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“The spirit of Christ certainly had 
prevailed on that April day.”

Appomattox : 
150 years later

page 12

‘He has risen!’ Arkansas Baptists celebrate Easter
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 
across Arkansas celebrated 
Christ’s resurrection and vic-
tory over death Easter Sunday 
April 5. Celebrations and ac-
tivities ranged from sunrise 
services to dramatized produc-
tions to Easter egg hunts. 

The Jonesboro Family 
Care Home, a ministry of the 
Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Homes and Family Ministries, 
held a small prayer service in 
the home’s new prayer garden. 
Seven people connected to the 
home gathered for the service 
before all going to their own 
churches’ Easter services.

“Most everybody I talked 
to said it was the highlight of 
their Easter. It gave us a chance 
to focus on the true meaning 
of Easter,” said Debi Walker, 
resident manager at the home.

First Baptist Church, 
Prescott, held a sunrise service 
as part of their celebration. 
They gathered in their gym 

for the service, which was fol-
lowed by a breakfast, according 
to the church’s Facebook page. 

Many churches held Easter 
productions on or around Eas-
ter Sunday. The adult 
choir of First Baptist 
Church, Hamburg, 
presented the musical 
“When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.” 
The adult choir of 
First Baptist Church, 
Ashdown, presented 
“Salvation’s Story: A 
Praise and Worship 
Musical for Easter.” 
The adult choir of 
First Baptist Church, 
Harrison, presented 
“Kingdom, Power 
and Glory” during 
the Easter morning 
worship service.

“He’s Alive: A Story of the 
Life, Ministry and Passion of 
Christ” was presented by the 
worship and music ministry 

of Park Hill Baptist Church, 
North Little Rock, Saturday 
and Sunday, April 4-5.

About 6,500 people saw 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 

Church, Little Rock’s per-
formance of “The Kingdom” 
over the course of three nights 
the weekend of Easter. Sixty 
people indicated they accepted 

Christ, and 202 people indi-
cated they recommitted their 
lives to Christ, according to 
Jon Skelley, music and wor-
ship pastor at the church.

“Many lives have 
been impacted by 
this presentation – 
those who accepted 
Christ and believers 
whose faith has been 
strengthened by the 
visual reminder of 
His incredible sac-
rifice,” said Skelley. 
“What a privilege (it 
is) to be a part of this 
life-changing presen-
tation.”

Lead Pastor Jeff 
Williams added, “I 
was overwhelmed 
by the incredible 

crowds each night. I could not 
be more proud of the 300 vol-
unteers and leaders that gave 

The ABN classi� eds have a new, 
more readable design!

Read them on Page 10.
The ABN classi� eds are a great way to advertise for your church or business. 

You can now submit a classi� ed ad via the ABN website at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ad

Cuba trip con� rms SBC 
president’s call to prayer
Maria Elena Baseler
International Mission Board

BAYAMO, Cuba (BP) – 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) President Ronnie Floyd 
believes the church planting 
movement sweeping Cuba 
could happen in the United 
States if Southern Baptists 
and other U.S. believers com-
mit themselves to “extraordi-
nary prayer for the next great 
awakening.” 

“There has never been any 
great movement of God ... 
that was not first preceded by 
extraordinary prayer of God’s 
people. And we need a mighty 
spiritual awakening in our 
nation,” said Floyd, who last 

year began an ongoing call to 
Southern Baptists to pray for a 
spiritual awakening that could 
have a global impact. 

While visiting Cuba for the 
first time in late March, Floyd 
saw firsthand the fruits of a 
spiritual awakening that began 
in the island nation more than 
two decades ago. 

“It’s obvious that there has 
been a mighty move of God 
here. ... And prayer preceded 
this movement,” Floyd, pastor 
of Cross Church in northwest 
Arkansas, said while in Cuba. 

At the invitation of the 
International Mission Board 
(IMB), Floyd traveled to Cuba 

Ronnie Floyd, pastor of Cross Church in northwest Arkansas and president of the Southern Baptist Convention, mingles 
with Cuban Christians during his visit to the country  in March. Photo courtesy of Baptist Press

See EASTER page 8

Walter Moon plays the role of Jesus Christ during Geyer Springs 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock’s Easter pageant titled “The 
Kingdom” April 3-5.

Dan Jordan  
announces 
retirement
LITTLE ROCK – Dan Jor-
dan, director of business 
affairs for the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC), is retiring June 1 

after 29 
years of ser-
vice with 
the conven-
tion.

Jordan’s 
duties with 
the conven-
tion have 
in c lu d e d 
d i rec t ing 

convention business mat-
ters, budget preparation 
and risk management and 
insurance issues for the 

See JORDAN page 2

Jordan

See FLOYD page 8
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Legislators want statue
of Graham at Capitol   
CHARLOTTE, N.C. – 
North Carolina legislators 
want to put a statue of 
evangelist Billy Graham in 
the U.S. Capitol building 
in the National Statuary 
Hall Collection, replac-
ing former Gov. Charles 
B. Aycock as one of two 
North Carolinians memo-
rialized there, the Charlotte 
Observer reported. Aycock, 
who served from 1901 to 
1905, has come under fire 
recently for his white su-
premacist views. Republi-
can-sponsored bills in the 
state House and Senate 
call for putting a Graham 
statue in Aycock’s place, 
describing him as some-
one who “continues to 
inspire the world with his 
good works.”

Moore: ‘Stakes high’ 
as SC debates marriage
WASHINGTON (BP) – 
Russell Moore, president 
of the Ethics and Reli-
gious Liberty Commis-
sion (ERLC), has called 
Southern Baptists to 
pray as the U.S. Supreme 
Court hears oral argu-
ments regarding same-sex 
marriage April 28. It is 
expected the justices will 
issue an opinion before 
they adjourn this sum-
mer. If so, gay marriage 
could be legal throughout 
the country by the end 
of June or states could 
maintain their author-
ity to define marriage as 
only between a man and a 
woman. Moore acknowl-
edged the enormity of the 
Supreme Court’s action.
“The stakes are high,” 
he told Baptist Press in a 
written statement. “The 
price of getting marriage 
wrong is steep, and as 
in the rest of the Sexual 
Revolution, children will 
foot much of the bill. It 
matters tremendously to 
our nation and to future 
generations that we agree 
with God on this.”

Tanton named Ark. Baptist News � eld strategist
LITTLE ROCK – Dewayne 
Tanton, former associational 
missionary for Harmony Bap-
tist Association in Pine Bluff, 
has been named Arkansas Bap-
tist News (ABN) field strategist 
effective April 9.

As field strategist, Tanton 
will travel throughout Arkan-
sas meeting with pastors, as-
sociational missionaries and 
other ministry leaders with the 
goal of increasing participation 
in the ABN’s ministry through 
subscriptions, advertising and 
overall mission cooperation.

Upon his retirement in 
2014, Tanton cited building 
relationships with pastors as 

his favorite aspect of his 16-
year tenure as Harmony asso-
ciation’s associational mission-
ary. He said he feels working 
as field strategist for 
the ABN will give him 
the opportunity to con-
tinue his call to minis-
ter to pastors across 
Arkansas, while help-
ing them understand 
how they can strength-
en their relationship 
with the newspaper as 
a ministry partner.

“As a former Arkansas 
Baptist pastor, associational 
missionary and ABN board 
member, Dewayne Tanton is 

uniquely qualified to share the 
mission of the ABN with key 
Arkansas Baptist leaders,” said 
Tim Yarbrough, ABN editor/

executive director, in 
announcing Tanton’s 
appointment.

Yarbrough added, 
“It is critically impor-
tant for Southern Bap-
tists in Arkansas to 
understand the impor-
tance of the ministry 
of their state Baptist 
newspaper and state 

Baptist convention as we part-
ner together to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ across 
the state.”

Prior to Harmony associa-
tion, Tanton served as minis-
ter of music at Watson Chapel 
Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, 
from 1981 to 1999, and as 
minister of music and youth 
at Trinity Baptist Church, 
Carthage, Miss., from 1977 to 
1981.

A native of Alabama, Tan-
ton is a graduate of Mississippi 
College in Clinton, Miss., 
Clarke College in Newton, 
Miss., and Satsuma High 
School in Satsuma, Ala. 

Tanton and his wife, Boni-
ta, have been married 44 years. 
They have four children and 
five grandchildren.

continued from page one
JORDAN
ABSC Executive Board. He 
often assists church leaders 
with tax and legal issues and 
provides oversight to account-
ing, financial management 
and computer services. 

“The last three decades serv-
ing our churches and leaders 
has challenged me beyond 
what I ever imagined,” said Jor-
dan. “God has permitted me 
to know and serve alongside 
His choicest servants and to be 
a part of His plan in making a 
difference in the lives of many 
here in Arkansas. 

“Those that I have worked 
with made my job possible 
and easier, and any successes 
were due to their faithful and 
dedicated service to the Lord. 

I am a good example of one 
who was always able to work 
with folks who were better and 
smarter than me. If there is 
any applause about the work I 
have been involved in here, it 
must be directed to those who 
put their hearts and shoulders 
to the daily calling to serve oth-
ers. I have been blessed and 
benefited from their efforts 
and obedience.”

J. D. “Sonny” Tucker, 
ABSC executive director, said 
working with Jordan has been 
an “incredible blessing.”

“He has been a fantas-
tic friend to Arkansas Bap-
tists, the Executive Board 
staff and to me personally,” 
Tucker said. “He is one of the 
most gifted men I know. He 
has provided a constant stream 
of leadership, business guid-
ance and humor. I am very 

thankful that he has agreed to 
keep on with us on a part-time 
basis so that he may continue 
to be a blessing and yet release 
some of the intense load that 
he has carried.”

Prior to coming to the 
ABSC, Jordan was the direc-
tor of business services with 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Before serving 
in Baptist life, he worked in 
lumber management and as a 
wholesale representative. He 
graduated from Lamar Uni-
versity. He is also certified in 
risk management for churches 
and schools.

Jordan’s future plans in-
clude working as a consul-
tant to assist churches for 
several years and pursuing 
some of his lifelong dreams 
and passions.

“I don’t know anyone who 
has enjoyed kingdom work as 
much, had more fun or who 
(has) been blessed to serve 
with so many men and women 
of faith as I have,” Jordan said. 
“When I consider past years, 
I honestly have no regrets. 
There are some things I would 
do differently, but I know that 
God has often used my weak-
nesses instead of my strengths, 
forcing me to rely upon Him 
to face the issues of the day. 
I trust that He will continue 
to show us what we are to do 
next as we move beyond full-
time work!”

He and his wife of 44 
years, Karen, reside in Hot 
Springs Village and attend 
Crossgate Church in Hot 
Springs. They have two 
adult children and seven 
grandchildren.

Ark. OKs 10 Commandments on Capitol grounds
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed 
into law April 8 legislation 
that allows a private group 
to erect a monument of the 
biblical Ten Command-
ments on the state Capitol 
grounds, the Arkansas Demo-
crat-Gazette reported. 

Lawmakers approved a 
bill April 1 that would allow 
a private group to erect a 
monument. Senate Bill 939 
by Sen. Jason Rapert, R-Bi-
gelow, passed through the 
House of Representatives on 
a 72-7 vote and was delivered 
to the office of Hutchinson. 

The legislation signed 
by the governor requires 
the secretary of state to 
arrange for the privately 

funded monument. 
Erection of the monument 

will not involve public money, 
the Democrat-Gazette reported, 
and would be modeled after 
similar monuments that have 
been erected 
in other public 
venues, includ-
ing the Texas 
Capitol. Rep. 
Kim Hammer, 
R-Benton, the 
bill’s House 
c o - s p o n s o r , 
said that the purpose of the 
monument was not to assert 
the dominance or preference 
of one religion, the Democrat-
Gazette said.

Senate Bill 939 states that 
“placing a monument to the 

Ten Commandments on the 
grounds of the Arkansas State 
Capitol would help the people 
of the United States and of 
the state of Arkansas to know 
the Ten Commandments as 

the moral founda-
tion of the law,” the 
newspaper reported.

Rita Sklar, ex-
ecutive director of 
the American Civil 
Liberties Union of 
Arkansas said the 
group may file a 

legal challenge to the monu-
ment.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld the constitutionality 
of a similar display in Texas 
in 2005, the Democrat-Gazette 
reported. A newer display 

in Kentucky, on the other 
hand, was struck down on 
constitutional grounds. A 
lawsuit is pending before the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court 
after a county judge ruled a 
monument at the Oklaho-
ma Capitol could stay.

In 2004, a monument of 
the Ten Commandments 
was removed from the Ala-
bama state judicial building 
grounds, after a court ruled 
that the display violated the 
U.S. Constitution’s princi-
ple of separation of religion 
and government. Alabama 
Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Roy Moore had placed 
the 2.6-ton granite monu-
ment in the state building 
two years earlier.

Tanton
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Law prohibits abortions
paid with ObamaCare
PHOENIX (BP) – Arizo-
na’s governor has signed 
into law a bill that pro-
hibits abortion insurance 
from being purchased 
through ObamaCare’s 
taxpayer-subsidized insur-
ance program. The bill 
also requires abortionists 
to inform women that two-
step chemical abortions 
can be reversed. Both leg-
islative houses passed the 
bill, signed into law March 
30, along party lines 
after a House committee 
amended it to include the 
informed consent require-
ment. The abortion insur-
ance prohibition prevents 
women from buying tax-
payer subsidized abortion 
insurance except in cases 
of rape, incest or threats to 
the health of the mother. 
The informed consent re-
quirement is the first law 
of its kind to pass in the 
United States.

Christians fined in 
same-sex cases
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– A Washington state 
great-grandmother, who 
was ordered to pay $1,001 
to the state for refusing to 
create a flower arrange-
ment for a long-time cus-
tomer’s same-sex wedding, 
has raised more than 
$100,000 from support-
ers. Meanwhile, a pizza 
parlor in northern Indi-
ana that received death 
threats after its co-owner 
said she would not cater 
a gay wedding has raised 
more than $840,000 
from supporters, accord-
ing to news reports. The 
70-year-old f lorist, Bar-
ronelle Stutzman, report-
edly raised the funds in a 
crowdfunding campaign 
through gofundme.com 
that was set up by a friend 
in February. The donated 
money is intended for po-
tential legal bills, accord-
ing to a note for Stutzman 
on the gofundme.com 
site.

DR volunteers assist in boys ranch cleanup
Jessica Vanderpool
Arkansas Baptist News

HARRISON – Cleanup began 
almost immediately after sev-
eral buildings and residences 
at the Arkansas Baptist Boys 
Ranch were damaged early 
April 3 when a tornado ripped 
through northern Arkansas. 

The boys ranch is a ministry 
of the Arkansas Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes and Family Min-
istries (ABCHomes).

The 27 residents and 10 
staff at the boys ranch were 
shaken up during the EF1 tor-
nado, but there were no inju-
ries at the 500-acre ranch, lo-
cated seven miles north of Har-
rison. The National Weather 
Service in North Little Rock 
confirmed the tornado and 
rated it as an EF1 with winds 
from 86 to 110 mph.

“When the houseparents 
began getting alerts on their 
phones about 
the storm, it 
was coming 
through,” said 
David Perry, AB-
CHomes execu-
tive director. 

The tornado 
reached the 
ranch at about 
12:45 a.m., Perry 
said. 

The ranch’s 
Independence 
Hall collapsed 
in the storm, 
but no one was 
in the building 
that serves as independent liv-
ing quarters for older teenag-
ers. A chimney was ripped off, 
leaving a hole in the ceiling at 
the Arapaho Family Home; a 
hay barn was blown away, and 
a horse barn’s new roof was 
heavily damaged. Two addi-
tional family homes received 

major roof damage, while six 
other buildings received some 
damage. Trees were uprooted, 
and a walk-in freezer was de-
stroyed, as well.

Ranch resident Camerson 
Kinzer, 16, won’t soon forget 

this experience. 
“When it hit, 

it was loud and 
not really trau-
matizing, but it 
was scary,” said 
Kinzer.

O r i g i n a l l y 
from Arizona, 
Kinzer said he’s 
never experi-
enced a tornado 
before.

“It’s only 
an EF1, and 
just imagine 
what people 
go through on 

EF5s; it’s traumatizing. I’m re-
ally just grateful that my Lord 
was there to protect all of us 
and no one got hurt,” he said.

The Jones Chapel and 
Hannah House received 
minimal damage. Perry es-
timates the damage to the 
property to be hundreds of 

thousands of dollars.
“God’s at the top of our 

ministry and He helped us 
through this experience today, 
and so it’s at the right place, 
just to look at it still standing 
is an encouraging thing,” Perry 
said, pointing to the chapel 
bell tower.

Perry said the hay barn will 
need to be rebuilt. Other re-
building decisions will be 
made at a later date. Cleanup 
will take weeks.

Three Arkansas Baptist di-
saster relief (DR) teams were 
deployed to the ranch fol-
lowing the tornado. They in-
cluded chainsaw teams from 
the White River Baptist and 
Northwest Baptist associa-
tions, which have helped cut 
up downed trees and clean up 
debris, as well as a feeding unit 
from North Arkansas Baptist 
Association, which has served 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 
to residents, staff and contrac-
tors. Western Sizzlin’ and the 
Main Street Outlet, both of 
Harrison, have provided food.

Randy Garrett, Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention di-
saster relief director, said the 

teams have also been able to 
help repair fence rows at the 
ranch. He noted this is not 
the usual type of work done by 
these teams, but they had the 
ability and skills to step in and 
help where it was needed.

“We were able to ‘provide 
help, healing and hope’ to the 
ranch through our DR minis-
try,” Garrett said.

ABCHomes personnel re-
ported that at this early stage 
in the disaster relief process, 
additional volunteers are not 
needed. Additional help, how-
ever, will be requested at a later 
date. Those interested in vol-
unteering can email jhunt@
abchomes.org.

The boys ranch serves boys 
who need a place to live, boys 
with family conflict issues or 
boys in need of behavioral 
guidance. Residents range in 
ages from 6 to 17. Up to 32 
adolescent boys are cared for 
in four ranch cottages, where 
they live with their housepar-
ents. Residents attend Berg-
man Public Schools. The 
ranch was established in 1989.

Contact Jessica Vanderpool at 
jessica@arkansasbaptist.org.

Mother of Year deadline extended to April 26
THE DEADLINE for the 
Arkansas Baptist News’ (ABN) 
11th annual A Tribute to 
Godly Mothers essay contest 
has been extended to April 
26.

In an effort to honor all 
mothers, each year the ABN 
selects a Mother of the Year 
based on entries. 

The ABN issue prior to 
Mother’s Day announces the 

winner and includes a tribute 
to the winner, which will be 
chosen based on the quality of 
motherhood, godliness of the 
woman being honored and the 
readability of the essay submit-
ted.

The winning mother will re-
ceive a special gift and will be 
honored in her church May 3. 
To honor your mother or an-
other mother you feel deserves 

recognition, send the ABN a 
tribute about the mother you 
wish to nominate.

Tributes should be no more 
than 300 words and should 
include the mother’s full 
name and church home. They 
should also include the phone 
number and email address of 
the submitter.

The mother you nominate 
must be a current member of 

an Arkansas Southern Bap-
tist church.

All tributes should be re-
ceived in the ABN office no 
later than 11:59 p.m., Sun-
day, April 26.

To make a nomination, 
send your tribute to Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington 
Dr., Little Rock, AR 72204, 
or email it to jeanie@arkan-
sasbaptist.org.

Disaster relief volunteers clean up debris on the grounds of the Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch near Harrison. A disaster relief 
volunteer  (below) prepares food during the cleanup efforts.
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Editorial&Opinion “Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have...”
 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin 
and heal their land.”

The passage parallels the 
convention’s focus on prayer 
for revival and awakening. 

We don’t 
need to be 
r e m i n d -
ed that 
America is 
in desper-
ate need 
of revival. 
Just read 
the news. 

Arkansas Baptists can play 
a key role in bringing revival 
and spiritual awakening to our 
beleaguered land.

So, please join me and 
other Arkansas Baptists May 
17 to pray not only for the role 
of the ABN in telling the story 
of Arkansas Baptists, but for 
the work being done across 

I t’s that time of year when 
the Arkansas Baptist News 

(ABN) and the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
partner together to provide 
churches with bulletin inserts 
to help re-
mind people  
of how God 
is using Ar-
kansas Bap-
tists to bring 
literally 
thousands 
of people 
to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

May 17 has been designated 
as the official 2015 ABN Day 
of Prayer.

The focal Scripture passage 
of this year’s Day of Prayer is 2 
Chronicles 7:14 (ESV): “If my 
people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, and pray and 
seek my face and turn from their 

ABN Day of Prayer celebrates God’s work in Ark.

PRESSING 
ON 

Tim Yarbrough
Phil. 3:14

the Natural State through the 
ministry of Arkansas Baptist 
churches and institutions.

Every week we are told of 
the great work God is doing 
through Arkansas Baptists and 
our churches. What a privi-
lege it is to play a small part 
in making those stories known 
throughout the state! I want 
you to know that our staff and 
board of directors are pray-
ing along with you and your 
church for a mighty movement 
of God in 2015.

To help your church pro-
mote the special emphasis, 
special bulletin inserts will 
be mailed to all churches the 
week of May 3. The insert is 
being produced by the ABN in 
cooperation with ABSC execu-
tive and administrative team. 
One side is specifically about 
the ABN Day of Prayer. The 
other side includes informa-

The priority of love
love the sinner?  

Jesus was criticized as a 
“Friend of sinners.” I for one 
am glad this is true, because if 
He weren’t my Friend in spite 
of my fallen self, where would 

I be? I shud-
der to think. 
Yet, we 
know that 
the people 
who loved 
Jesus the 
most were 
often the un-
savory type 

on whom church leaders 
would keep a watchful eye if 
they happened into one of 
our church services today. So 
what does true love involve? 

Love is messy. It is easy to 
love the loveable. It isn’t quite 
so easy to love those who are 
bound in the clutches of sin. 

Speaking the truth in love,” 
from Ephesians 4:15, is a 

popular phrase that expresses 
our belief that we must be 
clear about sin while also lov-
ing people. 

We say, 
“Truth 
without love 
is legalism, 
and love 
without 
truth is lib-
eralism.”

I some-
times won-
der how serious we are about 
loving people whose lifestyles 
are totally opposite what we 
believe to be right and godly. 
We often say that we should 
“love the sinner but hate the 
sin.” Truthfully, we seem to 
do a pretty good job hating 
the sin. Do we also 

Jesus came to save sinners, 
but before He saved them, 
He loved them. Are we asking 
people to be clean before we 
will love them?

Love requires real invest-
ment. People can tell when 
they are loved, and real 
love requires personal in-
vestment. To love another 
person is to spend time 
with them, to be commit-
ted to them, to be available 
to them and to be vulner-
able before them.

As the child of a preach-
er, I learned early on that 
sometimes it is difficult to 
be close to people, especially 
when those people have the 
potential to hurt us emotion-
ally. Yet, if we are to love 
others, we must be willing 
to risk experiencing loss. Ev-
eryone we love will not come 

to Christ. Yet, we are called 
to love anyway. Think of all 
the people in the world that 
have rejected the wonderful, 
matchless, agape love of an 

almighty God. Yet, He contin-
ues loving.

Love demands patience. 
In 1 Corinthians 13:4, it says, 
“Love is patient, love is kind.” 
We often view love as a means 
to an end. That is, we use love 
as a way to change a person. 

VIEWPOINT

Kim Reeder
 Barton Chapel 
Baptist Church 

Tyronza

We talk about “loving people 
to Jesus.” What if they never 
come to Him? What will we 
do in the meantime? Will we 
still love them? 

You see, love with 
strings is not love at all. 
To love someone is to risk 
never being loved back, 
and this is exactly what 
God does for us. So yes, 
we should absolutely be 
grieved at the toll sin has 
taken on the lives of those 
we love. We should stand 
against sin in society, and 
we should speak truth 

in the lives of those around 
us. At the end of the day, we 
should strive to be just like 
Jesus – the Friend of sinners.

Kim Reeder is pastor of Barton 
Chapel Baptist Church in Ty-
ronza and a frequent contributor 
to the Arkansas Baptist News.

Cartoon by Gary Thomas

tion about the Cooperative 
Program and its impact in Ar-
kansas.

Please consider inviting an 
ABN staff or board member 

to your church during May to 
speak in support of the empha-
sis.  To do so, please call 501-
376-4791, ext. 5153, or email 
abn@arkansasbaptist.org.
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Support the ABN Endowment Fund
An endowment fund for the Arkansas Baptist News (ABN) has been established at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation. 
Consider helping to secure the future of o�  cial news journal of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention for years to 
come by including the ABN in your will or by making a contribution to the ABN Endowment Fund. Please contact 
Bobby Thomas at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation at 501-376-0732 or 800-798-0969.

Taking the ‘kingdom path’

‘Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you’Family Matters
Graduation

W  hat began as a birth an-
nouncement during a 

sermon on a Sunday morning in 
1997 will soon end with a gradua-
tion announcement. In a few short 
weeks, many of you will be receiv-
ing graduation an-
nouncements from 
friends and family 
members informing 
you of someone’s 
approaching gradu-
ation from high 
school or college. 
My oldest daugh-
ter, Megan, will be 
sending announcements out as 
she prepares to graduate from high 
school. As of this writing, accord-
ing to my “Legacy Countdown” 
iPhone application, Megan has 
52 days, 23 hours and 12 minutes 
before she graduates, but who’s 
counting? 

I knew this day was eventually 
coming, but so soon? She has been 
under our influence and guid-
ance for 18 years, and now she will 
launch from our home to fulfill 
God’s call in her life.

Estimates today say that it costs 
over $250,000 to raise a child – 
college not included. I don’t know 
if we’ve spent that much on our 
graduate, but I do know that we 
have spent so much time, energy, 
sweat, prayers and tears to get her 
to this point that you might as well 
triple that amount for all the non-
monetary investments. Has it been 
worth it? Yes – every penny! Just 
because graduation ends her high 
school education doesn’t mean 
my responsibility has ended. If you 
have a graduate in your family, 
then invest in them as they begin 
this new stage of life.

– Guide them with wise advice 
from Scripture (2 Tim. 3:14-17).

– Reflect on your past and share 
insight from your experiences 
(Prov. 4:1-4).

– Discuss the imperative of stay-
ing connected and involved in a 
local church (Heb. 10:25).

– Undergird them consistently 
in prayer to abide and bear fruit 
for God’s glory (John 15:5-8).

– Alert them to the challenges, 
temptations and trials they will 
face (1 Pet. 5:8-10).

– Talk consistently with them 
about growing daily in their walk 
with Christ (Psa. 1).

– Expand their vision to make 
a worldwide kingdom impact for 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:19-20).

Ben Phillips serves on the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention evangelism 
and church health team.

Phillips

On March 16, I celebrated my 50th birthday. I used to 
think 50 was old; not anymore. You are only old if 

you are 132. Even though I am 50 physically, I am only 25 
spiritually. In 1990 at Wynne Baptist Church in Wynne, 
after a revival service, I was born again. I was made alive. I 
became a new person. 

I grew up in Biscoe Baptist Church in Biscoe under great 
Christian parents. I made a decision 
at 9 years of age and was baptized, 
but I was not saved. There was no 
fruit of the Spirit. I learned very 
quickly how to be “good with the 
good and bad with the bad.” 

While attending college, I became 
a part of a fraternity, and during my 
senior year of college, while attend-
ing a fraternity party, I watched a 
married alumnus begin to scheme upon a young college 
woman. 

Something in my mind clicked, and I remember saying, 
“This is not right. My daddy has taught me better than 
this. I don’t want to be like this person.” 

So I began to try to change myself. I quit drinking. I quit 
cussing. I started going to church. I told Angie – my wife 
of 27 years now – that I loved her and wanted to marry 
her and that I would be a good husband. But I still had a 
guilty conscience. I was separated from God. No matter 
how many good things I tried to do to cross out the bad in 
my life, my good was not good enough, and the guilt of my 
past actions was heavy upon me. 

In March of 1990, evangelist Jerry Pipes was preaching 
at Wynne Baptist Church. I was sitting on the back row, 
minding my own business, and the Holy Spirit got ahold 
of me. I got under severe conviction. The guilt of my sins 
was great. I saw myself before a holy God. 

I went home that night and opened the Bible to Ephe-
sians 2:8: “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith.” 

I cried out to Christ and asked Him to save me. I asked 
Him to cleanse my mind, heart, soul and spirit. That 
night, 25 years ago, I was born again. Later, I was baptized 
by immersion. 

The Bible says in 1 Peter 3:21 (NASB), “Corresponding 
to that, baptism now saves you – not the removal of dirt 
from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience 

– through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  
“Corresponding” points back to the ark 

being the salvation that carried Noah and 
his family through the waters of judgment. It 
is very clear in this passage that Peter is not 
referring to water immersion or water regen-
eration, but immersion into Christ’s death 
and His resurrection as salvation. That is why 
Peter made it very clear that baptism is not 
the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an ap-

peal to God for a good conscience. 
“Baptism” is a word that means “to immerse,” so when 

you see it in Scripture, you have to ask yourself, “Immersed 
into what or whom?” 

In Acts 10:44 while Peter was preaching the gospel, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon Cornelius and his household. They 
were filled with the Holy Spirit – “saved, born again, made 
alive” – and later were baptized in water. They were saved 
before they were baptized. Water baptism does not save. 

On the night of my salvation, I appealed (asked) to God 
for a good (cleansed) conscious. I repented. I believed. I 
was immersed into Christ’s death and resurrection. I re-
ceived forgiveness of my sins, and I was made alive. Good 
deeds, good works, water baptism and going to church can-
not save; only by repenting of sin and putting one’s faith in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection can a person be “saved, born 
again, made alive.” There is world out there that needs to 
hear the true message of the gospel. Let’s go tell the story 
of Christ!

Archie Mason is president of the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention and senior pastor of Central Baptist Church in Jonesboro.

PRESIDENT’S
PERSPECTIVE

Archie Mason

A rkansas Bapitsts, this continues to be a very excit-
ing time at the Arkansas Baptist Foundation as we 

take the kingdom path into the headwinds of the world. 
We realize the upcoming challenges from the book “The 
Choice: The Christ-Centered Pursuit of Kingdom Out-
comes”: “The Christ-follower who takes the kingdom path 
walks headlong into the blowing gale of the common path 
mindset that dominates church and 
ministry cultures.”

Please pray for continued discern-
ment, persistence and faithfulness in 
our attempt to be obedient.  Please 
pray for courage as we invite others 
onto this kingdom path, and lend 
them understanding of our invita-
tion. Please also pray specifically for 
our staff in this time of transition 
and as we prepare for a time away 
together to conclude our study of “The Choice.” We have 
also seen God’s provision in this past month as Jason Tol-
bert moved into his new role as chief financial officer at 
Ouachita Baptist University and Eric Davis was added to 
our staff as controller.

One last prayer request: please remember the leadership 
and staff at the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries’ boys ranch in Harrison. The ranch expe-
rienced significant damages during the storm over Easter 
weekend. Thankfully no one was injured; however, there 
are a lot of upcoming decisions and challenges.

Finally, I recently returned from the annual Baptist 
Foundation President Fellowship meeting 
in Springfield, Ill. Each year the presidents 
of all the Baptist foundations from around 
the country are invited to come together for 
three days of planning, sharing and prayer. 
This year’s meeting was especially helpful to 
me, as it was the first meeting in my new role 
as Arkansas president. We are also set to host 
the 2016 meeting in northwest Arkansas next 
April. However, the item that most stood out 
to me during and after this meeting was the 

wonderful spirit of cooperation and unity we have here in 
Arkansas. I am so thankful for the relationships we have 
with the Arkansas Baptist State Convention and the other 
agencies and institutions in our state. We are truly blessed!

Bobby Thomas is president of Arkansas Baptist Foundation.

KINGDOM

 FOUNDATION 

Bobby Thomas
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VIEWPOINT

Steve Suffron 
 Stephens 

Baptist Church  
Stephens

I t’s easy to get people to 
hate a law when it’s called 

a “license to discriminate,” 
and the religious freedom 
bills passed recently in Indi-
ana and then Arkansas caused 
such an uproar that each law 
was quickly amended.

How could anyone stand 
for such an odious law in the 
first place?

The answer is that no 
one can and no one will, 
because the law as it is being 
portrayed is a myth. It never 
existed. It is a straw man.

These laws are based on a 
bipartisan federal law passed 
in 1993. Twenty states have 
now passed such laws, and 
the principles of the law have 
been affirmed by the courts 
of 10 other states. It has more 
than two decades of enforce-
ment and precedents in the 
courts. And what that history 
tells us is that it is very hard 
for a person to receive a reli-
gious exemption.

So visions of “Straights 
Only” signs in windows and 
a new era of “Gay Jim Crow” 
are works of fantasy, a straw 
man set up to fire up emo-
tions against these laws so 
that they are shouted down 

Indiana ‘straw man’
before anyone really under-
stands them.

What we are seeing is the 
inevitable conflict that results 
when the government sanc-
tions what most major reli-
gious texts name as a moral 
wrong.  

The lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) com-
munity once simply wanted 
to be “tolerated” – but now 
demands full cultural affirma-
tion.

Religion is their last obsta-
cle. People without religious 
conviction do not understand 
religious conviction.

That we would say we are 
constrained by faith to live by 
what the Bible teaches is non-
sense to unbelievers. They will 
accuse us of clumsily holding 
up the Bible as an excuse to 
believe whatever we want to 
believe.  

It’s hard to respect a belief 
that you do not hold, espe-
cially if that belief directly 
contradicts a conviction that 
is deeply personal to you. 
You can recognize that it is 
sincerely held and you can 
respect the person’s dignity 
as a human being, but if you 
think someone is just flat 
wrong, you can’t respect that 
belief. The best you can do is 
tolerate it.

People who affirm homo-
sexuality as good and normal 
and people who have faith in 
what the Bible teaches on the 
matter cannot and will not 
agree on this issue. The best 
thing we can do is tolerate 
this difference of conviction 
and still show kindness to one 
another, respecting the hu-
manity of each person, even if 
we can’t respect each other’s 
beliefs.

But that’s not what’s hap-
pening. Homosexuals and 
their allies are using their 
newfound strength to shout 
down and shame all opposing 
viewpoints. They are trying to 
enforce a new orthodoxy of 
belief, not just behavior. The 
issue with these Christian flo-
rists and bakers and photogra-

phers and such isn’t that it is 
so hard for same-sex couples 
to find someone to take their 
money; it’s that people are 
outraged that these Christians 
hold these beliefs at all. They 
must be punished for their 
beliefs, forced to admit – or 
at least act as if they 
admit – that they 
are wrong. They 
must submit to the 
new orthodoxy, 
with the courts and 
academic left as the 
new clergy.

So they set up a 
straw man, which 
is an enemy who is 
easy to hate, where 
Christians who resist are cat-
egorized as Westboro Baptist 
hatemongers in disguise, 
disingenuous bigots who are 
proof texting their bias with a 
single verse from the absurd 
Book of Leviticus, and who 
want to make homosexuals 
second-class citizens in the 
name of “religious freedom.” 
Then, this straw man is 
mocked through social media 
and Internet memes until we 
all become the reprehensible 
butt of a bad joke, worthy of 
all the scorn we receive.

But religious freedom is 
the first right given in the Bill 
of Rights for a reason. It rec-
ognizes the God-given right 
to freedom of conscience. It 
allows all of us to live accord-
ing to our convictions. It is 
no light thing to force some-

one to violate their 
convictions simply 
because you don’t 
like or respect them. 
That’s why Christians 
should be active in 
protecting Muslim 
rights in the U.S., 
instead of so often 
being on the other 
side. Baptists and 
other Christians who 

have historically orthodox 
views on sexuality and the 
LGBT community don’t agree 
on much. But we ought to 
agree that we want to be free 
to live out our beliefs without 
fear of government retribu-
tion. We ought to be able to 
agree on religious liberty.

Steve Suffron is pastor of 
Stephens Baptist Church in 
Stephens. This is a condensed ver-
sion of an article which originally 
appeared on the church’s website. 
To read it, visit arkansasbaptist.
org/indianastrawman.

FAITH  
& ETHICS

   Larry Page

After some drama, Ark. gets a religious freedom act 
The Arkansas General 

Assembly adjourned 
April 2. As one of their last 
acts, legislators enacted the 
Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act (RFRA). For a while, 
there were actually two 
RFRA bills that had passed 
both legislative chambers 
and each one needed only 
the governor’s signature to 
become law.

The first RFRA bill ap-
proved by legislators was 
House Bill 1228 (HB1228). 
HB1228 was slightly dif-
ferent from a federal RFRA 
law enacted by Congress and 
signed by then President Bill 
Clinton in 1993. It also was 
similar to many of the 21 state 
RFRA laws passed in the last 
20 years.

HB1228 passed with good 
majorities in both the state 
Senate and the state House of 
Representatives. After some 
amendments had been added 
at the governor’s request, 
he agreed to sign the bill 
into law. The governor then 
changed his position and 

asked that HB1228 be further 
amended so that it reflected 
the federal RFRA law.

Since it was thought that 
time might not be adequate 
to amend HB1228 and send 

it back through both legisla-
tive chambers, an alternative 
course of action was chosen. 
The idea was proposed to 
take a dormant bill, Senate 
Bill 975 (SB975), amend it 
so that it was essentially a 
law patterned after the fed-
eral RFRA law and, by use of 
expeditious means, get it to 
both chambers for floor votes. 
That strategy succeeded, and 
SB975 became law with the 
governor’s signature.

The House of Representa-
tives then recalled the first 

bill, HB1228, which effec-
tively killed the bill. That left 
SB975 as the sole and actual 
RFRA law for Arkansas.

The obvious question has 
to do with whether SB975 is 

as good a law as HB1228 
would have been. To make 
that determination, we 
turned to the experts. We 
consulted attorneys with 
the Alliance Defending 
Freedom; there are no oth-
ers with as much experi-
ence with and knowledge 
of RFRA law. They told us 

that SB975 would accomplish 
90 percent of what HB1228 
would have achieved. With-
out getting into the legal 
weeds, just let us say that the 
differences in the two bills 
were not significant.

Now, I will try to explain 
as concisely as I can what 
SB975 will offer in the way of 
protecting religious freedom. 
SB975 is not a license to dis-
criminate. It is a defense that 
can be asserted in court if one 
thinks his religious freedom 
is being burdened by some 

governmental action. He may 
or may not prevail in court in 
invoking RFRA as a defense.

Here’s a hypothetical situa-
tion to explain how an RFRA 
might be used to defend reli-
gious liberty. If some govern-
ment entity or official ordered 
a Christian minister to offici-
ate at a wedding of sun wor-
shippers, the minister could 
invoke the RFRA law as a 
defense. To proceed, the min-
ister would have to show that 
to be forced to conduct such 
a wedding would represent a 
substantial burden on his re-
ligious freedom. The burden 
would shift to the state, and 
it would have to demonstrate 
that it had a compelling gov-
ernmental interest in forcing 
the minister to perform the 
wedding and that there was 
no less restrictive means to ac-
complish that interest.

In the rather obvious exam-
ple above, there is little doubt 
that the minister would pre-
vail and not have to perform 
the wedding to which he had 
objected. The resolutions of 

other situations aren’t quite 
as certain primarily because 
a law like this needs more 
court decisions to gain clarity. 
In matters involving bakers, 
florists, photographers, cater-
ers, musicians, etc., it would 
depend on the specific set 
of facts in each case and the 
analysis and interpretations 
the court reached in each con-
troversy.

In summary, for an RFRA 
to be successfully employed in 
defending religious liberties, 
it must be shown that some 
prescribed governmental ac-
tion will substantially burden 
one’s religious freedom based 
on a deeply held religious 
belief, that there is no com-
pelling governmental interest 
in forcing the individual to 
perform the act ordered, or if 
there is such a compelling gov-
ernmental interest, that there 
is a less restrictive means of 
achieving the governmental 
action prescribed. 

Larry Page is executive director 
of the Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Council.

Listen to a podcast with 
Steve Su�ron and Larry 
Page  at arkansas
baptist.org/abn-podcast

EDITORIAL & OPINION
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Baptists sign SC same-sex marriage case brief
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) 
– Noted Southern Baptist 
leaders have signed a Liberty 
Institute friend-of-the-court 
brief defending the freedom 
of speech of those who sup-
port and teach the Scriptural 
truth that marriage is between 
a man and a woman.

The brief was filed in the 
case of Obergefell v. Hodges, 
a consolidation of four indi-
vidual cases challenging bibli-
cally based marriage laws in 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio 
and Tennessee. The case could 
answer questions left standing 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
in 2013 overturned the De-
fense of Marriage Act, appear-
ing to leave individual states 
the right to define marriage 
within individual state juris-
dictions.

Liberty Institute filed the 
brief April 2, naming a re-
ligiously diverse list of indi-
viduals penalized for conduct-
ing themselves in the public 
square based on their views 
on marriage, including former 
Atlanta fire Chief Kelvin Co-

chran, a Southern Baptist; for-
mer United States Navy Chap-
lain Wes Modder, a member of 
the Assemblies of God; former 
Georgia Department of Public 
Health Director Eric Walsh, 
a Seventh-day Adventist, and 
five pastors whose sermons 
were subpoenaed by the city of 
Houston.

The Supreme Court has 
scheduled oral arguments for 
April 28 in the case designed 
to determine, according to the 
Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States (SCOTUS) blog, 
whether the 14th Amendment 
requires a state to license a 
marriage between two people 
of the same sex and whether 
the 14th Amendment requires 
a state to recognize a marriage 
between two people of the 
same sex when their marriage 
was lawfully licensed and per-
formed out-of-state.

The case originated in 
Ohio, but was consolidated by 
the Supreme Court to include 
the Tennessee case of Tanco 
v. Haslam, the Michigan case 
of DeBoer v. Snyder and the 

Kentucky case of Bourke v. 
Beshear.

Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary President 
Daniel Akin, among the signa-
tories, said the importance of 
protecting free speech as the 
cultural definition of marriage 
evolves.

“As our culture continues 
to redefine what is meant by 
the word ‘marriage,’ it is cru-

cial to maintain the protec-
tion of speech for those who 
state the biblical definition of 
a covenantal, monogamous re-
lationship between a man and 
a woman,” Akin said. 

First Baptist Church of Dal-
las Pastor Robert Jeffress, said 
the Supreme Court needs to 
hear from those who support 
a restricted definition of mar-
riage before it makes a “his-

toric blunder and expands the 
definition of marriage.”

Christians and the institu-
tion of marriage are facing 
attacks unheard of in earlier 
generations, Jeffress said.

“It would have been un-
thinkable five years ago that a 
Christian would be faced with 
the liquidation of his or her 
business,” Jeffress told Baptist 
Press.  

EUREKA SPRINGS – A 
severe thunderstorm caused 
damage March 25 to the 
Holy Land Tour, an attrac-
tion at The Great Passion 
Play in Eureka Springs.

In addition to the outdoor 
drama for which it is named, 
The Great Passion Play con-
tains many attractions, such 
as the Holy Land Tour.

Kent Butler, director of 
marketing, said the storm 
washed out the paved road 

that led to the Last Supper, 
Sea of Galilee, Calvary and 
the tomb.

“We are working to restore 
the road in time for our open-
ing on May 1,” said Butler. “It 
will require the installation 
of more culverts, as well as re-
storing the foundation of the 
road.”

He noted that volunteers 
are hard at work to get things 
ready for the 2015 season.

“The volunteers that are 

coming are doing a fantas-
tic job as they are both se-
rious about the work they 
are doing and sincere about 
their devotion to Christ,” 
said Harold Monroe, direc-
tor of volunteers. “We really 
appreciate their help and 
appreciate them giving their 
time and expertise.”

For more information 
or to help, call 800-882-
7529 and ask for Linda  
Monroe.

March 25 storm damages Passion Play
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continued from page one
EASTER
of their time and resources 
to share the gospel in such a 
powerful way. The kingdom of 
God was definitely impacted 
by ‘The Kingdom.’”

Many churches held Easter 

egg hunts as one of their Eas-
ter activities.

First Baptist Church, 
Batesville, held an egg hunt 
and family cookout at a 
park. Pastor Stacy Reed used 
“Resurrection Eggs” to teach 
children about Easter’s true 
meaning. Families ate togeth-
er and children played and  

hunted for eggs.
“This event is a wonderful 

time for our church families 
to get together and socialize,” 
said Shannon Fielder, chil-
dren’s ministry team chair-
person. “Also, it is a time our 
newer members can connect 
with other families in a relaxed 
setting.”

She said the church also 
held a sunrise service and 
breakfast, as well as their regu-
lar Sunday school and church 
service. The Lord’s Supper was 
held during their church ser-
vice.

For Friendship Church 
in Springdale, Easter service 
marked a personal milestone.

The church had a worship 
attendance of 315 people – the 
highest worship attendance 
they have seen in the church’s 
168-year history. Four people 
surrendered their lives to 
Christ.

“We work hard to create a 
culture of ‘other-centeredness.’ 
That is, we are not put on this 
planet for our own needs; we 
are put here to serve others. 

continued from page one
FLOYD
with three other Southern 
Baptist pastors and a team of 
IMB leaders and missionaries 
to attend a missions congress 
of the Eastern Cuba Baptist 
Convention at First Baptist 
Church of Bayamo, Cuba.

Accompanying Floyd on the 
trip were Willy Rice, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Clearwater, Fla., and president 
of the Southern Baptist Pas-
tors’ Conference; Grant Eth-
ridge, president of the South-
ern Baptist Conservatives of 
Virginia and senior pastor of 
Liberty Baptist Church, Hamp-
ton, Va., and Jimmy Scroggins, 
lead pastor at Family Church, 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Floyd said he was moved 
by the testimonies of several 
Cuban Baptists who soon will 
go out as international mis-
sionaries, the first to be sent 
by mission boards of the East-
ern Convention and the West-
ern Cuba Baptist Convention. 
Hearing them express their 

willingness to “forsake all” to 
answer God’s call was “a pow-
erful, engaging experience for 
me – one that I will never for-
get,” Floyd said.

The first Cuban Baptist mis-
sionaries expected to go – pos-
sibly as early as May – are two 
couples and a single woman 
who will work with unreached 
people groups (UPGs) in 
South America, pending the 
granting of visas from their 
host countries, said Kurt Ur-
banek, IMB strategy leader for 
Cuba. One of these couples 
will help take the gospel to 
Afro-Ecuadorians in Ecuador, 
working with IMB missionar-
ies Johnny and Donna Maust, 
who were featured in the 2014 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing emphasis. 

“Cuban Baptists have 
prayed to be able to send their 
own international missionar-
ies for 54 years,” said Urbanek, 
author of “Cuba’s Great Awak-
ening: Church Planting Move-
ment in Cuba.” 

Now, because of recent 
changes in Cuban law, Cubans 
are able to travel outside of the 

country for two years without 
an exit visa, Urbanek said. 

During the missions con-
gress, more than 200 addition-
al Cuban Baptists committed 
their lives to global missions 
service, he said. At least 150 
of them made public commit-
ments after Floyd preached on 
Acts 1:8 at the close of the con-
ference. 

Seeing that response was 
“one of the most powerful mo-
ments God has ever given me 
in ministry,” Floyd said. “I give 
Him praise.’ 

The believers who made 
commitments will join more 
than 200 other Cuban Baptist 
missionary candidates wait-
ing to receive further training, 
make connections with strate-
gic overseas mission projects 
and find adequate finances to 
go, Urbanek said. 

Rice said, “Those who truly 
treasure what they have in 
Christ are the most apprecia-
tive, the most full of love and 
passion for the things of God.

Maria Elena Baseler is an In-
ternational Mission Board writer/
editor living in the Americas.

We have the greatest message 
known to man – the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. The world is 
desperately in need of this 
good news,” said Pastor Mike 
Sypult.

As a result, Sypult said the 
church began planning and 
praying for Easter weekend 
weeks in advance. They invited 
the community to their Easter 
egg hunt that Saturday and 
invited them back for Easter 
Sunday. They also used social 
media to get the word out. 

Sypult said one of those 
who trusted Christ on Easter 
was a man who had been at 
the egg hunt.

“Being on mission with 
Christ is the most exciting 
activity in the world,” Sypult 
said. “When a congregation 
experiences this firsthand and 
makes the effort and expense 
to love people as God loves 
them, God blesses. Our meth-
ods must change and adapt, 
but our message remains the 
same.”

First Baptist Church, Batesville’s children ministry’s “Resurrection” Easter egg hunt.
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Event offers collegians opportunity to serve, grow
COLUMBUS, Ohio – ForCo-
lumbus, a collegiate event, will 
be held in Columbus, Ohio, 
June 11-17 in conjunction 
with the 2015 Southern Bap-
tist Convention (SBC) Annual 
Meeting.

Brian Frye, national col-
legiate strategist at the North 
American Mission Board and 
collegiate evangelism strategist 
for Ohio Collegiate Ministries 
with the State Convention of 
Baptists in Ohio, said college 
students will partner with local 
churches and planters to “serve 
the city and to be equipped, 
discipled and sent out to live 
their lives on mission.”

David James, Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention (ABSC) 
collegiate and young leaders 
team leader, explained that 
students will worship at Ohio 
State University each night, 

sleep at area churches, be fed 
by SBC disaster relief units 
and serve at area mission sites.

“We are trusting God for a 
mighty movement for His king-
dom,” James said.

Lynn Loyd, missions consul-
tant for the ABSC collegiate 
and young leaders team, said 
several groups of Arkansas stu-
dents are planning to attend.

“ForColumbus is an op-
portunity for Arkansas college 
students to experience church 
planting in an urban setting 
and to get a big picture of how 
we, as Southern Baptists, do 
ministry, through exposure to 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,” Loyd said. 

Noe Garcia, college pastor 
for Cross Church, Fayetteville, 
said so far 45 students from 
Cross Church’s Fayetteville 
campus are registered for the 

ForColumbus

event. He said his desire is not 
only to help with ForColum-
bus, but for the students to be 
changed through the experi-
ence.

“I am a huge believer that 
any time we get out of our 
comfort zone and say, ‘Lord, I 
am all Yours so use me as You 
wish,’ there is great spiritual 
growth that takes place,” said 
Garcia, adding, “I believe that 
God wants to use college stu-
dents in a mighty way, and part 
of my desire is that our students 
will come back to their campus 
and spark a fire for Christ!”

Frye said students will learn 
about (1) loving and serving 
Columbus, as well as whichev-
er city they will eventually “call 
home”; (2) loving and working 
with local churches and seeing 
how they cooperate together 
and “how God uses the gifts 

Communications conf. 
May 8 in Little Rock
LITTLE ROCK – “That’s 
not in the budget!” is one of 
a number of workshops being 
offered at the second Arkansas 
Baptist News (ABN) and Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention 
(ABSC)-sponsored communi-
cations and media conference, 
which will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. May 8 at the Baptist 
building in Little Rock.

The “That’s not in the bud-
get!” workshop, to be lead by 
Doug Hibbard, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Almyra, is 
specially designed for “the 
small church on a smaller bud-
get.”

“It’s a look at technology 
tools that won’t make your fi-
nance team cringe,” said Hib-
bard.

Other church communica-
tions and media topics to be 
included at the conference are 
church technology, public rela-
tions, graphic design and more. 

The conference is free, but 
limited to 75 preregistered par-
ticipants. Lunch will be provid-
ed. Registration is required.

In addition to Hibbard, 
conference leaders are Tim 
Yarbrough, ABN editor; Jes-
sica Vanderpool, ABN senior 
assistant editor; Caleb Yar-
brough, ABN assistant editor; 
Stella Prather, director of com-
munications for the Arkansas 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Ministries, and Matt 
Ramsey, ABSC director of 
communications.

“The conference is de-
signed for pastors, other 
church staff and volunteers 
who want to improve their 
communication skills and tac-
tics as they seek to further the 
gospel of Jesus Christ,” said 
Tim Yarbrough.

For more information or to 
register, visit arkansasbaptist.
org/abcc15. 

of the entire Body”; (3) living 
the gospel, and (4) leveraging 
their lives for Christ.

“Help the students you 
know be part of something 
bigger than themselves,” said 
Frye. “Challenge them to love 
the city and the Church, to live 

the gospel and to leverage their 
lives for the mission of Christ. 
Encourage them to start by 
being part of ForColumbus.”

For more information about 
ForColumbus or to register, 
visit ForColumbus.org. Regis-
tration deadline is May 8. 

Stay up-to-date with all 
God is doing through 
Arkansas Baptists, visit 
arkansasbaptist.org today!

Arkansas Baptist State Convention collegiate and young leaders team staff, includ-
ing campus ministers from around the state, gather at the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Building.
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Church life
Park Hill Baptist Church, 

North Little Rock, will hold 
the Secret Church simulcast 
with David Platt, who serves as 
president of the International 
Mission Board, from 6 p.m. to 
midnight April 24. Tickets are 
available at parkhillbaptist.org. 

Milestones
Rankin Chapel Baptist 

Church, Dumas, will celebrate 
its 75th anniversary May 24.

Ark. Master’Singers offer scholarship
APPLICATION forms are 
available for the Arkansas 
Master’Singers Memorial 
Scholarship, which is awarded 
annually to a student prepar-
ing for some type of vocational 
ministry through music. 

“There is a shortage of wor-
ship leaders who can meet the 
needs of our churches. I am so 
grateful for the vision of the 
Master’Singers long before I 
came on the scene to offer this 
scholarship to help in the edu-
cation of our young worship 

leaders,” said Larry Grayson, 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention evangelism and church 
health team member. 

“Arkansas is reaping the 
benefit of this scholarship,” 
Grayson said, noting scholar-
ship recipients are currently 
serving throughout Arkansas, 
surrounding states and on the 
mission field. “What a privi-
lege to invest in their lives!” 

The scholarship is es-
tablished to memorialize 
deceased members of the Ar-

kansas Master’Singers, Gray-
son said.

Funds for the $2,000 schol-
arship are received in the form 
of memorial gifts and freewill 
offerings at concerts presented 
by the Master’Singers. 

For application forms and 
additional information, visit 
absc.org/music or contact 
Donna Couch at 800-838-
2272, ext. 5121. All applica-
tions and supporting docu-
ments must be received by 
June 8.

  PASTOR

The First Baptist Church of Diamond City 
is prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational or 
semiretired pastor for a small church 
body. Send resume to dlr8685@gmail.com 
or P.O. Box 1084, Diamond City, AR 72630.

The First Baptist Church of Casa is seeking 
a full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Three-bedroom, two-bath brick parson-
age furnished. Please send resumes to John 
Young, 27311 East St. Highway 10, Ola, AR 
72853 or email to johnandnancy@arkwest.
com. Phone number: 479-477-2900. Fol-
low the Lord’s lead! 

First Baptist Church at Ringgold, La., is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please send 
resumes to Pastor Search Committee, P.O. 
Box 566, Ringgold, LA 71068. Resumes re-
ceived between now and May 15, 2015, will 
be considered. Please pray for our church 
and our committee. 

First Baptist Church, El Dorado, is prayer-
fully seeking to fill the position of senior 
pastor. Email resumes to fbceldorado201@
gmail.com or mail to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, 100 E. Peach St., Suite 350, El Dorado, 
AR  71730.    

Gould First Baptist Church seeking a 

full-time pastor. Send resume to P.O. 
Box 375, Gould, AR 71643. 

Reynolds Baptist Church, Little Rock, is a 
small church in search of a bi-vocational 
pastor. Mail inquiries to Reynolds Baptist 
Church, 7111 Fourche Dam Pike, Little Rock, 
AR 72206, Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 

Union Baptist Church, El Dorado (www.
ubceldorado.net) is prayerfully seeking 
a full-time pastor. If you feel the Lord 
is leading you to consider ministering to 
God’s congregation at Union, please mail 
your resume with internet link/CD/DVD or 
sample sermons to Pastor Search Commit-
tee, c/o JoAnne Greer, 649 Armer Road, El 
Dorado, AR 71730.

First Baptist Church, Camden, is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resume to FBC Pastor Search Committee, 
348 W. Washington St., Camden, AR 71701, 
or email to timgunter@fbccamden.org. 

Bi-vocational or semiretired 
pastor, small church in musical Ozark 
tourist town. Email kenw@mvtel.net. Re-
sume to Sylamore Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1596, Mountain View, AR 72560.

First Baptist of Tuckerman is seeking a 
full-time or bi-vocational pastor. 
Please send resume to FBC, P.O. Box 1188, 

Tuckerman, AR 72473.
New Hope Baptist Church in Jay, Okla., 

is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to newhopebaptist-
jay@gmail.com.

  OTHER STAFF POSITIONS

Calvary Baptist, Little Rock, seeking ap-
plications for pastor’s secretary. Infor-
mation may be sent to calvary@cbclr.org. 

We are praying for the right person to 
lead our student ministries. For now, 
it would be a part-time or bi-vocational 
position. If you want more information or 
wish to submit a resume, you can email it 
to brucesr.stone@cornerstonewm.org or 
mail it to Cornerstone Baptist Church, 1105 
Balfour Road, West Memphis, AR 72301. 

First Baptist Church in Mountain View is 
looking for a youth/family minister. 
Please send resumes to P.O. Box 27, Moun-
tain View, AR 72560 or to our email address 
at fbcmv@mvtel.net. 

Calvary Baptist Church is accepting re-
sumes for an interim minister to stu-
dents, beginning January 2015.  Resumes 
may be sent to office@calvarymo.com or 
P.O. Box 421, Republic, MO 65738, Attn: 

Personnel Team. For more information, call 
417-732-1405. 

Southside Baptist Church, Paris, Texas, 
seeks full-time music minister.  Blend-
ed worship service. Help with youth band 
on Wednesdays. Send resumes to bnorris@
suddenlink.net. 

Southern Heights Baptist Church is cur-
rently seeking both a full-time youth 
pastor and a full-time worship 
leader. Resumes may be sent to shbc@
windstream.net or to 279 Highway 221 S., 
Berryville, AR 72616.

Union Valley Baptist Church of Beebe is 
seeking a full-time minister of music 
to lead our blended worship services. Lo-
cated in central Arkansas, Union Valley has 
an average worship attendance of 500. This 
individual will be responsible for directing 
adult and youth choirs, as well as the praise 
band. Send resume to timsparks@centurytel.
net.

  MISCELLANEOUS 

Sonshine Mountain Retreat Cen-
ter invites you to schedule your next re-
treat atop beautiful Sonshine Mountain in 
Mountainburg. Call 479-369-4260 or visit 

SonshineMountainRetreat.com. 
Two condos for rent in Destin, Fla. 

Two bedrooms, two baths. Email: lbram-
mer@charter.net. Phone: 423-309-4422. 

Fort Walton Beach condo, sleeps 
eight, 20 percent discount. 501.920.7205.

Davis Church Pew Upholstery, 
30-plus years experience. Melton and 
Sandra Davis, Quitman, Miss.,  601-776-
6617.

C l a s s i f i e d s

Want to see your 
church news in the 

Arkansas Baptist News?
Send the Arkansas Baptist 
News your stories, photos 

and announcements! 
Call 800-838-2272, ext. 
5153, or email jeanie@

arkansasbaptist.org.

Submit a classi� ed ad 
online at 

arkansasbaptist.org/ 
submit-a-classi� ed

or call 501-376-4791, 
ext. 5153

Obituaries
Jack L. Ramsey, 81, of Rus-

sellville, died April 9 at the 
Arkansas Hospice River Valley 
Home. He was born March 3, 
1934, in Swain. He was a grad-
uate of Arkansas Tech 
University, attended 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
and received his doc-
torate from Luther 
Rice Seminary. He 
worked at Standard 
Parts Company in 
Tulsa, Okla., and was 
the purchasing agent, 
sales manager and treasurer for 
the company. He was a United 
States Navy veteran during the 
Korean War. He was ordained 
to the ministry by the No-
gales Avenue Baptist Church 
in Tulsa, Okla., and pastored 
churches in Oklahoma and 

Arkansas, including Lamar 
Baptist Church, Lamar; Eagle 
Heights Baptist Church, Har-

rison, and First Baptist 
Church, White Hall. 
He served as the as-
sociational missionary 
for the North Arkan-
sas Baptist Associa-
tion, taught seminary 
extension and taught 
at Boyce College. He 
was commissioned as a 
North American mis-

sionary and served as church 
extension director with the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention. He helped in start-
ing 302 new Southern Baptist 
churches in Arkansas, accord-
ing to his obituary. He was an 
associational missions strate-

gist and served for 14 years as 
children’s pastor in state and 
associational camps. He was 
the intentional interim for sev-
eral churches, was a supporter 
of Mission Dignity since 1998, 
was a volunteer grader of Bible 
courses for Zion Bible Insti-
tute for 12 years, was a volun-
teer chaplain for River Valley 
Hospice and was a volunteer 
at the Dardanelle State Park. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents. Survivors in-
clude his wife of 57 years, 
Modena Ramsey; two sons; 
a daughter; a brother; four 
grandchildren, and four great-
grandsons. Funeral services 
were held April 13 at Sec-
ond Baptist Church in Rus-
sellville. Burial took place in 

Rest Haven Memorial Park in 
Russellville.

Ramsey
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James Greene & Associates
800-422-3384
www.jamesgreeneins.com
James Greene & Associates represents 
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance, a national 
leader insuring churches in alliance with 
GuideStone. Call today or go online for 
property, liability, auto and worker’s comp 
quotes!

Kitchen Equipment
& Supplies
Aimco Equipment Co. 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72204
501-228-0808

Lighting & Sound
American AVL
800-352-7222
Little Rock/Jackson/Ruston/New 
Orleans
Audio, Video, & Lighting Systems & 
Equipment
Ask about our free site needs AVL review

Playgrounds
Rusty Peoples 
rusty@peopleslandscaping.com
479-769-0580, (toll-free) 866-388-
1365 
Quality park-playground equip, surfacing & 
shades
Free design consultations
www.heartlandparks.com

Baptistries/Steeples
Construction Sales Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1049
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049
800-526-9663  FAX: 870-234-6475
Also laminated wood arches, beams and decking 

Church Facility Planner
Sowell Architects
1315 North Street, Suite 100
Conway, AR  72034
501-450-9633 FAX: 501-450-7228
Email: rik@sowellarchitects.com
www.sowellarchitects.com
Master planning, site analysis
and all architectural services

Church Insurance
Michael B. Russell, MA, MBA
Member, Cross Church, Springdale
Mike Russell & Associates
P.O. Box 709, Bentonville, AR 72712
877-715-5336, 479-657-6369 fax
www.protectmychurch.org   
AR Ins. Lic. #185726
Non-profit - Church - Commercial - Employee 
Benefits

To advertise in the Church 
Services Directory, 
contact the ABN at  

501-376-4791, ext. 5161, 
or email 

ads@arkansasbaptist.org

CHURCH SERVICES DIRECTORY

ABN Father of Year contest announced
THE ARKANSAS Baptist News 
(ABN) is announcing its annu-
al A Tribute to Godly Fathers 
contest.

In an effort to honor all 
fathers, each year the ABN se-
lects a Father of the Year based 
on entries.

The issue prior to Father’s 
Day announces the winner and 
includes the winning tribute, 
which will be chosen based on 
qualities of the father, godli-
ness of the man being honored 

and inspiration and readability 
of the essay submitted. 

Writers are asked to submit 
a brief tribute (300 words or 
less) about their father or an-
other worthy father they know. 
The father’s full name and 
church home, as well as the 
phone number and email ad-
dress of the submitter, must be 
included with the tribute. 

The father nominated 
must be a current member 
of an Arkansas Southern  

Baptist church.
The ABN will recognize 

the winning father in his local 
church and present him with a 
gift June 14.

All tributes should be re-
ceived in the ABN office no 
later than June 3.

Send tributes to Father of 
the Year Contest, Arkansas 
Baptist News, 10 Remington 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204 
or email them to jeanie@ar-
kansasbaptist.org.

Hairdresser blesses leader at Billy Graham association
HOT SPRINGS – At first 
glance, Dean Zmuda and Cliff 
Barrows have very little in com-
mon.

Zmuda is a hairdresser in 
Hot Springs. Cliff Barrows has 
served for many years and 
continues to serve as the 
music and program direc-
tor for the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association 
(BGEA). He also served 
for many years as host of 
the “Hour of Decision” 
radio program and is 
currently the host of the 
“Hour of Decision On-
line” Internet radio pro-
gram, which posts weekly 
on BillyGraham.org. 

What brought their 
worlds together was a bag 
of shirts.

It all began when Jane Bled-
soe, a friend of one of Zmuda’s 
friends, mentioned she needed 
a creative way to preserve her 
husband’s old ties. Zmuda 
showed her a quilt she had 
made out of ties, and at the 
couple’s request, Zmuda agreed 
to complete a similar project 
using Jim Bledsoe’s ties. 

Zmuda did not know the 

doors that would be opened 
through her act of kindness. 
Jim Bledsoe’s brother, Tom 
Bledsoe, originally from Hot 
Springs, worked at BGEA for 
more than 30 years in various 

leadership roles and currently 
serves as ministry program con-
sultant at BGEA. Jim Bledsoe 
said his brother is good friends 
with Barrows and worked as 
his assistant for years. When 
Tom Bledsoe saw the quilt 
made out of ties, he asked if 
Zmuda would make a quilt for 
Barrows – using Barrows’ Billy 
Graham crusade shirts – as a 

gift from he and his wife. 
Zmuda, who attends Hot 

Springs Baptist Church in Hot 
Springs, said she was noncom-
mittal about the project at first, 
having never undertaken any-

thing of the sort. That was 
before a bag of Billy Gra-
ham shirts was delivered to 
her place of work.

Surprised, she decided 
to go ahead and under-
take the project, but she 
was still uncertain how to 
do so. A pattern would be 
needed, and she did not 
know where to start. She 
committed the project to 
prayer.

Returning home, 
Zmuda laid some of the 
shirts out on the table and 
explained to her husband, 

John, that she didn’t know 
what to do for the design. He 
quickly noted that he saw a 
cross.

“And I saw that cross (too) 
just as plain as day as soon as 
he said that,” Zmuda said.

So she cut each logo on the 
shirts into the shape of a cross 
and created a pattern based on 
the crosses. Almost all material 
on the front of the quilt came 
from the shirts, and the mate-
rial for the back of the quilt 

– which is red with musical 
notes – was purchased via the 
Internet.

Zmuda said the project re-
quired lots of planning and 
took three months to complete.

“It was a wonderful experi-
ence because it was a closer 
walk with God through that,” 
she noted.

One of the ways the project 
blessed Zmuda personally was 
through her husband’s sugges-
tion of the cross pattern. Zmuda 
explained that her husband 
grew up with a different faith 
background and had not had a 
saving relationship with Christ 
until years into their marriage. 
She said his mention of seeing 

the cross when she laid out the 
shirts confirmed for her his re-
lationship with the Lord.

Zmuda finished the quilt in 
mid-December and sent it to 
Barrows, who has led congre-
gational singing and Crusade 
choirs around the world with 
Billy Graham and has served 
on the BGEA board of direc-
tors since 1950.

She said everyone who saw 
the quilt loved it. But she insists 
that God should get the glory.

“It’s not me. It’s God’s 
work,” she said. “I was just the 
one that did the work. ... He 
gets the glory. ... How would 
I ever have come up with a de-
sign like that?”

Happy Birthday!
to all the missionary kids attending college who are

 celebrating birthdays in the month of May.
◆ May 7: Nathan Dickard, OBU Box 4212, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; South Africa. 
◆ May 10: Katie Butts, OBU Box 4634, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Brazil. 
◆ May 30: Brandon Gaither, OBU Box 3466, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Belize. 
◆ May 31: Zach Fricke, OBU Box 4429, Arkadelphia, AR  
 71998-0001; Guatemala. 

Dean Zmuda displays the quilt she made.
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150 years after Appomattox – a redemptive surrender
Stephen Douglas Wilson
Baptist Press

PADUCAH, Ky. (BP) – Gen. 
Robert E. Lee arrived at the 
McLean House near Appomat-
tox, Va., on April 9, 1865, to 
meet with Union commander 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant (born 
Hiram Ulysses Grant).

Nearly surrounded and 
with an undernourished army, 
Lee sought generous surrender 
terms from the Union army 
leader whose wartime nick-
name was “Unconditional 
Surrender Grant.” Both men 
knew that what they decided 
on here would set the tone for 
the nation after the grueling 
four-year Civil War.

The two men grew up in a 
United States that embraced 
a strong Christian worldview

Lee was a practicing Chris-
tian for most of his life and 
was confirmed in his Episco-
pal faith. He carried around a 
worn-out prayer book during 
the Civil War that was only 
replaced when he could no 
longer read the small print. 
He had freed his own slaves 
long before the war, retaining 
one of his freed slaves as his 
paid servant and confidant. 
Lee’s personal compassion for 
others as both a private citizen 
and an Army commander was 
legendary. In addition, he later 
confessed to other Southern-
ers after the war that he had 
prayed for his enemies during 
the conflict.

The faith of Grant is hard-
er to discern. At West Point, 
a youthful Grant revealed to 
others that he disliked attend-
ing chapel services. He was not 
a regular churchgoer, but did 
so occasionally at the request 
of his devout wife. Grant never 
publicly made his faith convic-
tions known, although the 
Methodist pastor of his wife 
said that Grant had confessed 
Christ before his death. Grant 
eventually confessed to resign-
ing his military commission 
prior to the Civil War in part 
because of drinking too much. 

After returning to the 
Army, his wartime record 
never included incidents of 
alcohol impacting his military 
performance, although the 
prewar charge of insobriety 
resurfaced among his critics. 
Nevertheless, his memoirs re-
veal his Christian worldview 
and a desire to live a moral life. 
After the war when Grant was 
president, he signed the bill 

that made Christmas an offi-
cial federal holiday.

Lee, dressed in his best uni-
form, arrived at the McLean 
residence first and waited for 
Grant to arrive. In a previous 
correspondence, Grant mag-
nanimously told Lee to pick 
the meeting place and that he 
would meet him there. Grant 
entered the house in a mud-
spattered field uniform that 
revealed his haste to get there. 
The two men exchanged pleas-
antries and discussed their 
common military service in 
the Mexican War.

Surprisingly, Grant could 
not bear to bring up the sub-
ject of surrender. He later 
related he was genuinely sad-
dened by the plight of his Con-
federate enemies. It was Lee 
who gently nudged the Union 
general into that discussion.

In what must be described 
as one of the most Christ-like 
moments in American history, 
Grant then proceeded to pro-
pose a very gentle settlement 
for his enemies of the last four 
years.

Grant offered to parole 
Lee’s enlisted men only on 
their word not to take up arms 
against the United States ever 
again. Officers would have to 
sign a written parole vouching 
for their men. Enlisted men 
would have to give up their 
arms, but officers could keep 
their sidearms, horses and pri-
vate property. Then the Union 
commander said each man 
could return home without 
fear of being imprisoned or 
prosecuted for treason.

In a brief discussion, Lee 
convinced Grant to let en-
listed men keep the horses 
and mules they possessed to 
assist them in planting crops 
for that spring. Arrangements 
also were made for the hungry 
Confederates to be fed from 
Union storehouses. Lee, who 
realized that Grant’s terms 
were better than he had ex-
pected, conveyed his gratitude 
by saying to Grant, “This will 
have a very happy effect among 
the men and do much toward 
reconciling the country.”

Both men then shook 
hands and left. Lee rode back 
to Confederate lines; when 
Grant emerged from the 
McLean residence, Union 
troops began cheering, but the 
general rebuked them. 

“The Confederates are now 
our countrymen, and we do 
not want to exult over their 

downfall,” he said.
Three days later, Lee’s en-

tire army formally surrendered 
without incident. Each army 
showed the proper respect to 
each other; there is no record 
of a single Union soldier cheer-
ing for their victory or jeering 
their Confederate counter-
parts. Within two-and-a-half 
months, all other Confederate 
armies would surrender in like 
fashion. The Civil War was 
over.

For the rest of their lives, 
both Lee and Grant possessed 
a great respect for each other. 
Grant never spoke ill of Lee 
and later prevented federal 
authorities from charging Lee 
with treason as that would 

have violated the letter and 
spirit of the Appomattox 
peace.

Lee long remembered 
Grant’s generosity at Ap-
pomattox. Years later when 
a college faculty member at 
Washington College, where 
Lee was the president, spoke 
ill of Grant within hearing dis-
tance, Lee interjected, “Sir, if 
you dare presume to speak any-
thing disrespectful of General 
Grant in my presence again, 
either you or I will sever your 
connection with this univer-
sity.”

The spirit of Christ certain-
ly had prevailed on that April 
day at Appomattox. It was on 
a Palm Sunday. As noted by an 

American historian, the men 
of both armies would all live 
to see Easter.

Stephen Douglas Wilson is 
an adjunct professor at West 
Kentucky Community and 
Technical College and a former 
member of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Executive Com-
mittee. 

For more information on Lee 
and Grant and their meeting at 
Appomattox, see the following 
works: Bruce Catton’s “A Still-
ness at Appomattox”; Douglas 
S. Freeman’s “Robert E. Lee:  
A Biography”; Ulysses S. 
Grant’s “Memoirs of U.S. 
Grant,” and Jay Winik’s “April 
1865: The Month That Saved 
America.”

A painting at Appomattox Courthouse, now a national park, depicts Lee signing the surrender documents.
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JACKSONVILLE – The Ar-
kansas Baptist State Conven-
tion (ABSC) will sponsor the 
Basic Training for Law En-
forcement and Fire Chaplains 
event on May 15-16 at Second 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville. 

This event will offer two 
separate options – one for 
basic level training May 15-16 
and one for advanced level 
training May 16 only. The ad-
vanced training workshop is 
for participants who are cur-
rently police or fire chap-
lains who have completed 

basic training.
First responder law enforce-

ment officers and firefighters 
deal with stressful situations 
every day and need someone 
who can help them cope with 
the realities of life. This event 
is for those interested in min-
istering to police, firefighters 
and the community. 

“You can make a dif-
ference in the lives of law 
enforcement and fire officers! 
You can be a chaplain. Come 
to Basic Training and learn 
how you can impact the lives 

of first responders,” said Bob 
Fielding, ABSC missions team 
member.

Training will include han-
dling death notification, re-
sponding to a crisis situation, 
managing stress and building a 
chaplain program. 

For more information and 
to register, visit absc.org/
chaplaincyevents. The event 
is made, possible by Arkansas 
Baptists gifts to the Coopera-
tive Program and the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering.

DISASTER RELIEF training 
events have been set for com-
ing months.

Since 1981, Ar-
kansas Baptists have 
been involved in the 
ministry of Disaster 
Relief with the vi-
sion of providing 
physical, emotional 
and spiritual assis-
tance to individuals 
and communities affected by 
disasters. Disaster Relief is a 
ministry of going to hurting 
people to share the “help, heal-
ing, and hope” of Jesus Christ. 

Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention (ABSC) Disaster Relief 

equips volunteers to provide 
meals, tree and debris remov-
al, showers for volunteers and 

communications. 
Volunteers pre-

pare to respond to 
these urgent needs 
by attending train-
ing events. This 
year the ABSC has 
10 regional Disas-
ter Relief training 

events scheduled throughout 
the state. The next event will 
be held in May.

“When the yellow shirts 
come on site, you can see peo-
ple’s faces light up. They know 
we are there to help – physi-

cally, spiritually and emotion-
ally. It’s a blessing both to the 
people and the volunteers,” 
said Randy Garrett, missions 
team member and the ABSC 
Disaster Relief director. 

Garrett added that through 
all the ministries of Disaster 
Relief, volunteers seek to share 
Jesus’ deep love and nurture 
for those who are hurting. Fol-
lowing Christ’s example, Di-
saster Relief volunteers offer 
“help, healing, and hope.”

For more information 
about Disaster Relief and 
to view a schedule of train-
ing events, visit absc.org/
disasterrelief.

Disaster Relief training events set

Chaplaincy training offered May 15-16

TUCKER SPEAKS TO EXTENSION STUDENTS - J.D. “Sonny” Tucker, ex-
ecutive director for the Arkansas Baptist State Convention (ABSC), speaks to 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary extension students at the ABSC 
building April 6. Tucker and the ABSC Executive Board sponsored lunch for the 
students so they could get to know the Executive Board staff.

Visit our website at arkansasbaptist.org
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“Homosexuals are no lon-
ger satisfied with being 
‘out of the closet.’ They 
seek to harness govern-
ment power to punish op-
ponents and coerce them 
into outright acceptance.”
– La Shawn Barber, WORLD

IN A COLUMN titled 
“The culture degrades, but 
truth endures,” La Shawn 
Barber addresses a Honey 
Maid commercial, part of 
a campaign called “This 
Is Wholesome,” which 
aired during the NCAA 
men’s basketball national 
championship game April 
6. The ad depicts a family 
made up of two children 
and two “married” fathers. 
“When you think of the 
word ‘wholesome,’ you 
think ‘good,’ ‘healthy,’ and 
‘beneficial,’ right? But we 
all know there’s nothing 
wholesome about homo-
sexuality, physically or mor-
ally,” writes Barber.

“Nearly half of the world’s 
Christians already reside  
in Africa and the Latin  
America-Caribbean region.”
– Sanya Mansoor, Times LIVE

WRITING for South Af-
rica’s Times LIVE, Sanya 
Mansoor writes, “Africa 
will also host five of the 10 
largest Christian popula-
tions in the world by 2050 
– Nigeria‚ the Democratic 
Republic of Congo‚ Tanza-
nia‚ Ethiopia and Uganda.”

The WatercoolerFaith&Culture “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by  
the renewal of your mind...”

 Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Americans see value in church attendance
NASHVILLE (BP) – The over-
whelming majority of Ameri-
cans say they find value in at-
tending church, a new LifeWay 
Research study shows.

Two-thirds of Americans 
think attendance is admira-
ble; only 11 percent consider 
church useless.

Even among nonreligious 
people, 80 percent believe 
church attendance is accept-
able, and 43 percent label it 
admirable. Just 29 percent call 
it useless.

But despite their professed 
fondness for church, Ameri-
cans are more likely to be-
lieve attendance is declining 
(55 percent) or the Church is 
dying (42 percent) than grow-
ing (36 percent) or thriving 
(38 percent), according to the 
LifeWay survey of 1,000 Amer-
icans Sept. 19-28 of last year.

“Americans have a much 
more optimistic view of the 
people and practice of attend-
ing church than they do of the 
health of the Church,” said 
Scott McConnell vice presi-
dent of the Nashville-based 
LifeWay Research. “Church at-
tendance is much like regular 
exercise and driving the speed 
limit. People do not live out 
everything they admire.”

Confirming McConnell’s 
assertion that Americans’ 
churchgoing is at odds with 
their behavior, even on Easter, 
traditionally the best-attended 
Sunday of the year, large seg-
ments of the population say 
they don’t plan to attend, 
previous LifeWay research has 
found.

Their attitudes reflect the 
mixed trends of the past 50 
years. While many mainline 
denominations have lost mem-
bership, some have grown. 
And while more people are 
Christian today than in 1970, 
Christians make up a smaller 
share of the burgeoning pop-
ulation, according to a study 
from Gordon-Conwell Theo-
logical Seminary.

Some say church is out of date
Faced with those trends, 

many churches have shifted 
toward contemporary wor-
ship styles and new outreach 
methods, although 27 per-
cent of Americans still think 

church attendance is outdat-
ed, LifeWay research found. 
That belief is even more pro-
nounced among the nonreli-
gious (42 percent), Catholics 
(31 percent) and people 25 to 
34 years old (34 percent) who 
are among the millennial gen-
eration in which fewer claim 
religious affiliation or profess 
belief in God, according to the 
Pew Research Center.

Young adults, like most 
Americans, don’t see church 
attendance as an assumption 
in today’s culture. While 54 
percent of those over 65 de-
scribe churchgoing as an ex-
pectation, that viewpoint is in 
the minority for every other 
age group – a sign that those 
who attend are making a per-
sonal choice rather than re-
sponding to societal pressure.

That’s a positive finding, 
McConnell said. 

“I don’t think evangelicals 
would want that to be the rea-
son people go to church any-
way,” he said.

Women, men on churchgoing
Women have more posi-

tive attitudes than men about 
churchgoing, the LifeWay 
study found, with 69 percent 
of women and 63 percent of 
men viewing attendance as 
admirable. Only 9 percent of 
women consider church use-
less, while 14 percent of men 
hold that opinion.

Larger shares of women also 
believe in the health and vital-
ity of the Church. Forty per-

cent of women say the Church 
is growing, and 41 percent 
describe it as thriving. Among 
men, only 32 percent think 
it is growing, and 34 percent 
label it thriving.

LifeWay Research also 
found significant differences 
along ethnic and racial lines.

Although most Hispan-
ics believe going to church is 
expected (55 percent), atten-
dance is considered useless by 
1 in 5 – almost double the rate 
of the population as a whole.

Whites are among the least 
likely to consider church use-
less (8 percent), but 60 percent 
believe the Church is declin-
ing.

In contrast, most African-
Americans believe the Church 
is growing (55 percent) and 
thriving (56 percent). More 
often than other groups, they 
describe church attendance 
as common (74 percent) and 
popular (61 percent).

“The longevity of the Chris-
tian church proves it is not a 
fad,” McConnell said. “Some 
Americans feel cultural expec-
tations to attend church, but 
our recent research shows that 
those who actually do attend 
hold more closely to the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ.”

Methodology: The phone 
survey of Americans was con-
ducted Sept. 19-28. The call-
ing utilized random digit dial-
ing. Sixty percent of completes 
were among landlines and 40 
percent among cell phones. 
Maximum quotas and slight 
weights were used for gender, 
region, age, ethnicity and 
education to more accurately 
reflect the population. The 
completed sample is 1,000 
surveys. The sample provides 
95 percent confidence that the 
sampling error does not exceed 
plus or minus 3.4 percent. 
Margins of error are higher in 
subgroups.

Mohler: Christians must not ‘bow’ to secular left
IN A BLOG post published 
on albertmohler.com April 7,  
Al Mohler, president of The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., 
argues that, according to the 
secular left, the only faiths 
worthy of receiving religious 
liberty today are those that 
“bow their knees to the ever 
most costly demands of the 
modern age.”

Calling recent columns 
written by The New York Times 
columnist Frank Bruni “the 
clearest evidence of the ea-
gerness of the secular Left to 
reduce and redefine religious 

liberty,” Mohler writes,  “The 
first, published in January, in-
cluded Bruni’s assurance that 
he affirmed ‘the right 
of people to believe 
what they do and say 
what they wish — in 
their pews, homes, and 
hearts.’ Religious lib-
erty is now redefined 
so that it has no place 
outside pews, homes, 
and hearts. Religious 
liberty no longer has any pub-
lic significance.”

Mohler writes  that Bruni 
not only does not affirm reli-
gious liberty, but goes so far 

as to suggest Christians must 
“get over believing that homo-
sexuality is a sin, or suffer the 

consequences.”
“So the only reli-

gion Bruni respects is 
one that capitulates to 
the modern age and is 
found ‘rightly bowing 
to the enlightenments 
of modernity,’” said 
Mohler.

Commenting on 
Bruni’s mention of David 
Gushee, distinguished uni-
versity professor of Christian 
ethics at Mercer University 
(Ga.), as an ally, Mohler writes 

Mohler

that any Christian willing to 
capitulate to the LGBT agen-
da, “whether that person is 
David Gushee or Barack 
Obama, all is quickly forgiv-
en.”

“It is incredibly revealing 
that the verb he chose was 
‘bowing.’ One of the earli-
est lessons Christians had 
to learn was that we cannot 
simultaneously bow the knee 
to Caesar and to Christ. 
We must choose one or the 
other. Frank Bruni, whether 
he intended to do so or not, 
helps us to see that truth with 
new clarity,” said Mohler.
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Doug Hibbard
Pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

If you have not read through all of 
Habakkuk lately, I would encourage 
you to do so. Using the Explore the 
Bible curriculum, we gain a great over-
view of the Scriptures, but be careful 
not to lose the context of the whole 
Book. Habakkuk’s 
prophecy is in the 
section we call the 
“Minor Prophets.” 
Remember that 
they are “minor” 
only because of 
length and not 
minor in impor-
tance. 2 Timothy 3:16 
speaks of “all Scripture” as 
useful. That means even 
Habakkuk!

As we read Habakkuk, 
the parallels between his 
time in Judah and our 
time start to show up. 
While we are uncertain 
of the exact date of Ha-
bakkuk, it is clear that 
he lived in a time where 
justice was hard to find. 
Habakkuk saw many people suffering, 
struggling with the challenges of life. 
They dealt with a society that was less 
interested in helping one another. 

What made this worse for Habak-
kuk was that these were God’s people, 
the people of Judah! He was dismayed 
that God’s people lived in wickedness 

and, even worse, that God had not yet 
done anything about it! Yet our focal 
passages in Habakkuk 3 conclude with 
the reminder that God is not power-
less. The conclusion of chapter 3, verses 
17-19, expresses Habakkuk’s confidence 

that no matter how 
bad things get – 
and knowing that 
God’s judgment 
may bring difficul-
ty even for the righ-
teous – Habakkuk 
can rejoice in God 
of the Covenant, 

the Strength of Israel.
Can we draw any ap-

plication from this? First, 
like Habakkuk, we should 
have hearts that are open 
to the needs of the people 
around us. Are there areas 
where we see people who 
are oppressed and needy? 
What can we do? Second, 
as Habakkuk expresses, we 
need to trust that God is 
faithful no matter how the 

circumstances look.
Finally, reread the description of 

God’s appearance in Habakkuk 3:6. 
Recapture that sense of awe at the pres-
ence of God – and renew your view 
of the amazing grace that allows us to 
come boldly before His throne (Heb. 
4:16).

and he began to preach boldly in the 
name of Jesus. He was so bold in his 
declaration that Grecians began their 
plans to kill him. With that action, 
the men fully embraced their new 
brother in Christ.

Then later in 
Acts 11, when 
some Grecians 
came to the Lord, 
Barnabas is once 
again the ambas-
sador of goodwill.

B a r n a b a s 
checked out the 

new situation, not with 
skepticism, but with 
openness to the voice 
of the Holy Spirit and a 
faith that believed in a 
mighty God.

So let’s go back to the 
original question: How 
would you and I handle 
the two new converts 
of ISIS? Should we be 
people of fear and cyni-

cism, or should we be people of prayer 
and listening to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit?

Like glue is used to cement layers of 
paper together to make beautiful cards 
and books, let the encouragement of 
the Holy Spirit unite our hearts to 
other believers for the glory of the king-
dom of God.

Detra Thomas
Speaker

A Heart for Home Ministries
Fort Smith

As we read Haggai, we must read 
this passage in light of the New Cov-
enant, through the empty tomb, the 
cross and salvation by grace through 
faith (Eph. 2:8). Otherwise, we might 
mistake it for a building and grounds 
fundraising text. 

First, though, 
let us examine 
Haggai in his own 
time. Haggai is a 
postexilic prophet, 
writing after the 
people of Judah 
had returned to 
Jerusalem. The nation 
of Judah had been taken  
fully into exile about 
66 years before Haggai 
wrote. In the invasion 
that took them, the Tem-
ple of Solomon had been 
destroyed.

Upon their return, 
despite any initial zeal 
found in the joy of re-
turning, the people had 
not rebuilt the Temple. 
Why not? The people kept saying that 
the “time has not come” to rebuild the 
Temple (Hag. 1:2). They rebuilt their 
homes, even with the luxury of pan-
eling (Hag. 1:4), but left the Temple 
in ruins. It appears that, at first, they 
were not seeking God’s ways first (Hag. 
1:5), and then they were discouraged 

because their Temple was nothing like 
the memory of the first Temple (Hag. 
2:5-9). God addresses this concern by 
promising a greater “final glory” for 
this second Temple, a glory we see 
when God puts on flesh and walks 

into that Temple 
in the person of 
the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

How, then, 
should we apply 
Haggai’s words to 
our lives? Notice 
the heart of the 

problem: The people have 
invested their time and ef-
fort into their own ben-
efit rather than in unified 
worship of the Lord God. 
In our lives, we need to 
consider whether or not 
we have done so. For ex-
ample, how much energy 
do we devote to our own 
hobbies and pastimes? In 
comparison, how much 
do we devote to build-

ing relationships within the Body 
of Christ? How much effort goes to 
building relationships to spread the 
gospel?

Perhaps we should re-examine how 
much we put into our own comfort 
while the world needs to hear about 
Jesus.

In Matthew 18, when Peter asks 
Jesus how many times his brother can 
sin against him and Peter be obligated 
to forgive, we lean in to listen for the 
answer. 

Peter even offers a number that I am 
sure he thought 
was generous. 
Seven times? 

Jesus gives an 
answer that is dis-
couraging and, to 
be honest, impos-
sible! Seventy times 
seven – 490 times! 

If you are like me, you 
sit back in disbelief and 
think, “No way!”

Then Jesus gives a vi-
sual of forgiveness. I lean 
back in to listen because 
I love stories that paint 
a picture of Truth. We 
learn that the kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who 
would have a clerk give an 
account of the servants. 
One servant was brought 
before the king because of his huge 
debt to his master. Since the servant 
had made no effort to reduce the debt, 
the king ordered the man and family 
to be sold for payment. 

The servant fell at the king’s feet and 
worshipped him, begging for lenience. 
The king was so moved with compas-

sion at the man’s repentance, he for-
gave the whole debt. 

The now “debt-free servant,” leaves 
the king’s presence and notices a guy 
who owes him a very small amount 
of money. The man who has just left 

from experiencing 
the favor and com-
passion of a great 
king becomes irate 
and grabs the man 
and demands pay-
ment. Ignoring 
the pleas of mercy 
from his friend, he 

has the man thrown into 
prison.

Word gets back to the 
king. 

The forgiven man is 
called back to stand be-
fore the king. The king’s 
face is no longer looking 
with favor toward the 
man. His opening words 
redefine their relation-
ship: “O thou wicked ser-
vant” (Matt. 18:32). The 

king asks him an important question, 
a question that you and I would benefit 
from asking ourselves as well. Ready? 
“Should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?”

The servant’s greatest loss: his favor 
and relationship with the king.

Detra Thomas
Speaker

A Heart for Home Ministries
Fort Smith

Awestruck 
HABAKKUK 3:1-6, 11-13, 16-19

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

MAY 10, 2015

Doug Hibbard
Pastor

First Baptist
Almyra

A friend reported that a couple of 
members of ISIS (The Islamic State) 
came to Christ. As our family dis-
cussed this, someone made the com-
ment that they would not trust those 
conversions. How would you handle 
these two men?

In Acts 9, we 
find Barnabas 
leading the way 
as our example. 
Saul, a man who 
felt it was his spiri-
tual duty to kill all 
Christians, met the 
Lord. He was transformed 
from a Christian-killer to 
a preacher of the gospel. 
The problem: No one be-
lieved him or wanted to be 
around him long enough 
to test his conversion, ex-
cept Barnabas.

Barnabas took Saul, 
who was later known as 
Paul, to the disciples and 
spoke on this newly con-
verted man’s behalf. The disciples 
heard from a man that was not only 
trusted, but well-loved. Barnabas’ real 
name was Joses, but because of this 
man’s great compassion to meet the 
needs of others, the apostles renamed 
him Barnabas, which means “man of 
encouragement.”

So Saul/Paul was let into the group, 

Stick with encouragement
ACTS 9:26-28, 11:21-26

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

Seek Him first 
HAGGAI 1:1-11, 2:5-9

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Stick with forgiveness
MATTHEW 18:21-28, 32-33

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

MAY 3, 2015



PRAY more
GIVE more
GO more

That’s what readers of the 
Arkansas Baptist News do.

Subscribe your church family today at arkansasbaptist.org/subscribe
or call 800-838-2272, ext. 5156

“Telling the story of Arkansas Baptists since 1901”
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