStone at the same 
time as First Baptist was mak-
ing the decision to begin 
moving forward with plans  

to plant Mercy Street.
“We stepped down, and the 

next day after I stepped down, 
Jared was immediately calling 
me asking me to take on the 
pastorate of this new plant,” 
said Vardeman. “Once I start-
ed praying about it, God con-
tinued to answer everything I 
asked in a very clear way. So 

after about six weeks of prayer, 
we decided that this was where 
He wanted us.”

Mercy Street is set to stage a 
“kickoff event” on Easter Sun-
day and will be meeting at the 
Atkins Riding Club in Atkins.

The launch will include a 
worship service at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by a lunch, a colt start-
ing demonstration and gospel 

presentation by Paul Daily, of 
Wild Horse Ministries, and an 
Easter egg hunt.

“That will be our kickoff 
event, and then after that, 
beginning the first Sunday of 
April through the end of July, 
we will be meeting at 5 o’clock 
in the evenings for just a Bible 
study there at the arena,” said 

Vardeman. “We will have 
some events that will coincide 
with those, but some of those 
will just be the Bible study.”

Vardeman said that the goal 
is to have a soft launch for a 
traditional Sunday morning 
worship service by August and 
another large launch to pro-
mote the church around Labor 
Day.

“Because of the anticipated 
influx of lots of people from 
very different backgrounds 
theologically, we are going to 
spend the summer walking 
through the Baptist Faith and 
Message in a discussion-type 
format,” said Vardeman.

In addition to helping at-
tendees learn about Baptist 
doctrine, Vardeman said that 
this time of study will be used 
as a time in which to identify 
and begin training leaders for 
the church. 

Vardeman said a planning 
team of around 25 people 
from First Baptist will fill vari-
ous leadership and ministry 
roles at Mercy Tree until the 
time in which they have repli-
cated a leadership base that is 
self-sustainable.

“We had a huge response 
to our initial Facebook an-
nouncement and things like 
that,” Vardeman. “The inter-
est has been huge here locally. 
People have been wanting a 
cowboy church in Pope Coun-
ty for close to a decade. … It 
really fits in well with a lot of 
people here.”

For more information on 
Mercy Tree Cowboy Church, 
visit mercytree.net.

Moore leads seniors to be ‘prayer warriors’
LITTLE ROCK – Senior 
adults make up the single 
largest demographic in Ar-
kansas Baptist churches. Over 
the past couple of years Don 
Moore, former executive di-
rector of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC), has 
worked tirelessly to mobilize 
seniors as prayer warriors.

“Reflecting back on the 
prayer movement here in Ar-
kansas, I really think it goes 
back to the period of time 
when Henry Blackaby would 
come to Arkansas and so 
many churches and individu-
als began doing the study ‘Ex-
periencing God,’” said Moore. 
“And following that, we did 
‘Fresh Encounter.’ Those were 
some of the early beginnings of 
a special concern for prayer.”

Moore said that a couple of 
years ago God convicted him 
to mobilize senior adults to 
pray for revival and spiritual 
awakening in Arkansas.

“The greatest number 
of people in our churches, 
percentage-wise, would be se-

nior adults. There are more 
of them, and they have more 
time and they have more un-
derstanding,” said Moore. 
“We felt like God was calling 
us to begin to do a ministry 
challenging senior adults.”

Around the same 
time that Moore was 
beginning to feel a call 
to mobilize seniors, 
ABSC Executive Di-
rector J.D. “Sonny” 
Tucker began asking 
the convention staff 
to begin brainstorm-
ing new strategies to 
help Arkansas Baptist 
churches experience 
revitalization.

“He (Tucker) 
began to plug us into 
the revitalization proj-
ect,” said Moore. “That came 
chiefly through the task force 
for prayer and revival. … We 
have met many times. We’ve 
given some input in the prepa-
ration for churches to experi-
ence revitalization.”

Moore’s role in regard to 

the ABSC’s revitalization ef-
forts has been to travel across 
the state, visiting churches 
and associations and recruit-
ing senior adults to join him 
in prayer.

He recently had to quit trav-
eling to care for his 
wife, Nita, who has 
been undergoing 
treatment for cancer.

“Before I came off 
the road, … we had 
over 1,600 senior 
adults all across the 
state that signed up 
to pray every day for 
revival and spiritual 
awakening,” said 
Moore. “We try to 
communicate with 
them at least once a 
month and encour-

age them. We believe that 
God is prompting them and 
He hears their prayers.”

“I really believe … that 
throughout our whole South-
ern Baptist Convention, … 
(senior adults are) the great-
est potential prayer force  

we have,” said Moore.
Moore said statewide prayer 

gatherings that have been held 
in 17 states, including Arkan-
sas, highlight the renewed 
focus on prayer throughout 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

“There is a sense in which 
your mind can tell you that 
you ought to pray, but then 
there is another sense in which 
God needs to speak to you and 
constrain you and call you to 
pray,” said Moore. “I would 
have to say that that has been 
the appeal that I have made to 
senior adults.

“If you feel called of God 
to become a faithful prayer 
warrior, a faithful intercessor, 
then commit yourself to doing 
that,” he said. 

“It’s more than a person 
just saying, ‘I ought to pray.’ 
It’s a person saying, ‘I have to 
pray,’” said Moore.

For more information on 
the ABSC’s prayer and church 
revitalization initiatives, visit 
absc.org.

Listen to a podcast 
featuring Don Moore 
talking about mobi-
lizing seniors to be-
come prayer warriors 
at arkansasbaptist.
org/abn-podcast
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LifeWay to close stores 
at three seminaries
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(BP) – LifeWay Chris-
tian Stores are closing at 
three Southern Baptist 
seminary campuses, the 
retail chain confirmed to 
Baptist Press Feb. 10. The 
LifeWay Christian Stores 
chain also confirmed the 
closure of its longtime 
downtown Nashville lo-
cation due to the sale of 
SBC entity’s 14.5-acre 
campus last November 
and the relocation of its 
offices to a new facility 
late next year also in the 
downtown area. A change 
in buying patterns among 
seminary students was 
cited as the reason for 
the closures at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas; Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C.; and 
Midwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Kan-
sas City, Mo.

Scalia death clouds life, 
religious liberty cases

BOSTON (BP)  –  The 
death of Associate Justice 
Antonin Scalia not only 
brings about a battle over 
replacing him and elevates 
the Supreme Court as an 
issue in the presidential 
election, but it likely will 
affect important cases 
about life and religious 
liberty in this term. Rus-
sell Moore, president of 
the Southern Baptist Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, acknowl-
edged the gravity of Sca-
lia’s loss and its timing. 
“His death comes at a 
time when so much hangs 
in the legal balance, espe-
cially on questions of re-
ligious freedom,” Moore 
told Baptist Press in writ-
ten comments. “Antonin 
Scalia was more than a 
brilliant jurist. He was a 
man of conviction who 
stood, often alone, for 
the permanent things.”

200-plus saved on Honduras mission trip
Jessica Vanderpool

Arkansas Baptist News

MCGEHEE – For almost two 
decades, members of First Bap-
tist Church, McGehee, have 
been serving in Honduras 
through the Honduras Bap-
tist Dental Mission, which is 
based out of Laurel, Miss. This 
year was no exception. Twenty-
seven people from First Baptist 
recently joined with 21 others 
from Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Texas and Mississippi for a 
week of missions in Honduras.

“There’s such a need there 
not only spiritually, but physi-
cally,” noted Lesli Whita-
ker, member of First Baptist 
Church. 

Her husband, Jim Whita-
ker, was team leader for the 
group of 48, which ranged in 
age from 14 to 84.

Upon arriving in the coun-
try, the volunteers divided 
into two teams – one of which 
stayed at the mission house 
while the other traveled to a 
village. Each team held a series 
of medical, dental and optom-
etry clinics. 

Patients were required to 
register and attend a service 
focused on the gospel before 
being treated for their physical 
needs. While at each medical 
station, they were witnessed to 
in a one-on-one format. They 
concluded their visits by stop-
ping at the pharmacy station, 
where they received their pre-
scriptions and a gospel tract.

Lesli Whitaker said the 
teams saw a combined 1,436 
medical patients, 352 dental 
patients and 587 optometry  
patients. In seeing those pa-
tients, they filled 7,859 medi-
cal prescriptions, completed 

169 dental fillings, extracted 
397 teeth and gave out 880 
New Testaments and 96 full 
Bibles. 

But above all, 207 first-
time confessions of faith were 
made. In addition, 427 chil-
dren attended Bible school.

“One of the best things for 
me as team captain is sharing 
the experience with first-time 
teammates,” said Jim Whita-
ker. “There’s nothing like see-
ing someone share the gospel 
for the first time.”

Lesli Whitaker said they wit-
nessed real need in the coun-
try. She described a girl whose 
mother had died and whose 
father would not acknowledge 
her. She said it appeared that 
the family the girl was staying 

with did not adequately pro-
vide for her. Team members 
were able to step in and donate 
clothing from their own suit-
cases, and team leaders alerted 
authorities to the situation. 

Another woman had four 
children to care for and noth-
ing but coffee beans to eat. 
The team was able to provide 
her with groceries.

“We just don’t realize how 
blessed we are to live in a place 
like the U.S.,” Lesli Whitaker 
said. 

“Thanks again to God for 
allowing a few of His servants 
to show the love He has for 
His people. The mission is 
much-needed and everyone 
did a beautiful job,” said Mary 
Hollins-Scott, a registered 

nurse who went on the trip.
Dubs Byers, pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Dumas, who 
went on the trip, shared how 
he hopes team members them-
selves were impacted.

“I told the members from 
both teams that in the final 
analysis, it’s not as important 
what we did in Honduras as 
what Honduras did in us,” 
Byers said. “My meaning was 
that we needed to take the love 
that we showed to the Hondu-
ran people and show that love 
to those in our local commu-
nity. There are children who 
need loving on. There are 
people in our community who 
need to hear the gospel.”

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Twenty-seven individuals from First Baptist Church, McGehee, joined with a number of others to hold medical, dental and 
optometry clinics in Honduras. The group was divided into two teams - one of which worked out of a village (above)  and 
the other of which worked out of the mission house. In total, the teams saw 207 first-time professions of faith during the trip.

ABN announces Mother/Father of Year contests
MAYBE SHE’S the woman 
who raised you. Maybe he’s 
the man who taught you to be 
a spiritual leader. Maybe she’s 
a grandmother to all the chil-
dren at church.  

Whatever form they take, 
parental figures deserve re-
spect and honor. That is why 
the Arkansas Baptist News 
(ABN) holds its two annual 
contests – A Tribute to Godly 
Mothers and A Tribute to 
Godly Fathers.

And this year’s contests are 
now open for submissions. 

So grab a pen and paper – or 
pull out your computer – and 
tell us why that person in 
your life deserves the title of  
Mother of the Year or Father 
of the Year! 

Writers are asked to submit 
a brief tribute (300 words or 
less) about their own mother 
or father or another worthy 
parental figure they know. 
The honoree’s full name 
and church home, as well 
as the phone number and  
email address of the sub-
mitter, must be included  

with the tribute. 
The person nominated 

must be a current member of 
an Arkansas Southern Baptist 
church.

One Mother of the Year 
and one Father of the Year will 
be selected based on entries. 
The issues prior to Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day will an-
nounce the winners of the 
respective contests. Each win-
ning tribute will be chosen 
based on the parental quali-
ties of the honoree, godliness 
of the honoree and inspiration 

and readability of the essay.
The ABN will recognize the 

winners in their local churches 
and present each of them with 
a gift.

Mother of the Year tributes 
must be received in the ABN 
office no later than April 20. 
Father of the Year tributes 
must be received in the ABN 
office no later than June 1.

Send tributes to Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204 
or email them to jeanie@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

to cast their vote for and to 
support with confidence that 
they are representing their 
values?

Answering the Pharisees 
and Herodians regarding 
whom we should serve, Jesus 
famously said in Mark 12:17 

(NASB), 
“Render to 
Caesar the 
things that are 
Caesar’s, and 
to God the 

things that are God’s.”
Christians are also told to 

pray for those in authority 
over them  – which certainly 
includes politicians and law-
makers – in 1 Tim. 2:1-2: 
“First of all, then, I urge that 
entreaties and prayers, peti-
tions and thanksgivings, be 
made on behalf of all men, 
for kings and all who are in 
authority, so that we may lead 
a tranquil and quiet life in all 

T 
he election year is upon 
us, and perhaps never 

before in the history of our 
nation has it been more dif-
ficult to determine which can-
didates reflect the founding 
Judeo-Christian principles of 
our country.

I don’t 
know about 
you, but when 
I hear a politi-
cal candidate 
quote Scrip-
ture during a campaign – 
being the skeptic that I am – I 
often wonder if they are just 
pandering for my vote or if 
they are true followers of Jesus 
Christ.

Already in this election 
cycle we have seen candidates 
quote Scripture out of context 
and even incorrectly identify 
Scripture references.

So how then can a believer 
ascertain which candidates 

Here’s who to vote for in 2016 (and it’s not who you think)
godliness and dignity.”

But we all know it’s not 
simple in today’s complex so-
ciety when it comes to deter-
mining who to support.

Here are a few tips to con-
sider before you go to the bal-
lot box:

(1) Be informed. It seems 
the “dumbing down of 
Americans” continues as soci-
ety grows more complex and 
diverse. There are many excel-
lent Christian voter guides 
– for local, state and national 
candidates – available as close 
as a Google search. Research 
your candidates and get the 
facts about where they stand 
on the issues – particularly 
those that concern you.

(2) Watch for signs. If a can-
didate you like misquotes or 
misrepresents the Bible con-
sistently, there’s a pretty good 
chance he or she is pandering 
for your vote, rather than truly 

representing your values. If a 
candidate says he or she is a 
Christian but disrespects his 
or her parents, lies or misrep-
resents the truth for his or 
her own advantage, etc., that 
person might not be the best 
choice. Conversely, if a candi-

date articulates his or her faith 
on the campaign trail consis-
tently and accurately, in front 
of a variety of audiences in a 
variety of settings, the proof is 
“in the pudding” so to speak.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

How Arkansas churches are reaching international students
T here are 4,964 inter-

national students in 
Arkansas. The majority of 
these come from the 10/40 
window – part of the vast un-
reached region 
of the world. 
Many of these 
have no idea 
of what Jesus 
Christ has 
done for them. What can we 
do to help them really see and 
experience the love of Christ? 

First, the greatest thing we 
can do is bombard heaven 
with prayers that God would 
open their hearts to receive 
the gospel. Secondly, we can 
seek opportunities to build 
relationships with those inter-
nationals He has brought to 
our doorsteps. 

God is moving in the hearts 
of Arkansas Baptists to reach 

out to these dear friends. 
Below are five great practices 
how churches in our state are 
reaching out to Internation-
als. 

(1) Partner 

with other 

churches. 

Churches in 
Conway and 
Little Rock 

come together 16-18 weeks 
per year and provide a meal 
and Conversation Club. 
This is a great opportunity 
to meet students and begin 
to develop friendships with 
them. Student responses 
have been incredible as they 
take confidence in the love 
of their American friends. 
Many of them spend time in 
their new American friends’ 
homes. They also experience 
Christ’s unconditional love 

from the believers. This gives 
them a wonderful view of 
Christ. There have been many 
internationals who have come 
to faith in Christ as a result 
of meeting American friends 
through Conversation Club 
meetings. 

(2) Invite internationals 

to special church events. 
First Baptist Church, Fay-
etteville,  has many collegiate 
members involved with 
their local Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) who help 
connect with the interna-
tional students on campus. 
Through these relationships, 
the church has gladly invited 
international students to the 
table with them for special 
events, such as Thanksgiving 
and Easter, baptisms, road 
trips and other activities. 
Bible studies are especially 

designed for internationals 
through Sunday school. 

(3) Be open to what God 

wants to do through you. 

Ross Burton, education min-
ister at First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, and his wife partic-
ipated in a progressive supper 
for internationals sponsored 
by the Arkansas State Univer-
sity BCM. That evening they 
decided to be host parents to 
a couple of students. Before 
the evening was up, their 
hearts were opened up to 
more than half a dozen that 
soon led to a dozen becoming 
regular guests in their home. 
This has opened up many 
opportunities to provide 
help with the internationals 
in their everyday life needs. 
Some of these needs are learn-
ing to drive and practicing 
English in a comfortable envi-

ronment. Some of these stu-
dents have already given their 
heart to Christ and Burton  
has been able to baptize them.

(4) Connect with your uni-

versity international depart-

ment. Grand Avenue Baptist 
Church in Fort Smith has 
developed a great relationship 
with the international depart-
ment on the local campus and 
does much to help out inter-
nationals. They have the op-
portunity to provide Walmart 
rides, airport pickups, dorm 
room/apartment setups and 
more.  

(5) Provide a regular ac-

tivity that meets their need. 

First Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, has been reaching out 
to internationals on Friday 
nights for the past few years.  
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Bit Stephens
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Vines and fences
A 

couple of years ago, several men from the church 
we served at the time came and spent a few days 

building a beautiful fence around the backyard of the par-
sonage. The fence was solid, sturdy and fashioned to with-
stand our strong prairie winds. 

Shortly after the fence was completed, 
we transplanted our grapevines to allow 
them the benefits of growth along the 
fence line. Sure enough, the vines flour-
ished in their new home. But we knew 
we had to be careful to ensure they didn’t 
flourish in the wrong way, wreaking havoc on that brand-
new fence. We wanted not only to preserve the longevity 
of the fence, but also to honor the 
effort of the wonderful men who had 
worked so hard to build it. 

Today, my window faces a very 
different fence. Although weathered 
and much older than the one at the 
parsonage, this fence was also well-
built and still has a good bit of life 
left in it – except in the corner visible 
from my desk.  

When we moved into this house 
last summer, the honeysuckle smell 
wafting from that corner was delight-
ful. But we immediately recognized 
a major problem. Rather than being 
controlled as they climbed their sup-
port, the vines had been allowed to 
take over, damaging the fence. In 

order to prevent further damage and make what repairs we 
could, we were forced to completely destroy the vines.

I cannot help but see the spiritual comparison in my 
own life when I consider these fences and vines. 

While my solid, unconquerable Foundation will always 
be Christ alone, God has also blessed me with 
relationships and talents that provide bound-
aries from which I may work, grow and thrive. 
These boundaries are the fences of my life. 

I come along and plant activities and min-
istries along my fences. But how do I manage 

those opportunities? Do I pay attention, keeping them 
pruned and controlled so they truly flourish upon the 

boundaries? Or do I let them take on a 
life of their own, overgrowing and even 
unwittingly destroying the very supports 
that allow them to thrive? 

More than likely, we will plant new 
grapevines along the fence around our 
home. But we might just keep this cor-
ner clear and free – a reminder to not 
only keep the grapevines under control, 
but also to keep our lives under control. 
In our lives and in our yard, may we 
actively work to both utilize and protect 
the boundaries God has provided so 
that we may thoroughly enjoy the fruit 
for years to come. 

Ann Hibbard is a member of East End 
Baptist Church in Hensley. Read her blog at 
annhibbard.com.

T 
he story of Rahab in Joshua 
2 has intrigued readers for 

centuries. When Jericho’s king 
learned of two Israelite spies in 
his city, Rahab hid them on the 
roof of her inn. 

During interrogation, Rahab 
stated that she knew neither the 
spies’ origin nor their where-
abouts. After the guards left the 
city, she shared with the spies of 
her faith in the Lord.

 While there is no doubt that 
Rahab deceived the king, readers 
wonder how her act is justified. 
Some brush aside Rahab’s lie, 
while others argue that Rahab’s 
identity (a harlot) and lineage (a 
Canaanite) prevented her from 
knowing God’s standard. 

Although Rahab lied, readers 
should remember two things. 

First, the Bible always describes 
her deception as an act of faith. 
Not only did she save the spies 
from death, but also she saved 
her life and the lives of her family. 
She later lived among the Israel-
ites (Josh. 6:25), and she became 
part of Jesus’ lineage (cf. Matt 
1:5). 

The New Testament praises her 
as an example of someone with 
an active faith (Heb. 11:31; James 
2:25).    

Second, Rahab’s lie is part of 
a risky scenario where innocent 
lives are in jeopardy. This ethical 
dilemma occurs at least two other 
times in the Old Testament. Mid-
wives Shiphrah and Puah lied to 
Pharaoh in order to spare male 
infants from death (Ex. 1:15-21). 
Michal lied to her father, Saul, be-
cause Saul had planned to kill her 
husband, David (1 Sam. 19:11-17). 
In these situations, the act of lying 
to a tyrant king was pitted against 
saving a life. Each of them chose 
wisely, and they are still remem-
bered for their righteous acts. 

Should Christians lie? The 
Bible does not justify lying; how-
ever, it does advocate something 
much more important: saving the 
life of an innocent person.  

Ken Gore is chairman of the de-
partment of Christian studies at Wil-
liams Baptist College. Baptists Ask is 
reader-driven. If you have a question 
to ask, submit it to tim@arkansas-
baptist.org or mail it to Baptists Ask, 
10 Remington Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204.

Uncovered Dish
Ann Hibbard

Baptists Ask
Ken Gore

Because Rahab lied, are 
Christians allowed to lie?

Easter: A chance to say ‘one thing’
I 

magine that your church had the means to implant just 
one thought, one phrase, one idea into the mind or 

heart of someone in your community who has no previous 
exposure to your church. What would it be? What do you 
want them to know? What do you want them to believe? 
What do you want them to feel? What is that “one thing”?

This Easter, your church not only has the opportunity 
to do just that, your church will absolutely do just that – 
whether your church intends to or not. This Easter, it is 
very likely that someone will, for the very first time, be ex-
posed to your church. Within the first 2 minutes of being 
there, they will have developed an impression, and within 
the next 5 minutes, they will have solidi-
fied an opinion. The clock starts ticking 
as they pull into the parking lot.

What will they first see as they ap-
proach the building? How easily will they 
find a parking space? Will they easily find 
the most appropriate entrance to the 
building? Who will first greet them? How will they first 
be greeted? Will they feel at home or will they feel out of 
place? Will they leave wanting to come back next Sunday?

While it is understood that we do not play the role of 
the Holy Spirit, we as God’s people, do have a responsibil-
ity to love our neighbors and do all we can to faithfully and 
effectively be ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  

Does your church have an intentional plan to lovingly 
welcome newcomers this Easter? If so, that’s great! If not, 
here is a basic punch list to assist you in developing a basic 
welcoming strategy:

(1) Reserve some prime parking spaces for guests. Be 
sure they are well-marked and well-managed by smiling 
parking attendants.

(2) Provide each guest with a personal escort into the 
church building.

(3) Establish a designated “welcome center” or “welcome 

table” where a cheerful individual offers beverages (coffee 
and juice are good choices) while very basic information is 
acquired for each guest.

(4) Provide an escort to the appropriate destination(s) 
(e.g., worship service, Bible study class, child care area). 

(5) Respectfully and appropriately welcome guests in 
the worship service, without awkwardly pointing them 
out or embarrassing them. Asking guests to stand and 
introduce themselves has not been appropriate in most 
North American church settings for more than 40 years. 
Don’t do it. 

(6) Provide a description of what attendees can antici-
pate experiencing in the worship services. 
Remember, church is a “foreign environment” 
for many. This can be provided in a written 
worship guide or bulletin, but do not assume 
that everyone will read it. A brief oral expla-
nation, using as little “church jargon” as pos-
sible, is best.

(7) Provide an opportunity for guests to interact and con-
verse with members. This can be done in a short reception 
following the worship service or even a continental break-
fast between the Bible study and worship hours. My church 
will actually forego Sunday school and serve brunch. It is 
very important to relationally connect with newcomers.

So, what is the “one thing” your church wants to com-
municate? Remember, you will communicate something 
– whether intentionally or inadvertently. This Easter, may 
our resurrected Savior be central to all we do; and may He 
be pleased in how we represent Him to those who do not 
yet know Him. Most of all, may nothing get in the way or 
distract from the effective communication of the gospel 
so people might respond, professing Him as Lord and 
Savior. 

Eric W. Ramsey is an evangelism and mission strategist and 
serves as associate pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Smith.

Answering  
the Call
Eric Ramsey
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S 
ince it’s founding by 
Arkansas Baptists in 

1886, Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity (OBU) has sought to 
combine the love of God 
with the love 
of learning. 
Many fami-
lies in our 
c h u r c h e s 
have a strong 
desire for 
their chil-
dren to attend a university 
such as Ouachita or Wil-
liams Baptist College where 
faith in Jesus Christ will be 
affirmed and fortified. The 
benefits of a learning com-
munity that strives to be 
Christ-centered are incred-
ibly significant as the col-
lege years are some of the 
most formative in life. Truly, 
choosing a college is one of 
the most important deci-
sions our young people face.

All too often, families 
become discouraged and 
students fail to even apply 
to attend Ouachita because 
of financial concerns. In re-
ality, Ouachita is affordable 
for most families. Gener-
ous financial aid is made 

Baptist 
Foundation
Bobby Thomas

Ouachita 
Baptist
Keldon Henley

possible by the sacrificial 
giving of Arkansas Baptists 
and other faithful supporters 
through the past century and 
a quarter who support educat-

ing the next 
generation of 
Christian lead-
ers. Ouachita 
recently was 
named by 
U.S. News & 
World Report as 

one of the top 10 universities 
in the nation in graduating 
students from families with 
financial challenges.   

Much attention has been 
focused nationwide on con-
cerns related to student loan 
debt, and understandably 
so. Ouachita shares that con-
cern and, more importantly, 
is doing something about 
it. Our Loan Affordabil-
ity Pledge makes this simple 
promise to students begin-
ning at Ouachita in 2016: “If 
you graduate from Ouachita 
and your income following 
graduation is modest, you’ll 
receive help repaying your stu-
dent and parent loans until 
your income increases or your 
loans are paid off.” This safety 

net is evidence of our belief 
in our students’ future suc-
cesses and the value of a 
Ouachita degree. The peace 
of mind provided by the 
Loan Affordability Pledge 
will allow graduates to 
pursue their giftedness and 
calling, rather than simply 
choose the job with the 
highest starting salary due 
to worry created by student 
loan balances. 

One parent of a freshman 
this year wrote: “With the 
financial assistance Ouachi-
ta provided, the Loan Af-
fordability Pledge and the 
grace of God, my child was 
able to attend OBU.” 

We at Ouachita Baptist 
University are committed 
to being faithful stewards of 
the resources entrusted to 
us and to help families who 
understand the value of a 
Christian education as our 
faculty and students strive 
to fulfill our university mis-
sion of effectively integrat-
ing faith and learning.

Keldon Henley, a 1986 
Ouachita graduate, serves as 
OBU’s vice president for insti-
tutional advancement.

Ouachita enhances affordability

Pray for Ouachita and Williams
A 

s we celebrate Chris-
tian education in this 

issue of the Arkansas Baptist 
News, I want to draw your 
focus to our two institutions 
of Chris-
tian higher 
education 
– Ouachita 
Baptist 
University 
and Williams Baptist Col-
lege. Here at the Arkansas 
Baptist Foundation, we 
are committed to serve, 
advise and encourage these 
institutions as they strive 
to develop the next gen-
eration of Arkansas Baptist 
leaders. We hope you will 
join with us in praying for 
these institutions, and their 
leadership, as they continue 
to be beacons of light in an 
ever-darkening world.

Regarding Ouachita, we 
ask that you pray specifically 
for them in their search 
for a new president. Please 
remember Charles Wright, 

interim president, and their 
other university leaders as 
they “seek to foster a love of 
God and a love of learning” 
in this time of transition.

Regard-
ing Williams, 
we ask that 
you pray for 
them as they 
celebrate their 

75 years of “providing an 
excellent, holistically Chris-
tian, liberal arts education.” 
During this special year of 
celebration, please remember 
President Tom Jones, and the 
Williams family that we have 
been blessed to know and 
serve.

In the past year, in newly 
expanded ways, we have been 
blessed to serve with the 
leadership of both of these 
institutions in the steward-
ship of the assets they have 
been given. We have served 
not only in gift planning and 
administration, but also as ex-
tensions of their development 

and business offices. In this, 
we are working to raise giv-
ers, not just gifts, and find 
our joy in this service role.

At the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation, we have a 
staff from both public and 
Christian higher education. 
As a product of public edu-
cation, I often find myself 
envious of my wife’s experi-
ence at Ouachita and am 
hopeful to be able to pro-
vide that for our girls. How-
ever, I understand the need 
for difference-makers on all 
of our college campuses and 
appreciate the presence of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention college and 
young leaders team. To that 
end, we also ask that you 
help us spread the word of 
the scholarships available 
for students to attend these 
institutions, as well as be 
willing to financially sup-
port the needs that exist on 
campuses throughout our 
state.

ABSC Agencies

continued from page 4
STUDENTS
They provide a meal and an 
opportunity for students to 
practice English and develop 
friendships with Americans. 
Hundreds of students have 
been impacted by this minis-
try, and many have come to 
faith in Christ.  

If you have a desire to reach 
out to internationals, be sure 
to reach out in love and stay 

in it for a long-term friend-
ship. It may be after they 
return to the other side of the 
globe before they become a 
Christ-follower. Your sacrifice 
and commitment to pray for 
them would be well worth it.

Heaven will be so much 
sweeter as your friends rep-
resent the nations joining us 
around the throne.

Bit Stephens is a member of 
the college and young leaders 
team at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention.

(3) Don’t get caught up 

in the hype. It seems politics 
has become more a popular-
ity contest than choosing the 
right person to lead and do 
what’s right for our country. 
Carefully consider what the 
candidates say and what they 
do. 

(4) Beware the media. It 
goes without saying that the 
mainstream media in the 
United States today has a bias, 
and that their bias for one 
candidate or another – if even 
ever so subtle – comes out in 
their coverage. Media bias can 
be overtly intentional, such as 
promoting a candidate with 
a certain political view, or co-
vertly relatively unintentional, 
such as giving a popular or 

newsmaker candidate more 
coverage than others. 

(5) Pray. I saved what I  
think is the most important 
thing to do when deciding to 
vote for anyone – that is to 
commit the matter to prayer. 
As with other major decisions 
of life, politicians – when 
elected to power – have an 
enormous impact on my life 
and yours. For example, in 
spite of Supreme Court deci-
sions on abortion and same-
sex marriage, ask what the 
candidate’s official position is 
on such matters. If a candidate 
publicly supports your causes, 
there is a better chance they 
will stand for them when criti-
cal decisions are made about 
them.

Tim Yarbrough is editor/execu-
tive director of the Arkansas Bap-
tist News. Email him at tim@
arkansasbaptist.org.

continued from page 4
VOTE

Subscribe to the 
Arkansas Baptist News!
arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe

ARK. PREGNANCY CARE CENTER ASSOC. – The Arkansas Pregnancy Care 
Center Association held its quarterly meeting Feb. 19 at the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention Building in Little Rock. The meeting is a time for staff from 
the centers to discuss what God is doing in and through their centers, to en-
courage each other and to gain insight and ideas from others across the state. 
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SAN DIEGO – At age 16 
Manny Sanchez tagged along 
with his family to an Amway 
Convention. They were inde-
pendent business owners with 
the mega network marketing 
company that sells soap, vita-
mins, makeup and other prod-
ucts. While there, he attended 
what turned out to be a wor-
ship service. He learned that 
life could be about more than 
making money.

“The guy preached an evan-
gelistic message,” Sanchez said. 
“I went forward and got saved. 
My heart really did change. I 
was the first in my family to 
get saved.”

Sanchez’s salvation hap-
pened in a vacuum. He had 
no Christian orientation and 
didn’t know what to do next. 
He didn’t even know to attend 
church or read the Bible.

“All I knew was that some-
thing had changed,” said San-
chez, who was born in Mexico.

Common teenage rebellion 
followed, and he engaged in 
blatant sinful activity.

After a serious traffic acci-
dent became his wake-up call, 
his two sisters, 10 and 11 years 
older, stepped into his life. 
One of them enrolled him 
in a Christian school, Valley 
Christian Academy, in Santa 
Maria, Calif.

“That became my season of 
discipleship,” Sanchez said. “I 
started growing in Christ.”

He gave up the party life, 
drugs and other non-edifying 
habits and behaviors. After he 
saw Christ modeled in his new 
friends, Sanchez began soaking 
in the Bible and wanted noth-
ing more than to obey Christ.

Stan Bickley, a youth pas-
tor at First Baptist Church of 
Santa Maria, which sponsored 
the academy, became a major 
influence in the absence of a 
father.

“I wanted to be what my 
youth pastor was to me to 
other kids in my same stage  
(of life),” Sanchez said.

Sanchez plants Catalyst Church in downtown San Diego

College, missions 
Following high school, San-
chez attended a Christian 
college in San Diego. One 
of his sisters signed him up 
for Vision, the college’s sing-
ing group, which toured to 
promote missions and spent 
several weeks each summer 
on a mission trip. Sanchez 
was in Vision for three of his 
four college years and visited 
Brazil, Portugal and Malawi.

“Everything that I experi-
enced from high school to col-
lege has, in some way, shaped 
my ministry,” Sanchez said. 
“Our church is very disciple-
ship-focused. I don’t want any-
body to slip through the cracks 
like I did and be fresh bait for 
Satan.”

He spent several years as a 
youth pastor at several church-
es before joining the senior 
staff at Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, pastored 
by David Jeremiah. While 

there, he completed semi-
nary master’s studies through 
Southern California Seminary, 
which the church sponsors.

“Our church became South-
ern Baptist, and that just 
opened up the door for me,” 
Sanchez said of his journey to-
ward church planting.

Having grown up in Los 
Angeles and attended college 
in San Diego, Sanchez feels 
comfortable in the Southern 
California culture. Through 
research, he learned that San 
Diego is the eighth largest un-
churched city in America. 

With his wife, Jennifer, their 
four children and a core group 
from Shadow Mountain, San-
chez turned his attention to 
planting Catalyst Church in 
downtown San Diego – a place 
that has seen an estimated 10 
church plants start and fail in 
the last five years.

Eventually, he found a 
meeting place downtown in-

side a warehouse. The venue is 
only available for three hours 
on Sunday evenings.

“Our goal was to focus just 
on that 1-mile radius of the 
25,000 people who live in the 
heart of downtown,” Sanchez 
said of a city with very few 
evangelical churches.

The city is transient. Be-
tween military families and 
others on a determined ca-
reer path, establishing a stable 
membership has been chal-
lenging.

Catalyst reflects the diver-
sity of upscale urban America, 
though there has been one sur-
prise.

“You attract who you are,” 
Sanchez said, noting young 
adults with children are at-
tending Catalyst Church.

“On a typical Sunday, we 
average about 130 people, and 
40-50 are kids,” Sanchez said.

Eventually, Sanchez wants 
Catalyst Church to have a store-
front presence 
that is at the 
hub of down-
town and con-
stantly inter-
acting with the 
city. He has 
no allusion of 
growing into 
a megachurch 
downtown like Shadow Moun-
tain. Instead, the goal is for 
Catalyst to be “large enough to 
dare, small enough to care.”

He also wants to repro-
duce and develop a “well-oiled 
church-apprenticeship pro-
gram.”

“We started with the goal of 
planting another church,” San-
chez said. “We want to plant 
pregnant.”

The establishment of Cata-
lyst Church would not have 
happened without the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions and 
the Cooperative Program. 

“We would not have been 
able to plant without the 
North American Mission 

Board,” Sanchez said. “They 
really supported us financial-
ly.”

In their first year, Catalyst 
Church had 40 professions of 
faith and 20 baptisms.

“You can’t orchestrate it. It 
feels like God is at the center 
of this and we’re along for the 
ride.”

Mission Connection 
Sanchez is not the only 

Southern Baptist with a heart 
for San Diego. 

First Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, partners with Jeremy 
Aylett, church planter at Mis-
sion Valley Church in San 
Diego.

Aylett will be in Arkansas 
to discuss his church plant 
and partnership opportunities 
with Arkansas Baptists at the 
Mission Connection: Send 
Cities events, which are set to 
take place in three locations 
April 7-9.

The events, 
sponsored by 
the Arkansas 
Baptist State 
C o n v e n t i o n 
missions team, 
will feature mis-
sionaries from 
10 cities and 
will provide Ar-

kansas Baptist churches with 
the opportunity to learn about 
partnership opportunities with 
church planters and missionar-
ies across North America. 

For more information, visit 
absc.org/missionconnection.

The goal for the 2016 Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering is 
$70 million, and its theme – 
“Here I am. Send Me.” – is 
based on Isaiah 6:8. To learn 
more about the Week of Prayer 
and the Annie Armstrong Eas-
ter Offering, visit anniearm-
strong.com. 

This article was written by Jim 
Burton, a photojournalist and 
writer living in Atlanta, with ad-
dition reporting by Arkansas Bap-
tist News staff.

From backslidden to Christ-driven

Because of his own experience as a young Christian, church planter Manny Sanchez 
(right) emphasizes discipleship in his congregation. Photo by Greg Schneider

ANNIE ARMSTRONG
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continued from page one
PLATT
“organizational reset” in Au-
gust, which included a volun-
tary retirement incentive for 
personnel 50 and older with 
five or more years of service 
and a “hand raising opportu-
nity” (HRO) for all remaining 
staff and missionaries to vol-
untarily resign and receive a 
benefits package.

Platt had previously said a 
combined total of at least 600-
800 missionaries and stateside 
personnel would need to ac-
cept the offers. He told the 
state media leaders no invol-
untary reductions of overseas 
missionaries have been neces-
sary as part of the reset and 
none are anticipated, though 
some overseas missionaries 
may have their duties adjusted.

“For all our missionaries 
overseas, every step of this pro-
cess has been voluntary,” he 
said.

The “one area of our staff 
in Richmond that has been af-
fected in a more involuntary 
way,” Platt said, is the com-
munications center, which 
is slated to close April 29. 
Of the 40 Richmond com-
munications employees, 10 
were offered positions on 
the newly formed mobiliza-
tion team. The remaining 30  
were eligible to apply for other 
IMB positions or accept the 
HRO.

“This decision to remove 
various positions in Rich-
mond was not driven by fi-
nancial needs as much as it 
was driven by stewardship 
of responsibility,” Platt said.  
“We have a responsibility to 
Southern Baptists to (ensure) 
that every position we have is 
a position we need. We have 
a responsibility to use the re-
sources entrusted to us in the 
wisest way possible for the 
spread of the gospel to the na-
tions.”

He added, “At the same 
time, we obviously want to 
honor these brothers and 
sisters whose positions were 
eliminated, through generos-
ity, through expressions of 
gratitude for the pivotal role 
many of them have played for 
decades in service to the IMB. 
... These are some of the kind-
est servants and leaders in the 
Richmond office.”

The decision to close the 
Richmond Communications 
Center was made following 
internal and external audits 
of the IMB’s communications 

effectiveness and extensive 
meetings with stateside and 
overseas communications  
staff, Platt said.

The closure stemmed from 
the fact that “our mobilization 
efforts” – presumably includ-
ing the communications strat-
egy – “have not kept up with 
our times,” Platt said. “We are 
way behind in the develop-
ment of a digital mindset that 
builds on customization and 
flexibility, rather than predict-
ability and uniformity. Our 
field and stateside communi-
cators struggle with employing 
new methods for reaching a 
changing audience.

“In all of this, our home 
office mobilization efforts 
have been disconnected from 
our field strategy. And as a re-
sult, looking across the IMB 
after months and months, 
it’s clear we’re sorely missing 
a culture of growth in which 
silos are broken down, mobi-
lization needs are adequately  
addressed and mobilization 
goals are actually accom-
plished,” he said.

Platt invited Baptist jour-
nalists to participate in an 
overseas trip later this year to 
visit the IMB’s global commu-
nications teams, which will 
assume some duties formerly 
performed by the Richmond 
communications office, and 
learn about the new commu-
nications strategy.

The board’s two overseas 
communications teams are 
based in Eurasia and Asia, 
with the Eurasia team primar-
ily relaying news from IMB 
personnel in Europe and Af-
rica and the Asia team report-
ing primarily on personnel in 
Asia.

Some communications 
functions likely will be out-
sourced in keeping with a 
long-standing IMB practice, 
Platt said.

Other information shared 
by Platt included:

– Reports that the IMB’s 
deficit between contributions 
and spending from 2010-2014 
was exaggerated are inaccurate, 
Platt said. “I, our treasurer and 
our financial team are totally 
confident in the numbers we 
have used/are using. In addi-
tion, we have communicated 
fully with our auditors. We 
have received from them con-
sistently ... the highest ratings.” 
The alleged discrepancy in the 
years of 2010-14 was first re-
ported by the website, Ethics-
Daily.com, which said a CPA 
inspection of the IMB’s pub-
lished audits actually indicated 

a $7.8 million surplus in those 
years and that the IMB spent 
less than $100 million more 
than they received in con-
tributions not $210 million,  
which Platt had reported in an 
open letter to Southern Baptists  
Sept. 4. 

– A team of advisers assist-
ing Platt to make major deci-
sions regarding the IMB’s strat-
egy moving forward includes 
John Brady, vice president of 
global engagement; Zane Pratt, 
vice president of training; Rod-
ney Freeman, treasurer and 
vice president of support ser-
vices; Sebastian Traeger, execu-
tive vice president, and Clyde 
Meador, executive adviser to 
the president.

– The IMB’s Great Com-
mission Global Connect 
(GC2) initiative, which al-
lows congregations to fund 
missionaries directly, cur-
rently has 14 participating  
churches. “In order for a 
church to do this,” Platt 
said, “they are required to 
keep their giving through 
the Cooperative Program 
(CP) and Lottie Moon  
(Christmas Offering for In-
ternational Missions) both 
strong.” On average, churches 
participating in GC2 have in-
creased their CP giving by 6 
percent and their Lottie Moon 
giving by more than 20 percent 
since entering the program,  
he said.

Floyd speaks to media
Ronnie Floyd, president 

of the SBC and senior pas-
tor of Cross Church in 
northwest Arkansas, spoke 
to members of the Baptist 
media, sharing an overview of  
the upcoming SBC An-

David Platt, president of the International Mission Board, addresses Southern Baptist 
state convention media leaders Feb. 16 in Puerto Rico during the annual meeting of 
the Association of State Baptist Publications. Photo by Joe Westbury

DURING THEIR annual 
meeting in Ponce, Puerto 
Rico, the editors of the 
Association of State Bap-
tist Publications passed a  
resolution (1) commend-
ing the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB)  for “the 
thorough excellence with 
which it has told its story,” 
(2) encouraging the IMB 
to be transparent and con-
tinue cooperating with 

state Baptist publications,   
(3) committing state Bap-
tist publications to pray for 
their colleagues who were 
recently laid off by the IMB 
and (4) committing to pray  
for the existing IMB staff  
“as they continue to tell 
the full story of the world-
wide missions efforts done 
on behalf of Southern Bap-
tist churches in every state  
convention.”

nual Meeting program in 
St. Louis, during which he 
said the topic of race rela-
tions and American politics  
will be highlighted.

This story was compiled from 
reporting by the Baptist Press and 
the Arkansas Baptist News. 

Editors pass IMB resolution
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What difference does 
college education make?

Trennis Henderson

Ouachita Baptist University

IN TODAY’S CULTURE, many 
families struggle with the rising 
costs of a college education. On 
the positive side, families and 
students also recognize that the 
college years are a valuable in-

vestment that will pay significant 
dividends throughout one’s life 
and career.

According to a recent national 
study by the Pew Research Cen-
ter, “On virtually every measure 
of economic well-being and ca-
reer attainment – from personal 
earnings to job satisfaction to 

the share employed full time – 
young college graduates are out-
performing their peers with less 
education.”

The study, which includ-
ed analysis of economic data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau, 

See COLLEGE page 10
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found that “Millennial col-
lege graduates ages 25 to 32 
who are working full time 
earn more annually – about 
$17,500 more – than em-
ployed young adults holding 
only a high school diploma. 
College-educated Millenni-
als also are more likely to be 
employed full time than their 
less-educated counterparts 
and significantly less likely to 
be unemployed.”

The analysis also noted that 
approximately 90 percent of 
young adults with at least a 
bachelor’s degree say that earn-
ing a college degree already has 
paid off or will pay off in the 
future.

Beyond the financial reali-
ties, a college education also 
helps equip individuals for life. 

“College prepares you for 
work by broadly expanding 
your ability to think critical-
ly, demonstrate flexibility in 
thought process and problem 
solving and to work collabora-
tively, all increasingly impor-
tant in the workplace,” said 
Keldon Henley, vice president 
for institutional advancement 
at Ouachita Baptist University.

He added that an excep-
tional college experience 
also provides opportunities 
for personal growth that can 

be life-changing. That is es-
pecially significant at strong 
faith-based schools in Arkan-
sas, such as Ouachita and 
Williams Baptist College in 
Walnut Ridge. Opportuni-
ties to be involved in mission 
projects, community service, 
small-group Bible studies and 
numerous other campus activi-
ties help students grow person-
ally and spiritually, as well as 
academically.

Arkansas Baptist-related 
institutions of higher educa-
tion are deeply committed to 
making the college experience 
a time of meaningful study, 
preparation and growth for the 
benefit of students. They also 
provide numerous financial 
aid options to make tuition 
and related expenses more af-
fordable.

Affirming Ouachita’s com-
mitment to investing in the 
lives of students, Meg Hart, a 
2014 Ouachita graduate from 
Little Rock, said, “There is no 
university more dedicated to 
seeing its students grow into 
passionate individuals who 
can change the world.”

“One of the most important 
life decisions you will make 
is where to attend college,” 
states Ouachita’s website. “At 
Ouachita Baptist University, 
we strive to provide the best 
educational environment 
possible. For many families, 
an investment in Ouachita is 

continued from page 9
COLLEGE one willingly made in order 

to provide the very finest edu-
cation in a setting that inte-
grates faith and learning, and 
that supports and extends the 
foundation laid by your family 
and church.”

As students explore college 
options and families evaluate the 
financial aspect, it is important 
to remember that the college 
years involve much more than a 
cost. They are a strategic invest-
ment in each student’s future 
as they are equipped to serve, 
lead and minister in diverse 
settings throughout Arkansas,  
the nation and around the 
world.

Trennis Henderson is vice 
president for communications at 
Ouachita Baptist University. 

Advertise today: arkansasbaptist.org/advertise



www.arkansasbaptist.org 11   CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Brett Cooper

Williams Baptist College

IT’S THE MOMENT that stu-
dents and their families have 
awaited for four years – or 
more! A student walks proudly 
across the stage and grasps that 
precious parchment known as 
a college diploma. Mission ac-
complished!

Now what?
Just beyond graduation are 

“real world” concerns, like 
finding a job. This means stu-
dents need to take their educa-
tion seriously while they’re in 
college, and even more impor-
tantly, pick the school that will 
prepare them best for a career, 
and for life.

“It is important to make the 

most of all life decisions, but 
really focus on those made dur-
ing your undergraduate years,” 
said Aneita Cooper, director 
of counseling at Williams Bap-
tist College. 

“This part of your journey 
is where you learn to build 
support and relationships, 
grow independence and de-
velop personal values, all of 
which are essential to being 
successful in the workforce,” 
she said.

Part of Cooper’s job at Wil-
liams is guiding students to-
ward careers that are best suit-
ed for them and helping them 
find jobs once they graduate. 
She points out important skills 
and character traits to those 
who will soon be seeking jobs.

Christian education: preparing for careers – and life
She notes that college in 

general should teach students 
to think more deeply, analyze 
and reason, helping them to 
function in challenging situ-
ations. And for those who 
choose a Chris-
tian college, 
the education-
al experience 
should be even 
more meaning-
ful.

“A Christian 
college educa-
tion addition-
ally promotes 
students to be 
a c c o u n t a b l e 
in the areas of 
respect, integ-
rity and dignity 
toward all peo-
ple,” she noted.

“This is by 
the implemen-
tation of the 
basic belief that 
all human be-
ings are created 
in the image of God and are, 
therefore, spiritual, moral, so-
cial beings that think, act and 
have value,” she added. “It 
is this belief that is of value 
to employers by widening a 
worldview, promoting prob-
lem solving and building re-

lational skills that are vital to 
any organization.”

Far from sheltering students 
from the “real world,” a Chris-
tian liberal arts education pre-
pares students to interact with 

it and meet the challenges of a 
complex society.  

“Students gain an under-
standing about the world and 
their place in it based on a 
biblical perspective. Through 
a fundamental spiritual view, 
the student will be equipped 

with a more solid understand-
ing of how the world works 
and will have learned to make 
connections and decisions 
without sacrificing beliefs,” 
Cooper said.

Entering the 
workforce for 
any recent col-
lege graduate is 
a daunting task, 
but students can 
and should pre-
pare for the road 
ahead. A Chris-
tian college is 
designed to give 
them the prepa-
ration they will 
need, academi-
cally, socially and 
spiritually.

“Your college 
experience is 
more than earn-
ing a degree; it is 
learning to live 
life abundantly,” 
Cooper said.  
“This is done 

through discovering your pur-
pose and potential. Trust that 
God has equipped you for the 
place He has created you to 
go.”

Brett Cooper is vice president 
for institutional advancement at 
Williams Baptist College. 
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LITTLE ROCK – Today’s 
media needs more journal-
ists and communicator with 
a Christian worldview. With 
this in mind, the Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) established a 
scholarship a number of years 
ago designed to encourage 
students to pursue a career in 
Christian communications.

Do you know a student 
planning to pursue a degree 
in Christian communications? 
The ABN is now accepting ap-
plications for its annual schol-
arship program.

The scholarship is primarily 
being made available to stu-
dents from Williams Baptist 
College and Ouachita Baptist 
University. Both schools have 
agreed to provide matching 
funds for a scholarship to be 
awarded at each of the schools. 
Other public institutions of 
higher learning will be con-
sidered if qualified Williams 
or Ouachita students do not 
apply.

“Whether they plan to serve 
in vocational ministry or in the 
secular workplace, scholarship 
applicants should have a pas-
sion for Christ and for using 
their communication skills to 
further His cause,” said Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor. “The 
ABN staff sees great value in 
communications and the role 
it plays in furthering the gospel 
and promoting God’s work. It 
is our desire to encourage stu-
dents to pursue these goals 
through careers in journal-
ism, advertising or public rela-
tions.”

“The ABN scholarship pro-
gram not only met a finan-
cial need in my life, but also 
encouraged me to continue 
to pursue my God-given pas-
sion for communications 
with utmost dedication,” said 
Ouachita student Anna Hurst, 
recent scholarship recipient 
and 2015 summer intern for 
the ABN. “Just as the ABN in-
vested in my education, I view 

my work as a communicator as 
an investment and hope to use 
it as a tool to give back in the 
future. I am truly honored to 
have been chosen as a recipi-
ent!” 

Williams student Zackery 
Gray is also a former scholar-
ship recipient.

“(The) scholarship has given 
me a head start on my finan-
cial responsibility for my edu-
cation,” he said, noting he is 
“extremely honored to be a 
recipient of this scholarship.”

“The Arkansas Baptist News 
is a great publication of stories 
and information about the 
Baptist communities,” he said. 
“I appreciate your (ABN’s) con-
tinuous dedication to publish 
great events that spread great 
news about our faith.”

The ABN scholarship is 
being administered through 
the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation. For more informa-
tion, visit abf.org and click on 
“Scholarships.”

VINING HONORED – Longtime Ouachita Tigers basketball coach Bill Vining 
was honored Jan. 30 with the dedication of the Bill Vining Legacy Wall in 
Ouachita Baptist University’s Sturgis Physical Education Center (SPEC). Vining 
coached men’s basketball at Ouachita from 1954 to 1989. During his 34 sea-
sons, Ouachita won six AIC championships and six NAIA District 17 champi-
onships. Vining helped coach several U.S. teams in international competition, 
including U.S. basketball stars Larry Bird, Magic Johnson and Sidney Moncrief. 
Vining is a member of the NAIA Hall of Fame, the Arkansas Sports Hall of 
Fame and the Ouachita Athletic Hall of Fame. The legacy wall, dedicated Jan. 
30, highlights Vining’s Ouachita origins, coaching career, international impact 
and faith and family. It is located in the SPEC lobby outside the 2,500-seat Bill 
Vining Arena. Photo by Grace Finley

ABN accepts scholarship applications

Visit us on Facebook and Twitter @ArkBaptNews
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WALNUT RIDGE – An event 
at Williams Baptist College 
(WBC) the morning of Feb. 
9 has launched the effort to 
consolidate College City into 
Walnut Ridge. Officials from 
both cities and Williams Bap-
tist College were on hand to 
sign the first petitions, calling 
for a vote on the consolida-
tion.

Tom Jones, president of 
Williams, signed the first pe-
tition as Walnut Ridge Mayor 
Charles Snapp and College 
City Mayor Paul Rhoads 
looked on. The mayors fol-
lowed suit and signed petitions 
as well.

“The Williams board of 
trustees voted years ago to en-
dorse this consolidation, and 
we continue to support it now. 
WBC has long been a part of 
the Walnut Ridge community, 
and we think putting these two 
towns together would be a very 
positive move,” said Jones.

“The possibility of a special 
election for the consolidation 
of Walnut Ridge and College 
City is long overdue, and as 
mayor of Walnut Ridge, I’m 
honored to have a small roll 
in this historic event,” said 
Snapp. “As a former student 
of Williams Baptist College, 
a lifelong resident of Walnut 
Ridge and now as mayor, the 
thought of WBC becoming a 
part of Walnut Ridge is excit-
ing!”

Rhoads commented, “Like 
the weather, everyone talked 
for years about the two com-
munities combining, but no 
one would do it. Unlike the 
weather, someone is finally 
doing it.”

A number of other city of-
ficials from both towns were 
also on hand to show their sup-
port for the effort, and several 
dozen signatures were collected 
after the event.

In order for an election to 

be called on the consolida-
tion issue, the petitions have 
to be signed by registered vot-
ers in both cities. The law 
requires that 15 percent of 
the number who voted in the 
most recent mayor’s election 
must sign in each town. That 
means 262 signatures will 
have to be collected in Wal-
nut Ridge, with nine required 
in College City.

Once the required signa-
tures are gathered, the peti-
tions will have to be validated 
and then presented to the city 
councils of both towns. From 
that point, an election date can 
be set for the issue.

If the consolidation is ap-
proved by the voters of both 
towns, city council wards in 
Walnut Ridge would be re-
drawn to include College City, 
and College City would be-
come officially a part of Wal-
nut Ridge at 12 a.m. on New 
Year’s Day.

Consolidation effort launched 
for Walnut Ridge, College City

ARKADELPHIA – Ouachi-
ta Baptist University’s Pruet 
School of Christian Stud-
ies will host the sixth an-
nual Conference on Issues 
in Christian Counseling 
Friday, Feb. 26, in Walker 
Conference Center. High-
lighting the issue of depres-
sion, the 2016 conference is 
sponsored by Ouachita, New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary and the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention.

A new feature of this year’s 
conference will be an open-
ing ministers banquet to be 
held at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Feb. 25, also in Walker 
Conference Center. An ad-
ditional ministry focus is an 
afternoon breakout session 

option on applying counsel-
ing skills to current youth is-
sues for youth ministers.

The keynote speaker 
for both the ministers ban-
quet and the conference is 
Frank Page, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Committee. 
He is the author of several 
books and publications, in-
cluding his family’s personal 
journey shared in “Melissa: 
A Father’s Lessons from a 
Daughter’s Suicide.”

Registration for the ban-
quet and conference is avail-
able at obu.edu/iccconf16. 

For more information, 
contact 870-245-5599 or 
knightte@obu.edu.

Stay up-to-date on latest news by visiting
arkansasbaptist.org/latest-news

OBU conf. to tackle depression

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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“They would come with 
their questions from the Sun-
day message. Or they may have 
heard something on the radio 
or on television and they may 
have a question about it,” said 
Manning. “We would sit and 
discuss this for a couple hours.”

Manning said that upon be-
coming pastor of Bethel Bap-
tist, members of the church 
began a similar group in Jack-
sonville. The group eventu-
ally evolved last August from 
a Bible study and discussion 
into a 30-minute radio pro-
gram called “Apologetic Cafe,” 
which airs at 7 p.m. each Tues-
day on FaithTalk 99.5 FM.

Manning, along with mem-
bers of Bethel Baptist and 
guests, now meet each Tuesday 
evening at Ropers Restaurant 
in the Gravel Ridge neighbor-
hood of Sherwood to produce 
and stream “Apologetic Cafe.” 
The program’s structure con-
sists of a Bible study led by 
Manning interspersed with 
questions and interactions 
with the other individuals in 
attendance.

“We have been able to con-
nect with some folks,” said 
Manning. “A lot of emails 
I get ask, ‘Can you go for an 
hour? A half-hour isn’t long 
enough.’”

“We have a 30-minute slot 

now because it was all that was 
available and all we could af-
ford when we started. But now 
we have been doing it for six 
months, and we have talked 
about going to an hour,” said 
Ede King, a member of Bethel 
Baptist.

“The Lord has blessed the 
church with enough money to 
finance that. So if people are 
listening and they want to con-
tinue on with it, we will,” said 
King.

King said that the program 
is now live, which was a little 
difficult to get used to.

“It’s a little unnerving at 
first, but then you pick the 
mic up and I’m looking at the 
pastor and he’s going, ‘What’s 
your question?’ And then I’m 
not talking to the mic any-
more; I’m talking to him,” 
said King. “That’s the way we 
do it at church. He (Manning) 
leaves it open-form like that.”

“I’d love to get some pastors 
to come in and do this and 
work with us in this. It’s not 
something that we are doing 
just as Bethel Baptist Church. 
We just want to get the word 
out,” said Manning.

“I would love to have more 
of them (pastors) involved so 
that we could get different per-
spectives out there,” he said.

For more information 
about “Apologetic Cafe,” visit 
bbcjville.org or twitter.com/
apologeticcafe.

 Contact Caleb Yarbrough at 
caleb@arkansasbaptist.org. 

Jim Mooney to lead Baptist foundation’s investments
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) – 
Jim Mooney has joined the 
Southern Baptist Foundation 
as vice president of invest-
ments, with responsibilities 
for development, maintenance 
and oversight of entity’s invest-
ments and its investment man-
agers.

Mooney, 47, comes to the 
foundation with 20-plus years 
in the investment field, special-

Holman Heritage Center to host free clinic in Stuttgart
STUTTGART – The Holman 
Heritage Center in Stuttgart, 
located at 605 N. Buerkle, 
will host a Delta block party 
and free dental and medical 
clinic on Saturday, March 5, 
according to the Stuttgart Daily 
Leader. 

The event is sponsored by 

local Southern Baptist church-
es and the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention (ABSC).

Registration for the clin-
ics begins at 8 a.m., and the 
clinics will be offering dental 
extractions, dental cleanings, 
physicians on site and vision 
screening. Mammograms will 

also be offered, but an appoint-
ment must be made ahead of 
time by calling 870-450-1855, 
the Daily Leader reported. 

“Tremendous needs exist 
within communities through-
out the Delta,” Sam Roberts, 
pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Stuttgart, and ABSC presi-

dent, told the Arkansas Baptist 
News (ABN). “We are pray-
ing that many souls are saved 
and additional opportunities 
of ministry are discovered on 
March 5.”

The block party will begin 
at 10 a.m. on the lawn behind 
Holman and will feature in-

izing in market analy-
sis, manager research, 
portfolio manage-
ment and asset alloca-
tion.

Prior to joining 
the Southern Baptist 
Foundation, Mooney 
was a research ana-
lyst conducting asset 
class and manager research 
for The Bogdahn Group  

in Orlando, Fla.
He previously 

worked with several 
firms in Memphis, 
Tenn.: GAVION, 
LLC; First Data Cor-
poration; FTN Finan-
cial; Strategic Finan-
cial Partners, and Ray-
mond James. He also 

was the district executive for 
the Boy Scouts of America’s 

Chickasaw Council in Mem-
phis from 1995 to 1997.

Mooney holds a business 
administration degree in fi-
nance from the University 
of Memphis and has been 
licensed with the National  
Association of Security  
Dealers.

Mooney, in looking forward 
to his work with Southern 
Baptists, said, “The opportu-

nity to work at the Founda-
tion provides me the chance 
to apply my professional 
work experience in a role that 
has a direct impact on those 
that are serving in ministry  
positions.”

He and his wife, Melissa, 
have two children.

For more information on 
the Southern Baptist Founda-
tion, visit sbfdn.org.

flatables, games, music, snacks 
and drinks, and lunch will be 
provided for free by Arkansas 
Baptist disaster relief. The 
block party will end at ap-
proximately 4 p.m., but the 
dental and medical staff will  
stay until they are able to see 
everyone.

Mooney
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crowd that they had met at 
her high school, and Hill had 
given her his business card and 
offered to help her if she ever 
made it to the United States. 
Although she did email Hill 
after his visit, she didn’t know 
how to fully explain herself via 
email. 

Then, in 2010, Arkansan 
Lynda Weir visited the school. 
Weir found out about Hill’s 
offer to help Kobusingye and 
further discovered Hill lived in 
her own Little Rock neighbor-
hood and was president of Ar-
kansas Baptist College. With 
the help of Weir and Hill, Ko-
busingye made it to America 
and received a full scholarship 
to the college.

“I’m not really here to en-
tertain you guys and to be an-
other sad African story. That 
is not the point. The point is 
that I am here to glorify God 
and to just remind us what 
God is capable of doing in our 
lives,” Kobusingye said, noting 
that regardless of where a per-
son comes from, everyone has 
a story and has gone through 
difficult things in life. 

“So it’s not about really 
about where I come from, 
but it’s about, How does God 
intervene in those stories to 

make them successful … mir-
acles?”

She described what it was 
like to live as a street child. 
Her mother had died giving 
birth to her in Uganda, and 
she did not know her father, 
though she later discovered 
he was a soldier who was  
killed in the Rwandan  
Genocide.

She was taken to Sanyu Ba-
bies’ Home in Kampala and 
was adopted, but her adopted 
family treated her as a maid 
and abused her, so she ran 
away to live on the streets of 
Kampala.

“(These are) toxic, over-
crowded, noisy, dirty streets 
where nobody cares about 
you,” she said, noting she ate 
from trash cans, begged and 
stole in order to have food. 

She admitted to the audi-
ence that she doesn’t know 
how she survived.

“But this is the thing – 
when God chooses you to put 
you through something, He 
knows how you’re going to 
survive through it. It’s not my 
job to know,” she said. 

“And sometimes God 
makes us pass through diffi-
cult times so that we may be-
come the best witnesses of that 
exact thing.”

She said now she can con-
nect with street children due 
to their common experiences.

According to her autobi-
ography, through a series of 
events, Kobusingye’s grandpar-
ents were located and she went 
to live with them in Rwanda. 
She was accepted into a Christ-
centered high school called 
Cornerstone Leadership Acad-
emy, where she would eventu-
ally meet Hill. It was here that 
she became a Christian and 
sought Jesus as her heavenly 
Father. 

“My story to you this morn-
ing is that, yes, I’ve been there. 
I’ve been at the worst. But I’ve 
been at the best … because 
Jesus became my Father,” she 
told the audience.

Right after graduating high 
school, she started Lighthouse 

Children’s Home for street 
children, according to her au-
tobiography. Though she start-
ed with nothing, God kept 
sending provisions, some of 
which came from Arkansans.

But her journey was only 
beginning. Before long, she 
was on a plane to America 
to attend Arkansas Baptist  
College. 

In an interview with the 
Arkansas Baptist News (ABN), 
she expressed that in Arkansas 
she has connected with many 
Baptists and found them to be 
supportive and a blessing.

She eventually transferred 
to Harding University to pur-
sue her desired degree. Now 
she attends Grand Avenue 
Baptist Church and works at a 
public elementary school. The 
children she works with have 
special needs.

She shared with the ABN 
that when she went to Fort 
Smith, she was once again in 
an unfamiliar place. She had 
no idea where to go to church 
– until she plugged into Grand 
Avenue Baptist.

“It’s another home,” Kobus-
ingye said. 

“It has helped me person-
ally to be stable and to be set-
tled.”

“Anitha is a leader and her 
love, determination and pas-

sion is something we should 
all seek to emulate,” said Brad 
Lewter, lead pastor at Grand 
Avenue.

As Kobusingye concluded 
her talk at Arkansas Bap-
tist College, she noted that 
her autobiography is about 
Christ and about the people  
He has brought into her life 
and how people of all nations 
with all kinds of gifts can work 
together as the kingdom of 
God.

“I may be coming from Af-
rica. There is someone com-
ing from Asia or someone 
coming from America, but 
we all have stories that actu-
ally come together to create 
the kingdom of God – be-
cause it’s my story and your 
story that bring us together to 
share. That is why we are sit-
ting here,” she said. 

She told the audience that 
although they had gathered 
to celebrate Black History 
Month, the accomplishments 
of their ancestors and the 
achievements of black young 
people, she also wanted to re-
mind them about their forefa-
thers’ commitment to excel-
lence.

“Let’s just do our best and 
let God intervene,” she said.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Anitha Kobusingye (left), who attends Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Smith, was born in Africa and as a child lived for a 
time on the streets of Kampala, Uganda. Kobusingye was abused emotionally, physically and sexually before coming to the 
United States to attend college. She recently shared her story at Arkansas Baptist College in Little Rock in honor of Black History 
Month. During the event, Kobusingye held a book signing for her autobiography “Born Anonymous.” Photo by Jessica Vanderpool
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Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of March.
◆  March 11: Darby Sager, WBC, Box 3149, Walnut Ridge, AR
 72476; Africa
◆ March 30: Rachel Wicker, OBU Box 4542, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Russia. 

C l a s s i f i e d s
  PASTOR

Highland Hills Baptist Church is seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Email resume to 
hhbc.search@gmail.com (preferred) or mail 
resumes to Search Committee, HHBC, 4106 
E. 9th St., Texarkana, AR 71854.  

Pastor: First Baptist Church, Muldrow, 
Okla., is seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 1857, Muldrow, OK 74948 or muld-
rowfbc@gmail.com. 

FBC of Senath, Mo., is seeking a full-
time senior pastor. We are located in 
the Missouri Bootheel; our average wor-
ship size is between 135 and 150; our 
town’s population is 1,767.  We provide a 
parsonage. Please send resume to apply.
fbcsenath@gmail.com or Senath Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 117, 205 North Main Street, 
Senath, MO 63876        

Bi-vocational senior pastor posi-
tion at Reynolds Park Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 1828, Paragould, AR 72451, reynold-
sparkbaptist@gmail.com. Mail or email 
resume to Attn: Search Committee. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-
ryville, is seeking a full-time pastor.  
Please send resumes to Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, AR 
72616 or shbc@shbc.arcoxmail.com.  Web-
site: http://myshbc.net.  

FBC, Mountain View, seeking energetic 
and experienced full-time senior pas-
tor. Located in the foothills of the Ozarks, 

Mountain View is near White River with 
excellent schools and hospital. Send re-
sume to Pastor Search Team, FBC, P.O. Box 
27, Mountain View, AR 72560 or email 
fbcmv@mvtel.net by April 1, 2016.  

First Baptist Church, Gillham, is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, c/o 
Vona McKinley, 332 Pendergrass Road, 
Horatio, AR 71842. 

Rock Springs Baptist Church in Jes-
sieville is in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Send resume to 1026 Rock 
Springs Road, Jessieville, AR 71949. 

Brush Creek Baptist Church is seeking 
a full-time pastor. Send resumes to 
1385 Brush Creek Road, Springdale, AR 
72762 or email to grpettus@yahoo.com.  

Keo Baptist Church, a small church, is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Housing 
available. Send resumes to Keo Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 87, Keo, AR 72083. 

Due to resignation, New Hope Baptist 
Church of Pollard is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, New Hope Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 80, Pollard, AR 72456.

Dermott Baptist Church is petitioning 
the Lord to send us a bi-vocational or 
a full-time pastor.  Please respond to 
Dermott Baptist Church, Pastor Search 
Committee, Kim Ellington, Chairman, P.O. 
Box 334, Dermott, AR 71638 or email to 
ellingtonkim@yahoo.com. 

Shilo Baptist Church (SBC), Rover, Mo., 

17 miles east of West Plains, seeking bi-
vocational pastor. Worship attendance 
about 70, median age about 35. Send 
resumes to Gary Barton, RR 1, Box 1038, 
Alton, MO 65506.

FBC, Oppelo, is seeking a full-time se-
nior pastor. Send resumes to youthdirec-
tor@fbcoppelo.com  

First Baptist Church of Lockesburg is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Selection Committee, 
FBC, P.O. Box 53, Lockesburg, AR 71846 or 
fbsecretary@outlook.com.   

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is 
prayerfully seeking to fill the position of 
senior pastor. Email resumes to fbcel-
dorado201@gmail.com or mail to Pas-
tor Search Committee, 100 E. Peach St.,  
Suite 350, El Dorado, AR  71730.    

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Immanuel Baptist Church, Newport, is 
seeking a part-time associate pastor. 
Primary duties in the area of youth. Contact 
church at 870-523-3852 or pastor cell at 
417-372-1791 or email billychambers24@
yahoo.com.  

First Baptist Church of Dumas is seeking 
a full-time youth pastor. Those inter-
ested should send a resume to FBC Dumas, 
200 E. Waterman, Dumas, AR 71639.  

First Baptist, Searcy, is seeking a full-
time minister of music/worship. 
Experience and a bachelor’s degree in a 

music-related field are required, and semi-
nary training is preferred. Email resumes to 
linda@fbcsearcy.org or mail to FBC Searcy, 
Attn: Linda Stake, 105 S. Spring St., Searcy, 
AR  72143. 

Old Austin Baptist Church of Austin is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth minis-
ter. Send resume to bromark71@yahoo.
com.  

Southern Heights Baptist Church, Ber-
ryville, is seeking a full-time worship 
leader. Please send resumes to Personnel 
Committee, 279 Highway 221 S., Berryville, 
AR 72616 or shbc@shbc.arcoxmail.com.  
Website: http//www.myshbc.net. 

Armorel Baptist Church is seeking a con-
servative music director (no rock and 
roll). The position is part-time. Send resume 
to P.O. Box 68, Armorel, AR 72310. You may 
also send it to Linda@Armorelbc.com. 

Bear Creek Springs Baptist Church is seek-
ing a full-time student pastor. Those 
interested should send a resume to Bear Creek 
Springs Baptist Church, Attn: Senior Pastor, 
179 Devito Loop, Harrison, AR 72601. 

Soaring Wings Ranch (SWR), a nonprofit, 
Christ-centered children’s home, is seeking 
to hire a social worker for a full-time, 
salaried position. The ranch is located 
15 minutes northeast of Conway on 195 
beautiful acres. Minimum of a bachelor’s 
degree is required. Duties will include but 
are not limited to: outreach and commu-
nications to all referral sources. Evaluation 
of referrals and admission of SWR children. 

Keeping children’s files and working with 
state licensing. Close collaboration with 
campus director and with house parents. 
Advisement for house parents on be-
havioral issues and needed services. Full 
job description at www.swranch.org/
employment. Please send resumes to 
jessica@soaringwingsranch.com or P.O. 
Box 1670, Conway, AR 72033.

Send resumes for full-time music 
pastor to EHBC, 703 E. Walters, Harrison, 
AR 72601 or email to ehbcadmin@eagle-
heightsharrison.org.  

MISCELLANEOUS

For sale: Allen Organ, Renaissance 
Model #R-320. $18,000 or best offer. 
Please contact South Side Baptist Church, 
Fort Smith, at 479-782-5041 or south-
side@mynewroads.com for information. 

THE ARKANSAS Baptist State 
Convention (ABSC) will offer 
two mission event weekends – 
called “Connect” – for students 
in grades seven through 12 and 
their adult leaders. 

Connect, which provides the 
experience of a weeklong mis-
sion trip packaged into a single 
weekend, will take place April 

8-10 in the Brinkley area and 
Oct. 7-9 in the Little Rock area.

For more information, visit 
absc.org/connect. Space is lim-
ited.

This event is made possible 
by gifts from Arkansas Baptists 
through the Cooperative Pro-
gram and the Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering.

FORT SMITH – Trinity Bap-
tist Church, Fort Smith, re-
cently surpassed their goal for 
their Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for International 
Missions – specifically with 
the desire of helping keep mis-
sionaries on the mission field. 
Instead of giving their goal of 
$1,500, they gave $2,733.18.  

Church secretary Rita Sue 
Rogers shared that former 
Trinity Baptist Pastor Mason 
Bondurant, who recently died, 
and his wife, Margaret, had al-
ways led the church to reach 
their Lottie Moon offering 

goal and then to raise it the 
following year. Bondurant pas-
tored the church in the 1950s. 
Rogers explained the couple 
eventually served in foreign 
missions themselves after re-
tirement. 

This year, while Trinity 
Baptist’s interim pastor, Neal 
Prock, was out of town, Paul 
Walker spoke to the church 
and told them about the Inter-
national Mission Board bring-
ing missionaries home from 
the field. 

“He shared with us that 
(the) Rev. Ronnie Floyd, presi-

dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC), had sug-
gested if every SBC church 
gave $1,000 more than last 
year, we could keep the mis-
sionaries on the field,” Rog-
ers said, noting that with the 
emphasis from Prock and their 
missions leader, Paula Parsons, 
they exceeded their goal this 
year.

“We praise the Lord that 
He has spoken to our congre-
gation of about 50 people to 
do our part to keep the mis-
sionaries on the field,” Rogers 
said.

Trinity Baptist surpasses Lottie goal

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DAY 
– Jake Sumners, 6, packs a hy-
giene kit as part of a Children’s 
Ministry Day (CMD) project facili-
tated by a local LifeWay store. CMD 
is promoted by National Woman’s 
Missionary Union.

Connect events offer students 
weekend missions experience

Visit us online: arkansasbaptist.org

Place your classified in the 
Arkansas Baptist News today!  

 arkansasbaptist.org/ad



www.arkansasbaptist.org 17   ACROSS ARKANSAS

ALMA – They run into burn-
ing buildings. They rescue 
those in danger. They enforce 
the law no matter the cost to 
themselves. They are firefight-
ers, police officers and sheriffs. 
And in a society apt to criticize 
them, Kibler Baptist Church 
in Alma has decided to take a 
stand to show their apprecia-
tion for them.

Kibler Baptist and more 
than 45 area businesses and 
80 volunteers partnered to 
hold a banquet called Circle 
of Service at the Van Buren 
High School commons Feb. 
15 to honor full-time police of-
ficers, firefighters and sheriffs 
in Crawford County. About 
300 people attended.

U.S. Rep. Steve Womack 
served as keynote speaker, and 
Charlotte V. Douglas, Arkan-
sas state representative from 
District 75, led the invocation. 
Mountain Top Catering ca-
tered the meal, and Don and 
Teri Bailey provided musical 
entertainment for the evening. 

Bibles, gifts and door prizes 
were given out.

“Kibler Baptist is very com-
munity- (and) outreach-mind-
ed,” said Leanna Hesslen, ad-
ministrative assistant at Kibler 
Baptist. “This past September 
the pastors were discussing 
on how (Kibler Baptist) could 
show our appreciation to the 
police, firemen and sheriffs in 
Crawford County, and next 
thing we knew, we were plan-
ning a banquet for them.”

“It has been my honor to 
serve as the pastor of Kibler 
Baptist Church for the past 
eight years,” said Eric Green, 
lead pastor at Kibler Baptist 
Church. “Growing up in the 
River Valley has been a very 
important part of my life. We 
are blessed with a great com-
munity, great schools and won-
derful towns.”  

He said such life and the 
promise of it for the future is 
made possible by those who 
serve each and every day.

“In light of events across 
this great nation and the im-
pending idea of freedoms and 
safeties being infringed upon, 
we want to express our value 
and appreciation toward those 
that serve Crawford County,” 
Green said. “From the sher-
iff’s department, to our local 
police departments, to our fire-
men stretched across this great 
county, we are putting together 
a night of honor and recogni-
tion for their service and sac-
rifice.”

Banquet honors firefighters, police, sheriffs

Flooring
Floors & More, Inc.
21286 Interstate 30
Benton, AR 72019
501-316-0267  FAX: 501-316-2533
Email: sales@floorsandmorear.com
www.floorsandmorear.com
Consultation/Statewide Services/Commercial 
Flooring/Carpet Squares/Gym Floors 

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national leader 
insuring churches in alliance with GuideStone. 
Call today or go online for property, liability, 
auto and worker’s comp quotes!

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Church Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at 501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 

or email ads@arkansasbaptist.org

Church life
First Baptist Church, Pine 

Bluff’s sanctuary choir will 

On the move
Stephen Thomas is serv-

ing as bi-vocational pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith. 

Jeff Parker is serving as  Ordinations
Calvary Baptist Church, 

Little Rock, ordained Lance 
Hines, Kappi Ross and Tod 
Alstadt as deacons Feb. 14.

First Baptist Church, Pine 

Bluff, ordained Blasius Awon-
sang, Scotty Bissing, Tommy 
Grace, Roger Minyard and 
Rodney Rodgers as deacons 
Jan. 10.

pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Kingsland. 

present “The Seven Last Days: 
A Tenebrae Service” by Joel 
Raney at 7 p.m. March 25. 
For more information, call the 
church at 870-534-4741.

Submit your church news today! 
jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org

501-376-4791, ext. 5153

A banquet held  Feb. 15 honored fire-
fighters, police officers and sheriffs.

SCRANTON – Valentine’s 
Day is known as a time for 
showing appreciation to 
one’s spouse. However, for 
the youth of First Baptist 
Church, Scranton, it is an 
opportunity to show appre-
ciation for their church.

Pastor Franklin Piercey 
said church members do a 
lot to support their youth, 
such as by funding their par-
ticipation in events. So for 
the past several years, First 
Baptist youth have held a 
Valentine’s banquet to show 
their appreciation. 

This year, the banquet was 
held Feb. 6. Piercey said they 
fed 50-plus people, which he 

noted is good for a church of 
their size. He said visitors are 
also invited. This provides a 
good witnessing opportunity 
and a way for visitors to see 
today’s youth in action.

Piercey said the youth dec-
orate, take pictures that are 
framed and given to attend-
ees and help fix and serve a 
meal. This year, they showed 
the movie “War Room.”

“They worked very hard 
to make this a very special 
night,” said Piercey.

The youth also took up a 
voluntary donation for the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Minis-
tries, collecting $400.

Scranton youth say thanks
First Baptist Church, Scranton, youth held a Valentine’s dinner for the church.
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OKLAHOMA CITY – J.C. 
Watts, an ordained Baptist 
minister who served four 
terms in the House of 
Representatives represent-
ing Oklahoma’s 
4th Congres-
sional District, 
succeeds Kevin 
Hagan, as presi-
dent and CEO 
of Feed the 
Children, a non-
profit relief min-
istry based in 
Oklahoma City. 
Watts took over 
Feb. 1. Hagan 
resigned last year 
to become chief executive 
of the American Diabetes 
Association in Reston, Va., 
according to Baptist News 
Global. 

Watts, onetime quar-
terback of the Oklahoma 
Sooner college football 
team who went on to play 

professionally in the Cana-
dian Football League, is a 
former youth minister and 
associate pastor of Sun-
nylane Southern Baptist 

Church in Del 
City, Okla.

Feed the Chil-
dren fired its 
founder Larry 
Jones, a Southern 
Baptist minister 
who founded the 
charity in 1979 
and made it a 
household name 
by appearing in 
television info-
mercials, follow-

ing a leadership dispute 
in 2009. In 2013, it was re-
vealed that Feed the Chil-
dren paid Jones $800,000 
in severance payment to 
settle a wrongful termina-
tion lawsuit filed when he 
was fired, the news service 
reported.

SHERWOOD – Whether you 
watch it for the game or the 
commercials, the Super Bowl 
has become an American tra-
dition. But for First Baptist 
Church, Sherwood, it’s about 
more than this. For them, the 
Super Bowl provides an oppor-
tunity to reach out to the 
community.

The church held its 
Super Bowl Blitz event 
Feb. 7. Members “blitzed” 
homes in neighborhoods 
around the church by 
handing out gift bags, 
which included microwave 
popcorn, hot chocolate 
packets, a box of candy 
and information about the 
church. Members targeted 
homes just off North Hills 
Boulevard between High-
way 107 and McCain Bou-
levard. About 750 homes 
received gift bags.

Dennis Smith, associate 
pastor of administration 
and education, said the 
church has found this is a 
time when more people are 
home. 

“We … used the game 
as a discussion-starter since all 
the goodies were snack-relat-
ed,” he said. “It was fun to see 
people’s faces when they real-

ized we were asking them to do 
absolutely nothing!”

Smith said about 85 people 
from the church took part.

“It was amazing how many 
of the people opened their 
doors to us,” said senior pas-
tor Richard “Ricky” Lee. “The 

bags contained a clear presen-
tation of the gospel and invi-
tations to the ministry of our 
church. Many ministry connec-

tions were made. As pastor, I 
was extremely excited to see 
our church family outside the 
doors of the church sharing 
the love of Christ.” 

 “Our family has always en-
joyed being a part of reaching 
out to others in the commu-

nity,” said church member 
and Sunday school teacher 
Jo Ann Fish. “It is also a 
great way to let our neigh-
bors know that we really do 
care about them – by taking 
out time from our day to 
visit with them or just drop 
by with some goodies.”

She added that it also 
fosters relationships be-
tween church members 
themselves.

“We also enjoy working 
with our church family. You 
get to grow closer to them 
too. It’s a bond that grows 
stronger when you really 
know someone,” she said.

Smith added, “We have 
had several comments from 
neighbors appreciating the 
gifts. Several families gave 
unsolicited information to 
our people at the door so 

the church can follow up. (It’s 
a) great way for a church mem-
ber to do missions without 
being scared!”

Super Bowl Blitz blesses Sherwood

JC Watts to lead Feed 
the Children ministry

Watts

PRAYER WORKSHOP, EVANGELISM CONF. – Arkansas Baptists were encour-
aged to seek God in prayer during the Arkansas Baptist Prayer Leaders’ Workshop and 
subsequent State Conference on Evangelism and Church Health held in late January.

Children (above) pack bags for First Baptist Church, Sherwood’s Super Bowl Blitz. Pastor Richard “Ricky” Lee (below) and his 
3-year-old grandson, Gideon, were among those who took part in the project, which involved handing out gift bags in neigh-
borhoods surrounding the church.

We want to hear from you!
Send us your pictures, stories, ideas, thoughts, etc.!

jeanie@arkansasbaptist.org
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Ann Hibbard
Hensley

Such familiarity resides in the 
story of Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1:1-11), 
doesn’t it? He gathers His disciples, tells 
them to wait for the Holy Spirit and 
then commissions them before ascend-
ing into heaven. 

But in the midst 
of such familiar-
ity resides an event 
that shakes us to 
the core when we 
truly consider it. 
We see a group of 
disciples experienc-
ing profound con-
fusion. Jesus’ resurrection 
had renewed their hopes 
for a restored kingdom. If 
even death could not hold 
Him down, what on Earth 
could possibly defeat Him? 
Surely, He now intended 
to exert His ultimate au-
thority! 

But instead of leading 
His disciples to victory, 
Jesus leaves them with the 
unfathomable responsibil-
ity of building His Church. No wonder 
they stand staring into the sky! 

The most beautiful reality of this 
whole scene lies in the fact that Jesus 
knew their confusion. He knew their 
incapability and capacity for failure. 
Yet, He entrusted His Church into 
their hands anyway. Why? Because He 

knew they were willing vessels, and 
that willingness offered the perfect tool 
through which His Spirit could – and 
would – build the Church. 

Have you ever felt as they did that 
spring day? Do you ever stare into the 

face of what the 
Lord has called 
you to do and feel 
utterly incapable? 
Then you are in 
good company. 

Just like those 
first disciples, you 
are entrusted with 

Christ’s Church. You 
have been commissioned 
as a witness, a vessel bear-
ing His Holy Spirit “even 
to the remotest part of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8).

I love the end of this 
passage. In Acts 1:10-
11, angels appear to the 
stunned disciples and 
bring them to their sens-
es. It’s just the nudge the 
disciples need to stop 

gawking and head back to town. Not 
long afterward, they receive the Holy 
Spirit and take the world by storm. 

Let this story be your nudge as well, 
entrusted one. Be the witness God has 
created you to be and join the legacy 
entrusted to all believers on that hill-
side years ago.

In John 6:35-40, Jesus reveals where 
true contentment lies. 

He declares, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty” (John 6:35).

Can you imag-
ine the baff led 
expressions on 
the people’s faces? 
Never be hungry 
or thirsty? What 
was Jesus talk-
ing about? What 
the crowd did 

not understand was that 
they needed forgiveness 
and eternal life from the 
Bread of Life.

Furthermore, Jesus 
promised that anyone 
who believed that He was 
the Messiah would never 
be separated from Him. 
Romans 8:38-39 clearly 
states that nothing – not 
even Satan and his de-
mons – will ever separate 

us from the love of Christ. 
The truth to be gleaned from this 

passage is quite simple: Though we live 
in an “I want it now” world, the things 
of this world are fleeting. We need to 
find our contentment in the One who 
can supply all our needs and more – 
Jesus our Savior.

I love the activity of the disciples 
in the interval between Acts 1:11 and 
Acts 2:1. They devoted themselves to 
prayer (Acts 1:14) and took it upon 
themselves to cast lots and replace 
Judas with Matthias (Acts 1:26). I find 
great delight in 
their desire to ac-
tively wait, rather 
than simply twid-
dle their thumbs. 

I also chuckle a 
bit when I read this 
passage, though. 
Jesus had just en-
trusted His Church to this 
group of faithful follow-
ers, commissioning them 
to be His witnesses to the 
ends of the Earth. But in-
stead of allowing them to 
get to work immediately, 
He commanded them to 
descend from that lofty 
commission to a time of 
solitary waiting. 

Yes, I just have to laugh, 
because God does that 
with us so many times, does He not? He 
commissions us and then makes us wait 
– for waiting prepares us to become em-
powered. 

We see this beautiful empowerment 
in Acts 2:1-4 when the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon the faithful disciples. But 
had it not been for the waiting period, 

this scene might have looked very dif-
ferent. 

Consider these realities:
Waiting gave the disciples a sense 

of unity. Acts 2:1 tells us they were all 
together in one place. They didn’t have 

to come in from a 
variety of locations 
at the last min-
ute. They waited 
together and in 
unity.

Waiting gave 
them the right 
frame of mind. 

Devotion to prayer in this 
time of waiting prepared 
the disciples, mentally and 
spiritually, to receive the 
empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit without reservation. 

Finally, waiting made 
them intentional. Had 
they jumped right into 
the work, the arrival of 
the Holy Spirit could have 
been seen as an interrup-
tion, rather than an em-

powerment. 
Empowerment does not come 

when we go through life our own way 
and hope that the Spirit lands on 
us at some point. It comes when we 
wait – not in idle complacency, but in 
unity, in active prayer and with inten-
tionality.

I suffer from a slight case of night 
blindness. I cannot tell you how many 
times I have fallen or stumbled over 
obstacles on a dark night. If I am out-
doors when it gets dark, I need the help 
of a light to direct my steps. When the 
path in front of 
me is illuminated, 
I have confidence 
that my steps will 
not falter. 

Likewise, in my 
spiritual life, I have 
found that if I keep 
my eyes focused on 
the Lord, He will guide my 
life.

As John 8:12-19 un-
folds, we find Jesus teach-
ing in the Temple sur-
rounded by a crowd of 
people and the Pharisees. 
Jesus reveals a profound 
truth about His identity 
when He states in John 
8:12, “I am the light 
of the world. Whoever  
follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.”

Although the Pharisees knew the 
Scriptures, they found Jesus’ statement 
absurd and challenged Him to provide 
witnesses to His claim. Sadly, these reli-
gious leaders failed to realize they were 
in the presence of the long-awaited 

Messiah and challenged Jesus to prove 
who He was.

Jesus replied to the religious leaders, 
“You do not know me or my Father” 
(John 8:19).

Time and again Jesus had told the 
truth, stating who 
He was and who 
had sent Him, and 
yet the Pharisees 
and the people of 
the land could not 
see Truth standing 
before them. They 
chose to live in the 

darkness of their igno-
rance.

I believe there are 
three truths we can take 
from this passage. 

First, Jesus speaks the 
truth, for He is Truth. 
We never have to ques-
tion who He is or what 
He says. 

Second, Jesus is the 
Light of the World. As 
His followers, we can 

let His light shine through us so that 
the lost world can come to know the 
Truth. 

Last, as long as we look to Jesus for 
direction, we can avoid the pitfalls of 
sin in our lives. His light will illumi-
nate the direction in which we are to 
go.
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Our world’s philosophy teaches that 
we need more money, possessions and 
more of everything. We work ourselves 
into depression, health crises and 
sometimes an early grave in order to 
have the best homes, vacations or the 
latest technological 
gadgets. Living in 
this manner means 
we can never be 
satisfied. The only 
source of content-
ment is Jesus.

In the earlier 
part of John 6, 
Jesus performed a mira-
cle by feeding 5,000-plus 
people with a simple meal 
from a little boy. The 
crowd praised Jesus for 
filling their hungry bellies. 

They must have thought, 
“Wow! If this Man can feed 
us with five loaves of bread 
and two fish, then think 
about all He could give us 
if we make Him king!” 

Sadly, these people 
missed the message in the meal. John 
6:26-27 makes note that although they 
had been satisfied with full stomachs 
a few hours earlier, the crowd went in 
search of Jesus not because of who He 
was, but because their stomachs were 
growling again. They were searching 
for the temporal, not the eternal.

Our need for contentment 
JOHN 6:26-27, 35-40
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Empowered 
ACTS 2:1-15
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Our need for direction 
JOHN 8:12-19
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